
Unity Baptist Church, 
Paragould, to hold 14 block 

parties across Arkansas.

First Baptist Church, 
Benton, celebrates 175th 

anniversary.
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CONNECT 2011 impacts River Valley
Jessica Vanderpool
Arkansas Baptist News

Although the already sum-
mer-like heat may have tempted 
some to put their feet up in front of 
the tV, a group of 231 participants 
from 23 churches grabbed saws and 
hammers, rakes and mowers, and 
headed into the community to serve 
as part of the CoNNeCt 2011 mis-
sion trip April 8-10.

this is the third year for CoN-
NeCt, which is sponsored by the 
Arkansas Baptist State Convention 

(ABSC) missions support team.
this year, groups ministered 

through Arkansas River Valley Bap-
tist Association churches. the week-
end included times of worship and 
service.

Charity gardner, ABSC missions 
support team member and event co-
ordinator along with team member 
travis McCormick, said the goal 
of the event is to connect students 
with god, other Christians and the 
community.

“We hope that students will walk 
away from CoNNeCt with a vision 

for reaching their communities,” 
said gardner. 

And she said this is happening. 
“three years ago this began as 

a vision, and now we have seen it 
grow to be vital. It is more than just 
a weekend mission trip – it has be-
come a lifestyle as the students re-
turn back to their own communities 
and churches.”

Mike Conyers, pastor at Sulphur 
Rock Baptist Church, Sulphur 
Rock, noted the impact it had on 

See CONNECT page 7

Breanne Goodrum
Ouachita Baptist University

ARKADelPhIA – ouachita Bap-
tist university’s semi-annual tiger 
Serve Day set a spring semester re-
cord with more than 800 students, 

faculty and staff members partici-
pating in the April 2 commu-

nity service blitz. 
tiger Serve Day, spon-

sored by ouachita’s Ben 
M. elrod Center for Fam-

ily and Community, at-
tracted a total of 805 
volunteers serving on 
85 teams and complet-
ing 103 projects for 
individuals, families, 
churches and organi-

zations throughout the 
Arkadelphia and Caddo 

Valley area. Participants 

also reached out to communities in 
little Rock and texarkana as part 
of the student-led service effort. 

“the service culture of ouachita 
was on full display this past 
Saturday,” said elrod 
Center Director Ian 
Cosh, vice president 
of community and 
international engage-
ment. “the large 
numbers of people 
served demonstrates 
that students not only 
enjoy service, but under-
stand that those who are 
served are affirmed by the service 
they receive.” 

this marked the second consecu-
tive tiger Serve Day to exceed 800 
participants, representing more 
than half of ouachita’s student en-
rollment. the fall 2010 tiger Serve 

Day involved a record 920 volun-
teers. 

“one of the values of ouachita 
is to promote a vibrant commu-
nity and to develop the leadership 

character of our students,” 
Cosh said. “We also believe 

that, in order to be a good 
neighbor to our commu-
nity, we have to serve in 
a quality and consistent 
manner, which is why we 

have tiger Serve Day on 
the university calendar each 

semester.”
“tiger Serve Day teams volun-

teer to do jobs including yard work, 
painting, washing cars and home 
cleaning for families and individu-
als throughout the area,” said Judy 
Duvall, assistant director of the 

Ouachita Tiger Serve Day attracts 800 volunteers

See OUACHITA page 2

Tim Yarbrough
Arkansas Baptist News

NoRth lIttle RoCK – Fifty 
baptisms in 13 days. A Billy graham 
Crusade you say? No, it’s a “mercy 
drop” of holy Spirit proportions, ac-
cording to Summit Church pastor 
Bill elliff. 

“It has been real authentic,” 
said elliff of the happenings at the 
church the past several weeks. “Peo-
ple are crying out to the lord.”

As of press time, Summit Church 
is 13 days into what is being called 
“a spontaneous movement of god” 
that started Sunday, April 3, when 
elliff preached on “Quenching the 

holy Spirit” (1 thess. 5:19-22).
During the second service that 

morning, elliff suspended his mes-
sage when a man in the audience 
stood up and said, “We must do 
this right now,” and made an impas-
sioned plea to those gathered for the 
service.

“We went to prayer, and I stood 
by a mic on the floor and just en-
couraged the people to do exactly 
what the Spirit of god was telling 
them,” recounted elliff. “For the 
next three hours there were waves 
of confession, brokenness (and) the 
altar would fill up and groups (were 

50 baptisms in 13 days
Revival erupts at NLR Church

See REVIVAL page 3
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Shelbie Dodson, of Rea Valley Baptist Church, 
Flippin, helps build a back porch.

Summit pastor Bill Elliff, center, listens as men share during the April 13 service. From left, Gary 
Goldman, Mike Wood, Elliff and Keith Runkle. Photo by Guy Lyons

J. L. West, 
Ouachita 
admissions 
counselor
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elrod Center. “Many of our families 
and individuals we worked for this 
year were elderly members of the 
community who could not do the 
work themselves so sending out our 
students and the savings it provided 
was substantial.”

the projects are organized and 
run each semester by a volunteer 
leadership team of 15-20 students. 

“the team handles all the pub-
licity, recruits volunteers, visits and 
records projects to be done on the 
day and buys the tools needed,” 
Duvall said. “Besides handling the 
monetary and organizational aspects 

of the day, we also spend time in 
prayer, praying for volunteers, the 
community and the people in gen-
eral.” 

“there was a lot of hard work 
and effort put into the projects 
this year, and many students came 
out to support the efforts,” said 
leadership team member Rebekah 
Poynor, a sophomore art and psy-
chology major from Aubrey, texas. 
“Participants were pleased with the 
outcomes.”

Duvall said the event has grown 
to such an extent that some request-
ed projects were wait-listed this se-
mester. She said elrod Center staff 
members plan to work with oBu 
volunteers over the next few weeks 
to continue to respond to requests 
for assistance. 

 

A VAN tRANSPoRtINg school-
aged children from the Cedar 
heights Baptist Church, North lit-
tle Rock, day care, to a nearby school 
collided with a vehicle around 8:05 
a.m. April 13. 

Nine children were taken by 
ambulance to the Arkansas Baptist 
Children’s hospital in little Rock, 
according to Charlie Winters, pas-
tor of Cedar heights Baptist. three 
children remained at the hospital 
overnight for observation. 

the van driver, who hit the ve-
hicle because of blinding sunlight, 
was not cited for the accident. the 

day care van was a total loss.
Winters is thankful the majority 

of the injuries are not serious. “With 
the magnitude of the wreck, we are 
so grateful to just have bumps and 
bruises,” he said. “Fortunately, they 
were following all the rules about 
buckling the children into seat belts 
so most of the bruising was from the 
seat belts,” he said.

When Winters arrived on the ac-
cident scene shortly after the crash, 
he said a registered nurse, who was 
nearby, was already at work, triaging 
the injured children. 

“All of the emergency responders 

were phenomenal,” he said.
While at the hospital, Winters 

said he was “blown away” by the at-
titudes of the parents of the injured 
children, most of whom were not 
members of Cedar heights, who 
ministered to the distraught van 
driver and day care workers. “every 
one of those parents became minis-
ters to my workers, consoling them,” 
he said. 

“What I saw was just the grace of 
god on our people and on those 
parents. those parents were just 
supportive and encouraging to my 
staff.”

Winters said he was grateful for 
those who heard about the accident 
through his Facebook posts and 
prayed for the children and work-
ers. “god answered those prayers,” 
he said.

“god is so good,” he said, not-
ing within hours of the crash, he 
received word from Rusty hart, 
Arkansas Baptist State Convention 
(ABSC) Cooperative Program coor-
dinator, that ABSC employees were 
praying. “We appreciated so much 
the support we received from the 
Baptist building. It meant more 
than I can put into words.”

NAShVIlle, tenn. (BP) – In order 
to comply with new safety regula-
tions taking effect in June, churches 
need to replace their nursery cribs, 
which could already pose a danger 
to children and leave churches open 
to liability lawsuits. 

the u.S. Consumer Product 
Safety Commission unanimously 
approved sweeping new safety rules, 
which outlaw drop-side cribs and 
require stronger hardware and sup-
ports. the commission said it is un-
likely that existing cribs will meet 
the new standards.

For years, parents favored drop-
side cribs because they could lower 
the rails on one side to more easily 
lift their children from the cribs. 

Since 2000, drop-side cribs have 
been blamed in the deaths of 32 in-
fants and toddlers and suspected in 
another 14 fatalities. In the past five 
years, more than 9 million drop-side 
cribs have been recalled, and Con-
gress has pushed for stronger crib 
safety rules. 

At issue is malfunctioning hard-
ware, including cheaper plastics or 
assembly problems that can lead to 
the drop-side rail partially detaching 
from the crib. A dangerous “V” like 
gap between the mattress and side 
rail can trap a baby, causing it to 
suffocate or strangle.

Also, as children grow, they can 
apply more force to the crib by shak-
ing it, running around in it or jump-
ing up and down, the Associated 
Press said. to address this, the new 
safety standards affect far more than 
the drop side.

“A crib’s mattress support, slats 
and hardware are now required to 
be more durable, and manufactur-
ers will have to test to more strin-
gent requirements to prove compli-
ance,” the commission said. 

Beginning June 28, all cribs 
manufactured and sold must com-
ply with the new federal standards. 
Some manufacturers, such as 
Church Interiors, which supplies 
cribs purchased through lifeWay 
Christian Stores, already are selling 
cribs that comply with the new stan-
dards.

Child care centers and places 
of public accommodation, which 
include churches, must use only 
compliant cribs that meet the new 
standards by Dec. 28, 2012, the 
commission said. 

until the cribs are replaced, own-
ers are encouraged to check the 
cribs frequently to make sure that 
all hardware is secured tightly and 
that there are no loose, missing or 
broken parts. 

Consumers can check the safety 

Children injured in church van collision

Retired Baptist Workers Officers
The Arkansas Baptist Fellowship of Retired Workers met April 11, at Park Hill Baptist Church, North 
Little Rock. The theme for the event was “Joyful Living.” Officers elected include James Walker of 
Roland (left), first vice president; Sandy Hinkson of Benton (center), secretary; and Ed Hinkson of 
Benton, president. Not pictured, Cliff Hutchins of Jacksonville, second vice president.

Church cribs target of new regulations
commission’s Web site at cpsc.gov 
for companies that have recalled 
their cribs and are providing im-
mobilizers to secure the drop-side 
on cribs. But a drop-side crib, even 
with an immobilizer installed, will 
not meet the new standards.

If a crib was purchased recently, 
the owner can ask the retailer or 
manufacturer whether the crib com-
plies with 16 CFR 1219, the new 
federal standard for full-size cribs, or 
with 16 CFR 1220, the new federal 

standard for non-full-size cribs.
gaelen Cole, a property and 

casualty program manager with 
guideStone Financial Resources, 
said standard insurance policies will 
have coverage for the liability com-
ing from defective products.

“As long as the church has made 
reasonable efforts to remove known 
defective cribs, there should be little 
problem with the church bearing 
the brunt of the negligence,” Cole 
said.

Mission fair in Blytheville
Mission Service Corps (MSC) missionary Ester Garrett, left, of Walnut Ridge, talks with Jonathan 
Smith of Wynne April 9, during the Mississippi County Baptist Association mission fair held at 
First Baptist Church, Blytheville. Twenty-three ministries or churches participated in the event, 
which included a sampling of foods from across Arkansas, North America and the world.
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praying) all over the room.”
A student of revival and prayer 

movements, elliff shared in his mes-
sage that day about the 1858 Noon-
day Prayer Revival in New York City 
led by Jeremiah Calvin lanphier. At 
one point during the 1858 revival, 
said elliff, “10,000 people came 
to Christ every week in New York 
City.”

Pointing to the actions of early 
believers in Acts 4:23-31, elliff said 
followers of Christ should be bold 
witnesses. otherwise, “We hinder 
this movement when we resist god 
… (and) the holy Spirit.” 

elliff pointed to Acts 4:31, which 
reads: “And when they had prayed, 
the place in which they were gath-
ered together was shaken, and they 
were all filled with the holy Spirit 
and continued to speak the Word of 
god with boldness.”

As the April 3 service continued 

Lynda Hollenbeck
Saline Courier

FIRSt BAPtISt ChuRCh, Benton, has reached 
a milestone: the church is marking its 175th an-
niversary.

A two-day celebration was held Saturday and 
Sunday, April 2-3, at the church, which is located 
at 211 S. Market St. in downtown Benton.

Activities included a worship service on Sun-
day, followed by a fellowship luncheon.

Saturday featured a special concert by the Mar-
tins.

As the church marks this momentous occasion, 
leaders of the church have looked to the past as 
well as the future to reflect on the congregation’s 
accomplishments.

Pastor Rick grant noted that it isn’t possible to 
“look at our past without considering our future. 
We cannot stop now. We have come too far, and 
there is still too much that god wants to do.”

Noting that the church faces “the greatest chal-
lenges of our history,” he added, “All would agree 
that the lord has certainly blessed First Baptist 
Church over the years.

“god has not changed,” he said. “he is the 
same as in 1836, 1936, 2011 and for all eternity.”

he referred to his friend and the church’s long-
time pastor, the late Dr. Bernes K. Selph, who 
wrote in 1958 about the future of First Baptist:

“our future is bright as the promises of god. 
We hold constantly before us the first statement 
the lord uttered about his Christian society, 
‘upon this rock I will build My church, and the 
gates of hell shall not prevail against it.’

“Dr. Selph knew something we must not for-
get,” grant said. “there is still much of god’s 
history to be written about First Baptist Church. 
until the lord returns, may everything about 
First Baptist Benton, from her rich history to her 
bright future, bring honor and glory to god. And 
may those who come behind us find us faithful.”

the history Committee of the church pre-
pared an anniversary booklet titled “A time line 
history of the People and life of the Church.”

the committee was chaired by gail Blackburn 
and also included Sarabel leech, Steve Perdue 
and Bobby Dusek. Also contributing to the effort 
were Karen hammer and Robert edwards.

Benton First Baptist celebrates 175 years

for several more hours, elliff stood 
at the microphone, witnessing the 
following:

•A pilot and volunteer at the 
church being baptized after admit-
ting he was never biblically bap-
tized.

•A young girl saying she felt led 
to give everything in her wallet to 
the lord, resulting in others giving 
more than $5,000 spontaneously 
($3,500 of which was taken out to 
help people with immediate finan-
cial needs).

In all, five people came forward to 
be baptized in the April 3 service.

every night following that Sun-
day service – from April 4 to April 
8 – hundreds of people gathered for 
prayer at the church with baptisms, 
confession and prayer around the 
altar occurring each night, said el-
liff. Nightly prayer meetings contin-
ued the week of April 10.

he said in the thursday, April 
7, prayer service, 14 people were 
“spontaneously baptized.”

“(that night) a businessman 

from northwest Arkansas stood to 
encourage us by saying a friend in 
oklahoma had told him that god 
was doing something wonderful in 
little Rock. he was here thursday 
on business and came,” elliff said.

“A businessman from Russellville  
came and said the same. he didn’t 
want to miss what god was doing. ... 
(he) showed up two hours early. By 
the time the service started, (he) was 
already in brokenness and tears.”

elliff said during the service 
thursday, “All heaven broke 
loose.”

elliff said he didn’t know how 
much longer the nightly meetings 
would last but they plan to follow 
the lord’s leading.

“We are not trying to manipulate 
or force but simply do exactly what 
the lord says,” he said.

Actually, the seeds of revival have 
been planted for the past 15 years, 
he said.“A large group of pastors in 
Central Arkansas have been pray-
ing for revival,” said elliff. “each 
year we have retreated for a three-

day prayer summit. this year, it was 
unusually intense. Also this year, 
several churches have begun to 
have monthly prayer meetings, and 
we have met as one church in the 
city three times for quarterly prayer 
meetings for revival and spiritual 
awakening.”

elliff said he has been fortunate 
enough to be a part of prayer reviv-
als before. Most notably, he said, 
was a student-led chapel service on 
the campus of ouachita Baptist 
university in 1971 when he was a 
freshman. 

“I began to minister in these days, 
starting as a youth pastor in my se-
nior year in high school and was in 
this revival atmosphere. (I) never got 
over (it) and have been a student of 
revival every since,” he said.

the Summit Church is located 
at 6600 Crystal hill Road in North 
little Rock. the church is posting 
updates about its services at www.
thesummitchurch.org.

Contact Tim Yarbrough at tim@ar-
kansasbaptist.org.

According to the historical accounts listed in 
the booklet, First Baptist began as Spring Creek 
Baptist Church. It was organized April 2, 1836, 
one year after Saline County was created by the 
territorial legislature of Arkansas. the church’s 
first location was on Military Road near lee Cem-
etery.

the Rev. Samuel henderson was called as the 
first pastor, and David o. Dodd was the first dea-
con, the booklet notes.

It further notes that several churches in the area 
formed an association in october 1836. Churches 
from Saline, hot Spring, Clark and hempstead 
counties were part of the association.

According to historical accounts, the congre-
gation’s first house of worship was a log house 
on Military Road, which was completed in April 
1838.

Some additional information about the church 
notes that:

•In 1839, a Mr. Hicks was named the first trea-
surer and was to collect money for the church.

•The 1840s brought pastoral changes to the 
church. Aaron Bolt served as pastor in 1841 and 
again in 1856, records show.

•In June 1841, the church authorized Moses 
Dawson to receive and baptize Baptist members 
in destitute neighborhoods.

•In 1846, the Saline Association called for the 
churches in the state to organize the Arkansas Bap-
tist State Convention.

•Two years later, David Dodd, George Keezee 

and Samuel Pelton were sent as delegates to the 
association and also instructed to represent the 
church in the Arkansas Baptist State Convention, 
which held its organizational meeting at tulip.

Additional information about the church’s 
history notes that the 1850s brought significant 
growth to the church, with 30 joining, 21 by bap-
tism. In 1852, the church acquired 40 acres lying 
east of lee Cemetery, where a brush arbor was 
built to hold revival services and the creek was 
dammed to form a baptismal pool.

In 1853, the first trustees were elected to attend 
to legal matters of the church.

the historical booklet includes not just infor-
mation about ministers and property, but also in-
cludes a passage on “rules of decorum.” In this pas-
sage, dating from June 2, 1855, it notes that it was 
stipulated that “any member moving or absenting 
themselves from the bounds of the church and re-
maining so for 12 months without calling for their 
letter of dismal shall be excommunicated.”

In June 1859, the church voted to move into 
town.

A name change occurred in the 1870s. Accord-
ing to a booklet account, “A motion as made to 
change the name of the church, formerly Spring 
Creek, to First Baptist Church, Benton because it 
was the first Baptist church in town.”

the notation about the event stated that the 
meeting “adjourned in peace.”

In the 1880s, the church voted to keep a record 
of members who had joined, and a Woman’s Mis-
sionary Society was organized. It was known as 
the ladies Aid Society.

In 1882, William tucker was pastor, but the 
records state that W.V. Walls was called in 1898 
to serve as the church’s first full-time pastor. he 
served until 1900.

Many leaders came and went in the ensuing 
years, and the church reported numerous accom-
plishments, which are listed by decades.

Many ministers served pastorates at First Bap-
tist, but the one with the longest tenure was Bernes 
K. Selph, who served from 1950 to 1976.

Several structures have housed the congrega-
tion, but it has been at its downtown location for 
many years. Numerous additions have been made 
to the original structure.

Article courtesy of the Saline Courier.

Current building of First Baptist, Benton.



On April 7, I participated in 
my first Arkansas Baptist News 

(ABN) board of directors meeting 
at Immanuel Baptist Church in 
little Rock.

It was an excit-
ing time and gave 
me the oppor-
tunity to share 
a little bit about 
my vision for the 
ABN.

I was pleased 
to be able to share 
that the ABN is 
publishing more news and infor-
mation about Arkansas Baptists. 
After all, that should always be 
our strength – telling the story 
of Arkansas Baptists to Arkansas 
Baptists.

Additionally, the ABN has added 
several new pages – including the 
Arkansas Baptist State Convention 
page and the Church tech page.

We are working hard to expand 
our advertising and add numer-
ous special sections of interest to 
Arkansas Baptists – like our Feb. 24 
Christian education section and 
our March 24 Student Ministry sec-

tion. In the future, we are planning 
for other special sections on topics 
such as health, church and facili-
ties, senior living and much more.

the ABN has a new logo and 
slogan, both 
of which were 
unveiled in our 
April 7 issue. 
our new logo 
includes a star/
cross effect 
designed to 
reflect Arkansas 
Baptists’ great 

Commission focus and reach. our 
new slogan, “telling the story of 
Arkansas Baptists since 1901,” 
helps communicate the ABN’s long 
history and historic connection 
and support of Arkansas Baptists, 
their churches and state convention 
ministries.

one of the things I emphasized 
at the meeting was the dramatic 
shift in publishing and why it is es-
sential for the ABN to embrace new 
media and methods of dissemina-
tion of news and information.

In fact, I emphasized that every 
newspaper or magazine published 

today will have to deal with what 
I call the “digital shift” in publish-
ing.

While the ABN still prints and 
distributes newspapers, we are 
aware that our traditional model 
– the printed newspaper that is 
mailed to subscribers – is changing 
rapidly and we must be ready in the 
coming years with new and innova-
tive ways of distribution.

Already, we are responding with 
the ABN Now, our digital edition, 
which has about 250 subscrib-
ers. however, we can’t stop there. 
Without a doubt, the future of all 
printed publications is somehow 
tied to the Web.

In the months and years to 
come, the ABN hopes to build a 
Web site that is much more than 
a “static newspaper content” Web 
site. I want our future ABN Web 
site to become a resource and 
reference destination for Arkansas 
Baptists of all ages, offering things 
such as:

•Forums for discussion of min-
istry topics, tactics and challenges;

•Sharing of ministry informa-
tion, such as “how to” guides for 

ministry and case studies;
•Pastors’ sermons, articles and 

blogs;
•Links to church Web sites and 

other ministries;
•Enhanced multimedia pack-

ages that include video, audio and 
photos;

•Social media destinations, such 
as Facebook and twitter;

•Podcasts about current minis-
tries and feature stories;

•ABN archives (digitized copies 
of our past newspapers), and much 
more!

I shared with the board that I 
believe the future of the ABN is 
bright, as long as we change with 
the times and embrace new para-
digms. that way, we’ll continue to 
be relevant to Arkansas Baptists 
both today and tomorrow.

After all, the ABN isn’t about 
just publishing a newspaper, but 
about supporting the work of 
Arkansas Baptists as they seek to 
fulfill the great Commission of 
Jesus Christ in the 21st century.

We can’t afford to fail. 
After all, we are on a mission 

from god!
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A Tribute to Godly Mothers
ABN Mother of the Year Contest 

Send your tribute by April 21, along with your phone number and/or 
email address, your mother’s name and what church she attends to 

Mother of the Year Contest, Arkansas Baptist News, 
10 Remington Dr., Little Rock, AR 72204, or email to 

tim@arkansasbaptist.org.

Arkansas Baptists, write a brief tribute (300 words or less) about your 
mother or another worthy mother. the ABN will recognize the winner 
in her local church and present her with a gift, as well as highlight her 

tribute in the May 6 issue. 

Church Tech page
I love the fact you now have the 

new “Church tech” section in the 
ABN. It is much needed to help 
our churches understand the po-
tential for evangelism around the 
world. Not only can it be used to 
spread the gospel of Christ, but it 
also provides a way to disciple and 
grow Christians. thank you!

Sandra Hardage
First Baptist, Bismark

Letters 
tO the editOr

I t’s that time of year again when 
the Arkansas Baptist News honors 

fathers with our Father of the Year 
award!

here’s how it works. Write a 
brief tribute (300 words or less) 
about your father or another 
worthy father, noting how the 
nominee has been a godly man and 
father. 

Nominees must be members of 

Arkansas Baptist churches. Include 
your name, phone number and 
email address, as well as the hon-
ored father’s name and the church 
he attends.

the winner will be chosen based 
on the quality of fatherhood and 
godliness of the man being hon-
ored, in addition to the readability 
of the essay submitted. 

the winning essay will be 

printed in the June 16 issue of 
the Arkansas Baptist News, and 
the father will be presented with 
a gift and recognized in his local 
church June 12. All entries must be 
received by June 2.  

Send entries to Father’s Day 
Contest, Arkansas Baptist News, 10 
Remington Dr., little Rock, AR 
72204, or email them to tim@
arkansasbaptist.org.

ABN announces Father of the Year contest
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Death by committee
Storytellers wanted

Family Matters 

Ben Phillips is team leader of the Arkan-
sas Baptist State Convention family min-
istry team.

‘He is risen!’

Everyone enjoys stories. You’re 
reading this publication be-

cause you like sto-
ries. Most of the 
Bible is comprised 
of stories. those 
stories are worth 
telling and worth 
listening to. Plato 
said, “the one 
who tells the story 
shapes the society.” It’s valuable 
for us to learn and ShARe a 
variety of stories and influence 
the next generation.

Spiritual stories: learn your 
stories that illustrate god at 
work. this may be a salvation 
testimony, a special answer to 
prayer or maybe a special mission 
trip you participated in. I love to 
hear my wife’s story about how 
she checked out a book on lottie 
Moon and eventually made a 
decision to trust in Christ as a 
result of reading that book. She 
now has a story to tell after read-
ing a story someone else told.

Holiday stories: Reflect on 
the fun of sharing stories about 
special holiday memories. one of 
my favorite childhood memories 
was waking up in the wee morn-
ing hours on Christmas morning 
to open presents at home and 
then feasting on a quail breakfast 
at my grandmother’s home.

Ancient stories: Discover the 
ancient stories in the Bible, and 
learn to share them with your 
children and grandchildren. 
Also, discover many other stories 
around the world that you can 
share and illustrate certain 
truths. Memorial Day will be 
here soon, and I plan to share 
stories of wars from u.S. history, 
including those about my grand-
father’s wartime experiences.

Relative stories: Remember 
and tell stories about extended 
family members. My father-in-law 
recently compiled stories about 
his childhood experiences. I also 
have an autobiography of my 
dad’s parents, who have been 
gone for almost 20 years. 

Entertaining stories: My 
children probably enjoy hearing 
stories that are funny and make 
them laugh the most. they enjoy 
hearing crazy stories from my 
childhood, especially those about 
Roho the rooster, who became 
the best fried chicken I’ve ever 
eaten.

Ask your family and friends to 
ShARe their favorite Spiritual, 
holiday, Ancient, Relative or 
entertaining stories. listen, 
laugh, cry and learn. Practice, 
ShARe and influence with your 
stories. I look forward to hearing 
your stories.

G.K. Chesterton said, “I’ve searched all the parks in 
all the cities and found no statues of committees.” 

(Bradley Wright recently posted this quote in his blog 
– www.brewright.blogspot.com). Committees –“teams” 
to the really spiritual among us – have a bad reputa-
tion. Despite a myriad of cute criti-
cisms of committees, today I would 
rise in their defense, particularly as 
they operate in Baptist churches. 

Although sometimes cumber-
some, committees enable the church 
to accomplish its work through 
its members. Certainly, work is 
done more quickly if one person 
is assigned to a task. But by using 
committees, the entire church has representation in 
accomplishing work. And do not mistake speed for 
efficiency. the cumulative insights of a committee are 
more likely to avoid mistakes than the decisions of a 
single individual. And we should never undervalue the 
concept of the church doing its work rather than hiring 
or assigning its work.  

It is better that a committee count and deposit the 
church’s receipts than a single individual do it. It is 
better that a committee recommends a new pastor 
than a single individual make the recommendation. It 
is better that a committee assists a staff member in his 
area of work, than requiring him to do his work alone.  
It is better that a committee discusses the pastor’s 
compensation, than assign this to the church treasurer.  
Most of us quickly appreciate the value of our commit-
tees. our complaints about committees can generally 
be summarized in two categories: we complain when 

committees are slow and find consensus difficult, and 
secondly, we complain when committees make deci-
sions with which we do not agree.

You can help slow, divided committees by having 
specific job descriptions that explain the committees’ 

duties, responsibilities and reporting 
requirements. usually it is best if 
minutes of the committee meetings 
are available to the church mem-
bers – knowing this to be the case, 
committee members are encouraged 
to be circumspect and efficient. 
Sealed minutes assume the disap-
proval of the group the committee 
represents, usually with good cause.  

It also helps if the church constitution or the direction 
of the church in a business session directs that a staff 
member meet with each committee. this discourages 
“mission creep” within a committee. Finally, all com-
mittees should realize that they serve the church and 
are answerable to the church. the ABSC leadership 
and worship team has some excellent resources on how 
committees should operate. email William Jaques at 
wjaques@absc.org for more information.

When committees make decisions with which we do 
not agree, we simply must trust those church members 
on the committee to have sought the will of god and 
to have been sensitive to his guidance. And we must 
trust that god has led them. to assume that we are 
wiser, more spiritual and more capable than the com-
mittees of our churches is an assumption of arrogance.  

like Chesterton, I know of no statues of commit-
tees. Yet.  

A
PAstOr’s 
heArt

Emil Turner

There is a fairly easy way to become a millionaire.  
Send me a check for $100, and I will send you the 

secret formula.
Seriously, the process is simple: 1) live on less than 

you make, 2) invest the difference wisely and 3) keep 
doing that for a long time.  Not too radical, is it?

living on less than you make is very difficult for 
many. “If we made more money,” or, “If we were a 
little older and our children were 
grown,” or a host of other excuses 
make this exercise rather difficult 
for some. We confuse our needs 
with our wants in this culture, and 
such misplaced values lead us to 
overspend.

Charles Spurgeon, the great preacher, once told 
about a family that went bankrupt by buying a sofa. 
the wife just had to have a new sofa. the sofa then 
did not fit the room until the couple bought new 
tables and chairs. Before long, the room needed to be 
painted to fit the furniture, and then the whole house 
had to be refurnished to look comparable to the sofa 
room. And yes, soon the house was not suitable for 
the new furniture.

Churches now offer wonderful courses in family 
finances. the curriculum is designed to help god’s 
people live within their means. that is a wonderful 
goal, but even better is to live below your means. 

If you have some excess, you can invest it for your 
future. Space does not permit a discussion of suitable 
investments, but a trusted advisor can assist you to 
invest prudently. Many stewards who have saved and 

invested could testify to the joy of 
having resources for living and giv-
ing. It is a “freeing” sensation.

Finally, if you can invest the excess 
wisely for a long time, you will be 
financially well off. Now only god 
can determine the amount of time 

you have to do this, but the time to start is now.
one dear lady worked for 40 years in a rather 

menial job. her salary was never more than $20,000 
annually. She lived frugally and invested any excess 
wisely. When she died in her 70s, she left $1 million 
dollars to endow the lottie Moon Christmas offering 
for International Missions. You, too, can leave a 
million-dollar legacy to your family and ministries you 
love, but the time to start is now.

So you want to be a millionaire?

FinAnciAL times
David Moore, 

Arkansas Baptist Foundation

He is not here: for he is risen, as he said” (Matt. 
28:6a). 

My grandmother had no formal education, but she 
was a master psychologist. to get me 
to read the Bible as a 9-year-old, she 
would say, “Find a place in the Bible 
where it says it shall come to pass, 
and then keep reading until you find 
the place where it did come to pass.” 
I would read my Bible all afternoon 
trying to find the place where it said, 
“And it came to pass.” that was her 
way of making the Bible interesting to me. I loved to 
tell her, “here it is grandma; it came to pass just like it 
said.”

You can rest assured whatever has been promised 

will come to pass. one of the promises of Jesus was 
that he would go to Jerusalem and be killed and rise 
again the third day. he had foretold this to his dis-

ciples, but some did not believe it, 
including Peter. But the angel con-
firmed it when he said, “he is not 
here: for he is risen, as he said.” Yes, 
his resurrection came to pass just as 
he said. Friends, this is what easter is 
all about, and aren’t you glad? We do 
have something to rejoice about. the 
tomb was empty when they got there. 

the resurrection is a fact. It is done and settled.
Before his ascension into heaven, more than 500 

guest ViewPOint
Larry Thomas,

Associational missionary
Little Red River Association

See VIEWPOINT page 13
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ARe You A StuDeNt who is 
considering a call to ministry? or 
perhaps you are looking for an op-
portunity to minister in a church 
this summer?

If so, the student summer mis-
sionary (SSM) program might be 
right for you.

Sponsored by Kaleo Arkansas 
and the Arkansas Baptist State Con-
vention (ABSC), SSM students will 
spend the summer serving as Kaleo 
Arkansas Summer Ministry Associ-
ates (KASMA) in Arkansas Baptist 
churches. Students will also have a 
mentor in the local church in which 
they serve who will provide account-
ability and training throughout the 
summer program.

“the idea is to take students who 
are feeling called to ministry and put 
them in a role where they are lead-
ing at some level, while also meeting 
with a Kaleo Arkansas-trained min-
istry coach,” said Susie thompson, 
Kaleo Arkansas leader.

“A lot of students have no clue 
what god is calling them to do 
or where to start. this program 
gives them the freedom to become 
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‘Kaleo’ summer missionaries sought

who god wants them to be,” said 
thompson.

“We believe this will benefit 
both the churches and students,” 
said Breck Freeman, ABSC mis-
sions ministries team member and 
SSM coordinator. “At the end of 
the summer, students will not have 
just done some jobs or taught some 
curriculum, but they will have done 
ministry.”

“We want those students who are 
feeling called to ministry to serve in 
quality training areas,” he added. 

Kaleo Arkansas leaders are also 
looking for churches that are will-
ing to partner with them to serve as 
hosts for the student summer mis-
sionaries. 

SSM supervisors/mentors must 
complete Kaleo level 2 training and 
have a basic understanding of the 
philosophy of the ministry, said 
thompson. they must also agree to 
serve as a ministry coach for the stu-

dent, meeting at least once a week. 
Students and coaches will attend 

an orientation session in June and a 
debriefing session in August.

Concord Baptist Association 
is serving as a pilot association for 
SSM/KASMA, with up to 10 stu-
dents serving in area churches. 

Jeff thompson, Concord Baptist 
Association missionary, said stu-
dents who participate in the program 
are exposed to different aspects of 
ministry in the local church to help 
equip and prepare them for ministry 
leadership, instead of “being tossed” 
into the more responsible staff role.

“our goal is to help confirm the 
call to ministry leadership in stu-
dents’ lives through the course of 
the summer,” said thompson.

there are 20 spots available (10 
in Concord Baptist Association and 
10 statewide), and the deadline for 
submitting an application is May 6.

Check out Kaleo Arkansas at 
www.kaleoarkansas.org and on Face-
book at www.facebook.com/kaleo.
arkansas.

For more information or to ob-
tain an application for the program, 
contact Freeman at 800-838-2272 or 
501-376-4791, ext. 5150, or at bfree-
man@absc.org.

the hoPe MIgRANt Mission 
Center (hMMC), which ministers 
to migrant workers traveling through 
Arkansas, needs good quality, used 
clothing for men, women and chil-
dren. In addition, the center always 
has a need for the following items: 

• Travel-size 2-ounce bottles of 
shampoo, conditioner, deodorant, 
hand soap, hand lotion, shaving 
cream and toothpaste.

• Regular-size hand soap, men’s 
and women’s combs and brushes, 
washcloths, disposable razors, chil-

dren and adult toothbrushes and 
emery boards.

• No. 2 pencils and eight-count 
boxes of crayons.

• Cloth Bags sizes 12”x12” and 
10”x10”. two types of drawstrings 
are used, heavy cotton and nylon. 

• “Color Me” books (contact 
Bob Williford for more information 
about these materials).

Send the items listed below via 
uPS to hope Migrant Mission Cen-
ter, 235 Smith Road, hope, AR 
71801.

to donate money for Bibles, 
tracts and other items, mail checks 
to the Arkansas Baptist State Con-
vention, Attn: hope Migrant Mis-
sion Center, 10 Remington Dr. 
little Rock, AR 72204. 

hMMC funding is provided by 
Dixie Jackson Arkansas State Mis-
sions offering, the Cooperative Pro-
gram and donations from churches 
and individuals. For more informa-
tion or to volunteer, contact Wil-
liford at bwilliford@absc.org or call 
870-777-8219 or 870-703-6715. 

Hope Migrant Mission Center needs clothing

DAteS FoR Super Summer Arkan-
sas, the Arkansas Baptist State Con-
vention (ABSC)-sponsored youth 
camp held at ouachita Baptist uni-
versity, have been announced. 

Super Summer JV, for 6-8 grade 
students, is set for June 18-21. Super 
Summer, for 9-12 grade students, is 
June 21-25. 

the theme of this year’s camp is 
“unshakeable.” 

Students attending the camp can 
look forward to a week of fun, fel-
lowship and faith-building activi-
ties. 

Jon Randles, a popular youth 
evangelist from Frisco, texas, will 
speak during both events. Christian 
alternative band, two empty Chairs, 
will lead worship.

Sean Mills, ABSC evangelism and 
church growth team member and 
Super Summer coordinator said the 
camp features “high energy, intense 
worship, powerful times in god’s 

Word, lives changed by Christ and 
relationships built for a lifetime all 
in one place.”  

Registration for both camps is 
now open. For more information go 
to www.supersummerar.com.

Super Summer dates announced

WHAT: A 90-minute seminar/
discussion to explore how church-
es successfully improve the mem-
bers’ generosity.

Who: Pastors, ministry staff, 
finance/stewardship committee, 
other church leaders.

Leader: Denny Wright, Arkan-
sas Baptist State Convention lead-
ership and worship team leader.

Cost: Provided by your Coop-
erative Program giving.

Pre-Register: www.absc.org/
stewardship, or call (800) 838-
2272, ext. 5114.

 Why pre-register? A meeting 
may be canceled due to low regis-

tration, so your contact informa-
tion is needed to notify you if a 
meeting is canceled.

Monday, April 25: 
•First Baptist Church, Warren – 
10 a.m.
Tuesday, April 26: 
•Baptist Building, Little Rock – 
10 a.m.
•Windover Baptist Church, 
Jonesboro – 7 p.m.
Thursday, April 28
•Washington-Madison Associa-
tion office, Fayetteville – 10 a.m.
•First Baptist Church, Mt. Ida – 
7 p.m.

Pre-register for generosity seminar

• April 28: Master’Singers Festi-
val of Song – First Baptist Church, 
Searcy
• April 30: Arkansas Baptist 
Chaplains’ Retreat – lake DeGray 
Lodge, Bismarck
• April 30: State Youth/Chil-
dren Bible Drill and Youth 
Speakers tournament – Second 
Baptist Church, Conway
• April 30: Disaster Relief Re-
gional training – Geyer Springs 
First Baptist Church, Little Rock 
• May 1-31: Arkansas Baptist 
Children’s homes Mother’s Day 
offering
• May 7: Baccalaureate/Com-
mencement – Williams Baptist 
College, Walnut Ridge
• May 10: Arkansas Baptist 
home for Children Awards Ban-
quet 
• May 14: Disaster Relief Region 
5 training – Bar None Cowboy 
Church, Midway
• May 14: Family on Mission 
Day – Little Rock Zoo
• May 14: Commencement – 
Ouachita Baptist University, Arka-
delphia
• May 17: Arkansas Baptist Boys’ 
Ranch Awards Banquet
• May 21: literacy Mission Con-
ference – ABSC Building 
• May 31: engage Sochi Arkan-
sas Summer tour – First Baptist 
Church, Fayetteville 
• May 31: engage Sochi Arkan-
sas Summer tour – East Side Bap-
tist Church, Mountain Home 
• July 4-8: Collision 2011 Youth 
Missions Project – Independence 
Baptist Association 
• October 1: Acts 1:8 one-Day 
Mission trip – Ouachita Baptist 
Association (Mena and DeQueen 
area of the state) 

For more information on events, go to 
www.absc.org or call 800-838-2272.
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MeRCeDeS gRAVeS stood patiently, waiting 
for her turn to ride a horse. 

Sporting a large, pink and purple butterfly 
painted on her face, the 10-year-old was one of a 
host of children, teenagers and adults who attend-
ed a block party April 9 at unity Baptist Church, 
Paragould. 

the young girl, who attends unity Baptist 
along with her parents, Jimmy and Kim, said the 
best thing about the church is “coming to church 
and listening to the preaching.” She thought the 
block party was “cool.”

In the afternoon sun, children and adults 
alike threw Frisbees, pitched basketballs, slurped 
snow cones, chowed down on barbecue ribs and 
generally had a good time. Children bounced in 
a “bouncy house” and many, like graves, took 
turns riding a horse led by a volunteer.

A steady stream of children queued up for 
Christal Schalk to paint colorful designs on their 
faces. “I’m glad to come here and do what I can 
to help,” said Schalk.

Nearby, her husband, Skip, who serves as youth 
pastor at the church, was dressed as a clown and 
made balloon animals of all varieties for eager 
children. 

‘Block party’ summer
this was not unity Baptist’s first block party. 

In fact, last year, the church hosted three block 
parties, including two in Searcy, helping life 
Church, a new church start targeting apartment 
dwellers. And they have plans to hold 14 parties 
this summer. 

Yes, that’s 14 block parties in one summer.
Many of the block parties will benefit church 

starts and other ministries in Paragould and the 
surrounding area. And though church members 
do invite people to attend unity Baptist, they are 
more concerned about the spiritual condition of 
those who attend the events. 

“We invite them to Christ and suggest they 
find a local church close to where they live,” said 

Paragould church hosts block parties in Arkansas

his youth. “our group came back with more en-
ergy and excitement than I have ever seen them 
have. their buzz phrase was, ‘I was taken out of 
my comfort zone.’ 

the entire group shared with the rest of the 
church about what they did and learned this 
weekend. the Spirit was upon them, and I truly 
believe the rest of the church caught it.”

he explained the youth, and even the lead-
ers, had hoped not to be assigned to knock on 
doors, but they rose to the challenge when they 
discovered that was, indeed, their assignment. 
god blessed their obedience, and a seventeen-
year-old girl accepted Christ.

“that set them on fire,” Conyers said. “Now, 
the entire group has committed to going out 
in our own community Wednesdays, Sundays 
and any other time that they can to share about 
their church and our upcoming special easter 
services. to god be the glory!”

he added, “Isn’t it amazing that sometimes we 
have to not only get out of our comfort zone(s), 
but also out of our communities to really see 
what is needed in our communities?”

Contact Jessica Vanderpool at jessica@arkansas-
baptist.org. 

tracy Archibald, unity Baptist pastor.
“there is no competition,” Archibald added. 

“We should all be kingdom-minded, in partner-
ship with each other. that’s the key.”

Archibald said his church first got involved in 
block party ministry when students decided they 
wanted to be more involved in ministry. they 
held a block party at the church. the church 
connected with Breck Freeman, Arkansas Bap-
tist State Convention missions ministries team 
member, and took the show on the road to Searcy 
to help out the newly formed life Church.

Archibald believes the church has found its 
niche with this type of ministry. “It’s a simple, 
fun way to share the gospel with different peo-
ple,” he said.

New trailer purchased
last year, the church used the greene County 

Baptist Association’s block party trailer. But this 
year, with so many parties scheduled, Archibald 
said the church needed its own trailer. 

“We bought a trailer because we didn’t want to 
take away from other churches (in greene Coun-
ty) that might want to use the trailer,” he said.

the April 9 block party marked the first time 
unity Baptist used the new trailer.

With so many parties on the docket for the 
summer, Archibald said most church members 

are involved in some way in the ministry, from 
senior adults to children. 

“It’s not just the young adults. every age group 
participates,” said Archibald. 

“that’s what’s neat. even if you can’t do any-
thing physical, you can pray for us,” he said, noting 
a group of elderly women in the church pray faith-
fully each time the church hosts a block party.

unity Baptist averages about 180 people in at-
tendance most Sunday mornings, up considerably 
from 58 people just four years ago when Archibald 
became pastor. 

Archibald attributes that growth to his church 
members. “these folks just love people,” he said. 
“It doesn’t make a difference who they are.”

“this is nothing that we’ve done,” he said. “As 
a church, it’s just what we’ve adopted. We decided 
we are going to do what the Word (tells) us to do, 
to start reaching out and loving on people.”

“god has seen fit to bless unity, and we want 
to give him what he deserves,” he continued.

Block parties aren’t the only way the church is 
involved in ministry.

Acts 1:8 focus
As an Acts 1:8-focused church, members are ac-

tively involved in missions locally, in Arkansas, in 
the united States and internationally. In the past 
few years, church members have also participated 
in mission trips to China, France, New orleans 
and Wichita, Kan.

this year, church members have plans to min-
ister in Nebraska, guatemala and Indonesia, in 
addition to hosting block parties across the state.

Archibald said people jokingly call unity Bap-
tist the “block party gurus.” And other churches 
have approached the church for advice about start-
ing a block party ministry of their own.

Prayer is key to the church’s block party minis-
try. Before every block party, Archibald said they 
always pray for god’s help.

“We just ask god to send us the right peo-
ple and give us the right things to say,” he said. 
“We just want to let them know someone loves 
them.”

Contact Lisa Watson at lisa@arkansasbaptist.org.

Mercedes Graves rides a horse at the Unity block party.

CONNECT
continued from page one

Youth and adults from Rea Valley Baptist Church, Flippin, build a porch for Susie Winkler, a member of First Baptist Church, Pottsville 
(left), while members of Houston Baptist Church, Houston, and First Baptist Church, London, do yardwork for John Anderson, a 
member of First Baptist Church, Russellville.
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lIttle RoCK – More than 1,000 
youth and adults from 109 churches at-
tended the 2011 Arkansas Baptist Youth 
evangelism Conference (YeC), held 
April 1-2 at the Statehouse Convention 
Center in downtown little Rock. 

Wade Morris of Birmingham, Ala., 
spoke Friday night, taking his text from 
Romans 13. he encouraged students to 
wake up, wise up and suit up to step out 
in faith and live for Christ.

“If you will open your eyes and open 
your spiritual ears and take a good look 
around, you will find the kingdom of 
god is huge and you have a chance to 
be a part of it,” said Morris. 

“the kingdom of god is bigger than 
you. the kingdom of god is bigger than 
your youth group. It’s bigger than your 
church. It’s bigger than our denomina-
tion,” he continued.

‘Forsake worldliness’
Morris said students must forsake 

worldliness and allow Jesus to change 
their lives. 

“At some point, waking up means you 
see what’s going on out there,” he said. 
“Wising up means you start to do some-
thing about it.

“there has to be something within 
you, students, so that you take a stand 
and say, ‘I’m not going to live that way 
anymore,’” he continued. “‘I’m going to 
choose to put the deeds of darkness be-
hind me.’ that says as you wise up, you 
truly grow up and live the way god has 
called you to live.”

Students should allow god to change 

youTh evAngeliSm ConferenCe8   www.arkansasbaptist.org
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Youth conference attracts 1,000 youth, leaders

them from the inside out, Morris said.
“until you learn how to truly under-

stand how Jesus changes you and you 
allow it to go from the inside out, you 
will truly never know how to live this 
life the way god has called you to live,” 
he said. “As you figure that out, you’ll 
desire to want it and to live it.”

Morris also spoke on Saturday morn-
ing.

‘Help the hurting’
Wes hamilton, pastor of hulen 

Street Baptist Church, Fort Worth, 

texas, challenged students to be more 
aware of the plight of the peoples of the 
world, seeking to further the kingdom 
of god throughout the world.

“Why don’t you get upset with what’s 
happening in the other parts of the 
world, when we see people hungry and 
hurting, without so much as the hope of 
the gospel,” said hamilton. “Why aren’t 
we weeping over them? Why aren’t we 
broken over them? 

No matter what the color of our skin 
or our culture may look like, they were 
created in the image of god, and we 

love them because of that.”
hamilton encouraged students to be-

come aware of the world around them. 
“From the safety and security of our 

homes and our country, we can send 
supplies, or we can send money or we 
can send our prayers and our support,” 
he said. “But sometimes we have to leave 
this place, and we have to go there.”

hamilton said god is calling students 
to be involved in evangelism throughout 
the world.

“god’s calling you because god did 
not shed the blood of his only Son so 
that you can sit in the audience and 
watch someone else go and do the work 
of the kingdom,” he said. “he’s calling 
us to go to these places.

“Because it’s not about you. It’s not 
about your status or your prominence. 
It’s not about your platform and your 
glory. It’s about what god is calling you 
to do for his glory,” he continued. “And 
so sometimes god is going to call us to 
take a step backwards in the eyes of the 
world so that we can take a step forward 
in the advancement of his kingdom.”

43 professions of faith
In all, 43 students made profes-

sions of faith in Christ, and 16 made 
a commitment to full-time vocational 
Christian ministry, said Sonny tucker, 
Arkansas Baptist State Convention 
(ABSC) evangelism and church growth 
team leader. 

Contemporary Christian recording 
artists, the Afters, performed Friday 
night. the title track of the Afters’ lat-
est album, “light up the Sky,” reached 
No. 1 on the Christian music Billboard 
charts. Wes Hamilton speaks to students at the Youth Evangelism Conference.

Brenton Brown leads students in worship.
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love them because of that.”
hamilton encouraged students to be-

come aware of the world around them. 
“From the safety and security of our 

homes and our country, we can send 
supplies, or we can send money or we 
can send our prayers and our support,” 
he said. “But sometimes we have to leave 
this place, and we have to go there.”

hamilton said god is calling students 
to be involved in evangelism throughout 
the world.

“god’s calling you because god did 
not shed the blood of his only Son so 
that you can sit in the audience and 
watch someone else go and do the work 
of the kingdom,” he said. “he’s calling 
us to go to these places.

“Because it’s not about you. It’s not 
about your status or your prominence. 
It’s not about your platform and your 
glory. It’s about what god is calling you 
to do for his glory,” he continued. “And 
so sometimes god is going to call us to 
take a step backwards in the eyes of the 
world so that we can take a step forward 
in the advancement of his kingdom.”

43 professions of faith
In all, 43 students made profes-

sions of faith in Christ, and 16 made 
a commitment to full-time vocational 
Christian ministry, said Sonny tucker, 
Arkansas Baptist State Convention 
(ABSC) evangelism and church growth 
team leader. 

Contemporary Christian recording 
artists, the Afters, performed Friday 
night. the title track of the Afters’ lat-
est album, “light up the Sky,” reached 
No. 1 on the Christian music Billboard 
charts. 

Brenton Brown, a worship leader 
from South Africa, led worship for the 
conference and Far From ordinary, a 
Christian sketch team, also performed 
at the event.

Josh Jordan, a youth pastor from 
Southside Community Church, Para-
gould, brought nine teenage boys to the 
conference, which he hoped would en-
courage students to share their faith in 
Christ with others.

though Jordan thought all nine were 
Christians, three of those young men 
made professions of faith, and one sur-
rendered to full-time vocational min-
istry. “It’s really a great privilege to be 
their youth pastor and see that happen,” 
he said. 

Keith Kluthe, youth pastor at First 
Baptist Church, Danville, was excited 
for his youth group to learn how to im-
pact their community for Christ. one 
of his students also made a profession 
of faith. “god gave us an opportunity 
through the state convention, and we 
seized on that and look what’s hap-
pened,” he said. “god produced fruit 
we couldn’t even begin to imagine.”

For eric lloyd, youth pastor at Wal-
nut Street Baptist Church, Jonesboro, 
the conference provided an opportunity 
to continue what students have been 
learning at church. “We’ve been talking 
about putting on Jesus so it was really 
cool to hear Wade speak on that,” he 
said. 

this year’s YeC marks the first youth 
evangelism conference in at least a de-
cade,” said tucker. “I was impressed 
with three things: the number of 
churches that participated, the number 
of students who came to the event and 

the number of students who made 
spiritual decisions.”

Plans are underway to host YeC 
next year. 

“We’re excited about what god 
is going to do through YeC,” said 
tucker. “It’s a great way for your 
church to be involved in Reaching 
generation Now.”

Additional reporting by Jessica 
Vanderpool. Contact Lisa Watson at 
lisa@arkansasbaptist.org.

Wade Morris speaks to students at the Youth Evangelism Conference.
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CHERYL E. TURNER

Women’s Motivational
Speaker

Humorist and Storyteller

For information
337-457-8872

2569 Richard School Road
Eunice, LA 70535

cherylrutht@aol.com
sparrowsnestministries.com
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ISRAEL TOURS
MANY GUARANTEED DEPARTURES

Superb Biblical Guides
with a tremendous understanding of current
and historical geography, culture, the Greek &

Hebrew text and practical application of Scripture.

24 wonderful packages - year-round
for the Evangelical Christian.

Excellent value for small groups,
large groups, and individuals.

A “LIFE CHANGING” EXPERIENCE!

www.pilgrimtours.com
Box 268, Main St., Morgantown PA, 19543 800-322-0788

“Christian Fellowship Tours Since 1987”

Also, a large selection toGreece&Turkey Steps of Paul,
Italy, Germany, Petra, Egypt Steps ofMoses& Joseph.

ABN Blind Tape 
Ministry

provides a free taped 
recording of the Arkansas 

Baptist News for people who 
are legally blind.

For more information or 
to sign up, please contact 
Becky at 800-838-2272 (in 
state) or in Little Rock at 
501-376-4791, ext. 5156.

JAMeS MCDANIel, PAStoR of First Bap-
tist Church, Brinkley, and his family were hon-
ored with a reception March 13 for his 40 years 
of dedication and service as the church’s pas-
tor. McDaniel received a scrapbook of letters 
of appreciation from church members, family 
and friends as a keepsake of his memories and 
years of service, as well as a plaque from the 
Arkansas Baptist State Convention.

Born and reared in St. louis, Mo., McDan-
iel graduated from ouachita Baptist univer-
sity in Arkadelphia before marrying Beverly 
Worrell the summer after his graduation. he 
attended the Southern Baptist theological 
Seminary in louisville, Ky., during which 
time he was called as pastor of gilead Baptist 
Church in tobinsport, Ind. After graduating 
from seminary, McDaniel served as pastor in 
Arkansas at Whitton Baptist Church, tyron-
za, and later as pastor of First Baptist Church, 
Bay. In 1971, he was called to First Baptist 
Church, Brinkley, and he has been there ever 
since. 

“I feel blessed to have served in the same 
community for 40 years,” McDaniel said. “It 
has provided a stable environment for my 
three children and now for two of my grand-
children.”

that being said, he admits it has not all 
been easy.

“Satan is real, and he has multitudes of 
ways to attack those who seek to represent our 
lord,” McDaniel said. “the battle is real. the 
other side of the issue is that the lord’s grace 
is sufficient and affords the greatest rewards 
to be known on earth. there isn’t anything 
to compare with seeing individuals come to 
know Jesus and being led to live for him.”

the Brinkley community has experienced 
change over the years, said McDaniel, which 
has affected the church.

“Brinkley is located in the Delta of east 
Arkansas,” McDaniel explained. “As is true of 
most farming communities, we have experi-
enced a drastic reduction in population.” 

And yet, though the decrease in the com-
munity’s population has been reflected in 
church fellowship, an increase has been seen 
in “love for the Word of god and the Savior,” 
McDaniel said. he explained the church has 
been involved “in missions and evangelism 
locally, state wide, nationally and internation-
ally.”

McDaniel and his wife have two sons and a 
daughter, as well as several grandchildren. one 
of their sons is a staff member of Providence 
Baptist Church in Raleigh, N.C., while the 
other is the family life minister at First Baptist 
Church, Brinkley. their daughter is an active 
member of First Baptist.

Our Pastors: McDaniel honored for 40 years

Celebrating 100 years
Lora May Stigall Tarvin of Paron celebrated her 
100th birthday March 29. Born in a log cabin 
to Henry J. Stigall and Naomi Elizabeth (Lizzy) 
Martain Stigall, she was baptized at age 18 by 
Clear Springs Baptist Church, Benton, (later 
rebuilt as Old Union Baptist Church). Other 
than a period of time from 1961 to 1991, when 
she and her husband, Willie, attended another 
church in the area, Tarvin was a member of and 
served at Old Union Baptist until she was no 
longer able to be physically present.

Happy 
Birthday!

to all the missionary 
kids attending college 

who are
 celebrating birthdays in 

the month of May.

◆ May 16: Johnny upchurch, 
WBC, Box 3051, Walnut Ridge, AR 
72476; Belarus.

Pastor James McDaniel and his wife, Beverly.

Carpenter

Call Toll Free: 800.370.6180

Visit www.carpenterbus.com to
see over 100 New & Used Buses In Stock.
We buy buses and welcome Trade-Ins.

Clearance Sale!
Call for a complete

list of our
Best Priced Buses!

BUSSALES
going the extra mile since 1953
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New Mexico Hot Air  

Balloon Fiesta + Arizona 

“Autumn Leaves” Tour  

Visits Historical East 

Dolls on Mission
Dolls, dolls, dolls. Betty E. Tucker (left) and Geraldine Funkhouser (right), both of Second Baptist 
Church, Russellville, display “Dolls on Mission,” which will be distributed to migrants who visit the 
Hope Migrant Mission Center in Hope. These salvation dolls have their eyes closed on one side, 
representing a lost person’s spiritual condition, and their eyes open on the other side, representing 
how Jesus can open one’s eyes. Tucker, Funkhouser and a dozen other ladies of the church have also 
made and furnished dolls to a Free Medical Clinic and a nursing home.

LifeWay store grand opening 
A new LifeWay Christian Store recently opened in the Fair Grounds Shopping Center in Hot Springs. 
The grand opening included a visit from Veggie Tales characters Bob the Tomato and Larry the 
Cucumber. Children’s characters Larry Boy and Hermie are scheduled to visit April 23 and April 30, 
respectively. For more information, contact the store manager, Perry Robinson, at 501-623-2328 or 
perry.robinson@lifeway.com.

Church life
First Baptist Church, hot 

Springs, will host Secret Keeper girl 
live: the Pajama Party tour! at 6 
p.m. May 7. the two-and-a-half hour 
event seeks to help mothers and 
daughters build relationships, and 
it features stories about meaningful 
friendships, fashion shows demon-
strating modesty, balloon sculptures, 
bouncing beach ball competitions 
and a mother/daughter conversation 
time. the event encourages modesty, 
peer pressure and true inner beauty. 
For more information, contact Mary 
latham at 501-802-5378.

First Baptist Church, Centerton, 
will host the Secret Church Simul-
cast from 6 p.m. to midnight April 
22. the event will feature worship, 
prayer for the persecuted churches 
around the world and the teaching 
of David Platt on the crucifixion, sal-
vation and the glory of god. Platt is 
the author of “Radical” and pastor 
of the Church at Brook hills in Bir-
mingham, Ala. For more informa-
tion, call 479-795-2591.

Life Line Baptist Church, little 
Rock, will hold a good Friday ser-
vice at noon April 23 and an easter 
service at 10:50 a.m. April 24.

Ordinations
First Baptist Church, Fayette-

ville, recently ordained Dan Skoff 
as a deacon.

Reverend Clayburn C. Bratton, 
Jr., 84, of Fort Smith, died March 
30. A native of Scott, Bratton 
began serving in pastoral ministry 
in 1963. Bratton graduated from 
Southern Baptist College (now Wil-
liams Baptist College) in Walnut 
Ridge, ouachita Baptist univer-
sity, Arkadelphia, and Southwest-
ern Baptist theological Seminary 
in Fort Worth, texas. he served 
as pastor of several Arkansas Bap-
tist churches, including New hope 
Baptist Church, hardy; third Street 
Baptist Church, Arkadelphia; earle 
Baptist Church, earle; First Baptist 
Church, Charleston; First Baptist 
Church, Stamps; James Fork Baptist 
Church, hartford; and trinity Bap-
tist Church, Alma. After retirement 
in 1992, he and his wife, Jessie, were 
very active in volunteer missions, es-
pecially Arkansas Campers on Mis-
sion. Bratton was also a World War 
II veteran and spent 37 years in the 
Army Reserves and National guard. 
Survivors include two daughters, 
two brothers, four grandchildren, 
six great-grandchildren and special 
friend Reita Rowell. Funeral services 
were held April 4 at east Side Bap-
tist Church, Fort Smith. Memorials 
may be made to Arkansas Campers 
on Mission or oaks Manor Confer-
ence Center, Van Buren.

Carl Ellis Chote, 81, of hot 
Springs, died March 23. Chote was 
licensed to preach the gospel in 1953 
and ordained in 1956 at Piney Bap-
tist Church, hot Springs, where he 
was a charter member. he served as 
a bi-vocational pastor for more than 
40 years at several Arkansas Baptist 
churches including lee Chapel Bap-
tist Church, Pearcy; Fairdale Baptist 
Church, hot Springs; old union 
Baptist Church, Benton; and gilead 
Baptist Church, Malvern. Survivors 
include his wife, lucille Chote; two 
daughters; one granddaughter; one 
grandson; two sisters; one brother; 
one step-mother; two half-aunts; one 
half-uncle; nieces, nephews, cousins, 
other relatives and many friends. Fu-

On the move
Kevan Kutter is serving on the 

staff of First Baptist Church, Fayette-
ville, as church administrator.

Warren Latham is serving on 
the staff of South texarkana Baptist 
Church, texarkana, as associate pas-
tor.

Obituaries neral services were held March 26, 
at hot Springs Baptist Church, hot 
Springs. Memorials may be made 
to hot Springs Baptist Church or 
Charitable Christian Medical Clin-
ic, hot Springs.

76 years ago - April 1935

Archives
1901-2011
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lIttle RoCK – the deadline of 
the first-ever Arkansas Baptist News 
(ABN) “Youth group Video Con-
test” is June 1.

“our Arkansas churches have a 
lot of awesome students and youth 
ministries,” said ABN editor tim 
Yarbrough. “Youth and creativity 
go together. 

“this is one way the ABN can 
help highlight their student minis-
try activities and share it with thou-
sands of Arkansas Baptists.” 

the rules of the contest are 
simple. Youth group leaders are re-
quired to submit entries for their 
youth groups, with each video meet-
ing the following guidelines: 

• Be about a ministry of the 
church in which youth are involved 
during 2010-11 (mission trip pro-
motion or report, evangelism out-
reach, etc.). 

• Be produced by students in 
the youth group.

• Be no more than 3 minutes 
in length.

• Must not use any copyright-
ed material, such as music, art or 
logos.

• Be posted for online access via 
Youtube, Vimeo, godtube or an-
other video sharing service, and a 
link must be submitted to the ABN 
via email to abn@arkansasbaptist.
org.

Winners will be notified by 
email, and their videos will be high-
lighted in an ABN digital edition 
and online at www.arkansasbaptist.
org. 

Videos will be judged by ABN 
and Arkansas Baptist State Con-
vention staff for the following: cre-
ativity, original music performed by 
students, original concept for video, 
significance of the ministry, techni-
cal quality of the video, youth’s role 
in the ministry, etc.

In addition to being recognized 
statewide, prizes include a Flip 
video camera for first place and 
itunes gift cards for second and 
third places.

Lisa Watson
Arkansas Baptist News

Joe PeNNINgtoN, 12, knew his 
best friend, Zane Madden, was not 
a Christian. Pennington, who is a 
member of First Baptist Church, 
Ashdown, said he had been talking 
to his friend about spiritual things 
for a while. 

So, he invited Madden to attend a 
church youth retreat held in January 
at Shepherd of the ozarks, a retreat 
center located near harriot.

While at the retreat, the students 
watched the movie “to Save a life.”

It had a profound affect on many 
of the students, including Madden. 

later that evening, when the 
young man began asking questions 
about spiritual matters, glenda 
Riddle, First Baptist’s youth minis-
ter, took him aside to talk with him. 
And Pennington asked if he could 
go along with her to talk with his 
friend.

“I followed Zane because he’s my 
best friend,” said Pennington.

Pennington said he and Riddle 
“tag-teamed” – working together to 
share the gospel with Madden.

“he got saved, and he’s gonna get 
baptized; hopefully soon,” said Pen-
nington.

More decisions
Madden wasn’t the only one who 

made a decision to follow Christ.
Xenia Rathmann, an exchange 

student from germany, who had 
been attending Wednesday night 
youth group meetings, began to ask 
spiritual questions, even asking Rid-
dle when she first met Jesus.

later that evening, Rathmann 
talked with her friends, Krystal 
Proksch and Courtney Jewell, also 
members of the First Baptist youth 
group.

through her tears Rathmann 
began asking her friends questions 
about salvation, eventually making 
a profession of faith in Christ.

“It was an amazing experience,” 
said Proksch. “We could just feel 
god moving,” 

Riddle agreed, noting, Rath-
mann’s first words to her following 
her decision were, “I am so full of 
joy.”

“I have never, ever, in all my years, 
seen someone as excited about being 
saved,” said Riddle, noting the girl 
was leaping for joy. “It was amaz-
ing.”

Proksch said she and Jewel “car-
ried” that experience with them as 
they returned back home.

Sharing Christ
Jewell said she and others in the 

youth group realized they needed to 
be more actively involved in sharing 
Christ with others.

“Instead of just talking about it, 
we realized we needed to act on it,” 
she explained.

Jewell said she was determined 
not to “get back in a rut” when she 

returned home.
Proksch also realized she needed 

to be more active in sharing her 
faith.

But she also knew she didn’t 
have to do it alone. So the students 
began praying to god for help to 
reach their peers.

“god lit us on fire, and it just 
spread,” said Proksch.

When the students returned 
from the retreat, they stayed true to 
their commitments.

Reaching teens
First Baptist opens up its youth 

room to students from Ashdown 
high School to come directly from 
school to the church on Wednes-
days. Many of these students come 
from families that do not regularly 
attend church.

Butch Riddle, First Baptist 
Church pastor for the past 21 years 
and glenda Riddle’s husband, said 
the church altered its youth program 
to reach these teenagers for Christ. 

“Wednesday night is now our 
prime time for Bible teaching,” he 
said. “We have solid Bible study, 
music, skits and more.”

the church also renovated the 

youth space into a large room, com-
plete with a soda fountain, Wii 
games, foosball, a stage and lighting 
for worship. 

Several of the committed youth 
group members began staying after 
Wednesday night youth meetings, 
talking with new people who were 
attending the sessions. And a re-
markable thing happened.

Students started making profes-
sions of faith in Christ. 

Jewell and Austin Ardwin were 
among the students who shared 
Christ with the students. 

Ardwin said the students who 
attend on Wednesday nights are 
more willing to open up to fellow 
students. 

“When the kids come here, they 
may not trust griddle (Riddle) as 
much as me or Courtney,” said Ar-
dwin. “they may not open up to 
her, but the kids are willing to open 
up to me.”

“god has such big plans,” said 
Proksch, noting some of the youth 
group members had gotten frustrat-
ed in the past. “We had been pray-
ing and praying and our faithfulness 
paid off,” she said. “god answered 
our prayers.”

Retreat sparks student-led ministry

ABN youth video contest deadline June 1

She said it’s been “incredible” to 
be a part of what god is doing at 
First Baptist.

“this place will accept everybody, 
no matter who you are,” said Chris 
Foster. the young man said he 
first began attending youth group 
activities reluctantly when his fam-
ily moved from California. But the 
more he attended, the more he real-
ized the people were real.

“I decided this is unbelievable,” 
he said. “the people here have so 
much joy in what they believe in.”

glenda said she believes what 
happened is simple. “We’ve gotten 
out of the way, and god’s encour-
aged our students,” she said.

She admits she’s not the aver-
age youth minister. “I’m different. 
I push the kids’ buttons – challenge 
them,” she said. “I don’t think we 
can do (youth ministry) in a normal 
way.”

glenda said she has chosen a 
different approach with her youth 
because today’s youth experience ev-
erything up close and personal. 

“everything they have is in their 
face. I do that spiritually … in their 
face – and love on them at the same 
time,” she said.

glenda said she’s done some 
unique things to be “in the faces” 
of her youth – from having a large 
bucket of water poured on her, to 
talking about the hard topics such 
as homosexuality. 

She is thankful for the oppor-
tunity to work with the students 
at First Baptist. “I’m still learning, 
but I think the students are the fu-
ture of the church,” she said. “If we 
don’t disciple them now, when they 
leave home, they will be gone from 
church.”

glenda is quick to point out the 
group is far from perfect. “We still 
have struggles. We still have drama. 
But kids are being saved.

“that’s the most important 
thing.”

Contact Lisa Watson at lisa@ar-
kansasbaptist.org.

Prizes announced

Youth worship at recent Wednesday night service at First Baptist, Ashdown.
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Jessica Vanderpool
Arkansas Baptist News

SoMeWheRe BetWeeN petting 
a cow and forming a human pyra-
mid, students at the First Baptist 
Church, glenwood, Disciple Now 
had to get someone to buy them a 
cantaloupe, switch the cantaloupe 
for a hamburger and then give the 
hamburger away – all as part of the 
Saturday afternoon scavenger hunt 
in which students competed. 

But Disciple Now also had a se-
rious side and 
focused on the 
theme of “the 
Way.”

Jeremy graves, 
First Baptist’s 
youth minister, 
explained that 
events like Dis-
ciple Now help 
students who are saved grow spiritu-
ally, and they reach out to students 
who are not saved in the hopes they 
will come to know Christ.

he said while his youth group has 
“seen the ups and downs most youth 
groups see,” they have also seen spir-
itual growth.

“these students are hungry; they 
dig in the Word; they ask questions 
of me that even I sometimes am like, 
‘I’m going to have to look for that 
answer,’” graves said.

And Disciple Now is just one 
aspect of the youth ministry. the 
church is also part of an interde-
nominational youth worship ser-
vice called “Consumed.” graves 
explained the monthly service seeks 
to reach out to generation Now, re-
gardless of students’ backgrounds, 
and allow them to worship together 
and “use their talents in worship.” 

the service began as a result of 

Glenwood students experience ‘The Way’

PASTOR

C l a s s i f i e d s
Evening Shade First Baptist Church of Evening Shade, 

Ark., is accepting resumes for pastor.  Will consider a full-
time or bi-vocational pastor. Please send resumes to 
Frank Gay, 9 Arkansas Highway 115, Cave City, AR 72521, 
or email to fullcircle73@yahoo.com.

Small, rural, non-traditional Baptist church seeking 
bi-vocational pastor. Send resumes to Koinonia 
Christian Fellowship, Box 386, Imboden, AR 72434.

Southern Baptist church seeking bi-vocational 
pastor; parsonage available if needed. Please send re-
sume to Cocklebur Baptist Church, 4138 Cocklebur Road, 
Ward, AR 72176.

Cherry Street Baptist Church is currently seeking a 
pastor. CSBC is located in Clarksville, Ark., a city of 9,600 
residents in Johnson County, where over 19,000 people 
reside. We have a loving, Christ-centered congregation 
and a beautiful sanctuary with a Sunday morning at-
tendance of over 40. Our sanctuary accommodates ap-
proximately 250.  We also have many classrooms to ac-
commodate growth. The pastor’s salary is $40,000, plus 
a two-bedroom parsonage located next to CSBC. The 
University of Ozarks and downtown Clarksville are three 
blocks from CSBC. Staff includes a part-time secretary, 
nursery worker and custodian. We are praying for a God-
called pastor who is willing to follow the lead of the Holy 
Spirit in a variety of possible ministries. Send resumes to 

OTHER STAFF POSITIONS

for a part-time music minister for our two worship 
services on Sunday. For more information, contact Pastor 
Kelly Jones at 870-344-0173 or kellyjones@rittermail.
com.

Bayou Meto Baptist Church, Jacksonville, Ark., is 
accepting resumes for part-time music director.  
Resumes may be sent to bayoumeto@centurytel.net or 
Bayou Meto Baptist Church, Attn: Music Search Team, 
26200 Hwy. 107, Jacksonville, AR 72076.

Immanuel Baptist Church is seeking a bi-vocation-
al minister of music and youth. Send resume to 
2201 S. Dallas, Fort Smith, AR 72901. 479-782-1009, or 
visit www.immanuelbaptistfs.org.

Trinity Baptist Church, Searcy, is seeking a full-time 
student minister. If interested, send resume to 1601 
East Moore, Searcy, AR 72143.

First Baptist Church of Fordyce, Ark., is seeking a 
full-time position for worship leader/educa-
tion/senior adults.  If interested, please send resume 
to 501 North Main Street, Fordyce, AR 71742, Attn: Search 
Committee.

First Baptist Church, Forrest City, is seeking a full-
time minister of music. If interested, send resume to 
507 N. Rosser St., Forrest City, AR 72335.

Submit classified ads online at www.arkansasbap-
tist.org, or send to nelle@arkansasbaptist.org.

Elliott Baptist Church in Camden, Ark., is looking for a 
bi-vocational youth pastor. Incredible facilities with 
gymnasium. Excellent opportunity in a growing church.  
Call 870-231 6411 or 479-883-0380. Email tabrown23@
yahoo.com.

The Washington Madison Baptist Association in 
Northwest Arkansas is seeking a full-time associational 
missionary. Please send resumes to WMBA, 1925 Green 
Acres Road, Fayetteville, AR 72703, or email amresume@
wmbaonline.net by May 31.

FBC Harrisburg (www.harrisburgfbc.com) is looking 

P. O. Box 378, Clarksville, AR 72830 or dstandri@suddenlink.
net, or call Dennis at 479-754-8299.

First Baptist Church, Unionville, Mo., a dispensational, 
fundamentally conservative church, is prayerfully seeking an 
experienced full-time senior pastor. Send resume and 
detailed doctrinal statement to 104 N. 15th, Unionville, MO  
63565, or email to fbc-unionville@hotmail.com

Southern Baptist church seeking bi-vocational pas-
tor; parsonage available if needed. Please send resume to 
the attention of Bonnie Wilbanks at First Baptist Church, P.O. 
Box 117, Gillett, AR 72055.

Salem Baptist Church, Stephens, Ark., is seeking a bi-
vocational pastor. Please send resume to John Moore, 
1454 N. 1st Street, Stephens, AR 71764.

ter.”
Since then, life has not been the 

same, she said. 
“It was about a month ago, and 

I’ve noticed (in) the short time I 
have been saved how god has used 
me in so many people’s lives – just 
how I act so much different and the 
influence I have on people, like peo-
ple notice that I’m different now.”

For instance, she stood up to stu-
dents at school who used foul lan-
guage. She also encouraged a friend 

not to make a bad choice; her friend 
later made a profession of faith in 
Christ. 

graves commented on how the 
youth group has been affected. he 
noted growth in small groups, stu-
dents drawing closer to the lord 
and each other, students showing 
each other more brotherly love and 
students “being drawn back, to a 
true biblical and godly holiness.”

Contact Jessica Vanderpool at jes-
sica@arkansasbaptist.org.

Students worship at a recent Disciple Now at First Baptist, Glenwood.

VIEWPOINT
continued from page five
people saw him. this is a cardinal 
doctrine of the Bible. In fact, you 
cannot be saved unless you believe 
in his resurrection. “that if thou 
shalt confess with thy mouth the 
lord Jesus, and shalt believe in 
thine heart that god hath raised 
him from the dead, thou shalt be 
saved” (Rom. 10:9). 

For me, it is easy to believe that 
he rose from the grave. After all, 
he is the Son of god, isn’t he? Did 
he not walk on water and give the 
blind their sight? Did he not raise 
other people from the grave who 
had been dead for days? 

this one thing I am sure of: “…
how that Christ died for our sins 
according to the scriptures; and 
that he was buried, and that he 
rose again the third day according 
to the scriptures” (1 Cor. 15:3-4).  
this easter Sunday you can rejoice 
along with the Angel when he said, 
“he is not here: for he is risen, as 
he said.”

some communal events, which 
graves and a fellow youth pastor in 
town worked together to hold. 

“the students really started ask-
ing for some more. they really want-
ed more worship,” graves explained. 
After 12-18 months of prayer, Con-
sumed was launched. graves said it 
takes place once a month and usually 
includes speakers, scripture reading, 
worship, gospel presentation and a 
time of sharing. the churches take 
turns hosting the event.

“our goal is really for more 
churches to get in-
volved with it so 
that they’ll host it 
at their churches 
because it’s all 
about worship. 
It’s about exalt-
ing the King, our 
sovereign god” 
graves said.

he said the name “Consumed” 
comes from hebrews 12:29, which 
says, “For our god is a consuming 
fire” (NIV).

graves explained, “our prayer 
is that god will consume all of the 
noise, all of the things, all of the 
outside influences … and that it will 
become more and more about him 
and just for his glory, for his praise, 
and just more time with him, less 
time with the world, as far as activ-
ity that takes us away from god so 
often or so often away from his ser-
vices.”

Student Karah Smith said it was 
at a Consumed service that she made 
a profession of faith in Christ.

“everything they said just pointed 
directly to me,” she said. “I was like, 
‘I don’t want to live in sin anymore.’ 
I was like, ‘I’m ready to just give it 
all up and live for god.’ And I got 
saved, and it just felt so much bet-

CONSUMED
“For our God is a 
consuming fire.” 



14   BApTiST life April 21, 2011

eVeRY DAY consumers receive in-
formation on the latest and greatest 
health treatments. It is important 
to discuss with your family doctor 
which treatments will work best for 
you. hyperbaric oxygen therapy, a 
long-standing treatment for scuba 
divers suffering from decompres-
sion sickness or 
“the bends,” has 
proven effective for 
the treatment of a 
variety of disorders, 
everyday injuries 
and illnesses. From 
diabetic ulcers, spider bites, crush 
injuries, burns, surgical wounds 
and a wide variety of other wounds 
requiring specialty care, hyperbaric 
oxygen therapy can help with the 
healing process.

 Recently, NeA Baptist Wound 
Management and Prevention Cen-
ter, a department of NeA Baptist 
Memorial hospital in Jonesboro, 
purchased and installed two of 
the region’s largest and latest hy-
perbaric chambers. the hyperbaric 
chamber works by completely sur-
rounding the patient with 100 per-
cent oxygen at above-normal atmo-
spheric pressure – up to three times 
as much depending on what the 
doctor orders. the treatments in-
crease the amount of oxygen in the 
patient’s blood and allow red blood 
cells to pass more easily though 
the plasma into a wound to heal 
it from the inside out. Simply put, 
the oxygen is food for the cells. the 

treatments increase circulation and 
encourage the growth of healthy tis-
sue. Statistics show that oxygen is 
one of the most powerful agents 
available to modern medicine.

 NeA Baptist’s Wound Preven-
tion and Management Center 
focuses on improving patient out-

comes through the 
use of several proven 
therapies. therapies 
are selected to meet 
each patient’s indi-
vidual needs and may 
include the above de-

scribed hyperbaric oxygen therapy 
or other treatments such as com-
pression, artificial skin grafting and 
application of growth factors, vac-
uum-assisted closure, off-loading, 
as well as individualized dressing 
changes that incorporate high-tech 
supplies. While visiting the cen-
ter, patients are given instruction 
about correct wound care and pre-
vention of new injuries. under the 
direction of Dr. James Fletcher, the 
wound care team will address the 
majority of a patient’s needs but 
at times rely on the NeA Baptist 
Clinic team of specialists.

 Advanced wound therapy offers 
a unique service to patients with 
chronic and complex wounds. the 
services NeA Baptist Wound Pre-
vention and Management Center 
provides are not typically available 
in traditional outpatient settings.

For more information, go to 
www.neabaptist.com.

Hyperbaric therapy offered

Deaundra Waddell
NEA Baptist Memorial 

Hospital

BAPtist PrOFiLe

Karen Jordan
Crossgate Church, Hot Springs

AS 150 VoluNteeRS from Cross-
gate Church in hot Springs set up a 
life-sized replica of the biblical taber-
nacle, our thoughts drifted back to 
stories about the children of Israel. 
For 40 years, they carried the taber-
nacle through the wilderness to the 
Promised land. transporting the 
portable tabernacle from California 
to Arkansas helped them imagine 
the difficulty that the Jewish peo-
ple faced. each stage of the project 
served as lessons in understanding 
the significance of the biblical ac-
count.  

how did “the tabernacle experi-
ence” impact visitors? Crossgate wel-
comed 5,000 visitors from Canada, 
several states and more than 130 Ar-
kansas churches, schools and other 
organizations. 

Crossgate pastor Shawn Barnard 
sees this event was evidence of the 
church’s vision to “become an epi-
center of god’s activity from which 
he will shake the nations for his 
glory.” 

linda Barnes said, “the taber-
nacle … came to life through this 
experience. Prior to the study and 
the replica, it was just another story 

at Crossgate, Barnard asked Jeanne 
Whittaker, the tabernacle experi-
ence founder, what church mem-
bers could expect.

“the lord has been faithful to 
show up. If he doesn’t, (the taber-
nacle) is not worth bringing,” said 
Whittaker.

Afterward, Barnard agreed, ex-
pressing amazement in how god 
moved in the lives of the tabernacle 

visitors. he shared that many peo-
ple were visibly moved to tears or 
speechless as god awakened people 
to the truth of the scripture.

For more photos, videos and 
comments, visit the Crossgate 
Church Web site at www.crossgate.
org/tabx.

Karen Jordan is a writer living in 
Hot Springs and a member of Crossgate 
Church.

‘Tabernacle Experience’ Reflections

Crossgate Church volunteers set up a life-sized replica of the biblical tabernacle April 1-8. Photo by 
Karen Jordan.

in the Bible with ‘boring dimen-
sions’ that didn’t make sense. … 
(Now) I have a greater reverence for 
the scriptural meaning of each de-
tail and how it relates to Christ and 
salvation.”

tara Ross said the experience 
brought the Bible to life for her chil-
dren.

“they listened intently and pa-
tiently and followed every instruc-
tion from the virtual tour guide,” 
she said. “Some of it was over their 
heads, but they didn’t seem to mind. 
Now, they have a tangible experi-
ence to remember when they are 
able to comprehend it more in a few 
years.”

Paige Barnes, 10, said the holy of 
holies “drew her closer to god.”

leah Shultz said, “I could imag-
ine what it must have been like for 
the 12 tribes who camped in their 
tents surrounding the tabernacle. to 
think that Almighty god was there 
in their midst must have been reas-
suring and terrifying all at the same 
time. ... ‘the tabernacle experience’ 
brought back the realization of his 
power, his holiness and mostly of 
his grace and his love for us, his 
creation. he has always wanted to 
dwell among us.” 

Prior to the tabernacle arriving 
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One of the most unique aspects 
of the Book of esther is that 

the name of god is never used. 
however, god’s mighty work is seen 
throughout the entire book. In this 
lesson, esther uses her position of 
influence to save her people from 
certain annihilation.

After their 70-year exile, the 
Jews were allowed to return to their 
homeland. Among those who stayed 
in Persia were esther and her cous-
in and adopted father, Mordecai. 
Vashti, the queen of Persia, defies 
an order of the king and is deposed.  
esther, while keeping her Jewish her-
itage a secret, becomes the queen.

King Ahasuerus promotes 
haman as his prince. he demands 
homage, but Mordecai refuses to 
bow. haman becomes furious with 
Mordecai and devises a plan to 
eradicate all the Jews from Persia. 
Without much thought, the king 
signs off on the plan.

Mordecai tells esther she must 
inform the king. She knows appear-
ing before the king unsummoned, 
could mean death. Mordecai wants 
her to consider that god may have 
raised her up “for such a time as 
this” (esth. 4:14). he reminds her 
that if she remains silent, she will 
perish. If she doesn’t act, deliver-

ance will come from another source, 
but she will still perish. Mordecai is 
asking esther to consider how god 
may be working 
in her life. he is 
asking her to use 
her influence to 
save her people.

esther does 
use her influence 
as queen and foils 
haman’s plan, 
and he is hanged. 
god used esther 
to save his people. 
Few of us will be in such a position, 
but god places his servants in the 

right time and place for doing his 
work. When I read that phrase, “for 
such a time as this,” I am reminded 

that god raised up 
different individu-
als at specific times 
to influence me. I 
have taken differ-
ent paths because 
of that influence. 
As believers, we 
need to be sensi-
tive to the people 
and events around 
us. god may want 

to use us to affect change in the lives 
of those in our sphere of influence.

H ave you ever met someone 
for the first time and within 

minutes you knew exactly what he 
or she was passion-
ate about? Back in 
January, I started 
a physical therapy 
program, and 
within minutes 
of arriving I knew 
what my physical 
therapist’s pas-
sion was – sports! 
he was consumed 
with it, and he 
knew his stuff. I usually arrived be-
fore him to start my warm-up so I 
quickly learned his routine. 

the first thing he did each morn-

ing was turn on the tV mounted 
above the equipment. he’d grab a 
cup of coffee and stand in front of 

eSPN, catching 
up on what had 
happened over-
night in the world 
of sports. For the 
next hour – as 
he put patients 
through their rou-
tines – conversa-
tion would swirl 
around me about 
particular athletes 

or games that had been played the 
night before. Although their con-
versation simply made my eyes glaze 
over and I wished just once he’d 

switch the channel to hgtV, I was 
impressed with how knowledgeable 
he was about sports and athletes. It 
was a consuming passion for him, 
and he wanted to talk about it with 
everyone who walked in the door.

how does one become that pas-
sionate about something? For my 
friend, the therapist, he obviously 
was introduced to sports, then began 
participating in sports, learned the 
fundamentals, acquired knowledge 
and understanding as he studied 
sports by watching and participating 
and then, finally, poured his time 
and energy into sports. By the time 
I met him, he was able to articulate 
easily with others about sports.

By the time we find Paul in Co-

lossians, he has developed an all-
consuming passion for sharing the 
gospel with the gentiles. It was his 
calling. It was the ministry given to 
him by god. Paul knew his stuff. 
he understood how hard the game 
of life was for these new converts, 
and he wanted to make sure that 
the Colossians had the proper skills 
to do life. they needed to know the 
truth so they would not be deceived 
and led astray. 

As Christians, in a world where 
there are so many lies masquerading 
as truth, it is important that we, too, 
know the truth and be able to ex-
press it clearly to others. Now, that’s 
something worth being passionate 
about!

I never cease to be amazed at 
the information that is readily 

available simply 
with the click of a 
mouse. Does any-
one remember 
when we wrote 
off for informa-
tion and then ex-
pectantly waited 
for that packet 
to come in the 
mail? or, do you 
remember the big 
deal it was to go 
to the library and search through 
the card catalog, trying to find ref-
erence material that would answer 

your questions or help you write a 
term paper?  

today if I have a 
question, I simply 
go to my computer, 
type a topic or ques-
tion into the google 
search engine and 
immediately have 
page after page of 
information. I have 
found that one of 
the top Web pages 
that often appears 
is Wikipedia. For 

several years, I assumed that the 
information presented there was 
good, reliable and trustworthy. 

eventually, I overheard a teacher 
talking about how frustrated she 
was with students who had written 
papers based solely on information 
found in Wikipedia. She went on 
to say that the information found 
there may be false or incomplete. I 
was surprised and somewhat taken 
aback. I decided to see what other 
sources said about Wikipedia so off 
to google I went. one of the first 
statements to appear was this: “the 
creators of Wikipedia are the first 
to admit that not every entry is ac-
curate and that it might not be the 
best source of material for research 
papers.” this poor information can 
affect a grade, but there are even big-

ger issues at stake when it comes to 
knowing what is true and what is 
not true.

In this crazy, mixed up society 
that we live in, it is imperative that 
we know the truth of the Bible so 
we can be on our guard against false 
teachings (Col. 2:8). the only way 
we can do this is to be in god’s 
Word. We must study it, memorize 
it, talk about it and put it into prac-
tice. We cannot assume that every-
thing we hear taught and preached 
is true. We must be like the Bereans, 
“for they received the message with 
great eagerness and examined the 
Scriptures every day to see if what 
Paul said was true.” Acts 17:11b.

Someone once wrote, “When you 
fear god, you have nothing else 

to fear.” the “fear of the lord” was 
the foundation for Joshua’s lead-
ership. however, we know Joshua 
experienced fear because god told 
him not to (1:9). Joshua was to be 
Moses’ successor and lead the peo-
ple into Canaan to possess the land. 
Scripture reveals how god helped 
Joshua overcome his fears.

First, god “equipped” Joshua for 
leadership. Joshua’s life reveals this. 
Joshua led the people in a victorious 
battle against the Amalekites (ex. 
17:9, 10, 13-14). he accompanied 
Moses to the mountain of god (ex. 

24:13). Joshua, along with Caleb, 
spied out the land of Canaan and 
brought back a good report (Num. 
14:6-10). he was indwelt by the holy 
Spirit (Num. 27:18). god called him 
to assist Moses (Num. 27:18-23). 
he followed the lord fully (Num. 
32:12).

Secondly, Joshua received en-
couragement from two sources. 
Joshua received encouragement di-
rectly from the lord. god promised 
Joshua success if he observed what 
was written in the law of Moses (vv. 
6-9). Joshua was encouraged by the 
people (vv. 16-18). they told Joshua 
they would stand with him and do 

all that he commanded them.
thirdly, he was “enabled.” god 

told Joshua to “be strong and cou-
rageous” (vv. 6-7).  
these words were 
enablers. Joshua 
would need his ex-
perience and skills, 
but the victory ulti-
mately would come 
through faith and 
obedience to god’s 
Word.

this past year, I 
was asked to coor-
dinate a new ministry in our church 
that would impact our association 

and county. As I agreed, many fears 
surfaced. I called a friend who leads 
these types of ministries, and his 

first words were, 
“fear not.” his 
most encouraging 
words were, “I will 
be with you every 
step of the way.”

When god 
calls us to a task, 
he will equip us, 
encourage us and 
enable us to over-
come our fears 

and be successful. he promises to 
be with us every step of the way.

Frances Raley  
minister of adult education  

First Baptist Church, Benton

Scripture passage:
Colossians 1:21-2:7

exPLOre the BiBLe

mAy 1, 2011

BiBLe studies FOr LiFe

mAy 1, 2011
Gerald Nash, member 

Second Baptist Church, Conway

Scripture passages:
Joshua 1:1-11, 16-18

Keeping the truth

Overcoming your fears

Expressing the truth

Use your influence

Frances Raley  
minister of adult education  

First Baptist Church, Benton

Scripture passage:
Colossians 2:8-23

exPLOre the BiBLe

mAy 8, 2011

BiBLe studies FOr LiFe

mAy 8, 2011
Gerald Nash, member 

Second Baptist Church, Conway

Scripture passages:
esther 4:13-17; 8:3-8
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First Baptist Church, 
Glenwood, hosts “Con-
sumed” youth service.

More than 1,000 youth and 
adults attend the Youth 
Evangelism Conference

Youth serviceYouth conference

Revival erupts at  
Summit Church
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Child sex trafficking is growing in U.S.
WASHINGTON (BP) – Commercial sexual 

exploitation remains a major problem among 
the young in the United States, with an estimat-
ed 100,000 U.S. children trafficked annually, 
experts say.

"The majority of the victims that we're finding 
who are child sex-trafficking victims are U.S. citi-
zens or lawful permanent residents," said Sarah 
Vardaman, senior director of Shared Hope In-
ternational. 

Vardaman's comment came at a live webcast 
hosted by Tony Perkins, president of the Fam-
ily Research Council in Washington, D.C. The 
event focused on the reasons minors and young 
adults are sexually exploited in the U.S. in such 
great numbers.

China arrests Christians 
BEIJING (BP) – China's abuse of religious 

freedom, which often takes place behind the 
scenes, was on display for the entire world April 
10 when approximately 200 members of an un-
registered Protestant church were arrested and 
placed on a bus during broad daylight in Bei-
jing, the nation's capital. It was one of the largest 
crackdowns on an unregistered church in years, 
with upwards of 1,000 police involved.

The scene, recorded on a BBC video and re-
ported by newspapers such as The New York Times 
and The Toronto Star, took place as members of 
Shouwang Church attempted to meet in an out-
door public plaza. The congregation had lost 
its indoor facility and had used the Internet to 
advertise the outdoor church meeting.

GuideStone adds online Korean content
DALLAS (BP) – Korean-language retirement 

and insurance information and forms are now 
available for GuideStone Financial Services' par-
ticipants at www.GuideStone.org/Korean.

GuideStone's Korean-language site joins a 
Spanish-language site – www.GuideStone.org/
espanol – launched in fall 2009. Other than 
English, Korean and Spanish are the most com-
mon language groups among Southern Baptist 
churches.

Many of the most popular GuideStone bro-
chures and forms are translated and available on 
both the Korean- and Spanish-language sites.

Cohabitating couples must be allowed 
to adopt, Arkansas court declared 

LITTLE ROCK, Ark. (BP) – More than two 
years after Arkansas voters prohibited adoptions 
by cohabitating couples, the Arkansas Supreme 
Court reversed that ban April 7 in a ruling that 
could have national implications.

Act 1 was dubbed a "gay adoption ban" by 
critics and some segments of the media, but it 
actually prohibited adoptions and foster care by 
all non-married couples, heterosexual and ho-
mosexual. 

After 57 percent of Arkansas voters approved 
it in 2008, the American Civil Liberties Union 
(ACLU) filed suit on behalf of a lesbian couple 
and other Arkansas citizens.

Supporters said the law was based on com-
mon sense as well as studies showing that chil-
dren, on average, fare best when raised with a 
married mother and father.
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