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Top 10 stories of 2013:

1. 36 saved at Acts 1:8 One Day
2. Baptist laymen die in Ark. floods
3. U.S. Supreme Court strikes DOMA 
4. Mayflower church aids spill victims 
5. Russell Moore elected ERLC leader
6. Ark. churches debate Scouting
7. Churches decide rules for guns
8. Ark. couple sues over Glorieta sale 
9. Arkansas leads pro-life charge 
10. Thomas named ABF president-elect 
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LR couple requests trial in Glorieta suit

See GLORIETA page 3

THE YEAR of our Lord 2013 was 
full of significant events. For Arkan-
sas Baptists, many were exciting, oth-
ers disappointing and some tragic. 

On a national scale, Southern 
Baptists saw the U.S. Supreme 
Court strike down parts of an act 
supporting traditional marriage and 
Boy Scouts make a major policy 
change regarding allowing homo-
sexual members. 

In Arkansas, a major stateside 
mission outreach event saw many 
saved with the help of nearly 3,000 
“missionaries,” flooding claimed the 
lives of two Baptist laymen respond-
ing to help others and a new leader 
was selected to lead the Arkansas 
Baptist Foundation into the future.

The Arkansas Baptist News (ABN) 
staff has compiled the top 10 stories 
of 2013 based on overall news value 
and significance to Arkansas Bap-
tists.

1. 36 saved, 2,700 serve at Acts 
1:8 One Day

More than 2,700 Baptist volun-
teers braved rain to participate in 
the Acts 1:8 One Day Mission Trip 

Oct. 5 in Harrison. Sponsored by 
the Arkansas Baptist State Conven-
tion and the North Arkansas Bap-
tist Association, the event attracted 
participants from 207 churches from 
Arkansas and five other states. 

Volunteers served at various 
ministry sites and in numerous ca-
pacities, including prayer walking, 
senior adult ministry, construction 
ministry, a children’s fishing derby, 
cowboy ministries, sports camps, 
children’s ministries, hunger-relief 
ministry, jail ministry, block parties 
and medical missions.

More than 5,000 people were fed, 
and 36 people accepted Christ dur-
ing the event.

2. Baptist laymen die in Ark. 
floods

Two Arkansas Baptist laymen 
were among those who drowned 
during flash flooding in west central 
Arkansas at the end of May.

Joel Campora, 32, an Arkansas 
Game and Fish Commission em-
ployee who served as a deacon at 

ALBUQUERQUE, N.M. – Kirk 
and Susie Tompkins of Little Rock 
have asked a judge to set a trial date 
in what has turned into a land own-
ership dispute over the sale of prop-
erty in and around Glorieta Confer-
ence Center.

The Tompkinses, who own a 
home on property once leased from 
Glorieta, dispute claims by lawyers 
for LifeWay Christian Resources 
– owner of Glorieta Conference 

Center – and the Southern Baptist 
Convention (SBC) Executive Com-
mittee. They contend that a federal 
magistrate cannot consider the legal-
ity of LifeWay’s sale of the confer-
ence center in New Mexico under 
the free-exercise and establishment 
clauses in the First Amendment to 
the United States Constitution.

The couple lost the lease to a lot 
– where a vacation home they pur-
chased in 1993 is located – when 

trustees of the SBC publishing 
house voted in June 2013 to sell the 
2,100-acre mountain retreat center 
near Santa Fe, N.M., to a group of 
investors known as Glorieta 2.0.

The Tompkinses challenged the 
sale in a Sept. 4 lawsuit filed in the 
U.S. District Court in Albuquerque. 
The suit claims that LifeWay lacks 
authority to dispose of the property 

NOBTS prof. says to resolve church con� ict ‘early’
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Ogea

CHURCH ISSUES

Brandon Elrod
Arkansas Baptist News

NEW ORLEANS, La. – Conflict 
has many facets. Many different 
obstacles can generate friction in 
the local church. One of the major 
keys to resolving church conflict is 
to get to it early.

As the professor of leadership 
and pastoral ministry at New Or-
leans Baptist Theological Semi-
nary, Reggie Ogea has become an 
expert in how to handle church 

conflict. Ogea’s experience ranges 
from serving as an interim 
pastor to working at the as-
sociational level within the 
Southern Baptist Conven-
tion.

Ogea recently did a se-
ries of presentations on 
church conflict at an Ar-
kansas associational mis-
sionary meeting held at 
Camp Paron.

“Every pastor ought to 
learn how to resolve conflict and 

resolve it at the lowest level,” Ogea 
advised.

He said there are three 
main categories when it 
comes to church conflict: 
interpersonal, intraper-
sonal and congregational. 
With each category, there 
is generally an increase in 
what Ogea terms the “levels 
of intensity.”
An interpersonal conflict 

arises between two people 
within the church. The conflict 

needs to be resolved at this stage 
as early as possible. If the dispute 
or disagreement goes unsettled, 
it can escalate to higher levels of 
intensity.

A conflict between two people 
can lead to an intrapersonal con-
flict in which an argument has 
arisen between two groups, said 
Ogea. A conflict can break out 
at the intrapersonal level, but 
one that has developed from the 
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Ouachita unveils plans for Cliff Harris Stadium 
Trennis Henderson
Ouachita Baptist University

 
ARKADELPHIA – Ouachita Bap-
tist University has launched a “100-
Yard Campaign” to raise funds to 
construct Cliff Harris Stadium on 
campus.

President Rex Horne presented 
plans for the campaign at the Dec. 
13 meeting of the university’s board 
of trustees.

The stadium upgrade, planned 
for completion for the 2014 foot-
ball season, will include updated 
stadium seating, a press box, a park-
ing lot and related improvements. 
The Ouachita Tigers, who just com-
pleted their sixth straight winning 
season under coach Todd Knight, 
have compiled the most consecutive 
winning seasons of any college team 
in Arkansas.

Harris, an All-Conference and 
All-America safety for the Tigers in 
the 1960s and All-Pro safety for the 
Dallas Cowboys in the 1970s, played 
in six Pro Bowls and five Super 
Bowls for the Cowboys. A major 
donor has provided a lead gift as a 
matching challenge for the project, 
with additional funds being solicited 

over the next 120 days through the 
100-Yard Campaign.

“I could not be more thrilled with 
the prospect of having a new foot-
ball stadium for our Tigers to play 
in beginning next fall,” said Horne. 
“Our stadium is the first thing many 
people pass on the way to our beau-
tiful campus. For many years, im-
provements have been needed. Now 
a generous gift and challenge makes 
this construction possible.

“I am delighted that the stadium 
will be named after our own Cliff 
Harris,” he added. “Cliff was an All-
Pro, played in five Super Bowls and 
his name is one of very few in Dallas 
Cowboys history that is in the Cow-
boys Ring of Honor. Cliff’s devotion 
to Ouachita across the years is exem-
plary. I expect friends and alumni of 
Ouachita will make this possibility 
of a new stadium a reality.”

Horne added, “My priority for the 
next 120 days is leading this effort. 
If we make a strong effort in gifts 
and pledges in the next few months, 
we will open the season in the new 
and improved Cliff Harris Stadium. 
I am asking for all the Tiger faithful 
and friends to join us in this vital 
project.”

“Honoring Cliff Harris with the 
naming of the new football stadium 
has great significance,” said Knight.

“This is such an important move 
for the university and the football 
program,” he added. “Everyone 
around the country is updating fa-
cilities. We must upgrade facilities as 
well to compete for the best student 
athletes that can represent the uni-
versity and the football program in 
a great way.”

“This project is long overdue,” 
emphasized Scott Street, a former 

Ouachita quarterback who is chair-
ing the 100-Yard Campaign. “OBU’s 
stadium is the first structure you see 
driving by the campus. It is the first 
impression and needs a face-lift. 
Coach Knight and the coaching 
staff have brought OBU’s football 
program to a new level over the past 
few years, and we need to bring our 
facilities up a level also. It has a huge 
impact on recruitment.”

Trennis Henderson is vice president 
for communications at Ouachita Baptist 
University.

Image showing rendering of Cliff Harris Stadium to be completed before the 2014 football season.
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interpersonal stage often represents 
a higher level of intensity. People 
start to take sides.

Ogea said once news of the dis-
agreement starts to spread within 
the church, it can reach the congre-
gational level. 

At this point, “you already have 
what we would call ‘collateral dam-
age,’ and you’re just trying to do 
damage control,” he said. At that 
point, a genuine resolution to the 
conflict is no longer tenable.

A dispute within a local church 
can emerge from a variety of things 
– from disagreements about doctri-
nal issues to how money should be 
spent. Ogea said the key is to deal 
with the conflict early and not to 
simply try to ignore it.

“If a pastor is not going to be in-
tentional about resolving conflict 
at whatever level they’re in, it is not 
going to go away by itself,” he said.

If there are people in a church, 
then there will be conflict. Like an 
open wound, it needs to be treated. 
Do not allow conflict to fester, Ogea 
said.

‘No man is an island’
There is no cut-and-dried advice 

for dealing with church conflict, ac-
cording to Ogea. The depth and va-
riety of causes of conflict prevents it.

Yet, he said the first thing a pastor 
needs to hear is: “Don’t try to go it 
alone.”

Ogea emphasized the need for 
pastors to branch out.

“No pastor, no leader, no min-

isterial person ought to ever get to 
the place where they feel they’re an 
island to themselves and they don’t 
need counsel or advice,” he said.

When it comes to dealing with 
conflict, the best teacher is experi-
ence. 

“Conflict resolution is different 
than learning how to conjugate a 
Greek verb,” said Ogea.

A pastor can learn principles for 
managing conflict, but encounter-
ing dissension firsthand cannot be 
imitated in the classroom.

Church leaders must be willing to 
find people who have the wisdom of 
experience, Ogea advised, or seek re-
lationships with other ministers and 
“involve yourself in arenas outside 
of your local church where you can 
get some help and some courage.”

However, Ogea said before seek-
ing the help of other people, there 
is one thing that a pastor must do 
that is sometimes ignored – that is 
to pray.

The professor said the truth is 
that aspects of a pastor’s personal, 
spiritual and emotional life can spill 
over into his pastoral leadership. A 
pastor should be willing to look in-
side himself because “introspection 
is biblical.” When conflict arises, a 
pastor may find that he is the one 
who needs to change, said Ogea.

Additionally, pride can have a 
devastating effect on any church 
when it prevents a pastor from look-
ing outside himself for help, he said. 
It can also cause problems when it 
keeps a pastor from realizing that he 
is the man who needs to change.

Brandon Elrod is a student at New 
Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary 
and a correspondent for the Arkansas 
Baptist News.

OBU, New Life Church partner
ARKADELPHIA – A plan to launch 
a new off-campus degree program in 
partnership with New Life Church 
(NLC) of Conway was among a se-
ries of major actions during Ouachi-
ta Baptist University’s recent board 
of trustees meeting on the Ouachita 
campus.

Ouachita President Rex Horne 
first mentioned the university was 
exploring the possibility of the part-
nership at the Arkansas Baptist 
State Convention Executive Board 
meeting held in Little Rock Dec. 3.

The action authorizes Ouachita 
administrators to “establish a part-
nership with New Life Church to 
offer courses leading to the Associ-
ate of Arts degree at NLC’s Conway, 
Ark., campus beginning in August 
2014, pending approval by appropri-
ate accrediting bodies.”

“I am pleased that New Life 
Church has invited us to provide 
a Ouachita education for students 
who may desire to begin their college 
work near home,” said Horne. “This 
is a new opportunity for Ouachita. 
Our board has voted to proceed con-
tingent upon approval from our ac-
crediting agency. Ouachita will fully 
direct the program with our people, 
curriculum and textbooks.”

Rick Bezet, founder and lead pas-
tor of New Life Church in central 
Arkansas, said, “This sort of part-
nership has been part of the New 
Life vision for years. It means that 
New Life can equip a generation of 
leaders to serve in the local church. 
We can’t do that the way we want 
to without the excellent education 
Ouachita offers.”

Trennis Henderson, Ouachita’s 

vice president for communications, 
described New Life Church as an 
independent, nondenominational 
evangelical church. In addition to 
Conway, the church’s other cam-
puses in Arkansas are located in 
Cabot, Fort Smith, North Little 
Rock, Heber Springs, Russellville 
and Searcy.

Henderson emphasized to the  
Arkansas Baptist News that no Co-
operative Program funds given to 
Ouachita through the Arkansas Bap-
tist State Convention (ABSC) bud-
get would be used in the endeavor 
with New Life Church. Henderson 
said Cooperative Program funds 
provided to Ouachita – which total 
$3.1 million in the 2014 ABSC bud-
get – go directly to student scholar-
ships and other student aid.

The resolution adopted by 
Ouachita trustees affirms that 
Ouachita and New Life “share a 
vision for equipping the next gen-
eration of Christian leaders with a 
quality education and passion for 
Christ’s work in the world.” 

The resolution further states that 
“the proposed degree programs will 
provide a high-quality, relational and 
ministry-focused Christian educa-
tion that is both nonresidential and 
highly affordable as an alternative 
for students” who might otherwise 
pursue other educational options.

“Students will receive a world-
class Christian education while serv-
ing and growing in a life-giving local 
church,” said Brandon O’Brien of 
New Life Church. “This is an in-
credible opportunity for students to 
discern their calling while pursuing 
their education.”
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without approval at two SBC An-
nual Meetings.

On Sept. 18, the Tompkinses 
filed an amended complaint seek-
ing $12.4 million for themselves 
and about 65 other homeowners 
they claim were fraudulently led to 
believe they had perpetually renew-
ing leases put in place as a safeguard 
to maintain the Christian character 
of the Glorieta community.

The Tompkinses say their dispute 
involves a “nonreligious doctrine” 
that falls under the court’s jurisdic-
tion.

They claim the SBC interpreted 

its constitution and bylaws to mean 
that the right to convey Glorieta be-
longed solely to LifeWay, and the 
lawsuit is asking the court to over-
rule that interpretation. The defen-
dants “assert their First Amendment 
right that prohibits civil courts from 
interfering with their own inter-
pretation of ecclesiastical rules and 
their own governance,” according to 
the document.

U.S. Magistrate Judge Robert 
Hayes Scott issued a temporary stay 
in the proceedings Nov. 21 pend-
ing the outcome of objections by 
Southern Baptist officials that the 
court lacks jurisdiction on multiple 
grounds.

“The Court lacks jurisdiction to 
overrule a religious organization’s 

interpretation of its own ecclesiasti-
cal rules and regulations,” lawyers 
representing LifeWay and the SBC 
Executive Committee said in a court 
document filed Dec. 5.

“We appreciate the judge’s tem-
porary stay of further action so the 
court can consider our motion to 
dismiss these false and disappoint-
ing allegations as detailed in docu-
ments filed with the court. We look 
forward to a favorable outcome 
when the entire process is complet-
ed,” Marty King, director of com-
munications for LifeWay Christian 
Resources, told the Arkansas Baptist 
News.

Compiled from reports by the (Texas) 
Baptist Standard, the Associated Baptist 
Press and the Arkansas Baptist News.

Joe Garner joins ABSC sta� 
LITTLE ROCK – Joe Garner has 
joined the Arkansas Baptist State 
Convention’s (ABSC) missions 
ministries team as the disaster relief 
director and associational missions 
strategist.

Previously, Garner served 
as associational missionary 
for Arkansas Valley Baptist 
Association in West Helena 
since 2000. Prior to serving 
at Arkansas Valley Baptist 
Association, Garner was a 
supply preacher from 1993 
to 1998 and pastor of Turn-
er Baptist Church, Turner, 
from 1997 to 2000.

Garner is a native of Dermott. He 
and his wife, Pam, have two grown 
children, Samantha Sanders and Joe 
Garner Jr., and a grandchild.

“It is my pleasure to announce 
that Joe Garner is the newest mem-

ber of the missions ministries team. 
Joe will have a dual role on our 
team. Beginning Feb. 1, 2014, he 
will serve as the new disaster relief 
director, and he will serve churches 
and associations across our great 

state as the associational mis-
sions strategist,” said Robby 
Tingle, ABSC missions min-
istries team leader. 

“As you may know, Joe 
has a tremendous heart for 
both these ministries. It is 
our heart to come alongside 
you to help fulfill the min-
istry God has called your 

churches, associations and 
units to accomplish,” said Tingle. 
“I look forward to seeing how God 
continues to work as we partner to-
gether in serving Arkansas churches, 
associations and people in times of 
crisis.”

Garner

Huckabee to Ark. pastors: ‘Proclaim Christ’
LITTLE ROCK – Six hundred 
pastors and clergy from across Ar-
kansas gathered at the Statehouse 
Convention Center Dec. 12-13 with 
the goal of redirecting America’s fu-
ture through traditional Christian 
values.

The two-day event was called the 
“Arkansas Renewal Project” and was 
hosted by the American Renewal 
Project, which has hosted similar 
events in 15 other states across the 
country.

Speakers at the event included 
Mike Huckabee, former governor of 
Arkansas and Fox News personality; 
J.C. Watts, former U.S. representa-
tive from Oklahoma and quarter-
back for the University of Oklaho-
ma; David Barton, conservative ac-
tivist and author; Kelly Shackelford, 
attorney; Bob McEwen, former U.S. 
representative from Ohio; Laurence 
White, pastor of Our Savior Lu-
theran Church in Houston, Texas; 
Ken Graves, founding pastor of 
Calvary Chapel in Bangor, Maine; 
Jason Taylor, pastor of Bar None 
Cowboy Church in Tatum, Texas; 
Gail McWilliams, pro-life advocate 
and radio host; Bill Federer, author 
and president of Amerisearch Inc., 

and Chad Connelly, national direc-
tor for faith engagement for the Re-
publican National Convention and 
Southern Baptist deacon. 

Arkansas pastors and their wives 
were invited to attend the event free 
of charge. Of the  
600 people in at-
tendance, many 
were Baptists 
from across Ar-
kansas.

Greg Ad-
dison, pastor 
of First Baptist 
Church, Cabot, 
and immediate 
past president 
of the Arkansas 
Baptist State 
Convention, at-
tended the event.

“The Arkan-
sas Renewal Project is one of our 
most exciting gospel endeavors. I 
had the honor of meeting with some 
of the gifted men God is raising up 
to serve through this effort,” said 
Addison.

Huckabee was the keynote speak-
er for the event’s kickoff Dec. 12 and 
spoke to the crowd over a dinner. 

Reinforcing the spirit of the event, 
he called those in attendance not to 
be political, but “spiritual.”

“The purpose of the Renewal 
Project is not a political purpose but 
a spiritual purpose,” said Huckabee. 

“Throughout his-
tory when spiri-
tual revival really 
happens, the re-
sult is always felt 
within the po-
litical and the 
economic realm. 
… The spiritual 
renewal is what 
gives birth to a 
renewal of the 
human spirit.”

“I sometimes 
believe there are 
many Americans 
who feel that our 

own country is hopelessly lost and 
mired in secularism.” said Hucka-
bee. “There is a God, and He has 
not given up on us; therefore, we 
should not give up on Him.” 

“We have to have people in the 
pulpit who understand that the job 
is not to be the captain of a cruise 
ship, making sure everybody is hav-
ing fun, but the captain of a battle-
ship. The job is not to take on the 
politics of the country, but to take 
on the evil of the country that would 
devalue another person, that would 
somehow ignore the plight of the 
poor, that would forget those who 
are struggling to make ends meet,” 
he said.

In one of his closing remarks, 
Huckabee said, “It is high time that 
we understand that the gospel is 
not about telling all the world that 
it is messed up and hopeless, but it 
is about telling them that wherever 
they are or what kind of incredibly 
difficult situation that they face, that 
you (Christians) are God’s arms, 
ears, hands and love to them – and 
that you will not forget them. I tell 
you, when that kind of spiritual re-
vival happens in this country, the 
impact on the politics of this coun-
try will be incredibly profound.

“We far too often fight the cul-
ture when we need to proclaim the 
Christ,” he said.

Greg Addison (left), pastor of First Baptist 
Church, Cabot, chats with Dave Morley, associ-
ate pastor of discipleship at First Baptist, at 
the Arkansas Renewal Project Dec. 12.

Pot smoking legal with
Colorado marijuana law
DENVER – Pot activists fired 
up bongs and cheered through 
a cloud of marijuana smoke as 
Colorado welcomed the arrival 
of the nation’s first recreational 
pot industry Jan. 1. Marijuana 
smokers hope the Colorado ex-
periment will prove the legaliza-
tion is a better alternative than 
America’s drug war. Skeptics 
worry the industry will make the 
drug more widely available to 
teens, even though legal sales are 
limited to adults over 21.

Planned Parenthood 
reports fewer abortions
WASHINGTON (BP) – The lat-
est report from the country’s No. 
1 abortion provider has provided 
a piece of encouraging news for 
a pro-life movement that expe-
rienced another year marked by 
hopeful signs. Planned Parent-
hood Federation of America 
(PPFA) recorded 327,166 abor-
tions by its affiliates, according 
to its annual report Dec. 11. That 
total marked a drop of nearly 
6,800 of the lethal procedures 
from the previous year, when 
PPFA’s affiliates provided a re-
cord 333,964 abortions.

Israel to fund abortions 
for women ages 20-33
JERUSALEM – All abortions 
for women between the ages 
of 20 and 33 in Israel will be 
state-funded in 2014, according 
to the online edition of Israel’s 
Ha’aretz newspaper. Health of-
ficials said the country hopes to 
eventually pay for all women’s 
abortions, regardless of the cir-
cumstance. The new rule could 
mean 6,300 more women could  
have a state-funded abortion in 
2014 at an additional cost to the 
government of 16 million shek-
els ($4.6 million).

Calif. transgender law
may be put to a vote
A NEW CALIFORNIA law on 
transgender students began Jan. 
1, but could face a challenge by 
voters. A coalition called Privacy 
for All Students gathered some 
620,000 signatures in 90 days. 
About 505,000 valid signatures 
are needed to put AB 1266 be-
fore voters in November. Enact-
ed in August, the law is intended 
to permit transgender students 
to choose by themselves which 
bathrooms and locker rooms 
they will use and which sports 
teams they will join.
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greedy, drunkards, revilers, robbers 
— none of these will inherit the 
kingdom of God.”

Among those upset by such talk 
was the GLAAD (Gay & Lesbian 
Alliance Against Defamation) 
media advocacy organization, 
which expressed dismay at Robert-
son’s comments and in so many 

words called him 
“ignorant and 
backward.”

What is amus-
ing about the 
entire matter – of 
course – is that as 
the controversy 
unfolded on TV 
news reports, on 

social media and in print, A&E 
proceeded to air a “Duck Dynasty” 
marathon.

A&E might have been against 
Robertson’s “hate speech,” but it 
sure was good for business.

After initially suspending Robert-
son from the show, A&E caved to 
a threatened boycott and signature 
campaign, reinstating the “Duck 
Dynasty” patriarch.

In a statement, they said that 
“‘Duck Dynasty’ is not a show 
about one man’s views. It resonates 
with a large audience because it is 

D id you know if you are a 
Christian in the United 

States, your beliefs are considered 
by many to be “bigoted” and “back-
ward”?

If you don’t believe me, con-
sider the media circus that has 
surrounded comments made by 
TV personality Phil Robertson, 
one of the stars of 
the hugely popular 
A&E network real-
ity program “Duck 
Dynasty.”

The best I can 
tell, Robertson was 
simply expressing 
his deeply held 
beliefs when he 
commented on homosexuality in a 
recent edition of the magazine GQ 
(Gentlemen’s Quarterly).

The problem, of course, was that 
Robertson’s beliefs – though per-
haps not expressed in a delicate way 
– came straight from the Bible.

Robertson’s “controversial” state-
ments included a paraphrase of 
1 Corinthians 6:9-10, which says, 
“Do you not know that wrongdo-
ers will not inherit the kingdom of 
God? Do not be deceived! Forni-
cators, idolaters, adulterers, male 
prostitutes, sodomites, thieves, the 

‘Duck Dynasty’ and our ‘backward’ Bible
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BOOK REVIEW

Tim Yarbrough
 Arkansas Baptist News

‘In Defense of the Bible’ – a comprehensive apologetic 
Edited by Steven B. Cowan and Terry L. Wilder, Broadman & Holman, 2013

A summary on the back cover 
of “In Defense of the Bible: 

A Comprehensive Apologetic for 
the Authority of Scripture” accu-
rately encapsulates this volume as 
“a comprehensive apologetic for 
the divine inspira-
tion and authority 
of Scripture, featur-
ing essays that tackle 
all major contem-
porary challenges: 
philosophical, meth-
odological, textual, 
historical, ethical, scientific and 
theological.”

Through 18 author essays, 
writers address important topics 
designed to guide biblical discus-
sions to assist casual readers of 
the Bible – as well as seasoned 
theologians. Topics range from 
“What Does It Mean to Say 
that the Bible Is True?” and “Is 

the Story of Jesus Borrowed from 
Pagan Myths?” to “Does the Bible 
Conflict with Science?” and “Is the 
Bible the Word of God?”

Editors Steven B. Cowan, associ-
ate professor of philosophy and 

religion at 
Louisiana 
College in 
Pineville, La., 
and Terry L. 
Wilder, pro-
fessor and 
chair of New 

Testament at Southwestern Bap-
tist Theological Seminary in Fort 
Worth, Texas, are straightforward 
in their desire to increase biblical 
knowledge and reinforce the tradi-
tional Christian view that the Bible 
“is divinely inspired and therefore 
infallible and absolutely true in 
what it asserts,” counteracting what 
“has been under relentless attack 

for several generations … transgress-
ing even popular media.”

Cowan and Wilder even dedicate 
the compilation “to Paige Patterson 
and Paul Pressler, contenders for 
the faith,” adding, 
“Untold numbers of 
Christians are forever 
in your debt.”

In an introduction, 
the editors state, “It 
almost goes without 
saying that if we live in 
a post-Christian cul-
ture, we also live in a 
post-Bible culture. De-
spite the fact that the 
Bible is still the world’s 
number one best-seller, 
biblical illiteracy abounds. Appar-
ently, many people buy the Bible 
but not so many actually read it. 
Still fewer give it any serious study.” 
They later add, “We believe that it 

is incumbent upon Christians, 
for the sake of the church and 
for the sake of the world, to meet 
the Bible’s critics head-on and 
to respond to all the major chal-

lenges to the inspiration 
and authority of Scripture. 
This we intend to do in 
this book.”

Essay authors include 
Paul W. Barnett, a former 
Anglican Bishop of North 
Sydney, Australia; James 
M. Hamilton, a gradu-
ate of the University of 
Arkansas and associate 
professor of biblical the-
ology at The Southern 
Baptist Theological Semi-

nary in Louisville, Ky., and Mary 
Jo Sharp, assistant professor of 
apologetics at Houston Baptist 
University, in addition to Cowan 
and Wilder.

Cartoon by Gary Thomas   

a show about family, a family that 
America has come to love. As you 
might have seen in many episodes, 
they come together to reflect and 
pray for unity, tolerance and for-
giveness. These are three values 
that we at A&E Networks also feel 
strongly about.

“So after discussions with the 
Robertson family, as well as con-
sulting with numerous advocacy 

groups, A&E has decided to re-
sume filming “Duck Dynasty” later 
this spring with the entire Robert-
son family.”

Another victory for the almighty 
dollar. “Duck Dynasty” is, after all, 
the top-rated reality program on 
cable with an average 13.4 million 
viewers and a marketing franchise 
at Walmart, Sears and Cracker Bar-
rel restaurants, among others.
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Family Matters
Start smart

The frantic rush of Christ-
mas has faded and decora-

tions have been stored away. 
Memories have been etched 
and toys have been broken.

I like taking a moment at 
the beginning of a new year to 
reflect on the past 
and start smart for 
the new year. Do 
you set any spiri-
tual goals related 
to your marriage, 
your children or 
your family life? 
Unless we take 
intentional time to plan and 
set goals, we will continue to 
succumb to the cultural tide of 
busyness and be influenced by 
the culture instead of being an 
influence on it.

Our family’s “Start Smart” 
time begins with a nice meal 
where we reflect on the past 
year around the table (Prov. 
24:32) with some questions like 
these: What were your favorite 
memories? Funniest moments? 
Favorite trips? What spiritual 
impact did you have on others? 
How did you grow in your rela-
tionship with God?

 We then transition to the 
future and dream big. I inform 
our family that anything is 
on the table and there are no 
restrictions on goals we might 
discuss. This leads to a fun 
interaction by helping us really 
think outside the box. If you re-
ceived $1 million, what would 
you do with it? To what loca-
tions would you like to travel? 
What changes do you think 
God wants you to make? What 
will our family do this year that 
we will continue to talk about 
20 years from now? What are 
three things our family can do 
to grow spiritually together?  

We then begin to funnel our 
ideas down to some realistic 
goals. Do we accomplish all of 
them? Never! But we do accom-
plish some, and we have made 
significant changes that have 
affected the spiritual trajectory 
of our family.  

Here are some steps to help 
you start smart. Ask God to 
show you areas in your family 
that need a fresh start. Discover 
verses that will encourage you. 
Keep a journal of discussions. 
Write out SMART (Specific, 
Measurable, Achievable, Re-
sults-focused and Time-bound) 
goals and post them in your 
home. Review them at least 
monthly. Trust God to answer 
prayers and bless your family as 
you strive to glorify Him.

Ben Phillips leads the Arkansas 
Baptist State Convention family 
ministry team.

Phillips

Dream the dream
During my first day of seminary in Evangelism 101 

at Mid-America Baptist Theological Seminary, Dr. 
Gray Allison made two statements that I have never for-
gotten: (1) The majority of the world is lost, (and) mil-
lions have never heard the name of Jesus before, and 
(2) dream the big dreams of God. 

I will never forget those days. God 
had called me to follow Him. That 
meant leaving my agribusiness and 
going to seminary. My wife, Angie, 
and I were fearful, but we were also 
filled with peace. She was a stay-at-
home mom with a 4-year-old and 
5-year-old. We didn’t know what to 
do, but we had the assurance that He 
was leading us. 

Do you remember those days? The excitement of tak-
ing on a challenge, knowing that if God didn’t show 
up, you were going to fail miserably? The passion to 
go forward when others were calling you a religious 
fanatic? The energy to run fast for Christ? The crystal 
clear vision that Christ died for sinners, and He called 
you to share the divine life-changing truth of His Holy 
Word in Arkansas or Africa? The drive to go wherever, 
do whatever, whenever He led you, because you knew 
you served the King of kings – the One who owns the 
cattle on a thousand hills? Remember that feeling? Re-
member when you were dreaming the dream God had 
given you when He called you? We were on fire! 

Then it happened … somewhere along the way, 

ministry became routine, we got in a rut, we began to 
take things personally, we lost the passion for the lost, 
we lost the strength to fight the fight, we gave up, we 
calmed down, we became OK with the status quo; and 
the dream God had given us became foggy. Let’s be 
honest – for most of us, we have all experienced this at 

one time or another. King David, after 
his sin with Bathsheba, cried unto the 
Lord, “Restore to me the joy of Your 
salvation and sustain me with a willing 
spirit” (Psalm 51:12, NASB).

It is a new year in Arkansas, and 
maybe for some of us, it is time to 
dream the dream again, to remember 
our calling, to rekindle the fire, to ask 
God for His anointing of the Holy 

Spirit upon us when we preach. Can you see it? What 
does God want to do through you and the church you 
serve in 2014? What is the vision (the picture of the pre-
ferred future) that God has shown you? 

From the mid-1990s until now, the words of Dr. Gray 
have not changed: “The majority of the world is lost; 
God called you as men to preach the gospel, so get to 
it, and dream the big dreams of God.” Preachers, lets 
dream the dream again! Ask Jesus for a fresh fire to fall 
on us! I love you, and it is an honor to serve you! I am 
excited about 2014 in Arkansas!

Archie Mason is president of the Arkansas Baptist State 
Convention and senior pastor of Central Baptist Church in 
Jonesboro.

The importance of having a will
For many years, Southern Baptists termed January as 

“Make Your Will Month.” It was a gentle reminder 
to all that we need to be good stewards of our estates. 
Establishing a last will and testament that accomplishes 
the things that the Lord leads us to do can be a very 
important part of good stewardship. In fact, for most of 
us, it is the single most important stew-
ardship decision we will ever make.

 Now, the most important time to 
have a will is on the day you die. Thus, 
on October 23, 2029, you will need a 
will. Okay, I am being ridiculous. No 
one knows the day he or she will die. 
For that matter, no one knows when 
we might become incapacitated and 
unable to even sign a will. That 
promotes the concept of sign-
ing a will now before it is too 
late!

 The next most important 
time to have a will is when you 
have minor children. Naming 
guardians for those children 
in the unlikely event of your 
demise before the children are 
of legal age can be extremely 
important. I do not know the 
odds, but it is rare for both par-
ents to die before the youngest 
child reaches the age of 18. 
Let’s say it is one in 500. But 
what if you are that one? Do you really want your chil-
dren to be left as wards of the state of Arkansas? 

 I remember looking around the room in our Lamaze 

class when our odds for having a Caesarean birth were 
one in seven. I wondered, in our class of seven couples, 
which one of them it would be. Later, I would discover 
that it would be us, not them! You might think that 
both of you, as parents, will not die before your chil-
dren are of legal age, but it does happen to some fami-

lies. In that case, you would want the 
probate judge to know whom you 
would want to raise your children.

Another important time to have a 
will (and possibly other such docu-
ments as a trust) is when you enter 
into a second marriage. In our world 
of divorce and remarriage, this is 
a common situation. Second mar-

riages require more intense 
planning if later problems 
are going to be avoided. And 
then another important time 
to have a will is when you 
have special needs children 
or spendthrift children. And 
another time would be when 
you have business interests 
that need to be protected. 

Do you get the point? 
The list of most important 
times to have a will is almost 
endless. As Isaiah told King 
Hezekiah, “Set your house in 
order, for you shall die and 

not live” (Isa. 38:1b, NKJV).
David Moore is president of the Arkansas Baptist 

Foundation.

FINANCIAL

 TIMES 

David Moore

The Arkansas Baptist News (ABN) 
invites pastors, other church 

staff and members of Arkansas Bap-
tist churches to submit reviews of re-
ligion-related books they have read.

Preferably, the book review 
should be no more than 350 words 
and should be about a book released 
in the past six months. 

Reviews submitted for publica-
tion may be edited for content and 
style.

If interested, please contact Tim 
Yarbrough, editor, at tim@arkan-
sasbaptist.org, or call 800-838-2272 
(toll-free in state) or 501-376-4791, 
ext. 5151. Visit www.arkansasbap-
tist.org/reviews for examples.

Read any good books lately?

www.facebook.com/arkbaptnews

Read more news 
and commentary 

at
www.arkansasbaptist.org

or on

PRESIDENT’S
PERSPECTIVE

Archie Mason
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First Baptist Church, Waldron, and 
Scott Carpenter, 41, Scott County 
sheriff and a member at Southside 
Baptist Church, Waldron, were 
swept away in rushing water as they 
attempted to reach stranded resi-
dents cut off by floodwaters along 
Mill Creek.

3. U.S. Supreme Court strikes 
down DOMA

In a 5-4 
d e c i s i o n 
June 26, 
the U.S. Su-
preme Court 
s u r p r i s e d 
some con-
s e r v a t i v e s 
by ruling 
against the 
Defense of 
Marriage Act 
( D O M A ) , 
which was 
signed into 
law in 1996 
by then Pres-
ident Bill 
Clinton.

“The essence of today’s decision 
is that federal benefits cannot be 
denied to same-sex couples that are 
legally married, which is legal now in 
some dozen states and in Washing-
ton, D.C.,” said Larry Page, execu-
tive director of the Arkansas Faith 
and Ethics Council.

“While the Court may not have 
granted the sweeping nationwide 

change of declaring marriage an ab-
solute right for couples regardless of 
their genders, it did in essence rede-
fine traditional marriage,” Page said.

4. Mayflower church aids spill 
victims

When an Exxon Mobil crude oil 
pipeline ruptured in a residential 
area March 29, members of First 
Baptist Church, Mayflower, used 
the man-made disaster as an oppor-
tunity to reach out to cleanup work-
ers and those affected by the spill.

On April 3, members fed families 
forced to evacuate from their homes, 

said David 
Fox, First 
Baptist pas-
tor.

The spill 
hit close to 
home for 
the church, 
said Fox. 
At least two 
m e m b e r 
families of 
First Bap-
tist were 
f o r c e d 
to evacu-
ate their 
homes; and 

numerous others suffered health-
related issues. The smell of oil was 
still prevalent in some areas of May-
flower more than a week after the 
spill and the start of cleanup. 

5. Russell Moore elected next 
ERLC president

The Southern Baptist Ethics and 
Religious Liberty Commission’s 
board of trustees named Russell 
Moore, former dean of the school of 

theology at South-
ern Baptist Theo-
logical Seminary, 
Louisville, Ky., the 
entity’s new presi-
dent March 26.

Moore,  41, 
a native of Bi-
loxi, Miss., is the 

eighth president 
of the entity charged by Southern 
Baptists with addressing moral and  
religious freedom issues. With a 
background in government, the pas-
torate and seminary training, Moore 
is a frequent commentator from a 
Southern Baptist and evangelical 
Christian perspective on ethics, the-
ology and culture.

6. Ark. churches debate Scout-
ing directions

The Boy Scouts 
of America (BSA) 
National Coun-
cil’s May 23 vote 
to change the or-
ganization’s mem-
bership resulted 
in First Baptist 
Church, Gravel 
Ridge, becoming 
the first organiza-
tion in Arkansas 
to revoke their 
BSA charter. 

First Baptist, 
Gravel Ridge, and Pastor Tim Reed, 
gained national attention after an-
nouncing the church was revoking 
its Boy Scouts charter following the 
organization’s decision to affirm ho-
mosexual Scouts.

First Baptist’s former Scout lead-
er Steven Noelte said the church’s 

decision to revoke its charter was a 
result of BSA forfeiting the values 
that, until recently, it had always re-
spected. 

“It is not us who have stepped 
away from BSA. It is BSA that has 
stepped away from us,” said Noelte.

7. Churches left to decide rules 
for concealed guns

An Arkansas law signed by Gov. 
Mike Beebe Feb. 11 gave churches 
and other places of worship the right 
to decide whether or not to allow 
concealed carry of guns on their 
properties.

Act 67, formerly Senate Bill 71, 
sailed through the Arkansas legisla-
ture before being signed into law by 
the Arkansas governor. 

The law changed a long-standing 
prohibition – much like that in 

place for govern-
ment buildings 
and schools – of 
concealed weap-
ons in churches.

8. Ark. couple 
sues over Glorieta 
sale

An Arkansas 
couple named the 
Southern Bap-
tist Convention 
(SBC), its Execu-
tive Committee, 
LifeWay Christian 

Resources and a long list of trustees 
and staff members in a lawsuit over 
the sale of the Glorieta Conference 
Center to Christian ministry Glo-
rieta 2.0.

The lawsuit, filed by Kirk and 
Susie Tompkins of Little Rock, con-
tend the Glorieta property located 

Victims of the Mayflower oil spill gather at First Baptist 
Church, Mayflower.

Moore

Arkansas judge orders trial in same-sex lawsuit
LITTLE ROCK – Pulaski County 
Circuit Judge Chris Piazza says the 
question of Arkansas’ prohibition of 
same-sex unions should be decided 
by a trial.

Piazza rejected a motion by gov-
ernment lawyers to dismiss the law-
suit seeking to end the Arkansas ban 
Dec. 19, the same day New Mexico’s 
highest court legalized same-sex mar-
riage.

The ruling in New Mexico means 
that same-sex marriage has gained 
legal standing in more than one-
third of America’s 50 states. The 
legal victory by same-sex marriage 
advocates added to their successes in 
an unprecedented year for the move-
ment. In 2013, marriage between 
people of the same sex has become 
legal in eight states, the most of any 
year so far.

Piazza simultaneously refused a 
motion by the plaintiffs to bar the 
state from continuing to apply the 
prohibition to the nine legally mar-
ried same-sex couples that are part 
of the 43-member plaintiffs’ group, 
according to the Arkansas Democrat-
Gazette.

The judge’s two-sentence ruling 
did not state a reason, the Democrat-
Gazette reported.

“The court … having considered 

all pleadings, arguments of counsel 
and applicable laws … sets forth the 
following: all defendants’ motions 
to dismiss are denied. Plaintiffs’ mo-
tion for preliminary injunction is 
denied,” the judge’s ruling said.

No trial has been scheduled, but 
the attor-
ney repre-
senting the 
p la int i f f s 
said he 
would like 
the case to 
be resolved 
at the cir-
cuit -court 
level with-
in three 
months. 

W h a t -
ever the 
verdict, an appeal is expected, which 
will mean the marriage-ban question 
will ultimately be decided by the Ar-
kansas Supreme Court.

The plaintiffs include 21 same-sex 
couples and a woman who wants to 
dissolve her New York marriage to 
another woman. They claim that 
Amendment 83 of the Arkansas 
Constitution, passed by popular 
vote in 2004, and related statutes 
violate both state and federal con-

stitutions, said the Democrat-Gazette. 
They say the laws violate equal-pro-
tection guarantees and are deliber-
ately demeaning and degrading to 
them and their children.

The lawsuit targets the Arkan-
sas Department of Health, which 

m a n a g e s 
the state’s 
marriage re-
cords, and 
the Depart-
ment of Fi-
nance and 
Administra-
tion, which 
o v e r s e e s 
income-tax 
collection, 
along with 
the county 
clerks in 

seven counties where plaintiffs have 
been refused marriage licenses.

The New Mexico decision pro-
duced another setback for defend-
ers of the biblical and traditional 
view of marriage between a man 
and a woman. It came less than a 
week after a federal judge in Utah 
essentially decriminalized polygamy 
and about a month after two states, 
Hawaii and Illinois, legalized gay 
marriage.

Southern Baptist ethicist Russell 
D. Moore, one of biblical marriage’s 
defenders, responded to the New 
Mexico ruling by acknowledging the 
trend and encouraging his allies.

“It seems that every week there 
comes a new development on the 
marriage debate, and New Mexico 
is the latest,” said Moore, president 
of the Ethics and Religious Liberty 
Commission. “We should steel our 
resolve to articulate a biblical vision 
of marriage, to love our neighbors 
who disagree with us and to fight 
and contend for God’s purpose for 
marriage, the family and for religious 
liberty in these changing times.”

The battle over what constitutes 
legal marriage will continue else-
where in the country. The issue is in 
the courts in several states, and gay 
marriage advocates are seeking elec-
toral or legislative victories in others. 
Through 2016, the Human Rights 
Campaign – the country’s largest 
political organization promoting les-
bian, gay, bisexual and transgender 
rights – has targeted Arizona, Colo-
rado, Indiana, Michigan, Nevada, 
Ohio and Oregon at the ballot box 
or in the legislature.

Compiled from multiple reports, in-
cluding reports from the Arkansas Dem-
ocrat-Gazette and Baptist Press. 
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Thomas

Acts 1:8 One Day Mission Trip participants pray 
during the event Oct. 5 in Harrison.

east of Santa Fe, N.M., was not 
properly transferred from the SBC 
Executive Committee and deeded 
to LifeWay after the Executive Com-
mittee received it from the Baptist 
Convention of New Mexico in 1950. 
The Tompkins, along with others,  
lease property at Glorieta.

9. Arkansas leads pro-life charge 
Legislation approved by the Ar-

kansas General Assembly resulted in 
the Natural State having some of the 
strongest pro-life laws in the nation.

“With successful overrides of the 
governor’s vetoes, the Arkansas Gen-
eral Assembly has enacted two laws 
that, without question, make Arkan-
sas the strongest pro-life state in the 
nation,” said Larry Page, executive 
director of the Arkansas Faith and 
Ethics Council.

The state House of Representa-
tives voted 56-33 March 6 to over-
ride a veto by Gov. Mike Beebe, 

thereby providing final approval 
to a measure that bans abortion of 
unborn babies whose heartbeats 
have been detected by ultrasound at 
12 weeks or later. The Senate had 
voted 20-14 the day before for the 
veto override, which requires only a 
majority in Arkansas.

The law marks a new front in the 
effort by states to regulate abortion, 
and it remains to be seen if it will 
survive a challenge in court, accord-
ing to observers. 

10. Thomas named ABF presi-
dent-elect

Bobby G. Thomas, 37, of Cabot, 
was named president-elect of the Ar-
kansas Baptist Foundation, succeed-
ing David Moore, who announced 
his retirement ef-
fective in 2015.

Thomas, who 
serves as the Foun-
dation’s institu-
tional investment 
consultant, was 
selected at the 
Foundation’s May 
board of trustees 
meeting.

A native of West Memphis, 
Thomas is a member and deacon 
at Mount Carmel Baptist Church, 
Cabot. He is first vice president at 
Merrill Lynch, Pierce, Fenner and 
Smith Inc. in Little Rock, where he 
has been employed since 1997.

Compiled by Arkansas Baptist News 
staff. Pro-life activists line the steps of the Arkansas Capitol Jan. 20 for the 35th Annual March for Life.
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ICE STORM RECOVERY – Jim Rutledge of the Tri-County Baptist Association disaster 
relief recovery unit stands next to a cross cut into a stump in front of a house in Waldron. 
The Tri-County unit worked in Waldron clearings trees downed by a recent ice storm. In all, 
14 recovery jobs were completed in the area Dec. 14-15.

Marijuana wording rejected
LITTLE ROCK – Wording of a 
proposed ballot measure that would 
legalize marijuana in Arkansas has 
once again been rejected by Attor-
ney General Dustin McDaniel.

The Associated Press (AP) re-
ported that McDaniel said there are 
ambiguities in the wording of a pro-
posed constitutional amendment 
submitted by Marjorie LeClair of 
Shirley. 

The attorney general must certify 
the proposed amendment before sig-
natures needed to place it on next 
year’s ballot can be solicited by sup-
porters.

The proposal calls for repealing 

all state laws related to the cannabis 
plant, said the AP. McDaniel’s let-
ter to LeClair said the proposal had 
“unclear language” regarding how 
marijuana would be taxed.

The attorney general’s office has 
approved language on two separate 
marijuana-related issues, allowing 
supporters to gather signatures in an 
effort to put the items on upcoming 
ballots, the AP reported. Both of the 
proposals are related to the medici-
nal use of marijuana.

A ballot proposal to legalize the 
medical use of marijuana in Arkan-
sas was rejected by voters in Novem-
ber 2012.

$5 million donated to hospital

JONESBORO – A $5 million do-
nation by an Arkansas couple an-
nounced Dec. 10 is the largest gift 
to Baptist Memorial Health Care 
in the Memphis-based hospital sys-
tem’s 101-year history, according to 
press reports.

Wallace and Jama Fowler of 
Jonesboro donated $5 million to the 
Northeast Arkansas (NEA) Baptist 
Charitable Foundation. The money 
will be used to create the Fowler 
Family Patient Assistance Endow-
ment, a fund that will expand sup-
port services for the health care cen-
ter’s cancer patients. A new cancer 
center at NEA Baptist’s new medi-
cal campus at 4800 E. Johnson in 
Jonesboro will be named the Fowler 
Family Center for Cancer Care, a 
spokesperson for NEA Baptist said.

“It is an honor to receive such a 
generous gift from the Fowler fam-
ily for the new cancer center at NEA 
Baptist,” said Brad Parsons, CEO 
and administrator of NEA Baptist 
Memorial Hospital. “The Fowlers 
have given to many great initiatives 
in our community, and this is no dif-
ferent. This gift will help transform 
cancer care in northeast Arkansas 
for generations to come.”

A ribbon-cutting ceremony for 
the new hospital in Jonesboro, 
which opens in January, was held 
Dec. 10.

The 80-acre campus features 
a 550,000-square-foot hospital, 
212,000 square feet of clinic space 
and the 34,000-square-foot cancer 
center. NEA said 500 jobs in health 
care are being created as a result of 
the $400 million project.

All components of cancer care are 
being placed under one roof, includ-
ing diagnostics and chemotherapy 
treatments, as a result of the Fowler 

Family Center for Cancer Care. The 
center has 22 chemotherapy infu-
sion suites.

“We look forward to working 
with NEA Baptist and the cancer 
center to help provide additional 
support for patients and their fami-
lies,” Wallace Fowler said.

Wallace Fowler is a business 
owner and banker. Earlier this year, 
Fowler sold his privately-held bank 
company, Liberty Bancshares, to 
publicly traded Home BancShares 
Inc. of Conway for $280 million, 
according to Arkansas Business. The 
deal marked the largest in-state bank 
transaction in Arkansas history.

Artist rendering of new Jonesboro hospital.



www.arkansasbaptist.org 9   Baptist Life

New Georgia Baptist app developed for Bible drillers
Eddy G. Oliver
Georgia Baptist Convention

DULUTH, Ga. – The digital age 
has come to Bible drill.

The new Bible Drill application 
has been launched by the Georgia 
Baptist Convention to help students 
and their leaders study God’s Word 
on their tablets or smartphones. 

Developed as a general disciple-
ship tool for children, students, 
adults and families, the app allows 
Bible drill participants to review 
Books of the Bible and current 
verses through different activity and 
study options, said Maria Brannen, 
Georgia state missionary in disciple-
ship/spiritual renewal. 

“Kids are digital natives, and this 
is a great way for them to have an op-
portunity for study at home during 
the week,” Brannen said. 

The app provides a tool for chil-
dren, youth and high school drill-
ers to study in a variety of styles the 
Scriptures they are memorizing. It 
includes options such as a bubble 
game, electronic flash cards and 
“type out a verse.” 

Additional activities help them 
learn and review Books of the Bible. 
The app is preloaded with three 
translations used by Bible drillers – 
King James Version, Holman Chris-

tian Standard Version and English 
Standard Version. Students and 
adults also have the option to share 
a verse they are learning via social 
media.

The app isn’t specific to Geor-
gia’s Bible drill tournament, so any-
one may download it in the Apple 
iTunes Store for use in preparing for 
Bible drills.

“It’s a great home study tool 
where students can learn even if no 
one else is around,” Brannen said. 
“We hope to have a whole new gen-
eration of children who will have a 
passion for studying God’s Word.”

Additionally, Brannen said the 
app may also be used by Christian 
parents who want their children 
to memorize Scripture, facilitating 

a faith connection at home where 
activities can be done as a family. 
The app can also be used as a learn-
ing activity on an iPad in Bible drill, 
Sunday school and missions classes 
at church.

Bridgett Oliver, Bible drill leader 
at First Baptist Church in Calhoun, 
Ga., said, “All my Bible drill parents 
and teachers are downloading the 
app, and they love it. We have sev-
eral church members who do not 
have children but simply want to 
be familiar with the material when 
the competition comes. (The) Bible 
Drill (app) is contagious!”

First developed in the 1920s, the 
purpose of Bible drills is to help 
drillers increase in the knowledge of 
the Bible, develop skills in locating 
Bible Books and verses, memorize 
the names of the Books of the Bible 
in order along with Bible verses, 
while learning to apply the Bible to 
their lives.

The Georgia Baptist Convention 
is the permanent host for the Na-
tional Invitational Youth Bible Drill 
and Speakers Tournament. In 2014, 
the event will take place on June 20 
at First Baptist Church in Helen, 
Ga.

Eddy G. Oliver serves as state mis-
sionary in communication services at the 
Georgia Baptist Convention.

Two girls use an iPad to access the Georgia Baptist Convention’s new application, ‘Bible Drill.’
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OBU visual arts dept. named for Adams
ARKADELPHIA – Ouachita Bap-
tist University has announced plans 
to remodel the home of Ouachita’s 
visual arts program. The depart-
ment, which will feature an updat-
ed exterior and renovated interior 
space, will be named the Rosemary 
Adams Department of Visual Arts 
in honor of Ouachita alumna Rose-
mary (Gossett) Adams’ gift to fund 
the project.

Primary renovation priorities, 
scheduled to begin this spring, in-
clude constructing a new front fa-
cade and entrance to Moses-Provine 
Hall, which houses the visual arts 
program; creating gallery spaces 
to display artists’ works; renovat-
ing classroom, studio and office 
space, and adding an elevator and 
additional restrooms to the facility. 
Adams, who provided a major gift to 

fund the project, is a 1963 Ouachita 
graduate with a major in art.

“Rosemary Adams’ gift provides 
an incredible opportunity for the de-
partment of visual arts,” said Scott 
Holsclaw, dean of the school of fine 
arts. “This gift will allow the depart-
ment of visual arts to update the 
facility that houses the department 
by providing new gallery space and 
state-of-the-art studios for drawing, 
painting, ceramics and graphic de-
sign. 

“The new Rosemary Adams De-
partment of Visual Arts will gen-
erate a new energy in the depart-
ment and across campus,” Holsclaw 
added. 

“This gift will help ensure that 
we are able to meet our mission for 
years to come as we strive to make a 
difference through the arts.”

‘Duck Dynasty’ to help Spark of Life
LITTLE ROCK – Two of the stars 
of the “Duck Dynasty” TV show are 
coming to Little Rock with the aim 
of helping a “grief recovery” organi-
zation based in Searcy.

Willie and Korie Robertson will 
share about “Faith, Family and 
Ducks” at 7 p.m., Jan. 18 as a part of 
the Spark of Life Foundation event 
at the Stephens Center on the cam-
pus of the University of Arkansas at 
Little Rock, according to organizers.

The Spark of Life Foundation is a 
nonprofit organization that provides 
“grief recovery retreats to those that 
have experienced loss,” according to 
its website.

Proceeds from the event will fund 
Spark of Life’s 2014 retreats, said 
Barry Steger, executive director of 
development. Twenty of the retreats 
are planned for 2014, including a re-
treat in Newtown, Conn., which will 
serve those affected by 2012’s Sandy 
Hook Elementary School shooting, 
he said.

The organization provides re-
treats free of charge, Steger said.

“Our motto is, ‘All you have to 
do is get there,” said Steger. “Sixty 
percent of those that attend our re-
treats have lost a child. … We hope 
to give folks some hope and some 
resources during some of their most 
difficult times in life. I look at it like 

an old cassette player. When you suf-
fer a loss, you hit that rewind button 
over and over and over again. Then 
hopefully, you come to our retreat 
and you hit the pause button for a 
little bit. And then after that, you 
can hit the forward button or even 
the fast-forward button.”

Spark of Life invites people of any 
or no faith to attend their retreats, 
but all staff members who lead the 
retreats are committed Christians, 
Steger said.

“Obviously, the only hope that 
anyone is going to find in this is 
through a personal relationship with 
Jesus Christ. Anytime you experi-
ence loss, God is going to come up,” 
he said. “On Sundays, we have an 
optional time where we have Com-
munion and a time of prayer, and 
I would say that 90 percent of our 
participants come to it,” he said.

“Willie and Korie have an in-
tense desire to help others, and to 
use their newfound fame for God’s 
glory. They will share their story 
at the benefit, that promises to be 
filled with laughter and insights 
about the crazy antics of the ‘Duck 
Dynasty’ gang,” a press release for 
the event stated.

More information about the 
event is available at www.sparkoflife.
org.

Plan for Ouachita’s remodeled visual arts department named for Rosemary Adams.
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C l a s s i f i e d s
PASTOR

First Baptist Church, Dumas, is seeking a full-
time pastor. Send resumes to First Baptist 
Church, Pastor Search Committee, 200 East Water-
man, Dumas, AR 71639 or email to FBCdumas@
centurytel.net.

Kern Heights Baptist Church is seeking full-
time pastor. Send resume to 822 N. 9th, De 
Queen, AR 71832, Attn: Pastor Search Committee 
or khbc@windstream.net.

Ridge View Baptist Church, Wynne, is seeking 
a full-time pastor. Send resume to Ridge View 
Baptist Church Pastor Search Committee, P.O. Box 
555, Wynne, AR 72396.

Star City Baptist Church is searching for a full-
time pastor. Send resume to First Baptist Church, 
P.O. Box 368, Star City, AR 71667.

Sylamore Baptist, Mountain View, is seeking 
a bi-vocational pastor. Call 901-351-1040, 
email to kenw@mvtel.net or mail resume to P.O. 
Box 1596, Mountain View, AR 72560.

Mountain Home Baptist Church is seeking a 
full-time senior pastor. Send resume to 1960 
Glenbriar Drive, Mountain Home, AR 72653, Attn: 
Pastor Search Committee or mhbaptistchurch@
suddenlinkmail.com. 

FBC, Mount Ida, is accepting resumes for a full-

time pastor. Email to fbcmtida@gmail.com 
or mail to Pastor Search Committee, P.O. Box 87, 
Mount Ida, AR 71957.

Osceola First Baptist Church is seeking a full-
time pastor. Send resumes to Pastor Search 
Committee, 2900 W. Keiser Ave., Osceola, AR 
72370 or email to fbcosc@rittermail.com.

First Baptist Church of Manila is seeking a full-
time pastor. We are a two-service, mission-
minded church. Please send resumes to caleb-
finley@hotmail.com or they may also be sent to 
Manila First Baptist Church Pastor Search Commit-
tee, P.O. Box 1304, Manila, AR 72442.

Leachville Second Baptist is seeking bi-voca-
tional pastor. Please send resume to Leachville 
Second Baptist Church Pastor Search Committee, 
P.O. Box 565, Leachville, AR 72438.

FBC of Neosho, Mo., is accepting resumes for 
senior pastor with experience and seminary 
degree. Send resumes: PSC@fbcneosho.com or 
PSC c/o Dr. S. Ray Crews, 1691 Southern Drive, 
Neosho, MO 64850.

OTHER STAFF POSITIONS

First Baptist Church of Sherwood is seeking a 
full-time associate pastor of music/wor-
ship. Resumes received through March 7, 2014. 

Send to First Baptist Church, Music/Worship Search 
Committee, 701 Country Club Road, Sherwood, AR 
72120 or email responsefbcs@swbell.net.

Full-time position associational mis-
sionary wanted for North Arkansas Baptist As-
sociation located in north central Arkansas, cover-
ing four counties and consisting of 59 churches. 
Resumes accepted until the end of February 2014. 
Send resume to NABA, Attn: Search Committee, 
319 N. Chestnut St., Harrison, AR 72601 or email to 
dalewg@windstream.net. Phone: 870-741-3806. 
See website – www.nabaptist.org – for additional 
information.

First Baptist Church, Searcy, is looking for a 
part-time music associate (or assistant, 
depending on experience) to work with 
praise team vocalists and instrumentalists. Please 
send resume to Linda Stake at 105 S. Spring St., 
Searcy, AR 72143 or linda@fbcsearcy.org.

Formosa Baptist in Clinton is prayerfully search-
ing for a part-time worship leader who can 
lead a blended service. Please send resumes or 
questions to billytreece@hotmail.com or Formosa 
Baptist Church, P.O. Box 1530, Clinton, AR 72031.

First Baptist Church in Bells, Tenn., is seeking 
a full-time minister to students (K-12). 
Parsonage is provided. For more information or to 
apply, email ddavisfbc@bellsouth.net.

The Jefferson Baptist Association, south of St. 
Louis, Mo., is looking for a full-time director 
of missions. Requirements: degree from an SBC-
affiliated seminary and senior pastor experience. 
Full salary and benefit package. Send cover letter 
and resume by Feb. 28, 2014, to domsearchteam@
gmail.com.

MISCELLANEOUS 

Living Christmas Tree: capacity – 46 
people, height – 24 feet, depth – 9 feet, width – 
24 feet, greenery included, $11,200, Eagle Heights 
Baptist, Harrison, 870-741-5148.

Do you need a church pianist? We have 
piano CDs for congregational singing. Hymns, 
seasonal, choruses - Worship Service Resources, 
1-877-977-6800. Free demo! Special church pric-
ing! www.wsrpianocds.com.

Cruise and tour in the steps of Paul 
and John catering to Southern Baptists. Eight 
to 19 day first-class packages. www.pilgrimtours.
com. 800-322-0788.

Pleasant Hill Baptist Church, Hot Springs, is 
sponsoring a Family Revival weekend Jan. 
24-26, featuring Bert and Jan Harper of American 
Family Association. To register, visit www.phb-
church.org or contact 501-463-4200.

ROGERS – Bethany Boxx, 20, and 
Katelyn Boxx, 16, both members 
of First Baptist Church, Rogers, 
were killed Dec. 26 when a pickup 
slammed into their family van, over-
turning it on U.S. Highway 71 in Mc-
Donald County, Mo., according to 
the Missouri State Highway Patrol.

Another sister, Gracen Boxx, 
18, was seriously injured in the ac-
cident. David Boxx, 51, and Janet 
Boxx, 50, parents of the three sisters, 

were treated and released from the 
hospital. A passenger in the Boxx 
van, O’Rane Williams, 21, of Con-
way, was also injured.

The drivers of the pickup and 
another vehicle involved in the ac-
cident were not hospitalized.

First Baptist is accepting dona-
tions to assist the Boxx family, ac-
cording to the church’s website – 
www.fbcrogers.org. For information, 
call 479-636-3451.

Two FBC, Rogers, sisters 
die in Dec. 26 accident

CWJC GRADUATION – Several women recently graduated from Future&Hope Christian 
Women’s Job Corps (CWJC). Susie Everett, member of First Baptist Church, Benton, served as 
speaker. The CWJC site opened in early 2013 and is located in Paragould. The graduation was 
held at First Baptist Church, Paragould. From left: Kathy Mitchell, mentor coordinator; gradu-
ates Laura, Jamie, Cindy and Karen; Carol Foster, site coordinator; graduates Terri and Loretta, 
and Jewel Clark, volunteer coordinator. 

Milestones
Larry D. White, director of mis-

sions for the Faulkner Baptist Asso-
ciation, and Matthew Blake Pryor, 
pastor of First Baptist Church, 
Wooster, received Doctor of Minis-
try degrees from New Orleans Bap-

tist Theological Seminary Dec. 14.
Fort Smith Christian Women’s 

Job Corps (FSCWJC) held a Christ-
mas party Dec. 9 at Oaks Manor 
Conference and Retreat Center in 
Van Buren. About 60 people attend-
ed the event, which included a meal, 
a speaker, music and gifts. It also 

served as a time to celebrate God’s 
work in the lives of the women and 
families involved with FSCWJC in 
2013.

ASSOCIATION CELEBRATES WMU – First Baptist Church, Jonesboro, celebrated the 125th 
anniversary of Woman’s Missionary Union (WMU). The guest speaker was Diane Blackwood, 
state WMU president, with music provided by Ken Wadley. Special guests were from left: 
Sheila Wooldridge (dressed as Lottie Moon), Nina Thompson (dressed as Annie Armstrong) 
and Jane Pigue (dressed as Dixie Jackson). The 125-130 who attended came from churches in 
the Mt. Zion Baptist Association and surrounding areas.

Share your church news with the 
Arkansas Baptist News!

Email abn@arkansasbaptist.org 
or call 501-376-4791, ext. 5153
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WITH A GAP-TOOTHED grin, 
Cali Ruth Weaver stood with a pink 
and white Hawaiian lei around her 
shoulders in front of the presents at 
her 8th birthday party.

Like many 8-year-olds, Cali want-
ed presents for her birthday. But 
unlike many 8-year-olds, she chose 
to give them up – for the patients 
at Arkansas Children’s Hospital in 
Little Rock.

Instead of requesting gifts for 
herself, Cali included the “wish list” 
from the hospital website with her 
invitations, asking that friends buy 
for the hospital instead of for her.

Though she still received some 
gifts from family and friends, they 
also bought for the hospital. Mark-
ers, nail polish, a card game and 
more lined the table at Cali’s Ha-
waiian-themed birthday party in 
September. They filled five large gift 
bags.

But people’s generos-
ity did not end with the 
party. As the Christmas 
season approached, 
family and friends con-
tinued to donate items, 
which the Weavers con-
tinued to collect until 
delivering them to the 
hospital Dec. 27.

Ellen Archibald, Ca-
li’s grandmother and 
wife of Pastor Tracy Ar-
chibald of Unity Baptist 
Church, Paragould, who 
also serves as Acts 1:8 
One Day Mission Trip 
coordinator for the Ar-
kansas Baptist State Convention, 

said Cali considered backing out of 
the deal because she wanted pres-
ents. 

“But when it came 
down to the last minute 
to hand out the invita-
tions, she said, ‘I really 
don’t need anything, so 
go ahead and give them 
the list so they can buy 
something for the hos-
pital. I know they really 
need the stuff on the 
list,’” Archibald said. 
“We were so proud to see 
her choose to stick to her 
first decision to help oth-
ers.”

“I saw someone on 
TV ask for food instead 
of gifts for their birthday, 
and I wanted to do some-

thing too,” said Cali. “So I thought I 

would do toys for the sick kids.”
She said giving the gifts away, 

rather than receiving them for her-
self, made her “feel good.”

 “I wanted toys, but I didn’t really 
need them,” she said.

“It truly is an amazing feeling to 
know she has such a big heart,” said 
Leah Weaver, Cali’s mother. “She 
does things every day that amaze 
us. She is a very loving and giving 
little girl, and we are so excited and 
thankful God has given her such a 
warm heart. We love seeing her help 
and encourage others. Sometimes 
it’s just the littlest things that we no-
tice her doing that puts a smile on 
our face.”

Leah Weaver explained that she 
and her husband, Nick, foster this 
kind of attitude in Cali by encourag-
ing her to pursue her ideas – like the 
birthday gift donation – and to do 
the things she wants to do to serve.

“But it’s not just ideas we encour-
age – we encourage and talk to her 
about being a loving, giving, caring 
person,” explained Leah Weaver, 
who attends Unity Baptist Church 
with her husband and daughter. 
“She loves helping people, especially 
kids, every day. My parents taught 
me the same thing growing up. See-
ing them help others made a huge 
difference in my life, and I wanted 
her to know helping others brings 
joy to others and ourselves.”

This is not the first time Cali has 
set her sights on helping others. 

When she was just a preschooler, 
her class participated in a penny 
drive, which left Cali with a heart 
to help. So as a 5-year-old kinder-
gartner, Cali raised funds to buy 21 
dozen teddy bears, with the idea that 
“every sick kid needs a teddy bear” 
(see the Aug. 25, 2011, issue of the 
Arkansas Baptist News).

She also colored a heart that said 
“Get Well Soon” to go along with 
each bear. The bears were delivered 
to the hospital Aug. 12, 2011.

But even greater than the gifts 
Cali has given is the gift she recently 
received. On Aug. 13, almost exactly 
two years after her teddy bear do-
nation, she accepted Christ while 
sitting on the lap of her “Poppy” – 
Tracy Archibald – on his birthday.

While some may say children are 
too young to make a difference, Nick 
and Leah Weaver don’t subscribe to 
that theory.

“We think anyone at any age can 
make a difference,” said Leah Weav-
er. “It can be as simple as smiling at 
someone and making their day or 
something huge that may start with 
a young child’s idea that turns into 
something that takes lots of people.”

And what does Cali want to say to 
other children about their ability to 
make a difference despite their age?

“It may not seem fun, but it is 
‘funner’ than getting presents. I 
would tell them to try it no matter 
what their idea is.”

8-year-old gives birthday gifts to hospital

ABSC SERVICE AWARDS  - Nine Arkansas Baptist State Convention Executive Board em-
ployees received service awards for their time in ministry at the convention. Awards were 
presented during the annual state convention Christmas celebration. Back from left: Travis 
McCormick, missions support team member, five years; Darrel Ray, Arkansas Tech University 
campus minister (formerly campus minister at Westark Community College, now University 
of Arkansas-Fort Smith) on the collegiate ministry team, 25 years; Jeff Corley, business affairs 
team member, 10 years, and Lynn Riley, evangelism and church growth team member, 15 
years. Front from left: Gwen McCallister, executive support team member, five years; Diane 
Parker, missions support team leader (formerly collegiate ministry team member), 20 years; 
Connie McCall, leadership and worship team member, five years, and Marty Davis, ministry 
planning team member, 15 years. Not pictured: William Jaques, leadership and worship team 
member, five years.

Cali Ruth Weaver (above front center) cel-
ebrates her birthday by collecting gifts for 
Arkansas Children’s Hospital in Little Rock. She 
and her parents (right), Nick and Leah Weaver, 
delivered the gifts to the hospital Dec. 27.

CHURCH SERVICES DIRECTORY

James Greene & Associates
800-422-3384
www.jamesgreeneins.com
James Greene & Associates represents Brotherhood Mutual 
Insurance, a national leader insuring churches in alliance 
with GuideStone. Call today or go online for property, 
liability, auto and worker’s comp quotes!

Kitchen Equipment
& Supplies
Aimco Equipment Co. 
10001 Colonel Glenn Rd.
Little Rock, AR 72204
501-228-0808

Lighting & Sound
American AVL
800-352-7222
Little Rock/Jackson/Ruston/New Orleans
Audio, Video, & Lighting Systems & Equipment
Ask about our free site needs AVL review

Playgrounds
Rusty Peoples - rusty@peopleslandscaping.com
479-769-0580, (toll-free) 866-388-1365 
Quality park-playground equip, surfacing & shades
Free design consultations
www.heartlandparks.com

Baptistries/Steeples
Construction Sales Co., Inc.
P.O. Box 1049
Magnolia, AR 71753-1049
800-526-9663  FAX: 870-234-6475
Also laminated wood arches, beams and decking 

Church Facility Planner
Sowell Architects
1315 North Street, Suite 100
Conway, AR  72034
501-450-9633 FAX: 501-450-7228
Email: rik@sowellarchitects.com
www.sowellarchitects.com
Master planning, site analysis
and all architectural services

Church Furnishings
Covington Commercial Furniture
72 Batesville Blvd.
Batesville, AR  72501
870-793-3885  870-793-8252 Fax
Email: Charles@BatesvilleFurniture.com
Auditorium seating, Education furniture, Office 
furniture, Factory design assistance

Church Insurance
Michael B Russell, MA, MBA
Member, First Baptist Church, Springdale
Mike Russell & Associates
P.O. Box 709, Bentonville, AR 72712
877-715-5336, 479-657-6369 fax
www.protectmychurch.org   AR Ins. Lic. #185726
Non-profit - Church - Commercial - Employee Benefits

To place your business in the 
monthly Church Services Directory, 

call 501-376-4791, ext. 5153.

Cali Ruth Weaver totes 
gifts to be delivered to 
hospital patients.
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Gayla Parker
member 

Lifeway Baptist
Little Rock

“Gayla does excellent work, but 
there is one area she needs to work 
on. She can’t seem to stop talking 
in class,” my fifth-grade teacher told 
my mother. 

Talking – it kept me in trouble. 
As a missionary in the Philip-

pines, language learn-
ing required a great deal 
of talking. Being the 
talker that I am, I fin-
ished the requirements 
early. The jobs I have 
held over the last sev-
eral years – you guessed 
it – have required a lot 
of talking. It is what I 
use to bring God glory. 
I’m not excusing talk-
ing in class. That was 
disobedience, and that 
is never acceptable. But 
when I’m preparing for a retreat that 
will require five or six hours of talk-
ing, I can’t help but smile and be 
thankful for my gift of talking. 

When I was born, my mother 
was only 16 years old. I was not a 
plan. I was the result of a series of 
bad choices. But she saw it through. 
And when God knitted me together 
many years ago, He knew I would be 
one of His “talkers” on the mission 

field and in America. 
One of my favorite quotes is from 

the Olympic runner Eric Liddell, 
who said, “I feel God’s pleasure 
when I run.” When God knit Eric 
together, He gave him the gift of 
running. And Liddell used that gift 

to bring glory to God.
David says in Psalm 

139:14, “I praise you 
because I am fearfully 
and wonderfully made.” 
Each of us was made 
with a personality, a tal-
ent, a characteristic that 
brings God pleasure.  It 
has nothing to do with 
how we got our start in 
life. It has everything to 
do with the God who 
knows every movement 
we make and every de-

tail of our inner being and who will 
be at every place we decide to go 
(Psalm 139).

My mother could have chosen a 
different path. But she chose life, my 
life. In Arkansas in 2013, more than 
300 babies were saved through preg-
nancy care center ministries. Life is 
valuable, valuable enough that Jesus 
came and died on the cross. Let’s be 
proactive and choose life.

When I first saw our daughter, I 
thought she was the most beautiful, 
special child ever born – like most 
parents. If this is so, how do so many 
people end up in orphanages, home-
less, abused and persecuted? What is 
the basic issue in the mistreatment 
of those “other people”?

Psalm 139 records 
God’s precise knowl-
edge of David’s person-
ality and practices. Like-
wise, Jeremiah 1:5 re-
cords, “Before I formed 
you in the womb I knew 
you.” This is exact, deep 
knowing, indicating in-
dividual worth.

Matthew 4:24 and 
Matthew 5 find Jesus 
defending the poor and 
outcast, demonstrating 
God’s concern for every individual. 
Then, the crown jewel of Jesus’ work 
was revealed at Calvary. There, He 
said, “Today you shall be with Me in 
Paradise” (Luke 23:43). Spoken to 
the rich? Spoken to the philanthro-
pist or religious leader? No. This was 
spoken to the thief. If even a spar-
row’s fall is noticed, Jesus assures us, 
we are, too (Matt. 10:29-31).

Paul speaks of heavenly treasure 

in earthly vessels. We have become 
living tabernacles for the Holy 
Spirit. The Jewish man had a prayer 
shawl, a “tallith.” When pulled over 
his head, it became a miniature tab-
ernacle – a place of meeting with 
God.  We, likewise, are a place of 

meeting – God’s Spirit 
dwelling within us.

Paul tells us of mys-
teries. I believe this 
is one of the greatest: 
“For the Son of Man 
has come to save that 
which was lost” (Matt. 
18:11). God is not will-
ing that any should per-
ish (Matt. 18:14). Why? 
Because God, Himself, 
created us; we are His.

Just as you would not 
break an item that be-

longed to another, God insists we 
treat others with care. Mankind is 
God’s, set apart for Him. We are 
designed to be in relationship with 
Him and love Him. Each life is His 
alone to determine. Thus, every life 
is sacred, not to be wasted, even by 
the one living it.

Won’t you treat yourself with re-
spect? Won’t you allow God to re-
store you? All you need do is ask.

Mary Kisor
member

First Baptist
London

I can’t help noticing the headlines 
in the gossip tabloids I see in the 
checkout lines. I think, “Who comes 
up with this stuff?” It seems there is 
always someone willing to betray a 
trust (or make up a trust) for the sake 
of the dollars to be re-
ceived by a tabloid.

Betrayal has been 
around for a while. But 
never has there been a 
betrayal more signifi-
cant than when Judas 
betrayed Jesus for a few 
pieces of silver. 

Jesus and His disci-
ples had enjoyed a very 
special night together. 
Afterward, they head-
ed to a garden in the 
Kidron Valley where 
the betrayal would take place. 

Until the night of the betrayal, 
the disciples considered Judas to be 
a friend – a friend with privileged 
information he gave to the tabloids 
of their day. The prophets of old 
said the Messiah would be betrayed. 
Judas chose to be the betrayer. 

As is common with breaking 
news, a mob arrived, along with the 
soldiers. They demanded to talk 
with “Jesus the Nazarene,” to which 

Jesus answered, “I am He” (John 18: 
5). His answer was much more than 
a simple yes. It was the identifica-
tion of His oneness with the One 
who had told Moses, “I Am” (Ex. 
3:14). Just as the name had power 

in the day of Moses, it 
had power on this night, 
and the crowd fell to the 
ground. Jesus could have 
walked away at that mo-
ment, but He willingly 
surrendered, fulfilling 
prophecy.

As if one betrayal was 
not enough, the next be-
trayal came in the form 
of the denial of a friend-
ship. The betrayer was 
Peter. It may be hard to 
imagine how Peter could 

do this, but every time our behavior 
does not line up with Scripture, we 
have just joined Peter in denying our 
relationship with Jesus.

 As Jesus faced the high priests, 
He never changed His testimony. He 
testified He had spoken openly, min-
istered openly and answered honest-
ly. He stayed true to His mission de-
spite false accusations: His mission, 
coming as the Suffering Servant who 
would pay the price for our sins.  

Prove God exists. Volumes have 
been written by great theologians on 
this topic. 

In Psalm 19, David records that 
the world reveals God’s glory in 
nature so clearly that even the un-
schooled can see it and 
worship Him.

In Romans 1, Paul’s 
treatise on God re-
vealed in nature leaves 
no excuse, even in the 
absence of the writ-
ten gospel, for doubt. 
Historians tell us no 
society has ever existed 
that did not worship. 
The only question is, 
To whom or what does 
one direct his or her 
worship? 

Look deep into space. Use the 
Hubble Space Telescope. There is 
no end to the stars, galaxies and sys-
tems. Reverse your search to deep 
within the atom. Science finds small-
er and deeper mysteries by the day. 
There is no explanation of how this 
can randomly be. No philosophy, no 
science, no theory can explain the 
desire or need to worship adequately 
– except the existence of God.

Still not convinced? Look at the 

nation of Israel. This is a people 
who, from their very beginning, 
have been persecuted unto destruc-
tion. They were sold into slavery, but 
delivered by God. They have been 
despised and blamed for every evil 

and disaster imaginable. 
They have been targeted 
for destruction by As-
syria, Babylon, Rome, 
Germany and now by 
the modern nations of 
Jordan, Egypt, Iraq, Iran, 
Syria and many others. 
Yet, here is Israel, God’s 
people, protected again 
and again by God’s di-
rect intervention.

More proof? Try draw-
ing snowflakes on paper. 
After only nine or 10, 

you will have duplicates. But there 
are no two real snowflakes alike in 
any snowdrift. Amazing!

Think of your fingers. No one has 
a match for your fingerprints. Even 
your thumbprint is not like your 
index fingerprint. God is wonderful.

Psalm 14:1 clinches the entire 
question: “The fool has said in his 
heart, ‘There is no God.’”

But you and I are not foolish, are 
we?

Mary Kisor
member

First Baptist
London

Is every life sacred?
PSALM 139: 1-6, 13-18

BIBLE STUDIES FOR LIFE:

Value every life!
PSALM 139:1-24

EXPLORE THE BIBLE:

Our Messiah: abused!
JOHN 18:1-27

EXPLORE THE BIBLE:

How can I be sure God exists?
PSALM 19:1-14

BIBLE STUDIES FOR LIFE:
JANUARY 26, 2014

Gayla Parker
member 

Lifeway Baptist
Little Rock

JANUARY 19, 2014



www.arkansasbaptist.org 15ABSC

The Missional Quest Feb. 20 at Central Baptist
NORTH LITTLE ROCK – The 
Missional Quest, a one-day event, 
is set for Feb. 20 at Central Baptist 
Church, North Little Rock.

Topics will include examining 
the mission of God in Scripture and 

SHERWOOD – Southern Baptist 
evangelists, pastors and leaders will 
be featured Jan. 27-28 during the 
2014 State Conference on Evange-
lism and Church Growth at First 
Baptist Church, Sherwood. 

This year’s speakers will be 
Henry Blackaby, Wade Mor-
ris, Robert Smith, John Meador, 
Thom Rainer, Bill Stafford and 
Junior Hill. Worship will be led 
by Julio Arriola, worship pastor at 
Cross Church in Springdale.

The Arkansas Baptist State Con-
vention prayer leader workshop, to 
be led by Blackaby, will take place 
at the church prior to the confer-
ence. The workshop will begin at 
9:30 a.m. Jan. 27, with the evan-
gelism conference beginning at 1 
p.m. For more information on the 
workshop, call 800-838-2272, ext. 
5103.

For more information on the 
evangelism conference, call 800-
838-2272, ext. 5128.

Evangelism conf. Jan. 27-28

PraizFest to be held in Little Rock 
LITTLE ROCK – Hundreds of stu-
dents from across Arkansas gather 
every year for PraizFest, a youth 
choir event sponsored by the Arkan-
sas Baptist State Convention leader-
ship and worship team.

This year, the event is scheduled 
for Feb. 28-March 1 at Geyer Springs 

First Baptist Church, Little Rock. 
Open to students in grades seven 
through 12, it combines singing, 
worship and performances from sev-
eral student choirs across the state. 

Slater Murphy, director of the 
church music department at the 
Mississippi Baptist Convention, will 

serve as clinician. Murphy previ-
ously served for 26 years as associ-
ate pastor/music at Fairview Baptist 
Church in Columbus, Miss.

For more information or to regis-
ter, call 501-410-1586 or visit www.
absc.org/music. 

Registration deadline is Feb. 10.

how the Church is to be a “sent” 
missionary people.

The event is a national partner-
ship between the Arkansas Baptist 
State Convention (ABSC) missions 
ministries team and KCSENTRAL, 

Conference equips teachers
TRANSFORM: Teaching That 
Changes Lives, a partnership event 
between the Arkansas Baptist State 
Convention and LifeWay Christian 
Resources, is set for March 1 at Park 
Hill Baptist Church, North Little 
Rock.

The goal of the six-hour training 
event is to equip Bible study teach-
ers of all age groups to transform 

lives through teaching.
Those in attendance will learn 

about the meaning of transforma-
tional teaching, how to teach with 
the goal of transformation, practical 
teaching methods, how to prepare to 
teach, classroom dynamics and more.

For more information or to reg-
ister, visit lifeway.com/transform or 
call 800-254-2022.

•Jan. 14: Compensation Plan-
ning Workshop – Mount Carmel 
Baptist Church, Cabot 
•Jan. 16: Compensation Plan-
ning Workshop – First Baptist 
Church, Marianna
•Jan. 27: Ministers’ Wives Fel-
lowship – First Baptist Church, 
Sherwood 
•Feb 6: Master’Singers Festival 
of Song – First Baptist Church, 
Cabot

For more information on events, go to 
www.absc.org or call 800-838-2272.

ABSC
calendar

Mark your calendar

View podcasts, videos, photo 

galleries, upcoming events and more 

at www.arkansasbaptist.org

a nine-month apprenticeship train-
ing program. 

The goal of The Missional Quest 
is to offer practical guidance and 
help to equip pastors, staff mem-
bers, church planters and others 
who seek to lead churches with a 
missional focus. 

Led by church planters Brad Bris-
co and Lance Ford, the training will 
focus on the foundations, principles 
and practices of missional living and 
leading a church in transition. It will 
include Q-and-A times, as well as op-
portunities to process how the ideas 
and concepts fit into one’s own par-
ticular ministry context.

To register, visit www.missional-
quest.com.

For more information, contact 
Dave McClung, ABSC missions 
ministries team member, at 501-376-
4791, ext. 5159.

40th Annual 
Arkansas State 

Handbell Festival
March 7-8

Calvary Baptist Church
Little Rock
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