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Sonflour 
Bakery owner-

operators John Rogers 
(left) and Leigh Rogers 
(right), with their son 
Logan, in front of the 

restaurant in 
downtown 

Dumas

SCOTUS affirms
Ark. judgment;
rules for baker

NEWS ANALYSIS

Caleb Yarbrough 
and Margaret Colson
Arkansas Baptist News

IN RECENT days, America’s 
highest court handed down 
wins for the pro-life movement 
in Arkansas and for religious 
liberty nationwide, in the form 
of a denied appeal and a rul-
ing.

PP appeal denied
The U.S. Supreme Court re-

fused May 29 to hear Planned 
Parenthood’s appeal of an 
A r k a n s a s 
law requir-
ing doctors 
who provide 
medication 
abortions to contract with a 
medical specialist with hos-
pital admitting privileges to 
handle complications.

This action could open the 
door for Arkansas to become 
the first state to effectively out-
law medication-induced abor-
tions. The Supreme Court’s 
denial of the appeal means the 
law will take effect in mid-July 
if no other legal challenges are 
filed.

“I am thankful for the dis-
cernment used by the U.S. 
Supreme Court to not ad-
dress this issue,” J.D. “Sonny” 
Tucker, executive director of 
the Arkansas Baptist State 
Convention (ABSC), said. 
“The regulation in question 
is a common-sense regulation 
to protect people from an in-
dustry that wants unfettered 

access to abortion at will, with-
out the normal medical pro-
tocol in which other medical 
professions must abide.”

The Arkansas law was en-
acted in 2015 but temporarily 
blocked by a federal judge in 
2016. A three-judge panel of 
the 8th U.S. Circuit Court of 
Appeals overturned the ruling 
in 2017, leading to Planned 
Parenthood’s appeal.

Planned Parenthood in Lit-
tle Rock and Fayetteville are 
the primary providers of medi-
cation abortion in Arkansas, 

a c c o r d i n g 
to a press 
release from 
A r k a n s a s 
Right to Life 

(ARTL), which further states 
that 556 medication abortions 
were reported to the Arkan-
sas Department of Health in 
2016.

This law “does not stop 
Planned Parenthood or other 
abortion providers from per-
forming chemical abortion in 
Arkansas, what it does do is 
ensure that women who have 
complications from the pro-
cedure get help from a physi-
cian in a hospital if necessary, 
something everyone should 
agree on,” the ARTL press re-
lease reads.

Planned Parenthood argues 
that it cannot find any Arkan-
sas obstetricians willing to 
handle hospital admissions for 
women with complications, 

See RULINGS page 6
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allowed the business to expand 
its product line beyond baked 
goods to lunch fare, such as 
pimento cheese, chicken salad 
and casseroles.

After two local casual res-
taurants closed, Sonflour Bak-
ery quickly became a go-to spot 
for grabbing a quick home-
made lunch in the area.

“I started ordering some 
tortilla wraps and bagged 
chips, and I started making 
pimento cheese and chicken 
salad wraps. That was all we 
were doing when we started,” 
said John. “That just blew up. 
We’d have folks backed all the 
way down the sidewalk trying 
to get in to get lunch. Then 
that evolved into us starting to 
do a lunch special.”

The restaurant’s original lo-
cation could only seat about 
12 people as it was intended 
to be pick-up only. As its menu 
and number of customers 
grew, Sonflour Bakery needed 
to expand.

John spoke with a friend in 
town who owned a storefront 
building on Dumas’ down-
town Main Street. It was the 
former location of the town’s 
bar and was being used as 
an event hosting space at the 
time. John made his friend an 
offer, and after negotiating the 
price, he bought it in 2015.

The Rogers spent a year 
renovating the property before 
re-opening Sonflour Bakery in 
its new and improved home 
on Main Street in 2016.

Investing in Main Street
When the Rogers were look-

ing to upgrade from their origi-
nal building, they knew they 
needed something larger, but 

they also knew they wanted to 
be downtown. 

While they could have 
found a less expensive build-
ing in a different location, 
the Rogers felt strongly that a 
town’s main street is impera-
tive to the health of the town 
as a whole. They wanted to do 
their part to help revitalize the 

heart of Dumas.
“We like downtown, 

and it’s always been a big 
thing for us. Any small 
town you go to that has a 
thriving business district 
in their downtown, then 
the whole town flour-
ishes. When main street 
dries up in a town, gener-
ally, the town dries up,” 
said John.

 “I think people aren’t 
even aware that they are 
craving something like 
that until something is 
here. I think we met a 
need that nobody really 
knew they needed,” said 
Leigh.

The Rogers said that 
downtown Dumas has 
been undergoing a revival 
in recent years, and they 
are excited to play a role.

“There’s more to com-
munity than living in the same 
area. Just living in a town is not 
community,” said John. “The 
more events you have and the 
more time you devote to bring-
ing people together, the more 
the town will prosper.”

Food, community and faith
When the Rogers were try-

ing to name their then-bur-

geoning bakery, they thought 
through hundreds of different 
possibilities over several days. 
They wanted a name that was 
appropriate for their business 
and also meant something to 
them.

After meeting in women’s 
Bible study a few times, Leigh 
and the members of the group 
noticed that each of their 
homes featured sunflower dec-
orations, and they began call-
ing themselves the “Sonflower 
Sisters.”

“I said, ‘What about Son-
flower? Just change “flower” 
from the plant to the “flour” 
that you cook with,’” said 
John. “That’s how it started, 
as a show of our faith.”

“It (the name, Sonflour) 
was important to us because 
we know He is the reason that 
we have gotten where we are. 
He is the reason for all of it,” 
he said. “We always use ques-
tions and comments about it 
(the name) as a time to express 
our faith to someone. Most 
of them probably have some 
religious experience, but we 
always use it as an opportunity 
to witness to someone.”

In addition to using the 
name “Sonflour,” the Rogers 
share their faith through their 
restaurant by writing a Scrip-
ture verse on a chalkboard that 
hangs behind the counter, a 
daily tradition that started 
when they opened their first 
store four years ago.

In her five-star Facebook 
review of Sonflour Bakery, 
Cathy Fowler of McGee, 
wrote, “I love the daily Bible 

Scripture which was the big-
gest impression to me.”

While the Sonflour Bakery 
evolved organically out of the 
Rogers family’s love of food 
and cooking, Leigh said that, 
more than just a place to eat, 
the restaurant has become a 
tool for growing a deeper sense 
of community in Dumas.

“I look at it as every person 
who comes in to sit down and 
eat is coming to our house,” 
she said.

The restaurant has become 
something of a hub for local 
farmers during the day and 
schoolchildren at the end of 
their school day, she added.

“That’s as big a part of it for 
us as serving lunch. Truly the 
customers are first for us. We 
want them to have a good food 
experience and enjoy their 
meal, but we want to come 
out and visit with them,” said 
John. 

“You’re not going to get 
that in the big chain restau-
rants; you’re just another cus-
tomer. That’s one of the rea-
sons we don’t do many chain 
restaurants when we get the 
rare chance to travel. We try 
to find places like us,” he said.

“I like the interaction with 
people and the friendships 
we’ve made,” said Leigh.

“It’s just as much about 
community than it is the res-
taurant,” said John.

For more information on 
Sonflour Bakery visit face-
book.com/TheSonFlourBak-
ery.

Contact Caleb Yarbrough at 
caleb@arkansasbaptist.org.

continued from page one
SONFLOUR

Sonflour Bakery began as a side business in 2014 and today is a full-service restaurant located in downtown Dumas. John Rogers 
(left), and his wife, Leigh (right), are owner-operators of Sonflour Bakery in downtown Dumas. Logan (center) is their son.  
Photos by Caleb Yarbrough

Caleb Yarbrough
Arkansas Baptist News

DUMAS – If you live in or 
around Dumas, you probably 
already know about Sonflour 
Bakery.

The thriving small town 
restaurant has become a local 
favorite, thanks to its genu-
ine Southern hospitality and 
emphasis on community and 
faith.

First opened four years ago, 
Sonflour Bakery was born 
organically, developing from 
a side business based on the 
owners’ love of cooking to the 
full-service restaurant that it is 
today.

From home to downtown
“When we originally 

opened (the restaurant), it 
was just going to be a hobby, 
just something for my wife to 
do – a little cupcake shop or 
coffee shop. It kind of evolved 
from there,” said John Rogers, 
co-owner of Sonflour Bak-
ery with his wife, Leigh. The 
Rogers and their son, Logan, 
are members of First Baptist 
Church, Dumas.

During winter 2014, 
John had some time off 
from his job as an agricul-
tural pilot and, as a long-
time fan of cooking, he 
decided to try his hand at 
making a cheesecake after 
seeing one made on a TV 
show.

“They were making 
some kind of cheesecake, 
and I had never made 
cheesecake. I said, ‘Well, 
I can do that,’” said John. 
“I took about three or four 
recipes and combined the 
parts I liked about all of 
them, made my own rec-
ipe, and baked a cheese-
cake.”

After his first cheese-
cake, which he now de-
scribes as “pretty ugly,” was 
finished, John posted a pic-
ture of the finished prod-
uct on social media. One 
of John’s friends, a restaurant 
owner, saw the photo and con-
tacted him about making des-
serts for her business. 

After the couple made des-
serts and baked goods from 
home for a short time, in-
creased demand led them to 
move operations to a small 
facility with some commercial 
kitchen equipment. The move 
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Patterson attorney claims ‘misrepresentation’
FORT WORTH, Texas (BP) 
– An attorney for terminated 
Southwestern Baptist Theo-
logical Seminary President 
Paige Patterson issued a media 
release June 4 defending Pat-
terson against alleged “wide-
spread misrepresentation and 
misinformation.” 

Hours later, Southeastern 
Baptist Theological Seminary 
issued a statement respond-
ing to the attorney’s 
claims about docu-
ments from Patter-
son’s tenure as South-
eastern’s president 
from 1992-2003. Also 
in response to state-
ments in the release, 
current Southeastern 
President Danny Akin 
said institutional re-
cords indicate former student 
Megan Lively reported to semi-
nary officials in 2003 that “a 
nonconsensual sexual act had 
been performed against her 
person.” Patterson has drawn 
fire for, among other issues, 
his handling of Lively’s report. 

‘Character defense’ 
In an interview, Patterson’s 

attorney – Shelby Sharpe 
of Fort Worth, Texas – said 
Patterson “had nothing to 
do” with the June 4 release. 
Though the release was sub-
mitted by Sharpe over the sig-
nature line of his legal firm, 
Sharpe said, “I initiated it my-
self as a person and not as his 
lawyer at all.” Sharpe informed 
Patterson he was compiling 
the release, but “I did not get 
his approval. I did not ask him 

for any input whatsoever.” 
The release’s aim was “char-

acter defense,” Sharpe said, 
and “to straighten out errone-
ous statements that are in” a 
June 1 release by Southwest-
ern trustee chairman Kevin 
Ueckert. His release was sepa-
rate from any severance nego-
tiations with Southwestern, 
Sharpe said. 

Ueckert’s release stated the 
trustee executive com-
mittee fired Patterson 
May 30 after obtain-
ing evidence which 
“contradicts” a claim 
by Patterson about the 
alleged 2003 sexual as-
sault at Southeastern. 

Among Sharpe’s 
claims in his media re-
lease: 

– “No reasonable read-
ing of” correspondence from 
Patterson’s personal archives 
suggested Lively “reported a 
rape to Dr. Patterson” in 2003 
when he was Southeastern’s 
president “and certainly not 
that he ignored” such a report, 
“as is alleged.” 

– “Dr. Patterson first 
learned of the charges that he 
allegedly did not report a rape 
at SEBTS during the May 22 
board meeting” of Southwest-
ern’s trustees. “Dr. Patterson’s 
response was that he had no 
recollection of a rape being re-
ported to him.” 

Sharpe said Patterson 
didn’t “remember a lady re-
porting a rape” while he was 
at Southeastern, so he called 
Allan Moseley, Southeastern’s 
dean of students in 2003. 

“Dr. Moseley said, ‘I don’t re-
call the lady telling me that.’ 
And then the lady who be-
came [Lively’s] accountability 
partner” said, when she was 
queried May 22, “I don’t ever 
remember this student telling 
me that.” Sharpe alleged that 
Lively, in 2003, “confessed to 
consensual” sexual conduct 
and “referred to it as a sin on 
her part.” 

– During the May 22 South-
western trustee meeting, “Dr. 
Patterson explained the full 
context” of a 2015 email con-
cerning a rape allegation by 
a female student at the Fort 
Worth seminary, including 
his alleged statement that he 
wanted to meet with the accus-
er alone to “break her down.” 
Patterson’s explanation was 
“to the apparent satisfac-
tion of the full board, as evi-
denced by the fact that the full 
trustee board voted to name  
Dr. Patterson ‘president emer-
itus’ instead of terminating 
him.” 

Sharpe said the accuser met 
“with Dr. Patterson and with 

others and report[ed] the rape. 
The guy was immediately ex-
pelled from school and it’s re-
ported to law enforcement. A 
week later, she sends an email 
to Dr. Patterson thanking him 
for the way he handled the 
delicate matter.” 

More than “a month later,” 
Sharpe said, Patterson made 
the “break her down” state-
ment to express his desire to 
more fully understand circum-
stances “concerning a forth-
coming meeting that had noth-
ing to do with the reporting of 
the rape.” 

– “Dr. Patterson flatly de-
nies that private SEBTS ar-
chives were ever stolen,” and 
his personal attorney has invit-
ed Southeastern to “join with 
him in having Peacemakers 
Ministries provide an arbitra-
tor agreeable to both parties to 
decide the ownership of” dis-
puted records “in accordance 
with 1 Corinthians 6, which 
prescribes how Christians are 
to settle disputes rather than 
using the secular court sys-
tem.” 

Regarding correspondence 
between Patterson and Lively 
that has been made public, 
Sharpe said, “Communica-
tions to and from a student 
that are personal are not a part 
of” legally confidential student 
files. “There’s not anything 
that has been released that 
would be unlawful.” 

Southern Baptists should 
pray, Sharpe said, “that God 
will provide for [the Patter-
sons] as is appropriate and 
that those things that have 
been spoken falsely will come 
to light and be seen for what 
they truly are.” 

Patterson is “in the process 
of moving out” of the presi-
dent’s home at Southwestern, 
Sharpe said, and “under ne-
gotiation” with the seminary 
about final details of the sepa-
ration. 

‘A misunderstanding’ 
Southeastern Seminary’s 

June 4 statement in response 
to Sharpe’s release, noted, 
“SEBTS does not believe” of-
ficial communications by Pat-
terson while he was president 
“were maliciously removed 
from the property. However, 
we believe there is a misun-
derstanding on the part of 
the Pattersons and their at-
torney as to what is owned by  
SEBTS under the work for 
hire doctrine.” Southeastern 
said it has not received a re-
quest to settle disputed docu-
ments through Peacemakers 
Ministries. 

Regarding Lively’s allega-
tion, Akin clarified, “She 
was very clear” in 2003 “that 
a nonconsensual sexual act 
had been performed against 
her person.” Southeastern’s 
records from 2003 indicate 
Lively “screamed and fled the 
room” when the alleged as-
sault occurred, Akin said. 

Lively did not use the word 
“rape” in her report, Akin 
said, but the act she alleged fit 
the definition of that term. 

There is no record at South-
eastern, Akin said, of what in-
formation about Lively’s case 
was given to Patterson when 
he became involved in the 
matter. 

Regarding correspondence 
between Patterson and Lively 
that has been released publicly, 
Akin said, “All files must re-
main confidential that relate 
to a student at an institution.” 
There is “no question that any 
type of correspondence re-
lated to a student’s status or 
ongoing activity at a school is 
covered by federal law and the 
privacy act.” 

Patterson announced June 
8 that he would not preach this 
year’s convention sermon and 
that he had resigned his role as 
chairman of the convention’s 
evangelism task force.

Patterson

Arkansas pastor calls for SWBTS board resignations
ROGERS – In a recent open 
letter to Southern Baptists, 
Thomas Hatley, pastor of 
Immanuel Baptist Church 
Global Outreach Center 
in Rogers, reflected on the 
termination of Paige Patter-
son as Southwestern Bap-
tist Theological Seminary 
(SWBTS) president.

Hatley offered three sug-
gestions: 1) that the SWBTS 
board chairman and executive 
committee resign, citing 10 
reasons for his proposed res-
ignation of these individuals; 
2) that a third-party review be 
used to “bring a fitting conclu-
sion to this matter,” and 3) 
that Patterson be reinstated 

as SWBTS president, but 
reinstated “with no direct 
duties or involvement with 
any issues involving moral 
failure at the school.” The 
letter in its entirety can be 
found at onenewsnow.com/
media/8728003/an-open-
letter-to-southern-baptists.
pdf.

Suits filed over Ark. Ten Commandments monument 
LITTLE ROCK – Two law-
suits have been filed by groups 
seeking to have the recently 
installed Ten Command-
ments monument on the Ar-
kansas State Capitol grounds 
removed.

The lawsuits say the monu-
ment is an unconstitutional 
government endorsement of 
religion in violation of the 
First Amendment and ask that 
Secretary of State Mark Martin 
have it removed.

One of the lawsuits – filed 
by a walking and cycling club 
– is backed by the American 
Civil Liberties Union of Ar-
kansas. Another lawsuit was 
filed May 23 by the Freedom 
From Religion Foundation 

and a coalition of plaintiffs.
The Freedom From Reli-

gion Foundation lawsuit reads, 
in part, “The State of Arkan-
sas has erected an enormous 
religious monolith on govern-
ment property in blatant dis-
regard for the First Amend-
ment to the United States 
Constitution. At its core, the 
Establishment Clause of the 
First Amendment mandates 
religious neutrality. It prevents 
the government from favoring 
some religions over others, 
and religion over nonreligion.”

The Ten Commandments 
monument was first installed 
on June 27, 2017, but was 
toppled and broken within 
24 hours by a mentally ill 

man who rammed it with his 
vehicle during the night. A 
replacement statue, paid for 
by donations to the American 
History and Heritage Founda-
tion, was reinstalled April 26, 
surrounded by four 3-foot-tall 
concrete posts.

Sen. Jason Rapert, R-Con-
way, who drafted the 2015 leg-
islation authorizing the monu-
ment's placement, called the 
organizations filing the law-
suits “anti-American” and “de-
claring their own war” on the 
monument. 

 Arkansas’ Ten Command-
ments Monument Display Act 
was signed into law April 8, 
2015, by Arkansas Gov. Asa 
Hutchinson.
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Editorial&Opinion “Always be prepared to give an answer 
to everyone who asks you to give the 

reason for the hope that you have...”

 1 Peter 3:15 (NIV)

Dallas may be another ‘watershed moment’ for SBC
While no clear-thinking 

evangelical would deny that a 
course correction was needed 
to turn the Southern Baptist 
ship as it drifted toward lib-
eralism in the 20th century 
over the nature of biblical au-
thority and how to interpret 

the Bible, 
the tactics 
used by the 
architects 
of the take-
over were 
arguably 

less than Christ-like.
Even Albert Mohler, presi-

dent of The Southern Baptist 
Theological Seminary in 
Louisville, Ky., and a chief 
leader of the conservative re-
surgence, said, in “The South-
ern Baptist Reformation – A 
First-Hand Account,” the 
movement was “achieved at 
an incredibly high cost.”

Included in that cost was 
the departure of nearly 2,000 
churches from the conven-
tion, many of which formed 
the Cooperative Baptist Fel-
lowship in 1990.

J ust what are we to make 
of all the upheaval sur-

rounding Southern Baptists 
in recent months?

It seems with each passing 
day come more resignations, 
lawsuits, accusations of im-
propriety and admissions of 
moral failures 
among conven-
tion leaders.

What’s 
more, new An-
nual Church 
Profile (ACP) 
statistics report baptisms and 
membership continue to 
decline in Southern Baptist 
churches.

Could God be trying to get 
the attention of our denomi-
nation to make it a more pas-
sionate and effective delivery 
mechanism for the gospel? 
Could God be allowing a 
time of cleansing within our 
ranks so that Southern Bap-
tists may be strategically posi-
tioned to make a significant 
impact on reaching the world 
with the transformative gospel 
of Jesus Christ?

Cartoon by Gary Thomas

Pressing On
Tim Yarbrough
Phil. 3:14
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While I did not have a 
front-row seat to the conserva-
tive resurgence, what I know 
is that while most Southern 
Baptists at the time were 
not (and are not) liberals, 
however, there was a rise in 
liberal leadership at the time 
– particularly at the seminar-
ies where impressionable 
students received theological 
education.

Leaders of the conservative 
resurgence used this rise in 
liberalism to systematically 
transform the Southern Bap-
tist Convention into what it is 
today. So, after all these years, 
we now have a convention of 
their making.

The conservative resur-
gence movement is said to 
have gotten its start at the 

1979 annual meeting in 
Houston when Adrian Rog-
ers was elected convention 
president, and it continued 
until 1990. The 1985 annual 
meeting held in Dallas – with 
a record 45,519 messengers in 
attendance – is considered by 
many to be a “watershed mo-
ment” in a struggle between 
conservatives and moderates 
for control of the denomina-
tion.

It was that year that moder-
ates in the convention made 
a major push to end the con-
servative advance in the con-
vention, but ultimately failed 
when conservative Charles 
Stanley, pastor of First Baptist 
Church, Atlanta, was re-elect-
ed president.

Ironically, after all these 

years later, Southern Baptists 
gathered again in Dallas dur-
ing a time of upheaval in the 
ranks to determine the future 
direction of the convention.

As you read this, the annual 
meeting will have just ended 
in Dallas. My prayer is that 
Southern Baptists were able 
to come together in prayer, 
re-igniting their passion and 
zeal for reaching the lost – in 
spite of the bruises inflicted 
in recent months.

The time is now, as the 
world needs a strong, pro-
phetic voice to promote life 
change that can only come 
through salvation in Jesus 
Christ.

Tim Yarbrough is editor/
executive director of the Arkansas 
Baptist News.

The purpose and mission
of the Arkansas Baptist News

 The Arkansas Baptist News (ABN) exists to assist  
Kingdom work by informing, inspiring and involving  
Arkansas Baptists through meeting needs of people,  

spreading the gospel, making disciples and growing God’s 
work in Arkansas and beyond.

As the largest religious publication in the state, the ABN 
strives for journalistic integrity, fairness and balance in its 

reporting of Baptist and evangelical news.

We advocate for the cause of Jesus Christ.
We report the news based on our Christian worldview.

We uphold high standards of journalism
and Christian ethics.
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anything that smacks of tradi-
tional values.  

Consider how our mes-
sages based on God’s Word are 
characterized by these cultural 
warriors. If we dare defend the 
sanctity of life and seek to end 
or limit abortion on demand, 
we are said to be engaged in a 
war against women. Roughly 
half of children killed by abor-
tion are female; now, that’s a 

real war against 
women. But 
the self-impor-
tant agents of 
radical change 
would never 

let the facts get in the way of 
a good narrative like “pro-
choice.” So, they skewer our 
message; much of the culture 
ignores what we say, and the 
carnage continues.

If we vouch for traditional 
marriage – marriage as God-
ordained, as Jesus confirmed, 
and as has been practiced by 
all civilizations for the past 
5,000 years (save the last couple 
of decades) – then we are ho-
mophobes, bigots and haters 
of the worst sort. Never mind 
that biology, history, cultural 
mores and norms and theol-
ogy all point to heterosexual 
marriage as the one and only 
configuration for the union of 

What is truth?
C hristians should read the Old Testament because it 

was the Bible that Jesus read. At the beginning of 
His ministry, Jesus used the Old Testament to combat the 
devil (Matt. 4). When the devil tempted Him three times 
in the wilderness, Jesus quoted verses from Deuteronomy.  

The Old Testament was also the Bible that Jesus taught. 
In Matthew 5, Jesus took six commands and taught His 
audience the spirit of the Law instead of the letter of it. In 
so doing, He saw Himself not simply as a teacher of the 
Law, but as One who had great authority. When Jesus read 
Isaiah 61 at the Nazareth synagogue (Luke 4), He declared 

to His audience that He 
was the fulfillment of 
the Old Testament. Jesus 
pointed to the Old Testa-
ment because the Old Tes-
tament pointed to Jesus.

Christians should read the Old Testament to under-
stand the Apostle Paul. As a Pharisee, Paul knew the Old 
Testament well. Within his 13 epistles, Paul used the Old 
Testament to explain the Law, sin, Jesus’ Lordship and sal-
vation. When he told his disciple Timothy, “All Scripture 
is God-breathed” (2 Tim. 3:16, NIV), Paul referred to the 
Law and the Prophets – the Old Testament – as Scripture.

Christians should read the Old Testament to under-
stand the gospels. Each writer expected his readers to have 
some knowledge of the Old Testament. This is especially 
true of Matthew, whose initial chapter declared that Jesus 
was the “son of David” and the “son of Abraham” (Matt. 
1:1). Various Old Testament verses helped Matthew show 
that Jesus was the Messiah.

While Matthew quoted the Old Testament directly, 
John did so indirectly. In chapter 1 of his book, he alluded 
to the Old Testament at least three times. In John 1:1 
(NIV), he wrote, “In the beginning was the Word,” an ob-
vious allusion to Genesis 1:1. In John 1:14 (ESV), he stat-
ed, “The Word became flesh and dwelt among us.” The 
word “dwelt among” is actually a verbalization of the word 
“tabernacle,” a clear reference to the tabernacle in Exodus. 
When John the Baptist, in John 1:29 (ESV), declared, “Be-
hold, the Lamb of God,” he probably referred to the Pass-
over lamb (Ex. 12), an illustration of the Suffering Servant 
(Isa. 53:7). None of these references could be understood 
without a good knowledge of the Old Testament.

Although some Christians find the Old Testament is 
long, cumbersome and difficult to read, without it, the 
New Testament would be impossible to understand. With-
out the Old Testament, there would have never been a 
New Testament.

Ken Gore is professor of biblical studies at Dallas Baptist Uni-
versity. Send your questions to tim@arkansasbaptist.org.

Baptists Ask
Ken Gore

Why should Christians  
read the Old Testament?

‘Wisdom for Ouachitonians’

P ilate posed that query to 
Jesus in the sham trial 

he held at the behest of the 
Jewish religious leaders who 
were seeking Jesus’ execution. 
Pilate asked the question, 
“What is truth?” after Jesus had 
proclaimed that He had “come 
into the world – to bear witness 
to the truth” (John 18:37-38, 
ESV). Pilate wasn’t really seek-
ing the truth; his question was 
a rhetorical 
one. He was 
saying implic-
itly that there is 
no single truth.  

Not much 
has changed. The prideful, 
progressive change agents who 
strive to fundamentally trans-
form our culture into a secular 
one use that rhetorical question 
to make the case that there is 
no objective, unchanging and 
unyielding truth. And they are 
aided and abetted by many in 
media, academia, sports and 
entertainment, and by other so-
called elites.

There are no lengths they 
won’t go to in attempts to 
adulterate and negate God’s 
truth that we believers seek to 
defend and proclaim. They are 
fearful of the truth, and many 
are driven by an antipathy for 
God’s Word, Christianity and 

two people.
Should we even think of 

weighing in against the ubiqui-
tousness of raunchy, hardcore 
pornography that is all over the 
Internet and readily available 
in other media, we are nothing 
more than narrow-minded kill-
joys who want to prevent every-
one from having fun. The real-
ity is that pornography is not a 
victimless crime as progressives 
have proclaimed for the longest 
time. Hardcore pornography 
is associated with a myriad 
of harms from damaged and 
destroyed relationships, sexual 
assaults, pedophilia, human 
trafficking and other undesir-
able results.  

This only deals with three 
issues; however, with other is-
sues, our messages based on 
God’s truth are similarly mis-
characterized and dismissed 
by many as irrelevant. It does 
not matter. We must continue 
to speak truth to power. We 
need to do it with Christ-like 
humility – for our calling is the 
same as Christ said His was: “I 
have come into the world – to 
bear witness to the truth” (John 
18:37, ESV). May we be found 
busy about that task.

Larry Page is executive director 
of the Arkansas Faith and Ethics 
Council.

C lass of 2018, congratula-
tions! 

This spring I was talking with 
my wife, Lisa, about my regrets 
concerning things I did or 
didn’t do over the first 50-plus 
years of life. For example: We 
lived in Pasadena, Calif., for 
three years. Every Christmas 
and summer we drove home 
to Oklahoma 
and Missouri. 
It was a long 
drive with 
three small 
children. We 
drove by the Grand Canyon 
exit every trip, but I regret that 
we never stopped. It was the 
driver’s fault – mine!

Lisa and I have been married 
for 34 years. She can be quite 
direct. It’s one of the qualities 
that attracts me to her! One 
day she asked me, “How could 
you live the next five years so 
you might have fewer regrets?” 
Her question got my attention.

I want to share what I’m 
learning to help me live with 
fewer regrets. While I had read 

Proverbs frequently during my 
life, this spring it seemed so 
fresh as I read it over and over 
again in different versions.

I recall the day I read this 
Proverb: “If you become wise, 
you will be the one to benefit” 
(Prov. 9:12, NLT). Degrees 
earned, years lived and jobs 
completed, while helpful, don’t 

guarantee wisdom 
or a life of fewer 
regrets. This Prov-
erb will help: “Get-
ting wisdom is the 
wisest thing you 

can do” (Prov. 4:7, NLT).
What are the sources of wis-

dom? Proverbs is clear that wis-
dom comes first and foremost 
from “knowing a holy God.” 
Wisdom grows out of an ever-
deepening personal relation-
ship with God through Christ.

Wisdom also comes from 
our parents. One verse says: 
“Follow your father’s advice; 
don’t wander off from your 
mother’s teachings” (Prov. 
6:20, MSG). Many Proverbs 
also focus on seeking counsel 

from others. One says: “The 
more wise counsel you follow, 
the better your chances” (Prov. 
11:14, MSG). We never gradu-
ate from getting counsel from 
others.

Many of our regrets come 
from what we say, how we said 
it or what we didn’t say. No 
wonder there are so many Prov-
erbs about words, including: 
“Good leaders cultivate honest 
speech” (Prov. 16:13, MSG),  
“Pleasant words are persuasive” 
(Prov. 16:21, NLT), and “The 
words of the wise bring heal-
ing” (Prov. 12:18, NLT).

My working title for these re-
marks is: “Wisdom for Ouachi-
tonians.” Your Ouachita educa-
tion and experience provide 
you a wonderful foundation. 
Our university theme this year 
is: “Love God and learning.” 
It comes from our vision state-
ment, and the integration of 
the two cultivates wisdom.

Ben Sells is president of Ouachi-
ta Baptist University. The full text 
of Sells’ commencement address is 
available at obu.edu/voices.

Letters to the Editor
Discrimination

Ouachita Baptist 
University
Ben Sells

Discrimination against 
straights and Christians never 
seems to bother many politi-
cians.

A soccer player, Jaelene 
Hinkle, didn’t play on the 
women’s U.S. national team 
last year because she wouldn’t 
wear a jersey celebrating 
LGBTQ Pride Month. Since 
that time, Hinkle hasn’t been 
asked to play for the team, she 
told an interviewer on “The 
700 Club” talk show. 

More and more, it’s going 
to cost us to practice our  

faith in this land.

Nick Nixon
Charleston

Faith & Ethics
Larry Page

The courage of women 

After the crucifixion of 
Jesus, it was women who were 
the first to venture to the tomb 
and the first to see Jesus. Jesus 
sent these women to testify of 
His resurrection to the disci-
ples. Only then did Peter and 
the other disciples go to meet 
the risen Savior. 

See LETTERS page 7
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the Arkansas Democrat-Gazette 
reported.

“Arkansas is now shame-
fully responsible for being the 
first state to ban medication 
abortion,” Dawn Laguens, 
Planned Parenthood Federa-
tion of America’s executive 
vice president, said in a state-
ment.

Greg Sykes, ABSC presi-
dent and pastor of First Bap-
tist Church, Russellville, ap-
plauded the Supreme Court 
action: “Arkansas has enough 
challenges without failing to 
protect the most vulnerable – 
the unborn. I’m grateful that 
we are finally crafting laws 
that protect our children, and 
I know Southern Baptists are 
going to continue to seek ways 
to protect all children and 
help them to experience one 
of God’s most precious gifts: 
life. Legal wins in our genera-
tion are rare, but we’ll rejoice 
at this one.”

While also celebrating the 
Supreme Court action, saying, 
“Perhaps some sanity is return-
ing to this country’s handling 
of abortion,” Larry Page, ex-
ecutive director of the Arkan-
sas Faith and Ethics Council, 
cautioned, “That (the denied 
appeal) is certainly qualified 
good news for women and chil-
dren. It is qualified good news 
because Planned Parenthood 
has pledged to lodge further 
appeals in an effort to over-
turn the state law, based on 
some technicalities, so its ul-
timate fate is still not known.”

SCOTUS rules for bakery
In a 7-2 opinion June 4 the 

U.S. Supreme Court ruled 
that the Colorado Civil Rights 
Commission violated the First 
Amendment’s protection of 
“free exercise” of religion by 
penalizing Jack Phillips for re-
fusing to design and produce 
a cake for the wedding of two 
men.

Phillips, a Christian, is 
owner of Masterpiece Cake-
shop in Lakewood, Colo. In 

2012, Phillips refused to fulfill 
the request based on his con-
viction that marriage is only 
between a male and a female.

While Phillips refused to 
participate in the same-sex 
wedding by making the cake, 
Phillips did not refuse the men 
service and told them that he 
would make and sell them any 
other items available through 
his store, according to reports. 
At the time of the incident, 
same-sex marriage was not 
legal in Colorado.

The June 4 ruling was not 
a wide-ranging decision, but 
it brought focus on the Con-
stitution’s protection of each 
individual’s religious views. It 
also shed light on the current 
political and cultural battle 
over the definition of religious 
liberty in light of the increased 
secularization of the country. 

“The Supreme Court got 
this one right,” said Rus-
sell Moore, president of the 
Southern Baptist Ethics and 
Religious Liberty Commis-
sion (ERLC), in a written 
statement. “I have long been 
concerned by the erosion of 
religious liberty and the char-
acterizing of some of the most 
basic religious convictions of 
millions of Americans as hate-
ful or bigoted. So I was very 
glad to see the strong rebuke 
of hostility toward religious 
people’s viewpoints.”

The ERLC filed a friend-of-
the-court brief last year in sup-
port of Phillips, and Moore 
called the high court ruling “a 
win for all Americans.”

Moore said of the ruling, 

“At stake in this debate was the 
question of whether or not the 
state can force an individual to 
violate their conscience," he 
said. "We need to live in the 
kind of country where we can 
be free to persuade one anoth-
er, not bully each other into 
silence.”

The ruling incurred criti-
cism from the nation’s largest 
lesbian, gay, bisexual, trans-
gender and queer/questioning 
(LGBTQ) lobby, the Human 
Rights Campaign (HRC).

Chad Griffin, president of 
the HRC and former Ouachi-
ta Baptist University student, 
said in a statement on the 
HRC website following the de-
cision, “In today’s (June 4) nar-
row ruling against the Colora-
do Civil Rights Commission, 
the Supreme Court acknowl-
edged that LGBTQ people are 
equal and have a right to live 
free from the indignity of dis-
crimination.” 

“Anti-LGBTQ extremists 
did not win the sweeping ‘li-
cense to discriminate’ they 
have been hoping for – and 
today’s ruling does not change 
our nation’s longstanding civil 
rights laws,” said Griffin.

During a June 5 interview 
on “Today,” NBC anchor Sa-
vannah Guthrie asked Phil-
lips’ attorney Kristen Waggon-
er, “Does this mean that any 
baker or any company could 
just refuse services to a gay cou-
ple on religious grounds now?”

In response to Guthrie, 
Waggoner said that the ruling 
was not about discrimination 
but respect of each American’s 

religious viewpoints.
“Absolutely not, the court 

made very clear, as we made 
clear in our argument before 
the court, that Jack (Phillips) 
loves and serves anyone who 
walks into his store, but he 
doesn’t express all messages,” 
said Waggoner. “That was crit-
ical for the court’s decision. 
Justice Kennedy made clear 
that religious hostility from 
the government has no place 
in a pluralistic society.”

Justice Anthony Kennedy 
wrote the majority opinion in 
the case. Kennedy said that the 
issues at hand in the case were 
freedom of speech and free-
dom of religion and that the 
difficulty in ruling on the case 
was in interpreting constitu-
tional rights in light of today’s 
world.

“The freedoms asserted 
here are both the freedom of 
speech and the free exercise of 
religion. The free speech aspect 
of this case is difficult, for few 
persons who have seen a beau-
tiful wedding cake might have 
thought of its creation as an 
exercise of protected speech,” 
wrote Kennedy in the court 
majority opinion. “This is an 
instructive example, however, 
of the proposition that the 
application of constitutional 
freedoms in new contexts can 
deepen our understanding of 
their meaning.

“Whatever the confluence 
of speech and free exercise 
principles might be in some 
cases, the Colorado Civil 
Rights Commission’s consid-
eration of this case was incon-

sistent with the State’s obliga-
tion of religious neutrality,” 
Kennedy continued. 

“The reason and motive for 
the baker’s refusal were based 
on his sincere religious beliefs 
and convictions. The Court’s 
precedents make clear that the 
baker, in his capacity as the 
owner of a business serving the 
public, might have his right to 
the free exercise of religion 
limited by generally applicable 
laws.”

ERLC Communications 
Specialist Joe Carter, said the 
“significant” takeaway from 
the court’s ruling is, as Justice 
Elena Kagan wrote on the de-
cision, that “state actors can-
not show hostility to religious 
views; rather, they must give 
those views ‘neutral and re-
spectful consideration.’”

Contact Caleb Yarbrough at 
caleb@arkansasbaptist.org or 
Margaret Colson at margaret@
arkansasbaptist.org.

continued from page one
RULINGS
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We have had a similar situ-
ation take place in the South-
ern Baptist Convention in re-
cent weeks. More than 3,000 
women signed a petition tak-
ing a strong stand against what 
they accurately stated was un-
biblical teaching at Southwest-
ern Seminary and previously at 
Southeastern Seminary under 
the leadership of Paige Pat-
terson. The actions and state-
ments made by Patterson and 
alleged in the petition along 
with other mistakes were well 
known for years by many for-

mer SBC presidents, seminary 
presidents and other SBC lead-
ers, but they failed to act until 
pressured by these women and 
the resulting publicity. Beth 
Moore accurately described 
the attitudes and actions of 
many of these male leaders of 
the SBC as sin. These men sat 
quietly while a once-great semi-
nary was imploding under the 
leadership of Patterson.

This same Paige Patterson 
carried out a 30-year cam-
paign of attacks and slander 
against the missionaries and 
staff of the International Mis-
sion Board (IMB). Former 
IMB President Jerry Rankin 
described these attacks as 

“blatant disregard for truth.” 
Many of these same male lead-
ers again lacked the courage to 
speak the truth and defend our 
missionaries. One group our 
missionaries could depend on 
to consistently support us was 
the women of the Woman’s 
Missionary Union (WMU). 

If the male leaders of our 
convention had half the cour-
age and integrity of these 3,000 
women and the women of the 
WMU, we would have avoided 
much of the shame and embar-
rassment of the past few weeks 
and years.

Ron West
Little Rock

Cowboy and Rose City churches join for outreach
Sarah Davis
Arkansas Baptist News

NORTH LITTLE ROCK 
– Rose City Community 
Church, North Little Rock,  
teamed up with Cross Point 
Cowboy Church, Nashville, 
to host a community day April 
21. A crowd of 250 people 

showed up to see the 10 horses 
brought by the cowboy church.

Quivari Jackson, pastor and 
church planter of Rose City 
Community Church, and 
Bryan Adair, pastor of Cross 
Point Cowboy Church, met 
at the Arkansas Baptist State 
Convention. Adair offered to 
help Jackson with a church 

outreach by bringing cowboys 
and horses to the inner-city.

The churches could not 
be more different on the out-
side. One church is located in 
the city and is predominantly 
African-American. The other 
church is rural and is predomi-
nantly white. However, both 
share the same love of Christ. 

“The purpose of the event 
was twofold,” said Jackson. 
“One was to bring two differ-
ent churches together to do 
an outreach. The second was 
to expose the community to 
horses.”

A range of people showed 
up to pet, groom and ride 
the Nashville horses. Both 
children and adults saw and 
rode horses for the first time 
that day. Ages ranged from 6 
months to 60 years old. 

“I can’t recall a single child 
or adult that didn’t leave with 
a smile,” said Andy McCauley, 
a member of Cross Point. 

Community members came 
to the event and were told 
about the new church started 
by Jackson. Several overcame 
their fears and climbed onto 
a horse. The people learned 
to trust not just the horse they 
rode, but also the strangers 
who led the horse. This new-
found trust allowed for the 
cowboys to share the gospel 
one-on-one with the people on 
their horses.

Using a former rodeo buck-
ing horse that he had trained 
to submit to his author-
ity, Stacy Janes, mission team 
leader at Cross Point, gave a 
gospel presentation to the en-
tire group. Janes compared his 
relationship with his horse to 
the relationship believers have 
with God. 

“My favorite part of the day 
was seeing the interaction be-
tween the community and the 
cowboy church,” Jackson said. 
“We were able to tear down 
the division and stereotypes of 
what people may have against 
one group versus the other.”

The new partnership be-
tween these two churches will 
continue, and another cowboy 
event is planned for the fall. 

“Working with Pastor Qui-
vari and his people at Rose 
City was an awesome experi-
ence. Lasting friendships were 
formed,” said Adair. “I might 
add that these people touched 
all of us as well.”

Contact Sarah Davis at 
sarah@arkansasbaptist.org.



June 14, 20188 

Flooring
Floors & More, Inc.
21286 Interstate 30
Benton, AR 72019
501-316-0267  FAX: 501-316-2533
Email: sales@floorsandmorear.com
www.floorsandmorear.com
Consultation/Statewide Services/Commercial 
Flooring/Carpet Squares/Gym Floors 

Kitchen Equipment
& Supplies
Aimco Equipment Co. 
10001 Colonel Glenn Rd.
Little Rock, AR 72204
501-228-0808

Lighting & Sound
American AVL
800-352-7222
Little Rock/Jackson/Ruston/ 
New Orleans
Audio, Video, & Lighting Systems & 
Equipment - Ask about our free site needs  
AVL review

Stained Glass
Jonathan Soos 
Soos Stained Glass Inc. 
jon@soosstainedglass.com 
http://www.soosstainedglass.com 
30 Maumelle Curve Ct. 
Maumelle AR 72113 
501-758-8641 Maumelle studio 
501-758-8655 fax

Baptistries/Steeples
Construction Sales Co., Inc.
P.O. Box 1049
Magnolia, AR 71753-1049
800-526-9663  FAX: 870-234-6475
Also laminated wood arches, beams and decking 

Church Facility Planner
Sowell Architects
1315 North Street, Suite 100
Conway, AR  72034
501-450-9633 FAX: 501-450-7228
Email: rik@sowellarchitects.com
www.sowellarchitects.com
Master planning, site analysis
and all architectural services

Church Insurance
Michael B. Russell, MA, MBA
Member, Cross Church, Springdale
Mike Russell & Associates
P.O. Box 709, Bentonville, AR 72712
877-715-5336, 479-657-6369 fax
www.protectmychurch.org   
AR Ins. Lic. #185726
Non-profit - Church - Commercial -  
Employee Benefits

James Greene & Associates
800-422-3384
www.jamesgreeneins.com
James Greene & Associates represents 
Brotherhood Mutual Insurance, a national leader 
insuring churches in alliance with GuideStone. 
Call today or go online for property, liability, 
auto and worker’s comp quotes!

ChurCh ServiCeS DireCtory

To advertise in the 
Church Services Directory, contact 
the ABN at 501-376-4791, ext. 5161, 

or email ads@arkansasbaptist.org

Russell to pastor 2nd Russellville
RUSSELLVILLE – Chris Rus-
sell begins his duties as pastor 
of Second Baptist Church, 
Russellville, June 17.

Russell previously served 
as pastor of Victory Baptist 
Church, Back Gate.

An Arkansas native, Russell 
attended First Baptist Church, 
Branch, as a teenager where 
he said he met Dusty Wright, 
the church’s youth pastor, and 
Tim Hobbs, it’s senior pastor. 
Russell later served in youth 
ministry at the church.

“God used Dusty and Tim 
to introduce me to the gospel 
of Jesus Christ through their 
personal witness and preach-
ing,” said Russell. “At 18 years 
of age, I repented of my sins 
and placed my faith in the 
Lord Jesus.”

Russell received his bach-
elor’s degree from Arkansas 
Tech University in Russellville. 
He later received a Master of 

Divinity degree from Mid-
America Baptist Theological 
Seminary in Cordova, Tenn. 

Russell previously served as  
youth pastor at Miracle Baptist 
Church, Memphis, Tenn.,  be-
fore serving as the church’s as-
sociate pastor.

“I pray that we are a church 
that makes a felt, tangible im-
pact in the community. My 
hope is to see lost people saved 
and believers growing to make 
a significant impact for the 
kingdom of God in Russell-
ville to the ends of the world,” 
said Russell.

FORDYCE – Forty-one pa-
tients were seen, and two sal-
vations were recorded during 
a medical-dental clinic held 
in Fordyce June 2.

In all, Arkansas Baptist 

volunteers took 26 X-rays, ex-
tracted 48 teeth and did 13 
cleanings during the effort.

In addition to the two salva-
tions, two people rededicated 
their lives to the Lord. Of the 

41 people witnessed to by 
volunteers, 34 said they were 
already Christians.

Volunteers requested 
prayer for five individuals yet 
to respond to the gospel.

Medical-dental clinic impacts Fordyce; 2 salvations recorded

Pastor Chris Russell with his family.
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C l a s s i f i e d s

Memorial Heights Baptist, Claremore, OK, 
is prayerfully seeking the man called by God to 
serve as our full-time pastor. Please send 
resumes to memorialheights@sbcglobal.net.

Second Baptist, Springfield, MO, is prayerful-
ly seeking God’s will for our next lead pastor. 
The Lead Pastor should have the following in his 
background: 1) biblical qualifications outlined in 
1 Timothy 3 & Titus 1, 2) a seminary degree at 
the master’s level (or equivalent) & significant 
experience in a pastor’s capacity as a lead or co-
lead pastor, 3) shall be an engaging & effective 
speaker with messages which are gospel cen-
tered, biblical and theologically soun, and 4) a 
proven visionary and leader in ministry, evange-
lism, discipleship and church growth. For more 
information, email: pastorsearch@secondbap-
tist.org or visit secondbaptist.org/pastorsearch.

Calvary Baptist Church, NLR, is prayerfully 
seeking a bi-vocational pastor. Please send 
resume to 5025 Lynch Drive, NLR, AR 72117 
Attn: Pastor Search Committee.

Big Fork Baptist Church of Rural Mena, AR, 
is seeking a bi-vocational or retired pas-
tor starting immediately. Please send letter 
of intention, or resume to: Attn: Pastor Search 
Committee, 105 Polk Rd. 67, Mena, AR 71953.

Needed: full-time pastor for traditional 
Southern Baptist church. Send resumes, etc. to 
Pastor Search Committee, Union Baptist Church, 
144 Crain City Road, El Dorado, AR 71730 or 
email them to unionbaptistchurch1@yahoo.
com.

FBC Valley Springs seeking a pastor com-
mitted to preaching, teaching, and leadership, 
one who can help us in our vision for God’s 
mission. A heart for visiting and ministering to 
a rural community. We are a church with poten-
tial for growth, spiritual maturity, and outreach. 

resume to 805 Bethesda Rd., Batesville, AR 
72501, or e-mail, ruddellhillpastor@gmail.com.

Lakeshore Heights Baptist Church, Hot 
Springs, seeking PT music/worship leader. 
501-262-3910/details.

FBC Sheridan seeking interim student 
pastor. Send resumes to fbcsheridanpas-
torsearch@gmail.com.

FBC Walnut Ridge is searching for a full-
time student minister to oversee ministry 
to youth and families 7th-12th grade. Must 
provide vision for reaching the community and 
teaching the church. Now accepting resumes at 
stumin@fbcwalnutridge.org.

Pastoral secretary, Baring Cross Baptist, 
Sherwood. 30 hours/week. Email resume: bcbc-
derek@sbcglobal.net.

Part-time music/choir leader - Old 
Union Baptist Church, Benton, AR. Please send 
resume to: OUBC Music Leader Committee,  
12641 Hwy 298, Benton, AR 72019.

The Clay Platte Baptist Association is 
seeking a director of missions to lead a 
network of churches in reaching a growing 
region of north Kansas City metro. In response 
to current and anticipated growth, the ideal 
candidate will lead in church planting, vitality, 
strategic partnership, and administrative lead-
ership. Inquiries or resumes can be directed to:  
applicant@clayplatteba.org.

Freeman Heights Baptist Church is  
prayerfully seeking resumes for a student 
& worship minister. We will be accepting 
resumes through June 30th. You may email 
your resume to alan@freemanheights.com 
or mail them to FHBC Attn: Pastor, 522 West 
Freeman Ave., Berryville, AR 72616. For more 
information go to www.freemanheights.com/ 
ministersearch.

First Baptist Church of Bay is seeking a 
full-time worship leader/minister to 

students. Our church is a growing church in 
a growing community (located just outside of 
Jonesboro, average attendance 200+). Sub-
mit resume to fbcbay@suddenlink.net or by 
mail to FBC, PO Box 190, Bay, AR 72411. Visit  
www.bayfbc.org. for more info.

Concord Baptist Church, a vibrant and grow-
ing church in Anderson, SC, is seeking an asso-
ciate pastor for worship and music. This 
person must have the calling, gifting, training 
and heart to lead a large and diverse ministry of 
worship. We are excited about our future! For a 
job description and/or to submit a resume/pro-
file please contact jjames@concordbaptist.com. 
Please also visit concordbaptist.com for more 
information about our congregation.

Kern Heights Baptist Church in DeQueen, 
AR, is seeking full-time youth minister.   
Experience leading worship a plus. Send re-
sumes to khbc@windstream.net.

First Baptist, Harrisburg, is looking for a 
part-time music director to lead blended 
services on Sundays. Contact Bro. Kelly Jones at 
kellyjones@harrisburgfbc.com.

Cocklebur Baptist, Ward, AR, is prayerfully 
seeking part-time youth leader. Accepting 
resumes through June 15, 2018. Email resumes 
to cbc4138@gmail.com, or mail to Attn: Youth 
Search Committee, 4138 Cocklebur Road, Ward, 
Arkansas 72176.

FBC Prescott is seeking an energetic part-
time music/choir director. Please send 
resume to: FBC Prescott Personnel Committee, 
PO Box 447, Prescott, AR 71857.

First Baptist Church, Henderson, Texas, full-
time position for children’s minister, to 
minister to children and young families. Send 
resumes to David Higgs, 207 W. Main St., Hen-
derson, Texas, 75652, or email dhiggs@thefbc.org.

Emory Baptist Church (70 miles east of 
Dallas) is seeking a f/t pastor of worship 

and senior adults. This position will give 
leadership to a church-wide, comprehensive 
music ministry including but not limited to 
planning and leading two blended worship 
services each week and leading occasionally 
with an instrument and directing adult choir 
rehearsal. Additional responsibilities will include 
a comprehensive ministry to senior adults. Ap-
plicants can submit resumes to Pat McDanal 
at patmcdanal@aol.com or 1175 RSCR 3503,  
Emory, TX 75440.

Bi-vocational worship pastor for 
blended service. FBC Pea Ridge. 479-451-
8192. To submit resume or request more info -  
al@prfbc.org.

Perryville FBC is seeking a bi-voca-
tional music director. Send resumes to  
pvfb.church@gmail.com.

First Baptist Church of El Dorado, AR, is  
seeking to hire an associate pastor of wor-
ship. This full-time position is responsible for 
developing and leading a church-wide worship 
ministry, which promotes the development of 
fully devoted followers of Jesus. Interested can-
didates can submit a resume with cover letter 
by mail (200 W. Main, El Dorado, AR) or email  
jonathan.kelley@fbceldorado.org.

The Pregnancy Resource Center for South-
west Arkansas (PRCSA) in Arkadelphia, AR, is 
seeking a full-time executive director (ED). 
The ED is responsible for: implementing the mis-
sion and vision of the PRCSA; management of 
programs, ministries, staff and volunteers; over-
seeing client services; effective fundraising; and 
maintaining community/church relations. Email 
resume and a statement describing your spiritual 
journey and qualifications to Search Committee 
at: EDsearch911@gmail.com. Salary is com-
mensurate with qualifications/experience.

Email resume to jon@route222.com.
Chicot Road Baptist Church is seeking a 

bi-vocational pastor. Send resume to 
13301 Chicot Rd, Mabelvale, AR 72103 or email  
chicotroadbaptist@att.net.

Calvary Baptist Church, Huntsville, AR, is 
seeking a full-time pastor. The Pastor Search 
Committee requests that resumes be emailed 
to: cjosbon95@yahoo.com Phone: 479-738-
8819.

First Baptist Church of Lepanto, Arkansas, 
is seeking candidates for a full-time senior 
pastor. Preferred candidate will be an expe-
rienced pastor with a seminary degree that 
aligns with Southern Baptist theology and the  
inerrancy of Scripture. He will provide leader-
ship, counseling and promote community out-
reach. Resumes and references should be sent to 
Tim Benton at tnrbenton@eritter.net.

Central Baptist Church, Marshall, Texas, 
seeking pastor candidates. Send resumes to 
rrobinette@cbcmarshall.org. Small, downtown 
congregation, affiliated with SBC and BGCT, 
supporting several local ministries, seek-
ing to meet needs and share the gospel with  
surrounding community.

First Baptist Church of Hayti, Missouri, is 
prayerfully seeking a full-time/bi-voca-
tional pastor who is Bible grounded and 
people oriented for blended worship services. 
Degree from a Southern Baptist seminary is pre-
ferred. Email resumes to: FBCHayti@gmail.com.

Floral Baptist Church of Floral, Arkansas, is 
seeking a full-time pastor. Send resumes 
and references to Floral Baptist Church, P.O. Box 
96, Floral, AR 72534. 

Ruddell Hill Baptist in Batesville, search-
ing for part-time youth minister. Send  

PASTOR

OTHER STAFF POSITIONS

MISCELLANEOUS

William (Bill) Brown, 85, 
of Morrilton, 
died May 29. 

Brown was 
a graduate of 
Ouachita Bap-
tist University 
in Arkadelphia 
and The South-
ern Baptist 

Theological Seminary in Lou-
isville, Ky. He also held a doc-
torate degree from Luther Rice 
Seminary in Lithonia, Ga. 

Brown served as pastor of 
Bigelow Baptist Church, Bi-
gelow; First Baptist Church, 
Plumerville; Bayou Meto Bap-
tist Church, Jacksonville; and 
First Baptist Church, Morril-
ton. He served churches for 
almost seven decades.

Brown also served as chap-
lain for the Arkansas State 
Legislature, and for more 
than 30 years he held weekly 
church services for campers at  

Obituaries Petit Jean State Park.
Brown was preceded in 

death by his brother. He is sur-
vived by his wife of 43 years, 
Letha, seven children, 22 
grandchildren, 18 great-grand-
children and one great-great-
grandchild.

Janet McCord, 63, of Jud-
sonia, died May 
26.

M c C o r d 
g r a d u a t e d 
magna cum 
laude with a 
bachelor’s de-
gree in educa-

tion from the University of 
Arkansas at Little Rock. 

McCord was an adult edu-
cation instructor at the Uni-
versity of Arkansas Cossatot 
Community College in De-
Queen and the University of 
Arkansas Community College 
at Rich Mountain in Mena.

McCord was a member of 
First Baptist Church, Searcy. 

McCord was preceded in 
death by her parents and her 
son. She is survived by her 
husband of 38 years, David, a 
daughter, two grandchildren, 
two brothers and a sister.

McCord’s husband serves 
as associational missionary for 
Calvary Baptist Association in 
Judsonia. He previously served 
on the board of directors of 
the Arkansas Baptist News.

On the move

Kent Dixon has been 
named associational mission-
ary for Little Red River Baptist 
Association in Heber Springs. 
Dixon is a graduate of Oklaho-
ma Baptist University in Shaw-
nee, Okla., and Southwestern 
Baptist Theological Seminary 
in Fort Worth, Texas. Dixon 
previously served, since 1998, 
as associate pastor of students 
at Woodland Heights Baptist 
Church, Conway.

Levy Baptist Church, 
North Little Rock, is hosting 
a park party from 11 a.m. – 2 
p.m., June 23, at Moss Street 
Park, located at 41st and Park 
streets in North Little Rock. 
Food and door prizes will be 
provided. For more informa-
tion contact the church office 
at 501-753-7347.

Jackson Kennedy is serving 
as college pastor of First Bap-
tist Church, Conway. 

Jackson is a graduate of 
Ouachita Baptist University in 
Arkadelphia. 

Church life

Alex Schroeder, of Rogers, 

Place your classified here! 
Visit arkansasbaptist.org/ads 
to use our easy online form!

received a master of divinity 
degree on May 18 from The 
Southern Baptist Theologi-
cal Seminary in Louisville,  
Ky., during the 220th com-
mencement exercises on the 
seminary lawn. In all, 284 
master’s and doctoral students 
were present to receive degrees 
as part of a graduating class of 
320. Schroeder is on staff at 
the seminary.

Rodrigo Sanchez, of Little 
Rock, received a bachelor of 
arts degree from Boyce Bible 
College in Louisville, Ky., dur-
ing commencement exercises 
on May 11. He is a member of 
Midtown Baptist Church in 
Little Rock.

Baptist life



www.arkansasbaptist.org 11   BiBle commentAry

Most of us don’t always follow 
through on our promises, but we can 
be sure that God does. David knew this 
and was overwhelmed by God’s mes-
sage to him through the prophet Na-
than.  In this covenant God made with 
David, He said, “I will make for you a 
great name” (2 Sam. 7:9), reaffirming 
God’s covenant with Abraham to make 
Israel a great nation.

God reminded David of his hum-
ble beginnings as a shepherd boy and 
how He had made 
him ruler over Is-
rael, protecting and 
blessing him. The 
Lord declared that 
He would build “a 
house” for David (though David had 
earnestly desired to build a house for 
the Lord) and that He would provide a 
safe homeland and place of rest for His 
people Israel. God’s promise extended 
to David’s descendants, beginning with 
David’s son, Solomon. It would be Sol-
omon who would build the temple for 
the name of the Lord, and God would 
establish the throne of His kingdom 
forever (2 Sam. 7:12-13). 

The promise of God was not limited 

to David and Solomon, but it would 
extend into the future. In 2 Samuel 
7:13,16, the word “forever” occurs 
three times. God emphasized the prom-
ise to David that His house and king-
dom would last forever. Later events 
revealed that what God was promising 
David was not an earthly kingdom, but 
an eternal, spiritual one that would be 
established by Jesus Christ.

These verses are similar to other Old 
Testament promises that include the 

immediate future 
and extend to the 
distant future. We 
can find comfort in 
knowing that God’s 
promises never fail; 

His purposes are fulfilled forever.
Following Nathan’s words from the 

Lord, David humbly sat before the 
Lord and prayed, in awe and thanks-
giving over God’s sovereign promise to 
give His divine blessing on his seed and 
nation. 

As believers, we experience God’s 
promises in the present, with the cer-
tainty that His promises extend to all 
those who come to Him in the future. 
We are part of His forever kingdom.

of which Zechariah spoke was not po-
litical, but spiritual. He prophesied the 
imminent coming of the Messiah – the 
One from God Who would bring re-
demption from sin. Zechariah reiter-
ated the Messiah’s ancestry, affirming 
He would be of the house of David, 
true to Old Testament prophecy. Zech-
ariah praised God for His mercy to 
the Jews by keeping His holy covenant 
with them through Abraham.

Zechariah then prophesied about 
his own newborn 
son, John the Bap-
tist, declaring that 
he would go before 
the Lord and be 
called a prophet of 

the Most High. These were amazing 
prophetic words to the Jews from God. 
John would tell the people how to find 
salvation through repentance for for-
giveness of their sins. 

Because of God’s tender mercies, we 
have forgiveness of sins through Jesus, 
His atonement on the cross and His 
victorious resurrection. When we ac-
cept Him as our Savior and Lord, we 
have a purpose, a calling as children of 
Almighty God.

Pay it forward. Have you ever want-
ed to do something nice for the fam-
ily of a person who meant a lot to you? 
David set the example by doing a good 
thing for the sake of his dear friend and 
Saul’s son, Jonathan, in spite of Saul’s 
increased jealousy of David in his later 
years. David never sought to harm Saul, 
but he continued to respect him as 
God’s anointed ruler.

When David became king of Israel 
after the deaths of Saul and Jonathan, 
he sought out any 
surviving members 
of Saul’s house-
hold to show them 
kindness for Jona-
than’s sake (2 Sam. 
9:1). A man named Ziba, formerly a 
servant of Saul, informed David that 
Jonathan’s son Mephibosheth, crippled 
in both feet, was living in Lo-debar.  
King David sent for Mephibosheth 
and had him brought to the palace  
(2 Sam. 9:5). 

Not knowing what was in store for 
him, Mephibosheth fell on his face be-
fore David in submission (2 Sam. 9:6) 
and declared himself a servant to the 
new king. Maybe he feared for his life, 
since both Saul and Jonathan were then 

dead. David calmed his fears by assur-
ing him that he just wanted to show 
kindness for his father Jonathan’s 
sake. And what an act of kindness! Me-
phibosheth probably could not believe 
his ears. Not only would he be given 
all the land that had belonged to his 
grandfather Saul, but also Ziba’s huge 
family and servants were assigned to 
cultivate the land and harvest the pro-
duce for Mephibosheth (2 Sam. 9:7). 
Added to that, Mephibosheth would 

eat regularly at the 
king’s table as one 
of the king’s sons. 
Mephibosheth was 
amazed that the 
king would even 

notice him, referring to himself as a 
dead dog – a nobody.

David went above and beyond for 
Mephibosheth and his son, Mica.

We can clearly see God working 
through this story. It reminds us that 
He is true to His promises, calling us 
while we are crippled by sin and invit-
ing us to eat at His table. God deals 
with us by His grace and not our merits 
or works and He blesses beyond any-
thing we could expect. We love because 
He first loved us (1 John 4:19).

In life there are no “do-overs.” When 
Peter finished his powerful sermon, the 
people were pierced to the core as they 
realized they had crucified the Messiah. 
They desperately wanted to know what 
they could/should do (Acts 2:37). No 
one could undo the deed, but Peter 
gave them another sermon and a les-
son in how to grow a church! He told 
them to: 1) Repent (Acts 2:38) – turn 
from sin – each of you. This is a defi-
nite personal decision of the heart and 
mind that results 
in a change of pur-
pose, direction and 
values, 2) Turn to 
God as you turn 
from sin, 3) Be bap-
tized in the name of Jesus Christ. This 
outward symbol of an inward change 
shows evidence of repentance and a 
commitment to follow Jesus and 4) Re-
ceive the gift of the Holy Spirit Who 
indwells each believer and is the Com-
forter, Teacher and Guide.

A promise for salvation to the believ-
ers’ children and even to Gentiles (“for 
all who are far off”) is given (Acts 2:39). 
The blessings of salvation are available 
to “as many as the Lord our God will 
call” (Acts 2:39).

What an amazing response to Pe-
ter’s message. Three thousand people 
believed and were baptized (Acts 2:41), 
publicly identifying with Christ, and 
were added to the fellowship of believ-
ers. What a day! The new church was 
born; the Holy Spirit was poured out 
on all believers. 

Hungry for God’s Word and eager 
to learn, the first church: 1) soaked up 
the apostles’ teaching (Acts 2:42), 2) fel-
lowshipped, in the temple and house to 

house, 3) saw awe-
some things hap-
pen (Acts 2:43), 
4) shared meals 
and observed the 
Lord’s Supper, 5) 

spent considerable time in prayer, 6) 
shared goods and property to meet 
needs of fellow believers, and 7) praised 
God and were favorably looked upon 
by others.

As those first believers found there 
was something they could do about 
their terrible wrong, there is also hope 
for the worst of sinners. When we 
become true followers of Christ, we 
also see results among those who are 
around us. What a witness to the com-
munity!

We’ve heard the term “struck 
dumb.” That’s precisely what hap-
pened to Zechariah when he asked for 
a sign from God. 

During Elizabeth’s entire pregnancy, 
Zechariah remained mute, giving him 
plenty of time to reflect on what Gabri-
el had revealed to him. After months 
of silence, Zechariah’s first words were 
a song of praise to God, which came 
after naming his son, John. Zecha-
riah was filled with the Holy Spirit 
and uttered proph-
esy (Luke 1:67). Al-
though Jesus had 
not been born at 
that time, Zechariah 
spoke in the present 
tense. He declared God had visited His 
people and redeemed them. After 400 
years of prophetic silence, the people 
were receiving a new word from God. 
That word, from Zechariah, made 
them sit up and take notice.

Redemption was a familiar term 
to the Jews who knew they had been 
redeemed from slavery in Egypt and 
from captivity in Babylon. Now, the 
Jewish people were seeking redemption 
from Roman control. The redemption 
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