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SBC prays for awakening, supports marriage
COLUMBUS, Ohio – Spiri-
tual awakening, the defense of 
marriage and the preservation 
of religious liberty were among 
key themes addressed by mes-
sengers at the annual meeting 
of the Southern Baptist Con-
vention (SBC) June 16-17 in 
Columbus, Ohio.

The meeting was highlight-
ed by a Tuesday night prayer 
gathering led by SBC Presi-
dent Ronnie Floyd, pastor at 
Cross Church in northwest 
Arkansas, at which an esti-
mated 7,000 Southern Bap-
tists spent two hours asking 
God for a third great awaken-
ing in America and the global 
advance of the gospel. It was 
estimated that an additional 
8,000 people watched the 
prayer gathering, which was  
online and broadcast via Day-
star television.

About 5,400 messengers 
were registered for the meet-
ing, which was up from 5,294 
messengers in Baltimore in 
2014. Arkansas Baptists num-
bered 177 of the messengers, 
which were led in number by 
Ohio, which sent 714 mes-
sengers. Messengers 
approved several 
actions to ad-
vance racial 
and ethnic di-
versity within 
the SBC and 
c e l e b r a t e d 
nearly 60 
missionaries 
during the first-
ever joint mis-
sions service of the 
International and North 
American mission boards.

Awakening
Floyd, who was reelected to 

a second term as SBC presi-
dent, called in his presidential 
address for Southern Baptists 

to provide spiritual and moral 
leadership amid a time of cri-
sis in the world that also is 
“our most defining hour as 
Southern Baptists” (see related 

story at right).
Building on Floyd’s 
address, the June 

16 prayer time 
featured inter-
cession led by 
11 pastors and 
was punctu-
ated by hun-
dreds, if not 

thousands, of 
believers kneel-

ing and prostrat-
ed at the Greater 

Columbus Convention 
Center. Dozens more from a 
broad array of racial and eth-
nic groups voiced prayers from 
the platform.

A resolution on “revival 
and spiritual awakening” said 
Southern Baptists “faithfully 

and fervently plead with our 
great God to open the win-
dows of heaven and come 
down among His people with 
a fresh filling of His Spirit.”

Marriage
Expecting a U.S. Supreme 

Court decision on same-sex 
marriage, which came June 
26, Floyd and the living SBC 
presidents elected since 1980 
issued a joint statement that 
pledged love for individuals 

Ronnie Floyd, pastor of Cross Church in northwest Arkansas and president of the Southern Baptist Convention (SBC), leads 
thousands of convention messengers and attendees in prayer June 16 during the SBC Annual Meeting. Photo by Caleb Yarbrough

with same-sex attraction, yet 
stated, “We will not accept, 
nor adhere to, any legal redefi-
nition of marriage issued by 
any political or judicial body 
including the United States 
Supreme Court.” Floyd drew 
national headlines when he 
said in his presidential address 
that he will not perform same-
sex weddings (see related story, 
Page 10).

Floyd: ‘Let’s lead  
holding onto  
the Word of God’

See SBC WRAP page 8

Arkansas Baptists in Columbus
COLUMBUS, Ohio – A 
number of Arkansas Baptists 
made the trip to Columbus, 
Ohio, to be a part of the an-
nual meeting of the South-
ern Baptist Convention 
(SBC) June 16-17. Below are 
comments from some of the 
attendees who spoke to the 
Arkansas Baptist News.

FBC, Bentonville
Guy Wilcox, music associ-

ate at First Baptist Church, 
Bentonville, said he was 
in Columbus to complete 
a course offered by The 
Southern Baptist Theologi-

cal Seminary called “confer-
ence classes.” The classes give 
students a behind-the-scenes 
look at how the Southern Bap-
tist Convention operates, said 
Wilcox, adding, “It’s a great 
opportunity to get on-campus 
credit hours and to learn how 
the convention functions.”

Chad Plummer, audio engi-
neer at First Baptist, Benton-
ville, is enrolled in the same 
Southern Seminary class and 
is working on a Master of Di-
vinity degree. While at the an-
nual meeting, Plummer said 
he hoped to get a sense of how 
the younger generation can 

have more of a connected 
feeling to the SBC. He said 
the class exposes seminar-
ians “to what we do as Bap-
tists and the reason we come 
together.” 

Compass Church
Mickey Jones, directional 

pastor of worship and ad-
ministration at Compass 
Church, Batesville, attended 
the annual meeting with his 
wife, Betty Gail.

“I really am looking for-
ward to once again being 

See ARKANSANS page 11

COLUMBUS, Ohio (BP) – 
Southern Baptist Convention 
(SBC) President Ronnie Floyd 
called for pastoral leadership 
in the nation’s largest Protes-
tant denomination to seize a 
“Bonhoeffer moment” by re-
fusing to be silent in the face 
of persecution, to hold on to 
the Word of God, take heart 
and be encouraged.

“The lostness has never 
been greater in our dangerous 
and hopeless world,” Floyd, 
pastor of Cross Church in 
northwest Arkansas, said in 
his president’s message at the 
SBC Annual Meeting June 16 
in Columbus, Ohio.

“Everyone, and I mean ev-
eryone, needs to rise up and 
lead,” he said.

Punctuated by frequent ap-
plause from nearly 7,000 mes-
sengers and guests, Floyd’s 
message, titled “Now Is the 
Time to Lead,” began with 
broadcast clips showing that 
“the alarm clock is going off 
in our nation and across the 
world.”

See MESSAGE page 7
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Hispanic event reaches 46 people for Christ
RUSSELLVILLE – Evange-
lism, prayer walking, a block 
party, a soccer game, a dental 
clinic and a medical clinic, 
which included eye, ear and 
general physical exams, were 
all part of the Hispanic mis-
sions day held May 30 in Rus-
sellville. 

The event was called Im-
pactando Tu Comunidad con 
Cristo – Impacting Your Com-
munity Through Christ – and 
resulted in 46 professions of 
faith, 40 of which came from 
adults, and eight rededica-
tions. 

“This is the first time that 
I’ve seen so many Hispanics re-
ceiving Christ in any one day 
event in my last seven years 
here at the convention,” said 
Francisco Gomez, Hispanic 
church planter strategist for 
the Arkansas Baptist State 
Convention (ABSC) church 
planting team.

In addition, 100 people at-
tended the block party and 
about 165 patients were seen 
at the medical and dental clin-
ics.

Breck Freeman, a member 
of the ABSC missions team, 
said this is a record number for 
a single day’s clinic.

Gomez expressed his grati-

tude for Dr. Ronald Gore, one 
of the dentists who served at 
the clinic. Gomez noted that 
Gore has a desire to see the 
Hispanic community reached 
with the gospel and has partici-
pated in numerous Hispanic 
medical clinics.

Gomez said people came to 
the event not only from the 
local community, but from 
towns and cities like Dennard, 
Danville, Gurdon and Texar-
kana, among others.

The event was put on by 
the ABSC church planting 
team in partnership with dif-
ferent groups, including the 
ABSC missions team, First 
Baptist Church in Russellville 
and Mision Bautista Ebenezer, 
Russellville.

Volunteers from other His-
panic and Anglo churches 
from different parts of the 
state also helped with the 
event.

“For my family, it was a 
great experience,” said Gisele 
Arias, member of Mision Bau-
tista Ebenezer. “We helped as 
medical interpreters; we could 
see a lot of spiritual and physi-
cal needs, especially those peo-
ple that had not received Jesus 
in their heart or did not have a 
relationship with Jesus.”

Susan Self, a member of 
First Baptist Church, Dover, 
also volunteered at the event, 
serving as a registered nurse. 
She said “it was an amazing 
day” for her and her daughter. 

“This was the first medical 
mission I assisted with and 
could not go to sleep due to 
reliving the entire experience,” 
Self said. “Everyone worked so 
hard to put the entire day’s 
events together, and I was so 
blessed to be able to end up 
staying the entire day to help.  

“I think this time we did 
a really good job in the evan-
gelism area,” Gomez said. 
“There were seven people shar-
ing the gospel just at the clinic. 
We had to share the gospel 
with several people at a time. 
It was a busy day. But we saw 
how people were open to the 
gospel.”

Gomez said he hopes to 
hold future events like this 
in order to help plant new 
churches.

Ark. Baptist reflects on chat with Elisabeth Elliot
THE DEATH of Elisabeth El-
liot Gren – missionary, widow 
of murdered missionary Jim 
Elliot and widely influential 
author and speaker – June 
15 at the age of 88 has 
inspired much reflection 
about her life and minis-
try.

Kay Hardin, member 
of Second Baptist Church 
in Little Rock and chap-
lain at Baptist Health 
Medical Center in North 
Little Rock, had the op-
portunity to meet one-on-
one with Elliot in 1987 at 
a one-day women’s confer-
ence in Nashville, Tenn. 
A mutual friend arranged 
for Hardin to have a Q-and-A 
time with Elliot following El-
liot’s book signing.

Hardin remembers the day 
well.

“As she, the legend of a 
godly woman, and I stared at 
each other, she asked what 
was on my mind. I swal-
lowed hard and proceed-

ed with my ready-at-hand  
questions,” said Hardin.

Among the questions that 
Hardin, then in her early 30s, 
asked was, “How do you go 

about making important, life-
lasting decisions? How do you 
make the ‘right’ decision?”

Hardin said Elliot respond-
ed by saying, “I’ve learned that 
I must make a decision and 
not look back. It will tear you 
up. You must go on and not 
deal with what’s happened be-
hind you. It’s that faith walk 

that trusts God not to let you 
down even when you’ve gone 
the wrong way. Remember 
He’s behind us calling the way 
to turn – especially if we get 

off track. He’s the loving 
Shepherd and under-
stands His sheep.”

Hardin proceeded to 
ask Elliot, who was wid-
owed twice and married 
three times, how she 
knew each husband was 
the “right one”; what 
her advice would be for 
a Christian, single, pro-
fessional woman; how 
she found God’s will and 
purpose for her life, and 
whether most of what 

she learned in life was learned 
through suffering and pain.

“It was and is walking 
through the fire with God 
that I have learned what I’ve 
learned – intimacy with God,” 
said Elliot when asked about 
pain and suffering. 

“I was privileged to hear 
Elisabeth Elliot speak twice in 

person,” Hardin said in a re-
cent interview. “Her presence 
was unassuming yet authorita-
tive. Her words were unmea-
sured exhortation pointing to 
God. She played to only One 
audience – that being her Sav-
ior and Lord – and challenged 
her listeners to do the same.”

Elliot died in her sleep in 
her home in Gloucester, Mass. 
In addition to suffering from 
dementia for a decade, she 
recently experienced multiple 
mini strokes, said her daughter 
Valerie Elliot Shepard. 

Elliot’s public ministry 
ended soon after she was di-
agnosed with dementia. She 
responded to her diagnosis 
the same way she reacted to 
the other tragedies in her life 
– with peace, said her husband 
Lars Gren. 

Compiled from Baptist Press 
and Arkansas Baptist News 
sources. Read the full conversation 
between Hardin and Elliot online 
at arkansasbaptist.org/elliotcon-
versation.

Elisabeth Elliot died June 15 at the age of 88.

Fourty-six people were saved during Impactando Tu Comunidad con Cristo, a 
Hispanic missions day held in Russellville May 30. The event was hosted by the 
Arkansas Baptist State Convention in partnership with local churches.

Supreme Court rejects 
Obamacare challenge
 
WASHINGTON (BP) 
– In a 6-3 ruling, the Su-
preme Court sent a clear 
message June 25 that Pres-
ident Barack Obama’s 
health care overhaul – 
the Affordable Care Act 
– is here to stay, rejecting 
a major challenge that 
would have imperiled the 
landmark law and health 
insurance for millions of 
Americans, the Associ-
ated Press reported. The 
ruling, which upheld fi-
nancial aid to millions of 
low- and middle-income 
Americans to help pay 
for insurance premiums 
regardless of where they 
live, was the second major 
victory in three years for 
Obama in politically 
charged Supreme Court 
tests of the law. 

Guide protects churches 
from ‘sexual liberty’
WASHINGTON (BP) 
– The Southern Bap-
tist Convention’s (SBC)  
religious liberty entity 
has collaborated with a 
leading legal advocacy 
organization to provide 
guidance for churches 
and other institutions in 
the face of the advance 
of “sexual liberty” and 
same-sex marriage. The 
Ethics and Religious Lib-
erty Commission (ERLC) 
and Alliance Defending 
Freedom (ADF) have 
published “Protecting 
Your Ministry,” a legal 
manual for Southern 
Baptist churches, schools 
and ministries. The 44-
page booklet is designed 
to equip SBC and other 
evangelical churches and 
institutions with legal 
protection against sexual 
orientation and gender 
identity lawsuits. The 
manual includes check-
lists and provides sam-
ple documents to assist 
churches and other min-
istries. The guide may be 
accessed online without 
cost at ERLC.com/store.
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Supreme Court OKs 
same-sex marriage
WASHINGTON – In a 
landmark decision certain 
to have wide-ranging so-
cial, moral and economic 
ramifications for the na-
tion, the U.S. Supreme 
Court ruled June 26 that 
state laws banning same-
sex marriage are unconsti-
tutional.

Homosexual couples 
already have the right to 
legally marry in 36 states 
and the District of Co-
lumbia, according to the 
Associated Press (AP). 
The court’s 5-4 ruling 
means the remaining 14 
states, in the South and 
Midwest, will have to stop 
enforcing their bans on 
same-sex marriage. A rul-
ing from the Arkansas Su-
preme Court challenging 
the state’s ban on same-sex 
marriage is currently pend-
ing.

Following the an-
nouncement of the deci-
sion, arkansasnews.com 
quoted a tweet from State 
Sen. Jason Rapert, R-Con-
way, as saying, “Marriage is 
between one man and one 
woman no matter what 5 
unelected activist Supreme 
Court justices say.”

“Ever y th ing  has 
changed and nothing has 
changed,” said R. Albert 
Mohler Jr., president of 
The Southern Baptist 
Theological Seminary, fol-
lowing the ruling. “The 
Supreme Court’s deci-
sion today is a central as-
sault upon marriage as 
the conjugal union of a 
man and a woman and in 
a five-to-four decision the 
nation’s highest court has 
now imposed its mandate 
redefining marriage on all 
50 states.

The outcome is the cul-
mination of two decades 
of Supreme Court litiga-
tion over marriage and ho-
mosexual rights.

Justice Anthony Ken-
nedy wrote the majority 

For more ABN Digest, go to 
arkansasbaptist.org/abn-digest

Jones family celebrates ‘special dad’ June 14
Jessica Vanderpool
Arkansas Baptist News

MONTICELLO – Jay Jones, 
51, a deacon at First Baptist 
Church, Monticello, was offi-
cially recognized as the Arkan-
sas Baptist News (ABN) 2015 
Father of the Year during the 
June 14 worship service at First 
Baptist.

“It’s a very humbling honor 
to receive,” said Jones, who is 
vice chancellor for finance and 
administration at the Univer-
sity of Arkansas at Monticello 
and is temporarily serving as 
interim chancellor of the uni-
versity.

Jones was nominated by his 
21-year-old son, Brooks Jones, 
a member of Central Baptist 
Church, Jonesboro, and a stu-
dent at Arkansas State Uni-
versity, as part of the ABN A 
Tribute to Godly Fathers essay 
contest.

For his nomination essay, 
Brooks Jones submitted a blog 
post he had written in honor 
of his father.

“I believe it (the blog post) 
comes as close as possible 
to communicating just how 
much my father means to me 
as a best friend and the exem-
plification of a man of God,” 
Brooks Jones wrote in an email 
to the ABN.

In his essay, he wrote about 
ways his father has provid-
ed for his family and been a 
godly example. He concluded 
his essay with the statement: 
“When I was a young boy, I 
wanted to be just like Dad. 

Not much has changed.”
In an interview with the 

ABN, Brooks Jones said 
that, in a way, this Father’s 
Day is similar to all the oth-
ers – because his father  
has always “been a special 
dad.”

But this Father’s Day is dif-
ferent in at least one way. 

Jay Jones’ wife, Karyn, said 
her husband had an aortic dis-
section May 1. An aortic dis-
section is a serious condition 
in which there is a tear in the 
wall of the major artery car-
rying blood out of the heart 
(aorta). The family was told he 
probably would not live and 
that if he did, he would be dif-
ferent. 

But despite the poor prog-
nosis, Jay Jones is making a full 
recovery.

“So it (this Father’s Day) is 
more special in that sense,” 
Karyn Jones said. “It’s a cel-
ebration of what God’s done 
because Jay’s ability to be the 
father that he is – and he’s a 
great father – is because of his 
relationship with the Lord. 
And so it’s a celebration of 
God’s faithfulness and how 
it’s shown in his life, not only 
in that he’s here, but the kind 
of father he is.”

Jay Jones’ brother, Kelly 
Jones, who pastors First Bap-
tist Church in Harrisburg, said 
Jay is the one who led him to 
the Lord and has been a role 
model and a mentor.

“Jay is 11 years older than 
me so he’s been like a second 
dad to me, along with my own 

father,” Kelly Jones said. “As a 
father myself, I’ve watched Jay 
and how he parented his kids 
and ask myself, ‘How would 
Jay handle this?’ He’s always 
been a good example to me 
and served as a secondary fa-
ther to my own kids. His rela-
tionship with the Lord is what 
all that stems from – a walk 
with the Lord that is consis-
tent and genuine. He lives up 
to what you think he is. I can’t 
think of a more worthy per-
son, especially with what he’s 
gone through with his health.”

Jay and Karyn Jones have 
four children – two sets of 
twins born 25 months apart. 
Brooks Jones and his sister, 
Jacey Jones, are the older set 
of twins, while Mallory Jones 
and MaryKate Jones are the 
younger set of twins. At one 

point, all four children were in 
diapers at the same time. Now, 
they are all in college at the 
same time. They attend three 
different colleges.

“I think he’s definitely 
one of the most deserving 
people,” Mallory Jones said 
about her father’s selection 
as Father of the Year. “He’s a 
great dad. We’ve learned a lot  
from him. He’s a good exam-
ple for us.”

Jay Jones responded, “(I’m) 
thankful that despite all of the 
inadequacies that you feel as 
a parent, that your children 
feel that way about you is very 
special because … we all have 
shortcomings, but it means an 
awful lot to be recognized de-
spite that.”

Contact Jessica Vanderpool at 
jessica@arkansasbaptist.org.

ABN Father of Year

Jay Jones (center), ABN Father of the Year and deacon at First Baptist Church, 
Monticello, stands on the steps of First Baptist with his family June 14.

Fulton retires from ABSC
LITTLE ROCK – Gary Ful-
ton is retiring from the Ar-
kansas Baptist State Conven-
tion (ABSC) effective July 31 
to serve as missions 
strategist for the Love 
Beyond Borders, AR 
missions organization 
based in West Fork.

Fulton has worked 
at the ABSC for nearly 
16 years. He has served 
in the area of church 
planting, helping start 
churches that minister 
to all types of people, rang-
ing from bikers to cowboys to 
those of various ethnicities, 
among others.

“Only heaven will reveal the 
impact this guy has made for 

the sake of the kingdom here 
in Arkansas,” said Tim Wick-
er, team leader for the ABSC 
church planting team, in an 

email about Fulton’s 
retirement.

Wicker wrote that 
Fulton previously 
served with the In-
ternational Mission 
Board in Central 
America and has con-
tinued leading regular 
mission trips to that 
area. 

“Many ABSC churches have 
gotten their starts in hands-on 
missions on these trips,” Wick-
er wrote.

See FULTON page 13

SUPER SUMMER EXCITEMENT – Junior high students learn the impor-
tance of teamwork during recreation at Super Summer Arkansas, an evange-
listic/discipleship camp sponsored by the Arkansas Baptist State Convention. 
Super Summer is divided into two camps. Super Summer JV, for students who 
have completed sixth through eighth grades, took place June 20-23 and was 
followed by the camp for senior high students, those completing ninth grade 
through graduated seniors, June 23-27. More than 2,700 campers attended, 
and more than 150 churches were represented at both camps combined. Both 
camps were held at Ouachita Baptist University. 

Fulton

See SAME-SEX page 14
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Editorial&Opinion “Always be prepared to give an answer 
to everyone who asks you to give the 

reason for the hope that you have...”
 1 Peter 3:15 (NIV)

the world that we don’t plan 
to redefine God-ordained 
marriage.

Ronnie Floyd’s message to 
messengers and guests Tues-

day morn-
ing, June 
16, as the 
annual 
meeting 
kicked off 
was dead-
on and 
set the 
tone for 
the entire 

convention.
Floyd has used his platform 

as president of the largest 
Protestant denomination in 
the world boldly and effec-
tively and is one of the hard-
est working SBC presidents I 
can recall.

Another significant point 
was Tuesday evening during a 
national call to prayer for the 
next great awakening. 

Led by Floyd and other 
convention leaders, messen-

I f you weren’t in Colum-
bus for the annual meet-

ing of the Southern Baptist 
Convention, you missed a 
significant event in the life 
of  our 
denomina-
tion. 

As a 
young 
church-
man I did 
not attend 
the annual 
gather-
ing, but 
that changed after I started 
my ministry at the Southern 
Baptist Brotherhood Com-
mission.

After attending more than 
20 annual meetings now I 
must admit the Columbus 
gathering was one of the best 
organized and planned an-
nual meetings I have experi-
enced.

I am proud that Southern 
Baptists stood tall, passionate-
ly and compassionately telling 

Southern Baptists stand tall in Ohio

Pressing 
On 

Tim Yarbrough
Phil. 3:14

gers and guests throughout 
the meeting hall prayed, wept 
and passionately called on 
the One True God for revival, 
spiritual awakening and for 
the Lord to heal our broken 
land.

The prayer time was carried 
live on the Internet and via 
Daystar television, sending 
a clear message to the world 
that Southern Baptists care 
and want to see the world rec-
onciled to Jesus Christ.

Another significant part of 
the program came Wednesday 
afternoon during a panel dis-
cussion, “The Supreme Court 
and Same-Sex Marriage: Pre-
paring our Churches.”

In what might be a first 
for the convention, a former 
lesbian, Rosaria Butterfield, 
joined others on the plat-
form to discuss the Church’s 
response to cultural shifts 
towards the legalization of 
same-sex marriage and how 
to go about ministering to 
the lesbian, gay, bisexual and 

The power of forgiveness
pleaded with this young man 
to turn to Jesus, to repent and 
to accept the love and grace 
and forgiveness that is avail-
able to anyone who confesses 
with their mouth that Jesus is 
Lord and 
believes 
in their 
heart that 
God raised 
Him from 
the dead 
(Rom. 
10:9). 

These 
people 
have given us a beautiful 
example of how Christians 
should love and forgive de-
spite the utter tragedy that 
has occurred in their lives. 

A tragedy occurred recently 
in our country. 

Six women and three men, 
including their pastor, were 
murdered in cold blood while 
attending a Bible study at 
their church in South Caro-
lina. 

At the bond hearing, the 
family members of the victims 
stood before the man who 
took their loved ones’ lives 
and gave him their forgive-
ness. 

They showed him a love 
that he did not deserve just 
like God the Father has 
showed each of us a love and 
a forgiveness that we don’t 
deserve by sending His Son 
to die as propitiation, atone-
ment, for our sins. They 

That love could only come 
from God.

Everyone has people in 
their lives who are hard to for-
give. When we are wronged, 
we must think twice before 

falling into 
anger, hate or 
revenge. Our 
God has ex-
tended forgive-
ness, mercy 
and grace for 
all of the sins 
ever com-
mitted as a 
free gift to all 

those who believe and make 
Jesus Lord of their lives. 

To love God, we must love 
our brothers and sisters in 
Christ, as well as those who 

are lost. Expressing God’s 
love to the lost is one of the 
most powerful ways to bring 
them to Christ, and Jesus said 
that loving God’s people is a 
testimony to the world that 
we are His disciples. 

We must extend the same 
grace and mercy to those who 
wrong us that the Father has 
extended to us. 

Even when it feels like we 
can’t possibly love someone, 
remember what love is and 
where it comes from. God is 
love. Love is from God. He 
is our source of life and love. 
Cling to Him and ask Him 
to help you be His hands and 
feet, and love those around 
you, even those who have 
wronged you or those who are 

difficult to love.
“Beloved, let us love one an-

other: for love is of God; and 
every one that loveth is born 
of God, and knoweth God. 
He that loveth not knoweth 
not God; for God is love. In 
this was manifested the love 
of God toward us, because 
that God sent his only begot-
ten Son into the world, that 
we might live through him. 
Herein is love, not that we 
loved God, but that he loved 
us, and sent his Son to be 
the propitiation for our sins. 
Beloved, if God so loved us, 
we ought also to love one an-
other” (1 John 4:7-11, KJV).

Allison Shepard is a member of 
Barton Chapel Baptist Church 
in Tyronza.

Cartoon by Gary Thomas

transgender community. 
Other panelists for the discus-
sion included Albert Mohler 
Jr., president of The Southern 
Baptist Theological Seminary 
in Louisville, Ky.; Ryan Black-
well, pastor of First Baptist 
Church, San Francisco; Matt 
Carter, lead pastor of Austin 
Stone Community Church, 
Austin, Texas, and Russell 
D. Moore, president of the 

Ethics and Religious Liberty 
Commission.

The discussion had numer-
ous high points, but for me it 
was when Butterfield stated, 
“I wasn’t converted out of ho-
mosexuality. I was converted 
out of unbelief.”

As Christians we, too, need 
to trust God can bring re-
vival and awakening in our 
time!

ViewPOint

Allison Shepard 
 Barton Chapel 
Baptist Church  

Tyronza
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Helping children understand salvation

How do we serve? Baptists Ask

M y family moved recently. Many of you are familiar 
with the experiences that accompany such a venture. 

The goodbyes and hellos. The upheaval and resettling. The 
homesickness for familiarity combined with the excitement 
of new opportunities. We have experienced all of those 
and more in the past couple of months. 

Fortunately, many people walked 
alongside us in this transition. Some 
worked at the other end of phone lines 
or across a desk as we sought to make 
arrangements for our new home. Some 
were hired to pack and haul our be-
longings from house to truck, truck to 
house. Others were church members 
helping in any way they could, both 
those whose beloved friendships would 
carry us forward as we said goodbye and those welcoming 
us into new relationships.  

Every person who helped us had a motivation. In some 
cases, the motivation was just to get the job done and move 
on to the next task, with no real thought for accomplishing 
the task well.  

Others truly desired to help us – as they would desire to 
help anyone who needed their assistance – not simply to 
earn their paycheck, but to do their work with pride.  

Finally, there were those who helped us simply out of 
love for us. They worked hard for no compensation other 

than increased fellowship. 
The Lord nudged my heart as I observed those who la-

bored alongside us in this transition, and He reminded me 
that I have fit into each of these categories at some point in 
my life. 

I have worked out of pure love, accomplishing even dis-
tasteful tasks simply because I hungered 
to serve someone dear to my heart. I have 
done my job, whether for pay or as a vol-
unteer, for the purpose of working as unto 
the Lord, completing my responsibilities 
with pride and joy. 

But, I have also been the one to work 
grudgingly, complaining about every detail 
and task. I left those I served feeling like 
an inconvenience, frustrated and discour-

aged rather than cared for. 
Tomorrow, you and I will go into the day with tasks to 

be accomplished. Perhaps we will go to a paying job, per-
haps not. Our day might be planned for us, or we may get 
to choose how we pass the time. 

Whatever the case, we have a choice. We can choose 
to walk through the day in joyful service or in grudging 
complaint. We can assure others that we delight in serving 
them, or we can make them feel like inconveniences. 

I, for one, choose to serve with joy. Will you join me? 
Ann Hibbard is a member of First Baptist Church, Almyra.

I t is safe to say that more than half of all professions of 
faith made by children in Southern Baptist churches 

occur in June, July and August. Vacation Bible school 
(VBS) and children’s camp are long-standing summer tra-
ditions in most churches – ones that are highly effective 
summer traditions that provide a strong venue for evange-
lism. But, evangelizing children must be handled with care. 
Careful explanation and presentation of the gospel com-
bined with good follow-up are a must 
– especially today. Here are some com-
mon misunderstandings of the gospel 
among children and then some basic 
truths to help children avoid confusion.

Children would be led to think, “If 
I say this prayer, I will go to heaven 
when I die.” Too often, the gospel is 
presented as a “magic prayer unto salva-
tion.” There is no “magic prayer” or “model 
prayer” that will save anyone. Sadly, too many 
shameful or biblically ignorant people have 
approached the gospel in this way. Too often, 
it goes something like this. “Raise your hand 
if you want to go to heaven when you die,” 
or, “Raise your hand if you love Jesus and 
you want to join His family.” Then those 
who raise their hands are instructed to repeat 
a prayer that they might or might not understand. This 
method has created a lot of confusion among children, giv-
ing them a false sense of eternal security and an inaccurate 
understanding of salvation.

Children would be led to think, “If I get saved, the pas-
tor – or my teacher – will be proud of me.” Sometimes, 
attempts to encourage children can create a misdirected 
motivation to make a spiritual decision. I have seen pastors 
and church leaders stand in front of a group of children 
and say something like, “This is Trevor. I am so proud of 
Trevor because he gave his life to Jesus! Perhaps you, like 
Trevor, would like to give your life to Jesus too.” Though 
seemingly innocent, this can cause a child to seek affirma-
tion from a pastor or leader, rather than truly seeking a 
relationship with Christ.

Children would be led to think, “These people – the 
pastor, teacher or worker – might be able to put a curse 

on me if I do not do what they are asking.” Today’s 
children often understand God as a “force,” source of 
karma or cosmic energy and believe certain people can 
harness that power. “Oh my goodness, where do they get 
such things?” asks the 30-year VBS teacher. They most 
commonly learn these concepts from cartoons, children’s 
programming and movies on television or the Internet, or 
from video games.

So, then what is the answer? Do we 
evangelize children? Of course we do. I 
am one who was saved a few days before 
I turned 6. The Holy Spirit deals with 
children and draws them to faith in Jesus. 
As we present the gospel to children, it is 
more important than ever to do the fol-
lowing:

(1) Help children understand a biblical 
concept of God. Now, this does not mean that 
we must teach systematic theology to children. 
But, children do need to learn basic concepts 
like, “God made the universe,” “God is per-
fect,” “God loves me,” “God is most strong 
and powerful,” “God is good,” “God punishes 
sin” (sin must be defined), and, “God created 
people to love Him.”

(2) Help children understand a biblical con-
cept of mankind. This includes concepts like, “People are 
made by God,” “God made me,” “People disobey God,” 
“We need God,” “We need to serve God,” “We are sin-
ners,” “All people are not God’s children,” and, “People 
cannot get to heaven by themselves.” 

(3) Help people understand a biblical concept of Jesus 
and reconciliation (don’t use that word). This includes 
concepts like, “Jesus is God’s Son,” “Jesus is perfect,” 
“Jesus loves me,” “Jesus died and rose again,” “Jesus took 
my punishment,” and, “I must turn away from sin, ask 
God to forgive me, allow Jesus to be my Boss and I will be 
in God’s family forever.”

Finally, consider not giving a child a word-for-word “Sin-
ner’s Prayer,” but leading a child to use their own words 
to talk to God. Then ask the child to articulate to you the 
decision they have made.

Eric Ramsey is president of TCWM in Mountainburg.

UncOVered
dish

Ann Hibbard

Gore

L istening to a sermon takes 
a lot of effort and skill be-

cause the listener must be actively 
involved in the process. Church 
members should therefore 
prepare themselves before the 
sermon, focus attentively during 
the sermon and reflect upon the 
sermon afterward.

Before the 
sermon begins, 
a congregation 
should spiritual-
ly prepare itself. 
Church mem-
bers should pray 
that their pastor 
will effectively 
share the sermon 
and that God will give them the 
ability to understand what he 
says. The congregation can also 
physically prepare itself by getting 
good sleep on Saturday night. 

When the sermon begins, lis-
teners should actively focus on 
what the preacher says. Having 
a printed Bible allows listeners 
to read the passage in its proper 
context. Note-taking allows listen-
ers to view the construction and 
flow of the sermon, and it lets 
them see the “big picture.”  

Because critical listening 
requires much concentration, 
listeners can effectively process 
about a 25-35 minute sermon. 
Long sermons cause “listener fa-
tigue,” and the congregation will 
lose focus.

When the sermon is finished, 
listeners should try to jot down 
the main idea of the sermon in 
one sentence. What appears to 
be the preacher’s point? How do 
illustrations, quotes and other 
material aid in understanding 
the point? What does the minis-
ter want the congregation to do 
with what it has heard?

Such reflection will maximize 
the meaning of the sermon and 
minimize any emotional content 
within the sermon. Sermons are 
meant to be thought-provoking, 
not emotional entertainment.  
Upon reflection, listeners should 
search the Scriptures to make 
sure that the sermon is true, and 
they should be willing to ask 
their pastor about any questions 
they might have.

Effective listening is hard work, 
but such listening will enable a 
congregation to learn and grow 
as disciples of Jesus.

Ken Gore is chairman of the 
department of Christian Studies at 
Williams Baptist College.

Answering
his cAll

Eric Ramsey

What is the best way to listen  
to a sermon?
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Letters to the Editor
IMB and the BF&M

Are the changes to the In-
ternational Mission Board 
(IMB) the key to reaching a 
lost world? 

I have never been an IMB 
missionary. However, I was a 
Home Mission Board (now 
North American Mission 
Board) missionary. There was a 
serious problem with mission-
aries saying they agreed with 
the Baptist Faith and Message 
(BF&M), but not standing by 
it in practice. This was in the 
area of baptism being a pre-
requisite to the Lord’s Supper. 
They would often say, “We 
have no creed but the Bible.” 
This is surely true. However, 
someone who differs with us 
drastically from a doctrinal 
standpoint can say that they 
agree with the Bible.

The BF&M is not bind-

ing on any local autonomous 
Baptist church. However, it is 
normative and an appropriate 
guideline for missionary ap-
pointment. Further, I believe 
some mandatory follow-up 
questions are appropriate. No 
legitimate missionary candi-
date will hesitate to answer. 
This will help insure that 
they really do agree with the 
BF&M.

Bill Chambers
Newport

We are born with a sex 

Gays and liberals say they’re 
just keeping up with the world 
by making same-sex marriages 
legal, but the Republic of Ire-
land is the only country to 
have passed such a law (Letter 
written prior to U.S. legaliza-
tion of same-sex marriage).

As for “sex change” opera-
tions – which by the way are 
funded by the federal and state 
governments – here are facts.

Before babies can be told 
(differentiated) from boys or 
girls, they have mostly male or 
female hormones, which will 
decide their sex. Mutilating 
their bodies can’t change that.

Yet the law says they’ve got 
to use the wrong restrooms.

Nick Nixon
Charleston 

Planting the Baptist way 

I want to commend the 
South Side Baptist Church 
in Pine Bluff for doing mis-
sions and church planting the 
historic Baptist way and, I be-
lieve, the biblical way. Accord-
ing to the June 18, 2015, issue 
of the Arkansas Baptist News,  

they sponsored a church plant 
that eventually led to an au-
tonomous independent local 
church instead of establishing 
a “second campus.” The trend 
of churches starting multiple 
campuses to me is a departure 
from historic Baptist eccle-
siology. It really amounts to 
an Episcopal type of church 
government not much differ-
ent from the Methodists and 
Episcopalians. They have sev-
eral congregations with several 
pastors with a bishop over 
them. No doubt some church 
plants have to remain in a mis-
sion status under the supervi-
sion and support of a mother 
church for a long period of 
time, but the ultimate goal is 
for them to become self-sup-
porting autonomous churches.

Jimmy A. Millikin
Marion

Church must speak love, gospel in LGBT debate

Ronnie Floyd (left), president of the Southern Baptist Convention (SBC), leads an SBC Presidential Panel on “The Supreme Court 
and Same-Sex Marriage: Preparing Our Churches for the Future” in Columbus, Ohio.  Photo by Caleb Yarbrough

Caleb Yarbrough
Arkansas Baptist News

COLUMBUS, Ohio – “Mar-
riage is the molecular nucleus 
of civilization. … If you rede-
fine marriage, eventually you 
are going to have to redefine 
everything else,” said R. Albert 
Mohler Jr., president of The 
Southern Baptist Theological 
Seminary in Louisville, Ky., 
during a panel discussion at 
the Southern Baptist Conven-
tion (SBC) Annual Meeting.

The panel was hosted by 
SBC President Ronnie Floyd, 
pastor of Cross Church in 
northwest Arkansas, who said 
it was intended to be a re-
source helping churches better 
understand and biblically ad-
dress cultural shifts toward the 
legalization of same-sex mar-
riage, how to go about minis-
tering to the lesbian, gay, bisex-
ual and transgender (LGBT) 
community and the immense 
role of religious liberty.

Panelists included Mohler; 
Rosaria Butterfield, author, 
former lesbian and current 
pastor’s wife; Ryan Blackwell, 
pastor of First Baptist Church, 
San Francisco; Matt Carter, 
lead pastor of Austin Stone 
Community Church, Austin, 
Texas, and Russell D. Moore, 
president of the Ethics and Re-
ligious Liberty Commission.

Christians should not 
panic but instead “have a very 
clearheaded, convictional and 

compassionate understand-
ing of the challenges we face,” 
said Mohler. “And we need to 
recognize that religious liberty 
is something that is central to 
our understanding of what it 
means to be made in the image 
of God and what it means to 
love our neighbors.”

Mohler said religious liberty 
is key to preserving the rights 
of both Christians and those 
who are opposed to the Chris-
tian worldview. He said that 
Christians must be prepared 
to lose the social and cultural 
“capital” that used to innately 
accompany a traditional Chris-
tian worldview.

Carter said he and the 
leaders of his church attempt 
to teach their congregation 
to “pursue” members of the 
LGBT community the same 
way they would anyone who is 
lost and in need of the gospel.

“These people are not our 
enemy. Satan is our enemy. 
These are people that des-
perately need the blood and 
the love of Jesus Christ,” said 
Carter.

Carter said pastors should 
teach their churches John 
8. He said Jesus’ interaction 
with the woman the Pharisees 
caught in adultery is to first 
react with love, empathy and 
forgiveness and then secondly 
to call her to repentance.

“The LGBT community is 
a real community; it’s really in 
each other’s lives, and in con-

trast, often the Christian com-
munity looks very bounded 
and guarded, very rule driven, 
very inaccessible,” said Butter-
field. “It has often seemed that 
Christians have grown com-
fortable with a starvation diet 
of community, and it’s hard 
for starving people to have a 
meal.”

Butterfield said Christians 
must become less protective of 
their time and allow God to 
use them to provide a loving 
community and safe place for 
LGBT individuals to connect 
and be ministered to.

“Don’t underestimate the 

power of genuinely loving peo-
ple with a sense of fervency 
and consistency and honesty,” 
she said. “We’re going to speak 
the truth in love, but we’ve got 
to show up to do it.”

Blackwell told those in at-
tendance that the next decade 
will be trying for Christians 
and that they must have “cour-
age” and operate “out of an 
identity which is firmly in the 
love of Christ.”

He said pastors must teach 
their churches “a robust un-
derstanding of biblical sexu-
ality” and to listen to their 
neighbors. 

“Our churches should be 
the safest places to have con-
versations about same-sex at-
traction,” Blackwell said.

Moore said one of the most 
important things churches can 
do to better reach the LGBT 
community is to revive public 
testimony within worship ser-
vices.

“We need the whole body 
bearing one another up,” said 
Moore.

Contact Caleb Yarbrough at 
caleb@arkansasbaptist.org. This 
story was compiled from Arkansas 
Baptist News and Baptist Press 
reports.

OBU names 
search team
ARKADELPHIA – Jay 
Heflin, chairman of the 
Ouachita board of trust-
ees, has appointed the 
university’s presidential 
search committee.

Members will be re-
sponsible for recommend-
ing a successor to Ouachi-
ta President Rex Horne, 
who has resigned. The full 
board will be responsible 
for electing the new presi-
dent.

Gene Whisenhunt, 
immediate past chairman 
of the Ouachita board of 
trustees and 1983 alum-
nus, has been named 
chairman of the search 
committee. 

SBC AnnuAl Meeting
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COME FOR THE
NEXT 3 YEARS,
PREPARE FOR
THE NEXT 30.
Ministry leaders are facing challenges previous
generations could not imagine. Midwestern Seminary’s
nationally-ranked degree programs are innovative,
affordable, and available fully online.
Apply today at mbts.edu/apply

@MBTS   |   MBTS.EDU   |   816-414-3733   |   KANSAS CITY, MO

UNDERGRADUATE      GRADUATE      DOCTORAL      ONLINE

Christ-centered Higher Education
At Dallas Baptist University, integrating faith and learning is at 
the heart of what we do because it is the heart of who we are.

With 71 undergraduate majors, 27 master’s degrees, and two 
doctoral degrees, DBU’s Christ-centered education prepares 
students to be servant leaders with the skills and knowledge 
necessary to impact the world—all to the glory of God. 

Learn more about DBU
by visiting www.dbu.edu

or calling 1-800-460-1328.

continued from page one
MESSAGE

“I believe if the 59 presi-
dents who have preceded me 
could speak to us in this hour, 
… they would declare to us 
that we are living right now 
in our most defining hour as 
Southern Baptists,” he said. 

Citing Romans 13:11 to 
declare it a “kairos” moment, 
Floyd described a season 
“fixed by a sovereign God as a 
true moment of destiny.”

From Is-
lamic mili-
tants’ sav-
agery and 
the horrors 
of human 
traf f icking 
to the void 
of religious 
liberty that 
wrongly im-
prisons be-
lievers like 
Saeed Abe-
dini in Iran, 
Floyd ap-
pealed for Christians to heed 
the warning of the German 
Pastor Dietrich Bonhoeffer. 
Quoting from “The Cost of 
Discipleship,” Floyd said the 
opponent of the Nazi move-
ment was right in saying, “Si-
lence in the face of evil is itself 
evil: God will not hold us guilt-
less. Not to speak is to speak. 
Not to act is to act.”

With 153 million orphans 
worldwide, a seventh of the 
world living in extreme pov-
erty, 750 million lacking clean 
water, continuing natural di-
sasters and the global economy 
hanging in the balance, Floyd 
said the world not only is 
dangerous, but living without 
hope.

Racism, abortion & marriage
He called on Christ-follow-

ers to decry all racism and 
prejudice, as well as callous-
ness over the estimated 57 mil-

lion babies 
killed since 
the 1973 Su-
preme Court 
ruling on 
abortion.

He under-
scored South-
ern Baptists’ 
belief that 
God created 
all people 
for His glory, 
“that human-
ity’s bear-
ing of God’s 

image is not contingent upon 
one’s skin color.” Abortion, 
meanwhile, remains “a glar-
ing desecration of the unborn 
child’s purpose and value,” he 
said, urging vigilance on behalf 
of all human life and dignity 
from the womb to the tomb.

“Now we await the outcome 
of the next possible Supreme 
Court ruling (same-sex mar-

riage legalized June 26) that 
could alter our nation’s belief 
and practice on traditional 
and biblical marriage, but also 
our historic commitment to re-
ligious liberty for all people,” 
Floyd said, calling it a water-
shed moment potentially fuel-
ing “the already sweeping wild-
fire of the sexual revolution” 
beyond “anyone’s control lo-
cally, statewide, nationally and 
globally.”

He appealed to Southern 
Baptists to love all people 
“even if they are struggling 
with same-sex attraction or 
adultery or anything else,” 
aware that “we are all sinners 
in need of the Lord’s help and 
grace.”

Since neither the Supreme 
Court nor the culture is the 
final authority, Floyd insisted 
that he and thousands of pas-
tors in the nation refuse to 
officiate any same-sex unions. 
Advocating freedom of reli-
gion, Floyd said Christians in 
America must stand for that 
priority, knowing it promotes 
the common good of the na-
tion and the world.

Local churches
Instead of advancing as 

leaders, Floyd said many 
churches are sleeping or fight-
ing, affected by indifference or 
internal debate.

The fellowship of the 
Southern Baptist family is 
challenged by a mindset that 

believes “combat against one 
another is some valiant, spiri-
tualized effort,” Floyd said. 
“We need to be careful not to 
chase after secondary matters 
that end up in the weeds of 
suspicion, skepticism, criticism 
and cynicism about one anoth-
er,” he said, calling on leaders 
to refuse such carnal actions 
by operating relationally from 
Matthew 18.

Instead of shrinking back 
in timidity and fearfulness, 
Floyd appealed for leadership 
that “believes and stands” on 
the promises of God’s Word, 
pointing to the Lord’s words 
in Revelation 3:7-8 that “I 
have placed before you an 
open door that no one is able 
to close.”

“When other denomina-
tions and leaders are begin-
ning to relax their message to 
be more politically correct, will 

we rise up in faithfulness to be-
lieve and stand on His Word 
and for Jesus’ Name?” Floyd 
asked. “There is not one gov-
ernment, one Supreme Court, 
one court case, one editorial, 
one commentator, one liberal, 
one conservative, one world 
leader, one politician, one 
radical group, one demon or 
one of anything that can shut 
the doors Jesus Himself has 
opened for us.”

Not only is Jesus the Door 
to salvation, Floyd reminded, 
but He is the Overseer of all 
doors. 

“Stop seeing all the trends 
and events as obstacles for us 
and the gospel,” he insisted. 
“These are things that God 
will turn into open doors for 
the gospel.”

Read more about Floyd’s presi-
dential message at arkansasbap-
tist.org/floydmessage.

Ronnie Floyd gives the president’s message 
during the Southern Baptist Convention 
Annual Meeting.

SBC AnnuAl Meeting
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SBC WRAP

A resolution on the “pub-
lic witness on marriage” called 
the Supreme Court to “up-
hold the right of the citizens to 
define marriage as exclusively 
the union of one man and one 
woman.” Southern Baptists 
will not waver in their defense 
of traditional marriage regard-
less of how the court rules, the 
resolution said.

A presidential panel discus-
sion addressed ways churches 
can prepare for continuing 
challenges to biblical sexual 
morality. Panelists included 
Russell Moore, president of 
the Ethics and Religious Lib-
erty Commission (ERLC); R. 
Albert Mohler Jr., president of 
Southern Baptist Theological 
Seminary, and Rosaria But-
terfield, a former lesbian who 
is now a pastor’s wife and de-
fender of traditional marriage.

Religious liberty
To help combat global reli-

gious persecution, the ERLC 
announced the opening of an 
international religious free-
dom office in the Mideast and 
appointed Travis Wussow of 
Austin, Texas, as director of 

international justice and reli-
gious liberty. 

Barronelle Stutzman, a 
Washington state florist held 
liable by her state’s govern-
ment for refusing to provide 
flowers for a same-sex wed-
ding, received a standing ova-
tion when she was introduced 
during the ERLC report. 
Naghmeh Abedini, wife of a 
U.S. pastor imprisoned in Iran 
for his Christian faith, briefly 
addressed the SBC Pastors’ 
Conference June 15 and spoke 

at the Pastors’ Wives Confer-
ence. Floyd asked God specifi-
cally for Saeed Abedini’s re-
lease during the convention’s 
evening of prayer.

Two resolutions spotlighted 
religious persecution, with one 
pledging prayer for “the perse-
cuted church worldwide” and 
the other specifically denounc-
ing religious persecution and 
human rights violations in 
North Korea. The marriage 
resolution said that “the re-
ligious liberty of individual 
citizens or institutions should 
not be infringed as a result of 
believing or living according to 
the biblical definition of mar-
riage.”

Ethnic diversity
Messengers received a re-

port from the SBC Executive 
Committee (EC) reviewing 
the convention’s progress on 
racial reconciliation between 
1995-2015. A motion from 
the floor to commend the EC 
for its work was adopted, and 
a resolution pledged messen-
gers’ rededication to the work 
of racial reconciliation.

The Committee on Nomi-
nations elected for the coming 
year is the most diverse in the 
SBC’s history, with 27 percent 
of members coming from eth-

nic and minority groups, re-
ported Bryan Smith, chair of 
the Committee on Commit-
tees.

Missionary celebration
At the joint North Ameri-

can Mission Board (NAMB)-
International Mission Board 
(IMB) Church and Mission 
Sending Celebration, messen-
gers were introduced to doz-
ens of North American and 
international missionaries in a 
video presentation, then gath-

ered around them to pray and 
offered an ovation of support.

In other matters:
– IMB President David Platt 

denied reports that a new per-
sonnel policy enacted by IMB 
lowers standards for missionar-
ies. Platt said the policy seeks 
to align the IMB’s require-
ments with the Baptist Faith 
and Message and does not sig-

nal a shift in practice relat-
ed to speaking in tongues 
or divorce among other 
missionary qualifications. 
Messengers did not ask 
Platt any questions despite 
media reports that some 
planned to voice concerns 
about the revised person-
nel policy.

– NAMB President 
Kevin Ezell reported 985 
church starts in 2014, a 
5 percent increase from 
the previous year. Some 
58 percent of last year’s 
church plants were non-
Anglo, he said.

– Messengers amended 
an EC recommendation 
that would have allowed 
the messengers present at 
any session of an SBC An-

nual Meeting to constitute a 
quorum. As amended, the EC 
recommendation maintains 
the current SBC Bylaw 35 defi-
nition of a quorum as “a mini-
mum of 25 percent of those 
duly registered and seated mes-
sengers.”

– An EC recommendation 
was approved to change the 
name of Golden Gate Baptist 
Theological Seminary to Gate-
way Seminary of the Southern 
Baptist Convention. During 
the first-ever joint report of the 

six SBC seminaries, Golden 
Gate reported that the reloca-
tion of its primary campus to 
Southern California should be 
complete by summer 2016.

– Messengers approved 
an EC recommendation to 
amend NAMB’s ministry as-
signment, enabling the con-
vention’s entity charged with 
facilitating North American 
missions to “provide special-
ized, defined and agreed upon 
assistance to the IMB in assist-
ing churches to plant churches 
for specific groups outside the 
United States and Canada.” 
EC leaders said in February 
that the possibility of military 
chaplains facing religious lib-
erty constraints in their minis-
try to troops overseas was a key 
factor in the recommendation.

– Woman’s Missionary 
Union (WMU) elected Linda 
Cooper of Bowling Green, Ky., 
as president during the mis-
sions auxiliary’s Missions Cel-
ebration and Annual Meeting, 
June 14-15. Cooper, a member 
of Forest Park Baptist Church, 
will replace Debby Akerman, 
who has served as president 
for five years.

– Crossover, the annual 
evangelistic blitz preceding 
the annual meeting, yielded 
at least 4,950 gospel conversa-
tions and 345 professions of 
faith, according to organizers.

– Nine resolutions ad-
dressed pornography, the 
sanctity of human life and the 
Cooperative Program, among 
other subjects (See related 
story, Page 9).

Compiled from Baptist Press 
and Arkansas Baptist News re-
ports.

J.D. “Sonny” Tucker, executive director of the Arkansas Baptist State Convention, reads Scripture during the afternoon session of 
the Southern Baptist Convention Annual Meeting June 17. Photo by Caleb Yarbrough

Thousands join together during a time of prayer and worship at the Greater Columbus 
Convention Center June 16. Photo by Caleb Yarbrough

SBC AnnuAl Meeting

Humility, intimacy 
urged at Pastors’ 
Conference
COLUMBUS, Ohio (BP) 
– Pastors and churches 
must humble themselves 
and pursue a closer walk 
with God if they want to 
experience His peace, joy 
and purpose, speakers said 
at the 2015 Southern Bap-
tist Pastors’ Conference in 
its first two sessions June 
14-15.

The conference, fo-
cusing on the theme He 
Must Increase from John 
the Baptist’s statement in 
John 3:30, preceded the 
Southern Baptist Con-
vention’s annual meeting 
at the Greater Columbus 
Convention Center.

Speakers in the Sun-
day evening and Monday 
morning sessions includ-
ed: Dean Fulks, lead pas-
tor of LifePoint Church in 
Columbus, Ohio; Russell 
Moore, president of the 
Southern Baptist Con-
vention (SBC) Ethics and 
Religious Liberty Commis-
sion; Ted Traylor, pastor 
of Olive Baptist Church 
in Pensacola, Fla.; Vance 
Pitman, pastor of Hope 
Church in Las Vegas; 
Drew Landry, senior pas-
tor of Spotswood Baptist 
Church in Fredericksburg, 
Va., and David Uth, pastor 
of First Baptist Church in 
Orlando, Fla.
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Steve Bailey, of Calvary Baptist Church, Osceola, and director of missions for the 
Mississippi County Baptist Association in Blytheville, speaks to his motion in 
Columbus, Ohio. Photo by Caleb Yarbrough

10 motions offered in Columbus
COLUMBUS, Ohio (BP) – 
Messengers proposed 10 mo-
tions during the Southern 
Baptist Convention’s (SBC) 
June 16-17 annual meeting. 
All but one were referred to 
Southern Baptist entities or 
ruled out of order.

By a show of ballots, mes-
sengers approved a motion 
by Alan Cross from Gateway 
Baptist Church in Montgom-
ery, Ala., that messengers 
commend the SBC Executive 
Committee’s “Review of the 
Southern Baptist Conven-
tion’s Progress on Racial Rec-
onciliation, 1995-2015.” The 
Executive Committee review 
was published in the SBC 
Daily Bulletin, Part 2, during 
the annual meeting.

Messengers also voted by 
a show of ballots to refer two 
motions to the SBC Executive 
Committee for consideration 
and to be reported on during 
the 2016 annual meeting in St. 
Louis:

– A motion by Steve Bailey 
of Calvary Baptist Church, 
Osceola, for the SBC to 
amend its bylaws to require 
that those who nominate SBC 
officers report the percentage 

of funds given to the Coopera-
tive Program by the nominee’s 
church (see related story, Page 
10).

– A motion by Tim Bar-
nette of Faith Baptist Church 
in Faith, N.C., requesting that 
the SBC amend its bylaws to 
enable messengers to hear 
from those nominated to serve 
as SBC officers.

Three other motions were 
automatically referred to SBC 
entities for consideration, as 
directed by SBC bylaws:

– A motion by Ben Chan-
dler of First Baptist Church, 
Ashville, Ala., that the Execu-
tive Committee and all SBC 
entities take a “stand in our 
culture for the truth and lead 
the way to repair the moral 
fabric of America, by using 
all means possible, including 
the media.” The motion was 
referred to the Executive Com-
mittee and all SBC entities.

– A motion by Leroy Cole 
of Bethany Baptist Church, 
Andalusia, Ala., that a shuttle 
service be provided for mes-
sengers to the SBC Annual 
Meeting and that the SBC 
president survey messengers 
as to whether they would use 

such a service. The motion was 
referred to the Executive Com-
mittee.

– A motion by Jason Lozier 
and Chad Stebelton of First 
Baptist Church, Ashville, 
Ohio, that the SBC establish a 
program to help churches and 
associations start or improve 
men’s ministries both nation-
ally and globally. The motion 
was referred to LifeWay Chris-
tian Resources.

Four motions were ruled 
out of order:

– A motion by Wiley Drake 
of First Southern Baptist 
Church and Messianic Fel-
lowship in Buena Park, Calif., 
to ask SBC President Ronnie 
Floyd to run for president of 
the United States in the 2016 
election, ruled out of order be-
cause it “is outside the scope 
of the convention’s affairs and 
can violate the convention’s 
tax-exempt status.”

– Another motion by Drake 
requesting that Floyd verbalize 
a particular prayer promoted 
by the Family Research Coun-
cil, a pro-family group based in 
Washington, D.C., ruled out 
of order because it “is outside 
the convention’s authority to 

interfere with the language of 
anyone’s personal prayer.”

– A motion by David 
Roberts of Sunrise Baptist 
Church, Midland, Mich., that 
the North American Mission 
Board, the International Mis-
sion Board and LifeWay Chris-
tian Resources find a way to 
financially support Southern 
Baptist campus ministers. The 
motion was ruled out of order 
because it directed, rather 
than requested, an action by 
SBC entities.

– A motion by Mike Scott 
of Faith Baptist Church, 
Iron Station, N.C., calling 
Southern Baptists to boycott 
Zondervan and Thomas Nel-
son publishers because they 
are owned by Harper Collins, 
which publishes such books  
as a “Satanic Bible” and “The 
Joy of Gay Sex.” The motion 
was ruled as out of order be-
cause it was in the form of a 
resolution and was not submit-
ted to the SBC Resolutions 
Committee.

Resolutions pull broad consensus of messengers
COLUMBUS, Ohio – Mes-
sengers to the 2015 Southern 
Baptist Convention (SBC) ad-
opted nine resolutions –  some 
on culturally divisive issues – 
with almost no opposition.

Steve Gaines, senior pastor 
of Bellevue Bapitst Church in 
Cordova, Tenn., a suburb of 
Memphis, served as chairman 
of the SBC Resolutions Com-
mittee.

The approved resolutions:
– Urged the Supreme Court 

in its decision this summer to 
affirm the right of citizens to 
limit marriage to a male-female 
union, reasserted the SBC’s 
belief in the biblical view of 
marriage no matter how the 
justices rule and called for reli-
gious freedom for individuals 
and organizations who consci-
entiously object to same-sex 
marriage. 

– Called for SBC churches 
and entities to work toward 
racial and ethnic diversity in 
their leaders and encouraged 
Southern Baptists to be “faith-
ful ambassadors of reconcilia-
tion.”

– Affirmed the sanctity of 

human life “at all stages of 
development” and exhorted 
Southern Baptists to seek “the 
repeal of unjust laws and in-
humane practices that degrade 
human life.”

– Denounced all religious 
persecution and called for 
Southern Baptists to pray for 
persecuted Christians during 
personal times and corporate 
worship.

– Appealed to the North 
Korean government to respect 
human rights and urged the 
U.S. government to pressure 
North Korea to recognize the 
religious freedom of its citi-
zens.

– Expressed grief over the 
destructive impact of pornog-
raphy and affirmed the power 
of the gospel of Jesus to deliv-
er those who have committed 
sexual immorality.

– Pledged a commitment by 
Southern Baptists to seek God 
and to pray that He would 
bring revival.

– Expressed gratitude to 
God upon the 90th anniver-
sary of the Cooperative Pro-
gram for His leadership in its 

establishment and encouraged 
Southern Baptist churches to 
consider increases in their giv-
ing through it.

– Thanked God and all 
those who helped with this 
year’s meeting.

Messengers approved 
amendments to three of the 

resolutions presented by the 
committee. All those changes 
were welcomed by the commit-
tee as friendly amendments.

Other members of the 
Reso lut ions  Commit -
tee joined Gaines at the 
platform. They included 
Jay F. Shell, a member of  

West Baptist Church in Bates-
ville.

Read the complete text of all 
resolutions at arkansasbaptist.
org/SBCresolutions2015, as well 
as additional coverage of the con-
vention. This article was complet-
ed from Baptist Press and Arkan-
sas Baptist News reports.

Ark. Baptists named to SBC boards, agencies
COLUMBUS, Ohio (BP) – 
Arkansas Baptists are included 
among those elected to serve 
on various Southern Baptist 
Convention (SBC) denomi-
national boards, agencies and 
seminaries by the messengers 
to the annual meeting of the 
Southern Baptist Conven-
tion June 16-17 in Columbus, 
Ohio.

The nominations were se-
lected and announced May 1 
by the 2015 SBC Committee 
on Nominations. They in-
cluded:

SBC Executive Commit-
tee: Elected to a term to expire 
in 2019 replacing a member 
ineligible for re-election was 

Clay Hallmark, pastor, First 
Baptist Church, Marion. Hall-
mark replaces Jay F. Shell, of 
Batesville. 

International Mission 
Board: Elected to a term to 
expire in 2019 replacing a 
trustee ineligible for re-elec-
tion was Lisa A. Lovell, a lay-
person and member of First 
Baptist Church, Fayetteville. 
She replaces Stuart Bell, of 
Centerton. Elected to a term 
to expire in 2018 was Richard 
L. Avey, associate pastor of 
missions and outreach, First 
Baptist Church, Cabot. Avey 
replaces Matt Pearson, who 
resigned. Elected to a second 
term was Don McDonald, of 

Fort Smith.
North American Mission 

Board: Elected to a term to ex-
pire in 2019, replacing a trust-
ee ineligible for re-election, 
was Noe Garcia, collegiate pas-
tor, Cross Church, Fayetteville. 
Garcia replaces Ronald L. 
(Ronnie) Toon, of Batesville.

LifeWay Christian Re-
sources: Elected to a second 
term was Wayne G. Story of 
Springdale.

Ethics and Religious Lib-
erty Commission: Elected to 
a term to expire in 2017 was B. 
Todd Howard, pastor, Watson 
Chapel Baptist Church, Pine 
Bluff. Howard replaces Rich-
ard D. Piles, who resigned.
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Tanner Hickman, of Mid-America Baptist Theological Seminary (left), shares a laugh 
with Mark Thompson, pastor of First Baptist Church, Hughes, in the exhibit hall of 
the Southern Baptist Convention Annual Meeting in Columbus, Ohio.

Floyd, SBC presidents take 
traditional marriage stand
COLUMBUS, Ohio – The 
current and 16 former South-
ern Baptist Convention presi-
dents released a statement 
on biblical marriage and the 
national implications of same-
sex marriage in a June 17 news 
conference prior to the con-
cluding sessions of the SBC 
Annual Meeting in Colum-
bus, Ohio.

SBC President Ronnie 
Floyd moderated the news 
conference, attended by eight 
of the former presidents.

The full statement follows:
As Southern Baptist Chris-

tians, we are committed to 
Biblical faith and ethics. As 
a result, this body of Believ-
ers stands on the authority of 
Scripture and God's Truth as 
central to our lives.

What the Bible says about 
marriage is clear, definitive 
and unchanging. We affirm 
biblical, traditional, natural 
marriage as the uniting of one 
man and one woman in cov-
enant commitment for a life-
time. The Scriptures' teaching 
on marriage is not negotiable. 

We stake our lives upon the 
Word of God and the testi-
mony of Jesus.

Consequently, we will not 
accept, nor adhere to, any 
legal redefinition of marriage 
issued by any political or judi-
cial body including the Unit-
ed States Supreme Court. We 
will not recognize same-sex 
"marriages", our churches will 
not host same-sex ceremonies, 
and we will not perform such 
ceremonies.

While we affirm our love 
for all people, including those 
struggling with same-sex at-
traction, we cannot and will 
not affirm the moral accept-
ability of homosexual be-
havior or any behavior that 
deviates from God's design 
for marriage. We also believe 
religious freedom is at stake 
within this critical issue – that 
our first duty is to love and 
obey God, not man.

Therefore, we strongly en-
courage all Southern Baptist 
pastors, leaders, educators, 
and churches to openly reject 
any mandated legal definition 

of marriage and to use their 
influence to affirm God's de-
sign for life and relationships. 
As the nation's largest non-
Catholic denomination with 
over 16 million members, we 
stake our very lives and future 
on the Truth of God's Word.

We also join together to 
support those who stand for 
natural marriage in the corpo-
rate world, the marketplace, 
education, entertainment, 
media and elsewhere with our 
prayers and influence, and re-
sources.

Former SBC presidents 
signing the statement are Bai-
ley E. Smith, 1981-82; James T. 
Draper Jr., 1983-84; Charles F. 
Stanley, 1985-86; Jerry Vines, 
1989-90; Morris H. Chapman, 
1991-92; H. Edwin Young, 
1993-94; James B. Henry, 
1995-96; Tom Elliff, 1997-98; 
Paige Patterson, 1999-2000; 
James Merritt, 2001-02; Jack 
Graham, 2003-04; Bobby 
Welch, 2005-06; Frank S. Page, 
2007-08; Johnny M. Hunt, 
2009-10; Bryant Wright, 2011-
12; and Fred Luter, 2013-14.

SBC pastors’ wives hear 
plea from Naghmeh Abedini
Lisa Falknor
Arkansas Baptist News

COLUMBUS, Ohio – Nagh-
meh Abedini said that since 
her husband is being silenced, 
she wants to be a voice for the 
gospel.

Since 2012, American Pas-
tor Saeed Abedini has been 
serving an eight-year prison 
sentence in Iran because of 
his Christian faith. It’s one of 
the worst prisons in the world, 
his wife said: “In three days, 
they’ve executed 50 people.”

Naghmeh Abedini spoke 
with Jeana Floyd, wife of 
Southern Baptist Convention 
(SBC) President Ronnie Floyd, 
at the Pastors’ Wives Confer-
ence in Columbus, Ohio, at 
the Hyatt Hotel June 15.

“What’s the most recent 
communication you’ve had 
with Saeed?” asked Jeana 
Floyd.

“I haven’t seen him for 
three years,” Naghmeh Abe-
dini said. “His dad visits him 
every week, and that’s how I 
know that even though they’re 
beating him and sending him 
to solitary confinement, he’s 
leading people to Christ; so 
they exiled him to a new pris-
on.”

If she returns to Iran, the 
government threatened she 
won’t be able to see her hus-
band, but instead would be 
placed in an Iranian women’s 
prison, she told Floyd at the 
conference.  

While speaking before Con-
gress June 2, she said she was 
able to share Christ, calling 

their family’s suffering a “plat-
form.”

“Saeed told me, ‘One day 
God will use me to reach mil-
lions of Muslims.’ ‘You’re over 
thinking this,’ I told him.” 

The crowd laughed.
Many already know her 

international Christian testi-
mony to Muslims on behalf 
of Saeed – how she spoke at 
the United Nations address-
ing people and ambassadors of 
100 countries, a move which 
surprised her. 

“In case you don’t know, 
the United Nations has to in-
vite you to speak,” she said. “It 
has to be a door opened by the 
Lord.” 

In addition, she shared 
the gospel on the BBC, Farsi 
broadcasted Iranian news 
media with an audience of 
more than 50 million.

Today, she’s in airports “all 
the time” with “no more care-
free days.”

“I’m gathering support,” 
she told 600 ministers’ wives 
from across the nation. “It 
brings more awareness and 
keeps his story alive.”

Though the rigors of trav-
el separate her from her two 
young children, she believes 
her testimony will put pressure 
on government officials and 
bring needed prayer support.

Her latest Twitter feed 
shows an update: “Praise God! 
Thank you for your prayers: 
House OKs resolution urging 
Iran to release jailed Ameri-
cans.”

Lisa Falknor is northwest cor-
respondent for the ABN.

Ark. Baptists to serve on Nominations Committee
COLUMBUS, Ohio (BP) – 
Jerry Byrum, of the The Sum-
mit Church, North Little 
Rock, and Stephen Davis, of 
First Baptist Church, Russell-
ville, are among 68 Southern 
Baptists from 34 state Baptist 
conventions elected to serve 

on the 2015-16 Southern Bap-
tist Convention (SBC) Com-
mittee on Nominations.

The Committee on Nomi-
nations will nominate people 
to serve on the SBC's boards, 
commissions and committees. 
They will present their report 

to the 2016 SBC Annual Meet-
ing in St. Louis. The commit-
tee, announced during the 
June 16-17 SBC Annual Meet-
ing in Columbus, Ohio, is 
made up of two people from 
each state convention, with at 
least one layperson.

Bailey wants CP percentage of nominees known
COLUMBUS, Ohio – Steve 
Bailey, member of Calvary 
Baptist Church, Osceola, and 
associational missionary for 
the Mississippi County Baptist 
Association, Blytheville, made 
a motion during the Southern 
Baptist Convention (SBC) 
Annual Meeting to change 
convention bylaws requiring 
nominees for SBC president 
and vice president to “include 
in his nominating speech what 
percentage of that nominee’s 
church budget was given to the 
Cooperative Program.”

Bailey asked that his motion 
be voted on by the messengers 
in attendance rather than be 
passed along to be reviewed 

by an SBC committee. Bailey, 
said he had brought the same 
motion forward at the past two 
annual meetings only to have 
it referred to a committee and 
never brought publicly in front 
of the convention.

"I made this motion three 
years ago and didn't get any-
where," Bailey said. "I made 
it last year and was ruled out 
of order. I made it this year. 
I think the convention would 
like to know how our elected 
officials support the Coopera-
tive Program on a percentage 
level."

Bailey said the reason he 
would like to see the conven-
tion require nominees to dis-

close their churches’ giving 
percentage is that he feels a 
total dollar amount does not 
fairly represent the commit-
ment of giving across the full 
spectrum of SBC churches, 
small and large. “A surpris-
ing number of our presidents 
don’t give 10 percent, and 
that is why they don’t want 
the motion to come out,” said 
Bailey. “I know some churches 
… give like $700,000 to the 
Cooperative Program. Well, a 
lot of our churches don’t even 
take in $700,000. So the only 
even playing field is to go by 
percentages. A lot of smaller 
churches give 10 percent,” he 
said.

SBC AnnuAl Meeting
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with the Southern Baptist 
pastors’ wives and hearing the 
speaker,” said Betty Gail Jones. 
“They always have a knock-it-
out-of-the-park speaker.”

Cross Church
Doug Sarv-

er, minister 
of global mis-
sions at Cross 
Church in 
northwest Ar-
kansas, attend-
ed with his 
wife, Karen.

Karen Sarv-
er said her hus-
band arrived 
earlier in the 
week to Co-
lumbus, while 
she came in 
time to help 
with Crossover 
Columbus.

“Every year, whatever city 
the convention is in, churches 
in that city invite the Southern 
Baptist Convention to come 
and do mission projects and 
other local mission efforts to 
help churches to grow,” said 
Doug Sarver, adding this year 
the couple and Cross Church 
members assisted in block par-
ties, church planting and fes-
tivals strengthening both new 
church plants and existing 
churches. 

Evangelist Travis Young
Travis Young, staff evange-

list with Tom Cox World Min-
istries, Mountainburg, said he 
was inspired.

“The preaching totally in-
spires me to be on mission not 
just in the U.S., but globally. 
I’ll do 150 talks this year, so I 
have to get refueled. I also en-
gage 500-600 pastors and share 
my platform at the Conference 
of Southern Baptist Evange-
lists’ booth,” he said.

Young added that he had 
“drained his bank account 
to come to the convention” 
and was attending “by faith.” 
Young said that he had unex-
pectedly received the Freddie 
Gage scholarship for new evan-
gelists, which provided him 
with $1,000.    

NWA students, churches
“We are from the Cross 

Church college department 
– called ‘C3’ – from the Fay-
etteville campus,” said student 
group leader Laura Ashley 
Turner. “We’re here working 

on service projects throughout 
the week serving the citizens in 
this community.”

Lori McDaniel, pastor’s 
wife at Grace Point Church – 
a church plant in Bentonville 
– and global mission catalyst 
at the International Mission 
Board, spoke at the SBC Pas-
tors’ Wives Conference at the 
Hyatt Hotel Ballroom June 

15. “Paul 
r e a s o n e d 
every day in 
the market-
place to talk 
to whom-
ever hap-
pened to be 
there,” she 
told around 
600 minis-
ters’ wives. 
“We need 
to change 
our think-
ing from, 
‘Someone 
else is on 
mission,’ to, 

‘I am on mission.’”

ABSC team members 
Arkansas Baptist State Con-

vention (ABSC) missions team 
member Breck Freeman said 
he came to the convention to 
coordinate with eight other 
state convention leaders to 
plan volunteer mission proj-
ects for the Mississippi River 
Ministry. 

“We’re looking at how 
to better reach more peo-
ple and seeing how best 
we can serve Arkansas 
Baptists,” he said.

Terry Bostick, team 
leader for the ABSC evan-
gelism and church health 
team, told the Arkansas 
Democrat-Gazette that, as 
usual, the meeting was 
part business, part wor-
ship, part rally and part 
family reunion. 

Bostick said he liked 
this year’s meeting better 
than others he’s attended: 
“A lot less business, a lot 
more heart for prayer and 
revival.”

Other Arkansas Baptists 
Aaron Rodgers, college pas-

tor at Grand Avenue Baptist 
Church, Fort Smith, brought 
21 students to participate in 
ForColumbus. Hundreds of 
students across the nation par-
ticipated in the 10-day mission 
and project outreach to the 
city from June 7-17.

Royce Sweatman, a mes-
senger from Trinity Baptist 
Church, Harrison, said he’s 

been to the annual meeting 
about 25 times “or so.” 

“I’m excited about the con-
vention this year,” he said. 
“We’re at a crucial point in the 
life of Southern Baptists. I see 
a decline, and it scares me. If 
we don’t refocus, we’re going 
to die. Today I come because I 
want to hear how we can reach 
the next generation.”

Arkansas State University 
students Kaitlyn Stockert, 
her sister Callie Stockert and 
Anna Elliott visited the Ohio 
State University coffee shop 
at the campus student union 
June 15 as part of the ForCo-
lumbus collegiate ministry 
outreach. The three students 
representing Arkansas State 
participated in spiritual sur-
veys on campus and shared the 
gospel.

“The convention has been 
very uplifting already,” said 
Dwight Crowley, pastor of 
Everton Baptist Church, 
Everton. “I’ve come here with 
prayer concerns. I’ve been 
concerned about the direction 
we’ve been headed. But, Dr. 
(Ronnie) Floyd (SBC Presi-
dent) is a man of prayer, and 
he’s led us to be men of prayer. 
I think it’s made a change in 
the convention and will con-
tinue to do so as we begin to 
see souls saved as a result of 
this prayer ministry.”

Susie and Jeff Thompson of 
First Baptist Church, Green-

wood, attended with their 
son, Hunter. Jeff Thompson 
is associational missionary for 
Concord Baptist Association, 
Fort Smith. Susie and Hunter 
Thompson served as messen-
gers for First Baptist, Green-
wood.

Hunter Thompson said the 
2015 annual meeting was “en-
couraging and invigorating.” 

“I’m optimistic about where 
we’re headed – our direction,” 
he said. “We’re still too white, 
but we’re getting back to tak-

ing intentional steps toward 
(changing) that. The guys we 
have in leadership are acces-
sible, transparent and honest 
without false ‘rah-rah.’ We’ve 
been clear about our state of 
decline and not taking that 
into our own hands.”

Susie Thompson added, “I 
love seeing diversity in the ages 
at the convention (that’s been 
really encouraging). The prayer 
emphasis is awesome.”

“I love hearing the vision for 
new mission strategies,” said 
Jeff Thompson. “Hearing from 
David Platt (president of the 
International Mission Board) 
and Kevin Ezell (president of 
the North American Mission 
Board) both – they’ve got a 
good vi-
sion and a 
good heart 
going. Ron-
nie Floyd is 
just inspi-
rational in 
the call to 
lead, and 
that really 
rang a bell 
for me.” 

Tommy 
M i l l e r , 
pastor of 
Union Val-
ley Baptist 
C h u r c h , 
Beebe, attended with his 
wife, Vickie. The Millers have 
served at Union Valley for 

28 years, seeing it grow 
from an average atten-
dance of 50 to 500.

“This afternoon I 
went to the Ministers’ 
Wives Luncheon, which 
featured Angie Smith as 
guest speaker,” Vickie 
Miller said. Angie Smith 
is a best-selling author 
and wife of Todd Smith, 
lead singer of Selah. 

“She did an excel-
lent job,” she said. “The 
speaker said sometimes 
we feel like we can’t do 
significant things for 
God, but He can still use 
us. Sometimes I feel like 

that. I feel I’m not being used 
by God as a pastor’s wife, but 
God still uses me anyway even 
though I’m not worthy.” 

Following the June 16 con-
ventionwide prayer service led 
by Floyd, who pastors Cross 
Church in northwest Arkan-
sas, Tommy Miller said, “You 
could just sense the emotion. 
People were on their face be-
fore God, tears shed. I thought 
it was awesome!”

“Dr. Floyd is going in the 
right direction,” he added. 

“What we need the most we 
emphasize the least. We’re not 
going to see a move of God 
come apart from prayer.” 

Jeff Estes, pastor of First 
Baptist Church, Morrilton, 
attended the annual meeting 
with his wife and family. 

Estes also noted the mov-
ing call to prayer for the next 
great awakening service: 
“I’m thrilled that we prayed 
last night. That needs to be 
the norm. The missions and 
prayer emphasis has been in-
credible. I’ve never felt such a 
presence of God.”

He pointed to the diversi-
ty of people at recent annual 
meeting sites.

“When you’re in places like 
Columbus 
and Balti-
more, you 
see ethnic 
groups so 
highly rep-
re s en ted . 
That’s who 
we are as 
be l iever s . 
The church 
looks like 
that espe-
cially if you 
go farther 
north to 
the con-
vention.”

His wife, Cherie, agreed.
“It’s exciting and thrilling to 

see (the different ethnic groups 
represented) because that’s 
what the kingdom of God is 
about,” said Cherie Estes.

She added that she’s excit-
ed about the North American 
Mission Board and the Inter-
national Mission Board work-
ing together.

Rachel Estes, 14, said she 
enjoys attending the annual 
meeting with her family.

“Our whole family comes 
to the convention. This is my 
fourth year. I actually love it 
better than youth camp – and 
I love youth camp – because 
most everyone here is in the 
ministry.”

Brad Morgan, student pas-
tor at First Baptist Church, 
Morrilton, attended the joint 
IMB-NAMB commissioning 
service June 17.

“They showed several mis-
sionaries they’re sending out. 
We got to see the country and 
where the sending church is 
sending them and background 
information. Then, we prayed 
for them and commissioned 
them to go, and it was really 
touching.”

Compiled from reporting by the 
Arkansas Baptist News staff.

Jamar Andrews, teaching pastor at Central 
Baptist Church, Jonesboro’s Word Campus.

Johnny Hutchison, senior pastor of Highland Drive 
Baptist Church, Jonesboro.

Eric Howerton, pastor of First Baptist Church, 
Greenland, with wife, Sue.

SBC AnnuAl Meeting
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C l a s s i f i e d s
  PASTOR

Armorel Baptist Church is renewing 
search for full-time pastor. Please sub-
mit resumes, CDs or websites for review.  
Pastor Search Committee, linda@Armorelbc.
com.  

First Baptist Church of Tool, Texas, is 
prayerfully seeking an experienced, full-
time Southern Baptist pastor. Send 
resume to  Pastor Search Committee, 1001 
N. Tool Drive, Tool, TX 75143 or email to 
vicki@fbctool.com, 903-432-2711, www.
fbctool.com.   

Exciting Bee Branch Baptist Church is 
prayerfully seeking resumes for full-time 
pastor. A country church in the heart of 
fishing and hunting mecca needing a pastor 
to lead us in winning community for Christ.  
Resumes to Pastor Search Committee, 1758 
Waller Road, Bee Branch, AR 72013 or 
jwall439@gmail.com.   

Fellowship Baptist Church, Oak Grove 
Community, Converse, La., is seeking a full-
time pastor. Please send resumes to Pas-
tor Search Committee, 124 Fellowship Circle, 
Converse, LA 71419 or email to fellowship-
baptistchurch124@gmail.com. 

Needed: full-time pastor. Send 

resume to: Union Baptist Church, c/o 
JoAnne Greer, 649 Armer Road, El Dorado, 
AR 71730. www.ubceldorado.net. Email: 
unionbaptistchurch1@yahoo.com.

Pleasant Hill Baptist Church, 6470 AR 
Highway 89S, Cabot, AR 72023, seeking 
bi-vocational pastor. Average Sunday 
morning worship, 90-100. (SBC). Mail re-
sumes to church or email to Gerry@capital-
mortgage.org.

Mullins Station Baptist Church in Mem-
phis, Tenn., is searching for a bi-voca-
tional pastor. Please email resume and 
either an audio CD or website address with 
link to view a sample sermon to susan@
msbcmemphis.org.

Is God calling you to rural Missouri? First 
Baptist Church, Gainesville, Mo., is seeking 
a full-time pastor.  Please send resume 
with internet link/CD/DVD of sample ser-
mons to pastor search committee, P.O. Box 
627, Gainesville, MO 65655 or email to 
bjnn.kiger@gmail.com. Telephone: 417-
989-0469.

Bigelow Baptist Church is prayerfully 
seeking to fill the position of pastor.  Email 
resumes to brandonrakridge@gmail.com.  

First Baptist Church, El Dorado, is 
prayerfully seeking to fill the position of 

senior pastor. Email resumes to fbcel-
dorado201@gmail.com or mail to Pastor 
Search Committee, 100 E. Peach St., Suite 
350, El Dorado, AR  71730.    

Reynolds Baptist Church, Little Rock, is a 
small church in search of a bi-vocational 
pastor. Mail inquiries to Reynolds Bap-
tist Church, 7111 Fourche Dam Pike, Little 
Rock, AR 72206, Attn: Pastor Search Com-
mittee. 

New Hope Baptist Church in Jay, Okla., 
is prayerfully seeking a full-time pas-
tor. Please send resumes to newhope-
baptistjay@gmail.com.

  OTHER STAFF POSITIONS

First Baptist, Ward, is seeking a part-
time youth minister. Send resumes to 
Dr. Mike Montalbano, P.O. Box 240, Ward, 
AR 72176 or email us at mpmontalbano@
gmail.com.

Desire to serve as worship leader 
and/or pianist on Interim basis or 
as needed. Also available for women’s 
conferences, youth events, special events 
and revivals.  Brenda Doty: 870.926.9935.

First Baptist Church, White Hall, is seek-
ing a full-time minister to children 

and preschool. Send resumes to paul@
fbcwhitehall.com or Children Search Team, 
P.O. Box 20307, White Hall, AR 71612-0307.    

First Baptist Church of DeWitt is search-
ing for a bi-vocational music minister. 
Responsibilities include leading worship and 
choir. Please submit resumes for FBC-DeWitt, 
322 W. First St., DeWitt, AR 72042 or brojim-
myalbrecht@yahoo.com. 

The North Central Baptist Association is 
prayerfully accepting resumes for an as-
sociational missionary. Resumes will 
be accepted until Aug. 1, and they can be 
mailed to the attention of the search com-
mittee at 268 Main St., Clinton, AR 72031. 
For more information, please email Chair-
man Billy Reece at billytreece@hotmail.
com.  

Southern Heights Baptist Church is cur-
rently seeking both a full-time youth 
pastor and a full-time worship 
leader. Resumes may be sent to shbc@
windstream.net or to 279 Highway 221 S., 
Berryville, AR 72616.

Union Valley Baptist Church of Beebe is 
seeking a full-time minister of music 
to lead our blended worship services. Lo-
cated in central Arkansas, Union Valley has 
an average worship attendance of 500. This 

individual will be responsible for direct-
ing adult and youth choirs, as well as the 
praise band. Send resume to timsparks@
centurytel.net.

  MISCELLANEOUS 

Maintenance position available.  
Must have experience in light mainte-
nance and carpentry skills.  Full-time.  
$12-$14 per hour depending on experi-
ence.  Some benefits. Call 501-296-9193.  

Davis Church Pew Upholstery, 
30-plus years experience. Melton and 
Sandra Davis, Quitman, Miss.,  601-776-
6617.

Submit your classified ad 
at arkansasbaptist.org/

submit-a-classified

Church life
Central Baptist Church, 

Magnolia, will host the second 
of three joint summer Sunday 
night services for Arkansas 
Baptist churches in the Mag-
nolia area on July 12. Rugged 
Cross Cowboy Church, Mag-
nolia,  hosted the first service 
in June. Immanuel Baptist 
Church, Magnolia, will host 
the last service on Aug. 2. Each 
service is at 6 p.m. and will be 
followed by a fellowship meal 
as part of the emphasis.

Trinity Baptist Associa-
tion’s women’s retreat will be 
held July 31-Aug. 1 at Cedar 
Glade Baptist Encampment, 
Imboden. Deadline to register 
is July 23. For more informa-
tion, call 870-483-2300. 

Hot Springs Baptist 

On the move
Bruce Venable is serving as 

pastor of First Baptist Church, 
Jonesboro.

Matt Cullum began serving 
July 1 on the staff of First Bap-
tist Church, Lepanto, as wor-
ship and youth pastor. 

Church, Hot Springs, will 
partner with three other Hot 
Springs churches – First Bap-
tist Church, Pleasant Hill Bap-
tist Church and One Refuge 
Church – to share the love 
of Christ in the community 
through Mission Hot Springs.  
About 700 volunteers are ex-
pected to participate in teams 
in various mission projects 
July 6-10. A celebration service 
will be held at 7 p.m. July 10 at 
First Baptist Church.

BENTON BLOCK PARTY – Salem Baptist Church in Benton and Cross Points 
Baptist Church, a church plant in Paragould, partnered to reach out to the Benton 
community by holding a block party May 30. Twenty-five new prospects were 
identified by the churches.

501-376-4791, ext. 5161

Advertise 
with the ABN!

501-376-4791, ext. 5153
jeanie@arkansasbaptist.org  

Send us your 
church news!

• Anniversaries
• Noteburnings
• Revivals
• Event recaps/photos
• Etc.
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Oxford Baptist’s annual 
Biker Sunday unites bikers
OXFORD – Oxford Baptist Church hosted its 17th annual 
Biker Sunday June 14. Fifteen motorcycle riders and several 
cars gathered at Salem City Park before the service to make 
the ride to church together. Nearly 40 bikers attended the 
morning worship service and the fellowship lunch that fol-
lowed. 

Warner Allen, a traveling evangelist who has been a part 
of the church’s biker ministry since its formation, was the 
guest speaker. His message, “Where art Thou,” was taken 
from Genesis 3.

“Allen brought a stirring message,” said Michael Conyers, 
pastor of Oxford Baptist. “He reminded us that regardless of 
who we are or what walk of life we are from, there is only one 
way to be saved – Jesus Christ. The weather prevented many 
from attending, … but there was still a sweet spirit.”

Janet and Ronnie Yancey, a husband and wife duo and 
members of Oxford Baptist, came up with the idea for their 
church to have Biker Sunday. With help and support from 
Allen, Conyers and their church family, the couple has con-
tinued to coordinate the event every year since, encouraging 
their fellow members to “get outside the church doors.”

While most of the bikers who attend are from other areas 
and churches, Janet Yancey believes that the bond of Chris-
tian brotherhood brings unity to the group. 

“(They are) some of the greatest people you will ever meet 
in your life,” she said. “You know (all Christians) are broth-
ers and sisters in Christ, but they are truly brothers and 
sisters. … In this day in age, (that is) rare.” 

Oxford Baptist hopes to expand their biker ministry in 
the future by initiating a fall mission trip, said Conyers. 
Because veteran bikers make up the majority of attendees, 
the church also wants to develop outreach strategies to get 
younger riders involved.

“We are planning an overnight ride to a mission field, yet 
to be determined, (to) perform a variety of ministries focused 
primarily on evangelism,” explained Conyers. “We have a 
desire to partner with Allen and the biker ministry to reach 
out to folks often overlooked or neglected.”

WALNUT RIDGE – Begin-
ning this fall, Christopher 
Polachic will join the natural 
sciences faculty at Williams 
Baptist College.

Polachic, a native of Can-
ada, has a doctorate in phys-
ics and received the Queen 
Elizabeth II Doctoral Scholar-
ship twice, and in 2012 and 

2013, he won teaching awards 
at the University of Alberta.  
He has also had re-
search published in sev-
eral scholarly journals  
and is an active mem-
ber of Power to Change  
Ministries, an evangelical cam-
pus program in Canada.

“Chris Polachic is an out-

standing young scholar and 
teacher, and we are extremely 
pleased to have him join our 
faculty,” said Kenneth Startup, 
vice president for academic af-
fairs.

Biology/premedicine is now 
the most popular major at Wil-
liams. Williams is a four-year, 
liberal arts college.

Polachic joins WBC science faculty

LITTLE ROCK – The sum-
mer edition of Arkansas Faith 
& Family magazine, formerly 
Arkansas Christian Parent, will 
soon be available for church-
es and individuals to pick up 
at their local Arkansas Baptist 
associations. A limited num-
ber of the magazines will be 
available on a first-come, first-
served basis at the Arkansas 
Baptist News (ABN) office.

Tim Yarbrough, ABN edi-
tor, said the magazine was 
renamed in order to reach a 
broader audience. It will also 
be published quarterly begin-
ning with this edition.

“Since 2012 when we de-
buted Arkansas Christian Par-
ent, readership of the maga-
zine and use of it in strategic 
outreach has grown,” said Yar-
brough. “However, feedback 
from our readers indicated its 
reach could be broadened to 
a wider audience with a slight 
name change.”

Yarbrough said “Parent” in 
the name tended to limit the 
perceived use of the magazine. 

“Perhaps never before has 
there been a greater need 
for strengthening the fam-
ily through faith in Jesus 
Christ,” he said. “We urge 
churches not only to provide 
Arkansas Faith & Family to 
their members, but to also 
use it for strategic outreach in  

New family magazine debuts this summer

Oxford Baptist Church, Oxford, held its 17th annual Biker Sunday June 14.

continued from page 3
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their communities.”
Since its debut in October 

2012, more than 100,000 cop-

ies of the family magazine have 
been distributed throughout 
Arkansas. 

The new issue includes top-
ics such as choosing faith over 
fear, dealing with busyness, 
creating meaningful family 

meals, setting boundaries that 
lead to fulfillment, cultivating 
friendships of motherhood 
and more.

Contributing writers in-
clude Garrick Conner, dis-
cipleship pastor at Park Hill 
Baptist Church in North 
Little Rock; Matt Hubbard, 
lead student pastor at Im-
manuel Baptist Church in 
Little Rock; Ben Phillips, Ar-
kansas Baptist State Conven-
tion evangelism and church 
health team member, and 
Detra Thomas, of Fort Smith, 
who co-founded A Heart for 
Home Ministries with her 
husband.

“Be sure to contact your 
association to reserve copies 
of Arkansas Faith & Family 

today,” said Yarbrough. “Don’t 
forget to share it throughout 
your community. It exists to 
serve both believers and non-
believers and can be placed 
in businesses around town, as 
well as in churches.”

Fulton said he has enjoyed 
his time at the ABSC and 
knows working there was his 
calling for those 16 years. 

“I have no doubt that was 
where I was supposed to be for 
those 16 years doing church 
planting, especially in Hispan-
ic work,” he said. “It was excit-
ing to do the Hispanic work, 
and we have seen it grow in 
leaps and bounds.”

He said he has worked with 
four team leaders, two execu-
tive directors and multiple 
church planter strategists dur-
ing his time at the convention 
and that it has been a “bless-
ing” to work with all of them. 
Now, he and his wife, Susan, 
are excited about serving with 
Love Beyond Borders, AR.

“My wife and I sense God’s 

call to this ministry and believe 
this is where God has us at this 
time in our lives,” he said.

Fulton said Love Beyond 
Borders, AR focuses on reach-
ing people with the gospel, 
planting churches, training 
church leaders and equipping 
church planters. In doing this, 
the organization will utilize 
teams from U.S. churches, 
giving them experience and 
training in missions. The or-
ganization’s primary focus is 
the Latin world, and its slogan 
is: “a call to take Christ’s love 
beyond national and cultural 
borders,” said Fulton, who 
added that  the organization’s 
board is made up of laymen 
and ministers from ABSC 
churches.

“It is with sadness that we 
will lose Gary from the ABSC 
church planting team, but 
with gladness that we rejoice 
with him in his continued mis-
sions work,” Wicker wrote.
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GUION – On an average Sunday, 
Guion Baptist Church runs 12-15 
in attendance. When word reached 
Calvary Baptist Odessa, Odessa, 
Mo., that the small church could use 
a helping hand with some repairs, 
they took action. A mission trip was 
planned, and a 12-member team 
crossed the state line to serve Guion 
Baptist June 5-9.

“The (mission) team painted the 
fellowship hall and Sunday school 
classrooms inside the building. Out-
side the building, they painted and 
repaired the front door steps that 
were dangerously crumbling,” ex-
plained Johnny Conyers, pastor of 
Guion Baptist. 

The church was established in 
1935, and while it has been remod-
eled and updated throughout the 
years, the basic structure is still en-
closed in the outer shell.

While the purpose of the event was 
“to help a small church with some 
much needed paint and repairs,” the 
interaction between the two groups 
left an impact on more than Guion 
Baptist’s facilities, Conyers said. The 
visiting team led revival services each 
night with Larry Neil, pastor of Cal-
vary Baptist, serving as the evangelist.

“Lasting friendships were made as 
the group worked together, making 
a sweet fellowship as they labored to-
gether for the Lord,” explained Cony-

ers. “Many were revived as a result 
of the Spirit-led proclaiming of the 
Word of God.”

Neil agreed that the mission expe-
rience was equally as meaningful for 
his team.

“Each time we go on a trip it helps 
us in our relationships, helps us to 
build relationships among the team 
members,” he said. “Then when 
we come back, sharing testimonies 
and sharing pictures … in a service, 
it helps the whole church and gives 
encouragement. This weekend we 
are going to do some mission work 
in our own community, and that 
helped in preparing some people for 
this.”

Out-of-state church ministers to Guion Baptist

JIM LAGRONE, member 
of Imman-
uel Baptist 
Church, Little 
Rock, recently 
accepted a 
position as 
a field repre-
sentative for 
Arkansas with 
the Billy Gra-
ham Evange-

listic Association (BGEA).
Lagrone served with 

the Arkansas Baptist State 
Convention in the 1980s 
and more recently as pas-
tor of First Baptist Church, 
Little Rock. He currently 
serves as a church consultant  
and plans to continue doing 
so.

As a field representative, 
he  said he will assist churches 
that want to know more about 
BGEA’s My Hope initiative, 
which is a “national initiative 
to encourage and equip the 

local church to proclaim the 
gospel of Jesus Christ.” My 
Hope has been used in about 
60 countries.

He said his job is to build 
a team to help local churches 
and groups develop a strategy 
for their areas.

“Reaping requires sowing. 
We will provide resources 
and suggestions to encourage 
and equip the local church to 
plan, prepare and host an ef-
fective evangelistic outreach,” 

 said Lagrone.
He explained how he 

came to be a field repre-
sentative with BGEA, say-
ing he was consulting with a  
church in New Hampshire 
when he met a representative 
from BGEA.

“We struck up a conversa-
tion, and he said (to) send 
him a resume and we will see 
what happens. He sent it to 
the regional director in Hous-
ton. He sent it to Arkansas,”  

Lagrone said.
Unknown to Lagrone, the 

former Arkansas field repre-
sentative had recently resigned, 
creating an opening on the 
staff in Arkansas. 

“I took the position offered 
to me, and I am quite excited 
to be directly involved with this 
evangelism,” Lagrone said.

For more information about 
My Hope, contact Lagrone at 
501-626-4548 or JLagrone@ 
BillyGraham.org.

Lagrone accepts position as field representative with BGEA
Repair work is done on Guion Baptist Church, Guion.

Lagrone
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opinion, just as he did in the 
court’s previous three major 
homosexual-rights cases dating 
since 1996, the AP reported. 
The decision came on the an-
niversary of two of those ear-
lier decisions.

“No union is more pro-
found than marriage,” Kenne-
dy wrote, joined by the court’s 
four more liberal justices. Two 
of the sitting Supreme Court 
justices, Ruth Ginsburg and 
Elena Kagan, have publicly 
advocated same-sex marriage 
by performing ceremonies 

while the case was pending be-
fore the justices, according to 
media reports.

The court ruling will not 
take effect immediately be-
cause the court gives the losing 
side roughly three weeks to ask 
for reconsideration, according 
to AP. But some state officials 
and county clerks might de-
cide there is little risk in issu-
ing marriage licenses to same-
sex couples.

The cases before the court 
involved laws from Kentucky, 
Michigan, Ohio and Ten-
nessee that define marriage 
as the union of a man and a 
woman. Those states have 
not allowed same-sex couples 

to marry within their borders 
and they also have refused to 
recognize valid marriages from 
elsewhere.

Just two years ago, the Su-
preme Court struck down part 
of the federal anti-gay marriage 
law that denied a range of gov-
ernment benefits to legally 
married same-sex couples.

The decision in United 
States v. Windsor did not 
address the validity of state 
marriage bans, but courts 
across the country, with few 
exceptions, said its logic  
compelled them to invali-
date state laws that prohib-
ited gay and lesbian couples  
from marrying.

Collegians’ ‘ForColumbus’ aims for long-term impact
COLUMBUS, Ohio (BP) – 
The millennial generation 
doesn’t always have the best 
reputation, and they know 
it. When Jon Shah, pastor of 
H2O Church on Ohio State 
University’s campus, asked 
a group of collegians partici-
pating in ForColumbus how 
they thought people perceived 
them, they answered with 
terms like “lazy,” “impatient,” 
“entitled” and “emotional.”

“I don’t actually believe 
that,” Shah said. “I believe 
they are made for a grand pur-
pose, and nobody has invited 
them to it.

“They have no idea what 
it is, and when the gospel 
gets ahold of someone’s life 
and they believe it, they get 
touched with the purpose they 
were made for.”

ForColumbus, a new col-
legiate 10-day extension of 
Crossover, placed 500-plus 
collegians around the city June 

7-17. Students from across the 
Southeast, Arizona, Ohio 
and Quebec, Canada, have 
engaged in city beautification 
initiatives, people group map-
ping, prayer walking, evange-
lism at Ohio State and creat-
ing gardens in abandoned lots 
in underresourced areas.

Lynn Loyd, missions consul-
tant for the Arkansas Baptist 
State Convention collegiate 
and young leaders team, said 
in an interview prior to the 
event that several groups of 
Arkansas students were plan-
ning to attend.

“ForColumbus is an op-
portunity for Arkansas college 
students to experience church 
planting in an urban setting 
and to get a big picture of how 
we, as Southern Baptists, do 
ministry, through exposure to 
the Southern Baptist Conven-
tion,” Loyd said. 

Students and their leaders 
were challenged to have at least 

three gospel conversations 
with residents while working 
on their projects each day.

For Rebecca Fountain, a 
recent Western Kentucky Uni-
versity graduate who will start 
her graduate program at Mur-

ray State University this fall, it 
was her first mission trip.

“Before ForColumbus, I was 
not intentional about sharing 
the gospel,” Fountain said. “I 
was really nervous, at first, to 
initiate gospel conversations, 

but that was something local 
leaders taught us well – how to 
be intentional and mindful of 
ways to share the gospel in ev-
eryday conversations. I can say 
I feel really comfortable doing 
that now.”
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Howard Kisor
Russellville 

“One way!” 
That’s what the sign said, but I didn’t 

see it in my hurry to get to the Bible con-
ference. I had taken a wrong turn in an 
unfamiliar city. We had just moved to 
Chicago, and I was 
a little Missouri boy 
from a small, rural 
community with a 
population of 85 
blessed saints. The 
blue lights that ap-
peared in my rear-
view mirror alerted 
me of my mistake. 

“Not from here are 
you?” were the officer’s 
first words. 

“No sir, we just moved 
here, and I am on my way 
to our associational build-
ing on Madison Street,” I 
replied.

“Well, lets get you 
straightened around and 
going in the right direc-
tion,” he said.

This is what John is try-
ing to do in 1 John 5:1-12! There had 
been some incorrect theology being dis-
tributed to the churches of Asia Minor. 
Three different groups, who had se-
ceded from the Church because of a 
disagreement over the humanity and 
divinity of Christ, were teaching false 
doctrine. The Judaizers, the Docetists 

and the followers of Cerinthus had 
been challenging Christ’s divinity and 
humanity among the believers.

The false doctrines that were taught 
by these false teachers insinuated that 

more than an ac-
ceptance of Jesus 
as the Son of God 
was necessary for 
true salvation. 
That’s why we see 
John declaring 
that the belief in 
Jesus as the Son of 
God was the only 

way to salvation. In almost 
every verse in this passage, 
we see Jesus declared as 
the only begotten Son of 
God. 

In defense of this doc-
trine of Jesus’ humanity 
and divinity, John uses a 
legal requirement from 
the Old Testament neces-
sary to attest to authentic-
ity. He gives not one, but 
three witnesses to attest to 

the fact that Jesus is the Son of God. 
The witnesses are the water, the blood 
and the Spirit. While theologians today 
debate the meaning and application of 
these witnesses, John felt them to be 
sufficient in his day to refute the false 
teachings of these apostate groups. Jesus 
is the one and only Way!   

ing to his people. Remember Egypt. 
Remember bondage. Remember the 
clouds and the sea. Remember. Re-
member. Then commit. “Choose you 
this day” (Josh. 24:15) is probably one 

of the most well-
known phrases 
from Scripture. 
Joshua not only 
demands a com-
mitment of words, 
but also he de-
mands a physi-
cal marker to be 

raised.
In Joshua 24:26, a large 

stone is set up. The stone 
is in the way, literally. It is 
something people will see 
and walk past. They will 
remind each other why 
the stone is there – like 
a wedding ring reminds 
a married person of the 
spouse he or she loves 
each time he or she sees 
the ring. 

Joshua warned his people against 
being lulled into the ways of the new 
land and relapsing into the habits of 
Egypt. 

There is danger in falling into past 
habits, as well as racing into the fu-
ture. Joshua’s words in verse 15 echo 
through time to us: “Choose you this 
day whom ye will serve.” 

Mary Kisor
Russellville 

Have you every tried to peel an 
onion? The first layer is usually thinner 
than the following layers, and at times 
you’re not sure when one layer ends 
and the other begins. That is what the 
Book of Revelation is like because “to 
reveal” means “to 
peel back one layer 
at a time.”

I have always 
heard that this 
Book was the rev-
elation of John 
when in reality, it 
is the Revelation of 
Jesus to John. The aging 
apostle was on the isle of 
Patmos under arrest when 
this vision from God came 
to him. John describes 
himself as the “doulos,” 
which means “slave or 
bondservant.” This spe-
cial message was from the 
Master to be shared with 
all of the churches in Asia 
Minor and elsewhere. 
Jesus owns His people just 
as surely as He owns His Revelation.

The phrase “what must soon take 
place” (Rev. 1:1) gives us a time frame 
for the Revelation and must be under-
stood from the perspective of heaven. 
God’s timetable is not our timetable. 

2 Peter 3:8 states, “That with the 
Lord one day is as a thousand years, 

and a thousand years as one day.” 
Therefore, what is to take place ac-

cording to heaven’s timetable is going 
to happen soon.

The message given to John reflects 
the prediction of the angels at the as-

cension of Christ 
in Acts 1:11, that 
Jesus would return 
in the clouds in 
the same manner 
He had left this 
earth, except this 
time His return 
would be seen by 

everyone. This return will 
reveal the guilt of all those 
who oppose Him, for He 
returns as the conquering 
King of kings and Lord of 
lords. His judgments and 
rewards are with Him at 
His return.

Lastly, we see that the 
witness of the Spirit au-
thenticates this message 
in its completed form of 
seven (Rev. 1:4). Seven 

is a sign of completion that we see 
through out the Book of Revelation. 
For further verification of the author-
ship of this Revelation, Revelation 1:8 
settles the matter with the “Alpha and 
Omega” confirmation. This is the Rev-
elation of Jesus the Son of the Most 
High God.

Jonah is one of my favorite Books. 
Every child loves the story of the fish 
and the fellow who fled. As an adult, 
I continue to enjoy thinking about 
that wonderful illustration of God’s 
power and mercy. There were some 
things I wondered 
about once I was 
older. Why did the 
Ninevites repent 
immediately? Re-
cently, I learned 
that prior to God 
sending Jonah to 
them, there had 
been earthquakes, eclipses 
and plagues in Nineveh. 
Those are documented in 
secular history. Those peo-
ple knew they were under 
judgment. 

In Jonah 1, when God 
called Jonah to go, Jonah 
said, “No.” In fact, Jonah 
ran in the opposite direc-
tion. 

That is often the re-
action many of us have 
when God says, “Go; show mercy to 
the lost.” Nope. Not me. Those folks 
are fat, smelly, ugly and different. I will 
just avoid them. 

God allowed Jonah to run. Jonah got 
a ticket. He got onto a boat. The boat 
set sail. There were three opportunities 
to repent and go do what God asked. 

But nope. Not Jonah. So God took 
drastic action. Poor fish. This wasn’t 
the best meal it ever ate. Disobedience 
hurts not only the disobedient, but 
the bystanders as well. Disobedience 
imprisoned Jonah and made the fish 

sick. Jonah 2 docu-
ments that the fish 
“vomited Jonah 
onto dry land.”

Jonah 3 says 
that when Jonah 
arrived in Nineveh, 
he preached a sim-
ple message: Re-

pent or die. Extreme times 
demanded an extreme 
message. There wasn’t 
time to dress the message 
in flowery language. Be-
cause of the situation of 
the day, because the peo-
ple were seeing the “signs” 
in the world around them, 
they repented. From king 
to pauper, everyone exam-
ined his or her life and re-
sponded. God’s mercy was 

given (Jonah 3:10), just as Jonah had 
known it would be (Jonah 4:2).

Many events around us can be in-
terpreted as apocalyptic. There is one 
thing we can know for sure: Tomorrow 
we will have one less day of life. Know-
ing that, shouldn’t we go and tell the 
good news?

Mary Kisor
Russellville 

Jesus alone
1 John 5:1-12

ExplorE thE BiBlE

JUly 19, 2015
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The children of Israel spent 40 years 
with God in the wilderness; now they 
are about to possess the promises given 
to their ancestors. Before they do, Josh-
ua challenges them to choose life.

Joshua  re -
hearsed for the 
people all of the 
wonders of God’s 
provis ion for 
them. Now he de-
mands that they 
take a stand for 
God. Forty years 
of teaching is about to be 
put to the test. Now the 
people must apply what 
they have seen, heard and 
experienced.

In Joshua 24:14, Joshua 
demands that the worship 
offered must be sincere, 
from the heart. No pew-
sitting, no snoozing com-
fortably against the wall is 
to be tolerated.

Did you ever glance 
around during a really gripping sermon 
and notice someone nodding or play-
ing with his or her phone? Have you 
ever done that yourself? Sometimes I 
catch myself not being involved in the 
worship, and I wonder, “What could 
I possibly be thinking to be so casual 
about my God?”

This is the caution Joshua is present-

Call others to step forward
Joshua 24:14-18, 24-26

BiBlE StudiES for lifE

Jesus’ Revelation
Revelation 1:1-8

ExplorE thE BiBlE

Return to God
Jonah 1:1-3; 3:1-5, 10

BiBlE StudiES for lifE

JUly 12, 2015




