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Children listen to a message during 
Mission Hot Springs.

LITTLE ROCK – Arkansas has been 
hit with another lawsuit in the after-
math of the U.S. Supreme Court de-
cision striking a key provision of the 
Defense of Marriage Act (DOMA).

On July 15, a second lawsuit was 
filed in U.S. District Court in Little 
Rock in an effort to overturn the 
ban on same-sex marriage in Arkan-
sas. 

The suit, filed by three same-sex 
couples in Pulaski County, challeng-
es the constitutionality of Amend-
ment 83 to the Arkansas Constitu-
tion and state laws pertaining to 
marriage, the Arkansas Democrat-Ga-
zette reported. On July 2, two White 
County residents filed a lawsuit in 
Pulaski County Circuit Court al-

leging that Amendment 83 violates 
their rights.

Arkansas voters approved a refer-
endum in 2004 on the amendment 
by a whopping 753,770 to 251,914 
votes. Legislation enacted in 1997 re-
quires Title 9, the family-law part of 
the Arkansas Code, to define mar-
riage as the union between a man 
and a woman and prohibits the issu-
ance of a marriage license to appli-
cants who do not fit that definition, 
according to the Democrat-Gazette.

The law prohibits the state from 
recognizing same-sex marriages legit-
imized in other states or countries.

Both lawsuits were filed in Arkan-

HUNDREDS OF YOUTH will 
gather Aug. 9-10 for a time of wor-
ship and learning during the 2013 
Youth Evangelism Conference 
(YEC), which will feature speakers, 
popular Chris-
tian bands, a 
drama/com-
edy ministry 
team and an 
outreach min-
istry, in addi-
tion to a new 
training ele-
ment.

The confer-
ence, spon-
sored by the 
Arkansas Bap-
tist State Con-
vention (ABSC) evangelism and 
church growth team, will be held 
at Immanuel Baptist Church, Little 
Rock.

“The YEC is a great event to begin 
a school year of student ministry,” 
said David Bond, ABSC evangelism 
and church growth team member. 
“Students will not only hear the 

gospel, but 
be challenged 
and equipped 
to share with 
their friends.”

S p e a k -
ers are Alex 
Himaya, the 
f o u n d i n g 
and senior 
pastor of the-
CHURCH.at 
(sic) in Tulsa, 
Okla., who 
p r e v i o u s l y 

served as youth pastor at Cross 
Church Springdale, and Brian Mills, 

World Changers touches up Little Rock
Clockwise from left: The Museum, Brian Mills, For King and 
Country, Brad Bennett, Team Wordplay and Alex Himaya.

Jessica Vanderpool
Arkansas Baptist News

HOT SPRINGS – More than 400 
volunteers spent the hot days of 
June on mission. But their missions 
event didn’t require them to have a 
passport, board a plane or pack their 
bags for a week out of country. In-
stead, they stayed right in their own 
community. 

This was the second year for the 
local missions event, dubbed Mis-
sion Hot Springs, which is a minis-
try of Hot Springs Baptist Church. 
The event seeks to minister to the 
city of Hot Springs and surrounding 
areas and is completely led, support-

ed and driven by volunteers. 
Together, the participants, many 

of whom were 
members of Hot 
Springs Baptist, 
took part in yard 
work, community 
Bible clubs, block 
parties and evan-
gelism June 24-28. 
They made 385 
personal, one-on-
one presentations 
of the gospel, and 
about 70 people 
accepted Christ. 
In addition, they 
distributed about 3,000 tracts and 

1,000 Bibles, and they served about 
4,000 meals.

Manley Beasley 
Jr., senior pastor 
of Hot Springs 
Baptist  s ince 
2006, said the idea 
for Mission Hot 
Springs stemmed 
from a conversa-
tion between him 
and a fellow staff 
member following 
a mission trip to 
Nebraska a couple 
years ago. They 
noticed the “phe-

nomenal” results of the mission 

trip – more than 30 salvations and 
many people learning how to “im-
pact a community for Christ” – so 
they began discussing why they did 
not see that locally. Beasley said they 
realized it was because they didn’t 
do mission trip-type ministry locally. 

So they began talking about im-
plementing the elements of a mis-
sion trip – such as strategy and orga-
nization – locally and seeing if they 
could achieve a “similar impact,” 
Beasley said, adding that it was also 
a way to get more people involved.

Their goal for the first year was to 
have 200 volunteers. Instead, they 

Ruth Jeon (foreground) and Meg Maynard, both of Texas, take part in recent World Changers 
projects in Little Rock. More than 400 students and adults participated in World Changers in 
Little Rock July 8-20. In the two-week period, teams did construction work and led sports 
camps, vacation Bible schools and backyard Bible clubs. Each week saw 11 churches from 
across the country bring volunteers. The groups were hosted by Life Line Baptist, Little Rock, 
and more than 30 churches from central Arkansas supported the volunteers during the projects.
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Cocklebur Baptist, Ward, ‘Reaches the Rock’
Caleb Yarbrough
Arkansas Baptist News

LITTLE ROCK – One would expect 
a church with the name “Cocklebur” 
to be small and rural. What one 
wouldn’t expect is for Cocklebur 
Baptist Church to have such a large 
heart for missions and outreach.

Located in Ward, missions has 
always been a priority of Cocklebur 
Baptist – but it took partnering with 
other churches and organizations to 
bring their first youth group mission 
trip to fruition.

Reaching the Rock, Cockle-
bur’s recent youth mission trip was 
held throughout Little Rock and 
North Little Rock July 8-12 and 
was planned almost exclusively by 
Blake and Sarah Duvall, who serve 
as Cocklebur’s volunteer youth min-
isters.

Blake Duvall said the church 
brought 15 youth between the ages 
of 12 and 17 on the trip and that 
Calvary Baptist Church, Little Rock, 
hosted the group for the week.

“Our No. 1 concern when we felt 
the Lord calling us to do a mission 
trip was finding a place to stay. … 
Calvary stepped up and said, ‘We’d 
be cool with that,’” said Duvall.

He said Cocklebur’s youth had 
the chance to minister in a variety 
of ways during the five-day mission 
trip, including by working with Our 
House, a shelter for working home-

less; The One, a homeless mission; 
Arkansas Rice Depot, the largest 
food bank in Arkansas; Woodland 
Heights retirement center in Little 
Rock, and Arrington Apartments in 
North Little Rock.

“With our group, we are hoping 
that God would open our eyes to 
the needs of those around us. … The 
Bible calls us 
to serve and 
to look out 
for the poor 
and needy, 
and that is 
what we are 
doing every 
m o r n i n g , ” 
said Duvall.

Scott Mar-
tin, North 
A m e r i c a n 
M i s s i o n 
Board mis-
sionary and 
A r k a n s a s 
Baptist State 
Convention (ABSC) ministry con-
sultant, was Cocklebur’s main min-
istry partner during the week.

“Scott was very helpful in setting 
us up with Our House, The Rice 
Depot and also Arrington Apart-
ments. He came out to encourage us 
each day and just to check in to see 
how things were going,” said Duvall.

“It was an easy fit for this group,” 
said Martin. “They wanted to do 

something that was impactful, and 
we had the opportunities here in 
Little Rock. They’ll keep coming 
back. The kids here that they have 
served have already asked them to 
come back.”

Cocklebur also partnered with 
Stanley Johnson, ABSC church 
planter, who recently started a 

church in 
Arr ing ton 
Apartments. 
During the 
week, Cock-
lebur hosted 
a vacation 
Bible school 
every after-
noon in the 
apar tment 
complex.

“ P r o b -
ably the big-
gest blessing 
for us was 
to watch 
our stu -

dents minister to the children at 
Arrington. They really connected 
with each other and loved on one 
another. A few of our students even 
gave out their phone numbers, and 
some of the children have been call-
ing them, asking when we will come 
back out. We are very excited to see 
what the Lord is going to continue 
to do in the lives of our students and 
feel a revival is coming,” said Duvall.

In addition to their morning and 
afternoon ministry sessions, the 
youth took part in worship services 
at Calvary each evening.

Duvall set numerous goals for 
Cocklebur’s youth on their first mis-
sion trip.

“The main things we wanted our 
students to get out of this week was 
for the Lord to open their eyes to 
the needs of others around them, 
for them to see that they can make 
a difference even in menial tasks, 
for the Holy Spirit to move in their 
lives and draw them to a closer re-
lationship with Christ and to come 
together as a group and really bond 
with one another,” said Duvall.

According to Duvall, the youth 
not only accomplished his goals, but 
also were blessed by their first mis-
sions experience and look forward 
to becoming more active in missions 
work in the future.

“Partnership is vital, especially for 
community outreaches,” said Mar-
tin. 

“We had some really good com-
ments from the kids. The main 
thing is that they said that they re-
ally want to come back and connect 
again with those same children that 
they served. And even with those 
same organizations, they said that 
they want to develop consistent out-
reach to those places too.”

Contact Caleb Yarbrough at caleb@
arkansasbaptist.org.

Children make crafts during Cocklebur Baptist’s VBS held July 
8-12 at Arrington Apartments in North Little Rock.

continued from page one
YEC

lead student pastor at all campuses 
of Long Hollow Baptist Church 
near Nashville, Tenn., and author 
of “Checkpoints: A Tactical Guide 
to Manhood.”

The band For King and Country 
will perform a Friday night concert, 
and The Museum will serve as wor-
ship band for the event.

Team Wordplay – a comedy/
drama ministry team – will also be 
featured at the event.

The preshow will feature Brad 
Bennett of Real Encounter Out-
reach, an outreach ministry that fea-
tures mountain bike and motorcycle 
stunt riding and flatland BMX.

The conference will also include a 
new training element this year, said 
Bond. He said Mills will lead a ses-
sion for youth leaders that will focus 
on campus ministry and student 
evangelism.

“The training element of the 
YEC … allows youth leaders to hear 
proven practices for serving on 
school campuses, increasing student 
baptisms and using regular meet-
ings and strategic events to reach 
students for Christ,” said Bond.

“We are also going to implement 
a personal evangelism training seg-
ment into one of our main sessions. 

Brad Bennett will be there as a ‘pre-
show,’ which is an example of at-
tractional event evangelism as well,” 
Bond added. 

“We will also have booth displays 

with examples of mission opportuni-
ties. So, we hope that the weekend 
will expose students/leaders to a 
large variety of possibilities for youth 
evangelism.”

To register, visit www.yecarkansas.
com.

For more information, call 501-
376-4791, ext. 5128, or email kwest@
absc.org.

2013 ABN student ministry resources directory
FOR THE SECOND year, the 
Arkansas Baptist News (ABN) is of-
fering a special advertising direc-
tory focused on student ministry 
resources. The directory will be 
published in the Aug. 22 edition.

The directory is open 
to those offering student-
related ministries and 
resources. Ads will be 
organized according to 
the type of ministry of-
fered, such as youth and 
children’s speakers, musi-
cians and bands, drama 
and improve, creative 
ministries and children’s 
programs. 

“The student ministry 
advertising directory pres-
ents a unique opportuni-
ty for both advertisers and 
student ministers,” said Tim Yar-
brough, ABN editor. “Advertisers 
benefit by having their ministries 
placed in a categorized section, 
which will be viewed by 20,000-
plus Arkansas Baptists statewide. 
Meanwhile, student ministers can 
use the section to find the resourc-

es they need at a glance.”
He explained the issue of the 

ABN containing these ads will be 
distributed beyond the usual realm 
of subscribers. Arkansas Baptist 
youth ministers – subscribers or not 

– will receive a free electronic ver-
sion of the newspaper so they can 
use the directory as a resource.

Yarbrough said it is particularly 
appropriate for the advertising di-
rectory to be published in the Aug. 
22 edition due to the fact that it is 
the edition that will feature a youth 

evangelism section, which will in-
clude coverage of the 2013 Youth 
Evangelism Conference (YEC), 
an annual event attended by hun-
dreds of students. 

“It is going to be a powerful 
issue seen by thousands 
of Arkansas Baptists. It 
would be a great way to 
share with others the re-
sources you provide for 
youth ministry,” said Yar-
brough.

Though larger ads are 
welcome, two general sizes 
of ads are available at a dis-
counted rate – 4.75 inches 
wide by 2 inches tall; and 
2.25 inches wide by 2 
inches tall. 

Each ad will include 
the advertiser’s/ministry’s 

name, contact and website infor-
mation, a photo and a brief de-
scription of the ministry.

Advertising deadline is July 29.
For more information or to ad-

vertise, contact Jessica Vanderpool 
at jessica@arkansasbaptist.org or 
501-376-4791, ext. 5154.
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Mugs Café opens in heart of Argenta
Caleb Yarbrough
Arkansas Baptist News

NORTH LITTLE ROCK – After 
months of preparation and lots of 
support from numerous individuals, 
churches and organizations across 
central Arkansas, Mugs Café held 
its grand opening and ceremonial 
ribbon cutting July 15.

Located in the heart of the Argen-
ta Arts District in down-
town North Little Rock, 
Mugs Café is not the aver-
age trendy java joint. Mugs 
is home of the Church at 
Argenta, a recent church 
plant started by Michael 
Carpenter, Arkansas Bap-
tist State Convention 
church planter and owner 
of Mugs Café.

“Our vision is to become Argen-
ta’s ‘third place.’ Third places are 
places other than home and work, 
but places where you can work and 
also feel at home. We want to be 
that community space for people,” 
said Carpenter. “We say we are a 
place where you can eat and drink 
without the pressure to consume 
and move on. Most restaurants’ ex-
pectation is for you to sit down, get 
your food, eat it and leave. Here that 
expectation is not put on our cus-
tomers.”

One way Mugs Café is attempting 

to create a welcoming environment 
is by using technology to streamline 
their customers’ experiences. Orders 
are taken on an iPad connected to 
a cash register, and customers have 
the option to pay via a service called 
“Square Wallet,” which through a 
free smartphone application, allows 
customers to check out by simply 
telling the cashier their name.

In addition, Mugs and the 
Church at Argenta use 
social media to promote 
their business and minis-
try respectively. Both have 
websites that feature blog 
rolls and constantly up-
date their Facebook and 
Twitter accounts with spe-
cial events and interesting 
blog posts.

Jerry Gay, associational 
missionary for North Pulaski Bap-
tist Association, attended the ribbon 
cutting and said he and North Pu-
laski Baptist Association were happy 
to have the Church at Argenta and 
Mugs Café join them in ministry.

“We began praying for a work like 
this about six years ago, and we were 
excited to see how God is working 
in Michael’s life and with the team 
that he put together. I think that 
this (Mugs Café) is poised to be a 
success, both as a business and as a 
church,” said Gay.

The Church at Argenta has been 

meeting at the home of Carpenter 
and his wife Amanda for the past 
few months and will begin meeting 
at Mugs Café July 21.

According to its website, the 
church’s goal is to create a local body 
of believers that live life together, 
rather than simply focusing on a tra-
ditional once weekly meeting. 

“We will continually hold out 
the promise that it is possible for 
humans to unite with one another, 
offer their individual gifts and share 
a common commitment to God’s 
mission. … What you can expect 
from The Church at Argenta is so 
much greater than what happens 
on any given Sunday,” the website 
states.

Central Baptist Church, North 
Little Rock, is the sponsor church 
for the Church at Argenta and has 
watched the coffee shop develop 
from a prayer-soaked concept to a re-
ality. Wyman Richardson, Central’s 
pastor, attended the grand opening.

“Central Baptist Church ... is 
thrilled with the launch of Mugs 
Café and The Church at Argenta,” 
said Richardson. “It is a fascinating, 
unique and fresh expression of the 
Body of Christ, and we wait with 
bated breath to see all that God 
is going to do in and through this 
body of believers.”

Contact Caleb Yarbrough at caleb@
arkansasbaptist.org.

continued from page one
LAWSUIT

sas after the U.S. Supreme Court 
last month struck down parts of the 
federal Defense of Marriage Act, ef-
fectively extending federal recogni-
tion of marriage to legally wed same-
sex couples.

Larry Page, executive 
director of the Arkansas 
Faith and Ethics Coun-
cil, said following the an-
nouncement of the July 2 
lawsuit: “After the U.S. Su-
preme Court issued its rul-
ing last week on the federal 
Defense of Marriage Act, 
it was nearly a given that 
lawsuits to overturn state 
laws that restricted marriage to het-
erosexual couples would be lodged. 
No one thought it would be as soon 
as the Arkansas case was filed, but 
proponents of the homosexual agen-
da apparently feel the need to take 
advantage of the momentum the 
court’s decision has given them.”

Page said the majority opinion 
in the DOMA case, written by Jus-
tice Anthony Kennedy, featured 
two prominent arguments that have 
bolstered the resolve of the same-sex 
marriage devotees.

“First, the decision was based on 
an ‘equal protection under the law’ 
rationale – a virtual invitation to 
make claim that a bar on same-sex 
marriage is a per se deprivation of 
equal rights and a prima facie case 

of unconstitutional discrimination,” 
Page said. “Second, Justice Kenne-
dy essentially accused defenders of 
traditional marriage of harboring 
animus toward and being bigoted 
against those same-sex couples seek-
ing to marry. That, too, seemed to 
be an enticement to take the win-
ning polemics of the DOMA argu-
ment to their logical extension and 
simply rule all bars to same-sex mar-

riage to be unconstitution-
al denials of a fundamen-
tal right.”

Page said he believes the 
Supreme Court is attempt-
ing to be more and more 
“politically correct.”

“What we are witness-
ing is the metamorpho-
sis of the U.S. Supreme 
Court – it has ceased being 

a fair and impartial arbiter of legal 
disputes in which it interprets the 
law. (It) has transformed itself into a 
forum in which political correctness 
and the whims of popular opinion 
dictate its decisions, rather than the 
strict letter of the law or the will of 
the body politic as manifested in le-
gitimate elections,” he said.

“The Founders of this Republic 
– as expressed most eloquently by 
Thomas Jefferson – most feared an 
active judiciary that was not duty-
bound by the law, but rather would 
let itself be carried along by the vari-
ous and arbitrary predilections of its 
members. A sad day indeed.”

Amendment 83 defines marriage 
in Arkansas as being only between 
one man and one woman. Arkan-

sas is one of 35 states that prohibit 
same-sex marriage, according to the 
National Conference of State Leg-
islatures (NCSL) website. Thirteen 
states (including California) and 
Washington, D.C., now allow same-
sex marriages. (Recently passed laws 
in Delaware, Minnesota and Rhode 
Island take effect this summer.) 
Four states allow same-sex couples 
to enter civil unions (including three 
states that prohibit same-sex mar-
riage), according to the NCSL.

The latest lawsuit in Arkansas 
says Amendment 83 and state law 
violate the right to equal protection 
and due process of law under the 
14th Amendment to the U.S. Con-
stitution, the Democrat-Gazette said. 

“Arkansas law denies plaintiffs 
and other same-sex couples the fun-
damental right to marry,” the Dem-
ocrat-Gazette reported the lawsuit as 
stating.

The lawsuit sets out three sepa-
rate ways Amendment 83 and the 
pertinent state laws violate the 14th 
Amendment, the Democrat-Gazette 
reported, by (1) depriving some 
people of the “fundamental right” 
to marry, (2) discriminating on the 
basis of sexual orientation and (3) 
discriminating on the basis of gen-
der.

In a 5-4 decision June 26, the 
U.S. Supreme Court struck down a 
key provision of the 1996 Defense of 
Marriage Act (DOMA). In addition 
to their federal decision regarding 
DOMA, the court ruled in Califor-
nia’s Proposition 8, essentially legal-
izing gay marriage in California.

Baptist Health cuts 170
jobs across its system
LITTLE ROCK – Baptist Health 
of Little Rock announced July 16 
that 170 workers in its system are 
losing their jobs. The layoffs are 
immediate and were to be com-
pleted by week’s end, Arkansas 
Business reported. The cuts will 
“not impact the quality of clinical 
patient care, … and they are con-
sistent with actions other hospi-
tals have taken,” Mark Lowman, 
a Baptist Health spokesman, 
said in a statement to the busi-
ness journal. Baptist Health has 
hospitals in Little Rock, North 
Little Rock and Arkadelphia and 
about 7,300 workers. Layoffs tar-
get employees who aren’t nurses.

Internet freedom vital 
to religious freedom  
WASHINGTON (BP) – Inter-
net freedom is vital to religious 
freedom, and the United States 
should make greater efforts to 
breach the firewalls of repressive 
regimes, in the view of Baptist 
public policy specialist Barrett 
Duke. Speaking at a religious 
liberty conference, Duke said the 
federal agency that oversees inter-
national media – the Broadcast-
ing Board of Governors – should 
dramatically increase its support 
of technology to breach Internet 
firewalls established by authori-
tarian governments. Oppressive 
states are using a variety of meth-
ods – including connection dis-
ruptions, content blocking and 
violence against bloggers – to re-
strict online speech, according to 
a 2012 report that identified the 
countries with the worst Internet 
freedom records as Iran, Cuba 
and China.

Church marriage
policies tightening
ALEXANDRIA, La. (BP) – 
Churches are beginning to add 
a stipulation in their bylaws that 
their ministers perform only tra-
ditional marriages on their prem-
ises, in response to the Supreme 
Court’s same-sex marriage deci-
sions in late June. Greg Erwin, 
a Baton Rouge attorney who 
represents the Louisiana Baptist 
Convention, said, “The ruling 
means the same for Louisiana 
churches as for churches in all 
states, except that in states where 
they have banned discrimination 
based upon sexual orientation, 
churches are more at risk than 
churches in states that would not 
pass such a law.”

Carpenter

Page
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your newspaper expect you to cover 
the things that affect and concern 
them the most.

That’s not to the say readers never 
want to hear about state or national 
affairs, but rather a good newspa-

per will  strive to 
strike a balance by 
informing them on 
how these events di-
rectly impact their 
lives.

That’s how we go 
about our ministry 
at the ABN, always 

striving to tell the story of Arkansas 
Baptists first, then seeking to provide 
context for everything else that may 
impact your life and ministry as you 
seek to make Jesus Christ known in 
your town, state, nation and world.

Many of the publishers and edi-
tors I met at the APA convention are 
people of faith just like you and me. 
In fact, a publisher of a small weekly 
told me proudly, “I put a Bible verse 
on the front page every week!” He 
added that he sometimes receives 
comments from readers of how the 

I was reminded again recently at 
the annual Arkansas Press As-

sociation (APA) SuperConvention 
meeting of the significant impact of 
your state Baptist newspaper.

Our regular readers know the Ar-
kansas Baptist News 
is not only the No. 
1 religious newspa-
per in Arkansas, it 
is also one of the 
top 10 subscrip-
tion-based news-
papers – religious 
or secular – in the 
Natural State.

At the APA meeting, I met some 
wonderful folks who publish and 
edit newspapers across our great 
state. While there were some larger 
newspapers in attendance, such as 
the Arkansas Democrat-Gazette, most 
of those attending represented the 
smaller dailies and weeklies.

And that’s where we find our com-
monality.

You see, any good student of jour-
nalism will tell you that “all news 
is local,” meaning people who read 

The impact of your Baptist newspaper

PRESSING 
ON 

Tim Yarbrough

Cartoon by Gary Thomas   
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verse blessed their lives.
If you are a pastor, other church 

staff or church member, help pass 
the word to others you meet about 
our state Baptist newspaper and en-
courage them to subscribe. 

Together, we all make an enor-
mous impact on Arkansas, and we 
need everyone to read how God is 
using Arkansas Baptists each and 
every day to further the gospel of 
Jesus Christ!

Building a firm foundation in children
B roken foundations are costly 

and heartbreaking. No mat-
ter how beautiful or impressive 
a house is, the future can bring 
only trouble for a structure when 
its foundation is unsound. 

It is always better in the long 
run to invest the necessary time 
and effort in getting the founda-
tion sound 
and true.

This prin-
ciple holds for 
growing lives 
just as surely 
as it does for 
constructing 
buildings. 

Without the proper spiritual 
basics, a life is doomed to trouble 
in this life and destruction in 
eternity. Living without the 
knowledge of God’s Truth is like 
putting up walls on sand or clay. 

Great efforts will be necessary 
to constantly patch and repair 
damage, and in the end, the walls 
will fall despite all effort.

VIEWPOINT
Richard Foster

 Grace Baptist Church
Camden

The fundamentals of faith 
should be prayerfully and carefully 
laid in the life of a person before 
reaching the teenage years. 

Once we become adults, we 
begin building our lives. If we 
discover that the foundation we 
received is unsound, then we must 
decide whether we will start all 

over and rebuild 
or keep trying to 
make due with 
what we have.

If we build a 
life on anything 
but God’s Truth, 
the struggles 
and temptations 

of this age will eventually find 
the weaknesses. Stubborn pride, 
frustration or despair can easily 
persuade us not to do the difficult 
work of starting over from the 
ground up. 

Since anything is possible with 
God, lives can be remade success-
fully at any time. Better to get it 
right the first time, however, be-

cause we do not know when our 
lives in this world will come to an 
end.

When we teach our children 
God’s Truth, then we are giving 
them the chance to build their lives 
on the Rock. 

We cannot save them or force 
them to be saved, but we can re-
move as many obstacles as possible. 
We can make sure they know about 
God’s love and about His plan of 
salvation and blessing.

We advance God’s kingdom 
when we labor to build firm spiri-
tual foundations in the lives of chil-
dren. Such labor is not in vain.

May God’s Spirit empower us 
to keep the faith alive in our own 
hearts and in the hearts of our chil-
dren.

Richard Foster is pastor of Grace 
Baptist Church, Camden. This article 
first appeared on his blog, Brother Rich-
ard’s Blog, at http://brotherrichards-
blog.com. Read more Arkansas Baptist 
blogs at www.arkansasbaptist.org/
abn-blogroll.
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A ccording to statistics published by LifeWay Chris-
tian Resources, more than 3 million children 

enroll in vacation Bible school (VBS) each year. That is 
incredible! VBS is highly recognized as the most effec-
tive evangelism strategy we have now and have ever had. 
When you consider the effectiveness of VBS in baptiz-
ing people into the kingdom of God, it makes you won-
der why we relegate VBS to a children’s program when 
there is so much we can learn about reaching people. 

Here are just a few lessons we can learn from VBS: 
First, it reminds us the gospel has 

not lost its power. The Bible says 
unequivocally that the gospel is “the 
power of God unto salvation.” It is 
incredible how many children give 
their lives to Jesus in response to the 
clear gospel teaching that occurs dur-
ing VBS week. Every year the heart of 
your church is stirred and encouraged 
watching the baptisms that come after 
decisions made in VBS. 

Second, VBS reveals how far removed we are from 
a true passion for the lost. We are burdened about 
seeing people rescued from hell above all else. While 
people will “amen” this statement, baptisms continue 
to decline in our denomination. If we are to reach lost 
folks, and VBS is such a strong and effective evange-
lism tool, why is it relegated to a once-a-year children’s 
program? Seriously, if it works so well, then why not 
do it more often? We are so caught up in our paradigm 
of church that we are missing a very simple plan to see 
more people saved. Why not do it two times – Christ-
mas break and spring break? Why not create a VBS-style 
children’s service? If it works so well, then why do we 
hesitate to use what works? Maybe we are not as willing 
to pursue the lost as we might think. 

Third, VBS illustrates the impact of focusing on 
children’s ministry and reaching families. Lost and 
unchurched people love to come to VBS. They will 
gladly enter a church they have never attended to reg-
ister their children for VBS. A VBS sign is the most 
effective sign a church can ever post. Why not provide 

a children’s ministry that does the same thing? Parents 
will do anything for their children. They will come to 
your church when you cater to their children and love 
them. 

Fourth, we learn how to equip members in the 
church to become better soul winners. I have been 
challenging our church for years to realize it is not dif-
ficult to become a soul winner – just teach third grade! 
VBS focuses on teaching the gospel, and therefore, it 
equips you to be a soul winner. The ABC method of ex-

plaining the gospel works more than 
just one week per year. Youth volun-
teers have been saved after learning 
it. We take it on mission trips. Many 
of our members led their first soul to 
Jesus using the ABCs during VBS. If 
your church did more with VBS and 
children’s ministry, how many soul 
winners could be equipped in your 
church? 

Fifth, VBS teaches us how to minister effectively 
to children. It is not difficult. The VBS components 
are simple yet powerful: prayer coverage, a focus on the 
gospel, teaching Bible verses, the power of music as a 
teaching tool, any amount of creativity adds great en-
ergy, children respond to love and involving the entire 
church pays huge dividends. Every church can do those 
things regardless of size, budget or location. 

It is astounding that churches everywhere ignore the 
true importance of VBS. It is not merely a children’s 
program, but a highly effective evangelism strategy. Do 
not ignore the lessons your church can learn in reach-
ing the lost. More importantly, do not ignore this tool 
for seeing people saved. Gather a group of people and 
sit down with the pastor to explore how the lessons of 
VBS can help you reach more lost people. Develop your 
children’s program. Start a VBS-style children’s service. 
Add a family component to your morning service that 
engages children and parents. Create some VBS-type 
events. Why not? VBS has taught us it works.

Greg Addison is president of the Arkansas Baptist State 
Convention and pastor of First Baptist Church, Cabot.

What we can learn from VBS?

Gore

Baptists Ask
I find it hard to pray, “Give 
us this day our daily bread,” 
when I have so much al-
ready. What should I do?

PRESIDENT’S
PERSPECTIVE

Greg Addison

Left behind

For most American Chris-
tians, the “daily bread” part 

of the Lord’s Prayer seems re-
dundant. Because most believ-
ers live an affluent, middle-class 
lifestyle, 
how should 
they under-
stand this 
prayer?

“Daily 
bread” prob-
ably alludes 
to two Old 
Testament 
passages. It reminds readers of 
the daily manna the Israelites 
received in the wilderness. God 
fed all of them during their 40-
year journey (Ex. 16; Deut. 8:3). 
It also alludes to Agur the Sage, 
who prayed, “Give me neither 
poverty nor riches, but give 
me only my daily bread” (Prov. 
30:8).  Jesus’ prayer reminds 
believers that God provides for 
their needs, and that should be 
sufficient.

Oftentimes, God provides 
Christians more than enough 
food. This is especially true in 
the U.S., with one out of every 
three Americans being obese. 
Ironically, one out of every six 
Americans goes to bed hungry. 
Because believers have received 
so much, God challenges Chris-
tians to share what they have 
received. Haddon Robinson 
notes that because the prayer is 
corporate (“give us … our daily 
bread”), God wants believers to 
meet each other’s needs. It is 
a duty – a command – to help 
others receive nourishment.

How should affluent Chris-
tians pray this part of the Lord’s 
Prayer? First, they should give 
thanks when they have more 
than enough. Every good thing 
comes from God, whether it 
be food, their incomes or their 
livelihoods. Second, believers 
should recognize the corporate 
opportunity of the prayer and 
ask how they might meet the 
needs of those who do not 
have enough. They can give 
generously to families in need, 
whether personally or through 
food banks, church pantries 
and shelters. When God pro-
vides more than enough, believ-
ers must provide for those who 
have so little. 
 
Ken Gore is chair of the depart-
ment of Christian studies at Wil-
liams Baptist College in Walnut 
Ridge. To submit a question, email 
tim@arkansasbaptist.org or call 
501-376-4791, ext. 5153.

I recently preached a missionary commissioning ser-
vice at First Baptist Church of Raytown, Mo., for a 

family who is being deployed to an undisclosed area 
of the world. I love preaching these special events, as 
they are always occasions filled with joyful anticipa-
tion, fervent prayer, thanksgiving and cheerleading. 
But this one was different. This service was for my 
baby sister, her husband and their four children.  
This time my heart felt more pain than excitement; 
and I felt more like a proud brother than commis-
sioning preacher. For the first time 
in my life, I felt the complex set of 
emotions experienced by mission-
aries’ extended family members.

Through the years, Arkansas 
Baptists have seen many missionar-
ies sent from our churches to the 
ends of the earth. We pray for our 
missionaries, encourage our mis-
sionaries and love on them when 
they come home for a stateside assignment. Many of 
our churches provide mission houses, automobiles 
and other resources for them during their short peri-
odic stays in America. But, I realize that too often we 
forget to encourage, pray for and minister to the fam-
ilies of those missionaries who are in our churches.

Here are some ways to consider ministering to the 
mothers and fathers whose children and grandchil-
dren are serving as missionaries, the children whose 
parents or grandparents are serving as missionaries 
or the siblings and other family members of mission-
aries in your congregation:

(1) Send a personal card, letter or email to let them 

know you are truly praying for the missionaries and 
also for them. This is particularly special around holi-
days and birthdays. (2) Assist them in periodically 
making a Skype call (live video chat over the Inter-
net). (3) Schedule a Skype call during a worship ser-
vice and having a special time of prayer for both the 
missionaries and the family members who are in your 
church. (4) Host a fellowship. This time should in-
clude prayer, encouragement and an opportunity for 
family members to share stories and talk about how 

they celebrate birthdays and other 
special occasions long-distance. (5) 
Publicly recognize the birthdays 
and wedding anniversaries of the 
missionaries who have family mem-
bers in your church. Invite family 
members to participate and help 
lead in a time of focused prayer for 
the missionaries. Pray for the family 
members of those missionaries. (6) 

Remember there is always added stress when a family 
crisis occurs (accident, death, trouble with a child, 
etc.) and family members (the missionaries) are un-
able to be there. This is hard on both the missionar-
ies and the family members at home. Be sensitive to 
these needs.

These are just a few things you can do. There are 
certainly more. Consider what you and your church 
can do to reach out to these family members. It is not 
just the missionaries who make a sacrifice; it is their 
family members too.

Eric W. Ramsey is president of TCWM, based in Moun-
tainburg.

ANSWERING
THE CALL

Eric Ramsey
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Freeman Heights ‘re-energized for cause of Christ’
Jessica Vanderpool
Arkansas Baptist News

BERRYVILLE – More than 80 
members of all ages from Freeman 
Heights Baptist Church, Berryville, 
took part in the first-ever Mission 
Berryville, a weekend mission proj-
ect held June 28-29.

Participants ministered in 10 lo-
cations. Acts of service in-
cluded taking 10 cents off 
a gallon of gas, paying for 
car washes, paying for the 
use of Laundromat wash-
ers and driers and helping 
with community cleanup. 
In addition, they held a 
backyard Bible club, prayer 
walked and did door-to-
door evangelism.

“The purpose of Mission Ber-
ryville was to be a physical represen-
tation of the love of Christ to our 
community,” said Josh Comer, pas-
tor of student ministries at Freeman 
Heights Baptist who helped plan the 
event and was in charge of media for 
the event. “We wanted to show our 
community that Freeman Heights 
cares about them because Christ 
first cares about us.”

He said they wanted members 
to transition from the building to 
being in the community. 

“We wanted to let our city know 

that Freeman Heights was a place 
where Christ is worshipped and 
where people, no matter whom they 
are, matter to Christ,” he said.

Comer explained it was meant to 
mirror the state convention’s Acts 
1:8 One Day Mission Trip.

He shared that though they 
don’t know of any decisions made 
for Christ as a result of the event, 

they were able to plant 
“the seed of the gospel 
into many different people 
throughout the weekend.”

“Mission Berryville also 
made our members see 
that sharing the love of 
Christ is not only what we 
are called to do, but that 
it is as simple as caring for 
someone enough that they 

see Christ through us,” Comer said.
“When we had our celebration 

service Saturday evening, the over-
whelming response from our people 
is, ‘This is something we can do,’ 
and, ‘There’s no reason why we can’t 
keep this up,’” he said. “Our church 
family has been re-energized for the 
cause of Christ in our community.”

Senior Pastor Alan Brown said he 
heard from members of all ages who 
were excited to continue serving. 
Some are even finding short-term 
mission projects in Arkansas to plan 
for the fall. 

“When I think of Mission Ber-
ryville, there is a Scripture passage 
that seems to explain it best,” he 
said, quoting Philippians 2:1-3 
(NKJV; parentheses added), which 
says, “Therefore if there is any con-
solation (encouragement) in Christ, 
if any comfort of love, if any fellow-
ship of the Spirit, if any affection 
and mercy, fulfill my joy by being 
like-minded, having the same love, 
being of one accord, of one mind. 
Let nothing be done through selfish 

ambition or conceit, but in lowliness 
of mind let each esteem others bet-
ter than himself.”  

“That really sums up what our 
people were like when over 80 mem-
bers of our church family showed 
and served each other and the com-
munity where we live,” Brown said. 
“One member said it best, ‘I think 
this may have done more good for 
the church than anything else.’”

Contact Jessica Vanderpool at  
jessica@arkansasbaptist.org.

Brown
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Pentagon chaplain preaches at FBC Stuttgart
STUTTGART – Deputy Pentagon 
Chaplain Kenneth R. Williams – 
an Arkansas native and graduate of 
Ouachita Baptist Univer-
sity – shared about how to 
prepare for “the battles of 
life” July 7 at First Baptist 
Church, Stuttgart. 

Williams and Sam Rob-
erts, pastor of First Baptist, 
attended Ouachita Baptist 
together. Roberts said Wil-
liams was a natural one 
to invite as the church 
celebrated its freedom around the 
Fourth of July holiday.

Williams urged the congrega-
tion to pray for the work of all 
chaplains and especially those serv-

ing under the endorsement of the 
North American Mission Board of 
the Southern Baptist Convention. 

Members received chap-
laincy prayer cards in the 
morning bulletin.

“I’m Baptist. I don’t do 
a Catholic Mass. I don’t 
do a Jewish service. I don’t 
do a Muslim service. I do a 
Protestant service. My ser-
vice is much like what you 
are having this morning,” 
said Williams.  

Williams said he does his best “to 
present God’s message and God’s 
Truth in a way that people will re-
ceive Him as their Savior and Lord.” 

“I can’t do anything outside my 

faith,” he said. “The Army – the gov-
ernment – can’t make me do some-
thing that I don’t believe in.”

Williams said while the United 
States faces numerous cultural chal-
lenges – such as the recent ruling 
against the Defense of Marriage 
Act – he cannot “be forced to do 
things against my theology and my 
doctrine.”

He shared from Matt. 4:1-11, 
where Jesus was led into the wilder-
ness to be tested by the devil.

Williams shared about his own 
wilderness experience when his wife 
of 28 years, the late Linda Darling 
from Crossett, died of cancer.

“Sometimes when we find our-
selves in a desert or a battle, we 
whine or complain (to God),” he 
said.

Williams said people must real-
ize sometimes God leads them to 
the desert for a particular reason 
and for a particular purpose. In 
the passage from Matthew, for ex-
ample, Williams pointed out the 
three temptations of Jesus are all 
about Jesus “using His power for                        

selfish reasons.”
Quoting Hebrews 4:14-16, Wil-

liams said Jesus sympathizes with 
people’s weaknesses because He has 
been tested. Jesus is our example 
and direction.

Williams said he went through a 
very lonely time following the loss of 
his wife, but God saw him through it 
in ways he never imagined.

“God has a great way of giving 
you what you need when you need 
it,” said Williams. 

“God began to work in my heart 
and to purify me, until I got to the 
point where He said, ‘OK, now 
you’re ready. Now you’re ready 
for what I have for you.’ And He 
brought me through the desert and 
taught me what I needed to know,” 
he said.

“This sermon is not about Ken 
Williams finding a wife,” Williams 
told those present. “This sermon 
is about us being willing to accept 
the desert experience and fight the 
battle of selfishness, so that God 
prepares us for what He has in the 
future.”

Williams
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C l a s s i f i e d s
PASTOR

Tuckerman FBC is in search of a part-time/
bi-vocational pastor. Send resumes by email 
to ddixonasp165@live.com or Pastor Search Com-
mittee, C/O D. Dixon, 140 Greenhaw, Tuckerman, 
AR 72473.

Small northeast Arkansas church is in search of 
pastor. Send all resumes to Manila BC, C/O Pastor 
Search Committee, P.O. Box 748, Manila, AR 72442.

First Baptist Church, Dumas, is seeking a full-
time pastor. Send resumes to First Baptist 
Church, Pastor Search Committee, 200 East Water-
man, Dumas, AR 71639 or email to FBCdumas@
centurytel.net.

Coronado Baptist Church of Hot Springs Village 
is seeking a full-time pastor. Send resumes to 
Coronado Baptist Church Pastor Search Commit-
tee, coronadobap@sbcglobal.net or mail to 198 
Carmona Center Drive, Suite 4, Hot Springs Village, 
AR 71909.

First Baptist Church of Lewisville is seeking a 
pastor. Send resumes to Pastor Search Commit-
tee at P.O. Box 97, Lewisville, AR 71845 or email to 
lewfbc@whti.net.

First Baptist Church, Lecompte, is seeking a 
pastor. Send resume to First Baptist Church 
Lecompte, Attn: Pastor Search Committee, P.O. Box 
1070, Lecompte, LA 71346. Located 15 minutes 
south of Alexandria, La. Beautiful campus - great 
growth potential. Contact: 318-776-9487.

New Hope Baptist Church, Omaha, is seek-
ing a bi-vocational pastor. Email resume to 
newhope@omahaweb.net or contact Bonnie at 
870-426-3984. 

OTHER STAFF POSITIONS

Ridgecrest Baptist Church, Benton, seeking bi-
vocational youth minister. Send resumes 
to Youth Minister Search Team, Ridgecrest Baptist 
Church, 900 Ridge Road, Benton, AR 72015.

Seeking student pastor for growing youth/
college age program. Energetic person or couple 
with an excitement to follow God and leading oth-
ers to Christ. Send resume: jayreb@windstream.
net or 6817 Shannon Road, Pine Bluff, AR 71603. 
Pastor Bobby Hartsfield: 870-692-0558.

First Baptist Church of Atkins is currently seek-
ing a full-time student pastor. Please send 
all correspondence to duffelbag55@gmail.com. 
For additional information, please contact Ferrel 
Duffel at 870-838-3277.

First Baptist Church of Judsonia is seeking a 
part-time minister of music. Email resumes 
to fbcjud@gmail.com or call 501-279-6748.

Formosa Baptist in Clinton is prayerfully search-
ing for a part-time worship leader who can 
lead a blended service. Please send resumes or 
questions to billytreece@hotmail.com or Formosa 
Baptist Church, P.O. Box 1530, Clinton, AR 72031. 

West Fork FBC is seeking a full-time minis-

ter to students who is excited and experienced 
in developing and reaching our young generation 
and their parents. Send all resumes and correspon-
dence to hclowerhunt@yahoo.com.

First Baptist Church, Wagoner, Okla., is seeking 
a full-time children’s minister. Please send 
resume to First Baptist Church, Attn: Mark Pointer, 
401 N.E. 2nd St., Wagoner, OK 74467 or mark@
fbcwagoner.com. Contact person is Mark Pointer: 
918-485-2428.

Walnut Valley Baptist Church is currently seek-
ing part-time worship pastor. Contact Tim 
Forrest, tforrest@cablelynx.com or send to 1698 N. 
Hwy. 7, Hot Springs, AR 71909.

Camp Paron is seeking a married couple 
willing to work flexible hours and varied tasks. 
Housing may be included as part of the pay pack-
age. Call 501-837-7362 for more information.

Holly Springs Baptist Church in Holly Springs 
has two bi-vocational positions open - youth 
pastor and worship leader. Call David Dillard 
at 870-687-1590 for information.

MISCELLANEOUS

Williams Baptist College, Walnut Ridge seeks a 
qualified individual with law enforcement experi-
ence to serve as director of campus safety. 
Applicant must be a commissioned security officer 
through the Arkansas Board of Private Investigators 
and Private Security Agencies and have an associ-

ate’s degree (bachelor’s degree preferred), as well 
as commitment to the college’s values and mis-
sion. For a complete job description: williamsbap-
tistcollege.com/employment. Submit application 
materials, including a letter of interest, resume and 
contact information, via email to hr@wbcoll.edu. 
Applications accepted until position is filled. 

Rogers 925 Electric Organ: 77 stops 28 
orch voices 50-bank spk sys 102 Db. $25,000 OBO. 
Call 409-659-3641 or go to www.fbcbeaumont.
org.

Solid mahogany pews: Large 15 ft. long, 
$150 each. Small 12 ft. long, $100 each. 409-659-
3641.

Handbells: White Chapel Bell Foundry of 
England, 3.5 octaves. $20,000 OBO. 409-659-
3641.

To place a classified, 
call 501-376-4791, ext. 5153.

A mission team from 
Washington Madison Baptist 
Association recently spent a 
week in Matamoros, Mexico. 
The team of 12, represent-
ing seven churches, did repair 
work at a children’s home and 
conducted two eyeglass clin-
ics where 29 people prayed to 
receive Christ.

Mexico missions

Members from six North Pulaski Baptist Association churches joined together to serve in Puembo, 
Ecuador, June 21-29. Team members built cabinets and painted in a church and school. Other 
members worked in church members’ homes. One of the team leaders led a conference for local 
pastors in evangelism. A partnership team toured the greater Quito area to make an assessment of 
potential future partnerships. 

North Pulaski Association on mission

Sold Out youth conference set for Aug. 17
RUSSELLVILLE – Youth from 
Russellville and surrounding areas 
are invited to attend the Sold Out 
conference set for Saturday, 
Aug. 17 at Fair Park Baptist 
Church, 615 S. Knoxville 
Ave., Russellville.

Kirby Vardeman, pastor of 
LifeStone Church in Russell-
ville, is the organizer of the 
event. The conference theme 
is Marvelous Grace.

“Sold Out is back, and this 
year is better than before,” said Var-
deman. “Our emphasis in this year’s 
conference is on the gospel of God’s 
grace. His grace saves us, sustains us 

and changes us. His grace is what 
helps us to be the Church that He 
saw us being as He died 

for us.”
More than 60 

youth attended last 
year’s conference, 
but Vardeman said 
he expects more 
than double for 
this year’s event.

Speakers in-
cluded at the con-

ference are Brad Morgan, LifeStone 
Church student pastor, and Jay 
Ham, equipping pastor for missions, 
outreach and recreation at First Bap-

tist Church, Russellville.
The Elliott Andrews Band of 

Crossett will be featured 
in worship, and 
the worship leader 
for the day is Paul 
Rideout, LifeStone 
Church worship 
pastor.

Vardeman said 
the main session 
will be “a time of 
powerful worship 

focusing on God and His grace 
through instrument and song, 
along with teaching relevant to the 
students to glorify God and stir His 

people to act out in love for Him.”
There will also be breakout ses-

sions “in which students can more 
closely focus on the teaching 
and openly discuss how what 
they have learned can change 
how they live,” Vardeman said.

A mission emphasis will 
give students the opportunity 
to hear about various people 
groups around the world and 
how each can participate in 
reaching their city, state, coun-

try and world through Jesus as well.
For more information or to regis-

ter, visit http://soldoutconference.
com or call 479-567-8850.

MorganHam
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Happy Birthday!
to all the missionary kids attending college who are

 celebrating birthdays in the month of August.
◆ Aug 30: Robyn Getsee, OBU Box 4467, Arkadelphia, AR 71998-0001; 
 Thailand. 

Church life
Crossgate Church, Hot Springs, 

sent a team to Ecuador June 15-22. 
The team worked in three schools 
sharing the gospel through song, 
drama and skits. The team also vis-
ited several local communities, giv-
ing out food baskets and witnessing. 

Fifty-five students from Cross-
gate Church, Hot Springs, attended 
Student Life Camp in Tenn. Four 
students received Christ and others 
rededicated their lives.

First Baptist Church, Scranton, 
is celebrating its 45th anniversary 

On the move
Ryan Cardona has been called to 

First Baptist Church, Ward, as min-
ister of youth.

Obituaries
Kenneth Lee Boyd, 79, of Aus-

tin, died July 6. 
He was a member 
of First Baptist 
Church, Ward, 
where he served as a 
deacon. He was also 
a member of Arkan-
sas Nailbenders for 
Jesus and a veteran 

of the United States Army. Boyd 
was preceded in death by his parents 
and first wife, Jean Boyd. He is sur-
vived by his wife, Margaret Wright 
Bittle Boyd, retired employee of the 
Arkansas Baptist State Convention 
discipleship, evangelism and Sunday 
school department (now evangelism 
and church growth team), two sons, 
three daughters, two stepchildren, a 
brother, a sister, nine grandchildren, 

during the 11 a.m. worship service 
Aug. 4. Lynn Riley, Arkansas Baptist 
State Convention evangelism and 
church growth team member, will 
serve as speaker. All former pastors 
and members are invited.

Walnut Street Baptist Church, 
Jonesboro, recently participated 
in the Military BibleStick project 
with Faith Comes By Hearing. The 
“BibleStick,” a digital audio player, 
allows men and women serving in 
the military to listen to the New Tes-
tament at any time.

East Side Baptist Church, Moun-
tain Home, will host a Living Proof 
Live Simulcast with Beth Moore on 
Sept. 14. Simulcast hours are 8:30 
a.m. until 3:15 p.m. For more infor-
mation, contact the church office at 
870-425-3689.

Geyer Springs First Baptist 
Church, Little Rock, will host their 

annual 5K run benefiting Shepherd-
ing His Flock adoption ministry at 
7:30 a.m. Aug. 17. For more infor-
mation, call 501-455-3474.

East Side Baptist Church, Moun-
tain Home, will sponsor a women’s 
missions event from 6 to 8 p.m. 
Sept. 30. The “I’m In! R U N?” event 
will include a meal, music, special 
speakers and child care. For more 
information, call 870-453-2575.

four step grandchildren, 15 great-
grandchildren and three step great-
grandchildren. Funeral services were 
held in July at First Baptist Church, 
Ward. Memorials may be made to 
First Baptist’s building fund.

East Mt. Zion Trinity Baptist Church, Clarksville, sent 11 members to assist First Baptist Church in 
Big Piney, Wyo., with vacation Bible school in June. Van Edwards, pastor of Big Piney, is a former 
member of East Mt. Zion Trinity Baptist. About 50 children attended the vacation Bible school with 
three children making professions of faith.

East Mt. Zion Trinity Baptist VBS missions trip

Noah Pounds (front), Chase 
Crow (back left) and Marty 
Lansdell (back right) take part 
in vacation Bible school, host-
ed June 17-21 by Oak Grove 
Baptist Church, Ashdown. 
There were 110 in total enroll-
ment, one profession of faith 
and many seeds planted. 

Oak Grove 
Baptist VBS

World Changers impacts LR
LITTLE ROCK – “Change the 
city; change the world.” This was 
the theme of nearly 400 students 
and adults participating in World 
Changers in Little Rock July 8-20. 
In the course of two weeks, the stu-
dents from all over 
the country learned 
how to be servants 
by meeting the 
physical and spiri-
tual needs of Little 
Rock. 

The students 
lodged at Life Line 
Baptist Church, 
Little Rock, but 
about 30 other local 
churches helped 
make these weeks successful. 

“God uses World Changers to 
change the world, and that’s just 
what they do through their sacrifi-
cial giving and service and sharing of 
the gospel of Jesus Christ. These two 
weeks have brought 400 students 
(and adults) to Little Rock, and lives 
have been changed for eternity,” said 
Jeff Dial, pastor of Life Line Baptist.

Formerly of the North American 
Mission Board, World Changers has 
undergone several changes since be-
coming part of LifeWay Christian 
Resources. For example, LifeWay 
has increased safety regulations and 

now only allows participants over 
the age of 18 on roofs.  

These and similar changes have 
brought new opportunities. For 
the first time in the 10 years World 
Changers has been in Little Rock, 

the city hosted two 
project weeks.

One hundred 
ninety-eight stu-
dents and adults 
came to Little Rock 
the week of July 8 
for the first commu-
nity service-focused 
project in this city. 
While 11 crews still 
did construction 
work, there were 

also five outreach sites where sports 
camps, vacation Bible schools and 
backyard Bible clubs were held.  

The second week, July 15- 19, was 
a more traditional World Changers 
week. Two hundred students and 
adults participated in construction 
work and painting.

“It’s cool to see that our church 
isn’t the only one who wants to 
change the world,” said Hunter 
Clampit, 18, of Harrisburg. “I love 
to meet people from other places 
who have the same passions I have.” 

Together, students like Clampit 
are changing the world for Christ.

World Changers participants gather at the 
capitol to pray for their mission.
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Solomon, in Ecclesiastes, infers 
the question “Is it really worth the 
effort?” Most of the time, we can 
also hear his answer, “Certain paths 
in life lead to emptiness.”  

God designed our 
lives to fulfill specific 
purposes He planned 
for us. Following His 
design is indeed worth 
the effort. To ensure 
we do follow Him, God 
gives us some warnings, 
in His Word, so we can 
stay on track. He also 
promises a path that is 
sure to succeed. Here, 
the teacher lays them 
out: (1) In Ecclesiastes 
5:10, we learn neither 
money nor possessions buy happi-
ness. Indeed, many surveys have 
proven that the most unhappy 
people in the world are people who 
place too much emphasis on gain-
ing wealth and possessions. If gain-
ing and storing wealth are at the top 
of your priority list, then you could 
be headed for failure. (2) Efforts to 
stockpile riches are counterproduc-
tive to the purpose of God’s bless-
ings. God taught us through His 
Covenant Promise to Abraham that 

He would bless us so we could be a 
blessing to others. If God’s blessings 
are getting stuck with us and not 
flowing through to others, then we 
are headed for failure. (3) Content-

ment in God can result 
in permanent joy! The 
Apostle Paul learned 
how to be “content” in 
whatever state he was in 
(Phil. 4:11). All things 
other than your relation-
ship with God through 
His Son Jesus Christ 
can let you down. If you 
are content with Christ, 
then you can learn to be 
content with everything 
else. To the person who 
does not hold onto 

“things” too tightly, they can actu-
ally provide the temporary pleasure 
that God intends. 

To the person that is always in 
need of material possessions, there 
is simply never enough. In today’s 
consumer-driven culture, we would 
be wise to remain focused on eternal 
possessions and inheritance. The 
wise quote attributed to mission-
ary Jim Elliot is, “He is no fool who 
gives up what he cannot keep to gain 
that which he cannot lose.”

“In the beginning was the Word, 
and the Word was with God, and 
the Word was God” (John 1:1). The 
author of John highlights the impor-
tance of Jesus and His deity. He is 
God but also became 
fully human when 
He came to earth and 
challenged people to 
repent. John described 
Jesus as “the Word” 
(John 1:1). The Word 
is eternal, having been 
with God from the be-
ginning (John 1:1-2). 

God sent His Son 
to His people. Though 
some did not receive 
Jesus or His teaching 
(John 1:11), there were 
many who believed in God (John 
1:12). This belief did not come from 
their own actions, someone else’s 
choosing or physical birth (John 
1:13). 

In verse 14, John reiterates that 
Jesus came to earth as a human. He 
lived, ate and walked with God’s 
people (John 1:14). Through Jesus’ 
life, we have seen the glory of God. 
John describes Jesus as “full of grace 
and truth” (John 1:14).

This grace and truth is seen 

throughout Jesus’ ministry, as de-
scribed in Matthew 4:17-24. In verse 
17, Jesus says people are to repent. 
We see this message lived out and 
spoken throughout His ministry.  

The next two sections 
of that passage show 
Jesus calling His first dis-
ciples and continuing to 
minister. Jesus’ name was 
known in the land. It is 
believed Peter and An-
drew already were follow-
ers of Jesus. When Jesus 
walked by Peter, An-
drew, James and John, 
they were ready to follow 
Jesus, even if it meant 
leaving their jobs and 
family responsibilities. 

Jesus’ ministry, as seen through-
out Scripture, can be summed up 
by Matthew 4:23-24. He taught in 
synagogues, proclaimed the gospel 
and ministered to physical needs. 

Jesus, who was with God from the 
beginning, came to earth to speak 
with grace and truth. He showed 
God’s love through actions and 
words. He is the human example we 
are to follow. How are your actions 
and words expressing God’s love to 
others?  

Charity Gardner
member

Compass Church
Little Rock

It might be hard to walk into 
the bank and make a withdrawal of 
wisdom. Yet, we pursue wealth and 
often overlook that Scripture tells us 
wisdom is of even greater value.  

Ecclesiastes 7:12 says – money 
can’t save a life but wis-
dom can preserve it. 
Our only hope is not 
the almighty dollar, it 
is the mighty Savior – 
Jesus Christ! 

Every ounce of wis-
dom we might gain in 
this world should be 
prefaced with this re-
minder: “Fear of the 
Lord is the beginning 
of all wisdom” (Prov. 
9:10).

You can never be 
too “extreme” in devotion to God, 
but in all other things, we are taught 
that too much of a thing can be 
bad. Too much prosperity can lead 
to greed and pride. The sentiment 
from Ecclesiastes 7:14 to be joy-
ful in the day of prosperity must 
be tempered with the warning in 
verses 15-18 to avoid extremes.  We 
can find joy and contentment dur-
ing times of poverty or prosperity.  
A moderate life, however, is very 

different than a “lukewarm” life. 
A lukewarm person may stand for 
nothing, yet fall for anything. They 
may not have a firm grasp on the 
things of God and are therefore not 
very useful for His kingdom. You 

can be moderate, yet still 
be useful. To illustrate, a 
moderate driver chooses 
the middle of his lane 
to avoid the oncoming 
traffic on one side and 
the ditch on the other. 
Spiritual moderation 
would be keeping true to 
the road God has placed 
you upon without being 
spun around by others 
who are going in the op-
posite direction or fall-
ing into the ditch of sin. 

God’s Word is our great Boundary 
Marker. 

Can you keep on going in your 
journey of following Christ in spite 
of the world doing just the opposite? 
With the ditch of sin looming, can 
you blaze a trail of purity and integ-
rity? 

Maybe it is time those boundary 
lines in your life got a fresh coat of 
paint to keep you on the straight 
and narrow. 

Mark is one of three gospels that 
records the darkness while Jesus 
was on the cross (Mark 15:33). The 
Crucifixion took place during the 
Passover celebration. The Passover 
was the deliverance of Israel out of 
Egypt’s hands. The 
ninth plague that came 
upon Egypt included 
a three-day darkness 
followed by the last 
plague, death of the 
firstborn (Ex. 10:22-
11:9). The darkness at 
Calvary was God an-
nouncing His only Son, 
firstborn, giving His life 
for the world’s sins. 

The only statement 
Mark records is Jesus 
crying out in pain as 
He was taking on the sins of the 
world (Mark 15:34). This is the first 
time Jesus was separated from God 
because of the sin. After about 6 
hours of pain, Jesus uttered a loud 
cry and died (Mark 15:37). His cry 
brings about a shout of victory as He 
was willing to become the sacrifice 
for our sins. 

Many onlookers became believers, 
including a Roman centurion. The 
centurion had witnessed Jesus taking 

on the abuse and death, which led 
him to say, “Truly this man was the 
Son of God!” (Mark 15:39, NASB).

The women were going to anoint 
Jesus’ body with spices (Mark 16:1). 
They were expecting to see Jesus’ 

body lying in the tomb. 
As the women entered 
the tomb, they were 
greeted by angels (Mark 
16:4-5), who told the 
women to tell the disci-
ples about what they had 
found. The angels told 
the women Jesus had 
risen and was on His way 
to Galilee (Mark 16:6-7). 

Jesus wanted His dis-
ciples to be encouraged 
about His resurrection. 
Without His death and 

resurrection, the Christian faith 
would only be a lifestyle here on 
earth. 1 Corinthians 15:17-19 speaks 
of the importance of the Resurrec-
tion. Denying the bodily resurrec-
tion of Christ would deny our hope 
for eternal life with Him. We would 
still be responsible for our sins. As  
part of salvation, we believe He died 
and was resurrected for our sins. Are 
you living your faith out with a belief 
in Jesus’ bodily resurrection?

Chris Sims
pastor

Pilgrims Rest Baptist
Batesville

God sends His Son 
MATTHEW 4:17-24; JOHN 1:1-2, 11-14, 18, 29

BIBLE STUDIES FOR LIFE:
AUGUST 4, 2013AUGUST 4, 2013AUGUST 4, 2013AUGUST 4, 2013AUGUST 4, 2013AUGUST 4, 2013

Am I headed for failure?
ECCLESIASTES 5:8-16, 18-20; 6:10-12 

EXPLORE THE BIBLE:

Can I keep on going?
ECCLESIASTES 7:11-14, 15-18; 8:10-12, 16-17 

EXPLORE THE BIBLE:

Jesus is crucified and raised
MARK 15:33-39; 16:1-7; 1 CORINTHIANS 15:17-19

BIBLE STUDIES FOR LIFE:
AUGUST 11, 2013
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•July 26-27: Wellspring and 
Arkansas WMU 125th Celebra-
tion – Immanuel Baptist Church, 
Little Rock
•July 27-30: Family Camp Week
– Camp Siloam, Siloam Springs
•July 29-31: Hispanic Chil-
dren’s Camp – Ouachita Baptist 
Assembly, Mena
• July 31 -Aug. 3: Hispanic 
Youth Camp – Ouachita Baptist 
Assembly, Mena
•Aug. 1-2: WEE Workshop II– 
Geyer Springs First Baptist Church, 
Little Rock
•Aug. 9-10: Literacy Missions 
Training Workshop – ABSC 
building, Little Rock
•Aug. 9-10: Hispanic Pastors’ 
Retreat – Camp Paron
•Aug. 9-10: Mosaic statewide 
worship equipping event – Geyer 
Springs First Baptist Church, Little 
Rock
•Aug. 9-10: Youth Evangelism 
Conference – Immanuel Baptist 
Church, Little Rock
•Aug. 13: Your Church & 
Money – ABSC building, Little 
Rock
•Aug. 13: Your Church & 
Money – First Baptist Church, 
Nashville
•Aug. 15: Your Church & 
Money – Central Baptist Church, 
Jonesboro

For more information on events, go 
to www.absc.org, or call 800-838-
2272.

ABSC
calendar

had 400 volunteers participating.
He said they knew the event needed to be led 

by laypeople so its continuation would not be de-
pendent on who was in leadership. Before they 
had time to think through whom to enlist, God 
raised up leadership in the form of two laypeople – 
church members David Smith and Sharon Plyler.

Beasley said God had put it on Smith’s heart 
to help get the event off the ground. In addition, 
Beasley said that several years prior, Plyler had 
worked on a strategy for a local missions empha-
sis, meaning she had much of what they needed 
“already laid out.”

“So God just pieced it all together. … When 
He puts the pieces together, then it just works,” 
Beasley said.

He said he considers this year’s Mission Hot 
Springs to be the church’s “most successful local 
outreach endeavor” since he has been pastor. He 
explained this is for two reasons – one being the 
number of salvations and the other being the 

LITTLE ROCK – The Arkansas 
Baptist State Convention (ABSC) 
missions ministries team will host 
the Multi-Housing Missions Confer-
ence Aug. 24 at the ABSC building 
in Little Rock. 

The event’s goal is to help church-
es reach those who live in multihous-
ing settings, such as apartments, 
trailer parks and retirement centers. 
The conference will give attendees 
the tools to help reach people in 
such settings through multihous-
ing ministry or through planting a 
church in a multihousing setting.

Speakers will focus on multihous-
ing missions development, church 
planting in multihousing settings 
and prayer walking. Attendees can 
also choose to attend one of the fol-
lowing breakout sessions: strategy 
for multihousing missions, the ba-
sics of simple church in multihous-
ing settings or children’s ministry.

“Statistics show us that 57 per-

Multihousing conference set for Aug. 24

LITTLE ROCK – Only a few days 
remain before the July 31 registration 
deadline for Mosaic, a day of training 
and enrichment for a variety of com-
ponents that make up the music and 
worship ministry of the local church.

The event, sponsored by the Ar-
kansas Baptist State Convention 
(ABSC) leadership and worship team, 
is set for Aug. 9-10 at Geyer Springs 
First Baptist Church, Little Rock. 

Conference facilitators are Den-
nis Worley, music and worship min-
ister at Brentwood Baptist Church 
in Brentwood, Tenn.; Wade Russell, 
media expert from Elite Multimedia 
in Memphis and former staff mem-
ber at The Church at Rock Creek, 
Little Rock; Darlene Abbott, direc-
tor of preschool and children’s wor-
ship choirs at The Church at Station 
Hill, a regional campus of Brentwood 

Baptist Church in Nashville, Tenn., 
and writer of preschool and chil-
dren’s music and curriculum; Diane 
Dawson, children’s music minister at 
The People’s Church (First Baptist 
Church) in Franklin, Tenn.

Several Arkansans will also lead ses-
sions. These include Tim Blann, wor-
ship leader at First Baptist Church, 
Sherwood; David Tatum, worship 
leader at First Baptist Church, Van 
Buren; Scott Quimby, worship leader 
at First Baptist Church, Stuttgart; 
Aaron Williams, worship pastor at 
Fellowship Bible Church, Little Rock, 
and his band members, and Don 
Nichols executive and worship pastor 
at Levy Baptist Church, North Little 
Rock.

Conference sessions include: The 
Life of a Worship Leader, Tech Min-
istry, Children’s Choir Worship Min-

istry,  Preschool Choir Worship Min-
istry, Finale Music Writing Software, 
Planning Center Online, iPads in 
Worship, Student Praise Bands, The 
Adult Praise Band/Team Rehearsal 
– Putting it all together!, Beginning a 
Student Worship/Arts Ministry and 
Piano Ministry in Today’s Church. In 
addition, master classes will be held 
for rhythm guitar, lead guitar, bass 
guitar, drum set and keyboards.

“I am excited about providing this 
training event to those who serve in 
the areas of music and worship in 
our churches,” said Larry Grayson, 
ABSC leadership and worship team 
member. “I am hopeful that all of our 
worship leaders will take advantage 
of this opportunity for themselves 
and for training and encouragement 
for their ministry teams!”

Register at www.absc.org/music.

Mosaic music/worship training event set 

cent of Americans live in multihous-
ing and 95 percent of those people 
living in multihousing are without 
Christ. Wow! What a mission field 
in our back door,” said Breck Free-
man, ABSC missions ministries 

team member and church and com-
munity mission strategist for the con-
vention.

Registration deadline is Aug. 16.
For more information, call 800-

838-2272, ext. 5150.

‘95% of multihousing residents are lost’

number of church members who were able to gain 
missions training and experience.

He said they hold extensive training for volun-
teers before the event. Then, the volunteers get to 
put that knowledge into practice during the event.

As a result of Mission Hot Springs, the church 
now has more than 400 members who have been 
trained and are prepared to take part in other mis-
sions endeavors.

Katrina Robertson, Hot Springs Baptist mem-
ber and wife of Shane Robertson, church pastor 
of discipleship/assimilation, was one of those 
trained. In addition to taking part in the missions 
projects, she served as a volunteer on the event’s 
advertising team. 

“The whole idea is there is something for ev-
eryone” she said, explaining those who had fewer 
physical capabilities could volunteer on a prayer 
walking team or an encouragement team. 

Even child care was provided for volunteers 
with children in order to make the missions op-
portunity available to everyone.

For Robertson, last year’s Mission Hot Springs 
was the first time she had taken part in an out-
reach endeavor like this.

“Sharing the gospel isn’t that scary of a thing,” 

she concluded, adding, “Anybody can do it.”
“It really kind of … fires the church up about 

our calling to minister to and reach our Jerusa-
lem,” she said. “The whole week of missions at 
Hot Springs – it’s exhausting but yet it gets ev-
erybody excited and revitalized to what it is we’re 
really supposed to be doing.”

Smith explained that Mission Hot Springs is a 
“chance to encourage those people who normally 
don’t participate in mission projects to realize that 
they can be a part of something greater and bigger 
than themselves.”

“Beginning with the city of Hot Springs, people 
can see and understand that God is calling them 
to spread His message of salvation to all the na-
tions of the world,” he said. “We want the people 
of Hot Springs to know that we love and care 
about them, and even more important, that Jesus 
loves and cares for them.”

 He said they are still doing follow-up ministry 
and seeing fruit from the event. 

“Our goal is that this isn’t just about a one-
week effort, but that it becomes a lifestyle for our 
church,” Smith said.

Contact Jessica Vanderpool at jessica@arkansasbap-
tist.org.

continued from page one
MISSIONS
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Church opens coffee 
shop in North Little Rock

Mugs Café
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News and updates 
from Ark. convention

ABSC page

Find us on and as ArkBaptNews

Scan QR code 
with your 

smartphone 
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ABN website.Reaching the Rock
Cocklebur Baptist, Ward, serves Little Rock 
and North Little Rock during their first-ever 
youth mission trip. Read story on Page 2.
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