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NASHVILLE, Tenn. (BP) 
– As pubic shootings con-
tinue to make headlines, 
many churches are evalu-
ating how their facilities 
stand on security. Life-
Way Christian Resources 
is helping churches make 
safety a priority by provid-
ing free security training 
through its Ministry Grid 
platform.

“In light of current cir-
cumstances, we’ve offered 
this training to churches 
to make sure they’re pre-
pared for the unexpected 
before it happens,” said 
Chandler Vannoy, brand 
manager for Ministry 
Grid.

The free training first 
became available on Feb. 
16 – two days after the 
mass shooting at Marjory 
Stoneman Douglas High 
School in Parkland, Fla., 
that left 17 people dead 
and 14 injured. Since that 
time, more than 2,000 
people have registered for 
LifeWay’s free security 
training.

“With so many church-
es expressing interest in 
this free training offer, 
we’ve decided to extend 
the offer to May 1, 2018,” 
Vannoy said.

The free training was 
created by Brooks Security 
Consulting and includes 
topics such as: church 
safety and security, church 
security team, emergency 
response planning, lock-
down procedures and 
responding to an active 
shooting.

Dale Brooks, who is fea-
tured in the training, has 
recorded more than 20 
videos with LifeWay on 
safety and security topics 
for churches.

To access the free train-
ing, log into MinistryGrid.
com with your LifeWay 
ID or register for a free ac-
count and then click the 
“Add to My Tasks” button 
in the description to get 
started.

For more ABN Digest, go to 
arkansasbaptist.org/abn-digest

LifeWay provides free 
church security training

Williams Baptist names
Norman as 7th president
WALNUT RIDGE – Stan 
Norman, who has served the 
past nine years as provost and 
executive vice president at 
Oklahoma Baptist University, 
has been named the seventh 
president of Williams Baptist 
College (WBC). 

The announcement of Nor-
man’s hiring was made March 
16 following a five-month 
search process. He begins his 
duties April 2.

“I am incredibly honored 
by this selection and truly 
humbled at the graciousness 
of God to lead the Williams 
Board of Trustees to invite Joy 
and me to serve at Williams 
Baptist University (WBU).* 
Six other men have served the 
Lord faithfully as president of 
WBU, and I recognize that I 
will stand on their shoulders 
and that my efforts will benefit 
from their sacrificial service 
and contributions,” Norman 
said.

Norman has worked in 
Baptist higher education since 
1996 as both a professor and 
administrator, and he previ-
ously served as a pastor of 
three churches in Texas.

David Dockery, former 
president of Union University 
in Jackson, Tenn., nominated 
Norman for the presidency at 
Williams and voiced excite-
ment at his selection.

“Stan Norman is a gifted ed-
ucator and faithful Christ fol-
lower who will serve well the 
Williams Baptist community 
as well as Arkansas Baptists,” 
Dockery said.

J.D. “Sonny” Tucker, ex-
ecutive director of the Arkan-
sas Baptist State Convention 
(ABSC), which owns and op-
erates Williams, extended a 
warm welcome to Norman.

“I am incredibly excited 
about Stan Norman joining 
Williams Baptist University 
and the Arkansas Baptist fam-
ily. Stan is a delightful person 
who brings strong leadership 
skills and an impressive back-
ground to the helm of WBU. 
Stan’s wife, Joy, is a gracious, 
wonderful lady and will be 
well-received by the universi-
ty’s family and this state.  Stan 
will continue and build upon 
the impressive work of WBU’s 
previous presidents and lead 
the university to continued 
significant kingdom impact,” 
Tucker said.

Williams’ presidential  
search committee was led by 
Bob Magee, music professor 
and chair of the department 
of fine arts. 

“Our committee was look-
ing for someone with extensive 
leadership and administrative 
qualities, as well as experience 
in an academic setting. Dr. 

Norman’s years at Criswell 
College, Charleston South-
ern University, New Orleans 
Baptist Theological Seminary, 
Southwest Baptist University 
and Oklahoma Baptist Uni-
versity assured us that he was 
well-qualified,” Magee said.

Norman earned his bache-
lor’s degree at Criswell College 
in Dallas, and has both a Mas-
ter of Divinity and a Doctor of 
Philosophy in systematic theol-
ogy from Southwestern Baptist 
Theological Seminary in Fort 
Worth.

He said he will strive to 
maintain and build upon the 
Christian commitment at the 
heart of Williams.

“In this regard, I will work 
to enhance the vibrant, rele-
vant mission of the university. 
I intend to develop strategic 
plans and structures to en-
sure the ongoing viability and 
growth of Williams,” said Nor-
man. “I will also work to iden-
tify and implement initiatives 
and programs that creatively 
and effectively expand the in-
fluence and impact of the uni-
versity regionally and globally.” 

The new Williams presi-
dent said he will also work 
to learn the overall opera-
tions at Williams as quickly 
as possible, and he wants to 
launch a collaborative effort 
to develop goals for the next 

three to five years.
“I hope to work with the 

WBU community to strength-
en and grow the efforts of the 
university to transform the 
lives of students to embrace 
their vocations as callings of 
excellence and … view their 
vocations as platforms for min-
istry and witness,” he said.

Norman is a Durant, Okla., 
native. He and his wife, Joy, 
have three grown sons. He re-
places Tom Jones, who served 
as president for five and a half 
years before leaving for a posi-
tion with the California Bap-
tist Foundation last fall.

Williams is a Christian, lib-
eral arts university in Walnut 
Ridge, offering more than 25 
majors across a broad spec-
trum of academic disciplines.  
Founded in 1941, Williams 
has an average fall enrollment 
of 500 students.

*Williams Baptist is transi-
tioning its name to Williams Bap-
tist University, a process which is 
expected to be completed this sum-
mer.

Yarbrough elected to lead editors’ group

Yarbrough

Norman

GALVESTON, Texas – Tim 
Yarbrough, editor/executive 
director of the Arkansas Baptist 
News (ABN), was officially in-
stalled as president of the As-
sociation of State Baptist Pub-
lications (ASBP) at the group’s 
annual meeting held Feb. 
12-15 in Galveston, Texas.

He will serve as president 
until February 2019 when the 
group meets in Charleston, 
S.C.

Yarbrough is the fifth edi-
tor of the ABN to serve in 
the capacity since the ASBP’s 
founding in 1895. Other ABN 
editors to serve as president 
were C.E. Bryant, 1947; B. H. 
Duncan, 1953; E. L. “Erwin” 
McDonald, 1966, and J. Ever-
ett Sneed, 1985. Trennis Hen-

derson, a former ABN editor, 
also served as president of the 
organization in 2005 during 
his tenure as editor of the (Ky.) 
Western Recorder.

Also at the meet-
ing, Margaret Colson, 
writer/copy editor for 
the ABN, was named 
interim executive sec-
retary of the ASBP, 
replacing Bob Terry, 
longtime editor of The 
Alabama Baptist and 
ASBP executive secre-
tary, who is retiring in 
2018. In addition to serving at 
the ABN, Colson is executive 
director of the Baptist Com-
municators Association and 
a freelance writer for various 
publications, including The 

Atlanta Journal-Constitution.
“In many ways, state Baptist 

newspapers represent the heart 
and soul of our beloved South-
ern Baptist denomination,” 

said Yarbrough. “It 
is an honor to be 
chosen to represent 
the ASBP, which has 
such a long and dis-
tinguished history of 
helping advance the 
cause of Jesus Christ 
– while upholding 

the highest standards 
of religious journal-

ism.”
Yarbrough, who previously 

served on the staff of the Ar-
kansas Democrat (now the Dem-
ocrat-Gazette) in Little Rock, 
as well as numerous daily and 

weekly newspapers, was elect-
ed editor of the ABN in Sep-
tember 2010, officially taking 
the helm of the newspaper in 
January 2011. 

He was previously director 
of church relations and Acts 
1:8 Challenge coordinator at 
the North American Mission 
Board (NAMB) in Alpharetta, 
Ga., from 2002 to 2010. Prior 
to serving at NAMB, Yar-
brough was team leader of the 
communications and technol-
ogy team at the Missouri Bap-
tist Convention from 1995 to 
2002. Yarbrough was editor 
for Baptist Young Men’s mate-
rials and World Changers for 
the Southern Baptist Brother-
hood Commission from 1989 
to 1995.
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‘Inspire’ challenge: ‘Live redeemed’
Jonathan Edwards Center
to open at Gateway Sem.

ONTARIO, Calif. (BP) 
– A Jonathan Edwards 
Center will be established 
at Gateway Seminary, Jeff 
Iorg, the Southern Baptist 
entity’s president, has an-
nounced for the Los An-
geles-area Ontario campus.

The center, or JEC, 
will be affiliated with the 
Jonathan Edwards Center 
at Yale University in New 
Haven, Conn. An agree-
ment between the two 
institutions was signed in 
October.

“The JEC at Gateway 
Seminary will serve as a 
research, education and 
publications hub for the 
study of Edwards and his 
connection with Baptist 
history,” Iorg said. “We 
expect to officially open 
the center in the Gateway 
Seminary library some-
time in 2018.”

The JEC at Gateway 
will be the third in the 
U.S., joining the one at 
Yale and one at Trinity In-
ternational University in 
the Chicago area. World-
wide, there are 11 such 
centers.

Edwards (1703-1758), 
a key figure in the First 
Great Awakening of the 
1730s and 1740s, was a 
Congregationalist pastor 
in New England, revivalist, 
theologian/philosopher, 
missionary and president 
of what is now Princeton 
University. Widely regard-
ed as one of America’s 
greatest theologians, he is 
the subject of scholarly in-
terest due to the legacy he 
left on America’s religious, 
political and intellectual 
landscapes.

Edwards’ writings, such 
as his sermon, “Sinners 
in the Hands of an Angry 
God,” are consulted by re-
ligious leaders, pastors and 
churches worldwide be-
cause of the fervency of his 
message and the acumen 
with which he appraised 
religious experience.

Margaret Colson
Arkansas Baptist News

CONWAY – About 650 
women from across Arkansas 
were challenged to “live re-
deemed” at the fifth annual 
Inspire women’s conference 
held March 10 at Central Bap-
tist Church in Conway.

“Inspire 2018 was a special 
day for the women of Arkan-
sas,” said Andrea Lennon, 
women’s ministry special-
ist for the Arkansas Baptist 
State Convention (ABSC), 
and member of the ABSC’s 
evangelism and church health 
team.

“We looked at the topic of 
redemption and learned how 
to live redeemed in every area 
of our lives. The women were 
encouraged to pursue a thriv-
ing love relationship with Jesus 
that is full, free and abundant. 
One theme came up over and 
over again: Know your redemp-
tion story and boldly share it!” 
she said.

Keynote speaker Marian 
Jordan Ellis focused on the 
conference theme, Redeemed, 

and the key biblical passage, 
Matthew 7:24-27, saying, 
“The storms of life are going 
to come, and the enemy is 
going to come after you, but 
he doesn’t have to knock you 
down! Stand on Jesus, the 
Solid Rock!”

Some participants attended 
Inspire for the first time this 
year, while others have been at-
tending Inspire since its launch 
in 2014. Whether a first-time 
attendee or an “every-time” 
attendee, participants shared 
enthusiasm and gratefulness 
for the annual event.

Attendee Amy Daniel from 
First Baptist Church, Boonev-
ille, said, “Inspire leads women 
to be real, transparent and up-
front with their faith. It chal-
lenges women to dig deeper 
into the Word and encour-
ages real, God-centered friend-
ships.” 

Virginia Benton from Sec-
ond Baptist Church, Conway, 
agreed, saying, “I love seeing 
women take time out of their 
crazy schedules to come to-
gether to sing, fellowship and 
praise the Lord. This year 

Inspire featured powerful re-
demption stories. I listened as 
the speakers laid out their bro-
kenness before all and shared 
how God took their lives, their 
pains, their mistakes and sins 
and wrapped them in the re-
deeming robe of His righteous-
ness. As only He can, He took 
the ugly and made it beautiful. 
Every year, I think Inspire gets 
better and better, and I can’t 
wait for next year!” 

In addition to hearing from 
Ellis, participants were led in 
worship by Cory and Stepha-
nie Epps, from First Baptist 
Church, Benton, and attended 
a variety of practical breakout 
sessions.

Each year, Inspire partici-
pants focus on a ministry proj-
ect, bringing items to support 
a specific ministry. This year’s 

Amy Hannon, host of KNWA’s Cooking Today, leads a breakout session titled, “Living 
Redeemed to Love, Welcome & Serve,” during the Inspire women’s conference March 
10 at Central Baptist Church, Conway. Photo by Caleb Yarbrough

800 attend apologetics/leadership conf.
Lisa Falknor
Special to the ABN

CONWAY – He put on his 
“atheist glasses.” 

Nationally known apologet-
ics speaker and author Sean 
McDowell stood on the Uni-
versity of Central Arkansas 
Ida Auditorium stage fielding 
questions from more than 800 
college students, high school 
students and young profession-
als as part of Lead>Defend, an 
apologetics/leadership confer-
ence held March 3. 

“Once I put these glasses 
on, I am role-playing as an 
atheist,” he said. “Ask me any 
question you want.” About 50 
hands went up.  

“Do you believe in absolute 
truth?” asked one student. 

“Define what you mean by 
absolute truth,” McDowell 
said.  

“Why do you feel guilty 
about your sin?” asked anoth-
er. 

“Who said I felt guilty about 
my sin?” McDowell shot back. 

“What’s after death?”
“No soul exists. Once life is 

over, you’re done.” 

After the Q-and-A, McDow-
ell asked the audience about 
how they thought those ques-
tioning the “atheist” treated 
him. Someone coined a term 
to describe the atmosphere:  
“hos-mental – a cross between 
hostile and judgmental.” 

McDowell quoted 1 Corin-
thians 13:2: “If I have the gift 
of prophecy ... but do not have 
love, I am nothing.” 

“This is one of my favorite 
things to do; I could do this 
every day,” said Andrew Hood, 
a junior at Russellville High 
School. Hood said he saw Mc-
Dowell do this same atheist 
encounter exchange at Super 
Summer 2017. 

“I never realized how many 
viewpoints an atheist can have. 
It makes you think deeper. I 
have an atheist in my first pe-
riod (class). This has helped 
me see that to set an example 
is hard.” Hood said it shows 
what a “grave effect” his wit-
ness can have on others. “I do 
not think about it enough.”  

The Lead>Defend Confer-
ence is designed to teach stu-
dents: 1) how to easily transi-
tion from high school to col-

lege, 2) how to be leaders on 
school campuses and 3) how 
to defend their faith in Christ. 

“The great thing we can do 
for college students is to teach 
them to think Christianly 
– with a heavy emphasis on 
thinking,” said David James, 
team leader of the college and 
young leaders team at the Ar-
kansas Baptist State Conven-
tion (ABSC), which sponsored 
the event.

“Many of our students are 

Christians, but many students 
don’t think critically,” said 
James.

Teaching his youth to think 
critically is the main reason 
Sam Chaney, an interim pas-
tor, attended the conference.

Chaney, 24, said about 
30 attend his church “on a 
good Sunday,” brought four 
high school students to the 
Lead>Defend.

Sean McDowell, a nationally known apologist and professor, speaks to a room full of 
high school students, college students and young professionals during the Arkansas 
Baptist State Convention’s Lead/Defend conference March 3 on the campus of the 
University of Central Arkansas in Conway. Photo by Caleb Yarbrough

See INSPIRE page 6

See LEAD page 9
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Editorial&Opinion “Always be prepared to give an answer 
to everyone who asks you to give the 

reason for the hope that you have...”

 1 Peter 3:15 (NIV)

Hawking, Behar and the theology of the intellect
“God is the name people 

give to the reason we are here. 
But I think that reason is the 
laws of physics rather than 
someone with whom one can 
have a person-
al relationship. 
An impersonal 
God.”

A second 
event was TV 
personality Joy Behar’s mock-
ing of Vice President Mike 
Pence’s Christian faith and 
suggesting that his religious 
views made him mentally ill.

Behar, who has since apolo-
gized to Pence, said, “It’s one 
thing to talk to Jesus. It’s an-
other thing when Jesus talks 
to you. That’s called mental 
illness, if I’m not correct, 
hearing voices.”

Paul, in his first letter to the 
church at Corinth, addressed 
sinful man’s understanding of 
God in 1 Corinthians 1:18--
2:16 (ESV).

Paul said through reason 
human beings may be able to 
understand what God has re-
vealed in His Word – but the 
truth of the Word of God can 

T wo events the past 
several weeks should re-

mind followers of Jesus Christ 
that they are residents of an 
increasingly secularized and 
sinful world.

The most recent event was 
the death of physicist and 
atheist Stephen Hawking.

In a 2014 interview with 
the Spanish publication, El 
Mundo, Hawking explained 
why he does not believe in 
God.

“In the past, before we 
understood science, it was 
logical to believe that God 
created the universe. But now 
science offers a more con-
vincing explanation. What 
I meant when I said that we 
would know ‘the mind of 
God’ was that we would un-
derstand everything that God 
would be able to understand 
if it existed. But there is no 
God. I’m an atheist. Religion 
believes in miracles, but they 
are not compatible with sci-
ence,” he said.

Following the release of his 
book, “The Grand Design,” 
Hawking said:

Cartoon by Gary Thomas
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Tim Yarbrough
Phil. 3:14
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only be understood through 
His Spirit.

 “The natural person does 
not accept the things of the 
Spirit of God, for they are 

folly to him, 
and he is not 
able to under-
stand them be-
cause they are 
spiritually dis-

cerned” (1 Cor. 2:14, ESV).
Essentially, what Paul was 

saying is that the unbeliever 
can understand the Bible, but 
it’s foolishness in his valua-
tion.

In the previously men-
tioned incidents, two indi-
viduals – one, a brilliant sci-
entist, and the other, a liberal 
talk show host – through 
their intellect had no trouble 

understanding what the Bible 
says, but they dismissed what 
it says as foolishness.

Therefore, apart from the 
Spirit, human beings think 
the Bible is nonsense and 
foolishness; but when you 
have the Spirit, you know that 
the Bible is the truth of God 
and the reality of God.

Of course, another issue is 
the deception of our present 
age through the mass media – 
which provides a platform for 
“thinkers” like Hawking and 
Behar to influence the hearts 
of literally millions and mil-
lions of people.

The wisdom many people 
see and hear in mainstream 
media comes from man and 
not from God, which Paul 
also addressed.

“Let no one deceive him-
self. If anyone among you 
thinks that he is wise in 
this age, let him become a 
fool that he may become 
wise. For the wisdom of this 
world is folly with God. For 
it is written, ‘He catches the 
wise in their craftiness,’ and 
again, ‘The Lord knows the 
thoughts of the wise, that they 
are futile’” (1 Cor. 3:18-20, 
ESV).

Our mission as Christians 
is to strive to live lives worthy 
of the name of Jesus Christ, 
so we are “always being pre-
pared to make a defense to 
anyone who asks you for a 
reason for the hope that is in 
you” (1 Pet. 3:15, ESV).

Tim Yarbrough is editor/execu-
tive director of the ABN.

The purpose and mission
of the Arkansas Baptist News

The Arkansas Baptist News (ABN) exists to assist 
Kingdom work by informing, inspiring and involving 
Arkansas Baptists through meeting needs of people, 

spreading the gospel, making disciples and growing God’s 
work in Arkansas and beyond.

As the largest religious publication in the state, the ABN
strives for journalistic integrity, fairness and balance in its 

reporting of Baptist and evangelical news.

We advocate for the cause of Jesus Christ.
We report the news based on our Christian worldview.

We uphold high standards of journalism
and Christian ethics.



www.arkansasbaptist.org 5

to soundly reject this power 
grab.  

Why should the state’s vot-
ers be asked to impose some-
thing as destructive as casino 
gambling on their neighbors 
in Jefferson, Pope, Garland 
and Crittenden counties – 
when in all likelihood the 
voters in those counties do 
not want casino gambling or 

expanded ca-
sino gambling? 
After all, who 
will have to 
cover the ma-
jority of the 

social, moral and economic 
costs that the predatory 
nature of casino gambling 
will create in those counties? 
Those local residents will 
carry the lion’s share of the 
burden. We must not do that 
to our fellow Arkansans. It 
would be wrong in each and 
every respect.        

If and when the Arkansas 
attorney general approves the 
language of the proposal, the 
sponsors of the measure will 
begin gathering signatures of 
the state’s registered voters in 

More casinos not good for Ark.

T his verse, one of Paul’s commandments to the Phi-
lippians, often raises concern among Christians. 

The first half of the verse emphasizes a Christian’s deeds; 
the second half suggests a state of nervousness. Put to-
gether, the verse implies a dangerous ethical tightrope that 
believers must walk in order to maintain their salvation.  

In order to understand the verse, it’s best to discover 
its context. First, Paul indicated in his other letters that 

actions do not save an 
individual. Paul not only 
boldly stated that salvation 
is by grace alone (Eph. 2:5, 
8-9), but also insisted that 
no human accomplish-

ment provides salvation (Phil. 3:3-8). 
Second, the phrase, “with fear and trembling,” occurs 

three other times in Paul’s writings (1 Cor. 2:3; 2 Cor. 
7:15; Eph. 6:5), and nowhere else in the New Testament. 
In these other instances, the phrase implies a certain at-
titude one should have for another: the ability to take oth-
ers seriously. As the writer of Ecclesiastes told his readers 
to “guard [their] steps” when they went to the house of 
God (Eccl. 5:1), Paul told the Philippian church to do the 
same with God.

What Paul appears to be saying, then, is that the salva-
tion which God has granted and placed in the Christian 
must now manifest itself through the Christian’s own life. 
Works certainly do not save the individual, but they must 
accompany salvation as a sign of belief (Eph. 2:10). By 
faithfully walking in the Spirit (Gal. 5:16), Christians will 
indeed work out their salvation (Phil. 2:13).

Paul’s exhortation, then, is for Christians to take their 
salvation seriously, so much so that it permeates their en-
tire lives and is evident in who they are and what they do. 
Salvation is a serious gift that is worth living. 

Ken Gore is professor of biblical studies at Dallas Baptist Uni-
versity. Send your questions to tim@arkansasbaptist.org.

Baptists Ask
Ken Gore

What does it mean to ‘work out your 
salvation with fear and trembling’ 

(Phil. 2:12, NIV)?

Ouachita invests in students

See LETTERS page 6

A group called the Driv-
ing Arkansas Forward 

ballot question committee is 
proposing a casino gambling 
amendment and is in the 
process of qualifying it for the 
November general election. 

The amendment in its cur-
rent form would authorize 
one casino each in Jefferson 
and Pope counties. Addi-
tionally, the 
amendment 
would grant 
Oaklawn Park 
in Hot Springs 
and Southland 
Greyhound Park in West 
Memphis the rights to oper-
ate full-blown casinos. Pres-
ently, the two tracks conduct 
virtual casinos in the guise of 
so-called electronic games of 
skill.  

The amendment will desig-
nate four counties for casinos 
or expanded casinos. In none 
of those four counties would 
residents have any greater say 
in the decision than any other 
voter in the state. That fact 
alone raises enough of an eq-
uitable and fairness objection 

order to certify the measure 
for the ballot. To qualify, peti-
tions must be submitted to 
the Arkansas secretary of state 
by July 6 with at least 85,000 
valid signatures of Arkansas 
registered voters.

The private group pushing 
the casino amendment calls 
itself the Driving Arkansas 
Forward committee because 
it has written a provision 
into the amendment that 
will earmark a portion of the 
tax revenue generated by the 
casinos to the state’s Depart-
ment of Transportation fund. 
We shouldn’t allow ourselves 
to be fooled. The additional 
casino gambling’s attendant 
crime, social upheaval and 
economic disruption will cost 
far, far more than the paltry 
tax revenue it generates.  

It is very early in the 
process, but from all ap-
pearances, this most recent 
attempt to bring more casino 
gambling to Arkansas is a seri-
ous one – one that is and will 
continue to be well-funded, 

W hat’s the best invest-
ment you’ve ever 

made? Was it a house? Your 
child’s education? Maybe a 
business that you started? 

I worked as a financial plan-
ner for several years, so when 
I hear the term “invested,” 
my mind gravitates toward 
some type of financial prod-
uct. Stocks, 
bonds, mu-
tual funds – 
it’s important 
to make wise 
investment 
decisions to achieve financial 
goals. 

However, the term “invest-
ed” can also take on a variety 
of other meanings. We might 
invest in a career, cause or 
person. 

At Ouachita, we often talk 
about investing in students. 
The personal investment by 
faculty and staff into students’ 
lives is one of the things that 
makes Ouachita unique. 
It’s a practice I regularly see 
modeled by colleagues, some 
of whom have been at it for 
more than 30 years – talk 
about being invested! Others 
in the Ouachita community 

invest in a variety of ways: Do-
nors generously give of their 
financial resources; advisory 
board members invest their 
time and expertise; alumni 
offer their prayers and per-
sonal support. 

One opportunity I have to 
invest in students is as advi-
sor to the Eddie and Phyllis 

Ary Student 
Investment 
Fund. The 
Ary Fund 
is a stock 
portfolio of 

Ouachita investment funds 
that is currently valued at 
about $1.2 million. Every year 
we select a group of senior 
finance students to form a 
team of analysts who meet 
weekly to manage the portfo-
lio. Each analyst is responsible 
for monitoring a sector of the 
economy and making recom-
mendations to the team. They 
take it seriously, and they do a 
terrific job!

Being part of the Ary Fund 
team is a natural way for 
students to apply investing 
strategies to real money. But 
that’s just one of the benefits. 
In March they travel to New 

York to hear from top money 
managers at a professional 
conference. They also learn 
to communicate and defend 
their recommendations while 
working together as a team. 

Members of the Ary Fund 
team are aware of the fact 
that the money they manage 
is not their own. Because 
they are investing university 
funds, they screen out stocks 
inconsistent with Ouachita’s 
mission. In short, their pur-
pose shapes their investment 
decisions. 

Shouldn’t the same be true 
of our investments in others? 

God may choose to bless 
us with immediate rewards 
when we invest in others. At 
other times, we may not see 
an impact until years later, if 
at all. Either way, the good 
news is that the results aren’t 
up to us, and He is able to do 
“exceeding abundantly above 
all that we ask or think” (Eph. 
3:20, KJV). 

Chris Brune is chair and as-
sociate professor of finance in the 
department of accounting and 
finance in Hickingbotham School 
of Business at Ouachita Baptist 
University.

Ouachita 
Baptist
Chris Brune 

Letters to the Editor

Faith & Ethics
Larry Page

See CASINOS page 6

Support Ark. Right to Life

You may recall that back in 
January of this year the bishop 
of the Catholic Diocese of 
Arkansas disagreed with the 
choice of the Arkansas Right 
to Life’s keynote speaker for 
the annual March for Life, 
Attorney General Leslie Rut-
ledge, and asked that Catho-
lics not attend. 

As a result, attendance for 
the march was indeed down 
from previous years. It has 
now come to my attention that 
the Roman Catholic Church 
of Arkansas has gone a step 
further by withdrawing their 
annual funding of Arkansas 
Right to Life. This is a con-
siderable blow to the available 
income for not only operating 
expenses of the office, but also 
for keeping members and state 
chapters up-to-date on news 

from National Right to Life in 
Washington, D.C.

Arkansas Right to Life is a 
non-profit entity and depends 
on contributions from church-
es and individuals throughout 
the state of Arkansas. My own 
church, Old Austin Baptist 
Church in Austin, is one such 
church. I am “proudly pro-
life,” and I call on all Southern 
Baptist churches in Arkansas 
to stand up and declare that 
you are “proudly pro-life!” as 
well. [You may] perhaps even 
consider including a donation 
to Arkansas Right to Life in 
your monthly and/or yearly 
budgets to offset the monetary 
loss of revenue this year; how-
ever, do not take away from 
any pregnancy counseling cen-
ters or pro-life chapters in your 
city to do so.
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DR volunteers help small town in tornado recovery

continued from page 5
LETTERS

Arkansas Right to Life is 
our voice against the legal 
slaughter of innocent children 
every day, month and year here 
in Arkansas. While we may 
not be able to abolish Roe v. 
Wade from the United States, 
we can drive abortion clinics 
out of Arkansas. To see how 
you can help, visit artl.org.

If you can do nothing else, 
please pray for victory over 
abortion. This is perhaps our 
greatest need. The lives of un-
born children are depending 
on all of us.

June Morgan
Austin

Meeks’ column ‘encouraging’

Chad Meeks’ column in 
the March 8 edition of Arkan-
sas Baptist News, “Wading into 
‘Deep Waters,’” was so very 

encouraging and timely. Far 
too many Christians are un-
informed regarding Bible doc-
trine and unable to defend the 
faith in our secular humanist 
culture. When one looks back 
on the theology of Baptists 
(particularly the founding fa-
thers of The Southern Baptist 
Theological Seminary in 1859, 
such as James P. Boyce, John 
A. Broadus, Basil Manly Jr. 
and William Williams), one 
sees immediately the shallow-
ness of what passes for Baptist 
doctrine today.

As Christians attempt to 
reach people with the gospel, 
emotions are often appealed to 
more than the mind, with the 
result that most decisions for 
Christ die on the vine without 
producing any fruit. Emotions 
are notoriously fickle, but a 
convert to Christ who has 
been taught the Bible in depth 
can defend it and will be a 
much better Christian soldier. 
In Hebrews 5:11-14 Christians 
are reproved for being dull and 
immature in understanding 

Christ and the Old Testament. 
We need meat, not milk.

It is little wonder that many 
drop out of church, especially 
young people. Evolutionary 
humanism is pervasive in our 
culture, and most churches do 
little, if anything, to address 
its attack on the Bible. Most 
Christian colleges have com-
promised Genesis chapters 
1-11 to accommodate evolu-
tionary geology and other dis-
ciplines that are built on that 
foundation.

Much time is spent pray-
ing for revival (which is good), 
but I doubt it will come until 
the church as a whole takes 
the Bible seriously and rises 
to meet the secular worldview 
that is destroying so many 
lives. Cedar Heights Baptist 
Church in North Little Rock 
is blessed to have a man who 
knows the times and is willing 
to do what is necessary to meet 
the challenges.

Larry Fisher
Beebe

manned by experienced po-
litical consultants and smart 
public relations professionals, 
and supported with extensive, 
slick television, radio, print 
and direct-mail advertising.  

Our goal at the Arkansas 
Faith and Ethics Council will 
be to inform, motivate, equip 
and coordinate the efforts of 

our grass-roots network, of 
which I hope you and your 
church are a part.  This strat-
egy has worked in the past, 
and I trust it will again if we 
all will do our part. More to 
come on this issue, so stay 
tuned.

Larry Page is executive direc-
tor of the Arkansas Faith and 
Ethics Council. Page speaks in 
churches about social and moral 
issues. For more information visit 
arfaith.org or email Page at llp@
arfaith.org.

continued from page 5
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focus was on Conway Ministry 
Center, with the center’s di-
rector, Spring Hunter, sharing 
her redemption story during 
the conference. 

The annual ministry proj-
ect “offers a great way for the 
women of Arkansas to love on 
and support a ministry that is 
seeking to meet tangible needs 
as well as spiritual needs in the 
lives of others,” said Lennon. 

Members of the Inspire 
leadership team are: Amy 
Daniel, First Baptist Church, 
Booneville; Shari Edwards, 

continued from page 3
INSPIRE Park Hill Baptist Church, 

North Little Rock; Sally Hen-
nard, First Baptist Church, 
De Queen; Jennifer Jasper, 
First Baptist Church, Dumas; 
Laurie Orman, First Baptist 
Church, Bentonville; Ann 
Rice, First Baptist Church, 
Little Rock; Lisa Jones, Beech 
Street First Baptist Church, 
Texarkana; Betsy Stivers, Wal-
nut Street Baptist Church, 
Jonesboro, and Shelly Chan-
dler, Central Baptist Church, 
Conway.

Inspire 2019 is scheduled 
for March 9 at First Baptist 
Church, Russellville.

Contact Margaret Colson at 
margaret@arkansasbaptist.org.

KEISER – Another small com-
munity has felt the touch of 
the long arm of Arkansas Bap-
tist disaster relief (DR) in the 
aftermath of a tornado.

Following destruction from 
an EF-1 tornado Feb. 24, the 
city of Keiser, located just west 
of Interstate 55 in northeast 
Arkansas, saw dozens of vol-
unteers converge on the area 
to assist residents in recovery 
efforts.

Keiser Mayor Sandra Smith 
told KAIT-TV the town was 
“blessed” by the work of volun-
teers who worked to clear de-
bris-littered yards and streets.

“It’s just been overwhelm-
ing,” Smith told the Jonesboro 
TV station. “But overwhelm-
ing in a good way.”

The tornado brought 90 
mile-per-hour winds, severely 
damaged two businesses – in-
cluding The Keiser Supply 
Company – the local library 
and numerous houses in the 
area. No one was reported in-
jured.

Area resident Gary Gardner 
and his family were at home 
during the tornado, taking 

shelter in a storm room of 
their house.

“There were eight of us in 
there, and when they called for 
bad weather, we got over there 
and got inside of it. Thank 
goodness we had that," Gard-
ner told localmemphis.com. 
“And if you're not scared of a 
storm, it's because you proba-
bly haven't been close to one.”

In addition to DR volun-
teers, the Arkansas Depart-
ment of Correction and Mis-
sissippi County Jail sent in-
mates to Keiser to help with 
cleanup, according to media 
reports.

Jay Paul Woods, DR inci-
dent commander, told KAIT 
that initial work of DR volun-
teers was making sure all dam-
aged houses were covered and 
in the dry before more rain 
moved into the area.

“(W)e get to pray with every-
body at every house we go to,” 
Woods said. “The work is just 
a bonus for the people that we 
do it for. The spreading of the 
Word and the love of Jesus and 
the gospel is what the goal is.”

Woods added in his inter-

view with KAIT that he does 
not believe the tornado hitting 
the Keiser community was an 
accident.

“The town is 800 people 
in the middle of nowhere. 

Fields completely surround 
it, but the tornado came right 
through here,” he said. “God's 
hand was in that. Nobody got 
hurt. There were no injuries. 
And He brought us and other 

organizations in that were able 
to show the love of Jesus to 
them. There’s not a doubt in 
my mind that, at some point 
here soon, revival is going to 
start in this town.”

SAMSON IN BRANSON – Members of the media from across the U.S. participate in a behind-the-scenes tour of the Sight & 
Sound Theatre in Branson, Mo., prior to the debut of the theatrical production of the 3,000-year-old story of  “Samson” to the 
public March 3. Members of the media, community leaders and guests were on hand Friday, March 2, for a preview performance 
of the production, which is a musical based on the biblical story told in four chapters of the book of Judges. The show, which 
features spectacular sets and special effects, employs 44 actors and features 34 animals. The production runs through Dec. 29. 
Photo by Tim Yarbrough
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Caleb Yarbrough
Arkansas Baptist News

LITTLE ROCK – In the 
final days of 2017 Congress 
approved a bill that includes 
the most sweeping changes to 
the United States’ tax code in 
more than 30 years. 

At more than 1,100 pages 
in length, the Tax 
Cuts and Jobs Act of 
2017 is a lot to digest. 
While most of us are 
not going to take the 
time to read the act, 
we still need to know 
how it affects us.

There are five 
major federal tax code 
changes that everyone 
should understand, according 
to Eric Davis, treasurer and 
chief operating officer of the 
Arkansas Baptist Foundation.

The first is that standard de-
ductions, the basic deduction 
received in place of itemized 
deductions, almost doubles.

Standard deductions 
go from $6,500 for single, 
$13,000 for joint and $9,550 
for head of household filing in 
2017 to $12,000, $24,000 and 
$18,000 respectively in 2018. 
It should be noted, however, 
that the personal exemption 
of $4,150 per taxpayer and 
dependent is completely going 
away in 2018.

While the personal exemp-
tion is gone, the child tax cred-
it goes from $1,000 per child 

in 2017 to $2,000 in 2018. 
There is also a new $500 cred-
it for those with non-child de-
pendents. The phase-out point 
for these deductions is also 
raised from $75,000 (adjusted 
gross income) to $200,000 for 
single filers and from $110,000 
to $400,000 for joint filers. 

The second is that tax rates 
and brackets are 
changing. Most tax 
rates, except the low-
est 10 percent rate 
and second highest 
37 percent rate, will 
see a cut from 2017 to 
2018. 

The way income 
aligns within the 
brackets also changes. 

For many, this will mean a 
lower tax rate as the cut-off 
points for each bracket start 
lower and either extend longer 
or bump the taxpayer to the 
next bracket, which offers a 
lower rate than before.

For instance, if a married 
couple without children or 
dependents files jointly with a 
combined income of $80,000, 
in 2017 they would pay 10 per-
cent on the first $19,050, 15 
percent from $19,051-$77,400 
and 25 percent above $77,400. 
In 2018 the amount of money 
does not change in these 
brackets, however, the rates 
are 10 percent, 12 percent and 
22 percent. Before standard or 
itemized deductions, credits 
and other variables, this means 

this couple’s taxes would go 
from $11,307.40 in 2017 to 
$9,478.90 in 2018.

The third change to be 
aware of in 2018 is that “C” 
corporation tax rates go from 
a range of 15-35 percent to a 
flat 21 percent. This is only for 
C corporations and does not 
apply to other corporations, 
according to Davis.

According to brookings.
edu, the previous tax code en-
couraged businesses (95 per-
cent of those in 2014) to forgo 
the C corporation in favor of 
“pass-throughs,” allowing busi-
nesses to be taxed at individual 
income rates.

With the new rate of 21 per-
cent, C corporations could be-
come a better option for many 
businesses, including small 
businesses, to shelter their in-
come and avoid taxes.

The fourth notable change 
for 2018 is that for those who 
itemize, the deduction of state 
individual income, sales and 
property taxes (often referred 
to as the SALT deduction for 
“state and local tax”) is capped 
at $10,000. Previously, this 
deduction was unlimited but 
filers had to choose between 
deducting individual income 
taxes or sales taxes.

According to taxfounda-
tion.org, Arkansas has the 
third highest combined state 
and local tax rate in the coun-
try at 9.34 percent (2017) but 
ranks 41st in property tax rate 

at .64 percent (2016).
Less than a third of tax filers 

itemize, but nearly 95 percent 
of those who do take this de-
duction, according to money.
cnn.com. More than 88 per-
cent of the benefit of the SALT 
deduction goes to those who 
earn more than $100,000, 
according to taxfoundation.
org. Those who earn less than 
$100,000 will most likely not 
be affected by the change.

The fifth notable change is 
the one that might most affect 
churches and ministers. The 
deduction of unreimbursed 
employee expenses is no lon-
ger available.

Before 2018 when an em-
ployee’s unreimbursed ex-
penses reached 2 percent of his 
or her income, the employee 
could deduct it from his or her 
taxes. This is gone, beginning 
in 2018.

This deduction applied 
to more than just ministers, 

churches and ministries, but 
no doubt many ministers have 
relied on this deduction in the 
past to deduct things like mile-
age, books and other supplies. 

According to Davis, minis-
ters should discuss adjusting 
their compensation with their 
employers in order to reflect 
the changes to the tax code.

Other changes to be aware 
of in the updated tax code in-
clude no more deductions for 
moving expenses (except for 
active duty military), changes 
to 529 plans allowing for use 
for K-12 education instead of 
just college, and no more pen-
alties related to the Affordable 
Care Act starting in 2019.

“Be aware of the situation 
and how these things might 
affect you,” said Davis. “Be a 
little proactive, be aware and 
don’t let the changes surprise 
you.”

Contact Caleb Yarbrough at 
caleb@arkansasbaptist.org.

FINANCIAL & TAX MATTERS

Sweeping tax code changes could a� ect Ark. Baptists

Davis

Smith retires as joint forces chaplain

Smith

NORTH LITTLE ROCK – 
Chaplain Col. Tom Smith, bi-
vocational pastor of Vine Prai-
rie Baptist Church near Mul-
berry, was honored 
March 4 during a re-
ception at Camp Rob-
inson in North Little 
Rock. He is officially 
retiring as joint forces 
command chaplain 
for the Arkansas Na-
tional Guard (ANG) 
in April.

Smith, who has served as 
the command chaplain since 
February 2015, was the first 
Southern Baptist chaplain to 
hold the position.  

Commissioned as a first 
lieutenant with the Kentucky 
ANG in July 1980, Smith later 
transferred to the 188th Fight-
er Wing (FW), ANG, in Fort 
Smith, in December 1983. He 
served there as wing chaplain 
until July 1989, when he and 
his family were commissioned 
as missionaries to the Philip-

pines by the International 
Mission Board of the South-
ern Baptist Convention. They 
served for 10 years on the is-

land of Leyte, doing 
pioneer church plant-
ing.

In December 1999 
the Smiths returned 
to the U.S., and in 
February 2001, Smith 
rejoined the 188th 

FW in Fort Smith. 
Though scheduled to 

retire in 2013 at age 60 – be-
cause of his 11-plus year break 
in service – Smith was able to 
remain in the military.  He 
was selected as the joint forces 
command chaplain and pro-
moted to the rank of colonel.

Smith’s official retirement 
from the military will be held 
at 1 p.m., Saturday, April 7, at 
the 188th Wing, 4850 Leigh 
Ave., Fort Smith. Smith has 
served as bi-vocational pastor 
of  Vine Prairie Baptist since 
April 2013.



March 22, 20188 

Freeman Heights holds deacon-led crusade
BERRYVILLE – A new out-
reach effort by deacons of Free-
man Heights Baptist Church 
in Berryville aims to share the 
gospel of Jesus Christ with 
residents in every house in the 
city.

“There are some amazing 
things happening in Carroll 
County,” said Alan Brown, 
pastor of Freeman Heights. 
“Over the past few months, 
Freeman Heights has been 
emphasizing the importance 

of not only personal evange-
lism, but corporate evangelism 
as well.”

Brown said during this time 
some of the church’s deacons 
have gathered on Sunday 
mornings “to pray and seek 
what the Lord would want.” 

Out of those prayer times 
has come the ministry effort to 
visit every house in Berryville 
as well as to hold a deacon-led 
crusade for Christ, he said.

Held Feb. 23-25, Marty 

Chris Sims (left), pastor and church planter 
and pastor of Wind City Church in Casper, Wyo., 
performs a baptism.

Strough, chairman of the 
deacons at Freeman Heights, 
“preached four services, deliv-
ering the gospel every meet-
ing,” said Brown.  

The church was brought 
together for a great time of fel-
lowship and a time to reflect 
on the calling Jesus gives each 
believer. 

“Philip was a deacon of the 
church and an evangelist. God 
used him in a mighty way. I 
believe our church and guests 

were encouraged to be salt and 
light, being re-commissioned 
to the call of Christ. It is amaz-
ing how encouraging it is to 
see fellow brothers share the 
gospel,” said Brown. 

“So what is God up to in 
Carroll County? Exactly what 
He’s always been up to, seeing 
His children sharing the good 
news of life through Christ, 
seeking and saving the lost.”

Visit freemanheights.com 
for more information.

Arkansas native plants ‘multiplying’ churches in Wyoming
Caleb Yarbrough
Arkansas Baptist News

CASPER, Wyo. – As Easter 
approaches, the Southern 
Baptist Convention’s (SBC) 
Annie Armstrong Easter Offer-
ing (AAEO) season is in full 
swing. 

The AAEO is the SBC’s 
annual cooperative offering 
for North American missions 
which goes 
to support 
missionaries 
like former 
A r k a n s a s 
pastor Chris 
Sims.

Sims, for-
mer pastor 
of Pilgrims 
Rest Baptist 
Church in 
Batesv i l l e , 
and his wife, 
Eve,  are 
North Amer-
ican Mission 
Board (NAMB) church plant-
ing missionaries in Casper, 
Wyo.

The Sims family relocated 
from Batesville to Casper, 
Wyo., in June 2014 to plant 
what they hoped would be a 
multiplying church.

According to Sims, in 2014 
more than 60 communities in 
Wyoming had no gospel pres-
ence.

“We recognized that just 
one church probably wouldn’t 
do it. So we had these bold 
ideas that we would try to mul-
tiply,” said Sims. “We thought 
that would be a slow work, 
and we thought that would be 
one at a time, but as we got 
out there … God began to do 
something that we didn’t fully 
expect.”

After the Sims planted  

Wind City Church, God 
began sending people from 
other places, including Arkan-
sas, who wanted to be part of 
the gospel movement that was 
beginning to form in Wyo-
ming.

Today, six families have ei-
ther relocated, or been raised 
up, to be church planters in 
Wyoming through the min-
istry of Wind City Church 

and the For-
ever West 
C h u r c h 
P l a n t i n g 
N e t w o r k , 
an organiza-
tion started 
by Sims in 
2015.

“We are 
seeing the 
map f i l l 
up, little by 
little, with 
folks that 
have a bur-
den similar 

to us: to reach people with the 
gospel, see them saved and 
then to make disciples that 
make disciples,” said Sims. 

While most of the Wyo-
ming church planters raised 
up out of Wind City Church’s 

ministry have come from far 
and wide, Sims said that there 
are now indigenous Wyoming-
ites who are accepting the call.

“They see 
these other 
people come 
from outside 
and they say, 
‘We can do 
that too,’” 
said Sims.

Wind City Church, and 
its associated ministries and 
five church plants, currently 
have 20 church partners from 
Arkansas, according to Sims. 
These churches partner in 
numerous ways including in 

prayer, financial support and 
by actively traveling to Wyo-
ming to work hands-on with 
the new church plants. Each 

new plant 
is partnered 
with four to 
five partner 
churches.

Started in 
1895 by the 
W o m a n ’ s 

Missionary Union, the offer-
ing that would be named for 
Annie Armstrong in 1934 has 
raised more than $1 billion for 
North American missions.

Today 100 percent of the 
AAEO goes toward supporting 

the more than 5,000 Southern 
Baptist missionaries serving 
throughout the United States, 
Canada and their associated 
territories.

For more information on 
Wind City Church and the 
Forever West Church Planting 
Network, email Sims at sims-
family@foreverwestchurch-
planting.org. For more infor-
mation on the AAEO visit an-
niearmstrong.com.

Contact Caleb Yarbrough at 
caleb@arkansasbaptist.org.

Strough
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Flooring
Floors & More, Inc.
21286 Interstate 30
Benton, AR 72019
501-316-0267  FAX: 501-316-2533
Email: sales@floorsandmorear.com
www.floorsandmorear.com
Consultation/Statewide Services/Commercial 
Flooring/Carpet Squares/Gym Floors 

Kitchen Equipment
& Supplies
Aimco Equipment Co. 
10001 Colonel Glenn Rd.
Little Rock, AR 72204
501-228-0808

Lighting & Sound
American AVL
800-352-7222
Little Rock/Jackson/Ruston/
New Orleans
Audio, Video, & Lighting Systems & 
Equipment - Ask about our free site needs 
AVL review

Playgrounds
Rusty Peoples 
rusty@peopleslandscaping.com
479-769-0580, (toll-free) 866-388-1365
www.heartlandparks.com 
Quality park-playground equip, surfacing & 
shades -Free design consultations

Stained Glass
Jonathan Soos 
Soos Stained Glass Inc. 
jon@soosstainedglass.com 
http://www.soosstainedglass.com 
30 Maumelle Curve Ct. 
Maumelle AR 72113 
501-758-8641 Maumelle studio 
501-758-8655 fax

Baptistries/Steeples
Construction Sales Co., Inc.
P.O. Box 1049
Magnolia, AR 71753-1049
800-526-9663  FAX: 870-234-6475
Also laminated wood arches, beams and decking 

Church Facility Planner
Sowell Architects
1315 North Street, Suite 100
Conway, AR  72034
501-450-9633 FAX: 501-450-7228
Email: rik@sowellarchitects.com
www.sowellarchitects.com
Master planning, site analysis
and all architectural services

Church Insurance
Michael B. Russell, MA, MBA
Member, Cross Church, Springdale
Mike Russell & Associates
P.O. Box 709, Bentonville, AR 72712
877-715-5336, 479-657-6369 fax
www.protectmychurch.org   
AR Ins. Lic. #185726
Non-profit - Church - Commercial - 
Employee Benefits

James Greene & Associates
800-422-3384
www.jamesgreeneins.com
James Greene & Associates represents 
Brotherhood Mutual Insurance, a national leader 
insuring churches in alliance with GuideStone. 
Call today or go online for property, liability, 
auto and worker’s comp quotes!

CHURCH SERVICES DIRECTORY

To advertise in the Church Services Directory, 
contact the ABN at 501-376-4791, ext. 5161, 

or email ads@arkansasbaptist.org

“Coming from a place like 
the Delta, traditionally people 
believe in God but don’t know 
why. It’s just how they were 
raised. In this culture, we’ve 
got to get past, ‘I’m a Christian 
because my parents told me to 
be a Christian,’” said Chaney, 
who pastors Barton Baptist 
Church in West Helena. 

Chaney attended the con-
ference in 2013 as a college 
student. What he remembers 
most are the breakout sessions 
relevant to cultural issues. This 
year he called the breakout ses-
sions “spot on.” 

Students chose three out of 

16 topics including, “Race and 
the Gospel,” College 101: How 
to Successfully Start Your Col-
lege Career,” “Porn, Lust and 
the Image of God,” “World-
view: Are All Religions Basi-
cally the Same?” and “Before 
You Marry.” 

Courtney Scott, a sopho-
more from Southern Arkansas 
University Tech, chose “Does 
God Hate Homosexuals?” 
because she has a few friends 
who are homosexuals.  

“Homosexuality is just a big 
topic in today’s society,” she 
said. Scott said her aunt told 
her the Bible mentions homo-
sexuality, so she came to the 
session to find out for herself.  

“I was surprised,” she said, 
he (the session leader) went 
over multiple verses.” She 
learned that God does not 
hate homosexuals.

Another college sopho-
more said the breakout ses-
sion, “Creation, Evolution 

and Intelligent Design,” cov-
ered “more of what you see 
on campus.” 

“People question intelligent 
design,” said Jessica Birkhead, 
a student at the University of 
Arkansas at Monticello. “You 
run into quite a few who be-
lieve in evolution. They try 
and use science to see why 
they don’t believe the Bible.” 
The session reminded her, 
“Ultimately, science points to 
God.” 

Birkhead said she appreci-
ated the in-depth, factual con-
ference in a “meaty,” one-day 
format. 

“Me – being a college kid 
– I don’t have enough time to 
research and study apologet-
ics,” she said.  

Lisa Falknor writes for the col-
lege and young leaders team of the 
Arkansas Baptist State Conven-
tion and is the northwest Arkan-
sas correspondent for the Arkansas 
Baptist News.

continued from page 3
LEAD
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BLOCK PARTY FESTIVAL –  A young boy enjoys shooting a basketball at a block 
party festival on Saturday, March 3, at First Baptist Church, Beebe. More than 115 
people registered for the festival, with seven churches setting up block party trail-
ers. In all, 14 churches registered for the event, and seven churches or associations 
expressed interest in starting block party ministries. The festival was sponsored by 
the Arkansas Baptist State Convention missions team. Photo by Marissa Pilcher



March 22, 201810 ACROSS ARKANSAS

C l a s s i f i e d s
First Baptist Church, El Paso, AR, seeking bi-

vocational pastor. Please send resumes to 
e-mail: 2harmons@windstream.net.

Southside Baptist Church in Hamburg is 
seeking a full-time pastor. Send resume to 
PO Box 446, Hamburg, AR 71646.

Central Baptist Church, Marshall, Texas, 
seeking pastor candidates. Send resumes to 
rrobinette@cbcmarshall.org. Small, downtown 
congregation, affiliated with SBC and BGCT, sup-
porting several local ministries, seeking to meet 
needs and share the gospel with surrounding 
community.

Central Baptist Church (SBC), Eureka, Mis-
souri (one of the fastest growing communities 
in West St. Louis County) is prayerfully seeking a 
full-time senior pastor. The ideal candidate 
will be an experienced senior pastor, possess a 
seminary degree, be dedicated to the mission 
of Christ and devoted to the preaching/teaching 
of the Word of God. A letter of interest, resume, 
references and statement of faith should be sent 
to Pastor Search Team, Central Baptist Church, at 
centralpastorsearch@gmail.com.

Hatfield First Baptist is prayerfully seek-
ing full-time pastor. Send resumes to 
fbchpsc17@gmail.com or FBC Hatfield, PO Box 
108, Hatfield, AR 71945.

Pleasant Grove Baptist Church, Conway AR, 
is searching for a full-time or bi-vocational 
pastor. Send digital resumes to Searchpgbc@
gmail.com. Paper to PGBC, 3255 Prince St., Con-
way, AR 72034. Please note that resumes must 
be received by March 31, 2018, to be considered.

Saint Charles Baptist Church, Saint Charles, 
Ark., is seeking a full-time pastor. Send re-
sume to Pastor Search Committee, PO Box 241, 
Saint Charles, AR 72140.

First Baptist Church of Hayti, Missouri, is 
prayerfully seeking a full-time/bi-voca-
tional pastor who is Bible grounded and 
people oriented for blended worship services. 
Degree from a Southern Baptist seminary is pre-
ferred. Email resumes to: FBCHayti@gmail.com.

First Baptist Church of Murfreesboro, AR, 
is seeking a full-time pastor. Please send 
resume to: Attn: Pastor Search Committee, 500 
S. Washington, Murfreesboro, AR 71958; Email: 

position of worship/media pastor. We run 
approx 400 in worship, 325 in SS, 200 on Sunday 
nights, approx. 250 on our Wednesday night, 
Students, TeamKid Children, Nursery, Mother’s 
Day Out Program. Pay benefits $60-70,000+. If 
resumes are submitted to our office, please have 
them sent to pastordonnie@eastparis.org Web - 
eastparis.org.

First Baptist Church, Joplin, MO, is searching 
for full-time children’s minister. With our 
recent relocation and new children’s facility this 
is a great opportunity in a consistently growing 
church. firstjoplin.org/jobs.

Pleasant Hill Baptist Church / Bauxite, AR, 
is seeking a worship leader. Please send re-
sume to Pleasant Hill Baptist Church, 24310 N. 
Sardis Rd., Bauxite, AR 72011 Att: Steve Barnes.

Emory Baptist Church (70 miles east of Dal-
las) is seeking a FT pastor of worship and 
senior adults. This position will give leader-
ship to a church-wide, comprehensive music 
ministry including but not limited to planning 
and leading two blended worship services each 
week and leading occasionally with an instru-
ment and directing adult choir rehearsal. Ad-
ditional responsibilities will include a compre-
hensive ministry to senior adults. Applicants can 
submit resumes to Pat McDanal at patmcdanal@
aol.com or 1175 RSCR 3503, Emory, TX 75440.

Cullendale First Baptist Church, Camden, AR, 
seeking part-time children’s minister. 
Send resumes to bwilliams@cullendalefbc.org.

First Baptist Church Newport, AR, is looking 
for a full-time youth pastor. We are looking 
for a man of God who is grounded in the Word 
and has a heart to live a God-centered life with 
a focus on ministering to people. Please send 
resumes to Pastor Greg Dills at pray4raingwd@
gmail.com.

First Baptist Church, Trumann, is seeking 
God’s man to become their next full-time 
associate pastor, overseeing areas of stu-
dents and discipleship. Send resumes to john.
maley@fbctrumann.org.

First Baptist Church of Dumas is seeking a 
full-time youth pastor. Those interested 
should send a resume to FBC Dumas, 200 E. Wa-
terman, Dumas, AR 71639.

Highland Drive Baptist, Jonesboro, seeks 
summer intern. Compensation: $2,000 total. 

Housing also available. Dates: May 27th-Aug. 
4th. Contact adam@hdbc.org.

Hillcrest Baptist Church in Jasper, Texas, is 
prayerfully seeking a full-time music min-
ister. Send resumes to debbie_hillcrest@ya-
hoo.com, or call 409-384-3371.

Levy Church, NLR, seeks part–time 
minister of music. Send resumes to: steven-
tiner@levybaptist.com.

Bi-vocational worship pastor for 
blended service. FBC Pea Ridge. 479-451-8192. 
To submit resume or request more info - al@
prfbc.org.

First Baptist Church, Siloam Springs, AR, is 
seeking a full-time worship pastor. Sub-
mit resumes to: searchteam@fbcsiloam.com or 
Worship Pastor Search Team, 2000 Dawn Hill 
Road, Siloam Springs, AR 72761. Deadline for 
resumes: April 1, 2018.

Seeking full-time children’s min-
istries pastor or director: East Side of 
Paragould is seeking the Lord’s qualified can-
didate to lead a thriving children’s ministry 
and to assist our families in parenting and 
disciple making. We are a loving and serving 
church in a growing community with qual-
ity schools. Send resume to Phillip Miller: 
pmiller@connect2eastside.com.

New Chapel Hill Baptist, West Monroe, LA, 
seeking full-time children’s minister. 
Send resumes to melinda@nchbc.net.

Concord Baptist Church, a vibrant and grow-
ing church in Anderson, SC, is seeking an asso-
ciate pastor for worship and music. This 
person must have the calling, gifting, training 
and heart to lead a large and diverse ministry of 
worship. We are excited about our future! For a 
job description and/or to submit a resume/pro-
file please contact jjames@concordbaptist.com. 
Please also visit concordbaptist.com for more 
information about our congregation.

Seeking experienced youth or youth/
worship pastor. Miner Baptist Church 
Sikeston, Missouri (conservative SBC). Send 
resume to jbarnhart@minerbaptist.org.

Ruddell Hill Baptist Church, Batesville, is 
seeking part-time youth minister. Please 
send resumes to ruddellhillpastor@gmail.com.

Balboa Baptist Church, Hot Springs Village, 
AR, is receiving resumes for church admin-

istrator/associate pastor. Candidate must 
have a college degree; a Southern Baptist related 
seminary degree; excellent computer skills such 
as maintaining a website, Facebook, email, Pow-
erPoint, etc. Go to www.BalboaBaptist.church/
Who-We-Are/employment. 

First Baptist Church of Bay, AR, (located 
just outside of Jonesboro) is seeking a part-
time minister of music who is committed 
to leading a blended worship service. Re-
sumes may be mailed to First Baptist Church, 
PO Box 190, Bay, AR, 72411 or submitted to 
www.bayfbc.org.

Judsonia First Baptist Church is in search of 
a part-time youth director. All who are 
interested please contact Blake Moffett at Blake.
moffett@enbridge.com or 501-283-4187.

Perryville FBC is seeking a bi-vocational 
music director. Send resumes to pvfb.
church@gmail.com.

First Baptist Church of El Dorado, AR, is 
seeking to hire an associate pastor of wor-
ship. This full-time position is responsible for 
developing and leading a church-wide worship 
ministry, which promotes the development of 
fully devoted followers of Jesus. Interested can-
didates can submit a resume with cover letter by 
mail (200 W. Main El Dorado, AR) or email jona-
than.kelley@fbceldorado.org.

Summer Pro-Life college intern for spe-
cial projects at Arkansas Right to Life, part-time 
hours, computer skills required. Volunteer col-
lege credit. Pro-Life reference required. Apply at 
artl4237@att.net.

GULF SHORES, AL – Beach-front 
condo, owner rental, private gulf front bal-
cony, 2BR/2BA, WiFi, non-smoking. loray@
lorayann.com.  Call/text (205) 222-8999, www.
bowscondo.com.

Church General Counsel helps Arkansas Bap-
tist churches balance church growth and minis-
try needs with legal compliance and risk 
management very affordably. Learn more at 
www.churchgeneralcounsel.com.

fbcmurfsearchcommittee@gmail.com.
Calvary Baptist Church, W. Siloam Springs, 

OK, is searching for a full-time pastor with 
a heart to use his leadership skills and experi-
ence to help lead our members to reach out to 
our surrounding area and community with the 
gospel of Jesus Christ. Contact Pastor’s Search 
Comm., Calvary Baptist Church, 7727 Cedar Dr., 
W. Siloam Springs, OK 74338.

First Baptist Church of Maumelle is seeking 
full-time pastor. Please send resume to 
First Baptist Church of Maumelle, ATTN: Pastor 
Search Committee, 100 Valencia Dr., Maumelle, 
AR 72113, or email to: searchcommitteefbcm@
gmail.com.

Central Baptist Church, Hot Springs, 
is seeking full-time pastor. Send re-
sume to: CBC, 1035 Central Avenue, Hot 
Springs, AR 71901; Email: centralbaptist1035@
att.net.

Floral Baptist Church of Floral, Arkansas, is 
seeking a full-time pastor. Send resumes 
and references to Floral Baptist Church, P.O. Box 
96, Floral, AR 72534.

Cedar Grove Baptist Church of Arka-
delphia is seeking a bi-vocational pas-
tor. Send resumes and references to Cedar 
Grove Baptist Church, 825 Cedar Grove Road, 
Arkadelphia, AR 71923.

Balboa Baptist Church, Hot Springs Village, 
AR, is seeking a full-time outreach center 
director responsible for all activities in a new 
multipurpose building with gym, kitchen, game 
room and classrooms. Requires skills in strong 
leadership, public relations, scheduling and 
computer. College and work experience in this 
area preferred. Salary negotiable with benefits. 
Go to www.BalboaBaptist.Church/Who-We-
Are/employment.

First Baptist Church, Henderson, Texas, full-
time position for children’s minister, to 
minister to children and young families. Send 
resumes to David Higgs, 207 W. Main St., Hen-
derson, Texas, 75652, or email dhiggs@thefbc.
org.

East Paris Baptist Church, 725 N. Collegiate 
Dr, Paris, Texas is seeking God’s man for the 

PASTOR

OTHER STAFF POSITIONS

On the move

MISCELLANEOUS

Church life

First Baptist Church, Ash-
down, will present Were It Not 
For Grace at 6 p.m., March 25.

Sugar Loaf Baptist Church, 
Heber Springs, will hold reviv-
al services March 25-28. 

Sunday services are at 10:30 
a.m. and 6 p.m. Monday-
Wednesday services are at 6:30 
p.m.

C. W. Blood is the evan-
gelist for the event. Zach and 
Cherie Swain will provide the 
music.

For more information call 
the church at 501-362-2448. Billy Bartlett is serving as 

HACKER RECEIVES AWARD – S.D. Hacker (center), associational missionary 
for Rocky Bayou Baptist Association in Franklin, receives the 2018 Associational 
Missionary of the Year Award from Ben Sells (left), president of Ouachita Baptist 
University. Hacker is surrounded by his children (from left to right): Sherry Lawrence, 
David Hacker and Vicky Norton. Photo by Caleb Yarbrough

First Baptist Church, Pine 
Bluff, will present Remember 
My Love at a tenebrae service 
at 7 p.m., March 30.

For more information call 
the church office at 870-534-
4741.

First Baptist Church, Ham-
burg, will present Alpha and 
Omega at 11 a.m., Easter Sun-
day, April 1. 

For more information call 
the church office at 870-853-
5520.

pastor of First Baptist Church 
in Malvern. 

Bartlett previously served as 
associate youth pastor of First 
Baptist Church in Omaha, 
Texas. Prior to that, he served 
as pastor of Murphy Baptist 
Church in Texarkana. 

Larry Childers began 
serving as pastor of Sulphur 
Springs Baptist Church in 
Pine Bluff on March 4. 

He previously served as pas-
tor of Matthews Memorial 
Baptist Church in Pine Bluff. 

Monta Kellebrew is serving 
as pastor of Anderson Chapel 
Baptist Church in Dumas.

arkansasbaptist.org/ads
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In John 20:3-9 we read the incred-
ible account of Peter and “the other dis-
ciple,” commonly believed to be John, 
running to the empty tomb of Christ.

John outran Peter and, without en-
tering the tomb, he saw the linen burial 
cloths but no body. When Peter arrived 
he entered the tomb, also seeing the 
linen cloths. The wrapping that had 
been placed upon Christ’s head was 
not with the other cloths but had been 
folded separately.

The passage 
tells us that, while 
Peter and John did 
not yet fully un-
derstand the scrip-
tural mandate that 
Christ must “rise 
from the dead,” they believed upon see-
ing the empty tomb.

Peter and John’s reaction is striking. 
They did not understand the Scripture 
that Christ would rise from the dead. 
But they knew when they saw the empty 
tomb that He had.

In 1 Corinthians 15:21-22, Paul 
wrote, “For since death came through a 
man, the resurrection of the dead also 
comes through a man. For just as in 

Adam all die, so also in Christ all will 
be made alive.”

Paul went on to write, “For he must 
reign until he puts all his enemies 
under his feet. The last enemy to be 
abolished is death” (1 Cor. 15:25-26).

In 1 Corinthians 15:20-28, Paul 
explained what the reality of Christ’s 
resurrection means.

Death came into the world through 
a man – Adam – and the resurrection 

of the dead also 
comes through a 
man – Jesus. Yet, 
unlike Adam, who 
was only human, 
Jesus is fully 
human and fully 
God. Through 

His death, burial and resurrection, all 
those who believe will also be resur-
rected from death to life.

Paul wrote that a day will come 
when Christ will return for His peo-
ple and when that day comes He will 
overcome all His adversaries, including 
death. What an amazing hope!

This is the promise of the gospel 
and what we remember as we celebrate 
the empty tomb on Easter Sunday.

joined by two men in, “dazzling 
clothes.” Taken off guard, the women 
bowed to the ground. The two men 
asked them, “Why are you looking for 
the living among the dead? ... He is not 
here, but he has risen!” (Luke 24:5-6).

“Remember how he spoke to you 
when he was still in Galilee, saying, 
‘It is necessary that the Son of Man 
be betrayed into the hands of sinful 
men, be crucified, and rise on the third 
day’? And they remembered his words” 

(Luke 24:6-8).
The women 

rushed back from 
the tomb and re-
ported what they 
had seen to the 

apostles and many others. However, 
much like today, many of the people 
took their story as “nonsense” and did 
not believe them (Luke 24:11).

The resurrection was completely un-
believable, but it happened. After hear-
ing from the women, Peter went to the 
empty tomb and left “amazed at what 
had happened” (Luke 24:12).

Every Easter we are reminded of 
the empty tomb and, like Peter, stand 
amazed at Christ’s work on our behalf.

One of the things I always find in-
triguing when reading Paul’s letters is 
that, despite being written 2,000 years 
ago, they address many of the same is-
sues that continue to be prevalent in the 
lives of Christians and churches today.

In 1 Corinthians 11:17-22 Paul ad-
dressed the Corinthian church’s lack 
of unity and misappropriation of the 
Lord’s Supper.

The Corinthians were forming fac-
tions, and when they came together 
some would eat and 
drink while other 
less-fortunate con-
gregants would be 
left hungry.

“Don’t you have 
homes in which to eat and drink? Or 
do you despise the church of God and 
humiliate those who have nothing? ... I 
do not praise you in this matter!” wrote 
Paul (1 Cor. 11:22).

Paul emphasized to the Corinthians 
that the Lord’s Supper, which he re-
ceived from the Lord, was not simply a 
meal meant to satisfy earthly hunger and 
thirst, but an ordinance through which 
followers of Christ should worship, pro-
claim their faith and remember what 
Christ accomplished on their behalf.

Paul warned both believers and un-
believers of the consequences of taking 
part in the Lord’s Supper in an improp-
er manner. 

By improper manner I don’t mean 
that Paul mandated using grape juice 
instead of wine or decreed a certain 
number of times a church should 
take the Lord’s Supper per year; Paul 
warned against taking the Lord’s Sup-
per without being a follower of Christ, 
or for believers, without first examining 

oneself and one’s 
relationship with 
Christ.

This passage had 
me thinking a lot 
about the way the 

Lord’s Supper is treated in our church-
es today. While nearly all Southern 
Baptists believe the Lord’s Supper is 
important, I wonder how many of us 
actually take seriously Paul’s warning 
to examine ourselves before partaking?

“Whoever eats the bread or drinks 
the cup of the Lord in an unworthy 
manner will be guilty of sin against the 
body and blood of the Lord. ... For 
whoever eats and drinks without recog-
nizing the body, eats and drinks judg-
ment on himself” (1 Cor. 11:27, 29).

America has long been defined by 
the rugged individual.

It’s the land of opportunity where 
people from many different parts of the 
world come, and through hard work, 
can achieve “the American dream.”

While the concept of the American 
dream is good in that, in theory, it pre-
supposes that all men and women are 
created equal and should have the right 
to liberty and the pursuit of happiness. 
It also poses some interesting problems 
for Christians.

While the Bible 
speaks of each 
human being as an 
individual, made in 
the image of God 
and responsible for his or her own ac-
tions, it also describes the basic natural 
state of man as fallen.

I personally agree with the classic 
Winston Churchill quote, “No one 
pretends that democracy is perfect or 
all-wise. Indeed it has been said that 
democracy is the worst form of Govern-
ment except for all those other forms.”

While I believe I am blessed to have 
been born and raised in the best coun-
try in the world, I also understand that 
it is not without its faults and will never 

be able to afford me true freedom.
Scripture describes true freedom as 

becoming a slave to God. While this 
sounds counter intuitive, many of us 
know it to be true in our lives. When 
we, as individuals, decrease, the power 
of Christ increases in our lives, freeing 
us from sin and our prideful existence.

Psalm 23:1-6 is one of the most well-
known passages in all Scripture. As in 
many other parts of the Bible, Psalm 23 
describes the relationship between  the 

believer and God as 
that of sheep and a 
shepherd.

While many 
of us today know 
little about ani-

mal husbandry, the concept of a 
sheep following a shepherd is fairly 
straightforward.

The shepherd knows what the 
sheep need better than the sheep do. 
He leads  them, sustains them and pro-
tects them. Under the guidance of the 
shepherd, the sheep need nor want 
nothing.

The American dream is great, but it 
pales in comparison to the peace that 
comes from following the Good Shep-
herd.

In recent years atheism has gotten 
a lot of publicity. Numerous debates 
have taken place between notable 
Christian and secular thinkers.

One of the biggest points of conten-
tion during these debates is the resur-
rection of Christ.

This is because if Christ resurrected 
like the Bible claims, it is nearly indis-
putable that He was (and is) Who He 
said He was – the Son of Man and the 
Savior of the world.

For believing 
Christians, the res-
urrection of Christ 
is not merely a test 
of the truthfulness 
of our faith; it is 
the hope of our salvation and resur-
rection.

In Luke 24:1-12 we read a stunning 
account of Christ’s empty tomb.

Early on the Sunday morning fol-
lowing Christ’s crucifixion and death, 
some women brought spices to His 
tomb, intending to find His body. But 
what they found was miraculous; the 
tomb’s stone had been rolled away and 
there was no body to be found.

Confused, the two women were 

God is faithful
LUKE 24:1-12 (CSB)

BIBLE STUDIES FOR LIFE

APRIL 1, 2018

APRIL 8, 2018

Assurance of the resurrection
JOHN 20:3-9; 1 CORINTHIANS 15:20-28 (CSB)

EXPLORE THE BIBLE

Our Shepherd
PSALM 23:1-6 (CSB)

BIBLE STUDIES FOR LIFE

Remembering the sacrifice
1 CORINTHIANS 11:17-29 (CSB)
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Caleb Yarbrough is associate editor of the Arkansas Baptist News. A 2012 graduate of The 
University of Georgia (Athens, Ga.), Yarbrough holds a Bachelor of Arts degree in History and a 
Bachelor of Arts in Journalism degree in Advertising. When he isn’t working on newspaper related 
tasks, Yarbrough enjoys reading, playing guitar, drinking coffee, eating good food and traveling 
with his wife, Chelsie. The Yarbroughs reside in Little Rock.
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