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Montgomery: Dennard church a real ‘zoo’
Tim Yarbrough
Arkansas Baptist News

DENNARD – Pastor Rick Mont-
gomery is the first to admit his 
church is a real “zoo.”

No. Really. The congregation of 
The New Tabernacle Church, also 
called “t.n.t. church,” literally meets 
in a former roadside zoo off  Inter-
state Highway 65 near Dennard, 
about 11 miles north of Clinton.

The 28-plus acre property 
was the location of an attraction 
called “Hallie’s” in the 1960s and 
1970s, according to Montgomery. 
In addition to a zoo filled with 
exotic animals from around the See ZOO page 3

Lisa Falknor
Arkansas Baptist News

NORFOLK – While the North 
American Mission Board encourag-
es partnerships between churches in 
Arkansas and Kansas, few churches 
have taken that partnership as seri-
ously as Lone Rock Baptist Church, 
Norfork, and Covenant Baptist 
Church in Topeka, Kan.

A close relationship between the 
churches began when pastor Doug 

Tim Yarbrough
Arkansas Baptist News

LITTLE ROCK – J.D. “Sonny” 
Tucker was elected executive direc-
tor-treasurer of the Arkansas Baptist 
State Convention (ABSC) at the 
Dec. 4 meeting of the convention’s 
Executive Board. He officially begins 
his duties Jan. 1.

Tucker, 53, replaces Emil Turner, 
who announced Aug. 2 his inten-
tion to retire in 2013. Tucker has 
served as team leader of the ABSC 
evangelism and church growth team 
since 1997. Turner has served as ex-
ecutive director since 1996.

Don Blackmore, discipleship 
pastor of Central Baptist Church, 
Jonesboro, who serves as chairman 
of the ABSC Operating Committee, 

said Tucker possesses qualities the 
committee was looking for in a new 
executive director.

“We were looking for someone 
who would continue to serve the 
churches of the Arkansas Baptist 
State Convention,” he said, adding, 
“A second quality we looked for was 
somebody that would continue with 
an evangelistic zeal, keeping (with) 
Dr. Turner’s theme, ‘More people 
in heaven and less people in hell.’ 
So we wanted to continue that focus 
as well. Another quality that we were 
looking for was someone who un-
derstood the churches of Arkansas.

“(We) felt very confident that 
after that interview process with 
him, that he was God’s person.”

Ark., Kan. churches on mission together

Sonny Tucker new 
ABSC exec. director

See TUCKER page 2

See MISSION page 6

Huskey of Lone Rock Baptist con-
tacted the missions ministries team 
at the Arkansas Baptist State Con-
vention office in Little Rock. Lone 
Rock was put in contact with an 
associational missionary in Kansas 
who connected them with a church 
that seemed a perfect fit.

“Topeka needed what our church 
could provide,” said Nadine Huskey, 
pastor’s wife.  

In 2005, the Norfolk church, lo-
cated in a town with one store and 

a fire department and situated in 
the Sylamore National Forest, went 
to Topeka, with its city skyline that 
overlooks the Kansas River. The 
team put new shingles on a roof and 
remodeled the sanctuary.

As the group packed to leave, 
someone asked Doug Huskey about 
his habit of taking yearly mission 
trips, and said, “Do you mind if we 
tag along?” 

Members of the Arkansas Baptist State Convention (ABSC) Operating Committee pray for newly 
elected ABSC Executive Director J.D. “Sonny” Tucker (second from left) and his wife, Nicki. Tucker 
assumes his duties Jan. 1.

Pastor Rick Montgomery and wife, Fritzi.

t.n.t. church

The Arkansas Baptist 
News will not publish an 
edition on Dec. 27 due to 
the Christmas holiday. 
The ABN will resume 

publication 
Jan. 10. The 
staff and 
board of 
directors 
wish 
everyone a 
very Merry 
Christmas!

t.n.t. church

publication 
Jan. 10. The 
staff and 
board of 
directors 
wish 
everyone a 
very Merry 
Christmas!

world, Hallie’s featured a miniature 
train track encircling the property 
– complete with its own tunnel.

When the Arkansas Baptist 
News visited the site of the church 
this summer, a “zoo” might ad-
equately describe the scene.

More than 100 volunteers from 
First Baptist Church, Allen, Texas, 
were scattered throughout the prop-
erty repairing buildings, clearing 
overgrown brush and helping reroof 
the large building where the church 
conducts worship services, Bible stud-
ies, get-togethers and other activities. 

The Texas group was one of 
seven groups bringing volun-
teers to work during the year.

Years of neglect had taken its toll 
on the property, with thieves stealing 
items such as wiring from buildings 
and air-conditioners and even a part 
of the miniature train and track.

Montgomery is proud of the prop-
erty’s “50-mile” view, which over-
looks a large valley. What’s more, 
he said the site was once known for 
having the world’s tallest miniature 
train trestle. A similar miniature 
train in Germany now holds the 
title. The church plans to restore the 
miniature train to full operation.

“Hey, how y’all doing down 
there?” asked Montgomery as he 
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MeKency Shepard, 12, Christmas card contest winner
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TUCKER

Following his election, Tucker re-
ceived a standing ovation from mem-
bers of the ABSC Executive Board. 
Members of the Operating Commit-
tee surrounded Tucker and his wife, 
Nicki, as Blackmore prayed.

“I think the Operating Commit-
tee and the board made a wonderful 
choice. Sonny is quintessential Ar-
kansas,” remarked Turner following 
Tucker’s elec-
tion. “He is an 
Arkansas pas-
tor’s pastor. He 
loves Arkansas 
churches. He’ll 
lead well, and 
he’ll set a great 
tone for the 
state conven-
tion.” 

Gary Hol-
l i n g s w o r t h , 
president of 
the ABSC Ex-
ecutive Board 
and pastor at 
Immanuel Bap-
tist Church, Little Rock, said Tucker 
knows Arkansas well.

“In addition to his experience 
and his knowledge of the churches 
and the leaders around our state, it 
struck me very clearly that – while 
he has done a wonderful job leading 
evangelism – he has a real vision for 
where we need to go in the future,” 
said Hollingsworth. 

“He also has great relationships 
built around our larger Southern 
Baptist Convention family, which 
is important because he’ll be a part 
of that network of the other state 
conventions. He was a wise choice 
because of the fact that he knows 
Arkansas, but he’s already well re-
spected around our convention,” he 
added.

“These are challenging times for 
conventions,” said Rex Horne, presi-
dent of Ouachita Baptist University, 
where Tucker received his under-
graduate degrees. “It is a challeng-
ing time for our country, and he’ll 

come in and give us good leadership, 
strong leadership, collaborative and 
creative leadership; that, I think, is 
going to really set us up well for years 
to come.”

Tucker said following his elec-
tion he wants to continue “the great 
foundation that Dr. Turner has 
laid” working with Arkansas Baptist 
churches.

He said he wants to see Arkansas 
Baptists make “big strides” in evange-
lism, missions and church planting. 

“Arkansans know Arkansas Bap-
tist convention churches are kind, 

gracious and 
caring. I want 
(them) to 
know that we 
stand for Jesus 
and the Word 
of God and 
that we really, 
really love 
folks,” said 
Tucker. “We 
want to stay 
focused on Ar-
kansas, with a 
strong sense 
of family and 
a strong sense 
of partnership 

with the churches.”
All of Tucker’s pastoral experi-

ence has been in Arkansas church-
es. Prior to joining the ABSC staff, 
he was pastor of Second Baptist 
Church, Monticello, from 1994 to 
1997. His other pastorates were at 
West Helena Baptist Church, West 
Helena, 1991-94; Fair Oaks Baptist 
Church, Fair Oaks, 1988-91, and 
Shady Grove Baptist Church, Spark-
man, 1981-88. He was youth director 
at Antioch Baptist Church in Hot 
Springs from 1980 to 1981.

Tucker, who is a native of the 
Arkadelphia area, completed a 
Doctor of Philosophy degree at 
Mid-America Baptist Theological 
Seminary in 1998. His major field 
of study was missiology with a focus 
on evangelism and church growth. 
Tucker also received a Master of 
Divinity degree from Mid-America 
in 1992. He completed undergradu-
ate degrees in pastoral ministries 
and speech and communications 

Tucker: a passion for 
evangelism, growth
SONNY TUCKER told the Arkan-
sas Baptist News in a story published 
in its Jan. 26 edition that evange-
lism and church growth has always 
been his passion.

Whether it was in his first pas-
torate as a student at Ouachita 
Baptist University or in his role as 
Arkansas Baptist State Convention 
(ABSC) evangelism and church 
growth team leader, Tucker said he 
has always made it a point to be in-
volved in personal and church-wide 
evangelism. 

“I perfected a proficient system 
of cold call or door-knocking evan-
gelism,” said Tucker. “It involved 
friendship making, praying for spiri-
tual needs and sharing the gospel.”

Though Tucker admits that from 
an early age “winning people to 
Jesus” was not difficult for him, he 
found it more challenging to find 
a way to maintain and sustain nu-
merical growth in churches.

Because of this struggle, espe-
cially in his early years of ministry, 
Tucker developed a passion for 
church growth and health, which 
became the focus of his doctoral 
studies at Mid-America Baptist 
Theological Seminary. 

“When I pastored, I always 
trained folks in evangelism – 
trained Sunday school teachers in 
evangelism,” he said, noting he 
started new classes and even youth 
programs in several of the churches 
he pastored. 

“We reached mass numbers of 
community kids that were not in-
volved in church,” he continued. 
“I did in churches exactly what I do 
for the ABSC.”

Tucker said though three of the 

four churches he pastored were in 
“no-growth” settings, the churches 
continued to grow. 

He has applied his passion for 
evangelism and church growth to 
his ABSC ministry, helping Arkan-
sas Baptist churches reach people 
for Christ in their communities.

“God gave me an extremely 
strong passion and desire to work 
in evangelism and church growth 
at the state convention, and that de-
sire remains as strong today as it did 
when I first accepted the position,” 
he said.

Tucker believes Arkansas Baptists 
must develop personal evangelism 
skills, as well as reach out through 
event evangelism, to effectively 
reach people in the 21st century 
with the gospel of Jesus Christ. In 
addition, he said while it is neces-
sary to affirm the cultural diversity 
of today’s society, some methods 
will reach across those boundaries. 

“The most effective vehicle (for 
reaching people today) is through 
ministry, service, friendship and 
acts of love and kindness,” he said.

Referencing evangelism today 
versus evangelism in the 1940s 
and 1950s, Tucker said as a whole, 
American society’s knowledge of 
the basic tenets of Christianity has 
declined. 

“For this reason, we have to help 
people understand the gospel,” he 
said. “We can’t assume they know 
what religious words mean.”

“Because people don’t always 
know the basics, we have to use 
apologetics, friendship evangelism, 
basic ‘Bible storying’ and relating 
basic facts about Jesus to evangelize 
today,” he said.

LITTLE ROCK –Lots of adults and chil-
dren got into the Christmas spirit – with 
their pencils, paints and crayons 
in tow – by submitting a design 
for the 2012 Arkansas Baptist News 
(ABN) Christmas card.

“Competitors showed tremen-
dous talent in their Christmas 
card designs, any of which would 
have proudly represented the ABN 
as we send out our annual Christ-
mas card,” said Tim Yarbrough, 
editor of the ABN. “We received 
a number of excellent entries. It was dif-
ficult to pick just one. I am grateful to all 
who participated.” 

The winner of the competition, Me-
Kency Shepard, 12, who attends Crystal 
Valley Baptist Church, North Little Rock, 

with her family, will have her design print-
ed and sent to more than 100 people as 

the official 2012 ABN Christmas 
card.

A delighted Shepard said she 
was surprised and very pleased 
to have been chosen as the win-
ner and very proud that her de-
sign will be seen by so many. 

“My friend and art teacher, 
Mrs. Arlette Miller, showed me 
the drawing contest she found 
in the newspaper,” she said. “I 

hoped I would win.”
And she did.
Her winning design features the baby 

Jesus in a manger, with a bright star light-
ing the way. The word “joy” is also a prom-
inent feature of her design.

“I wrote the word ‘joy’ in glit-
ter because Jesus brings joy to the 
world,” she said.

When she’s not designing 
Christmas cards, Shepard enjoys 
music, reading and creating other 
works of art. She is the young-
est of eight and resides with her 
family in Little Rock, where she 
is home-schooled. 

She also enjoys playing bas-
ketball on a home-school girls’ 
team and playing the piano 
and violin. She is a violinist for 
the Prelude Orchestra, a part 
of the Arkansas Symphony 
Youth Orchestra program. 

“I am truly blessed,” Shep-
ard said. 

“I wrote the word ‘joy’ in glit-
ter because Jesus brings joy to the 

When she’s not designing 
Christmas cards, Shepard enjoys 
music, reading and creating other 
works of art. She is the young-

card.

was surprised and very pleased 
to have been chosen as the win-
ner and very proud that her de-
sign will be seen by so many. 

Mrs. Arlette Miller, showed me 
the drawing contest she found 
in the newspaper,” she said. “I 

Shepard

at Ouachita Baptist University in 
1983.

Tucker and his wife are members 
of First Baptist Church, Benton. His 
wife, Nicki (McAnally) Tucker, also 
from Arkadelphia, is a 1984 gradu-

ate of Ouachita. They have two adult 
children, Megan (Tucker) Seyler, 24, 
a 2010 Ouachita graduate, and Curt, 
19, a sophomore at Ouachita.

Contact Tim Yarbrough at tim@
arkansasbaptist.org. 

J.D. “Sonny” Tucker (right) is congratulated by a mem-
ber of the Arkansas Baptist State Convention Executive 
Board following his election as ABSC executive direc-
tor-treasurer Dec. 4 in Little Rock.
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Stories of interest to Arkansas Baptists 

Grady Nutt comedy
returns via web, CDs  
NASHVILLE (BP) – The comedy 
of Grady Nutt, a Southern Baptist 
seminary graduate known as the 
“Prime Minister of Humor” and 
a regular on television’s long-run-
ning “Hee Haw” show, is being re-
juvenated 30 years after his death 
via a website and commemorative 
two-CD collection of previously 
unreleased tracks. Nutt died in 
1982 in a plane crash following a 
speaking engagement.

Fiscal cliff imperils 
adoption tax credit 
NASHVILLE (BP) – With the 
U.S. Congress embroiled in de-
bate over the so-called fiscal cliff, 
many in the adoption commu-
nity are concerned the adoption 
tax credit set to expire at year’s 
end could be forgotten, though 
immediate action is needed. The 
tax credit that provided last year 
a maximum of $13,360 to each 
adoptive family has helped count-
less low- and middle-income fami-
lies afford the costly endeavor. 
Unlike a tax deduction, which 
only reduces taxable income, a tax 
credit actually reduces a person’s 
tax liability.

Judge rules against
Calif. gay therapy ban
NASHVILLE, Tenn. (BP) – In 
what is being called a victory for 
religious liberty and parental 
rights, a federal judge has ruled 
against California’s controver-
sial new law that bans change 
therapy for teens who have 
unwanted same-sex attractions. 
The first-of-its-kind law, signed 
by Democratic Gov. Jerry Brown 
in September, prevents licensed 
counselors from trying to change 
a minor’s sexuality, even if the 
therapy is desired by the patient.

SBC Executive Comm.
reports 7.5% CP rise
NASHVILLE (BP) – Year-to-date 
contributions to Southern Bap-
tist national and international 
missions and ministries received 
by the Southern Baptist Conven-
tion (SBC) Executive Committee 
are 7.59 percent over the same 
period last year, according to a 
news release from SBC Execu-
tive Committee President Frank 
Page. The total includes receipts 
from state conventions and fel-
lowships, churches and individu-
als for distribution, according to 
the 2012-13 SBC Cooperative 
Program Allocation Budget.

waved to a large group of volunteers 
throwing debris and brush into a 
pickup truck.

“Isn’t this just awful?” Montgom-
ery asked, pointing to overgrown 
cages and outbuildings. He then 
looked up at a large tree on the prop-
erty, which was dead.

“We’ve got to get somebody who 
can go to the top of it and top it 
out,” he said. “I’ve got two loggers in 
my church, but they don’t top trees. 
They just cut it and let it fall. I’m 
afraid it will fall on something.”

Montgomery and the church have 
big plans for the former zoo property 
and want to preserve as much of it as 
possible for future ministry use. 

The pastor of the unusual venue 
for a church is proud to have the for-
mer zoo and is quick to say that God 
made it all possible.

Moreover, the property wasn’t 
even for sale until a Texas family re-
alized a Southern Baptist church was 
interested in buying it, said Mont-
gomery. Two family members were 
Southern Baptist. 

Funds from both the North Ar-
kansas Baptist Association and the 
Arkansas Baptist State Convention 
have helped provide seed money as 
the church has undertaken renova-
tions and restoration of the proper-
ty. Montgomery, who also works as 
a tax accountant, estimated repairs 
on the buildings will exceed several 
hundred thousand dollars – even 
with all the volunteer labor provided 
through various church teams and 
Nailbenders for 
Jesus.

One team 
that served this 
summer, Temple 
Baptist Church 
in White House, 
Tenn., not only 
brought a volun-
teer team to work, but also paid 
for all construction materials, said 
Montgomery.

During an extensive tour of the 
vast grounds that make up the prop-
erty, Montgomery pointed out the 
many special-use buildings previous-
ly used by the Hallie’s attraction, in-
cluding a cave, as well as many cages 
lining a long, winding path once 
used to house animals. The church 
plans to use the cage areas for things 
such as plays depicting Bible stories 
such as “Daniel in the Lion’s Den” 
and various Bible scenes.

“(For example) we’re going to 
have animals on this side. On this 
side we are going to paint the Roman 
Road,” said Montgomery, pointing 
to an area lining the walkway near 
the cages.

Plans are to have a friend of 
Montgomery’s, who is a resident of 
Israel, paint mosaics – to be placed 
in the cages – depicting areas of the 
world where missionaries serve. 
Church members and visitors will 
be encouraged to prayer walk along 
the winding pathway.

continued from page one

ZOO

Other features of the church 
are the He-Brews Café coffee shop 
and The Market Place store where 
church members will be allowed to 
sell homemade items, he said.

Montgomery believes the unique 
nature of the property helps the 
church reach out to unchurched 
people who reside in Van Buren 
County and beyond.

“We do things a lot different,” he 
said. “We do events. 
Like last year we had 
Wheels, Meals and 
Strings to draw peo-
ple to the property. 
That was an an-
tique car show, and 
we gave away prizes 

for the cars. That brought people in 
from the area and people just driv-
ing down the road.”

The location helps the church 
attract different groups of people 
to the property, such as motorcycle 
enthusiasts, said Montgomery. This 
past year the church hosted a group 
of about 120 bikers and is planning 
to hold another event in April.

“My son was killed in a motor-
cycle accident last April a year ago. 
This April we had the first annual 
Richard Montgomery Hogs on 
Hummingbird Mountain (where the 
church is located),” he said.

“I told our church, ‘We are going 
to have motorcycle riders here (and) 
you are going to hear and see a lot 
of things that you might not want to 
see, but that it is going to give us the 
opportunity to minister to them,’” 
he said.

The worship hall in the main 
church building seats about 150 and 
has undergone major renovations as 
well.

Montgomery’s wife, Fritzi, is a 
Messianic Jew, so the church also 

“has sort of a Messianic service,” 
Montgomery said. 

“We observe all of the feasts, all 
the festivals. … There’s a menorah 
on the offering table,” added Mont-
gomery, smiling.

When it comes to reaching the 
community surrounding the church, 
Montgomery explains that t.n.t. 
church simply seeks to reach people 
with the gospel by every means pos-
sible.  

“You know, we’re not an Acts 
1 society anymore,” said the pas-
tor. “When Peter stood up and 
preached on the day of Pentecost, 
he was preaching to an Acts 1 soci-
ety. When he said, ‘God,’ they knew 
who he was talking about. America 
isn’t an Acts 1 society anymore. A 
lot of our churches still act like it is, 
but it is not. We’re an Acts 17 soci-
ety, where Paul says, ‘Let me talk to 
you about this unknown God.’”

Chris Jones, youth minister at 
First Baptist, Allen, said he and his 
student volunteers were excited to 
be a part of assisting with the work 
at the church.

“Once we connected with Rick 
and heard about his vision and 
what he was doing here, we just re-
ally wanted to jump on board with 
it,” said Jones. “(He is) a man who 
has a great vision for this area, and 
we’re just going to continue to pray 
for him to follow God.”

Montgomery expressed gratitude 
for the Allen group and all volun-
teers assisting with renovations.

All the major work would be 
done by the end of summer, he said, 
with the exception of sheet rock and 
painting. 

“It’s amazing what God has 
done,” he said.

Contact Tim Yarbrough at tim@
arkansasbaptist.org. 

ABN online
View a photo slideshow 

of  t.n.t. church at
 www.arkansasbaptist.org/photo-gallery

Volunteers from First Baptist Church, Allen, 
Texas (top), remove the old roof from a building 
where worship services are held for The New 
Tabernacle Church. Pastor Rick Montgomery 
(above) stands inside the worship hall, and 
(right) inside a cage once used for animals. 
Photos by Tim Yarbrough
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And I was reminded again just 
this past week how different things 
are here in Arkansas. 

As the entire state was glued their 
TVs and radios in anticipation of 

the hiring of a 
new Razorback 
football coach, 
Arkansas Bap-
tists quietly and 
without con-
troversy elected 
one of its own 
to lead its great 

state convention.
Sonny Tucker will make a fine ex-

ecutive director-treasurer. You don’t 
have to spend much time around 
Sonny to see how Jesus Christ 
comes first in his life. His commit-
ment to his Lord is exhibited in his 
work.

Sonny isn’t the type of soul-
winner who wears his faith on his 
sleeve – rather, he exhibits Jesus 
daily in his life and Christian walk.

Being the executive director of 
a state convention is a big job and 
can be overwhelming at times. 
However, the leader who trusts the 
Lord and seeks to honor Him in 
every decision answers only to an 
audience of One.

Thanksgiving and Christmas-
time have always been a time 

of reflection for me and this year is 
no different.

It has been more than two years 
since I was elected 
editor of the 
Arkansas Baptist 
News on Nov. 
18, 2010. As I 
contemplated the 
many changes our 
family and the 
ABN have gone 
through the past couple years, it 
really hit me square between the 
eyes how God has so graciously and 
wonderfully directed my life and 
ministry.

My wife, Pamm, and I started 
our life together in Arkansas and 
were blessed as God brought us full 
circle in returning to the state in 
2011.

Twenty-six years ago, as a gradu-
ate student at the University of 
Arkansas at Little Rock, I could not 
have imagined being editor of the 
state Baptist newspaper. 

Now, after all those years, it 
seems like such a perfect fit – and 
privilege – to report on the work of 
God among Arkansas Baptists.

Thanksgiving and Christmastime reflections
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Tim Yarbrough

Cartoon by Gary Thomas     

Jesus came into the REAL world!
R ecently our church performed 

a fantastic original Broadway-
style musical called “Joe Carpen-
ter.” The story is about Joseph and 
what it would have been like if the 
Christmas narratives had been set 
in a more modern day setting in 
the rural South. Joe lived with his 
mama, grandmother, 
aunt and sister. 

It was quite a show 
filled with the Shep-
herd family made up 
of carnival workers 
who were visited 
with the news of 
Christ’s birth, along 
with a small town of busybodies 
and gossips. It was as true to life 
of a story as one could ever experi-
ence, and it resulted in a number 
of people giving their lives to Jesus 
and making important spiritual de-
cisions with their lives.

However, one of the things that 
really came out of the show is how 
narrowly focused “church folks” 

can be and how they can genuinely 
miss the real thrust and reality of 
the Christmas stories recorded in 
the New Testament Gospels. So 
many church folks sadly approach 
the entire Christmas story with 
the same legalism of heart and 
mind as the Pharisees and religious 

leaders who 
completely 
missed the 
first Christ-
mas event.

We have 
lost the 
concept of 
Jesus being 

born into a real world filled with 
people who faced real-world prob-
lems, struggles, sins and issues. 
Our church culture as it relates to 
Christmas has become so filled 
with the pictures of a “silent night” 
where little baby Jesus slept, oblivi-
ous to the world into which He was 
sent far “away in a manger.” It is 
almost as if we cannot get ourselves 

away from the little porcelain nativ-
ity figures sitting on some tables in 
our houses.

The New Testament clearly 
shows us that Jesus was born into 
a real world. Those surrounding 
Mary and Joseph would have gos-
siped about them, called them 
names behind their backs, and the 
women of first century Bethlehem 
and Nazareth would have avoided 
Mary at all costs. The shepherds 
would not have been welcomed 
anywhere in society by anyone.

They were social outcasts and un-
desirables. Their very presence in 
the city limits of Bethlehem would 
have been considered repulsive. 
There was no room in the inn be-
cause people were preoccupied with 
their own lives. 

People faced financial difficul-
ties because they, like Joseph, had 
to leave their jobs, spend money 
to travel back to their hometowns 
to register, and then when they 
arrived, they had to pay a hefty 

Roman tax for the privilege of all 
the hassle and expenses. People 
would have felt hopelessness in 
their lives because God had not 
spoken to them in more than 400 
years, they had been ruled and op-
pressed for all the years of their 
lives, they knew very little freedom 
of any kind and they were bur-
dened by religious legalism, sacri-
fices and rules.

It was into that world that Jesus 
was born. He came to save us from 
our sins. In Jesus’ coming, He of-
fered us the two things the real 
world needed most: grace and a 
second chance! Jesus is a real Savior 
sent into a real world filled with 
real people with real problems so 
that we might receive real forgive-
ness, salvation and acceptance! 
This Christmas … let’s get real with 
Jesus!

Clay Hallmark is senior pastor of 
First Baptist Church, Marion, and past 
president of the Arkansas Baptist State 
Convention.

VIEWPOINT
Clay Hallmark

First Baptist Church 
Marion

I would like to encourage you to 
pray for your new executive director 
today and often. Ask God to give 
him wisdom in these challenging 
times to lead the staff of the Ar-
kansas Baptist State Convention as 
they assist Arkansas Baptist church-
es in making Jesus Christ known in 
the Natural State, as well as in our 

nation and around the world.
 And while you’re at it, pray for 

your pastor, members of your fam-
ily and the lost as we celebrate the 
coming of our wonderful Savior – 
the One who offers hope and eter-
nal life to fallen man.

Tim Yarbrough is editor of the Ar-
kansas Baptist News.
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Ihave just completed my 15th consecutive Arkansas 
Baptist State Convention (ABSC) Annual Meeting. 

It was my last in an “official” capacity. For the past 15 
years, my approach to the state convention meetings 
has been to “figure out what can possibly go wrong and 
prepare for it.” I live by the maxim of preparing for the 
worst. Most of my life, as a result, I have been pleasantly 
surprised. This year I was a little more relaxed. Instead 
of thinking about the worst that could happen, I tried 
to savor the good things that were happening. There 
were a myriad. 

I was impressed with the number 
of young adults who not only partici-
pated, but who were also in leader-
ship positions. They evidently had 
missed the report that conventions 
are dying entities just for old people. 
Although the majority of messengers 
and participants were older, age did 
not seem to matter during the meet-
ing. The worship was engaging and crossed generation-
al boundaries. The messages were given to the preach-
ers by an ageless God and presented timeless truths. 
Recently, I went to an upscale restaurant and found 
that every one of the employees appeared to be under 
30 years of age, and most seemed under 25. The annual 
meeting of the ABSC was much more diverse than that 
popular restaurant. 

Unanimity reigned. Rather than being politically 
and theologically divided, these Arkansas Baptists were 
unanimous at every turn. This was not the unanimity 
of the rubber stamp either. Every messenger had a copy 
of every recommendation, proposal, budget and audit 
of all the agencies of the ABSC. No surprises. At this 
year’s Democratic National Convention there was the 
ruling of the chair that God had received a majority of 

the votes, when He actually had not. No shenanigans 
of this type were seen among Arkansas Baptists. No re-
criminations, no complaints, no critical spirits were on 
display. 

The cooperative ministries of the convention were 
affirmed. People always say the same thing to me after 
these conventions: “I had no idea we were doing so 
much.” I heard it again this time. From the abortions 
that did not happen because of Arkansas Baptist Chil-
dren’s Home ministries, to the new congregations that 

have started, to youth evangelism 
efforts, to a “dancer” whose life was 
changed, to the mission endeavors 
on distant shores, Arkansas Baptists 
again affirmed that they can do more 
together than they can do separately. 

Arkansas preachers are among the 
best, most practical preachers I have 
ever heard; and I have heard a bunch 
of preachers. We were challenged by 

some great men of God to carry the gospel to a lost 
world, to recapture the joy of reaching the lost and to 
prepare for the coming of the Lord. The thing I like 
about Arkansas preachers is their practicality. They did 
not engage in theoretical dissertations or assault straw 
men; they applied the Scripture to daily living with en-
thusiasm and practicality. 

I liked it. I am not going to miss sitting at the table in 
front of the meeting, but I expect to continue to come 
to enjoy hearing what God has done among us and 
being challenged by what He wants to do in us. 

Finally, thank you for all the kindness shown to me 
during the convention. It has been a joy for Mary and 
me to be a part of a state convention like this. 

Emil Turner is executive director of the Arkansas Baptist 
State Convention.

Observations on a state meetingFamily Matters
Thankful 

I ’m thankful my family at-
tended the Tuesday evening 

session of the Arkansas Baptist 
State Convention (ABSC) 
Annual Meeting in Cabot 
this year. It was a memorable 
night as Dr. 
Emil Turner 
preached his 
last conven-
tion message 
as the execu-
tive director 
of the ABSC. 
My wife and 
I moved to 
Arkansas in 
1996 when I began serving as 
the Baptist Collegiate Ministry 
(BCM) campus minister at 
Southern Arkansas University 
(SAU) in Magnolia. My family 
has observed and been influ-
enced by Dr. Turner’s leader-
ship from those early days 
through the time I have been 
able to serve with the ABSC 
family ministry team. My family 
saw the impact of faithfulness 
in ministry affirmed and cel-
ebrated in his retirement.  

I’m thankful for the consis-
tent impact of the Cooperative 
Program. My family captured 
a worldwide vision of how the 
Cooperative Program impacts 
individuals around the world 
resulting in 79 new churches 
planted every day and one bap-
tism every 46 seconds.  

My 15-year-old daughter, who 
loves to sing, saw the Williams 
Baptist College Choir sing dur-
ing the service. She will start 
college before I’m ready, and it 
was inspiring for her to see col-
legians use their gifts for God’s 
glory. She also heard about the 
variety of ways that God works 
through a Christian college.  

My 8-year-old son was en-
amored as several colorful bal-
loons were brought into the 
sanctuary, followed by 70 black 
balloons, representing the 70 
percent of lost people around 
the world. It’s estimated that 
60 percent of Arkansas is lost 
and that there are still 3,500 
unengaged, unreached people 
groups around the world.

My 12-year-old son was chal-
lenged by Dr. Turner’s sermon 
from Colossians 1:28-29 to get 
rid of his flip flops and put his 
work boots on so that more 
people might be in heaven and 
fewer people might be in hell.

I’m thankful for a retiring 
generation influencing the up-
and-coming generation to make 
an impact on their world with 
the good news of Jesus Christ.

 
Ben Phillips leads the Arkansas Bap-
tist State Convention family minis-
try team.

Phillips

At the time of this writing, Congress has not 
acted upon any extension of taxable exclusion 

of direct gifts of Individual Retirement Account 
(IRA) assets to charities, which has allowed certain 
donors in recent years to ignore distributions from 
their IRAs as taxable gifts when 
given directly to charity. There is 
still some hope that the lame-duck 
session of Congress will pass this 
provision for the 2012 tax year.

If passed, the provisions could 
be changed from previous years. 
The rules have been in the past 
that a person over 70 and a half 
could distribute directly from an 
IRA any amount up to $100,000 
to a public charity (outright or 
as an endowment but not to a 
donor-advised fund or to a sup-
porting organization). If the custo-
dian sends the money directly to 
the charity, then that amount is 
not considered taxable income on 
Form 1040 and there is no chari-
table deduction. In other words, 
it is treated as if it did not occur. 
Additionally, the distribution still 
satisfies the required minimum 
distribution.

 Without the provision, a per-
son who does this will receive a 
1099-R for that amount which 
is taxable income to report. The 
charity issues a charitable receipt for that amount 
which can basically “wash” out the taxable income 
to the taxpayer. Thus, for many taxpayers, there is 
little advantage.

 However, if the provision is approved again and 

if a taxpayer does not itemize deductions, then 
there is a large advantage. Also, if the exclusion of 
this amount as taxable income causes Social Securi-
ty to become less taxable, that is also an advantage. 
If deductions are phased out for higher income 

earners, it would be another ad-
vantage.

 For a number of Christians, 
the “required minimum distri-
bution” is a forced withdrawal, 
which is not needed for life ex-
penses. Thus, it is an easy task 
to simply ask the custodian to 
transfer that amount directly a 
church or other public charity. 
At this writing, it would still 
be considered taxable income, 
and a charitable deduction can 
be used to offset it. We are in 
hopes that Congress can pass 
this simple provision, which has 
been well received among older 
people.

Our advice to donors who 
would like to use this technique 
is to do it anyway. The worst 
scenario is that the provision 
is not passed which makes the 
distribution included as income 
and the deduction (assuming the 
taxpayer itemizes) as excluding 
the same amount. If the provi-
sion is passed (I personally hope 

it is passed by the time you read this … it would be a 
nice Christmas gift for charities), then the distribu-
tion would be a nonevent tax wise.

Jeff Steed is vice president of the Arkansas Baptist 
Foundation.

Direct IRA gifts to charity

Financial Times

Jeff Steed
Arkansas Baptist Foundation

a
PasTor’s 
HearT

Emil Turner
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“They started going on mis-
sion trips with us from that 
point on,” he said. 

“Every January, the texts, 
emails and phone calls start fly-
ing between Topeka and Nor-
fork with excitement on ‘Where 
will we be going this year?’” said 
Nadine Huskey. 

Eight years later, the churches 
still “tag along” together to do 
missions the first full week of 
June. Since 2006, 25-30 people 
from Covenant and 40 people 
from Lone Rock have donned 
matching T-shirts and traveled 
across Kansas serving at Inde-
pendence, Salina, Dodge City, 
Overland Park and Greens-
burg.  

In 2009, the Kansas church 
assisted Lone Rock in build-
ing Sunday school classrooms, 
which was sort of a repayment 
for the building project the 
Arkansans did for Covenant 
Baptist in 2005. For two years 
following, the Kansas congre-
gation worked alongside Lone 
Rock to build a fellowship hall 
and new sanctuary, which was 
dedicated in early November.

“What has really happened 
with our two churches work-
ing together is it’s almost like a 
family,” said Huskey. “We cor-
respond with people through-
out the church during the year.  
They connect through Face-
book. It’s become a family af-
fair.”

Nadine Huskey agreed, say-
ing, “We immediately fell in 
love with the people. Our hearts 
have meshed with Covenant.” 

And, though it’s a 3-hour trip 
to Kansas, Nadine Huskey said 
they keep in constant contact 
with several families. 

“We are the Arkansas home 
and ‘Nana and Papa’ to a cou-
ple and their children that are 
in the ministry there,” she said. 
“They come for weekends away 
when they can.” 

And what do they mainly do 
on all these mission trips? 

“We always have some kind 
of construction,” said Doug 
Huskey. “We take a group to 
do backyard Bible clubs or VBS 
(vacation Bible school), plus a 
ladies ministry.” Between the 
churches, they have a conglom-
erate of building talent, in-
cluding plumbers, roofers, dry 
wallers and electricians.

The Topeka and Norfolk 
mission trips reach intergenera-
tional members. 

“It’s not just retired folks who 
come,” he said. “We have (work-
ing) people set aside their vaca-
tion during that week. That’s 
how much they love to do it.” 

Lisa Falknor is the northwest 
regional correspondent for the Ar-
kansas Baptist News.

continued from page one

MISSIONEureka Springs ‘Great Passion Play’ closes
EUREKA SPRINGS – Tough eco-
nomic times have claimed an Arkan-
sas family and group attraction in 
the Ozark Mountains seen by mil-
lions of people since 1966 – ‘The 
Great Passion Play,’ located in Eu-
reka Springs.

By the end of 2012, the play and 
its 700-acre campus, will be owned 
by a Eureka Springs bank, the Arkan-
sas Democrat-Gazette reported Dec. 5. 
The property has featured a seven-
story statue of Jesus since 1966.

The Arkansas Baptist News report-
ed Nov. 1 the nonprofit foundation 
that oversees the play’s operation 
was asking for help to save the venue 
and keep it open.

Keith Butler, foundation chair-
man, said hard economic times had 

led to declining attendance.
“‘The Great Passion Play’ offers a 

unique and affordable opportunity 
for visitors to experience the events 
in the last week of Christ’s life, 
performed by over 150 actors and 
animals,” said Butler. “However, the 
opportunity for people to witness 
the Scriptures come alive firsthand 
is under threat. These difficult eco-
nomic times have led to declining 
attendance.”

Butler added, “‘The Great Pas-
sion Play’ has encouraged millions 
of people in their faith. (The play) 
is a significant part of Christian cul-
ture.”

Efforts to sell the play have been 
unsuccessful, resulting in its closure, 
the Democrat-Gazette reported.

A seven-story statue of Jesus is featured on the 
campus of “The Great Passion Play” in Eureka 
Springs. The venue will close at the end of 2012 
due to tough economic times.
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‘Mission Possible’

GLENWOOD – Phillip Miller, 
pastor of First Baptist Church, 
Glenwood, wants his church to be 
a missional church. That’s why, on 
Sunday, Dec. 2, the church held 
Mission Possible, a time when mis-
sionaries were invited to share with 
the church about their work.

The theme Scripture for Mission 
Possible was Matthew 19:26, which 
says, “But Jesus looked at them and 
said to them, ‘With men this is im-
possible, but with God all things 
are possible.’”

“The purpose of the event was to 
more than just inform the church 
of what God was doing in places 
around the world, but to chal-
lenge them to become a missional 
church,” explained Miller.

The missionaries who spoke in-
cluded Breck Freeman, Arkansas 
Baptist State Convention missions 
ministries team member, who talk-
ed about local outreach opportuni-
ties, specifically the Acts 1:8 One 
Day Mission Trip; Rick Harrison, 
associational missionary for Caddo 
River Baptist Association; Ellis and 

Judy Leagans, International Mission 
Board missionaries, and Doug Hix-
son, a church planter and founding 
pastor of Connection Church in 
Spearfish, S.D., where First Baptist 
took a mission team this summer. 
In addition, First Baptist’s Wom-
an’s Missionary Union took part in 
the day’s events.

“A lot of our people weren’t 
aware of where their Cooperative 
Program dollars went, and they 
were excited about how they could 
be involved themselves locally,” said 
Miller.

Hixson preached during both the 
morning and evening services. Dur-
ing the morning service, he shared 
a sermon about being witnesses, 
which was titled “Why are You Still 
Here” and was based on Acts 1:1-
11. During the evening service, he 
shared what God is doing through 
his church in South Dakota.

Miller said his hope for the event 
was for his church to be increasingly 
financially involved in missions, but 
also to branch out and be person-
ally involved in missions. 

“Our goal is to be sending mis-
sions teams everywhere and that 
God (will) call out missionaries 
from our church,” he said.

One way the church will be get-
ting involved is by partnering with 
Hixson’s church the upcoming two 
years. Miller said he and Hixson 
signed a covenant during the day’s 
events.

The church also took up an of-

fering, which was split between 
the Lottie Moon Christmas Offer-
ing, Connection Church and First 
Baptist’s initiative to outfit a block 
party trailer.

Miller said the event was well-
attended.

“The purpose was to change the 
mindset that missions is what some-
body else does. It’s something that 
we’re called to do,” he said.

First Baptist, Glenwood, seeks to be missional church
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C l a s s i f i e d s
PASTOR

First Baptist Church, Atkins, is seeking a full-
time pastor. Send resume to First Baptist Church, 
Atkins, Pastor Search Committee, 201 N. Church, 
Atkins, AR 72823. Phone for chairman: 479-641-
0046. Email: atkinsfirstbaptist@yahoo.com.

River Road Baptist Church, Redfield, is seeking 
a part-time pastor. Send resumes to P.O. Box 
161, Redfield, AR 72132 or river013@centurytel.
net. 501-397-2576.

Elliott Baptist Church, Camden, is seeking a 
full-time pastor. Send resume to Elliott Baptist 
Church, Pastor Search Committee, 4189 Hwy. 376 
South, Camden, AR 71701. Phone: 870-231-6411.

Briarwood Baptist Church, Cabot, is seeking a 
pastor. Position will be part-time transitioning to 
full-time. Please submit resume and salary require-
ments in confidence to Pastor Search Team, Briar-
wood Baptist Church, 1872 Willie Ray Road, Cabot, 
AR 72023 or email to gpeters53@aol.com.

Bi-vocational pastor needed for Burlington 
Baptist Church in Omaha. Send resumes c/o 2269 
Lone Oak Dairy Road, Harrison, AR 72601.

Crosby Baptist Church, Searcy, is prayerfully 

seeking a bi-vocational pastor. Please send 
resume to 390 Panther Creek Road, Searcy, AR 
72143 or email darryl_womble@hotmail.com.

Calvary Baptist Church, Batesville, located in the 
Ozarks of north central Arkansas, is in search of a 
full-time pastor. The Sunday school attendance 
is in the 80-100 range. We are seeking the man 
that God calls to lead this group of believers. Send 
resume to 1775 Lyon Street, Batesville, AR 72501 
or email to cbcbatesville@gmail.com.

OTHER STAFF POSITIONS

Central Baptist Association is seeking the in-
dividual who knows that he is called specifically 
to the ministry of associational missionary 
(AM). AM experience and/or training is helpful but 
not required. Resumes received only from those 
individuals who are called to the ministry of AM 
can be sent to Central Baptist Association, Attn: 
Search Committee, 928 W. South Street, Benton, 
AR 72015. The deadline is Friday, Jan. 18, 2013.

Maple Avenue Baptist, Smackover, is looking for 
a part-time music minister. Resumes can be 
sent to P.O. Box 68, Smackover, AR 71762 or email 

to the pastor at douginzer@yahoo.com.
Beech Street Baptist Church, Gurdon, is seek-

ing a student minister. Please send resumes to 
BSBC Personnel Committee, P.O. Box 408, Gurdon, 
AR 71743.

Star City First Baptist Church is seeking a full-
time minister of youth and music. Prayer-
fully send resume to First Baptist Church, Search 
Committee, P.O. Box 368, Star City, AR 71667 or 
email to detrimcghee@yahoo.com. Fax: 870-628-
4184.

First Baptist Church, De Queen, is seeking a 
full-time music minister. Additional duties, 
roles and responsibilities may be added in keeping 
with this person’s gifts and calling. Please submit 
resumes to First Baptist Church, P.O. Box 450, De 
Queen, AR 71832 or firstbaptistdequeen@wind-
stream.net.

First Baptist Church, Corning, is currently accept-
ing resumes for the position of associate pastor 
of students and music. This is a full-time po-
sition. Experience in both areas preferred but not 
required. The main emphasis of this position is on 
student ministry, but the duties of leading music 
are also important. Please send your resume to 

HOLY LAND TRIP, November 4-13, 2013.  
Led by experienced travel host.  For 
a brochure:  call Rev. R. Gayle 
Bone at 501-213-5733 or e-mail 
at gbone0798@sbcglobal.net. 

rusty@corningfbc.com or mail them to First Baptist 
Church, Attn: Bro. Rusty, 701 West 3rd St., Corning, 
AR 72422.

First Baptist Church, White Hall, is currently ac-
cepting resumes for part-time middle school 
minister. A job description and more details 
are available upon request. The ministry includes 
students in grades 6-8. Please contact paul@fb-
cwhitehall.net or send resumes to Pastor, P.O. Box 
20307, White Hall, AR 71612-0307.

Miscellaneous

T-211-1 series HAMMOND Organ. Con-
tact: Donna Faulkner, 501-993-8391.

Complete sound system for sale – six speak-
ers, Mackie mixer, Crown Amps, $2500.00 firm. 
Email supertwolfe@yahoo.com for equipment list.

Patricia Jeanne “Pat” Ratton, 
79, died Nov. 25. 
Born in Smackover, 
she graduated from 
Southern Arkansas 
University in Mag-
nolia and attended 
Southwestern Bap-
tist Theological 
Seminary in Fort 
Worth. She served 

on the staff of the Arkansas Bap-
tist State Convention (ABSC) from 
1967-1995. She served in the ABSC 
Sunday School Department (now 
evangelism and church growth team) 
as the preschool and children’s spe-
cialist. She began the Weekday Early 
Education Workshops in Arkansas, 
which celebrated their 40th anniver-
sary this year. She also coordinated 
the preschool program at Arkansas 
Baptist Assembly in Siloam Springs, 
and served as preschool director for 
multiple churches. She also served 
as the interim children’s minister at 

Five thousand pounds of rice were recently donated to be distributed to Arkansas Hispanic churches. 
The rice was donated by Windmill Rice Company of Jonesboro, which periodically gives rice to help 
with hunger needs in Arkansas.

Rice donated to Hispanic churches

Greenfield Baptist Church, located north of 
Harrisburg, held a dedication service for their 
new family life center Nov. 17. Seventy people 
attended the service. The building was named 
the Jerry Jacobs Family Life Center in recogni-
tion of Jerry and Clara Jacobs (above) for their 
decades of faithful service to the church and 
for the countless days of work given to the 
building of this new building. A chili supper 
and time of fellowship followed the program. 
Michael Criner serves as pastor.

Obituaries

Building dedication

Park Hill Baptist Church, North Lit-
tle Rock.  She was preceded in death 
by her parents. Ratton is survived by 
a sister, two nieces, a nephew and a 
step-grandnephew. A celebration of 
her life was held Nov. 28 at Park Hill 
Baptist Church, North Little Rock. 
Burial took place at Smackover City 
Cemetery. 

Gordon O’Bryan Sr., 77, of Hot 
Springs, died Nov. 24. Born in King-
sland, he was the retired owner and 
operator of Go Distributors Inc. 
He was a member of Piney Bap-
tist Church, Hot Springs, and The 
Gideons International. His wife, 
Nelle, serves as ad representative for 
the Arkansas Baptist News. Survivors 
include his wife, a brother, a sister, 
four sons, 13 grandchildren and 18 
great-grandchildren. Memorial ser-
vices were held Dec. 1 at Piney Bap-
tist Church. A private burial took 
place at Oak Grove Cemetery out-
side of Hot Springs. In lieu of flow-
ers, memorials may be made to The 
Gideons International, P.O. Box 
140800, Nashville, TN 37214-0800 
or to Piney Baptist Church, 3150 
Albert Pike Road, Hot Springs, AR 
71913.

L.J. Brooks, 21, of Houston, 
Texas, died unexpectedly Dec. 2 
following a brief hospitalization in 
Little Rock. He was a senior Chris-
tian studies and biblical languages 
major in Ouachita’s Pruet School of 
Christian Studies and an influential 
student leader. He served as an as-
sistant pastor of Fellowship Church 
in Arkadelphia. A prayer service was 
held on Ouachita’s campus Dec. 2, 
and a memorial service was held 
Dec. 8 at Fellowship of the Nations 
in Houston, Texas.

Milestones

Union Valley Baptist Church, 
Beebe, presented Pastor Tommy 
Miller with a new truck for Pastor 
Appreciation Day.

First Baptist Church, Weiner, 
recently honored Anna Lynn Gray 
for serving as their church pianist 
for 65 years. An appreciation dinner 
was held, and the church presented 
her with an etched wood carving of 
the music and words to “Amazing 
Grace,” Gray’s favorite hymn.

First Baptist Church, Des Arc, re-
cently honored Carolyn Kennedy 
for her 60 years as instrumentalist, 
both for piano and organ. She has 
also served as treasurer for 20 years.

Church life

On the move

Mark Smith is serving as pastor of 
First Baptist Church, Jacksonville.

To advertise in the 
Arkansas Baptist News, 

contact Nelle at 501-520-0904.



www.arkansasbaptist.org 9   Across ArkAnsAs

ChurCh ServiCeS DireCtory

Baptistries/Steeples
Construction Sales Co., Inc.
P.O. Box 1049
Magnolia, AR 71753-1049
800-526-9663  FAX: 870-234-6475
Also laminated wood arches, beams and decking

Children’s Ministry/Murals
Bible Story Murals
Katy, TX
www.biblestorymurals.com
Call toll free 800-925-3084 and learn how to receive 
50% discount on a mural. Offer: ABN-1

Church Facility Planner
Sowell Architects
1315 North Street, Suite 100
Conway, AR  72034
501-450-9633 FAX: 501-450-7228
Email: rik@sowellarchitects.com
www.sowellarchitecs.com
Master planning, site analysis
and all architectural services

The BDA Design Group, Inc.
10 North State Line Avenue, Suite 201
Texarkana, AR  71854
1-800-469-1193 Fax: 870-773-0163
Email: gsdbda@cableone.net
www.bdadesign.com
Architectural, Planning, Consulting, 
Long-Range Planning, Master Plans, 
Site-Facilities Evaluations

Clements & Associates/Architecture
507 Main Street
North Little ROck, AR  72114
501-375-3380/501-375-8231 (fax)
www.clementsarchitects.com
Architectural design and Master Planning Services,
Historic Preservation Consultants

Church Furnishings
Covenant Church Furniture
SOLID WOOD CONSTRUCTION
Ozark, MO  – 800-248-8055
Email: sales@covenantchurchfurniture.com
www.covenantchurchfurniture.com
Pews, Chairs, Chancel Furniture, Upholstery, Baptisteries, 
Steeples, Cupolas, Crosses, Theather/Auditorium Seating 
and Custom Wood Products

To place your business in the 
monthly Church Service 

Directory, contact Nelle at 
501-376-4791 ext. 5155 or 

nelle@arkansasbaptist.org.

Architectural Signs/
Message Centers
Little Rock Conway Sign Company
Conway, AR  - 501-327-4166
Email:  churchsigns@littlerockconwaysign.com
www.littlerockconwaysign.com
Changeable Copy Message Signs, LED Electronic
Message Centers, Architectural Lettering,
ADA Interior Signage, Banners – FREE CONSULTATIONS

Church Insurance
Michael B Russell, MA, MBA
Member, First Baptist Church, Springdale
Mike Russell & Associates
P.O. Box 709, Bentonville, AR 72712
877-715-5336, 479-657-6369 fax
www.protectmychurch.org   AR Ins. Lic. #185726
Non-profit - Church - Commercial - Employee Benefits

Kitchen Equipment
& Supplies
Aimco Equipment Co. 
10001 Colonel Glenn Rd.
Little Rock, AR 72204
501-228-0808

Lighting & Sound
American AVL
800-352-7222
Little Rock/Jackson/Ruston/New Orleans
Audio, Video, & Lighting Systems & Equipment
Ask about our free site needs AVL review

Playgrounds
Rusty Peoples - rusty@peopleslandscaping.com
479-769-0580, (toll-free) 866-388-1365 
Quality park-playground equip, surfacing & shades
Free design consultations
www.heartlandparks.com

Happy Birthday!
to all the missionary kids attending college who are

 celebrating birthdays in the month of January.
◆ Jan. 7: Coleson Lechner, OBU Box 4304, Arkadelphia, AR 71998-0001; 
 Mozambique. 
◆ Jan. 20: Megan Hart, OBU Box 3599, Arkadelphia, AR 71998-0001; 
 Russia. 
◆ Jan. 25: Jacob Stewart, OBU Box 4580, Arkadelphia, AR 71998-0001; 
 United Arab Emirates. 

The Maple Avenue Baptist Church, Smackover, women’s ministry recently packed ministry baskets 
for shut-ins. Baskets included items such as soap, lotion and note paper. Women’s ministry members 
range in age from teens to 90s. 

Maple Avenue women’s ministry

STAR CITY – Ava Fish Halbert, of 
Star City, died Sept. 21 at the age 
of 100. What she left behind was a 
legacy of service.

Halbert served as the pianist/or-
ganist at First Baptist Church, Star 
City, for 83 years. And she didn’t 
stop once she hit the cen-
tury mark. 

Where was she the Sun-
day after her 100th birth-
day celebration? She was 
sitting at the church organ 
playing “When They Ring 
Those Golden Bells” for 
special music.

“Hers was a life of giv-
ing and serving in a mul-
titude of ways, especially 
through her church,” said Judy Lea-
gans, Halbert’s daughter.

Along with playing for the church, 
Leagans said Halbert, who was a 
graduate of Ouachita Baptist College 
(now Ouachita Baptist University), 
served a number of years in the pre-
school Sunday school department. 

She was also a homemaker and 
schoolteacher, as well as a prayer war-
rior, shared Leagans. 

“Family and friends shared prayer 

requests with her, knowing that she 
would seriously pray about each,” she 
said. “We will especially miss her sup-
port in the prayer area.”  

Halbert and her husband, Ru-
pert, raised a family who knew what 
it meant to serve as well. Leagans and 

her sister, Charlotte Kirby, 
grew up to serve as Interna-
tional Mission Board mis-
sionaries. Their sister, Sam-
mye Fuller, serves in her 
local church.

“Our mother taught us 
by example what it means to 
live a life of humble service 
and to count it a privilege 
and joy to serve our Lord,” 
Leagans said. “She modeled 

faithfulness and selflessness, gentle-
ness and generosity. And most of all, 
there was never a day in our lives that 
we didn’t know that she loved us and 
was praying for us. We are beyond 
blessed to be her daughters and are 
forever grateful.”

Halbert was preceded in death by 
her husband of 55 years, her parents 
and six siblings. She is survived by 
three daughters, six grandchildren 
and 13 great-grandchildren.

Halbert a church musician 83 years

Halbert
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I attempted to witness to a lady 
who claimed to be an Orthodox 

atheist. She told me she did not 
want to listen to me. I asked why. 

She said, “I do not seek God be-
cause there is no God.” 

I said, “You may not be seeking 
God, but He is seeking you. The 
Bible says that Jesus came into the 
world ‘to seek and to save that which 
was lost’” (Luke 19:10, NKJV). 

She smiled and said, “Go ahead. I 
will listen to what you have to say.”

She wasn’t swayed, but she did 
listen.

Matthew 2:1-15 reveals three re-
sponses to Jesus. Herod responded 
to Jesus with hostility. Herod told 

Seeking the Savior

T he second lesson of this series 
introduced the concept of the 

Trinity. The purpose 
of the Trinity is to 
help us understand 
the nature of God. 
God is one with 
three aspects.  The 
human heart can 
help us understand 
this concept. There 
is only one heart, 
but it has many 
parts. Each part is 
separate, but not in-
dependent. The combined action of 
each part pumps the blood through 

the body and makes life possible.  
The second person of the Trinity 

is the Son, Jesus 
Christ. He is the 
Child promised 
in Isaiah where 
He is first men-
tioned in Isaiah 
7:14. Isaiah de-
clares that a vir-
gin shall become 
pregnant and 
will give birth to 
a Son. He will be 
called “Imman-

uel.” This same theme is repeated 
in chapters 8 and 9. The name Im-

manuel is not always used, but it 
is obvious that the Promised One 
is one and the same. This Son will 
have other names, but none are as 
important as Immanuel.  

There is no further mention of 
this Immanuel until the New Tes-
tament. In Matthew 1, Matthew 
– writing under the inspiration of 
the Holy Spirit, the third part of the 
Trinity – declares that a virgin will 
bear a Son. He will be called “Jesus” 
because He will save the people from 
their sins. He will be called “Imman-
uel” or “our God is with us.”  

The concept of a God who is 
with us is one of the most comfort-

ing thoughts possible. The Bible is 
a picture of a God who cares. He 
shows that He cares by being avail-
able. His deeds demonstrate a God 
who is available 24/7. He was pres-
ent at the wedding and changed the 
water into wine. He was present with 
the sick and healed them. He was 
present in times of need and fed the 
multitudes. He was present in sor-
row and changed sadness into joy.

Christmas is a time of celebra-
tion, for He who created this world 
is present today. What can He do for 
you? His presence can change your 
life. Let Him do so today. Jesus, our 
Immanuel and our God, is with us.

Jesus our Immanuel

D uring Hosea’s ministry, Israel’s 
state of spiritual and moral 

corruption was so great it could be 
summed up with two words – “har-
lotry” and “idolatry.” She had vio-
lated her covenant relationship with 
God and broken His holy Law. God 
took Israel to court (Hos. 4:1). This 
was no ordinary court case. God was 
the prosecuting attorney, jury and 
judge. God presented His case enu-
merating Israel’s sins. The verdict 
was guilty. Israel’s sentence was to 
be carried away into captivity by the 
Assyrians. God is holy and just and 
always punishes sin. However, that is 
not the end of the story.

Hosea wants us to see more than 
God on His judgment bench. He 
wants us to see God’s heart. Hosea 
uses two powerful and personal 
metaphors to describe the Lord.  In 
Hosea 1-3, God is seen as a faithful 
lover and in Hosea 11 as a loving 
parent. Hosea 11:8 (NLT) reveals 
the very heart of Israel’s Judge: “Oh, 
how can I give you up, Israel? How 
can I let you go? How can I destroy 
you like Admah or demolish you like 
Zeboiim? My heart is torn within 
me, and my compassion overflows.”  

The Lord is overcome with com-
passion. This does not mean He is 
changing His mind toward Israel’s 

sin and rebellion – Admah and Ze-
boiim were destroyed for their wick-
edness. God will 
judge Israel, but 
not to extinction. 
In His love and 
compassion, God 
will provide a fu-
ture restoration 
of His people 
(Hos. 11:9-11).

Notice Hosea 
11:8: “How can 
I give you up? ... 
How can I let you 
go? ... My heart is torn within me, 
and my compassion overflows.” 

Because we, as Christians, are se-
cure in Christ, God is never going 

to give up on us or 
let us go. Because of 
our sin, His heart 
will always be torn. 
It is wonderful to 
know He will always 
show compassion 
for us. 

“The faithful love 
of the Lord never 
ends! His mercies 
never cease. Great is 
his faithfulness; his 

mercies begin afresh each morning” 
(Lam. 3:22-23, NLT).

Remembering compassion

T he Gospel of John uses the ex-
pression “I am” many times. 

These are state-
ments that help 
us have a deeper 
u n d e r s t a n d i n g 
of who Jesus is. 
Each of them is 
connected to life. 
They are declara-
tions about things 
that are familiar to 
the people of Jesus’ 
time. They are the 
statement “I am” 
plus a declaration. One time in 
John 8:58, the statement “I AM” is 
used without a declaration. Only the 

simple statement “I AM” was used. 
This statement is connecting Jesus 

with the “I AM” of 
Exodus 3:14.

In John 10:7-16, 
Jesus says He is the 
Good Shepherd. 
He also declared 
that He is “the 
bread of life” (John 
6:35), “the light of 
the world” (John 
8:12), “the gate” 
(John 10:9), “the 
resurrection and 

the life” (John 11:25), “the way and 
the truth and the life” (John 14:6) 
and “the true vine” (John 15:1).

One other of these declarations is 
connected with being a Good Shep-
herd. It declares that Jesus is “the 
door of the sheep” (John 10:7). This 
picture helped the people of Jesus’ 
time understand who He was. If this 
had not been so, then the analogy 
would not have made sense.

Jesus declares that He is the Good 
Shepherd and that all others “are 
thieves and robbers” (John 10:8). In 
John 10, Jesus says He has come that 
we might not simply have life but 
that we might have abundant life, 
He knows His sheep, and they know 
Him. They will not follow another.

Years ago, I served as a missionary 
in the western highlands of Guate-

mala. The people raise sheep there. 
On one occasion, I witnessed two 
flocks of sheep going in opposite 
directions with one shepherd each 
leading. When these flocks came 
together, I was sure there would 
be problems. This was not so. The 
sheep knew their shepherd’s voice 
would not follow another’s voice.

There is a stained glass window 
of the Good Shepherd at the Baptist 
Hospital in Little Rock in the chapel. 
Jesus is shown carrying one of the 
sheep with others following. There 
are expressions of contentment on 
their faces. May that expression of 
satisfaction be on your face as you 
follow your Good Shepherd.

Jesus our Shepherd
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the wise men to report back with the 
location of the Child so he could 
worship Him (Matt. 2:8). Herod 
didn’t want to worship the Child; 
he wanted to kill Him. The idea that 
this Child was a King frightened 
him. He had killed one of his wives 
and three of his sons to protect his 
throne from imagined threats. When 
Herod realized he had been de-
ceived, he ordered all males in Beth-
lehem 2 years old and younger to be 
killed (Matt. 2:16). To protect Jesus, 
the Lord told Joseph in a dream to 
take his family to Egypt (Matt. 2:13-
15). There are many places in the 
world where Christians experience 
hostility and persecution for preach-

ing the gospel of Jesus Christ.
The priests and scribes responded 

to Jesus with in-
difference. Herod 
inquired of them 
where the Child 
would be born. 
They told him 
of the biblical 
prophecy that 
the Christ Child 
would be born in 
Bethlehem (Matt. 
2:3-6; Mic. 5:2). 
Why were the leaders of the Jewish 
people not seeking the Savior? They 
were more interested in knowing the 
letter of the law than the fulfillment 

of the law. This indifference is just 
as prevalent today.

The wise men had 
the right response. 
They were filled with 
joy, “fell down and 
worshiped Him” 
and presented Him 
with gifts (Matt. 
2:10-11, NKJV). 
The object of their 
seeking Jesus was so 
they could “worship 
Him” (Matt. 2:2). 

Can you image the celebration of 
praise going on in that house? Seek 
the Savior and worship Him. He is 
worthy of all worship and praise!

ExplorE thE BiBlE
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T hough God led the children of 
Israel out of the captivity and 

bondage of Egypt, time after time 
they turned away from God and 
went back to following idols. When 
they did, God brought judgment 
and destruction until they returned 
to Him. Repentance led to restora-
tion that brought prosperity. Time 
after time we see the children of Is-
rael repeating that cycle of destruc-
tion to repentance, then restoration 
to destruction. In Hosea 13, God is 
warning the people of that day that 
judgment will come to them.   

As Christians, God has led us out 
of the bondage of sin and into the 
peace of a relationship with Him. 

Restoring the repentant

T here are times when life seems 
to snowball out of control. One 

event crashes into 
you, then another 
and another. You 
feel helpless and 
sometimes alone, 
wondering when 
the snowball will 
stop. That is when 
you need to hear 
that God’s love 
for you never 
changes.

The name 
“Nahum” means “full of comfort.” 
Nahum’s message is one of judg-

ment against Nineveh and the Assyr-
ians. The Assyrians were a continual 

thorn in Judah’s 
flesh. The oppres-
sion Judah was ex-
periencing seemed 
never ending. In 
the midst of Na-
hum’s pronounce-
ment of judgment 
came a word of 
comfort, a vivid re-
minder to Judah of 
God’s relationship 
with them.

In Nahum 1:7, the prophet of 
comfort outlines three truths about 

God’s relationship with us. 
One, “The Lord is good” (Nah. 

1:7a). I believe Nahum was wanting 
the people to remember that God 
knew what they were experiencing. 
He wasn’t oblivious to their suffer-
ing, and because He’s good, He had 
always been and would continue to 
be faithful to them. Neither is God 
oblivious to what is going on in our 
lives, and we must remember that 
God is absolutely faithful to us.

Two, God is “a stronghold in the 
day of trouble” (Nah. 1:7b). The 
phrase “day of trouble” is a refer-
ence to any tragic experience of life. 
Nahum reminds us that God is a 

stronghold, a fortress behind whose 
walls we can find our only real secu-
rity in life. There will be tragedy and 
problems in life. What God prom-
ises is that when the “day of trouble” 
does come, we are so secure in Him 
that no situation in life can change 
God’s love for us.

Three, “He knows those who take 
refuge in Him” (Nah. 1:7c). Nahum 
points Judah to a relationship of 
trust in God and that God is com-
pletely sufficient to those who take 
refuge in Him. God knows you as 
intimately as He knew Judah and is 
fully sufficient to meet you when life 
snowballs out of control.

Nahum: a message of God’s judgment

W hen you are summoned to 
court for some breach of the 

law, you stand before the judge, and 
the charges are read. It is at that point 
you make your plea – guilty or not 
guilty. Upon hearing your plea, the 
judge will begin to unravel the conse-
quences of the charges and your plea 
in relation to the charges. 

While reading in Amos about the 
charges levied against the children of 
Israel, I was reminded about a time 
I had my driver’s license verified at 
a roadblock. The officer noticed my 
license had expired more than a year 
before. He issued me a ticket with a 
court date. I was not given the option 

to pay the ticket or show up in court; 
I had to appear before the judge.

I watched one person after another 
go before the judge. The judge han-
dled each case according to the appli-
cable law seeing that most appeared 
to know how the system worked and 
some even had the audacity to ques-
tion his decisions. By questioning the 
rulings, the guilty found their punish-
ment increased. Since my last name 
started with an “s,” I knew he was 
going to be primed for me. Standing 
before the judge as my charge was 
read, all I could say was, “Guilty.” 
The judge then asked me if I had re-
newed my license, to which I was able 

to answer that I had. He then said 
something I had not heard all day. 
He said, “Case dis-
missed.” 

Hearing the 
charges against 
the children of Is-
rael, we can look 
at our country 
and say, “We, too, 
are guilty.” 

We have seen 
how God has 
blessed America, 
and yet living in 
times of prosperity, many have cho-
sen to ignore God and His Law. Un-

less we repent, we too will be facing 
consequences of God’s judgment. 

God’s Word in 
2 Chronicles 7:14 
(KJV) says, “If my 
people, which are 
called by my name, 
shall humble them-
selves, and pray, 
and seek my face, 
and turn from their 
wicked ways; then 
will I hear from 
heaven, and will for-
give their sin, and 

will heal their land.” Don’t just hear 
God’s word – heed it.

Unseal the indictment! 

I f you have ever faced a tragedy or 
crisis in life, you have probably 

struggled with ques-
tions that begin with, 
“Why?” Those ques-
tions either do not 
have an answer or the 
answer is one we do 
not want to hear. The 
question of, “Why?” 
often causes us to try 
to reconcile tragedy in 
light of who we know 
God to be. Making 
sense out of tragedy 
and crisis is not easy.

Habakkuk also wrestled with the 
question of, “Why?” He struggled to 

make sense out of what was happen-
ing in Judah. In Habakkuk 1:2-3, 

you can hear 
the prophet’s 
f ru s t r a t i on . 
H a b a k k u k 
called out to 
God because 
of all the vio-
lence, but God 
was silent. Ha-
bakkuk was 
struggling be-
cause all he 
could see was 

iniquity, wickedness, destruction, 
violence, strife and contention. The 
Judah he loved was corrupt. Deprav-

ity ruled, and Habakkuk could not 
understand why the God he wor-
shipped did not come in judgment 
on the evil he witnessed.

To make matters worse, the law 
was ignored. The word “ignored” in 
this context could also mean “inef-
fective, numbed or paralyzed.” In 
verse 4, justice could not be upheld 
because the law was held hostage by 
the powerful and dishonest. Habak-
kuk has given a graphically brutal 
picture of a lawless society. Their is-
sues were not from foreign oppres-
sors but rather from internal corrup-
tion.

In verse 5, God responded to Ha-
bakkuk. In short, God said, “Habak-

kuk, just watch, wait and trust Me.” 
Habakkuk heard, in God’s response, 
that God was still sovereign, omnip-
otent and just and that God had a 
plan to deal with what was happen-
ing. God asked Habakkuk to trust 
Him.

Some of what Habakkuk de-
scribes sounds reminiscent of today. 
We look at the world around us and 
ask, “How much longer can the Lord 
tarry?” We may not always have an-
swers to, “Why?” in the midst of trag-
edy, crisis or a depraved society. But 
like Habakkuk, we can know that 
God is still omnipotent, omniscient, 
just and sovereign in every area of 
life. God asks us to trust Him.

Habakkuk: a message of faith

ExplorE thE BiBlE

January 13, 2013

Bill Scroggs 
pastor

First Baptist, Petit Jean

Scripture passages:
Amos 1:1-2; 2:6-8; 3:6-8, 13-15

BiBlE StudiES For liFE 
January 6, 2013

David McCord
pastor

First Baptist, Mena

Scripture passage:
Nahum 1:7-9

BiBlE StudiES For liFE 
January 13, 2013

David McCord
pastor

First Baptist, Mena

Scripture passage:
Habakkuk 1:1-5

The bondages we faced were differ-
ent from the shackles and chains 
they had to deal with, but they were 
just as confining, if not more de-
structive. Like the children of Israel, 
even though God delivered us, we 
have a tendency to want to wander 
back into the sin that kept us in 
bondage. 

As individuals, there is a need for 
us to repent of our sins and return 
to a right relationship with God. We 
have the prophets of the Old Testa-
ment to give us warning, just as they 
did for the people in their day. We 
also have the Holy Spirit to bring 
us to conviction, and hopefully the 
conviction leads us to repentance.

God has led us, as Americans, 
into a country where we have en-
joyed the freedom to 
worship as we please. 
The freedoms we 
have held dear have 
been so comfortable 
to us we find we have 
become complacent, 
even slack, in protect-
ing those privileges. 
Because we, as indi-
viduals, have become 
slack in protecting 
these rights collectively, our country 
is seeing these rights reduced. 

Hosea 14 indicates repentance 
and restoration to the blessings of 

God. We, as a country, need to re-
pent, asking God to restore America 

to a country that 
He can bless 
once again. 

1 John 1:9 
(NKJV) reminds 
us, “If we con-
fess our sins, He 
is faithful and 
just to forgive us 
our sins and to 
cleanse us from 
all unrighteous-

ness.” 
May we confess our sins not for 

blessing alone, but for a right rela-
tionship with God.
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