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Ark. couple sues 
over Glorieta sale
NASHVILLE – An Arkansas couple has named 
the Southern Baptist Convention (SBC), its Ex-
ecutive Committee, LifeWay Christian Resourc-
es and a long list of trustees and staff members 
in a lawsuit over the sale of the Glorieta Confer-
ence Center to Christian ministry Glorieta 2.0.

The lawsuit, filed by Kirk and Susie Tompkins of 
Little Rock, claims the Glorieta property located east 

of Santa Fe, N.M., 
was not properly 
transferred from 
the SBC Executive 
Committee and 
deeded to LifeWay 
after the Execu-
tive Committee 
received it from 
the Baptist Con-
vention of New 
Mexico in 1950.

The Tompkins, who lease property at Glorieta, con-
tend that the original 1950 warranty deed from the New 
Mexico convention remains the only deed on record in 
Santa Fe County and no transfer of deed is recorded.

The lawsuit asserts that LifeWay Christian Resourc-
es erred in approving the sale of the property to the 
camping ministry Glorieta 2.0 in June because, as the 
Tompkins contend, an affirmative vote by messengers 

See GLORIETA page 3

ACP bene� ts ABSC churches in numerous ways
CHURCH TECH

Jessica Vanderpool
Arkansas Baptist News

NUMBERS might not sound excit-
ing, but they are often very helpful – 
especially in the work of the church.

This is the case for the Annual 
Church Profile (ACP), a gathering 
of statistical data from each Arkan-
sas Baptist church that is used by 
churches, associations, the Arkansas 
Baptist State Convention (ABSC) 
and the Southern Baptist Conven-
tion to identify trends and help 
churches.

Every September, Arkansas Bap-
tist churches are asked to fill out the 
ACP, which focuses on information 
such as church membership totals, 
Sunday school and worship atten-
dance, baptism numbers and some 
financial data. This year, the form 
has been condensed into 13 ques-
tions.

“The ACP is a valuable tool for 
churches, associations and state con-
ventions,” said Jimmie Sheffield, 
ABSC interim associate executive 
director. “It can be compared to the 
vitals that a doctor takes when try-

ing to assess the physical condition 
of a patient. You can look at the 
statistics of a church and somewhat 
determine the health of a church. 
One must always remember, how-
ever, that the ACP is a snapshot of a 
church at the moment.”

He said the ACP allows one 
to see both positive and negative 
trends, which helps leaders from the 
church, association or convention 
determine ways to help a church. 
It also “provides insights to church 
problems,” information that allows 
association and convention leaders 

to determine what steps or processes 
may help a declining church. In ad-
dition, the information provided by 
the ACP “can also be used to help a 
church as it wrestles with its mission, 
vision and core values.”

“Also, pastor search commit-
tees can examine the ACP stats of 
churches a prospective pastor served 
to determine the overall success of 
the pastor in leading the church to 
be on mission,” Sheffield added.

Verna Dame, ABSC business    

Condren in pursuit of Noah’s Ark
Caleb Yarbrough
Arkansas Baptist News

NORTH LITTLE ROCK – Throughout 
recorded history, people from around the 
world have searched for evidence of Noah’s 
Ark.

An Arkansas Baptist and a team of explor-
ers think they just may have found it.

Holt Condren, a member of The Summit 
Church in North Little Rock – along with a 
team of scientists, archeologists, geologists, 
ground penetrating radar experts, equipment 
managers and Kurdish aides – are currently 
traversing Mount Ararat in far eastern Tur-
key on a three-week expedition in search of 
Noah’s Ark. 

This marks the fifth year Condren has 
been the Lead Mountaineer for the Ark 
Search LLC team. Based on the group’s past 

findings, he is not only optimistic that the 
team has located the Ark, but hopes soon to 
prove it.

The beginning of a call
When Condren was 17 years old and liv-

ing at the parsonage of First Baptist Church, 
White Hall, where his father was pastor at 
the time, he saw a TV documentary about 
explorers searching for Noah’s Ark and was 
enthralled. 

It was then Condren said he felt God call-
ing him to join the search for the Ark. 

“Even at 17 I felt something inside of 
me saying, ‘You can do this,’” Condren ex-
claimed.

While he had grown up hunting, fish-
ing and enjoying the forests of rural Arkan-

Profiles in Faith

See ARK page 6

Arkansas Baptist missions benefit 
through the Dixie Jackson Arkansas 

Missions Offering. See story on Page 10.

See ACP page 2

Holt Condren sits in his Maumelle office, decorated with photos and gear from his adventures. Photo by Caleb Yarbrough
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Ouachita Baptist Univ. fall enrollment up 9 percent

affairs team member and database 
manager for the ABSC, explained 
that if churches complete the profile 
on a regular basis, they will be able 
to access valuable reports for their 
own church via the ACP website. 
By accessing these reports, they can 
track information like the number 
of baptisms and Sunday school at-
tendance across the years and mon-
etary gifts given and received in any 
given year. 

But the ACP can also be helpful 
in more serious situations, as Loui-
siana Baptist churches discovered 
following Hurricane Katrina and 
Hurricane Rita.

Shana Johnson of the Louisi-
ana Baptist Convention said when 
the storms hit, several churches, 
along with all their records, were 
destroyed. However, the state con-
vention was able to provide the 
churches with copies of their ACP 
forms for multiple years, which the 
churches then used as “proof of op-
eration” when working with banks 
and insurance companies. The ACP 
forms were also used to request fed-
eral assistance. She explained that 
churches that had not submitted an 
ACP form were not able to take ad-
vantage of this opportunity.

Dame said there have been simi-
lar instances in Arkansas when 
churches have been able to use in-
formation from the ACP to acquire 
financial assistance.

“In the case of a natural disaster, 
everything is destroyed,” she said. 
“The only thing a church has is what 
the state convention has to show, 
and the only way a state conven-
tion has something to show is if the 
church has given it to us. So all the 
information submitted is contained 
off-site and therefore is much more 
secure for a church.”

Dame added that not only do 
churches benefit from the ACP, but 
the convention benefits from it as 

well because they can use the data to 
determine how many pieces of mail 
– for the Lottie Moon Christmas 
Offering for International Missions, 
for example – should be sent to a 
particular church.

Dame and Gwen McCallister, 
ABSC executive support team mem-
ber, are available to help churches 

Trennis Henderson 
Ouachita Baptist University

ARKADELPHIA – Marking 
Ouachita Baptist University’s sec-
ond largest fall enrollment in more 
than a decade, Ouachita faculty and 
staff welcomed a total of 1,543 stu-
dents to classes this fall.

The 2013 fall semester total, 
which is a slight increase over last 
fall’s total, marks the fourth consec-
utive year the university’s fall enroll-
ment has exceeded 1,500 students. 
Additionally, this fall’s incoming 
freshman class topped 390, an in-
crease of more than 9 percent over 
the previous year.

“Once again the campus has 
come back to life as our students 
and faculty have returned to launch 
another promising academic year,” 
said Stan Poole, vice president for 

academic affairs. 
“We’re pleased with the sub-

stantial increase in the size of the 
freshman class, as well as our overall 
student head count, which topped 
1,500 for the fourth consecutive 
year.”

While “higher education across 
our state and nation faces enroll-
ment challenges,” Ouachita Presi-
dent Rex Horne said, “We are 
pleased at the slight growth over last 
year. We also can anticipate contin-
ued progress and growth due to on-
going enrollment strategies and new 
academic plans.”

As students began fall classes, the 
university community gathered in 
Jones Performing Arts Center for 
Ouachita’s annual Convocation 
Chapel.

Noting that Ouachita was “found-
ed and grounded by believers so 

many years ago,” Horne told stu-
dents.

“This university continually press-
es toward excellence in education. 
Our faculty is prepared, dedicated 
and serves with a sense of calling. 
You will benefit far beyond tuition 
dollars you pay and time you spend 
here. The greatest investment is not 
made by you but in you under the 
guidance of these faculty members 
seated before you. They will help 
you to be what you want to be – dif-
ference-makers,” he said.

Citing the death of longtime his-
tory professor Tom Auffenberg a few 
days earlier, Horne said, “Beside me 
is a chair with the academic regalia 
of Dr. Tom Auffenberg. Tom came 
to Ouachita 40 years ago, not much 
older than you are today.

“I asked for his regalia to be part 
of our convocation today as a re-

minder that Tom believed in this 
place and her people,” Horne re-
flected. 

“He came here; he lived here; he 
taught here. He exemplified what 
is best among our faculty and staff 
who serve here.”

Inviting first-year students, faculty 
and staff to stand, Horne conclud-
ed, “You are now a part of the legacy 
and life of Ouachita. You are walk-
ing on sacred ground where gen-
erations of men and women have 
served, studied and lived. You will 
never be the same because of this 
place.”

Ouachita, a liberal arts univer-
sity, is ranked nationally among 
America’s top colleges by U.S. News 
& World Report and Forbes magazines.

Trennis Henderson is vice president 
for communications at Ouachita Baptist 
University.

continued from page one
ACP

and answer their ACP-related ques-
tions, as well as to hold training ses-
sions for those involved in filling out 
the ACP. 

“We want to express our appre-
ciation to those in the churches and 
the association offices who work dil-
igently to compile the information 
and enter it electronically,” said Mc-

Callister. “We are always available to 
answer their questions and assist in 
any way we can.” 

For more information, email 
vdame@absc.org or gmccallister@
absc.org or call 800-838-2272, ext. 
5103. 

Contact Jessica Vanderpool at  
jessica@arkansasbaptist.org. 

WBC updates logo, enrollment grows
Brett Cooper
Williams Baptist College

WALNUT RIDGE – Williams 
Baptist College has unveiled a 
new look on its logos and publica-
tions. The new aesthetic package is 
the result of an extensive rebrand-
ing effort undertaken by the col-
lege over the past several months.

“Our new branding will not 
only help communicate our long-
standing reputation for quality, 
but express our image and story 
in a fresh and compelling way,” 
said Tom Jones, Williams’ presi-
dent. “We want everyone to ap-
preciate and be familiar with 
all we have to offer as a private, 
Christian liberal arts college.”

Williams worked with Jones-
boro marketing firm Doxa to 
develop its branding package.

“Williams Baptist College al-
ready has a strong brand by reputa-
tion. What we have done is refresh 
the brand identity by creating and 
implementing a better and more 
intentional management of the 
evidence that makes it a strong 
brand,” said Dana Kelley of Doxa.

The process began with a 
discovery phase of the existing 
Williams brand, accomplished 
through a series of interviews.

“The new Williams Baptist 
College brand identity is about 
the strength and the unique stu-
dent experience that emerges at 
the intersections of higher educa-
tion and faith, of spiritual life and 

academic life, of diverse cultures and 
the common ground of Christianity, 
just to name a few,” Kelley noted.

Enrollment up
Williams Baptist recorded its 

second largest freshman class in re-
cent history this fall. The influx of 
freshmen, coupled with increased 
numbers at off-campus extensions, 
helped Williams notch a slight in-
crease in its overall enrollment.

Total enrollment at Williams 
this fall is 574 students, compared 
to 566 last year. The number in-
cludes 156 freshmen on the main 
campus at Walnut Ridge, which is 
a 14 percent increase over last year.

“We are delighted with the num-
ber and the quality of students in 
this freshman class. This was only 

three students short of a record 
for us. Equally important, this 
group of freshmen is engaged 
and already working hard on 
their college education,” said 
Angela Flippo, vice president 
for enrollment management.

Williams’ headcount was also 
boosted by numbers at its off-
campus extensions, where 73 are 
enrolled this fall.  Williams offers 
courses at Bradford (Ark.), as well as 
Hoxie High School and Ridgefield 
Christian School in Jonesboro.

“Our admissions office is to be 
congratulated for a great job in re-
cruiting such a large and high-cali-
ber group of students,” said Jones. 

Brett Cooper is vice president for 
institutional advancement at Williams 
Baptist College.

Tom Jones, president of Williams Baptist College speaks at the school’s convocation in front of a 
projection of their newly redesigned logo. Photo by Grace Stoltz
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Inside Out uses music, art to minister

continued from page one

GLORIETA

Lisa Falknor
Arkansas Baptist News

FARMINGTON – Inside Out Music 
& Arts Studio owner Jacob Paul re-
peats the same story often. He tells it 
to radio stations and to newspapers. 
He shares it with bankers, lawyers, 
builders and housewives. 

The leaders of his church, First 
Baptist Church, Prairie Grove, want 
to hear what he has to say, too. 

“We’re behind him 100 percent 
and believe in the vision he has,” 
said Chris Marsh, a church leader.

“I want to provide the gift of 
music to 50 local kids from low in-
come families for a year,” explained 
the 28-year-old entrepreneur Paul. 
The dream from God began in an 
unlikely place – within the halls of a 
mental health center.

For five years, Paul, who has a psy-
chology degree from the University 
of Arkansas, worked at Ozark Guid-
ance Center in Fayetteville, redirect-
ing troubled youth. Yet, somewhere 
between therapeutic day sessions 
and outpatient services, the career 
musician found two surprising dif-
ferences between the distressed kids 
and those outside the program. 

“The kids that could play guitar 
or play an instrument … were able to 

process the world more optimistical-
ly and make better choices and have 
more confidence in life as compared 
to the kids that didn’t,” he said. 

Paul then made a bold career 
change reigniting a childhood pas-
sion – music.

“God called me to start the studio 
to not only give kids who are going 
through the most awkward and con-
fusing time of their lives encourage-
ment and someone to talk to, but I 
could also help them develop music 
in their lives, so they could have that 
incredible power of expression, too,” 
he said.

It wasn’t easy.
“To be honest, we almost lost our 

home a few times,” Paul wrote in a 
letter to supporters of the studio. 
“Utilities (were) shut off, and some-
times we weren’t sure what we’d 
have to eat the next day.”

Three years later, Inside Out Stu-
dio now reaches more than 100 stu-
dents with the gift of music. Seven 
teachers offer lessons in many areas.

“Through the relationships 
with our students, they find out 
pretty quickly that there’s a light in 
here,” said Paul, adding that all of 
his teachers are Christians. “I pray 
God’s presence every day that when 
people walk in, (they know) that this 

is a safe place where God is active 
and present and working.”

Paul is seeking supporters to pay 
for the build-out and pay for a non-
profit status for the ministry.

“I’ll add five teaching rooms and 
a bigger waiting room. Getting the 
nonprofit status will literally open 
the door wide for us to receive grants 
and scholarships from all over,” Paul 
said.

Total estimated cost including 
the build-out, teacher salaries, new 
instruments and nonprofit status is 
$55,000.

“I think there’s a big calling for 
the Church to be involved not just 
within their own doors, but to sup-
port the visions of the people that 
make up the Church,” said Paul.

“There are kids that are lost 
and confused and just wandering 
around,” Paul added. “They don’t 
know who they are. Not only does 
music help someone center them-
selves, but music was meant for God. 
We’re doing good things here.”

To hear Paul tell his story in his 
own words via video and for more 
information, visit www.insideout-
nwa.com.

Lisa Falknor is northwest regional 
correspondent for the Arkansas Baptist 
News.

to the SBC Annual Meeting is re-
quired for two consecutive years 
in order for a sale to commence. 

“(This is) not to mention the fact 
that the warranty deed for the 2,400 
acres valued around $40 million 
gives ownership to the Executive 
Committee of the Southern Baptist 
Convention of which LifeWay is an 
agency. LifeWay cannot give away for 
$1 (one dollar) what LifeWay does 
not have title to,” Kirk Tompkins 
told the Arkansas Baptist News (ABN).

“It’s my belief that when the 
truth comes out to the entire con-
vention and they realize what’s hap-
pening here that there will be a dif-
ferent scenario. I think that truth 
has just not surfaced,” Tompkins 
was quoted as saying in the Albu-
querque Journal newspaper Sept. 6.

The Journal reported the lawsuit 
also wants the SBC to do an investiga-
tion into LifeWay’s financial records. 

“We are suggesting the Glorieta 
Conference Center isn’t quite the fi-
nancial burden it has been represent-
ed to be,” Tompkins told the Journal.

Marty King, director of cor-
porate communications for Life-
Way, said in a statement, “We 
have proper deeds for all of Glo-
rieta and are confident Southern 
Baptist Convention approval is 
not required for this transaction.”

“LifeWay’s bylaws do require 
approval for such action by our 
SBC-elected board of trustees, and, 
LifeWay’s trustees approved dispo-
sition of the Glorieta property two 

years ago and the sale to Glorieta 
2.0 for a Christian camping min-
istry earlier this year,” King said.

Tompkins told the ABN he 
feels “LifeWay mislead the trust-
ees in failing to acknowledge Life-
Way does not own the $40 million 
property they voted to give away.”

The Tompkins want the sale 
of Glorieta, which is set to be fi-
nalized this month, to be put 
on hold until the SBC can 
vote on it in 2014 and 2015. 

Sixty-five churches, institutions 
and individuals own structures on 
lots at Glorieta but do not own the 
land – a practice started in 1952 
with 25-year nonrenewable leases. 
Most of the current leases expire 
this fall and, if not renewed, require 
leaseholders to vacate the properties.

Glorieta 2.0 has given leasehold-
ers several options: (1) compensa-
tion based on the size of each struc-
ture, ranging from a minimum of 
$40,000 to a maximum of $100,000; 
(2) a new 12-year lease (Tompkins 
pointed out the lease requires the 
donation of the home at the end 
of the 12-year lease, with the lease-
holder required to pay related 
fees, insurance and maintenance); 
(3) the opportunity for those who 
have been involved in ministry, in-
cluding pastors and missionaries, 
to become permanent residents 
of Glorieta and stay on campus 
as long as they are physically able 
(Tompkins said the agreement also 
allows Glorieta 2.0 to acquire “the 
home for any purpose”); or (4) do-
nation of their homes to Glorieta 
2.0 as a charitable contribution.

Leaseholders had until Sept. 
1 to choose one of the options, 

and the vast majority of them did, 
according to Glorieta 2.0’s ex-
ecutive director, Anthony Scott.

When LifeWay announced its 
trustees’ approval to sell Glorieta, 
it emphasized that a requirement of 
the sale was “that the new owners 
provide options that are fair, reason-
able and prudent for individuals and 
churches that lease land at Glorieta.”

The lawsuit contends that the 
options available to leasehold-
ers are not fair or reasonable and 
would cause irreparable harm.

Tompkins told the Journal that 
language referring to many of the 
private Glorieta residences by 
terms such as “cabins” is mislead-
ing to LifeWay trustees and others 
who aren’t familiar with the area. 
He said he pays insurance on his 
home setting its value at $382,000. 

LifeWay trustees, at their Au-
gust meeting, voted to add 140 
acres to the previously announced 
sale of Glorieta “to provide ad-
ditional incentive for Glorieta 2.0 
to increase compensation to those 
who have built cabins and made 
other improvements on leased 
property on the campus.” Those 
acres are not contiguous to the 
main property, and LifeWay had 
planned to market them separately.

Tompkins, who attended the 
University of New Mexico at Albu-
querque and was once member of 
First Baptist Church in Albuquer-
que, said he believes the “140 acres 
located across I-25 is 15 minutes 
from Santa Fe, N.M., is likely to 
yield $150 million to a developer.”

Compiled from reporting by the ABN, 
Baptist Press and a story published by 
the Albuquerque Journal.

McRaney named new
Md./Del. state exec
COLUMBIA, Md. (BP) – Will 
McRaney, 50, a former Florida 
Baptist church planting and evan-
gelism strategist and New Orleans 
Baptist Theological Seminary 
professor, has been elected execu-
tive director of the Baptist Con-
vention of Maryland/Delaware. 
McRaney replaces David Lee, 
who retired from the Columbia, 
Md.-based convention July 31.

ERLC unveils  website
on Moore inauguration  
WASHINGTON (BP) – With 
the inauguration of Russell 
D. Moore as its new president, 
the Southern Baptist Ethics & 
Religious Liberty Commission 
(ERLC) has unveiled a new web-
site and logo. The ERLC’s newly 
designed website went live Sept. 
10, the same day Moore was inau-
gurated in Washington, D.C., as 
the entity’s eighth president. The 
trustees elected Moore to lead 
the ERLC in March. He took of-
fice in June.

‘Duck Dynasty’ family
to do Christmas album
WEST MONROE, La. – The 
Robertson family from the hit 
A&E show “Duck Dynasty” will 
be helping celebrate the festive 
season with their own Christmas 
album, according to Christianity 
Today. The family already had 
hits with their book releases, and 
now they are planning their first 
music album with “Duck the 
Halls” out on Oct. 29. “Faith, 
family and ducks – in that 
order – have always been our 
priorities,” said Willie Robert-
son. “Christmas is an important 
holiday for us not only because 
of our strong faith, but also our 
holiday family traditions.”

‘Under God’ safe
for now, attorney says
THE INCLUSION of God in 
the Pledge of Allegiance has 
resisted numerous challenges 
over the years, and a lawyer who 
intervened on behalf of a fam-
ily in a suburban Massachusetts 
school district doesn’t expect that 
to change with a new challenge, 
NBC News reported. Eliminat-
ing “under God” would be “a 
major break with federal law,” 
said attorney Eric Rassbach, 
who is representing a family who 
wants it to remain.
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earth – ready to overcome obstacles 
and adversity to add more souls to 
the kingdom of God?

I am convinced the Razorbacks 
lost an all-important game in 2010 
to Alabama in the fourth quarter 

at Fayetteville due 
to inadequate 
conditioning. The 
Hogs just didn’t 
have enough fuel in 
the tank when the 
Tide continued to 
pound the football 
at them, and even-

tually lost the game 20-24.
In comparison, the Church 

should continually train and condi-
tion Jesus’ “boots on the ground” 
for service through evangelism 
training, instruction on sharing 
one’s faith and by offering opportu-
nities to members to serve on mis-
sions and evangelistic teams.

Now is not the time to “run out 
of fuel” before completing our 

T here are a lot of things to like 
about Bret Bielema and the 

style of winning football that he has 
brought to the Arkansas Razorbacks 
program.

One of the things I like about 
Bielema is that he 
emphasizes player 
conditioning, 
which allows them 
to play their best 
at critical times, 
such as the fourth 
quarter.

So what does 
this have to do with the Church?

There is little doubt in my mind 
that the Church of the 21st century 
is living in the “fourth quarter.” 
It won’t be long before Jesus will 
return and take those who have 
trusted in Him to heaven.

My questions is this: As Christ-
followers, are we conditioning 
ourselves as if it were the fourth 
quarter of our mission here on 

Let’s be there in the 4th quarter
Cartoon by Gary Thomas   
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earthly assignment to bring as many 
folks to heaven with us as possible – 
and perhaps hear Jesus say, “Thanks 

for being there in the fourth quar-
ter! Well done, faithful servant!”

Tim Yarbrough is editor of the ABN.

VIEWPOINT

Richard Foster
 Grace Baptist Church, Camden

Is religious freedom still important? 
Our court system has cre-

ated bewildering confusion 
about where the line should be 
drawn between Church and state. 
Public displays of the Ten Com-
mandments, prayers, crosses and 
Nativity scenes are prohibited or 
allowed in frustratingly unpre-
dictable rulings. Is this evidence 
that religious freedom has failed?  

Despite the turmoil, religious 
freedom in America is a mile-
stone worth defending. No reli-
gious freedom means no political 
freedom. Spiritual beliefs are 
more fundamental than political 
convictions. It is true that En-
lightenment philosophers made 
important contributions to the 
American experiment in liberty, 
but religious freedom is the un-
derpinning for political liberty.  

Religious freedom was cham-
pioned by Christians who saw 
in Jesus’ ministry as the basis for 
providing religious liberty to ev-
eryone. Jesus revealed two corner-
stone principles that undergird 
a uniquely Christian concept of 
religious liberty.  

First, Jesus practiced freedom 
of conscience. A rich young ruler 
asked Jesus how to inherit eternal 

life. Jesus instructed him to give 
everything to the poor and follow 
Him. The man declined, so Jesus 
let the man go – with no coercion.  

Proponents of religious freedom 
in early America also believed in 
freedom of conscience, and so they 
worked to protect 
everyone’s right to 
their own religious 
convictions. They 
rejected the notion 
of state power being 
used to punish peo-
ple for their beliefs 
or force them to support a particu-
lar religion.  

Jesus’ second cornerstone prin-
cipal is that two kingdoms coexist 
in this age, both endorsed by God: 
Church and state. Jesus’ enemies 
wanted to trap Him into incrimi-
nating Himself. Once they ques-
tioned Him about Roman taxes. 
After noting whose inscription was 
on Roman coins, Jesus said, “Then 
render to Caesar the things that 
are Caesar’s; and to God the things 
that are God’s” (Matt. 22:21).  

Falsely accused of being a threat 
to the government, Jesus faced the 
governor. Pilate asked him, “Are 
you a king?” Jesus said, “Yes,” but 

of a kingdom not of this world, one 
that does not fight as this world’s 
kingdoms do, one that relies on 
proclaiming truth.  

Jesus refused to use any coercion, 
state or otherwise, to force people 
into following Him. After all, 

forced conver-
sion is not true 
conversion. 
But Jesus also 
recognized the 
authority of the 
state to enforce 
law and order, 

even to the point of submitting to 
Pilate.  

Christians in America fought 
for religious freedom that reflects 
Jesus’ principle of two kingdoms. 
The state has no right to govern the 
religious beliefs and practices of its 
citizens. The Church has no man-
date to enforce law and order. But 
the confusion continues.  

Is religious freedom still impor-
tant? Perhaps Americans are com-
placent about the value of freedom 
because we have no memory of the 
stockades, fines and bloodshed. 
Maybe those who have never en-
dured violent religious oppression 
cannot measure the true value of 

religious liberty.  
Or maybe Americans assume 

that religious freedom is assured.  
But freedom gained may not be 
freedom retained.  The confus-
ing court cases in the U.S. are 
evidence that religious freedom 
is uncertain, open to conflicting 
interpretations by various groups 
with divergent viewpoints.  

Despite strong convictions 
about freedom, Christians ironi-
cally have referred to themselves 
as slaves. But the Master is not 
the state, a political leader or 
even a religious institution. The 
Master is Jesus. It may seem coun-
terintuitive, but true freedom 
comes from service, as long as the 
Ruler is Christ.  

Religious freedom in America 
is precious, but precarious. Nev-
ertheless, true and lasting free-
dom is available to anyone who 
follows Jesus. Let’s not give up 
on religious freedom in America, 
but let’s remember that our great-
est liberty comes by God’s grace 
through faith in the Crucified 
One; and no human lawmaker 
can take that away.

Richard Foster is pastor of Grace 
Baptist Church in Camden.

PRESSING 
ON 

Tim Yarbrough
Phil. 3:14
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A s fall and the return of school get into full swing, I 
hope you are making plans to attend this year’s Ar-

kansas Baptist State Convention in Rogers. It has been 
a wonderful year in Arkansas, and we have much to 
thank the Lord Jesus for as we come together. I would 
also like to ask a personal favor this year – please en-
courage a friend to attend with you. Bring a friend who 
does not come or has not attended in several years. 

The annual meeting is an important event and vital 
to our Arkansas Baptist life. It provides both direction 
and connection for us as Arkansas Baptists. We have a 
strong unity and focus on evangelism. 
Our culture is greatly enhanced when 
we come together to affirm that pas-
sion. In fact, the theme for this year 
is “Together.” People sometimes ask 
the question, “Why do I need to at-
tend? We give and help out. Isn’t that 
enough?” The answer to that question 
is definitely, “NO!” “Together” is 
more than just a call to work. “To-
gether” means gathering and serving. 

When someone asks the question, tell them, “Be-
cause Jesus taught us to come together.” One example 
is tucked away in Mark 6:30. Jesus had sent the apostles 
out on mission – two by two – to witness and minister. 
They had learned, seen and done much. They returned 
and “the apostles gathered together with Jesus; and they 
reported to Him all that they had done and taught. 
And He said to them, ‘Come away by yourselves to a 
secluded place and rest a while.’” This is a picture of 
Together.

It is not hard to surmise why Jesus gave us this pic-
ture. First, they gathered with Jesus as their Lord and 
reported everything to Him. He already knew all and 
did not need the information. They reported to Him 
as an act of praise. They worshipped with Him about 
what happened in His name and by His power. The an-
nual meeting is just such a time. God has done much 
this year, and He deserves our praise. He deserves to 
be honored for what has happened in His name and 
power. Together we will glorify Him. 

Jesus also knew there would be many lessons from 
their ministry to be shared among them all. We learn 
and equip ourselves when we come Together. This year 
we will focus more than ever on ministry. We will hear 
from church planters, hear testimonies from one-day 

mission trips and hear practical instruction on reach-
ing people. We have added a panel discussion to this 
year’s program for more emphasis on actual ministry. 
The days of business meetings are gone! This year we 
will talk about real ministry – equipped and motivated 
Together. 

Jesus also knew how draining ministry could be. He 
used this time to draw them away to recharge. The an-
nual meeting provides one of the best times of recharg-
ing every year. We reconnect and recharge through 
fellowship, worship and feeding on the Word Together. 

Simply put: We need you, and you 
need us. Together is how we recharge. 

Finally, Jesus wanted them to share 
these testimonies together. Mark 
focuses on how much effort Jesus 
put into training the apostles to take 
on the role of gospel ministry. Here 
Jesus has them share their stories To-
gether for a particular reason. They 
went out in small groups but came 
back to share all that happened so 

everyone would know all of the stories. Why? I believe 
it was so they would learn to recognize that ministry is a 
kingdom endeavor and not a small, individual project. 
He wanted them to understand they were not the only 
ones reaching out. Instead, they would be a part of 
something grander, something God-sized. We must be 
reminded ministry is not just a local project in our part 
of the world. It is more than just what happens through 
our group of two on our road. We are part of the army 
of God “going into all the world.”

Arkansas Baptists are doing many incredible min-
istries in the power of Jesus. Your church is part of 
“twos” reaching across our state in myriad ways. Think 
of how God could broaden the vision of your church by 
learning what we all are doing Together. Think of how 
empowering it is to your church to grasp a true sense of 
what happens when their “two” is combined with all of 
the other “twos.” “Together” reminds us we are blessed 
to be part of a supernaturally powered, life-changing 
movement of the gospel through God’s people. 

Please join us and encourage a friend or church 
member to come this year. Be with us this year as we 
“gather Together.”   

Greg Addison is president of the Arkansas Baptist State 
Convention and pastor of First Baptist Church, Cabot.

We reach Arkansas ‘Together’ 

Gore

Baptists Ask

President’s
PersPective

Greg Addison

Jesus commanded His follow-
ers to forgive.  True worship 

can only begin when His follow-
ers forgive one another (Matt. 
5:23-24).  If He required His 
disciples to love their enemies 
(Matt. 5:44), they should espe-
cially love their friends.  

Forgiveness is not easy; in 
fact, it is 
impossible 
without 
knowing 
Christ’s 
forgiveness.  
When fac-
ing difficulty 
forgiving 
others, 
Christians should remember 
five things.

First, people are human.  
Everyone makes mistakes, and 
no one will ever live up to every-
one’s expectations all the time.  
Even the best of friends at times 
cause pain, and they will fail.  

Second, forgiveness can only 
happen when believers remem-
ber what it means to be forgiven. 
While Christians may some-
times demand fairness or even 
revenge, these emotions only 
imprison them. In two places 
(Matt. 6:12 and 18:21-35), Jesus 
notes that if individuals don’t 
forgive others, God won’t for-
give them. In other words, they 
really do not understand the 
power of grace and forgiveness 
in their lives.

Third, “forgive” does not nec-
essarily mean “forget.” Humans 
are complex beings, and it is 
not easy for anyone to forget the 
past. When God forgives, He no 
longer holds believers  hostage 
to their sin, but moves beyond 
it. God calls Christians to for-
give in the same manner.

Fourth, forgiveness is a pro-
cess. While some Christians can 
forgive and move on immedi-
ately, it may take months – even 
years – for others to do so. Res-
toration takes time and trust.  
The point is that the process has 
begun.

Fifth, prayer is important.  
Forgiveness can only begin if 
believers hand their grievances 
over to God. The Holy Spirit 
then will move into the hearts of 
all involved.

It is not easy to forgive, but 
through the Lord, it is possible.

Ken Gore is chair of the depart-
ment of Christian studies at Wil-
liams Baptist College in Walnut 
Ridge. To submit a question, email 
tim@arkansasbaptist.org.

Jesus told His followers to 
forgive, but it’s difficult  
for me to forgive my close  
friend. What can I do?

A ‘life intersection’ with Glen Campbell
M any people who make a profound impact 

on our lives are those with whom we spend 
many years. However, sometimes there are lives that 
intersect our own for just a few moments that make 
a huge impact. One of those for me was Glen Camp-
bell.

“So, Glen, how about that interview?” I asked as 
we finished our cake and ice cream at Campbell’s 
mother’s 80th birthday part at 
her home in Delight.

It was the fall of 1988. The year 
prior I started classes at Ouachita 
Baptist University. I was sales and 
promotions manager of KJKK 
in Murfreesboro and a part-time 
youth minister at a local church.  

Glen did a 30-minute interview 
and some promotional spots for 
our station. After some conversation, he said, “OK, 
Eric, it’s my turn to interview you.”

“Eric, if you were to die today, do you know for cer-
tain that you would go to heaven?” Glen asked. “Tell 
me what you’re talking about,” I replied. He said he 
chased fame, money, success and women seeking 
contentment in life. “I even tried giving something 
to God. You see that pretty little church over there?” 
he pointed out the window. “I wrote a check so they 
could build it. Made me feel good for a little while, 

but the ‘feel good’ wore off after about six months. 
But, I recently gave my whole life to Jesus – He 
doesn’t wear off! Have you ever done that?” “Yes,” I 
said with a smile, “My dad is a pastor …” He inter-
rupted, “I didn’t ask you who your daddy is. Have 
you ever given your life to Jesus?” “Yes,” I replied, 
“In addition to working at the station, I am actually 
a youth minister …”  “I don’t care what your job is,” 

he interrupted again. “Do you know 
Jesus?”  

He persisted until I told him how, 
when and where I was saved. Then 
he said, “So, are you chasing your 
own dreams or following Jesus?” His 
question burned into my soul. I felt 
I was serving God while feeding my 
ego in the broadcasting industry. 
Glen said he no longer allowed 

music and audiences to define him and Jesus was his 
source of strength and self worth. “If it is more im-
portant than God, you have to walk away,” he said.

I did walk away from broadcasting – not because it 
was inherently bad – but because it defined my life 
more than God did. Since that day, media has be-
come a tool, a means to communicate, rather for my 
ego. Thanks, Glen! Thanks, God!

Eric W. Ramsey is president of TCWM, based in Moun-
tainburg.

Answering
the cAll

Eric Ramsey
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continued from page one
ARK
sas, climbing a mountain halfway 
around the world was quite a differ-
ent story. He brushed off the calling, 
thinking he was too young, idealistic 
and inexperienced to undergo such 
a massive endeavor.

Then, 20 years later at the age 
of 37, Condren saw the same doc-
umentary again and embraced his 
calling.

“I felt the same voice inside of me 
saying, ‘Will you join me for this?’” 
he said.

Condren began trying to identify 
a way to make himself useful as a 
member of an Ark expedition team. 
He was not a scientist or an arche-
ologist; but he was an experienced 
outdoorsman.

He took the skills he had honed 
through years living in rural Arkan-
sas to the next level in an attempt 
to prepare himself to play a role 
on an Ark expedition team. He re-
ceived training as a wilderness first 
responder, spent four weeks by him-
self in the wilderness of north cen-
tral Arkansas and was trained as a 
mountaineer.

God eventually led him to join 
Ark Search LLC’s inaugural search 
team in 2008. Condren said that 
through his search for the Ark, God 
taught him the importance of fully 
pursuing the Lord’s will for his life.

“My life, my Ararat search, my 
entrepreneurial journey and other 
things that I have done in life are 
examples of the fact that God can 
take an ordinary guy who grew up 
in a small town, was the son of a pas-
tor of a small church, had no money 
and can use you for extraordinary 
things. But you have got to be will-
ing to walk this faith journey,” said 
Condren.

“God designed you specifically 
for certain things, but people tend 
to live real conservative and they 
don’t take chances and try to avoid 
things that will put them at risk or 
where they have to exercise faith. My 
ministry to men is just to encourage 
them to embrace this extraordinary 
life that God has called them to,” 
he said.

‘Surf the Woods’
Condren said his recently re-

leased book, “Surf the Woods,” is 
an attempt to put into print his pas-
sion for pushing men to forget what 
he calls the “safe zone” and live the 
lives God has in store for them. (The 
book was reviewed in the May 30 
edition of the Arkansas Baptist News
and, the review can be read online at 
www.arkansasbaptist.org/reviews).

“In the book, I tell a lot of sto-
ries about my Ararat search and also 
some of my other adventures in the 
woods that draw men into the book. 
But then I bring key principles out 
of them,” said Condren.

The search for Noah’s Ark
There have been explorers search-

ing for Noah’s Ark for hundreds of 
years, with many claiming to have 

found it and others making up fan-
tastic stories that have given fuel to 
countless detractors and skeptics. 

In October 2009, a group called 
Noah’s Ark Ministries International 
(NAMI) claimed to have found re-
mains of what appeared to be No-
ah’s Ark. 

However, upon researching the 
evidence NAMI provided, Randall 
Price and Don Patton, two of the 
men who started the Ark Search 
LLC, found no 
evidence that 
the Ark had 
been found and 
released a re-
port highlight-
ing evidence 
that definitively 
disproved the 
group’s claims.

While Con-
dren’s team 
is made up of 
Christians who 
believe in the 
historicity of 
Noah’s Ark 
based on the 
biblical account,  
he said they are 
not happy with 
simply “find-
ing” the Ark. If 
indeed the Ark 
is buried atop 
Mount Ararat, 
they believe they 
should be able to prove it using 
modern, peer reviewable science – 
leaving no room for doubt.

“Some of the team would say that 
we already have enough evidence to 
show that there is something organ-
ic and large there,” said Condren. 
“Nothing wooden would be this 
high up above what is called “tree 
line,” unless it were put there. Noth-
ing can grow above 12,000 feet or so. 
The air is simply too thin,” he said.

“So we’ve been accumulating 

evidence and mapping the struc-
ture and so forth, just trying to get 
enough evidence, but what we are 
still missing is a piece of it (the Ark). 
So we continue to go back, trying to 
get to it,” he said.

A casual observer may wonder 
why the team doesn’t use heavy 
equipment to excavate the dense 
and icy mountain soil. Condren said 
the answer is simple: Anything the 
team uses to dig has to be carried up 

the mountain by hand.
“We have to carry it on our backs. 

You can’t take a helicopter up there 
and drop off all this (heavy equip-
ment). You can’t set off electronic 
charges and blow up pieces of the 
mountain because Turkey won’t 
allow that. If you took a helicopter 
up there, the PKK (Kurdistan Work-
ers’ Party or Partiya Karkerên Kurd-
istan) would shoot it out of the air,” 
said Condren. “We use horses from 
7,000 feet to 14,000 feet. And from 

14,000 feet up to 17,000 feet, you 
carry it on your back. … It is just 
limiting to what you can do.”

While the group’s adventure may 
sound like something out of an Indi-
ana Jones movie, Condren stressed 
that unlike in the movies, the dan-
ger involved in the team’s search is 
very real.

The high elevations at which 
the team ascends provide extreme 
weather and difficult passage. How-

ever, the elements 
are only one of 
the obstacles the 
group faces. 

The PKK, a 
Kurdish mili-
tia force often 
categorized as 
a terrorist orga-
nization, roams 
Mount Ararat. 
On one of the 
team’s past expe-
ditions, the PKK 
took a Kurdish 
support member 
hostage and later 
killed him.

Condren said 
the danger and 
extreme commit-
ment necessary to 
search for Noah’s 
Ark are symbols 
of the risks he 
pushes men to 
take in their ev-

eryday lives. 
While not every man is called to 

climb a Turkish mountain in search 
of an ancient biblical artifact, Con-
dren believes God has incredible 
plans for every man who chooses to 
follow Him.

For more information on “Surf 
the Woods” and TrailblazeNow, 
Condren’s mens ministry, visit www.
trailblazenow.org.

Contact Caleb Yarbrough at caleb@
arkansasbaptist.org.

Holt Condren (above left and below) ascends Mount Ararat in far eastern Turkey as part of a team of scientists and researchers searching for evidence of 
Noah’s Ark. Condren, a lifelong Arkansas Baptist, has been the lead mountaineer for Ark Search LLC since its inception in 2008.
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SBC chaplaincy guidelines reflect gay policy change
ALPHARETTA, Ga. (BP) – The 
North American Mission Board 
(NAMB) has issued new guidelines 
for Southern Baptist military chap-
lains in light of the U.S. military’s 
recognition of same-sex marriage.

The guidelines reiterate Southern 
Baptist doctrine and the expectation 
that Southern Baptist Convention 
(SBC) chaplains will not participate 
in or attend wedding ceremonies for 
gay members of the military.

“Our chaplains want to uphold 
the authority and relevancy of Scrip-
ture while continuing to serve in 
a very diverse setting,” said Doug 
Carver, the retired Army major gen-
eral who leads NAMB’s chaplaincy 
efforts. 

“We believe these updated guide-
lines will help them do that while 
still sharing the love and the hope of 
Christ with everyone,” he said. 

The updated guidelines are being 
issued in response to the military’s 
repeal of “don’t ask, don’t tell” and 
the U.S. Supreme Court’s abolish-
ment of the Defense of Marriage 
Act. The U.S. military requires all 
chaplains to be endorsed by a recog-
nized denomination. NAMB serves 
as the endorsing entity on behalf of 
Southern Baptists.

The updated guidelines address 
four specific areas:

Doctrine – Chaplains will be ex-

pected to conduct their ministry in 
harmony with Article XVIII of the 
Baptist Faith and Message 2000: “All 
ministries regarding human sexual-
ity will reflect the historic, natural 
and biblical view of marriage as 
God’s lifelong gift of ‘the uniting 
of one man and one woman in cov-
enant commitment for a lifetime.’”

Pastoral care – The guidelines 
remind chaplains that Southern 
Baptists view all sexual immorality 
as sin that violates God’s biblical 
standards for purity and that “re-
sponsible pastoral care will seek to 
offer repentance and forgiveness, 
help and healing, and restoration 
through the mercy and grace of Jesus 
Christ’s sacrificial gift of love on the 
cross.”

Restrictions – The guidelines 
state that “NAMB-endorsed chap-
lains will not conduct or attend a 
wedding ceremony for any same-sex 
couple, bless such a union or per-
form counseling in support of such 
a union, assist or support paid con-
tractors or volunteers leading same-
sex relational events, nor offer any 
kind of relationship training or re-
treat, on or off of a military installa-
tion, that would give the appearance 
of accepting the homosexual lifestyle 
or sexual wrongdoing. This biblical 
prohibition remains in effect irre-
spective of any civil law authorizing 

same-sex marriage or benefits to the 
contrary.” Chaplains also are prohib-
ited from participating in jointly led 
worship services “with a chaplain, 
contractor or volunteer who person-
ally practices a homosexual lifestyle 
or affirms a homosexual lifestyle or 
such conduct.”

Pluralism – The guidelines ac-
knowledge that SBC chaplains 
serve in a pluralistic setting but 
expect, under U.S. Department of 
Defense guidelines, that the rights 
and freedoms of chaplains will be 
protected so they may “preach, teach 
and counsel in accordance with the 
tenets of their denominational faith 
group and their own religious con-
science.” 

In addition, chaplains are ex-
pected to “treat all service members, 
regardless of rank or behavior, with 
Christ-centered dignity, honor and 
respect while assisting the institu-
tional leadership in its religious 
mission requirements and respon-
sibilities as guaranteed by the First 
Amendment to the United States 
Constitution.”

“We are confident that our chap-
lains are already conducting their 
ministries with sound doctrine and 
in accordance to Baptist Faith and 
Message 2000,” Carver said. 

“These guidelines simply provide 
clarification on specific issues and 
give our chaplains the freedom and 
protection for their ministry. We 
are also obligated to communicate 
to U.S. military officials about the 
expectations we have for our chap-
lains.”

NAMB President Kevin Ezell ex-
pressed support for SBC military 
chaplains and emphasized the need 
for Southern Baptists to remember 
them in prayer.

“For many members of our mili-
tary – especially those deployed 
around the globe – our chaplains are 
the only pastors they have. That’s 
why it is so important that they up-
hold sound doctrine while showing 
everyone the love and forgiveness 
Jesus offers. 

“We all need to be committed to 
praying for them in these challeng-
ing days,” he said.
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C l a s s i f i e d s
PASTOR

Kern Heights Baptist Church is seeking a full-
time pastor. Send resume to 822 N. 9th, De-
Queen, AR 71832, Attn: Pastor Search Committee 
or khbc@windstream.net.

FBC, Horatio, completing intentional interim 
program, seeking full-time pastor. $30-$35K 
w/parsonage. Mail resume to TB Ray, 2301 N. 9th, 
De Queen, AR 71832 or email pastorsteve8800@
gmail.com.

Destiny Cowboy Church in central Arkansas 
is seeking a bi-vocational pastor. This indi-
vidual must adhere to the Western/cowboy culture. 
Please send resume to Pastor Search Team, P.O. Box 
3, Cabot, AR 72023.

First Baptist Church, Dardanelle, is seeking a 
full-time pastor. Please send resumes to Pastor 
Search Committee, 118 S. 2nd Street, Dardanelle, 
AR 72834, or email to FBCDardanelle@gmail.com 
by Oct. 31, 2013.

Temple Baptist Church is in search of a bi-
vocational pastor. Send resume by mail to 
Pastor Search Committee, 8601 Hwy. 67, Benton, 
AR 72015. Respond within 10 days. No resumes 
accepted after Nov. 1, 2013.

Is God calling you to rural Missouri? First Baptist 
Church (SBC) of Gainesville is seeking a full-time 
pastor. Send resumes to Pastor Search Commit-
tee, C/O First Baptist Church, P.O. Box 627, Gaines-
ville, MO 65655.

First Baptist Church, Manila, is seeking a full-
time pastor. We are a two-service, mission-
minded church. Please send resumes to calebfin-
ley@hotmail.com or to Manila First Baptist Church 
Pastor Search Committee, P.O. Box 1304, Manila, 
AR 72442.

Temple Baptist Church is in search of a bi-
vocational pastor. Please send resumes to 
Pastor Search Committee, P.O. Box 196, Waldron, 
AR 72958.

OTHER STAFF POSITIONS

Graves Memorial Baptist Church, North Little 
Rock, is prayerfully seeking a youth minister 
and a worship leader. Part-time or full-time 
dual ministry. For job descriptions, call 501-851-
1493.

First Baptist Church, Marion, is seeking full-
time minister of worship to lead a large, 
multifaceted worship ministry. Resumes and rec-
ommendations can be sent to Dr. Clay Hallmark, 
FBC, P.O. Box 6, Marion, AR 72364 or emailed to 
clay.hallmark@firstmarion.org.

FBC, Ozark, is seeking a mature, energetic 
youth minister. Send resumes to FBC Search 
Committee, P.O. Box 195, Ozark, AR 72949 or email 
tdfbc@centurytel.net.

First Baptist Church, Des Arc, is seeking a part-
time minister of music. Resumes may be sent 

to the church’s email address, fbcda@centurytel.
net, or mailing address, FBC, P.O. Box 578, Des Arc, 
AR 72040.

Ridgecrest Baptist Church, Benton, is seeking a 
bi-vocational youth minister. Send resumes 
to Youth Minister Search Team, Ridgecrest Baptist 
Church, 900 Ridge Road, Benton, AR 72015.

Bayou Meto Baptist Church is seeking a part-
time children’s minister. Responsible for a 
2-hour Sunday evening class during the school 
year. Summer responsibilities include a 2-hour class 
on Sunday evenings, a 2-hour class on Wednesday 
evenings, church camp and VBS. Please contact the 
church at 501-988-1966 for more specific details or 
send resume to Bayou Meto Baptist Church, 26200 
Hwy. 107, Jacksonville, AR 742076.

Union Avenue Baptist Church, Wynne, is seeking 
a bi-vocational associate pastor with re-
sponsibilities in music and young adults. 
Contact Pastor Gary Henson at ghenson_49
@hotmail.com or call 870-208-5990.

The exciting Bee Branch Baptist Church, Bee 
Branch, is seeking a bi-vocational youth min-
ister. Please contact 501-654-4158 for more in-
formation. 

First Baptist Church, Judsonia, is seeking a 
part-time minister of music. Email resumes 
to fbcjud@gmail.com or call 501-279-6748.

Formosa Baptist, Clinton, is prayerfully search-
ing for a part-time worship leader who can 
lead a blended service. Please send resumes or 

questions to billytreece@hotmail.com or Formosa 
Baptist Church, P.O. Box 1530, Clinton, AR 72031. 

Meridian Baptist Church, Jackson, Tenn., (www.
mbcjax.org) is seeking a full-time associate 
pastor of youth and recreation. Please 
email your resume to cooper_monte@yahoo.com. 
Application deadline is Oct. 25.

New Mexico Baptist Children’s Home is seeking 
a Christian couple to work as houseparents for 
a great group of kids. We offer a competitive salary 
with benefits plus room and board. If this is your 
calling, please contact Bill Marker at 575-359-
1254 or email bill.marker@nmbch.com.

MISCELLANEOUS

Needed: 25-passenger coach van/bus 
for transportation of senior saints and students 
in after-school program. Please call Pleasant Hill 
Baptist, 501-557-5153, or Steve Barnes, 501-860-
8747.

Do you need a church pianist? Try our 
piano CDs for congregational singing! Worship Ser-
vice Resources – hymns, choruses, Christmas, lyric 
slide DVDs. Free demo! Church discounts! www.
wsrpianocds.com or 877-977-6800.

First Baptist Church of Calico Rock is looking for 
a used school bus to transfer children to their 
WASH program. To help, please call 870-291-0994 
or email kevin@kevinbishop.org.

•Sept. 20-22: Camp-O-Rama for 
Boys/Girls’ Missions Get-Away – 
Spring Lake Camp, Lonsdale
•Sept. 23: Regional Training 
Missions Boot Camp – Bear 
Creek Springs Baptist Church, Har-
rison
•Sept. 26-27: Pastor/staff mo-
torcycle ride – Statewide

For more information on events, go to 
www.absc.org or call 800-838-2272.

ABSC
calendar

Literacy consultant named
CHERI MURPHY is serving as a 
new consultant for Arkansas Baptist 
literacy missions, effective immedi-
ately.

As a state literacy missions co-
ordinator, she will oversee helping 
churches and associations across the 
state do missions ministry through 
literacy, said Breck Freeman, Arkan-
sas Baptist State Convention (ABSC) 
missions ministries team member.

Murphy has already been trained 
in teaching children and youth, one 
of three areas on which literacy mis-

sions focuses, and has taught in that 
capacity for two years.

“Cheri is a joy to do ministry 
with, and we are so excited about 
her new role as ABSC literacy coor-
dinator,” said Freeman.

“The literacy leadership team has 
already trained over 100 volunteers 
this year in literacy missions,” he 
said.

Churches may contact Murphy 
for literacy missions assistance at 
870-866-1367 or Kahuna222@sud-
denlink.net.

Stewardship emphasis material available
MATERIAL for the 2014 steward-
ship emphasis – IMPACT: Seeking 
God’s Best – is currently available 
through the Arkansas Baptist State 
Convention (ABSC).

The stewardship resource features 
a CD and DVD that include a prep-
aration time line, age-graded Sunday 
school lesson, sermon ideas, music, 
drama sketches, resource layout and 

an overview presentation.
And for the first time, this year’s 

emphasis incorporates four formats 
– a format for four successive weeks, 
a two-Sunday format, a one-Sun-
day format and a weekend format. 
Churches choose which format will 
work best for them.

The 2014 emphasis is based on 
Joseph and 
his life of 
s t e w a r d -
ship, with 
the key 
verse being 
G e n e s i s 
50:20. The 
emphas i s 
m a t e r i a l 
points to how Joseph’s setbacks be-
came times for making an impact, 
and it encourages Christians to 
allow God to use them to make an 
impact through stewardship as well.

“The IMPACT stewardship re-
source is based on the whole-life 
stewardship of Joseph’s raw deals, 
wise choices and godly life,” said 
Denny Wright, ABSC leadership 
and worship team leader. “I urge 
pastors to take advantage of this 
excellent tool provided through the 
Cooperative Program.”

Though the resource is free to 
ABSC churches, it must be preor-
dered by Oct. 15. The material will 
then be mailed to churches in Janu-
ary. A preview of the stewardship re-
source is available at www.absc.org/
stewardship.

Churches may order the material 
via the same website or by calling 
501-376-4791, ext. 5114.

For more information, email 
Wright at dwright@absc.org.
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Baptist Book Store in Little Rock 
(now LifeWay Christian Store) after 
29 years. He is preceded in death 
by his parents, two brothers and a 
sister. He is survived by his wife of 
68 years, Bona Bauman, a son and 
three grandchildren. Services were 
held Aug. 30 at Geyer Springs First 
Baptist Church, Little Rock. Burial 
took place at the Lone Tree Cem-
etery in Stuttgart. 

Larry D. Beatty, 47, of Watson, 
died Sept. 5. He pastored Bethel 
Baptist Church, Gould, as well as 
several other churches throughout 
Arkansas, Oklahoma and Kansas. 
He also served as a full-time evange-
list. Beatty was an assistant funeral 
director with Griffin-Culpepper Fu-
neral Service. He is survived by his 
mother, a brother, two sons and two 
adopted sons. Funeral services were  
held Sept. 9 at Griffin-Culpepper 
Chapel in McGehee, followed by 
burial at Watson Cemetery in Wat-
son.

Happy Birthday!
to all the missionary kids attending college who are

 celebrating birthdays in the month of October.
◆ Oct. 4: Bethany Cummins, WBC, Box 3702, Walnut Ridge, AR 72476; 
 Asia. 
◆ Oct. 10: Melissa Smith, OBU Box 3444, Arkadelphia, AR 71998-0001; 
 Chile – Brazil. 
◆ Oct. 25: Michael Cortimilia, OBU Box 4254, Arkadelphia, AR 71998-0001; 
 Senegal. 
◆ Oct. 26: Ashley Bullington, OBU Box 4038, Arkadelphia, AR 71998-0001; 
 Dominican Republic. 
◆ Oct. 27: David Headrick, OBU Box 3490, Arkadelphia, AR 71998-0001; 
 Germany. 

First Baptist, Scranton, celebrates 45th anniversary
Jessica Vanderpool
Arkansas Baptist News

SCRANTON – Two families with 
a heart to begin a Southern Baptist 
church – such was the beginning of 
what is now First Baptist Church, 
Scranton. 

Originally a mission of First Bap-
tist Church, Paris, it was constituted 
as First Baptist Church, Scranton, in 
1968. Now, decades later, the church 
is still going strong and recently cel-
ebrated its 45th anniversary.

Throughout the years, the church 
has been served by a number of in-
dividuals, ranging from Bill Horne 
and Odell Spicer, whose families 
helped start the mission, and Guy 
Whitney Jr., a Ouachita Baptist Col-
lege (now Ouachita Baptist Univer-
sity) student who served as the mis-
sion’s first pastor, to Delbert Hill, 
who served as the first pastor of the 
constituted church, and Franklin 
Piercey, current pastor of the church. 
And these few represent numerous 
others who have served as pastors, 

deacons, leaders and members.
In the 1970s, First Baptist spon-

sored a mission – now First Baptist 
Church, Delaware – that came about 
as a result of a vacation Bible school 
the Scranton church conducted.

First Baptist has also continued 
to expand its own facilities, which in 
recent years has included the com-
pletion of a new sanctuary in 2003 
and a new family life center in 2012.

The church celebrated its an-
niversary during the Aug. 4 morn-
ing service, with Lynn Riley of the 

Arkansas Baptist State Convention 
evangelism and church growth team 
bringing the message. Several charter 
members also attended the service.

“Our hope is to continue to 
grow and to reach the community 
of Scranton with our various min-
istries,” said Piercey. He said the 
church is involved in ministries 
such as the Awana program, Sunday 
school, vacation Bible school and 
more.

Contact Jessica Vanderpool at  
jessica@arkansasbaptist.org.

tors, music and youth ministers have 
been invited to lead the church in 
celebrating this occasion. Efforts 
have been made to bring The New 
Life Singers, a vital ministry of the 
church for 20 years, together again 
to participate in the musical portion 
of the services. Mike Taylor, former 
pastor, will serve as evangelist for the 
church’s revival services Oct. 6-9. 

First Baptist Church, Salem, will 
hold its annual women’s conference 
from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Oct. 12, with 
Andrea Lennon of True Vine Minis-
try serving as speaker. Breakfast will 
begin at 8:15 a.m.

Scotland Baptist Church, Scot-
land, will celebrate its 140th anni-
versary Oct. 6. Former pastors and 
members are invited. For more in-
formation, call 501-592-3787.

Immanuel Baptist Church, 
Little Rock, will hold its first-ever 
Victory Car Show from 10 a.m. to 
3 p.m. Sept. 21. For more informa-
tion, email phillip@ibclr.org.

held Sept. 9 at Immanuel Baptist 
Church, Little Rock. He was pre-
ceded in death by his parents. He 
is survived by his wife of 66 years, 
Margaret Morgan; three children; a 
brother; seven grandchildren; two 
step grandchildren, and 18 great-
grandchildren.

Robert Henry Bauman, 89, of 
Russellville, formerly 
of Little Rock, died 
Aug. 27. He graduated 
from Moody Bible In-
stitute, Carson New-
man College and 
Southwestern Baptist 
Theological Seminary. 

He retired as the manager of the 

Glenn Hiram Morgan, 85, died 
Sept. 5. He graduated 
from Mississippi Col-
lege and earned his 
masters and doctor-
ate degrees from New 
Orleans Baptist Theo-
logical Seminary. He 
pastored churches in 

Louisiana, Mississippi and Arkan-
sas, which included two tenures 
totaling about 20 years as pastor of 
East Main Baptist Church, El Do-
rado. He also served about five years 
as pastor of First Baptist Church, 
Warren. A celebration of his life was 

Church life
First Baptist Church, Boonev-

ille, will celebrate its 145th anni-
versary Oct. 6 with morning and 
afternoon services. All former pas-

Obituaries

On the move
Denton Lewis is serving on the 

staff of Second Baptist Church, 
Monticello, as minister of music and 
youth leader.

OUR CHURCHES
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Jesus, being the sovereign Son of 
God, alone possesses and graciously 
displays divine, awe-inspiring power! 
This truth is set forth in four record-
ed encounters in John 4-6. Jesus 
displayed the power that gives life 
to the spiritually dead, saves sinners 
from eternal damna-
tion, heals the spiritu-
ally invalid and satisfies 
the spiritually starved. 
We will highlight these 
four truths in the next 
four lessons.

A conversation with 
a Samaritan woman at 
a well, recorded in John 
4, provided the back-
drop for the first display 
of Jesus’ power. Not 
even the thirst caused 
by traveling through the 
arid land distracted Jesus from His 
purpose. As their dialogue unfold-
ed, several features of Jesus’ display 
of life-giving power are noteworthy. 

First, Jesus is not restricted by cul-
tural or religious prejudice. This must 
stay at the forefront of our thinking 
today considering the growth of 
multicultural and multiethnic com-
munities. Despite the popular view 
that all religions end up at one God, 

the truth regarding Jesus’ sovereignty 
and the exclusive claims of the gos-
pel must penetrate differing cultures, 
races and religions.  

Jesus, secondly, always takes the 
initiative and challenges the self-
sufficiency of even the most un-

suspecting people. This 
woman did not know 
she would encounter 
the Messiah. But Jesus 
knew and took the ini-
tiative to engage her and 
reveal Himself to her. 
There was an apparent 
spiritual tension that 
existed in her heart. 
She was troubled yet 
unrepentant of her sin 
(John 4:16-19). Despite 
this, she continued in 
her daily way of life, still 

holding to her self-sufficient and 
warped spiritual views. 

Finally, Jesus cleared her spiritual 
fog, exposed her sin and revealed 
with all authority that He was the 
Promised One through a definitive 
act of revelation. Hence, the Word 
of God today remains the only com-
plete authority that accomplishes 
this same feat through the life-giving 
power of the gospel.

Steve Walter
pastor

Second Baptist
Jacksonville

When I was a child, I would get 
mad at my sister. I decided to get 
even with her by writing on her fa-
vorite doll. When my parents ques-
tioned me about this, I said it was 
not my fault. However, the truth is 
my actions in that situation were my 
fault. 

Our actions are our 
own desires (James 4:1). 
Many of our desires have 
selfish roots. 

James warned the be-
lievers their prayers were 
not being answered be-
cause of their selfish de-
sires (James 4:3). Their 
prayers were directed to-
ward their own pleasures 
and were not for God’s 
glory. 

James went on to 
call out the readers as 
adulterous people (James 4:4). He 
called them adulterous in that they 
were turning away from God. In the 
Book of James, James wanted the 
Jewish people to know they could 
not follow the world and also follow 
God. These two are not able to exist 
in the same area or person. James 
went on to explain that God desires 
our total attention and life (James 

4:5). Based on Proverbs 3:34, God 
gave and still gives His grace for fol-
lowers as they strived, and today still 
strive, to live a life following Him 
(James 4:6).

James presented a way out of self-
centered living in verses 7-10. As be-

lievers, we are to sub-
mit ourselves to God 
and resist the devil. 
James wanted believers 
to know growing clos-
er to God prevented 
them from living for 
themselves (James 4:8). 

In verse 9, James as-
sociated laughter with 
the world. People were 
not taking their sin se-
riously.

James 4:9 (NIV) 
says, “Grieve, mourn 
and wail. Change your 

laughter to mourning and your joy 
to gloom.”

As we come closer to God, we are 
able to understand God’s worthi-
ness, strength and His will for our 
lives. 

Our lives are to be lived for God 
in a humble spirit and God will 
support us spiritually and morally 
(James 4:10).   

Charity Gardner
member

Compass Church
Little Rock

John 4-6 records four displays of 
Jesus’ power. Today we highlight the 
second: the power to save.

Salvation that delivers sinners 
from the wrath of God, which they 
experience in hell, is completely the 
power of God. This 
power is displayed 
when a person repents 
and believes in Christ.  
This key feature of 
faith in Christ is illus-
trated in two contrast-
ing encounters with 
Jesus in John 4:39-54.

The first encounter 
(John 4:39-45) focuses 
on the truth that Jesus’ 
Word established in 
the hearts of many Sa-
maritans. The Samari-
tan woman who encountered Christ 
at the well (John 4:1-26) could not 
help but share her experience. Her 
testimony prompted others to plead 
for Christ to visit them in a personal 
way. He came to them and, through 
His word, brought many to faith.

The second encounter (John 4:46-
54) took place in Cana of Galilee 
with an official who petitioned for 
the Healer to come and heal his son. 
Jesus was not restricted by time and 

space in order to accomplish His 
purposes. Therefore, His instruction 
to go home called for an act of faith 
on the man’s part. He believed and 
obeyed the command. John records 
that Jesus, indeed, healed the son at 

the very moment He ut-
tered the command.

Both encounters re-
quired equal faith despite 
different circumstances. 
For the Samaritans, 
Jesus’ presence, coupled 
with His authoritative 
word, served as the vehi-
cle for their saving faith. 
For the troubled father, 
a miraculous sign, cou-
pled with a simple com-
mand to go, served as the 
channel whereby divine 

power was displayed and faith was 
expressed. Today, the power of God 
is equally displayed in awe-inspiring 
ways whether it is through the simple 
proclamation of His Word or dra-
matic displays of signs and wonders. 
We must never discredit the valid-
ity of saving faith expressed through 
the ordinary means of preaching the 
Word. Signs and wonders do not es-
tablish a more solid belief in Christ. 
Truth alone establishes saving faith!

Beginning with verses 1-6 of 
James 5, James was directing his 
statements toward people with 
wealth (James 5:1). These wealthy 
landowners seemed to be building 
their security around having money 
(James 5:3). During bib-
lical times, wealth was 
addressed in food (Luke 
12:18), clothing, and 
metal (Acts 20:33). 

James was vocal 
about how God felt 
about the rich and the 
injustices around them. 
James did not state 
that wealth is wrong, 
but rather addressed 
how the rich treated 
the poor and people 
around them. The rich 
had failed to pay their workers for 
a fair day’s work (James 5:4). God 
heard the cries of the people. James 
showed God cared for these by hear-
ing their prayer (James 5:4). The rich 
also created a life of “luxury and 
self-indulgences” (James 5:5), which 
created people who functioned in a 
state of greed. Lastly, the rich were 
practicing violence and murder 
against “innocent” people (James 
5:6). However, the poor were not 

fighting against them.
James’ response toward pain and 

suffering can be found in verses 7-11. 
He encouraged believers to be pa-
tient as they waited on Jesus’ return 
(James 5:7). James compared this 

to farming. Arkansans 
knows farming, wheth-
er it is rice, cotton, corn 
or raising stock. Be pa-
tient and stand strong 
in God, James wrote 
to the believers (James 
5:8). 

James gave three ex-
amples of people who 
were patient when 
suffering, including 
the prophets, believ-
ers around them and 
Job (James 5:10-11). 

Through these testimonies, James 
painted a picture of God being 
full of compassion and mercy. The 
prophets are known as the mouth-
piece of God. The prophets showed 
determination and patience when 
dealing with the Israelites and other 
people. Job persevered through tri-
als that were presented him. God 
took care of Job and was given the 
glory as He showed compassion and 
mercy. 

Charity Gardner
member

Compass Church
Little Rock

Steve Walter
pastor

Second Baptist
Jacksonville

The pressure of conflict 
JAMES 4:1-10

BIBLE STUDIES FOR LIFE:

The power to give life
JOHN 4:1-38 

EXPLORE THE BIBLE:

The power to save
JOHN 4:39-54 

EXPLORE THE BIBLE:

The pressure of retaliation  
JAMES 5:1-11

BIBLE STUDIES FOR LIFE:
OCTOBER 6, 2013

SEPTEMBER 29, 2013
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Hispanic Children’s and Youth Camp touches lives
LONSDALE – “¡Hola, bienvenidos 
al campamento!” Hello, welcome to 
camp! 

Students’ faces lit up in excite-
ment as they arrived at the Hispanic 
Children’s and Youth Camp held 
this summer at Spring Lake Baptist 
Assembly in Lonsdale.

“You could feel the excitement in 
the air; we had a variety of returning 
campers among brand new camp-
ers,” said Claudia 
Mendoza, camp 
director and wife 
of Pastor Manuel 
Mendoza of Misión 
Bautista Ebenezer in 
Russellville – a mis-
sion of First Baptist 
Church, Russellville.

A total of 109 
students and adults attended the 
camp’s children’s session July 29-31 
and youth session July 31-Aug. 2.

IDentity in Christ was this year’s 
theme for the camp, which is spon-
sored by the Arkansas Baptist State 
Convention (ABSC) missions minis-
tries team through the Dixie Jackson 
Arkansas Missions Offering, as well 
as by First Baptist, Russellville. Ricky 
Rogers, associate pastor of Primera 
Iglesia Bautista, Arkadelphia, served 
as guest speaker for the youth, chal-
lenging them to identify with Christ 
in all aspects of their lives. A num-
ber of speakers shared on the same 
topic during the children’s session 
of the camp.

“The purpose was to help chil-
dren and youth understand that 

when we become children of God, 
we become someone very special,” 
Mendoza said. “We were created 
with a special purpose, and we have 
to stand firm in who we believe in.”

This was the first year for the 
camp to be held in Lonsdale, and 
students enjoyed a variety of activi-
ties, including a visit to All People’s 
Village, an area of Spring Lake Bap-
tist Assembly where houses are built 

to resemble homes 
from various parts 
of the world.

F r a n c i s c o 
Gómez, ABSC 
missions minis-
tries team member 
and Hispanic min-
istries consultant 
for the conven-

tion, explained he enlisted speak-
ers to share information such as the 
religion, mission work, culture and 
prayer needs for each country repre-
sented by the houses.

“We learned about missionar-
ies, their work and their call,” said 
Gómez, adding, “Children prayed at 
each home.”

Along with visiting All People’s 
Village, Gómez said students took 
part in recreational activities, fellow-
ship and worship. And several chil-
dren and youth made key decisions, 
including three salvation decisions 
and five calls to ministry. In addi-
tion, four students were baptized 
during camp.

“For more than five years, the 
camp – along with other Hispanic 

missions events – has been spon-
sored by the Dixie Jackson Arkan-
sas Missions Offering,” said Gómez. 
“This support has been a blessing 
because it has impacted the lives 
of numerous children, and we 
have seen them grow in their spiri-
tual lives – and we have seen lead-
ers come out of the camp. And it 
wouldn’t have been possible without 
Dixie Jackson’s support.”

In addition to the children’s and 
youth camp, the convention holds 
a number of other events – many 

of which are also supported by the 
Dixie Jackson offering – for the His-
panic community. 

These include an annual retreat 
for Hispanic pastors, which was held 
in August; an annual conference for 
the Hispanic branch of the Arkan-
sas Woman’s Missionary Union 
(WMU) – la Unión Femenil Mis-
ionera (UFM); an annual Hispanic 
fellowship held at the time of the 
ABSC Annual Meeting and Church 
Planting Essentials seminars for His-
panic church planters.

ABN online
View a photo gallery 

of the Hispanic camp at
 www.arkansasbaptist.org/photo-gallery

Francisco Gómez (left), Arkansas Baptist State Convention missions ministries team member, 
prays with students at the Senegalese house during their tour of All People’s Village.

How to promote Dixie Jackson
HERE ARE some ideas to help you 
promote the Dixie Jackson Arkansas 
Missions Offering in  your church. 
Suggested week of prayer dates are 
Sept. 15-22.

1) Form a team to plan your 
church’s participation. Include 
your pastor, Woman’s Missionary 
Union (WMU) director, missions 
pastor and other missions advocates. 
In your planning group attempt to 
meet with staff and leaders of specif-
ic ministries to identify ways mem-
bers of different ages can participate.

2) Ask your pastor to plan a mis-
sion-focused worship experience, 
including a sermon based on the 
theme verses – Numbers 13:30 and 
14:5-9.

Numbers 13:30 (NIV) says, 
“Then Caleb silenced the people be-
fore Moses and said, ‘We should go 
up and take possession of the land, 
for we can certainly do it.’”

Numbers 14:5-9 (NIV) says, 
“Then Moses and Aaron fell face-
down in front of the whole Israelite 
assembly gathered there. Joshua son 
of Nun and Caleb son of Jephun-
neh, who were among those who 
had explored the land, tore their 
clothes and said to the entire Isra-
elite assembly, ‘The land we passed 
through and explored is exceedingly 
good. If the LORD is pleased with 
us, he will lead us into that land, a 

land flowing with milk and honey, 
and will give it to us. Only do not 
rebel against the LORD. And do not 
be afraid of the people of the land, 
because we will devour them. Their 
protection is gone, but the LORD is 
with us. Do not be afraid of them.’” 

3) Share segments of the Dixie 
Jackson DVD in worship services 
in September. The DVD contains 
five segments in English and one 
segment in Spanish. 

4) Enlist a mission speaker from 
the Arkansas Baptist State Conven-
tion (ABSC) by contacting the mis-
sions ministries team or missions 
support team at 800-838-2272.

5) Enlist leaders for age-level 
studies or to speak to specific 
groups.

6) Order additional resources 
as needed. Additional planning 
guides, prayer guides and posters 
are available through the ABSC mis-
sions support team.

7) If a member of your church 
has participated in an Arkansas 
mission project, ask that person to 
share their experience.

8) Track your offering progress 
using a visual. It is helpful to com-
municate progress to the members 
and have a big celebration when you 
reach your goal.

For more information on the Dixie 
Jackson offering, visit www.absc.org.
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Delta Connection
Men from throughout the Arkansas Delta met for 
an informational meeting Sept. 10 just outside 
Helena-West Helena regarding Delta Connection, 
a program started by the Arkansas Baptist State 
Convention (ABSC) in response to the need for 
theological education in the area. J.D. "Sonny" 
Tucker, ABSC executive director, spoke to the group 
over a dinner of barbecue. Thirteen men registered 
for the program's first eight-week course, which 
will be taught by various Arkansas Baptist pastors 
and leaders. 
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“Now we ask you, brothers, to give 
recognition to those who labor among 
you and lead you in the Lord and 
admonish you ...”

– 1 Thess. 5:12 (HCSB)

Honor your pastor during Pastor 
Appreciation Month in October.
www.arkansasbaptist.org/pastorappreciation
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