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‘Williams Works’ to make higher education  
affordable while building Christian character
Caleb Yarbrough
Arkansas Baptist News

WALNUT RIDGE – With the 
cost of higher education on 
the rise, graduating debt-free 
has become increasingly dif-
ficult for many students. But 
a new initiative announced by 
Williams Baptist University 
(WBU) could provide students 
an affordable path to earning a 
degree while building charac-
ter along the way.

At a press conference Sept. 
16 outside of WBU’s Swaim 
Administration Building in 
Walnut Ridge, WBU Presi-
dent Stan Norman introduced 
Williams Works, a program 
with the goal of making “an 
academically excellent, Christ-
centered university education 
affordable for all families – 
with a real possibility of stu-
dents graduating debt-free.”

Analyzing the problem of 
the exponential cost of higher 
education, Norman said that 
WBU’s leadership concluded 
that the tuition-driven model 
that has long been the stan-
dard for most colleges and 
universities is simply not as 
effective as it once was in pro-
viding sufficient funding for 

schools or affordable financial 
scenarios for students.

“It is no secret that the 
cost of higher education has 
become daunting, a burden-
some challenge for many 
students and their families. 
This is manifested in student 
loan debts that hang over the 
heads of college graduates and 
weighs heavily upon them at a 
time when they are attempting 
to launch their lives and their 
careers,” said Norman

“As of today, we are begin-
ning a transition to doing 
things a new way. The new way 
of doing things is called Wil-
liams Works,” he said.

Williams Works, which was 
approved by WBU’s Board of 
Trustees Sept. 13, will launch 
in the Fall 2020 semester. The 
initial phase of the program 
will include 40 incoming fresh-
men, who “are willing to work 
for their education,” said Nor-
man.

In exchange for working 
16 hours per week during the 
fall and spring semesters at a 
job assigned by WBU, the stu-
dents in the program will be 
compensated in the form of 
the cost of their education at 
WBU – including their tuition 

and fees. Students will also 
have the opportunity to have 
their room and board expenses 
covered through working over 
the summer.

“Let me be clear; these are 
real jobs with real responsi-
bilities. Students selected for 
Williams Works will need to 
be willing to work, to develop 
a serious work ethic and to be 
willing to learn how to manage 
their time well,” said Norman. 
“But (for) those who are will-
ing to work, the reward is an 
affordable, debt-free education 
at an outstanding Christian 
university.”

One of the employers of 
Williams Works students is 
Eagle Farms, a farm that will 
be located on WBU’s campus 
in the current location of the 
school’s intramural football 
field.

“Eagle Farms will begin by 
producing fruits and vegeta-
bles. It will start on about 10 
acres of land. We anticipate 
this farm growing in years to 
come,” said Norman. “With 
90 acres of farmable land on 
our campus, Eagle Farms has 
plenty of room to grow.”

See WORKS page 2

Margaret Colson
Arkansas Baptist News

LITTLE ROCK—The 166th 
annual meeting of the Arkan-
sas Baptist State Convention 
(ABSC) is Oct. 22-23 at Geyer 
Springs First Baptist Church, 
12400 Interstate 30, Little 
Rock.

The theme for this year’s 
annual meeting is Fulfill Your 
Call. 

Business of the convention 
will be conducted, including 
receiving entity reports, elec-
tion of convention officers, 
and a vote on the 2020 ABSC 
Cooperative Program (CP) 
budget of $21 million, which 
will implement the third year 
of a new five-year formula to 
increase the percentage going 
to Southern Baptist Conven-
tion (SBC) CP. Messengers to 
the 2016 ABSC Annual Meet-
ing approved the new formula 
that will increase the amount 
Arkansas Baptists send to SBC 
CP incrementally from 43.77 
percent in 2017 to 45.82 per-
cent by 2022. The percent-
age to be sent to the SBC CP 
through the 2020 ABSC bud-
get is 45.42 percent. 

During the meeting, the 
ABSC Nominating Commit-
tee will present recommenda-
tions of people to serve on 
ABSC boards, committees 
and agencies. Miscellaneous 
business sessions are set for 
10:25 a.m. and 2:10 p.m. on 
Tuesday, Oct. 22, and 9 a.m. 
on Wednesday, Oct. 23. 

Election of officers will be 
held Wednesday, Oct. 23, at See MEETING page 2

Stan Norman (center), president of Williams Baptist University, announces Williams Works, an initiative by the university to allow 
students to work for their tuition, at a Sept. 16 press conference on campus. Photo by Caleb Yarbrough

Geyer Springs FBC
to host Ark. Baptists  
for annual meeting

10:10 a.m. for president, 10:30 
a.m. for first vice president, 
and 10:50 a.m. for second vice 
president. Resolutions will be 
presented at 10:35 a.m. on 
Wednesday, Oct. 23. 

As in past years, ABSC Ex-
ecutive Board ministry teams 
will share testimonies during 
meeting sessions.

A Celebration and Prayer 
Focus is scheduled for 6 p.m. 
on Tuesday, Oct. 22.

Convention President Greg 
Sykes, pastor of First Baptist 
Church, Russellville, will pre-
side over the meeting.

Speakers during the meet-
ing will include Sykes; Ronnie 
Floyd, president and CEO, 
Executive Committee, South-
ern Baptist Convention; J.D. 
“Sonny” Tucker, ABSC ex-
ecutive director, and Jamar 
Andrews, lead pastor, Word 
Baptist Church, Jonesboro, 
who will present the conven-
tion sermon.

Worship leaders during the 
meeting will include Robert 
Ramsey, First Baptist Church, 
Russellville; Jon Skelley, Geyer 
Springs First Baptist Church, 
Little Rock, and Ouachita 
Baptist University Worship.

Periods of focused prayer 
will be led by Tucker, Sykes 
and Don Moore, prayer am-
bassador, ABSC.

Related meetings
Prior to the annual meet-

ing, several other meetings will 
take place at the church.

The ABSC Pastors’ Confer-
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Brown, missionary to  
Sub-Saharan people, dies
RICHMOND, Va. – La-
Verne Brown, an Interna-
tional Mission Board (IMB) 
missionary who shared the 
gospel among Sub-Saharan 
African affinity peoples in 
Africa and Europe, died 
from cancer at age 48 Sept. 
12.

Brown first went to 
West Africa 
in 2003 on 
a three-year 
assignment 
to teach mis-
sionary chil-
dren but re-
turned as a 

missionary in 2007 to work 
among a large unreached 
people group in rural West 
Africa. Her next stop: Eu-
rope, where she joined the 
work among the Sub-Sa-
haran African diaspora in 
France.

“LaVerne’s work was an 
example of the very pur-
pose of the International 
Mission Board,” said IMB 
President Paul Chitwood. 
“We grieve the loss of this 
colleague in our missions 
work, but we also know she 
is in the presence of our 
Lord.”

Daren Davis, IMB’s af-
finity group leader for the 
Sub-Saharan African af-
finity peoples, said Brown 
“lived her life to make 
Christ known among West 
Africans.

“A teammate,” Davis 
added, “described LaVerne 
as ‘my friend,’ brilliant, 
funny and compassionate. 
She is dearly loved and will 
be missed by Africans and 
her mission family.”

Brown, born May 27, 
1971, in Lockney, Texas, 
grew up outside Red Oak, 
Okla. She received a mas-
ter of divinity degree from 
Southwestern Baptist Theo-
logical Seminary in Fort 
Worth, Texas; a bachelor of 
science degree from South-
eastern Oklahoma State 
University in Durant; and 
an associate of arts degree 
from Carl Albert State Col-
lege in Poteau, Okla.

Brown

Ft. Smith churches 
show ‘unity of Christ’ 
through joint revival
FORT SMITH – A South-
ern Baptist church has joined 
forces with its neighboring 
Missionary Baptist church 
to host a revival in the  
Fort Smith community Oct. 
13-16.

“It is two churches — one 
black and one white — having 
the same vision for our com-
munity,” said Don Bradford, 
pastor of Spradling Baptist 
Church. “And our prayer is to 
reach the community with the 
gospel.”

When Bradford first began 
to pastor Spradling, he saw 
St. James Missionary Baptist 
Church’s sign welcoming the 
“new pastor.”

“I pulled into their church, 
introduced myself and said, 

‘Thanks for welcoming me,’” 
Bradford said. “They said, ‘Oh 
no, we also have a new pastor.’ 
They buzzed him to come to 
the front office. I said, ‘I’m 
Don the Baptist, the new pas-
tor next door.’ He said, ‘Well, 
then, I’m Apostle Paul Davis, 
the new pastor here at St. 
James.’”

Both being passionate 
about serving the community, 
Bradford and Davis came up 
with the idea of holding a joint 
revival.

“What is different about 
this revival is churches of dif-
ferent ethnicities striving to 
meet one common cause – 
build the kingdom through 
sharing the gospel,” said Brad-
ford. “We will display the unity 

Don Bradford (left), pastor of Spradling Baptist Church, Fort Smith, and Paul Davis, 
pastor of St. James Missionary Baptist Church, Fort Smith, shake hands.

of Christ in a broken world.”
The tent revival will take 

place in the vacant lot between 
the two churches, and it will 
begin at 6 p.m. each night. 
Bradford and Davis will rotate 
preaching each night.

“When we tell folks we are 
doing this, they say things like, 
‘I’ve never heard about two 
churches, one black and one 

white, one Missionary Baptist 
and one Southern Baptist, 
doing anything in a joint fash-
ion,’” said Bradford. “In this 
day of racial reconciliation, for 
two churches to work together, 
serve together and have church 
together shows strong unity.”

For more information, con-
tact Spradling Baptist Church 
at 479-782-4659.

ence will be held 9 a.m. – 8:30 
p.m., Monday, Oct. 21, in the 
worship center. The Ministers’ 
Wives Conference will be held 
10 a.m. – 2:15 p.m., Monday, 
Oct. 21, in the Venue. The 
Young Leaders Lunch and 
Panel Discussion will be held 
at noon, Monday, Oct. 21, 
in Playroom A. The Church 
Planting Celebration Dinner 
will be held 5 p.m., Monday, 
Oct. 21, in the Venue. An As-
sociational Missionary Fellow-

ship will be held 5 p.m., Mon-
day, Oct. 21, in Playroom A. A 
Missionary Parents Fellowship 
will be held 5 p.m., Monday, 
Oct. 21, in room 218. A His-
panic Celebration will be held 
1 -5 p.m., Monday, Oct. 21, in 
the Student Game Room. 

The Link—A Connection 
Event for Arkansas Baptists 
(Fellowship with Agency and 
Institution Leaders) will be 
held 8:30 – 9:30 p.m., Mon-
day, Oct. 21, in the Foyer.

Other meetings to be held 
Tuesday, Oct. 22, include a 
Disaster Relief Lunch, 11:45 
a.m., on the west side of 

church grounds; a Chaplains 
Lunch, 11:45 a.m., in room 
218; Reaching Internationals 
in Arkansas, 11:45 a.m., in 
rooms 209 and 210; Arkansas 
Student Pastors Network, 4:15 
p.m., in rooms 209 and 210; 
Preschool and Children’s Min-
istry Dinner and Roundtable, 
4:15 p.m., in room 218; and 
a Women’s Ministry Network 
Dinner, 4:15 p.m., in room 
206.

Seminary luncheons to be 
held at 11:45 a.m., Tuesday, 
Oct. 22, include New Orleans 
Seminary in room 206; South-
western Seminary in room 

204, and Mid-America Semi-
nary in room 208.

At 7:15 a.m., Wednesday, 
Oct. 23, a Cooperative Pro-
gram Breakfast will be held in 
the Venue. 

Additionally, a block party 
will be held Monday-Wednes-
day, Oct. 21-23, on the west 
side of church grounds of 
Geyer Springs First Baptist 
Church, Little Rock.

For a complete listing of re-
lated meetings and other an-
nual meeting information, see 
pages 9-11 in this edition.

Contact Margaret Colson at 
Margaret@arkansasbaptist.org.

continued from page one
MEETING

continued from page one
WORKS

According to Norman, 
WBU’s campus is home to 
more than 100 pecan trees. 
The trees will be a source of 
agricultural jobs for students 
employed through Williams 
Works.

Another source of employ-
ment will come from com-
munity partnerships with 
local businesses in the Walnut 
Ridge area.

“Custom-Pak, the closest 
industry to the WBU campus, 
has already agreed to be a part 
of Williams Works,” said Nor-
man. “Custom-Pak has had a 
great experience hiring WBU 

students in the past and has 
expressed eagerness to partner 
with us to help our students 
work to earn their education.”

Williams Works students 
will also be employed in cam-
pus positions.

Applications for the inau-
gural, 40-member Williams 
Works cohort are currently 
being accepted. According 
to Norman, the program is 
expected to grow to 80 stu-
dents in 2021 and 120 stu-
dents in the third year of the  
program.

“WBU’s transition to a 
work college model will be 
incremental and manageable. 
Williams Works amounts to a 
transformation of our higher 
education model,” said Nor-
man.

Beyond the financial ben-
efits of the program, Norman 
said that Eagle Farms and Wil-
liams Works are “an appropri-
ate expression of our mission 
to equip graduates for local 
and global engagement from a 
Christ-centered worldview.

“We are first introduced 
to God in Genesis 1 as the 
God Who works. Our God 
is a working God; He is work-
ing to create. We are created 
in His image, and we reflect 
God’s image – in part – when 
we work well, when we work 
hard, when we work faithful-
ly,” said Norman. “There is a 
Christian ethic of work, and 
Williams Works helps us cap-
ture that ethic and teach it to 
our students.”

While Williams Works is 

a new initiative, its concept is 
not new to WBU. The school’s 
founder, H.E. Williams, once 
ran an auto repair shop, rice 
and soybean farm and radio 
station – among other local 
ventures – as a way to employ 
students and infuse Williams 
with revenue.

“In a real sense, Williams 
Works returns the university to 
the core principles embedded 
in the school at our founding 
– the value of work as part of 
the educational experience,” 
said Norman.

For more information 
on Williams Works or to 
apply for the program, visit  
wil l iamsbu.edu/will iams-
works. 

Contact Caleb Yarbrough at 
caleb@arkansasbaptist.org.
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Baptist Ranch administration building 
named after ‘kids’ champion’ John Ross

Guests attending a reception signed 
a framed photo in honor of the 
dedication of the John Ross Ministry 
Building.

HARRISON – Spend just 
five minutes with John Ross, 
and he’ll likely tell you about 
his grandchildren and great-
granddaughters. Stick around 
a minute longer, and you are 
likely to hear him talk about 
his other “kids” and how you 
can help these children and 
families.        

Ross’ “kids” are the resi-
dents of Arkansas Baptist Chil-
dren’s Homes and Family Min-
istries (ABCHomes), where 
he has served since 1984. In 
honor of his longtime minis-
try, the 125-year-old agency re-
cently named the new Baptist 
Ranch administration build-
ing after Ross. 

A dedication ceremony was 
held Sept. 10 for the John Ross 
Ministry Building on the Har-
rison campus. 

The 7,000-square-foot, two-
story building will house ad-
ministration offices, a confer-
ence room, a large arena room 
overlooking the Ranch riding 
arena, a kitchen and meeting 
rooms. 

Additionally, three guest 
suites will provide lodging ar-
rangements for volunteers, 
guests and others. Each suite 
will house up to six guests. 
Additional showers will be uti-
lized for overflow guests and 
volunteers.

Guest lodging has not been 
available at the Ranch since a 
2015 tornado heavily damaged 
every building on campus and 
destroyed Independence Hall 
that was often used by volun-
teers. 

Appropriate family mem-
bers of Ranch residents will be 
invited to use the guest suites 
and join the residents in the 
agency’s “Connected Care” 
culture for a few days at a time 
in order to develop healthy re-
lationships.

In attendance at the dedica-

tion ceremony were more than 
150 community and church 
supporters, board of trustees 
and donors. Also attending 
the event were several mem-
bers and friends of the Ross 
family.  

A d d r e s s -
ing the crowd, 
Derek Brown, 
A B C H o m e s 
executive direc-
tor, thanked 
Ross for his 
many years of 
ministry with 
the family min-
istries agency. 
“This ministry 
has not slowed 
down but con-
tinues to grow, 
and that is 
something to 
celebrate,” he 
said, adding, 
“Today we cele-
brate John Ross 
and the impact he has made 
and will continue to make in 
the lives of children and fami-
lies. Thank you, John!” 

“John Ross is a true trea-
sure for Arkansas Baptist Chil-
dren’s Homes and Family Min-
istries,” said attendee Cathy 
Weaver of Fort Smith.

“If each Christian was 25 
percent as hard working for 
children’s needs as John Ross, 
there would be no need for 
raising money to support the 
children in need. Thank you,  
John Ross, for all the seeds you 
have planted,” said Dee Mar-

shall of Texarkana, a former 
children’s home staff member.

Ross’ sons participated in 
the ceremony, with Mark pro-
viding special music and Todd 
addressing those gathered. 

Todd Ross told the crowd 
gathered for the 
dedication:

“If you think 
about this, it’s 
almost like a 
funeral. (But) 
the good thing 
about it is that 
we honor the 
person, talk 
about how fan-
tastic their life 
was and what 
they meant 
to us and all 
these wonder-
ful things. The 
problem is 
they don’t get 
to hear it,” he 
said.

“So today, my dad is going 
to get to hear. ... It’s a great 
thing for him to be celebrated 
and for all of us to wrap our 
arms around him and to let 
him know how much we love 
him.”

Others participating in the 
event included Dave Hughey, 
pastor of Geyer Springs First 
Baptist Church in Little Rock, 
where Ross is a member; Josh-
ua Townsend, development 
officer for ABCHomes, and 
Bob Hall, ABCHomes board 
president and senior pastor of 
First Baptist Church in Beebe.

John Ross with his wife, Lue, speaks at the Sept. 10 dedication of the John Ross 
Ministry Building at the Arkansas Baptist Ranch in Harrison. 

The 7,000-square-foot, two-story John Ross Ministry Building on the campus of the Arkansas Baptist Ranch will house  
administration offices, a conference room, a large arena room overlooking the Ranch riding arena, a kitchen, three guest suites, 
and meeting rooms.

Washington florist asks 
court to hear case again

OLYMPIA, Wash. – Flo-
rist Barronelle Stutzman is 
asking the U.S. Supreme 
Court to again hear her 
case for liberty to refuse 
floral requests that violate 
her Christian convictions.

When the high court 
first heard Stutzman’s case 
in 2018, it threw out a state 
court ruling against her. 
U.S. justices ordered the 
lower court to reconsider 
Stutzman’s case in light of 
new legal precedent from 
the Supreme Court itself. 
Complying with the order, 
the state in June upheld its 
ruling against Stutzman, 
maintaining she discrimi-
nated against a homosexual 
couple by refusing to design 
f loral arrangements for 
their wedding.

The 74-year-old grand-
mother could lose her busi-
ness and life savings in the 
suit brought by Washing-
ton Attorney General Bob 
Ferguson and the Ameri-
can Civil Liberties Union.

Stutzman is not giving 
up, her attorneys at Alli-
ance Defending Freedom 
(ADF) have announced.

“It’s hard to deny the 
government hostility at play 
here,” ADF’s Sarah Kramer 
wrote Sept. 11 at adflegal.
org. “The bottom line is 
that Americans should not 
have to live in fear of gov-
ernment punishment sim-
ply for living consistently 
with their beliefs....Please 
join us in praying that the 
Supreme Court takes up 
her case.”

To date, the high court 
has not listed the case 
among those to be consid-
ered when it convenes Oct. 
7, according to suprem-
ecourt.gov.

Stutzman’s saga began 
when she refused to serve 
as florist for the gay wed-
ding of longtime customer 
Robert Ingersoll, whom she 
also considered a friend. 
She instead referred him to 
other florists who would ac-
cept the job.
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These readers personify and 
contextualize what is going on 
in Arkansas Baptist life.

But that’s not the whole 
picture. Especially since the 
launch of a digital edition in 
late 2010 and an aggressive 
strategy to provide news and 
information to all Arkansas 
Baptists whether they have a 

paid subscrip-
tion or not, 
the ABN’s 
readership 
reach actu-
ally compares 

favorably to those numbers in 
the mid-1990s.

For example, a random 30-
day sampling of the online 
readership/viewer analytics of 
the ABN’s website and social 
media platforms reveals that 
30,625 people accessed them. 
When this number is added 
to our paid print subscribers, 
it totals 44,625.

What’s more, the newspa-
per industry has long utilized 
a 2.3 multiplier standard 
on subscriptions to estimate 
total readership. When the 
2.3 multiplier is applied to 
the mid-1990s paid ABN sub-
scribers, it balloons to 80,500 
readers. When the 2.3 multi-
plier is applied to 2019 paid 
subscribers, it totals 32,200 
readers. 

But, of course, in the mid-
1990s there was no outlying 
factor of website and social 
media platform readership. 
So if you add the multiplier 
readership with readership 
numbers from web and social 
media in 2019, the total esti-
mated readership of the ABN 
balloons to 76,825.

“Impressive,” you say, that’s 

A s I have written before, 
there is a seismic shift 

going on in the newspaper 
publishing industry, and 
these trends have impacted 
your state Baptist paper.

Newspapers that once com-
manded hundreds of thou-
sands – and in some cases 
millions – of paid subscribers 
now have 
dwindled to 
a shadow of 
their former 
selves – with 
some no lon-
ger in business.

While there is a definite 
and measurable downward 
trend in subscribers to state 
Baptist newspapers, it is too 
simplistic today to measure 
the reach of your Baptist 
newspaper only in paid sub-
scribers. Let me explain.

In the 1990s when the 
Arkansas Baptist News (ABN) 
had about 35,000 paid sub-
scribers, there was no such 
thing as Facebook, Twitter 
or much of a website reader-
ship presence. Therefore, if 
you received news from the 
ABN, you pretty much had to 
subscribe to the print edition, 
which was mailed to your 
door every edition.  

Now let’s fast forward to 
2019. News and information 
are literally everywhere, and 
much of it is free via a variety 
of platforms aforementioned. 

Today, the ABN has about 
14,000 paid subscribers who 
have the newspaper mailed to 
their home or church every 
two weeks. They are what I 
call our “faithful support-
ers” who still want to hold 
a newspaper in their hands. 

Pressing On
Tim Yarbrough
Phil. 3:14

a lot of people reading the 
ABN! Well, as your editor, I 
would love to believe that, but 
it is a bit more complicated.

These numbers simply can-
not be accepted at face value. 
There is, of course, some 
duplication of people who re-
ceive a print edition and also 
access Web and social media 
platforms. However, even 
with that taken into account, 
today there are potentially a 
lot of folks reading and access-
ing the ABN in one form or 
another.

And something very impor-
tant needs to be pointed out 
while we are on this subject of 
readership. 

It is not all about numbers; 
of course, it’s about the im-
pact of a publication like the 
ABN, which is accessed in 
many forms, and its ministry 

to Baptists in Arkansas.
Unlike what some think, 

while the ABN is the official 
news journal of the Arkansas 
Baptist State Convention, it 
isn’t its official voice. That’s 
the role of executive leaders, 
program staff and convention 
communications. The ABN’s 
role is to report on their ac-
tivities using the tenets and 
ethics of professional journal-
ism.

It is the way Arkansas Bap-
tists have done their business 
for more than 100 years and 
has worked well, serving the 
interests of grassroots Bap-
tists, convention entities and 
the convention itself.

While there are immense 
challenges to shifting the 
ministry of the ABN from 
its legacy print subscription 
model to be sustainable for 

Understanding the reach of the ABN today
the 21st century and beyond, 
I am committed to doing so 
with the help of Arkansas 
Baptists.

We love our churches, our 
associations, our convention 
and their leaders. But most 
of all, we are committed to 
the cause of Jesus Christ and 
making His name known 
throughout the highways and 
byways of our great state, our 
nation and the world.

May God continue to bless 
the efforts of Arkansas Bap-
tists and give us the wisdom, 
discernment and commit-
ment to carrying out His mis-
sion boldly, unashamedly and 
with abandon as we attack the 
gates of hell sharing the good 
news of Jesus Christ.

Tim Yarbrough is editor/
executive director of the Arkansas 
Baptist News.

Read more ABN perspectives at arkansasbaptist.org
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Letters to the Editor welcomed
The Arkansas Baptist News (ABN) 
welcomes Letters to the Editor re-
garding issues of concern to Southern 

Baptists in Arkansas. Send Letters to the Editor 

to tim@arkansasbaptist.org or to our mailing address. 

Letters must be typed, doublespaced and 300 words or 

less (fewer words, the better). Letters must be signed 

and marked “for publication” and may be edited to fit space 

requirements. 

B ible readers are often astonished by the encounter 
that King Saul had with the Witch of Endor. Saul 

had earlier outlawed necromancy (the summoning of the 
dead); yet, he later sought a witch. After Saul assured the 
witch of her safety, she reluctantly summoned Samuel’s 
spirit. Samuel then spoke from the dead — much to her 
surprise!

While readers have questioned the validity of Samuel’s 
spirit, a thorough reading of the text will bring clarity. It 
also helps to read the text from three viewpoints: Saul, the 
witch and the narrator.

The encounter took place near the end of Saul’s mon-
archy. After Saul’s repeated murder attempts of David (his 

best warrior and feared 
opponent), he learned that 
David left Israel to join the 
Philistine army. Hearing 
that the prophet Samuel 
had died and that the 

Philistines prepared for battle, Saul sought counsel. He re-
ceived no word from the Lord, whether by lot-casting, vari-
ous prophets, or dreams. In his distraught state of paranoia 
(something noted throughout his kingship), he desperately 
searched for a witch. Finding one at Endor, he visited her 
at night.

The witch vaguely described the spirit to Saul as “an 
old man with a robe” (v. 14). Saul’s desperate need for an 
answer and his reaction to the spirit’s counsel (vv. 20-25) 
show that Saul believed the spirit was Samuel.

The witch also believed the spirit was Samuel. She was 
so surprised when she saw the spirit that she yelled (v. 12). 
Her encounter with the spirit was so terrifying that she 
knew immediately that Saul had deceived and approached 
her in disguise. When Saul asked what terrified her, the 
woman described a spirit (Hebrew, Elohim) coming out of 
the ground. This was no ordinary séance she performed!

The narrator himself believed it to be Samuel. The text 
states that the witch saw Samuel (v. 12); it never notes that 
it could be anyone else. When the spirit spoke, it con-
firmed what Samuel had previously said to Saul: The king-
dom was torn away from him because of his disobedience 
with the Amalekites (vv. 17-18; cf. 1 Sam. 15:28). Further, 
the kingdom would go to David (v. 17; cf. 1 Sam. 13:14), 
and Saul and his sons would die the next day when they 
fought — and lost — to the Philistines (v. 19; cf. 1 Sam. 31). 
The spirit discussed items with Saul that no one else could 
have known.

After reading the text from these perspectives, it seems 
obvious that the spirit in question is Samuel. Unquestion-
ably, the text neither promotes nor validates witchcraft; 
instead, it promotes God and validates Samuel’s office as 
prophet. Readers, therefore, should not have a problem 
with the text; the problem instead is found in what they do 
with it and the worthwhile discussion that follows.

Ken Gore is professor of biblical studies at Dallas Baptist Uni-
versity. Email your questions to tim@arkansasbaptist.org.

Baptists Ask
Ken Gore

Did King Saul really see the 
ghost of Samuel? (1 Sam. 28) service and influence.

The Williams way includes 
vocational calling. We don’t 
want students to just have a 
job. We want them to have 
a calling. Vocational calling 
means that we view our jobs 
not simply as a way to make a 
living, to earn money or build 
a career. Vocational calling 

means that 
we under-
stand that 
God has a 
unique call-
ing of service 

for each of us, that God has 
uniquely prepared us for a 
place of service.

We equip students to be, as 
Williams would say, Christian 
leaders in society and in the 
church. We believe that voca-
tion is God’s calling for each 
graduate to serve, using voca-
tion as a platform for gospel 
service.

Vocational calling means 
that we view our places of em-
ployment as places of calling, 
opportunities to give, places 

Vocation as calling

Reaching families with the gospel

A Christian university 
that remains steadfast 

in its spiritual commitment is 
much more than just a typical 
university.

Our mission of Christian 
purpose means that we do 
more than just graduate stu-
dents, offer programs and ma-
jors of study, confer degrees, 
and prepare 
students for 
better jobs. 
We do those 
things, and we 
do them excep-
tionally well, but our mission 
means more than this. 

H.E. Williams, founder of 
our institution, believed that 
Christian education properly 
understood and executed was 
an engine, a catalyst to drive 
cultural and social transfor-
mation for the good. Wil-
liams also believed that Chris-
tian education provided the 
best opportunity for young 
men and young women to ful-
fill their God-given potential 
and to live meaningful lives of 

of service and mission. Voca-
tional calling means that our 
employment is our mission 
field.  It is our place to make a 
difference for good – for gos-
pel good.

Our work is a means of 
reflecting God’s image and 
investing our lives in mean-
ingful service for the good of 
others. 

At Williams Baptist Uni-
versity (WBU), we endeavor 
to produce graduates who will 
take their vocations, whatever 
they may be, and turn them 
into platforms for ministry.  
When Williams men or Wil-
liams women take their places 
in the world, we want it to be 
known that they brought light 
into the darkness. 

WBU is preparing students 
every day to make that differ-
ence with their careers and 
with their lives.  And that is 
why a Christian university has 
so much more to offer than a 
typical university.

Stan Norman is president of 
Williams Baptist University.

house so he could only appre-
ciate the potter’s handiwork. 
God wanted Jeremiah to see 
a deeper truth: As the potter 
was able to craft and fashion 
the lump of clay with his abil-
ity, in his time and according 
to his pleasure, God – with 
infinite power and perfect 
skill – is able to shape and 

mold us into 
a creation 
that has in-
trinsic value 
and is worthy 
to love.

The 
Bible 
makes it 
clear that 
we are but 
clay – life-
less and 
without 
form – 
in the 
hands of 
Almighty 
God. In 

other words, God has su-
preme and absolute authority 
to do whatever pleases Him. 
The prophet Isaiah declared, 
“Yet you, LORD ... We are 
the clay, you are the potter; we 
are all the work of your hand” 

I n serving children at the 
Arkansas Baptist Ranch 

in Harrison, I am reminded 
daily of how our house par-
ents and the children we serve 
are experiencing the Lord’s 
sovereign process of transfor-
mation. 

If you have ever seen a pot-
ter work clay, it is an impres-
sive sight. I 
am always 
fascinated 
and amazed 
at what a 
potter can 
create from 
a form-
less piece 
of clay. I 
am sure 
that when 
Jeremiah 
witnessed 
the potter 
working 
masterful-
ly, he ap-
preciated 
what he saw. Watching the 
potter take an unimpressive, 
unformed lump of clay and 
craft it into something valu-
able and special is quite a pro-
cess to behold. God did not 
direct Jeremiah to the potter’s 

(Isa. 64:8, NIV).
Certainly there is great 

mystery with regard to God’s 
sovereignty and providence. 
However, Scripture is clear: 
God is the Creator, and we 
are His workmanship. He 
uses His powerful hands to 
shape, and sometimes re-
shape, us into the image of 
His Son. Even though trans-
formation can be an uncom-
fortable process at times, it is 
in His hands that we are most 
safe, even in this process of 
transformation. 

We are thankful at the 
Arkansas Baptist Ranch, and 
across this ministry, that we 
have churches, individuals 
and communities that walk 
with the children and families 
whom we serve, even as we re-
ceive them in the early stages 
of transformation. We are 
also grateful for a God Who 
sees the potential beauty and 
perfection of a simple ball of 
clay, and Who is willing to 
masterfully reshape us into 
the image of His Son.

Roger Langlie is director of 
the Arkansas Baptist Ranch in 
Harrison, a ministry of Arkansas 
Baptist Children’s Homes and 
Family Ministries.

ABCHomes
Roger Langlie

Williams Baptist 
University
Stan Norman
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Sam Moore Evangelistic Ministries
479-381-1170, 

evangelistsammoore@gmail.com

Sam Moore is a vocational evangelist 
and a native of Arkansas. He has the 
gift of an evangelist and the heart of 
a pastor. He is available for Revivals, 
Crusades, Harvest Days and Witness 
Training. Now scheduling for 2020-21.

www.evangelistsammoore.com

FIRST SAFE HAVEN BABY BOX – Susan Hutchinson (left), wife of Arkansas Gov. Asa Hutchinson, speaks at the dedication 
of the first Safe Haven Baby Box installed in the state at Fire Station No. 3 at 2717 Edison Ave., in Benton, Sept. 18. Looking on 
are (from left): Rose Mimms, executive director of Arkansas Right to Life; Bill Ford, Benton fire chief; and state Senators Cecile 
Bledsoe and Kim Hammer, co-sponsors of the Safe Haven bill and amendment. Act 185 of 2019 amended the Arkansas Safe 
Haven Law of 2001 to include manned fire stations as official Safe Haven surrender locations and allows for the voluntary  
installation of boxes in the state. Safe Haven Baby Boxes, founded by Monica Kelsey of Indiana, allows abandoned and unwanted 
babies to be left anonymously at the designated locations. Photo by Tim Yarbrough

‘Rise up,’ Floyd urges churches at inauguration

Ronnie and Jeana Floyd (center) worship alongside son, Nick, and his wife, Meredith, during Ronnie Floyd’s inauguration service 
Sept. 16 at First Baptist Church, Nashville. Photo by Morris Abernathy

NASHVILLE, Tenn. – At 
more than 47,000 churches 
strong, Southern Baptists can 
have a massive spiritual foot-
print; they just have to harness 
the power of prayer and their 
resources for the sake of the 
gospel, said Ronnie Floyd, the 
new president and CEO of the 
Southern Baptist Convention 
(SBC) Executive Committee at 
his inauguration service.

“God has blessed us greatly. 
We must rise up." 

Floyd sounded that clarion 
call Sept. 16 at the end of his 
inauguration service at First 
Baptist Church in Nashville. 
He told the crowd of several 
hundred Southern Baptist 
leaders that prayer, unity and 
a hyper-focus on missions are 
necessary to finish the task.

“I believe God wants me to 
call upon and to help mobilize 
a convention of churches and 
millions of Christians who 
have massive resources to do 
one thing:  We must reach 
every person for Jesus in every 
town, in every city, in every na-
tion and every country across 
this world,” Floyd said.

Earlier that evening, Ted 
Traylor, pastor of Olive Baptist 
Church, Pensacola, Fla., told 
the crowd that in the days lead-
ing up to the service, he had 
called some pastors back in his 

small hometown in Alabama 
and asked what they would 
want from a new SBC leader.

“I heard one word over and 
over – unity. Unify us,” Traylor 
said.

Floyd said he is calling the 
SBC to exactly that – to show 
“this crazy world” a people 
of God who are overflowing 
with love, not given to online 
attacks and dissension. That 
kind of love plus prayer and 
a sacrificial use of resources is 
how the task will be complet-
ed, he said.

He asked Southern Baptists 
to “leverage your life and re-
sources for this mission.”

“I am humbly calling every 
pastor to prioritize, elevate and 
accelerate their giving through 
our Cooperative Program, 
which is the financial fuel for 
all we do,” Floyd said. “We 
can do more together than we 
could ever do alone.”

During the inauguration 
service, pastors and leaders 
from every level of Southern 
Baptist life prayed for Floyd 
and challenged him to lead the 
convention into gospel unity. 
Several speakers, including 
his son, Nick Floyd, acknowl-
edged Floyd's “epic wake-up 
times,” or how he customar-
ily gets up at 3 a.m. to pray. 
His son took over the role as 

senior pastor of Cross Church 
of northwest Arkansas, where 
his father served for nearly 33 
years.

“I'm thankful I heard my 
dad preach a sermon on Sun-
day and then live it Monday 
through Saturday,” he said.

Johnny Hunt, senior vice 
president of evangelism and 
leadership for the North 
American Mission Board, said 
it’s Floyd's decades-long habit 
of meeting with God that in-
spires Southern Baptists to 
trust him as a “man of conse-
cration” in addition to being 

a man with strong giftings in 
both administration and vi-
sion.

Hunt said that for more 
than 20 years, he's believed 
Floyd to be the greatest ad-
ministrative pastor in the 
SBC. But, he said, Floyd's walk 

with God and sensitivity to His 
voice will be even more critical 
“for such a time as this.”

“We're believing that you’re 
going to pray and hear from 
our heavenly Father,” Hunt 
said. “We trust your time with 
the Lord.”

CORBETTS RECOGNIZED FOR CAMP UPGRADES – Larry and Loretta Corbett, 
along with son, David, were recognized Sept. 12 for providing funds used to upgrade 
facilities at the lodge at Cedar Glade Baptist Encampment in Imboden. Work was 
done in memory of the Corbett’s daughter, Monetta “Mo” Lyn Corbett. Pictured are 
(from left): Dave White, Cedar Glade camp director and associational missionary 
for Greene County Baptist Association; Larry Corbett; David Corbett; Charles Lewis, 
Cedar Glades camp volunteer, and Loretta Corbett. The Cedar Glades camp is a joint 
ministry of churches that are a part of the Big Creek, Rocky Bayou, Black River, 
Current-Gaines, Greene County and Trinity Baptist associations.
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Cell #: 
(870) 571-3773
Email: 
ggee.seniorsbenefit@gmail.com

Medicare questions?
G’gee can help!

See the ABN crossword, page 13

Pastors’ Conference theme: Restore Your Passion
Margaret Colson
Arkansas Baptist News

LITTLE ROCK — Restore 
Your Passion 
is the theme of 
the 2019 Arkan-
sas Baptist State 
C o n v e n t i o n 
(ABSC) Pastors’ 
Conference to 
be held begin-
ning at 9 a.m., 
Monday, Oct. 
21, at Geyer 
Springs First 
Baptist Church, 
Little Rock. 

“Specifically 
we are praying 
that the pastor’s 
passion for the 
Word will be 
renewed so that 
he will be well-
fed and so that 
he can preach 

from the overflow,” said Dave 
Hughey, senior pastor, Geyer 
Springs First Baptist Church, 
Little Rock, and president of 
the ABSC Pastors’ Confer-
ence.

Pastors’ Conference speak-
ers are Hughey; David Allen, 
dean of the School of Preach-
ing, Southwestern Baptist 
Theological Seminary, Ft. 
Worth, Texas; Mike Sprad-
lin, president, Mid-America 
Baptist Theological Semi-
nary, Cordova, Tenn.; H.B. 
Charles, senior pastor, Shiloh 
Metropolitan Baptist Church, 
Jacksonville, Fla., and Steve 
Gaines, senior pastor, Bellev-
ue Baptist Church, Memphis. 
Both Allen and Spradlin will 
preach and lead a workshop.

The workshops are a new 
feature at this year’s Pastors’ 
Conference. “This year we are 
offering two workshops, Pre-
paring the Sermon and Pre-

paring the Preacher. We want 
to offer very practical helps 
enabling pastors to prepare 
their own hearts for what the 
Lord wants to do in them and 

to prepare a biblically sound 
text-driven message for the 
people the Lord has entrusted 
to them as pastors,” explained 
Hughey.

Worship will be led by Jon 
Skelley and the worship minis-
try of Geyer Springs First Bap-
tist Church, Little Rock.

Hughey encourages all Ar-

kansas Baptist pastors to at-
tend the Pastors’ Conference. 
“I think the strain of pastoral 
ministry requires some time 
to ‘come away for a while.’ 
We need refreshing times. We 
need time to be 
sharpened. The 
Pastors’ Con-
ference will be 
both encourag-
ing and chal-
lenging,” he 
said.

2019 ABSC 
Pastors’ Confer-
ence officers are 
Hughey; Jarvis 
Smith, pastor, 
Second Baptist 
Church, West 
Helena, vice 
president, and 
Scott Miller, 
a s soc i a t iona l 
m i s s i o n a r y , 
Faulkner Bap-
tist Association, 
Conway, secre-
tary/treasurer.

For more information con-
tact Hughey at dhughey@
gsfbc.org.

Contact Margaret Colson at 
margaret@arkansasbaptist.org.

Hughey

Allen

Spradlin

Charles

Gaines

Skelley
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RECOMMENDATION NO. 1: 2020 BUDGET

ARKANSAS BAPTIST STATE CONVENTION
   Executive Board Programs...........................................................$6,264,031
   Camp Siloam................................................................................$238,136
   Children’s Homes and Family Ministries......................................$548,299
   Arkansas Baptist Foundation.........................................................$320,967
   Arkansas Baptist Newsmagazine..........................................................$214,521
   Christian Higher Education.....................................................$3,875,846 
 Ouachita Baptist University.........................................$2,969,227 
 Williams Baptist University.................................................$906,619
   Total Arkansas Baptist State Convention.............................$11,461,800

SOUTHERN BAPTIST CONVENTION
   International Mission Board.....................................................$4,808,207
   North American Mission Board...............................................$2,173,756
   Theological Education Ministries.............................................$2,113,665 
   Christian Ethics and Religious Liberty Ministries.........................$157,380
   Facilitating Ministries..................................................................$285,192 
 (SBC Executive Committee Expenses)
   Total Southern Baptist Convention....................................$9,538,200

TOTAL BUDGET..............................................................$21,000,000

  OUT OF STATE MISSIONS
     2020  2022
    CP 45.42%  45.82%
   Out of State   2.58%    2.58%
        Total Out of State 48.00%  48.40%

RECOMMENDATION NO. 2: 2020 
ABSC EXECUTIVE BOARD TEAM GOALS
Executive Board goals for 2020 have been planned by the teams.  
Approved by the Program Committee on May 14, 2019, and Executive 
Board on August 13, 2019*.

*For the full text of the 2020 ABSC EB goals, 
visit arkansasbaptist.org/2020ABSCEBgoals.

ABSC EB offers budget,ministry 
recommendations for 2020

$17 = 1 movie and 
(maybe) a small popcorn

or
A 1-year subscription 
to the 

Don’t be a back-row Baptist!
Subscribe today at 

arkansasbaptist.org/subscribe

Nominations being accepted for 2019 Baptist Business Leader of the Year
LITTLE ROCK – Nomina-
tions for the fourth annual 
Arkansas Baptist News (ABN) 
Baptist Business Leader of 
the Year are now open, and 
it’s up to ABN readers to 

nominate a businessman or 
businesswoman they feel is 
worthy of consideration.

Submissions must be re-
ceived on or before Nov. 1. For 
more information on how to 

submit a nomination, visit 
arkansasbaptist.org/baptist-
business. Archives of past 
award recipients are avail-
able at arkansasbaptist.org/
archives.
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2019 ABSC Annual Meeting Schedule
TUESDAY MORNING, October 22

8:40 a.m. Presentation/Salute to Flags
8:45 a.m. Welcome....................................................................Dave Hughey
8:50 a.m. Worship.....................................Robert Ramsey, FBC, Russellville
8:55 a.m. Focused Prayer..............................................................Don Moore
9:05 a.m. FULFILL YOUR CALL: ARKANSAS..............J.D. “Sonny” Tucker
9:10 a.m. President’s Welcome and Call to Order........................Greg Sykes
9:15 a.m. Appointment of Committees.....................................Greg Sykes  
   Credentials Committee.....................Johnny Hutchison  
   Order of Business Committee.....................Kenny Stacy  
   Resolutions Committee....................................Larry Page
   Tellers Committee.............................................Reid Terry
9:20 a.m. Worship.....................................Robert Ramsey, FBC, Russellville
9:30 a.m. PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE............................................Greg Sykes
10:00 a.m. FULFILL YOUR CALL: MISSIONS TEAM....................Bob Harper
10:10 a.m. Arkansas Prison Seminary..............................J.D. “Sonny” Tucker
10:20 a.m. Worship.....................................Robert Ramsey, FBC, Russellville
10:25 a.m. Miscellaneous Business.................................................Greg Sykes
10:45 a.m. Arkansas Baptist Foundation....................................Bobby Thomas
10:50 a.m. EXECUTIVE BOARD REPORT.......................Manley Beasley Jr.
11:10 a.m. Arkansas Baptist Children’s Homes and Family  
  Ministries.................................................................Derek Brown
11:25 a.m. Baptist Memorial Health Care System, Memphis, TN.....................
  .............................................................................Anthony Burdick
  Baptist Health Medical Center, Little Rock..................Greg Crain
11:30 a.m. Closing Prayer

TUESDAY AFTERNOON, October 22

1:00 p.m. Instrumental Ensemble..........................................Master’Singers
1:15 p.m. Worship...................................................................OBU Worship
1:25 p.m. FULFILL YOUR CALL: CHURCH PLANTING TEAM...Tim Wicker
1:35 p.m. Arkansas Baptist Foundation................................Bobby Thomas
1:40 p.m. Christian Higher Education in Arkansas
   Ouachita Baptist University.................................Ben Sells
   Williams Baptist University..........................Stan Norman
2:10 p.m. Miscellaneous Business.................................................Greg Sykes
2:20 p.m. FULFILL YOUR CALL: EVANGELISM+CHURCH HEALTH   
  TEAM..............................................................Marcus Brown

2:30 p.m. Ministry Safe.................................................................ABSC Staff
2:40 p.m. Convention Nominating Committee Report...............Paul White
2:45 p.m. New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary...James “Jamie” Dew
2:50 p.m. Camp Siloam..............................................................Jason Wilkie
3:05 p.m. Worship...................................................................OBU Worship
3:15 p.m. MESSAGE...........................................................Ronnie Floyd
3:55 p.m. Focused Prayer Time for SBC........................J.D. “Sonny” Tucker
4:00 p.m. Dismiss

TUESDAY EVENING, October 22

6:00 p.m. Celebration and Prayer Focus 
  • Welcome 
  • Worship
  • Dixie Jackson Presentation 
  • Arkansas Prison Seminary
  • Concert of Praise – Master’Singers
  • Executive Director’s Message – J.D. “Sonny” Tucker
  • Commissioning Service with Focused Prayer 
      and Commitment to Evangelism 
8:30 p.m. Closing

WEDNESDAY MORNING, October 23

8:45 a.m. Worship......................Jon Skelly, Geyer Springs FBC, Little Rock
8:50 a.m. FULFILL YOUR CALL: COLLEGE+YOUNG LEADERS TEAM........  
  .........................................................................Bruce Venable
9:00 a.m. Miscellaneous Business.................................................Greg Sykes
9:15 a.m. Arkansas Faith and Ethics..............................................Larry Page
9:25 a.m. Arkansas Baptist Foundation................................Bobby Thomas 
9:30 a.m. Worship......................Jon Skelly, Geyer Springs FBC, Little Rock
9:40 a.m. CONVENTION SERMON.......................................Jamar Andrews
10:10 a.m. ELECTION OF OFFICERS (President)
10:15 a.m. Arkansas Baptist News..............................................Tim Yarbrough
10:25 a.m. IMB Video
10:30 a.m. ELECTION OF OFFICERS (First Vice President)
10:35 a.m. Resolutions.....................................................................Larry Page
10:50 a.m. ELECTION OF OFFICERS (Second Vice President)
10:55 a.m. Prayer for Newly Elected Officers..................J.D. “Sonny” Tucker
11:00 a.m. Prayer for Revival and Spiritual Awakening..................Greg Sykes 
11:15 a.m. Adjourn

Blind tape ministry - 1/3 page adYou don’t have to see the  
ABN to hear its stories!

For more information on the ABN’s Blind Tape Ministry  
email abn@arkansasbaptist.org or call 501-376-4791, ext. 5153.

Do you know a friend or family member who is legally blind?  
If so, they can receive an audio CD featuring stories read by  

ABN Podcast host Bill Bumpas shipped to their door  
free of charge through the ABN’s Blind Tape Ministry!

For all the Arkansas Baptist news fit to print or post, visit arkansasbaptist.org today!
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Ark. Baptists to be nominated for service in Little Rock
ABSC ExECutivE BoArd

Term to Expire in 2022
Arkansas River Valley – *Clayton 

Sheets, pastor, First Baptist Church, 
Danville

Ashley – Eric Hodge, pastor, 
Mount Olive Baptist Church, 
Crossett

Bartholomew – *Kevin Henry, 
pastor of family ministries, First 
Baptist Church, Monticello

Black River – Greg Dills, senior 
pastor, First Baptist Church, 
Newport

Buckner – *Gary Martin, senior 
pastor, Fellowship Baptist Church, 
Huntington 

Caddo River – *Ty Huitt, pastor, 
Lake Ouachita Baptist Church, Mt. 
Ida

Calvary – *Tommy Miller, pastor, 
Union Valley Baptist Church, Beebe

Caroline – Terry Bostick, senior 
pastor, First Baptist Church, Cabot

Central – *Manley Beasley, Jr., 
senior pastor, Hot Springs Baptist 
Church, Hot Springs

Central – Denny Wright, senior 
pastor, Balboa Baptist Church, Hot 
Springs Village

Clear Creek – Lee Denton, lead 
pastor, Kibler Baptist Church, Alma

Concord – *Ronnie Deal, 
senior pastor, First Baptist Church, 
Greenwood

Concord – Matt Passmore, next 
generation pastor, First Baptist 
Church, Fort Smith

Diamond Lakes – Darren Green, 
senior pastor, First Baptist Church, 
Mountain Pine

Faulkner – Don Chandler, senior 
pastor, Central Baptist Church, 
Conway

Greene County – *Bob Wells, 
layman, member East Side Baptist 
Church, Paragould

Independence – Jeremy Sullivan, 
pastor of teaching and shepherding, 
Compass Church, Batesville

Mount Zion – *Ed Gillham, 
associational missionary, member 
Central Baptist Church, Jonesboro

Mount Zion – *Mike Hart, 
executive pastor, Nettleton Baptist 
Church, Jonesboro

North Central – Faron Rogers, 
senior pastor, First Baptist Church, 
Clinton

Northwest – *Steve Abbott, 
senior pastor, First Baptist Church, 
Siloam Springs

Northwest – *Johnny Harp, 
pastor, Lakeview Baptist Church, 
Cave Springs

Northwest – Aaron Matthews, 

senior pastor, First Baptist Church, 
Lowell

Northwest – Jerry Medlin, 
administrative pastor, First Baptist 
Church, Rogers

Ouachita – *Russell Threet, 
senior pastor, First Baptist Church, 
Mena

Pulaski – Joe Statton, executive 
pastor, Geyer Springs First Baptist 
Church, Little Rock

Southwest – George Goynes, Jr., 
senior pastor, Macedonia Baptist 
Church, Doddridge

Tri-County – *Rob Rash, layman, 
member First Baptist Church, 
Marion

Washington Madison – Doug 
Falknor, senior pastor, First Baptist 
Church, Fayetteville

Washington Madison – Heath 
Clower, pastor, First Baptist Church, 
West Fork

District 1 – Rhonda Graham, 
layperson, member First Baptist 
Church, Harrison

District 6 – *Tammy Tompkins, 
layperson, member First Baptist 
Church, Cabot

Term to Expire in 2021
Liberty – Wade Totty, senior 

pastor, Cullendale First Baptist 
Church, Camden

Mount Zion – Gwyn Jowers, 
layman, member First Baptist 
Church, Jonesboro

Term to Expire in 2020
Southwest – Bruce Alford, 

layman, member First Baptist 
Church, Lewisville

District 8 – Judy Lattimore, 
layperson, member Tabernacle 
Baptist Church, Dermott

ArkAnSAS BAptiSt ChildrEn’S 
homES And FAmily miniStriES

Term to Expire in 2022
Laura Bramlett – layperson, 

member First Baptist Church, Hope
*Josh Bryant – layman, member 

First Baptist Church, Rogers
A. J. Burk – layman, member 

First Baptist Church, Russellville
*Jay Jones – layman, member 

First Baptist Church, Monticello
*Sharon Jones – layperson, 

member Second Baptist Church, 
Arkadelphia 

Lloyd Robertson – layman, 
member Hot Springs Baptist 
Church, Hot Springs

Term to Expire in 2021
Marty Sikes – pastor, First Baptist 

Church, Heber Springs

Term to Expire in 2020
Bobby Cole – connections 
pastor, Central Baptist Church, 
Jonesboro  

ArkAnSAS BAptiSt FoundAtion

Term to Expire in 2022
*Noyl Houston – layman, 

member Central Baptist Church, 
Jonesboro

Mike Seabaugh – senior pastor, 
Central Baptist Church, Magnolia 

*Jay F. Shell – layman, member 
Cord Baptist Church, Cord

*Celia Thompkins – layperson, 
member First Baptist Church, Rogers

*Jeff Thompson – associational 
missionary, Concord Baptist 
Association, member Cornerstone 
Church, Fort Smith

Term to Expire in 2020
Will Rusher – layman, member 

Geyer Springs First Baptist Church, 
Little Rock

ArkAnSAS BAptiSt nEwSmAgAzinE

Term to Expire in 2022
Reg Hamman, Member-At-Large 

– layman, member Park 
Hill Baptist Church, 
North Little Rock

Rick Hassell, District 
2 – associational 
missionary, Rocky 
Bayou Baptist 
Association, member 
First Baptist Church, 
Horseshoe Bend

*Larry Killian, 
District 8 – pastor 
of worship and 
discipleship, Parkers 
Chapel First Baptist 
Church, El Dorado

*Mike McCoy, 
District 3 – associational 
missionary, Black River 
Baptist Association, 
member White Oak 
Baptist Church, Walnut 
Ridge

Ron West, Member-
At-Large – layman, 
member Immanuel 
Baptist Church, Little 
Rock

CAmp SiloAm 
(ArkAnSAS BAptiSt 
ASSEmBly)

Term to Expire in 2022
Theresa Davis –

layperson, member 
Southside Baptist 
Church, Stuttgart

David Graham – 
associational missionary, 

North Arkansas Baptist Association, 
member First Baptist Church, 
Harrison

Mac Holleman – layman, 
member Union Valley Baptist 
Church, Beebe

*Gregg Greenway – head pastor, 
Southside Baptist Church, Stuttgart

Russell Rogers – layman, member 
First Baptist Church, Rogers

ouAChitA BAptiSt univErSity

Term to Expire in 2022
*Clay Conly – layman, member 

First Baptist Church, Rogers
*Bill Elliff – lead pastor, The 

Summit Church, North Little Rock
Larry Ferguson – layman, 

member Hot Springs Baptist 
Church, Hot Springs

*Taylor King – layman, member 
Second Baptist Church, Arkadelphia

*Ginger St. John Morgan – 
layperson, member First Baptist 
Church, Clinton

Brett Rogers – layman, member 
Geyer Springs First Baptist Church, 
Little Rock

*Scott Street – layman, member 
Immanuel Baptist Church,  
El Dorado

Jenny Turner – layperson, 
member Park Hill Baptist Church, 
North Little Rock

Term to Expire in 2021
Randy Sims – layman, member 

oneChurch, Conway

Term to Expire in 2020
Mark Roberts – layman, member 

First Baptist Church, Malvern

williAmS BAptiSt univErSity

Term to Expire in 2022
*Carol Belford-Lewallen – 

layperson, member First Baptist 
Church, Pocahontas 

Luke Colley – layman, member 
First Baptist Church, Centerton

J. R. Cox – layman, First Baptist 
Church, Walnut Ridge

*Brenda Doty – layperson, 
member First Baptist Church, Salem

John Lane – layman, member 
West View Baptist Church, 
Paragould

Barney Larry – layman, member 
First Baptist Church, Mountain 
Home

Visit arkansasbaptist.org 
for annual meeting coverage!

See NOMINATIONS page 11
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continued from page 10
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Bryant Marshall – layman, 
member East Side Baptist Church, 
Paragould

*Sarah Shell Teague – layperson, 
member First Baptist Church, El 
Dorado

BAptiSt mEmoriAl hEAlth CArE 
CorporAtion, mEmphiS, tEnn.

Term to Expire in 2022
Steve Edwards – layman, member 

First Baptist Church, Marianna
*Jackie McBride – layperson, 

member First Baptist Church, 
Jonesboro

Larry McClendon – layman, 
member First Baptist Church, 
Marianna 

ConStitution And By-lAwS 
CommittEE

Term to Expire in 2022
*Greg Sykes – senior pastor, First 

Baptist Church, Russellville
Dennis Wilkins – associational 

missionary, North Pulaski Baptist 
Association, member Zion Hill 
Baptist Church, Cabot

ConvEntion progrAm CommittEE

Term to Expire in 2022
Don Chancellor – associational 

missionary, Pulaski Baptist 
Association, member Indian Springs 
Baptist Church, Bryant

FuturE SitE For thE AnnuAl 
mEEting

October 22-23, 2024 – Immanuel 
Baptist Church, Little Rock

2020 ConvEntion SErmon

Preacher – Kyle Reno, lead pastor, 

The Summit Church, Conway

Alternate – Rick Grant, senior 

pastor, First Baptist Church, Benton

2019 ConvEntion nominAting 

CommittEE

Erby Burgess – senior pastor, First 

Baptist Church, Glenwood

Doug Falknor – pastor, First Baptist 

Church, Fayetteville

Dave Hughey – lead pastor, Geyer 

Springs First Baptist Church, Little 

Rock

Chris Johnson – senior pastor, First 

Baptist Church, Van Buren

Mark Roberts – layman, member 

First Baptist Church, Malvern

James “Tad” Rogers, Jr. – lead 

pastor, First Baptist Church, Mountain 

Home

Mac Stroud – layman, member Park 

Hill Baptist Church, North Little Rock

Wade Totty – pastor, Cullendale 

First Baptist Church, Camden

Paul White – layman, member First 

Baptist Church, Benton

Manley Beasley, Jr. – senior pastor, 

Hot Springs Baptist Church, Hot 

Springs; Ex-officio member 

Greg Sykes – senior pastor, First 

Baptist Church, Russellville; Ex-officio 

member

*Denotes second term

Resolution submission and 2019 ABSC committees
CONVENTION Resolutions 
Committee Chairman Larry 
Page, executive director of the 
Arkansas Faith and Ethics 
Council, has invited Arkan-
sas Baptist messengers with 
proposed resolutions to send 
them to the committee for 
early review.

Anyone desiring to pres-
ent a resolution to the com-
mittee should mail a copy of 
the proposed resolution to 
the address below by Tues-
day, Oct. 10. Proposed reso-
lutions may also be submit-
ted at the annual meeting  
until 9:30 a.m. on Tuesday, 
Oct. 22.

Mail to: Arkansas Bap-
tist State Convention, Attn:  
Mrs. Vera Clancy, 10 Rem-
ington Dr., Little Rock, AR  
72204.

The published conven-
tion schedule calls for reso-
lutions to be considered 
during the morning session  

Wednesday, Oct. 23. 
See the 2019 ABSC com-

mittees below.

Credentials
Johnny Hutchison, chair-

man, pastor, Highland Drive 
Baptist Church, Jonesboro.

Josh Hall, pastor, First Bap-
tist Church, West Memphis.

Louie Heard, pastor, Sec-
ond Baptist Church, Arkadel-
phia.

Ricky Lattimore, Sr., pastor, 
Tabernacle Baptist Church, 
Dermott.

John Maley, pastor, First 
Baptist Church, Trumann. 

Tommy Miller, pastor, 
Union Valley Baptist Church, 
Beebe.

Melvin York, Jr., pastor, 
First Baptist Church, Des Arc.

Paul Williams, pastor, First 
Baptist Church, White Hall.

Order of Business
Kenny Stacy, chairman, 

pastor, Eagle Heights Baptist 
Church, Harrison.

Mark Dewbre, church 
administrator, Park Hill 
Baptist Church, North  
Little Rock. 

Tim Stewart, associate pas-
tor, First Baptist Church, 
Jonesboro.

 
Resolutions

Larry Page, chairman, exec-
utive director, Arkansas Faith 
and Ethics Council, Little 
Rock.

Terry Bostick, pastor, First 
Baptist Church, Cabot.

David Cox, pastor, Mt. 
Carmel Missionary Baptist 
Church, Plumerville.

Craig Jenkins, pastor, Beech 
Street First Baptist Church, 
Texarkana.

Chris Johnson, pastor, First 
Baptist Church, Van Buren.

Ricky Lee, pastor, First Bap-
tist Church, Sherwood.

Don Phillips, pastor, Cal-

vary Baptist Church, Camden.
Don Settles, associational 

missionary, Current-Gaines 
Baptist Association, Corning. 

Ken Shaddox, pastor, Park 
Hill Baptist Church, North 
Little Rock.

Larry Walker, Jr., church 
administrator, First Baptist 
Church, Russellville.

Denny Wright, pastor, 
Balboa Baptist Church, Hot 
Springs Village.

Parliamentarians
Dan Raines, chairman, lay-

man, First Baptist Church, 
Russellville.

Dubs Byers, retired pastor, 
First Baptist Church, Dumas.

Mike Rainwater, lead parlia-
mentarian, layman, Immanuel 
Baptist Church, Little Rock.

Jay Shell, layman, West Bap-
tist Church, Batesville.

Tellers Committee
Reid Terry, chairman, pas-

tor, Lonoke Baptist Church, 
Lonoke.

Ricky Burke, pastor, First 
Baptist Church, Melbourne.

Ty Huitt, pastor, Lake 
Ouachita Baptist Church, Mt. 
Ida.

Basil Joiner, pastor, St. Paul 
Missionary Baptist Church, 
Bay.

Kevin Murray, pastor, Em-
manuel Baptist Church, Pig-
gott.

Roderick Rogers, pastor, 
Fordyce Community Baptist 
Church, Fordyce.

Mark Smith,  pas -
tor, First Baptist Church,  
Jacksonville.

Dusty Stanford, pastor, Bar 
None Cowboy Church, Mid-
way.

Wade Totty, pastor, Cul-
lendale First Baptist Church, 
Camden.

John Venable, pastor, New 
Life Baptist Church, Alexan-
der.

Related meetings
Block Party
Mon.–Wed., Oct. 21-23
Location: West side of church 
grounds

Ministers’ Wives Conference
Monday, Oct. 21
Registration: 9:30 a.m.
Theme: Radiant
Time: 10 a.m.-2:15 p.m.
Location: The Venue
Speaker: Rachel Lovingood
Details: For more information 
or to register, visit absc.org/
radiant

Young Leaders Panel
Monday, Oct. 21
Time: Noon
Location: Playroom A

Hispanic Celebration
Monday, Oct. 21
Time: 1-5 p.m.
Location: 
Student Game Room

Church Planting 
Celebration Dinner
Monday, Oct. 21
Time: 5 p.m.
Location: The Venue

Associational Missionary 
Fellowship
Monday, Oct. 21
Time: 5 p.m.
Location: Playroom A

Missionary Parents Fellowship
Monday, Oct. 21
Time: 5 p.m.
Location: Room 218

THE LINK – A Connection Event for 
Arkansas Baptists (Fellowship with 
the agency and institution leaders)
125th Anniversary of the Arkansas Baptist 
Children’s Homes and Family Ministries
Monday, Oct. 21
Time: 8:30–9:30 p.m.
Location: The Foyer

Chaplains Lunch
Tuesday, Oct. 22
Time: 11:45 a.m.
Location: Room 218

Disaster Relief – 
Complimentary lunch
Tuesday, Oct. 22 
Time: 11:45 a.m.
Location: 
West side of church grounds

Reaching Internationals 
in Arkansas
Tuesday, Oct. 22
Time: 11:45 a.m.
Location: Rooms 209 & 210

Arkansas Student 
Pastors Network
Tuesday, Oct. 22
Time: 4:15 p.m.
Location: Rooms 209 & 210

 

Preschool and Children’s 
Ministry Dinner and 
Roundtable
Tuesday, Oct. 22
Time: 4:15 p.m.
Location: Room 218

Women’s Ministry 
Network Dinner
Tuesday, Oct. 22
Time: 4:15 p.m.
Location: Room 206

Seminary Luncheons –  
Tuesday, Oct. 22, 11:45 a.m.

Mid-America Seminary
Location: Room 208
Details: For more information: 
contact Tanner Hickman at 
tannerh@mabts.edu, reserva-
tions required by Oct. 10

New Orleans Seminary
Location: Room 206
Details: For more informa-
tion, contact Stephen Watson 
at stephen.watson@firstmari-
on.org, reservations required 
by Oct. 10

Southwestern Seminary
Location: Room 204
Details: For more information, 
contact Chris Satterwhite at 
chris@fbcmayflower.com, res-
ervations required by Oct. 10

Cooperative Program Breakfast
Wednesday, Oct. 23
Time: 7:15 a.m.
Location: The Venue
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Young adults: Since 
they are here, use them

Cox

Pastor-Staff Appreciation Month

By David E. Cox

PLUMERVILLE – Most 
multi-generational churches 
seemingly struggle to maintain 
membership involvement, 
connection and investment in 
congregational life. 

Church leaders con-
tinue to evaluate the 
local church’s minis-
try effectiveness and 
the impact it has on 
the entire congrega-
tion. However, of all 
the local church minis-
tries, the young adults’ 
ministry (ages 18-35) seems to 
fade behind the curtain of ob-
scurity. One of the significant 
concerns young adults have 
against some local churches 
is the feeling of being seen 
but not heard. Young adults 
yearn for a sense of belong-
ing — a sense of worth. They 
dispute the notion of standing 
on the periphery of ministries 
and watching others do the 
work or make the decisions 
without regard to their pres-
ence. Young adults want to 
be a part of congregational 
life and actively engaged in  

various ministries of the 
church.

During October, consider 
ways to involve young adults in 
planning for the church’s Pas-
tor and Ministry Staff Appre-
ciation month. Churches are 
wise to embrace the willing-

ness of young adults to 
express their giftedness 
and creativeness within 
the congregation. 

Allow young adults 
to assume ownership 
of their ideas and pro-
vide opportunities for 
mentoring and shaping 

their Christian enthusiasm. As 
we listen to the young adults in 
our congregations, it is possi-
ble to identify hidden spiritual 
gifts that can unquestionably 
edify the Body of Christ. 

The church is given a tre-
mendous opportunity to en-
courage young adults to “let 
your light shine before oth-
ers, so that they may see your 
good works and give glory to 
your Father who is in heaven” 
(Matt. 5:16, ESV).

David E. Cox is pastor of 
Mt. Carmel Missionary Baptist 
Church in Plumerville.

EL DORADO – Union Bap-
tist Church, El Dorado, recent-
ly welcomed 
M a t t h e w 
Wilson as its 
new pastor. 
He and his 
wife, Betha-
ny, and their 
four chil-
dren were 
prev ious l y 
living in Im-
boden.

W i l s o n 
g r a d u a t e d 
from Ar-
kansas Tech 
U n i v e r -
sity in Rus-
sellville with a major in 
business education and 
Southwestern Baptist Theo-
logical Seminary (SWBTS)  
in Fort Worth, Texas, with a 

Wilson new pastor at  
Union Baptist, El Dorado

master of divinity. Both Wil-
son and his wife received bibli-

cal counsel-
ing certifi-
cation from 
the Biblical 
Counseling 
I n s t i t u t e . 
He was or-
dained at 
First Baptist 
C h u r c h , 
Russellville, 
in 2014.

Wilson's 
desire for 
Union Bap-
tist Church 
is that the 
church will 

help fulfill Jesus' Great Com-
mission by sharing the gos-
pel and discipling men and 
women to spiritual maturity 
in Christ.

Matthew Wilson, recently called as pastor of 
Union Baptist Church, El Dorado, with wife, 
Bethany, and their four children. 

Visit arkansasbaptist.org/podcast  
to listen to the ABN’s new podcast –  
AB News Update. Each episode  
features analysis of current  
events from a Christian worldview  
perspective.
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Gospel Games “An athlete is not crowned unless 
he competes according to the rules.”

 2 Timothy 2:5 (CSB)

Across
1. “Arise, lift up the ___, and hold 
him in thine hand” (Genesis 21:18)
4. Downcast
7. Editor’s mark
11. King who was punished for spar-
ing Ben-hadad (1 Kings 20)
13. Color
14. And others (Lat.)
15. Ease off
16. Jeanne d’___
17. “Be of good cheer: ______ I” 
(Mark 6:50)
18. “Lest ye corrupt yourselves, and 
make you…the ___ of any figure” 
(Deuteronomy 4:16)
21. “Let every man, wherein he is 
called, therein ___ with God” 
(1 Corinthians 7:24)
23. Without limit
24. “the people did ___ with Moses” 
(Exodus 17:2)
25. ___-la-la
26. “___ and eat of my venison” 
(Genesis 27:19)
29. “with what measure ye ___, it 

shall be measured unto you” (Mark 
4:24)
30. “Who changed the truth of God 
into a ___” (Romans 1:25)
31. “there shall the vultures be gath-
ered, every one with its ___” (Isaiah 
34:15)
32. German currency (abbr., pl.)
33. Bog
34. Jesus encounters “a woman ___ 
in adultery” (John 8)
35. Small amount
36. “Ye are my brethren…my ___” (2 
Samuel 19:12)
38. “O faithless and perverse ___” 
(Matthew 17:17)
41. Region comprising Spain and 
Portugal (abbr.)
42. Feminine name
43. Among Bo-peep’s flock
47. Kingdom near Sheba
48. “when I am ___ and greyhead-
ed” (Psalm 71:18)
49. “the ___ is not to the swift” 
(Ecclesiastes 9:11)
50. Ancient city in Asia Minor

51. Bible translation (abbr.)
52. Part of stringed instrument
 
Down
1. “On these two commandments 
hang all the ___” (Matthew 22:40)
2. Expression of discovery
3. Son of Bilhah and Jacob (Gen-
esis 30)
4. “they were counted worthy to 
suffer ___ for his name” (Acts 5:41)
5. Ear (comb. form)
6. “that which I have seen I will 
___” (Job 15:17)
7. Divinity
8. “___ ___, Brute!” 
9. “we know not where they have 
___ him” (John 20:2)
10. Ultimatum word
12. “the Lord he is God; there is 
none else ___ him” (Deuteronomy 
4:35)
19. Chemical suffix
20. Actress Claire
21. Attention, please!
22. Scraps

24. Military post (abbr.)
25. “purge away thy dross, and take 
away thy ___” (Isaiah 1:25)
26. Purpose
27. Residents (suffix)
28. Peradventure ___ shall be 
found there … I will not destroy it” 
(Genesis 18:32)
30. “let fire…devour the cedars of 
___” (Judges 9:15)
31. Behavior
33. “___ be it from me!” 
34. Also
35. Disorder (arch.)
36. Bandages
37. Essence
38. Father of Peleg and Joktan 
(Genesis 10)
39. “Woe unto ___! For it is 
spoiled” (Jeremiah 48:1)
40. Currency of Western Samoa
44. Pale
45. Five-franc piece
46. Game, ___, match

Crossword by Barbour Publishing, Inc.

Crossword puzzle

Crossword answer, page 7
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First Baptist Church Clarendon, AR, is seek-
ing a full-time pastor. Send resumes to FBC 
Search Committee, PO Box 324, Clarendon, AR 
72029 or email to: info@fbcclarendon.com.  

First Baptist Church, Brinkley, AR, is search-
ing for a full-time pastor. Send resumes to 
FBC Pastor Search Committee, 8628 MoPac Rd., 
Brinkley, AR 72021.

Plum Bayou Baptist Church, Wright, AR, 
seeks a Bible-believing bi-vocational pas-
tor. Please submit resumes to pattireed23@ho-
tmail.com or mail to PBBC-Pastor Search, 7811 
Hwy 256, England, AR 72046.

Ebenezer Baptist Church, El Dorado, AR, 
in search of a full-time pastor. Send re-

First Baptist Church, Dumas, AR, in search for 
a pastor. Send resume to PSC, 200 East Water-
man, Dumas, Arkansas 71639.

Rector First Baptist Church seeks full-time 
senior pastor. Send resume to rectorfirst@
gmail.com or PO Box 197, Rector, AR 72461.

Seeking bi-vocational pastor for a  
small, rural Southern Baptist church in Union,  
Arkansas. Please send resume or information 
to Mt. Zion Baptist Church, c/o Janet Yancey,  
PO Box 258, Oxford, AR 72565 or email to janet.
yancey@melbourneschools.org.

Archview Baptist Church is seeking a bi-vo-
cational pastor. Mail resume to 12610 Arch 
St., Little Rock, AR 72206.

First Baptist Church, Gillham, is seeking a 
pastor. Please send resume to First Baptist 

Church of Gillham, PO Box 150, Gillham, AR 
71841.

Viola FBC seeks a full-time or part-time 
student pastor. For info, contact “Youth Pas-
tor Search Committee” by text: 870-321-3676, 
email: sjperryman@outlook.com, or mail: PO 
Box 295, Viola, AR 72583.

East Baptist Church, Wynne, AR, seeks bi-
vocational music minister to lead and 
direct overall church music ministry and lead 
blended style of music in worship. Must adhere 
to So. Baptist doctrine. Some technical skills 
required.  Resumes to jfryer444@yahoo.com, or 
PO Box 538, Wynne, AR 72396.

Oak Grove Baptist Church in Springdale, AR, 
is seeking a part-time worship leader to 
plan and lead blended services. Contact us at 
ogbchoir@gmail.com or PO Box 8109, Spring-
dale, AR 72766.

Pews for sale: We have 15 14-ft pews and 
3 12-ft pews. Lighter wood finish, $100 each. 
Brumley Baptist in Conway. Contact Billy Crow: 
501-253-4435 or pastorbillycrow@gmail.com

sumes to Pastor Search Committee, 1942 N. 
Wyatt Drive, El Dorado, AR, 71730 or e-mail to  
myebcchurch@yahoo.com. Resumes will be ac-
cepted until November 1.

Lexa Baptist Church is searching for a  
full-time pastor. Please send your resume to 
PO Box 189, Lexa, AR 72355.

Wheatley Baptist Church, Wheatley, AR, is 
searching for a bi-vocational or full-time 
pastor. Send resumes to sharonlng59@gmail.
com or PO Box 217, Wheatley, AR 72392.

Bee Branch Baptist Church seeks bi-voca-
tional pastor. Please send resume to Bee-
BranchBaptistChurch@outlook.com. 

FBC, Camden, is seeking full-time senior 
pastor. Send resume to FBCCamdenPSC@
gmail.com.

PASTOR

MISCELLANEOUS

OTHER STAFF POSITIONS

arkansasbaptist.org/ads

C l a s s i f i e d s

Editor’s Note: The Arkansas 
Baptist News would love to share 
your church news with the state. 
Send your information to sarah@
arkansasbaptist.org or call 1-800-
838-2272, ext. 5153. Please sub-
mit information three weeks prior 
to the event.

Charles “C.W.” Bird, 98, 
formerly of Camden, died 
Aug. 31 in Temple, Texas.

A World War II veteran, 
Bird spent his professional  
career as a civil servant. 
Bird and his wife helped  
organize Calvary Baptist 
Church, Camden, and were 
longtime members of First 
Baptist Church, Cullendale, 
where he was ordained as a 
deacon. They helped launch 
Southern Baptist mission 
work in Iceland and spent a 
year working in Kenya with 
the Foreign Mission Board  
(now International Mission 
Board). 

Bird is survived by two sons, 
four grandchildren and 12 
great-grandchildren.

A funeral was held Sept. 
14 at Proctor Funeral Home, 
Camden, followed by burial 
at Chapel Hill Cemetery near 
Sparkman. 

Annamae Copeland Saw-
yer, 91, of Monticello, died 
Sept. 9.

Sawyer worked as the finan-
cial secretary for First Baptist 
Church, Monticello.

She was preceded in death 
by her parents, husband and 
one sister.

Sawyer is survived by two 
sons, six grandchildren and 
nine great-grandchildren.

A funeral was held Sept. 11 
at Stephenson-Dearman Cha-
pel.

Obituaries

Milestones

Morrison Chapel Baptist 
Church, North Little Rock, 
will host a church-wide yard 
sale 7 a.m.-3 p.m., Friday- 
Saturday, Oct. 4-5. Money 
raised will be used to help 
with shipping costs for  
Operation Christmas shoe-
boxes.

Church life

Reydell Baptist Church, 
Reydell, celebrated its 
88th anniversary Sunday,  
Sept. 15. 

Ordinations

Daniel Severs was or-
dained as a minister Sunday, 
Sept. 8, at New Hope Bap-
tist Church, Conway. Severs 
serves as the worship pastor 
of New Hope.

Baptist life

Immanuel Baptist Church, 
Little Rock, will host disaster 
relief training from 8 a.m.-
3 p.m., Saturday, Oct. 12. 
For more information or to  
register, visit abscdisasterrelief.
org.

Grant, wife of Ouachita president emeritus, dies at 92
ARKADELPHIA – Betty Jo 
Grant, 92, of Arkadelphia, 
died Sept. 7.

Grant was the wife of Dan-
iel R. Grant, 
p r e s i d e n t 
emeritus of 
Ouachita Bap-
tist University 
(OBU), and 
she served as 
the first lady of 
Ouachita for 18 
years. In honor 
of her service 
at the univer-
sity, Grant was 
r e c o g n i z e d 
with the Distin-
guished Alum-
nus Award and 
the Purple and  Gold Heart 
Award. Additionally, OBU 
honored the Grants with the 
Daniel and Betty Jo Grant 
Center for International Edu-
cation.

In 2002, Grant was named 
Arkansas Mother of the Year 
by The American Mothers, 
Inc., Arkansas Association.

The Grants developed the 
Consortium for Global Edu-
cation (CGE), which consisted 
of more than 50 Baptist col-

leges and schools.
“Mrs. Grant loved being 

a mother, grandmother and 
great-grandmother, and I 

couldn’t have 
asked for a 
more affirming 
and generous 
mother-in-law,” 
said Phil Har-
din, Ouachita’s 
assistant to the 
president for 
administration 
emeritus. “She 
held the family 
close through 
faithful com-
mun i ca t i on , 
wonderful hol-
iday traditions 

and summer family reunions. 
She and Dr. Grant created 
wonderful memories for their 
extended family.

“She also relished her role 
as Ouachita’s first lady,” Har-
rison added. “For 18 years, 
heaven only knows how many 
Ouachita students, prospec-
tive students, alumni, trustees, 
ministers, missionaries, do-
nors and other guests she wel-
comed and fed, all in the days 
before Ouachita had a catering 

service. She helped make the 
Ouachita family something 
very special.”

Grant was preceded in 
death by her parents, a brother 
and a sister.

She is survived by her hus-
band, two daughters, one son, 
five grandchildren and 11 
great-grandchildren.

A memorial service for 
Grant will be held Satur-
day, Sept. 28, at First Baptist 
Church, Arkadelphia.

Grant
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My wife and I visited an ancient mon-
astery in Yerevan, Armenia. It was very 
dark inside and mostly lit by candles. The 
paintings and reliefs on the walls were 
hard to make out. Yet, when we photo-
graphed one of them with a flash, the 
painting gave up its secret. We were sur-
prised. The painting was very colorful and 
absolutely beautiful. The flash brought 
out details we previously couldn’t even 
imagine were there. We went throughout 
the monastery taking flash photos so we 
could see the beauty 
of all the paintings 
and reliefs on the 
walls.  

For thousands of 
years, God kept a se-
cret. God revealed this secret through the 
“Light of the world,” His own Son. The 
secret was a new creation, a new living 
temple, a new spiritual body; it was the 
Church. This Church included both Jew-
ish and Gentile believers. Paul called this 
secret “a mystery” (Eph. 3:3). A mystery 
in the Bible is something that was “un-
known which has now been revealed.” 

The mystery is the Church, and the 
Church is to proclaim the mystery. Paul 
said he was a minister of this mystery. 
Paul used the term “gospel” to describe 

the mystery (Eph. 3:7). He described 
it in terms of “good news.” The good 
news was about “incalculable riches of 
the Messiah” (Eph. 3:8). We have riches 
beyond measure that can only be seen 
and understood if we have the Light of 
God in our lives (Eph. 3:4).  

The revealing of this mystery has 
made known the very “multi-faced wis-
dom of God” on earth and in the heav-
ens (Eph. 3:10). God wants all the earth 
to hear about the Church, but who 

needs to know in 
the heavens? These 
are probably the 
angelic representa-
tives of earthly rul-
ers he spoke about 

in Ephesians 1:20-21. God even reveals 
His plan to both holy and unholy angels. 
It is clear from the text that Christ has 
all power and everything is under His 
control. This is all according to His plan 
(Eph. 3:11).

We have privileges of being the 
Church (Eph. 3:12-13). Because of our 
faith in Christ, we have boldness and 
confident access to God. We have the 
freedom to speak to God without shame. 
We can freely come to Him with confi-
dence that He hears us and accepts us.

man to work, but He also wanted man 
to rest.  

We live in a culture that considers 
productivity a virtue. It is quite the bal-
ancing act keeping up with jobs, family, 
activities, sports, school, hobbies and 
church activities. We often think pro-
ductivity is doing more things. Produc-
tivity is more about the use of time than 
the amount of things we do. I strive to 
not save anything to do on the weekend 

because I don’t 
want to sabo-
tage my Sab-
bath. 

Jesus said 
the Sabbath 
was made for 
man (Mark 
2:27). Having 

a day of rest is pivotal to staying physi-
cally, mentally and spiritually healthy. 
The Sabbath is more than the absence 
of work; we are to keep the day holy. It 
is a time to rest from labor, connect with 
family and friends and worship the Lord.  

We find our rest in Jesus, Who has 
done our work for us on the cross. We 
rest in Christ now, and we will ultimate-
ly rest in the permanent Sabbath in the 
new creation.

People ask me to pray for them all the 
time. Most of the prayer requests deal 
with physical or material needs. Before I 
pray with them, or for them, I ask where 
they are in their relationship with the 
Lord. Our depth and condition of our 
relationship with the Lord has a bearing 
on everything else.

It is rather fascinating that the two 
prayers in Ephesians do not address any 
physical or material needs (Eph. 1:15-
23; 3:14-21). Paul’s 
intent was not to 
neglect the physical 
or material but to 
focus on the spiri-
tual. He knew, and 
we need to learn, 
that if the inner person is taken care of, 
the outer person will be taken care of.  

Paul knelt when he prayed, but this 
wasn’t the contemporary Jewish prac-
tice. Jews always stood when they prayed. 
Paul’s kneeling would have been a consid-
erable undertaking since he was chained 
to a Roman soldier. While the Bible 
doesn’t command any particular pos-
ture in prayer, posture says much about 
the petitioner’s attitude. Kneeling indi-
cated Paul’s humility and deep emotion  

before God.  
Paul prayed that the Ephesian believ-

ers would be “strengthened with power 
through His Spirit in the inner man” 
(Eph. 3:16). We can’t be strong on the 
outside until we are strong on the inside. 
He prayed that “the Messiah may dwell 
in your hearts through faith” (Eph. 3:17). 
When Jesus takes up residence in our 
hearts, He is the sovereign Lord of our 
hearts and entire lives. He gives us the 

strength to live the 
Christian life.  

Pau l  a l s o 
prayed that they 
“would be rooted 
and firmly estab-
lished in love” 

(Eph. 3:17). Paul wanted them to know 
the “length and width, height and 
depth of God’s love, and to know the  
Messiah’s love” for them (Eph. 3:18). 
This depth of love is beyond a knowledge 
you learn; it is experiential and results in 
being filled with the “fullness of God” 
(Eph. 3:19).

When Christ takes up residence in 
the believer’s life, His power and love 
bring glory to God in the Church and in 
His Son (Eph. 3:20-21).

I facilitated a “Boundaries” class in 
our church. The “Boundaries” book and 
video-driven course were written and 
developed by Henry Cloud and John 
Townsend. My class was a mix of mar-
ried couples and singles. I asked why they 
took this class, and the responses could 
be summed up with: “Relationships can 
be messy and complicated.”

How many of us have heard the exas-
perated cry, “I am so tired of the drama!”? 
The Apostle Paul 
gave us principles 
that, when fol-
lowed, will lead to 
“uncompl i ca ted 
relationships.” The 
word “boundaries” describes Paul’s teach-
ing well. Cloud said, “Boundaries let the 
good in and keep the bad out.” 

Paul said it is God’s will that we re-
main pure (1 Thess. 4:3). The word 
“sanctification” means “to be separate” 
and “to be pure or holy.” In this context, 
we are to separate or abstain from sexual 
immorality. Paul reminded us that we 
are to have control over our own bodies 
and we are not to have “lustful desires” 
(1 Thess. 4:4-5). Unlike the Gentiles, we 
know God, so our separation from im-

morality brings glory to God (1 Thess. 
4:5).

Warren Wiersbe told the story of 
a lady who questioned her pastor for 
preaching on the sins of Christians. In 
her assessment, the sins of Christians 
are different than those in the lives of 
unsaved persons. The pastor’s response: 
“Yes, it is worse.” We know better. 

Paul moved from holiness to love. He 
praised their love for one another and 

encouraged them 
to love even more 
(1 Thess. 4:9-10). 
Love is founda-
tional to the other 
things Paul want-

ed them to put into practice (1 Thess. 
4:11-12). They were to seek to live quiet 
lives. This is an inner peace of mind 
and heart. They were to mind their own 
business and work with their own hands. 
Paul’s goal for them was to be dependent 
on God and walk properly in the world, 
which will bring glory to God.

Paul set some boundaries for our lives. 
These boundaries will let the good in 
and keep the bad out.  This will lead to 
uncomplicated relationships and a sim-
plified life that will bring glory to God.

The institution of the Sabbath in 
Exodus 20:8-11 points back to the bib-
lical account of creation. God created 
everything, and then He rested on the 
seventh day. The command repeated 
in Deuteronomy 5:12-15 points back 
to the exodus from Egypt. The Israel-
ites were commanded to remember  
God’s creating and redeeming work on 
the Sabbath. Ultimately, this points to 
future permanent rest in Christ (Heb. 
4:9-11).  

Many ad-
here to a strict 
s e ve n t h - d ay -
o f - t h e - w e e k 
Sabbath. The 
biblical pattern 
is to work six 
days and rest 
on the seventh. While it is true Chris-
tians are never commanded to keep a 
Sabbath, neither are they commanded 
to worship on the first day of the week. 
The early church chose to worship on 
the first day of the week (Acts 20:7; 1 
Cor. 16:2). The Scriptures are clear 
that Sabbath-keeping for the Chris-
tian is a matter of spiritual freedom  
(Rom. 14:5). God created, and then He 
rested on the seventh day. He created 
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