
Telling the story of Arkansas Baptists since 1901Volume 111, Number 19 September 20, 2012

‘Pastors deserve our support and 
praise,’ says ABN editor

Pastor 
appreciation

page 4

Card design 
contest

page 3

Arkansas Baptist News launches 
Christmas card design contest

Dixie Jackson Arkansas 
Missions Offering 2012

September 20, 2012

Dixie Jackson ministries reach thousands

Longtime evangelism 
prof Roy Fish dies at 82

FORT WORTH, Texas – Roy J. Fish, an Arkansas native 
and longtime professor of evangelism at Southwestern 
Baptist Theological Seminary, died Sept. 10 at age 82.

Fish grew up in Star City and graduated in 1952 from 
the University of Arkansas in Fayetteville with a bach-
elor’s degree in English. Fish, who’s name is considered by 
many Southern Baptists as being synonymous with “evan-
gelism,” served Southwestern for nearly 50 years and once 
occupied the L. R. Scarborough Chair of Evangelism, 
considered “The Chair of Fire.”

The author of a number of books, includ-
ing “Giving a Good Invitation” and “Dare to 
Share,” Fish impacted the lives of thousands 
of students as a professor at Southwestern, 
and many of them credit him with instilling 
a fire for evangelism in their souls. 

While at Southwestern, Fish organized 
for many years the annual Spring Break 
Revival Practicum, now called “Revive This 

Nation,” as the seminary sent out hundreds of student 
preachers across the United States to preach revivals in 
local churches.

Upon learning of his death, Emil Turner, executive 

Lawsuit challenges 
marijuana proposal

Sparkman pastor leads 
‘Never Thirst’ chargeSee FISH page 2

Tim Yarbrough
Arkansas Baptist News

LITTLE ROCK – A lawsuit challenging the medical 
marijuana proposal on Arkansas’ November ballot 
has been filed by the Coalition to Preserve Arkansas 
Values (CPAV). 

The Arkansas Medical Marijuana Act (AMMA) 
was placed on the November ballot after a statewide 
petition gathered the required number of signatures 
from registered voters.

The CPAV filed a lawsuit Aug. 31 in the Arkan-

See LAWSUIT page 3

MINISTRIES THROUGHOUT 
Arkansas are making a difference 
in thousands of lives through the 
help of the Dixie Jackson Arkansas 
Missions Offering. 

This year’s theme – Today Mat-
ters – comes from John 4:35, which 
reads, “Don’t you have a saying, ‘It’s 
still four months until harvest?’ I 
tell you, open your eyes and look at 
the fields! They are ripe for harvest” 
(NIV, 1984).

“Members of our team and 
the missions support team chose 
Today Matters after a considerable 

Never Thirst, a faith-based nonprofit organization started by Jacob Ricker, pastor of Smead Community Church in 
Sparkman, provides bottled water to areas that have been hit by natural disasters and provides hope to those in need 
through the message of the gospel. Photo by Sandi Burns

Jennifer Bryant
Arkansas Baptist News

SPARKMAN – Imagine an infant desper-
ately needing water. Think about being that 
infant’s parent and the only water you have 
is contaminated from a recent natural disas-
ter. What would you do? This is a reality for 
parents in areas hit by natural disasters. 

Jacob Ricker, pastor of Smead Commu-
nity Church in Sparkman, was reading news 
articles concerning the devastation from the 
earthquake that hit Japan in 2011 when this 
question hit home to him. 

The articles discussed the shortage of 
bottled water in Japan and how the Japanese 
authorities warned that infants should not 
drink the water.

“As I read this, I thought about my little 

girl, who was eight weeks old at the time,” 
shared Ricker. “I wondered what I would 
do if I had to make a choice of giving my 
little girl contaminated water or nothing? It 
broke my heart. I wanted to do something 
but didn’t think I could make a difference.” 

During his sermon that week, he used the 
illustration that if each person were to buy 
a case of water, then they could make a dif-
ference. 

“I was using this as a theoretical example, 
with no intent of actually doing it,” Ricker 
stated. 

But God had other plans.
“I woke up Monday morning with this 

idea consuming me,” he shared. “I felt that 
the Lord was telling me to do something 

amount of prayer and reflection,” 
said Robby Tingle, Arkansas Bap-
tist State Con-
vention (ABSC) 
missions minis-
tries team leader. 
“Jesus’ encounter 
with the woman at 
the well challenges 
us today to be in-
tentional in engag-
ing our communi-
ties with a taste of 
Jesus’ living water. 
As Jesus reflected with His disciples 

on this encounter, He helped them 
to understand it is not just enough 

to plan for the harvest. 
Today was the day for 
the Samaritan woman 
– not only her, but for 
many in her town.

“Churches giving to 
the Dixie Jackson Ar-
kansas Missions Offer-
ing are making a daily 
difference in ministries 
and church planting 
across our state. Many 

of these would not exist or be great-

ly affected without daily support. 
Today matters.”

Following are a few stories 
from the field – all made possible 
through the gifts of Arkansas Bap-
tists through the Dixie Jackson Ar-
kansas Missions Offering.

Acts 1:8 missions
Last year’s Acts 1:8 One Day Mis-
sion Trip brought more than 125 
churches and 1,700 Arkansas Bap-
tists together to share God’s love. 

Arkansas native

See THIRST page 6

Fish

See DIXIE page 7
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Mountain Home pastor Mike Shy dies 
in motorcycle accident on Labor Day
MOUNTAIN HOME – Mike Shy, 
60, pastor of East Side Baptist 
Church, Mountain Home, 
was killed in a motorcycle ac-
cident Sept. 3 near Yellville 
in Marion County.

According to the Arkansas 
State Police, Shy was riding 
his motorcycle north on State 
Highway 235 when he failed 
to make a left turn curve and 
hit a road sign. 

Shy had served as pastor of 
East Side Baptist Church since 1992. 
He was a North American Mission 
Board (NAMB) volunteer chaplain 

and a reserve officer with the Baxter 
County Sheriff’s Office. Shy served 

on the Executive Board of 
the Arkansas Baptist State 
Convention (ABSC) from 
2000-2005.

“Mike Shy was not only 
a good pastor and preach-
er, he was a good man. 
His service on our Execu-
tive Board was marked by 
thoughtfulness, wisdom 
and grace. I always enjoyed 

the visits I had with him. Mike will 
be missed by our entire convention,” 
said Emil Turner, ABSC executive 

director.
Shy is survived by his wife, Kathye; 

two sons, Benjamin Shy and Jacob 
Shy; a brother, Patrick Shy; a sister, 
Linda Morris; two grandchildren, 
Jackson Shy and Corban Linck, and 
several nieces and nephews. 

Visitation was held on Thursday, 
Sept. 6, at East Side Baptist Church. 
Funeral services were held at 2 p.m. 
Friday, Sept. 7 at the church with 
Paul Lancaster and Darrell DeBoard 
officiating. 

The Baxter County Sheriff’s Of-
fice provided an honor guard at 
Shy’s funeral.

Shy

Arkansas volunteers provide nearly 
60,000 meals to Isaac storm victims
ARKANSAS BAPTIST disaster re-
lief volunteers returned from Lou-
isiana Sept. 10 where they were 
among the first to serve in the af-
termath of flooding and damage 
resulting from Isaac – the tropical 
storm turned hurricane.

Disaster relief volunteers from 
the Arkansas Baptist State Con-
vention (ABSC) deployed to Ken-
ner, La., included a shower unit 
from Geyer Springs First Baptist 
Church, Little Rock, and a recov-
ery unit from Tri-County Baptist 
Association, Wynne. Addition-
ally, volunteers from Red River 
Baptist Association, Arkadelphia, 
and Liberty Baptist Association, 
El Dorado, along with the First 
Baptist Church, Ozark, shower 
unit and Caroline Baptist Asso-
ciation served at Gentilly Baptist 
Church, located near the New 
Orleans Baptist Theological Semi-
nary campus.

In all, Arkansas volunteers pre-
pared 59,190 meals for displaced 
Louisiana residents and performed 
103 recovery jobs such as clearing 
debris. 

Additionally, 591 showers were 
provided and laundry services 
were provided for another 187 
people. Arkansas Baptists pre-
sented the gospel to 13 individu-
als while working on-site, with one 
salvation recorded.

“Once again Arkansas Baptist 
churches, associations and vol-
unteers have stepped up and re-
sponded to a disaster – Hurricane 
Isaac,” said Bill Cantrell, ABSC 
disaster relief director. “The min-
istry of Arkansas Baptist disaster 
relief has become an effective way 
of sharing the love of Christ with 
those affected by a disaster.”

Gifts given through the Dixie 
Jackson Arkansas Missions Offer-
ing help support Arkansas Baptist 
disaster relief efforts, said Cant-
rell.

continued from page one
FISH
director of the Arkansas Baptist 
State Convention, reflected on 
Fish’s legacy and friendship.

“Dr. Fish was not only a great 
evangelist, and motivator of evan-
gelism, he was a warm and gra-
cious man,” said Turner. “There 
were times when I was on the pro-
gram with him, and I know most 
folks, including me, would have 
rather heard Dr. Fish. He was al-
ways encouraging and kind. I will 
miss him.”

Southwestern Seminary Presi-
dent Paige Patterson said Fish had 
an enormous impact on students.

“Dr. Roy Fish was at once a fab-
ulous lecturer and the most con-
sistent soul-winner I know. He lit a 
fire under thousands of students,” 
Patterson said.

Eric Ramsey, president of Tom 
Cox World Ministries (TCWM) 
in Mountainburg and current 
president of the Conference of 
Southern Baptist Evangelists, said 
Fish will “forever be one of my he-
roes.”

Ramsey recalled in 2005 when 
Fish was being honored with a life-
time achievement award from the 
North American Mission Board.

“The room was full of state 
evangelism directors, state mis-
sions directors and other denomi-
national leaders,” recalled Ram-
sey, who said at one point people 
in the room who had been directly 
impacted by Fish were asked to 
stand. “Nearly 75 percent of all 
who were in the room stood – 
most were former students. Wow, 
what a legacy.”

Fish held several prominent de-
nominational positions, includ-
ing second vice president of the 
Southern Baptist Convention and 
interim president of the North 
American Mission Board. 

Frank Page, president of the 
Southern Baptist Convention Ex-
ecutive Committee, called Fish a 
hero.

“Having known him for over 
30 years, I can truly say he is one 
of the greatest men I ever knew. 
Never did I see him or speak to 
him that he was not a positive en-
couragement to me,” Page said. 

Fish served as pastor or interim 
pastor at more than 20 church-
es, including East Side Baptist 
Church in Fort Smith from De-
cember 1995 until July 1996, and 
spoke and preached at conven-
tions, conferences and churches 
on every continent except Antarc-
tica.

 In addition to the bachelor’s 
degree from the University of Ar-
kansas, Fish held both the Bach-
elor of Divinity (equivalent to the 
current M.Div.) and the Doctor of 
Theology from Southwestern.

Fish is survived by his wife, Jean 
Holley Fish; their four grown chil-
dren, and 15 grandchildren.

Compiled from Baptist Press and 
Arkansas Baptist News sources.

“Our volunteers become the 
hands, eyes, ears and feet of Christ 
in the midst of a disaster,” he said.

Though Arkansas Baptist vol-
unteers have left the area, recovery 
and cleanup work will continue in 
the area by Southern Baptists, said 
Robby Tingle, ABSC missions min-
istries team leader.

“(Churches need to) continue 
praying for those who continue to 
deal with the loss of life and those 
who are dealing with the loss of 
their homes and businesses,” 
said Tingle, adding, “Pray for the 
churches in areas affected by Isaac 
as they continue to minister to the 
people in Jesus’ name.”

Arkansas Baptist disaster relief vol-
unteers helped serve in Louisiana 
after the flooding and damage 
resulting from Isaac - the tropical 
storm turned hurricane. Disaster 
relief volunteers (above) prepare 
food for Isaac victims. Those affect-
ed by Isaac, wait in line (right) to 
receive food and medical care from 
Arkansas Baptist disaster relief vol-
unteers. Food supplies are stacked 
and organized (lower right) behind 
the Arkansas Baptist disaster relief 
bus to help those affected by Isaac.   

Disaster relief vols 
help storm victims
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Stories of interest to Arkansas Baptists 

SBC 40/40 Prayer Vigil 
set for Sept. 26-Nov. 4
SOUTHERN BAPTIST leaders 
are asking churches to pray for 
spiritual revival and renewal for 
40 days starting Sept. 26. The 
40/40 Prayer Vigil for Spiritual 
Revival and National Renewal is 
an initiative of the North Ameri-
can Mission Board and Ethics 
and Religious Liberty Commis-
sion. It encourages Southern 
Baptists and other evangelicals 
to pray for 40 days from Sept. 
26 to Nov. 4. “(It is) a great op-
portunity for Southern Baptist 
Christians to come together as 
a unified body and lift up our 
nation to our Almighty God,” 
said Bryant Wright, a Georgia 
pastor and past president of the 
Southern Baptist Convention. “I 
believe this vigil can have a pro-
found influence on the course 
and the future of our nation. His-
tory has demonstrated the power 
of believers coming together and 
becoming the catalyst for great 
awakenings.” More information 
and a prayer guide for churches 
are available at www.4040prayer.
com. 

Hobby Lobby opposes 
abortion mandate
WASHINGTON (BP) – Evan-
gelical-owned Hobby Lobby has 
filed a lawsuit against the Obama 
administration’s contraceptive/
abortion mandate, becoming the 
largest business yet to take action 
against the rule and underscor-
ing once again that the issue im-
pacts more than just Catholics. 
With more than 500 stores in 41 
states, Hobby Lobby’s owners al-
ways have made their faith a cen-
tral part of their business. Hobby 
Lobby contributes to Christian 
organizations and during Easter 
and Christmas runs full-page ads 
with gospel-centered messages.

LifeWay may rethink 
sale of Glorieta camp
NASHVILLE, Tenn. – A deal 
to sell a financially-troubled 
Southern Baptist camp owned 
by Nashville-based LifeWay 
Christian Resources to a Chris-
tian college may unravel soon, 
The Tennessean newspaper in 
Nashville reported. In July, Life-
Way announced tentative plans 
to sell the Glorieta Conference 
Center outside Albuquerque to 
Olivet University, a small college 
based in San Francisco, Calif. 
Southern Baptists have operated 
the camp since the 1950s. 

ABN Christmas card design contest
LITTLE ROCK – The Arkansas 
Baptist News (ABN) is announcing 
its first-ever Christmas card design 
contest. 

“Each year, the ABN staff sends 
out cards to individuals and to 
various ministries in Arkansas and 
around the Southern Baptist Con-
vention. We decided we wanted to 
try something new this year and also 
involve our readers by introducing a 
design contest,” said Tim Yarbrough, 
ABN editor.

The winning design should depict 
a religious, Christmas-related scene, 
said Yarbrough.

“It can be a special moment expe-
rienced by an individual at Christ-
mas, a depiction of decorations at 
a church, a unique manger scene – 
anything creative that helps commu-
nicate the true meaning of Christ-
mas,” he said.

The winning design will be fea-
tured in an upcoming edition of the 
ABN and will be used by the staff as 
the official 2012 Christmas card. All 

entries must be received by Nov. 16 
and will be judged by the ABN staff. 
The person with the winning entry 
will receive a $100 gift certificate.

Entries must be submitted elec-
tronically and should be emailed to 
jessica@arkansasbaptist.org. If the 
art is too large for email, it may be 
submitted via mail on digital media, 
such as a CD-ROM, to ABN Christ-
mas Card Contest, 10 Remington 
Drive, Little Rock, AR 72204. Sub-
missions become the property of the 
ABN and will not be returned.

Contest Rules
– Contest submissions accepted 
from all ages. Each entry should be 
accompanied by a brief biography 
(up to 200 words) and a photo of 
the designer/artist.
– Multiple submissions are allowed 
per individual up to three entries.
– Designs should reflect a Christmas 
theme (please no commercialized 
themes such as Santa Clause).
– Cards can be traditional, modern 

or even humorous. Remember, the 
staff is looking for creativity. 
– Art or graphics submitted must 
be the artist’s own original work or 
creation.
– No photographs accepted – only 
original artwork. 
– Artists must currently be a member 
of an Arkansas Baptist church and 
must be an ABN subscriber – either 
through church or individual plans.

Send us your 
Christmas card designs!

Designs due Nov. 16

sas Supreme Court, challenging the 
proposal and asking the court to 
remove it from the ballot. The Ar-
kansas Committee for Ethics Policy, 
the companion organization to the 
Arkansas Faith and Ethics Council, 
is a member of CPAV along with 
Families First Action Committee, 
Family Council Action Committee 
and Arkansas Family Coalition.

Larry Page, executive director of 
the Arkansas Faith and Ethics Coun-
cil, said AMMA is “based on bad sci-
ence.”

“The proposed act is over 8,000 
words long, but the ballot title, which 
is all voters will have an opportunity 
to read in the ballot booth, contains 
only a few hundred words,” said 
Page. “The ballot title cannot begin 
to apprise voters of all the problems 
with the act.  Because of that, the 
average voter will be unable to cast 
an informed vote.”

Page added, “Suffice it to say 
that the terms of the measure, if 
it remains on the ballot and is ap-
proved by voters, will not just legal-
ize marijuana for dubious medical 
purposes, but essentially open up 
the marijuana trade for recreational 
purposes as well. That has been the 
experiences of the states that have 
already adopted medical marijuana 
laws, and those laws have provisions 
similar to those of the AMMA.”

Jerry Cox, president of the Family 
Council Action Committee, said in 
a press release after the ballot pro-
posal was approved that it violates 
federal law.

“Marijuana is illegal,” said Cox. 
“This proposal admits that states do 
not have the ability to change that 
law, and says, ‘This act also acknowl-
edges that marijuana use, possession, 

continued from page one

LAWSUIT and distribution for any purpose re-
main illegal under federal law.’ Fed-
eral Drug Enforcement Administra-
tion agents frequently bust medical 
marijuana operations in states where 
they exist, such as California. Put-
ting Arkansas in the middle of all of 
this just doesn’t make sense. 

“Why would we want to pass a law 
that blatantly violates federal law? 
Why would we invite that kind of 
turmoil to Arkansas?”

Cox agrees with Page that the 
measure is vaguely worded.

“I believe a lot of people who 
signed this petition probably did 
not fully understand the scope of 
this measure. Among other things, 
it says that if a ‘patient’ lives more 
than five miles from a marijuana dis-
pensary, they are free to grow their 
own marijuana. In other words, if 
you live in west Little Rock and the 
nearest dispensary is in downtown 
Little Rock, you can grow marijuana 
in your flower garden, and there isn’t 
a thing anyone can do about it.”

Page said while there is no way to 
predict the outcome of the lawsuit, 
he encourages Christians to ask God 

KEVIN EZELL, president of the 
North American Mission Board 
(NAMB), will be the featured 
speaker during the 10:50 a.m. 
worship service Sunday, Sept. 
30, at Life Line Baptist Church, 
Little Rock. A reception will fol-
low from 1:30 to 3:30 p.m. for 
area pastors, leaders and church 
members who would like to meet 
Ezell. 

Life Line Pastor Jeff Dial said 
the event, which they are calling 
“NAMB Day,” is in connection 
with the church’s year-long 100th 
anniversary celebration. Dial said 
the church is excited to have Ezell 

as its speaker for the day.
“Life Line is a mission-minded 

church and committed to the Co-
operative Program,” he said. “I 
want Life Line to be familiar with 
the Southern Baptist Convention 
leaders and their vision for the 
convention.”

He said along with wishing 
the church a happy 100th birth-
day, Ezell will share his vision for 
NAMB during the morning ser-
vice.

“I hope that Life Line will al-
ways be involved in the work of 
Southern Baptists – spreading the 
gospel of Jesus Christ!” said Dial.

“to bless our efforts.”
“We are confident that we have 

presented a solid case that more than 
justifies the removal of the proposal 
from the ballot,” Page said. “After 
that, it is critical that our network of 
churches and their pastors and mem-
bers support us with their prayers 
and resources, participate in the 
grassroots campaign activities and 
make a difference in this culture.”

Arkansans for Compassionate 
Care submitted petitions to the Sec-
retary of State’s Office earlier in Au-
gust. The group exceeded the 62,000 
signatures needed to place the mea-
sure on the November general elec-
tion ballot.

A poll released in July by the Ar-
kansas TV program “Talk Business” 
and Hendrix College prior to ap-
proval of the ballot measure found 
47 percent supported medical mari-
juana in the state, compared to 46 
percent against and 7 percent un-
decided. The poll of 585 likely vot-
ers had a margin of error of plus or 
minus 4 percent.

Contact Tim Yarbrough at tim@
arkansasbaptist.org. 

NAMB’s Ezell to visit Life Line Baptist
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my thoughts rekindle times when 
my pastor visited me in the hospital 
following surgery, prayed for me 
at a critical juncture in my life and 
cried with me when I lost a beloved 
family member.

Not all church-
es love their 
pastors the way 
Christ loves the 
church, but they 
should. Pastors 
deserve our sup-
port and praise.

They suffer 
from the same 

sins and live in the same fallen 
world we do, but that doesn’t mean 
they aren’t doing the best they can 
with what God gave them so that 
some might be saved.

Pray for your pastor and the 
struggles he faces. Support him fi-
nancially to demonstrate your love.

And finally, do something really 
special in October that affirms your 
love for him and the Lord.  

Tim Yarbrough is editor of the Arkan-
sas Baptist News.

P astors – like all professionals 
today – are pulled a myriad of 

directions. However, unlike many 
professionals today, pastors must 
juggle a multitude of responsibili-
ties for a higher cause and do it in 
such a way as to 
honor the Lord.

Having worked 
with pastors now 
more than 20 
years, I have a 
deep appreciation 
for what they do 
and a good sense 
for the challenges 
they face every day in ministry.

Most pastors today don’t lead 
congregations numbering in the 
thousands that we read about 
so often in the news, rather they 
pastor churches of less than 100 
people.

Therefore, most pastors know 
their parishioners and families 
personally and have a deep, abiding 
concern for their physical and spiri-
tual health.

When I think of the ideal pastor, 

Your pastor deserves your support and praise  
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PRESSING 
ON 

Tim Yarbrough

Cartoon by Gary Thomas   

thing. The choice of font and 
layout of the text are outstanding. 
I have never worked with a Bible 
that is so easy to visually engage. 
For example, in the New Testa-
ment, every time there is a quote 
from the Old Testament, those 
quotes are in bold. They really 
pop visually. It drives home, in a 
clear way, the amount of Old Tes-
tament references that appear in 
the New Testament.

Holman is doing more than 
any Bible publisher I am aware of 
with digital content as it relates to 
the Bible. In the world we live in 
today, digital publishing is criti-
cal. I wanted to engage a transla-
tion that would be backed with 
a strong and progressive digital 
platform.

So when you put it all together, 
the HCSB fits like a glove for me 
and for the church I pastor. 

Of course, the most important 
thing to remember about God’s 
Word, regardless of which transla-
tion is your favorite, is that you 
take time to read it!

scripts. The HCSB takes advantage 
of the latest in manuscript discov-
ery.

– The HCSB is a formal equiva-
lence translation (word-for-word), 
which is very important when 
studying God’s Word. But it 
employs a dynamic equivalence 
(meaning-for-meaning) approach 
when the formal translation is too 
stilted for English understanding. 
It does this very sparingly, but ef-
fectively, in my experience with the 
translation.

– When the HCSB employs a 
dynamic equivalence approach to 
translation, it provides extensive 
footnoting with the most literal 
translation. This is fantastic for 
the biblical student, because you 
get the best of both worlds. In fact, 
the HCSB does the best job of any 
translation I have seen in footnot-
ing for the sake of providing the 
best possible understanding.

– The publishers of the HCSB 
have gone to great lengths to pub-
lish a visually appealing text. This 
may sound trivial, but it is no small 

‘HCSB fits like a glove for me’
A couple of weeks ago I made 

a change to the Holman 
Christian Standard Bible (HCSB) 
version of the Bible as my main 
preaching text. I had been using 
the English Standard Version 
(ESV) for the six and half years 
that I had been 
pastoring at 
Grand Avenue 
Baptist Church, 
Fort Smith. So 
why the change?

The HCSB 
and the ESV 
were published 
very close together, the ESV in 
2001, followed by the HCSB in 
2004. Both are excellent transla-
tions. I latched onto the ESV 
almost immediately when it was 
published. I was finishing my 
doctorate at Southern Baptist 
Theological Seminary, and the 
translation garnered the en-
dorsement of its president, Al 
Mohler. I have loved, and still do 
love, the ESV. In recent years, I 
have begun to take notice of the 

VIEWPOINT
Jeff Crawford, pastor

Grand Avenue Baptist
Fort Smith

HCSB as well. In my sermon study 
and preparation time, I found my-
self drifting from the ESV to the 
HCSB for alternate readings and 
nuanced translation differences. 
We live in a wonderful day as Eng-
lish speakers where we have multi-

ple translations 
of God’s Word 
to help us dis-
cern exactly 
what God has 
said to us. Of 
all the transla-
tions available 
today, the ESV 

and HCSB are at the very top of my 
personal list.

That’s a little background, but 
I still have not answered the ques-
tion, Why a switch? So let me break 
it down in a few bullet points.

– The HCSB is a new translation 
from the original languages, not a 
revision of a previous translation. 
This is a big deal because so much 
has been learned from recent pub-
lications of the Dead Sea Scrolls 
and other newly discovered manu-
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The only thing worse than not having enough staff 
members is having the wrong staff members. For 

pastors and personnel teams, following are a few in-
sights.

Never give a person a job because that person needs 
one. If you owned the church 
and had unlimited resources, you 
could hire whomever you wished. 
However, you must be a steward 
of both the church’s and God’s re-
sources. You cannot put a person 
on a church staff just because that 
person needs work. Only hire a 
staff member because the church 
needs them.

All church staff members should be able to work 
with volunteers. The best youth and children’s minis-
ters train volunteers to minister to young people. The 
best ministers of music organize volunteers in worship. 
Secretaries and janitors must prioritize volunteers. If a 
prospective staff member cannot recruit and manage 
people who will work simply for the privilege of doing 
so, you don’t need that staff member.

Ministry skill is valuable, but it is a poor replacement 
for integrity. If a prospective staff member wants you to 
“cut corners” or is casual about the truth, you should 
pass. Don’t take a chance on an extremely gifted person 
who is not scrupulously honest. You will regret it. 

How does the staff member treat his or her family? If 
he or she is rude to a spouse, disrespectful to parents, 

or uninvolved in the lives of offspring, you cannot ex-
pect consistent good treatment of church members. 

Can the staff member prepare and follow a budget? 
Church members have more confidence in the leader-
ship of someone who works within a budget than some-

one who doesn’t. You don’t want to 
have to explain to your deacons that the 
church owes money to a camp because 
your youth minister could not budget.

Closely related to budgeting is the 
ability to plan for events in advance. 
Announcing is not planning. Planning 
involves the budget, the recruiting of 
participants and sponsors, the gathering 
and distribution of information, promo-

tion and evaluation at a minimum. 
A good staff member understands that his or her spe-

cific responsibilities are part of a total church program, 
and the health of the entire church is the ultimate goal. 
Never accept the staff member who treats his or her 
area of responsibility as something separate from the 
church. No church can afford a staff member who is re-
sponsible exclusively for a narrow slice of ministry.

What about loyalty? I have found that if I have to ask 
for it, I will not get it. You earn loyalty. You cannot hire 
it.

I have the privilege of working with some of the best 
folks in the world. At least that is what they tell me. 

Emil Turner is executive director of the Arkansas Baptist 
State Convention.

Searching for the right staff memberFamily Matters
Inspiring young men 

T  he Arkansas Baptist State 
Convention recently host-

ed HuntFest, an event for men 
and boys. There were more 
than 1,300 people present and 
53 salvation decisions recorded. 
It was a great 
event, giving 
fathers and 
grandfathers 
an opportuni-
ty to connect 
with sons and 
grandsons.  

 Jimmy 
Houston, a 
committed 
Christian who happens to 
be a professional bass fisher-
man, was the main speaker 
and shared a story about his 
discipline of reading through 
the entire Bible each year. He 
has practiced this discipline for 
decades. Jimmy shared many 
stories that evening, but the 
Bible-reading story connected 
with my oldest son. 

While eating dinner at home 
a few days after the event, my 
12-year-old asked if he could 
read through the entire Bible 
next year. I desire my children 
to cultivate a love for reading 
Scripture. However, it is not 
something I can force them to 
do. He was inspired by an older 
man to read through the Bible 
each year, as well as to reach 
out to others.  

 We had a variety of conversa-
tions at home about whom we 
could invite to HuntFest. My 
son invited his basketball coach 
and his son, as well as several 
neighborhood boys. We prayed 
for those boys and others who 
would be there. While review-
ing the decision cards, I discov-
ered that two of the people he 
had invited had made decisions 
to accept Christ as their Lord 
and Savior. I shared with him 
Sunday morning before church, 
and he got a big smile on his 
face and said, “Success!” He 
was inspired to invite others to 
church and evangelistic events 
as he saw God at work.

 Dads and older men have 
a tremendous opportunity to 
influence younger boys. They 
need to hear them. You may 
not inspire all, but you will 
inspire some, and it will make 
a difference. Dads, look for 
ways to spiritually connect with 
your son(s). Attend church with 
them, pray with them, discuss 
Scripture with them, play with 
them and inspire them to pur-
sue a passionate relationship 
with Christ through your ex-
ample. 

Ben Phillips leads the Arkansas 
Baptist State Convention family min-
istry team.

Phillips

A
PASTOR’S 
HEART

Emil Turner

Several years ago, Ron Blue and others founded 
the Christian Financial Professional Network 

(CFPN). Because their acronym was similar to the 
one trademarked for Certified Financial Planners 
(CFP), the group changed its name to Kingdom Ad-
visors (KA).

How inspired I have become 
since joining KA! We even 
have a Central Arkansas group 
now that meets monthly for a 
study group. These men and 
women radiate their love for 
Jesus Christ and their desire to 
fulfill biblical truths in all that 
they say and do. In a society where greed appears to 
hold sway in almost every facet of living, it is reassur-
ing to know that there are individuals who enter the 
workplace with an uncompromised faith in God. It 
should be noted here that a number of national busi-
ness firms allow advisors to join KA and commonly 
refer to them as “Christian Focus Groups.”

One might ask, “How are KA best described?” 
To begin, each is an evangelical Christian who is 
zealously committed to living out God’s command-
ments in their varied contacts with others. In busi-

ness transactions, for example, each scenario reveals 
much more benefit to the one helped than to the 
helper, which reveals a greater respect toward the re-
ceiver than the giver (Phil. 2:3-4). When assisting cli-
ents with charitable gifts, numerous non-KA consul-
tants will shy away from endorsing outright contribu-

tions to family members or charities. 
After all, that would leave them with 
less money to manage and, in result, 
fewer fees to enjoy. KA, in contrast, 
acknowledge the value of giving from 
the standpoints of both the client 
and God, and judiciously direct gifts 
accordingly.

With increasing numbers joining this remarkable 
organization, there doubtlessly will be some who do 
not consistently abide by its high standards. Overall, 
however, I remain encouraged, especially by those 
known personally – friends who blend their unbend-
ing faith in with professional practice. To be sure, 
KA stand out as the benchmark for each of us who 
seeks to become a witness for Christ in the financial 
services arena.

David Moore is president of the Arkansas Baptist Foun-
dation.

Kingdom Advisors

FINANCIAL TIMES

David Moore
Arkansas Baptist Foundation

“Now we ask you, brothers, to give 
recognition to those who labor 
among you and lead you in the Lord 
and admonish you...”

– 1 Thess. 5:12 (HCSB)

Honor your pastor during Pastor 
Appreciation Month in October.
www.arkansasbaptist.org/pastorappreciation
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about it. I prayed, and I started asking people if 
they would take part in this effort, and the results 
were overwhelming.”

Never Thirst is a faith-based nonprofit organi-
zation Ricker began after he felt the Lord’s lead-
ing. The mission is to provide bottled water to 
areas that have been hit by natural disasters and 
to provide hope to those in need through the “life-
changing message of Jesus Christ,” he stated.

This ministry also allows any willing 
person to participate in missions because 
“it is easy to pass out a bottle of water,” 
said Ricker. Some people who are interest-
ed in participating in mission opportuni-
ties aren’t able to do construction work or 
work with children, but “anyone can pass 
out a bottle of water,” he said. 

“We talk with people as (we) hand 
them water and offer encouragement,” he 
added.

One of the organization’s goals is to go back to 
these disaster areas during rebuilding to deliver 
more water and share Jesus.

During disasters, people are caught up in what 
they have lost and are overwhelmed, said Ricker. 
They just need encouragement at that time, but 
if the group can go back during rebuilding when 
things have calmed down, Ricker feels there could 
be greater witnessing opportunities at that point.

Ricker is overwhelmed and excited by the sup-
port that has already been given to this ministry. A 
college friend of his contacted him and shared that 
a friend of hers wanted to hold an online auction 
off her Facebook page to raise money for Never 
Thirst. Another friend joined the auction, as well, 
and they raised $125 for the organization.

continued from page one
THIRST

Ricker

“Another way God has moved,” said Ricker, 
“was when Wesley Lewis and the band belair. 
called … and wanted to help promote Never Thirst 
at their concerts.”

“After talking with Wesley and seeing his de-
sire to help us, I knew God had brought them 
to Never Thirst,” stated Ricker. The band started 
their “Goodbye Catastrophe” Tour last summer, 
and it was presented by Never Thirst.

“How awesome is that,” stressed Ricker. “All of 
their promotional material (had) Never Thirst on 
it. God rocks!”

Immanuel Baptist Church of Magnolia’s 4:12 
Student Ministry also wanted to help Never 
Thirst, so they decided to donate profits 
from their annual Mud Bowl to the orga-
nization. This year’s Mud Bowl was held 
in August. 

Ricker also shared how he spoke at two 
churches one Sunday and “the Lord blessed 
us with almost $600” being donated to the 
organization. 

“What happened before I spoke at (one 
church) will always stick with me,” Ricker shared. 
He had stopped by two homes where Never Thirst 
had provided water at one time. He wanted to visit 
with the families and see how they were doing.

One of the men shared with Ricker how much 
the water meant to him and his family. 

“You don’t know how much each bottle of water 
means to each of us,” he said. 

“I stood in awe by the power of Jesus Christ,” 
said Ricker. He said it was amazing “that He could 
use Never Thirst to touch this man’s life.” 

Later that evening, Ricker saw that the man had 
found Never Thirst’s Facebook page and left a mes-
sage. 

“My wife and I received a surprise visit from Pas-
tor Jacob Ricker this afternoon,” the message said. 
“He asked if I remembered who he was and looked 

very shocked when I called out … the Never Thirst 
ministry. 

“There are two things in life I may never forget,” 
the message continued. “The first is that there 
is nothing more refreshing than a cold bottle of 
water, and second, is that the selfless acts of those 
who would drive three hours to help people clean 
up after a disaster is worth more than they will 
ever know in this life.”

“This (message) touched my heart in a big way,” 
shared Ricker. “This is the reason why Never 
Thirst exists, to share the love and hope found 
in Christ Jesus. It is such a huge blessing to us at 
Never Thirst to know that we have touched some-
one’s life.”

To date, Never Thirst has passed out about 
25,000 bottles of water to disaster areas including, 
Arkansas, Missouri, Indiana and Kentucky, in just 
over a year’s time.

More information about the Never Thirst min-
istry is available at www.neverthirst4.com or on 
the ministry’s Facebook page.

Jennifer Bryant is the southeast correspondent for the 
Arkansas Baptist News.

Volunteer distributes bottles of water through Never Thirst. 
Photo by Jacob Ricker
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What your offering provides:
$1.25 provides an 8-week revival study workbook used • 
in prisons.

$5 provides teaching • 
materials for use with 
individuals with special 
needs.

$10 provides a book for • 
a Hispanic Bible Institute 
teacher.

$100 provides assistance • 
to a pregnancy crisis 
center, helping to save 
a baby’s life and lead a 
mother to Christ.

$500 deploys a disaster relief feeding unit in Arkansas• 

$1,000 provides training equipment to be used in • 
inclusion ministry.

$1,500 helps provide a Hispanic Women’s Conference.• 

$5,000 provides a sterilizer for equipment used in • 
medical and dental clinics.

$10,000 helps feed Arkansans in poverty for six • 
months. 

Dixie Jackson Arkansas 
Missions Offering 2012

More than 50 salvations were re-
corded from 72 ministry sites. Vol-
unteers gave out food boxes, partici-
pated in prayer walking, completed 
home repairs and yard work, visited 
nursing homes, offered free medi-
cal and dental clinics, shared Christ 
at car washes and Laundromats and 
organized block parties, among 
other activities.

This year’s Acts 1:8 One Day 
Mission Trip will take place on Sat-
urday, Oct. 6 in the Forrest City 
area.

FreedomWay
A “multidenominational, faith-

based mission to inmates, ex-of-
fenders, their families, and those in 
the prison of addiction,” according 
to the 2012 Dixie Jackson planning 
guide distributed by the ABSC mis-
sions ministries team, FreedomWay 
Ministries is a residential facility 
conducted from the home of Lloyd 
and Linda Blanton. 

The men who participate in 
FreedomWay are required to get a 
job, go to classes Lloyd offers, and 
attend worship 
services. 

In the last eight 
years, the Blantons 
have had more 
than 65 men live 
with them in their 
home.

Lloyd is a for-
mer pastor and 
has been operat-
ing FreedomWay 
Ministries for sev-
eral years in con-
junction with First 
Baptist Church, 
Heber Springs, 
and the Little Red 
River Baptist Asso-
ciation. 

The Dixie Jack-
son Arkansas Missions Offering 
supports Lloyd in his work. Lloyd 
credits funds from the offering with 
helping him start FreedomWay 
Ministries and for its success.  

Volunteer missions 
Any church, no matter how large 

or small, can be involved in volun-
teer mission projects, according to 
Breck Freeman, ABSC missions 
ministries team member. 

Last year, 106 projects were com-
pleted around the state, including 
block parties, backyard Bible clubs 
and the rebuilding of homes after 
natural disasters. 

Freeman and Jackie James, both 
with the ABSC, can assist churches 
in finding a way to become involved 
in mission projects throughout Ar-
kansas. 

For more information, contact 
James at jjames@absc.org or Free-
man at bfreeman@absc.org.

KALEO
What is next for those who have 

felt the call to surrender to ministry 

continued from page one

DIXIE leadership? Who do they turn to 
for advice or mentoring? KALEO 
Arkansas is designed to help pre-
pare those who are responding to 
this call. 

KALEO Arkansas equips those 
called to ministry in Knowing and 
Affirming Gods’ call to ministry 
leadership through Life-on-life rela-
tionships that provide Encourage-
ment and Opportunities for minis-
try leadership development.  

Church planting
Arkansas Baptists are reaching 

people for Christ across the state 
and are starting new churches. But 
there is still much to be done, es-
pecially in urban settings and in 
the economically depressed Delta 
region, according to the 2012 Dixie 
Jackson planning guide.

Willie Jacobs is the urban plant-
ing strategist on the ABSC missions 
ministries team. Through the help 
of the Dixie Jackson Arkansas Mis-
sions Offering, Jacobs helps equip 
those who start new churches in 
these areas. 

As part of a church-planting in-
stitute, African-Americans learn 
how to start churches and discover 
their Southern Baptist heritage. 

Through this 
training, six 
African-Amer-
ican churches 
have been 
planted across 
the state. 

In addition, 
churches don’t 
have to be es-
tablished for 
several years 
before they 
can start plant-
ing churches.

One of the 
emphases of 
the church-
planting group 
of the ABSC 
missions min-

istries team is establishing church 
planting in the startup of new 
churches so they will find it natural 
to plant other churches. 

Collegiate ministries
Members of the Baptist Colle-

giate Ministry (BCM) at the Univer-
sity of Arkansas at Pine Bluff saw 
30 students rededicate their lives to 
Christ, four small-group Bible stud-
ies start in dormitories and atten-
dance grow at the BCM’s Wednes-
day luncheons and Thursday night 
Bible studies. 

In addition to seeing God at 
work in these ways, Arkansas Bap-
tists took part in BCM outreach by 
sending 2,700 packages of Ramen 
Noodles to campus. 

The packages were distributed 
by BCM members while sharing 
Christ with other students. 

Note: The above information was 
compiled from the 2012 Dixie Jack-
son planning guide distributed by the 
ABSC. 

For more information, visit www.
ABSC.org/DixieJackson.

“Churches giving to the 
Dixie Jackson Arkansas 
Missions Offering are 
making a daily difference 
in ministries and church 
planting across our state. 
Many of these would not 
exist or be greatly affected 
without daily support. 
Today matters.”

Robby Tingle
Arkansas Baptist State Convention 

missions ministries team leader

9-20-12
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Renovated Mather Lodge opens at Petit Jean
PETIT JEAN – Mather Lodge in 
Petit Jean State Park has undergone 
a major $4.3 million renovation.

The Civilian Conservation Corps 
(CCC) originally constructed the 
renovated portion of the lodge in 
the 1930s, according to an Arkansas 
State Parks press release. The moun-
tain lodge on the bluff of Petit Jean 
Mountain closed in December 2010 
to undergo the renovation and re-
opened in May. The renovation did 
not affect any of Mather Lodge’s 
original CCC and later Works Prog-
ress Administration (WPA) work 
dating from the 1930s.

The park service said the reno-
vation work replaced the lodge’s 
1960s-era dining room with a more 
rustic-style design, expanded the 
kitchen, added a 50-person room 
for meetings and small banquets 
and relocated the guest registration 
desk.  

“The renovated portion now 
mirrors the Adirondack-style park 
architecture of the 1930s’ original 
portions of the lodge,” said Joan El-
lison of Arkansas State Parks. “In 
addition, a new lodge swimming 
pool was constructed. Public rest-
rooms were added underneath the 
pool due to its proximity to one 
of the park’s most popular hiking 
trails.” A recent photo of Mather Lodge on Petit Jean Mountain shows its new covered entryway.

‘Chicken Chaplain’ recalls nearly 65 years of ministry
Former Ark. pastor Dean Newberry

Sharayah Colter
Southwestern Seminary

FORT WORTH, Texas – Whether 
described as baggage, drama, prob-
lems or issues, employees in cor-
porations around the nation often 
hear, “Leave it at the door.” 
In all reality though, the prob-
lems employees face in their 
personal lives do affect their 
work.

Dean Newberry, who was 
pastor at First Baptist Church, 
Rogers, at the time, realized 
those employees needed 
Christ but knew not many of them 
came to church to seek Him out. A 
United States Air Force veteran and 
an alumnus of Southwestern Bap-
tist Theological Seminary in Fort 
Worth, Texas, Newberry began to 
feel a burden for those employees 
and a call from the Lord to minister 
to them.

“In 1975, I became concerned 
that, at that time, 95 percent of re-
ligious work was done within the 
four walls of the church, and yet, less 
than 50 percent of American people 
acknowledged an identification with 
any particular church,” said Newber-
ry, who had been pastoring in local 
churches for 29 years at that point.

After some research and prayer, 
Newberry said he received his 
“marching orders” from God in 
Mark 6:31-44, where Jesus ministers 

to the people out of compassion, 
teaches them and meets their needs. 
With his direction from the Lord 
in hand, Newberry contacted James 
Hudson, president of Hudson Foods 
Inc. in Springdale – which later be-
came Tyson Foods Inc. – and dis-

cussed with him the possi-
bility of joining the Hudson 
team to serve as the compa-
ny chaplain.

Ten days later, Hudson 
hired Newberry for the posi-
tion – a decision that helped 
to pioneer the marketplace 
chaplaincy field. No lon-

ger would employees at Hudson be 
among the millions of workers ad-
monished to leave their “problems” 
at the door. Instead, they would have 
access to a chaplain who could help 
them sort through the difficulties 
and joys of life and the inevitable 
effect those situations had on their 
work. 

As part of the new chaplaincy 
program, Hudson and Newberry 
constructed a chaplaincy mission 
statement, which Northwest Arkansas 
News published in a July 30, 1995, 
article about the chaplaincy program 
at the poultry plant.

“In keeping with the company’s 
emphasis upon human values and 
recognizing that our associates’ work 
environment is impacted by their 
home life, mental, emotional and 
spiritual health, the chaplain shall 

provide a ministry of pastoral visita-
tion, care and counseling to our as-
sociates and their families, regardless 
of their religious affiliation or be-
liefs,” the mission statement read.

Newberry’s successor, Alan 
Tyson, a Southwestern alumnus of 
no relation to Tyson Foods’ name-
sake, described the position in the 
same Arkansas newspaper article 
as “wandering around” hospitals, 
homes and plants, getting to know 
employees and being available to 
help however they can.

Though a handful of corporate 

chaplaincy programs existed in the 
East, Hudson’s invitation to New-
berry to join the company made 
Newberry the first corporate chap-
lain west of the Mississippi River. 
During the next 17 years, as New-
berry developed and implemented 
the chaplaincy program at the poul-
try plant, he became affectionately 
known as the “Chicken Chaplain.”

Two years after he accepted the 
role of chaplain at the growing Hud-
son Foods, Southwestern Seminary 

Newberry See CHAPLAIN page 10
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invited Newberry to speak in chapel 
and to guest-teach in a chaplaincy 
course. Newberry, who completed 
his seminary degree in 1953, felt 
honored and privileged to encour-
age the students who sat in the same 
place he had more than two decades 
earlier. He realized his degree armed 
him with the knowledge and tools 
needed to follow God everywhere 
He would send him.

“My Master of Divinity studies 
prepared me spiritually as a minister 
of the gospel, and my religious edu-
cation classes prepared me to spread 
the gospel both in the pastorate and 
in the chaplaincy,” Newberry said.

When he guest-taught in the 
chaplaincy class with Gerald Marsh, 
now-retired professor of pastoral 
ministry, Newberry said he, too, was 
encouraged.

“When I asked (Marsh) if he 
could recommend to me a book on 
industrial chaplaincy, he replied, 
‘Yes, I can: the New Testament,’” 
Newberry recalled. “I needed to hear 
those words. After all, if our march-
ing order can’t be found in the New 
Testament, we shouldn’t be march-
ing in that direction.”

With that reminder, Newberry 
continued to march on, serving in 

continued from page 8

CHAPLAIN his chaplaincy position for nearly 
two decades. In 1992, Newberry re-
tired from chaplaincy and returned 
to the pulpit once again, leading as 
an interim and then a full-time se-
nior pastor until 2005. Over a span 
of three decades, Newberry  served 
as an executive board member of 
Midwestern Baptist Theological 
Seminary and as chairman of the 
development committee at Midwest-
ern, as well as in other capacities.

In 1996, Newberry celebrated 
50 years of ministry, having been 
first ordained to the gospel minis-
try in 1946, just after graduating 
from Ouachita Baptist University. 
The late Adrian Rogers, the then-
pastor of Bellevue Baptist Church in 
Cordova, Tenn., where one of New-
berry’s three sons, Phil, still serves 
on staff, sent a note of thanks and 
encouragement to Newberry for five 
decades of service to the Lord. But 
Newberry was still not finished with 
ministry.

In 2003, in the midst of his ser-
vice in the local church, Newberry 
began serving as a volunteer chap-
lain at St. Mary’s Hospital (now 
known as Mercy Hospital of North-
west Arkansas) in Rogers.

“My days as a volunteer chaplain 
began at 5 a.m., as my assignment 
was to minister to those going in for 
outpatient surgery,” Newberry said. 
“Being able to touch a large num-
ber of people each year and to bring 

them comfort, hope and peace be-
fore a critical time in their lives has 
been a rich blessing from God.”

Pierce McIntyre, who also serves 
as a chaplain at the hospital, says the 
patients Newberry encountered in-
deed saw him as a blessing.

“He continues to have an impact, 
not only while he volunteered here. 
Even today, he was recognized this 
morning at a board of trustees meet-
ing at our hospital for his years of 
service here as well,” McIntyre said. 
“He continues to have an influence 
in the community. Patients at the 
hospital really appreciated the con-
sistency of having Dean there when 
they came in, to pray for them.”

During his eight years of service 
at the hospital, Newberry ministered 
to about 6,000 people each year.

“The response from patients, fam-
ily and friends has been overwhelm-

ing,” Newberry said of his volunteer 
service. “I have been paid well for 
my efforts.”

Though health matters led New-
berry to resign from the volunteer 
chaplaincy in December 2011, New-
berry said he continues to pray for 
chaplaincy staff and hopes his expe-
riences can offer encouragement to 
students who have felt the same call 
on their lives that he received many 
years ago.

“If you have the Lord as your 
personal Savior, then you have ev-
erything, no matter ill or well, rich 
or poor, average or very successful 
in your efforts,” Newberry said. “Al-
ways remember that you are touch-
ing lives, whatever your position of 
ministry that God provides.”

Sharayah Colter is a writer for South-
western Baptist Theological Seminary in 
Fort Worth, Texas.

WEB  Advertising
Web advertising is available on the 

Arkansas Baptist News website: 
www.arkansasbaptist.org. 

For more information, contact 
Nelle at 501-376-4791, ext. 5155, 

or email nelle@arkansasbaptist.org
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MISSION CONNECTION Event: 
Heart of Kansas Coalition will be 
held from 10 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. Oct. 
4 at Second Baptist Church, Jackson-
ville.

Church planters and associational 
missionaries in and around Wichita, 
Kan., are seeking partners, and the 
goal of the Mission Connection event 
is to share how to partner, send mis-

sion teams and help plant churches 
through the four associations in the 
area. Those who attend will hear from 
church planters seeking partners and 
attend breakout sessions.

Lunch will be provided. Preregis-
tration is required. For more infor-
mation and to register, visit www.
absc.org/samaria or call Jill Modlin 
at 800-838-2272, ext. 5149.

Missions event set for October

TOUR OF DUTY, a weekend 
retreat for military wives, is set 
for Oct. 19-20 at Baring 
Cross Baptist Church, 
Sherwood.

The two-day event 
will provide a time of 
worship and inspira-
tional teaching, as well 
as equip women to de-
velop support groups for 
military wives and fami-
lies in their churches.  

The retreat will be led 
by Bible teacher and author Sara 
Horn. Horn is founder and presi-

dent of Wives of Faith, a military 
wives ministry, and her books 

include “GOD Strong: 
A Military Wife’s Spiri-
tual Survival Guide” 
and “Tour of Duty: Pre-
paring Our Hearts for 
Deployment.” 

Childcare will be pro-
vided for children up to 
5 years old.

For more informa-
tion or to register, visit 

www.baringcrossbaptist.
org or call the church at 501-
833-2347.

Military wives retreat set

Horn

MISSIONS Getaway, a wom-
en’s event for all ages, includ-
ing girls in first through sixth 
grades and teen girls, is set for 
Oct. 26-27 at Camp Paron.

The weekend will include fel-
lowship, Bible study, missions 
learning and praying and other 
activities. 

Missions Getaway 
ministers to women

Children’s ministry training days set
THE ARKANSAS Baptist State 
Convention (ABSC) evangelism and 
church growth team will hold two 
children’s ministry training and net-
working days Sept. 28 and Nov. 29 at 
the ABSC building. The events are 
designed to connect children’s direc-
tors and leaders with quality training 
and others who share their passion 

in a setting that is close to home. Key 
leaders in preschool and children’s 
ministry are welcome. Each event will 
begin at 10 a.m. and end by 2 p.m.

Clara Mae Van Brink, author of 
“Love, Laughter, and Learning,” is 
speaker Sept. 28. She will discuss the 
topics of delegating and recruiting.

Bill Emeott, children’s ministry 

trainer at Lifeway Christian Resourc-
es, is speaker Nov. 29. He will bring 
an update from Lifeway and discuss 
10 things all children’s ministers 
need to know.

To register, call 501-376-4791, ext. 
5132, or email akizzia@absc.org. Reg-
istration is open until two days before 
each event.

ABSC holds Literacy Missions Training Workshop in Sherwood
THE ARKANSAS Baptist State Con-
vention (ABSC) missions ministries 
team recently held a Literacy Mis-
sions Training Workshop at Baring 
Cross Baptist Church, Sherwood. 

The event, which taught partici-
pants ways to meet their neighbors’ 
needs, build relationships and share 
the gospel, featured three work-
shops: “English as a Second Lan-
guage” (ESL), “Tutoring Children 

and Youth” (TCY) and “Adult Read-
ing and Writing” (ARW).  

“Literacy Missions workshops can 
open doors to your church and/or 
association to share Christ in set-
tings that are not usually available 
to us as Southern Baptists. Literacy 
missions is experiencing missions 
in your very own community,” said 
Breck Freeman, ABSC missions 
ministries team member.

Freeman said at this year’s two-
day event there were 16 students in 
the ESL workshop, five students in 
the TCY workshop and two students 
in the ARW workshop.  

The event will be held again Aug. 
9-10, 2013, location pending. How-
ever, Freeman said workshops are 
also available to any church or as-
sociation as needed throughout the 
year, with a minimum requirement 

of about six students per workshop. 
“We are here to serve and help 

any church or association in the 
state with literacy missions,” said 
Freeman. “Literacy missions is a 
great way to reach those lost or un-
churched in your community.”

For more information, contact 
Freeman at bfreeman@absc.org or 
Oleta Raines at oraines@absc.org. 
Or call 800-838-2272, ext. 5150.

Continuing Nursing Ed day set
THE ARKANSAS Baptist State Con-
vention (ABSC) will host “The Heart 
of the Healer,” a Baptist Nursing Fel-
lowship/Continuing Nursing Educa-
tion (CNE) day, from 8:30 a.m. to 5 
p.m., Nov. 2 at the ABSC building.

The event will cover the topics of 
compassion fatigue, lateral violence, 
crucial conversations and physical 
health and well-being. The missions 
emphasis will be led by Buddy and 

Janada Barnett, leaders of Ukraine 
Challenge.

RNs and LPNs will receive 6.5 
contact hours.

To register, contact Ashley Sum-
ners at asumners@absc.org.

The CNE training day is a Coop-
erative Program event sponsored by 
the ABSC missions support team, 
Arkansas Woman’s Missionary 
Union and Baptist Health. 

THE ARKANSAS Baptist State 
Convention (ABSC) evangelism and 
church growth team invites churches 
across the state to take part in state-
wide Friend Day Oct. 14.

While Oct. 14 is the recommend-
ed date, churches are free to hold 
Friend Day any day, according to 
Marcus Brown, ABSC evangelism 
and church growth team member.

The event is part of the Reaching 
Across Arkansas strategy and encour-
ages church members to pray for and 
invite their unchurched friends to 
a special Sunday service where they 
will receive a warm welcome and a 
clear presentation of the gospel.

Friend Day Oct. 14 
across Arkansas

•Sept. 21-22: Association of Ar-
kansas Baptist Secretaries Re-
treat – Ozark Conference Center, 
Solgohachia
•Sept. 22: Fall Tiger Serve Day 
– Ouachita Baptist University, Arka-
delphia
•Sept. 22: Autism Spectrum Dis-
order Workshop – ABSC building, 
Little Rock
•Sept. 25: Campus Prayer Jour-
ney – Schools nationwide
•Sept. 25: Arkansas Intentional 
Interim Ministry Update Meet-
ing – ABSC building, Little Rock
•Sept. 26: See You At The Pole – 
Secondary schools nationwide
•Sept. 26-30: Bikes, Blues and 
BBQ Missionaries – Arkansas 
Baptist Assembly, Siloam Springs
•Sept. 28: Hispanic Women’s 
Camp – Pinecrest Camp, Ozone

For more information on events, go to 
www.absc.org, or call 800-838-2272.

ABSC
calendar

Mark your calendar

Arkansas Baptist 
State Convention 
Annual Meeting

Oct. 30-31
First Baptist Church 

Cabot

For more information on events, 
call 800-838-2272 or visit www.absc.org

Contact nelle@arkansasbaptist.org, or call 800-838-
2272, ext. 5155, for special discounted rates.

October is Pastor Appreciation Month.
Honor your pastor with an ad
in the Arkansas Baptist News.
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followed at Lake Valley Community 
Church, Hot Springs. 

Joseph Malcolm Sample, 87, 
of Russellville, died 
Aug. 9. He attended 
Ouachita Baptist Col-
lege (now Ouachita 
Baptist University) 
and graduated with a 
degree in music and 
education from South-

western Baptist Theo-
logical Seminary. He eventually also 
became a pastor. Through the years, 
he served in a number of churches, 
including churches in Texarkana, 
Bentonville, Helena, Camden, Little 
Rock and Clinton, as well as church-
es in other states. He is preceded in 
death by his parents and eight half 
siblings. He is survived by his wife of 
63 years, Stella (Crownover) Sample; 
four daughters; a sister; two broth-
ers; multiple grandchildren, and 
one great-grandchild. Funeral ser-
vices were held Aug. 14 at Formosa 
Baptist Church, Clinton. Burial fol-
lowed at Union Hill Cemetery near 
Clinton.

Church life
Hickory Grove Baptist Church, 

Star City, will hold their homecom-
ing event Sept. 28-30 in honor of 
the church’s 140th anniversary. Spe-
cial services will be held at 6:30 p.m. 
Sept. 28 and Sept. 29 and 10:30 
a.m., Sunday, Sept. 30. The Lisemby 
Family will bring music and preach-
ing. For more information, call 870-
267-1817.

Mountain Top Cowboy Church, 
Heber Springs, will hold a free 
ranch rodeo and chili cook-off Oct. 
20. For more information, call 501-
514-2905.

Union Avenue Baptist Church, 
Wynne, will host the Dove Award-
winning Southern gospel group 
Karen Peck and New River in con-
cert at 7 p.m. Oct. 19.

Crossgate Church, Hot Springs, 
and Hot Springs Baptist Church, 
Hot Springs, will hold two See You 
At The Pole (SYATP) services in 
which Hot Springs and area church 
are invited to participate. Crossgate 
Church, Hot Springs, will host a 
prayer gathering at 7 p.m. Sept. 19 
for students to come together and 
pray in creative and interactive ways. 

Ordinations
Mountain Top Cowboy Church, 

Heber Springs, ordained Wyatt 
Johnson to the ministry Aug. 26.

Obituaries
Sam C. Herrin Jr., 80, of An-

tioch, died Aug. 18. Born in Pine 
Bluff, he grew up in Little Rock. He 

Hot Springs Baptist Church, Hot 
Springs, will host a night of worship 
for students at 7 p.m. Sept. 26 in 
celebration of what God does dur-
ing national SYATP day. The night 
of worship will be led by the Hot 
Springs Baptist youth band with 
guest speaker Cody Brown, staff 
evangelist at Valley Baptist Church, 
Searcy. 

First Baptist Church, Bates-
ville, will hold their Fall Women’s 
Connection from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
Oct. 30. The event, with the theme 
FOCUS: How’s Your Eyesight, will 
include a light breakfast and lunch, 
times of praise and worship, two 
speakers, door prizes and fellowship. 
Speakers will be Kim Stanley, of Fay-
etteville, Ga., and Nancy Stroppel, 
author of “See the Salvation of the 
Lord.” Stanley will also lead praise 
music. For more information or to 
register, contact the church at 870-
793-9859 or email Wanda Treat at 
faithcruiser@yahoo.com.

served more than 20 years of enlist-
ed and commissioned service in the 
United States Air Force, receiving 

multiple awards and 
medals for his ser-
vice and retiring as a 
major in 1971. He was 
ordained as a South-
ern Baptist minister 
in 1976 and served as 
pastor of Liberty Bap-
tist Church, Searcy, 

and First Baptist Church, Patterson. 
In 1988, he and his wife formed 
Project Cross. He was preceded in 
death by his father, mother and step-
mother. He is survived by his wife of 
58 years, Patricia Hocott Herrin; two 
sons; one daughter; six grandchil-
dren; ten great-grandchildren, and 
other family and friends. Funeral 
services were held Aug. 22 at First 
Baptist Church, Beebe. Burial took 
place at Arkansas State Veterans 
Cemetery in North Little Rock. 

Henry Donald Applegate, 88, 
died Aug. 3. He served as a South-
ern Baptist minister for more than 
60 years and pastored churches in 
Mississippi and Arkansas, including 
Leonard Street Baptist Church, Hot 
Springs, and North Tenth Street 
Baptist Church, Blytheville. He was 
a World War II veteran who received 
multiple Bronze Star Medals. He was 
preceded in death by his parents and 
two brothers. Survivors include his 
wife, Josephine Applegate; two sons; 
seven grandchildren, and two great-
grandchildren. A graveside service 
was held Aug. 10 at Arkansas State 
Veterans Cemetery in North Little 
Rock with full military honors by 
VFW Post 2278. A memorial service 

Correction
The Arkansas Baptist News (ABN) 
inadvertently published the 
wrong photo with the obituary of 
Henry Donald Applegate in the 
Across Arkansas section Sept. 
6. A photo of Joseph Malcolm 
Sample ran with the obituary. 
The correct obituaries appear 
above. No photo of Applegate 
was available. We apologize for 
the error.

Primera Iglesia Bautista de Springdale and the Cross Church Hispanic Mission of Decatur met 
at First Baptist Church, Decatur, to celebrate the commencement for Girls in Action (GAs), 
Royal Ambassadors (RAs) and Sunbeams (now called Mission Friends). There were six who 
completed GAs, 8 in RAs and 15 in Sunbeams.

GA, RA and Sunbeam commencement ceremony

Woman’s Missionary Union members at First Baptist Church, Jonesboro, made 85 “salvation dolls,” 
which were given a name and a note saying, “Jesus loves you. ” The dolls will be distributed to chil-
dren on Indian reservations in Oklahoma, North Dakota, South Dakota and Wyoming.

‘Salvation dolls’ for children

Happy Birthday!
to all the missionary kids attending college who are

 celebrating birthdays in the month of October.
◆ Oct. 25: Michael Cortimilia, OBU Box 4254, Arkadelphia, AR 71998-0001; 
 Senegal. 
◆ Oct. 26: Ashley Bullington, OBU Box 4038, Arkadelphia, AR 71998-0001; 
 Dominican Republic. 
◆ Oct. 27: David Headrick, OBU Box 3490, Arkadelphia, AR 71998-0001; 
 Germany. 
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C l a s s i f i e d s
PASTOR

Mt. Zion Baptist Church, Banner, is looking for a 
retired minister to serve as pastor. Contact Steve 
Ragsdale, 870-995-4141.

Bi-vocational pastor needed at Grace 
Country Church, Sidney, a small nontraditional 
church with mission for local community outreach. 
Send resume to Pastor Search Team, P.O. Box 114, 
Sidney, AR 72577 or call 870-346-5822. 

Shiloh Memorial Baptist Church in Texarkana is 
seeking applications for the position senior pas-
tor. Please send resumes to Pastor Search Commit-
tee, 9143 U.S. Hwy. 82 East, Texarkana, AR 71854.

Small, rural church is seeking bi-vocational 
pastor. Respond to toltecchurch@sbcglobal.net, 
or mail at 1139 Toltec Road, Scott, AR 72142. Web-
site is www.toltecchurch.com.

Casa First Baptist Church is seeking a “God-sent” 
bi-vocational pastor. We furnish an attractive 
2400-square-foot brick home on two wooded 
acres and a modest salary. Please furnish resumes 
to johnandnancy@arkwest.com or call 479-477-
2900. 

River Road Baptist Church in Redfield is seeking 
a part-time pastor. Resumes to P.O. Box 161, 
Redfield, AR 72132 or river013@centurytel.net. 
501-397-2576.

Vimy Ridge Immanuel is looking for a bi-voca-
tional pastor. Send resume to 12214 Germania 
Road, Alexander, AR 72202.

Emmanuel Baptist Church in Blytheville is 
seeking a godly pastor to minister to our church 
and community. Send resumes to Emmanuel BC 
at 4315 No. City Road 535, Blytheville, AR 72315, 
ATTN: Pulpit Committee.

Calvary Baptist Church in West Siloam Springs, 
Okla., is accepting resumes for bi-vocational 
pastor. Send resume to Pastor Search Commit-

tee, Calvary Baptist Church, 7727 Cedar Dr., West 
Siloam Springs, OK 74338.

First Baptist Church of Smackover is accepting 
resumes for a full-time pastor. Send resumes 
to Pastor Search Committee, 201 West 7th, Smack-
over, AR 71762 or to bradherring@sbcglobal.net.

OTHER STAFF POSITIONS

Harlan Park Baptist Church in Conway is seek-
ing a part-time minister of music, pursuing 
a blended worship style. Send resume, references, 
DVD or YouTube links to the church at 1895 Dave 
Ward Drive, Conway, AR 72034, or email to garyn-
mitchell@hotmail.com.

Lonoke Baptist Church in Lonoke is seeking a 
full-time music minister. Additional duties, 
roles and responsibilities may be added in keeping 
with this person’s gifts and calling. Please submit 
resumes to Lonoke Baptist Church, Attn: Person-
nel Comm., 406 W. Front St., Lonoke AR 72086 or 
email at lonokebc@sbcglobal.net.

Calvary Baptist Church, Little Rock, is receiving 
resumes for a full-time student minister. Re-
sumes may be sent to Search Committee, Calvary 
Baptist Church, 5700 Cantrell Road, Little Rock, AR 
72207.

Brookland Baptist Church of Brookland is 
searching for a part-time worship pastor 
for our blended service. Please send resumes to 
Brookland Baptist Church, Attn: Worship Pastor 
Search Committee, 200 N. Oak, Brookland, AR 
72417. Interested parties may find our website 
www.brooklandchurch.com helpful.

Full-time associate pastor of worship 
and discipleship: Poplar Heights Baptist Church 
in Jackson, Tenn., is seeking an experienced minis-
ter with God-given gifts to fill the dual role of wor-
ship pastor and discipleship pastor. This person will 

organize and oversee the blended-style worship 
services. He must be able to lead worship, praise 
team and sanctuary choir. He will provide leader-
ship for Sunday school, all discipleship opportuni-
ties and give oversight to the children’s ministry 
area. Please email resumes to Pastor Robert Mor-
gan at robert@poplarheights.com or mail them to 
Poplar Heights Baptist Church, 1980 Hollywood 
Drive, Jackson, TN 38305.

Hayti First Baptist Church is seeking a full-time 
youth pastor. Please send resume by Sept. 30 to 
Youth Pastor Search Committee, Hayti FBC, 201 E. 
Lincoln, Hayti, MO 63851 or email to haytifbc@
gmail.com.

WANTED - energetic, enthusiastic minister 
of music for a medium-sized Southern Baptist 
Church. Music degree and keyboard experience a 
plus, but not a requirement. Salary commensurate 
with education and experience. Please send resume 
and DVD (if available) of performance and interac-
tion with congregation to First Baptist Church, P.O. 
Box 328, Booneville, AR 72927, Attn. Music Search 
Committee.  

First Baptist Church, Morrilton, is seeking an in-
terim minister of music, pursuing a blended 
worship style. Send resume with references to 200 
E. Church Street, Morrilton, AR 72110 or fbc-morril-
ton@suddenlinkmail.com.

Walnut Valley Baptist Church is seeking a pas-
tor of student ministries. Position is full-time 
with benefits. Send resume to WVBC, 1698 N. Hwy. 
7, Hot Springs, AR 71909 or email to tforrest@
cablelynx.com.

The Mid-South Baptist Association is prayer-
fully seeking a director of missions. Send 
resume by Oct. 15, 2012, to 6896 U.S. Hwy. 70, 
Bartlett, TN 38133 or email to domsearchteam@
msbac.org. Mid-South Baptist Association is a re-
gional association made up of over 160 ethnically 

diverse churches with a total membership of over 
60,000 resident members from Tennessee, Missis-
sippi, Arkansas and Kentucky. We are a fellowship 
of Southern Baptist Churches committed to the 
Great Commission. In order to fulfill this mission 
our operational emphases are: (1) Church Planting 
and Revitalization, (2) Church Leadership Develop-
ment, (3) Church Mobilization and (4) Association-
al Resource Development. MSBA is an independent 
and sovereign association in itself, and respects the 
autonomy of the local congregation. We conform 
to the doctrine, policy and practice as expressed in 
the current “Baptist Faith and Message.”

Calvary Baptist Association is accepting resumes 
for the position of associational missionary. 
Please send resumes to Hal Stroupe, 105 South 
Spring, Searcy, AR 72143. If you have questions, 
please call Jeff Thomas at 501-305-9363. Deadline 
for receiving resumes is Oct. 19.

MISCELLANEOUS

Need a church pianist? We have piano CDs 
for churches to sing by! Hymns, gospel, Christmas, 
choruses, etc. – Worship Service Resources, 1-877-
977-6800.  Free demo! www.wsrpianocds.com.

T-211-1 series HAMMOND Organ - the-
atre voice presets - first solid-state tonebar spinet 
- string bass - variable repeat percussion - ad-
ditive percussion plus volume soft tab, brilliance 
tab, earphone jack, special receptacle, dimensions: 
45”W, 25”D, 44 1/2” H, with music rack. Weight: 
235 pounds with bench. Music power output: 34 
watts, with drawbars and added rhythm rail. Con-
tact Donna Faulkner cell: 501-993-8391. 

40 padded church pews in good condition for 
sale, $200 each. 501-825-7247 or 615-636-4921.

85 Ford bus, 23 passenger, $2500. 501-868-
5204, John McIntire.

Longtime Arkansas pastor 
Luke Harold Criswell dies
DEWITT – Luke Harold Criswell 
died Sept. 4 at the Conway Regional 
Hospital. 

He was born Aug. 6, 1930, to 
Louie McSwain and Mack Criswell. 
Criswell was saved as a teenager and 
surrendered to the ministry at the 
age of 34.

“Luke was a great pastor, serving 
churches with tremendous faithful-
ness. Men like him help make the 

Union Avenue Baptist Church, Wynne, recently partnered with other churches and businesses to 
host a community Back to School Bash during which they gave school supplies to children. Union 
Avenue Baptist Pastor Gary Henson said at least 500 people attended, and more than 170 children 
from kindergarten to fifth grade received school supplies. View a photo gallery of this event at www.
arkansasbaptist.org/photo-gallery.

Community Back to School Bash

Thirty-seven preteen and junior high campers and 10 small-group leaders worked together to 
become  “one” in Christ during the third annual Obsessed Camp hosted by the student ministry 
of Crossgate Church, Hot Springs, Aug. 13-15 at Spring Lake campground in Lonsdale. 

Crossgate holds Obsessed Camp

SBC (Southern Baptist Convention) 
the strong denomination that it is,” 
said Emil Turner, ABSC executive 
director.

During his 48 years as a pastor, 
Criswell served in several Arkansas 
County churches. At the time of his 
death, he was still actively preaching 
at Humphrey Baptist Church, Hum-
phrey, and Hagler Baptist Church, 
Stuttgart. He preached his last ser-
mon on Sunday, Aug. 18 two days 
before entering the hospital. 

Criswell and his wife also served 
as Arkansas Baptist Children’s 
Homes and Family Ministries house 
parents from 1988-1991 at the Sher-
wood Emergency Receiving Home 
(now closed). 

According to his obituary, he was 
a man who enjoyed life and loved 
his Lord, his church, his family 
and people. He was like Will Rog-
ers, who said, “I never met a man 
I didn’t like;” he also never met a 
stranger.

He is survived by his wife of 59 
years, Wanda; his son, Harold; and 
four grandchildren.

Memorial services were held on 
Saturday, Sept. 8 at Essex Funeral 
Home Chapel in DeWitt. 



14   September 20, 2012Commentary

No one likes the “squeeze” of 
a stressful situation. We feel 

constricted and confined. Just like 
a sponge soaked with soapy water 
that, when squeezed, releases soapy 
water, what comes out of us during 
stressful times can be very telling. 
Do we lash out in anger, trying to 
fight our way out of the situation, or 
do we face it with patience and view 
it as an opportunity for growth?

There are a lot of stressful things 
out there squeezing away – the econ-
omy, the drought and even suffer-
ing persecution for our faith. What-
ever the cause of the stress, instead 
of frantically trying to escape the 

Living under stress

But everyone who hears these 
words of Mine and doesn’t act 

on them will be like a foolish man 
who built his house 
on the sand” (Matt. 
7:26, HCSB).

Such was my life 
until March 1971. 
I had it all figured 
out. I was the associ-
ate pastor and youth 
director of a large 
church in Spring-
field, Mo. We had a 
large youth ministry 
and a great fellow-
ship. I thought everything was fine 

– until our revival that March.
“Are you really, really, really saved 

tonight?” the evangelist exclaimed. 
“Would you go 
to heaven if you 
stepped out into 
the street in front 
of this church and 
were struck by a 
car?” Those were 
the words that 
got my attention. 
I was an ordained 
minister going to 
college and head-
ed to seminary. 

I had been baptized when I was 9 

years old in northeast Missouri. I 
surveyed my memory of that day. 
Had I really accepted Christ?

My mother had walked the aisle 
to join the little congregation. Tears 
were in her eyes as she talked with 
the preacher. I thought I had done 
something wrong so I went and sat 
beside her.  The preacher eventually 
looked my way and shook my hands 
and said, “We are glad for your deci-
sion, and we will baptize you and 
your mother next week.”

For years, I lived in the belief that 
I was saved – until that day in 1971. I 
now had a personal dilemma. I real-
ized I had not accepted Christ and I 

had been living a lie. But what would 
others think of me if I went forward 
to confess my mistake. Just then the 
evangelist said, “Don’t worry about 
what others think. What Christ said 
is all that matters.” As if in answer 
to my question, the Holy Spirit had 
revealed the course of action I was to 
take! I went forward.

Suddenly, my precious wife was 
there holding my hand as she, too, 
had doubts about her salvation. To-
gether that day we both confessed 
our faith in Christ and began anew 
our ministry in His kingdom, never 
to doubt again our relationship with 
Him. Remember it is your decision!

Your decision

And now this word to all of you, 
you should be like one big happy 

family, full of sympathy toward each 
other, loving one another with ten-
der hearts and humble minds” (1 
Peter 3:8, TLB).

The naturalization service brought 
tears to my eyes. Our 12-year-old son 
was taking his vows to become an 
American citizen. I knew the future 
he would have living in a free coun-
try rather than a communist one.

Peter wrote 1 Peter to encourage 
Jewish Christians who had been 
forced out of Jerusalem and were 
living among gentiles. He reminded 
them God chose them to show oth-
ers how they had been called out of 

darkness into light (1 Pet. 2:9). They 
were to show unbelievers a different 
way to live by imitating Christ and 
His relationship to the Church.

It is heartwarming to see others 
become citizens of a heavenly city 
whose “builder and designer is God” 
(Heb. 11:10, TLB). In 1 Peter 3:8, 
Peter gives five elements that should 
characterize believers: (1) harmony 
– pursuing the same goals; (2) sym-
pathy – being responsive to others’ 
needs; (3) love – seeing one another 
as brothers and sisters; (4) tender 
hearts – being affectionately sensi-
tive, and (5) humble minds – being 
willing to encourage one another and 
rejoice in each others’ successes.

They were to thank God for their 
salvation and enter into this new way 
of life as one that 
pleased God. 
This included 
how they lived 
with their fami-
lies, especially 
those who were 
unbelievers. He 
told them to live 
above reproach 
and above all to 
imitate Christ in 
their behavior.

Just as Jesus submitted to His Fa-
ther’s will, we are to voluntarily sub-
mit to one another in the home. 

Cooperating with someone out 
of love and respect for God – even 

when cooperation is 
one-sided – can be an 
effective tool, but re-
quires strength. Keep-
ing peace is an active 
role of building good 
relationships and an-
ticipating and dealing 
with problems before 
they occur. Conflicts 
should be dealt with 
before they become 
unmanageable. Mak-

ing peace can be harder than waging 
war, but it results not in death, but 
in life and happiness.

Living at home

I n this life, those of us who have 
entered into a relationship with 

Jesus have one 
very important 
job – lead oth-
ers to Christ. It 
is simpler stated 
than achieved. If 
we are honest, we 
know we only have 
a relationship with 
Christ because He 
came to us first – 
just like the woman 
in John 4. She had 
to draw water away 
from the other women and lived 
with the burden of past and current 

sin. We live in a world full of people 
just like her. They are living each 

day with the conse-
quences and guilt 
of past and present 
sins. 

I am burdened 
for people like this, 
who feel like they 
are failures. Too 
often people will 
say to me, “Preach-
er, you just don’t 
understand. I have 
done too much, 
gone too far for 

God to love me or accept me.” 
That is a statement that breaks 

my heart, because Jesus is a friend 
of sinners. He came to set them free 
of their sins. There is no sin that 
Jesus will not forgive. 

This woman was in the presence 
of the One who came to seek and 
to save the lost. And that included 
her. He knew all there was to know 
about her, including her secret that 
she was living with a man that was 
not her husband (John 4:18). This 
did not turn Jesus away; in fact, 
it altered His course. He took the 
long way into Galilee (John 4:3-4) 
because this woman needed to know 
she was loved, that she could have 
salvation. 

Too often we look at people and 

judge them based upon the degree 
of their sin. God does not see de-
grees of sin. He sees broken pottery 
that needs to be mended and made 
whole again. I was seven the day 
Jesus came with the offer of living 
water. I accepted. At that moment, 
I went from failure to salvation. No 
one is “too far gone” to accept the 
offer of eternal life.

The moment will be different for 
each person, but there will be a mo-
ment that Jesus comes with the offer 
of eternal life. It might be as you 
read this article. Jesus knows you; 
He loves you; He died for you. Ask 
Him to forgive you today, and accept 
His gift of eternal life. 

From failure to salvation

ExplorE thE BiBlE

octoBEr 7, 2012

Joy Ross
member

First Baptist, Van Buren

Scripture passage:
1 Peter 3:1-12 
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Howard Kisor Jr.
associational missionary

Arkansas River Valley Association

Scripture passage:
Matthew 7:24-29

BiBlE StudiES For liFE 
octoBEr 7, 2012

Daniel Haigwood
pastor

Hermitage Baptist, Hermitage

Scripture passages:
John 4:7-18, 25-26, 39

squeeze, why not ask God why He is 
taking us through it? What does He 
want to come out of this?

It is sad, really, how we face the 
stress that can come about from 
living a godly lifestyle in Christ as 
Paul described in 2 Timothy 3:12. 
We understand the consequences of 
committing a crime, being “buffeted 
for your faults” (1 Peter 2:20), but we 
lash out and get angry with God if 
we should suffer any loss of comfort 
while remaining faithful to Him.

Why not take it “patiently,” as 
Peter instructs in 1 Peter 2:20, when 
we suffer for doing well? How about 
looking at it as confirmation that 

we are doing what God wants us 
to do – because if we are suffering 
persecution for 
living godly (2 
Tim 3:12), then 
that means we 
are, indeed, living 
godly. If Jesus suf-
fered for us, then 
why in the world 
would we not pa-
tiently endure suf-
fering for Him (1 
Pet. 2:21)?

Maybe the reason we don’t want 
to be squeezed by stress is because 
we are not following in God’s steps. 

We do not want people to see what 
comes out in our lives during dif-

ficult times or situ-
ations. Perhaps it is 
because we have un-
confessed sin in our 
lives or guile in our 
mouths. Perhaps we 
need to wring out 
our “sponges” that 
have soaked up too 
many worldly ways 
and allow them to 
soak up the holi-

ness that is of God, so that when we 
are squeezed by stress, the only thing 
people will see come out is Jesus.

ExplorE thE BiBlE

SEptEmBEr 30, 2012

John C. Griffin
pastor

Lamar Baptist, Lamar

Scripture passage:
1 Peter 2:18-25
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“Doing the work of an evangelist.” II Tim 4:5

Sam Moore is a vocational evangelist and a native of Arkansas. He has 
the gift of an evangelist and the heart of a pastor. He is available for 

Revivals, Crusades, Harvest Days and Witness Training. 
Now scheduling for 2013.

479-381-1170 l e-mail:  sam@evangelistsammoore.com

SAM MOORE EVANGELISTIC MINISTRIES

www.evangelistsammoore.com

Nicole McPhate of Conway (center), a senior mass communications major at Ouachita Baptist 
University in Arkadelphia, tells donors at the Lile Hall dedication Sept. 13, “Thank you so much 
for your sacrifices and gracious gifts to make this dream a reality. The move to Lile Hall was an 
incredible gift that you have given to me, my peers and students to come.” Lile Hall, originally 
dedicated in 1993, was rededicated in recognition of a major renovation with upgraded class-
room space, technology, studios and labs. Photo by Tyler Rosenthal

Ouachita Lile Hall rededication

2,000-plus expected for Acts 1:8 One Day
FORREST CITY – The Arkansas 
Baptist State Convention (ABSC) 
will hold the annual Acts 1:8 One 
Day Mission Trip, a Mississippi 
River Ministry Project, Saturday, 
Oct. 6 in the Forrest City area. 

Volunteers will spend the day 
ministering in communities served 
by the Tri-County Baptist Associa-
tion.

The 2011 one-day missions event 
drew in more than 1,700 Arkan-
sas Baptists – more than 400 of 
whom were under the age of 18 – 
from all over Arkansas to minister 
in Ouachita Baptist Association in 
and around the areas of Mena and 
DeQueen. More than 50 salvations 
were reported.

Breck Freeman, ABSC missions 
ministries team member and Acts 

1:8 One Day Mission Trip coordi-
nator, said they expect more than 
2,000 missionaries and 150 church-
es from around the state to partici-
pate in this year’s one-day missions 
experience. 

Missions activities will include 
a medical and dental clinic, paint-
ing and minor home repairs, prayer 
walking, children’s activities, senior 
adult activities, sports camps for 
teenagers, evangelism, yard work 
and block parties. 

“This will be a day of life-change 
for many – both those who receive 
Christ and those who are sharing 
Christ,” said Freeman. 

Freeman said the registration 
deadline is Sept. 21 and that more 
information is available by calling 
800-838-2272, ext. 5150.
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Ministries benefit from 
Dixie Jackson offering

Dixie Jackson

PAGE 1

Longtime evangelist 
dies at age 82

Roy Fish dies
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Ouachita Baptist
 rededicates Lile Hall
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