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300-plus pastors 
gather for prayer

Thousands of students to 
gather for prayer Sept. 27

THOUSANDS OF Ar-
kansas students are ex-
pected to gather around 
the f lagpoles of their 
schools to join in prayer at 
the annual See You at the 
Pole (SYATP) day at 7 a.m. 
Sept. 27.

The theme of this year’s 
prayer gathering is Fix Our 
Eyes, based on Hebrews 
12:2.

In North Little Rock, 
Josh Jordan, student pas-
tor at Park Hill Baptist 
Church, challenges his 
students, representing 
13 local schools, to par-
ticipate in SYATP. He 
sees the event as an effec-
tive way to teach students 
about the value of prayer.

“In the day we live in, 
it’s important to teach 
kids to come together and 
pray,” he said.

SYATP also provides an 
opportunity to develop a 
connection between what 
students learn at church 
with how they live out 
their faith at school, said 
Daniel Johnson, minister 
to students at First Baptist 
Church, Dover. He hopes 
the annual event will “stir 
evangelistic fervor” among 
his students, adding that 
his church plans a Saw 
You at the Pole rally for 
middle school and high 
school students on the 
Wednesday evening fol-
lowing the SYATP event.

In conjunction with 
SYATP, the Global Week 
of Student Prayer, Sept. 
24-30, encourages public, 
private and home school 
students to find new and 
unique ways, places and 
times to pray throughout 
the week. 

The annual SYATP 
event grew out of a 1990 
DiscipleNow weekend in 
Texas when a small group 
of students prayed at flag-
poles at different schools 
on a Saturday night. 

For more information, 
visit syatp.org.

ROGERS – More than 300 
pastors and ministers gathered 
for prayer Aug. 28-29 around 
the theme, Thy Kingdom 
Come! Kingdom Unity that 
leads to Kingdom Advance! 
at Cross Church at Pinnacle 
Hills in Rogers.

“We come to You tonight, 
Lord, to give You praise. We 
give You thanks,” proclaimed 
Ronnie Floyd, senior pastor of 
Cross Church in northwest Ar-
kansas and a facilitator of the 
prayer gathering, to the crowd 
prior to a time of praise and 
worship.

The praise chorus, “Spirit 
of the living God, fall fresh on 
me,” echoed throughout the 
large room where participants 
gathered, followed by the re-
frain, “Fall fresh on us!”

Floyd and co-facilitator Bill 
Elliff, teaching pastor at The 
Summit Church in North 
Little Rock, encouraged par-
ticipants to set aside time to 
invite the presence of God to 
radically transform their lives 
and ministry.

“Prayer always precedes the 
great movements of God,” said 
Floyd, who has led numerous 
prayer gatherings in Arkansas 
and across the United States. 
Floyd recently was named pres-
ident of the National Day of 
Prayer (see related story below) 
and is the immediate past pres-
ident of the Southern Baptist 
Convention.

The prayer gathering’s 
speakers included Wes 
George, senior pastor of First 
Baptist Church in Rogers, 
who told ministers to seek 
unity with God by “pursuing 
humility and confession” and 
“by abiding in Christ and in 
His Word.”

“Abiding is an ever aware-
ness that God is with us,” said 
George.

Elliff encouraged partici-
pants to review and apply the 
booklet provided at tables, “50 
Marks of a Man of God,” by 
searching their hearts, praying 
afterwards “to get your heart 
right with the Lord.”

Greg Addison, associate ex-

CAMP SILOAM BREAKS GROUND – Charles Bonner (right), who, along with 
wife, Genevieve, donated $1 million to Camp Siloam’s Feed My Sheep campaign, 
celebrates the groundbreaking of the camp’s new $3.4 million dining hall with Jason 
Wilkie, Camp Siloam executive director, Aug. 22. The groundbreaking was attended 
by the camp’s board of trustees, Arkansas Baptist State Convention leadership and 
pastors, Siloam Springs city leaders, members of C.R. Crawford Construction, Lewis 
Architects and others. Camp Siloam has raised $2.7 million for the new dining hall, 
but still has $735,000 to raise by Jan. 1 to meet a matching $250,000 challenge 
issued by the Mabee Foundation.

ecutive director of the Arkan-
sas Baptist State Convention, 
spoke on unity in the family of 
God, followed by a panel dis-
cussion on how to bring heal-
ing over the racial divide.

During the day-and-a-half 
event, numerous speakers 
highlighted the Kingdom Ad-
vance theme, “Through me, in 

our churches, in our cities, on 
our campuses, in our nation 
and in our state.”

A special time was set 
aside to pray for the vic-
tims of Hurricane Harvey in 
Texas, which has been rav-
aged by widespread flooding 
and damage to property and  
infrastructure.

Arkansas Baptist ministry leaders (from left) Ronnie Floyd, senior pastor of Cross 
Church in northwest Arkansas; Neil Scoggins, Arkansas Baptist State Convention 
church planting team member and pastor of City of Refuge Community Church, 
Little Rock; Jarvis Smith, pastor of Second Baptist Church, West Helena; Sam 
Roberts, senior pastor of First Baptist Church, Stuttgart; and Bill Elliff, senior pastor of 
The Summit Church in North Little Rock, discuss race relations in the church during 
the Arkansas pastors prayer gathering Aug. 29-30 at Cross Church at Pinnacle Hills 
in Rogers. View a photo gallery of the event at arkansasbaptist.org/photo-gallery. 
Photo by Caleb Yarbrough

Floyd named president  
of National Day of Prayer
COLORADO SPRINGS, 
Colo. – Ronnie Floyd, senior 
pastor of Cross Church in 
northwest Arkansas, has been 
named president of the Na-
tional Day of Prayer.

Floyd, who will continue 
to serve in his role as 
pastor, wrote in a blog 
post announcing his 
latest ministry assign-
ment, “In this desper-
ate and urgent hour 
when turmoil and di-
vision are evident in 
America and security 
threats are being made 
against America, it is 
imperative that we do all we 
can right now to mobilize uni-
fied public prayer for Ameri-
ca.”

Floyd, who said he felt led 
to this position in this season 
of his life, wrote, “America's 
greatest need today is to expe-

rience the next great spiritual 
awakening. We know that no 
great movement of God ever 
occurs that is not preceded 
by the extraordinary prayer of 
God's people.”

As he steps into this new 
role, Floyd told the 
Arkansas Baptist News 
he is concerned for 
America.

“I am really bur-
dened about where we 
are – the deep polariza-
tion, the division, the 
speech that is not hon-
oring to one another. 
There’s never been a 

greater need in our country 
than prayer for our nation,” 
said Floyd.  

As National Day of Prayer 
president, Floyd will oversee 
mobilization of individuals, 

Floyd

See FLOYD page 9
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Ark. DR deploys following Texas floods
Paragould pastor  
killed in auto accident 

PARAGOULD – Thomas 
Hood, 70, pastor of Clarks 
Chapel Baptist Church in 
Paragould, died Aug. 22 
as a result of injuries from 
an auto accident south of 
Paragould.

Hood’s wife, Linda, 72, 
was airlifted to Method-
ist University Hospital in 
Memphis following the 
accident in serious condi-
tion, but has since been 
released. She suffered bro-
ken ribs and a broken ver-
tebrae. 

The accident occurred 
at 12:30 p.m. on U.S. 49 
near an intersection with 
County Road 931 south 
of Paragould, according to 
Arkansas State Police.

The report said Hood’s 
2013 Hyundai was head-
ing north on the highway 
while a 1999 GMC tow 
truck was heading south. 
The truck reportedly 
crossed into northbound 
traffic and rammed the 
Hyundai’s driver’s side, 
and the GMC then ran 
into the Homeplace Furni-
ture building at 16 County 
Road 931.

No other injuries were 
reported.

Ark. Baptist Foundation  
sets distribution record

ARKADELPHIA – A new 
distribution record of $34 
million was announced 
Aug. 10 at the Arkansas 
Baptist Foundation Board 
of Directors meeting held 
at Ouachita Baptist Uni-
versity (OBU).

During a review of sec-
ond quarter financial re-
porting, it was announced 
that 2017 distributions-
to-date amounted to 
$17,417,114, an increase 
of 64 percent from the 
same period a year ago. 
It brought the total 
distributions for a 12-
month period to a record 
$34,008,364, said Bobby 
Thomas, Foundation 
president.

Caleb Yarbrough
Arkansas Baptist News

HOUSTON – Arkansas Bap-
tist disaster relief (DR) units 
began deploying to areas of 
Texas devastated by Hurricane 
Harvey and related storms 
Aug. 30.

However, the work is just 
beginning.

After making landfall Aug. 
25 Harvey dumped more than 
50 inches of rain on large areas 
of Texas’ Gulf Coast, causing 
widespread flooding across a 
quarter of the state.

Thirty-nine deaths had 
been reported as of Sept. 1, 
with more people still missing, 
in connection with the storms 
and subsequent flooding, ac-
cording to media reports. 
More than 30,000 people re-
main in shelters across south-
eastern Texas, as local, state 
and national authorities con-
tinue to conduct rescues and 
recoveries.

Nearly 100,000 Texans 
have already applied for emer-
gency aid, according to Fed-
eral Emergency Management 
Agency (FEMA) officials. So 
far, the agency has distributed 
nearly $60 million to victims 
of recent storms and flooding 
in the state.

The Geyer Springs First 
Baptist Church, 
Little Rock, shower 
unit deployed Aug. 
30. Tri-County Bap-
tist Association, 
based in Wynne, de-
ployed its chainsaw 
and shower units 
Aug. 31. Tri-Coun-
ty also deployed a 
generator, which is 
being used to sup-
port a shelter, ac-
cording to Michelle 
Hendrix, Arkansas 
Baptist State Con-
vention (ABSC) mis-
sions team member.

Hendrix said 
more Arkansas Bap-
tist chainsaw and 
feeding units will 
continue to be de-
ployed as requested 
and flood recovery 
units will be sent 
to Texas as waters 
begin to recede over the next 
couple of weeks. Seventy feed-
ing volunteers will be needed 
each week once deployments 
begin.

“Now that some of the 

water has gone down in the 
Houston area, we are starting 
to see more demand for our 
shower and feeding units,” 
said Randy Garrett, ABSC DR 
director.

Unit 1, Arkansas Baptist 
DR’s largest unit capable of 
producing 30,000 meals per 
day, and the shower unit of 
First Baptist Church, Ozark, 
have been sent to one of the 
convention centers near Hous-
ton, said Garrett.

“I hear story after story 
about families who have lost 
everything who are saying, 
‘This is nothing, as long as we 
have each other, we are going 
to get through this,’” Garrett 
said about the resilience of 
those affected by Harvey.

To meet the high need for 
volunteers, the ABSC hosted 
an emergency DR training 
event Aug. 30 at the Baptist 
building in Little Rock. Nearly 
100 people attended.

Another emergency train-
ing event will be held Sept. 13 
at the ABSC building. Regu-
larly scheduled regional train-
ing events will be held Sept. 
9 at Central Baptist Church, 
Jonesboro, and Oct. 14 at 
Geyer Springs First Baptist 
Church, Little Rock.

“This will be a very long-
term deployment for us,” said 

Garrett. “On a scale of one to 
10, with Hurricane Katrina 
being maybe a five, this (Har-
vey) is probably going to be a 
12. The scope of this is consid-
erably larger with a lot more 

rain and a lot more flooding.
“We are going to be there 

for the long haul. We’ll move 
in and be there until there is 

no more need for Arkansas 
Baptist disaster relief,” he said.

The Southern Baptists of 
Texas Convention (SBTC) 
began deploying DR units to 
aid their fellow Texans Aug. 

An Arkansas Baptist disaster relief (DR) volunteer photographs DR trainees for 
their official DR credentials during an emergency DR training event Aug. 30 at the 
Arkansas Baptist State Convention building in Little Rock.

28. Texas Baptist DR teams 
have already been sent to some 
of the hardest hit areas of the 
state, including Athens, Rock-

port, Corpus Christi and 
Houston, as well as Aus-
tin, Texas’ capital city.

Echoing Garrett’s com-
ment, Gordon Knight, 
SBTC director of chap-
lains, said the biggest need 
right now is for trained di-
saster relief volunteers.

“Thank goodness we 
have sister conventions 
that respond,” Knight 
told the Southern Baptist 
TEXAN.

In light of the magni-
tude of Harvey’s destruc-
tion, Knight said that a 
steady stream of DR vol-
unteers would most likely 
be needed for months.

“We’re telling folks re-
alistically until Thanksgiv-
ing. That’s a conservative 
estimate,” Knight told the 
TEXAN.

For more information 
about emergency DR 

training or how you can do-
nate to the relief effort, visit 
absc.org/ministries/disaster-
relief.

Contact Caleb Yarbrough at 
caleb@arkansasbaptist.org.

Randy Garrett (right), Arkansas Baptist State Convention (ABSC) disaster relief (DR) director, leads an 
emergency DR training event Aug. 30 at the ABSC building in Little Rock. Nearly 100 people were in at-
tendance. Arkansas Baptist DR units began deploying to areas of southeastern Texas recently affected by 
Hurricane Harvey and related storms Aug. 30. Photo by Caleb Yarbrough
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reason for the hope that you have...”

 1 Peter 3:15 (NIV)
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Your state paper: An anchor in our community 
I have often said when 

speaking to various groups 
across the state regarding the 
importance of maintaining a 
strong state Baptist newspa-
per, “After all, if we don’t tell 
our story, who will?”

But in reality, the function 
of a state Baptist newspaper 
goes far beyond that. While 
its duty is to tell the story 
of how God 
is working 
among South-
ern Baptists, 
it plays just as 
important of 
a role in docu-
menting the times in which it 
is published.

God has been at work 
across Arkansas since the 
beginning of our great state, 
and providing an account of 
that work has been an impor-
tant framework of our state 
Baptist newspaper since its 
founding.

The first charge of The Bap-
tist Advance – the name under 
which the Arkansas Baptist 
News (ABN) was founded in 
1901 – was “For Christ, the 
Churches and Cooperation.”

While a state Baptist con-
vention communications de-
partment can tell the stories 
of all of the wonderful things 
God is doing among His 
people, a state Baptist newspa-
per’s role is tasked with jour-
naling the times in which we 
live to hopefully bring better 
understanding to issues that 
impact Baptists as we strive to 
be the hands and feet of Jesus 
Christ to a lost and dying 
world.

The mission statement of 
the ABN supports this prem-
ise: “The Arkansas Baptist 
News exists to assist Kingdom 
work by informing, inspiring 
and involving Arkansas Bap-

tists through meeting needs of 
people, spreading the gospel, 
making disciples and growing 
God’s work in Arkansas and 
beyond.”

Thumb through the pages 
of practically any state Baptist 
newspaper and you’ll find 
stories of faith, perseverance 
and celebration of the mighty 
works of God. Additionally, 

you’ll find sto-
ries of the 
workings of 
the Southern 
Baptist Con-
vention and 
its entities, 

opinion and editorials from 
Christian and entity leaders, 
news from across the state, 
postings of pastor and church 
staff openings, news analysis 
pieces, Sunday school com-
mentaries and much, much 
more.

It is unfathomable to think 
that one day the work of 
Arkansas Baptists would be 
without an independent voice 
from pastors and laypeople 
alike provided through their 
Baptist newspaper.

However, we must acknowl-
edge that these are challeng-
ing times for all print publica-
tions. The Internet and the 
emergence of social media 
have forever changed the way 
a state Baptist newspaper 
functions and seeks to reach 
its various audiences.

In the book, “Saving Com-
munity Journalism,” research-
er Penelope Muse Abernathy 
states, “(W)hat is important is 
not the size of a paper’s print 
circulation but, rather, the 
mission of the paper.”

I couldn’t agree more.
Abernathy goes on to say, 

“Publishers and editors can 
begin by asking this simple 
question: if your newspaper 

ceased publishing tomorrow, 
who has the most to lose? The 
answer in most communities 
– rural and urban, large and 
small – is that there would 
be a tremendous vacuum for 
many, including readers and 
public officials, who depend 
on the newspaper to be a 
credible and comprehensive 
source of news and informa-
tion that affects the commu-
nity; advertisers, who depend 
on the newspaper to connect 
them with local consumers of 
their goods and services; and 
shareholders, employees, and 
vendors, who rely on the 
newspaper for income.”

While Abernathy’s book 
is about for-profit newspa-
pers, I believe her words 
ring vitally true to Baptist 
journalism as well.

Our state Baptist news-
paper represents a com-
munity of nearly 1,600  
Arkansas Baptist State 
Convention-affiliated 
churches across the state, 
which includes more than  
550,000 Arkansas Baptist 
members of all ages in 
small, medium-size and 
large churches. 

What’s more, the influ-
ence of the life and work 
of Arkansas Baptists on 
our great state is huge – if we 
considered their numbers 
alone. However, it should be 
acknowledged that Arkansas 
Baptists serve in practically 
every imaginable venue in 
private business and public 
life  – from the governor’s 
seat to influential CEOs of 
major corporations – along 
with every possible position 
in between.

The ABN plays an impor-
tant support role of further-
ing the work of the state con-
vention and promoting and 

advocating the work of other 
convention agencies. We 
exist, in part, to undergird the 
total work of the state conven-
tion and the Southern Baptist 
Convention. 

However, the ABN also 
plays a watchdog role, serv-
ing as the eyes and ears of 
Baptists, informing readers of 
whatever is happening in Bap-
tist life and trusting Baptists 
to make wise decisions.

Our purpose statement 
reads, “The Arkansas Baptist 
News … is committed to 
providing timely, fair and ac-

curate information of interest 
to Arkansas Baptists. The Ar-
kansas Baptist News staff seeks 
to produce a quality publica-
tion to inform, inspire and 
involve.

“We seek to inform readers 
regarding local church news, 
associational news, state con-
vention news and national 
Southern Baptist Convention 
news.

“We seek to inspire read-
ers by sharing exciting stories 
about how God is using 
churches, programs and in-

dividuals in powerful ways 
for Kingdom business. By 
seeing what others are doing, 
Baptists are inspired to adapt 
ideas to minister to others.

“We seek to involve readers 
by sharing diverse opportuni-
ties for involvement in mis-
sions, ministries and evange-
lism. We encourage readers 
to become actively involved 
in what God is doing through 
Arkansas Baptists.

“The Arkansas Baptist News 
strives for journalistic integ-
rity, fairness and balance in its 
reporting of Baptist news.”

Arkansas Baptists 
should be proud of all 
of their institutions that 
have distinguished them-
selves as leaders in their 
particular ministry: our 
colleges, our children’s 
home, our foundation 
and our state camp. 
The leaders and staff of 
these entities have the 
sole purpose of bringing 
glory and honor to Jesus 
Christ. The ABN does its 
best to tell their stories 
and assist them in their 
mission in every edition 
we publish.

We have a great Arkan-
sas Baptist community, 
which is worth preserv-

ing today and for future gen-
erations.

Ron Heifetz of the John F. 
Kennedy School of Govern-
ment at Harvard University 
perhaps said it best:

“A good newspaper is an 
anchor in a community. A 
newspaper reminds a commu-
nity every day of its collective 
identity, the stake we have in 
one another, and the lessons 
of its history.”

Tim Yarbrough is editor/
executive director of the Arkansas 
Baptist News.

Pressing On
Tim Yarbrough
Phil. 3:14
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W e probably prayed harder for campers this year than 
any other year I can remember. All spring the year-

round staff at Camp Siloam were praying and fasting for 
God to break down the barriers for campers to come to 
camp and hear about Jesus. We knew the hurdles: financ-
es, family schedules, sports, distance and, 
in some cases, Jesus.  

Barry Lagg, children’s pastor at First 
Baptist Church, Mountain Home, pulled 
me aside one morning during summer 
camp and told me he had two sisters who 
had “no business being at camp.” In fact, 
he said, “I don’t even know how they are at camp.” I 
wondered how these sisters could possibly have ‘no busi-
ness being at camp.’ Slightly puzzled, I asked, “What do 
you mean?” He explained the girls’ parents are atheists; 
their theology is science. “Why would their parents allow 
them to come to a church camp?” he asked rhetorically. It 
dawned on me that God had heard our prayers and that 
these girls were evidence He was making a way for campers 
to come.

The momentum of what God is doing at Camp Siloam 
continues to grow. This summer we had the largest num-
ber of campers and counselors in attendance since I’ve 
been at Camp Siloam. Total attendance was 5,338. It was 
the most campers at Siloam since 2003.

Four hundred and eighty-six salvations (486) are the 

most that Camp Siloam has seen since 2006. In week 
eight, we had 96 salvations for the week on the last morn-
ing. Mike Seabaugh, pastor of Central Baptist Church, 
Magnolia, shared with me that he had been praying for 
100 campers to be saved his week. Seabaugh always gives 

campers a last chance to receive Jesus. During 
the altar call of his last sermon, 12 campers 
came forward, including four for salvation. 
Exactly 100 campers were saved the last day of 
the last week of camp.

Another exciting statistic was that 68 camp-
ers expressed interest in exploring a call to 

full-time ministry or missions. We are working with J.D. 
“Sonny” Tucker, executive director of the Arkansas Baptist 
State Convention, to follow up with these students and get 
them connected in ministry through E4Call.

Each year we sponsor an International Mission Board 
(IMB) mission project. This year campers gave $7,700 to a 
OneLife mission project in China called “One Children’s 
Center.” First Baptist Church, West Fork, made the same 
project their vacation Bible school offering, and the chil-
dren raised an additional $535 to go toward the project. 
Our goal is to raise $10,000 and, in addition, to send sum-
mer staff to serve on the IMB’s Christmas in China project 
to bring the gospel. To find out more about the IMB’s 
OneLife projects, go to onelifematters.org.

Jason Wilkie is executive director of Camp Siloam.

P rayer is one of those enjoy-
able times in our family, es-

pecially around the dinner table. 
We keep an Operation World 
prayer calendar on our table that 
provides several prayer ideas for 
countries and people groups 
around the world to be reached 
with the gospel. It helps expand 
our family vision by praying for 
missions above and beyond how 
we normally pray.

God’s Word calls us to make 
disciples of all nations (Matt. 
28:19-20), declare His glory 
among the nations (Psa. 96:3), 
earnestly pray for laborers for the 
harvest (Luke 10:2) and make His 
house a house of prayer for all na-
tions (Mark 11:17). God’s heart is 
for the nations. We need to help 
the next generation look above 
and beyond their microscopic 
view of the world and give them a 
telescopic vision to seek God for 
the nations. 

One of the ways our family 
prays during the year is to utilize 
the prayer guides for the Annie 
Armstrong Easter Offering 
for North American Missions 
(March/April), Dixie Jackson 
Arkansas Missions Offering (Sep-
tember) and Lottie Moon Christ-
mas offering for International 
Missions (December). 

The Dixie Jackson offering 
prayer guide is a free download at 
absc.org. Prayer suggestions are 
included to guide your prayer to-
gether as a family. You’ll have the 
opportunity to pray for Acts 1:8 
One Day Mission Trips, E4Call, 
church planting, disaster relief 
and giving to the Dixie Jackson 
offering. Praying through this 
prayer guide will give you and 
your family a variety of ideas of 
how you might become more 
engaged in missions across Ar-
kansas.

We encourage our children 
to read these guides each day, 
and then we take turns praying 
through the different prayer 
needs mentioned. It teaches them 
to pray for missions, connects 
their hearts to God’s heart, and 
helps them see needs around the 
state, country and world. I desire 
for them to catch a vision of pray-
ing, giving and going on mission. 

Ben Phillips is a member of the 
ABSC evangelism and church health 
team.

G race to you and peace from God our Father and the 
Lord Jesus Christ” (Eph. 1:2, HCSB).  

A few years ago, while taking a break from whatever I 
was doing that day in the office, I heard organ music fill-
ing the hallways. Venturing into the sanctuary expecting to 
see our organist preparing for Sunday’s worship, I was sur-
prised to see a large, African-American man seated at the 
organ playing the great hymns of our faith. That encounter 
began a friendship with the pastor of a local AME church. 
New to town, Wayne was making his rounds visiting each 
church with an organ.

Although he lived in Stuttgart just a few years, Wayne 
made a tremendous impression on many 
in our community. There are two facts 
about Wayne I will always remember.  
First, he wore a suit everywhere he went. 
A running joke among us pastors was 
that he probably wore a suit while he was 
mowing the yard! We did finally succeed in getting Wayne 
to wear a pair of blue jeans. Of course, they were designer 
jeans, and he always wore his dress shirt and gold jewelry 
with them. What I will remember most about Wayne is 
that he would always greet people with “Grace and peace 
to you.” That greeting always brought a smile to whoever 
was addressed and provided a sense of comfort and, well, 
peace.

Recently I have been preaching through Paul’s letter 
known as Ephesians. If you are familiar with his letters, 
you know that this was his common greeting to the church-
es. Paul took the typical greeting of Gentiles (Greeks) and 
combined it with the typical greeting of the Jewish people. 
When Gentiles would meet each other in public, they 
would say, chare, meaning rejoice. Jewish people would 
greet each other with shalom, meaning peace. Paul put his 
own twist on the Greek greeting by changing chare to charis, 
meaning grace.

Most often when we read the greetings of Paul, we have 
the tendency to rush through to the meat of the letter.  I 
would encourage you to camp there for a few minutes. 
Paul’s greeting is rich in theology.

Can you imagine the joy in the hearts of Gentile and 
Jewish believers alike as they heard these words read: 
“But now in Christ Jesus, you who were far away have 
been brought near by the blood of the Messiah” (Eph. 
2:13, HCSB). Hugs and high-fives all around! “For He 
is our peace, who made both groups one and tore down 
the dividing wall of hostility… so that He might create in 
Himself one new man from the two, resulting in peace. 
He did this so that he might reconcile both to God in one 
body through the cross and put the hostility to death by 
it” (Eph. 2:14-16, HCSB). In this greeting, Paul provided 
the church a new language, which reflects God’s will for 

unity in His body. Division within the body 
is never a reflection of the cross. The gospel 
produces unity where once there was divi-
sion. This is the Church God designed.

With this greeting, Paul was also con-
veying a great truth about the Lord Jesus 

Christ. He is the source of grace and peace. Not one of 
us has been included in the body of Christ because of 
our race, gender, economic standing, marital status or 
political bent. “For you are saved by grace through faith, 
and this is not from yourselves; it is God’s gift” (Eph. 2:8, 
HCSB). Church, my heart is heavy due to the current so-
cial unrest of our nation. Feelings of superiority because 
of the color of one’s skin have absolutely no legitimacy in 
our understanding of the gospel of grace. This greeting 
conveys the truth of the gospel. First comes grace, which 
is always followed by peace. “When the Messiah came, He 
proclaimed the good news of peace to you who were far 
away and peace to those who were near. For through him 
we both have access in one Spirit to the Father” (Eph. 2:17-
18, HCSB). As our lives are filled with His grace, we have 
peace even as the world around us is falling apart. This is 
the gospel we proclaim, even in the way we greet one an-
other. “Grace to you and peace from God our Father and 
the Lord Jesus Christ.”

Hugs and high-fives all around!
Sam Roberts is senior pastor of First Baptist Church in Stutt-

gart and president of the Arkansas Baptist State Convention.

Family Matters
Ben Phillips

Above and beyond missions

‘Praying harder’

‘Grace and peace to you’ 

President’s 
Perspective
Sam Roberts

Camp Siloam
Jason Wilkie



September 7, 20176 Editorial & opinion

Raising up stewards
A t the Foundation, I have 

the privilege of provid-
ing estate planning to individ-
uals in denominational ser-
vice and assisting those who 
wish to make gifts to evan-
gelical ministries.  With this 
task, I’m sometimes brought 
into fam-
ily dynam-
ics, which 
make estate 
planning 
complicated. 
Many times, 
the individuals I encounter 
are concerned about the next 
generation and how they will 
steward what they have accu-
mulated over a lifetime. 

Fortunately, I can speak 
into these situations from a 
biblical perspective and, hope-
fully, provide ways individuals 
can prepare the next gen-
eration for the estate transfer 
process. 

Psalm 78:4, 7 (NIV) discuss-
es the need for believers to 
“…tell the next generation…” 
what the Lord has done so 
“…they would put their trust 
in God and would not forget 
his deeds but would keep his 

commands.”  Proverbs 22:6 
(NKJV) affirms this practice 
of imparting wisdom when it 
says, “Train up a child in the 
way he should go, and when 
he is old he will not depart 
from it.” These truths apply 
to every aspect of the Chris-

tian journey, 
including the 
stewardship of 
possessions.  

Unfortunate-
ly, stewardship 
is not taught in 

our schools. It is a learned 
behavior that is formed by ob-
serving how family members 
and the world view money 
and possessions. Accord-
ingly, it is essential that each 
believer, no matter the size of 
your bank account, answer 
the following question: Is the 
next steward prepared? The 
following are some practical 
ways to prepare and include 
your children in your estate 
planning process:

1) From the beginning, 
acknowledge that God owns 
it all and attempt to pass on 
wisdom rather than money 
and wealth. You should focus 

on raising children who can 
handle money wisely and 
include your children in your 
support of ministry.

2) As children become inde-
pendent and leave home, con-
tinue fostering responsibility 
and decide what level of as-
sistance will help rather than 
hinder their own stewardship 
journey.

3) As you get closer to 
retirement, engage in inten-
tional conversations about the 
who, what and when of your 
distribution plan.

At the Foundation, we 
believe a good estate plan 
cannot exist without ensur-
ing your beneficiaries are 
prepared for what they will 
receive. Considering this, 
Christians should be more 
concerned about leaving an 
inheritance in our children 
rather than for our children.  
If you have any questions 
about estate planning or 
preparing the next steward, 
please contact the Founda-
tion or visit abf.org. 

Dillon S. McClain, an at-
torney, is vice president of the 
Arkansas Baptist Foundation.

Baptist 
Foundation
Dillon McClain

Letter to the Editor

‘Shoddily executed’ editorial

I appreciate that the edito-
rial and opinion (op-ed) sec-
tion of the Arkansas Baptist 
News (ABN) is dedicated to 
presenting its readers with 
well-written, gospel-formed 
opinions on current events. 
The many years that Mr. Yar-
brough has spent in both 
journalism and the church are  
well-represented in his insight-
ful work.

But the most recent offer-
ing featured in the Aug. 24 
edition (Vol. 116, No. 17), 
“Racism – in all its forms – is 
evil,” seemed both poorly con-
ceived and shoddily executed. 
The headline portends a fea-
ture on the evils of racism, but 
the op-ed quickly skews away 
from that topic towards an ar-
gument against what Mr. Yar-
brough (and others) recognize 
as a movement by the “radical 
left wing” to “erase our his-
tory” and purge certain his-
torical figures from the public 
record. This could easily lead 
a reader to draw the incorrect 
conclusion that the ABN is 
presenting the removal of pro-
Confederate monuments as 
some sort of anti-white racism. 
Additionally, the instances Mr. 
Yarbrough cites (Charlottes-
ville, Thomas Jefferson) don’t 
seem to match up to the lan-
guage used.

What is Pastor/Staff Appreciation Month?

When a monument that ex-
ists to celebrate a man famous 
for his willingness to defend 
and uphold slavery and white 
supremacy is questioned or re-
moved, that is not erasing his-
tory. He has not been removed 
from history books, nor has 
his memory been purged. 
Rather the celebration of his 
actions and legacy has been 
curtailed (and in my opinion, 
rightly so).

Likewise, with Jefferson, the 
seemingly isolated suggestions 
that monuments in his name 
be removed are not erasing 
him, but are expressed rumi-
nations on his legacy – rumi-
nations that perhaps reach er-
roneous conclusions, but they 
could hardly be called a purge.

The warning that the topic 
“is indeed a slippery slope on 
which we must tread lightly” is 
well said, but would also seem 
to apply in regards to compari-
sons made and language used.

P.S. Thank you for your 
excellent work in creating the 
worthwhile, excellent and 
encouraging resource that is 
the ABN on a regular basis. 
I believe the ABN is one of 
the things that sets our state 
convention apart from many 
others since very few, if any, 
can boast such a publication. 

Brian Thomas
El Dorado

Hill

By Deborah Hill
 

DES ARC – Pastor/Staff Ap-
preciation Month is approach-
ing. Be sure and mark your 
calendars because it is not pre-
printed on the wall calendar 
that you get free from 
your local pharmacy, 
bank or dairy bar. For 
those of you less famil-
iar with this, such as 
myself (I am sorry to 
admit), it is commem-
orated each year in  
October.

The Merriam-Web-
ster Dictionary de-
fines appreciation as “an abil-
ity to understand the worth, 
quality, or importance of 
something.” Please note that 
worldly materials, tokens or 
gifts are not mentioned. Many 
American holidays are cen-
tered around marketing efforts 
to convince us that the only 

means of expressing appre-
ciation is through gift-giving. 
Please do not misunderstand I 
am not telling you to purchase 
or not to purchase a gift for 
your well-deserving pastor and 
staff. Gifts can be thoughtful, 

practical and, yes, even 
appreciative. However, 
appreciation – in and 
of itself – does not re-
quire a price tag. Ap-
preciation can simply 
be an act, a sentiment, 
a gesture or an act of 
service.

So far in 2017, 
through attendance 

and participation in Sunday 
school, Lay Renewal Week-
end, sermons and women’s 
Bible study, I have learned the 
importance of prayer and the 
essential need of praying for 
my pastor. I never really gave it 
much thought until God put it 
into my heart within the con-

text of the Golden Rule: that 
I should pray for my pastor as 
I would have him pray for me. 
I know that my pastor, Melvin 
York, prays for me. With each 
new headline that I read in the 
news (whether real or fake), I 
am reminded of his need for 
my prayers as well as his daily 
wrestling “against principali-
ties, against powers, against 
the rulers of the darkness of 
this world, against spiritual 
wickedness in high places” 
(Eph. 6:12, KJV). 

I no longer have my parents 
available to remind me to ad-
here to personal responsibili-
ties such as brushing my teeth, 
cleaning my room or eating my 
vegetables. 

I do have a pastor who cares 
enough to continuously step 
on my toes from the pulpit, 
encouraging and convicting 
me to step out of my comfort 
zone in the service of God’s 

kingdom. (As fashionable as 
open-toed shoes/sandals may 
be, they can be quite uncom-
fortable in the services at First 
Baptist Church of Des Arc – 
I’m just saying.)

The Apostle Paul often ap-
pealed to the parishioners of 
the churches at Thessalonica, 
Ephesus and Colossae for 
their continued prayers. In 2 
Thessalonians 3:1 (KJV), for 
example, he wrote, “Finally 
brethren, pray for us, that the 
word of the Lord may have 
free course, and be glorified 
even as it is with you.” In this 
Scripture, “brethren” refers to 
you and me (the audience of 
the letter) and “us” indicates 
Paul and his colleagues within 
ministry (i.e., music minis-
ter, youth minister, secretary, 
etc). Alan Cohen, business-
man, author and owner of the 
Florida Panthers hockey team, 
once said, “Appreciation is the 

highest form of prayer, for it 
acknowledges the presence 
of good wherever you shine 
the light of your thankful 
thoughts.” I believe that prayer 
is also the highest form of ap-
preciation.

Lifting up prayers in sup-
port of your pastor and staff 
will create a blessing in the life 
of you and your church as well: 
“And I will give you pastors ac-
cording to mine heart, which 
shall feed you with knowledge 
and understanding” (Jer. 3:15, 
KJV). So, please join me in 
extending pastor/staff appre-
ciation in October, through-
out the month, beyond the 
calendar year. Don’t just mark 
it on your calendars as an an-
nual event. Note it on your 
prayer list. Highlight it in your  
heart and make it a daily  
practice.

Deborah Hill is a member of 
First Baptist Church, Des Arc.

arkansasbaptist.org/columns
Read more viewpoints online at



www.arkansasbaptist.org 7   

Churches join together to ‘Impact Fordyce’
Jennifer Bryant
Arkansas Baptist News

FORDYCE – On Aug. 19 in 
the small town of Fordyce, 
hammers were pounding. 
Lawn mowers were running. 
People were standing at the 
door of the laundromat hand-
ing customers quarters to pay 
for their laundry and helping 
fold their finished laundry. 

Families were receiving 
needed food from First Bap-
tist Church of Fordyce’s food 
pantry. There were basketball 
and football games going on 
while people were prayer walk-
ing through town. Children 
were eating snow cones and 
jumping in bouncy castles.

All of this ministry and 
fun was due to First Baptist 
Church and Fordyce Commu-
nity Baptist Church partnering 
to Impact Fordyce by loving 
their community and showing 
God’s love to community resi-
dents through these activities.

Volunteers from these 
churches as well as Carey Bap-
tist Association teamed up to 
conquer all the tasks. Some 
volunteers scraped and paint-
ed an elderly woman’s house, 
while others mowed several 
yards for people in need. 

The food pantry was open 
for business as well. Forty-one 
families were provided with a 
box of food staples and were 
given the opportunity to have 
someone pray with them. They 

could also look through donat-
ed clothes and shoes and take 
anything they needed. 

“I want my eyes to be open 
to see what God sees,” said 
Susan Sisson, a member of 
First Baptist Church. “I felt 
like He wanted (our church) 
and me to serve by meeting 
the basic needs. Hopefully by 
showing God’s love and meet-
ing a need, we can build rela-
tionships to share Christ with 
others.”

At a local laundromat vol-
unteers greeted customers 
as they came to do laundry, 
helped them load the ma-
chines and provided the de-
tergent and quarters to get the 
laundry washed and dried. 
Volunteers also helped fold 
laundry and visited with the 
customers while sharing Jesus’ 
love for them. 

The main location of the 
day was the local armory where 
a carnival-type atmosphere was 
unfolding. Bouncy castles were 
set up alongside booths for 
face painting, snow cones and 
popcorn. 

Free hamburgers and hot 
dogs were given out as well 
as backpacks with school sup-
plies. Flag football games were 
being played, and people were 
able to walk around and enjoy 
the day together. 

This event started as a 
means to introduce a new 
church start to the commu-
nity, but it also served to bring 

Volunteers clean and paint a house during Impact Fordyce on Aug. 19. View a photo gallery online at arkansasbaptist.org/
photo-gallery. Photo by Jennifer Bryant

the community together with-
out concern for skin color or 
anything else. 

“One result of this event 
was racial unity,” said Rusty 
Ross, pastor of First Baptist 
Church. “Our community 
was able to see our churches 
work together in a way that has 
never been seen before.

“In light of recent national 
events and our current cli-
mate, this demonstration of ra-
cial unity was much needed,” 
Ross added. “Others (in the 
country) were protesting; we 
were praying and serving our 
community.”

Other goals for the day in-
cluded sharing the gospel mes-
sage, meeting specific needs in 
the community and introduc-
ing Fordyce Community Bap-
tist Church, a church plant 
pastored by Roderick Rogers, 
to the community.

“These goals were accom-
plished, and three souls were 
saved!” said Ross.

Groups of volunteers prayer 
walked throughout Fordyce 
both before and during the 
event. 

Dave Archer, a member of 
First Baptist Church, along 
with other volunteers, struck 
up a conversation with a cou-
ple of teenagers sitting on a 
porch.

They began talking to the 
young men about school and 
sports, just building relation-
ships with them. By the end 
of the conversation, the young 
men prayed to receive Christ. 

“I have a burden for lost 
people and a burden for them 
to grow in Christ,” shared Ar-
cher. 

“The joy that comes from 
sharing Jesus and seeing Him 
begin to work in lives is simply 
unparalleled. Once you experi-
ence Jesus, you want others to 

experience Jesus.”
Throughout the day spon-

taneous prayer occurred in 
small groups, who gathered 
with arms around each other, 
bringing needs to the Lord.

Rogers immediately saw the 
fruit of the event the follow-
ing Sunday as he picked up 
several youth on the bus who 
had never attended his church 
before. 

He also enjoyed seeing his 
community love each other. 
“There is only one race … the 
human race,” shared Rogers 
during a praise/prayer time. 
“God is smiling down on us 
today.” 

Other volunteers agreed. 
Cary Dunn, a member of First 
Baptist Church, explained 
that every job is important. 
He handed out cold bottled 
water, and with each bottle, he 
prayed “that this small drink 
would reach the one who 
needed to drink the water and 
never be thirsty again.”

“I helped because by my 
small efforts, a greater … cause 
(could possibly) make a change 
in one life,” Dunn said.

Jennifer Bryant is the southeast 
regional correspondent for the Ar-
kansas Baptist News.
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Above and Beyond 2017 Dixie offering theme
LITTLE ROCK – Above and 
Beyond is the theme of the 
2017 Dixie Jackson Arkansas 
State Missions Offering.

“Paul gives us these encour-
aging words in 1 Corinthians 
15:58, ‘Therefore, my beloved 
brothers, be steadfast, immov-
able, always abounding in the 
work of the Lord knowing that 
your labor is not in vain,’” 
reads a letter accompanying 
mission offering materials 
mailed to church leaders from 
Bob Harper, team leader of 
the missions team at the Ar-
kansas Baptist State Conven-
tion (ABSC).

Churches are asked to uti-
lize materials to support the 
theme. Materials include a 

prayer guide, posters, a plan-
ning guide with ideas for pro-
moting the offering in your 
church, ministry spotlights, a 
sermon outline and tips on the 
use of social media.

The suggested week for pro-
motion of this year’s offering is 
Sept. 10-17.

“Going Above and Beyond 
is not just a catchy theme slo-
gan,” said Harper. “Going 
Above and Beyond is a chal-
lenge to give God our best 
by praying, going and giving 
more than we did yesterday, 
last month, and last year. The 
financial goal of $1.6 million 
for statewide missions is not 
the goal; it is simply a target 
to shoot for. Sharing life and 

sharing the Gospel wherever 
we go is the ultimate goal so 
that God might reach into our 
lives and other’s with eternal 
significance.”

The state missions offering 
supports critical ministries like 
community missions, pregnan-
cy centers, hunger sites, new 
church starts, disaster relief, as 
well as other ministries across 
Arkansas.

“Working together as Ar-
kansas Baptists, we are sharing 
the Gospel and caring for our 
neighbors nearby, as well as 
reaching out to those interna-
tional residents from around 
the world who are now our 
neighbors here at home,” said 
Harper.

For an inspiring story about 
the work among international 
students by Arkansas Baptists, 
visit arkansasbaptist.org/dixie-
story.

Additional information 
about the mission offering is 
available at absc.org/dixiejack-
son.

While quantities based on 
each church’s attendance have 
already been mailed, addition-
al materials are available by 
contacting Ashley Sumners on 
the missions team at 800-838-
2272, ext. 5137, or by emailing 
asumners@absc.org.

LITTLE ROCK – The Arkan-
sas Baptist State Convention 
has announced that messenger 
registration for the 2017 annu-
al meeting will be done online. 
The meeting will be held Nov. 
7-8 at First Baptist Church, 
Russellville.

Churches are allowed a pro-
portionate number of messen-
gers, church members selected 
by Arkansas Baptist churches 
to represent them and vote 
on their behalf at the annual 

meeting, based on their 2016 
membership. Each church 
may view its allotted number 
of messengers on its Arkansas 
Baptist Workspace church pro-
file.

Messenger cards were not 
included in churches’ 2017 
Annual Church Profile (ACP) 
packets. Church clerks and 
pastors can pre-register mes-
sengers in Workspace using 

ABSC messenger registration online in 2017

See REGISTRATION page 9
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Sam Moore Evangelistic Ministries
479-381-1170, 

sam@evangelistsammoore.com

Sam Moore is a vocational evangelist 
and a native of Arkansas. He has the 
gift of an evangelist and the heart of 
a pastor. He is available for Revivals, 
Crusades, Harvest Days and Witness 
Training. Now scheduling for 2017.

www.evangelistsammoore.com

their church’s ACP login cre-
dentials. 

After the pre-registration 
process is completed, messen-
ger cards must be printed and 
brought to the annual meeting 
registration desk in order for 

continued from page 8
REGISTRATION

churches, denominations and 
organizations to participate in 
ongoing prayer for America, 
culminating in the annual Na-
tional Day of Prayer emphasis 
in May, according to a news 
release sent on behalf of Floyd.

Congress established Na-
tional Day of Prayer in 1952, 
and a 1988 law designated the 

messengers to receive their vot-
ers’ ballots. Pre-registration is 
unnecessary for annual meet-
ing attendees who will not 
be voting during the business 
meetings.

Registration is now open 
at https://ar.sbcworkspace.
com. For assistance call 800-
838-2272 or 501-376-4791 and 
ask for Gwen McCallister, ext. 
5103.

first Thursday in May as a Na-
tional Day of Prayer. In 2017, 
some two million people par-
ticipated in more than 30,000 
events in all 50 states, the re-
lease stated.

The role of president is new 
for the National Day of Prayer 
Task Force, with previous lead-
ership coming from the office 
of chairman, a role filled since 
May 2016 by Anne Graham 
Lotz, National Day of Prayer 
board chairman Dave Butts 
said in a statement.

continued from page 2
FLOYD

Statement on biblical sexuality issued
NASHVILLE, Tenn. (BP) 
– A coalition of evangelical 
leaders, including about 70 
Southern Baptists, has issued 
a statement on biblical sexu-
ality countering the idea that 
Christians “should agree to 
disagree” in their views of ho-
mosexual practice and trans-
genderism.

The Council on Biblical 
Manhood and Womanhood 
(CBMW) announced Aug. 29 
the release of The Nashville 
Statement, which consists of 
14 affirmations and denials 
consistent with the Church’s 
long-held teaching on human 
sexuality.

The article that may gain 
the most attention is the docu-
ment’s declaration on the ac-
ceptability of evangelical dis-
agreement regarding the issues 
of homosexuality and gender 
identity.

Article 10 says, “WE AF-
FIRM that it is sinful to ap-
prove of homosexual immoral-
ity or transgenderism and that 
such approval constitutes an 
essential departure from Chris-
tian faithfulness and witness. 
WE DENY that the approval 
of homosexual immorality or 
transgenderism is a matter 
of moral indifference about 

which otherwise faithful Chris-
tians should agree to disagree.”

The statement – and Article 
10 in particular – arrives at a 
time when some self-identified 
evangelicals have revised their 
views on human sexuality, par-
ticularly by affirming same-sex 
relationships and marriage. 
Others have asserted the issues 
are not essential to the Chris-
tian faith and evangelicals 
should be able to disagree on 
homosexuality and transgen-
derism without breaking fel-
lowship.

The statement gained its 
name from a meeting CBMW 
convened Aug. 25 by the 
Southern Baptist Ethics and 
Religious Liberty Commission 
in Nashville at which a coali-
tion of scholars, pastors and 
other evangelical leaders dis-
cussed and endorsed the docu-
ment. Read the statement  in 
its entirety at cbmw.org.
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C l a s s i f i e d s
Kensett First Baptist Church, Kensett, AR, is 

prayerfully seeking a full-time pastor. Dead-
line to submit resumes is by October 16, 2017. 
Please send resumes, references, and sermon 
DVDs to: Kensett First Baptist Church, ATTN: Pas-
tor Search Committee, PO Box 692, Kensett, AR 
72082. 

Floral Baptist Church of Floral, Arkansas, is 
seeking a full-time pastor. Send resumes 
and references to Floral Baptist Church, P.O. Box 
96, Floral, AR 72534.

Brookwood Baptist Church in Shreveport, 
LA, is seeking a senior pastor. For more in-
formation go to www.brookwoodpastor.com.

Calvary Baptist Church, Little Rock, is 
prayerfully seeking a full-time senior  
pastor. Send resumes to pastorsearch@cbclr.
org.

Calvary Baptist Church in NLR is seeking a 
bi-vocational pastor. Send resume to 5025 
Lynch Drive, NLR AR 72117, Attn: Pastor Search 
Committee.

Cedar Grove Baptist Church of Arkadelphia 
is seeking a bi-vocational pastor. Send 
resumes and references to Cedar Grove Baptist 
Church, 825 Cedar Grove Road, Arkadelphia, AR 
71923.

Chicot Road Baptist Church is seeking a 
bi-vocational pastor. Send resume to 
13301 Chicot Rd, Mabelvale AR 72103 or email  
chicotroadbaptist@att.net.

OTHER STAFF POSITIONS

PASTOR sic Search Committee or by mail to 507 North 
Rosser St, Forrest City, AR 72335.

Associate pastor for students and 
children - First Baptist Church of Waldron - 
Waldron, AR, is seeking a full-time associate 
pastor to students and children. This person will 
primarily be responsible for leading a compre-
hensive ministry to students in grades 7 – 12, 
with additional responsibilities in the children’s 
area. Please submit resume to Youth Minister 
Search Committee, First Baptist Church, P.O. Box 
247, Waldron, AR 72958-0247.

The North Arkansas Baptist Association is 
currently accepting resumes for the position of 
association missionary. Please submit a re-
sume by email to searchcommittee@nabaptist.
org and please mail a duplicate copy to NABA 
Attn: Search Team 319 N. Chestnut St. Harrison, 
AR 72601. Resumes will be accepted through 
October 15, 2017. Please check out the AM De-
scription on our website at: nabaptist.org.

Bradley Baptist Church is seeking a part-
time youth pastor. Music abilities are a plus. 
Housing is provided. Send resume and cover 
letter to bradleybaptistchurchsbc@gmail.com. 
Website: www.bradleybaptistchurch.com.

Hopedale Baptist Church in Ozark, Mis-
souri, is positioned for dynamic growth in the 
south Springfield metropolitan area. We are 
seeking an innovative and passionate leader 
to join our team as associate pastor to 
emerging generations. Averaging 350 
in worship, Hopedale is blessed with a unified 

ministry staff that is passionate in reaching our  
community with the gospel. You may send 
resumes to tkendrick@hopedale.org. The job 
description for this position is available at 
hopedale.org.

Manila FBC is receiving resumes for a full-
time youth/worship or youth pastor. For 
more information go to www.firstbaptistma-
nila.org/jobs.

Seeking full-time pastor to children 
and families: East Side of Paragould is seek-
ing God’s man to lead a thriving children’s min-
istry and to assist our families in parenting and 
disciple making. We are a loving and serving 
church in a growing community with quality 
schools. Send resume to Phillip Miller: pmiller@
connect2eastside.com.

First Baptist Church of Paragould is seek-
ing a bi-vocational worship leader for 
a blended worship style. Submit resume to 
P.O. Box 816 Paragould, AR 72451 or email  
fbc@paragould.net.

Rye Hill Baptist Church in Fort Smith is ac-
cepting resumes for a part-time youth min-
ister. Please send resumes by email to carla@
ryehill.org.

Central Baptist White Hall, AR, is accept-
ing resumes for a full-time youth and  
education pastor. To be considered, please 
contact CBC Youth Pastor Search Committee, 
PO Box 20336, White Hall, AR  71612-0336 or 
cbcsecretary@cablelynx.com.

Union Avenue Baptist Church in Wynne, AR, 

is seeking a bi-vocational youth minister. 
Call 870-238-2230 or 870-208-5990.

Levy Church, NLR, seeks full-time wor-
ship/executive pastor. Send resumes to: 
steventiner@levybaptist.com.

Small church needs music director.  
Sundays only. Contact sulliglenda@yahoo.com 
if interested.

Vacation. Ireland, England, Scotland 
from a Christian perspective. 8-16 days, 
many other destinations. www.pilgrimtours.
com  800.322.0788.

Rodgers Church Organ with foot ped-
als. Works fine. Free if you will pick up in 
Hot Springs. barbarafreeman@pineybaptist-
church.org.

Does your preaching reach lost souls? 
Order “Preaching with Evangelistic 
Persuasion.” Available for $10 from Ben 
Rogers Evangelistic Assoc., 303 Hampton 
Court, Longview, TX 75605, 903-753-2959.

Rock Hill Baptist Church, Lockesburg, AR, 
is looking for a 12-passenger van with 
low mileage. Contact: Roger Tollett: 870-
582-2180.

MISCELLANEOUS

FBC Gould, AR, seeking full-time pastor. 
Send resumes to Gould First Baptist Church, 
Pastor Search Committee, P.O. Box 375, Gould, 
AR 71643.

Lambrook FBC seeking a bi-vocational 
pastor. Send resumes to: Johnny Williamson, 
PO Box 544, Elaine, AR 72333.

Full-time youth/family minister, 
New Chapel Hill Baptist Church, West Monroe, 
LA. Send resumes to melinda@nchbc.net

Full-time minister to youth and 
families, Graves Memorial Baptist Church, 
North Little Rock, AR. The church is prayerfully 
seeking to hire a godly man to lead the youth 
ministry and assist our families in parenting 
and discipling kids of all ages. Email resumes to 
nick@gmbclife.com.

First Baptist Church - DeWitt is accepting 
resumes for a full-time youth minister. 
Please submit resumes by email to office@
fbcdewitt.com - ATTN Personnel Committee. Bi-
vocational man would be considered. Deadline, 
October 2.

Seeking bi-vocational youth pastor 
to coordinate all aspects of 7-12th grade youth 
group. Contact Dale Noe - pastordale@fbc-
markedtree.org or 870-375-0320.

First Baptist Church in Forrest City, AR, is 
seeking a full-time minister of music. 
Submit resume to: dianne@fbcfc.org Attn: Mu-

Friendship Baptist Church 
in Conway will hold a special 

Obituaries

Church life

Thomas Keith ‘’Tom’’ 
Hood, 70, of 
Paragould died 
Aug. 22 at Meth-
odist Univer-
sity Hospital in 
Memphis, as a 
result of injuries 
sustained in an 

auto accident.
He was pastor of Clarks 

Chapel Baptist Church in 
Paragould. 

Throughout Hood’s 51 
years of ministry, he pastored 
churches in Missouri, Arkan-
sas, Georgia, Tennessee and 
Mississippi. 

Hood’s ministry includ-
ed building a church and 
leading Bible studies with 
Native Americans in Mon-
tana, as well as mentoring  
inmates through local prison 
ministries, according to his 
family.

He was preceded in death 
by his parents, a brother, a sis-
ter and a son. 

He is survived by his wife, 
Linda Elaine Hood, a daugh-
ter, two sons, four grandchil-
dren and three brothers. 

Funeral services were held 
Aug. 27.

Place your classified here! 
Visit arkansasbaptist.org/ads 
to use our easy online form!

1 PETER // Living as Strangers in a Secular World
C o n f e r e n C e  L e a d e r s

DR. SCOTT DUVALL
J.d. & Mae fuller 
Professor of  
Biblical studies

DR. JOEY DODSON
associate Professor 
of Biblical studies

For more informat ion,  v is i t  www.obu.edu/chr ist ianstudies

OUACHITA BAPTIST UNIVERSITY

PasTors’ ConferenCe
THUrsdaY, sePTeMBer 28, 2017

s P o n s o r e d  B Y  T H e  o B U  P r U e T  s C H o o L  o f  C H r i s T i a n  s T U d i e s  
&  T H e  a r k a n s a s  B a P T i s T  s TaT e  C o n v e n T i o n 

Baptist life

A medical/dental clinic 
and block party were held 
Aug. 26 in DeQueen. 

Twenty-two people made 
professions of faith during the 
event, which featured a block 
party attended by more than 
300 people.

A total of 219 dental pa-
tients were seen during the 
event, with 143 teeth extract-
ed and 52 dental cleanings 
performed. Breck Freeman, 
assistant team leader for the 
missions team of the Arkan-
sas Baptist State Convention, 
said it was a “record day” of 
outreach in DeQueen.

A Build Your Marriage 
Conference will be held at 
Union Valley Baptist Church 
in Beebe Sept. 23-24.

Brad and Heidi Mitchell 
are the featured speakers. For 
more information visit uvbc.
church.

Parkway Place Baptist 
Church in Little Rock will 
hold a seminar on ADHD and 
SPD from 2-4 p.m. Sunday, 
Sept. 24. Email info@ppbc.
com for more information.

homecoming weekend on 
Sept. 9-10 to celebrate its 100 
years of ministry to Faulkner 
County residents.

A combined worship and 
celebration service will be held 
at 10 a.m. Sunday, Sept. 10. A 
birthday bash luncheon will 
follow.

First Baptist Church in 
Greenland will celebrate 50 
years of ministry to the Green-
land and Northwest Arkansas 
communities from 5 – 7 p.m. 
on Saturday, Sept. 16.

First Baptist Church in 
Pine Bluff will hold revival ser-
vices Oct. 8-10. Alan Dodson, 

regional consultant for the 
Kentucky Baptist Convention, 
will be the speaker. 

Services are 5 p.m. on Sun-
day and 7 p.m. Monday and 
Tuesday.
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Probably few of us have ever been in 
complete darkness. Blanchard Springs 
Cavern is a living cave where you can 
view spectacular stalactites, stalagmites, 
columns and flowstones and be cast 
into complete darkness. The guide 
turns off all the 
lights, and it is so 
dark you can’t see 
your hand in front 
of you. I have been 
in the caverns sever-
al times; each time I 
think, “What if the 
tour guide can’t get the 
lights back on? Will we 
ever be able to get out of 
here?”

The Egyptians were in 
total darkness for three 
days. It was “a darkness 
that can be felt” (Ex. 
10:21, HCSB). The word 
“felt” in the Hebrew 
meant “to feel or grope.” 
This was a darkness that 
required a person to feel 
or grope around to get 
around. This darkness signified judg-
ment, and it prefigured death to come. 
The firstborn of man and animal would 
die. It was too late for Pharaoh, and he 
would pay with his firstborn. However, 
God provided a provision for the Isra-
elites, the Passover.

The Passover was on the 14th day 
in the evening in which a lamb was 
slain and its blood applied to the lin-
tel and doorposts of the houses of the 
Israelites. It was the death of the lamb 
that saved the people from this final 

judgment. Their 
obedience of plac-
ing the blood on 
the doorposts 
showed that a per-
son believed God 
would be true to 
His word and pass 

over them, sparing them 
from judgment (Ex. 
12:13).

Isaac’s question, 
“Where is the Lamb?” 
was ultimately answered 
by John the Baptist 
when he pointed at 
Jesus and proclaimed, 
“Here is the Lamb of 
God, who takes away 
the sin of the world” 
(Gen. 22:7; John 1:29, 
HCSB). 

Christ is our Passover Lamb (1 
Cor. 5:7).  Those who have been born 
again have been effectively covered by 
Christ’s shed blood. The Lord provides 
deliverance from the penalty of sin for 
those willing to repent and trust Him 
as Lord and Savior.

11 (NASB), “There shall not be found 
among you anyone who … uses divi-
nation, … practices witchcraft, … in-
terprets omens, or a sorcerer, … one 
who casts a spell, …  a medium, … spir-
itist, … calls up the dead.” These are 

all things that are 
found in today’s 
entertainment. I 
enjoy entertain-
ment, but I also 
know the images I 
put in my head are 
permanent. They 

become “land” that I can-
not follow lest I stumble 
and fall. So, how can the 
believer be “blameless 
before the Lord” (Deut. 
18:13, NASB)?

Paul gave us a hint with 
his list for our thought 
life. The writer of Deuter-
onomy told us the voice 
that does matter, “The 
Lord your God will raise 
up for you a prophet … 

you shall listen to him” (Deut. 18:15, 
NASB).  “We must obey God rather 
than men” (Acts 5:29, NASB). When 
we do that, then our “joy may be made 
full” (John 15:11, NASB). Evil, in all 
its forms leads to death, but God leads 
to the full eternal life found in Jesus 
Christ.

Adages are often used to metaphori-
cally describe the difficulties of real 
life situations.  The context of Exodus 
14:13-28 brings several adages to mind: 
“between a rock and a hard place,” 
“back against the wall” and “in over 
your head.” These 
adages clearly ex-
press the situation 
Israel was in after 
the exodus from 
Egypt and the 
journey to the Red 
Sea. They were lit-
erally between the Egyp-
tian army and the sea.

The LORD led and 
protected the Israelites 
with a pillar of cloud by 
day and a pillar of cloud 
by night. However, see-
ing the Egyptian army 
in pursuit, they com-
plained it would have 
been better to be a slave 
in Egypt than die in the 
wilderness (Ex. 14:12). 
After deliverance from 
400 years of slavery and seeing the 
LORD perform mighty miracles, they 
panicked. 

The LORD had the solution. The 
people were instructed to be still, be 
quiet and watch the LORD fight for 
them (Ex. 14:13-14). God moved the 
pillar of cloud between the Israelites 

and the Egyptian army and then had 
Moses to raise his staff and part the 
waters of the sea. The Israelites walked 
across the dry seabed to the other 
side. The Egyptian army pursued the 
Israelites and drowned when Moses 

stretched out his 
hand over the sea 
and it returned 
to its normal 
state (Ex. 14:27-
28). This caused 
the Israelites to 
fear the LORD 

and believe in Him (Ex. 
14:31).  

All the difficult situ-
ations in our lives are 
platforms to show our 
faith and give God 
the glory for what He 
is doing in our lives. 
God knows who we 
are. He knows where 
we are. He knows what 
we are going through. 
He knows when we 
are under attack by the 

enemy. God will ultimately be victori-
ous over His enemies and the enemies 
of His people. Whatever we face, God 
equips and prepares us for it. There is 
another old adage, which speaks to our 
going through difficulties, “God will 
either deliver us from it or walk with 
us through it.” I find that comforting.

Confession time. I am very gullible! 
For example, when I was about five, my 
cousins and I were watching a thriller 
movie in which a woman was unknow-
ingly taken by aliens and injected with 
serum, and she grew into a giant that 
destroyed her 
hometown. For 
the next several 
months (or years 
even), I placed a 
mark on my bed 
at bedtime to be 
sure I was not 
growing into a giant! I 
actually believed that 
what happened on that 
movie could happen to 
me. 

While that seems 
rather silly today, we are 
all in danger of believing 
non-truths. Non-truths 
cause fear to come into 
our lives. Non-truths 
bring doubts and ques-
tions into our minds. 
Am I good enough? Am 
I loved enough? Am I smart enough? 
Am I pretty/handsome enough? Am I 
religious enough? 

When John wrote, “Beloved, do not 
believe every spirit, but test the spirits 
to see whether they are from God, for 
many false prophets have gone out into 
the world” (1 John 4:1, NASB), that 

included the non-truths we are taught 
from our culture as well as those 
taught from false prophets. Am I good 
enough? I am a child of God, the One 
who owns the cattle on a thousand 
hills, the Creator of the universe, the 

One who existed 
before time began 
(John 1:12). Am 
I loved enough? 
I am loved so 
much God sent 
His Son to die 
on my behalf 

(John 3:16). Am I smart 
enough? I am wise in 
Christ (1 Cor. 4:10). 
Am I pretty/handsome 
enough? Even my feet 
are beautiful when they 
bring the good news 
(Rom. 10:15). Am I re-
ligious enough? Jesus 
bore my sins that I 
might live to righteous-
ness (1 Pet. 2:24). That 
dispels all fear!

Is there evil in the 
world? Yes, there is. But God is greater. 
Will there always be non-truths that 
cause doubt and fear? Yes, there will 
be. But when I weigh them against the 
truth of the Word of God, there is no 
fear. So, fear not, my friend; “We are 
from God; … By this we know the spir-
it of truth” (1 John 4:6, NASB).

Gayla Parker
Little Rock

Liberation
Exodus 12:1-13

ExplorE thE BiBlE

Gerald Nash
Conway

When Paul wrote the words of Phi-
lippians 4:8, he could have been speak-
ing to the Israelites in Deuteronomy 
18. Paul told his readers to think on all 
things that are good, lovely, pure, excel-
lent and worthy of praise. The writer of 
Deuteronomy gave 
the same advice 
from a different 
perspective. Avoid 
evil, whether in 
thought or deed, 
and run toward 
what is good, God. 

Evil has been present 
since the days of Adam 
and Eve. When the snake 
had its conversation with 
Eve, it did not appear to 
be evil; it appeared to be 
looking out for her best 
interest. Recent research 
has shown that gangs at-
tract teens from dysfunc-
tional families because of 
their promise to become 
the “family” for the teen. 
Because evil is deceptive, the believer 
has to be “shrewd as serpents” (Matt. 
10:16, NASB).  

Just look at TV listings or mov-
ies. Friendly deception is all around, 
disguised as entertainment bringing 
smiles, laughter and drama into the 
world. Now read Deuteronomy 18:10-

The paranormal 
dEutEronomy 18:9-18

BiBlE StudiES for lifE

Victory
Exodus 14:13-28

ExplorE thE BiBlE

Fear not! 
1 John 4:1-6
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For information about how your  
church can participate contact:
 Barbara Vick, circulation coordinator,  

at 800-838-2272, ext. 5156
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Save time.
Save money.

Reach your entire church 
family by publishing your 
church newsletter on the 

back page of the 
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