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Sharing Christ among the  
‘untouchables’ in Southeast Asia

Students and leaders make  
Lead/Defend annual priority

Sarah Davis
Arkansas Baptist News

WE HAVE an incredible 
story,” said Earl Goatcher. 
“But it’s His story.”

It’s a story Earl took time 
to write in his autobiogra-
phy, “God’s Direction, Our 
Journey.” The book tells of 
the medical missionary jour-
ney throughout Southeast 
Asia of Earl and his wife, Dr. 
Joann Goatcher. 

“We have no history of 
our ancestors. They have 
no letters or anything to in-
dicate what life was like for 
them,” said Earl. “Out of 
that, I felt like I needed to 
write something about our 
family history so our descen-
dants will know what our life 
was like.”

Earl, a native of Formo-
sa, and Joann, from west 
Texas, began their journey 
as missionaries in 1963 
in Thailand. Joann served 
as a physician at Bangkla 
Baptist Hospital, and Earl 
served as the hospital ad-
ministrator. 

“The hospital was often 
filled to overflowing,” Earl 
wrote in his book. “Offi-
cially we were licensed for 
25 beds; in reality, our 
patient load was often far 
above that. We sometimes 
had up to 70 patients in the 
hospital, especially during 
cholera season. They would 
be on and under beds, on 
open floor spaces in rooms, 
in halls and in waiting 
areas.”

The Baptist mission in 
Thailand inherited a leprosy 

clinic in 1963 with close to 
2,000 patients in active treat-
ment. 

“Part of our motivation for 
adopting the work was that the 
stigma and ravages of the dis-
ease had left many of them as 

outcasts of the world,” wrote 
Earl. “They were rejected, 
neglected, the poorest of the 
poor.

“Yet, they were also created 
in the image of God. They also 
deserved to hear the gospel. 
They, of all people, needed 
to hear of a God who loved 
them, died for them, wanted 

Leadership and apologetics

Earl Goatcher poses for a photo among the Pokari tribe in India. Earl, and his wife, 
Dr. Joann Goatcher, served as missionaries to Southeast Asia for two decades 
beginning in the 1960s. 

Lisa Falknor
Special to the ABN

LITTLE ROCK – “Extremely 
busy” is how college student 
Rebekah Gulledge describes 
her life.

“It’s been two weeks since 
I’ve had a free day,” said 
Gulledge, a sophomore at the 
University of Arkansas Pulaski 
Technical College. Besides at-
tending college, Gulledge is 
on staff at the Metro Baptist 
Collegiate Ministry (BCM) 
and involved in the ministry 
of Oasis Church Downtown, 
Little Rock. 

In spite of her extremely 
busy schedule, Gulledge made 
time to volunteer for the annu-
al apologetics and leadership 
conference, Lead/Defend, 
March 2 at Immanuel Baptist 
Church, Little Rock. She was 
one of more than 750 who 
attended the one-day event 
sponsored by the college and 
young leaders team of the Ar-
kansas Baptist State Conven-
tion (ABSC).

“Lead/Defend is a priority 
for me,” she said, adding, “It’s 
an opportunity to reach out to 
students – not just college stu-
dents and not just people from 
Little Rock – but all over the 
state. I get to talk about how 
to connect to the BCM and to 
church.” 

Tra Hill, a senior at the 
University of Arkansas at Pine 
Bluff, said he’s given up his 
Saturday for Lead/Defend for 
four years. He plans to contin-
ue coming as a young profes-
sional after he graduates. 

“I enjoy learning how to de-
fend my faith,” said Hill, who 
attends Watson Chapel Bap-
tist Church, Pine Bluff.

“At Lead/Defend you get 
teachings from people who 
have a whole lot of knowledge 
and wisdom.” 

Students attending the con-
ference chose from 20 break-
out sessions that emphasized 
a biblical worldview and were 
led by Christ-centered leaders.

See LEAD/DEFEND page 3

Bill Newton, youth pastor at First Baptist Church, Hot Springs, leads the Faith, 
Science & Evolution breakout session at the March 2 Lead/Defend conference at 
Immanuel Baptist Church, Little Rock. Newton also spoke at another breakout  
session that day called “Abortion: The Case for Life.” Photo by Lisa Falknor

Earl and Dr. Joann Goatcher Photo by Sarah Davis

to forgive them and wanted 
them to have a truly abun-
dant life.” 

4,000 patients
Within a couple of years, 

the 40-bed leprosy clinic had 
4,000 patients under ac-
tive treatment.

“Thai people would not 
touch the leprosy patients 
– even the medical peo-
ple,” Earl said. “They were 
concerned about catching 
the disease.”

Like in the Bible, lepers 
in Thailand were excluded 
from daily life. Families 
would place their infected 

loved ones in small bamboo 
huts away from the house. 
Lepers could not get jobs, 
ride in public transportation 
or receive haircuts at the bar-
bershop.

“It’s not that contagious. 
Joann and the other doc-
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Ruling affirmed in Missouri  
Baptist Home, univ. cases
KANSAS CITY, Mo. – 
Missouri Baptists are one 
step closer to restoring The 
Baptist Home and Missouri 
Baptist University (MBU) 
to the “MBC family.” On 
Feb. 19, the state’s Appeals 
Court in Kansas City af-
firmed a lower-court rul-
ing ordering The Baptist 
Home and MBU to seat 
trustees elected by the Mis-
souri Baptist Convention 
(MBC).

The Baptist Home and 
MBU voted to forego fur-
ther appeals March 6, ac-
cording to The Pathway.

The three-judge Appeals 
Court panel upheld a Sept. 
27, 2017, opinion by Spe-
cial Judge Karl DeMarce 
in Cole County Circuit 
Court. In that ruling, De-
Marce held that trustees 
of The Baptist Home and 
MBU violated Missouri 
law when they cut off the 
MBC’s rights in 2000 and 
2001, respectively. The 
charters of both institu-
tions require MBC messen-
gers to approve changes.

“The Appeals Court’s 
ruling is very encouraging 
– and not just for Missouri 
Baptists,” said John Yeats, 
the MBC’s executive direc-
tor.

“Churches, conventions 
and ministries across the 
country will benefit from 
the ruling, which sets a 
precedent for non-profit 
corporate law,” he said. “In 
response to biblical princi-
ples, Missouri Baptists want 
to be faithful stewards of 
the ministries entrusted to 
us, which were grown with 
generations of Cooperative 
Program giving.”

Yeats added, “Missouri 
Baptists should rejoice 
that these agencies are re-
stored to lawful boards, 
lawful documents, and 
brotherly fellowship with 
the Missouri Baptist Con-
vention. We are eager to 
welcome Missouri Baptist  
University and The Baptist 
Home back into the MBC 
family.”

Wilkins honored as ABSC AM of the Year
Rachel Moreno
Ouachita Baptist University

PARIS – Dennis Wilkins was 
named this year’s Association-
al Missionary of the Year dur-
ing the Arkansas Baptist State 
Convention’s (ABSC) annual 
associational missionaries 
meeting Feb. 25-27 at Mount 
Magazine State Park in Paris. 
Associational missionaries 
from around the state attend 
the yearly meeting for work-
shops, group discussions, wor-
ship and fellowship.

“We recognize that each as-
sociational missionary is genu-
inely committed to the Lord, 
your association and the larger 
work of Arkansas Baptists,” 
said Ben Sells, president of 
Ouachita. “Each year, there 
are multiple recommendations 
for this award and so many 

people who could be the recip-
ient. We take this opportunity 
to spotlight one of your peers 
to collectively say, ‘Well done, 
good and faithful servant.’”

Sells invited Wilkins, who 
leads North Pulaski Baptist 
Association in North 
Little Rock, to join 
him at the podium as 
he shared why Wilkins 
was named this year’s 
honoree.

“Dennis’ journey to 
being an associational 
missionary has been 
non-traditional; yet in 
God’s providence this journey 
likely helped him to have such 
an impact in a short amount 
of time,” said Sells.

Wilkins, a North Little 
Rock native and a 1967 
Ouachita graduate, worked 
for Proctor and Gamble, Fair-

field Communities and Del 
Webb Corporation from 1967 
to 1996 before surrendering to 
the call to ministry. He then 
pastored First Baptist Church, 
Bluffton, S.C., was active 
in the South Carolina Bap-

tist Convention and 
served on the board 
of trustees of the  
former Home Mission 
Board (now North 
American Mission 
Board).

After returning to 
Arkansas, Wilkins 
served as interim pas-

tor for 47th Street Baptist 
Church, North Little Rock. 
Originally serving as interim 
associational missionary for 
North Pulaski, Wilkins was 
later asked to stay and has 
served full time since 2015. 
Wilkins also serves on Arkan-

sas Baptists’ Task Force for 
Prayer and Spiritual Awaken-
ing and Conflict and Recon-
ciliation ministry.

“Dennis is a connector, a 
man who, one person said,  
has ‘a vision bigger than him-
self and a gift for uniting oth-
ers for the kingdom.’ Dennis 
is a kingdom-builder,” said 
Sells. “Thank you, Dennis, for 
your faithfulness to the Lord 
throughout your life and for 
how you have stewarded your 
experiences and gifts to have 
such an impact in the North 
Pulaski association and across 
the state.”

Wilkins and his wife, Mar-
sha, have two daughters, two 
grandchildren and three great-
grandchildren.

Rachel Moreno is editorial 
coordinator at Ouachita Baptist 
University.
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Wilkins

tors were never fearful about 
touching the patients,” said 
Earl. “The leprosy patients ex-
perienced compassionate love 
and demonstration of it by the 
medical staff treating their ill-
ness. It was a type of love and 
care not known previously. 

“They began asking, ‘Who 
is this God?’ And when they 
experienced the indwelling of 
the Holy Spirit, they became 
the best witnesses in Thai-
land.” 

In July of 1971, the Goatch-
ers left Thailand and moved to 
Van Horn, Texas, to minister 
and provide medical care on 
the Rio Grande River on the 
Mexican border from El Paso, 
Texas, to Brownsville, Texas. 
They were called back to Thai-
land in 1979 with a new chal-
lenge – operating four refugee 
camps with a total of 45,000 
refugees.

Joann served as medical di-
rector at Camp Kamput – with 
a population of 22,000 refu-
gees – in the jungle between 
Thailand and Cambodia and 
was responsible for the hos-
pital and outpatient depart-
ment. Earl was responsible for 
providing food, utensils, water, 
fuel, utilities and tents for the 
four refugee camps.

“The hospital was bare 
bones,” wrote Earl. “The beds 
were just frames with bamboo 
mats for the patients. There 
were only portable X-rays, 

which were limited primarily 
to chest films and extremities. 
Doctors were forced to rely 
upon their clinical skills for 
most of their diagnoses and 
treatments.”

Conversions to Christ
Many patients seen were 

victims of land mines placed 
along the Cambodian border. 
Other patients had tropical 
diseases, malnutrition, tuber-
culosis and leprosy. The clinic 
saw on average 400 patients a 
day.

“It was in the camps that 
the witness of the Christians 
resulted in large numbers 
of refugees becoming Chris-
tians,” said Earl. 

Pastors were baptizing 
about 25 new believers each 
week. The camp’s baptistry 
was a cubic meter metal cube 
with the top cut out. In three 
years, about 5,000 refugees 
came to know Christ in all the  
camps.

“The people responded so 
well to the gospel because their 
religion had done nothing to 
help them,” said Joann. “The 
Christians provided food, 
water, compassionate medi-
cal care and everything else 
needed.”

With the refugee numbers 
decreasing and camps closing, 
the Goatchers took a short 
trip back to America before re-
turning in 1983 to Thailand. 
It was the start of what Earl 
has fondly called their “gypsy, 
tumbleweed” years. 

Earl and Joann began trav-

eling in and out of India on 
visitor visas. Once their visas 
expired, they returned to Thai-
land to reapply for a visitor visa 
before entering India again.

‘Untouchables’
Most of their attention was 

on the tribes in the Khond 
Hills. Many of the tribes in 
the area were “untouchables.” 
They are now known as “sched-
uled tribes” and do not belong 
to the caste system, which is 
the Hindu cultural class.

“The government did noth-
ing for them. No schools, no 
utilities, no medical care and 
no roads,” said Joann. “They 
were just existing.”

The Goatchers set up mul-
tiple medical clinics in the 
region. Joann trained a select 
group of villagers to be bare-
foot doctors, who received 
minimal basic medical train-
ing and worked in rural vil-
lages. 

“I was teaching them basic 
hygiene, nutrition and sanita-
tion,” said Joann. “The train-
ees were men chosen from the 
villages to study under our 
teaching about how to take 
care of their own people, what 
causes their diseases and what 
they can do to help them.”

In 1987, the Goatchers 
moved back to the United 
States. Earl became the asso-
ciate director for community 
development at the Foreign 
Mission Board (FMB), now 
the International Mission 
Board, in Richmond, Va. He 
traveled the world monitoring 

and evaluating health care, 
water and agricultural projects. 
Joann worked part-time as the 
contract physician through the 
FMB, the examining physician 
for more than 3,000 special ed-
ucation children and as a clini-
cian for the state of Virginia 
in a juvenile correction center. 

“I look back and ask, ‘What 
if I had not made the decision 
to be a missionary? Where 
would I be right now?’ The an-
swer I always come to is that 
it wouldn’t come anywhere 
near being compared to what 
is expressed in my book,” said 
Earl. “The sense we have now 
is gratitude beyond describ-
ing – that the Lord led us and 
called us. We had an adventur-
ous life full of experiences only 
God could have orchestrated.”

Earl retired from the FMB 
in 1991, and the Goatchers 
moved to Clinton. Joann con-
tinued to work in the medi-
cal field while Earl built their 
dream home. In 2012, they 
moved to Parkway Village in 
Little Rock. After 59 years of 
practicing medicine, Joann re-
tired in 2013.

“Earl and Joann are com-
mitted servants of God who 
by following God’s direction 
have accomplished more than 
they could ever have done in 
their own power,” said Ron 
West, a retired missionary who 
served in Taiwan. “They are 
outstanding representatives of  
Southern Baptist missionar-
ies.”

Contact Sarah Davis at 
sarah@arkansasbaptist.org.



www.arkansasbaptist.org 3   

Digest
Stories of interest 

to Arkansas Baptists 

For more ABN Digest, go to 
arkansasbaptist.org/abn-digest

SBC Exec. Comm. identifies  
presidential candidate
NASHVILLE, Tenn. – The 
search committee seeking 
the next president of the 
Southern Baptist Conven-
tion (SBC) Executive Com-
mittee (EC) has “identified 
God’s candidate for such 
a time as this” and will an-
nounce the nominee “very 
soon,” search committee 
vice chairman Adron Rob-
inson reported Feb. 19.

The search committee 
also responded to criti-
cism that has surfaced this 
month regarding its consid-
eration of non-Anglo can-
didates.

Reporting to a meeting 
of the EC in Nashville, 
Tenn., Robinson, pastor of 
Hillcrest Baptist Church,  
Country Club Hills, Ill., 
said the search committee 
cannot announce the can-
didate’s name yet because 
they have not officially noti-
fied the person of their in-
tent to nominate him.

EC chairman Mike 
Stone, an ex officio mem-
ber of the search commit-
tee, referenced “unfortu-
nate” criticism the search 
committee has received, 
noting a letter it received 
from four individuals even 
though media reports only 
noted three of them. The 
fourth sender, Stone said, 
asked to remain anony-
mous.

“Every” candidate sub-
mitted “has been seriously 
considered, for every sub-
mission is a sacred trust 
from Southern Baptists,” 
said Stone, pastor of Em-
manuel Baptist Church, 
Blackshear, Ga.

From the time the com-
mittee was elected in April, 
“God was guiding us,” 
Stone said. A secret ballot 
election yielded “the most 
diverse group that you 
could get from a group of 
six Baptists.” 

A special called meeting 
of the EC is likely to take 
up the search committee’s 
nomination before the 
EC’s next scheduled meet-
ing in June, Stone said.

Methodists vote to maintain biblical marriage
ST. LOUIS – United Meth-
odist bishops are promoting 
unity in the global church after 
delegates narrowly retained 
biblical marriage and a ban on 
LGBT (lesbian, gay, bisexual, 
transgender) ordination at 
a contentious 2019 General 
Conference in St. Louis.

Delegates approved Feb. 26 
the so-called Traditional Plan 
by a margin of 53.3 percent to 
46.7 percent, going against the 
One Church Plan backed by 
the United Methodist Church 
(UMC) Council of Bishops 
in advance of the conference. 
The One Church Plan would 
have largely left LGBT mar-
riage and ordination in the 
hands of local church pastors, 
while the Traditional Plan 
strengthens church policy pro-
hibiting same-sex unions and 
the ordination of practicing 
homosexuals.

The Southern Baptist Con-
vention has long upheld bibli-
cal marriage between one man 
and one woman, teaching the 
union in its 2000 Baptist Faith 
and Message, and passing reso-
lutions to that effect at annual 
meetings.

R. Albert Mohler Jr., presi-
dent of Southern Baptist 
Theological Seminary, termed 
the conference “not only sur-
prising,” but “stunning.”

“It should give hope to all 
biblically minded Christians, 
and it should remind all of us 
of what we must always clearly 
see,” Mohler said, adding “and 
that is that there is no way for 
any church or congregation to 
move ahead in two contradic-

tory directions at once.
“Eventually the choice 

comes down to faithfulness 
to the Scriptures or the aban-
donment of the Scriptures,” 
Mohler said. “When it comes 
to the clear teachings of Scrip-
ture, there really is no middle 
ground, and that’s not just 
true for the Methodists.”

Opponents of the Tradi-
tional Plan used such tactics 
as points of order, proposed 
amendments, impassioned 
pleas and challenges to deci-
sions of the 
chair to delay 
a final vote 
for hours, 
and at times 
erupted in 
vocal protests 
during the 
proceedings 
that were 
livestreamed.

John Lom-
peris, the 
United Meth-
odist director of the Institute 
on Religion and Democracy 
(IRD), said the conference 
showcased “deep divides” in 
the UMC.

“It was particularly odd to 
see liberal leaders call evangeli-
cal United Methodists hateful, 
‘a bunch of evil folks,’ and all 
kinds of names, and then at 
the same time see these same 
liberal leaders promote their 
primary liberal plan as reflect-
ing their desire for ‘we’re bet-
ter together’ unity with us,” 
Lomperis wrote Feb. 27 on the 
IRD’s Juicy Ecumenism blog. 
“There was plenty of loud, 

angry protesting. So much 
hurt all around. It was a rather 
stressful day.”

Council of Bishops Presi-
dent Kenneth Carter has 
pledged to reach out especially 
to progressives who lost, the 
UMC news service reported. 
Carter, who presides as a 
bishop in Florida, lamented 
the vote in a National Public 
Radio (NPR) interview broad-
cast Feb. 27.

“It is deeply disappointing 
and it’s our struggle,” Carter 

said on NPR. 
“In the U.S., 
we mirror the 
f r a g m e n t a -
tion of our 
culture and 
the polariza-
tion of our 
c u l t u r e . ” 
About 43 per-
cent of del-
egates were 
from outside 
the U.S., the 

Associated Press reported.
Bishops in Africa, where the 

UMC is growing as it declines 
in the U.S., overwhelmingly 
support biblical marriage, but 
also promote UMC unity, said 
Maidstone Mulenga, director 
of communications for the 
UMC Council of Bishops.

The Traditional Plan clari-
fies the definition of a practic-
ing homosexual as described in 
the UMC Book of Discipline, 
limiting the term to anyone 
“living in a same-sex marriage, 
domestic partnership or civil 
union,” or “who publicly states 
that she or he is a practicing 

homosexual,” Lomperis said. 
Among other stipulations, the 
plan establishes mandatory 
penalties for clergy who vio-
late LGBT marriage and ordi-
nation policies, Lomperis said, 
and gives churches the right to 
appeal when church leaders 
violate policy.

Susan Henry-Crowe, gener-
al secretary of the UMC Gen-
eral Board of Church and Soci-
ety, pledged to work for LGBT 
rights within the church.

“The United Method-
ist Church’s special General 
Conference failed Tuesday to 
love LGBTQIA (lesbian, gay, 
bisexual, transgender, queer 
or questioning, intersex, and 
asexual or allied) people, 
recognize their gifts in the 
church, maintain our unity in 
the midst of diversity, and to 
live out our gospel mandate 
to seek justice and pursue 
peace,” she said in a Feb. 26 
press release. “We worship a 
fully-inclusive, justice-seeking  
God.”

Carter affirmed the pain 
caused by the church’s stance 
on homosexuality.

“I have always said that 
LGBT persons are a sacred 
work. They are not the prob-
lem,” Carter said on NPR. 
“Really, the problem is how 
the church can rediscover the 
grace of God through Jesus 
and hear His command to love 
one another, and it happens in 
the local communities and in 
families.”

Written by Baptist Press, the 
official news service of the South-
ern Baptist Convention.

continued from page one
LEAD/DEFEND

“My favorite part of the 
conference was the breakout 
sessions, and one stood out 
the most – Race Matters,” said 
Hill. “The main thing he (the 
ABSC’s Neal Scoggins) said 
was no matter the race, our 
intentions should be getting 
the gospel to everyone. Be will-
ing to communicate what you  
know to people who look dif-
ferent.” 

Justin Risley, associate pas-
tor of students at First Baptist 
Church, West Fork, said it was 
the second time the church 
brought high school students 
to the event. 

“We went last year and re-
ally enjoyed it, the depths of 

teaching and preparation for 
college. We decided to go 
back,” said Risley, adding the 
price of the conference and 
the quality of what you get for 
that price is “unmatched.” 

“Since we had such a small-
er group, we were able to work 
it into our youth budget, so 
students did not pay anything 
for it,” he said. “We absolutely 
plan to go next year.” 

The main session leader 
was D.A. Horton, a speaker, 
author and pastor of Reach 
Fellowship, a church plant in 
Los Angeles. 

Jared Farley, Baptist campus 
minister at Henderson State 
University, said he especially 
liked the way Horton kicked 
off the conference. 

“He started off one of his 
main sessions with a gospel 

spoken word/rap. It was prob-
ably about five minutes long 
and was an engaging way to 
start off the bat and catch 
some people’s attention,” he 
said. “D.A. was able to speak 
in a very relevant way to the 
students and knew what they 
may be struggling with.”

Arkansas State University 
sophomore Allison Laney 
from First Baptist Church, 
Cabot, agreed, calling Horton 
“very relational.”

“He said, ‘Jesus makes 
all things new, not all new 
things.’” she said. “To me, it 
means we’re made where we 
are: not into something else 
but transformed into the life 
of Jesus.” She applauded Hor-
ton’s transparency: “I like how 
he spoke about him not being 
perfect. It makes you stop and 

think: If he’s not perfect, it’s 
OK to not be perfect. Only 
Jesus was perfect.”

In addition to training the 
next generation in biblical 
apologetics and leadership, 
the event raised $1,587 for the 
International Mission Board’s 
One Life Vision Project, an or-
ganization which gives vision 
screening around the world 
and presents the gospel while 
giving out glasses. 

Next year’s Lead/Defend 
will be Feb. 29 at Immanuel 
Baptist Church, Little Rock, 
and will feature speaker Ravi 
Zacharias. 

Lisa Falknor writes for the col-
lege and young leaders team of the 
Arkansas Baptist State Conven-
tion and is a regional correspon-
dent for the Arkansas Baptist 
News.
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Editorial&Opinion “Always be prepared to give an answer 
to everyone who asks you to give the 

reason for the hope that you have...”

 1 Peter 3:15 (NIV)

Something not so, and something very serious
the total responsibility for 
what comes off the press each 
week.

Week in and week out the 
editor is the director of a 
symphony of staffers and co-
workers that includes, in most 
cases, secretaries, an associate 
editor, a managing editor, a 
mailing clerk, printers, artists, 
proofreaders, staff and special 

writers, news 
services, and 
others. But 
the materials 
in any one 
issue which 
are actually 
written by the 

editor may be a compara-
tively insignificant part of the 
whole. In the paper which I 
edit, for example, Arkansas 
Baptist Newsmagazine, the only 
regular, week to week items by 
the editor are the editorials, 
a “personally speaking” col-
umn, and the book reviews. 
All of these can be done by 
“remote control” if the editor 
has to be away from his office 
for a week or for several weeks 
at a time, as sometimes hap-
pens.

In the middle of a several-
weeks tour of Europe and 
the Holy Land, one of my 
fellow pilgrims asked: “Who’s 
putting out the paper while 
you are away?” Before I could 
reply, one of my smart-aleck 

Editor’s Note: Below is a tidbit 
from “Across the Editor’s Desk: 
The story of the state Baptist 
papers,” by Erwin L. McDonald, 
editor of the Arkansas Baptist 
Newsmagazine from 1957 to 
1971.

A t the close of a denomi-
national emphasis ser-

vice in one of our churches 
an old deacon 
came up to me 
as editor of the 
state Baptist 
paper and 
asked: “What 
does an editor 
do, anyhow?”

“One thing he does is to 
make up the paper,” I replied, 
thinking of the selection of 
materials and their layout or 
arrangement.

Quick as a flash, the old 
fellow quipped: “I’ve been 
knowing for a long time that 
somebody was making up a 
lot of that stuff I’ve been read-
ing in our paper!”

A sign that former Presi-
dent Harry S. Truman used to 
have on his desk in the White 
House would be appropriate 
for any editor’s desk: “The 
buck stops here.” Regardless 
of how little or how much of 
the paper is actually created 
or “made up” by the editor, 
he is the one who is in full 
charge and who must carry 

Cartoon by Gary Thomas

Pressing On
Tim Yarbrough
Phil. 3:14

colleagues from the Baptist 
building responded: “The 
same ones who put it out 
when he is not away!”

W ith that out of the 
way, I would like to 

turn to more serious discus-
sion.

You may have read or heard 
recently about the struggle 
within the ranks of the 
United Methodist Church 
(UMC) over affirming biblical 
marriage (see related story, 
page 3).

A United Methodist com-
munications colleague told 
me some months ago that this 
issue and others are likely to 
split the church soon because 
the divide among the church’s 
constituency is so deep.

The UMC General Confer-
ence meeting in St. Louis Feb. 
23-26 affirmed traditional 
marriage by a narrow margin, 
53.3 percent to 46.7 percent, 
mainly due to the backing 
of UMC Bishops in Africa, 
where the denomination is 
growing in contrast to declin-
ing in the U.S. The differ-
ence? They overwhelmingly 
support biblical marriage.

Thankfully, Southern Bap-
tists long ago settled this issue 
within our ranks, teaching 
that marriage is between one 
man and one woman in the 
2000 Baptist Faith and Mes-
sage and in subsequent years 
passing resolutions at annual 
meetings to affirm that belief.

What is disconcerting 
about the UMC decision is 

how narrow the “margin of 
victory” was for the mainline 
denomination in support of 
traditional marriage and how 
it required support from Bish-
ops in Africa to accomplish it.

The close vote further ac-
centuates the drift of our 
country toward humanism 
and secularism, and the con-
tinuing falling away from the 
tenets of God.

Let’s commit to pray for 
our United Methodist breth-
ren in these days, that they 
might be led by the Holy 
Spirit to decisions that direct 
the souls of men to the true 
gospel and saving knowledge 
of Jesus Christ.

Tim Yarbrough is editor/
executive director of the Arkansas 
Baptist News.
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P olygamy, the practice of having more than one wife 
simultaneously, is mentioned often in the Old Testa-

ment. In his book “Prostitutes and Polygamists” (Zonder-
van, 2015), David Lamb notes 29 different men in the Old 
Testament who had multiple wives. They range from the 
good (Abraham), the bad (Lamech), and the outrageous 
(Solomon).  

Polygamy occurred for various reasons. Often, the man 
needed another wife to produce an heir (Abraham, El-
kanah). Kings had multiple wives for status or political 
gain (David, Solomon). Sometimes, having multiple wives 

simply happened as part 
of a family’s dysfunctional 
relationship (Jacob, Leah 
and Rachel). 

Since women had little 
protection outside of mar-

riage, polygamy would be allowed as a means for their 
security. For example, levirate marriage (Deut. 25:5-10) 
protected a widow by allowing her to marry her deceased 
husband’s brother. When Israelite warriors collected their 
prisoners from battle, the Law allowed them to marry any 
women captives (Deut. 21:10-14).

Although the Bible does not condemn polygamy, it at-
tempts to inhibit the practice. Moses stated that kings 
should not have multiple wives, as they would entice the 
king to be “led astray” (Deut. 17:17). Had Solomon paid 
heed to this command, he would have saved himself much 
grief (1 Kings 11:3ff).  

The Bible rarely shows polygamy in a good light. In 
many instances, the wives create animosity within the fam-
ily. Sarah became jealous of Hagar, Abraham’s concubine, 
before Ishmael’s birth, and she shunned Hagar after Isaac 
was born (Gen. 16, 21). Jacob’s wives, sisters Leah and Ra-
chel, were caught up in a heated feud (Gen. 30). Hannah 
became distraught over her barrenness, in part due to the 
ridicule she faced from Elkanah’s second wife Peninnah (1 
Sam. 1). Further, the children of these families often did 
not get along, as evidenced by the rivalries within Jacob’s 
and David’s families. The Bible may not condemn po-
lygamy, but it does not support it, either. Instead, the Bible 
depicts it as far from the ideal that God intended. 

God’s ideal is described in Genesis 2:20-24. Here, it 
shows that marriage should consist of one man and one 
woman in a lifelong relationship. This monogamous, last-
ing relationship was God’s delightful plan. Anything else 
was an aberration. Of course, the Bible does not just depict 
the ideal; it also shows the reality of people within a fallen 
world. Even then, God takes individuals where they are 
and moves them to where He wants them to be.

Polygamy may have been allowed in the Bible, but it was 
not condoned except in rare circumstances. Because none 
of these circumstances fit current American culture, one 
would be hard-pressed to use biblical citations to support 
polygamy today.

Ken Gore is professor of biblical studies at Dallas Baptist Uni-
versity.

Baptists Ask
Ken Gore

Why does the Bible 
allow polygamy?

being a burden and conserve 
the assets that others would 
inherit.

HB1536 is pending in the 
House of Representatives 
Committee on Public Health, 
Welfare and Labor. It is our 
firm belief that we will be able 
to stop the bill in that com-
mittee. That could well be the 

outcome before 
this article is 
published. 
However, if that 
occurs, it would 
not take away 

the importance of bringing 
this issue into the light. Even 
if it fails in this legislative ses-
sion – again, as we are confi-
dent it will – it will be back in 
the next session, and the one 
after that, and the next one, 
and so on. That is the way 
these cultural changes occur. 
The forces wanting to devalue 
human life and treat it in 
cavalier ways are indefatigable 
and most persistent.    

We ardently believe in the 
sanctity of human life. God is 
the author of that human life, 
and it is to be handled with 
respect, dignity and extreme 
care. The Scriptures and the 
Judeo-Christian principles 
they reveal don’t recognize 

Advancing a ‘culture of death’

Lives of meaningful work

O n Feb. 20, a bill was 
filed in the Arkansas 

General Assembly that seeks 
to advance the culture of 
death in our state. It is House 
Bill 1536 (HB1536) and is 
euphemistically titled, The 
Compassionate Care End-Of-
Life Option Act. If this piece 
of proposed legislation were 
to ever become 
law, it would 
allow doctors 
to prescribe 
lethal doses of 
medicine for 
terminally ill patients to kill 
themselves. Arkansas would 
be in the company of Califor-
nia, Oregon, Vermont and 
Washington in allowing that 
macabre practice. That would 
be great company to be in, 
wouldn’t it?

If we look where physician-
assisted suicide has been 
practiced for any amount of 
time, we see that the principle 
of death with dignity morphs 
into undue influence on 
terminal patients and others 
who are suffering to feel they 
have a duty to die. Vulnerable 
patients can be pressured by 
family members or others to 
get help in killing themselves 
to get out of the way, stop 

a right to death by suicide. 
Neither does the U.S. Consti-
tution as declared by the U.S. 
Supreme Court.  

The proponents of physi-
cian-assisted suicide want to 
establish a duty to assist those 
who are dying by hastening 
their deaths. They say it’s im-
perative to minister to those 
suffering with extreme and 
untreatable pain by helping 
them die. However, that is 
largely a red herring. There 
is almost never a compelling 
reason for a doctor to assist in 
a patient’s suicide for the sake 
of pain management. Modern 
medical science has made 
great strides in achieving ef-
fective treatments to relieve 
and manage pain. The insis-
tence on physician-assisted 
suicide to deal with severe 
pain for the dying is simply an 
ostensible, not real, reason.

The dying and suffering 
do deserve to be treated 
humanely and with dignity. 
That would include providing 
them with comfort and man-
aging and alleviating pain, but 
not helping them kill them-
selves. That’s a bridge too far.

Larry Page is executive director 
of the Arkansas Faith and Ethics 
Council.

D id you ever have a 
moment when you 

were sitting at lunch with co-
workers, not participating in 
conversation much because 
your thoughts were elsewhere, 
and it hit you: Is this job all 
there is? 
Could there 
be something 
more that I 
could pour 
into, using 
all the talents 
God has given me? 

If you’ve struggled with this 
thought – either in college 
or later in life – you under-
stand what it means to look 
and listen. Look for where 
the Lord is leading you, and 
listen to His calling. This 
topic has been common on 
Ouachita’s campus this year 
as our annual theme is “lives 
of meaningful work,” a phrase 
from the university’s mission 
statement. The notion of call-
ing has infiltrated everything 
from chapel speakers to in-
formal conversations among 

students, faculty and staff. 
One significant change in 

this area this year is that our 
office of career services has 
been renamed the office of 
career and calling. As Steven 
Garber writes in his book 

“Visions of 
Vocation,” 
vocation “is 
never the 
same word 
as occupa-
tion, just as 

calling is never the same word 
as career.” When we send 
students into the next chapter 
of their lives, we want them to 
understand a deep, rewarding 
call on their lives. 

This stance is not only 
for those in ministry fields, 
but for all. As Scott Duvall, 
Ouachita’s J.C. and Mae 
Fuller professor of biblical 
studies, says, “A life of calling 
does not necessarily involve 
a religious career. We need 
people in all areas of society 
doing what they were created 
to do. … We need a career to 

make a living, but we need a 
calling to really live.” 

This focus on calling, 
however, does not diminish 
our focus on career. In fact, 
the career outcomes rate for 
Ouachita’s graduating class 
last year was a staggering 99 
percent. This means all but 
1 percent of our most recent 
class were employed or fur-
thering their education with-
in six months of graduation. 
We are proud of our alumni 
and their endeavors. 

I seek daily to communicate 
with students the difference 
between job, career and call-
ing. I am honored to follow 
the charge of Ouachita’s mis-
sion, using my own God-given 
gifts to develop students as 
they discover their callings 
and build the kingdom. I 
encourage you, also, to follow 
God’s call on your life and 
discover a life of truly mean-
ingful work.

Rachel Roberts is director of 
career and calling at Ouachita 
Baptist University.

Ouachita Baptist 
University
Rachel Roberts

Faith & Ethics
Larry Page

Letter to the Editor
Is God a ‘non-physical being?’

In the January 31 issue of 
the Arkansas Baptist News, 
Chad Meeks said, “…God, a 
non-physical being…” Jesus 
did say God is Spirit, but when 
Adam was created, we are told 
man became a living soul 
though he had a body. If God 
was air or a cloud, how could 

He eat with Father Abraham?
The same issue spoke of 

Easter, but not Good Friday. 
Does the crucifixion not mat-
ter? Members at business meet-
ings ought to ask for a vote for 
Good Friday services. Most 
Baptists will vote for it.

Jodie Wyatt
Arkadelphia
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FBC, Mammoth Spring, celebrates 125th anniversary

ARKADELPHIA – Mike Mc-
Ghee, 58, head softball coach 
at Ouachita Baptist University, 
died Feb. 24 after a short bat-
tle with cancer. McGhee was 
in the midst of his 17th season 
at the university.

“We are deeply saddened by 
the loss of Coach Mike 
McGhee. His influ-
ence on his players and 
the qualities and values 
he expected from them 
established a program 
respected by all,” said 
David Sharp, Ouachita 
director of athletics. 
“He was a tireless re-
cruiter and would drive many 
miles night and day to watch 
his recruits and commitments 
compete. His hard work and 
relationships with others built 
Ouachita softball into what 

it is today. Our thoughts and 
prayers are with his family in 
the days ahead.”

McGhee joined the coach-
ing staff at Ouachita as assis-
tant softball coach in 2002 
and took leadership of the 
team, along with Danny 

Prescott, in 2004 as he 
finished his bachelor’s 
degree at Ouachita. 
He was named head 
softball coach in 
2006 and served in 
that capacity until his 
death in 2019. He also 
served as head cross 
country coach from  

2007-2016.
“Coach McGhee exem-

plified the higher ideals of 
Ouachita as he invested in 
student-athletes the past 17 
years,” said Ben Sells, Ouachi-

ta president. “We give thanks 
to the Lord for a life well lived 
and commit to pray and sup-
port Debbie and family as well 
as our softball team.”

Since the establishment 
of the Great American Con-
ference (GAC) in 2011, Mc-
Ghee coached 42 softball 
players who were named to 
the All-GAC Academic Team 
and three named to the All-
GAC Tournament Team. He 
coached 19 cross country ath-
letes who were named to the 
All-GAC Academic Team, one 
GAC Distinguished Scholar 
Athlete and two named to the 
All-GAC Cross Country Team. 
Additionally, 30 of his softball 
players were named All-Amer-
ican Scholar Athletes by the 
National Fastpitch Coaches 
Association.

McGhee, OBU head softball coach, dies

McGhee

MAMMOTH SPRING – 
More than 250 people at-
tended the 125th anniversary 
of First Baptist Church, Mam-
moth Spring, Feb. 17. 

“Our church has been a 
very active part of the town 
and community throughout 
its history,” said Charles Mor-
gan, pastor of First Baptist, 
Mammoth Spring. “I see it as 
a very exciting thing to know 
that this church has lasted that 
long and has been an asset to 

the community.”
The church celebrated by 

reading the church’s history 
and watching a slideshow of 
photos throughout the years. 
J.D. “Sonny” Tucker, executive 
director of the Arkansas Bap-
tist State Convention, sent a 
video to join the celebration.

“Congratulations on 125 
years,” said Tucker. “Can you 
imagine all the folks that have 
been touched for eternity and 
impacted by the ministry of 

your church?” 
Founded in 1894, First Bap-

tist, Mammoth Spring, minis-
ters to the town and surround-
ing areas each year through 
motorcycle rides, a hog roast 
outreach and a clothes closet. 

“Our hope for the future is 
that we can continue to be the 
light on the hill, that we min-
ister to this area in a way that 
will be pleasing to the Lord 
and glorify Him in everything 
we do,” Morgan said.

More than 250 people gathered at First Baptist Church, Mammoth Spring, Feb. 17 
to celebrate the church’s 125th anniversary.

Central Baptist, Conway, victim of vandalism
CONWAY – Conway police 
arrested 23-year-old Brenton 
Winn March 1 in connection 
with a Feb. 28 break-in at Cen-
tral Baptist Church, Conway, 
that left the church’s facilities 
with thousands of dollars in 
damage.

Winn, who was recorded on 
Central Baptist’s security cam-
eras during the alleged crime, 
has been charged with arson, 
commercial burglary, criminal 
mischief and theft, according 
to the Conway Police Depart-
ment.

“He tried to set a couple 
of  our buses on fire; he set 
the family life center on 
fire and then broke into the 
church and did considerable 
vandalism,” said Don Chan-
dler, senior pastor of Central  
Baptist. 

Around 125 members of 
Central Baptist took part in 
cleaning up the church.

“We are probably 95 per-
cent back together,” said 
Chandler.

The church still has to 
replace some tile that was 
sprayed with a fire extinguish-
er, a glass door, a glass panel in 
the reception area and around 
$12-15,000 in laptops, cameras 
and other electronics that were 
destroyed, according to Chan-
dler.

While no church wants to 
experience vandalism and bur-
glary, Chan-
dler said that 
God has used 
for good what 
the suspect 
aimed to do 
for evil.

“ W e ’ v e 
been able to 
witness to the 
reporters that 
covered the 
story. We were 

also able to share our belief 
with the police,” said Chan-
dler. “Two of our staff mem-
bers are going to see the young 
man (Winn) in jail, take him a 
Bible and witness to him.

“We’re doing our best to 
further the gospel as a result 
of this. ... We’re moving as if 
this is a bump in the road that 
is intended for God’s glory 
and our good. We’re going to 
do our very best to make that 
happen.”



www.arkansasbaptist.org 7   

Williams Baptist University upgrades athletics facilities
WALNUT RIDGE – Williams 
Baptist University (WBU) has 
recently completed upgrades 
to its athletics facilities, in-
cluding improvements at the 
Southerland-Mabee Center 
(SMC), Shell Baseball Field 
and WBU Softball Field.

The Southerland-Mabee 
Center updated its gym floor 
with the WBU Eagles logo and 
a new color scheme. Those 
updates are complemented 
with a new scorers’ table at 
courtside and prominent ban-
ners heralding national and 
conference championships in 
WBU’s history.

The banners in the SMC in-
clude the 1993 women’s bas-

ketball team, which claimed 
the championship of the Na-
tional Christian College Ath-
letic Association, as well as 
the 1992 runner-up squad. In-
dividual banners are hanging 
up for two NAIA wrestling na-
tional champions, Tyler Fraley 
and Demetrius Thomas. Ban-
ners also commemorate NAIA 
World Series and National 
Championship appearances 
for the softball and wrestling 
teams, respectively. American 
Midwest Conference Cham-
pionship banners are also on 
display.

At Shell Field, Clark Gen-
eral Contractors donated and 
built a press box behind the 

home plate bleachers. The 
press box is fully enclosed and 
elevated to allow game day 
baseball operations to be con-
ducted inside the building.

Dugouts at the softball 
field have also received reno-
vations, with roofs elevated 
to make the areas more com-
fortable and more accessible 
for players. New fencing and 
windscreens have been added 
in several places, enhancing 
both safety and aesthetics at 
the softball facility. 

“I am very thankful for the 
opportunity to upgrade our 
facilities. The SMC improve-
ments have added value to 
our facility, leaving a positive 

impression for our student-
athletes. The baseball press 
box will allow our game day 
operations to provide a higher 
level of service for our student-
athletes. We improved the dug-
outs at the softball field, allow-
ing for safer conditions and 
comfort for our team and our 

opponents. We are constantly 
looking at ways to enhance 
the athletic experience for 
our student-athletes,” said Jeff  
Rider, WBU director of athlet-
ics.

For more information 
on Eagles athletics visit  
wbueagles.com.

Williams Baptist University’s recently updated Southerland-Mabee Center, featuring 
a new gym floor and scorers’ table. WBU photo

ChurCh Building & FaCilities
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Sam Moore Evangelistic Ministries
479-381-1170, 

sam@evangelistsammoore.com

Sam Moore is a vocational evangelist 
and a native of Arkansas. He has the 
gift of an evangelist and the heart of 
a pastor. He is available for Revivals, 
Crusades, Harvest Days and Witness 
Training. Now scheduling for 2019-20.

www.evangelistsammoore.com

Christian counseling conference discusses family issues
ARKADELPHIA – Nearly 
200 mental health profession-
als, social workers, nurses and 
ministers came together Feb. 
22 to discuss family issues at 
Ouachita Baptist University’s 
Pruet School of Christian 
Studies ninth annual Confer-
ence on Issues in Christian 
Counseling.

The event, held on the 
Ouachita campus, was spon-
sored jointly by the university, 
New Orleans Baptist Theologi-
cal Seminary and the Arkansas 
Baptist State Convention.

“Just a casual glance at statis-
tics shows that families are en-
countering growing problems 
today,” said Bill Viser, profes-
sor of Christian ministries at 

Ouachita and conference or-
ganizer. “We feel this confer-
ence on family issues will defi-
nitely help the professionals  
address these issues in a signifi-
cant way for the families they 
see.”

Alicia Milton, licensed pro-
fessional counselor at the Uni-
versity of Arkansas for Medical 
Sciences, said blended families 
are more common today than 
in other generations.

“It’s something everyone 
should gain more knowledge 
about,” she said. “Through the 
conference, I wanted to gain a 
better understanding of work-
ing with families, especially 
different types of families.” 

As in past years, the confer-

ence gave attention to issues 
in marriage, adolescent issues, 
alcohol and drug abuse, de-
pression and anxiety, among 
other topics. The conference 
is approved by the National 
Board for Certified Counsel-
ors (NBCC) for continuing 
education credit.

Students pursuing related 
fields of study also were invited 
to attend.

“In class we have talked 
about the importance of hav-
ing a strong support system 
starting with the family,” said 
Blaine Miller, a sophomore 
Christian studies/Christian 

ministry major from North 
Little Rock.

“Recently we have been 
discussing issues children and 
teenagers can develop such as 
anxiety, depression and anger 
that can come from growing 
up in a broken or troubled 
home,” he said.

Wright to lead WBU golf
WALNUT RIDGE – Zane 
Wright has been named 
head coach of the men’s and 
women’s golf teams at Wil-
liams Baptist University 
(WBU). Wright is the 
fifth men’s coach in 
school history, and the 
second for the women’s 
team.

The Bono native 
comes to WBU after 
serving as head golf 
coach and assistant 
girls basketball coach at 
Ridgefield Christian School in 
Jonesboro.

“I am very excited to have 

Zane Wright join our athletic 
staff as men’s and women’s 
golf coach. He possesses a very 
positive attitude and is very 

enthusiastic,” said Jeff 
Rider, director of ath-
letics at WBU.

“I am beyond excited 
to coach at the college 
level, especially so close 
to home. ... I want to 
just give all the glory 
to God. I also want to 
thank my wife for all of 
her love and support, as 

well as all the people that have 
supported me throughout my 
career,” said Wright.

Wright
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Foundation celebrates 
70 years of ministry
LITTLE ROCK – Members 
of the Arkansas Baptist Foun-
dation (ABF) Board of Direc-
tors celebrated 70 years of 
ministry to Arkansas Baptists 
at its quarterly board meeting 
Feb. 14 held at the Arkansas 
Baptist State Convention  
(ABSC) 
building 
in Little 
Rock.

Bobby 
T h o m a s ,  p r e s i d e n t 
o f  ABF,  repor t ed  
2018 distributions of 
$34,202,887, bringing the all 
time total amount of money 
distributed by the ABF to 
$421,595,969.

In other business, the 
board:

– Heard a devotion by 
David Perry, executive director 
emeritus of Arkansas Baptist 
Children’s Homes. The board 
presented Perry with a plaque 
of gratitude for his 40 years of 

service and ministry to Arkan-
sas.

– Approved 34 scholarship 
awards for the 2019-20 school 
year.

– Approved $90,334 
in distributions of net  
operating revenue to ABSC 

agencies, 
e n t i -
ties and 
inst i tu -
t i o n s 

based on the 2019 unified 
Cooperative Program budget 
formula.

– Met with representa-
tives from ABSC ministry 
teams for a panel discussion, 
including David Bond, ex-
ecutive administrator on the 
executive and administra-
tive team; Bruce Venable, 
team leader for the college 
and young leaders team,  
and Sam Roberts, assistant 
team leader on the missions 
team.
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C l a s s i f i e d s

FBC in Senath, MO (www.senathfirstbaptist.
org), is seeking a full-time pastor. Please 
send resumes to Box 177, Senath, MO, 63876 or 
by email to fbcsenath@gmail.com.

Witt’s Chapel Baptist Church in Maynard, AR, 
is seeking a pastor. Send resumes and refer-
ences to: David Byers, 1340 Legate Road, May-
nard, AR 72444.

Bigelow Baptist Church, Bigelow, AR, is 
seeking a bi-vocational pastor. Please send 
resumes to brandonrakridge@gmail.com.

First Baptist Church, Hector, is seeking a bi-
vocational pastor. Send resume to 801 East 
16th Street, Russellville, AR 72801, or email: 
arvba@suddenlink.net.

East Side Baptist Church, Paragould, AR, is 
seeking a full-time senior pastor. Please 
mail resumes to: Pastor Search Committee, East 
Side Baptist Church, 529 E. Court Street, Para-
gould, AR 72450, or email resumes to: brichey@
connect2eastside.com. You may also include a 
sermon DVD or a link to a sermon video/audio.

Victory Baptist Church, Back Gate, AR, is 
seeking a full-time pastor. Please send re-

FBC Siloam Springs, AR, is seeking God’s 
will for a F/T salaried youth pastor, li-
censed (preferably ordained) and Southern 
Baptist. Please send your resume to FBC Youth 
Pastor Search Committee, 2000 Dawn Hill 
Road, Siloam Springs, AR 72761 or email to  
searchteam@fbcsiloam.com.

South Side Baptist Church, Damascus, AR, is 
seeking a full-time student minister. Send 
resume to ssbc0809@gmail.com or 153 Sulphur 
Road, Damascus, AR 72039.

Otter Creek Community Church, Little Rock,  
seeking part-time minister of music. Send 
resume to info@theocchurch.com.

West Baptist, Batesville is searching for a 
full-time pastor to students. Mail re-
sumes to 1100 N. Central Ave., Batesville, AR 
72501 or send to pastorclmaj.west@gmail.com.

Rocky Point Baptist Church is seeking part-
time youth minister. If interested, please 
send resumes to Bryan Webb, 642 Hwy 258, 
Bald Knob, AR 72010.

Cedar Heights Baptist Church in North Little 
Rock, AR, is seeking a part-time children’s 
minister. Please send resumes to jobs@ 
chbcnlr.com or visit chbcnlr.com.

Ebenezer Baptist Church, El Dorado, AR, is 

receiving resumes for a part-time minister 
of youth with more responsibilities during the 
summer. Please send resume to: Youth Minister 
Search Committee, Ebenezer Baptist Church, 
1942 North Wyatt Dr., El Dorado, AR 71730.

Mountain Springs Baptist Church, a grow-
ing, dynamic church in Cabot is seeking a 
praise team leader to lead a blended wor-
ship service. If interested, please contact Jeremy 
Holley at 501-681-4983.

Glendale Baptist Church, Booneville, is seek-
ing a full-time minister to students. 
To inquire further or submit a resume, email  
stu.min@glendalebc.org.

Maple Avenue Baptist Church of Smack-
over, AR, is seeking a P/T student minis-
ter. If interested, please call 870-310-5508 or 
email benmc@mapleavenuebc.com.

Woodland Heights, Conway is seeking a 
full-time student pastor for 7th-12th 
grades. Looking for a strong leader to reach 
students and equip them for ministry. Expe-
rience and a theology degree preferred. Send 
resume to resumes@whbcconway.org.

South Main Baptist Church, Crossett, is seek-
ing a bi-vocational youth pastor. Send 
resume to: smbcsecretary@windstream.net or 

PO Box 430, Crossett, AR 71635.
Perryville FBC is seeking a bi-voca-

tional music director. Send resumes to  
pvfb.church@gmail.com.

1995 Setra bus. 54 passenger. Good 
working condition, but will need some atten-
tion. Engine rebuilt at 400,000 miles, currently 
showing 800,000. 90% tread on tires. Rear tag 
turns with steering to maneuver tight spaces. 
Bathroom ready for use. Clean bus, parked in-
side most of its life. All service records on site. 
Contact: Tony Conley, Williams Baptist University, 
870-759-4166 or tconley@williamsbu.edu.

Affordable, beach side condos. Gulf-
Shores and Orange Beach, Alabama. Rent direct 
from Christian family owners. Lowest prices on 
the beach. www.gulfshorescondos.com. Call 
251-656-4935, 251-752-2366 or 205-556-
0368.

sumes to: pastorsearch@vbcbackgate.com.
Mountain Top Cowboy Church, Heber 

Springs, is searching for a full-time 
senior pastor. Mail resume to the Pas-
tor Search Committee, 45 Heber Springs 
Rd., Heber Springs, AR 72543, or go online 
to www.mountaintopcowboychurch.com and 
click on “Pastor Search” for more information.

Balboa Baptist Church, Hot Springs Village, 
is seeking a part-time worship leader 
of a casual celebration service reaching retir-
ing & still-working adults. Send resume to  
debbiebalboabaptist@gmail.com.

Bella Vista Baptist Church is looking for a 
pastor of youth and adult education. 
Interested candidates can submit a resume to 
restes@bvbaptist.com.

The First Baptist Church Paris, AR, is look-
ing for a part-time music director. For 
more information, contact Harlin Brewton at  
hbrewton@hotmail.com.

Camp Paron is seeking an assistant man-
ager. For more information or to submit a re-
sume, email jcorley@absc.org.
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Baptist life

Geneva Hall, 97, of Jack-
sonville, died 
Feb. 20

Hall was a 
charter mem-
ber, past music 
director and 
Sunday school 

teacher at Bayou Meto Baptist 
Church in Jacksonville.

She was preceded in death 
by her parents, husband, two 
brothers and four sisters. 

She is survived by her 
daughter, two grandchil-
dren and five great-grand-
children.

A funeral service was held 
Feb. 25 at Bayou Meto Baptist 
Church followed by burial in 
Sumner Cemetery. 

Becky Hale, 67, of North 
Little Rock, 
died Feb. 20.

Hale led 
worship to in-
carcerated men 
and women in 
Arkansas while 

her husband, Ronald Hale, 
preached. 

She was preceded in death 
by her grandparents, parents 
and a brother.

Hale is survived by her hus-
band, three daughters, a son, a 
sister and a brother.

A memorial service was 
held at New Life Church in 
North Little Rock Feb. 23.

Church life

Immanuel Baptist Church, 
Newport, will host its spring 
revival April 7-10. 

Maddox Road Baptist 
Church, Jacksonville, will host 
a community chili supper at 5 
p.m., Saturday, March 16.

Barcelona Road Baptist 
Church in Hot Springs Vil-
lage will be showing the movie 

Obituaries Duane Blakely is retiring as 
minister of music after 17 years 
at Barcelona Road Baptist 
Church, Hot Springs Village. 
Blakely has served in the min-
istry for more than 60 years. 

Black River Baptist As-
sociation will host a church 
planting dinner for the asso-
ciation’s churches on Tues-
day, April 2, at First Baptist 
Church, Walnut Ridge. RSVP 
by contacting the association 
before March 26.

MilestonesJohn L. Clement, 90, of 
Friendship, died March 1.

A minister for many years, 
Clement served at numerous 
churches throughout Arkan-
sas and Oklahoma. Clement 
also served as a chaplain for 

Franklin Piercey has retired 
after 14 years as pastor of First 
Baptist Church, Scranton. 
Piercey will continue to serve 
as a supply preacher.

“Do You Believe?” at 6 p.m., 
Sunday, March 31. 

Wallace Edward Beck, 82, 
of Crossett, died Feb. 16.

A retired electrician, Beck 
was a charter member of Sec-
ond Baptist Church in Cros-
sett.

He was preceded in death 
by his parents, wife and three 
brothers.

Beck is survived by two 
daughters, a sister, a grand-
daughter and a great-grand-
daughter.

A funeral service was held 
at Second Baptist Church Feb. 
19 followed by interment at 
Crossroads Cemetery. 

the Civil Air Patrol.
He was preceded in death 

by his parents and a sister.
Clement is survived by his 

wife, Norma Colley Clement; 
a daughter, a son, six grand-
children and 18 great-grand-
children.

A funeral service was 
held March 5 at Ruggles- 
Wilcox Funeral Home  
followed by burial with mili-
tary honors at Neighbors 
Cemetery. 
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Mark used a literary device known as 
intercalation, a story within a story, to 
build interest and drama. The text begins 
with the story of Jesus’ family and their 
relationship to Him (Mark 3:21, 31-35). 
Mark interrupted this story with Jesus’ 
conflict with a scribal tribunal from Jeru-
salem (3:22-30). He used this device again 
in chapter 5.  

One of the things that really stands 
out in Mark 3 is when the unclean spirits 
“fell down before 
him and cried, 
‘You are the Son 
of God!’” (3:11). 
It was clear to the 
crowds and to 
the demons that 
Jesus was healing 
and casting out demons by the power of 
God.

Jesus’ family had heard He was mad, 
and they sought to stop Him (3:21). They 
did not understand His nature or mis-
sion. When Jesus was told His family was 
outside, He asked the crowd, “Who are 
My mother and My brothers?” Jesus de-
fined His family as those who do the will 
of God.

The scribes wanted to discredit Jesus 
and undermine His authority by saying 

He was performing exorcisms by the 
power of Beelzebul and that He was pos-
sessed by an unclean spirit (3:22, 30).  
Jesus simply asked, “How can something 
divided against itself stand?” and “Can 
Satan oppose himself and stand?” Jesus 
drove His point home by using the il-
lustration that no one can enter a strong 
man’s house and plunder it until he 
first ties up the strong man. Satan is the 
strong man of this world, and Jesus is 

the One break-
ing into his 
house/realm to 
bind and plun-
der.  Satan’s pos-
sessions are de-
mon-possessed 
human beings. 

Jesus has come to bind Satan and take 
these possessions by casting the demons 
out. The religious elite denied His divin-
ity and power, which was willful spiritual 
blindness and unforgivable.

The popular culture preaches unity 
but is very divisive. It was the same 
with Jesus’ opponents. Jesus did not 
come to divide but to unite believers in 
a new community of faith. He unites 
through His person, His power and  
His purpose.

advantage over darkness (2:13). He con-
cluded both the wise man and the fool-
ish man will experience the same fate; 
they will die and be forgotten (2:15-16). 
He summed it up by saying he hated life; 
it is distressing, futile, and chasing the 
wind (2:17).

Wisdom did offer Solomon three in-
sights. First, we do not understand our-
selves, and we cannot make ourselves 
wise (7:23-24). Second, intimate relation-

ships are often 
unfulfilling (7:25-
28). Intimate 
r e l a t i o n s h i p s 
outside of mar-
riage will never 
offer true satis-
faction. Third, 

our basic problem is within us, not with 
God (7:29). Solomon said people pursue 
“many schemes.” Charles Swindoll said, 
“And none of our manmade ‘devices’ 
brings us back to God. On the contrary, 
they push us further away from Him.”  

Living life under the sun with the wis-
dom of the world will always be prob-
lematic. Swindoll defines wisdom as “the 
God-given ability to see life with rare ob-
jectivity and to handle life with rare sta-
bility.” True wisdom comes from God.

As I looked at the woman’s electrocar-
diogram, my expression told her what she 
already suspected. She said to me, “Son, 
don’t look so horrified. Jesus will either 
heal my body, or He will heal me by tak-
ing me home to heaven to be with Him.” 
She understood Jesus has the power over 
life and death.

Mark used intercalation, a story with-
in a story, in this text as he did in Mark 
3:23-35. The story 
of Jairus is inter-
rupted by the story 
of the suffering 
woman. These two 
stories teach us that 
Jesus has authority 
over what is impos-
sible for you and me.

Jairus’ only daughter was dying.  He 
went to Jesus in humility and begged 
Him to heal her.  This was not to be 
taken lightly because Jairus was a ruler 
of the synagogue. There was growing op-
position to Jesus from the religious elite. 
Jairus’ coming to Jesus was risky, but he 
believed Jesus could do what He and no 
one else could do – heal his daughter. 
Jesus went with him.

While they were going to Jairus’ home, 

the crowds continued to follow and press 
against Jesus. Jesus took time to heal the 
woman with the discharge of blood. 
While all this was going on, Jairus re-
ceived word his daughter has died. He 
was advised not to bother Jesus any lon-
ger. But Jesus said to him, “Don’t be 
afraid. Only believe” (Mark 5:36).  

What could possibly be done? We can 
only imagine his anxiety and frustration. 

He may have said 
to himself, “Could 
this woman not 
have waited 30 
minutes? She has 
been sick for 12 
years.” Jesus ar-
rived at Jairus’ 

house. The professional mourners were 
already there. Jesus told him the girl was 
only asleep and kicked them out. He 
took the girl by the hand and told her 
to get up. His instructions to her parents 
were not to broadcast the healing and to 
give the girl something to eat.

These two stories teach us that: 1) 
God loves people without distinction,  
2) Sickness and death are realities of this 
fallen world and 3) Jesus desires to re-
store hurting people.

Recently, I was recommended for a po-
sition with another health care organiza-
tion. I was also recommended to serve on 
a committee within my current employ-
ment. Both recommendations said, “Ger-
ald has a very good work ethic.” I know 
this is quite the compliment, and I must 
always be on guard against pride. Most 
employees are working for a paycheck. It 
is something we have to have to live our 
lives. Some people 
work only for a 
paycheck, and it 
shows in the qual-
ity of their work. 
Some, like me, see 
our work as a very 
important part of 
the purpose God 
has for us. My pastor Josh King said, 
“We must leverage our secular life for 
kingdom good.”  We must see our work 
as something more than a way to get a 
paycheck, or it will never satisfy.

This is where Solomon found him-
self. He hated his work because he knew 
someday he would die and what he had 
worked for would be under the control of 
someone else (Eccl. 2:18). In Solomon’s 
view, the work he accomplished with 

wisdom, knowledge and skill would be 
turned over to someone who had not 
worked for it (2:21). He found this to be 
futile and despairing, and it kept him up 
at night (2:20-23). 

Solomon asked, “What does the 
worker gain from his struggles?” (3:9). 
He drew a couple of conclusions. First, 
“God has made everything appropriate 
in its time” (3:11). This is above-the-sun 

talk. Everything is 
within God’s time-
table. When we 
see our work with 
a heavenly per-
spective, our work 
has deeper mean-
ing and purpose. 
Second, “God has 

put eternity in their hearts” (3:11). If we 
keep the verse in context, we understand 
that the course of current events is in 
God’s timetable, but there is a tomor-
row. This is a capacity within us to know 
there is an eternity. What we do today 
impacts tomorrow.

We should view work from a heavenly 
perspective, a gift from God. We should 
do our work “for God’s glory” (1 Cor. 
10:31).

Do you know anyone who is eas-
ily bored? I am never bored. I have so 
many interests that I always have an avail-
able diversion. Solomon was bored. He 
didn’t find any satisfaction in his intel-
lectual pursuits. Laughter and pleasure 
almost drove him mad. Wine, women 
and song only made things worse. His 
building projects, pools, parks, harems 
of concubines and hundreds of wives 
brought him no satisfaction. His col-
lections of gems, 
gold and art 
brought no satis-
faction either.

Solomon as-
sessed the relative 
value of wisdom. 
His goal was to 
determine whether he would align with 
a lifestyle of wisdom or a lifestyle of folly. 
He said, “Then I turned…” (Eccl. 2:12).  
This means he was going to pursue this 
subject from a different direction. He 
was going to compare wisdom to fool-
ishness. He could use his mind and be 
a serious thinker (2:14a). Or he could 
throw caution to the wind and live fool-
ishly (2:14b).  

Solomon believed that wisdom has 
an advantage over folly just as light has 
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