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$2.3 million residence hall fills 
need at Williams Baptist College

WBC dedicates 
Belle Hall
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Digest
Stories of interest 

to Arkansas Baptists 

NASHVILLE, Tenn. (BP) 
– Contributions to South-
ern Baptist Convention 
(SBC) national and in-
ternational missions and 
ministries received by the 
SBC Executive Commit-
tee in November were 0.05 
percent below the first two 
months of last year’s SBC 
fiscal year, and 5.67 per-
cent below the projected 
budget for the first two 
months of the current fis-
cal year, according to SBC 
Executive Committee 
(EC) President and CEO 
Frank Page.

As of Nov. 30, gifts 
received by the EC for 
distribution through the 
Cooperative Program 
(CP) Allocation Budget 
totaled $30,185,535.65, 
or $14,018.60 below the 
$30,199,554.25 received 
through November 2016. 
The two-month total is 
$1,814,464.35 below the 
$32,000,000 year-to-date 
allocation budget projec-
tion to support Southern 
Baptist ministries globally 
and across North America.

The CP is Southern 
Baptists’ channel of giving, 
begun in 1925, through 
which a local church can 
contribute to the minis-
tries of its state conven-
tion and the missions 
and ministries of the SBC 
with a single monthly or 
weekly contribution. Mon-
ies include receipts from 
individuals, churches and 
cooperating state Baptist 
conventions for distribu-
tion according to the 2017-
18 Cooperative Program 
Allocation Budget.

Designated giving of 
$7,158,078.17 through No-
vember was 3.16 percent, 
or $219,477.10, above gifts 
of $6,938,601.07 received 
through November last 
year. This total includes 
only those gifts received 
and distributed by the EC 
and does not reflect des-
ignated gifts contributed 
directly to SBC entities.

For more ABN Digest, go to 

arkansasbaptist.org/abn-digest

ABSC Executive Board
has final ‘17 meeting,
conducts orientationNational CP 5.67%  

below projection 

LITTLE ROCK – Members 
of the Arkansas Baptist State 
Convention (ABSC) Execu-
tive Board gathered Nov. 28 
for their last meeting of the 
year to hear updates, appoint 
committees and welcome new 
convention and entity board 
members.

J.D. “Sonny” Tucker, ABSC 
executive director, addressing 
the group, thanked board 
members and other guests for 
their service, who he said rep-
resented the “movers and 
shakers” of the work in Ar-
kansas.

“This is a big day,” said 
Tucker, adding, “You res-
cue the souls of men. That’s 
what you really do.

“Our role is to serve the 
churches,” Tucker said of 
the work of the ABSC Execu-
tive Board staff and related en-
tities. “We need folks to fight 
beside us. I don’t see turf; I see 
lost people.”

Tucker said the Baptist 
Faith and Message, the offi-
cial statement of faith of the 
Southern Baptist Convention, 
is the “guiding point” of work 
of Jesus Christ carried out 
throughout the Natural State.

“We’re here to make an in-

credible impact,” said Tucker, 
who added that one way the 
state convention did that in 
2017 was helping 500 students 
understand their call to minis-
try through the program, Ex-
plore Your Call.

Warren Gasaway, a member 
of the ABSC church health 
team, said Explore Your Call is 
an effort to “come alongside,” 
help mentor and provide stu-
dents with resources to discern 
their call to ministry. Gasaway 

emphasized the importance of 
the effort, referencing 1 Peter 
5:2 (NIV), which says, “Be 
shepherds of God’s flock that 
is under your care, watching 
over them – not because you 
must, but because you are will-
ing, as God wants you to be; 
not pursuing dishonest gain, 
but eager to serve.”

Also giving an update was 
Tim Wicker, ABSC church 
planting team leader, who ref-

erenced Luke 2:8-10, saying, 
“Jesus came to reach all kinds 
of people. That’s what church 
planting is.”

Wicker told the group 
that – while an average of 18 
churches close each year – the 
ABSC has actually experienced 

a net gain in its number of 
churches from 2006 to 2017.

Wicker said there were 
40 new church starts or new 
church affiliations with the 
convention in 2016, and 35 
in 2017.

In other action, the 
board:
– Heard agency updates 

from David Perry, executive 
director of Arkansas Baptist 
Children’s Homes and Family 
Ministries, and from Kenneth 
Startup, interim president of 
Williams Baptist College.

– Heard reports from vari-
ous convention committees. 
Byron Eiseman, a member of 
Immanuel Baptist Church, Lit-
tle Rock, was elected to chair 
the Operating Committee; Joe 

Shell, worship leader at West 
Baptist Church, Batesville, 
was elected to chair the Pro-
gram Committee, and Kevin 
Murray, pastor of Emmanuel 
Baptist Church, Piggott, was 
elected to chair the Finance 
Committee.

– Heard a brief devotion 
from Craig Jenkins, pastor 
of Beech Street First Baptist 
Church, Texarkana.

An afternoon orientation 
session for newly-elected con-
vention and entity trustees 
was held following lunch. 
Mike Rainwater, a Little Rock 
attorney, led a session titled, 
“Responsibilities of a Trustee.” 
The orientation concluded 
with a Q-and-A session with 
ABSC agency leaders, includ-
ing Perry, Startup, Ben Sells, 
president of Ouachita Baptist 
University; Tim Yarbrough, 
editor/executive director of 
the Arkansas Baptist News, and 
Greg Graham, associate direc-
tor for operations at Camp Si-
loam.

Church planting graphics (above and below) shown during the Nov. 28 Arkansas 
Baptist State Convention Executive Board report.

Trump officially recognizes Jerusalem as capital
WASHINGTON – President 
Donald Trump announced 
Dec. 6 that the U.S. will for-
mally recognize Jerusalem as 
the capital of Israel and or-
dered the State Department to 
begin moving the U.S. embas-
sy from Tel Aviv to Jerusalem.

Critics of the move say it 
will hamper peace talks be-
tween Israelis and Palestinians.

“I have determined that it 
is time to officially recognize 
Jerusalem as the capital of Isra-
el,” President Trump said dur-
ing a speech in the Diplomatic 
Reception Room of the White 
House, according to media re-
ports.

“Jerusalem is not just the 
heart of three great religions, 
but it is now also the heart of 
one of the most successful de-
mocracies in the world.”

The move by Trump fulfills 
a campaign promise he made 
to religious conservatives.

With the move, the U.S. 
would be 
the first 
c o u n t r y 
to move 
its em-
bassy to 
Jerusalem, 
which is 
c l a i m e d 
by both 
I s r a e l i s 
and Pal-
estinians. 
Other countries with diplo-
matic relations with Israel keep 
their embassies in Tel Aviv.

It is thought that the move 
of the embassy to Jerusalem 
would not be immediate and 
could take three or four years.

The U.S. officials said there 
are currently about 1,000 per-
sonnel in the embassy in Tel 
Aviv. They added that there is 

no facility 
in Jerusa-
lem ready 
to serve 
as the em-
bassy site, 
and it will 
take time 
to address 
s ecur i t y, 
d e s i g n 
and cost 

concerns.
Ahead of the announce-

ment, Trump said he spoke 
to Palestinian President Mah-
mood Abbas, Jordanian King 
Abdullah and Israeli Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netanya-
hu.

Netanyahu has said he sup-
ports the U.S. moving its em-
bassy, but Abbas warned of 
the “gravity of consequences” 
should the move become offi-
cial for “the peace process and 
security and stability in the re-
gion and world.”

The controversy surround-
ing the move of the embassy 
dates back decades. 

A law passed in 1995 under 
the Clinton administration 
considers Jerusalem the capi-
tal, and even mandates the 
move of the embassy there, 
Fox News reported. However, 
the law allows for a loophole 
used by former Presidents Bill 
Clinton, George W. Bush and 
Barack Obama – an option to 
issue waivers every six months 
to delay the move from Tel 
Aviv.

The Temple Mount in Jerusalem.
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LifeWay dedicates 
new Nashville offices

Security seminars draw large crowds

NASHVILLE, Tenn. (BP) 
– LifeWay Christian Re-
sources dedicated its new 
corporate headquarters 
Nov. 27 with a ribbon-
cutting ceremony, a prayer 
of thanksgiving and a 
pledge to remain faithful 
to God’s Word.

President and CEO 
Thom S. Rainer recounted 
the changes taking place at 
LifeWay, from new physi-
cal spaces to new digital 
technologies.

“You could say we have 
reinvented ourselves,” 
Rainer told the crowd of 
employees and guests. 
“But we remain faithful to 
Him Who has called us.

“We will continue to 
provide resources that 
will point people to God’s 
Word and to Christ.”

Joined by other Life-
Way leaders, Rainer 
wielded giant scissors to 
cut an oversized red rib-
bon in front of the new 
277,000-square-foot facil-
ity, which includes a retail 
store to serve Nashville.

“We dedicate this build-
ing to God,” Rainer said, 
“for His glory and for His 
gospel.”

In his closing prayer, 
Rainer thanked God for 
all He has done through 
LifeWay. “We are grateful 
for the transformation of 
LifeWay,” Rainer said. 

On Nov. 1, during Life-
Way’s final chapel service 
at the former site, Rainer 
presented mementos to 
employees and credited 
God for blessings related 
to the move. 

The event capped a 
month of activities cel-
ebrating LifeWay’s move 
to Capitol View from its 
former location about a 
half-mile away. LifeWay, 
known as the Sunday 
School Board at its found-
ing in 1891, sold the pre-
vious property to develop-
ers in late 2015 and broke 
ground on the new facility 
in April 2016.

Listen to ABN Podcast 74  
on church security at  

arkansasbaptist.org/abn-podcast

SINCE THE NOV. 5 mass 
shooting that killed 26 peo-
ple at First Baptist Church, 
Sutherland Springs, Texas, 
church members and leaders 
have given renewed focus to 
church security.

In meetings and seminars 
held across the state this past 
month, law enforcement offi-
cers and other church security 
experts have reported record 
numbers of pastors and church 
members in attendance.

In Arkansas Baptist News 
Podcast 74, host Bill Bumpas 
spoke with Mike Buster, ex-

ecutive pastor 
of Preston-
wood Bap-
tist Church, 
Plano, Texas, 
and Greg 
Sykes, pastor, 
First Baptist 
Church, Rus-

sellville, about church security 
in today’s unpredictable world. 

Sykes, who was recently 
elected president of the Arkan-
sas Baptist State Convention, 
emphasized, “God is sovereign 
and we’re going to trust Him 
with our security. There is no 
plan we can put together that 
eliminates the possibility of 
something crazy happening.”

Still, he said, because of to-
day’s uncertain world as well 
as the concerns of church 
members and visitors, he 
urged church leaders to put to-
gether a security plan for their 
congregations.

“At the end of the day we’re 
resting in Him,” he said, “but 
our church deserves to know 
that we’ve at least, to the best 
of our ability, explored all the 
options, had healthy conver-
sations and have tried to put 
together a plan. It’s not infal-
lible; it’s not perfect; it has 
gaps; but it’s something, and 
we’re not afraid to at least talk 
about it.”

At First Baptist Church, 
Russellville, Sykes said that 

North Little Rock Police Chief Mike Davis (right) discusses church security during a seminar with central Arkansas pastors and 
church leaders Nov. 6 at Park Hill Baptist Church in North Little Rock. It was the third annual meeting held by the North Little 
Rock Police Department and was attended by about 150 people. Photo by Caleb Yarbrough

several church members who 
are professional law enforce-
ment officers have helped 
the church formulate a plan. 
Many aspects of the plan cost 
nothing but 
provide huge 
dividends in 
church secu-
rity.

For ex -
ample, the 
church securi-
ty plan at First 
Baptist begins 
with trained 
church mem-
bers in the 
parking lot 
who, while 
greeting peo-
ple,  “keep 
an eye out for anything suspi-
cious.” Armed with walkie-
talkies, these parking lot greet-
ers communicate with one 
another. Next, Sykes said his 
church has people at each en-

trance of the church, again of-
fering warm greetings to those 
entering but also looking for 
unusual activity.

Also, First Baptist Church, 
R u s s e l l -
ville, often 
has marked 
police cars 
parked vis-
ibly  near 
the church 
campus, said 
Sykes, who 
added that 
such visible 
law enforce-
ment serves 
as a deterrent 
to those wish-
ing to inflict 
harm on a 

congregation or an individual 
congregant.

Regarding congregational 
members with concealed carry 
licenses bringing firearms into 
the church, Sykes said that his 
church gives approval for spe-
cific individuals with advanced 
law enforcement or weapons 
training to carry firearms into 
the church. Otherwise, he 
said, if untrained people in a 
panic begin “pulling guns,” 
that could escalate a threaten-
ing event and create a “danger-
ous situation.”

His advice to his church 
members is, “We’ve got a 
plan, and we’ve got people 
who are trained for this, and 

you’re going to have to trust 
that plan.”

Sykes believes that Arkan-
sas’ current gun-carry laws 
give churches the “freedom 
to determine what we want to 
do.” He urges church leaders 
to consider all options, pray, 
strategize and come up with a 
plan, acknowledging there is 
no “one-size-fits-all” plan.

At Prestonwood Baptist 
Church in 
Plano, Texas, 
Buster,  a 
graduate of 
Ouachita Bap-
tist University, 
e mp h a s i z e d 
balance in a 
church’s ap-
proach to secu-
rity.

“This was a wicked thing 
that occurred there (in Suther-
land Springs) that will change 
the way most churches look at 
their security,” he said.

He added, “Wickedness 
doesn’t get the last word; Jesus 
gets the last word. Our focus 
cannot be on security; It needs 
to be an important thing that 
we do.

“We want people, when 
they come into the doors of 
our church, to sense the Spir-
it of the Lord there – yes, to 
know there is security, but yet 
to have the spirit of worship. 

“That’s the balance we are 
going to have to find.” 

ABN to resume publication Jan. 11
THIS IS THE LAST edition 
of the Arkansas Baptist News 

(ABN) for 2017. 
The ABN will resume 

publication on Jan. 11. 
For news and information 

over the Christmas and New 
Year’s holidays, please visit 
arkansasbaptist.org or our 

Facebook or Twitter pages at 
ArkBaptNews.

The ABN is planning 
some exciting editions for 
2018. For a preview of spe-
cial editions and informa-
tion about advertising op-
portunities, please visit ar-
kansasbaptist.org/advertise.

Sykes

Buster
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Editorial&Opinion
“Always be prepared to give an answer 
to everyone who asks you to give the 

reason for the hope that you have...”
 1 Peter 3:15 (NIV)

Football and fractured church ministry
But whatever the case, it is 

now clear that major college 
football is way out of control 
and borders on the verge of 
insanity.

In the 21st century, when 
we have numerous wars and 
rumors of wars, widespread 
global poverty, many people 
around the world without 
enough to eat and with un-

clean water 
to drink, we 
are paying col-
lege football 
coaches tens 
of millions of 

dollars to win football games 
so fans can feel good about 
themselves and their beloved 
institutions of higher learning 
and athletic entertainment.

Remember, these are the 
same institutions that have 
educated generations of 
young minds with liberal ide-
ologies that are transforming 
our society and culture away 
from the things of God.

I am reminded about an 
incident more than a decade 
ago when a group of young 
men from Springdale were 
recruited to play football for 
Houston Nutt at the Uni-
versity of Arkansas. Three 
of the young men – Mitch 
Mustain, Damian Williams 
and Andrew Norman – were 
actively involved at First Bap-
tist Church, Springdale (now 
Cross Church), at the time 
they started their playing ca-
reers at Arkansas.

Additionally, their high 
school coach, Gus Malzahn – 
a legend in high school coach-
ing circles – came to the hill 
in Fayetteville to serve as Ra-
zorback offensive coordinator.

While the young men did 
have a measure of success at 
Arkansas, in the end it didn’t 
end well. Big time college 

I f there was still any doubt 
the world has its priorities 

all messed up, watching the 
wheels turning around big 
time college football the past 
few weeks should cast away all 
doubt.

For the Arkansas Razor-
backs, it culminated with the 
firing of University of Arkan-
sas director of athletics Jeff 
Long and head 
football coach 
Bret Bielema. 

By many ac-
counts both 
men repre-
sented the university well dur-
ing their tenures, with Long 
being one of the most widely 
respected athletic directors 
in higher education. Bielema 
coached with integrity and 
was instrumental in restoring 
a fractured football program 
following the debacle of 
Bobby Petrino and his im-
mediate replacement, John L. 
Smith.

Bielema’s struggle winning 
football games in the tough 
Southeastern Conference is 
well-documented and ulti-
mately led to him losing his 
job.

The reasons around Long’s 
firing are less clear, though 
some in the media have spec-
ulated that he was fired be-
cause he did not want to fire 
Bielema, who was thought 
to be having a tougher-than-
usual year due to an unprece-
dented rash of injuries. Other 
speculation is that Long did 
not connect well with the 
Razorback booster power elite 
and failed to sufficiently mas-
sage the culture of Razorback 
athletics.

Now with both men gone, 
the university will owe them 
millions of dollars for not re-
maining on the job.

Cartoon by Gary Thomas

Pressing On
Tim Yarbrough
Phil. 3:14
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football swallowed them up 
and, ultimately, sent them 
packing for other schools and 
opportunities.

Mustain, probably the most 
famous of the three, was fea-
tured in the 2014 film, “The 
Identity Theft of Mitch Mus-
tain.”

While Mustain certainly 
had success on the playing 
field – such as winning eight 
straight games as a true fresh-
man starter in 2006 – tension 
between Malzahn, Nutt and 
upperclassmen players took 
its toll, resulting in both Mal-
zahn and Mustain leaving the 
program after one year.

What’s perhaps most reveal-
ing about all of this is not that 
it happened, but that it hap-

pened among believers. Nutt 
was a committed Christian 
who spoke frequently about 
his faith across the Natural 
State. Malzahn coached 
at Shiloh Christian High 
School, a ministry of First 
Baptist, Springdale, and Mus-
tain was baptized through the 
church’s student ministry.

All of this points to an 
important lesson for the 
Church. While we may not 
be highly regarded athletes or 
high-paid football coaches, it 
is important that we always 
put “first things first” when 
it comes to the work of our 
church.

Just as tension can arise 
between football coaches and 
players, so can discord be 

sown between pastors, dea-
cons and other leaders in the 
church.

While it may not be easily 
identified either inside or 
outside of a church, it can af-
fect the work of a church in 
lost opportunities or momen-
tum, resulting in fracture that 
weakens its ministry potential 
of reaching people for Jesus 
Christ.

As Scripture tells us, Satan 
roams the earth seeking to 
destroy, and there is no better 
way than to bench God’s first-
team players – making them 
ineffective soul winners by 
fracturing the mission of the 
Church.

Tim Yarbrough is editor/execu-

tive director of the ABN.
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A phone call
A lready pushing my article deadline (a state-of-being 

for writers, it seems), I was trying my hardest to wrap 
up work quickly so I could hammer out something – any-
thing. I had high hopes that, once I could set work aside, 
the thoughts and ideas would flow, providing me sufficient 
time to write, walk away and then come back to edit with 
fresh eyes. 

Then, the phone rang. It was a friend 
calling just to talk. I propped the phone 
up on my shoulder and listened while 
wrapping up work for the day, expecting 
it to be a quick, light-hearted call. But 
about the time I thought the call was end-
ing, my friend said something that indi-
cated she needed more than just our normal catch-up chat. 
I don’t think she even realized it herself when she picked 
up the phone and called my number, but something deep 
inside her needed to come out and to be talked through. 
It just took 20 minutes of fluffy talk to relax her heart and 
mind enough to uncover the need. 

We talked for nearly an hour. It didn’t feel like an hour. 
It felt like a precious few moments of sharing heart-to-heart 
with a friend who needed to talk, who needed to be re-
minded, who needed to hear a tangible voice in a moment 
when she wasn’t sure she was hearing the most important 
Voice. 

And guess what? I didn’t get the article written that eve-
ning. 

My schedule might have been better off if I’d been able 

to spend that hour writing. But my heart was infinitely 
more nourished by spending the hour talking. The Holy 
Spirit didn’t fill me with sudden flashes of amazing inspira-
tion to make profound writing ideas flow after the phone 
call, but I did hear encouragement in my friend’s voice 
and felt the lift in my own weary soul. Yes, I got that article 
written in sufficient time, even if the time frame was a little 

different than originally planned. 
As we wrap up one year and prepare for the 

next, the Lord will send us all reminders of 
the need to rest, to honor our commitments 
while resisting the shackles of insane busyness, 
and to invest in the relationships He puts be-
fore us. I often miss those reminders, rushing 

through conversations and interactions to get to the next 
item on my to-do list instead of taking the time to focus on 
what’s right in front of me, whether task or relationship. I 
fail to let the God Who put both the responsibilities and 
the relationships in front of me be the One Who keeps 
them all straight. 

We cannot always drop every responsibility for the sake 
of relationship. And we also cannot drop relationship for 
the sake of responsibility. 

But we can trust the One Who gives us both to guide us 
through the navigation of our time and energy, melding 
both together in perfect harmony. May we notice and heed 
His precious reminders. 

Ann Hibbard is a member of East End Baptist Church in East 

End. Read her blog at annhibbard.com.

H anukkah, which is Hebrew 
for “dedication” and also 

known as the “festival of lights,” 
celebrates the Jewish rededication 
of the Second Temple. Lasting 
eight nights, this year Hanukkah 
began the evening of Dec. 12 and 
concludes on Dec. 20.

Although not found in the Old 
Testament, the story of Hanukkah 
is written in the book of 1 Mac-
cabees in the Apocrypha. A small 
history lesson explains the context 
of this wonderful celebration.

When Alexander the Great 
invaded Palestine (332 B.C.), he 
was heralded as a great leader. 
People wanted to copy him in his 
dress, language, philosophy and 
religion. Consequently, the Jewish 
faith began to fade. After Alexan-
der’s death, several of his succes-
sors attempted to outlaw the Jew-
ish faith, but to no avail. Finally, 
emperor Antiochus IV (168 B.C.) 
desecrated the Temple by com-
mitting an unthinkable act: he 
slaughtered a pig on the altar.

Although hope may have faded, 
it did not vanish. Mattathias 
and his followers led a rebellion 
against Antiochus IV, and Mat-
tathias’ son Judas pushed Antio-
chus IV out of Palestine. For his 
bravery, the people gave Judas the 
nickname Maccabeus or “ham-
mer.”

While consecrating the Temple, 
the people lit the lampstand, hop-
ing that its light would burn long 
enough to make new oil for the 
Temple. It miraculously lasted 
eight nights. On 25 Kislev, 165 
B.C., Hanukkah began.

Today, Jewish homes celebrate 
Hanukkah by lighting the me-
norah (lampstand) each night 
for eight nights, and they eat 
fried foods like doughnuts and 
latkes (potato pancakes). Each 
night, families spin the dreidel (a 
wooden top with Hebrew letter-
ing), sing songs and give gifts. It is 
a family festival.

During Hanukkah, Jesus shared 
with the crowd that His followers 
listened to His voice and followed 
Him (John 10:22ff). Perhaps dur-
ing this year’s celebration of deliv-
erance, many will be attracted to 
the One who will truly set them 
free. 
 Ken Gore is professor of biblical 

studies at Dallas Baptist University. 

Email your questions to tim@arkan-

sasbaptist.org.

Uncovered Dish
Ann Hibbard

Baptists Ask
Ken Gore

What is Hanukkah?

One of countless Lottie Moon legacy stories
A s the offertory ended, Pastor David Trigoso walked 

to the pulpit to introduce me before I was to preach. 
The moments that followed will be forever seared into my 
heart – and I don’t recall a single word that he said. 

Over the past 10 years, I have traveled to Trujillo, La 
Libertad, Peru, more than 20 times. And nearly every time 
I am there, Brother David asks me to preach at his church. 
I dearly love this bright, joyful 83-year-old young man. But, 
this time as he reached up, grabbing the edge of the pulpit 
to steady and leverage his body up the 
12-inch step onto the platform and I no-
ticed how much he had aged, my mind 
raced through a 67-year journey in just 
60 seconds.

In 1950, funds from the Cooperative 
Program and the Lottie Moon 
Christmas Offering (LMCO) en-
abled M.D. Oats to be deployed 
by Southern Baptists through the 
Southern Baptist Foreign Mission 
Board (now International Mission 
Board) to Peru to evangelize the 
culture and start churches. Shortly 
after his arrival, he met a teenage 
boy, David Trigoso, on the street. 
It was not long before this teen-
ager and some of his buddies were 
saved and baptized.

By 1955, Randall Sledge, an-
other Southern Baptist mission-
ary, utilized LMCO funds to start 
a small Bible training center. In 
1956, Brian “Brazey” Brasington 
was accused of “being crazy” when 
he utilized LMCO funds to pur-
chase “cane field property” outside 
the city of Trujillo and build the 
first phase of a campus. The Baptist 
Theological Seminary of Trujillo 

was born, and in 1959 the seminary graduated its first class 
– including Trigoso. 

In 1960, LMCO funds enabled Trigoso to be sent north 
to a politically corrupt, unreached, criminal-infested, 
violent region of the country to plant churches. Over a 
15-year period, Trigoso seeded the population with small, 
growing, vibrant disciple-making churches. Then in 1975 
he was invited back to the maturing Baptist Theological 
Seminary of Trujillo to be a professor. Little did he know 

that over the next 42 years he would serve as 
a department head, dean, vice president, and 
president of that institution; all while still 
planting churches, teaching seminary classes 
and mentoring pastors and church planters. 
For one of those churches he started, he re-

mained as pastor.
Trigoso is, according to the Baptist Con-

vention of Peru leadership, the most highly 
revered Baptist leader in the country. He 
is recognized throughout South America 
as one of the greatest theologians, church 
planting strategists, pastors, professors and 
statesmen in the world. Through the Peru 
seminary alone, he has equipped pastors 
from Peru, Ecuador, Chile, Mexico and the 
United States.  

More than half of all the Baptist church-
es in Peru can trace their heritage back to 
Trigoso or a church he planted. Brother 
David humbly and rightfully gives all glory 
to God. No doubt, God did it all – and 
Southern Baptists should be humbly grate-
ful that He worked through Southern Bap-
tists and their gifts to the LMCO to accom-
plish the work. Let’s join with God and 
finish the global task of making disciples.

Eric W. Ramsey is an evangelism and mission 

strategist and serves as associate pastor of First 

Baptist Church, Fort Smith.

Answering  
the Call
Eric Ramsey

Lottie Moon was a Southern Baptist missionary to 
China, where she served for nearly 40 years.
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Paying the price for ignoring God’s standards
A mong all the other 

wrong-headed notions 
followed by so many in the 
60s was the belief that sexual 
liberation – 
being free 
from the con-
straints of old-
fashioned ideas 
like chastity 
and modesty 
before marriage and faithful-
ness within that union of one 
man and one woman – would 
allow people to have fuller 
and richer lives. Well, decades 
later, we can see the fallacy 
of such poor judgment. One 
need only consider the toll 
abortions have taken on inno-
cent human life, the percent-
age of people cohabitating, 
and the high divorce rate.   

Another clear indicator of 
the damage done by Ameri-
cans’ casual attitudes about 
sex is seen in the alarming 
rates of increase in sex-related 

Faith & Ethics
Larry Page

diseases. According to At-
lanta’s Centers for Disease 
Control (CDC), rapidly rising 
rates of sexually transmit-

ted diseases 
(STDs) in 
the U.S. 
are posing 
very serious 
health risks. 
The CDC 

reported that more than two 
million cases of chlamydia, 
gonorrhea and syphilis were 
reported in 2016.

While those three diseases 
can be successfully treated 
with antibiotics, they cause 
serious health problems if left 
untreated. Those can include 
infertility, life-threatening ec-
topic pregnancy, stillbirth in 
infants, and increased risk of 
HIV transmission. 

Dr. Jonathan Mermin, di-
rector of the CDC’s National 
Center for HIV/AIDS, Viral 
Hepatitis, STD, and TB Pre-

vention (NCHHSTP), said 
the increasing rates of these 
diseases are a warning that 
should be taken seriously. He 
stated, “STDs are a persistent 
enemy, growing in number, 
and outpacing our ability 
to respond.”

“Every baby born with 
syphilis represents a tragic 
systems failure,” said Gail 
Bolan, director of the 
CDC’s division of STD 
prevention. She added, 
“All it takes is a simple 
STD test and antibiotic 
treatment to prevent this 
enormous heartache and 
help assure a healthy start 
for the next generation of 
Americans.”  

Most STD cases go undi-
agnosed and untreated. That 
puts people at great risk. The 
CDC reports that the avoid-
able problems that proliferate 
without the effective treat-
ments of those STDs impose 
an economic burden on the 

nation’s health care system of 
nearly 16 billion dollars an-
nually.

The CDC has issued sev-
eral recommendations to 
help stem the tide of STD 

ailments. The CDC encour-
ages state and local health 
departments to refocus efforts 
on STD investigation and 
clinical service infrastructure 
for rapid detection and treat-
ment for people living in 
areas hardest hit by the STD 
epidemic. It also recommends 
that health care providers 

should make STD screening 
and timely treatment a stan-
dard part of medical care, es-
pecially for pregnant women 
and homosexual and bisexual 
men and in relation to prena-

tal care and HIV preven-
tion and care services.  

However, by far the best 
recommendations can be 
found in God’s Word. 
There, we are told to ab-
stain from sexual relations 
outside of marriage and to 
be faithful to our spouses 
within that sacred union.  
If those biblical mandates 
were followed, we would 
not be experiencing these 

STD epidemics or all the 
other terrible consequences 
that the so-called “sexual revo-
lution” has spawned.  

Larry Page is executive direc-

tor of the Arkansas Faith and 

Ethics Council. Page speaks in 

churches about social and moral 

issues. Visit arfaith.org for more 

information.

Baptists teach.
Chase Crawford should be 

commended for pointing out 
to our state convention that 
Southern Baptists meeting in 
Phoenix last summer passed 
a resolution condemning 
this movement in the stron-
gest terms. Southern Baptist 
Convention President Steve 
Gaines, speaking in support of 
this resolution, stated we must 
let everybody know we are 
against the racism this move-
ment represents. 

I believe that Arkansas Bap-
tists, given the facts, would not 
hesitate to join our Southern 
Baptist leaders in speaking out 
against the alt-right, anti-gospel 
movement. 

Ron West
Little Rock

Good for the Tennessee 
Baptist Convention for not 
seating messengers from First 
Baptist Church in Jeffer-
son City because they had a 
woman pastor. 

While the Apostle Paul said 
male and female are equal, the 
Bible does not allow women 
pastors; letting such a thing 
happen will just lead to her-
esies being snuck into the 
church.

Nick Nixon
Charleston

Letters to the Editor

Alt-right confusion

At our recent Arkansas Bap-
tist annual meeting in Russell-
ville, there was confusion over 
the meaning of the alt-right 
movement in our nation.  

One speaker said he op-
posed white supremacy, but 
leaned a little toward the alt-
right. I believe he did not 
understand what the alt-right 
stands for. 

Joe Carter of the Southern 
Baptist Ethics and Religious 
Liberty Commission correctly 
states that you cannot sepa-
rate the alt-right from white 
supremacy and white national-
ism. White supremacy teaches 
that white-skinned people are 
superior to other races. White 
nationalists believe the non-
whites should not have the 
same rights as whites in the 
United States. The alt-right 
embraces both of these racist 
beliefs.

The alt-right has nothing 
to do with right versus left or 
conservative versus liberal. It 
is a pro-Nazi, anti-Semitic or-
ganization whose supporters 
often give the Nazi salute at 
their gatherings.  These are the 
people who marched through 
Charlottesville, Va., shouting, 
“Jews will not replace us.”  It 
is anti-Christian and oppos-
es the gospel that Southern  

Women pastors

W hat type of book 
should a seminary 

president write? A deep, 
probing theological treatise? 
Perhaps a look at discern-
ing if you 
are called to 
ministry? All 
of these are 
valuable con-
tributions, 
but Michael 
R. Spradlin, president 
of Mid-America Baptist 
Theological Seminary, has 
provided us with a different 
sort of book, one that tracks 
with his love of history as 
the work of God revealed in 
human lives.

His book is “Sons of the 
43rd: The Story Of Delmar 
Dotson, Gray Allison, And 
The Men Of The 43rd 
Bombardment Group In 
The Southwest Pacific,” and 
it is the story of Delmar 
Dotson and Gray Allison, 
two men who served in the 
43rd Bombardment Group 
in World War II. Dotson is 
related to Spradlin, and Al-
lison became the founder of 
Mid-America Baptist Semi-
nary later in life. The two 
men profiled never met, but 
they shared a love of Jesus 

and service to their country.
Spradlin’s work was to 

profile the lives of these men, 
with details of their child-
hood and involvement in the 

military. From 
there, he 
tracked their 
war service 
and the after-
effects of Dot-
son’s aircraft 

being shot down. 
It’s a story 

worth tell-
ing. Most of 
us are famil-
iar with the 
broad scope of 
World War II 
and how our 
world has been 
shaped by it. 
Yet the stories 
of those men 
who fought is 
slowly being 
lost to the 
passing of 
time. Spradlin 
has done the 
reader a great 
service in telling of these two 
men. 

His writing is personal, for 
these two men are his family. 
It’s a warm telling of a story 

that has a mix of sadness, 
joy and relief in its ending. 
The work is well-seasoned 
with photos throughout, 
helping put visuals with the 
events. 

It’s a great read, both easy 
and challenging at the same 
time. For those who want 
to learn from and honor 
the generations that have 
secured the blessings of 
liberty for this nation, this 

book is well 
worth read-
ing.

Sons of 
the 43rd: 
The Story 
Of Delmar 
Dotson, 
Gray Al-
lison, And 
The Men Of 
The 43rd 
Bombard-
ment Group 
In The 
Southwest 
Pacific by 
Michael R. 
Spradlin, 

innovo Publishing, 176 
pages. Hardcover.

Doug Hibbard is pastor of 

East End Baptist Church in 

East End.

Book review: Sons of the 43rd

Review
Doug Hibbard
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MCDONOUGH, Ga. (BP) – 
Opinions of people in all areas 
of Southern Baptist life are 
solicited in an online survey 
studying the qualities of effec-
tive leadership by associational 
missionaries and directors of 
missions (DOMs).

The Southern Baptist 
Conference of Associational 
Leaders (SBCAL) appointed 

a study group to conduct the 
survey to help provide a uni-
form job title and description 
for the DOM position. The 
group will submit its report to 
the SBCAL in June 2018 in ad-
vance of the Southern Baptist 
Convention’s annual meeting 
in Dallas.

Richard Wheeler, lead mis-
sional strategist for the Jack-

sonville Baptist Association 
in Jacksonville, Fla., chairs the 
12-member study group com-
posed of associational, denom-
inational and congregational 
leaders.

“We have a specific assign-
ment from the SBCAL to 
bring recommendations on 
a proposed title and general 
qualities of an associational 
leader,” Wheeler said Nov. 30. 
“We are not seeking to man-
date or prescribe anything, 
but merely to describe quali-
ties of effective associational 
leadership where it has been  
identified around the coun-
try.”

DOM duties and titles vary 
across the nation, but there 
are sufficient commonalities 
among associational leaders 
to warrant the study group's 
goals, Wheeler said.

“Realizing that local church 
networking in a city or region 
will look dramatically differ-
ent depending on the con-
text, we believe there are some 
common characteristics that 
will describe how the leader 
serves that are beneficial to 
the churches and their shared 
mission,” Wheeler said. “Our 
hope is that emphasizing 
healthy church partnerships at 
the local level will benefit all of 
the ways we seek to partner to-
gether within the SBC family.”

The study is part of the SB-

CAL’s effort to better serve 
missional leadership needs 
across the SBC, SBCAL Ex-
ecutive Director Ray Gentry 
said when the study group was 
formed in June.

“We feel like it's time for a 
new name for the new century 
and the new demands upon us 
and the new opportunities be-
fore us,” Gentry said. “In addi-
tion, a profile of associational 
effectiveness with competen-
cies ... is even a bigger enchi-
lada than the title.

“There really is no com-
monly accepted job descrip-
tion for a DOM,” he said, 
“and so we want to come up 
with a profile with competen-
cies for search committees and 
for purposes of coaching and 
helping new DOMs. We feel 
like that's going to be very, very 
important and very helpful to 
raise the credibility, and the 
profile and the effectiveness of 
DOMs.”

Nearly 250 Southern Bap-
tists have already responded to 
the SBCAL survey, “It is im-
portant that we not only hear 
from current associational 
leadership but also from pas-
tors, staff and lay leaders of 
churches as their engagement 
and leadership in their local 
association are vital,” Wheeler 
said.

With the direction of 
state convention leaders and 

SBCAL regional consultants, 
the study group is also inter-
viewing associations of vari-
ous sizes around the country 
to determine best practices, 
qualities and characteristics of 
associational leaders, Wheeler 
said.

Wheeler addressed the 
scope and focus of the study 
team in the latest SBCAL 
newsletter, The Encourager.

“Our hope is that with this 
study we can describe what 
is already happening across 
the landscape and see effec-
tive associations serving their 
churches by equipping and en-
gaging pastors and churches in 
significant Great Commission 
work,” Wheeler wrote. 

In The Encourager, Wheeler 
clarified misperceptions he has 
already encountered in con-
ducting the study.

The group is not addressing 
the value of local associations 
and is not evaluating relation-
ships among local associa-
tions, state conventions and 
other SBC agencies, Wheeler 
wrote. Neither is the group 
"trying to criticize the current 
excellent work that so many 
are already doing among SBC 
associations," Wheeler wrote. 
The group represents no one 
other than the SBCAL in the 
study, he pointed out.

To access the survey, go to 
sbcassociations.org.

Survey seeks qualities of effective associational leaders 

Miller

Miller new DOM of Faulkner  Assoc.
CONWAY – Scott Miller was 
recently named director of 
missions (DOM) of Faulkner 
Baptist Association, succeed-
ing Larry White, who 
is now senior pastor 
of Woodland Heights 
Baptist Church in 
Conway.

Before accepting the 
call to lead Faulkner 
Baptist Association, 
Miller was pastor of 
Lonoke Baptist Church in Lo-
noke. 

He has served as a local 

church pastor for 33 years.
As Faulkner Baptist Asso-

ciation’s new leader, Miller 
said his ministry consists of: 

1) encouraging pas-
tors and staff of the 
association’s churches, 
2) equipping the as-
sociation’s churches, 
and 3) engaging the as-
sociation’s churches in 
missions opportunities 

together.
“The association has been 

very gracious and very patient. 
This is my first time being a 

DOM,” said Miller. “It’s a 
great group of churches, and 
pastors, in our association … 
and most of our churches are 
growing so that’s always excit-
ing.”

“Whether it’s a church 
plant within our association or 
a weeklong trip, we are trying 
to help churches do together 
better than they could do on 
their own,” he said.

Faulkner Baptist Asso-
ciation is made up of 33 
churches, most located within 
Faulkner County.
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Williams Baptist dedicates $2.3 million Belle Hall
WALNUT RIDGE – The rib-
bon has been cut, and Belle 
Hall, the newest residential 
facility at Williams Baptist 
College, was officially dedi-
cated Dec. 1. The ceremony 
was held at the conclusion of 
Williams’ regularly scheduled 
board meeting.

The 43-bed women’s resi-
dence hall has been housing 
students throughout the fall 
semester. 

“Belle Hall is not only nec-
essary and useful for our grow-
ing campus, it is also beautiful. 
The wonderful facility elevates 
our entire campus, and we are 
blessed by the new structure,” 
said Kenneth Startup, interim 
president at Williams.

Belle Hall was made pos-
sible in part by a $500,000 
gift from the Jim Tom Butler 
family of Harrisburg. Butler 
has been a member of the Wil-
liams Board of Trustees, and 
his family has supported the 
college for many decades. The 
name for Belle Hall comes 
from his wife, Connie Belle 
Butler, and her family, and 
has a rich history that extends 
many generations.

“The Butler family’s sup-
port and generosity for this in-
stitution reach back decades. 
Now, the latest expression of 
their support and generosity 
carries the Butler family legacy 
into future generations. We 
are deeply, profoundly grate-
ful,” said Startup.

“The Belle Hall dedication 
allowed those who have sacri-
ficed and worked hard on this 
project to see the fruits of their 
labor,” said Brett Cooper, Wil-
liams’ vice president for insti-
tutional advancement.

“It was a joy to hear the But-
ler family give all the credit to 

See BELLE HALL page 9

Participating in the Dec. 1 dedication of Belle Hall were (left to right): Melanie 
McKuin, sophomore from Dexter, Mo.; Charles Snapp, mayor of Walnut Ridge; Lesa 
Walter, Lawrence County Chamber of Commerce; J.R. Cox, chairman of Williams 
Baptist Board of Trustees; John Thomison, Lawrence County judge; Jim Tom Butler, 
C.L. Clark, Connie Belle Butler, Lois Ann Butler and Corbet Clark, all of Clark General 
Contractors; Jeff Herron, Brackett-Krennerich Architects; Kenneth Startup, Williams 
Baptist interim president; Tony Conley, director of Williams Baptist physical plant; 
Gabby Dixon, director of women’s residence, and Ashley Lyons, a junior from Vilonia.

Thank you Arkansas 
Churches, for 40 years 
of trust and support!

(Wholesale church pricing)

Grands, verticals 
and digital painos
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God’s providence for the gift 
that made Belle Hall possible. 
Then, to see them and all our 
other guests tour this beautiful 
facility and meet the young la-
dies who now live there made 
it a truly special occasion,” he 
said.

Members of the Butler fam-
ily, local elected officials and 

continued from page 8
BELLE HALL Williams board members were 

present at the dedication.
The $2.3 million project 

was constructed by Clark Gen-
eral Contractors of Walnut 
Ridge, and Brackett-Krenneri-
ch and Associates Architects of 
Jonesboro designed the build-
ing.

Williams Baptist is a Chris-
tian, liberal arts college in 
Walnut Ridge. It will formally 
become Williams Baptist Uni-
versity in July of 2018.

Church passes on building/property ‘for God’s purpose’
PINE BLUFF – In observing 
its ninth anniversary this past 
June, New Fellowship Baptist 
Church in Pine Bluff hon-
ored and celebrated Forrest 
Park Baptist Church, a sister 
church in the association, for 
“listening to God and obeying 
His direction” as it unexpect-
edly and generously gave its 
property and building to New 
Fellowship.

After years of service in the 
community, yet with declining 
membership and attendance, 
Forrest Park Baptist Church 
decided to dissolve. Along 
with that difficult decision 
came the strategic decision 
to ensure that Forrest Park’s 
building and property would 

continue to be used for God’s 
purpose. 

Once the decision was 
made to donate the building 
and property to New Fellow-
ship, Forrest Park leaders em-
phasized they were “not giving 
away this property, but passing 
it on for God’s continued pur-
pose.”

“It is a powerful and needed 
testimony to the community 
for a predominantly Anglo 
church to donate its building 
to a predominantly African-
American church,” said Mike 
Manning, associational mis-
sionary for Harmony Baptist 
Association. “I believe New 
Fellowship is in position to 
have an even greater impact 

on the surrounding neighbor-
hood; they are already making 
inroads there.”

New Fellowship, started in 
2008, met for its first 
year in a storefront 
building. Since June 
2009, New Fellowship 
had been sharing a 
building with Immanu-
el Baptist Church, Pine 
Bluff. Recently, New 
Fellowship had begun 
looking to buy property 
and build a facility. Unsure 
how to finance this project, 
this “gracious opportunity” 
was an answer to church mem-
bers’ perseverant prayers and 
steadfast faith, according to 
New Fellowship’s pastor, Thir-
land McKissic.

“This is an example of a 
congregation listening to God 
and obeying His direction. It 
is very encouraging, and I’m 

excited God honored 
our prayers to give us 
a building. He did it in 
a way that was greater 
than our expecta-
tions,” said McKissic. 

Two mission teams 
from Missouri have 
helped New Fellow-

ship “refresh” some of 
the church building with paint 
and minor repairs. New Fel-
lowship has also added a new 
sound system and video capa-
bilities in the sanctuary.

As New Fellowship has 
settled into its new home over 
the past six months, the pas-

tor said his congregation has 
begun reaching out to the 
community as it has held block 
parties and a revival. The bap-
tism waters have been stirred, 
and new members have been 
added. McKissic plans to focus 
on discipling New Fellowship 
members and leading them 
in evangelism training so that 
community outreach can con-
tinue to be strong. 

McKissic is grateful not only 
for Forrest Park’s generosity 
but also for the partnership 
with the other churches in 
Harmony Association. “We’re 
going to do everything we can 
to share Christ in this city and 
to change lives – not just this 
church but all the churches. 
The Church is one body, and 
Christ is head of it,” he said.

This article was written by 

Sarah Davis and Margaret Col-

son of the Arkansas Baptist News. 

Photo of Thirland McKissic is by 

Francisca Jones.

McKissic

Supreme Court expected to
rule on wedding cake case
WASHINGTON (BP) – Reli-
gious liberty advocates left the 
U.S. Supreme Court Dec. 5 
with some hope that the jus-
tices would rule in favor of a 
Colorado cake artist who re-
fused to design a wedding cake 
for a same-sex wedding celebra-
tion.

A ruling is expected in Janu-
ary. The court heard oral argu-
ments in a major free-speech 
and free-exercise-of-religion 
case at the center of the con-
tentious debate between reli-
gious liberty and sexual liberty.

The Supreme Court’s deci-
sion could be pivotal in deter-
mining how much liberty is 
possessed by Christians in the 
face of governmental require-
ments that they believe violate 
their consciences.
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Massey named Williams Baptist band director
WALNUT RIDGE – Brady 
Massey, director of bands at 
Pocahontas High School for 
the past two decades, has been 
named band director at Wil-
liams Baptist College. A new 
band program launches next 
fall.

“It’s exciting because it’s a 
new program for the univer-
sity and a new adventure for 
me.  The university has really 
thought things through and 
is committed to the success 
of the program,” Massey said.  
“It’s a clean slate, and I’m ex-
cited about what we can do 
with it.”

Massey said recruiting is un-
derway for the Williams band.  

“It will begin as a concert 
band, and performances will 
be determined as 
we see the pro-
gram take shape. 
Until it’s a full-size 
band, there will 
be performance 
opportunities for 
chamber music 
and for small en-
sembles. The plan 
is currently to uti-
lize Manley Cha-
pel as a venue,” he 
said.

Massey is ex-
perienced as a guest conduc-
tor, clinician and adjudicator 
for bands and competitions 

around the South and South-
west, and he is also a widely 

published com-
poser and ar-
ranger of band 
music. He is the 
director and tour 
manager for the 
Arkansas Ambas-
sadors of Music, 
a large touring 
ensemble, and he 
also worked for 
several years with 
the Delta Brigade 
Drum and Bugle 

Corps.
A Little Rock native, Massey 

has a bachelor’s degree in 
music education from the 

University of Central Arkansas 
and a master’s degree in music 
from Arkansas State Univer-
sity (ASU). In addition to his 
tenure in Pocahontas, Massey 
has worked with bands in Tru-
mann, Hoxie and Jonesboro 
schools, as well as ASU.

“Mr. Massey has proven 
success, due to his tremen-
dous ability to instruct and 
improve the skills of his band 
members. Along with profes-
sional skills and abilities, he 
has a very effective disposi-
tion, which will be invaluable 
for recruiting and attaining 
quality band members for the  
Williams Baptist University 
band program,” said Brad 

Massey

Baine, academic dean at Wil-
liams. 

Massey said while he is ex-
cited about starting a new 
band program at the university 
level, he is also very apprecia-
tive of Pocahontas schools for 
the years of support he has en-
joyed there.

“The toughest part about 
deciding to take this new path 
was letting go of these amazing 
people I work with everyday.  
I love these kids, and I will 
always want them to succeed.  
The district is committed to 
finding the right fit for the 
next director. The PHS band 
will continue to grow, thrive 
and succeed,” he said.

Like us on facebook at 
facebook.com/arkbaptnews

and
Follow us on Twitter at 

twitter.com/arkbaptnews
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Millard E. Aud, 83, of Ark-
adelphia, died 
Monday, Nov. 
20, in Little 
Rock. 

Aud was a 
member of First 
Baptist Church, 
Ark ade lph ia ,  

and a former deacon at Sec-
ond Baptist Church, Arkadel-
phia. 

Aud was a U. S. Army vet-
eran of the Korean War and 
served as chairman, trustee 
and general manager of the 
Olds Foundation in Amity.

Aud previously was the pres-
ident of the Bank of Amity, 
the Atlanta National Bank in 
Atlanta, Texas, and the Mer-
chants and Planters Bank  

Obituaries in Arkadelphia. 
He was on the advisory 

board of Baptist Health Medi-
cal Center in Arkadelphia, the 
board of trustees for Ouachita 
Baptist University, and the 
board of Ouachita Baptist Uni-
versity Development Council.

He is survived by his wife, 
Theda, two sons, three grand-
children, two sisters, and one 
brother.

Horace Lee Pruitt, 89, 
died Nov. 19 
in Brownwood, 
Texas.

He was a vet-
eran of the Ko-
rean War. 

Pruitt was 
a graduate of 

Ouachita Baptist University 
in Arkadelphia, where he was 

Church life

C l a s s i f i e d s

Pleasant Grove Baptist Church, Conway, AR, 
is searching for a full-time or bi-vocational 
pastor. Send digital resumes to Searchp-
gbc@gmail.com.; paper resumes to PGBC, 3255 
Prince St., Conway, AR 72034. Resumes must be 
received by December 31st, 2017 to be consid-
ered.

Pastor: First Baptist Church Broken Bow, 
Oklahoma is seeking a F/T senior pastor. 
Please send resume to Pastor Search Team: P.O. 
Box 370 Broken Bow, OK 74728 or email to 
info@fbcbrokenbow.com.

FBC Pangburn, AR, is seeking a full-time 
pastor. Please mail resumes to FBC Pangburn, 
Attn: Search Team, PO Box 250, Pangburn AR, 
72121, or email jonj3390@hotmail.com.

Lambrook FBC seeking a bi-vocational 
pastor. Send resumes to: Johnny Williamson, 
PO Box 544, Elaine, AR 72333.

Floral Baptist Church of Floral, Arkansas, is 
seeking a full-time pastor. Send resumes 
and references to Floral Baptist Church, P.O. Box 
96, Floral, AR 72534.

Cedar Grove Baptist Church of Arka-
delphia is seeking a bi-vocational pas-
tor. Send resumes and references to Cedar 

OTHER STAFF POSITIONS

PASTOR
God’s glory and our good! Please send resumes 
to Pastor Chris Kinzler @ www.ckinzler@pleas-
antgrovelr.org.

First Baptist Church of Joplin, MO, is ac-
cepting resumes for the full-time position 
of pastor to children and families. First 
Baptist has experienced consistent growth in 
this area and with our upcoming relocation and 
new education/ children’s facility we are poised 
for even more kingdom growth. For information 
and to send your resume please visit firstjoplin.
org/jobs.

McCarthy Baptist Child Development Center 
in Saint Joseph, Missouri, is looking for a cen-
ter director who will lead using approved 
curriculum and will adhere to Missouri rules 
for child care. Applicant must be organized, re-
sponsible, spiritually mature Christian who loves 
children, self-improvement and staff develop-
ment. Degree required and experience preferred. 
Resumes will be reviewed immediately. Send 
resumes to cdc@mccarthybaptist.org. Position 
open until filled.

First Baptist Church of Bay, AR (located just 
outside of Jonesboro) is seeking a part-time 
minister of music who is committed to lead-
ing a blended worship service. Resumes may be 
mailed to First Baptist Church, PO Box 190, Bay, 
AR, 72411 or submitted to www.bayfbc.org.

We are seeking God’s man to serve as the 
full-time student minister or part-time 
youth pastor and part-time children’s 
pastor for Trinity Baptist Church Benton. Send 
resumes to: trinitybenton@ymail.com or to 702 
Church Street, Benton, AR 72015.

Associate pastor of worship. Grace 
Baptist Church in Belleville, AR, is seeking to hire 
a worship leader who can lead God’s people into 
a greater worship experience. Grace is a growing 
church and duties will include administrative 
skills as well as music skills. The pay package 
is negotiable and does include a parsonage. 
Please mail resumes to PO Box 27 Belleville, AR 
72824, or email Logan Ferguson at revlferg@
yahoo.com.

Judsonia First Baptist Church is in search 
of a youth director. All who are interested 
please contact Blake Moffett at Blake.moffett@
enbridge.com or 501-283-4187.

Perryville FBC is seeking a bi-vocational 
music director. Send resumes to pvfb.
church@gmail.com.

First Baptist Church of El Dorado, AR, is 
seeking to hire an associate pastor of wor-
ship. This full-time position is responsible for 
developing and leading a church-wide worship 
ministry, which promotes the development 
of fully devoted followers of Jesus. Interested 

candidates can submit a resume with cover let-
ter by mail (200 W. Main El Dorado, AR) or email 
jonathan.kelley@fbceldorado.org.

First Baptist Church in Forrest City, AR, is 
seeking a full-time minister of music. 
Submit resume to: dianne@fbcfc.org Attn: Mu-
sic Search Committee or by mail to 507 North 
Rosser St, Forrest City, AR 72335.

Levy Church, NLR, seeks full-time wor-
ship/executive pastor. Send resumes to: 
steventiner@levybaptist.com.

2009 Chevrolet Kodiak C5500 Dura-
max Bus for sale. Seats 22 plus 1 wheelchair. 
Contact Jeff Hairston at 479-636-5082, Rogers, 
AR.

Part-time band director needed to 
work 4 hours a week in a school. Must hold an 
Arkansas Teacher’s License. Please send resumes 
to doug@arkansasregionalbands.com.

CHRISTmasTees.net - Display the “reason 
for the season” with Merry CHRISTmas  
T-shirts. Order online.

MISCELLANEOUS

Grove Baptist Church, 825 Cedar Grove Road,  
Arkadelphia, AR 71923.

Chicot Road Baptist Church is seeking a 
bi-vocational pastor. Send resume to 
13301 Chicot Rd, Mabelvale AR 72103 or email  
chicotroadbaptist@att.net.

Part-time maintenance coordina-
tor, Calvary Baptist Church, Little Rock. Works 
with the Properties Committee to ensure current 
and long-term care for buildings and grounds. 
Send resumes to calvary@cbclr.org by January 
3, 2018.

Head custodian - facilities manager: Bal-
boa Baptist Church, Hot Springs Village, full-
time $40k, benefits, experience required. Ap-
ply online at BalboaBaptist.Church/WhoWeAre/
Employment or call 501.922.0155.

Harris Baptist Conference and Retreat Center 
Homer, Louisiana. Camp manager needed; 
full-time with benefits. Send resumes to: First 
Baptist Church, ATTENTION: Brian Thurman, 406 
West Main St., Homer, LA 71040, or email to 
bthurman_fbc@bellsouth.net.

Pleasant Grove Baptist Church is looking for 
a bi-vocational youth pastor to love on 
& lead our youth as we continue to grow for 

arkansasbaptist.org/ads

Levy Baptist Church, 
North Little Rock, will host 
the Glen and SuElla Blevins 
Christmas concert at 6 p.m.  

kids like these
this Christmas!  

n Remember that all 
charitable contributions must 
be received or postmarked by 

Dec. 31, 2017 for them to be 
tax deductible on your 2017 
tax return. Donate online at 

abchomes.org

Your support helps 

employed as a plant engineer 
for a number of years. 

He was retired from Way-
land Baptist University, based 
in Plainview, Texas. 

He pastored a number of 
churches and was director at 
Camp Paron Baptist Camp in 
Paron. 

Pruitt was a member of Cal-
vary Baptist Church in Brown-
wood, Texas.

He is survived by his 
wife, June Mayfield Pruitt, 
a son, two stepdaughters,  
10 grandchildren, one great-
grandchild, three brothers and 
one sister.

He is preceded in death by 
his first wife, Alberta, a daugh-
ter, a stepdaughter, a brother 
and a sister.

Services will be held at 
a later date in Brownwood, 

Texas, and in Antioch in 
Craighead County.

on Dec. 17.
Park Hill Baptist Church, 

North Little Rock, worship 
choir and orchestra will pres-
ent A Christmas Celebration 
at 6 p.m. on Dec. 17.

First Baptist Church, Har-
rison, adult choir will present 
a mini musical “Sing Gloria” 
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Flooring
Floors & More, Inc.
21286 Interstate 30
Benton, AR 72019
501-316-0267  FAX: 501-316-2533
Email: sales@floorsandmorear.com
www.floorsandmorear.com
Consultation/Statewide Services/Commercial 
Flooring/Carpet Squares/Gym Floors 

Kitchen Equipment
& Supplies
Aimco Equipment Co. 
10001 Colonel Glenn Rd.
Little Rock, AR 72204
501-228-0808

Lighting & Sound
American AVL
800-352-7222
Little Rock/Jackson/Ruston/ 
New Orleans
Audio, Video, & Lighting Systems & 
Equipment - Ask about our free site needs  
AVL review

Playgrounds
Rusty Peoples 
rusty@peopleslandscaping.com
479-769-0580, (toll-free) 866-388-1365 
www.heartlandparks.com 
Quality park-playground equip, surfacing & 
shades -Free design consultations

Stained Glass
Jonathan Soos 
Soos Stained Glass Inc. 
jon@soosstainedglass.com 
http://www.soosstainedglass.com 
30 Maumelle Curve Ct. 
Maumelle AR 72113 
501-758-8641 Maumelle studio 
501-758-8655 fax

Baptistries/Steeples
Construction Sales Co., Inc.
P.O. Box 1049
Magnolia, AR 71753-1049
800-526-9663  FAX: 870-234-6475
Also laminated wood arches, beams and decking 

Church Facility Planner
Sowell Architects
1315 North Street, Suite 100
Conway, AR  72034
501-450-9633 FAX: 501-450-7228
Email: rik@sowellarchitects.com
www.sowellarchitects.com
Master planning, site analysis
and all architectural services

Church Insurance
Michael B. Russell, MA, MBA
Member, Cross Church, Springdale
Mike Russell & Associates
P.O. Box 709, Bentonville, AR 72712
877-715-5336, 479-657-6369 fax
www.protectmychurch.org   
AR Ins. Lic. #185726
Non-profit - Church - Commercial -  
Employee Benefits

James Greene & Associates
800-422-3384
www.jamesgreeneins.com
James Greene & Associates represents 
Brotherhood Mutual Insurance, a national leader 
insuring churches in alliance with GuideStone. 
Call today or go online for property, liability, 
auto and worker’s comp quotes!

CHURCH SERVICES DIRECTORY

To advertise in the Church Services Directory, 
contact the ABN at 501-376-4791, ext. 5161, 

or email ads@arkansasbaptist.org

at 10 a.m. on Dec. 17.
Barcelona Road Baptist 

Church, Hot Springs Vil-
lage, choir, orchestra, soloists 
and narrators will present 
a Christmas musical “Peace 
Has Come” at 6:30 p.m.   
Dec. 15.

Forty-Seventh Street Bap-
tist Church, North Little 
Rock, choir will present a 
Christmas cantata at 7 p.m. 
Dec. 15. 

Pine Tree Baptist Church, 
Colt, celebrated its 75th an-
niversary on Sunday, Nov. 12, 
with a special service, which 
included a reading of the 
church history and a Power-
Point presentation of photos 
of the past 75 years.

John Latham, one of Pine 
Tree’s earliest pastors, was pre-
sented a 75-year certificate on 
behalf of the church by Breck 
Freeman, from the missions 
team of the Arkansas Baptist 
State Convention in Little 
Rock. 

Latham and his wife, Flor-
ence, are still members of the 
church.

Clear Creek volunteers minister to Clarksville
CLARKSVILLE – When 
youth leaders at Union Grove 
Baptist Church, Clarksville,  
realized their group would not 
be able to participate in the re-
cent annual Acts 1:8 One Day 
Mission Project in North Little 
Rock, sponsored by the Arkan-
sas Baptist State Convention 
(ABSC), they began to con-
sider other ways their church 
could minister to people in 
need.

On Saturday, Nov. 11, 
about 50 youth, adult lead-
ers and members from four 
Clear Creek Baptist As-
sociation churches in the 
Clarksville area teamed up to 
serve their local community 
through various projects and  

outreach events. 
Those participating in-

cluded Union Grove, Second 
Baptist Church, Clarksville, a 
team from East Mount Zion 
Trinity Baptist Church, Clarks-
ville, and a member of Ozone 
Baptist Church, Ozone. 

Projects included painting, 
mowing yards, raking and 
mulching leaves, a block party, 
a hot dog lunch, distributing 
flyers, and door-to-door evan-
gelism. 

 As a result of the projects, 
16 people made professions of 
faith. 

“It was a joy to see these 
churches join together serv-
ing Clarksville.  I anticipate 
this becoming an annual 

event that will hopefully ex-
pand to additional commu-
nities in the coming years,” 
said J.R. DeBusk, Clear Creek  
Baptist associational mission-
ary.

“This was the most awe-
some event I have been a part 

of lately, said Keith Day, a  
youth leader from Union 
Grove. 

“Thank you to everyone 
involved. We accomplished 
so much with God’s help and 
guidance. 

“We need to do it again.”

Clear Creek Baptist Association volunteers serve in Clarksville.
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My granddaughter Ella and I have 
a Christmas tradition of popping pop-
corn and watching “How the Grinch 
Stole Christmas” starring Jim Car-
rey. This year we included her 4-year-
old sister Addison. When the Grinch 
started stealing Whoville’s Christmas, 
Addison asked, “Why is the Grinch 
stealing Christmas?” Before I could re-
spond, Ella answered, “Well, the Grin-
ch can’t really steal Christmas. He is 
only stealing Christmas presents, lights, 
and things. Jesus is 
the real reason for 
Christmas. If you 
have Jesus in your 
heart, you have 
Christmas in your 
heart and no one can take that away.” 
Out of the mouths of babes.

Christmas is about salvation. Imag-
ine Simeon holding baby Jesus in his 
arms, lifting his eyes to heaven and say-
ing, “For my eyes have seen your salva-
tion” (Luke 2:30).   Simeon was a de-
vout and righteous man waiting to see 
the Lord’s Messiah (Luke 2:26).  God 
promised him he would see the Mes-
siah before he died. The Holy Spirit let 
him know this child was the promised 

One. Jesus’ name means, “God is salva-
tion.” This salvation is more than Isra-
el’s nationalistic hopes and aspirations. 
Jesus is the “light to the Gentiles and 
glory to Israel” (Luke 2:32). In Jesus, 
God is revealing His redemptive pur-
pose to all peoples.

Anna, the prophetess, came up to 
baby Jesus and gave thanks to God. 
She spoke prophetically to other 
worshippers in the temple about the 
child. Simeon was waiting for God 

to comfort Israel,  
and Anna was 
looking forward 
to God’s redemp-
tion of Jerusalem. 
Praises were raised 

at Jesus’ birth as a looking forward 
to what He would accomplish in His 
death on the cross. Jesus was born to 
give His life as a payment for the death 
penalty all people deserve because of 
their sin.

God provided a Savior, but salvation 
is not automatic. Salvation is a gift that 
must be received. We need to use this 
season to proclaim and explain to oth-
ers about Jesus and His offer of salva-
tion for all people. Merry Christmas.

Luke gave us three titles in this 
verse for Jesus that indicate His mis-
sion. He is the Savior. In Luke 1:31, 
Mary was instructed to call her son, 
“Jesus.” The name Jesus means “God 
saves.” Jesus will save His people from 
their sins (Matt. 1:21). Luke 1:32 tells 
us that He will be called “the Son of 
the Most High.” This phrase leads to 
a clear messianic affirmation. Jesus is 
the promised Messiah. This is seen in 

reference to the 
eternal throne and 
kingdom of David 
(Luke 1:32-33).

Jesus is also 
called “Lord.” 
This is the title 
Luke used most 

often for Jesus in his gospel. This title 
refers to the holy personal name for 
God Himself. Bethlehem babe is God 
Himself with all the authority and 
power of heaven (Luke 1:32, 35).  

The titles given Jesus at His birth 
indicate His mission of salvation to the 
whole world. Are there any friends or 
family on your Christmas list that need 
Jesus? Share Jesus so they can receive 
the gift of salvation.

Can you imagine the Apostle Paul 
settling down in Antioch and becom-
ing a pastor? Paul didn’t see Antioch as 
a place to settle down and have a suc-
cessful ministry. Paul saw Antioch as a 
launching pad. Paul always had some-
where else to be. He was never comfort-
able as long as he knew there were other 
places where people needed to hear the 
gospel.  

After taking the letter with the Jeru-
salem Council’s decision back to An-
tioch, the Apostle 
Paul told Barnabas 
that he wanted to 
go back and visit 
the churches from 
the first missionary 
journey. He wanted 
to strengthen the churches by visiting 
them and giving them encouragement. 

Barnabas did not hesitate at the 
opportunity and assumed that Mark 
would be a part of the team. Paul was 
adamant that Mark was not going. He 
probably thought Mark would be unreli-
able. Paul and Barnabas were two dedi-
cated men who just helped bring unity 
to the church and yet they couldn’t 
settle their own disagreements. Their 
discussion turned into a heated argu-

ment. God used their contention to 
create two missionary teams instead of 
one. Barnabas took Mark with him to 
Cyprus. Paul chose Silas and they trav-
eled through Syria and Cilicia strength-
ening the churches.

Ultimately, John Mark did succeed 
in ministry, and Paul came to love and 
appreciate him (Col. 4:10; 2 Tim. 4:11; 
Philem. 23-24).  

We should be strengthened to know 
that Christians do disagree. These dis-

agreements can 
often be very pain-
ful in the life of the 
church,  but God 
can use them to 
further His work. 
As an encourager, 

Barnabas asked, “What can God’s work 
do for them?” As an evangelist, Paul 
asked, “What can they do for God’s 
work?” There needs to be a balance of 
both.

Paul and his team evangelized and 
shared the decisions made at the Jeru-
salem Council. These believers were 
strengthened in their faith, and con-
verts were added to the local congrega-
tions. As believers we should be both 
evangelists and encouragers.

It’s easy to have faith when every-
thing is going great. Often faith gives 
way to doubt when our circumstances 
overwhelm us. The Scriptures describe 
Jesus helping all kinds of people with 
all kinds of circumstances. Jesus of-
fered Jairus words of faith, hope and 
power.  

Jairus was a leader in the synagogue. 
Coming to Jesus publicly was very diffi-
cult. The Jewish leaders and the leaders 
in the synagogue 
would not have 
approved. Jairus 
was desperate be-
cause his daugh-
ter was dying. 

Jesus was de-
layed by healing 
another individ-
ual and Jairus’ daughter died (Mark 
5:35). His friend told him not to both-
er Jesus since his daughter had died. 
Jesus overheard and said, “Don’t be 
afraid. Only believe” (Mark 5:36). Jesus 
asked him to have faith. It was easy for 
Jairus to trust Jesus when his daughter 
was alive but it would be much harder 
now. It is the same for us today, but 
God wants us to have faith in the midst 
of trying circumstances.

The professional mourners had as-
sembled and began to weep loudly. 
Jesus entered and said, “The child is 
not dead but asleep” (Mark 5:39). The 
mourners started laughing at Him. 
Jesus took Jairus, his wife and those 
who were with Him to where the child 
was lying. He spoke to her, “Little girl, 
I say to you, get up!” (Mark 5:41). She 
did, and Jesus told her family to feed 
her. I always wondered what the laugh-

ing mourners 
did then. Their 
services were no 
longer needed. 
We see the very 
power of God 
here. The little 
girl was not only 
brought back to 

life but she was also healed. She got up 
and walked around (Mark 5:42).

As a therapist and chaplain, I 
am constantly surrounded by a cul-
ture of sickness and death. I know 
God doesn’t heal all sicknesses  
and diseases. Ultimately He has all au-
thority, and we are never to fear but 
to have faith. “We are more than vic-
torious through Him who loved us”  
(Rom. 8:37).

A Christian lady’s non-Christian 
friend asked what she needed for 
Christmas. She told her friend that 
the only thing she needed was Jesus 
and He was already in her heart.  Her 
friend was unimpressed and asked 
what she wanted for Christmas. She 
then told her friend that she wanted 
the courage to share Christ with others. 
Her friend, very annoyed by this time, 
asked, “OK, besides all that, is there 
anything else you 
want for Christ-
mas?”  She replied 
with a smile, “I 
want the same for 
you.” Christmas 
doesn’t come in 
gifts wrapped in 
beautiful paper and ribbon. He comes 
wrapped in swaddling clothes.

We get so wrapped up in the secular 
trappings of Christmas that we forget 
that Bethlehem’s babe is Calvary’s sac-
rifice. Luke tied the earthly birth and 
heavenly nature of Jesus with the mis-
sion He came to accomplish. Luke 2:11 
says, “Today a Savior, who is Messiah 
the Lord, was born for you in the city 
of David.”  

Jesus saves
LUKE 2:4-20 (HCSB)

BIBLE STUDIES FOR LIFE

DECEMBER 24, 2017

DECEMBER 31, 2017

The Promised One
LUKE 2:25-38 (CSB)

EXPLORE THE BIBLE

Jesus heals
MARK 5:22-24, 35-43  (HCSB)

BIBLE STUDIES FOR LIFE

Strengthened
ACTS 15:36-41; 16:1-5 (CSB)

EXPLORE THE BIBLE
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commentary 
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Gerald Nash

Gerald Nash is a registered respiratory therapist at Saint Mary’s Regional Medical Center in Russellville. He is 
a member of Second Baptist Church, Conway, where he serves as a Bible teacher, small group leader and 
member of the men’s ministry. He also serves as a clergy-chaplain at Baptist Memorial Hospital in Conway. He 
has attended several universities and seminaries, including Williams Baptist College and Southwestern Baptist 
Theological Seminary. He has earned a bachelor’s degree in Christian ministries, master’s degrees in pastoral 
studies and theological studies and a doctorate in pastoral studies. He volunteers on the Cairo Geniza Princ-
eton project analyzing and sorting undeciphered Hebrew, Greek and Arabic manuscript fragments (10th-13th 
centuries) of the Jewish diaspora in Egypt. His goal is to be an adjunct professor and return to the university to 
work on a master’s degree in archaeology with an emphasis in paleography.

BIBLE COMMENTARY
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The larger context of this lesson has 
three movements: persecution, conver-
sion and transformation.

Persecution of Jews and Christians 
was common in the Roman colonies. 
It is here that Paul and Silas were at-
tacked, arrested, beaten, stripped of 
their clothes and jailed. Why? Paul 
performed an exorcism on a demon-
possessed slave girl who had the abil-
ity to tell fortunes. She followed the 
missionary team and kept crying out 
who they were and 
what they were 
doing. Although 
she told the truth, 
Paul found the free 
advertisement from 
a demon distracting and unwanted. 
So he exorcised the demon from her,  
which caused a potential loss of income 
for her owners.

They were charged with being Jewish 
and doing unlawful Roman practices. 
This was in simple terms anti-Semitism 
and fascism. It is interesting that fas-
cism does not begin with Hitler and his 
Third Reich; it began in ancient Rome. 
The chief magistrates in Philippi were 
the law enforcement officers. Their of-

ficial symbol a bundle of rods with a 
protruding ax from the middle, tied to-
gether with a red band call the “fasces.” 
This symbol was revived by Mussolini 
for his fascist movement.  

God used their persecution to bring 
about conversion. While in jail and 
in the stocks, Paul and Silas began to 
sing praises to God. Suddenly, there 
was an earthquake, and the chains 
were loosed and the cell doors opened. 
Assuming all prisoners had escaped, 

the jailer decided 
to kill himself but 
Paul stopped him. 
Paul told him that 
all the prisoners 
were still there. 

God used all the events to prepare 
his heart for conversion. He wanted 
to know how to be saved (Acts 16:30). 
Paul led him and his entire household 
to Christ, and they were all baptized.  

The jailer didn’t just have a super-
ficial conversion. He experienced a 
transformation. When we are saved 
there must be a transformation. This 
gives evidence to our salvation experi-
ence. It is this transformation that al-
lows us to be faithful witnesses.

The spiritual leaders of Israel had 
let the people down. Israel, as a nation, 
was lost, helpless, without guidance, 
malnourished of spiritual truth and 
lacking spiritual protection. So Jesus 
began to teach and shepherd them.

People have physical needs, but their 
greatest need is spiritual. The disciples 
wanted Jesus to dismiss them so the 
people could go and buy themselves 
something to eat. Jesus replied, “You 
give them something to eat” (Mark 

6:37). The only 
available resource 
was five loaves of 
bread and two 
fish. Jesus told 
them to have the 

people sit down. The people were seat-
ed, Jesus blessed the food and the dis-
ciples handed out enough food to feed 
the crowd with 12 baskets left over. 
Jesus met both spiritual and physical 
needs.

God wants us to have compassion 
on those in need. He wants us to meet 
both their physical needs and their 
spiritual needs. Jesus can use our lim-
ited abilities and our limited resources 
to provide for the needs of people.

Athens was the cultural and edu-
cational capital of the Greco-Roman 
world. It was also the idolatry capital. 
It has been said that Athens had more 
idols than people. The days of Socrates, 
Plato, Aristotle, Epicurus and Zeno 
lived on in the idols and temples. It was 
in the marketplace that Paul encoun-
tered, and began a dialog with, some 
Epicurean and Stoic philosophers.

These philosophers, who were very 
systematic in their thinking, called 
Paul a “pseudo-
intellectual” (Acts 
17:18). The New 
King James Version 
used the term “bab-
bler.” It was a word 
used to describe a bird that picks up 
seed here and there. Metaphorically, 
the philosophers used it of Paul because 
they saw his thinking and speaking as 
eclectic. They couldn’t understand him 
beyond the context of their polytheism. 
They invited him to the Areopagus to 
expound on his teaching about Jesus 
and His resurrection.

The many altars provided Paul a 
launching pad for the preaching of the 
gospel. Paul began with the doctrine of 
God and used as his object lesson the 

altar “To An Unknown God” (Acts 
17:23). In sharing the God of the Bible 
with them he was making known the 
unknown. Paul affirmed that God cre-
ated the world, created people and gave 
them life, controls all nations and re-
vealed Himself so that people would 
seek Him (Acts 17:24-28).  

Paul then told them that idolatry 
is wrong, ignorance must end, people 
must repent, and a day has been ap-
pointed when His Son will judge the 

world. When he 
began to preach 
Jesus’ resurrection 
from the dead,  
some ridiculed 
him but some be-

lieved. Luke names Dionysius and a 
woman named Damaris who believed 
as well as others. We know nothing fur-
ther about them or whether a church 
formed in Athens. Some scholars por-
tray Paul’s message in the Areopagus 
as a failure. Luke doesn’t portray it 
this way. Anytime people believe the 
gospel, repent and are saved, regard-
less of the number, it is a success. It is 
important that, as believers, we make 
known to this culture the unknown,  
Jesus Christ.

Recently a lady told me that she 
hasn’t attended church since she was 
much younger. I asked why and she 
said, “The church is full of hypocrites.” 
As we talked, it became obvious that 
she had an image of what Christians 
were, and when they faltered, so did 
her faith.  

Perhaps a good Christian will attend 
all the services at the church. He will go 
on mission trips and do mission proj-
ects. He has a passion for the lost and 
is involved in 
the evangelism 
and outreach 
programs. He 
prays out loud in 
church. He is an 
inerrantist and is conservatively ortho-
dox in his theology. He doesn’t drink, 
smoke or use profanity. He has a pas-
sion for God. He loves his church, his 
family and his nation.

The description above could have 
identified a first century Pharisee. The 
people saw them as the model citizens 
and a model of piety and religion. Jesus 
gave them a scathing indictment by 
calling them hypocrites, religious pre-
tenders.

The Pharisees brought an indict-

ment against the disciples for not 
following the tradition of the elders. 
It seemed the disciples were not 
washing their hands before they ate. 
This had nothing to do with cleanli-
ness but everything to do with rules 
they had established as additions 
to the law. By obeying their tradi-
tion, they were breaking God’s law  
(Mark 7:10-13).

They were breaking the fifth com-
mandment, which says mothers and 

fathers are to be 
honored. They 
were to care for 
the needs of 
their aging par-
ents. The Phari-

sees got around this by pronouncing a 
thing call “corban” (Mark 7:11). Cor-
ban literally means “an offering or gift 
dedicated to God.” If you pronounced 
something corban, you couldn’t give it 
to your parents. Their resources could 
still be used for personal gain and grati-
fication and be justified in not using it 
to help your parents. Jesus was saying 
they were breaking God’s law by keep-
ing their traditions.

We should always choose God’s law 
over cultural traditions.

Outside of the resurrection, there 
is no Bible story or event that speaks 
more directly to the reality of the divin-
ity of Christ. The feeding of the five 
thousand is the only miracle, outside 
the resurrection, that is recorded in all 
four gospels. This passage teaches us 
that only God can do what God does. 
We also see the humanity of Jesus 
emerge in this passage.

Jesus and his disciples went by boat 
to a remote place for rest. While he 
was getting out 
of the boat Jesus 
saw a huge crowd 
that had come 
from the towns. 
It is important 
to notice Jesus’ immediate response, 
“he had compassion on them” (Mark 
6:34). The word “compassion” indi-
cates that He was deeply moved. The 
people were not coming to Him be-
cause they were hungry. Jesus gave us 
the clue, “they were like sheep without 
a shepherd” (Mark 6:34). They need-
ed guidance and Someone to guide 
them. Jesus’s emphasis wasn’t food. 
He “began to teach them many things”  
(Mark 6:34).

Jesus provides
MARK 6:33-44 (HCSB)
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A changed family
ACTS 16:22-34 (HCSB)
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Jesus corrects
MARK 7:5-15 (HCSB)
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The unknown known
ACTS 17:22-34 (HCSB)
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