
Telling the story of Arkansas Baptists since 1901Volume 112, Number 18 September 5, 2013

Many churches fail to be
compliant with DOT rules

Bus/van
regulations

page 2

Sold Out
Conference

page 3

Students grow deeper with Christ
at Fair Park Baptist, Russellville

September 5, 2013

Students explore ministry call through KALEO
Jessica Vanderpool
Arkansas Baptist News

MEANINGFUL. Amazing. In-
valuable. 

These are just some of the 
words students used to describe 
their summers as part of Student 
Summer Missions/Kaleo Arkan-
sas Summer Ministry Associates 
(SSM/KASMA).

Twenty-four young people, 
ranging in age from 17 to 24, spent 
their summer serving in Arkansas 
Baptist churches and associations 
through SSM/KASMA, which was 
established with the goal of help-
ing students explore their calls to 
ministry leadership.

“Kicking off with an orienta- See KALEO page 2

taking the next step to prepare for 
those calls.

“If it is even possible to just say 
one thing I took away from this 
summer, I would have to say that 
my call to ministry was definitely 
defined and molded throughout 
this summer,” said Kristin Rhodes, 
an Arkansas Tech University stu-
dent who served at First Baptist 
Church, England, as children’s 
minister, working with children 
ranging from preschool through 
sixth grade. 

“This was my second year to 
serve this church, and I knew 
that, when I served last summer, 
I was called to ministry, but who 

Mission team sees God at work in Alaska

See ALASKA page 3

The ABSC Annual Meeting will be held at Cross Church Pinnacle Hills in Rogers Oct. 29-30

tion and tour of the ABSC (Arkan-
sas Baptist State Convention), stu-
dents ages 17-24 serve for 10 weeks, 
with church 
leaders commit-
ted and trained 
to serve as men-
tor s/coaches , 
in positions of 
leadership de-
velopment and 
ministry explora-
tion,” said Susie 
T h o m p s o n , 
Kaleo Arkansas consultant with the 
ABSC.

“God continues to amaze us at 
how He places the right students 
with the right leaders in the right 
churches – eternally impacting the 

lives of all involved and most of all 
His kingdom,” she said.

SSM/KASMA, which is sup-
ported by the 
Dixie Jackson 
Arkansas Mis-
sions Offering, 
began in 2011 
as a partnership 
between Stu-
dent Summer 
Missions and 
Kaleo Arkan-
sas. Since then, 

47 different students have served 
in 30 different churches or associa-
tions. Fourteen of those students 
continue to serve in church ministry 
staff positions, and 21 have had their 
calls to ministry confirmed and are 

Dixie Jackson Arkansas 
Missions Offering 2013

Arkansas Baptist missions benefit 
through the Dixie Jackson Arkansas 

Missions Offering. See story on Page 7.

ABSC Annual Meeting
at Cross Church, Rogers

Set for Oct. 29-30

See MEETING page 6

Jessica Vanderpool
Arkansas Baptist News

STEPHENS – When mission team 
members from First Baptist Church, 
Stephens, prayed they would be able 
to connect with adults during their 
vacation Bible school (VBS) trip to 
Alaska, they had no way of knowing 
God would work through a flood to 
answer their prayers.

This was the second year for mem-
bers of First Baptist to hold VBS in 

Kobuk, Alaska, a bush village of 
150 people located 30 miles north 
of the Arctic Circle, where houses 
are built on stilts and the church is 
a one-room log cabin. And though 
the team’s desire and prayer was to 
connect with adults this year – they 
weren’t sure how to do it.

They soon discovered God works 
in all types of circumstances. 

The team scheduled their trip 
around the annual breakup of ice 
on the Kobuk River, which Stephen 

Suffron, pastor of First Baptist, said 
usually happens in early May. He 
explained that the river thaws and 
large sheets of ice begin to flow 
down the river, jamming together 
and flipping on their sides, an event 
that often causes flooding. 

However, the breakup came late 
this year and coincided with the 
team’s arrival in late May. In addi-
tion, due to scheduling conflicts, 

ROGERS – The 160th annual meet-
ing of the Arkansas Baptist State 
Convention (ABSC) is set for Oct. 
29-30 at Cross Church 
Pinnacle Hills, 2448 
Pinnacle Hills Parkway, 
Rogers.

“Together” is the 
theme of the annual 
meeting. As in past 
years, ABSC ministry 
teams will present inter-
pretations of the 2013 
theme during the meeting.

Business of the convention will 
be conducted, including votes on 
resolutions, receiving entity reports, 
election of convention officers and a 
vote on the 2014 ABSC Cooperative 
Program (CP) budget of $22 million.

Additionally, the ABSC Nomi-

nating Committee will bring recom-
mendations of people to serve on 
ABSC boards, committees and agen-

cies. Miscellaneous 
business sessions are 
scheduled for 2:15 
p.m., Tuesday, Oct. 
29 and 9:05 a.m., 
Wednesday, Oct. 30.

As reported Aug. 
22 in the Arkansas Bap-
tist News, the ABSC 
Executive Board unan-

imously approved a $22 million Co-
operative Program (CP) budget pro-
posal for 2014 at its Aug. 6 meeting. 

The budget reflects the second 
year of the ABSC’s 2013-17 budget 
formula approved by messengers at 
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knew that I would be called to a spe-
cific ministry – children’s ministry,” 
Rhodes said.

“This summer I learned the 
power of divine appointments and 
the importance of being sensitive 
to them,” said Baylor “Clark” Whit-
ney, a Ouachita Baptist University 
student who served at First Baptist 
Church, Searcy, as the pastoral min-
istry intern. He added that one thing 
he took away from the summer was 
that “no amount of human prepara-
tion or wisdom can match 
the moving of the Holy 
Spirit.”

“My call to ministry was 
solidified. I can now see 
myself doing nothing else,” 
Whitney said. “I learned 
that ministry is futile with-
out a constant reliance on 
the person of Jesus.”

Emily Friederich, a stu-
dent at Williams Baptist College, 
served at Barcelona Road Baptist 
Church, Hot Springs Village, in the 
area of children’s and youth minis-
try. She said one thing she took away 
from the summer was “how passion-
ate I am toward mentoring and hav-
ing youth connect with members of 
the church.”

During the summer, participants 
were paired with a mentor/coach 
who discipled them in their jour-
neys. 

Daniel Merrill, a student at the 
University of Arkansas–
Fort Smith, served at Tem-
ple Baptist Church in Fort 
Smith, primarily in the 
capacity of youth minister, 
with Pastor David Moon as 
his mentor.

“He taught me a lot of 
things – how to be more de-
tailed and organized about 
things that as a single guy 
usually isn’t my top prior-
ity. So it was most helpful for my 
future,” Merrill said. “It made me 
see a lot of things I need to work 
on not just as a future pastor, but                 

as a man as well.”
“Kaleo Arkansas is so wonderful,” 

Merrill said. “We need more older 
men to come and equip and invest 
and pour themselves out to younger 
men who aspire to shepherd a peo-
ple.”

Jantzen Lester, a student at The 
College at Southwestern, served as 
an intern at Bluff Avenue Baptist 
Church, Fort Smith, and he said his 
mentors helped him “see things I 
needed to improve on, and encour-
aged me in areas I’m doing well in.”

“It gave me confidence in the fu-
ture,” he said.

Rhodes spoke of how her men-
tor – Pastor Robby Sherman of First 

Baptist Church, England – 
assisted her.

“He knew I could do it 
before I knew I could do it. 
Because of his faith in me 
and his sure faith in Christ, 
I was able to grow in areas I 
was weak in last summer,” 
she said. “He changed the 
way I saw myself and how 
I came upon a task. I am a 

stronger person because of how he 
encouraged me when I least expect-
ed it.”

But the blessings run both ways, 
and Jay Shell, church leader at West 
Baptist Church, Batesville, can tes-
tify to the impact a student can have 
on a church. He was mentor to Mike 
Dixon, a Williams Baptist College 
student who served as an intern at 
the church.

He shared how Dixon led a 
young man to Christ early in the 
summer and began to disciple him. 

That young man, in turn, 
led someone to Christ on 
a mission trip. And when 
a youth group member re-
dedicated his life to Christ 
later in the summer, Dixon 
and the young man encour-
aged him and “set a plan to 
begin a weekly Bible study 
to disciple him.”

“This story is meaningful 
to me because I got to see 

the Great Commission carried out 
within our youth ministry. Disciples 
were born and reproduced. That is 
what it’s all about,” Shell said.

He said Dixon was the church’s 
only “staff” person during the sum-
mer and “he 
brought unity 
and restored 
relationships in 
our youth group 
at a time when 
we really needed 
it.”

“Not only 
did the sum-
mer benefit the 
p a r t i c i p a n t s 
and mentors, 
but also it im-
pacted the lives 
of those around 
them. Through-
out the sum-
mer, the gospel 
was presented 
more than 300 
times, more 
than 160 people 
made decisions 
for Christ and 
about 40 peo-
ple rededicated 
their lives to 
Christ.

“Because we 
are increasing 
our focus on the 
call to ministry 
through a network of life-on-life re-
lationships, more people now know 
Jesus, churches are being strength-
ened, leaders are being impacted and 
students have a new understanding 
of God’s call – and of who we are 

as Southern Baptists. They continue 
to be amazed at, and want to serve 

within, our co-
operative efforts 
of reaching the 
world for Jesus,” 
said Thompson.

“ S S M /
KASMA contin-
ues to grow each 
year,” said Breck 
Freeman, SSM/
KASMA mis-
sion strategist 
and ABSC mis-
sions ministries 
team member. 
“God is raising 
up students, 
churches and 
mentors to grow 
high school and 
college students 
in the calling 
that God has 
placed upon 
their life.  This 
is one of the 
many ways that 
your ABSC can 
partner with you 
and your church 
see kingdom 
impact from 
the doorsteps 

of your church to the ends of the 
earth.”

For more information on SSM/
KASMA, email Thompson at 
kaleo@absc.org or Freeman at bfree-
man@absc.org.

Church bus, van regulations often ignored in Ark.
IN LIGHT OF recent tragedies in-
volving church buses and vans, many 
churches are reconsidering the safety 
of their congregational transporta-
tion. 

While each church’s safety mea-
sures are important, many churches 
fail to consider the legal issues that 
owning and operating such vehicles 
present; and therefore, they make 
themselves susceptible to hefty fines 
and liability, according to Ronny Pat-
terson, a member of Geyer Springs, 
First Baptist Church in Little Rock 
and a former owner of a charter bus 
business and consultant to church-
es regarding legal issues related to 
church vehicles.

Transportation is important to 

the ministries of most Southern 
Baptist churches. Church buses and 
vans allow large groups of people to 
travel at once and provide a great 
resource when, for instance, a youth 
group is going to summer camp or 
a church is doing mission work in 
a neighboring state. Yet, Patterson 
said it is important to recognize and 
follow increased government regula-
tions placed on large passenger ve-
hicles, church vans and buses, which 
are categorized as Non-Business Pri-
vate Motor Carriers of Passengers.

“I have been dealing with the 
DOT FMCSA (United States De-
partment of Transportation Federal 
Motor Carrier Safety Administra-
tion) for over 14 years, and I have 

learned the regulations the hard way 
– through audits. … I am well-versed 
in the regulations,” said Patterson.

He said many churches under-
stand basic rules and regulations 
that govern large passenger vehicles 
but they lack a strong understand-
ing of what it takes to be completely 
within government guidelines.

Most churches understand that 
buses and vans that seat more than 
16 passengers require the driver to 
have a commercial driver’s license 
(CDL), but they do not realize that 
there are multiple classifications of 
CDLs, all of which do not authorize 
drivers to drive church buses and 
vans.

And finding a driver who holds 

the correct licensure to operate a 
church vehicle is simply one of many 
things churches must consider in 
order to fully comply, said Patterson.

One of the problems of bringing 
church vans and buses into com-
plete compliance with federal and 
state regulations is that finding a 
complete list of applicable regula-
tions can be difficult and confusing 
at best, he said.

Patterson emphasized it can be 
difficult for a church to make their 
vehicles comply with DOT regula-
tions, especially if they have not 
complied for a long time. While not 
an exhaustive list of the regulations, 
Patterson said www.fmcsa.dot.gov is 
a good place to start.

Mike Dixon leads worship for students as part of participation in SSM/KASMA.

Merrill

Lester

A child plants seeds during summer activities.
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Sold Out teaches ‘Marvelous Grace’
RUSSELLVILLE – Instruction for 
growing deeper in faith and accept-
ing God’s grace were highlighted at 
the Sold Out Conference for stu-
dents held Aug. 17 at Fair Park Bap-
tist Church, Russellville.

Paul Rideout, worship pastor at 
LifeStone Church, Russellville, had 
the original idea for Sold Out while 
serving as associational youth pastor 
for the Clear Creek Baptist Associa-
tion several years ago.

Rideout said it followed a Chris-
tian music concert in 2010 “that was 
huge” and attended by many area 
students.

“I wanted to show people the love 
of Christ through music,” he said. 
“God really showed it to me that 
way. He gave me the gift of music, 
so I play it to grow closer to Christ. 

… It threw me 
into worship of 
God,” he said.

The follow-
ing year another 
concer t was 
held, but Ride-
out wanted to 
do more for stu-
dents.

“I wanted 
to get all the 

churches from the association to-
gether for a conference around 
being sold out for Jesus Christ,” he 
explained. “That’s the premise of all 
of this. I want students, specifically, 
to give all of themselves – their lives 
– to the gospel of Jesus Christ their 
Lord.”

At Sold Out, students experi-
enced not only music, but Bible 

study, missions, prayer and breakout 
sessions on a variety of topics.

“I wanted instruction, and teach-
ing, so they would understand what 
we are talking about,” said Rideout, 
adding, “I wanted people to know 
exactly the intent and the heart that 
we want to give to the students. I 
also wanted students to be able to re-
late to other people outside of their 
normal ‘Christendom.’ 

“I wanted them to relate to others 
so they can know that church isn’t 
just the building you go to, but the 
people that are in Christ.”

In addition to Rideout, Sold Out 
leaders included Brad Morgan, Life-
Stone Church student pastor, and 
Jay Ham, equipping pastor for mis-
sions, outreach and recreation at 
First Baptist Church, Russellville. 
The Elliott Andrews Band of Cros-
sett performed.

Morgan spoke on grace in the 

morning session. The conference 
theme was Marvelous Grace.

“Grace is the basis for our Chris-
tian identity,” Morgan said, adding, 
“We have no hope except the love of 
Jesus Christ.”

Kirby Vardeman, pastor of LifeS-
tone Church, organized the event.

“Our kids are leaving the church 
as soon as they get to college, not 
because of God, but because they 
don’t get grace. They don’t get 
Jesus,” Vardeman told the Arkansas 
Baptist News.

“We have fed them a steady diet of 
moralism and turning sinners into 
heroes. We tell our kids, “Don’t lie, 
cheat or steal and God will like you. 
Be a good person and God will take 
care of you,” he said, adding, “So 
these kids need to be taught about 
grace; they need to make Jesus the 
only Hero. ... The marvelous grace 
of Jesus is why we put this together.”

Students do hand motions to the song ‘Marvelous Light’ during the Sold Out Conference.

continued from page one
ALASKA
missionaries Luke and Sarah Stew-
art were gone for training the week 
the team arrived.

Undaunted, the team set to work 
on their VBS activities. 

Following their first day of VBS, 
the ice on the river began to break 
up, and they awoke the following 
day to the backyard flooded in a few 
feet of water. 

Hoping to still do ministry, they 
loaded their VBS material into boats 
and went to the church, only to dis-
cover the children were not able to 
come. 

Meanwhile, more ice broke loose 
upriver, causing more flooding. 
That night, the team awoke to sev-
eral inches of water in the house, 
not a small occurrence considering 
the house is built on stilts. The team 
was forced to evacuate – crawling 
through the kitchen window into 
boats – due to fuel in the water. 

“We were pretty discouraged 
that morning when … we had been 
evacuated,” said Suffron. “We didn’t 
even know what we could possibly 
do to minister, and … we were kind 
of concerned about getting home.”

As the fuel began to dissipate, the 
team returned to the house to re-

group, plan and rest. And though 
the water eventually began to recede, 
there were still rumors of ice jams 
upriver. 

With no ability to contact the 
Stewarts due to phone issues, the 
team debated whether they needed 
to leave town. But after spending 
time in prayer, they decided to stay 
and do what they could.

Assuming VBS was “washed out,” 
they decided to deliver the pizzas 
they had originally planned to serve 
at VBS parent night. 

So they gathered the pizzas and 
some New Testaments, which in-
cluded helps, answers to questions 
and the plan of salvation, and 
loaded them into boats. From 4 to 
11 p.m., with village children show-
ing the way, the team delivered the 
goods to a number of homes. In ad-
dition to delivering the pizzas, they 
were able to go into the houses to 
give the villagers New Testaments, 
show them how to read them and 
how to use the helps and pray with 
them.

By the time they finished, the 
water had receded enough for cer-
tain areas of the roads to be dry, and 
by Friday, they were able to hold 
VBS and leave on schedule the fol-
lowing day.

The team realized God had 
worked through the f lood                    

to answer their prayers. 
“We prayed for God to create 

opportunity for us to make connec-
tions with adults, and there’s no way 
we would have had those conversa-
tions and been in people’s homes or 
anything like that if it wasn’t for the 
flood,” Suffron said. 

“The flood made people more 
open, more community-minded for 
one thing, and for another thing we 
… had something to bring them. We 
had a reason for them to let us come 
in, and we brought a gift and some-
thing to eat and the kids were enthu-
siastic about us bringing it over. … 
It was something that never would 
have happened if it wasn’t for the 
flood, and for us to get in and be 
able to talk to people and pray with 
them was a pretty amazing thing,” 
Suffron added.

“This was the worst flood, they 
say, in 30 years for the village of 
Kobuk,” said Sarah Stewart. 

She said she and her husband, 
Luke, do not like to be gone during 
flooding. 

Yet despite the unpredictable 
circumstances, God used the team. 
She agreed that “they were able to 
connect with adults that they would 
not have been able to connect with 
otherwise.”

Contact Jessica Vanderpool at 
jessica@arkansasbaptist.org.

Ark. Christian school
trains staff on gun use 
BRYANT – A private Christian 
school in Bryant has trained and 
armed its staff following recent 
school violence. Arkansas Chris-
tian Academy has posted signs 
around campus warning would-
be intruders against stepping on 
to school grounds. Following the 
lead of their church affiliate that 
recently installed armed security 
for its Sunday services, the school 
will have one to seven armed 
staff members on site every day, a 
Little Rock TV station reported. 
Signs on campus read: “Staff is 
armed and trained. Any attempt 
to harm children will be met with 
deadly force.” Pastor Perry Black 
said the school simply wants to 
protect its students. “I just felt 
like with what’s going on in many 
of the public sectors where there 
seems to be a lot of shootings, 
we need to take the same stance 
that we do in church on Sunday 
for our kids Monday through Fri-
day,”

Bible Society working
to make .BIBLE available 
NEW YORK – The American 
Bible Society is working to make 
a new top-level domain available 
– .BIBLE. The .BIBLE domain 
will make millions of additional 
URLs available and the messages 
of the Bible even more accessi-
ble to people in a way that best 
fits their digital lives. Working 
with the International Corpo-
ration for Assigned Names and 
Numbers (ICANN), the Ameri-
can Bible Society is aiming to 
secure the .BIBLE top-level do-
main (TLD). The addition of 
the .BIBLE TLD will accelerate 
global online Bible access and fa-
cilitate engagement in ways not 
previously possible.

‘Back to Church’ event 
set for Sept. 15 in US
COLORADO SPRINGS, 
Colo. – Congregations across 
the United States have commit-
ted to participate in National 
Back to Church Sunday Sept. 
15. According to organizers, 
National Back to Church Sun-
day is the largest community 
outreach event in the nation 
and is expected to draw the par-
ticipation of more than 20,000 
churches. Churches that partic-
ipate may register their names 
and locations at backtochurch.
com/add_your_church.

Rideout
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a man who’s family has resided in 
Jerusalem for generations as saying.  

For certain, Israel has been 
through these times before, but I 
believe there is an important differ-
ence today. If I read press accounts 
correctly, the U.S. government 
and the Obama 
administration 
aren’t as quick to 
show unwaver-
ing support for 
Israel as past lead-
ers have. This is 
troublesome.

If the U.S., 
along with its al-
lies, does take some sort of action 
against Syria for the chemical weap-
ons attack, the Syrian government 
has threatened action against Israel 
in retaliation.

Syrian Deputy Information 
Minister Halaf Al-Maftah said that 
Syria told the media that it will 
strike Israel and claimed that Iraq, 
Lebanon and Iran would join them 
if Western nations – led by the 
United States – attack. Syria also 
claimed that it has “strategic weap-

Aquestion I often ponder goes 
something like this: “How 

does the United States expect to 
lead in the international arena 
when the country is morally bank-
rupt back home?”

It is an important question as 
new strife engulfs the Middle East – 
this time in Egypt and Syria.

For example, what moral posture 
does the U.S. government have in 
denouncing what appears to be a 
chemical weapons attack on the 
Syrian people, by the Syrian govern-
ment, when it is allowing millions 
of unborn babies to be aborted 
every year?

And let’s never forget how all of 
this impacts Israel.

The New York Times reported Aug. 
29 in a story titled “Amid Chaos, 
Israelis Take a Stoic View” that the 
people of Israel are taking all the 
commotion and unrest in stride 
– at a time of year when their chil-
dren are beginning school just like 
children in the United States and 
other parts of the world.

“We survived Pharaoh, we’ll 
survive this too,” the report quoted 

Claiming ‘high moral ground’

PRESSING 
ON 

Tim Yarbrough
Phil. 3:14

ons” it could use against the Jewish 
state.

As always, Israel is prepared to 
defend itself, Prime Minister Binya-
min Netanyahu warned Aug. 27.

“The state of Israel is prepared 
for every scenario,” Netanyahu was 

quoted as saying by 
an Israeli TV sta-
tion. “We are not 
part of the civil war 
in Syria, but if we 
detect any attempt 
to hurt us, we will 
react, and react 
fiercely.”

This, of course, 
puts the U.S. and its president in a 
very difficult situation in attempt-
ing to lead the country to some sort 
of “high moral ground” following 
the apparent chemical weapons at-
tack in Syria.

Pastor Appreciation Month
October is Pastor Appreciation 

Month. I hope your church is plan-
ning something very special for 
your pastor!

While pastors and other minis-
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ters in the church may answer to a 
higher calling, their job isn’t with-
out a great deal of stress. In fact, 
a few years ago one publication 
ranked being a minister as one of 
the most stressful jobs in America.

It is really hard for a layperson 
who has never served as a pastor 
or in another ministerial role to 
understand the type of stress a min-
ister faces. One day a minister may 
be on a spiritual high following the 
salvation of several people in the 
church, and the next he may be 
conducting a funeral of a member 
who died in horrific accident.

And there’s a lot of responsibility 
in maintaining authority on moral 
and spiritual matters – in the midst 
of leading the church to be relevant 
to its community, visiting the 
sick and homebound, counseling 
couples facing marriage problems 
and perhaps helping a person fac-
ing a potentially life-threatening 
substance abuse issue. 

So, whatever you plan, make it 
special! It could be a surprise rec-

Is getting a tattoo a good thing to do?
I appreciated the “Baptists Ask” 

column on tattoos in Aug. 22 
edition of Arkansas Baptist News.

I taught a men’s Sunday school 
class at First Baptist Church, 
Brinkley, for 38 years, and tattoos 
came up several times – more in 
the last few years as some of the 
younger men had gotten them 
and had questions about them.

With that in mind, I’ll attempt 
to answer some questions regard-
ing tattoos, which Ken Gore’s 
column did not.

One question asked was, “Is it 
okay to get tattoos if they are of a 
Christian nature?” 

After doing some research, 
here’s how I answered the ques-
tion regarding Christian tattoos: 
“Obviously, a tattoo of a cross is 
‘better’ than a tattoo of a flaming 
skull, naked woman or demon. 
Having a tattoo saying, ‘Jesus 
Saves,’ could indeed be a conver-
sation-starter with people who 
would never approach a preacher 

VIEWPOINT
Lew E. Sorrells

 Woodland Heights Baptist 
Conway

wearing a suit and tie.”
Some Bible scholars refer to Rev-

elation 19:16 as an example of Jesus 
possibly having a tattoo on His 
thigh – “KING OF KINGS AND 
LORD OF LORDS.” Of course, 
the text does not say it is a tattoo. 
It could be written 
by a magic marker 
for all we know, or 
it could be meta-
phoric/symbolic 
and not literal. 
Whatever the case, 
it does not say 
Jesus has a tattoo! 
Even if it did, it 
would not be blanket permission 
for Christians to get tattoos.

But the question should not be, 
“Is getting a tattoo a sin?” The ques-
tion should be, “Is getting a tattoo 
a good and necessary thing to do?” 
The old saying, “If you have to ask 
yourself the question, is it right or 
wrong” applies here – it’s probably 
wrong. 

To paraphrase Paul in 1 Corin-
thians 10:23, “Everything is permis-
sible – but not everything is benefi-
cial. Everything is permissible – but 
not everything is constructive.” 
Christian tattoos may be “permis-
sible,” but are they beneficial and 

constructive?
In 1 Corin-

thians 9:22-23, 
Paul exclaims, 
“I have become 
all things to all 
people so that 
by all possible 
means I might 
save some. I do 

all this for the sake of the gospel.” 
Becoming all things to save some is 
perhaps the only good possible rea-
son for getting a Christian tattoo. 
If having a tattoo genuinely opens 
doors for evangelism that would 
otherwise be closed, getting Chris-
tian tattoos would likely “qualify” 
under Paul’s “becoming all things” 
qualification.

However, at the same time, it 
is frankly difficult to envision a 
scenario in which having a tattoo 
would enable a greater possibility 
of evangelism. If a person will not 
listen to you due to a lack of a tat-
too, it is highly unlikely that such 
a person would genuinely listen 
due to the presence of a tattoo.

With all the above said, the 
biblically based conclusion would 
seem to be that Christian tattoos 
are permissible, but it is highly 
questionable whether they can 
be considered beneficial and con-
structive. A Christian considering 
getting a tattoo should pray for 
wisdom (James 1:5) and ask the 
Lord to provide pure motives 
and discernment and certainly 
ask, “Am I getting a tattoo to be a 
Christian witness to people who 
have tattoos, or am I doing this 
for me”?

Lew E. Sorrells is a member of 
Woodland Heights Baptist Church, 
Conway.

See PRESSING ON page 5
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One of my favorite events of the year is the Arkan-
sas Baptist State Convention Annual Meeting. 

This “family gathering” of Arkansas Baptists accom-
plishes several purposes.

First, we celebrate what Arkansas Baptist churches 
have accomplished working togeth-
er. We never accomplish as much 
as we should or could; but God still 
blesses our work in an unbelievably 
amazing way. We have an opportu-
nity to hear and rejoice at the won-
derful works of God. 

Secondly, this is a time of chal-
lenge for us as a family of churches. 
Through the sermons, testimonies, reports and wor-
ship, we collectively hear challenges that assist in unit-
ing us in a common course. 

Thirdly, we share a deep, heartfelt connection that 
the Bible calls “fellowship.” From the hallways to the 
parking lot to “The Gathering Place” located in the 
booth area, there will be tons of handshakes, hugs, 
smiles and even fears shared. 

Fourthly, we will conduct business. This business 
enables us to achieve our purposes and reasons for exis-
tence. 

Occasionally, I hear a comment stating that these 
meetings are “boring.” This meeting may lack the trap-

pings of a Hollywood movie produc-
tion; but for the children of God, this 
should not be our standard. A meet-
ing focused on impacting lostness and 
impacting eternity should be enough 
to move us as believers at the core of 
our being. 

Many thanks to convention Presi-
dent Greg Addison for being a great 

leader, a great friend to Arkansas Baptists and for doing 
a stellar job in assisting in the planning of this meeting. 
Additional thanks also should go to the staff at Cross 
Church Pinnacle Hills for hosting this year’s meeting. 

Every Arkansas Baptist is valuable to God and valu-
able to me. I really hope to see you there.

J.D. “Sonny” Tucker is executive director of the Arkansas 
Baptist State Convention.

Family Matters
Neighbor LIGHT 

S  ummer is fading into the 
sunset as the length of day-

light hours is decreasing since 
the summer solstice. With the 
light of day fading, it reminds 
me to let my light shine brightly 
in the dark. Isaiah prophesied 
that the Israelites 
were to be a light 
to the nations 
(Isaiah 42:6; 49:6). 
Jesus claimed in 
John 8:12, “I am 
the light of the 
world.” In Mat-
thew 5:14, Jesus 
said his disciples were “the light 
of the world.”

 Biblical references to light 
have often led people to em-
phasize the Church as a light-
house to the community. The 
role of the Church is not to be 
a nice facility shining brightly 
in a community.  The role of 
the Church is to equip families 
to be lighthouses in their com-
munities so there are multiple 
homes lighting up the commu-
nity, shining the gospel for the 
world to see.

God desires Christian fami-
lies to be a light and shine out-
wardly. One of the dangers of 
emphasizing family ministry 
is a focus that is too inward. A 
balanced approach is best, such 
as focusing on growing families 
in the faith that actively share 
their faith in their neighbor-
hoods and around the world

We have lived in our neigh-
borhood for seven years now 
and have wrestled with how we 
can be a “LIGHT” to those liv-
ing around us. Here are some 
of the ways you can let your 
LIGHT shine:

Lift neighbors up in prayer. 
Meet and greet neighbors and 
regularly pray for them. Prayer 
walking as a family is a good 
practice. Invite neighbors to 
your home. Practicing the gift 
of hospitality is a great way to 
connect with your neighbor. 
Game it up with children. 
Spend time outside playing 
with children. Playing with chil-
dren will offer opportunities to 
build relationships with them 
and their parents. Help neigh-
bors in need. Look for oppor-
tunities to serve your neighbors 
and your neighborhood. Tell 
neighbors about Jesus. Don’t 
forget to share your salvation 
testimony or a gospel presenta-
tion. Ask your neighbors about 
their relationships with Jesus.

 As fall draws near, I pray 
God will use your family to 
LIGHT your neighborhood 
with the Light of the world.

Ben Phillips leads the Arkansas 
Baptist State Convention family 
ministry team.

Phillips

It’s annual meeting time

ExEcutivE

DirEctor 

Sonny Tucker

One of life’s enigmas is the fact that the more peo-
ple have, the less they will give away, proportion-

ate to their wealth. I tend to think that generosity is in 
a direct relationship with prosperity, but in actuality, it 
is an inverse relationship.

  According to the Chronicle of Philanthropy, people 
who make $50,000 to $75,000 give an average of 7.6 
percent of their discretionary income to charity, com-
pared with an average of 4.2 percent 
for people who make $100,000 or 
more. 

What is more revealing is that rich 
people who live in wealthy neighbor-
hoods (by ZIP code) give a smaller 
share of their incomes to charity than 
rich people who live in more economi-
cally diverse communities. When peo-
ple making $200,000 or more account 
for 40 percent or more of a ZIP code, those wealthy 
families give 2.8 percent to charities, compared with 4.2 
percent on average for all itemizers who earn $200,000 
or more.

 Adrian Rogers, longtime pastor of Bellevue Baptist 
Church in Memphis, Tenn., once said, “The Church in 
America is not strong because the Church in America 
is not persecuted.” I am now wondering if our church 
people do not give as they should because they are not 

poor. The poorer people are, the more they tend to 
give proportionately. I know this is counterintuitive, or 
in my former south Alabama slang, “It don’t make no 
sense.” Yet the more people earn, the more they spend 
on themselves.

 It reminds me of something Jesus said, “Truly I say 
to you, it is hard for a rich man to enter the kingdom of 
heaven. Again I say to you, it is easier for a camel to go 

through the eye of a needle, than for 
a rich man to enter the kingdom of 
God” (Matt. 19:23-24, NASB). Com-
pared to His first-century audience, all 
of us are rich. His words should be a 
sober reminder.

Wise is the person who recognizes 
that wealth can be a serious stumbling 
block in one’s spiritual development. 

The more we have, the more con-
fident we may become in ourselves. We also tend to 
spend more and more on ourselves and less on meeting 
the needs of others. It is a strange phenomenon but ob-
viously one Jesus predicted.

 So perhaps we should be praying, “Lord, would you 
make us less prosperous so that we can become more 
generous?” 

David Moore is president of the Arkansas Baptist  
Foundation.

‘God, make us less prosperous’

Financial 
 timEs 

David Moore

Cartoon by Gary Thomas   

continued from page 4
pressInG on 
ognition during a church service, 
a special reception after church for 
the pastor and his family, a mon-
etary gift or other gift. Be creative!

For the past two years, the Arkan-
sas Baptist News has offered special 
ad rates for churches that want to 
place a special recognition in the 
newspaper that will be seen by 
thousands of fellow Baptists across 
the state. For additional informa-
tion and an example ad, visit www.
arkansasbaptist.org/pastor-appreci-
ation.

The North American Mission 
Board (NAMB) offers special Pastor 
Appreciation Month resources at  
www.namb.net/honoring_pastors. 
Downloadable materials are avail-
able on the website, as are 50 prac-
tical ways lay leaders can “bless” 
their pastors and their families.
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continued from page one
MEETING

the 2011 annual meeting.  
The formula increases the per-

centage of funds (total receipts) 
forwarded to the Southern Baptist 
Convention (SBC), with budget sur-
pluses being divided with the SBC. 
The percentage increase for SBC 
causes is two-tenths of 1 percent 
each year during the five-year budget 
formula period. Additionally, the 
formula directs the convention to 
conduct a statewide emphasis every 
five years, encouraging churches to 
increase their Cooperative Program 
percentage.

Greg Addison, pastor of First 
Baptist Church, Cabot, will preside 
over the meeting in his second year 
as convention president.

Wes George, senior pastor of 
First Baptist Church, Rogers, has 
announced he will nominate Archie 
Mason, senior pastor of Central 
Baptist Church, Jonesboro, as the 
next ABSC president. As of press 
time, no other candidates had been 
announced for convention presi-
dent or for other offices.

George told the Arkansas Baptist 
News he is nominating Mason “be-
cause of his leadership gifts and his 
love for Arkansas Baptist churches.”  

“While Central has soared to her 
greatest heights in attendance and 
baptisms under Archie’s leadership, 
that’s not the primary reason for my 

nominating Archie. God has not 
only gifted Archie with vision and 
leadership gifts, but Archie has a 
great love for Arkansas churches,” 
said George. “He is a native Arkan-
san, saved and baptized in an Arkan-
sas Baptist church. He has served 
faithfully as a deacon, intern, associ-
ate pastor and now pastors one of 
the leading churches in our conven-
tion.”

George added that Mason has “a 
heart and vision for local and global 
mission and ministry,” and he “rep-
resents what is good about Arkansas 
Baptists and will lead our state con-
vention well.”

Speakers during the meeting 
will be Addison; Wes Hamilton, 
lead pastor of Hulen Street Baptist 
Church, Fort Worth, Texas; Brent 
Williams, founding pastor of True 
North Church in Anchorage, Alas-
ka; J.D. “Sonny” Tucker, ABSC ex-
ecutive director; Kenny Luck, pastor 
of men at Saddleback Church and 
founder of Every Man Ministries, in 
Lake Forest, Calif., and Larry Page, 
executive director of the Arkansas 
Faith & Ethics Council.

Prior to the annual meeting, a 
number of meetings will take place. 
On Sunday, Oct. 27, a Hispanic 
worship service will be held. On 
Monday, Oct. 28, the 2013 Pastors’ 
Conference, Ministers’ Wives Net-
work conference, Hispanic Celebra-
tion service, Credentials Committee 
meeting, International Parents Fel-
lowship, Associational Missionaries 
Fellowship and Innovative Church 

Planters meeting will be held.
Additionally, a chaplains break-

fast will be held at 7 a.m., Tuesday, 
Oct. 29 in the church’s Club House 
prior to the first session of the an-
nual meeting.

For a complete listing of related 
meetings and other annual meeting 
information, including lodging op-
tions, see Pages 9-11.

Pastors’ Conference Oct. 28
Sacred Investment is the theme of 

the 2013 Arkansas Pastors’ Confer-
ence set for 10 a.m., Monday, Oct. 
28 at Cross Church.

Danny Smith, pastor of 
CrossPoint Baptist Church, Green-
brier, is serving as president of the 
2013 Pastors’ Conference. Other 
members of the leadership team are 
David Fox, pastor of First Baptist 
Church, Mayflower, vice president, 
and Chad Grigsby, directional pas-
tor of teaching and shepherding at 
the Compass Church, Batesville, 
treasurer.

“This year’s event will feature 
dynamic speakers from churches 
and ministries all over the United 
States,” said Smith.

2013 Pastors’ Conference speak-
ers are Nick Floyd, pastor of Cross 
Church, Fayetteville; Josh Reavis, 
assistant pastor of pastoral minis-
tries at North Jacksonville Baptist 
Church, Jacksonville, Fla.; Larry 
White, associational missionary for 
Faulkner Baptist Association, Con-
way; Kenny Luck, pastor of men at 
Saddleback Church and founder of 

Every Man Ministries, Lake Forest, 
Calif., and Mark Dever, pastor of 
Capital Hills Baptist Church, Wash-
ington, D.C.

Smith said a new addition this 
year is an afternoon panel discus-
sion featuring conference speakers.

“This panel discussion will allow 
you to hear the hearts of the men 
and how they are investing in the 
lives of others,” he said.

Smith said the Sacred Investment 
theme is based on 2 Timothy 2:1-2.

“As pastors, we spend so much 
time investing our lives into others 
for the sake of the gospel, and this 
day will be an encouragement to 
continue to ‘entrust to faithful men’ 
the glorious riches of Jesus Christ,” 
he explained, referencing 2 Timothy 
2:2. 

“Our team of leaders have been, 
and will continue to be, praying for 
this day to be an encounter with 
God that strengthens and encour-
ages the pastors of our state,” said 
Smith.

“We hope you will make plans 
now to attend, and together let’s 
continue the task of reaching more 
people for King Jesus!”

For extensive coverage of the an-
nual meeting, related events and 
stories, visit www.arkansasbaptist.
org/absc2013. Meeting alerts and 
updates will be posted during the 
meeting on the Arkansas Baptist 
News Twitter account at www.twit-
ter.com/arkbaptnews and Facebook 
page at www.facebook.com/arkbapt-
news.

2013 ABSC Annual Meeting Schedule
TUESDAY MORNING, October 29
Presiding:  Greg Addison, Convention President

8:30 a.m. Pre-Session Music ........................................FBC, Fayetteville 
8:45 a.m. Congregational Singing  ......................................Mike Paslay
8:50 a.m. Welcome ..........................................................................TBA
8:55 a.m. Testimony ............................................................Elwin Ollar
9:00 a.m. THEME INTERPRETATION .......Ministry Planning Team
9:10 a.m. Call to Order ...................................................Greg Addison
9:15 a.m. Appt. of Committees and Announcements ...Greg Addison
   Credentials Committee .............................Chris Sims
   Resolutions Committee ...........................Larry Page 
                Tellers Committee .......................................Tim Noel 
   Order of Business Committee .............Greg Addison 
9:20 a.m. Congregational Singing  ......................................Mike Paslay
9:25 a.m. New Arkansans ....................................J. D. “Sonny” Tucker
9:35 a.m. State Missions Report ...................Missions Ministries Team
9:55 a.m. Worship in Song ..........................................FBC, Fayetteville 
10:05 a.m. MESSAGE .....................................................Brent Williams
10:35 a.m. Ouachita Baptist University Report .....................Rex Horne
10:50 a.m. Arkansas Baptist Foundation Report ...............David Moore
11:05 a.m. EXECUTIVE BOARD REPORT .........Gary Hollingsworth
11:15 a.m. Worship in Song ..........................................FBC, Fayetteville
11:20 a.m. PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE .............................Greg Addison
11:50 a.m. Benediction .....................................................James Guthrie

TUESDAY AFTERNOON, October 29
Presiding: Ken Jerome, First Vice President

1:30 p.m. Pre-Session Music ....Master’Singers Instrumental Ensemble
1:45 p.m. Congregational Singing ....................................David Tatum
1:50 p.m. Testimony .............................................................Steven Bell
1:55 p.m. THEME INTERPRETATION..Leadership & Worship Team
2:05 p.m. Worship in Song ..........................................FBC, Van Buren
2:15 p.m. Miscellaneous Business ...................................Greg Addison
2:25 p.m. Convention Nominating Committee Report ....Eric Moffett
2:30 p.m. Recognitions ....................................................Greg Addison
2:35 p.m. Recognition of 20 year partnership between Southwestern  
  Baptist Theological Seminary and ABSC ..........Deron Biles
2:40 p.m. Panel Discussion ......................Moderated by Greg Addison
3:05 p.m. Arkansas Faith & Ethics Council Report ...............Larry Page
3:20 p.m. Worship in Song/Congregational Singing .......David Tatum

3:30 p.m. MESSAGE ......................................................Wes Hamilton
4:00 p.m. Benediction ...........................................................Gary Ralls

TUESDAY EVENING, October 29
Presiding:  Matt Pryor, Second Vice President

6:00 p.m. Concert of Praise ............................................Master’Singers
6:40 p.m. Congregational Singing ..................................Larry Grayson
6:45 p.m. Testimony ..................................Josh Adair and Jackie Gibbs
6:50 p.m. THEME INTERPRETATION ...........Family Ministry Team
7:00 p.m. Cooperative Program Report ...............................Rusty Hart
7:20 p.m. Williams Baptist College Choir ...........................Bob Magee
7:35 p.m. Williams Baptist College Report ..........................Tom Jones
7:50 p.m. Congregational Singing ..................................Larry Grayson
7:55 p.m. MESSAGE ............................................J. D. “Sonny” Tucker
8:25 p.m. Benediction ........................................................Phillip Smith

WEDNESDAY MORNING, October 30
Presiding:  Greg Addison, Convention President

8:30 a.m. Pre-Session Music .........Cross Church Pinnacle Hills, Rogers
8:45 a.m. Congregational Singing .....................................Julio Arriola
8:50 a.m. Testimony ................................................Michael Carpenter
8:55 a.m. THEME INTERPRETATION .....Collegiate Ministry Team
9:05 a.m. Miscellaneous Business ...................................Greg Addison
9:15 a.m. SBC Executive Committee Report ...............Ashley Clayton
9:20 a.m. ELECTION OF OFFICERS (President)
9:30 a.m. Arkansas Baptist Assembly Report ...................Jason Wilkie
9:45 a.m. Congregational Singing .....................................Julio Arriola
9:50 a.m. MESSAGE ..........................................................Kenny Luck 
10:20 a.m. Arkansas Baptist Children’s Homes Report ......David Perry
10:35 a.m. ELECTION OF OFFICERS (First Vice President) 
10:45 a.m. Congregational Singing .....................................Julio Arriola
10:50 a.m. Resolutions ............................................................Larry Page
11:05 a.m. Arkansas Baptist Newsmagazine Report .............Tim Yarbrough
11:20 a.m. ELECTION OF OFFICERS (Second Vice President)
11:30 a.m. Prayer for newly elected officers ...........J. D. “Sonny” Tucker
11:35 a.m. Worship in Song ...........Cross Church Pinnacle Hills, Rogers
11:40 a.m. CONVENTION SERMON .................................Larry Page
12:10 p.m. Benediction ....................................................Doug Hibbard
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Dixie Jackson impacts lostness throughout Ark.
Matt Ramsey
Arkansas Baptist State Convention

EACH YEAR in Arkansas thou-
sands of teenage girls become preg-
nant. 

A 15-year-old girl who walked into 
A Woman’s Place Pregnancy Re-
source Center in Cabot was one of 
those statistics. Before coming to the 
center, her mother had pushed her 
to have an abortion, but then they 
met the director of the care center, 
Vikki Parker, who began counsel-
ing the mother and daughter. After 
several months of counseling, the 
young girl agreed to carry the baby 
full-term.

Today the young mother has 
completed high school and college 
and is currently attending graduate 
school. She is married to the father 
of the baby that was born as a result 
of the wise advice she received at the 
pregnancy care center. The couple 
is expecting their third child and is 
actively serving in their local church.

Since the beginning of the year, 
22 women have prayed to receive 
Christ and 88 babies have been 
saved from abortion as a result of 
the workers from 20-plus pregnancy 
care centers that partner with the 
Arkansas Baptist State Convention 
(ABSC).

These suc-
cess stories 
r e p r e s e n t 
just a few 
of the many 
lives changed 
as a result of 
A r k a n s a s 
Baptists’ gifts 
to the Dixie 
Jackson Arkansas Missions Offering. 

Each year in the month of Sep-
tember, Arkansas Baptist churches 
focus on Arkansas missions by giv-
ing a portion of their tithe to the 
Dixie Jackson offering, which the 
ABSC oversees and uses to fund Ar-
kansas missions efforts. This year’s 
theme – Undaunted! – comes from 
the 2013 Dixie Jackson theme vers-
es Numbers 13:30 and 14:5-9. The 
need to be “undaunted” in reach-
ing Arkansas with the good news of 
Christ is the focus of this year’s of-
fering.

The Arkansas missions offering 
is named after Dixie Jackson, the 
leader of the Arkansas Woman’s 
Missionary Union (WMU) for 15 
years during the 1910s and 1920s. 

Jackson was diligent in train-
ing WMU leadership, speaking in 
churches on behalf of missions and 
establishing an annual season of 
prayer for state missions. In 1928, 
Arkansas WMU asked that an of-
fering be taken for state missions. 
Jackson became ill and died in 1929. 
In honor of her service, the state of-
fering was named “The Dixie Jack-
son Offering for State Missions” in 
1935. The first offering was approxi-
mately $1,000, and today the goal 
has grown to $1.45 million.

“This year I hope people have 

an awareness of what Dixie Jack-
son does. So many times we are not 
aware of what goes on,” said Robby 
Tingle, ABSC team leader for the 
missions ministries team. 

The Dixie Jackson offering funds 
many ministries in Arkansas. One 
of the ministries the offering funds 
is new church plants – church plants 
like New Day Fellowship in Eureka 
Springs, which has seen their church 
grow from a dozen people to nearly 
100 people in attendance one recent 
Sunday morning. 

“All the church planting that goes 
on in the state, Dixie Jackson plays 
a significant role in funding the 
church plants,” said Tingle. 

So far this year, 17 new churches 
have been planted thanks to Arkan-
sas Baptists giving to the Dixie Jack-
son offering.

Another one of the areas that 
has seen growth this past year is the 
multihousing ministry. Breck Free-
man, church and community minis-
try strategist for the ABSC missions 
ministries team, said multihousing 
is defined as people who live in 
apartments, trailer parks and retire-
ment centers.

Nearly 150 church leaders from 
around the state attended a recent 
multihousing conference hosted by 

the ABSC to 
find out how 
their church-
es can reach 
people who 
live in these 
types of hous-
ing units. 

“Statistics 
show us that 
57 percent of 

Americans live in multihousing, and 
95 percent of these people living in 
multihousing are without Christ. 
Everything we do to help churches 
reach multihousing is funded by 
Dixie Jackson,” said Freeman. 

Some of the other ministry areas 
that the Dixie Jackson offering sup-
ports include disaster relief, chap-
laincy, addiction recovery, inclusion 
ministry and community ministries. 

“It is our hope that churches will 
realize that Dixie Jackson will play a 
key role in helping us as a coopera-
tive convention of churches impact 
lostness in our state,” Tingle said.

He encourages Arkansas Baptists 
to work together in order to make 
the greatest impact on Arkansas mis-
sions. 

“Whether it’s a dollar or a thou-
sand dollars, we all collectively get 
to be a part of missions in our state 
when we give to Dixie Jackson,” Tin-
gle said. “We do more together than 
we can do on our own.” 

The suggested dates for churches 
to participate in the Dixie Jackson 
Arkansas Missions Offering this year 
are Sept. 15-22. For more informa-
tion, visit www.absc.org/dixiejack-
son.

Matt Ramsey is director of commu-
nications for the Arkansas Baptist State 
Convention.

What your offering provides:
• $1 provides two 

Invitation Bibles for 
an Acts 1:8 One Day 
Mission Trip

• $5  provides two Frisbees to be used at block parties

• $10 provides a scholarship for one person to attend an 
Autism or ADHD conference

• $15 helps purchase a book for a Hispanic Bible Institute 
teacher

• $100 provides video curriculum for a prison chaplain to 
use in class

• $200 helps a church host a block party in its 
community

• $300 helps a Hispanic church host an event as part of 
the evangelistic strategy “Operation Andrew”

• $1,500 provides a portable dental chair for use in 
dental clinics

• $10,000 provides a 30-gallon tilt skillet for a disaster 
relief feeding unit

* Compiled from information provided by the Arkansas Baptist State Convention (ABSC)
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ABSC Executive Board offers budget,
ministry recommendations for 2014
RECOMMENDATION NO. 1:  2014 BUDGET
I. ARKANSAS
1. Ministry Planning Team and Convention ...............................$438,392
2. Business Affairs Team ..............................................................$804,990
  Business Affairs – Building Operations ......................$274,372
  Business Affairs – Camp Paron ....................................$83,425
  Business Affairs – Printing and Mail Services ..............$25,977
4. Collegiate Ministry Team .........................................................$912,307
  Collegiate Ministry Team – Properties .......................$119,868
5. Evangelism and Church Growth Team ................................... $830,598
6. Executive Support Team ..........................................................$480,295
7. Family Ministry Team ...............................................................$138,761
8. Leadership & Worship Team ...................................................$496,328
9. Missions Ministries Team .........................................................$527,356
10. Missions Support Team ............................................................$420,985
11. Non-Team Budgets
  Protection Plan for Church Staff ................................$191,938
  Non-Team Programs and Other Causes .....................$932,436
  Pastoral Scholarships ...................................................$170,573
Total Executive Board and Convention Programs .............................$6,848,60

12. Arkansas Baptist Assembly .......................................................$252,634

13. Ark. Baptist Children’s Homes/Family Ministries ..................$581,659
14. Arkansas Baptist Foundation ...................................................$340,510
15. Arkansas Baptist Newsmagazine ..................................................$290,736
16. Ouachita Baptist University ..................................................$3,159,992
17. Williams Baptist College  ..........................................................$951,748
Total State Causes ............................................................................$12,425,880

II. SOUTHERN BAPTIST CONVENTION
18. International Mission Board .................................................$4,719,562
19. North American Mission Board .............................................$2,151,175
20. Theological Education Ministries  .........................................$2,069,055
21. Christian Ethics and Religious Liberty Ministries ...................$155,744
22. Facilitation Ministries ..............................................................$343,584
Total Southern Baptist Causes ..........................................................$9,439,120

III. SHARED MINISTRIES OF THE CONVENTIONS ...........$135,000 
      
Total Cooperative Program Budget ................................................$22,000,000

RECOMMENDATION NO. 2:  2014 GOALS
Executive Board goals for 2014 have been planned by the teams. Ministry goals 
will be distributed during the annual meeting.

Ministers’ wives
The Ministers’ Wives Network 

conference will take place from 
9:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. Monday, 
Oct. 28 in the Club House of 
Cross Church Pinnacle Hills, Rog-
ers. The theme is A Red Carpet 
Event.

Kathy Ferguson Litton, direc-
tor of pastors’ wives at the North 
American Mission Board,  will 
serve as keynote speaker, and 
Mary Claire Maier of First Baptist 
Church, Rogers, will serve as wor-
ship leader.

To register, email minwife@
gmail.com. Free child care is avail-
able, but parents must preregister. 
For a child care preregistration 
form, visit www.absc.org.

Hispanic fellowship
The annual celebration of the 

Arkansas Hispanic Baptist Fel-
lowship will take place Monday, 
Oct. 28 at Cross Church Pinnacle 
Hills, Rogers. Registration will 
begin at 1 p.m., and the confer-
ence will take place from 1:30 to 
5 p.m. 

Fermin Whitaker, executive di-
rector of the California Southern 
Baptist Convention, will serve as 
guest speaker.

ABSC auxiliary meetings set
For more information, contact 

Francisco Gomez, Arkansas Bap-
tist State Convention missions 
ministries team member, at 800-
838-2272, ext. 5149.

Other events
The International Parents Fel-

lowship will be held at 4 p.m. on 
Oct. 28 at the Rib Crib restaurant 
in Springdale.

The Associational Missionaries 
Fellowship will be held at 5 p.m. 
on Oct. 28 at the Club House at 
Cross Church Pinnacle Hills, Rog-
ers.

Innovative Church Planters 
will be held at 5 p.m. on Oct. 28 
at Metro Church, Rogers.

The Ministers’ Wives Desert 
Fellowship will be held at 7 p.m. 
on Oct. 28 in the SURGE room 
at  Cross Church Pinnacle Hills, 
Rogers.

The Chaplains Breakfast will 
be held at 7 a.m. on Oct. 29 in the 
Club House at Cross Church Pin-
nacle Hills, Rogers.

A meal will be served by the 
diaster relief team during the an-
nual meeting’s lunch break on 
Oct. 29 in the West parking lot 
at Cross Church Pinnacle Hills, 
Rogers.

Convention committees 
filled by Arkansans
Credentials Committee

Chris Sims (chairman), pastor, 
Pilgrims Rest Baptist Church, Bates-
ville

Jack Bedford, pastor, Rocky 
Branch Baptist Church, Rogers

Johnny Harp, pastor, Lakeview 
Baptist Church, Cave Springs

Carl Fair, youth minister, Dallas 
Avenue Baptist Church, Mena

Steve Walter, pastor, Second Bap-
tist Church, Jacksonville

Resolutions Committee
Larry Page (chairman), Arkansas 

Faith and Ethics Council executive 
director, Little Rock

Bill Bowen, pastor, Village Bap-
tist Church, Bella Vista

Ty Huitt, pastor, Lake Ouachita 
Baptist Church, Mount Ida

Kelly Jones, pastor, First Baptist 
Church, Harrisburg

Gary Thomas, pastor, First Bap-
tist Church, Lowell

Larry White, pastor, First Baptist 
Church, Cherokee Village

Order of Business Committee
Dick Avey (chairman), associate 

pastor, First Baptist Church, Cabot
Jonathan Curtis, teaching pastor, 

First Baptist Church, Little Rock

Andy Wilson, executive leader, 
Cross Church, Springdale

Parliamentarians
Dan Raines (chairman), layper-

son, First Baptist, Russellville
Stan Ballard, pastor, Nettleton 

Baptist Church, Jonesboro
John McCallum, pastor, First 

Baptist Church, Hot Springs

Tellers Committee
Tim Noel (chairman), pastor, 

Trinity Baptist Church, Searcy
Dallas Auslam, pastor, Sulphur 

City Baptist Church, Fayetteville
Tony Criswell, pastor, Sugarloaf 

Baptist Church, Heber Springs
David McCord, associational mis-

sionary, Calvary Baptist Association, 
Searcy

David Mitchell, pastor, Mount 
Carmel Baptist Church, Cabot

Gary Mitchell, pastor, Harlan 
Park Baptist Church, Conway

John Nauman, pastor, Charity 
Baptist Church, Rogers

David Richey, pastor, Immanuel 
Baptist Church, Warren

Clint Ritchie, pastor, First Baptist 
Church, Hampton

Frank Thurman, pastor, Calvary 
Baptist Church, Benton

For additional information about the Arkansas Baptist State 
Convention (ABSC) Annual Meeting, including lodging and 

complete list of meetings, go to www.absc.org

For full coverage of the 2013 ABSC Annual Meeting see the 
Nov. 14 edition of the Arkansas Baptist News
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LARRY PAGE, Convention Reso-
lutions Committee chairman, has 
invited Arkansas Baptist messengers 
with proposed resolutions to send 
them to the committee for early 
review. Page is executive director 
of the Arkansas Faith and Ethics 
Council.

Anyone wanting to present a 
resolution to the committee should 
mail a copy of the proposed resolu-

Committee requests resolutions
tion to the Arkansas Baptist State 
Convention, Attn: Vera Clancy, 10 
Remington Drive, Little Rock, AR 
72204, by Tuesday, Oct. 15. Pro-
posed resolutions may also be sub-
mitted at the convention until 10 
a.m., Tuesday, Oct. 29.

The published convention sched-
ule calls for resolutions to be con-
sidered during the morning session 
Wednesday, Oct. 30.

Baptist schools plan events
Ouachita Baptist University

Reception, 4 p.m., Tuesday, 
Oct. 29: Cross Church, Rogers, 
West Mezzanine.

Williams Baptist College
Reception, 8:30 p.m., Tuesday, 

Oct. 29: Cross Church, Rogers, 
West Mezzanine.

Mid-America Seminary
Luncheon, noon, Tuesday, 

Oct. 29: Cross Church, Rogers, 
East Connection Room. 

Contact Tanner Hickman, 
901-751-3015 or tannerh@mabts.
edu.

New Orleans Seminary
Luncheon, noon, Tuesday, 

Oct. 29: Cross Church, Rogers, 
West Connection Room. 

Reservations required by Oct. 
25. Contact Charity Gardner, 
800-838-2272, ext. 5137, or cgard-
ner@absc.org.

Southwestern Seminary
Luncheon, noon, Tuesday, 

Oct. 29: Cross Church, Rogers, 
Club House. 

Reservations are not required 
but are appreciated. Reservations 
can be made by emailing linda@
fbcsearcy.org.

Crossgate to celebrate 
110 years September 8
Terry Thompson 
Crossgate Church

HOT SPRINGS – Crossgate 
Church, which started in 1903 as 
a mission of First Baptist Church, 
Hot Springs, will conduct a special 
celebration service marking its 110th 
anniversary Sept. 8.

Crossgate is located at 3100 East 
Grand Ave., Highway 70 East, in 
Hot Springs.

On Sept. 10, 1903, 22 mem-
bers of a First Baptist Church, Hot 
Springs, mission church 
constituted a Second 
Baptist Church in a 
house at 319 Rector 
Ave. in Hot Springs. 

Four months later 
they welcomed their 
first pastor, Lovelace 
Foster. During that year, 
Orville Wright flew the 
first powered aircraft, 
Pittsburgh played Bos-
ton in the first World 
Series and the United States gained 
exclusive rights to the Panama Canal 
Zone. In 1911, the young church 
purchased a lot on the corner of 
Garland Avenue and Fourth Street 
and laid the cornerstone for a white-
framed structure as their first church 
building.

As the church grew, additions 
were built during the 1930s through 
the 1990s, including a large auditori-
um in 1954 and education facilities 
across Garland Street in 1986. The 
latest construction project at Gar-
land and Fourth was administrative 
offices in 1994. To resolve its min-
istry space limitations and position 
itself for future growth, the church, 
through a series of votes in 1998, 
committed the funds and purchased 
several parcels of land on Highway 
70 East for future facilities. 

In 2003, Second Baptist Church 
voted almost unanimously to change 
the name of their congregation to 
“The Church at Crossgate Cen-
ter” (later shortened to “Crossgate 
Church”) and broke ground on a 
new facility, which would accom-
modate their ministries for years to 
come. The Crossgate Church family 
held its first worship celebration in 
its new facilities in November 2004.

The important story of the 
110-year-old Second Baptist 
Church/Crossgate Church, howev-
er, is not the construction of build-
ings, the changes in locations or the 
name change. The far greater story is 
how God has been glorified and His 
kingdom has been grown as He has 
led the church through many victo-
ries and challenges. 

The church has been instrumen-
tal in thousands accepting Christ 
as Savior, thousands experiencing 
positive life-change, thousands of 
families being strengthened, hun-
dreds accepting the call to vocation-
al Christian service and hundreds 

participating directly in worldwide 
evangelism and missions.

This 110-year heritage serves as a 
strong foundation for the broad ex-
panse of ministries presently serving 
Hot Springs, Garland County and 
the surrounding area. The church 
celebrates the meaning of this anni-
versary with dynamic contemporary 
worship and teaching, caring small 
groups, vibrant children’s ministries 
and relevant student ministries, as 
well as personal evangelism and 
missions activity. The church fam-

ily is unified in its vi-
sion to be “an epicenter 
of God’s activity from 
which He will shake the 
nations for His glory.”

“According to the 
Bible, the local church 
is to be a family with a 
passion and commit-
ment for living out their 
lives on this earth as 
God leads,” said Shawn 
Barnard, Crossgate’s se-

nior pastor. 
“We are blessed to be a growing 

family as He brings us new people 
almost every week with unique skills 
and talents for pursuing the vision 
He has given us for the future,” he 
said.

“We would love to have former 
Second Baptist and Crossgate mem-
bers, as well as everyone else who 
is interested, come to celebrate this 
very special time of honoring our 
past and anticipating the future,” 
Barnard said. 

A churchwide lunch/reception 
will follow the celebration service. 
For more information, visit www.
crossgate.org.

Terry Thompson is a member of 
Crossgate Church.
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Arkansas Baptists nominated for service
ABSC ExECutivE BoArd

Term to Expire in 2016
Arkansas River Valley – *Jeff Paxton, 

pastor, First Baptist Church, Dover
Ashley – Bobby C. Pennington, 

pastor, First Baptist Church, Hamburg
Bartholomew  – *David Richey, 

pastor, Immanuel Baptist Church, 
Warren

Black River – Sonny Simpson, pastor, 
First Baptist Church, Newport

Buckner – *Mark Griffith, pastor, 
First Baptist Church, Mansfield

Caddo River – Tony Smith, layperson, 
member, First Baptist Church, Glenwood

Calvary – *Paul Reams, pastor, 
Central Baptist Church, Bald Knob

Caroline – Ralph A. Mashburn, 
layperson, member, Lonoke Baptist 
Church, Lonoke

Central – Rick Porter, pastor, Pleasant 
Hill Baptist Church, Bauxite

Central – Mike Pounders, associate 
pastor, First Baptist Church, Hot Springs

Clear Creek – Doug Humphreys, 
layperson, member, First Baptist Church, 
Van Buren

Concord – Greg Ford, minister of 
missions, First Baptist Church, Fort 
Smith

Concord – *Tom McCone, minister of 
music, First Baptist Church, Greenwood

Faulkner – Paul Hudson, pastor, 
OneChurch, Conway

Greene County – John Lane, 
layperson, member, West View Baptist 
Church, Paragould

Harmony – Todd Howard, pastor, 
Watson Chapel Baptist Church, Pine 
Bluff

Independence – Joe Shell, minister 
of music, Ruddell Hill Baptist Church, 
Batesville

Liberty – Doug Wills, pastor, First 
Baptist Church, Norphlet

Mount Zion – *Stan Ballard, pastor, 
Nettleton Baptist Church, Jonesboro

Mount Zion – *Johnny Hutchison, 
pastor, Highland Drive Baptist Church, 
Jonesboro

North Central – Eddie Morgan, 
layperson, member, First Baptist Church, 
Clinton

North Pulaski – Marty Watson, 
pastor, Baring Cross Baptist Church, 
Sherwood

Northwest – *Joe Baker, layperson, 
member, Village Baptist Church, Bella 
Vista

Northwest – Wes George, pastor, First 
Baptist Church, Rogers

Northwest – *Mike McCauley, pastor, 
Bella Vista Baptist Church, Bella Vista

Northwest – *Gary Thomas, pastor, 
First Baptist Church, Lowell

Ouachita – *Claude Ramey, 
layperson, member, First Baptist Church, 
Hatfield

Pulaski – Jeff Williams, pastor, Geyer 
Springs First Baptist Church, Little Rock

Southwest – Craig Jenkins, pastor, 
Beech Street First Baptist Church, 
Texarkana

Tri-County – Eddie Brawley, 
layperson, member, First Baptist Church, 
West Memphis

Washington Madison – *Eric 
Howerton, pastor, First Baptist Church, 
Greenland

Washington Madison – Lisa Wheat, 
children’s minister, First Baptist Church, 
Fayetteville

District 1 – Vicki Bedford, layperson, 
member, Rocky Branch Baptist Church, 
Rogers

District 6 – Ann Hibbard, layperson, 
member, First Baptist Church, Almyra

Term to Expire in 2015
Big Creek – Larry Ring, pastor, Viola 

Baptist Church, Viola
Carey – Donny White, layperson, 

member, First Baptist Church, Sparkman
Central – Clay Cunningham, student 

pastor, First Baptist Church, Benton
Clear Creek – Aaron Matthews, 

pastor, Southside Baptist Church, Alma
District 3 – Eddi Settles, layperson, 

member, First Baptist Church, Corning
District 4 – Bev Turner, children’s 

minister, Grand Avenue Baptist Church, 
Fort Smith

Term to Expire in 2014
Arkansas River Valley – Greg Sykes, 

pastor, First Baptist Church, Russellville
Mississippi County – Allen Donner, 

layperson, member, First Baptist Church, 
Manila

Mississippi County – Alvis “Buddy” 
Harris, layperson, member, First Baptist 
Church, Blytheville

North Pulaski – Bob Harper, associate 
pastor, Park Hill Baptist Church, North 
Little Rock

Washington Madison – Nick 
Floyd, teaching pastor, Cross Church, 
Fayetteville

ArkAnSAS BAptiSt ASSEmBly 
(CAmp SiloAm) 

Term to Expire in 2016
*Doug Compton – evangelist, 

member, East Side Baptist Church, 
Paragould

Ed Hicks – layperson, member, 
Immanuel Baptist Church, Little Rock

Randall James – layperson, member, 
Union Valley Baptist Church, Beebe

Russell Rhoden – layperson, member,  
First Baptist Church, Center Ridge

Laurie Seabaugh – layperson, member,  
Central Baptist Church, Magnolia

Term to Expire in 2014
Mike Griffey – layperson, member,  

Cross Church Pinnacle Hills, Rogers 

ArkAnSAS BAptiSt ChildrEn’S homES 
And FAmily miniStriES

Term to Expire in 2016
Bob Hall, pastor, First Baptist Church, 

Beebe
*Angela Hicks, layperson, member, 

Eden Baptist Church, Hamburg
Karen Reynolds, layperson, member, 

Hot Springs Baptist Church, Hot Springs
*Stephanie Rodgers, layperson, 

member, Crystal Hill Baptist Church, 
Little Rock

Phillip Smith, pastor, First Baptist 
Church, Bentonville

*Paul White, layperson, member, First 
Baptist Church, Benton

ArkAnSAS BAptiSt FoundAtion

Term to Expire in 2016
*Cathy Brandt, layperson, member, 

First Baptist church, Harrison
*Barry L. Crow, layperson, member, 

Hot Springs Baptist Church, Hot Springs
*Judy Jones, layperson, member, 

Geyer Springs First Baptist Church, Little 
Rock

Wendell Stratton, layperson, member, 
First Baptist Church, Stuttgart

*Thomas C. Vaughan, layperson, 
member, Immanuel Baptist Church, 
Little Rock

ArkAnSAS BAptiSt nEwSmAgAzinE

Term to Expire in 2016
District 2 – *Troy Sharp, pastor, First 

Baptist Church, Desha
District 8 – Jennifer Bryant, layperson, 

member, First Baptist Church, Fordyce
Member at Large – *Lyndon Finney, 

layperson, member, Immanuel Baptist 
Church, Little Rock

Member at Large – Chris Sims, pastor, 
Pilgrims Rest Baptist Church, Batesville

Member at Large – Mike Vinson, 
layperson, member, First Baptist Church, 
Corning

Term to Expire in 2014
Member at Large – Bob Beach, 

layperson, member, Immanuel Baptist 
Church, Little Rock

ouAChitA BAptiSt univErSity

Term to Expire in 2016
Mary Pat Cook Anthony, layperson, 

member, First Baptist Church, El Dorado
Jay Heflin, layperson, member, 

Second Baptist Church, Little Rock
Richard Lusby, layperson, member, 

First Baptist Church, Jonesboro
*Terri Mardis, layperson, member, 

Cross Church, Springdale
John McCallum, pastor, First Baptist 

Church, Hot Springs
*Ken Shaddox, pastor, Park Hill 

Baptist Church, North Little Rock
*Augusta Williamson, layperson, 

member, West Baptist Church, Batesville
*James E. Young, layperson, member, 

First Baptist Church, McGehee

williAmS BAptiSt CollEgE

Term to Expire in 2016
Ken Brunt, layperson, member, First 

Southern Baptist Church, Bryant
*Clint Emfinger, layperson, member, 

Mount Hebron Baptist Church, Searcy
Sue McGowan, layperson, member, 

East Side Baptist Church, Paragould
*Mike McNabb, layperson, member, 

First Baptist Church, Pangburn
*James O. Miller, layperson, member, 

First Baptist Church, Melbourne
Heather Moore, layperson, member, 

Mount Carmel Baptist Church, Cabot
*Speedy Shoemake, layperson, 

member, First Baptist Church, Osceola
Larry Singleton, layperson, member, 

Southside Baptist Church, Paragould

BAptiSt mEmoriAl hEAlth CArE 
CorporAtion, mEmphiS, tn

Term to Expire in 2016
*Murray Benton, layperson, member, 

Central Baptist Church, Jonesboro
Jeff Green, layperson, member, 

Central Baptist Church, Jonesboro
Dale Morris, layperson, member, First 

Baptist Church, Forrest City 

ConStitution And By-lAwS CommittEE

Term to Expire in 2016
Rusty Keltner, pastor, First Baptist 

Church, Corning
*Jeff Thompson, associational 

missionary, Concord Baptist Association, 
Fort Smith

ConvEntion progrAm CommittEE

Term to Expire in 2016
Scott Miller, pastor, Lonoke Baptist 

Church, Lonoke

FuturE SitE For thE AnnuAl mEEting

Oct. 23-24, 2018 – Central Baptist 
Church, Jonesboro

2014 ConvEntion SErmon

Preacher – Dale Thompson, pastor, 
First Baptist Church, Fort Smith

Alternate – Larry White, associational 
missionary, Faulkner Baptist Association, 
Conway

2013 ConvEntion nominAting 
CommittEE

Mark Fischer, pastor, First Baptist 
Church, Hope

Gary Hunnicutt, layperson, member, 
First Baptist Church, Benton

Larry Lloyd, layperson, member, 
University Baptist Church, Fayetteville

Doug Hibbard, pastor, First Baptist 
Church, Almyra

Eric Moffett, pastor, First Baptist 
Church, Pocahontas

Butch Riddle, pastor, First Baptist 
Church, Ashdown

Mike Bell, pastor, Lake Village Baptist 
Church, Lake Village

Edwin Hughes, layperson, member, 
Trinity Baptist Church, Searcy

Gary Wise, pastor, Gassville Baptist 
Church, Gassville
Ex-officio members:

Greg Addison, pastor, First Baptist 
Church, Cabot

Gary Hollingsworth, pastor, 
Immanuel Baptist Church, Little Rock

*Denotes second term
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C l a s s i f i e d s
PASTOR

Temple Baptist Church is in search of a bi-
vocational pastor. Send resume, by mail, to 
Pastor Search Committee, 8601 Hwy. 67, Benton, 
AR 72015. Respond within 10 days. No resumes 
accepted after Nov.1, 2013.

First Baptist Church of Manila is seeking a full-
time pastor. We are a two-service, mission-
minded church. Please send resumes to caleb-
finley@hotmail.com or they may also be sent to 
Manila First Baptist Church, Pastor Search Commit-
tee, P.O. Box 1304, Manila, AR 72442.

Is God calling you to rural Missouri? First Baptist 
Church (SBC) of Gainesville is seeking a full-time 
pastor. Send resumes to: Pastor Search Commit-
tee, C/O First Baptist Church, P.O. Box 627, Gaines-
ville, MO 65655.

OTHER STAFF POSITIONS

FBC, Ozark, is seeking a mature, energetic 
youth minister. Send resumes to FBC Search 
Committee, P.O. Box 195, Ozark, AR 72949 or email 
tdfbc@centurytel.net. 

Ridgecrest Baptist Church, Benton, is seeking a 
bi-vocational youth minister. Send resumes 

to: Youth Minister Search Team, Ridgecrest Baptist 
Church, 900 Ridge Road, Benton, AR 72015.

First Baptist Church, Des Arc, is seeking a part-
time minister of music. Resumes may be sent 
to the church’s email address, fbcda@centurytel.
net, or mailing address, FBC, P.O. Box 578, Des Arc, 
AR 72040.

Bayou Meto Baptist Church is seeking a part-
time children’s minister. Responsible for a 
2-hour Sunday evening class during the school 
year. Summer responsibilities include a 2-hour 
class on Sunday evenings, a 2-hour class on 
Wednesday evenings, church camp and VBS. 
Please contact the church at 501-988-1966 for 
more specific details or send resume to Bayou 
Meto Baptist Church, 26200 Hwy. 107, Jackson-
ville, AR 742076.

Union Avenue Baptist Church in Wynne is 
seeking a bi-vocational associate pastor 
with responsibilities in music and young 
adults. Contact Pastor Gary Henson at ghen-
son_49@hotmail.com or call 870-208-5990.

The exciting Bee Branch Baptist Church is seek-
ing a bi-vocational youth minister. Please 
contact 501-654-4158 for more information. 

Youth pastor needed at Crystal Hill Baptist 
Church in Little Rock. Call 501-455-0669 or email 

crystalhillbaptist@sbcglobal.net.
First Baptist Church of Atkins is currently seek-

ing a full-time student pastor. Please send 
all correspondence to duffelbag55@gmail.com. For 
additional information, please contact Ferrel Duffel 
at 870-838-3277.

First Baptist Church of Judsonia is seeking a 
part-time minister of music. Email resumes 
to fbcjud@gmail.com or call 501-279-6748.

Formosa Baptist in Clinton is prayerfully search-
ing for a part-time worship leader who can 
lead a blended service. Please send resumes or 
questions to billytreece@hotmail.com or Formosa 
Baptist Church, P.O. Box 1530, Clinton, AR 72031. 

Camp Paron is seeking a married couple 
willing to work flexible hours and varied tasks. 
Housing may be included as part of the pay pack-
age. Call 501-837-7362 for more information.

New Mexico Baptist Children’s Home is seeking 
a Christian couple to work as houseparents for 
a great group of kids. We offer a competitive salary 
with benefits plus room and board. If this is your 
calling, please contact Bill Marker at 575-359-1254 
or email bill.marker@nmbch.com.

Committed Christians for full-time paid posi-
tions with housing, life and medical insurance, an-
nuity, paid vacation and training. Provide love, care 

and hope in Christ to children and families in need. 
One single female to serve as cottage manager 
for ministry to homeless children and their moth-
ers. Two husband/wife teams to serve as cottage 
parents for children. Contact Dr. Perry Hancock: 
P.O. Box 4196, Monroe, LA 71211, phancock@
LBCH.org or 318.343.2244. www.lbch.org.

Meridian Baptist Church, Jackson, Tenn., (www.
mbcjax.org) is seeking a full-time associate 
pastor of youth and recreation. Please 
email your resume to cooper_monte@yahoo.com. 
Application deadline Oct. 25.

Miscellaneous
Needed: 25-passenger coach van/bus 

for transportation of senior saints and students 
in after-school program. Please call Pleasant Hill 
Baptist, 501-557-5153, or Steve Barnes, 501-860-
8747.

Baptist hymnal 1991 edition. Looking 
to purchase up to 75 copies. If you have replaced 
yours with a newer edition and have the 1991 edi-
tion available, call Gayle Bone at 501-213-5733.

To place a classified, 
call 501-376-4791, ext. 5153.

Gosser, OBU supporter, dies
LITTLE ROCK – Bobby Leon 
“Bob” Gosser, one of the namesakes 
of Ouachita Baptist University’s  
Gosser Hall, died Aug. 14 at 
age 80.

“Dr. Bob Gosser and his 
dear wife, Marianne, embody 
the best of Ouachita,” said 
Ouachita President Rex M. 
Horne, Jr. “Their love and 
legacy has a strong Ouachita 
theme. Their devotion is re-
flected in the lives of their 
children and grandchildren.”

Gosser, a 1956 graduate of 
Ouachita, and his wife, Marianne, 
a 1955 Ouachita alumna, have been 
longtime supporters of Ouachita. 

The university’s Student Village 
includes Gosser Hall, which was 
named in honor of Gossers. Five 

of Gosser Hall’s seven houses 
are named in honor of their 
five children, all of whom are 
Ouachita graduates.

In addition to Marianne, 
his wife of 58 years, and their 
five adult children, Gosser is 
survived by 15 grandchildren. 
A memorial service was held 
Aug. 16 at Second Baptist 
Church, Little Rock. In lieu 

of flowers, donations may be made 
to Ouachita Baptist University, Sec-
ond Baptist Church or the Baptist 
Hospital Foundation.

Auffenberg, longtime OBU prof., dies
ARKADELPHIA – Thomas Lynn 
“Tom” Auffenberg, 65, a longtime 
professor of history at Ouachita 
Baptist University, died Aug. 21, 
one day before he was to be 
honored for 40 years of ser-
vice at Ouachita.

Auffenberg, the R. Voyt 
Hill Professor of History 
and chair of the history de-
partment, began teaching at 
Ouachita in 1973. It was his 
first and only teaching posi-
tion throughout his distin-
guished career. He was one 
of three Ouachita professors sched-
uled to be recognized for their 40-
year service milestones during the 
university’s Aug. 22 faculty/staff 
banquet. 

“Tom Auffenberg literally in-
vested his adult life in his students 
and colleagues at Ouachita,” said 
Ouachita President Rex M. Horne, 
Jr. 

During his four decades at 

Ouachita, he was honored by the 
Student Senate as Outstanding Fac-
ulty Member and served as a spon-
sor of the Phi Alpha Theta history 

honor society.  He was a 
contributor to “Ouachita 
Voices,” the university’s 
125th anniversary history, 
and also had articles pub-
lished in several publica-
tions. He was a member of 
Phi Alpha Theta, Pi Sigma 
Alpha and Kappa Delta Pi 
and served as a director for 
the Southern Conference 

of British Studies. He also was a 
member of the American Histori-
cal Association and the Arkansas 
Association of College History 
Teachers.

A memorial service was held on 
Ouachita’s campus Aug. 24. Me-
morial gifts to Ouachita Baptist 
University may be designated for 
the European Study Tour or schol-
arships to benefit history majors.

Stubblefield new pastor at Barcelona Road
HOT SPRINGS VILLAGE – Jon 
Stubblefield, former president of the 
Arkansas Baptist State Convention 
(ABSC), the Arkansas Baptist News 
Board of Directors and ABSC 
Pastor’s Conference, has been 
named the new pastor of Bar-
celona Road Baptist Church, 
Hot Springs Village.

Stubblefield preached Bar-
celona Road’s morning ser-
vices July 28 and was called to 
be the church’s pastor during 
a special business meeting following 
the church’s evening services.

Members of the church had the 
opportunity to meet the Stubble-
fields in a reception held July 27.

First Baptist Church, Cabot, recognized 
Cheryl Moore on Aug. 18 for 30 years on 
staff as finance secretary. She was rec-
ognized in the morning worship services 
and with a reception in her honor that 
evening. She was also presented with 
a plaque in appreciation for her service.  
Cheryl is a former president of Association 
of Arkansas Baptist Secretaries.

Moore honored

The Stubblefields presently reside 
in Hattiesburg, Miss., where Stub-
blefield has served as pastor of Main 
Street Baptist Church for the past 

10 years.
Stubblefield is a native of 

Fayetteville. He holds Bach-
elor of Arts and Master of 
Arts degrees from the Uni-
versity of Arkansas and Mas-
ter of Divinity and Doctor 
of Philosophy degrees from 
Southern Baptist Theological 

Seminary in Louisville, Ky.
Prior to serving in Mississippi, 

Stubblefield was pastor of First Bap-
tist Church, Shreveport, La.; Walnut 
Street Baptist Church, Louisville, 

Ky. and Central Baptist Church, 
Magnolia.

Stubblefield has also served on 
the Annuity Board of the Southern 
Baptist Convention Board of Trust-
ees (now GuideStone Christian Re-
sources), the Louisiana Baptist Con-
vention Executive Board and on the 
Baptist World Aid Committee of 
the Baptist World Alliance.

His wife is a native of Magnolia 
and a graduate of the University of 
Arkansas.

The Stubblefields have two sons: 
Stephen of Austin, Texas, and Mi-
chael of Madrid, Spain.

Stubblefield will assume his du-
ties at Barcelona Road Sept. 15.

Auffenberg

Contact nelle@arkansasbaptist.org, or call 800-838-2272, ext. 
5155, for special discounted rates.

October is Pastor Appreciation Month.
Honor your pastor with an ad
in the Arkansas Baptist News.

Stubblefield

Gosser
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Covington Commercial Furniture
72 Batesville Blvd.
Batesville, AR  72501
870-793-3885  870-793-8252 Fax
Email: Charles@BatesvilleFurniture.com
Auditorium seating, Education furniture, Office 
furniture, Factory design assistance

Church Insurance
Michael B Russell, MA, MBA
Member, First Baptist Church, Springdale
Mike Russell & Associates
P.O. Box 709, Bentonville, AR 72712
877-715-5336, 479-657-6369 fax
www.protectmychurch.org   AR Ins. Lic. #185726
Non-profit - Church - Commercial - Employee Benefits

Kitchen Equipment
& Supplies
Aimco Equipment Co. 
10001 Colonel Glenn Rd.
Little Rock, AR 72204
501-228-0808

Lighting & Sound
American AVL
800-352-7222
Little Rock/Jackson/Ruston/New Orleans
Audio, Video, & Lighting Systems & Equipment
Ask about our free site needs AVL review

Playgrounds
Rusty Peoples - rusty@peopleslandscaping.com
479-769-0580, (toll-free) 866-388-1365 
Quality park-playground equip, surfacing & shades
Free design consultations
www.heartlandparks.com

CHURCH SERVICES DIRECTORY

Baptistries/Steeples
Construction Sales Co., Inc.
P.O. Box 1049
Magnolia, AR 71753-1049
800-526-9663  FAX: 870-234-6475
Also laminated wood arches, beams and decking 

Church Facility Planner
Sowell Architects
1315 North Street, Suite 100
Conway, AR  72034
501-450-9633 FAX: 501-450-7228
Email: rik@sowellarchitects.com
www.sowellarchitecs.com
Master planning, site analysis
and all architectural services

The BDA Design Group, Inc.
10 North State Line Avenue, Suite 201
Texarkana, AR  71854
1-800-469-1193 Fax: 870-773-0163
Email: gsdbda@cableone.net
www.bdadesign.com
Architectural, Planning, Consulting, 
Long-Range Planning, Master Plans, 
Site-Facilities Evaluations

Clements & Associates/Architecture
507 Main Street
North Little Rock, AR  72114
501-375-3380/501-375-8231 (fax)
www.clementsarchitects.com
Architectural design and Master Planning Services,
Historic Preservation Consultants

Church Furnishings
Covenant Church Furniture
SOLID WOOD CONSTRUCTION
Ozark, MO  – 800-248-8055
Email: sales@covenantchurchfurniture.com
www.covenantchurchfurniture.com
Pews, Chairs, Chancel Furniture, Upholstery, 
Baptisteries, Steeples, Cupolas, Crosses, Theater/
Auditorium Seating and Custom Wood Products

To place your business 
in the monthly Church Service 

Directory, contact 501-376-4791, ext. 
5153, or nelle@arkansasbaptist.org.

Support the ABN Endowment Fund
An endowment fund for the Arkansas Baptist News 
(ABN) has been established at the Arkansas Baptist 
Foundation. Consider helping secure the future of 
the official news journal of the state convention by 
including the ABN in your will or by making a contri-
bution to the ABN Endowment Fund. Contact David 
Moore at the Foundation at 501-376-0732.

Mason named Mid-America ‘Alumnus of Year’
CORDOVA, Tenn. – Archie Mason, 
senior pastor of Central Baptist 
Church, Jonesboro, was honored 
as Mid-America Baptist Theologi-
cal Seminary’s Alumnus of the Year 
during the seminary’s Founders’ 
Days celebration Aug. 19.

“Mason’s ministry reflects his 
alma mater’s values of evangelism 
and missions,” said Tanner Hick-
man, director of alumni and church 
relations at Mid-America Seminary.

Thomas Hammond, lead pastor 
of First Baptist Church, Alpharetta, 
Ga., and Mid-America’s national 

alumni president, presented the 
award to Mason, who was accompa-
nied by his wife, Angie.

Central Baptist is listed in the top 
100 fastest growing churches in the 
United States. 

Since 2005, Central Baptist has 
sent 4,000 people on mission trips, 
planted 38 churches, and baptized 
more than 12,000 people world-
wide. 

Mason currently serves as an ad-
junct professor for Mid-America at 
its Jonesboro extension site located 
at Central Baptist. 

HMB/NAMB lunch 
set for Sept. 24

ALPHARETTA, Ga. – The 
Home Mission Board (HMB) Fel-
lowship Luncheon for HMB and 
North American Mission Board 
(NAMB) retirees and former em-
ployees will be held at 11 a.m., 
Tuesday, Sept. 24.

The event will be held at the 
NAMB building, 4200 North 
Point Parkway in Alpharetta.

The reservation deadline is 
Sept. 10 and may be made by 
emailing annieslink@gmail.com. 
Reservations should include the 
names of those who are attending 
so name tags can be prepared.

Church life
Christian Women’s Job Corps 

of Northwest Arkansas will hold an 
open house from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
Sept. 14 at Frisco Station Mall in 
Rogers to share about their ministry 
with the community.

Natural Steps Baptist Church, 
Roland, will hold a celebration and 
homecoming in honor of its 100th 
anniversary during the 10:30 a.m. 
service Sept. 14. Dinner on the 
grounds will follow.

Highland Drive Baptist Church, 
Jonesboro, will host the Beth Moore 
Living Proof Live Simulcast from 
8:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. Sept. 14. To 

On the move
D.J. McMickle will begin serv-

ing as youth pastor at First Baptist 
Church, Dumas, Sept. 3.

Milestones
Bill Carter, associational mission-

ary for Garland County Baptist As-
sociation since March 2004, retired 
effective Aug. 31. Terry Coleman of 
Hot Springs will serve as interim as-
sociational missionary. 

David and Anna Blase celebrat-
ed their 50th wedding anniversary 
Aug. 11. Their family joined them 
in a remembrance service at South 
Fork Baptist Church near Gurdon 
where they were married. The Blases 
served in Kansas and Texas, as well 
as in Arkansas. He retired from First 
Baptist Church, Nashville, where he 

had served as pastor for 25 years. He 
now serves as interim pastor at First 
Baptist Church, Dierks. 

Obituaries
James Hickman, 78, of Little 

Rock, died Aug. 22 
after an extended ill-
ness. He served as a 
pastor for 58 years, 
the last two decades 
at Tyler Street Baptist 
Church in Little Rock.  
He was preceded in 

death by a son. Survivors include his 
wife of 58 years, Shirley Hickman, a 
daughter and a sister. Funeral ser-
vices were held Aug. 24 at Roller-
Chenal Funeral Home in Little 
Rock.  Burial took place at Oakland 
Cemetery in Monticello.

register, email Dana McKinney at 
kmusikdana@suddenlink.net or call 
Rick McKinney at 870-932-2197. 

Centennial Baptist Association 
churches will participate in a Cen-
tennial Celebration Day Sept. 28. 
This will be a one-day mission trip 
where participating churches will 
reach out to the communities in 
southern Arkansas County, includ-
ing Gillette, DeWitt, Saint Charles 
and Reydell. 

Calvary Baptist Association will 
hold a mission trip fundraiser fish 
fry and gospel concert featuring The 
Hannahs Sept. 21. The fish fry will 
take place at 5 p.m. at First Baptist 
Church, Searcy, with the concert fol-

lowing at 6:30 p.m. Tickets may be 
bought in advance or at the door. 
For more information, contact the 
association office at 501-729-3101. 

First Baptist Church, Pine Bluff, 
will celebrate its 160th anniversary 
with a homecoming on Oct. 6 and 
revival services Oct. 6-9. 

Thomas Hammond (left), lead pastor of First Baptist Church, Alpharetta, Ga., and Mid-America 
Baptist Theological Seminary’s national alumni president, presents Archie Mason, senior pastor of 
Central Baptist Church, Jonesboro, with the Alumnus of the Year award.

Read more at www.arkansasbaptist.org
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To run out of wine at a wed-
ding feast was an extended family-
wide embarrassment. This explains 
Mary’s concern – it also gave her the 
right to compel action from her son 
to preserve family honor. Her state-
ment in verse 3 is an implied direc-
tive. Jesus’ response is 
an idiomatic statement. 
It may be understood 
in one of two ways: 1) 
“What have I done to 
you that you should 
do this to Me?” and, 2) 
“That is your business. 
How am I involved?” 
The first implies hostil-
ity; the second implies 
disengagement. 

Disengagement is 
Jesus’ meaning here. 
His use of the word 
“woman” to address His mother 
makes this clear. It sounds harsh to 
our ears. In Jesus’ day, it was a for-
mal and polite way to address a lady. 
Hear, “Ma’am” – formal from a son, 
but polite from anyone else. A key 
point of our text is that Jesus’ con-
cern is His heavenly Father’s glory 
and not His earthly family’s honor. 
Mary is no longer His primary 
concern – He makes the decisions 

about the why, what, when, where 
and how of His ministry based solely 
on God’s leadership. Mary affirms 
this new reality in her instructions 
to the servants – “Do whatever He 
tells you.” Her tone is saying, “He is 
in charge now.”

Jesus asserts His au-
thority in a much more 
public way in cleansing 
the Temple. The sale of 
cattle and doves and the 
privilege of exchanging 
money were permitted 
in the temple court as 
a convenience for pil-
grims who would need 
animals for sacrifice and 
temple shekels for their 
dues. However, the de-
livery of this service had 
moved from a display of 

hospitality to a desecration of holi-
ness. 

Who is to say when this line is 
crossed? Jesus, God’s Son, claims the 
authority to draw the line when He 
runs the money changers out of the 
Temple.  His authority to do so then 
and there points to His even greater 
authority to draw those lines here 
and now in our lives – for our bod-
ies are His temple.

“Favoritism” in the James 2 pas-
sage is “the unfair favoring of one 
person or group at the expense of 
another,” according to the Concise 
Oxford English Dictionary.

 James 2:2-4 gives an illustration 
of a rich man and a poor man. James 
asks what it would be 
for a believer to show 
preferential treatment 
of a man because he 
is wearing the right 
clothes or the most 
expensive items. God 
never intended us to 
show preference to a 
certain person because 
of what they have or do 
not have.

James wrote that 
“favoritism” as going 
against God and His 
character. When hu-
mans participate in an activity that 
is not of God, this is sin (James 2:9). 
God has chosen the poor and their 
special richness of faith and inheri-
tance of the kingdom (James 2:5). 
This concept is similar to the be-
atitudes found in Matthew 5:3-12, 
especially verse 3. James wanted the 
Jews to be convicted of the way they 
treated people. A businessperson 

is going to place more importance 
on a company that brings in more 
money. This is the way the world 
thinks. However, God values people 
because He is our Creator and is 
merciful.

James goes on to tell the believers 
that if you truly keep the 
Law, you will not show 
favoritism and  will 
uphold the royal law 
(James 2:8). The royal 
law to the Jews is found 
in Leviticus 19:18 and 
Matthew 22:39, “Love 
your neighbor as your-
self.” In James 2:10-11, 
James wanted the Jews 
to know that sin is sin, 
no matter the activity. 
If anyone shows favorit-
ism, that is a sin, just as 
is committing murder. 

As Christ followers, in our lives 
we need to see people like God sees 
people. We need to treat people as 
Jesus commands us to in Matthew 
22:39 without judging and favorit-
ism. 

How are you showing God in 
your words and actions to other peo-
ple? Do you see a person like God 
sees him?

Charity Gardner
member

Compass Church
Little Rock

Let me begin this week by saying 
I’m presuming you will spend a lot 
of your time on verses 16 and 17. I’m 
also presuming, as Christians and 
teachers, you have a fairly good grip 
on these verses. Therefore, I want 
to highlight four other 
areas in our passage.

Jesus says in verse 
7, “I told you that you 
must be born again.” 
Conversion is essential 
to salvation, and like 
Nicodemus, we realize 
we can’t convert our-
selves. Just like only 
Jesus can transform 
water into wine, only 
Jesus can convert sin-
ners into saints. 

Since Jesus is the 
only One who can convert a sinner, 
He must be lifted up. John 3:14 is 
the first of three “lifted up” passag-
es in John (see also John 8:28 and 
12:32). “Lifted up” may well be an 
allusion to Isaiah 52:13. All three 
have a double-meaning – referring to 
both Jesus’ death and His resurrec-
tion/ascension. The reference to the 
bronze serpent is found in Numbers 
21:9.

When we read John 3, it is worth 

remembering that John always uses 
“believe” (“pisteuo”) as a verb and 
never as a noun (“pistis”), and 36 
of the 98 times it’s used in John’s 
gospel refer to actively believing 
“in” (“pisteuo” + “eis”) Jesus – like 

Paul’s use of the term “in 
Christ” to describe genu-
ine Christian faith. For 
John, believing in Christ 
is an ongoing active 
trust. This is especially 
important to remember 
as we read verses 15, 16, 
18 and 36.

Where are your group 
members on their jour-
ney to faith in Christ? In 
Nicodemus’ life, Warren 
Wiersbe sees three phas-
es of our relationship to 

the gospel message: (1) confusion 
(John 3:1-15) – we must realize that, 
to many people, the gospel makes 
no sense when they first hear it; (2) 
conviction (John 7:45-53) – when 
the Holy Spirit begins to convict 
and draw them, they will seek to un-
derstand, and (3) confession (John 
19:38-42) – when we have been con-
verted, we will identify with Christ 
by serving Him in a public way no 
matter the risk to our reputation. 

James 3 focuses on the words 
and wisdom specifically for teach-
ers. Teachers have the obligation to 
speak the truth. God holds teach-
ers, including James, accountable 
for their words/tongues (James 3:1).
Controlling the tongue 
makes a difference in 
controlling the body 
(James 3:3).

James uses three il-
lustrations that show 
the power of the 
tongue (James 3:3-6). 
The tongue is a small 
organ, which controls 
a larger object (James 
3:3-4). The last illustra-
tion shows the destruc-
tion a small object can 
cause to a larger area 
(James 3:5). The tongue, by nature, 
is evil and can cause major destruc-
tion. However, with grace, words can 
be used for righteousness (Col. 4:6).

James 3:7-8 presents the true na-
ture of the tongue, that it has evil in-
tentions and is full of poison. Verses 
9-12 show the tongue’s double-sided 
nature. It is seen glorifying God, 
but then it is heard putting down 
God’s greatest creation, humans 
(James 3:9). In James 3:11-12, James 

presents a couple pictures the Jews 
would understand. I believe if James 
was writing to Arkansans, he would 
have said that a cornstalk cannot 
produce rice and a rice plant can-
not produce corn. If a believer truly 

praises God, he cannot 
tear down others.

Wisdom is also im-
portant for teachers. 
James encourages teach-
ers and believers to live 
humbly (James 3:13). 
Through false wisdom, 
many fall to feelings of 
envy and ambition that 
do not come from God 
(James 3:14), which cre-
ates chaos and no spiri-
tual fruit (James 3:15-
16). True wisdom comes 

from God and brings about a state 
of peacefulness, respect for others 
and spiritual fruit (James 3:17-18).

James was directing this passage 
to teachers, but Christ-followers can 
learn about using their tongues and 
wisdom for God’s glory. Does your 
tongue build up or tear down? Do 
people see godly wisdom or false wis-
dom in you? Do you need to make 
changes in order to live with a con-
trolled tongue and true wisdom?   

Charity Gardner
member

Compass Church
Little Rock

Jeff Thompson
associational missionary

Concord Baptist Association
Fort Smith

The pressure of partiality 
JAMES 2:1-13

BIBLE STUDIES FOR LIFE:

Authority acknowledged
JOHN 2:1-25

EXPLORE THE BIBLE:

Salvation offered
JOHN 3:1-36

EXPLORE THE BIBLE:

The pressure of words 
JAMES 3:1-18

BIBLE STUDIES FOR LIFE:
SEPTEMBER 22, 2013

Jeff Thompson
associational missionary

Concord Baptist Association
Fort Smith

SEPTEMBER 15, 2013
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Annual state missions 
offering reaches many

Dixie Jackson

PAGE 1

Annual meeting set for 
Oct. 29-30 in Rogers

ABSC preview

Find us on and as ArkBaptNews

Scan QR code 
with your 

smartphone 
app to view 

ABN website.

Summit baptisms
John Scott, family pastor at The Summit 
Church, North Little Rock, baptizes a girl 
during a recent service at Wild River Country 
water park. The church baptized 17 people.
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