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ABSC announces restructuring Feb. 27

Dennis “Bose” Biddle (above left), former Negro League baseball player, spoke to 
students, faculty and guests about the history of Negro League baseball Feb. 25 at 
Williams Baptist College. The event was part of Williams’ Black History Month 
celebration. At right, Williams’ head baseball coach Frank Lee (left) poses with Biddle.

LITTLE ROCK – A restructuring of 
the Arkansas Baptist State Conven-
tion (ABSC) Executive Board min-
istries was approved Thursday, Feb. 
27, during a called meeting of the 
ABSC Board of Trustees.

Don Blackmore, chairman of the 
ABSC Operating Committee, said 
the last restructuring of ABSC Exec-
utive Board ministries was in 1998.

“We are blessed at the convention 
to have some amazing staff mem-
bers,” said Blackmore, who serves 
as executive pastor of discipleship 

at Central Baptist Church in Jones-
boro. “This will allow us to be more 
efficient and effective in what we are 
trying to do.”

ABSC Executive Director J.D. 
“Sonny” Tucker told members of 
the board that “this is a big day” and 
that the restructuring is a result of 
listening sessions held throughout 
the state among pastor groups rep-
resenting large and small churches, 
associational missionaries, collegiate 
ministers and members of the ABSC 
Program Committee.

The move reduces the number of 
full-time ABSC staff from 75 to 71 
and the number of ABSC ministry 
teams from nine to five, said Tucker, 
adding, “There are no layoffs, but 
the elimination of positions.” 

“Pretty much everything Arkan-
sas Baptists did not think was im-
portant is not there,” Tucker said 
during a presentation of a motion 
outlining the restructuring. “Any-
thing we can do through contract, 

Ronnie Floyd 
nominated 
for SBC pres.
N A S H V I L L E , 
Tenn. – Ronnie 
Floyd, pastor of 
Cross Church in 
northwest Arkan-
sas, will be nomi-
nated for president 
of the Southern 
Baptist Conven-
tion (SBC) at the 
annual meeting June 10-11 in Bal-
timore.

R. Albert Mohler Jr., president 
of Southern Baptist Theological 
Seminary, wrote in an open letter 
to Southern Baptists Feb. 20 that he 
will nominate the Arkansas pastor. 
He wrote that Floyd has “unparal-
leled experience as a leader among 
us, an unquestioned commitment to 
the Great Commission, and he has 
demonstrated an unstinting urgency 
to unite Southern Baptists around 
our shared beliefs, mission, and pro-
grams.”

During the 27 years Floyd has led 
Cross Church, it has become “one 
of the most evangelistic, visible and 
innovative congregations in our con-
vention,” Mohler wrote. The church 
has campuses in Springdale, Rogers 
and Fayetteville.

“The nomination of Dr. Ron-
nie Floyd as SBC president is good 
news. While serving the previous 
16 years as team leader for the (Ar-
kansas Baptist State Convention) 
evangelism and church growth 

Floyd

ARKADELPHIA – Jerry 
Gay was named Arkansas 
Associational Missionary of 
the Year at a banquet held at 
Ouachita Baptist University 
Feb. 25.

Gay, associational mis-
sionary for the North Pulas-
ki Baptist Association, was 
recognized for his leadership 
and achievements in his 
nine years of service at the 
association. The award has 
been given by Ouachita Bap-
tist University for 42 years 
as a way to recognize the 
“outstanding work” done by 

associational missionaries in 
Arkansas. 

“By selecting and recog-
nizing one person as Asso-
ciational Missionary of the 
Year, we seek to honor the 
outstanding work of all as-
sociational missionaries 
throughout the state,” said 
Rex Horne, Ouachita presi-
dent.  “We understand and 
appreciate the important 
role that is played in the 
work of God’s kingdom 
by you who wear this title, 
and we are thankful for the 
service you provide to local 

churches, pastors and the 
Arkansas Baptist State Con-
vention (ABSC).”

The award is the high-
light of the Associational 
Missionaries Retreat spon-
sored by the ABSC and held 
at DeGray Lake State Park.

“I want to say thank you 
for such an honor,” said 
Gay, who was joined at the 
podium with this wife, Beck-
ie, after accepting a plaque 
and a gift from Horne. “I 
just want God to receive 
honor and glory for all that 
has been done through all 

of us, myself included, and 
for the work He has allowed 
us to be just a small part of.”

Horne noted in the pre-
sentation a number of Gay’s 
accomplishments since he 
joined the association in 
November 2004,    noting, 
“Jerry has served North 
Pulaski Baptist Association 
now for almost 10 years. He 
has given outstanding lead-
ership to the association.”

Gay was serving as direc-
tor of missions for Sulphur 
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‘Beautiful’ girls conference lights up Camp Siloam
SILOAM SPRINGS – “What is your 
favorite flower?” musician Moriah 
Peters asked the 260 girls gathered 
around her on the stage as if she 
were at a giant pajama party. 

“Everyone tell me all at once,” 
she said, engaging in a one-on-one 
conversation with each girl.  

“Okay, I heard roses and daisies,” 
Peters said, “My favorite flower is the 
tulip, and I want to tell you why.”  

Peters went on to describe how a 
tulip bulb is not very attractive, but 
it is transformed by seasons.  Young 
women are like tulips, she explained. 
They are moving through seasons, 
being transformed into something 
beautiful.

Peters then went on the play 
her song “Bloom,” the words more 
meaningful now that the girls had 
heard the heart behind the words. 

“I don’t think I’ve worshipped 
with a louder choir,” Peters said of 
the girls gathered around her as she 
sang.

The beauty of a young woman 
waiting to bloom was at the heart of 
this year’s Beautiful Retreat at Camp 
Siloam Feb. 21-23. 
Thirty churches 
sent junior and 
senior high girls 
to hear a special 
message just for 
them. Special was 
just what Camp 
Siloam wanted the 
event to be.

“We wanted to 
provide a camp ex-
perience without 
the distraction of 
boys – and show 
the girls their 
value apart from 
what the world 
says,” said Rob-
ert Coppedge, program director at 
Camp Siloam. “We wanted their 
experience to be memorable and 
special, different than what they get 
every place else.”

“This weekend was a great op-
portunity for us to grow,” said Alicia 

Jones from Baugh Chapel Baptist 
Church in Austin. “Camp Siloam 
has been a totally different experi-
ence for us than it is during the sum-
mer.” 

Alicia and two friends started a 
junior high ministry in her church 
after attending Camp Siloam’s “S-
Core” program, and she used Beau-
tiful as a capstone event for girls who 
worked through the purity study 
“And The Bride Wore White.”

“The thing that stood out to me 
is that what was taught in the ses-
sions wasn’t watered down at all,” 
said Elizabeth Chan, drummer for 
Peters’ band. “Sometimes we water 
things down for young people and 
don’t give them the meat they are 
craving.”  

“I got more than I bargained for 
this weekend,” said Peters. “I came 
thinking I was going to pour into 
people and impact lives. But it was 
the reverse. I was poured into by the 
girls.”

The absence of testosterone 
makes an event for girls much stron-
ger. 

“You’re able to 
hit so many dif-
ferent issues than 
with guys there,” 
said Peters. “You 
can skip a lot of 
the icebreaking 
and go right to the 
meat of stuff like 
friendship, gossip 
and beauty.”

Peters explained 
during one of her 
worship services 
how grudges can 
destroy a friend-
ship and how love 
should not wait.  

 “It was amaz-
ing,” said Breanna Brasel from Cal-
vary Baptist Church in Huntsville. 
“This is a place where you can get 
away and grow in your understand-
ing about what you believe.”

“This camp has been so much 
fun,” said Chan. “And on top of 

fun, it’s been a great time of fellow-
ship.”  

Fellowship is one of the goals 
Camp Siloam has for each event and 
many churches experienced it.  Jus-
tice Knight, a student at College of 
the Ozarks who came with Calvary 
Baptist Church, said the girls she 
came with really got to know each 
other well because of the event. 

“We’ve had a lot of giggles and 
sister time,” Knight said. 

Halle Fancher, a student with 
Calvary Baptist, agreed, saying, “I’ve 
loved the bonding.  We worshipped, 
played, cried and slept in the same 
bunkhouse together.”

Andrea Lennon, the featured 
speaker and founder of True Vine 
Ministries, said, “I believe that it is 
important for girls to come together 
in order to talk about important is-
sues of life because girls carry the 
same type of struggles. While these 
struggles may manifest themselves in 
different ways, often the root issues 
are the same. 

“A conference like Beautiful of-
fers girls a safe place to share their 
heart, unpack their struggles and 
experience God’s life-changing love 

and acceptance. Beautiful confer-
ence also offers a chance for the 
girls to hear from women who are 
very much on the same journey as 
them, only a few steps farther down 
the road. These women serve as ‘big 
sisters’ to the girls and relate life les-
sons that can help the girls avoid 
dangerous pitfalls and embrace 
meaningful instruction from God’s 
Word.” 

“I was so impressed with the girls 
and their willingness to get real 
about the important topic of beauty. 
The girls learned that they are beau-
tiful, loved, valuable and chosen. 
As a result, they can have an inner 
beauty that outshines and outlasts 
anything that our culture offers,” 
said Lennon.

The camp staff and many volun-
teers put in extra time decorating 
with Christmas lights, Gerber Daisy 
center pieces at each table and place 
settings for each meal. 

 “I like the way the dining hall 
was decorated,” said Brianna Duke 
from Highfill Baptist Church, High-
fill. “We’ve been to Siloam a num-
ber of times, this time it felt differ-
ent … like a girls retreat.”

Moriah Peters (above) sings with a group of campers during the Beautiful Retreat held Feb. 21-23 at 
Camp Siloam. ‘Beautiful’ campers (below left) enjoy an instagram photo booth at the event.
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Springs Baptist Association 
in Dora, Ala., when he re-
turned to Arkansas to serve 
North Pulaski, said Horne.

Under Gay’s leadership, 
the association relocated to 
the former 30,000-square-
foot church facility of First 
Baptist Church, North Lit-
tle Rock to accommodate a 
“wide variety of ministries 
and programs,” said Horne. 

The North Pulaski facility 
now houses a clothes closet, 
a food pantry, a resource 
media center, a free optome-
try clinic, English classes, the 
ministers’ wives fellowship, 
the Christian Women’s Job 

Corps, a counseling service 
and a new church start, the 
Church at North Hills. A dis-
trict office for the Sports Cru-
sades ministry will be added 
soon.

Gay has led the associa-
tion to participate in mission 
trips to Ecuador, Mexico 
and to the Kansas/Nebraska 
convention and has assisted 
with communications dur-
ing disaster relief following 
Hurricane Katrina in 2005, 
said Horne, adding, “(The) 
experience led to developing 
a mobile communications 
command center for use in 
other disaster relief efforts.” 
Gay also served in Haiti after 
the 2010 earthquake. 

A native of Arkansas, Gay 
resided in Kansas City, Kan., 

and Birmingham, Ala., while 
growing up.  He and his wife, 
Beckie, met in a church in 
Birmingham where she was a 
member. Gay is a graduate of 
the University of North Ala-
bama, said Horne.

Gay was ordained by First 
Baptist Church, Benton, and 
served churches in Arkan-
sas and Alabama as a youth 
director, music director, as-
sociate pastor, administra-
tor and pastor. A Hispanic 
congregation is among his 
pastorates. His Arkansas ser-
vice included First Baptist 
Church in Stuttgart, First 
Baptist Church in Camden 
and Second Baptist Church 
in El Dorado. He has served 
on the board of trustees for 
the Arkansas Baptist Chil-

dren’s Homes and Family 
Ministries.

“The man we honor to-
night possesses the quali-
ties that are typical of all 

those who have been called 
to the important tasks of 
associational leadership,” 
said Horne in presenting  
the award.

New associational missionary officers for 2014-15 elected at the meeting 
from left: Ray Dean Davis, Tri-County Baptist Association, secretary/treasurer; 
Jerry Gay, North Pulaski Baptist Association, president; and David Mitchell, 
Bartholomew Baptist Association, president-elect.



www.arkansasbaptist.org 3TOP STORIES

Digest

For more ABN Digest, go to 
www.arkansasbaptist.org/abn-digest

Stories of interest to Arkansas Baptists 

Tingle recovering from car accident
LITTLE ROCK – Robby Tingle, 
Arkansas Baptist State Convention 
(ABSC) missions ministries team 
leader, is continuing to recover from 
injuries resulting from a Feb. 16 au-
tomobile accident.

Tingle sustained multiple injuries 
in the accident, the most serious of 
which was a broken pelvis and bro-
ken ankle, according to his wife, 
Cynthia. Since the accident Tingle 
has undergone multiple surgeries to 
repair damage from his injuries.

Karen West, ministry assistant for 
the ABSC evangelism and church 
growth team, reported Feb. 25 that a 

complication occurred in which part 
of the muscle in Tingle’s right leg 
had died and would require 
the leg to be amputated 
below the right knee.

West said that Cynthia 
Tingle told her that her hus-
band understood the diagno-
sis and was ready to undergo 
the necessary surgery as soon 
as possible.

On Feb. 27, doctors re-
evaluated Tingle’s leg and 
changed their diagnosis.

According to a post by West on 
the CaringBridge website, upon re-

evaluation, Tingle’s doctors decided 
his leg was healthy enough that am-

putation was no longer nec-
essary.

“Please continue to pray 
for Robby’s leg to heal, pray 
for the surgeons as they op-
erate and as Cynthia shares 
her faith with them. Cynthia 
just wants everyone to know 
they thank them for all the 
prayers, calls, texts, food, 
visits, etc.,” said West in the 

website post.
For updates on Tingle visit www.

caringbridge.org/visit/robbytingle.

Tingle

continued from page one

FLOYD

team, I deeply respected his passion, 
example and commitment to evan-
gelism,” said J.D. “Sonny” Tucker, 
executive director of the Arkansas 
Baptist State Convention. 

“Dr. Floyd led Cross Church to 
be strategic and intentional in their 
focus on missions and evangelism, 
while consistently leading our state 
in total baptisms. In my position as 
the new executive director, Dr. Floyd 
has been a great friend to me per-
sonally, as well as to Arkansas Bap-
tists. Cross Church leads our state 
as the top dollar 
contributor in 
Cooperative Pro-
gram missions. I 
have the deepest 
appreciation for 
Dr. Floyd’s family 
and to his com-
mitment to being 
a great husband 
and father. He 
will serve South-
ern Baptists well,” 
said Tucker.

As pastor, 
Floyd has led 
Cross Church 
to increase their 
contributions to 
the Cooperative Program (CP) and 
is now the top giving CP church in 
Arkansas. In 2013, Cross Church 
had $17,209,876 in total undesignat-
ed receipts and gave $716,827 (4.17 
percent) to CP. This is in contrast to 
the first time Floyd was nominated 
as SBC president in 2006 when his 
church gave only a small percentage 
of its undesignated receipts to CP.

Floyd was defeated in the 2006  
election by Frank Page, who later 
became chief executive officer of the 
SBC Executive Board.

Highlighting Floyd’s support for 
Southern Baptists’ Cooperative Pro-
gram channel for funding missions 
and ministries internationally, na-
tionally and in each state, Mohler 
wrote:

“Over the last several years, Ron-
nie Floyd has led his church to 
become one of the convention’s 
leading contributors toward the Co-
operative Program. Last year, Cross 

Church contributed over $700,000 
to the Cooperative Program. What 
makes that giving even more remark-
able is that Cross Church increased 
its giving during a time of economic 
stress in the nation. Ronnie Floyd 
led the Great Commission Resur-
gence (GCR) Task Force for our 
denomination (2009-10), and when 
that task force called for Southern 
Baptists to demonstrate a bold 
commitment to increasing giving 
through the Cooperative Program, 
Ronnie Floyd took that vision home 
to his church, and the church has 
responded with great generosity and 
a vision for missions at home and 
around the world.”

In addition to leading the GCR 
Task Force, 
whose wide-
ranging report 
included a call 
for international 
missions to re-
ceive 51 percent 
of all Coop-
erative Program 
gifts, Mohler 
noted that Floyd 
is a former chair-
man of the SBC 
Executive Com-
mittee and was 
a member of the 
SBC’s Program 
and Structure 
Task Force dur-
ing the mid-

1990s. 
That task force produced The 

Covenant for a New Century re-
structuring that streamlined the 
number of SBC entities to nine 
from the former 12 and set forth up-
dated ministry assignments for each 
SBC entity.

Mohler noted, “When Southern 
Baptists have asked Ronnie Floyd to 
serve, he has always answered that 
call with visionary leadership and an 
eagerness to serve the denomination 
he so clearly loves.”

Floyd’s nomination is the first to 
be announced for the annual meet-
ing in Baltimore. The new SBC 
president will succeed New Orleans 
pastor Fred Luter of Franklin Av-
enue Baptist Church, who became 
the first-ever African-American to 
lead the SBC when he was elected 
in 2012.

Floyd, as “a visionary and a uni-

fier,” will help “keep us united and 
focused on our shared task – to mo-
bilize a denomination of churches 
in service to the Great Commission. 
He will maintain a constant vision 
of Southern Baptists going, sending, 
and giving so that the nations will 
rejoice in Christ,” writes Mohler.

Floyd has been a key organizer of 
two pastor/leader prayer gatherings 
that each drew participants from 
nearly 30 states in recent months – 
a Jan. 13-14 meeting in Atlanta at-
tended by 400 pastors and leaders 
and a Sept. 30-Oct. 1 meeting in the 
Dallas-Fort Worth area attended by 
175-plus pastors.

Floyd, in comments to Baptist 
Press after the Atlanta gathering, 
said God is “raising up a generation 
of pastors who are biblically based, 
theologically balanced and spiritual-
ly empowered” and who are commit-
ted to seeing revival and awakening.

In seeking the “manifestation of 
the presence of God in our midst,” 
Floyd noted, “God can do more in a 
moment than we can do in a lifetime. 
Therefore, we must pursue Him and 
experience His presence powerfully 
so that we can lead the church to do 
the same. As the church is coming 
alive and experiencing the power of 
God, we believe that America will 
begin to see spiritual awakening in 
various places. This is absolutely im-
perative so we can reach the world 
for Jesus Christ.”

Floyd has also served as gen-
eral editor for the updated and en-
hanced version of Bible Studies for 
Life, LifeWay’s most popular Bible 
study curriculum series, released 
last fall. The series is used in an es-
timated 30,000 churches, reaching 
more than 1.5 million people. Floyd 
led an advisory team of pastors and 
ministry leaders from across the na-
tion to help design the new material 
from a church perspective.

Floyd and his wife, Jeana, have 
been married 37 years and have two 
married sons and six grandchildren.

Through the Southern Baptist 
Convention’s nearly 169-year histo-
ry, only two Arkansas Baptists have 
served as president of the denomi-
nation. The two men were James 
Philip Eagle, who served from 1902 
to 1904, and Brooke Hayes, who 
served from 1958 to 1959.

Story compiled from Baptist Press and 
Arkansas Baptist News reports.

Ronnie Floyd and wife, Jeana.

IMB’s  Elliff asks for plan 
to select replacement
AUSTIN, Texas (BP) – Inter-
national Mission Board (IMB) 
President Tom Elliff asked the 
chairman of the mission agen-
cy’s board of trustees to appoint 
a search committee for his suc-
cessor. Elliff made this request 
during his report at the mission 
agency’s Feb. 25-26 trustee meet-
ing in Austin, Texas. He said he 
will remain president until the 
next IMB president is in place. 
A 15-member search committee 
was named to begin the process.

Union students mourn 
death of music student 
JACKSON, Tenn. (BP) – Union 
University students, faculty and 
staff mourn the loss of Union 
student Olivia Greenlee. Green-
lee, 21, a senior music major, 
who was found dead in her car 
Feb. 12 on Union’s campus in 
Jackson, Tenn., from an apparent 
gunshot wound. Jackson police 
later charged Greenlee’s fiancé 
Charles Pittman, 21, a senior 
Christian ministries major, with 
first-degree murder and tamper-
ing with evidence in connection 
with Greenlee’s death.

New messenger rules 
considered by SBC EC 
NASHVILLE (BP) – The 
Southern Baptist Convention’s 
(SBC) Executive Committee 
will consider a proposal June 
9 to update the SBC constitu-
tion regarding qualifications for 
churches to send messengers 
to the annual meeting. Under 
the new proposal to be consid-
ered, each cooperating church 
that contributed to convention 
causes during the preceding 
fiscal year would automatically 
qualify for two messengers. Ad-
ditional messengers would be 
recognized from a cooperating 
church by one of two options, 
whichever allows the greater 
number of messengers: (1) One 
additional messenger for each 
full percent of the church’s un-
designated receipts through any 
combination of gifts through 
the Cooperative Program, des-
ignated gifts through the Execu-
tive Committee for convention 
causes or to any SBC entity; and 
(2) one additional messenger 
for each $6,000 the church con-
tributes in the preceding year 
through the same combination 
of the Cooperative Program, 
designated gifts through the Ex-
ecutive Committee for conven-
tion causes or to any SBC entity.
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here because I believe we are going 
to heaven together, but I do believe 
we may go to jail together.”

The reality is that much of the 
world doesn’t make much of a dis-
tinction between various religions 
or denominations, and subsequent-
ly people of all faiths are equally the 

target of religious 
persecution.

An article 
about the LifeWay 
survey said evan-
gelical pastors 
(79 percent) are 
more likely than 
mainline pastors 
(60 percent) to say 

Christians are losing or have lost 
the culture war.

Mainline pastors (30 percent) are 
also most likely to say they “don’t 
know” when asked about the cul-
ture war. By contrast, 13 percent of 
Evangelicals say they don’t know. 
Overall, nearly one in five pastors 
(19 percent) says they don’t know, 
the survey stated.

Ed Stetzer, president of LifeWay 
Research, said some of the unease 
about religious liberty is due to 
shifts in American culture and 
church practice.

In the 1960s, nearly two-thirds of 

Any casual observer of the 
news understands the 

Church is under assault. 
A recent LifeWay Research survey 

of Protestant pastors bears out the 
reality, with a disturbing response: 
Fifty-nine percent say Christians are 
losing the culture war, while one 
in 10 Protestant 
pastors says the 
culture war has al-
ready been lost.

Conversely, 10 
percent say Chris-
tians are actually 
winning the cul-
ture war.

What’s more, 
the LifeWay survey found seven out 
of 10 senior pastors at Protestant 
churches say religious liberty is on 
the decline in America.

Recently, while speaking at 
Brigham Young University, South-
ern Baptist leader R. Albert Mohler 
Jr. told students and faculty, “We 
may go to jail sooner even than 
we thought,” recalling his concern 
about the threat to religious liberty 
raised in an earlier appearance at 
the Mormon-owned school.

Mohler, president of The South-
ern Baptist Theological Seminary 
in Louisville, Ky., added, “I am not 

Have Christians lost the war on culture?
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VIEWPOINT

Doug Hibbard
 First Baptist Church, Almyra

Welcomed questions
L et me state this clearly: A 

Christian owes absolute, 
unflinching obedience to Jesus 
Christ. That which God has 
commanded clearly through His 
Word is to be understood and 
obeyed, not questioned. Reject-
ing the words of God reflects a 
heart that is not fully committed 
to the Word of God made flesh, 
the Lord Jesus Christ. There are 
questions in interpretation, cer-
tainly, but not of the Lordship of 
Christ.

Once we get past that point, 
though, the certainty breaks 
down. The churches and entities 
that we know, serve and love are 
led by people. Ideally, they are led 
by Christ through people, but few 
of us are so naive as to think that 
the people always get it right. We 
often have excellent leadership, 
especially here as Arkansas Bap-

tists, but it remains the truth that 
people make mistakes.

Sometimes these are mistakes 
of intention, sometimes mistakes 
of omission, but mistakes happen. 
These can be large or small; they 
can affect a few or 
many; they can be 
easily remedied 
or impossible to 
repair. Further, 
the larger the plat-
form, the more 
magnification 
those mistakes 
can receive. You will, dear reader, 
likely judge this writing more strict-
ly than your church bulletin.

The magnification effect de-
mands that we scrutinize the pro-
cess of elevating individuals into 
leadership roles among Baptists. A 
pastor can apologize to his congre-
gation rapidly, but what of a state 

convention leader, either elective or 
employed? They have a wider impact 
and so must bear the scrutiny of 
their actions. 

In this, we do well to ask many 
questions before a person steps onto 

that larger plat-
form. Just as Paul 
commands Timo-
thy that elders 
should not be 
new converts (1 
Tim. 3:6) and that 
deacons should 
be tested (1 Tim. 

3:10), we should examine well any 
whom we elevate to leadership roles. 
Once someone holds that platform, 
the need to continue to ask ques-
tions remains. 

Why? The magnification effect re-
mains. It is within the responsibility 
of us all to raise questions before we 
blindly trust people. Jesus Himself 

knew there were untrustworthy 
people (John 2:24), and He even 
saw within His own disciples the 
seeds of discord. 

Is there a difference between 
questions and accusations? Scrip-
ture tells us, after all, that accu-
sations need witnesses (1 Tim. 
5:19). A question, though, is not 
an accusation. It is a request for 
more information, for better un-
derstanding. 

Since we ask for leaders to 
serve with wisdom, knowledge 
and grace, questions should not 
only be asked, they should be 
welcomed. It is an opportunity 
to display those characteristics, 
which show a person is worthy of 
the larger platform and the mag-
nification of their life and minis-
try they receive.

Doug Hibbard is pastor of First 
Baptist Church, Almyra.

Cartoon by Gary Thomas   

Americans were Protestants. Today, 
they make up less than half of the 
population, according to the Gen-
eral Social Survey.

Fewer Protestants means less cul-
tural power, said Stetzer.

In the past, he said, Christians – 
and Protestants in particular – took 
it for granted that Americans would 
look to the church for guidance on 
moral issues. Churches, he said, 

were seen as being good for society 
and so they were given special privi-
leges – like exemptions from taxes 
and other laws. “Even if people did 
not go to church, they looked to 
the church,” Stetzer explained.

That’s no longer the case, as the 
government and culture no longer 
defer to Protestant Christians, 

See CULTURE page 5 
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Family Matters
‘Shut up’

S  hut up!”  It is a phrase that 
has been taboo to use in our 

household, mainly because it is 
often used in a very harsh way 
out of anger and does not facili-
tate good communication skills 
in family life.

 In 2014, our 
family is read-
ing through the 
Bible chronologi-
cally using George 
Guthrie’s Read 
the Bible for Life 
as a guide. I’ve 
read the Bible many times but 
am reading through the Bible 
for the first time using the Hol-
man Christian Standard Bible.  
While reading Job, I encoun-
tered a verse that caused me to 
laugh out loud. Responding to 
his friend’s verbose comments, 
Job says in Job 13:5, “If only 
you would shut up and let that 
be your wisdom!” A variety of 
other verses in Scripture affirm 
silence over words at appropri-
ate times (Prov. 10:19; 17:27-28; 
Eccl. 5:1-2; Matt. 12:36-37; 
James 1:19; and 1 Pet. 3:10).

 I took the opportunity to 
discuss this with my family as 
we ate breakfast.  We discussed 
reasons it was important to 
listen, how to listen and when 
to listen. We talked about how 
to respect the presence of older 
adults and wisely use ears to 
listen more than using your 
mouth to talk.

 Driving home from church, 
I asked what everyone learned 
at church. My two teenagers 
were sitting by the doors and 
my 9-year-old was in the middle 
seat. The teenagers were loudly 
arguing about the color of a 
pearl necklace in one of the 
student minister’s illustrations 
– a matter of eternal theological 
significance, according to the 
persistence in their explana-
tions. Their volume pitched 
louder and more adamant with 
each rebuttal.  

My 9-year-old had enough of 
their silly arguments and said, 
“Shut up and be wise!” After a 
dramatic pause, there was loud 
laughter at his response. His 
comment was spot-on and cun-
ningly wise. I was amazed that 
my 9-year-old had processed 
what we had discussed and 
paraphrased Job 13:5, using it 
with stellar precision to silence 
a sibling conflict. God gave us 
two ears and one mouth, and 
wisdom teaches that we should 
use them in proper proportion 
by listening more and talking 
less.

Ben Phillips leads the Arkansas 
Baptist State Convention family 
ministry team.

Phillips

Biblical manhood
R ecently, I was invited to speak at the Baptist Colle-

giate Ministry (BCM) at Arkansas State University. 
I was preaching from Ezekiel 22 on the subject of bibli-
cal manhood. This is a very sobering chapter in regard 
to the sins of the men of Israel. The leaders (men) were 
involved in great injustices, such as immorality, and 
the Lord had determined to disperse 
them and consume them with fire. 
They lacked strong male leadership. 

The Lord said in Ezekiel 22:30 
(NASB), “I searched for a man among 
them who would build up the wall 
and stand in the gap before Me for 
the land, so that I would not destroy 
it; but I found no one.” Isn’t it hard 
to imagine that the Lord could not 
find one righteous man from among the princes, 
priests, prophets or people to stand in the gap before 
Him, for the land, so that He would not destroy it? 

Whenever there has been a lack of biblical male lead-
ership in history, nations have resulted in chaos. Tony 
Evans, in his book “Kingdom Man,” paints a dismal 
picture of the lack of male leadership in the U.S., citing 
that 70 percent of all prisoners, 80 percent of rapists 
and 71 percent of high school dropouts come from fa-
therless homes. At one time, all of these men had been 
under the care of a man whose job it was to lead. 

As we look around at the wickedness, sexual im-

morality and chaos of our nation, we know that many 
bad decisions by men have led us to this place; and 
honestly, it is easy to become discouraged. So let me 
tell you what I have learned over time. Men of all ages 
desire to hear truth. They do not want the gospel wa-
tered down even if they are the toughest drunk in the 

county. They want to know that they 
must deny themselves, take up their 
cross and follow Christ. If you chal-
lenge men, with the Word of God, to 
be who God created them to be, they 
will respond. In the darkest of times, 
God raises up biblical men to lead. 
Since I preached at the BCM, four 
young men have approached me and 
verbally affirmed that God moved in 

their lives that day. 
Don’t be discouraged. The Bible is clear in 2 Chron-

icles 16:9a (NASB): “For the eyes of the LORD move 
to and fro throughout the earth that He may strongly 
support those whose heart is completely His.” Be faith-
ful, be part of a Bible-believing, Bible-teaching congre-
gation; and who knows, the next Billy Graham may be 
sitting in your church next Sunday just waiting to hear 
a Word from the Lord!

Archie Mason is president of the Arkansas Baptist State 
Convention and senior pastor of Central Baptist Church in 
Jonesboro.

Giving where your heart is
J esus said, “For where your treasure is, there your 

heart will be also” (Matt. 6:21, NKJV). 
In other words, your heart will always follow your 

giving. The reverse is also true: Your giving will always 
follow your heart. We hear people say when they make 
a gift that the need “tugged on their heart.”  

 Individuals often ask us, “Where 
do the distributions from the Foun-
dation go?”  

The answer is sometimes a sur-
prise, “Wherever the donors tell us 
to send it.” 

Our ministry simply exists to help 
people make gifts in support of their 
church or other ministries they love. 
To quote Jerry Love, a friend who 
resides in Louisiana, we help “people give to whatever 
is tugging on their heartstrings.”

 We find that churches and local church ministries 
are very much on the hearts of donors. Our donors 
love their churches and establish gifts that will often 
benefit the various ministries of the church, especially 
missions, benevolence and scholarships.

 Other donors have a heart for Christian education. 
Some are graduates of our Baptist schools and some 
are not, but they see the value of encouraging training 
of the next generation in a Christian setting. We are 
blessed in Arkansas Baptist life with two of the best 
colleges in the country – that is true both academically 
and spiritually.

 Then who could refuse the heart-tug of children 
in need? We are all concerned about children who 
are abandoned or who need safety and security in the 

midst of troubled family situations. The Arkansas Bap-
tist Children’s Homes and Family Ministries provides 
a wonderful ministry to the unborn, to children and to 
families in our state. A number of our donors, especial-
ly those without children, have “adopted” the children 
at the Arkansas Baptist Children’s Homes and have 

supported them accordingly.
 With the continued list of 

disasters affecting our world, many do-
nors have a heart to provide assistance 
through disaster relief. Through a fund 
established for that purpose, we have 
been able to provide the capital to as-
sist the Arkansas Baptist disaster relief 
team to purchase a refrigerated box 
truck and a generator large enough to 

power all the needed facilities for their work – because 
there are donors with a heart for disaster relief.  (And I 
could mention so many other ministries like our Bap-
tist camp in Siloam Springs, or the state Baptist news-
paper or collegiate ministry, etc.)

My father had a special heart for people in trouble. 
When disasters came, he would use his resources (as a 
car and truck dealer, he had the equipment and the em-
ployees to meet lots of needs) to help people in distress. 
He “put his money where his mouth was,” but only be-
cause his heart was already focused on the need.

What ministries has God laid on your heart? What’s 
tugging at your heartstrings? Our Foundation staff is 
ready and able to help you determine the best way to 
support the ministries you choose. We know that it 
must first start with your heart.

David Moore is president of Arkansas Baptist Foundation.

Financial 
 Times 

David Moore

PresidenT’s
PersPecTive

Archie Mason

which makes pastors and their con-
gregations nervous.

Stetzer pointed out in the article 
that not all the news is bad.

“The fact that ‘Christian’ is not 
just a demographic category can 
have a positive side,” Stetzer said, 
which means that Protestants and 
other Christians have to be more 

active in living out their faith.
But Stetzer pointed out it has po-

litical and social consequences, as a 
sizable number of Protestants and 
other Christians run into conflicts 
with societal norms on issues like 
sexuality and marriage and other 
issues.

Stetzer said it is important for 
Protestants and like-minded reli-
gious people to think through a 
new strategy that defends their reli-
gious liberty, but also acknowledges 

that conflict.
Several recent court battles may 

play a role, such as the Hobby 
Lobby case and other cases, Thomas 
Kidd, professor of history at Bay-
lor University, told LifeWay. Both 
involve disputes between the gov-
ernment and religious groups over 
exemptions from federal law.

In the cases, religious liberty was 
seen as less important than other 
issues – like nondiscrimination or 
health care, said Kidd.

continued from page 4
CULTURE
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continued from page one
ABSC
(we will) do through contract.”

“The listening sessions carried 
a lot of weight,” Tucker said, add-
ing that he had polled the Program 
Committee to ask what their major 
challenges were in their local church-
es, as well as their top priorities for 
the state convention.

“We looked at that real heavy – 
what they are asking us to do and 
what they are not asking us to do,” 
he said.

In introducing the motion, Tuck-
er reviewed the purpose, vision and 
core values statements of the 
ABSC Executive Board.

“Changes are happening 
quickly,” said Tucker, add-
ing, “We got what we got. … 
Let’s make it work.”

He said the convention 
has “massive mountains to 
climb,” but added that his 
conviction as executive direc-
tor of the ABSC is simple: “I 
came to change the world.”

Jimmie Sheffield, interim assis-
tant executive director, and Dan 
Jordan, team leader of the business 
affairs team, joined Tucker at the 
platform to share rationales for the 
“reallocation of resources” report 
based on six factors: 

(1) Results of listening sessions 
across Arkansas – Tucker said the 
listening sessions with young pas-
tors, large church pastors, associa-
tional missionaries and others were 
invaluable, adding, “What’s impor-
tant to churches should be impor-
tant to us.” He said a number of 
themes emerged from the conversa-
tions, including the need for stew-
ardship training, church revitaliza-
tion, nontraditional church planting 
and the need for prayer and spiritual 
awakening.

(2) Cooperative Program giv-
ing – Sheffield said the percentage 
of undesignated church receipts 
given to the Cooperative Program 

declined from 9.5 percent 
in 2000 to 7.49 percent in 
2013. Since 2007, he said 
Cooperative Program annu-
al receipts have remained in 
the $20 million range. The 
organizational structure and 
budgets of the convention 
are simply being adjusted 
to reflect what churches are 
sending. 

(3) The impact of the Afford-
able Care Act (ObamaCare) – Jor-
dan said the Affordable Care Act is 
having a dramatic financial impact 
on ministries like the ABSC with 
50 or more full-time employees. He 
said the convention is projecting 
a 20 percent increase in its health 

insurance in 2015, but 
that much is unknown 
about the new health 
care law.

(4) North Ameri-
can Mission Board 
(NAMB) defunding – 
Sheffield said changes 
in the way NAMB funds 
jointly-funded state mis-
sionaries and missions 
projects means a grad-
ual reduction in funds 
returning to Arkansas 
from the domestic mis-
sions entity. In 2014, 
Arkansas Baptists ex-
pect to send to NAMB 
more than $4 million 
through CP gifts and 
the Annie Armstrong 
Easter Offering. In 2013, NAMB 
returned $575,498 to Arkansas to 
fund joint projects and/or employ-
ees jointly-funded. A decrease in 
NAMB funding beginning in 2019 
will eliminate the $575,000.

(5) The “silo effect” – Tucker 
said he believes it will be easier for 
five teams to work together, rather 
than nine. “We’ve got to have more 
spiritual synergy,” he told the board. 
Additionally, the convention plans 
to involve more pastors, staff and lay 
leaders through the use of task forc-
es. “We will not have enough funds 
to keep adding staff members. It will 
be a necessity to find creative ways 
to get our work accomplished,” the 
report states.

(6) The loss of employee posi-
tions – Considering that 20 staff 
positions have been eliminated since 
1998, the report states, “We must 
structure to use the staff positions 
(we have) in the most effective man-
ner.”  

The five new teams are the evan-
gelism and church health team, the 
church planting team, the missions 
team, the collegiate and young lead-
ers team and the executive and ad-
ministrative team.

Following is a summary of the 
teams, team leaders and their pro-
gram functions:

Evangelism and church health 
(Terry Bostick, team leader) – The 
team has responsibility for church 
programs/activities, family ministry, 

youth evangelism, worship, church 
administration, church revitaliza-
tion, evangelism and interim min-
istry.

Church planting (Robby Tingle, 
team leader) – The team has respon-
sibility for church planting, church 
planter training, urban and Delta 
institutes and cultivation.

Collegiate and young leaders 
(David James, team leader) – The 
team has responsibility for campus 
ministries, international student 
ministries, high school transition 
ministry, emerging leaders, church-
collegiate ministries, Kaleo, Repli-
cate (Baptist Collegiate Ministries 
internship program) and apologet-
ics.

Missions (team leader to be 
named) – The team has responsi-
bility for mission events, volunteer 
mobilization, associational missions 
leadership, disaster relief, special 
ministries and Woman’s Missionary 
Union/mission education.

Executive and administrative 
(Sonny Tucker, team leader) – The 
team has responsibility for strategy 
planning, business affairs, executive 
board/convention, personnel ad-
ministration, theological education, 
communication, Cooperative Pro-
gram promotion, coaching/mentor-
ing, staff training, Camp Paron and 
prayer and spiritual awakening.

More information on ABSC restruc-
turing will be provided in a future edi-
tion of the Arkansas Baptist News.

Tucker
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Ark. advocates continue push for medical pot
IN 2012, Arkansans voted to con-
tinue the prohibition of marijuana 
for medical purposes. The measure 
failed by a slim margin. Now medi-
cal marijuana advocates are attempt-
ing to gather signatures 
throughout the state in 
an effort to bring the 
issue, once again, to a 
vote.

According to KFSM 
news reports, Arkan-
sas medical marijuana 
advocates must collect 
62,507 signatures by 
July 7 to have their pro-
posed measures placed on the No-
vember ballot. 

Two of the advocacy groups at-
tempting to have medical marijuana 
initiatives placed in front of Arkan-
sas voters are Arkansans for Com-
passionate Care and Arkansans for 
Responsible Medicine.

Arkansans for Compassionate 
Care’s proposal seeks to make medi-
cal marijuana legal for patients with 

specific medical conditions and 
allow patients living far away from 
would-be marijuana dispensaries to 
grow their own marijuana, accord-
ing to KFSM. 

The news station re-
ported that Arkansans 
for Responsible Medi-
cine have a similar pro-
posal, yet do not include 
a provision that would 
allow patients to grow 
their own marijuana.

Both advocacy groups 
have encountered pro-
tests from Arkansans 

who feel marijuana is unsafe and 
could lead to the use of other drugs, 
according to KFSM reports.

Melissa Fults of Arkansans for 
Compassionate Care told KFSM she 
and her organization are focusing on 
getting their proposal on the ballot 
and passed by educating Arkansas 
voters of the positive aspects of mari-
juana.

“We are making sure it passes 

this time by having people under-
stand it truly is a medicine,” Fults 
told KFSM. “Cannabis can ac-
tually help someone depending 
on their illness.”

Larry Page, executive director of 
the Arkansas Faith and Eth-
ics Council, is opposed to all 
proposed Arkansas medical 
marijuana legislation. 

According to Page, all at-
tempts to pass medical mari-
juana legislation are veiled 
attempts to forward the 
complete legalization of the 
plant.

“Arkansans are again 
being asked to approve so-called 
‘medical marijuana,’” said Page. 
“The proponents couch their mea-
sure in terms of compassionate 
health care for patients, but that is 
far from their real motives.”

Page added, “These kinds of ini-
tiatives are always about taking the 
first incremental step toward the 
full legalization of marijuana for rec-
reational use. This game plan was 
used in the states of Colorado and 

Washington, and it’s being 
used in other states as well. 
First the folks in those states 
accepted medical marijua-
na, and once they were ac-
climated and desensitized 
to the smoking of pot, they 
granted full-blown approval 
to the use of that harmful 
drug.”

Twenty states and the 
District of Columbia have passed 
laws allowing medical marijuana 
on some level. Washington and 
Colorado were recently the first 
two states to legalize marijuana for 
recreational use.

‘Mother of the Year’ contest announced

THE ARKANSAS Baptist News 
(ABN) announces its 10th annual 
A Tribute to Godly Mothers essay 
contest.

In an effort to honor all mothers, 
each year the ABN selects a Mother 
of the Year based on entries. 

The ABN issue prior to Mother’s 
Day announces the winner and in-
cludes a tribute to the winner, which 
will be chosen based on the quality 
of motherhood, godliness of the 
woman being honored and the read-
ability of the essay submitted.

The winning mother will receive 
a special gift and will be honored 
in her church April 27. To honor 
your mother or another mother you 
feel deserves recognition, send the 
ABN a tribute about the mother 

you wish to nominate.
Tributes should be no more than 

300 words and should include the 
mother’s full name and church 
home. They should also include the 
phone number and email address of 
the submitter.

The mother you nominate must 
be a current member of an Arkansas 
Southern Baptist church.

All tributes should be received 
in the ABN office no later than 
Wednesday, April 16.

To make a nomination, send your 
tribute to Arkansas Baptist News, 10 
Remington Dr., Little Rock, AR 
72204, or email it to jeanie@arkan-
sasbaptist.org.

Page

ABN to honor mothers
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RUSSELLVILLE – Jeff P. Cheatham 
Jr., 81, of Russellville, died Feb. 19.

Born in Memphis, Tenn., he 
served as pastor of multiple Arkan-
sas Baptist churches throughout the 
years. In addition, he served as as-
sociational missionary for Arkansas 
River Valley Baptist Association for 
about 12 years and as second vice 
president of the Arkansas Baptist 
State Convention (ABSC). He also 
served on the ABSC Executive 
Board, the board of directors for 
the Arkansas Baptist News and the 
executive board of trustees for the 
Arkansas Baptist Children’s Homes 
and Family Ministries. He was an 

industrial chaplain with Valmac In-
dustries in Russellville. In addition 

to his service to Ar-
kansas Baptists, he 
served as pastor in 
Iredell, Texas, and 
Thayer, Mo.

He was a gradu-
ate of Eudora High 
School, Baylor Uni-
versity and South-
western Baptist 
Theological Semi-
nary. He surren-

dered to preach while attending Ar-
kansas Baptist Assembly at Siloam 
Springs, and was licensed to preach 

and ordained by Eudora Baptist 
Church, Eudora. 

He served as an active duty chap-
lain in the U.S. Navy. After serv-
ing active duty, he remained in the 
Ready Reserve until 1992.

He was a member of the Military 
Officers Association of Arkansas, 
and for 17 years, he was a volunteer 
chaplain for the Arkansas Depart-
ment of Health Area III Hospice.

He retired in 1998, and has since 
served several Arkansas Baptist 
churches as interim pastor.

He is survived by his wife of 59 
years, Donna L. Cheatham; two 
sons, Russell Cheatham of Madi-

son, Ala., and Paul Cheatham of Los 
Angeles; a daughter, Janet Sinks of 
Mt. Vernon, Ill., and seven grand-
children.

Funeral services took place Feb. 
22 at Second Baptist Church, Rus-
sellville, where Cheatham was a 
member and had formerly served 
as interim pastor. The service was 
officiated by Danny Green, Robin 
Foster and Les Sinks.

Burial with military honors took 
place Feb. 24 at the Fort Smith Na-
tional Cemetery.

Memorials may be made to Ar-
kansas Baptist Children’s Homes 
and Family Ministries.

ChurCh ServiCeS DireCtory

Church Insurance
Michael B Russell, MA, MBA
Member, First Baptist Church, Springdale
Mike Russell & Associates
P.O. Box 709, Bentonville, AR 72712
877-715-5336, 479-657-6369 fax
www.protectmychurch.org   AR Ins. Lic. #185726
Non-profit - Church - Commercial - Employee Benefits 

James Greene & Associates
800-422-3384
www.jamesgreeneins.com
James Greene & Associates represents Brotherhood Mutual 
Insurance, a national leader insuring churches in alliance 
with GuideStone. Call today or go online for property, 
liability, auto and worker’s comp quotes!

Kitchen Equipment
& Supplies
Aimco Equipment Co. 
10001 Colonel Glenn Rd.
Little Rock, AR 72204
501-228-0808

Lighting & Sound
American AVL
800-352-7222
Little Rock/Jackson/Ruston/New Orleans
Audio, Video, & Lighting Systems & Equipment
Ask about our free site needs AVL review

Playgrounds
Rusty Peoples - rusty@peopleslandscaping.com
479-769-0580, (toll-free) 866-388-1365 
Quality park-playground equip, surfacing & shades
Free design consultations
www.heartlandparks.com

Baptistries/Steeples
Construction Sales Co., Inc.
P.O. Box 1049
Magnolia, AR 71753-1049
800-526-9663  FAX: 870-234-6475
Also laminated wood arches, beams and decking 

Church Consulting
Travis Young Family Ministries
501-259-0704
Email: YoungFamilyMinistries@hotmail.com
www.youngfamilyministries.com
Transformational children’s ministry consulting, 
training, and evangelism. Fifteen-year veteran has 
worked with 100+ churches and organizations

Church Facility Planner
Sowell Architects
1315 North Street, Suite 100
Conway, AR  72034
501-450-9633 FAX: 501-450-7228
Email: rik@sowellarchitects.com
www.sowellarchitects.com
Master planning, site analysis
and all architectural services

Church Furnishings
Covington Commercial Furniture
72 Batesville Blvd.
Batesville, AR  72501
870-793-3885  870-793-8252 Fax
Email: Charles@BatesvilleFurniture.com
Auditorium seating, Education furniture, Office  
furniture, Factory design assistance

To place your business in the monthly 
Church Services Directory, 

call 501-376-4791, ext. 5153.

Cheatham, former pastor and assoc. missionary, dies

Cheatham

To advertise in the ABN, call Steve McPherson at 501-376-4791, ext. 5161
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C l a s s i f i e d s
PASTOR

Cherry Street Baptist Church of Clarksville is 
seeking a full-time pastor. Send resume to 
Cherry Street Baptist Church, Pastor Search Com-
mittee, P.O. Box 378, Clarksville, AR 72830 or email 
to cherrystbaptist@centurytel.net.

Presently seeking a pastor. Please send re-
sumes to Kingsland First Baptist Church, P.O. Box 
97, Kingsland, AR 71652.

Missionary Baptist Church (recently accepted by 
NW Arkansas Association as an SBC church) Col-
cord, Okla., is seeking a bi-vocational pastor. 
Send resume to Pastor Search Committee c/o  Bill 
Hickman, 19216 State Highway 116, Colcord, OK, 
74338 or call 479 957-2609.

Emmet First Baptist Church is seeking bi-vo-
cational pastor. Please send resume to Emmet 
First Baptist Church, Pastor Search Committee, P.O. 
Box 186, Emmet, AR 71835.

First Baptist Church, Dumas, is seeking a full-
time pastor. Send resumes to First Baptist 
Church, Pastor Search Committee, 200 East Water-
man, Dumas, AR 71639 or email to FBCdumas@
centurytel.net. Please submit by April 1.

Sylamore Baptist, Mountain View, is seeking 
a bi-vocational pastor. Call 901-351-1040, 
email to kenw@mvtel.net or mail resume to P.O. 
Box 1596, Mountain View, AR 72560.

Leachville Second Baptist is seeking bi-voca-
tional pastor. Please send resume to Leachville 
Second Baptist Church Pastor Search Committee, 
P.O. Box 565, Leachville, AR 72438.

Eagle Lake Crossroads Baptist church, Hermit-
age, is seeking a bi-vocational pastor. (Par-
sonage available.) Send resume to 110 Bradley 
951, Hermitage, AR 71647 or daleledbetter57@
yahoo.com.

Leonard Street Baptist Church is seeking a bi-
vocational pastor for our church. Parsonage is 

provided. Please send resume to Leonard Street 
Baptist Church, 625 Leonard Street, Hot Springs, 
AR 71913, Attn: Search Committee.

OTHER STAFF POSITIONS

Pearcy Baptist Church, west of Hot Springs, is 
seeking a part-time worship leader and a 
part-time student minister. Email resume to 
pearcybaptist @ yahoo.com. 

First Baptist Church of Batesville is seeking a 
full-time minister of preschool/children. 
Send resume to First Baptist Church, Stacy Reed, 
P.O. Box 2455, Batesville, AR 72503 or email to 
stacy@fbcbatesville.org.

Bayou Meto Baptist Church seeking a paid 
part-time children’s minister. Great for a 
college student. Must be 21 years of age by sum-
mer. No particular education requirements. School 
year hours would consist of a 2-hour class on 
Sunday evenings, Bible drill competition and the 
occasional children’s social event. Summer hours 
and events include 20 hours a week to include a 
Sunday evening class, Wednesday evening class 
and prep time. Two 40-hour weeks each summer 
for VBS and camp. Additional summer activities 
as needed. Please contact the church office at 
501-988-1966 for additional information or send 
resume to Bayou Meto Baptist Church Children’s 
Minister Position, 26200 Highway 107, Jackson-
ville, AR 72076.

Graves Memorial Baptist Church in North Little 
Rock is prayerfully seeking a youth minister 
and a worship leader. Part-time or full-
time dual ministry. Please send resumes to 
4617 Oak Grove Road, North Little Rock, AR 72118 
by Oct. 15. For job descriptions, 501-851-1493.

Formosa Baptist in Clinton is prayerfully search-
ing for a part-time worship leader who can 
lead a blended service. Please send resumes or 

questions to billytreece@hotmail.com or Formosa 
Baptist Church, P.O. Box 1530, Clinton, AR 72031.

First Baptist Church, Searcy, is looking for a 
part-time music associate (or assistant, 
depending on experience) to work with 
praise team vocalists and instrumentalists. Please 
send resume to Linda Stake at 105 S. Spring Street, 
Searcy, AR 72143 or linda@fbcsearcy.org.

Youth leader needed for Twin Lakes Baptist 
Church, Hot Springs. Contact John Johnston, pas-
tor: 501-262-0015.

The Clay-Platte Baptist Association is accepting 
resumes for director of missions. Candidates 
should be able to cast God’s vision and lead the as-
sociation into a new era by helping churches fulfill 
their mission, foster partnerships between church-
es and starting new congregations. Seminary 
education with master’s or comparable education 
preferred. To see job description, go to clayplat-
teba.org. Send resumes to Attn: Leadership Council, 
Clay-Platte Baptist Association, 800 NE Vivion Road, 
Kansas City, MO 64118 or email to cpba@clayplat-
teba.org by April 7, 2014.

Small rural church seeking bi-vocational 
music minister. Send resumes to Sulphur 
Springs Baptist Church, 9127 Sulphur Springs Road, 
Pine Bluff, AR 71603.

MISCELLANEOUS 

Available for revivals, contact Lawrence 
Woodard, 479-292-0330 or P.O. Box 1331, Clarks-
ville, AR 72830.

Two condos for rent in Destin, Fla. Two bed-
rooms, two baths. Sleeps 6. Ten percent discount for 
new guest. 423-309-4422. lbrammer@charter.net.

Oaks Manor Conference and Retreat Center is 
seeking a couple to serve as ministry helpers 
at this beautiful adult facility near Van Buren. Com-
pensation offered includes living quarters, utilities, 

gas allowance and salary. Ministry includes food 
service, office work, outside maintenance and 
general hospitality for guests. Call Pete Ramsey 
– 479-414-4831 – to visit about this ministry op-
portunity. Pete Ramsey, 3909 Highway 282, Van 
Buren, AR 72956. 479-414-4831.

Non-ministry opportunity, Whole Health Chris-
tian Values Technology Company seeks mature 
business professionals for high income 
opportunity. Home-based office. Hands-on 
support and apprenticeship style training. For 
complete information, call Mike at 1-800-973-
7851. 

Church pews for sale: 24 12ft, eight 11ft,  
seven eight ft, two four ft, one Communion table, 
one pulpit, padded seats. $5,000.00. Please call 
Crystal Hill Baptist Church at 501-455-0669 for 
more information.

Baltimore Convention: Choice Hotel ac-
commodations - walking distance, with breakfast. 
Washington D.C. motor coach tours: Sunday and 
Thursday, $99. Lancaster, Pa., post-convention trip. 
Christian Travelers: 800-972-8952. Christiantravel-
ers.net. Email: charlescooper34@att.net.

Church life

Tumbling Shoals Baptist 
Church, Tumbling Shoals, will 
host its annual wild game dinner at 
6:30 p.m. March 13. Guest speaker 
will be Paige Patterson, president 
of Southwestern Baptist Theologi-
cal Seminary. Tickets must be pur-
chased in advanced. For informa-
tion, call 501-362-3987.

Life Line Baptist Church, Lit-
tle Rock, will hold the Parenting 
W.O.W. (Words of Wisdom) Retreat 
March 7-8. For more information, 
contact the church at 501-568-5433.

The youth of First Baptist 
Church, Scranton, hosted a Valen-
tine’s banquet for adult member-
ship Feb. 15. Funds were designated 
for the Arkansas Baptist Children’s 
Homes and Family Ministries.

On the move

Don Gates Jr. resigned as pastor 
of Lakeview Baptist Church, Arka-
delphia. 

Jonathan Ertle is serving on 
the staff of Union Avenue Baptist 
Church, Wynne, as associate pastor 
of music and young adults. 

Justin Ross is serving on the staff 
of South Side Baptist Church, Pine 
Bluff, as associate pastor of disciple-
ship and assimilation. 

Milestones
Tumbling Shoals Baptist 

Church, Tumbling Shoals, will cel-
ebrate its 25th anniversary March 
30 at 10:30 a.m.. David Miller, a 
current and charter member of the 
church, will serve as guest speaker.

DEACON’S BANQUET - Washington Madison Baptist Association held a deacon’s banquet Feb. 
18, hosted by Friendship Baptist Church, Springdale. J.D. “Sonny” Tucker, executive director of 
the Arkansas Baptist State Convention, was guest speaker. One hundred and thirty three people 
were in attendance, representing 23 churches. Tucker challenged the men to pray for the lost, be 
involved in the life of the church and support their pastors.

LITTLE ROCK – Arkansas Baptist 
Children’s Homes and Family Minis-
tries (ABCHomes) will host the first-
ever Modeling for a Miracle Fashion 
Show and Dinner on March 7-8, at 
Immanuel Baptist Church, Little 
Rock, and Park Hill Baptist Church, 
North Little Rock, respectively. 

The charity gala will raise funds to 
benefit ABCHomes.

Spring collections, donated by 
Belk, will be modeled by ABCHomes 

residents, former residents and other 
children. 

Dinner each night will begin at 
6 p.m. and will be followed by the 
fashion show at 7 p.m. The masters 
of ceremonies are Scott Inman, local 
Little Rock TV personality, and Kris-
ten Glover, Miss Arkansas 2011. The 
fashion show is sponsored by a num-
ber of donors. 

For more information, call 501-
376-4791, ext. 5168.  

ABCHomes fashion show to 
benefit children, teens in crisis

Check out 
the new ABSC 
Employment 
and Ministry 
Opportunities 
website:

https://serve.absc.org
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Charles A. Collins
chaplain 

Baptist Hospital 
Little Rock

Years ago, I saw a cartoon of a 
man. He had a demon on one of his 
shoulders and an angel on the other. 
Both the demon and the angel were 
trying to get his attention and per-
suade him over the other. Both were 
shouting into his ears with instruc-
tions as to what they 
wanted him to do or 
become. 

The angel wanted 
the man to live a posi-
tive, godly life while 
the other wanted just 
the opposite. The 
angel was encouraging 
the man to make posi-
tive choices while the 
demon on the other 
side wanted the man to 
rebel against godly prin-
ciples. 

The man in this cartoon was 
caught in a dilemma as to which one 
he should listen to. 

A similar situation is found in 
Proverbs 8-9. On one side, we see 
wisdom calling out to those who 
will listen. She is trying to persuade 
people to live a positive, godly life. 
She is neither silent, nor invisible. 
Her words are words of life. She 
is understandable. She is truth be-

cause she is life.
Wisdom and the life she brings 

cannot be compared to earthly val-
ues. She is much more valuable, and 
she exceeds the value of the most 
valuable treasures this world can 
offer. Gold, silver and other pre-

cious jewels are not to be 
compared to the value of 
wisdom.

There is a demon on 
the other shoulder. She 
is called “folly” or “fool-
ish.” She too calls out 
for attention to those 
who pass by. Her desire 
is to influence people to 
become obedient to her 
demands. She promises 
pleasures that a person 
can have if he follows 
her. Her words are entic-

ing and promising. 
There is a tremendous difference 

in what these two have to offer. Wis-
dom offers life and the benefits of 
knowing God. Folly offers pleasures, 
but those who follow her find the 
place of the dead in hell.  

You can listen to wisdom’s invita-
tion and have life or listen to folly 
and have death. 

The choice is yours.

The passage of 2 Corinthians 
8:1-9 fills me with love and renewed 
hope. 

In the passage, Paul speaks of 
people who, for reasons we don’t 
know, are profoundly poor – poor 
as we would classify poor, but not 
necessarily as God clas-
sifies poor. In the midst 
of their great poverty, 
they gave with heartfelt 
generosity. 

Money doesn’t mat-
ter in hearts that have 
been transformed. 

Not only did the 
people want to serve, 
but 2 Corinthians 8:4 
(HCSB) says “they 
begged … insistently for 
the privilege of sharing 
in the ministry to the 
saints.” 

Wow!
When was the last time you had 

such a desire to serve people that 
you would have begged for the privi-
lege? The verses don’t say they were 
heartbroken or grieved over any situ-
ation – just that they wanted boldly 
to serve. 

My great-grandmother worked in 
retail when I was a child and into my 

teenage years. She was years past re-
tirement. She lived in a small apart-
ment and didn’t have much “extra” 
at the end of the month. I don’t 
know that she ever let that stop her 
from giving and serving her church 
and ultimately her God. 

Every Christmas for 
years she had a party for 
the church choir. She 
spent many evenings 
after work preparing 
food for the party. She 
also made each of the 
choir members a Christ-
mas gift. Nothing was 
purchased from a store; 
everything was made 
with her sweet, loving 
hands. Her apartment 
was tiny, but everyone 
came to this party. They 

knew that Granny loved them be-
cause they served the Lord. Her love 
for Jesus couldn’t be denied. Just 
like the people of Macedonia, noth-
ing could keep her from serving.

Our churches are full of people 
who have financial worries but want 
nothing more than to serve the 
Lord. 

How do you serve the Lord by 
serving others?

Julie Beavers
church member

Delta Baptist
Pine Bluff

Proverbs deals with a multitude 
of subjects that apply wisdom to life. 
There are about 20 verses in this 
lesson, listed above. Each one deals 
with a common theme – the spoken 
word. Each one has a message to be 
applied to life. 

The First Amend-
ment of the U.S. Con-
stitution guarantees 
the right to freedom 
of speech. This is con-
sidered a fundamental 
right of all, the right to 
say out loud what is on 
one’s mind and heart. 
No one has a right to 
take that away. 

Words are either 
positive or negative. 
They are not neutral. 
They are constructive or destructive. 
These verses help us to understand 
how to use words in the most effec-
tive way possible.

There are many results of positive 
words. A wise man will be selective in 
his words (Prov. 17:27). The absence 
of words is good because Proverbs 
17:28 says, “Even a fool, when he 
holdeth his peace, is counted wise.”

Proverbs 21:23 (KJV) says, 
“Whoso keepeth his mouth and his 

tongue keepeth his soul from trou-
bles.” The same word used here for 
“keepeth” is used 470 times in the 
Old Testament. The first time it is 
used is in Genesis 2:15 for Adam 
to keep the garden with great care. 

It is the same word used 
in 2 Kings 22:14 to dis-
tinguish someone as the 
“keeper of the (priestly) 
wardrobe.” 

The opposite can also 
be true. Words can also 
be destructive. In Prov-
erbs 18:21, there is ei-
ther death or life from 
words. Proper words 
produce a peaceful situa-
tion and reduce or elimi-
nate strife (Prov. 26:20). 
They can be full of love 

or full of hate (Prov. 26:24).
Solomon’s father, King David, 

said this in Psalm 19:14 (KJV): 
“Let the words of my mouth, and 
the meditation of my heart, be ac-
ceptable in thy sight, O Lord, my 
strength, and my redeemer.” 

It would appear that Solomon 
learned a lot from his father. It is my 
desire that we learn from both son 
and father by applying their words 
to our lives as well.

Are you like me? I get an idea 
to help a family in need or begin a 
Bible study over lunch at my home 
for those in my neighborhood. I 
think about the idea, make plans, 
share the idea with a friend, and 
then a day or two pass-
es, other things come 
up and my good idea is 
put on the back burner. 

That’s a little like 
what happened with 
the people of Corinth 
whom we read about in 
2 Corinthians 8. 

In this chapter, Paul 
reminds the people of 
Corinth that they had 
come up with an idea 
to help others, but they 
had become less eager 
about the task. Other things had 
captured their attention, their in-
terests had shifted and now a year 
later Paul was reminding them of 
the commitment they had made to 
help others.

Paul wasn’t asking them to do 
what they couldn’t financially do. 
In 2 Corinthians 8:12, he says that 
it is “acceptable according to what 
one has, not according to what he 
does not have.” He was reminding 

them of their good intentions and 
to finish well. Good intentions are 
just that – intentions, not action. 
Paul wanted them to follow up with 
action.

In an attempt to motivate the 
Corinthians, in chap-
ter 9, Paul prods them 
to finish well. He tells 
them he has bragged 
on them and, because 
of his bragging, it made 
others want to give. 
Paul wasn’t passive in 
his correspondence to 
them; he added that he 
was sending people to 
them to see what they 
had done. I believe as an 
incentive to ensure the 
Corinthians would com-

plete their efforts, he mentioned 
that they would be embarrassed if 
they were found unprepared and the 
task unfinished.  

This passage isn’t just to the Cor-
inthians – it’s also to us. 

We need to have intentions, but 
along with that, we need to have ac-
tion. We’re not to give money we 
don’t have or material items we 
don’t own, but we are to give what 
we can. 

Julie Beavers
church member

Delta Baptist
Pine Bluff

What we work for
2 CORINTHIANS 8:1-9

BIBLE STUDIES FOR LIFE:

Listen to wisdom’s invitation
PROVERBS 8:1-9:18 

EXPLORE THE BIBLE:

Guard your speech
PROVERBS 17:27-28; 21:23; 18:19-21; 11:13; 26:20-24; 10:18-19; 12:17-19; 

25:11-13; 31:8-9

EXPLORE THE BIBLE:

Put your money to work
2 CORINTHIANS 8:10-15; 9:1-5

BIBLE STUDIES FOR LIFE:
MARCH 23, 2014

Charles A. Collins
chaplain 

Baptist Hospital 
Little Rock

MARCH 16, 2014
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Event equips leaders to lead missional churches
NORTH LITTLE ROCK – It is one 
thing for a leader to desire for his 
church to be a missional church – 
but it is another to know how to 
practically equip church members to 
develop and implement a missional 
mindset.

The Missional Quest One Day  
event was held Feb. 20 at Central 
Baptist Church in North Little Rock 
to offer practical guidance and help  
equip pastors, staff members, church 
planters and others who seek to lead 
churches with a missional focus. 

“It is an emphasis to help bring 
all of our lives, staff and laypeople, 
into alignment with the mission of 
God and to learn how to live as a 
missionary in our neighborhoods,” 
said Dave McClung, Arkansas Bap-
tist State Convention (ABSC) mis-
sions ministries team member.

Led by Brad Brisco, church plant-
ing strategist for a network of church-
es in Kansas City, and Lance Ford, 
an experienced pastor and church 
planter, the training was organized 
around the duo’s book “The Mis-
sional Quest: Becoming a Church of 
the Long Run.” The one-day event 
was a national partnership between 
the ABSC missions ministries team 
and KCSENTRAL, a missional 
training network in Kansas City.

“It’s helping to equip church lead-

ers to equip their members to think 
and act like a missionary where they 
live, work and play,” said Brisco 
about the conference. 

Brisco added that “more and 
more people are less and less inter-
ested in the programs and activities 
of the church.”

“No matter how well we do 
things, they’re not coming to our 
church activities, so we have to 
think, as missionally-minded peo-
ple, ‘How can we go where they are?’ 
And for me, that’s in our neighbor-
hood, it’s through our vocation, it’s 
in our public spaces in our neighbor-
hoods,” he said.

The response to the event was 
“overwhelmingly positive,” said Mc-
Clung, adding 146 people from 60-
plus churches were in attendance.

“In the evaluations we got, the 
vast majority of them reflected a de-
sire to be more involved as a mission-
ary in the neighborhood,” he said.

Greg Douglas, missions director 
at First Baptist Church, Lake City, 
said he hopes to take the principles 
taught at the event and use them as 
his church gets involved in its com-
munity. He wants to focus on ways 
to minister to people where they are, 
rather than expecting them to come 
to the church.

Tim Reed, pastor of First Bap-

tist Church, Gravel Ridge, said his 
church recently finished a study 
written by Brisco and Ford called 
“Missional Essentials: A Guide for 
Experiencing God’s Mission in Your 
Life.”

“The mis-
sional think-
ing is start-
ing to trans-
form a lot of 
our church 
m e m b e r s . 
… It’s really 
changing the 
dynamics in 
our church as 
far as doing 
ministry,” he 
said, adding 
that the Mis-
sional Quest 
event gave 
them even more information and 
ideas to take home.

Ron Pierce, children’s pastor at 
First Baptist Church, Cabot, said he 
can take what he learned at the con-
ference and apply it immediately.

“The hard thing about this con-
cept is that you can’t just take it 
back and add it to everything you’re 
already doing at church,” he said. 
“It involves a change in mindset, in 
ministry and mission and how you 

do things. It becomes an integral 
part of what you’re doing, not just 
an extra thing that you start doing.”

He pointed out that the lost 
world doesn’t care about the type 
of music played in church or what 

time a service 
starts and 
that those 
things won’t 
draw those 
people to a 
church.

“We have 
to go to them 
– whether 
it’s children, 
adults, single 
people, teen-
agers – we 
have to go 
out and go 
where they 

live, into what they do, and let them 
see Christ through us. And that’s 
exactly what they’re teaching here.”

“The event was amazing,” said 
McClung. “I can’t think of an event 
I’ve been a part of where there 
were no negative comments. We 
were blown away by the comments 
we heard. I can’t wait to see what 
God does with this event from here. 
We’re really looking for some amaz-
ing things to happen in the state.”

Ken Sanders (right), member of Central Baptist Church, 
North Little Rock, listens to church planter Lance Ford speak 
at the Missional Quest One Day event.
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Annie Armstrong
Lucas Aube (left), church planter and pastor of Encounter Church in 
Canada, visits with student Malcolm Buckle at a weekly free dinner for 
college students in Lennoxville, Quebec, Canada. Aube is one of six mis-
sionaries featured this year in the North American Mission Board’s 2014 
promotion of the Annie Armstrong Easter Offering for North American 
Missions. The Week of Prayer for North American Missions is March 2-9.
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