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Hundreds of Ark. Bapt. volunteers 
learn about missions, minister

Matt Rothacher, pastor of The Valley, Vilonia, preaches to a crowd during The Valley’s We Will Praise You in This Storm service May 
4. The church held the service on the grounds where its building was destroyed in the April 27 tornado.

Baptists respond
following twister
MORE THAN 500 Arkansas Baptist disaster relief 
(DR) volunteers responded to areas of Faulkner, Pulas-
ki and White counties following an EF4 tornado that 
wiped out hundreds of houses and businesses April 27.

As of press time, the Arkansas Baptist State Conven-
tion (ABSC) reported that volunteers had prepared 
nearly 18,985 meals for disaster victims, provided 45 
showers through the deployment of a mobile shower 
unit, washed 54 loads of clothing and completed 112 
recovery/cleanup jobs.

Additionally, the ABSC reported that 33 ministry 
contacts had been made with people, with one person 
making a decision to follow Jesus Christ.

In order to assist victims of the storms immediately, 
a call went out from the state convention within days 
of the tornado to collect Buckets of Love given by indi-
viduals, churches and associations. As a result, 3,200-
plus of the 50-gallon containers containing essential 
items were collected and distributed to people in need.

Joe Garner, disaster relief director for the Arkansas 
Baptist State Convention, said buckets were delivered 
the Central Baptist Church, Conway, and then distrib-
uted to Vilonia and Center Hill communities starting 
Saturday, May 4.

While assessment continues, Garner said cleanup 
methods in the days and weeks to come would include 
“bringing in small units with ‘skid steers’ to clean off 
slabs” of destroyed houses.

Garner said Arkansas Baptist disaster relief deploy-
ment in the aftermath of the April 27 tornado that 
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‘The Church is not a building’
Caleb Yarbrough
Arkansas Baptist News

VILONIA – “The ‘Church’ is not a building,” is 
a message Matt Rothacher, pastor of The Valley, 
Vilonia, and Arkansas Baptist State Conven-
tion church planter, reiterates to his church on 
a regular basis. But the phrase recently gained a 
new meaning to the congregation.

On April 27, a tornado that was a half-mile 
wide tore through central Arkansas, killing 16 
people. In the early morning commotion, Ro-
thacher awoke to the voice of a church member, 

the local fire chief, telling him the church’s fa-
cility had been caught in the storm’s path.

The pastor said his first reaction was sur-
prise. He had heard reports that bad storms 
could hit the area that evening. And while he 
and his family had only lived in the area for 
a short time, he had been told stories about 
the devastating effects of the tornado that hit 
Vilonia on April 25, 2011, almost three years 
before to the day. 

Rothacher had decided that if in fact the 

MISSIONS

Thousands respond during Master’Singers tour
Jessica Vanderpool
Arkansas Baptist News

MORE THAN 4,400 people 
made decisions to “become seri-
ous followers of Christ” during 
the Arkansas Master’Singers choir 
tour in western Ukraine, which 
took place April 21-May 2.

“I’ve been in ministry since I 
was 18 years old, and this is by 
far the most powerful thing I’ve 
ever gotten to be a part of,” said 
Larry Grayson, Arkansas Baptist 
State Convention evangelism and 
church health team member. 

Grayson, who serves as 

Master’Singers director, noted that 
“the intensity, the excitement, the 
feelings … 
cannot be rec-
reated with 
words.”

The choir 
performed in 
eight evan-
gelistic con-
certs, where 
the choir sang 
and interna-
tional evan-
gelist Michael 
Gott preached. In addition, 
Master’Singers members sang as 

part of three local church worship 
services.

More than 
9,000 people 
attended the 
various events. 
Venues were 
so full that 
people often 
had to stand, 
Grayson said. 
He said some 
church mem-
bers would 
invite people 

to the concerts, but they themselves 
would go to their churches to pray 

for audience members, which al-
lowed them to leave more seats 
available for others to attend. One 
lady personally invited more than 
200 people.

Gott also noted the turnout. 
“We looked out to see crowded 

aisles and people standing in stair-
wells and along the walls, and we 
prayed for three things: that God 
would keep out the devil and the 
fire marshal! But, of course, we 
prayed that the Lord would be 
among us to empower our wit-
ness,” Gott said.

See UKRAINE page 11

Thousands of Ukrainians attended Master’Singers con-
certs during their recent visit to the country.

See VALLEY page 2
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Page applauds Supreme Court decision on prayer
WASHINGTON – An Arkansas 
ethicist applauds the U.S. Supreme 
Court decision May 5 allowing 
prayers at a town’s legislative meet-
ings are constitutional. 

In a 5-4 opinion, the high court 
overturned a federal appeals court, 
which ruled that the prayer policy 
of the Greece, N.Y., Town Board 
violated the First Amendment’s ban 
on government establishment of re-
ligion. The Second Circuit Court 
of Appeals in New York City had 
reversed a federal judge by deciding 
Greece’s prayer practice “had the 
effect of affiliating the town with 
Christianity.”

The narrow decision was the lat-
est in a long line of important Su-
preme Court opinions providing 
guidance on the relationship be-
tween church and state. Advocates 
for the freedom of religious expres-
sion in public meetings applauded 
the ruling.

Larry Page, executive director 
of the Arkansas Faith and Ethics 
Council, said the ruling is appropri-
ate under the First Amendment.

“The recent decision by the U.S. 
Supreme Court was a refreshing re-
minder that the First Amendment’s 
‘establishment of religion’ 
and ‘free exercise’ of reli-
gion clauses in the federal 
Constitution do not require 
us to reject the rich Judeo-
Christian foundation and 
heritage upon which this 
nation was built,” said Page.

“The Founders of our re-
public had no intentions to 
create a secular-minded so-
ciety free of the Holy Scrip-
tures and the Sovereign God who 
gave us His Word. They wanted 
Americans to embrace that heritage 
and celebrate its life-giving nature.”

Page added the ruling is an “im-
portant reminder” that “freedom 

of religion necessarily carries with 
it the guarantee of freedom from  
coerced religion.”

“As the court decision made clear, 
no one in America should be com-
pelled to participate in any religious 
exercise or be forced against their 

will to feign piety,” he said.
Russell D. Moore, the 

Southern Baptist Conven-
tion’s lead religious liberty 
spokesman, said he is “very 
thankful the court did the 
right thing in refusing to 
allow the government to 
take on the mission of the 
church and in refusing to 
allow the government to es-
tablish a state-ordered civil 

religion that crowds out the most 
basic rights of freedom of speech.”

“This is a victory for all of those 
who believe in the freedom of 
speech, including religious speech, 
as a prized part of our God-given 

religious liberty,” said Moore, presi-
dent of the Ethics and Religious 
Liberty Commission, in a written 
statement. “Prayer at the beginning 
of a meeting is a signal that we aren’t 
ultimately just Americans. We are 
citizens of the State, yes, but the 
State isn’t ultimate.”

The Alliance Defending Freedom 
(ADF), which represented the town 
of Greece, said the justices’ deci-
sion affirmed “Americans are free to 
pray.” 

ADF Senior Counsel David Cort-
man said in a written release, “In 
America, we tolerate a diversity of 
opinions and beliefs; we don’t si-
lence people or try to separate what 
they say from what they believe. 
Opening public meetings with 
prayer is a cherished freedom that 
the authors of the Constitution 
themselves practiced.”

Compiled from reporting by the Ar-
kansas Baptist News and Baptist Press.
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town was to be affected, that The 
Valley would be front and center, 
doing all they could for the victims. 
It didn’t cross his mind that The Val-
ley’s facility, like many homes and 
businesses on Main Street, would be 
directly impacted by the storm.

Upon revelation that The Valley’s 
facility was destroyed, Rothacher was 
concerned – but not by the loss of 
the church’s physical structure. 
To Rothacher, and the rest of 
The Valley’s congregation, the 
facility was simply a meeting 
place and held no sacredness 
apart from the people who fel-
lowshipped and worshipped 
within its walls.

“This was our church build-
ing. But I am happy to say 
that our Church will not be 
affected, because this was not 
the ‘Church,’” said Julie Ro-
thacher, wife of Pastor Matt 
Rothacher. “Our Church has 
already been on the ground 
with several members who 
lost their house this morning 
(April 27). After we made sure 
all of our people were safe and 
had what they needed, we all kind 
of wandered over here and realized 
there was stuff left.”

Chris Colley, member of The 
Valley, met with other church mem-
bers, and numerous volunteers, at 
the church’s grounds April 28. They 
attempted to salvage items left scat-
tered by the tornado from the night 
before.

“The way we (The Valley) look 
at it, the building itself wasn’t the 
Church. We are the Church,” said 
Colley. “A tree fell on our house, but 
we are not really worried about that. 
Several people I know are dead or se-
verely injured. It has been real bad.”

“The tornado took our entire fa-

cility. But our people hear me say 
every week that the ‘Church’ is not 
a building. We met in an old Dollar 
General. If you used to could have 
bought Doritos there, then it is not 
a holy place” said Rothacher. “The 
Church is actually the followers and 
disciples of Jesus that are chasing 
God together.”

The Valley was planted by Roth-
acher and his wife, Julie, on March 
31, 2013. According to Matt Roth-
acher, the couple wanted to start a 
church that would reach the entire 
community of Vilonia, especially 

those who were tired of the trap-
pings found in many traditional 
evangelical churches.

“We planted here, through the 
Arkansas Baptist State Convention, 
to a church for people that were 
burnt out on religion and legalism. 
… We have begun to see a tremen-
dous amount of life change,” said 
Rothacher. “We just celebrated a 
year anniversary, and the spiritual 
growth has been amazing.”

According to the Encyclopedia 
of Arkansas, Vilonia was originally 
called “Vilsonia” when pioneers 
founded it in the early 1860s. When 
the founders applied for a post of-
fice, the approval letter came back 

misspelled “Vilonia.” The name 
stuck. 

The meaning of “Vilsonia” is 
the “land of two valleys,” and years 
later, after hearing the story of how 
Vilonia got its name, Rothacher 
decided to name his church plant 
“The Valley” as an ode to the history 
of the town and as a symbol of the 
peace that he wanted the church to 
bring to people’s lives through Jesus 
Christ.

On May 4, The Valley held a 
special We Will Praise You in This 
Storm service on the cement foun-

dation where their church build-
ing used to sit. Members of the 
church were joined by members 
of other churches who came 
from across Arkansas to show 
their support for the church. 
Visitors included members of 
The Church at Argenta, North 
Little Rock, other churches in 
Ruston and Hot Springs, as well 
as numerous volunteers who 
were working with disaster relief 
organizations in the area and 
saw the service and stopped by.

Tommy Castleberry, a mem-
ber of White Hall United Meth-
odist Church, White Hall, and 
owner of Excel Construction, 
heard about The Valley los-
ing their building and brought 

a semitrailer packed with church 
pews for the church to use during 
their service. Mount Carmel Bap-
tist Church, Cabot, supplied chairs, 
and a family from Central Baptist 
Church, Pine Bluff, fed the church 
lunch following the service.

The Valley’s praise band led the 
large group of attendees in worship 
before and after Rothacher shared 
a message. The pastor spoke on the 
importance of understanding that 
the storm that destroyed Vilonia was 
a product of the sinfulness that is 
part of humanity following the fall 
of man. He emphasized that the 
storm should not be seen as a judg-
ment on the people of the town, but 

as a symbol of the reality of sin’s ug-
liness and Christ’s amazing gift of 
salvation.

Rothacher asks Arkansas Baptists 
to pray for the future of The Valley, 
but to first pray for the families af-
fected by the storm.

“Pray for Vilonia as a whole. 
There are some families that are 
hurting. We had several causalities. 
One is too many, but we had more 
than I think anyone expected. On 
top of that, I know some families 
that have lost their houses for the 
second time in three years. This is a 
very resilient community,” said Ro-
thacher.

Rothacher said the church’s 
“grand plan” is to “serve here and 
go there,” and they believe that the 
destruction of the recent tornado 
is simply another circumstance in 
which The Valley is looking forward 
to seeing God at work in their lives 
and the lives of their neighbors.

“We are pro-Vilonia. We desire to 
be the hands and feet of Jesus in the 
community. We want to make much 
of Him and bring glory to Him. We 
want to show people there is hope, 
even in the midst of the desolation 
and destruction that a tornado 
brought,” said Rothacher. “Ulti-
mately, our God is sovereign. He is 
working behind the scenes for our 
good even at times when we don’t 
see that. … He has not abandoned 
us, and He is to be found even in the 
midst of the storm.”

“I was telling my wife as we were 
standing watching people pick up 
trash and sift through the rubble 
for things we might could use (that) 
I just wanted to cry. It had zero to 
do with the loss of material things,” 
said Rothacher. 

“It had everything to do with the 
joy of watching these people pull to-
gether for the love of one another, 
and for what they feel like The Val-
ley means to Vilonia as a whole.”

Contact Caleb Yarbrough at caleb@
arkansasbaptist.org.
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Matt Rothacher, pastor of The Valley, Vilonia, stands on the  
cement foundation where the church’s facility once sat.
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Stories of interest to Arkansas Baptists 

Connect 2014 reaches communities
JESUS CHRIST was shared with 
hundreds of people across the Natu-
ral State April 25-27 through Con-
nect 2014, a missions and education 
event sponsored by the Arkansas 
Baptist State Convention (ABSC).

More than 22 Arkansas churches 
and 300-plus student volunteers and 
leaders participat-
ed in the event. 
No salvations 
were reported, but 
many seeds were 
planted, accord-
ing to organizers.

Pa r t i c i pan t s 
and volunteers 
completed 32 
ministry projects, 
which were con-
nected to 15 local 
churches and six 
local community 
o r g a n i z a t i o n s 
and ministries. 
Projects included 
block parties; ministry to residents 
of the Promise House, a ministry of 
Arkansas Baptist Children’s Homes 
and Family Ministries; ministry to 
Breath of Life Pregnancy Resource 
Center; construction ministry; re-
painting of playground equipment 
at local schools; yard work, and child 
care for a Hispanic women’s confer-
ence held April 26.

Connect 2014 has been said to 
be a weeklong mission trip packaged 
into a single weekend, said Travis 
McCormick, missions team mem-
ber.

In less than 48 hours, partici-
pants experienced hands-on mis-
sion/ministry projects, worship and 
Bible teaching, relationship building 
and partnership, said McCormick, 
who added, “They are introduced to 
different churches and learn about 
the Cooperative Program, Dixie 
Jackson (Arkansas) Missions Offer-
ing and disaster relief.” 

“Decisions during the projects are 
important, but the ultimate goal of 
Connect is to serve as a catalyst to 
help participants become on-mis-
sion Christians who connect others 
to God through serving, evangelism 
and disciple making,” he said. “The 

emphasis is on a personal connec-
tion with God and learning how He 
can use them individually and in 
partnership with other believers to 
accomplish His mission.”

One of the weekend projects was 
designed to provide comfort and 
support to a family who recently lost 

their 17-year-old 
son to suicide, 
said McCor-
mick. Another 
project became 
the beginning 
step in the heal-
ing process for a 
widower and his 
family who were 
grieving over the 
recent death of 
his wife. 

“The students 
serving on these 
projects did not 
get to see a per-
sonal salvation 

decision, but they learned that God 
can use them to meet needs and 
make a difference for the kingdom 
if they are willing to share and to 
serve,” McCormick said.

Churches participating in Con-
nect 2014 included: Briarwood 

Baptist Church, Cabot; First Baptist 
Church, Calico Rock; First Baptist 
Church, Dover; Fianna Hills Bap-
tist Church, Fort Smith; Friend-
ship Baptist Church, Springdale; 
First Baptist Church, Glenwood; 
The Garage Church, Hot Springs; 
Highland Heights Baptist Church, 
Benton; Highland Park Baptist 
Church, Texarkana; Houston Bap-
tist Church, Houston; LifeStone 
Baptist Church, Russellville; Mount 
Vernon Baptist Church, Mount Ver-
non; Mt. Vernon Baptist Church, 
Benton; New Creation Baptist 
Church, North Little Rock; New 
Life Baptist Church, Alexander; 
Park Hill Baptist Church, Arkadel-
phia; River Bible Church, Mountain 
Home; First Baptist Church, Royal; 
First Baptist Church, Salem; Saltillo 
Heights Baptist Church, Conway; 
First Baptist Church, Scranton; 
Trinity Baptist Church, Searcy, and 
First Baptist Church, White Hall.

In addition to students and stu-
dent leaders, 50 volunteers from 
New Life Baptist and disaster re-
lief teams from Geyer Springs First 
Baptist Church, Little Rock; First 
Baptist Church, Ozark, and Calva-
ry Baptist Association, Searcy, also 
served during the weekend.

continued from page one

TORNADO

ravaged the central Arkansas towns 
has been a challenge, but leaders are 
resolute to assist the hurting and dis-
placed in the name of Jesus Christ.

“This has been a challenge, as 
well as a new learning experience 
for all of us as we are having to re-
think deployment and normal DR 
response,” he said, adding, “We are 
committed to helping the people 
where they are with the needs they 
have. We are here to do ministry 
and to share the love of Christ. 
Thank you for your help, prayers 
and support.”

Sixteen people died as a result of 

the tornado and storms across Ar-
kansas, according to officials. The 
National Weather Service estimated 
the tornado had wind speeds of up 
to 165 mph during its 40-mile path 
of destruction across Central Arkan-
sas, which officially classified the tor-
nado as an EF4 – one of the most 
powerful tornadoes to hit the state 
in recent years.

Federal disaster assistance ap-
proved for Arkansans has topped 
$1 million following President 
Obama’s disaster declaration for 
Faulkner County April 29. Obama 
toured the devastation in Vilonia on 
a visit to Arkansas May 7. 

Additionally, a number of private 
fundraising events have been con-
ducted by area TV stations, busi-
nesses and churches – raising hun-

dreds of thousands of dollars.
The day following the tornado, an 

Arkansas Baptist feeding unit capa-
ble of producing 10,000 meals was 
deployed to Beryl Baptist Church 
in Vilonia. Volunteers manning 
the unit from Calvary Baptist Asso-
ciation started preparing and serv-
ing meals to victims within hours. 
Chain saw and cleanup crews flood-
ed into affected areas from across 
the state.

Along with assisting victims of 
the tornado through disaster relief, 
the ABSC is providing monetary 
assistance to the pastors who lost 
their houses and will be assisting the 
churches destroyed or damaged with 
recovery funds, said J.D. “Sonny” 
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A Connect group poses in front of Pine Haven 
Elementary School. The group painted the 
schools swing sets and basketball goal posts 
during the event.

Nigeria aid needed  
as attacks escalate
CHIBOK, Nigeria (BP) – As 
President Obama prepares to 
send an advisory team to help 
Nigeria find more than 200 
Christian and Muslim girls ab-
ducted by Islamic terrorists, 
Christians in the U.S can help 
victims and their families, said 
Adeniyi Ojutiku, a U.S.-based 
expert on Nigerian relations.
Meanwhile, Islamic terror-
ists continue to attack mainly 
Christian communities, killing 
300 and injuring many in the 
latest attack May 5 in Borno 
state, burning and destroying 
churches and homes and steal-
ing livestock, food and other 
supplies. Ojutiku, a Southern 
Baptist and grassroots organizer 
in Raleigh, N.C., encourages 
Christians to pray for and send 
financial aid to victims and their 
families in his homeland, and to 
lobby Congress to hold Nigerian 
President Goodluck Jonathan’s 
administration accountable to 
help and protect victims.

Explore the Bible now 
for children, students
NASHVILLE (BP) – Beginning 
this fall, LifeWay’s Explore the 
Bible ongoing curriculum line 
will expand to include young 
adults, students and children. 
“Until now, Explore the Bible 
has been a Book-by-Book study 
only for adults,” Toby Jennings, 
managing editor of the study, 
said. “With this expansion, 
it will become the only cur-
riculum we know that provides 
Book-by-Book Bible study for 
groups of all ages.” More infor-
mation is available at LifeWay.
com/ExploreTheBible.

GuideStone Funds 
helps church members
DALLAS (BP) – Southern 
Baptist and evangelical church 
members can now invest with 
GuideStone Funds. Since its 
2001 inception, GuideStone 
Funds has limited participation 
to pastors, missionaries and em-
ployees of Southern Baptist and 
evangelical churches and minis-
tries, as well as their immediate 
family members. The South-
ern Baptist Convention’s 2013 
amendment of GuideStone’s 
ministry statement to allow the 
entity to offer its investments, 
insurance and services to like-
minded individuals helped 
make the change possible.

29 salvations recorded at 
Acts 1:8 One Day events
FOUR ACTS 1:8 One Day Com-
munity Mission Trips were con-
ducted in Arkansas communities 
April 26 – involving hundreds Ar-
kansas Baptists and resulting in 29 
salvation decisions.

Mission outreach events of 
various types were held in Greene 
County Baptist Association, Missis-
sippi County Baptist Association, 
Tri-County Baptist Association and 
Little River Baptist Association, 
said Breck Freeman, interim team 
leader of the Arkansas Baptist State 
Convention (ABSC) mission team.

“Over 500 volunteers have 
been reported and 29 salvations,” 
said Freeman in an email about 

the Acts 1:8 One Day events and 
the Connect 2014 event, adding, 
“Praise the Lord for our ABSC 
churches and associations making 
kingdom impact across our state.”

The last statewide Acts 1:8 One 
Day Mission Trip was held in Oc-
tober 2013 in Harrison. More than 
2,700 volunteers participated rep-
resenting 207 churches and came 
from five states besides Arkansas. 
Professions of faith recorded at the 
event numbered 36.

The 2014 Acts 1:8 One Day Mis-
sion Trip is scheduled for Oct. 4 in 
El Dorado. For more information, 
contact 501-376-4791, ext. 5150, or 
email oraines@absc.org.
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central Arkansas in the communi-
ties of Vilonia and Mayflower.

It has been comforting to see 
fellow Arkansans and Arkansas 
Baptists respond with disaster relief 
assistance, donations and financial 
resources.

Today, as an adult, these scenes 
of residents and 
their broken 
homes have whole 
new meaning.

When a tor-
nado scatters and 
displaces our stuff 
and our lives, it 
causes me to com-
pare the imagery 

with humanity’s need for God to 
heal our fallen world.

When the tornadoes and storms 
of life engulf people, it causes them 
to pause and re-evaluate what re-
ally is important and how to make 
sense and purpose of everything.

That’s when Southern Baptists 
and other evangelicals can make 
a difference by sharing the love of 
Jesus Christ without expecting any-

I f you have ever ridden out a dev-
astating tornado, you won’t soon 

forget it. 
As a young boy living in north-

east Arkansas, my family survived 
two tornadoes in the late 1960s 
and early 1970s that completely de-
stroyed portions of Jonesboro and 
surrounding com-
munities.

While our own 
houses (we lived 
in different parts 
of town during 
the two torna-
does) suffered 
minimal damage, 
other residents 
were not so fortunate.

I recall riding in the family car 
through areas of Jonesboro where 
houses were either flattened or 
heavily damaged. Former residents 
of the houses were outside sifting 
through what was left of their be-
longings, trying to salvage anything 
of value.

Forty-plus years later this scene is 
being repeated over and over across 

Disasters can reach searching hearts

Pressing 
On 

Tim Yarbrough
Phil. 3:14
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Indecision? Try ‘GraceTalk’
You know what killed that 

squirrel?” my husband, Dan, 
mused as we drove through our 
Arkansas neighborhood.

“Duh,” I thought. “A car ran 
over him.”

“Indecision,” he explained. 
Dan always seems to think in 
black or white terms 
– no grey areas. “If 
you don’t like car-
rots, don’t eat them. 
If you hate working 
as a secretary, find 
another job.” 

“Indecision?” I 
exclaimed. “Wait 
a minute! Are you 
comparing me to that squirrel?”

Dan and I are living proof that 
opposites attract in relationships, 
especially marriage. But after 
more than 40 years of marriage, 
I think I’m finally learning a few 
decisive tricks from my husband 
– like how to organize my office 
and how to follow through on my 
dreams.

Confusion. For example, every 

year I make several new resolutions. 
But by springtime, I’m usually like 
my friend, the squirrel – before he 
became roadkill. 

My mind darts around as doubts 
and fears plague me: “Is this plan 
even possible?” “What about my 
failure to follow through on all 

those other 
projects?” 
“Will this just 
be another 
waste of my 
time and re-
sources?”

As I tried 
to resolve 
my anxious 

thoughts, this question from Mat-
thew 6:27 (NIV) caught my atten-
tion: “Can any one of you by worry-
ing add a single hour to your life?”

Could my worry and indecision 
close the doors to many of my 
dreams and my plans? God’s Word 
continued to speak truth to my 
soul. 

Revelation. Jeremiah 29:11 
promises, “For I know the plans I 

have for you … plans to prosper you 
and not to harm you, plans to give 
you hope and a future. … Call on 
me and come and pray to me, and I 
will listen to you.” 

Can I discover God’s 
plans for my life as I seek 
Him in prayer? Could it 
be that simple?

God’s Word says, 
“You will seek me and 
find me when you seek 
me with all your heart. 
I will be found by you” 
(Jer. 29:13-14).

Resolution. What 
have I resolved about my 
problem of indecision? 
Now, I know the impor-
tance of speaking God’s 
truth into my life, or as I 
prefer to call it – “GraceTalk.” 

“If you don’t know what you’re 
doing, pray to the Father. He loves 
to help. … Ask boldly, believingly, 
without a second thought” (James 
1:5-6, MSG).

God’s promises keep me focused 
on His truth and not distracted by 

my negative thoughts when I lose 
my peace and rest. As I choose to 
focus on God’s promises, I also 
remember my blessings, instead 
of listing my problems. 

When I worry, I’m 
often reminded of a 
favorite verse from the 
Psalms: “I was young 
and now I am old, yet 
I have never seen the 
righteous forsaken or 
their children begging 
bread” (Psalm 37:25, 
NIV). 

What helps you navi-
gate through your wor-
risome thoughts? Can 
you recall a certain 
Scripture that speaks 
to indecision? 

I encourage you to consider 
GraceTalk the next time you face 
a decision.

Karen Jordan is an author, speak-
er, writing coach, blogger and member 
of Crossgate Church in Hot Springs. 
Read her blog at www.karenjordan.
net.

Cartoon by Gary Thomas   

thing in return. I am proud of our 
volunteers and their commitment 
to serve as they seek “to save that 

which is lost.” May God continue 
to bless their efforts for His glory 
for all of eternity.

graceTalk

   Karen Jordan
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A tornado changes things
A s the car came to a quick stop, the 7-year-old boy 

flung open the back driver’s side door of the blue 
four-door car and stepped out into knee-deep water.  He 
covered his head with his arms, protecting himself from 
the golf-ball-sized hail; he paused to make sure that his 
mother, father and two younger brothers – a preschool-
er and a toddler – got out of the car. They joined others 
hurriedly wading toward the entrance 
of the school building.

“It’s locked!” shouted a man. 
“It’s coming!” shouted the boy as he 

grabbed the door handles and pulled 
with all his might. 

The howling wind became a loud 
earthshaking roar as a car flipped 
end-over-end through the parking 
lot. This was the third tornado in a 
2-hour period. There had already been blocks of homes 
destroyed. Power lines were down throughout the area. 
Families from all over the neighborhood were trying to 
get into the high school basement to take cover.

“Move aside!” a big man ordered. 
A firefighter wearing big boots and heavy gloves 

kicked in the glass pane of the metal door and raked 
the large remaining shards of glass from the door frame 
with his hands. 

“Everybody inside!” he ordered as the roar of the tor-
nado intensified. 

The boy stood frozen, looking at the shattered glass 
on the tile floor. 

“I’m barefooted!” he cried. 
The firefighter reached down, picked him up and 

ran inside the building, following the boy’s family and 
others who were seeking cover. The boy trembled as the 
firefighter tightly cradled him. 

“Relax,” the fireman said softly in the boy’s ear. “I’ve 

got you – you’re safe now.”
Vivid memories like this one last a lifetime and 

change a life forever. How do I know? I am the 7-year-
old boy. It was June 8, 1974, in Tulsa, Okla. My house 
was not destroyed, but several of my classmates lost 
everything. 

Over the course of the next several weeks, the sounds 
of chain saws, bulldozers, loaders, 
dump trucks and roofing hammers 
became a part of everyday life. Just 
before Labor Day, school started back 
and things began to feel a bit more 
normal. Then, sometime around the 
middle of September, a thunderstorm 
came through in the middle of the 
school day. My friend, Jeff, ran to the 
back of the classroom, crawled under 

a table and started crying. Miss Reed went and sat 
under the table with him and gently rubbed his back. 

“It’s just a thunderstorm,” she whispered.  
None of us said a word – some of us choked back 

tears. Jeff and his family had been in their trailer house 
when the roof and walls were sucked away. 

Across Arkansas, there are hundreds of families 
whose lives will never be the same.  Some have lost 
their businesses. Some have lost their homes. Some 
have lost family members or friends. When the disaster 
cleanup begins to come to an end and life feels like it is 
getting back to normal, remember that, for many, nor-
mal is still a long road ahead. A tornado changes things 
– sometimes forever. Find ways that you and your 
church can maintain ongoing contact with these fami-
lies; tangibly share the love of Jesus and always commu-
nicate the only message of eternal hope and security.  
Jesus does make a difference. Show them. Tell them.

Eric Ramsey is president of TCWM in Mountainburg.

Finish Well

UncOvered
dish

Ann Hibbard

Baptists Ask

Denominationalism is a 
relatively modern phenom-

enon. Although some groups 
broke away from the Catholic 
Church in earlier years (the 
Great Schism in the 11th centu-
ry; the Waldensians in the 12th 
century), most denominations 
came after the Reformation in 
the 16th century. 

Denominations often origi-
nate through 
church re-
form. Martin 
Luther did 
not plan to 
create a new 
church; he 
merely wanted 
to move the 
Church back 
to biblically 
sound doctrine. After he was 
removed from the Catholic 
Church, others followed his 
teachings, which helped form 
the Lutheran Church. Anabap-
tists, dissenters of the Reform 
movement, adhered to a con-
gregational church government 
and the symbolic understanding 
of baptism and the Lord’s Sup-
per. Anglicans, however, started 
when King Henry VIII forcibly 
became the head of the Catholic 
Church in England.   

Some denominations began 
due to pietism. John and 
Charles Wesley, together with 
George Whitefield, were mem-
bers of a “holy club” of Angli-
cans who sought a closer, more 
devotional relationship with the 
Lord. Because their association 
of believers was more akin to 
their own methods than those 
of the Anglican Church, the 
Methodist Church was born.

Some American denomina-
tions have racial origins because 
many denominations would not 
allow slaves to join their church. 
Among them are the National 
Baptist and the African Method-
ist Episcopal (AME) churches. 
Still other denominations 
began due to their belief in the 
“baptism of the Spirit.” The 
Assemblies of God, Pentecostal 
Church and the Church of God 
in Christ all originated from the 
1906 Asuza Street Revival. 

Denominationalism is on the 
wane today due to numerous 
societal changes. Consequently, 
Christian unity (ecumenism) is 
on the rise. Christians should 
learn to work and worship with 
one another regardless of de-
nomination, as there will be no 
denominations in heaven.

Ken Gore is chairman of the 
department of Christian studies at 
Williams Baptist College.

Why are there so many 
Christian denominations?

answering
The call

Eric Ramsey

I t is May. May can be a tough month. We want to 
be done with school and moving into our summer 

schedule. We are tired. We are low on energy. The end 
just is not quite as much in sight as we would like it to 
be. In the homeschool world, many of us struggle with 
this perception that we are not doing enough if we do 
not complete every assignment, read every book and 
finish every lesson. We want to fin-
ish strong. We want to succeed. We 
want to give our children every little 
thing they need. But May challenges 
all of that, making us feel tired in-
stead of motivated.

But that feeling is not limited to a 
family with school-aged children, is 
it? I think we all come to seasons in 
our lives when we just feel tired. We 
know the end is coming, but it still feels too far away to 
provide any real encouragement. 

Believe it or not, that can be one of the best mo-
ments of our lives. That is the moment when we re-
evaluate what it means to finish well. 

When we start something, whether it is a school year, 
a phase of life or a project, we are energized. We are 
excited. And, to be honest, we are a bit idealistic. But 
when “May” rolls around, we stop and consider what 

really matters, evaluating what we are doing with more 
critical eyes. May is when we put our idealism aside and 
ask the Lord what our efforts truly need to produce. 

Finishing well does not mean that we check off every 
box. It also does not mean that we achieve every pre-
established goal. In fact, sometimes meeting those goals 
marks the opposite of a strong finish. We might have 

succeeded in specific actions, but to 
what end? 

A strong finish means that we have 
honored God to the fullest extent by 
our words, actions and accomplish-
ments. We finish well when we heed 
His voice every step of the way, follow-
ing Him as He changes our direction 
and turns our idealism into trust. 

This May, my children might not fin-
ish every textbook. Some assignments may be skipped 
and a few books might end up on the summer reading 
shelf. But I am finding renewed energy and motivation 
as I adjust my view of finishing well. Has God been glo-
rified? Have the people involved drawn closer to Him? 
That, my friends, is finishing well, no matter what the 
task.

Ann Hibbard is a pastor’s wife and member of First Baptist 
Church, Almyra. Read her blog at www.annehibbard.com.

Gore

Read any good books lately?

@arkbaptnews on 
Facebook and Twitter

Read more news  
and commentary  

at
www.arkansasbaptist.org 

or

The Arkansas Baptist News (ABN) 
invites pastors, other church 

staff and members of Arkansas Bap-
tist churches to submit reviews of re-
ligion-related books they have read.

Preferably, the book review 
should be no more than 350 words 
and should be about a book released 
in the past six months. 

Older books will be considered 

if they of “classic” or general in na-
ture, addressing timeless topics of 
the faith.

Reviews submitted for publica-
tion may be edited for content and 
style. If interested, please contact 
Tim Yarbrough, editor, at tim@ar-
kansasbaptist.org or 501-376-4791, 
ext. 5151. Visit www.arkansasbap-
tist.org/reviews for examples.
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Tucker, ABSC executive director.
“Our hearts and prayers go out to 

those affected by the storms,” said 
Tucker. “Arkansas Baptists will be a 
part of rebuilding lives and re-estab-
lishing hope.”

The building where The Valley 
church in Vilonia met was com-
pletely destroyed by the tornado (see 
related story, Page 1).

“The tornado took our entire fa-
cility. But our people hear me say 
every week that the ‘Church’ is not 
a building,” said Rothacher, pastor 
of The Valley. “The Church is the 
followers and disciples of Jesus that 
are chasing God together.” 

Matt Baxter, who serves as youth 
leader at The Valley, had his house 
destroyed by the tornado, as did 
Shane Cauthen, worship leader, 
who rented a house in Vilonia.

A portion of the roof of Saltillo 
Heights Baptist Church in Vilonia 
was torn off, and the church received 
other damage to other buildings on 
the property. Church vans and the 
pastor’s truck were damaged. 

Rick Morrow, pastor of Saltillo 
Heights Baptist Church, relocated 
to Arkansas about six months ago 
from the Dallas area.

“Our main damage to our audito-
rium is the roof. We’ve got a lot of 
damage to the front of the church 
where the baptistry is located, and 
lot of the metal roof is torn off of 
it,” he said, adding, “The roof off 
of our nursery area was completely 
taken away, and the whole back wall 
of the church is basically damaged. I 
don’t know if it is going to be able to 
be repaired or not.

“It kind of blew it off its foun-
dation and kicked it out,” Mor-
row said. “It is kind of like it is just 
leaned up there now. It’s the whole 
back of the main church building.” 

Additionally, the church’s mul-
tipurpose building used for basket-
ball, fellowship gatherings and Sun-

day school was severely damaged.
“Basically, both ends got blew 

out,” he said. “I won’t know how 
bad until the insurance company 
gets out here. It was hit really bad.”

The pastor said a number of 
members’ homes were damaged 
or destroyed by the tornado. The 
church parsonage, where he lives, 
received roof damage as well.

“It’s heart-wrenching to see 
what folks are going through and 
experiencing now,” said Morrow, 
adding that he and others have at-
tempted to help members of the 
church “that we could find.”

“We are in that stage now that 
everything is in such a disarray 
now that folks are just trying to get 
their roofs and their fences back 
up to keep their cows in and get the 
insurance people out,” he said.

“People have been so gracious and 
so generous,” said Morrow. “People 
have been bringing around bottled 
water and stuff like that that has 

helped a lot of 
people out. 
It’s really been 
a blessing. It’s 
amazing to see 
people reach 
out and extend 
that hand of 
e n c o u r a g e -
ment.”

M o r r o w 
added that 
eight members 
of the U.S. Air 
Force stationed 
at the Little 
Rock Air Force 
Base in Jack-
sonville came 
to help. 

“They came 
out with their 
chain saws. 
They worked 
in our yard and 
in our church’s 
yard from early 

yesterday morning (April 28) until 
late yesterday evening,” the pastor 
said. “And I mean they worked. 
There wasn’t any sitting around. 
They were hardworking gentlemen.

“It was a blessing to have our ser-
vicemen come.”

Morrow said he knows God ulti-
mately has a greater purpose in the 
tragedy in Vilonia.  

“I know He has far greater plans 
than I can imagine or ever hope for, 
and that’s what I’m trusting in,” he 
said.

“In my finite mind, I see all of 
the loss and the way it has totally up-
rooted lives,” Morrow said. “As far as 
my wisdom and understanding goes, 
I couldn’t even begin to think about 
what God is going to do with this, 
but I know that He is faithful and 
that He knows. I am just going to 
lean on that understanding.”

Randy Norman, pastor of Life 
Source Church in Mayflower, rode 
out the tornado in his home, which 
also served as the gathering place 
for his congregation. On the day the 
Arkansas Baptist News spoke to Nor-
man, he was actively searching for a 
new house to rent.

“‘Cried out to God’ takes on a 
whole new perspective and meaning 

after coming like this,” said Nor-
man, adding that he, his wife, Ve-
ronica, and son, Riley, huddled in 
a bathroom covered by a mattress as 
the storm ravaged his house.

“I’ve always wondered, ... ‘People 
say they believe in God, but do they 
really?’ I ask, ‘What would they do 
when put to the test?’” said the pas-
tor, adding that Life Source Church 
moved from Jacksonville in an ef-
fort to reach unreached people with 
the gospel and that he is convinced 
more than ever that it was the right 
thing to do.

“In the middle of that storm, 
God showed me that He was with 
me,” said Norman. “I know He is 
with me, and my faith is stronger 
than I thought it was.”

He added, “(It’s) making me more 
resolute in my call.”

The house of Wade Lentz, pastor 
of Beryl Baptist Church, was com-
pletely destroyed in this year’s tor-
nado after being damaged heavily in 
the 2011 tornado that hit the area. 
Lentz has only been pastor of the 
church for about six months. 

Lentz told media at the scene 
that after hearing warnings of the 
upcoming storm, he was at first com-
placent that the Vilonia area could 
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be hit twice in three years.
His wife, Amanda, convinced him 

otherwise, and they left for his par-
ents’ house before the tornado swept 
the Lentz house off its foundation.

“We lived through this once be-
fore, and it was the same roar then,” 
Lentz told NBC News. “We went 
back to check out my house, and I 
saw right away that we didn’t have 
a house.”

The pastor’s Chevy Silverado was 
turned upside down on its roof, as 
was the family’s Toyota Corolla. Like 
the Lentz house, both cars were com-
pletely destroyed.

“We don’t understand why the 
Lord has allowed us to go through 

this again, but I also know that our 
God does not make any mistakes,” 
Lentz told NBC News.

The U.S. Department of Home-
land Security’s Federal Emergency 
Management Agency (FEMA) has 
announced that federal disaster aid 
has been made available to the State 
of Arkansas and ordered federal aid 
to supplement state and local recov-
ery efforts in the area affected by se-
vere storms, tornadoes and flooding. 

Assistance can include grants 
for temporary housing and home 
repairs, low-cost loans to cover un-
insured property losses and other 
programs to help individuals and 
business owners recover from the ef-

fects of the disaster.
Following is a list of associations 

and churches provided by the ABSC 
that have served during the disaster 
relief response: In Mayflower, Ar-
kansas River Valley Baptist Associa-
tion, Faulkner Baptist Association 
and Bartholomew Baptist Asso-
ciation. In western Pulaski County, 
Balboa Baptist Church, Hot Springs 
Village; The Church at Rock Creek, 
Little Rock, and Central Baptist As-
sociation. In Vilonia, Union Valley 
Baptist Church, Beebe; Arkansas 
Valley Baptist Association; Tri-
County Baptist Association; North 
Central Baptist Asso-
ciation; White River 
Baptist Association; 
Calvary Baptist As-
sociation, and Geyer 
Springs First Baptist 
Church, Little Rock.

As of press time, 
volunteers continued 
to work in Mayflow-
er, Vilonia, western 
Pulaski County and 
at the Multi Agency 
Resource Center 
(MARC) in Conway. 

The ABSC also is coordinating vol-
unteers to assist at the American 
Red Cross distribution centers at 
Point of Grace Baptist Church in 
Vilonia and Pleasant Grove Baptist 
Church in Ferndale.

Arkansans seeking to assist with 
recovery efforts may make donations 
to the ABSC disaster relief fund by 
visiting www.absc.org and clicking 
on the “Donate Now” button. Do-
nations will go directly to the recov-
ery efforts and victims affected by 
the storms.

Compiled by the ABN staff and ad-
ditional media reports.

People (left) survey damage in Vilonia April 28. Arkansas disaster relief volunteers from Central 
Baptist Association, Benton, (top) remove fallen trees from a home in Mayflower. Volunteers (above) 
prepare Buckets of Love for storm victims. A sign (right) welcomes visitors to The Valley, Vilonia, May 
4. Photos by Caleb Yarbrough. *“Bucket of Love” photo by Matt Ramsey.



8   May 15, 2014aCroSS arkanSaS

C l a s s i f i e d s
PASTOR

Leachville Second Baptist is seeking bi-voca-
tional pastor. Please send resume to Leachville 
Second Baptist Church Pastor Search Committee, 
P.O. Box 565, Leachville, AR 72438.

Emmet First Baptist Church is seeking bi-vo-
cational pastor. Please send resume to Emmet 
First Baptist Church Pastor Search Committee, P.O. 
Box 186, Emmet, AR 71835.

Ridgeview Baptist Church, Wynne, is seeking 
a full-time pastor. Send resume to Ridgeview 
Baptist Church Pastor Search Committee, P.O. Box 
555, Wynne, AR 72396.

Balboa Baptist Church in Hot Springs Village 
(Central Association) is receiving resumes for a 
full-time senior pastor. Email to secreta-
rybbc@sbcglobal.net or mail to 415 Ponce De Leon 
Drive, Hot Springs Village, AR 71909. Phone: 501-
915-0647.

Trinity Baptist Church, Fort Smith, is seeking a 
bi-vocational or full-time pastor. Please 
send resume to Trinity Baptist Pastor Search Com-
mittee, 3619 N. 6, Fort Smith, AR 72904 or email 
trinitybc2@juno.com.

Highway Baptist Church in Sherwood, is seek-
ing a bi-vocational pastor. Parsonage avail-
able. Please mail resume to 5845 Roundtop Drive, 
Sherwood, AR 72117.

First Baptist Church of Las Cruces, N.M., is ac-
cepting applications and referrals for the position of 
senior pastor. Sunday worship attendance 500-
plus. Applicants should meet the position require-
ments as reflected in the church’s “pastor profile” 
(see website: www.fbclascruces.com). Send re-

sume or referral letter to Pastor Search Committee 
at psc@fbclascruces.com (electronic submissions 
encouraged), or mail to Pastor Search Committee, 
First Baptist Church, 106 S. Miranda, Las Cruces, 
NM 88005. Applications will be accepted until 
Aug. 1, 2014.

Creede Baptist Church, Creede, Colo., is search-
ing for a full-time pastor. For information, visit 
our website at creedebaptistchurch.org or contact 
JC Banks at 719.588.2222. 

OTHER STAFF POSITIONS

New Mexico Baptist Children’s Home is seeking 
a Christian couple to work as houseparents for 
a great group of kids. We offer a competitive salary 
with benefits plus room and board. If this is your 
calling, please contact Bill Marker at 575-359-
1254 or email bill.marker@nmbch.com.

Fairfield Bay Baptist Church is seeking a full-
time minister of music and outreach. 
Please send resumes to P.O. Box 1029, Fairfield Bay, 
AR 72088 or email to worship@ffbbaptist.com.

First Baptist Church, Smackover, is looking for 
a part-time worship leader for our Sunday 
service only – please contact the church, 870-
725-3941, or Steve Sharp, 870-725-6027, or mail 
your resume to 201 W. Seventh Street, Smackover, 
AR 71762.

First Baptist Church, Maumelle, is looking for a 
church pianist. Our services are blended with a 
35-voice choir that sings every Sunday. Our next 
pianist needs to be a dynamic Christian, good at 
reading music and creative with the instrument. 
Needed for two services on Sunday, as well as 

Wednesday nights for choir rehearsal. Contact 
Bruce Rodtnick at Rodtnick@comcast.net for more 
information.

West Baptist Church, Batesville, is seeking a 
full-time family ministries pastor. Send 
resume to West Baptist Church, Attn: Cory Majors, 
1100 N. Central Ave., Batesville, AR 72501 or email 
to pastorclmaj.west@gmail.com.

First Baptist Church of Hamburg is seeking a 
full-time youth minister. Send resume to First 
Baptist Church, P.O. Box 352, Hamburg, AR 71646 
or email to sbchbg_office@sbcglobal.net.

South Side Baptist Church is seeking a part-
time worship leader. Please send resume to 
South Side Baptist Church, Attn: Personnel Com-
mittee, 2400 Dodson Ave., Fort Smith, AR 72901. 
For job description: 479-782-5041 or see “Part-
Time Worship Leader” on our website at www.
ssbconline.org.

First Baptist, Marion, is seeking a full-time 
minister of students to lead a large, growing 
student ministry. Resumes may be sent to Dr. Clay 
Hallmark, FBC, P.O. Box 6, Marion, AR 72364 or via 
email at clay.hallmark@firstmarion.org.

Central Baptist Church, Magnolia, is seeking 
a full-time family minister to children. 
Please email resumes to jasonmears@cbcmagno-
lia.org.

Alexander First Baptist, a small church, is look-
ing for a volunteer pianist. We do traditional 
hymns and contemporary choruses. May can do 
small monetary enumeration. 501-944-6516. 

First Baptist Church, Sherwood, is accepting re-
sumes for the part-time position preschool 
ministry director (20 hours weekly). Send re-

sumes to response@fbcsherwood.org.
The First Baptist Church of Lead Hill is seeking a 

bi-vocational minister of worship and a bi-
vocational minster to students. Resumes 
can be sent to FBC Lead Hill, Search Committee, 
P.O. Box 94, Lead Hill, AR 72644. FBC, Lead Hill, is a 
thriving church on the move trying to bring better 
worship and to continue a legacy of youth work in 
the Lead Hill area. The church’s average attendance 
is in the 130s on Sunday mornings and has an av-
erage youth attendance on Wednesday night of 30. 
Lead Hill is located 20 miles north of Harrison on 
Highway 7 and about 35 miles south of Branson, 
Mo. For other information or questions, please 
contact the pastor: Rev. Matthew Kerley, 870-577-
0252 or mkerley@firstbaptistleadhill.org.

Black River Baptist Association now receiving 
resumes for position of associational mission-
ary. Send resumes to AM Search Black River Bap-
tist Association, P.O. Box 310, Hoxie AR 72433 or 
email to brba.ar@gmail.com. Resumes received till 
June 16, 2014.

Connection Church in Spearfish, S.D., is a new 
church plant in search of a youth pastor. Being 
a new church plant, this is an area that is new and 
ready for leadership. For more information, please 
go to our website www.spearfishconnection.com 
and look under the ministry tab.

South Main Baptist Church, Crossett, is seeking 
a nursery worker for Sunday and Wednesday 
services. Those interested call 870-364-8459 or 
email smbcsecretary@windstream.net.

Calvary Baptist Church in North Little Rock is 
seeking a pianist for Sundays only. Contact Mi-
chelle at 501-945-4174 for more information.

DEDICATION - Shady Grove Baptist Church in Shirley dedicated a new church sign in memory of 
Danny Thomas, a church deacon who died in an automobile accident in 2011. The sign was built 
from donations and designed by Ruby Thomas. It was unveiled by his grandchildren in a dedication 
ceremony April 27. The program included music by Rick Wolfe, Sara Thomas and James Thomas.

FISH FILLET - The North Pulaski Baptist 
Association (NPBA) Missions and Ministry 
Center was one of two sites that filleted 
and prepared about 9,000 pounds of hybrid 
striped bass to go to local hunger ministries 
in Central Arkansas. Several ministry partners 
were involved in this project, beginning with 
City Connections Inc. and Arkansas Hunters 
Feeding the Hungry, which gave the minis-
tries access to fish from USDA experimental 
ponds in the Stuttgart area. Some volunteers 
were members of  NPBA churches, includ-
ing Friendship Baptist Church, Sherwood, 
and those with caring centers; Bayou Meto 
Baptist Church, Jacksonville, and Central 
Baptist Church, North Little Rock.

Mike Sandusky, campus min-
ister at South-
ern Arkansas 
Un i v e r s i t y , 
received the 
Communi t y 
Leader of the 
Year Award 
April 23 at 
the Southern 
Arkansas Uni-
versity Leader-

ship Recognition and Awards 
Banquet held in Magnolia.

Sandusky

Sandusky 
recognized

Church life
Spradling Baptist Church, Fort 

Smith, will hold a retirement re-
ception for Pastor Ron Williamson 
from 1:30 p.m. to 3:30 p.m. May 18.

Twin Lakes Baptist Church, 
Mountain Home, will host Chris-
tian band Everfound in concert at 6 
p.m. June 7. 

First Baptist Church, Mount 
Ida, will celebrate its 100 years in 
ministry June 29.

Obituaries
Alta B. Allison, 84, of Little 

Rock, died April 26.  She was an 
Arkansas Baptist pastor’s wife and a 
Foreign Mission Board (now Inter-
national Mission Board) missionary. 
She served as secretary to the dean 
of students and then the president 
of Ouachita Baptist University. She 
is preceded in death by her parents 
and sister. She is survived by her 

husband of 63 years, Clarence A. Al-
lison; son; daughter, and five grand-
children. Graveside services were 
held May 1 at Lawrence Memorial 
Cemetery in Walnut Ridge.
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MAYNARD – About 270 people 
attended Passion in the Park – a 
block party held on Easter Sunday 
by Witt’s Chapel Baptist Church, 
Maynard. It was a sizeable turnout 
considering the town only has a pop-
ulation of about 400.

The event, true to its name, took 
place in a park. 

“I was convicted last Eas-
ter about trying to reach out 
to those who might not feel 
comfortable coming inside 
our church building be-
cause of their preconceived 
ideas about us ‘Christians,’” 
said Bruce Stone Sr., pas-
tor of Witt’s Chapel Baptist 
Church. “I wanted to give 
them a more relaxed, less formal 
opportunity to encounter some of 
us and the Lord on Easter Sunday.  
Passion in the Park was the result.”

He added that most of those who 
attended were unchurched.

“Several of the young adults there 
personally thanked me for getting to 
go to church, rather than thanking 
me for all the food, games, prizes, 
etc.,” Stone said.

He described the event as a “big 
step of faith,” noting he wasn’t sure 
how many people would attend. 

But he didn’t need to worry. 

Crowds enjoyed games, prizes and 
food, in addition to worship and a 
message. And Current-Gaines Bap-
tist Association allowed Witt’s Cha-
pel to use its block party trailer.

Stone said, for him, the “high-
light” of the event came in the form 
of a conversation with a mother 

standing in line for food. 
“She said she wanted to 

thank me, and I said, ‘Well, 
you’re welcome,’” related 
Stone. “And she looked at 
herself – kind of head to toe 
– and said, ‘I wanted to go 
to church today, but I didn’t 
think I could. I heard y’all 
were doing this. I knew I 
could hang around some 

Christian people at least on Easter 
Sunday.’ And she said, ‘I didn’t 
know y’all were singing and preach-
ing too, and I got to go to church.’ 
And she had a big smile on her face.

“That was worth it all to me – be-
cause that was the whole reason we 
did it,” Stone said.

He said the church wants to hold 
similar events in the future.

“This was the first step in us get-
ting out of the pew and into the 
street and trying to reach our com-
munity,” he said. “(We) plan on 
doing more events like it.”

270 attend Easter block party
‘I got to go to church’

Stone

CELEBRATING WMU - Pat Taff, of First 
Baptist Church, Fort Smith, dresses in pe-
riod clothing as part of a 125th anniversary 
celebration for Woman’s Missionary Union 
(WMU). The event was held by Concord 
Baptist Association’s WMU. About 50 women 
attended the event, which took place May 3 at 
Fianna Hills Baptist Church, Fort Smith. Susan 
Yates, associational WMU director, and team 
planned the event, which focused on WMU’s 
history and ongoing ministries. The day’s 
ministry project was to collect toilet paper for 
Fort Smith Christian Women’s Job Corps and 
Fort Smith Christian Men’s Job Corps. Jeanette 
Green, wife of Eric Green, who serves as pas-
tor of Kibler Baptist Church, Alma, provided 
special music. Jeff Thompson, Concord Baptist 
associational missionary, encouraged attend-
ees to continue their missions teaching and 
involvement.

UFM CONGRESSO - The Unión Femenil Misionera (UFM) Congresso – a conference for the 
Hispanic branch of Arkansas Woman’s Missionary Union – took place April 26 at Markham Street 
Baptist Church, Little Rock. It was the 10th anniversary of UFM in Arkansas. Guests included  
Alejandra Alvarado, from Canada, and Brenda Vasquez, from Missouri. Worship music was led by 
the Hispanic praise team from First Baptist Church, Rogers.
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Gayla Parker
member

Lifeway Baptist
Little Rock

The “best” referred to in the les-
son title and displayed in Song of 
Songs is covenantal love between a 
man and a woman expressed fully 
in and through the context of mar-
riage (this is the relationship and 
commitment described in Genesis 
2:23-25). Our culture 
attempts to cheapen 
the value of this gift 
from our Creator with 
counterfeits. Our pas-
sages offer three ways to 
invest in the real thing.

First, our sexual 
purity is a prize to be 
guarded only until 
it is shared with our 
spouse in the covenant 
of marriage (Song 5:6-
8). The Song of Songs 
is filled with symbolic 
language. In our text, the city sym-
bolizes the young woman and the 
guards symbolize her virginity. Verse 
7 is one of the hardest verses to in-
terpret in all the Song of Songs. In 
light of the symbolism, it is best un-
derstood metaphorically as the in-
ternal struggle the young bride has 
in surrendering to her groom that 
which she has so carefully guarded 

her entire life. In ancient Israel, a 
maiden’s virginity was an integral 
part of her identity.

Second, the passion of covenant-
al love is shared exclusively and 
monogamously with one’s spouse 
(Song 6:1-3). The language of verse 

2 euphemistically de-
scribes the sexual fulfill-
ment of marriage. Verse 
3 shows this passion is 
only to be shared in an 
exclusively monogamous 
covenant relationship. 

Third, understand 
that covenantal love is 
powerful and priceless; 
therefore, it should not 
be sought until it can 
be given (Song 8:4-7). In 
verses 6 and 7, the bride 
describes the power of 

love and its priceless value. This is 
an explanation of the charge she 
gives young women in verse 4 to not 
stir up or awaken their passions too 
early. The appropriate time to seek 
covenantal love is when you are able 
to give it in return. It is just as im-
portant to be spiritually, emotionally 
and economically mature as it is to 
by physically mature before marriage.

My friend recently drove by a 
man holding this sign: “Will Work 
For Food – God Bless.” He felt bur-
dened for the man and decided to 
help. He went to a nearby restau-
rant, purchased a combo meal and 
returned to the man. My friend 
handed him the sack 
of food and accompa-
nying drink. The man 
took the items, threw 
them on the ground 
and cursed. He really 
didn’t want food – he 
wanted money.

Every year there are 
new scams trying to 
take advantage of peo-
ple’s good nature. Be-
cause of this deception, 
I sometimes struggle 
with the effectiveness 
of our church’s benevolence minis-
try. Despite the safeguards we have 
in place to ensure we are being good 
stewards of our funds, I realize that 
we are occasionally lied to and taken 
advantage of. However, there are 
many legitimate needs all around us.

In Acts 3, Peter and John were 
on their way to the temple when 
they came across a man with a real 

physical need. The man was “lame 
from birth” and had to be carried 
to the temple gate in order to beg 
(Acts 3:2). Just as today’s panhandler 
might add the words “God Bless” 
to his cardboard sign to play on the 
giving nature of Christians, I believe 

the crippled man in Acts 
3 knew he could play on 
the sympathy of the reli-
gious folks going to the 
temple to pray.

But Peter and John 
did not have money to 
give; however, they were 
able to share Jesus (Acts 
3:6). As a result, the man 
was healed (Acts 3:7), he 
praised God (Acts 3:9) 
and others were impact-
ed (Acts 3:10).

We are called to help 
the poor and to share Christ. How-
ever, we can’t throw money at every 
need that presents itself. Would you 
boldly pray today that God would 
give you the insight about whom 
to help financially and with whom 
to share Jesus? You’ll be surprised 
whom God will put in your path.

Thank you, God, for giving us sal-
vation to share!

Jim Monroe
associate pastor

First Baptist
White Hall

April 27, 2014, started like any 
other Sunday in Arkansas with fam-
ilies attending church, eating with 
family and friends or maybe going 
out for a little fishing. By the end 
of the day, the Arkansans living in 
the Mayflower and Vilonia area saw 
their world crumbled 
as a tornado hit the 
ground, destroying ev-
erything it touched.

Natural disasters 
happen, cancer is real, 
fatal accidents take 
young lives and war 
kills; in the blink of an 
eye, a person’s world 
can be turned upside 
down. It is in these 
times that God has an 
opportunity to shine 
brighter than ever be-
fore in the lives of believers who 
have seen His glory. 

While Ezekiel was in exile in Bab-
ylonia, God called him to preach 
both judgment and hope to the first 
Judean exiles in Babylonia. His call 
came from three related phenom-
ena: He received a vision of the 
Lord; he was given empowerment 
by the Lord; and he was entrusted 
with a message from the Lord. Be-
cause his call was so challenging, 

God first gave him a glimpse of His 
glory and greatness so that he could 
know from whence his hope would 
come in the midst of the upcoming 
tragedies.  

The message Ezekiel had to 
preach was that Jerusalem would 

fall and spend seven very 
long decades in Babylo-
nia. It was during this 
difficult time the peo-
ple would “know that 
I (God) am the Lord” 
(Ezek. 6:10, NIV).

In the case of the Is-
raelites, the fall came be-
cause of their unfaithful-
ness to the Lord. That is 
not always the reason 
for disasters to enter 
our lives, but the words 
“know that I am the 

Lord” are still true. We can know 
that He is Lord when His grace sus-
tains us. We can know that He is 
Lord when His strength becomes 
our strength. We can know that 
He is Lord when peace floods our 
heart. And we can know that He is 
Lord when we see Him restore our 
crumbled world.

When your world is crumbling 
around you, take heart and know 
that He is Lord!

I listened as a young man ex-
plained 1 Peter 1:16 (NKJV) – “Be 
holy, for I am holy” – to a co-worker. 

He explained that holiness is an 
impossibility and the obvious mean-
ing was to be a mature Christian. 

He asked if I agreed. 
I explained that ma-
turity is not the same 
thing as holiness. Holi-
ness can and should en-
compass maturity, but 
the literal meaning of 
“holiness” comes from 
a Greek word which 
means “to separate or 
to set apart.” The im-
mediate context of this 
verse is our salvation 
in Christ and what our 
subsequent conduct 
should be. 1 Peter 1:15 
says, “Be holy in all your conduct.” 
The idea of holiness in conduct is to 
be separated from sin and set apart 
for service to God in all areas of our 
lives. 

The word for “holy” in Psalm 99, 
like in 1 Peter 1:15-16, means “to set 
apart.” However, holiness applied 
to God isn’t the same as it is when 
applied to God’s people. Holiness 
applied to God is more than separ-
ateness. 

Psalm 99 pictures God as holy 
and transcendent. Transcendence 
means to be above and beyond. The 
psalmist pictures God reigning on 
His throne high above the people. 
It is from this transcendent position 

that God rules with 
strength and justice. 
He graciously hears the 
prayers of His people 
and forgives their sin. 
He is pictured as the 
Law Giver giving His 
people laws or rules to 
live by.

The psalmist pro-
claims that God is holy 
(Psalm 99:3, 5 and 9). 
Because God is Holy, 
He wants us to be holy. 
We are not transcen-
dent like God. We are 

not above and beyond sin and un-
righteousness. God does want us to 
pursue holiness (Heb. 12:14). 

God is calling us to separate from 
sin and to consecrate ourselves in 
service to Him. 

We should set apart ourselves, 
our families, our passions, our af-
fections, our time, our talents, our 
reputations, our thoughts, our jobs 
and our ministries to be used for the 
Lord’s service. 

Gerald Nash
chaplain

Second Baptist 
Conway

Hope shared
Acts 3:1-10

BiBle StudieS for life:

Invest in the best
song of songs 5:6-8; 6:1-3; 8:4-7

explore the BiBle:

When your world crumbles
EzEkiEl 1:1-3; 1:28-2:5; 6:7-10 

explore the BiBle:

God is holy
PsAlm 99:1-9

BiBle StudieS for life:
JUne 1, 2014

Jeff Thompson
associational missionary

Concord Baptist Association
Fort Smith

May 25, 2014
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continued from page one

UKRAINE

BEIRNE – Tracy Hooks, member 
of First Baptist Church, Beirne, has 
been named the 
Arkansas Bap-
tist News (ABN) 
2014 Mother of 
the Year. 

An ABN rep-
resentative pre-
sented Hooks 
with a gift card 
during the April 
27 worship ser-
vice at First 
Baptist Church, 
where James 
B l a c k w o o d 
serves as pastor.

When Hooks 
was announced 
as the winner, 
her daughter 
Brittney Mal-
com, who nomi-
nated her moth-
er for the recog-
nition, cried and 
the congregation 
applauded.

The ABN’s 
annual contest 
asks readers to 
nominate moth-
ers by submitting an essay titled “A 
Tribute to a Godly Mother.” 

Malcom described her mother’s 
commitment to her family.

“A mother 
is there for her 
children and 
puts them be-
fore herself. My 
mother, Tracy 
Hooks, has al-
ways gone above 
and beyond 
that,” wrote 
Malcom.

She shared 
that her mother 
prays for her 
children and en-
courages them 
with Scripture. 
In addition, her 
essay described 
the multiple 
ways her mother 
serves at First 
Baptist (read 
tribute online at 
www.arkansas-
baptist.org). 

“I am happy 
for her to re-
ceive such an 
honor,” said 
B l a c k w o o d . 

“She is a hard worker that can be 
depended upon for about any task 

you ask her to do. 
“Her husband drives the small 

church bus to pick up underprivi-
leged, and children of broken homes 
to bring to church. Tracy rides with 
him to watch over the children dur-
ing the ride. She then has a large 
part in caring for and teaching them 
once they reach the church. Also, 
Tracy has been the VBS (vacation 
Bible school) director for the last 
two or three years and does a fantas-
tic job of it.”    

He noted Hooks is “very influen-
tial in her family and the direction it 

takes in life.”
“If there is anyone that does for 

others and expects nothing in re-
turn, it would be Tracy,” he said.

“I am very proud that my mother 
was chosen, and I believe she truly 
deserves to be Mother of the Year,” 
said Malcom. “She is definitely my 
role model as a person, but specifi-
cally as a Christian mother. I pray 
that I can be at least half as good a 
mother as she is to me and my sib-
lings.”

Hooks has five children and three 
– soon to be four – grandchildren.

Each word sung was translated 
and displayed on a large screen so 
audience members would under-
stand the songs’ messages. Grayson 
said local Ukrainian pastors esti-
mate that 50-60 percent of those in 
attendance were nonbelievers. Local 
pastors are following up with people 
who made decisions.

“I never asked them to become 
a Christian – to them that means 
little more than continuing to be 
religious. I asked them to come to 
realize that Jesus Christ was their 
only hope and for their relationship 
with Christ to be personal.  I invited 
them to become a serious follower of 
Christ for life,” said Gott. 

“There’s no way to know how 
many of those (decisions) were first-
time salvations, but there’s great 
confidence in many being that,” said 
Grayson. “I’m confident that there 
will be thousands who are going to 
be in heaven with us now because 
of this.”

“I have never before been a part of 
such a powerful movement of God’s 
Spirit in the hearts of so many peo-
ple,” said Doug Moore, instrumen-
tal director for the Master’Singers 
and worship pastor at First Baptist 
Church, Jacksonville. “I am hum-
bled that God would allow me to 
be used in this mission endeavor. I 
pray that I will never get over this 
experience.”

Plans for the trip underwent a 
shift in March when pastors from 
eastern Ukraine notified Grayson 
that, due to the political situation, 
it would be best for the group not 
to come to that part of the country. 
Just a few days later, pastors from 
western Ukraine invited the group 
to tour in their area instead.

The entire trip was re-
planned in about six weeks and 
went “flawlessly,” Grayson said. 

“It was as though that’s where 
we had been planning to go all 
along, which bottom line is it’s 
exactly where God wanted us – 
there is no doubt,” he said.

He noted that the Ukrainian 
people thanked them for bring-
ing encouragement and bring-
ing God to Ukraine and for 
“risking” coming at this time in 
the nation’s history.

“In my mind, I thought, ‘We 
… did not risk anything. We 
have not felt any risk in what 
we’ve done,’” said Grayson, not-
ing they never felt any danger or 
threat the whole time they were in 
Ukraine.

But it was not just the Ukrainian 
people who were affected by the trip.

“I love it that worship leaders 
here in the state will never be the 
same, and I believe that to be true,” 
Grayson said, noting team members’ 
responses regarding the trip.

“Since my return to the U.S., I 
have been overwhelmed by what 
we just experienced,” wrote Tim 
Gunter, pastor of worship and dis-
cipleship at First Baptist Church, 

Camden, in an email to Grayson. 
“Several times during each day, tears 
will flood my eyes with the joy of 
the Lord, as they are now as I type. I 
think I have shed more tears in the 
past two-plus weeks than in all my 
life combined. My quiet times have 
been much more powerful. Our 
Sunday (morning) service was much 

more meaningful and worshipful, 
at least for me. I find myself run-
ning out of words to describe recent 
events. ‘Praise God from whom all 
blessings flow!’”

Other team members shared their 
reflections as well. 

Carleen Powers – whose hus-
band, Phil Powers, serves as associ-
ate pastor of worship and education 
at Marshall Road Baptist Church, 
Jacksonville – served in a nonmusi-
cal role. She described how her life 
was touched through her experience 
as part of the prayer team. 

“Night after night we cried out to 

God for the lost people of Ukraine. 
On one of the nights, someone had 
written ‘mother and father’ needed 
the Lord. When I read that, I sobbed 
and my heart broke for these fami-
lies,” wrote Powers.

She said God burdened her to 
“pray for the people of Ukraine.”

“I would find myself praying as 
we drove from place to place, as 
I walked through the halls and 
churches, when I was awake and 
when I was asleep. The Lord 
would wake me up praying for 
the people. I now know what 
it means to ‘pray without ceas-
ing,’” she wrote. “For me, some 
of the most remarkable worship 
took place in the prayer room. 
… God has given me a greater 
desire to pray for the lost people 
around me.”

Clay Doss, worship pas-
tor at Cullendale First Baptist 
Church, Camden, shared his 
thoughts as well.

“God has used us to get the mes-
sage of the gospel to the hearts of 
the Ukrainians,” he wrote. “I praise 
God for using us and allowing us to 
be a small part of reaching Ukraine 
for Christ. I pray that God will take 
the changed lives and the seeds that 
have been planted in hearts and 
multiply them over and over again.”

He concluded by quoting the lyr-
ics to “Praise His Holy Name,” the 
final song sung at each concert: “To 
God be the glory, now and forever, 
praise His holy name!”

Contact Jessica Vanderpool at  
jessica@arkansasbaptist.org.

Hooks demonstrates love, commitment to family
Mother of the Year

ABN Mother of the Year, Tracy Hooks, her family and 
pastor. Back from left: Brittney Malcom, daughter; 
Ryan Hooks, son; James Blackwood, pastor; Rose 
Hughes, mother, and Glen Hughes, father. Next row 
from left: Sarah Saunders, daughter, and Kalene 
Hooks, daughter. Center: Tracy Hooks and Randy 
Hooks, husband. Front row from left: Eli Hooks, 
grandson; Chloe Hooks, granddaughter, and Emma 
Malcom, granddaughter.

View a photo gallery from the Arkansas Master’Singers trip 
to Ukraine at www.arkansasbaptist.org/mastersingersukraine.

ABN Father of Year contest
THE ARKANSAS BAPTIST News  
(ABN) is announcing its annual A 
Tribute to Godly Fathers contest.

The issue prior to Father’s Day 
announces the winner. The win-
ning tribute will be chosen based 
on qualities of the father, godli-
ness of the man being honored 
and inspiration and readability of 
the essay submitted. 

Writers are asked to submit a 
brief tribute (300 words or less) 
about their father or another wor-
thy father they know. The father’s 
full name and church home, as 
well as the phone number and 

email address of the submitter, 
must be included with the tribute. 

The father nominated must be 
a current member of an Arkansas 
Southern Baptist church.

The ABN will recognize the 
winning father in his local church 
and present him with a gift June 8.

All tributes should be received 
in the ABN office no later than 
May 28. 

Send tributes to Father of the 
Year Contest, Arkansas Baptist 
News, 10 Remington Drive, Little 
Rock, AR 72204 or email them to 
jeanie@arkansasbaptist.org.


