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 ABN classifieds get results! 
Read them on Page 12.

The ABN classifieds are a great way to advertise 
for your church, ministry or business. 

You can now submit a classified ad via the ABN website at 

arkansasbaptist.org/ad

Arkansas Baptists 
called to ‘Engage’;
send out planters
RUSSELLVILLE – Arkansas Baptists from throughout the 
Natural State gathered Nov. 7-8 for the 164th annual meet-
ing of the Arkansas Baptist State Convention (ABSC) held 
at First Baptist Church, Russellville.

Focusing on the theme Encourage to Engage during the 
two-day meeting, Arkansas Baptist ministers and laypeople 
worshipped, prayed, conducted business, elected officers, 
enjoyed fellowship, approved resolutions and heard inspir-
ing messages.

ABSC leaders reported 549 registered messengers from 
churches across the state. In addition to the registered 
messengers, many other guests also attended the meeting, 
increasing the total number of attendees substantially. 

Comparatively, total messengers at the 2016 annual 
meeting in Little Rock numbered 543; at the 2015 meet-
ing in Hot Springs, 615; at the 2014 meeting in Texarkana, 
515, and at the 2013 meeting in Rogers, 591. 

Greg Sykes, pastor, First Baptist Church, Russellville, 
was elected president by acclamation, after being nomi-
nated by Jeff Paxton, pastor, First Baptist Church, Dover. 

Other officers elected were Wyman Richardson, pas-
tor, Central Baptist Church, Little Rock, to serve as first 
vice president; and George Goynes, pastor, Macedonia 
Baptist Church, Doddridge, to serve as second vice presi-
dent. Richardson was nominated by John McCallum, pas-
tor, First Baptist Church, Hot Springs; and Goynes was 
nominated by Craig Jenkins, pastor, Beech Street Baptist 
Church, Texarkana. Both Richardson and Goynes were 
elected by acclamation.

Messengers approved a total of six resolutions includ-
ing resolutions addressing Israel, the Nashville Statement 
on human sexuality, racial reconciliation and polariza-
tion in America. Only one resolution spurred discussion 
when Chase Crawford, minister to students, First Baptist 
Church, Pocahontas, suggested an amendment to the reso-
lution on racial reconciliation.

In presenting his suggestion, Crawford said, “It is im-
portant for us to call out evil by name when evil gives us 
a name to use. The origin of our denomination gives us 
a unique responsibility of calling out white supremacy by 
name every time it shows itself.”

His suggested addition, a verbatim statement from a 

Messengers and Arkansas Baptist State Convention (ABSC) 
staff pray for  Jim Greenslade (center) and other Arkansas 
Baptist church planters following the inaugural church planter  
commissioning service during the ABSC Annual Meeting Nov. 
7 at First Baptist Church, Russellville. Photo by Caleb Yarbrough

See ENGAGE, Page 10
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Washington Design Center. 
Construction began in Decem-
ber 2014. 

The museum’s founder is 

Hobby Lobby president Steve 
Green, who said public opin-
ion surveys were conducted to 
determine if people would visit 
the museum. 

“The question was: If we 
built it, would they come? 

Digest
Stories of interest 

to Arkansas Baptists 

NASHVILLE, Tenn. 
(BP) – Republicans are 
far more likely to believe 
gender is limited to one’s 
biological sex apparent at 
birth, according to statis-
tics Pew Research Center 
released after local trans-
gender victories in U.S. 
elections Nov. 7.

In Virginia, Danica 
Roem unseated 13-term 
incumbent Republican 
Robert G. Marshall to 
become the first openly 
transgender “woman” 
elected to a U.S. state-
house, The Hill reported. 
In Minneapolis, Andrea 
Jenkins became the first 
openly transgender Afri-
can American “woman” 
elected to public office in 
the U.S. by defeating three 
opponents for a Minneap-
olis City Council seat.

While just over half of 
Americans, 54 percent, say 
gender is determined by 
the sex assigned at birth, 
Pew reported Nov. 8 that 
among Republicans the 
number is about 80 per-
cent. That contrasts to the 
34 percent of Democrats 
who say gender is deter-
mined by one’s biological 
birth gender, according 
to Pew statistics gathered 
during four weeks in Au-
gust and September of this 
year.

Adding fuel to the issue 
are contemporary debates 
regarding which public 
bathrooms transgender 
individuals should be al-
lowed to use, whether 
they should serve in the 
U.S. military, and which 
gender they should be 
assigned on public docu-
ments.

Educational attain-
ment further indicates 
how Democrats feel on 
the issue, Pew reported. 
More than three quarters 
(77 percent) of Democrats 
with a bachelor’s degree or 
higher said a person’s gen-
der can be different than 
that assigned at birth. 

For more ABN Digest, go to 

arkansasbaptist.org/abn-digest

Pew: Transgender views
follow partisan divide

Ross: ‘Be a positive  
advocate for CP’

George Ross, a North American Mission Board missionary serving in New Orleans, 
encouraged pastors to advocate for the cause of the Cooperative Program at the 
annual Cooperative Program breakfast Nov. 8 during the annual meeting of the 
Arkansas Baptist State Convention at First Baptist Church, Russellville.

Tim Yarbrough
Arkansas Baptist News

RUSSELLVILLE – “We do 
more together than alone.”

Being ardent supporters 
and advocates of the united 
Cooperative Program giving 
allows Southern Baptists to 
undertake “one sacred effort 
for the gospel.”

That was the message of 
George Ross, a North Ameri-
can Mission Board missionary 
serving in New Orleans, to 
those gathered for the Coop-
erative Program breakfast dur-
ing the annual meeting of the 
Arkansas Baptist State Con-
vention (ABSC) Nov. 8.

Quoting Philippians 1:1-5 
and 2 Corinthians 8:1-5, Ross 
said today’s Southern Baptists 
“are fruit of those early mis-
sionary journeys” of the early 
Christians who knew they 
could do more collectively  
than alone.

Ross said when he left 
his home as a single man to 
do mission work in Helena, 
Mont., he quickly learned 

how it is important to have the 
Church behind his efforts. 

Arriving at Helena Valley 
Baptist Church for church 
services, Ross was greeted by 
a committed church undertak-
ing a study of “Experiencing 
God.” 

During prayer time, he 
discovered that church mem-
bers had asked everyone to 
“pray for George Ross” after 
he had left a voice message 
on the church answering ma-
chine that he was moving to 
Montana. Ross was amazed by 
God’s work in his life at that 
moment.

Church members did not 
know Ross was in their midst 
that night. 

“They had been praying 
for me for a month!” he ex-
claimed.

While serving at the church, 
Ross said its pastor “taught me 
how to be Southern Baptist.”

Ross shared with the group 
gathered for breakfast three 
encouragements regarding the 
Cooperative Program (CP).

They were: 1) Be a positive 

advocate for CP; 2) Be a CP be-
liever, and 3) Know that your 
CP is having an impact “this 
very week following the worst 
mass church shooting in U.S. 
history.

“CP giving is a catalyst for 
gospel advance,” said Ross, 
adding that many of the more 
than 500 baptized through his 
ministry in New Orleans are a 
direct result of the Southern 
Baptist disaster relief work in 
the area following Hurricane 
Katrina.

Ross admitted that he once 

had questioned the impor-
tance of disaster relief, but 
learned while serving in New 
Orleans how important the 
ministry can be in reaching 
hurting people with the gospel 
of Jesus Christ.

“All my bad attitude about 
disaster relief disappeared. It 
was like God spanked me!” 
Ross laughed.

“May we all be a positive 
advocate for the Cooperative 
Program.”

Contact Tim Yarbrough at 

tim@arkansasbaptist.org.

The $500 million, 430,000-square-foot Museum of the Bible is scheduled to open 
Nov. 17 in the heart of the nation’s capital.

Museum of the Bible a ‘celebration of Scripture’
WASHINGTON (BP) – When 
visitors to Washington, D.C., 
tour the capital’s historic mu-
seums and monuments in the 
future, they’ll have more than 
just American history to learn. 
They’ll also have the oppor-
tunity to explore the history 
of the best-selling book of all 
time – the Bible. 

The $500 mill ion, 
430,000-square-foot Museum 
of the Bible is scheduled to 
open Nov. 17 in the heart of 
the nation’s capital, within 
walking distance for visitors 
and just two blocks from the 
National Mall and National 
Air and Space Museum and 
three blocks from the Capitol 
building. 

With cutting-edge technol-
ogy spread out across eight 
floors, it will be the largest mu-
seum in the world dedicated 
to the history, narrative and 
impact of Scripture. 

It will open seven years after 
a Museum of the Bible 501(c)
(3) nonprofit was established 
and five years after the site was 
purchased. It formerly was the 

The answer was overwhelm-
ingly yes – if it was done well 
and done right,” Green said. 
“[The survey] also showed that 

it would be best attended in 
Washington, D.C. … That is 
where museum-goers go. To be 
right there with all the muse-
ums would be the best place 
for us to be.” 

Each visitor to the museum 

will receive a hand-held tablet 
known as a “digital guide,” 
which will take advantage of 
500 wireless access points to 
give guests a one-of-a kind per-
sonalized guide. It can adjust 
the tour when a guest deviates 
from the pre-planned tour and 
even can re-route a tour when 
certain rooms are packed with 
visitors. The digital guide has 
three age levels: adults and 
teens; 9-12, and 8 and under. 

The museum will be a “cel-
ebration of the Bible” to be 
enjoyed by all people – Chris-
tians and non-Christians alike, 
Green said. 

“The average person has no 
clue the degree that this book 
has impacted their life,” Green 
said. “We want to show that, 
whether it be in science or art 
or literature or government or 
compassion ministries.”

A restaurant serving foods 
of the Bible will reside on the 
top floor. The museum also 
will house a 500-seat perform-
ing arts theater. 

Learn more at www.museu-
mofthebible.org.
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SWBTS President Paige 
Patterson said the adjustments 
were “personally excruciatingly 
painful and sad to me” in the 
seminary release following a 
Nov. 2 inquiry by the South-

ern Baptist TEXAN. With a 
cumulative increase of 42 per-
cent over the past three years, 
health care now accounts for 
10 percent of Southwestern's 
operating budget.

In serving 42 years as a 
president of Southern Baptist 
schools, Patterson said, “Not 
a day of it has been free from 
concerns about funding. The 
exorbitant cost of health care 

Digest
Stories of interest 

to Arkansas Baptists 

For more ABN Digest, go to 

arkansasbaptist.org/abn-digest

LifeWay Stores conduct  
national Bible drive

God understands tragedy, pastor says

NASHVILLE, Tenn. (BP) 
– Customers often leave 
LifeWay Christian Stores 
with new Bibles in their 
hands. But for six days in 
November, they will also 
be bringing Bibles into 
the stores – to donate to 
others.

On Nov. 17-22, LifeWay 
will host a nationwide 
Bible drive at all of its 
stores to collect copies of 
God’s Word to donate to 
mission organizations and 
local ministries.

“Customers are invited 
to visit their local LifeWay 
store and donate their gen-
tly used Bibles or purchase 
new ones [to be donated],” 
said Nathan Magness, di-
rector of marketing strat-
egy.

This is LifeWay’s sec-
ond year hosting a nation-
wide Bible drive, Magness 
said. Last year, customers 
donated approximately 
14,000 Bibles.

According to a recent 
study by LifeWay Re-
search, the average Ameri-
can household owns three 
Bibles. LifeWay’s Bible 
drive is a way to get some 
of those extra Bibles sit-
ting unused on book-
shelves into the hands of 
ministries that can put 
them to good use.

“I was pleasantly sur-
prised by the response to 
last year’s Bible drive,” 
said Ron Jones, manager 
of the LifeWay Christian 
Store in San Jose, Calif.

“This year, as we en-
courage our staff to talk 
about the drive with our 
customers, I’m expecting 
God to do a great work.”

Customers can contact 
their local LifeWay Store 
to find out what ministry 
or mission organization 
will receive Bibles collect-
ed in their area.

LifeWay stores will ac-
cept new or gently used 
Bibles during regular busi-
ness hours Nov. 17-22. 
Stores are closed Sunday.

SUTHERLAND SPRINGS, 
Texas – The pastor and pas-
tor’s wife of the small Texas 
Baptist church met with the 
media one day following the 
largest mass shooting in the 
state’s history that claimed 26 
of the church’s congregation.

Frank Pomeroy, pastor of 
First Baptist Church, Suther-
land Springs, choked back 
tears as he and his wife dis-
cussed the tragedy, in which 
they lost their teenage daugh-
ter, Annabelle, the Washington 

Post reported.
When asked how he makes 

sense of the tragedy, the pastor 
said, while as a pastor he does 
not undersand, God does.

Pomeroy, who was out of 
town with his wife, Sherri, 
when the shooting occurred, 
told reporters the church’s 
tragedy will exalt Christ.

“Christ is the One who’s 
going to be lifted up,” Pome-
roy said at the Nov. 6 news 
conference. “That’s what I’m 
telling everybody. You lean 
into what you don’t under-
stand. You lean into the Lord 
... Whatever life brings to you, 
lean on the Lord rather than 
your own understanding. I 
don’t understand, but I know 
my God does. And that’s 
where I’ll leave that.”

Southern Baptist leaders 
who are ministering in the 
wake of what some have called 
the deadliest church shoot-
ing in U.S. history say they’ve 
witnessed “God at work” de-
spite the 26 dead and some 
20 others wounded at First 
Baptist Church in Sutherland 
Springs, Texas.

Local pastors and field 

personnel with the Southern 
Baptists of Texas Convention 
(SBTC) began providing grief 
counseling within hours of 
the shooting at First Baptist’s 
morning worship service Nov. 
5. Southern Baptist Conven-
tion President Steve Gaines 
and SBC Executive Commit-
tee President Frank S. Page 
arrived in Sutherland Springs 
Nov. 7 to offer prayer and en-
couragement. SBTC executive 
director Jim Richards arrived 
Nov. 6.

The North American Mis-
sion Board, on behalf of the 
Southern Baptist Convention, 
has offered to cover funeral 
expenses for all shooting vic-
tims in coordination with the 
SBTC, according to the do-
mestic mission entity.

Sherri Pomeroy expressed 

thanks for an “outpouring of 
love” by friends, community 
members and even strangers. 
She added that “as much trag-
edy as” Annabelle’s death “en-
tails for our family, we don’t 
want to overshadow the other 
lives lost yesterday.”

“We lost more than Belle 
yesterday,” Sherri Pomeroy 
said. “One thing that gives 
me a sliver of encouragement 
is the fact that Belle was sur-
rounded yesterday by her 
church family that she loved 
fiercely, and vice versa. Our 
church was not comprised of 
members or parishioners. We 
were a very close family. We 
ate together, we laughed to-
gether, we cried together and 
worshiped together.

“Now most of our church 
family is gone; our building, 

Frank Pomeroy, pastor of First Baptist Church, Sutherland Springs, chokes back tears as he and his wife, Sherri, discuss the worst 
mass church shooting in U.S. history, which claimed the lives of 26 parishioners and the couple’s teenage daughter, Annabelle. 
The pasteor told the media, “I don’t understand, but I know my God does.” TV screen capture

probably beyond repair and 
the few of us that are left be-
hind lost tragically yesterday. … 
Please don’t forget Sutherland 
Springs,” Sherri Pomeroy said.

The shooting began at 
about 11:20 a.m. local time, 
Sunday, Nov. 5 when Devin 
Kelley, 26, allegedly fired a 
semiautomatic rifle at the out-
side of the church building 
before entering and methodi-
cally firing at worshipers as he 
paced through the room, the 
New York Times reported.

The dead ranged from an 
unborn baby in its mother’s 
womb and an 18-month-old to 
a 77-year-old, the Times report-
ed. At least eight of the dead 
were members of one family.

This article was compiled from 

reporting by the Washington Post 

and Baptist Press.

Southwestern Seminary cuts staff by 30 positions
FORT WORTH, Texas (BP) 
– Escalating health care costs, 
increased expenses for utili-
ties and other higher educa-
tion costs have prompted per-
sonnel cuts at Southwestern 
Baptist Theological Seminary 
(SWBTS) in Fort Worth, 
Texas.

Initial adjustments to op-
erations were not sufficient to 
stay within the $36.8 million 
2017-18 fiscal year budget set 
by the seminary's trustees last 
spring, according to Charles 
Patrick Jr., vice president for 
strategic initiatives and com-
munications.

is the latest dilemma. Conse-
quently, we have to tighten our 
belt.”

After making “low-hanging 
fruit adjustments” that in-
cluded reductions in dining 
services, copy center hours 
and the fleet of vehicles at the 
200-acre campus, Patrick said 
the administration decided 
not to fill positions from natu-
ral attrition, including student 
employees who are graduating 
and staff and faculty set to re-
tire.

In order to continue provid-
ing health care benefits to em-
ployees and their dependents, 

a third round of cuts involved 
laying off 30 full-time staff “in 
selected areas where functions 
can be covered in other ways 
or by organizational change,” 
Patrick said.

The 865-member workforce 
at Southwestern includes 300 
full-time and 565 part-time 
employees. Classes taught by 
four faculty members sched-
uled to retire will be covered 
by current professors.

The Cooperative Program, 
provides 22 percent of the 
operating budget to subsidize 
campus services and tuition 
expenses for students.
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Editorial&Opinion
“Always be prepared to give an answer 
to everyone who asks you to give the 

reason for the hope that you have...”
 1 Peter 3:15 (NIV)

When an angry heart can destroy your soul
negative thoughts is one that 
we should heed, as not doing 
so can lead to utter destruc-
tion.

Also, from Matthew, “And 
do not fear those who kill 
the body but cannot kill the 
soul. Rather fear him who can 
destroy both soul and body 

in hell” (Matt. 
10:28, ESV).

The killing of 
26 churchgoers 
ages 18 months 
to 77 years old 
– almost half 

of them children – at First 
Baptist Church, Sutherland 
Springs, Texas, was apparently 
part of an intra-family feud, 
according to media reports.

Devin Patrick Kelley, who 
was reportedly an atheist, was 
said to have “a purpose and 
a mission” when he walked 
into the First Baptist worship 
service Nov. 5 with an assault-
type rifle and mowed down 
worshippers, investigators 
told the media.

While authorities believe 
there was conflict between 

T he recent mass killing 
at a small Texas church 

should serve as a wake-up call 
for all churches to carefully 
consider security measures to 
protect their congregations.

However, just as important 
is how the Church repre-
sents itself to a broken world 
looking for 
answers. The 
Church can 
serve as an 
example of 
not harbor-
ing bitterness 
and anger which can lead to 
giving the devil a deadly foot-
hold in the hearts of men.

For example, while church 
splits are jokingly referred to 
as “church planting” in some 
circles, I don’t think the Lord 
sees it quite that way.

God’s Word is clear on the 
subject, “Be angry and do 
not sin; do not let the sun go 
down on your anger, and give 
no opportunity to the devil” 
(Eph. 4:26-27, ESV).

The advice of the Apostle 
Paul to immediately dispel 

Cartoon by Gary Thomas

Pressing On
Tim Yarbrough
Phil. 3:14
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Kelly and his family members 
who attended the church that 
may have led to his rampage, 
there was apparently greater 
conflict in his heart.

Kelley was said to have sent 
threatening text messages to 
his mother-in-law and was an 
abuser of both his wife and 
children.

He was court-martialed 
from the military in 2012 on 
two charges of assaulting his 
spouse and their child, was 
confined for a year and then 
discharged for bad conduct in 
2014, NBC News reported.

Don Christensen, a retired 
Air Force colonel who super-
vised prosecutors when Kelley 
was brought before a court, 
told NBC News he was con-
victed of fracturing the skull 

of his infant stepson.
We all know people who go 

through life with what might 
be called a “critical spirit.” 
They generally are not people 
that other folks want to be 
around. It seems the joy of life 
has literally been ripped away 
from them.

It goes without saying that 
we all suffer from a measure 
of unhappiness from time to 
time, but it’s another thing 
altogether for a crushed spirit 
to become a normal way of 
life.

And when someone with a 
critical spirit is a leader inside 
the church, the consequences 
can be devastating.

It can lead to all sorts of 
decisions that compromise 
the ministry of a local church, 

from not being able to keep a 
pastor to turning inward and 
not being a beacon of hope in 
the community.

With this in mind, a 
church can see its witness bro-
ken beyond repair in a com-
munity when a prominent 
leader (or leaders) behaves in 
such an ungodly way.

Jesus told His disciples, “A 
new commandment I give 
to you, that you love one 
another: just as I have loved 
you, you also are to love one 
another. By this all people 
will know that you are my 
disciples, if you have love for 
one another” (John 13:34-35, 
ESV).

Tim Yarbrough is editor/execu-

tive director of the Arkansas Bap-

tist News.

The purpose and mission
of the Arkansas Baptist News

 The Arkansas Baptist News (ABN) exists to assist  
Kingdom work by informing, inspiring and involving  
Arkansas Baptists through meeting needs of people,  

spreading the gospel, making disciples and growing God’s 
work in Arkansas and beyond.

As the largest religious publication in the state, the ABN 
strives for journalistic integrity, fairness and balance in its 

reporting of Baptist and evangelical news.

We advocate for the cause of Jesus Christ.
We report the news based on our Christian worldview.

We uphold high standards of journalism
and Christian ethics.
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Satisfied
I n her book “Theological Fitness,” Aimee Byrd shares, 

“When we read that God rested, it certainly can’t 
mean that he removed his hand from the work of sustain-
ing the creation that he had just made. It means that he 
enjoyed it.” Shelly Miller, in “Rhythms of Rest,” reiterates 
this thought: “God stood back and looked at all he had 
done, rehearsing each previous day of work with the con-
clusion of deep satisfaction. Good. He decided the results 
of his work had been good. Isn’t this 
how we long to approach the weekend, 
satisfied with our work and ready for re-
laxation? Unfortunately, contentment in 
work that lends permission to rest seems 
elusive.”

As I start my Monday morning, I see 
an inbox full of emails from my boss and 
co-workers requesting my input, continuing discussion 
from last week, or letting me know of tasks that need to be 
added to my to-do list. My brain mulls over a weekly home-
schooling task that just hasn’t found a good, consistent 
time slot, and I ponder how to fit that in well. I wonder if 
my cold-thickened voice will hold out well enough through 
school read-alouds and today’s work meeting to allow me 
to also practice singing with the kids. I glance at the to-dos 
in my planner and remember that a few need to be im-
ported from last week - little incomplete tasks that I need 
to not forget this week. 

In typical Monday morning fashion, I take a deep breath 

and wonder if enjoyment of accomplished work – a satis-
faction and contentment in what has been completed – re-
ally is permissible. 

All of these thoughts lead me to turn back a page in my 
planner and take a look at last week. The colorful writ-
ing shows me just how full and varied the tasks were – a 
color each for general family, homeschool, work, church 
and other ministry to-dos. Suddenly, I can’t help but smile 

– not just because of all of the checkmarks 
indicating completed tasks, but because I see 
something I missed when I set aside work last 
weekend for a day of rest. I see ways I was able 
to glorify Christ even in the mundane to-do 
lists. I see progress in my own heart and mind, 
helping me learn more and more what rest 
and Sabbath mean. I see accomplishments 

that I can enjoy satisfaction over.
We don’t rest because we get done, because that never 

really happens anyway. We don’t rest because we deserve a 
reward. We rest because it is commanded. But, when our 
imperfect, flesh-ridden work brings glory to Christ, we can 
also rest because our work is satisfactory. Even in its incom-
pletion and imperfection, it somehow honors our Lord. 

That’s the rest I want to learn to live in each week – the 
rest of enjoyment, contentment and satisfaction in my ser-
vice to Christ.  

Ann Hibbard is a member of East End Baptist Church in East 

End. Read her blog at annhibbard.com.

F or many people, 2017 has 
been difficult. Three signifi-

cant hurricanes hit the United 
States and its territories, and wild-
fires burned out West. Attacks 
happened in Las Vegas, Washing-
ton, D.C., New York and Texas. 
Political uncertainty envelops the 
world. Looking only at current 
events, it’s hard to be thankful.

Christians, however, cannot 
merely look at their present situa-
tion. They are to keep a different 
perspective, which provides them 
hope. Here are some ways Chris-
tians can remain thankful.  

First, Christians should be 
grateful to God that they are alive. 
God’s compassions do not fail; 
in fact, they are “new every morn-
ing” (Lam. 3:19-24).

Second, Christians should be 
thankful for God’s forgiveness. 
Although their lives were once 
encumbered in sin, they are now 
transformed because God forgave 
them (Psa. 32:1-6).

Third, Christians should be 
grateful that they have been sus-
tained through difficulty.  Even 
in the most helpless of situations, 
the writer of Psalm 13 still was 
able to sing to the Lord, “for he 
has been good to me” (Psa. 13:6).

Fourth, Christians can be 
thankful for their future because 
of God’s help in the past. Wheth-
er it’s a psalm about Israel’s de-
liverance from Egypt (Psa. 136) 
or a song about God’s constant 
love during Judah’s political un-
certainty (Hab. 3:16-19), believers 
can also sing regardless of their 
present circumstances.

Granted, it is easier to give 
thanks when everything is going 
well and when God’s blessings 
are evident.  However, one can 
still give thanks to God even in 
the hardest of situations because 
God’s steadfast love endures for-
ever.  May all Christians maintain 
that perspective this year, and 
may they all have the courage to 
give thanks to God in all circum-
stances.

Ken Gore is professor of biblical 

studies at Dallas Baptist University. 

Baptists Ask is reader-driven. To sub-

mit a question, write Baptists Ask, 

10 Remington Drive, Little Rock, AR 

72204.

Uncovered Dish
Ann Hibbard

Baptists Ask
Ken Gore

I know that Paul wrote, “In every-
thing give thanks” (1 Thess. 5:18), 

but how can I be thankful right 
now? It’s been such a tough year.

Remembering the legacy of Martin Luther
F ive-hundred years ago this past week, a monk named 

Martin Luther had been gently scolded by his su-
perior, and attempts were being made by several other 
monks to calm him down and quiet 
his rebellion. On October 31, 1517, he 
had nailed his letter which included his 
“95 Theses” to the door of the Castle 
Church in Wittenberg.

Due to pressure and ongoing at-
tacks by the Roman Church, Luther 
was forced to shape his ideology into 
an autonomous theology. He wrote 
three powerful works, “Address to the 
Christian Nobility of the German Na-
tion,” “The Babylonian Captivity” and 
“The Freedom of the Christian Man,” 
thereby relationally cutting himself off 
from Rome.

The inquisition against Luther was 
pressed in 1520, partly because of these 
works. The peak of the inquisition came 
on June 15, 1520, with the Papal Bull of 
excommunication in which Luther was 
ordered to recant his teachings.

In rebellious response, Luther burned 
the Papal Bull (“Exurge Domine”) along 

with the book of church law and many other books on 
Dec. 10, 1520, in Wittenberg. He is said to have shouted, 
“Because you, godless book, have grieved or shamed the 

holiness of the Father, be saddened and con-
sumed by the eternal flames of Hell.” On Jan. 3, 
1521, the Pope excommunicated Luther.

Luther maintained that the Scriptures should 
be the primary source of truth, not church tra-
dition or edict. He held that true repentance, 
evidenced by an outward turning away from sin, 
was required by God for everyone who would 
follow Him; and that cleansing of sin could 
not come through rituals conducted by church 
officials. His bold action resulted in a “refor-
mation” of the church. These theological prin-
ciples and others are ones that we as Southern 
Baptists affirm today.

Amid the sociological shift being pressed 
upon today’s American Church, resulting in an 
increasing level of extra-biblical teaching and 
universalistic leanings, we need to be encour-
aged to stand strong on the authority of Scrip-
ture.  

Eric W. Ramsey is an evangelism and mission 

strategist and serves as associate pastor of First Bap-

tist Church, Fort Smith.

Answering  
the Call
Eric Ramsey
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Pro-life centers win fight
against Calif. abortion law

Letter to the Editor

Concerning the question, 
“Where did Cain get his 
wife?” in Baptists Ask, Arkan-

sas Baptist News, Oct. 19, 2017, 
Dr. Ken Gore states, “First, 
readers may not find suitable 
answers to their Bible ques-
tions . . . If the biblical nar-
rator wanted readers to know, 
he would have told them . . 
. ‘I don’t know’ or ‘The text 
doesn’t say’ are perfectly good 
answers.” Dr. Gore concludes, 
“Although some Bible ques-
tions cannot be answered, it is 
never wrong to ask them.”

Unlike Dr. Gore, I am not 
a lettered man. Yet, a sound 
hermeneutic is clear – vocabu-
lary plus grammar, in context, 
conveys meaning! I would 
agree with everything Dr. Gore 
said, except the text does say 
and the narrator certainly does 
answer the question of where 

Cain got his wife.
“The man called his wife’s 

name Eve, because she was the 
mother of all living (emphasis 
mine)” (Gen. 3:20, ESV).

What is certain is that Cain 
took a wife – whether from 
his sisters, his nieces, his great 
nieces, etc. – the text does 
not clarify. What we do know 
is this: by some genealogical 
extension, Cain’s wife came 
from his mother (Gen. 3:20) 
and his father (Gen. 5:3; Rom. 
5:17).

Gentlemen, we would do 
well to answer clearly accord-
ing to Scripture while not talk-
ing around an issue due to 
political correctness or the so-
cial awkwardness of our day. I 
adjure you, let Scripture stand 
alone (Sola Scriptura).

 
Brian C. Williams
Hackett

‘Where did Cain get his wife?’

ABCHomes changes in NWA
C hange is in the air for 

Arkansas Baptist Chil-
dren’s Homes and Family 
Ministries (ABCHomes) in 
Fayetteville. 

This has been an exciting 
year for us in northwest Ar-
kansas. We have had many 
new changes in this area in 
just the past few 
months, and I 
want to share a 
Scripture that 
the Lord has 
been using to 
lead me through this time: 
“Rejoice in the Lord always; 
again I will say, rejoice!  Let 
your gentle spirit be known to 
all men. The Lord is near.  Be 
anxious for nothing, but in 
everything by prayer and sup-
plication with thanksgiving let 
your requests be made known 
to God. And the peace of 
God, which surpasses all 
comprehension, will guard 
your hearts and your minds 
in Christ Jesus” (Phil. 4:4-7, 

NASB).
Changes in the Fayetteville 

area include the West Fork 
Family Home (WFFH), aka 
Tommy Jones Memorial 
Home. We have begun to 
transition our WFFH from 
emergency care to full-time 
residential care. In doing this, 

we can have 
a greater 
impact on 
the children 
who come 
into our 

care. We are able to build 
long-lasting relationships with 
the children, and in doing so, 
share the love of Christ.

Another exciting ministry 
that is taking form is our 
Springdale Family Care 
Home (SFCH). This ministry 
helps care for single moms 
with children. It is a very pur-
poseful ministry in that we 
want to help families get on 
their feet through transitional 
independent living. We have 

built a home that can house 
seven families who will be 
under the supervision of our 
resident manager and care of 
our case manager. These fami-
lies will be given the tools to 
succeed.

Along with the changes in 
these ministries, I have hired 
three new staff members. One 
is our administrative assistant, 
Lindsay Hillyard, who works 
in the area office with me. We 
also hired Meredith Velez to 
be our resident manager for 
the SFCH. In addition, we 
hired Savanna Martin for our 
case manager.  She will do 
the casework for WFFH and 
SFCH. We are all excited and 
thankful for this ministry. We 
will continually pray about ev-
erything as the Lord leads us 
through this time. 

Waylon Vande Hoef is the 

area director in Fayetteville for 

Arkansas Baptist Children’s 

Homes and Family Ministries 

(ABCHomes).

ABCHomes
Waylon Vande Hoef 

WBU: What’s in a name?
S ept. 20 was a momentous 

day at Williams Baptist 
College (WBC). That’s the 
day we announced the tran-
sition of the college to the 
name, Williams Baptist Uni-
versity.

That an-
nouncement 
stated boldly 
what Williams 
truly is: an 
outstanding 
educational 
institution that prepares men 
and women across a broad 
range of academic disciplines, 
both at the undergraduate 
and graduate level.

A key objective of the 
Diamond Vision Plan at 
Williams has been to aggres-
sively and accurately represent 
WBC’s identity as an institu-
tion. However, there are some 
stubborn perceptions that 
have hindered those efforts.

One of those perceptions 
continues to define Williams 
by an earlier and very success-
ful history as a junior college. 
WBC transitioned to four-
year status in 1984, but some 
of the junior college identity 

has continued to hang over 
Williams, even 33 years later.  

Another stubborn percep-
tion is that Williams is essen-
tially a Bible college, a school 
that prepares pastors and 
other church staff for their 

work. While 
Williams of-
fers a truly 
outstanding 
Christian 
ministries 
program, pro-

viding churches in our region 
and around the world with 
recognized quality leaders, the 
vast majority of our students 
(94 percent) declare majors in 
areas such as biology, educa-
tion, business and others.  

Those misconceptions have 
made it difficult for many to 
see this institution for what it 
really is.  

That is why, for the past 
two years, we have under-
taken a serious study of our 
name. We have consulted 
with our campus community, 
alumni, denominational and 
civic leaders, and concluded 
that a name change would 
help continue the positive 

momentum tendered by our 
recent successes while greatly 
improving our ability to 
advance our organizational 
vision and the purpose of the 
Arkansas Baptist State Con-
vention (ABSC).

We have been delighted 
to unveil Williams Baptist 
University, and we hope all in 
the convention will share our 
excitement!

One final word: Thank you! 
Gail and I have been blessed 
beyond measure to work at 
Williams and to labor among 
all of you for the furtherance 
of the kingdom. Had the 
Lord not given us a clear and 
distinct call to the California 
Baptist Foundation, we would 
have been delighted to serve 
here until retirement.

Williams Baptist University 
is an outstanding institution 
with an incredibly bright fu-
ture, and the same can be said 
of the ABSC.  Thanks for let-
ting us be a part of both, and 
God bless you all!

Tom Jones is president of Wil-

liams Baptist College. which soon 

will officially be known as Wil-

liams Baptist University.

Williams 
Baptist College
Tom Jones

EDITORIAL & ABSC AGENCIES

Read more viewpoints online  
at arkansasbaptist.org/columns

LOS ANGELIS, Calif. (BP) 
– Pro-life pregnancy care cen-
ters in Los Angeles will not 
be forced to promote abor-
tion after a state trial judge 
last week halted enforcement 
of California's Reproductive 
Freedom, Accountability, 
Comprehensive Care, and 
Transparency (FACT) Act.

Riverside County Su-
perior Court Judge Gloria 
Trask issued a permanent 
injunction against the 2015 
law that required pregnancy 
care centers to post signs or 
distribute literature telling 
women the state offers free 
or low-cost contraception 
and abortions. The law also 
required pro-life centers to 
give women a local abortion 
provider’s phone number.

“The FACT Act com-
pels speech, and regulates 
content,” Trask said in her 
ruling. “This speech is not 
merely the transmittal of 
neutral information, such 
as the calorie count of a 
food product, or the octane 
of gasoline purchased at a 
pump.”

Trask noted that while the 
California government may 
support access to abortion, 
“its ability to impress free 
citizens into state services 

in this political dispute can-
not be absolute; it must be 
limited.” She ruled the law 
violates California’s consti-
tutional protections for free 
speech.

While so far only en-
forced in Los Angeles, the 
FACT Act prompted law-
suits from multiple pro-life 
organizations on behalf 
of pregnancy care centers 
throughout the state. They 
said the mandated pro-abor-
tion statement amounted to 
government-coerced speech 
and violated their religious 
liberty.

Scott Scharpen, founder 
of The Scharpen Founda-
tion, said the law went “pro-
foundly against” the mission 
and purpose of the group’s 
mobile clinic, Go Mobile for 
Life. His organization filed 
suit against then–Attorney 
General Kamala Harris in 
November 2015 and won 
the favorable ruling from 
Trask on Oct. 30.

Scharpen said members 
of his organization were 
“overjoyed” at Trask’s ver-
dict and are prepared to 
pursue the case through an 
expected appeal by current 
California Attorney General 
Xavier Becerra.
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Speakers challenge Ark. Baptists to share gospel
RUSSELLVILLE – Messengers 
and guests to the 164th annual 
meeting of the Arkansas Bap-
tist State Convention (ABSC)  
Nov. 7-8 were challenged by 
five speakers to share the gos-
pel throughout the state, na-
tion and world. Below is a 
summary of the messages.

Sam Roberts
In the ABSC president’s 

message, Sam Roberts, pastor, 
First Baptist Church, Stutt-
gart, told messengers, “The 
church will not grow and the 

kingdom will 
not expand 
apart from a 
bold procla-
mation of the 
gospel.” He 
then added 
that “procla-
mation of the 
gospel must 

be accompanied by an even 
bolder demonstration of the 
gospel.”

Preaching from Ephesians 
2:14-22, Roberts focused on 
the theme, “The Barriers are 
Down,” and noted that 44.6 
percent of Arkansas’ 1.3 mil-
lion residents are “unclaimed” 
in terms of their religious af-
filiation.

Roberts discussed his up-
bringing in the Arkansas 
Delta, where racial and so-
cioeconomic barriers were 
“very real.” He was raised, he 
explained, to say that those 
barriers were right, while in 
his heart he knew they were 
wrong. As a student at Ouachi-
ta Baptist University, Roberts 
said he was confronted and 
convicted of his sin and made 
a commitment to break down 
the barriers. Sixteen years ago 
he was called as pastor of First 
Baptist Church, Stuttgart, and 
he became painfully aware that 
racial and socioeconomic bar-
riers were still ingrained in the 
community. 

“There is no ground for 
any kind of barrier in church,” 
he said, explaining that the 
church does not find its iden-
tity in the culture but rather 
finds its identity in Christ. 
Today First Baptist Church, 
Stuttgart, is partnering with a 
nearby predominantly African 
American church to provide 
Community Table, a ministry 
that serves hot meals to and 
shares the gospel with a diverse 
group of community residents. 
“We have seen barriers broken 

down,” he said. 
While commending Arkan-

sas Baptists for the steps that 
have been taken in removing 
barriers, he added, “We still 
have a long road ahead of us.”

Roberts concluded his mes-
sage by asking, “How can you 
best demonstrate in your life, 
in your family, in your rela-
tionships that the barriers are 
down?”

Chris Simmons
Speaking from Mark 5, 

Chris Simmons, pastor of 
Cornerstone Baptist Church 
in Dallas, Texas, shared a mes-
sage titled, “Encourage to En-
gage the Disengaged.”

The world “is in a hope-
less situation,” said Simmons. 
People feel despair because 
they feel no purpose. Mark 5 
encourages the people of God 
to engage those who are lost.

Sharing the nursery rhyme, 
“Humpty Dumpty,” Simmons 
said the government could 
never fix things in our world. 
However, the church can be in-

credibly pow-
erful if they 
would “show 
up.”

In Mark 5, 
the demon 
- p o s s e s s e d 
man tel ls 
Jesus that 
his name is 

“Many.” Simmons said that 
the man’s many demons could 
be compared to the many is-
sues that many people carry 
with them today.

There is a tendency for 
churches to be so caught up in 
church that they lose sight of 
the lost people who are living 
in despair outside the church’s 
doors, said Simmons.

Jesus told the man who had 
been possessed by demons that 
he could not come with Him 
because he had a testimony 
that needed to be shared with 
his community. 

The man’s testimony and 
his engagement with the com-
munity that formerly cast him 
out led the community to rec-
ognize the power of Christ.

“If a crazy man was able to 
engage his community, what 
about you?” asked Simmons.

John Meador
Speaking from 2 Timothy 

4:5 John Meador, pastor of 
First Baptist Church, Euless, 
Texas, shared a message titled, 

“Encouraging Gospel-Cen-
tered Churches.”

Meador shared three state-
ments that, Meador said, 
changed the way First Bap-
tist does ministry in their 
local community and around 
the world: 1) The gospel has 
enough power to change the 
world, 2) A gospel-centered 
church is not a church where 
the preacher simply preaches 
the gospel but one in which 
the people are willing and able 
to share the gospel, 3) The fu-
ture of the world depends on 
the average believer being able 
to proclaim the gospel in ev-
eryday life.

Meador said 2 Timothy 4:5 
highlights three words, which 
give insight to how a church 
should function in order to be 
gospel-centered: 1) do, 2) work 
and 3) evangelist.

Five truths, direct applica-
tions are from 2 Timothy 4:5, 
are: 1) This is a command that 
pastors are to obey, 2) This is 
your calling above all else, 3) 
This is a multi-faceted work, 4) 
This is a focus with a goal in 
mind, and 5) This is evaluated 
and rewarded in the end.

Meador shared seven con-
clusions that encouraged him 
to change the way he was doing 
ministry: 1) God convicted 
me that the senior pastor was 
key, 2) I came to grips with a 
theological and practical truth 
regarding the 
gospel, 3) We 
realized our 
church had to 
own the defi-
ciency in our 
local commu-
nity, 4) We 
r e d e f i n e d 
“gospel-cen-
teredness,” 5) We settled on a 
plan for training our people to 
share Christ, 6) We began to 
see our community as our pri-
mary mission field, and 7) We 
dedicated ourselves to training 
our staff and lay leadership.

J.D. “Sonny” Tucker
Speaking from John 6, J.D. 

“Sonny” Tucker, executive di-
rector of the Arkansas Baptist 
State Convention (ABSC), 
thanked Arkansas Baptists for 
their work and shared on “how 
to handle the semi-organized 
chaos that always accompanies 
revival and awakening.”

Highlighting the story of 
the boy who gave his bread 
and fish to Jesus so that He 

could use it to feed thousands 
of people, Tucker said believ-
ers must always do the right 
thing for the right reasons.

“To be great and successful 
in God’s eyes is being faith-
ful,” said Tucker.

While today, many people 
attempt to create strategies to 
reach people through small 
group settings, Tucker said 
that Jesus also reached crowds, 
or for those that don’t like the 
ring of the word crowds, “mas-
sive numbers of individual per-
sons.” He said that churches 
must not emphasize one over 
the other.

Showing multiple graphics 
highlighting the spiritual cli-
mate in Arkansas, Tucker said 
that strategies must constantly 
evolve to reach more people.

The graph-
ics highlight-
ed that, in 
central Ar-
kansas, more 
than half the 
state’s popu-
lation is un-
claimed by 
any religious 
group. In addition, there are 
5,665 international students 
studying in Arkansas, more 
than 127 people groups in Ar-
kansas and 68 unreached/un-
reached and unengaged people 
groups in the state.

“We have to make sure all 
people are welcome in our 
churches,” said Tucker.

While the ABSC claims 
more than 500,000 mem-
bers, the average church at-
tendance each Sunday is only  
152,000. Only 16 ABSC 
churches baptized 20 or more 
children, only nine churches 
baptize 20 or more students 
and only four churches bap-
tized 20 or more young adults 
annually.

“You make sure that, in our 
churches, that we never dis-
criminate in any form or fash-
ion. But we need to be incred-
ibly strategic in starting many 
different types of churches for 
many different types of folks. 
No turf, only lost people,” said 
Tucker.

While there was a large 
crowd in John 6, Jesus cared 
deeply for the individuals that 
made up the crowd.

Tucker asked those in at-
tendance, “Do we want to be 
a part of what God is doing or 
let Him send others?”

In closing, Tucker shared 

that, like the boy in John 6, if 
we give what little we have to 
offer and trust God to use it 
for His glory, we will see God 
do amazing things in Arkansas 
and beyond.

Craig Collier
Craig Collier, senior pastor, 

Mount Pisgah Baptist Church, 
Jacksonville, preached the final 
message of the 2017 annual 
meeting of the ABSC, with a 
focus on the final book of the 
New Testament. 

Reflecting on Revelation 
2, Collier noted that the 
church in Ephesus was com-
mended for its “persistence 
in practice,” as believers there 
worked hard, toiled and en-
dured in their faith in spite 
of struggles and persecution. 
Collier pointed out benefits 
in learning to wait on God as 
described in Isaiah 40:31. Be-
lievers in Ephesus also were 
commended because they 
were “dutiful in doctrine,” 
able to differentiate between 
true and false teachers of the 
gospel because they knew the  
Word of God.

Still, this church was not 
perfect because it was “lack-
ing in love,” said Collier. “The 
fireplace was still there, but the 
fire had gone out,” he said. 
“They had become routine 
Christians. They had lost their 
zeal … passion … zest.

“I don’t want us to be guilty 
of working and toiling but 
have no passion in what we’re 
doing. Many 
of us are just 
going through 
the motions.”

The an-
swer, Collier 
said, is found 
in Revelation 
2:5 in three 
Rs: Remem-
ber, Repent and Return. First, 
he called on attendees to re-
member their zeal as new be-
lievers when “you didn’t mind 
doing whatever you could to 
lift up the name of Jesus.” 
Second, he called on attend-
ees to repent for allowing  
Satan to take their joy. Third, 
he called on attendees to re-
turn to a full commitment  
to God. 

God is always willing to give 
His people another chance, 
said Collier. “I’m grateful I 
don’t serve a God of a second 
chance,” he said. “I serve a 
God of another chance.”

Roberts

Meador

Tucker

Collier

Simmons
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Agencies highlight God’s work across Arkansas
RUSSELLVILLE – Seven 
agencies or institutions of the 
Arkansas Baptist State Con-
vention (ABSC) presented an-
nual reports during the 164th 
annual meeting of the ABSC 
Nov. 7-8 of how God has been 
working through their minis-
tries in the past year. Follow-
ing are the highlights of their 
reports.

Williams Baptist  College
As Tom Jones, president, Wil-
liams Baptist College (WBC), 
brought his report to messen-
gers to the 2017 annual meet-
ing of the ABSC, he began by 
sharing that he would be leav-
ing his position with WBC at 
the end of November to join 
the executive staff of The Bap-
tist Foundation of California.

“It has been my great honor 
to serve both Williams and the 
Arkansas Baptist State Con-
vention these past five-and-a-
half years,” he said.

He offered a brief recap of 
the history of WBC, which 
was launched 76 years ago. In 
2018, WBC “will celebrate its 
50th year as a Cooperative Pro-
gram ministry of the Arkansas 
Baptist State Convention,” he 
said. The school continues to 
have a “stubborn and resolute 
commitment to the purpose” 
of ABSC, he stated.

This past year, the freshman 
class increased by 28 percent; 
campus security has been up-
graded, and band and com-
petitive dance programs have 
been added. 

In conclusion, Jones an-
nounced that in September 
WBC trustees announced to 
the student body that Wil-
liams is changing its name to 
Williams Baptist University. 
“There is a new U in Arkan-
sas,” he said, “Williams Baptist 
University.”

Arkansas Baptist Foundation
“Since 1949, Arkansas Bap-

tist Foundation (ABF) has 
served as the trust agency of 
the Arkansas Baptist State 
Convention and has had the 
privilege of helping many Ar-
kansas Baptists become more 
faithful stewards,” said Bobby 
Thomas, ABF president, in 
bringing his agency’s report to 
ABSC Annual Meeting mes-
sengers. 

He reported that during its 
history, the ABF has distribut-
ed more than $370 million for 
God’s work in Arkansas and 

around the world, including 
$34 million in this past year. 
Sixty percent of last year’s 
$34 million distribution went 
to ABSC agencies, churches, 
institutions or ministries, he 
said.

Thomas announced that 
ABF has created a free online 
resource to help pastors and 
church administrators manage 
church finances. For details go 
to churchexcel.org/abf.

Additionally, ABF has cre-
ated an online application 
process for educational schol-
arships available specifically to 
Arkansas Baptists. For details 
go to abf.org/scholarships.

Camp Siloam
Camp Siloam had “one 

of our best summers ever” in 
2017, reported Jason Wilkie, 
executive director, Camp Si-
loam. Wilkie reported that in 
2017 Camp Siloam welcomed 
5,338 campers, with 68 camp-
ers sensing a possible call to 
ministry or missions, 90 camp-
ers interested in baptism and 
close to 500 campers making 
professions of faith.

One of the campers to make 
a profession of faith was an ex-
change student from Spain, 
who can now take the gospel 
back to his home country, re-
ported Wilkie.

Camp Siloam is getting 
close to its $3 million goal for 
the Feed My Sheep campaign 
to build a new dining hall, 
Wilkie said. So far, 785 Arkan-
sas Baptists have given to the 
campaign. Still the campaign 
is about 25 percent short, still 
needing to raise $566,000 to 
reach its goal.

Wilkie told the story of a 
9-year-old girl named Allison 
who had sent Camp Siloam a 
note with seven dollars – her 
birthday money – that she 
wanted to donate to the Feed 
My Sheep campaign. He said, 
“That is a true modern gift of 
the widow’s mite.” He encour-
aged all Arkansas Baptists to 
give to the campaign. Every 
gift, whether large or small, 
goes a long way in reaching the 
goal. Ground has already been 
broken on the new dining hall, 
Wilke reported.

Arkansas Faith and Ethics Council
Larry Page, executive di-

rector of the Arkansas Faith 
and Ethics Council, said 
he had both good and bad 
news regarding the state of  

the culture.
The bad news, Page said, 

is that “our culture is implod-
ing.”

Page used the principle of 
“pursuit angles,” or the tech-
nique used by athletes to prop-
erly position themselves to ex-
ecute plays in their respective 
sport.

Page said that Arkansas 
Baptists must consider their 
pursuit angle when fighting 
for biblical values within the 
cultural and political sphere.

Issues such as same-sex mar-
riage, abortion, transgender is-
sues, pornography and sexual-
ly transmitted disease have be-
come both more rampant and, 
in many cases more socially 
and culturally acceptable, said 
Page. Many of these issues are 
also being used as tools to re-
strict religious liberty as well.

“We need to get smarter. 
… We need to anticipate the 
changing dynamics of these 
things. We don’t just need to 
respond initially, we need to 
look ahead and extrapolate 
where these things are going,” 
said Page. “We need to gauge 
the pursuit angles and be 
ready to deal with these things 
because all of these things are 
eating people alive.”

Ouachita Baptist University
Ben Sells, president of 

Ouachita Baptist University, 
shared about the institution’s 
partnerships with Arkan-
sas Baptists and with others 
around the world.

Sells said Ouachita has the 
highest graduation rate among 
Arkansas’ colleges and uni-
versities with a 70 percent of 
students graduating. In addi-
tion, of those graduates, nine 
out of 10 OBU graduates are 
either employed or accepted 
into graduate school within 
six months of graduating from 
the school.

Sells also shared that 
Ouachita recently completed 
the fundraising necessary to 
fully renovate the Berry Bible 
Building, built in 1959. Con-
struction will begin in January.

While Ouachita saw an 18 
percent increase in freshman 
enrollment this year over last 
year, the school is currently 
home to about 1,500 students. 
According to Sells, the school 
would be a better steward of 
its campus if it grew to 1,750 
students.

“More importantly, there is 

a missional reason for think-
ing about growth,” said Sells. 
“If we were at 1,750 students 
compared to 1,500, over a de-
cade, we would graduate 1,500 
more students than we other-
wise would. And I happen to 
think that this state, this coun-
try and this world would be a 
little better with 1,500 more 
Ouachita graduates.”

Following Sells’ presenta-
tion, Carmen Lane, a 1998 
graduate of Ouachita, shared 
her experience with the school 
and how it played a pivotal 
role in her career. Lane is cur-
rently the camp coordinator of 
Super Summer Arkansas.

After a time of worship led 
by the Ouachita Sounds, Ray 
Franklin, professor of Chris-
tian missions at Ouachita, 
shared about OBU’s missions 
partnerships around the world 
and how they integrate educa-
tion, service and evangelism.

ABCHomes
David Perry, executive 

director, Arkansas Baptist 
Children’s Homes and Fam-
ily Ministries (ABCHomes), 
reported that the ministry re-
cently adopted a new logo and 
launched a new website. 

He shared that the Arkan-
sas Baptist Home for Chil-
dren, “the grand old lady of 
our ministry,” is in its 123rd 
year of caring for hurting chil-
dren. As recently as last week, 
Perry said that he visited the 
campus and met a little boy, 
covered in bruises, who had 
just been admitted, adding 
that ABCHomes cares for 
many children with physical 
and emotional bruising.

Perry reported that the Ar-
kansas Baptist Boys Ranch has 
added two licensed programs 
in the past year. One program 
is geared to boys ages 16-18 
who live in the Choctaw Ranch 
House and learn independent 
living skills. About six weeks 
ago, ABCHomes opened its 
third family care home. The 
new home in Springdale can 
provide care for seven moms 
and their children.

ABCHomes offers a coun-
seling ministry, which provides 
more than 2,000 counseling 
sessions annually, including 
about 20 percent of counsel-
ing sessions for Arkansas Bap-
tist ministers or their families.

In 2016 Connected Foster 
Care was launched in Pulaski 
County, and in 2017 it was 

launched in Sebastian County 
in cooperation with Concord 
Baptist Association and local 
Baptist churches. In just three 
months in Sebastian County, 
eight foster homes have been 
licensed and 18 foster children 
have been served. 

Perry announced that the 
ABCHomes theme for the 
next 12 months is A Lifetime 
of Hope. He then invited Alli 
and her two children, Gus 
and Toni, to the stage as Alli 
shared her testimony. The 
young mother, who was ad-
dicted to pills, was recently re-
united with her children at the 
Jonesboro Family Care Home. 
Alli has recently graduated as a 
certified nursing aide (CNA), 
and she and her children have 
made Christian commitments. 
She credits ABCHomes with 
helping her get her life turned 
around.

Arkansas Baptist News
Tim Yarbrough, editor/ex-

ecutive director of the Arkansas 

Baptist News (ABN), began his 
report by reminiscing when 
he was a member of First Bap-
tist Church, Russellville, as a 
young, single man, working for 
the local daily newspaper. He 
and his wife, Pamm, were mar-
ried in the church. 

After thanking Arkansas 
Baptists for their support 
through the Cooperative Pro-
gram, Yarbrough reminded 
messengers of the purpose 
statement of their state Baptist 
newspaper, which is to “assist 
Kingdom work by informing, 
inspiring and involving Arkan-
sas Baptists through meeting 
needs of people, spreading the 
gospel, making disciples and 
growing God’s work in Arkan-
sas and beyond.” 

He said the ABN “strives for 
journalistic integrity, fairness 
and balance in its reporting of 
Baptist and evangelical news,” 
following the four principles 
of the Society of Professional 
Journalists, which are to: 1) 
Seek Truth and Report It, 2) 
Minimize Harm, 3) Act Inde-
pendently and 4) Be Account-
able and Transparent.

Yarbrough concluded by 
telling messengers that the 
ABN unapologetically advo-
cates for the cause of Jesus 
Christ, reporting the news 
based on our Christian world-
view, while seeking to uphold 
the highest standards of jour-
nalism and Christian ethics.
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Pastors’ Conf. speakers share passion for the gospel
LITTLE ROCK – Arkansas 
Baptist pastors and church 
staff were challenged by a vari-
ety of speakers during the 2017 
Arkansas Baptist State Con-
vention (ABSC) Pastors’ Con-
ference Nov. 6 at First Baptist 
Church, Russellville.

The Pastors’ Conference 
theme supported the annual 
meeting theme Encourage to 
Engage.

2018 Arkansas Baptist State 
Convention Pastors’ Confer-
ence officers elected at the con-
ference were: John McCallum, 
pastor, First Baptist Church, 
Hot Springs, president; Chan-
son Newborn, pastor, Fellow-
ship Community Church, 
Forrest City, vice president, 
and Aaron Matthews, pastor, 
First Baptist Church, Lowell, 
secretary-treasurer.

Archie Mason
Archie Mason, senior pas-

tor of Central Baptist Church, 
Jonesboro, shared his experi-
ence of accepting Christ, being 
called to preach and the ebbs 
and flows of pastoral ministry.

Speaking from Exodus 
3:1-22, Mason preached on 
Moses’ calling.

Christians should remem-
ber the point in their life in 
which they were saved, said 

M a s o n , 
and pas -
tors should 
r e m e m b e r 
the point at 
which they 
were called to 
ministry.

P a s t o r s 
must remem-

ber that their calling is: 1) per-
sonal, 2) holy and 3) specific.

“Your best therapy when 
you get depressed is to preach 
the gospel of Jesus Christ. … 
You are called by God,” said 
Mason. “Your calling is to 
preach His Word.”

“When everything is crum-
bling in on you, realize that 
you have a holy calling. You 
are filled with the Spirit of 
God because you are the man 
called by God, a personal call-
ing, and you get to share the 
good news of Jesus,” he said.

Andy Addis
In a sermon titled, “Sir, one 

more year,” Andy Addis, lead 
pastor of CrossPoint Church 
in Kansas, preached on the 
“fruit of pastoral accountabil-
ity.”

Mason

Speaking out of Luke 13:6-
9, Addis told the pastors in at-
tendance that they must hold 
themselves accountable for 
the calling that God has given 
them.

Addis said the passage 
teaches that pastors should 
keep themselves accountable 
to their calling by: 1) perspec-
tive (it’s not yours, it’s God’s), 
2) expectation (our job is to 
produce) and 3) truth (hearing 

hard things).
P r a c t i c a l 

tips for stay-
ing account-
able to one’s 
calling as a 
pastor, and 
casting vi-
sion for one’s 
church, from 

Luke 13:6-9 are: 1) declare, 2) 
dig and 3) dung it.

“You clear out all the mess, 
you dig around it, so that you 
can put what is really impor-
tant on your people,” said 
Addis,“which is the Word 
of God in the Spirit of God 
through the worship of God.

“Whatever it is that is in 
your heart, whatever it is that 
is part of that calling, it’s hav-
ing trouble breaking through 
the soil and bearing fruit,” he 
said. 

“You have to make some 
declarations. You have to dig 
it out, you have to dung it up 
and get that thing to grow. … 
Some stuff is worth fighting 
for.”

Kyle Reno
“Men and women of God, 

if we don’t acknowledge our 
thirst for Him, if we don’t 
consistently come to Him and 
drink deeply from an abiding 
relationship with Him we will 
go and try to find it some-
where else,” said Kyle Reno, 

lead pastor of 
The Summit 
Church in 
Conway.

Speak ing 
from Jeremi-
ah 2:13, Reno 
said that min-
isters often 
do as Israel 

did and dismiss God’s glory, 
seeking satisfaction in any-
thing and everything but the 
only place it can be found – in 
God.

“If you or I, for a minute, 
believe that we are immune to 
this, we are probably already 

Addis

Reno

moving toward it,” said Reno. 
“We are in a hard work. We 

are living on the front lines 
in ministry,” he said. “But if 
you get enough distance from 
God, if you get enough dis-
couragement in ministry or 
maybe just enough disappoint-
ment in life, you and I will go 
and find a drink somewhere 
else.”

Reno encouraged pastors to 
flee seeking fulfillment in any-
thing apart from God.

“If you were to watch my 
life or I were to watch your life 
there should be the worship of 
God all throughout it,” said 
Reno. “I am not talking about 
emotion. I am talking about 
the reality of God.

“Don’t you so long to be in 
abiding relationship with Him 
that you are bearing fruit that 
looks like the river of God’s 
life in every sphere of influ-
ence?” he asked.

“I don’t want to do church; 
I want to meet with Christ. I 
don’t want to get good with 
God stuff. I want to know 
God. I don’t want people to 
come around me and learn 
the right stuff. I want them to 
come near me and sense the 
Savior,” said Reno.

Leighton Flowers
Leighton Flowers, director 

of apologetics and youth evan-
gelism for the Baptist General 
Convention of Texas, said per-
suading others of the truth of 

the gospel is 
a scriptural 
concept.

Speak ing 
from Acts 28, 
Flowers said 
the Apostle 
Paul was not 
only persua-
sive, but also 

persistent and prayerful.
As seen in the passage, Paul 

loved his brothers and was will-
ing to give up his own life in 
Christ to save them. Recogniz-
ing that he was writing under 
the inspiration of the Holy 
Spirit, Flowers said Paul was 
expressing the heart of Christ.

Paul genuinely hoped that 
all his brothers would be saved 
because he believed all could 
be saved, said Flowers. How-
ever, his brothers’ hearts had 
grown calloused.

Flowers said that it is im-
portant to recognize that one’s 
heart is not born calloused 
but becomes calloused. This is 

Flowers

what Paul believed, he said.
Referencing Romans 11, 

Flowers said Paul “provoked 
the Israelites to envy,” in order 
that they would recognize, not 
only their sins, but also the 
sins of the Gentiles, and the 
power of the gospel to change 
hearts of both Jew and Gen-
tile.

“We are not only called to 
proclaim the good news, we 
should be trying to persuade 
others of its truthfulness,” said 
Flowers. 

“We are in a secular society 
that does not assume God ex-
ists or that the Bible is truth-
ful,” he said. 

“If we just approach them, 
assuming those two things are 
true, … and we are not willing 
to engage them intellectually 
and honestly and reasonably 
by explaining to them why we 
believe that God exists and 
why we believe the Bible is 
true, we will miss another gen-
eration of people surrounding 
us who will never engage with 
us because of an emotional ap-
peal.”

Chris Simmons
Focusing on the confer-

ence’s theme, Encourage to 
Engage, Chris Simmons, pas-
tor of Cornerstone Baptist 
Church in Dallas, Texas, ac-
knowledged the discourage-
ment that many pastors regu-
larly face.

According to Simmons, this 
discouragement is evident in 
the average tenure of a pas-
tor being only three years, ac-
cording to LifeWay Christian 
Resources President Thom 
Rainer.

“I believe that one of the 
strategies the devil often uses 
is to discourage His people, 
to discourage His leaders, to 
discourage pastors,” said Sim-
mons. “They often walk away 
from the ministry and throw 
up their hands and give up.”

W h i l e 
o f t e n t i m e s 
pastors are 
not taught 
to expect dis-
couragement 
in ministry, 
storms will 
come. Sim-
mons said 

that nearly all pastors are, at 
any given moment, either: 1) 
going into a storm, 2) in the 
midst of a storm or 3) coming 
out of a storm.

Simmons

The Bible is full of examples 
of people who felt discouraged 
and wanted to give up, he said, 
including: Jonah, Job and Jer-
emiah, just to name a few.

Speaking from 1 Samuel, 
Simmons highlighted the story 
of David when he arrived in 
Ziklag with his men, only to 
find that the Amalekites had 
raided and burned the town to 
the ground.

David was in despair, but 
he recognized that God would 
take care of him because He 
had “history with God.”

“David understood that a 
true leader understands that 
all that we have has been given 
by God and we should be good 
stewards to share with others,” 
said Simmons. 

“David says you need to 
learn how to encourage your-
self in the Lord your God.”

John Meador
Preaching from 2 Timothy 

4:5, John Meador, pastor of 
First Baptist Church, Euless, 

Texas, told Ar-
kansas Baptist 
pastors that 
they are “an 
u n f i n i s h e d 
leader” and 
that they have 
“an unfin-
ished task.” 
Reflecting on 

the biblical passage, Meador 
said that Timothy was being 
reprimanded by Paul, who was 
telling young Timothy, “You 
still have ‘a ways’ to go.”

Meador encouraged pastors 
at the conference to be not 
only preachers but also lead-
ers.

“You may be pastoring well, 
but there’s still more ground 
to be taken,” Meador told at-
tendees. “We must learn … 
expand … grow … not settle 
for doing it well enough. If we 
settle, our communities won’t 
be impacted by the gospel of 
Jesus Christ.”

Meador told of a believer in 
India who had very limited re-
sources but was making signifi-
cant impact for God. Meador 
said he sensed God asking 
him, “If he’s doing this with 
no resources, what are you 
doing with all your resources?” 
He urged pastors not to lose 
the sense of their call because 
of the demands of their assign-
ment.

Meador

See PASTORS page 10
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Gathright wins ABN watch
JANET GATHRIGHT of Avil-
la is the winner of the Series 3 
Apple Watch given away at the 
Arkansas Baptist News (ABN) 
exhibit booth at the 
Arkansas Baptist State 
Convention Annual 
Meeting Nov. 7-8.

Gathright is the 
women’s ministry life 
group teacher/leader 
of women under 40, 
at First Baptist Church, 
Benton, where her hus-
band, John, is church admin-
istrator.

The couple has an adult son 
and daughter and seven grand-

Gathright

children.
“I have a subscription to the 

ABN because I want to know 
more than what is in the secu-

lar headlines or blips,” 
said Gathright. “The  
ABN also surprises me 
with news that inter-
ests me that I can’t get 
anywhere else.  Thank 
you for helping us stay 
connected, ABN! 

“I also love the email 
article alerts. Winning 

the watch is icing on the cake!  
Wow!”

The Apple Watch has a 
value of $360.

Drawing attention to Acts 
19, Meador said that Paul 
boldly shared the gospel and 
equipped others to do so as 
well, starting a gospel move-
ment that moved outward. He 
emphasized the importance 
of pastors modeling, for their 
church members, how to go 
into the community and share 

continued from page 9
PASTORS the gospel. “Never is God 

more with us than when we 
take the Light into darkness,” 
he said.

He concluded his mes-
sage by asking four questions: 
What is God calling you to do 
to fulfill your ministry? How 
intently do you go after the 
people in your community? 
Are you focused on doing the 
work of an evangelist? How 
will you rearrange your life for 
this focus?

resolution adopted at the 2017 
Southern Baptist Convention 
Annual Meeting in Phoenix, 
was to read, “Whereas, Rac-
ism and white supremacy are, 
sadly, not extinct but present 
all over the world in various 
white supremacist movements, 
sometimes known as ‘white na-
tionalism’ or ‘alt-right.’”

After brief discussion, 
Crawford’s addition was not 
approved, and the original res-
olution passed with no chang-
es. (See page 11 for details on 
resolutions.)

ABSC Executive Board 
teams and ministries and Ar-
kansas Baptists shared various 
reports during the meeting, 
including testimonies about 
God’s work throughout Ar-
kansas, the nation and world. 

Several times of focused 
prayer during the meeting 
were led by Kyle Reno, pastor, 
The Summit Church, Conway; 
Dave Hughey, pastor, Geyer 
Springs First Baptist Church, 
Little Rock, and Bill Elliff, 
pastor, The Summit Church, 
North Little Rock.

Worship times during the 
meeting were led by Scott Qui-
mby, minister of music, First 

Baptist Church, Stuttgart; the 
worship team from Central 
Baptist Church, Conway, and 
the worship team from First 
Baptist Church, Russellville. 
In addition, messengers and 
guests were treated to perfor-
mances by Master’Singers and 
the Ouachita Sounds from 
Ouachita Baptist University.

Board report, budget
Rob Davis, ABSC Executive 

Board president and pastor, 
First Baptist Church, Harri-
son, gave the Executive Board 
report Nov. 7. The Executive 
Board’s 2018 Cooperative Pro-
gram budget of $21 million 
and team goals were approved 
by messengers. 

Miscellaneous business
Ken Shaddox, pastor of 

Park Hill Baptist Church, 
North Little Rock, presented 
a motion that the 2017 ABSC 
Annual dedicated in honor of 
Jimmie Sheffield, ABSC execu-
tive administrator, in honor of 
his 60th year of ministry and 
work on behalf of Arkansas 
Baptists. The motion passed 
unanimously.

Baptists ‘Above and Beyond’
Greg Addison, associate 

executive director of the Ar-
kansas Baptist State Conven-

tion, shared a report titled 
“Engaging Arkansas Baptists 
Above and Beyond,” in which 
he highlighted the role of the 
Dixie Jackson missions offer-
ing in the 
cooperative 
work of Ar-
kansas Bap-
tists.

A d d i s o n 
ment ioned 
disaster re-
lief (DR), in 
regards to re-
cent disasters 
faced this 
year, specifi-
cally Hurri-
cane Harvey. 
A d d i s o n 
introduced Ryan Scantling, 
ABSC college and young lead-
ers team member and Conway 
campus minister, who shared 
how he was able to be involved 
in coordinating with Universi-
ty of Central Arkansas (UCA) 
administration to send UCA 
students, many of whom were 
not believers, to serve with DR 
in Texas.

“These students, who had a 
great heart to serve, go down 
and they, many of them lost 
as anything, … go down, serve, 
and learn about Jesus from 
faithful chaplains serving with 
Southern Baptist disaster re-
lief,” said Scantling.

Addison shared about the 
growth of Acts 1:8 One Day 

mission work across the state, 
including the annual statewide 
event as well as association 
mission days and individual 
churches who put on events. 

More than 
73 block par-
ties have been 
hosted across 
the state over 
the past year, 
said Addi-
son, many of 
funded by the 
Dixie Jackson 
State Mission 
Offering.

A d d i s o n 
also noted the  
role of the 
Dixie Jackson 

offering in funding church  
planting.

Commissioning service
The convention’s Nomi-

nating Committee report was 
approved with no challenges 
and no discussion. The com-
mittee nominates people to 
serve on boards of ABSC en-
tities and institutions. (For a 
list of nominees, see Sept. 21  
edition of the Arkansas Baptist 

News.
A church planter commis-

sioning service was held on 
Tuesday evening, Nov. 7. Nu-
merous church planters and 
sponsoring church pastors in-
troduced themselves and were 
later immersed in prayer by  

annual meeting attendees.

Other activities
A block party was held on 

the grounds of First Baptist 
Church, Russellville, to dem-
onstrate for church leaders 
how to hold block parties in 
their own churches.

Exhibits from various 
ABSC teams, agencies and 
institutions, as well as SBC 
affiliates, were set up at First 
Baptist Church, Russellville.

A complimentary lunch was 
served by DR volunteers on 
Tuesday, Nov. 7, and various 
lunches and dinners were held 
for specific groups during the 
two-day meeting.

The Link, Agencies + Insti-
tutions Fellowship, sponsored 
by ABSC agencies and insti-
tutions, was held on Monday 
evening, Nov. 7.

During a brief Executive 
Board meeting Tuesday after-
noon, Nov. 7, Manley Beas-
ley, Jr., pastor of Hot Springs 
Baptist Church, Hot Springs, 
was elected president, and 
Craig Jenkins, pastor of  Beech 
Street, Texarkana, was elected 
vice president.

The 2018 annual meet-
ing of the ABSC will be held 
Oct. 23-24 at Central Baptist 
Church, Jonesboro. 

For additional coverage of 
the annual meeting, visit the 
ABN Facebook page or arkan-
sasbaptist.org.

continued from page one
ENGAGE
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ABSC messengers approve six resolutions
RUSSELLVILLE – Arkansas 
Baptist messengers approved 
six resolutions at the 2017 
annual meeting of the Arkan-
sas Baptist State Convention 
(ABSC). For full text of the 
resolutions visit arkansasbap-
tist.org/absc17. Below is a sum-
mary of the six resolutions.

No. 1: Appreciation
Messengers expressed ap-

preciation to the ABSC presi-
dent; executive director, execu-
tive board staff and leaders of 
the convention, as well as the 
staff and laity of First Baptist 
Church, Russellville, for pro-
viding “excellent service and 
arrangements” for the 164th 
annual meeting.

No. 2: On Commending AB-
SC’s Disaster Relief Ministry

Messengers expressed grati-
tude for the “sacrificial service 
rendered” by Arkansas Baptist 
State Convention administra-
tors and volunteers for their 
disaster relief work during 
2017, with deployments to 
Oklahoma, Louisiana, Arkan-
sas and Texas. The resolution 
noted a summary of services 
and results showing: “64 days 
deployed, 638 volunteers 
served, 4,038 volunteer days 
served, 30,613 volunteer hours 
served, 320,137 meals served, 
90 chainsaw jobs completed, 
28 flood recovery jobs com-
pleted, 64 heavy equipment 
hours performed, 13 tarp jobs 

completed, 2,686 showers pro-
vided, 1,756 loads of laundry 
processed, 26 assessments 
conducted, 2,043 ministry/
chaplaincy contacts made, 689 
Bibles distributed, 108 tracts 
handed out, 219 gospel presen-
tations made, and 44 profes-
sions of faith made.” The reso-
lution also stated, “The kind 
of pure servanthood displayed 
by the good people laboring in 
the Disaster Relief ministry is 
the kind of service that Billy 
Graham had in mind when he 
said, ‘The highest form of wor-
ship is the worship of unselfish 
Christian service.’”

No. 3: Israel
Messengers committed to 

bless Israel and “to support the 
right of Israel to exist as a sov-
ereign state and reject any ac-
tivities that attack that right by 
promoting economic, cultural, 
and academic boycotts against 
Israel.” Additionally, they en-
couraged Arkansas Baptists 
to “take every opportunity to 
encourage our fellow citizens 
and specifically our govern-
ment leaders to be a blessing 
to Israel at every possible op-
portunity with everything in 
our power.” Additionally, the 
resolution stated, “We recom-
mit ourselves to pray for God’s 
peace to rule in Jerusalem and 

for the salvation of Israel.”

No. 4: On the ‘Nashville 
Statement’: A Manifesto on 
Human Sexuality

Messengers strongly af-
firmed the Nashville State-
ment, in which evangelical 
leaders offer biblical clarity 
on gender and sexuality. The 
resolution states, “(We) de-
clare without equivocation 
that we are in complete agree-
ment with the Nashville State-
ment; and … that we find the 
statement without error in its 
declarations based on biblical 
truths and we wholehearted 
endorse its purposes to avoid 
condemnation and self-righ-
teousness, while ‘trying to 
point all person, regardless 
of the struggles over sexuality 
and or self-identity, to salva-
tion and wholeness in Christ;’ 
and … that we hold fast to the 
summation by a signatory of 
the Statement, when he says, 
‘With all our hearts, we believe 
that the sexual revolution can-
not deliver on its promises, but 
that Christ always delivers on 
his.’”

No. 5: On Racial Reconcili-
ation 

Messengers recommitted 
themselves “to the responsibil-
ity and privilege of loving and 
equipping people of all races 
and ethnicities in our com-
munities,” urging “churches 
to demonstrate their hearts 
for racial reconciliation by 
seeking to increase racial 
and ethnic diversity through 
church staff, leadership and 
membership.” Additionally, 
messengers called on Arkan-

sas Southern Baptists “to be 
faithful to seek reconciliation 
in their personal relationships 
and local communities as they 
demonstrate the power of the 
Gospel to reconcile all persons 
in Christ” and to “be diligent 
in denouncing racial discrimi-
nation in whatever form it 
takes in seeking to bring heal-
ing and cohesiveness to our 
fractured culture as we under-
stand that in the final analysis 
there is one race – the human 
race – created by God for His 
pleasure.”

No. 6: On Polarization in 
America

Messengers agreed to “de-
nounce in the strongest terms 
the antipathy and hostility hate 
groups display based on racial, 
ethnic, religious, class, eco-
nomic status, and other such 
illegitimate and unreasonable 
distinctions, all of which are 
antithetical to the gospel,” and 
said, “Believers must endeavor 
to remove from our midst any 
remaining forms of unbiblical 
attitudes for others based on 
race, ethnicity, national origin, 
or other such inappropriate 
distinctions.” Arkansas Bap-
tists were encouraged to “focus 
prayer on those who advocate 
hateful ideologies and those 
who are deceived by them, so 
that they may see that those 
illicit feelings are contrary to 
the Gospel, repent of their 
attitudes, and come to know 
the peace and love of Christ 
through redeemed fellowship 
in the Kingdom of God, which 
is established from every na-
tion, tribe, people, and lan-
guage.”

For additional annual meeting coverage  
visit arkansasbaptist.org/absc17
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Stephen Topping, 39, of 
Bentonville, died 
on Oct. 20 as a 
result of a traffic 
accident in Rog-
ers.

Topping is 
the son of Gor-
don Topping, 

longtime pastor of First Bap-
tist Church in Pine Bluff, who 
now serves as pastor of Gum 
Springs Baptist Church in 
Bentonville.

Other than his father, Top-
ping is survived by two daugh-
ters, his mother, Ann, two sis-
ters and one brother. 

Funeral services were held 
Oct. 27 at First Baptist Church 
in Bentonville.

Burial took place in Yell 
Cemetery near Tontitown.

ACROSS ARKANSAS

Obituaries

Church life

C l a s s i f i e d s
Big Fork Baptist Church of rural Mena, AR, 

is seeking a bi-vocational or retired pas-
tor starting January 1, 2018. Please send letter 
of intention, or resume to: Attn: Pastor Search 
Committee, 105 Polk Rd. 67, Mena, AR 71953.

Pastor: First Baptist Church Broken Bow, 
Oklahoma is seeking a F/T senior pastor. 
Please send resume to Pastor Search Team: P.O. 
Box 370 Broken Bow, OK 74728 or email to 
info@fbcbrokenbow.com.

Bono Baptist Church is seeking a pastor 
who loves the Lord, is knowledgeable in God’s 
Word and is ready to lead BBC in serving God. 
The pastor will have the primary responsibili-
ties of preaching, teaching and evangelizing the 
word of God, extending care to members and 
families, and providing leadership in all areas 
of the Church. BBC is located in Greenbrier and 
currently has an average attendance of 100. 
Interested candidates can submit resumes to 
connect@bonobaptist.com.

FBC-Floyd seeking bi-vocational pastor; 
send resume & references to: FBC, 1198 Hwy 31, 
Romance, AR 72136-7021.

FBC Pangburn, AR, is seeking a full-time 
pastor. Please mail resumes to FBC Pangburn, 
Attn: Search Team, PO Box 250, Pangburn AR, 
72121, or email jonj3390@hotmail.com.

Lambrook FBC seeking a bi-vocational 
pastor. Send resumes to: Johnny Williamson, 
PO Box 544, Elaine, AR 72333.

Calvary Baptist Church, Corning, is prayer-
fully seeking a full-time pastor. Send re-
sume to John Herren, 2518 West Main, Corning, 
AR 72422.

Floral Baptist Church of Floral, Arkansas, is 
seeking a full-time pastor. Send resumes 
and references to Floral Baptist Church, P.O. Box 
96, Floral, AR 72534.

OTHER STAFF POSITIONS

PASTOR sponsible, spiritually mature Christian who loves 
children, self-improvement and staff develop-
ment. Degree required and experience preferred. 
Resumes will be reviewed immediately. Send 
resumes to cdc@mccarthybaptist.org. Position 
open until filled.

First Baptist Church of Bay, AR (located just 
outside of Jonesboro) is seeking a part-time 
minister of music who is committed to lead-
ing a blended worship service. resumes may be 
mailed to First Baptist Church, PO Box 190, Bay, 
AR, or submitted to www.bayfbc.org.

We are seeking God’s man to serve as the 
full-time student minister or part-time 
youth pastor and part-time children’s 
pastor for Trinity Baptist Church Benton. Send 
resumes to: trinitybenton@ymail.com or to 702 
Church Street, Benton, AR 72015.

Associate pastor of worship. Grace 
Baptist Church in Belleville, AR, is seeking to hire 
a worship leader who can lead God’s people into 
a greater worship experience. Grace is a growing 
church and duties will include administrative 
skills as well as music skills. The pay package is 
negotiable and does include a parsonage. Please 
mail resumes to PO Box 27 Belleville, AR 72824, 
or email Logan Ferguson at revlferg@yahoo.
com.

London First Baptist Church in London, AR, 
is currently looking for a part-time music 
minister. Qualifications and application in-
formation are available at www.fbclondon.com 
- click on Music Minister Search or email brett.
londonfbc@gmail.com for information.

Judsonia First Baptist Church is in search 
of a youth director. All who are interested 
please contact Blake Moffett at Blake.moffett@
enbridge.com or 501-283-4187.

Perryville FBC is seeking a bi-vocational 
music director. Send resumes to pvfb.
church@gmail.com.

Bayou Meto Baptist, Jacksonville, seeking 
a part-time children’s and a part-time 
youth minister. Contact the church office at 
501-988-1966 for more information on these 2 
positions & where to send resume.

Seeking full-time children’s minis-
tries pastor or director: East Side of Para-
gould is seeking the Lord’s qualified candidate 
to lead a thriving children’s ministry and to 
assist our families in parenting and disciple 
making. We are a loving and serving church in a 
growing community with quality schools. Send 
resume to Phillip Miller: pmiller@connect2east-
side.com.

First Baptist Church of Wake Village, Texas,  
is searching for a full-time minister of 
music/worship. Blended worship style us-
ing a choir, praise team and praise band. House 
and utilities provided along with a competitive 
financial package. Submit resumes to FBC, 820 
Wake Ave, Wake Village, TX 75501, or sneath-
ery@fbcwakevillage.org.

FBC Prescott is seeking an energetic part-
time music/choir director. Please send 
resume to: FBC Prescott Personnel Committee, 
PO Box 447, Prescott, AR 71857.

First Baptist Church of El Dorado, AR, is 
seeking to hire an associate pastor of wor-
ship. This full-time position is responsible for 
developing and leading a church-wide worship 
ministry, which promotes the development of 
fully devoted followers of Jesus. Interested can-
didates can submit a resume with cover letter 
by mail (200 W. Main El Dorado, AR) or email 
(jonathan.kelley@fbceldorado.org).

Cocklebur Baptist, Ward, AR, is prayerfully 
seeking part-time youth leader. Accept-
ing resumes through Nov. 30, 2017. Email re-
sumes to cbc4138@gmail.com or mail to Attn: 
Youth Search Committee, 4138 Cocklebur Road,  
Ward, Arkansas 72176.

East End Baptist Church is seeking a bi-vo-
cational worship leader. Responsibilities 
will include Sunday morning and evening ser-
vices and leading the choir. Contact the church 
at 4701 East End Road, Hensley, AR 72065 or by 
emailing pastor@eebcar.com.

Looking for a part-time student min-
ister for Wheatley Baptist Church in Wheat-
ley, AR. Contact Ben Coulter 870-918-4166 or  
bencoultermusic@me.com.

Full-time minister to youth and 
families, Graves Memorial Baptist Church, 
North Little Rock, AR. The church is prayerfully 
seeking to hire a godly man to lead the youth 
ministry and assist our families in parenting 
and discipling kids of all ages. Email resumes to 
nick@gmbclife.com.

First Baptist Church in Forrest City, AR, is 
seeking a full-time minister of music. 
Submit resume to: dianne@fbcfc.org Attn: Mu-
sic Search Committee or by mail to 507 North 
Rosser St, Forrest City, AR 72335.

Levy Church, NLR, seeks full-time wor-
ship/executive pastor. Send resumes to: 
steventiner@levybaptist.com.

Part-time band director needed to 
work 4 hours a week in a school. Must hold an 
Arkansas Teacher’s License. Please send resumes 
to doug@arkansasregionalbands.com.

Vacation. Italy from a Protestant/Evangeli-
cal Perspective. 9 days or combine with Steps 
of Paul Tour & Cruise.  www.pilgrimtours.com  
800.322.0788.

CHRISTmasTees.net - Display the “reason 
for the season” with Merry CHRISTmas  
T-shirts. Order online.

MISCELLANEOUS

Cedar Grove Baptist Church of Arka-
delphia is seeking a bi-vocational pas-
tor. Send resumes and references to Cedar 
Grove Baptist Church, 825 Cedar Grove Road,  
Arkadelphia, AR 71923.

Chicot Road Baptist Church is seeking a 
bi-vocational pastor. Send resume to 
13301 Chicot Rd, Mabelvale AR 72103 or email  
chicotroadbaptist@att.net.

Crossgate Church of Hot Springs, Arkan-
sas, is prayerfully seeking a person to fill the 
full-time position of pastor (or direc-
tor) of children’s and preteens ministry 
(depending on qualifications). To obtain more 
information about this ministry position please 
visit www.crossgate.org/employment. To send 
resumes electronically, or to contact us, please 
email us at childrensministry@crossgate.org.  
Resumes may also be mailed to Ministry Search 
Team, Crossgate Church, 3100 East Grand Ave, 
Hot Springs, Arkansas 71901.

Wanted: Part time worship leader for 
blended service, Central Baptist in Bald Knob. 
Send resume to cooleybf@hotmail.com.

First Baptist Church of Joplin, MO, is ac-
cepting resumes for the full-time position 
of pastor to children and families. First 
Baptist has experienced consistent growth in 
this area and with our upcoming relocation and 
new education/ children’s facility we are poised 
for even more kingdom growth. For information 
and to send your resume please visit firstjoplin.
org/jobs.

McCarthy Baptist Child Development Center 
in Saint Joseph, Missouri, is looking for a cen-
ter director who will lead using approved 
curriculum and will adhere to Missouri rules 
for child care. Applicant must be organized, re-

arkansasbaptist.org/ads

Immanuel Baptist Church 
in Little Rock celebrated its 
125th anniversary Oct. 22. 

HEBER SPRINGS – First Bap-
tist Church, Heber Springs, 
held its second annual fall 
carnival Oct. 31, with nearly 
1,500 in attendance.

Chuch member Jamie Fos-
ter served as event director.

Sixty-five volunteers from 
the church welcomed carni-
val-goers to participate in the 
many activities, which includ-
ed carnival rides, face painting, 
music, a hayride, boardwalk-
type games of skill, food and 
“trunk or treat.”

The church's men's ministry 
group grilled and served 1,000 
hot dogs, along with other re-
freshments.  

Firemen from the local fire 

department displayed a fire 
truck for carnival-goers.

“First Baptist Heber is here 
to share the love of Christ, and 
a community-wide event like 
our carnival is just one way we 
can serve the people of Heber," 
said Marty Sikes, pastor. 

1,500 attend fall carnival

Visit arkansasbaptist.org/ads 
to use our easy online form!
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‘Glass-house living at best is hard,’ ministers’ wives told
Margaret Colson
Arkansas Baptist News

RUSSELLVILLE – Approxi-
mately 100 women gathered 
for the Ministers’ Wives Con-
ference and luncheon at First 
Baptist Church, Russellville, 
Nov. 6, prior to the start of 
the Arkansas Baptist State 
Convention (ABSC) Annual 
Meeting.

Keynote speaker for the 
conference was Diane Nix, 
founder and director of Con-
tagious Joy 4 Him ministry, 
who encouraged attendees to 
“never give up.”

“Glass-house living at its 
best is hard,” she said, describ-
ing some difficult experiences 
she and her husband, a pastor, 
have endured, such as becom-
ing embroiled in church con-
flict, losing everything in Hur-
ricane Katrina as well as bat-

tling a life-threatening illness.
 “God has forged me by 

fire,” she said. “I will die for 
Him, and I’m not going to 
quit.” 

The women’s ministry 
speaker, who described her-
self as an “unlikely preacher’s 
wife,” urged participants to 
understand and reconnect 
to their calling as ministers’ 
wives, adding that their calling 
is an “anchor” during life’s dif-
ficulties.

“We get in trouble when we 
focus on things below. When 
we focus on things below, our 
identities become all about the 
events, materials and people in 
our lives,” she said, drawing at-
tention to the wife of Job in 
the Old Testament. Job’s wife, 
she said, “lost everything that 
gave her meaning, purpose 
and identity.”

Nix encouraged attendees 

to be in a “continual cycle of 
renewal” for the rest of their 
lives.

Renewal, she said, always re-
quires a right heart and right 
thinking; removal; repenting, 
which results in transforma-
tion; replenishing and reflec-
tion.

“You are changing and im-
pacting lives for eternity,” Nix 
reminded attendees.

During the conference, Nix 
invited women to write their 
worries on pieces of paper, 
leaving the scraps of paper at 
the altar, signifying surrender 
to Christ in those areas of con-
cerns in their lives. Nix com-
mitted to pray for each woman 
who brought her concerns to 

the altar.
In addition to Nix, Karen 

Jordan, whose husband, Dan, 
is retired from the staff of 
ABSC, shared her testimony. 
She described several years in 
her life when she was in a state 
of crisis. During that time of 
crisis, she learned to trust God 
with her worries and anxieties, 
focusing on an acronym for 
rest: Remember, Exalt, Sur-
render and Trust (REST). 

“Try REST next time you 
come into crisis,” she said, urg-
ing participants to “stop, drop 
and pray” when crisis comes.

Worship was led by Robert 
Ramsey, worship pastor, First 
Baptist Church, Russellville, 
and his wife, Brooke Ramsey; 

Keely Hatfield and Dusty 
Lindsey.

Attendee Stephanie Mor-
gan, whose husband Brad 
Morgan serves as youth min-
ister at First Baptist Church, 
Stuttgart, said that the minis-
ters’ wives conference is “en-
couraging. It’s nice to know 
you’re not alone, that other 
people understand.” 

The annual conference and 
luncheon are designed to en-
courage and equip ministers’ 
wives, said Andrea Lennon, 
ABSC women’s ministry spe-
cialist. This year, lunch for the 
wives’ conference was provid-
ed by ABSC.

Contact Margaret Colson at 

margaret@arkansasbaptist.org.

ACROSS ARKANSAS

Flooring
Floors & More, Inc.
21286 Interstate 30
Benton, AR 72019
501-316-0267  FAX: 501-316-2533
Email: sales@floorsandmorear.com
www.floorsandmorear.com
Consultation/Statewide Services/Commercial 
Flooring/Carpet Squares/Gym Floors 

Kitchen Equipment
& Supplies
Aimco Equipment Co. 
10001 Colonel Glenn Rd.
Little Rock, AR 72204
501-228-0808

Lighting & Sound
American AVL
800-352-7222
Little Rock/Jackson/Ruston/ 
New Orleans
Audio, Video, & Lighting Systems & 
Equipment - Ask about our free site needs  
AVL review

Playgrounds
Rusty Peoples 
rusty@peopleslandscaping.com
479-769-0580, (toll-free) 866-388-1365 
www.heartlandparks.com 
Quality park-playground equip, surfacing & 
shades -Free design consultations

Stained Glass
Jonathan Soos 
Soos Stained Glass Inc. 
jon@soosstainedglass.com 
http://www.soosstainedglass.com 
30 Maumelle Curve Ct. 
Maumelle AR 72113 
501-758-8641 Maumelle studio 
501-758-8655 fax

Baptistries/Steeples
Construction Sales Co., Inc.
P.O. Box 1049
Magnolia, AR 71753-1049
800-526-9663  FAX: 870-234-6475
Also laminated wood arches, beams and decking 

Church Facility Planner
Sowell Architects
1315 North Street, Suite 100
Conway, AR  72034
501-450-9633 FAX: 501-450-7228
Email: rik@sowellarchitects.com
www.sowellarchitects.com
Master planning, site analysis
and all architectural services

Church Insurance
Michael B. Russell, MA, MBA
Member, Cross Church, Springdale
Mike Russell & Associates
P.O. Box 709, Bentonville, AR 72712
877-715-5336, 479-657-6369 fax
www.protectmychurch.org   
AR Ins. Lic. #185726
Non-profit - Church - Commercial -  
Employee Benefits

James Greene & Associates
800-422-3384
www.jamesgreeneins.com
James Greene & Associates represents 
Brotherhood Mutual Insurance, a national leader 
insuring churches in alliance with GuideStone. 
Call today or go online for property, liability, 
auto and worker’s comp quotes!

CHURCH SERVICES DIRECTORY

To advertise in the Church Services Directory, 
contact the ABN at 501-376-4791, ext. 5161, 

or email ads@arkansasbaptist.org
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‘Encourage to Engage’ in Russellville

Craig Collier, outgoing second vice president of the Arkansas Baptist State Convention (ABSC), and pastor of Mount Pisgah Baptist 
Church in Jacksonville, preaches the annual sermon Nov. 8 during the closing session of the ABSC Annual Meeting at First Baptist 
Church, Russellville. View more than 100 more photos at arkansasbaptist.org/photo-gallery.

Arkansas Baptists pray during one of the focused times of prayer held during the 
164th annual meeting of the Arkansas Baptist State Convention.

The Master’Singers perform a “concert of praise”  Tuesday evening, Nov. 7, during the 
the annual meeting of the Arkansas Baptist State Convention. 

New Arkansas Baptist State Convention (ABSC) president Greg Sykes, pastor of First 
Baptist Church, Russellville, speaks during the ABSC Annual Meeting, which was 
held in the church’s new sanctuary complex.

J.D. “Sonny”  Tucker, (center), executive director of the Arkansas Baptist State Convention (ABSC), prays during a Church Planter 
Commissioning Service held Tuesday evening, Nov. 7, during the ABSC Annual Meeting. 

Arkansas Baptist State Convention agency leaders share thoughts about what they 
are excited about regarding their particular agency or institution, as well as practical 
ways Arkansas Baptists can support them in their efforts, during a panel discussion. 

John Meador, pastor of First Baptist 
Church, Euless, Texas, speaks during the 
ABSC Pastors’ Conference Nov. 6.
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As a favor for a friend, I picked up 
his grandson after the grandson’s re-
lease from prison. His grandson told 
me about the prison and his activities 
during his incarceration. He did not 
say anything about bad choices or any 
lessons he learned. He only hoped that 
if he was incarcerated again, he could 
go to this other prison because it had 
state-of-the-art video equipment and a 
great gym. He was my captive audience 
for the next three hours as I began to 
unload all my ser-
mons, devotion-
als and advice on 
choices and conse-
quences.   

The word “if” is 
a very important word because it has 
the power to set futures.  It is used 32 
times in Leviticus 26. “If” appears in 
what we call in theology “If ... then” 
phrases.  These phrases can be under-
stood as “choices and consequences.” 
Israel’s choices would bring certain con-
sequences.

The first if/then phrase teaches that 
obedience to God would bring certain 
blessings (Lev. 26:3-13). If Israel would 
be obedient to God’s statutes and com-
mands, they would have rain, fruitful 

harvests, peace, safety from wild ani-
mals and enemies, increase in popula-
tion and His presence among them.

The second if/then phrase speaks 
to the choice of disobedience and its 
consequences (Lev. 26:14-39). God 
tells Israel their unfaithfulness would 
bring disease, enemy invasion, failed 
harvests, attacks from wild animals, 
enemy attacks, cities besieged by for-
eign enemies, cities destroyed and 
exile. Each consequence would be 

complete, but the 
next one would be 
more severe than 
the previous one.   

The last if/then 
phrase contains 

the promise that if Israel would con-
fess their sin, God would remember 
the covenant He made with His people 
(Lev. 26:40-46). God promised forgive-
ness if the people would confess and 
repent of their sin.

There are always consequences for 
our choices. God offers a future with 
peace and His presence for those who 
obey Him. When we disobey Him, we 
should expect discipline. God offers 
forgiveness for all those who come to 
Him with confession and repentance.

seeking. Jesus was forcing them to 
assess their own purposes and goals. 
There were many different Messianic 
expectations at this time.

They asked Jesus where He was stay-
ing (John 1:38). Jesus invited them to 
spend the day with Him. We can as-
sume Jesus answered their questions 
and shared with them about His mis-
sion of redemption. They were so af-
fected they brought their brothers to 
Jesus.

We particularly 
note Andrew. 
Each time we see 
Andrew in the 
Gospel of John, 
he was bring-

ing someone to Jesus. He brought 
his brother Simon, the lad with the 
loaves and fish, and the Greeks who 
wanted to see Jesus (John 1:41; 6:8-9; 
12:20-22). Being an active witness for 
Christ is not a leading or a calling for 
the believer; it is a command (Mark 
16:15). Many believers have lost the 
burden for the lost. We may have for-
gotten that heaven and hell are real. 
All people will live forever somewhere.  
We need to be actively bringing people 
to Jesus.

B.H. Carroll, founder and president 
of Southwestern Baptist Theological 
Seminary (SWBTS), sought to estab-
lish a chair of evangelism. He needed 
someone who was passionate about 
soul-winning and would be faithful to 
the Word of God. Carroll chose L. R. 
Scarborough who was installed in 1908. 
He had such a passion for soul-winning 
that the chair of evangelism earned the 
name “chair of fire.”  While Carroll 
was dying, he hand-
picked Scarbor-
ough, to succeed 
him as SWBTS’ 
president in 1913. 
Carroll advised 
Scarborough, “Keep it missionary and 
true to the truth.” He did that, and the 
legacy of being a missional seminary 
that adheres to the truth of God’s Word 
continues to this day.

The Church at Antioch was mission-
al with a global mindset. It took Isaiah 
49:6 seriously, “I will also make you a 
light for the nations, to be My salvation 
to the ends of the earth.” They sent mis-
sionaries out with the gospel message.

Central to all the missionary efforts 
of the Christians in Antioch and Paul’s 

missionary team was the gospel mes-
sage.  Central to the gospel message was 
the death and resurrection of Christ. In 
Acts 13:26-29, Paul preached that Jesus 
was the Messiah promised in the Old 
Testament. He was rejected by the Jews 
and crucified. He explained this was 
the fulfillment of the Messianic proph-
ecies. Next, Paul elaborated on the res-
urrection (Acts 13:30-37). He explained 
how God raised Jesus from the grave, 

never to die again. 
The risen Lord ap-
peared to many 
of His followers 
who became wit-
nesses to others of 

His resurrection. Paul also proclaimed 
the forgiveness of sin (Acts 13:38-39). 
He told them the law could not jus-
tify them but only by believing in Jesus 
could one be forgiven and justified.

The death and resurrection of  
Christ must be central in the gospel 
message we proclaim. Christ paid the 
penalty for our sin by His death. He 
was resurrected and promises eternal 
life for all those who come to Him 
in faith. Jesus is the only means of  
salvation.

On the Gulf Coast, I stood with 
a young man who was using a net to 
catch fish on a pier. He would stare 
intently at the water. After a while, he 
would gracefully throw the net over the 
water and retrieve it by its drawstring. 
Each time he would have a number of 
mullet. Fishing with a net on the Gulf 
Coast has a long tradition, but it is a 
very ancient human activity.

The disciples 
Jesus called were 
fishermen like the 
young man on the 
pier. While they 
were casting their 
nets, Jesus called 
them to follow 
Him. He told them, “Follow Me, and 
I will make you fish for people!” (Mark 
1:17). This call to fish for people was a 
unique call to discipleship.  

In the Rabbinic schools of disciple-
ship in Jesus’ day, the disciple would 
seek out a Rabbi. Although the disci-
ple would attach himself to a respect-
ed Rabbi, his allegiance would be to 
the Law and not to the teacher. Jesus’ 
form of discipleship was fundamentally 
different in that Jesus, as the teacher, 

sought out His disciples and com-
manded their allegiance to Him.  

The Old Testament roots for “fish-
ing for people” need not be over-
looked. Jesus was not using a play on 
words or their vocation. The texts in 
the Old Testament that deal with fish-
ing for people are in the context of 
divine judgment (Jer. 16:16-18; Ezek. 
29:3-5; Amos 4:2). The call to fish for 

people is an escha-
tological task of 
gathering people 
with the judgment 
of God in mind.

The disciples’ 
response to Jesus’ 
call was immedi-

ate. Simon, Andrew, James and John 
immediately left their nets and fol-
lowed Jesus. It is clear from the greater 
context that the call to follow Jesus 
is also exclusive and unconditional 
(Matt. 10:34-37; Mark 3:33-35; Luke 
14:26).

Jesus calls us to leave the nets of our 
careers, comfort zones, friends and 
even families. His demands are great, 
but He is casting a greater net: the re-
demption of mankind.

Many believers practice “silent wit-
nessing” using Matthew 5:16 as their 
verse, “Let your light shine before men, 
so that they may see your good works 
and give glory to your Father in heav-
en.” Adopting this practice is problem-
atic. First, a “works only witnessing” 
doesn’t communicate to the lost per-
son the gospel, Christ’s death and res-
urrection, sin, confession, repentance 
or God’s forgiveness. Second, the be-
liever’s individual responsibility to the 
Great Commission 
requires an engag-
ing active witness. 
Third, this verse is 
used out of its im-
mediate context 
and the greater context of New Testa-
ment witnessing. Believers are to be 
salt and light, but it takes active engage-
ment to lead to the conversion of indi-
viduals and transformation of culture.

Andrew is an example of an ac-
tive witness. Andrew trusted Christ 
through the preaching of John the 
Baptist. As he was standing with John, 
Jesus passed by and John said, “Look! 
The Lamb of God! (John 1:36). An-
drew, with another disciple, followed 
Jesus, and He asked what they were 

Andrew: Active witness
JOHN 1:35-42; 12:20-26 (HCSB)
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DECEMBER 3, 2017

Set futures
LEVITICUS 26:3-16, 40-45 (HCSB)

EXPLORE THE BIBLE

Jesus calls
MARK 1:14-20 (HCSB)

BIBLE STUDIES FOR LIFE

The gospel message 
ACTS 13:26-39 (HCSB)

EXPLORE THE BIBLE
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Gerald Nash

Gerald Nash is a registered respiratory therapist at Saint Mary’s Regional Medical Center in Russellville. He is 
a member of Second Baptist Church, Conway, where he serves as a Bible teacher, small group leader and 
member of the men’s ministry. He also serves as a clergy-chaplain at Baptist Memorial Hospital in Conway. He 
has attended several universities and seminaries, including Williams Baptist College and Southwestern Baptist 
Theological Seminary. He has earned a bachelor’s degree in Christian ministries, master’s degrees in pastoral 
studies and theological studies and a doctorate in pastoral studies. He volunteers on the Cairo Geniza Princ-
eton project analyzing and sorting undeciphered Hebrew, Greek and Arabic manuscript fragments (10th-13th 
centuries) of the Jewish diaspora in Egypt. His goal is to be an adjunct professor and return to the university to 
work on a master’s degree in archaeology with an emphasis in paleography.
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