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Students take part in a guided time of prayer during the 2015 Youth Evangelism Conference held Aug. 7-8. Students were led in 
prayer for personal holiness, prayer for lost friends, prayer for the nations and more. Photo by Jessica Vanderpool

FAYETTEVILLE – Aaron 
and Melissa Klein, owners 
of an Oregon bakery fined 
$135,000 for discrimination 
after refusing to bake a cake 
for a lesbian wedding, joined 
200 other people at a rally 
held at University Baptist 
Church in Fayetteville op-
posing a proposed civil rights 
ordinance.

Organizers of the rally, 
Protect Fayetteville, say the 
proposed ordinance, Ordi-

The ABN classifieds have a new, 
more readable design!

Read them on Page 13.
The ABN classifieds are a great way to advertise for your church or business. 

You can now submit a classified ad via the ABN website at 

arkansasbaptist.org/ad

Oregon bakers join hundreds
at University Baptist rally

See BAKERS page 10

nance 5781 – which will be 
put to a vote Sept. 8 – in-
fringes on religious First 
Amendment freedoms. If 
approved, proponents say it 
would protect the lesbian, 
gay, bisexual, transgender 
(LGBT) community from 
being denied service or hous-
ing or being fired based on 
sexual orientation and gen-
der identity.

‘Let’s plow ahead,’
ABSC’s Tucker says

See PLOW AHEAD page 6900 attendees challenged at YEC

Tim Yarbrough
Arkansas Baptist News

LITTLE ROCK – With social 
and cultural change swirling 
around the Church at every 
turn, now is the time for 
Arkansas Baptists to “plow 
ahead” as they seek to reach 
their communities, 
state, nation and world 
for Jesus Christ, J.D. 
“Sonny” Tucker, ex-
ecutive director of the 
Arkansas Baptist State 
Convention (ABSC), 
told members of the 
Executive Board and 
guests Aug. 18.

Pointing to all of 
the great things God is doing 
among Arkansas Baptists, 
Tucker reiterated that times of 
uncertainty are not the times 
to express fear, but rather to 
renew efforts to share the gos-
pel and be “where we need to 
be spiritually.”

He said that he is not as 
concerned with churches 

being forced to marry same-sex 
couples as he is how the U.S. 
Supreme Court’s legalizing of 
same-sex marriage will impact 
society in general and Arkan-
sas agencies and institutions, 
such as colleges, the Arkansas 
Baptist Children’s Homes and 
Family Ministries and camps. 

“We’re going to 
have to figure out what 
to do,” said Tucker. 
“We’ll work with legal 
counsel to work our 
way into this. We don’t 
know what this looks 
like (yet). So I want to 
ask you to be patient 
with the Executive 
Board, with agencies 

and institutions, and let’s find 
our way through this. 

“Let’s don’t lose the good 
thing we have (in Arkansas) 
through fear and panic.”

Tucker added, “The big 
thing is let’s just plow ahead. 
Let’s don’t lose momentum.”

Jessica Vanderpool
Arkansas Baptist News

LITTLE ROCK – Evangelist 
Clayton King talked to stu-
dents at the 2015 Youth Evan-
gelism Conference (YEC) 
about strength – but not the 
type of strength that comes 
from weightlifting or sports 
practice. He shared about 
God’s ability to use human 
weakness to show His strength.

“When you will embrace 
your weakness, you will see 
God’s strength like you’ve 
never seen it before,” King 
said, noting that for some at-
tendees that might mean they 
need to admit their weakness 

without Jesus and give their 
lives to Him. 

King served as the speaker 
for YEC, which took place 
Aug. 7-8 at Immanuel Baptist 
Church, Little Rock, and drew 
almost 900 students and lead-
ers from more than 60 church-
es.

“I’m going to tell you that, 
if you are alive, you are weak; 
but your weakness does not 
make you unlovable. Your 
weakness is what draws Jesus 
to you,” King told attendees. 
“God does not expect you to 
be perfect. Jesus was perfect 
for you so that you don’t have 
to be perfect. … Here’s the 
good news – no matter what 

weakness you have, no matter 
what background you come 
from, no matter what mistakes 
you’ve made or sins you’ve 
committed, God is stronger 
than your sin. Jesus is bigger 
than your weakness. 

“And if you will own up to 
your sin and confess it to Jesus, 
the weakness that you think 
impairs you will actually make 
you stronger because Jesus is 
strong in the midst of your 
weakness.”

King spoke from Luke 
23:32-43, sharing about the 
sacrifice Christ made on 
the cross and how “in His  

See YEC page 7

Tucker
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“Sometimes ministry can 
be really hard,” she said. “We 
all know this in our minds, 
but sometimes we don't com-
pletely grasp it until we experi-
ence it ourselves. Parents can 
be frustrating, tough situations 

can arise and people won't al-
ways like what you do. But you 
have to continue to seek the 
Lord and follow His guidance 
even when you are physically, 
mentally, emotionally or spiri-
tually exhausted. If you are 
relying on yourself and your 
own strength, then you aren't 
going to make it. You have to 
trust in Him and rely on Him 
completely. He will always be 
with you.”

Jesse Walker, was a chil-
dren’s recreational intern at 
First Baptist Church, Nor-
phlet, said the summer has 
helped him understand his 
call to ministry leadership.

“I knew that I had a call 
to ministry leadership, but in 
what capacity I had no idea. 
This summer has narrowed 
the spectrum of what God 
wants me to do,” Walker said. 
“I know that He has called me 
into pastoral ministry. In what 
way I’m still not sure; however, 
I do know that when He re-
veals it, I need to be ready to 
do His will, not my own.”

Derik Williamson, who 
served at Northside Baptist 
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SC church asked to quit  
ordaining homosexuals 

 
GREENVILLE, S.C. (BP) 
– The South Carolina Bap-
tist Convention has asked 
a Greenville church to ei-
ther reverse its decision 
to open marriage ceremo-
nies, church membership 
and ordination to homo-
sexuals or withdraw from 
the state convention. First 
Baptist Church, whose 
pastor in 1845 was elected 
the Southern Baptist Con-
vention’s first president, 
voted to cease cooperation 
with the SBC in 1999, ac-
cording to the church’s 
website. But South Caro-
lina’s Baptist Courier news-
journal reported First Bap-
tist still cooperates with 
the state convention but 
not with the local Green-
ville Baptist Association. 
The Cooperative Baptist 
Fellowship is listed among 
the church’s “affiliations” 
on its website.

Josh Duggar admits  
to marital infidelity
NASHVILLE, Tenn. (BP) 
– Former TV personality 
Josh Duggar admitted to 
marital infidelity Aug. 
20 in a post on the fam-
ily website after a massive 
Internet hack revealed he 
had subscribed to an on-
line adultery service. “I 
have been the biggest hyp-
ocrite ever. While espous-
ing faith and family val-
ues, I have been unfaith-
ful to my wife (Anna),” 
the statement read. “I am 
so ashamed of the double 
life that I have been liv-
ing and am grieved for the 
hurt, pain and disgrace 
my sin has caused my wife 
and family, and most of 
all Jesus and all those who 
profess faith in Him. ... I 
have brought hurt and 
a reproach to my family, 
close friends and the fans 
of our show with my ac-
tions,” Duggar wrote. His 
admission was introduced 
with a statement from his 
parents.

Summer of service impacts interns

LITTLE ROCK – Arkansas 
Baptists’ focus on prayer, 
revival and spiritual awaken-
ing continues during a two-
day prayer gathering Aug. 31-
Sept. 1 at Immanuel Baptist 
Church in Little Rock. 

“A Call to Pray for Re-
vival and Awakening: A 
Gathering for Pastors and 
All Ministers” will begin at 
6 p.m. and conclude by 10 
p.m., Monday, Aug. 31 and 
will begin at 8:30 a.m. and 

ABSC prayer gathering set for Aug. 31-Sept. 1  
conclude by noon, Tuesday, 
Sept. 1. A light breakfast will 
be served on Tuesday prior to 
the session.

The event is being spon-
sored by the Arkansas Baptist 
State Convention (ABSC) 
Prayer Task Force, Immanuel 
Baptist and Cross Church of 
Springdale.

Pastors, ministers, ministry 
staff members, staff members 
of ABSC agencies and institu-
tions, associational mission-

aries, retired ministers and 
ABSC staff members, students 
training for ministry and itin-
erant ministers are all invited 
to take part in the gathering.

The event will be led by 
Ronnie Floyd, president of the 
Southern Baptist Convention 
and pastor of Cross Church in 
northwest Arkansas; the praise 
and worship team from Cross 
Church; a special guest; Steve 
Gaines, pastor of Bellevue Bap-
tist Church, Cordova, Tenn., 

and several other pastors.  
“The last prayer event for 

pastors and staff triggered a 
movement of prayer in our 
state like nothing we have 
seen in the last 60 years,” 
said Don Moore, former 
ABSC executive director, re-
tired pastor and member of 
the ABSC Prayer Task Force. 

There is no cost to attend. 
Call 800-838-2272, ext. 
5103, or email gmccallister@
absc.org to register.

Jessica Vanderpool
Arkansas Baptist News

WHAT HAPPENS when 23 
students serve in 18 locations 
across Arkansas in a single 
summer?

More than 700 significant 
relationships are formed, 141 
gospel presentations are made, 
82 people accept Christ as Sav-
ior, 92 lives are rededicated 
and countless lives are forever 
changed.

This is what took place this 
past summer through Kaleo 
Arkansas Summer Ministry 
Associates (KASMA). 

In 2011, the Arkansas Bap-
tist State Convention’s Stu-
dent Summer Missions and 
the Kaleo Arkansas empha-
sis were combined to create 
KASMA. KASMA provides 
students with opportunities 
to obtain professional and 
ministry leadership experi-
ence through the local church 
setting, focusing on a commit-
ment to mentoring. 

This year, participants 
served in ministries such as 
children’s and youth minis-
tries, worship, pastoral min-
istry, communications and 
church planting. They were 
also connected with mentors 
to help guide and grow them 
throughout the summer. 
About 60 people – including 
students, KASMA teams mem-
bers and lead pastors – were 
involved in KASMA this year.

“KASMA 2015 has been 
an exceptional summer as we 
have once again observed first-
hand how God works in and 
through lives that are seeking 
to follow His call,” said Susie 
Thompson, the Kaleo Arkan-
sas consultant for the Arkansas 
Baptist State Convention. “We 

Church in Monticello, said he 
did a “little bit of everything,” 
adding that his internship con-
firmed his call to music minis-
try on a bi-vocational basis.

He said he also grew “closer 
to God.”

John-David Hubbs, 
a youth intern at First 
Baptist Church, Clin-
ton, said the summer 
strengthened him in 
his call and relation-
ship with the Lord as 
well.

“I have been in 
(KASMA) KALEO 
three years, and I have 
been so blessed by my 

experience. I am so grateful 
for all the work done by the 
convention and associations to 
make it possible,” Hubbs said.

Many students also noted 
the benefit of having a mentor.

“Having and mentor/
coach affected me, my experi-
ence and my future by giving 
me someone to talk to, lean 
on, ask for support/advice 
and observe on how he lives 
his life,” said Wesley Perkins, 
who served as a youth intern 
at First Baptist Church, Har-
rison.

Mentors were also struck by 
the importance of investing in 
students.

“I realize how important it 
is to always be investing in the 
next generation to be leaders 
and disciples for Christ,” said 
Emily Friederich, children’s di-
rector at Barcelona Road Bap-
tist Church, Hot Springs Vil-
lage, who served as a KASMA 
mentor.

Friederich noted that it is 
important to be “intentional 
in having someone to invest 

are seeing more and more each 
year that churches and leaders 
are committing themselves 
to intentionally invest in stu-
dents who are seeking to find 
and live out God's call, and 
this intentionality is changing 
the lives of those in 
our churches, as well 
as these student in-
terns.”

Thompson said 
it is a blessing to see 
how students are 
impacted. She also 
enjoys “watching 
leaders and mentors 
recapture the pas-
sion of multiplying 
our efforts as believers by truly 
investing in the lives of these 
students.”

“As we have seen in the 
past, many of these students 
have their call to ministry 
leadership confirmed, and 
some see that their call is to 
grow and serve Him in a secu-
lar field,” she said. “Our desire 
is to help students headed in 
any direction, vocationally, see 
how they can relate the gospel 
of Christ however God leads 
them in their future.”

She expressed her gratitude 
for Arkansas Baptists and their 
commitment to investing in 
the younger generation. 

Thompson added, “It is 
a blessing every year to hear 
from the students about how 
loving, supportive and encour-
aging the people are in the 
churches in which they serve. 
Arkansas Baptists continue to 
grow in our heart to invest in 
this next generation.”

Cydney Fletcher, who 
was a children’s ministry in-
tern at First Baptist Church, 
England, shared one of  
her summer takeaways. See INTERNS page 6

Fletcher Walker Hubbs
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Legalization of pot in 
Colorado taking its toll
 
PUEBLO, Colo. (BP) –  
Baptist leaders in Colo-
rado say recreational use 
of marijuana has taken its 
toll since its legalization 
on Jan. 1, 2014. Charlie 
Jones, pastor of Fellow-
ship of the Rockies in 
Pueblo, said legalization 
has spawned a heightened 
demand for social services 
in southern Colorado, in-
cluding an 81 percent rise 
in marijuana-related calls 
to emergency response 
dispatchers in 2014. 
“People have moved to 
Colorado because of the 
legalization of marijua-
na, and then they have 
stressed the food pantries 
and homeless shelters and 
things like that,” Jones 
said. Twenty-four retail 
stores opened on the first 
day of legal recreational 
marijuana in Colorado 
in 2014; today, the state 
is home to more than 
330 such stores. Pueblo 
County, with a popula-
tion of just over 162,000, 
has issued 41 marijuana 
retail licenses, with out-
lets garnering more than 
$44,600 daily, according 
to the Pueblo Chieftain.

Ky. county clerks battle  
courts over gay licenses
MOREHEAD, Ky. (BP) – 
A federal judge has grant-
ed temporary relief to one 
of two Kentucky county 
clerks still refusing to 
issue any marriage licens-
es following the Supreme 
Court’s nationwide legal-
ization of same-sex mar-
riage. In an Aug. 17 rul-
ing, U.S. District Judge 
David Bunning denied 
a request from Rowan 
County Clerk Kim Davis 
to delay a previous rul-
ing ordering her to issue 
marriage licenses to all 
couples regardless of gen-
der. An attorney for one 
of the couples suing Davis 
said he has “not ruled out 
a motion for her to be 
found in contempt.”

Levy Baptist embraces rich tradition

Steven Tiner, pastor of Levy Baptist Church, North Little Rock, stands in the church’s 
courtyard. Photo by Caleb Yarbrough

Caleb Yarbrough
Arkansas Baptist News

NORTH LITTLE ROCK – A 
bright yellow Jeep caught my 
attention as I made my way 
inside Levy Baptist Church, 
North Little Rock. It was no 
stock outfit. It was lifted, fea-
tured heavy modifications, 
large tires and seemed ready 
to take on the harshest terrain 
the Natural State could throw 
at it. And it was parked in the 
pastor’s parking spot.

Such a vehicle would not be 
cause for surprise had I been 
visiting one of our conven-
tion’s modern, up-and-coming 
church plants. But Levy Bap-
tist is not the kind of church 
that houses Starbucks coffee 
stations in their lobby or loud 
band-driven praise music. 

Levy Baptist has a much dif-
ferent type of reputation.

According to Steven Tiner, 
the church’s pastor, former 
North Pulaski Baptist Asso-
ciational Missionary Jerry Gay 
used to refer to Levy Baptist as 
the association’s 
“liturgical church.”

Visit Levy Bap-
tist on a Sunday 
morning and you 
will understand 
what Gay meant.

The church’s 
beautiful sanctu-
ary stays immacu-
lately maintained 
by church sexton 
Ulysses Baugh. 
Assistant sexton 
Terrance Callihan, 
who is a member 
of the church, 
opens and closes 
the building when-
ever events are held 
and rings a bell to bring order 
during worship services.

Levy Baptist’s use of the 
word “sexton” as the title of 
the church’s caretaker and cus-
todian is just one aspect of the 
church’s intentional emphasis 
on Christian tradition. Tiner, 
a self-described lover of “old 
words,” said Levy Baptist’s tra-
ditionalism is rooted in a love 
of the Church, not a hatred of 
change.

Tiner admits that Levy 
Baptist has reached many se-
nior adults who enjoy that 
the church is “purposefully 
traditional”; however, the pas-
tor also said that the church 
is a place of refuge for young 
Christians seeking a “connec-

tion to the past.”
“There is this great desire 

or need to feel rooted in some-
thing that is very ancient and 
that has held for generation 
after generation after gen-
eration as opposed to being a 
passing trend,” said Tiner. 

“There is certainly nothing 
wrong with making applica-
tion in sermons, and that kind 
of thing, to what is going on 
in the world today. … But we 
are not the church that builds 
a sermon series around the lat-
est movie,” he said.

While the church focuses 
on tradition, Tiner said Levy 
Baptist does not focus on tra-
dition for tradition’s sake. In 
the case of their observation of 
Advent, Tiner said the ancient 
church tradition helps Levy 
Baptist’s congregation to pause 
and get away from the com-
mercialism that has become 
part of the modern Christmas 
season.

Tiner also said that Levy 
Baptist, as a “free church,” is 
not bound by tradition.

“We are a free church using 
traditions,” said Tiner. “It 
seems like usually there are 
two categories. There is the 
free church that knows noth-
ing about the traditions, and 
then there is the traditional 
church that could never be 
free. … We just borrow from 
them without rigidly following 
them.”

While the “high church” 
presentation of Levy Baptist 
may lead people to label it “li-
turgical,” “traditional” or “old-
fashioned,” a closer look at the 
church’s demographics and 
ministry make it much harder 
to pigeonhole.

Levy Baptist is located in 
the Levy neighborhood of 

North Little Rock. When the 
church was founded in 1906, 
Levy was a mostly white work-
ing-class neighborhood, and 
it stayed that way for much of 
the 20th century.

In recent years, Levy’s mi-
nority population has risen 
sharply. Hispanics make up 
one of Levy’s largest ethnic de-

mographics. Ac-
cording to neigh-
bo r s cou t . com, 
nearly 18 percent 
of Levy’s popu-
lation identifies 
as Mexican, and 
nearly 15 percent 
speak Spanish.

Levy Baptist is 
the largest prop-
erty owner in the 
neighborhood, 
and the church’s 
current sanctu-
ary, completed in 
1952, is located 
at the heart of the 
community.

“We have a 
real diversity in our member-
ship. … Especially on the so-
cioeconomic level, we are very 
diverse. We’re also diverse 
racially,” said Tiner. “We are 
very open to the community 
around us. We have recently 
been doing a lot of canvassing 
in the neighborhood.”

“Levy started out as a neigh-
borhood church. Today two-
thirds of the people that study 
Scripture and worship here 
have joined in the last decade,  
and one-third extends beyond 
that decade,” said Tiner. 

“I have officiated at more 
than 100 funerals since I have 
been here. … If we had not 
grown, we would be in serious 
trouble right now. Today our 

attendance is not all that dif-
ferent than it was when I came 
here 12 years ago,” he said.

According to Tiner, Levy 
Baptist averages about 200 
people in worship each Sun-
day.

“Those that remember liv-
ing right down here and walk-
ing to church, those numbers 
are smaller and smaller all the 
time. Levy has become an in-
stitutional church, rather than 
a neighborhood church,” he 
said.

Many of the people who 
attend Levy Baptist today 
commute to the church from 
surrounding areas including 
Little Rock, Jacksonville, Sher-
wood, Cabot and Maumelle. 
That may soon change, how-
ever, said the pastor.

Metroplan, an urban plan-
ning organization based in Lit-
tle Rock, has partnered with 
the city of North Little Rock 
and their Jump Start in Levy 
initiative to begin a large rei-
maging of the neighborhood.

According to Tiner, the 
goal of the new development 
in Levy is to create a neighbor-
hood much like the Argenta 
Arts District in downtown 
North Little Rock, a walkable 
neighborhood with more at-
tractions and zoning which 
permits mixed-use facilities.

“Our vision is that, while 
right now we are institution-
al and people are driving in 
from everywhere, we are prob-
ably about to transition over 
the next decade into being 
very much a neighborhood 
church,” said Tiner.

Tiner hopes as Levy devel-
ops into something new over 

See LEVY BAPTIST page 10

Levy Baptist Church was founded in 1906 as a mission church of Baring 
Cross Baptist Church, North Little Rock.
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Editorial&Opinion “Always be prepared to give an answer 
to everyone who asks you to give the 

reason for the hope that you have...”
 1 Peter 3:15 (NIV)

struck deeply once again by 
the relevance of Scripture and 
its guidance for the daily life 
of the believer.

If you have 
been afraid to 
dive into this 
book because 
you think it 
is over your 
head and not 
within your 

grasp of understanding, just 
read Rev. 1:1-3: “The revela-
tion of Jesus Christ, which 
God gave him to show to his 
servants (Greek: bondser-
vant) the things that must 
soon take place. He made it 
known by sending his angel 
to his servant John, who bore 
witness to the word of God 
and to the testimony of Jesus 
Christ, even to all that he saw. 
Blessed is the one who reads 
aloud the words of this proph-
ecy, and blessed are those 
who hear, and who keep what 
is written in it, for the time is 
near.”

T      he past few weeks I have 
found myself reading and 

studying Revelation during 
my quite time and personal 
Bible study.

It has been 
a few years 
since I have re-
ally dove into 
this prophetic 
book contain-
ing a very 
explicit and descriptive road 
map about the future of man-
kind an all of history. 

In the past, I read and stud-
ied Revelation with somewhat 
of a posture of fear and dread, 
but this time it has been dif-
ferent.

This time I am struck by 
the truth that Revelation is all 
about Jesus and the hope we 
have in our Savior and antici-
pation of the culmination of 
history and our future time 
with Him in glory.

Perhaps it’s my age or what 
is going on in our society, 
culture and world, but I am 

Study Revelation, then persevere and be watchful
Paul is saying that those 

who read, study and heed the 
words of this book will be 
blessed, and that it is written 
for “bondservants” – in other 
words – those who fear and 
are devoted to Jesus Christ. 
That’s us! A bondservant is 
someone fully and completely 
devoted to their Master.

 Much has been written 
and said about what Paul is 
directed by the Lord to write 
about in Revelation 2-3 to 
the seven churches in Asia 
Minor (what is now know as 
Turkey).

Paul instructs believers to 
persevere by not losing their 
love for Christ and to hold 
true to their faith – even unto 
death.

The reward of our faithful-
ness is eternal and should 
serve as a reminder that every 
minute of every hour of every 
day the Lord gives us on this 
earth is purposeful and sig-
nificant.

Bible scholars tell us we are 

Liar, liar, pants on fire
to get the reward. I didn’t 
care so much about whether I 
actually memorized the Scrip-
ture. I just liked the candy 
and the pencil. 

In retrospect, I suppose I’ve 
always been a bit of a prag-
matist. The fun ended when 

I bragged to 
my mother 
about it, who 
in turn, made 
me confess to 
the teacher 

and return my pencil. How 
humiliating! Lying is some-
thing that we are all inclined 
to do. Some people lie more 
than others, but we all face 
the temptation not to tell the 
truth. How many husbands 

Today I’m going to tell 
on myself. When I was a 

child, our children’s church 
director rewarded us on Sun-
day if we had memorized an 
assigned Bible verse from the 
previous week. 

We all lined up, said the 
verse one by 
one and then 
he gave each 
of us a piece 
of candy and 
a pencil. After 
a couple weeks watching the 
other kids, I realized I could 
stand at the end of the line, 
listen to each child in front 
of me and then by the time it 
was my turn, I could remem-
ber the verse just long enough 

have thought twice about 
honestly answering the ques-
tion, “Does this dress make 
me look fat?” I personally 
think that particular question 
reveals an evil plot by wives 
to get their husbands into 
trouble, but that’s an issue for 
another day. 

Telling the truth is not al-
ways easy. It is so much easier, 
at least in the short-term, to 
tell a lie. However, there are 
consequences that come with 
lying. Let me name a few.

(1) Loss of influence. Like 
the “boy who cried wolf,” 
lying diminishes our influ-
ence with others. If we are 
known for telling lies, our 
friends and family members 

eventually grow tired of trying 
to distinguish between what is 
true and what isn’t, and they 
simply quit listening to us. 

(2) Damage to others. 
When we lie about other peo-
ple – things they have suppos-
edly done or said – we dam-
age their reputation. More 
than one pastor has resigned 
his church because individu-
als in the congregation lied 
about his marriage, his min-
istry or his lifestyle. Innocent 
people suffer when we lie. 

(3) Sin against God. The 
same God who said, “Thou 
shalt not kill,” also said, 
“Thou shalt not bear false 
witness against thy neighbor.” 
Above all, lying is a sin. In 

God’s eyes, there are no “little 
sins” or “big sins.” One is just 
as bad as another and needs 
His forgiveness through Jesus 
Christ.

The next time you are 
tempted to tell a lie, ask three 
questions. Will what you say 
honor God? Is this going to 
damage someone’s reputa-
tion? Is it going to destroy 
your credibility? Remember 
that once you get a reputation 
for lying, it can take a long 
time to change it. After all, we 
know where liars ultimately 
go – to Washington.

Kim Reeder is pastor of Bar-
ton Chapel Baptist Church in Ty-
ronza and a frequent contributor 
to the Arkansas Baptist News.

Cartoon by Gary Thomas

Viewpoint
Kim Reeder

Pressing On
Tim Yarbrough
Phil. 3:14

now living in Revelation 2-3, 
with the rest of its prophecy 
to be fulfilled.

No one knows the hour or 
day of Jesus’ return, but we 
know it is getting closer each 
and every day. 

It is our duty as believers 

not to be caught off-guard, 
but rather to honor His re-
turn by remaining faithful to 
the gospel and on watch.

“He who has an ear, let 
him hear what the Spirit says 
to the churches ...” (Rev. 2:7, 
ESV). 
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Beauty is not everything, but it does matter

A clean slate
D                 o you ever look at your calendar or to-do list and wish 

you could just wipe it all clean? 
Many mornings lately, I have awakened to a full plate. 

Every moment of the day seems pre-plotted for me, thanks 
to a long to-do list, a full schedule and plenty of obliga-
tions. In the middle of it all, a nagging question has been 
bugging me.

Is it all truly necessary? 
Should my to-do list truly be locking in 

my activities for each day? If not, what do 
I do about it? How do I honor the com-
mitments I believe God has put before 
me while still leaving the opportunity for 
the Lord to use me as He sees fit each and 
every day? 

After all, He has given me this family and led me to 
homeschool three precious children. He opened the doors 
to an amazing job and allowed me to be a pastor’s wife. 
And, as I have mentioned before, I try hard to listen when 
He closes doors and tells me to let go, even of tasks I’ve 
enjoyed. How can I more fully obey Him in each and every 
obligation, always remaining available and flexible? 

I can surrender.
Surrender is such a simple concept, in all honesty. It sim-

ply means opening my hands and releasing responsibility 

for the day. And, oh, what freedom it brings!
Yes, surrender is a simple concept, but an incredibly 

difficult task. The planner and lists still stare at me. The 
obligations still call. If I begin a morning choosing to sur-
render every moment to the Lord Jesus Christ, 5 minutes 
into the day, I have to choose surrender again. And again. 
And again. Every time the planner distracts me, I must sur-
render again. 

You see, surrender changes my focus, even 
if it does not change my actions. I still consult 
the planner and probably still accomplish the 
same tasks in a day. I will attend the same 
meetings and perform the same duties. But 
without surrender, I accomplish them for the 

purpose of checking them off the list. With surrender, my 
one and only goal is glorifying my Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ. 

That is why surrender brings freedom. The planner may 
still be full, but the slate is clean because the glorification 
of Christ is the only accomplishment that will bring fulfill-
ment instead of exhaustion. 

Do you crave a clean slate today? A fresh start? Don’t 
clear your planner. Instead, just surrender and embrace 
Jesus’ plan for each moment of your day. 

Ann Hibbard is a member of East End Baptist in Hensley.

I pulled into the rural convenience store just as I had 
done at least two days a week for several years. It was 

always a joy to be greeted by the sweet family who had run 
the store for three generations. And since I always seemed 
to show up about the same time of morning, I often saw 
the same commuters headed south toward the Atlanta 
metro area – many of whom I had gotten to know by 
name. 

“Good morning, Mr. Ramsey,” someone would say, 
often followed by a comment about the weather or local 
high school sports. 

But, this morning was different.  I had 
taken the day off work, and rather than 
driving my late-model small foreign luxury 
car, I decided to drive my not-yet-restored 
yellow, primer and rust 1973 Volkswagen 
Beetle. I wore a black T-shirt, ball cap, cut-
off Levi’s and Birkenstocks.

As I got out of my car, the lady walking toward her mini-
van refused to make eye contact and pulled her two small 
children close. While walking to the back of the store to 
get my morning sausage biscuit, I was not greeted by any-
one. Rather, I could feel myself being watched as I reached 
into the cooler to get my bottle of green tea. As I opened 
my wallet to pay for my biscuit and tea, the storeowner 
looked me straight in the face, then paused.

“Mr. Ramsey!” he exclaimed with a delayed grin. “I 
didn’t recognize you.” 

I could feel the tension in the room subside.

What was the difference? I was “packaged” differently. 
My car and clothes made enough difference that I was 
treated completely differently. Now, you might think I am 
going to use this story to talk about not judging others by 
the way they look, or maybe appropriate and inappropriate 
attire. Not today. Today, I want to talk about your worship 
environment – you know, your church building. I know, 
the Church is not the building; it is the people. This is 
true. Nevertheless, just as my car and clothing shaped the 
perception of “Eric Ramsey,” your church building shapes 
the perception of your congregation.

You have one shot at making a first impres-
sion on guests. Right or wrong, a guest’s first 
impression of the identity of your church will 
last a long time. You may truly be the “friend-
liest church in town,” but if your building is 
poorly kept, dimly lit, difficult to navigate and 

not welcoming, a first-time guest will likely form an inac-
curate opinion of who you are and never give you another 
chance to prove yourself. 

Take some time to closely examine your church building. 
Is the main entrance easily identifiable? Are areas of the 
building clearly marked with good signage? Are hallways 
well-lit and rooms warm and inviting? Does the building 
smell musty or old, or fresh and clean? The building is not 
the Church, but it is an important tool for worship and 
ministry. And beauty does matter.

Eric W. Ramsey is an evangelism and mission strategist and 
serves as the associate pastor First Baptist Church, Fort Smith.

God definitely gets angry in 
the Old Testament! In the 

Book of Numbers alone, God 
plagued the Israelites for com-
plaining about their food, and He 
prohibited them from entry into 
the Promised Land. The ground 
swallowed up rebels, and leaders 
died in their prime. 

It’s a small wonder that, in a 
2006 Gallup poll, 71 percent of 
Americans described God as au-
thoritarian, distant and critical.  
Only 23 percent described God as 
benevolent.

Although the Old Testament 
shows a wrathful and angry God, 
it also reveals a loving and forgiv-
ing God. One of the most notable 
passages is found in Exodus. 

In chapter 32, the Israelites 
angered God by creating and 
worshipping a calf idol. Although 
God could have destroyed the Is-
raelites, He did not. Instead, God 
declared to Moses, “The LORD, 
The LORD, the compassionate 
and gracious God, slow to anger, 
abounding in love and faithful-
ness, maintaining love to thou-
sands, and forgiving wickedness, 
rebellion, and sin” (Ex. 34:6-7).

This declaration of God’s love 
is repeated throughout the Old 
Testament. Moses reminded 
God of His declaration, and he 
hoped that God would again for-
give them (Num. 14:18). Several 
Psalms quote it (Psa. 86:15; 103:3; 
145:8), and the Israelites utter it 
to God in their covenant to Him 
(Neh. 9:17). Not only does Joel 
quote it during his urgent plea for 
repentance (Joel 2:13), Jonah is 
even angered by God’s statement 
of forgiveness (Jonah 4:2).  

God’s anger, while disciplinary, 
is always a part of His love. 

Frederick Buechner says, “The 
one who judges us most finally 
will be the one who loves us most 
fully.”

God is just as loving in the Old 
Testament as He is in the New 
Testament. It is the same God in 
both Testaments.

Ken Gore is chairman of the 
department of Christian Studies at 
Williams Baptist College. Send your 
questions to tim@arkansasbaptist.org.

Answering  
the Call
Eric Ramsey

Uncovered Dish
Ann Hibbard

Baptists Ask
Ken Gore

How can the angry God of 
the Old Testament be the 
same as the loving God of 
the New Testament? 

Support the Arkansas Baptist News!
A fund for the Arkansas Baptist News (ABN) has been 
established at the Arkansas Baptist Foundation.  Consider 
helping the official news journal of the Arkansas Baptist 
State Convention for years to come by including the ABN in 
your will or by making a contribution to the ABN. Contact 
the Foundation at 501-376-0732 for more information.



August 27, 20156 

PLOW AHEAD
He said that while he is 

“frustrated” to see same-sex 
marriage made law in the Unit-
ed States, he is “more frustrat-
ed about where we need to be 
spiritually.”

“What we’ve got to have 
is spiritual awakening in this 
country,” said Tucker. “It’s got 
to start with us.”

Tucker added that he appre-
ciated the emphasis on prayer 
and spiritual awakening at the 
recent Southern Baptist Con-
vention (SBC) Annual Meet-
ing in Columbus, Ohio, by 
SBC President Ronnie Floyd, 
who is pastor of Cross Church 
in northwest Arkansas.

“That’s what is going to 
change things,” he said.

Budget recommended
Greg Sykes, pastor of First 

Baptist Church in Russellville 
and president of the ABSC 
Executive Board, convened 
the meeting, which included 
numerous reports, approval of 
the 2016 budget and several 
recommendations.

The 2016 unified Coopera-
tive Program (CP) budget was 
recommended for presenta-
tion to messengers attending 
the fall state annual meeting 
Nov. 3-4 at Hot Springs Baptist 
Church in Hot Springs. ABSC 
Executive Board members 
voted to accept the recommen-
dation of a $22 million bud-
get by the convention finance 
committee chaired by Craig 
Jenkins, pastor of Beech Street 
First Baptist Church in Texar-
kana. It is the fourth consecu-
tive year the ABSC budget has 
stood at $22 million.

In other action, the board:
– Heard testimonies from 

new ABSC staff members 
Chad Grigsby, who will be 
serving on the church planting 
team, and Lee Woodmansee, 
the Baptist Collegiate Ministry 
(BCM) campus minister at the 
University of Arkansas at Fort 
Smith (see related stories).

– Approved a recommen-
dation to amend the articles 
of incorporation for Arkan-
sas Baptist Children’s Homes 
and Family Ministries (AB-
CHomes). The amendment 
adds the following language: 
“(h) To provide residential 
care for single-parent moth-
ers and their children with a 
focus on long-term quality of 
life improvements through 
mentoring, counseling, finan-

continued from page one

cial planning and additional 
services; (i) To relieve poor 
and distressed individuals in 
need of transportation by giv-
ing or selling vehicles at a price 
significantly below fair market 
value.” In addition, the loca-
tion of the principal office for 
ABCHomes is being changed 
from 601 West Capitol, Little 
Rock, AR 72201, to 10 Rem-
ington Drive, Little Rock, 
AR 72204, and the registered 
agent is being changed from 
David Perry to the Executive 
Director of the Arkansas Bap-
tist Children’s Homes and 
Family Ministries. Messengers 
attending the annual meeting 
in November will now vote on 
the recommendation.

– Approved an amendment 
to ABSC bylaws to allow Ex-
ecutive Board committees to 
conduct “meetings using elec-
tronic communications when 
necessary.” Greg Addison, 
ABSC associate executive di-
rector, said the purpose of the 
change is to make committee 

meetings more effective and ef-
ficient by allowing electronic 
meetings to be held without 
travel expenses, and for their 
decisions to be made with a 
quorum authorization when 
otherwise it would be difficult 
to attain.

– Approved a request by 
Camp Siloam to undertake a 
Feed My Sheep fundraising 
campaign to raise funds to 
build a new $3.4 million din-
ing hall on its campus, replac-
ing its existing dinning hall 
that is nearly 100 years old.  
Messengers attending the an-
nual meeting in November will 
now vote on the recommenda-
tion. Jason Wilkie, executive 
director of Camp Siloam, said 
the new dining hall is a part 
of “an exciting new 20-year 
master plan for Camp Siloam 
which will triple the number 
of campers and expand the 
capacity of the camp to be a 
conference center.”

– Agreed with a recommen-
dation from the ABSC Pro-

gram Committee to approve 
2016 goals for all ABSC teams. 
Jeff Paxton, pastor of First Bap-
tist Church, Dover, serves as 
chairman of the committee. 

– Approved the conven-
tion’s annual audit performed 
by the accounting firm of 
Thomas and Thomas of Little 
Rock. Jeff Corley, ABSC con-
troller, said the audit had no 
problems.

– Heard “team impact” sto-
ries from several ABSC staff 
members. Corley spoke about 
Camp Paron. Warren Gas-
away and Larry Grayson, both 
ABSC evangelism and church 
health team members, shared 
about Super Summer and 
WorshipWorks respectively.

– Recognized the follow-
ing outgoing board members: 
Jeff Thomas, of Temple Bap-
tist Church, Searcy; Reid Pen-
nington, of Pocahontas; Rich-
ard Foster, of Grace Baptist 
Church, Camden; John Ed 
Gunnels, of Magnolia; Mike 
Love, of Heber Springs Baptist 

Church, Heber Springs; Rusty 
Bird, of First Baptist Church, 
Monette; Daniel Cerda, of 
Iglesia Bautista Oikos, Rogers; 
Stan Parris, of Second Baptist 
Church, Arkadelphia, and 
Marilyn Posey, of Texarkana. 

Also recognized, but not 
in attendance, were Valerie 
Fitch, of Fort Smith; Don 
Blackmore, of Central Bap-
tist Church, Jonesboro; John 
Theis, of Sherwood; Gary Hol-
lingsworth, of Immanuel Bap-
tist Church, Little Rock, and 
Rob Rash, of Marion.

– Announced the next 
meeting of the board will be 
held immediately following 
the Tuesday, Aug. 3, afternoon 
session of the ABSC Annual 
Meeting at Hot Springs Baptist 
Church in Hot Springs.

– Heard Scripture reading 
and prayer from Jamie Staley, 
pastor of First Baptist Church 
in Crossett. Staley read Luke 
24:32.

Contact Tim Yarbrough at 
tim@arkansasbaptist.org.

Grigsby

Woodmansee

Grigsby new ABSC church planting strategist

Woodmansee new UAFS BCM minister

LITTLE ROCK – Chad Grigs-
by, former church planter and 
pastor at Compass Church in 
Batesville, has been 
named northwest Ar-
kansas church plant-
ing strategist for the 
Arkansas Baptist State 
Convention (ABSC).

In his new role, 
Grigsby is tasked 
with helping existing 
ABSC churches in 
northwest Arkansas 
plant new churches and sup-
port existing church plants. 

He will also work with 
church planters, helping them 

stay connected to one another 
and providing them coaching 
and resources.

“We are excited to 
have Chad Grigsby 
join the church plant-
ing team of the ABSC. 
Chad is a young, cre-
ative thinker with a 
solid SBC (Southern 
Baptist Convention) 
pedigree and con-
nects well with both 
our younger church 

planters and our established 
churches,” said Tim Wicker, 
ABSC church planting team 
leader.

“The last six years that I’ve 
been involved in a church 
plant have been some of the 
best of my life. I have a pas-
sion for the local Church and 
planting more churches,” said 
Grigsby. 

“Northwest Arkansas has 
grown exponentially in the last 
10-15 years. The need for more 
churches to keep up with the 
growth is staggering. … The 
challenges are many, but the 
opportunities far outweigh 
them,” he said.

Grigsby served as church 
planter and directional pastor 
of teaching and shepherding at 

Compass Church in Batesville 
from 2009 to 2015. 

He served at Lifeway 
Church in Arlington, Tenn., 
as worship pastor from 2004-
2006 and lead pastor from 
2006 to 2009.

Grigsby holds a Master of 
Divinity degree from Mid-
America Baptist Theological 
Seminary in Cordova, Tenn., 
and a Bachelor of Arts in 
Christian ministry from Wil-
liams Baptist College in Wal-
nut Ridge. 

He has been married to his 
wife, Jessica, since 2010. The 
couple has one child, Ezra.

LITTLE ROCK – Lee Wood-
mansee has been named Bap-
tist Collegiate Min-
istry (BCM) campus 
minister for the Uni-
versity of Arkansas at 
Fort Smith.

“Lee was first con-
nected to Arkansas 
BCM as a student and 
then on staff as an 
assistant at the Uni-
versity of Arkansas at 
Fayetteville. Having worked 
at First Baptist Church, Fay-
etteville, on their collegiate 
staff, Lee brings an added sig-
nificance to what we do,” said 

David James, ABSC college 
and young leaders team leader.

“He (Woodmansee) 
understands the prior-
ity of both church and 
campus college minis-
try. This insight is criti-
cal for our mission to 
help students grow in 
Christ, connect to His 
Church and serve His 
world. We are blessed 
to have Lee and his 

wife, Kacie, on staff with us.”
Woodmansee served as 

college-age Bible fellowship 
director at Ninth and O Bap-
tist Church in Louisville, Ky., 

from 2013 to 2015; collegiate 
ministry assistant at First Bap-
tist Church, Fayetteville, from 
2009 to 2012, and associate 
BCM director at the Univer-
sity of Arkansas, Fayetteville 
from 2006 to 2007 and 2009 
to 2010.

Woodmansee holds a Mas-
ters of Divinity degree from 
The Southern Baptist Theo-
logical Seminary in Louisville, 
Ky., and a Bachelor of Arts de-
gree in history, with a minor 
in anthropology, from the 
University of Arkansas, Fay-
etteville. He has been married 
to his wife, Kacie, since 2009.

time in you and you invest 
in someone as well.”

Doug Wills, pastor of 
First Baptist, Norphlet, 
who was Walker’s mentor, 
said the summer taught 
him that “there are still 
young people who are 
passionate for God – and 
to serve in the local rural 
church.”

Visit arkansasbaptist.
org/2015kasmastories for 
more summer reflections.

Contact Jessica Vanderpool 
at jessica@arkansasbaptist.
org.

INTERNS
continued from page 2
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weakest moment, Jesus was 
never stronger.”

Nearly 100 decisions of 
some type were made dur-
ing the conference, in-
cluding 50 salvations, 20  
recommitments and 25 calls to 
ministry.

In addition to King speak-
ing, comedian Jonnie W. per-
formed, the Cross Church 
Worship Band from northwest 
Arkansas led worship and the 
Rhett Walker Band performed 
in concert. A preshow perfor-
mance was provided by the 
band Summerhill.

While students were being 
challenged in their faith, 150 
adults took part in breakout 
sessions. 

Session were led by Daniel 
Johnson, minister to students 
at First Baptist Church in 
Dover, speaking on Teaching 
Students to Share Their Faith; 
Johnny Derouen, of South-
western Baptist Theological 
Seminary, speaking on Inten-
tional Youth Ministry, and 
Ben Phillips, of the Arkan-

sas Baptist State Convention 
(ABSC), speaking on Parents 
as Primary Disciple Makers.

YEC participants also took 
part in a special prayer time for 
revival and spiritual awaken-
ing. Warren Gasaway, ABSC 
church health team member, 
said this was meant to mirror 
the emphasis that state and 
national leaders have placed 
on prayer recently. He said the 
time of guided prayer was the 
“biggest highlight” of YEC for 
him. 

Students were led in prayer 
for personal holiness, prayer 
for lost friends, prayer for the 
nations and more.

“God has, at times in the 
past, chosen to move might-
ily in the hearts of young 
people, thereby driving them 
to their knees in prayer and 
to the streets in a bold ex-
pectation that they might be 
used to further the gospel,” 
said Ryan Scantling, campus 
minister at Conway Baptist  
Collegiate Ministry (BCM), 
who led part of the prayer ses-
sion. 

“It is with the hope that 
this could also happen in our 
time that the leadership team 
of YEC took dedicated time 

continued from page one
YEC

Around 900 students and student leaders worship during the Arkansas Baptist State Convention Youth Evangelism Conference 
(YEC) Aug. 7-8 at Immanuel Baptist Church, Little Rock. Photo by Jessica Vanderpool

out of the conference sched-
ule to pray for conviction, re-
vival and spiritual awakening 
in our schools, our churches, 
our nation and throughout 
the nations,” he said. “This 
event was different than any I 
had ever been to as a youth, a 
church staffer or now a BCM 
campus minister because it 
was not so much a sit-and-be-

preached-to event as it was a 
come-alongside-us-and-expec-
tantly-ask-much-of-God event.”

Gasaway added, “This year’s 
YEC took on an intense focus 
toward evangelism. Leaders 
were trained in intentional 
evangelism. The gospel was 
highlighted in every session.  
A focused prayer time became 
the seedbed for the Great 

Commission. I’m excited that 
so many churches in Arkan-
sas are passionate in reaching 
this generation with the good 
news.”  

YEC is an annual student 
conference sponsored by the 
ABSC evangelism and church 
health team.

Contact Jessica Vanderpool at 
jessica@arkansasbaptist.org.

LEARNING MINISTRYSAFE – Arkansas Baptist leaders learn about sexual abuse in the Church during a MinistrySafe 
conference held Aug. 13 at the Arkansas Baptist State Convention building. Attorney Greg Love, co-founder and co-director 
of MinistrySafe, presented information, including statistics, misconceptions and methods of reducing risks. Photo by Jessica 
Vanderpool

IMB missionary dies in
Georgia auto accident

Karr

CARTERSVILLE, Ga. – Kyra 
Lynn Karr, a Southern Baptist 
missionary to Italy, was 
killed in a traffic acci-
dent Aug. 13 on U.S. 
41 in Bartow County, 
Ga.

News reports indi-
cate a tractor-trailer 
driver exited his ve-
hicle to conduct a 
safety inspection, but 
the safety brake was 
not engaged and the truck 
began to roll. The vehicle hit 
the pickup in which Karr was 
traveling, crushing it against 
the highway guardrail. The big 
truck spilled its load of hazard-
ous material, which slowed res-
cue efforts, according to news 
reports.

Karr, 30, died at the scene. 
Her husband, Reid, and their 

two youngest children 
were transported to 
nearby hospitals, 
where they were treat-
ed and released. Their 
oldest child was not 
with them at the time.

The tractor-trailer 
driver, Ivan Delgado, 
52, of Rome, N.Y., was 
arrested and charged 

with driving under the influ-
ence, police said.

The Karrs were appoint-
ed as International Mission 
Board missionaries in 2009 
and have been serving in 
Rome. They were about to re-
turn to the field for their third 
term of service.
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Haystack 2015 prayer events set for 10 locations
HUNDREDS OF college stu-
dents and young leaders will 
gather for the Haystack 2015 
prayer gatherings set to take 
place in 10 locations across 
Arkansas in October. 

The Haystack event, which 
is a partnership effort of the 
Arkansas Baptist State Con-
vention (ABSC) college and 
young leaders team and the 
ABSC Prayer Task Force, pro-
vides students a time to gather 
to pray for repentance, revival 
and renewal in response to the 
need of the nation and school 
campuses.

“The greatest moments 
of missions mobilization in 
American history started with 
collegians crying out to God 
in repentance and in expecta-
tion that He would use them 
to bring about His kingdom 
here on earth,” said 
Ryan Scantling, cam-
pus minister at Con-
way Baptist Collegiate 
Ministry (BCM). 

“Knowing this, Bap-
tist Collegiate Minis-
tries and church-based 
collegiate ministries 
all around the state 
are coming together 
regionally to call out to God 
for a great awakening to take 
place on our Arkansas college 
campuses. College students 
want to be a part of 
something bigger than 
themselves, and there-
fore, our urging is for 
them to rally together 
at their local campus 
for a cause that is 
worth giving it all for – 
the cause of Jesus.”

The idea for a “hay-
stack prayer gathering” 
hearkens to the early 
19th century, according to an 
article on the ABSC website. 
The original “haystack event” 
took place in 1806 when a 

group of five college students 
from Williams College in Mas-
sachusetts met near a maple 
grove for prayer and were then 
forced to take refuge under a 
haystack when a thunderstorm 
cropped up. While waiting out 
the storm, they prayed God 
would send them overseas to 
a lost world. 

The article states that, in 
response to a petition for as-
sistance brought by haystack 
leader Samuel J. Mills Jr. 
and his prayer partners, the 
American Board of Commis-
sioners for Foreign Missions 
was launched in 1810. And 
in 1812, the first missionar-
ies from America – including 
Adoniram Judson and Luther 
Rice – boarded a boat set for 
India. Judson and Rice later 
became founders of the mod-

ern missionary move-
ment among Baptists. 
Mills eventually be-
came a missionary pro-
moter and statesman, 
and he helped organize 
the American Bible So-
ciety in 1816.

The article con-
cludes that it was not 
so much the students 

that caused the increase in 
American interest in global 
missions after 1810, but rather 
the presence of God. 

“What happened 
to those students who 
completely sold out to 
God in the summer of 
1806 was simply this: 
they experienced the 
presence of God. In 
the presence of God, 
the students at the 
haystack took personal 
responsibility for the 
lost souls of their gen-

eration,” the article states.
Lynn Loyd, missions con-

sultant for the ABSC college 
and young leaders team, said, 

“Many spiritual movements 
have started with college stu-
dents praying and going. We 
believe it is time – time to pray, 
time to see spiritual awakening 
on our campuses, time for re-
vival in our country.”

Loyd said Haystack 2015 is 
a time for youth, college stu-
dents and young professionals 
to pray for school campuses, 
communities, the country and 
the world. 

“We know revival and awak-
ening will not happen without 
prayer,” said David James, col-
lege and young leaders team 
leader. “This year we want our 
campuses, our churches and 
our state to experience a Hay-
stack revival and awakening 
that is not a 100-year memory, 
but a present reality. With Isa-
iah, we pray, ‘Oh Lord, rend 
the heavens and come down.’”

Jimmie Sheffield, executive 
administrator for the ABSC, 
said he thinks the gatherings 
could have a “great impact” on 
college and university campus-
es, and he noted how Haystack 
2015 relates to the prayer em-
phasis of the state convention.

“As part of our Arkansas 
prayer emphasis, we have had 
thousands of senior adults 

praying for revival and spiri-
tual awakening. Now we will 
have the younger generation 

praying for the same thing,” 
he said. “In addition, several 
hundred pastors and other 

Scantling

Lloyd

Student ReSouRceS diRectoRy
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ministers will be gathering in 
Little Rock in the latter part of 
August to pray for revival and 
spiritual awakening. Haystack 
2015 presents a great opportu-
nity for all Arkansas Baptists 
to join in ‘clear agreement, 
visible union and ex-
traordinary prayer’ for 
a great awakening in 
our country.”

Loyd encouraged 
Arkansas Baptists to 
get involved by praying 
for the Haystack meet-
ings, contacting a local 
BCM campus minister 
to help plan a meet-
ing and attending a Haystack 
gathering “as we ask God to 
do something extraordinary in 
our campuses, our communi-
ties and our country.”

Locations and times of Hay-
stack 2015 prayer gatherings 
are as follows:

– The Arkadelphia event 
will be held at 7 p.m. Oct. 13 
at Eubanks Lake at 181 Lower 
Dam Pike. A cookout will take 

place at 6 p.m.
– The Conway 

event will take place at 
6 p.m. Oct. 3 at Cold 
Springs Camp.

– The Fayetteville 
event will take place 
at 7 p.m. Oct. 8 at the 
student union of the 
University of Arkan-
sas, Fayetteville.

– The Fort Smith event will 
take place at 8 p.m. Oct. 13 at 
The Refuge at Grand Avenue 
Baptist Church.

– The Jonesboro event 

will take place at 6:15 p.m. 
Oct. 8 at the Baptist Col-
legiate Ministry center at  
Arkansas State University.

– The Little Rock event will 
take place at 6:30 p.m. Oct. 
8 at Parkway Place Baptist 
Church.

– The Magnolia event will 
take place at 7 p.m. Oct. 6 at 
the Southern Arkansas Uni-
versity Greek Theater. Dinner 
will take place at 6:30 p.m.

– The Monticello event will 

take place at 7:15 p.m. Oct. 18 
at First Baptist Church, Mon-
ticello.

– The Pine Bluff event will 
take place at 8 p.m. Oct. 8 at 
the Baptist Collegiate Ministry 
chapel at the University of Ar-
kansas at Pine Bluff.

– The Russellville event will 
take place at 6:30 p.m. Oct. 6 
in the Doc Bryan multipur-
pose room on the campus of 
Arkansas Tech University.

For more information, visit 

CYLArkansas.com.
Haystack 2015 is also con-

nected to ENGAGE 24, which 
is a 24-hour period – set for 
Oct. 15 – when college stu-
dents will make a coordi-
nated effort to engage their  
campuses with the gospel. 
For more information on EN-
GAGE 24, visit ENGAGE24.
org.

View a video about the 
1806 haystack event at vimeo.
com/5544909.

James

MABTS Preview Day Oct. 20
CORDOVA, Tenn. – Mid-
America Baptist Theo-
logical Seminary will host  

Preview Day Oct. 20.
This will be a time to meet 

with Mid-America President 
Michael Spradlin, tour facili-
ties  and learn more about the 
seminary. The deadline to reg-
ister for Preview Day is Oct. 
13.

To register or for more in-
formation, call 901-751-3060 
or email dsneed@mabts.edu.  

Subscribe to the ABN, 
your source for all the 
Arkansas Baptist news 

fit to print!

arkansasbaptist.org/
subscribe
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GIRLS RETREAT
October 16-18, 2015  •  $95
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Christ-centered Higher Education
At Dallas Baptist University, integrating faith and learning is at 
the heart of what we do because it is the heart of who we are.

With 71 undergraduate majors, 27 master’s degrees, and two 
doctoral degrees, DBU’s Christ-centered education prepares 
students to be servant leaders with the skills and knowledge 
necessary to impact the world—all to the glory of God. 

Learn more about DBU
by visiting www.dbu.edu

or calling 1-800-460-1328.

continued from page one

BAKERS
Bill Collins, an area busi-

ness owner who attended the 
Protect Fayetteville rally, told 
KFSM-TV he believes the or-
dinance may also affect fel-
low business owners and how 
much revenue they bring in.

“If things go terribly wrong, 
you could lose everything,” 
Collins said. “It is going to 
change how they do busi-
ness, how they interact with 
the public, and it is just going 
to be one more thing that is 
going to interfere with their 
ability to make a profit.” 

“Under this ordinance, any 
baker, florist or photographer, 
event planner, printer, etc. 
who has a deeply held religious 
objection to forced participa-
tion in same-sex weddings 
could face prosecution if they 
decline to photograph, deco-
rate a cake or provide a floral 
arrangement for a same-sex 

ceremony, reception or event,” 
the Protect Fayetteville website 
states. “This includes forcing 
ministers to perform same-sex 
weddings.”

The Fayetteville City Coun-
cil voted 6-2 June 16 to pass on 
to voters an ordinance extend-
ing protection in existing anti-
discrimination laws to lesbian, 
gay, bisexual and transgender 
citizens and visitors. Critics 
say the Uniform Civil Rights 
Protection Ordinance largely 
rehashes an earlier civil rights 
ordinance approved last year 
by aldermen but later repealed 
by voters 52 percent to 48 per-
cent on Dec. 9.

The approved repeal of 
a controversial gender or-
dinance was by a margin of 
7,523 voting for repeal, with 
7,040 voting against repeal. 
The original ordinance was ad-
opted by the Fayetteville City 
Council Aug. 20 following a 
marathon meeting. As written, 
the ordinance would have ex-
tended housing, employment 
and public accommodation 

protections to LGBT people, 
which aren’t covered in state 
and federal laws.

At the time of the rejection 
of the original ordinance, pro-
ponents vowed to revisit the 
issue and once again put it be-
fore voters.

“It’s not much differ-
ent than the first one,” Ron 
Lomax, director of missions 
for Washington Madison Bap-
tist Association, said in the 
July 16 edition of the Arkansas 
Baptist News. “It’s worded a lit-
tle bit different, but the intent 
is the same. We’ll be encourag-
ing our people to vote it down 
again.”

While the ordinance ex-
empts churches and religious 
organizations, Lomax said it 
could force Christians who 
live and work outside of the 
church or religious organiza-
tions to do things contrary to 
their faith or suffer fines.

“Christians are not exclud-
ed,” Lomax said. “If you own 
a bakery or you are a florist 
or something, you would still 

be taken to court or fined for 
deciding not to do a wedding 
or something like that. So it 
doesn’t protect Christians.”

Protect Fayetteville says the 
measure would harm busi-
ness and pose “serious safety 
concerns for women and chil-
dren.”

“Ordinance 5781 requires 
that businesses and ‘non-
religious’ organizations must 
allow males, claiming to be 
transgender, into all accommo-
dations of the female sex, in-
cluding bathrooms, changing 
areas, showers and overnight 
shelter areas such as in wom-
en’s shelters and youth camps. 
A business owner, employee or 
organizational member who 
interferes with the so-called 
‘right’ of a man to use female 
facilities can find himself or 
herself subject to criminal 
prosecution,” the Protect Fay-

etteville website states.
Violating the law would re-

sult in a $100 fine for the first 
offense, according to language 
in Ordinance 5781.

For Fayetteville, a group 
supporting passage of the new 
ordinance, is also planning 
campaigning events, KFSM-
TV reported. For Fayetteville 
supporters hosted an event 
Aug. 15 at Teatro Scarpino, 
a historic event and wedding 
venue in Fayetteville, where 
members of the LGBT com-
munity shared stories of how 
discrimination has entered 
their lives during a “Tales from 
the South” segment that will 
air on NPR.

Early voting for the civil 
rights ordinance begins Sept. 
1, and election day is Sept. 8.

This story was compiled from 
reports by the Arkansas Baptist 
News and other media reports.

continued from page 3
LEVY BAPTIST
the next few years that it can 
do what few other modern 
churches have – become 
the heart and heartbeat 
of their community.

“The vision of Levy 
Jump Start is a neighbor-
hood where people live, 
work and play without 
the need to go anywhere 
else,” said Tiner.

Following recent zon-
ing changes, Levy Bap-
tist has already begun ex-
ploring the idea of start-
ing a day care in the church. 
Tiner said the church hopes 
such a ministry will begun to 
develop a relationship with 
their surrounding community 
that will only grow in the fu-
ture.

While Tiner believes Levy 
Baptist will maintain their 
love and sense of tradition, he 
said the church’s objective is 
to spread the Name of Jesus 
and is open to change if it bet-

ter facilitates the spread of the 
gospel and the needs of their 
community and congregation.

“I can’t imagine Levy ever 
without an organ. I think it 
will always be present. … On 
the other hand, Don Nichols 

(Levy Baptist’s executive and 
worship pastor) often begins 
our worship service with a gui-
tar in hand with something 
from K-LOVE (radio station), 
and our people are OK with 

that too,” said Tiner.
Levy Baptist is an ex-

ample of why it is never 
wise to judge a book by 
its cover and a beacon 
of the Southern Baptist 
value of local church 
autonomy. While not 
all churches may share 
their love of Old World 
aesthetics, many could 
learn something from 
their admiration of 

Church tradition and history.
Levy Baptist’s worship style 

is not for everyone, but it 
doesn’t have to be. It is right 
for them.

Contact Caleb Yarbrough at 
caleb@arkansasbaptist.org.

Artist rendering of the style of urban development that Levy 
will soon undertake. Image courtesy of nlr.ar.gov
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RUN WITH THE SON – Geyer Springs First Baptist Church, Little Rock, recently held its annual Run with the Son event. 
This year, Run with the Son raised $23,300, which was donated to Breaking the Chains, an addiction recovery program.

CWJC scholarship winner: Shaffer, from prison to purpose
Lisa Falknor
Arkansas Baptist News

FORT  SMITH – In her 32 
years, Christine Shaffer has 
worn many labels. Pregnant 
at 15 and again at 17, soci-
ety branded her an unwed 
mother. At the age of 19 – 
weighing a scant 98 pounds –  
“friends” called her a meth 
addict and drug dealer. And, 
at 23, the state of Arkansas 
marked her with another title:  
prisoner.

During her 366 days in pris-
on, she committed her life to 
Christ.

This year, Aug. 3, Shaffer 
held an award representing 
her most recent title, an iden-
tifying marker to forward her 
graduate school dreams. Shaf-
fer is the 2015 national $1,000 
Faye Dove Scholarship Award 
winner. 

“I cried a little when I found 
out I won,” she said. “It’s a big 
deal to be picked among every-
one in the nation.”

Today, she’s a college gradu-
ate, a River Valley Christian 
Life Corps (RVCLC) weekly 
volunteer and mentor, a mar-
ried mother of four and, fi-
nally, according to the county 
where she lives, someone with-
out a record.

“Christine has gone over 

Sam Moore Evangelistic Ministries
479-381-1170, 

sam@evangelistsammoore.com

Sam Moore is a vocational evangelist 
and a native of Arkansas. He has the 
gift of an evangelist and the heart of 
a pastor. He is available for Revivals, 
Crusades, Harvest Days and Witness 
Training. Now scheduling for 2016.

www.evangelistsammoore.com

and above the norm,” said 
Mary Ramsey, state coordina-
tor for Christian Women’s 
Job Corps/Christian Men’s 
Job Corps who presented the 
award.

“She’s met every goal with 
God’s help. She came from 
back here, but now she’s up 
here” Ramsey said, motion-
ing first behind her and then 
above her head to demonstrate 
the progress Shaffer has made.

To Shaffer, in order to 
come from “back here” to “up 
here,” she needed her record 
expunged.

When she got out of jail, no 
one wanted to hire a felon, she 
said.  She said one lady at a 
staffing agency “laid it out for 
me straight.” The lady laughed 
at her, saying, “You can’t do 
anything with your record.”

Still, Shaffer held on to 
Bible verses studied in the un-
likeliest of places – the prison 
laundry room: “I would stay 
up all night in jail to read the 
Bible and pray while I did my 
work-study.”

“My life lesson I learned 
in prison is to lean on God,” 
Shaffer said.

Among the verses she 
read were “I can do all things 
through Christ who strength-
ens me” (Phil. 4:13) and 
“Nothing is impossible with 

God” (Luke 1:37).
Getting her record ex-

punged seemed impossible.
“The laws have changed,” 

the judge told her. “It will take 
five years.”

That’s what led her to the 
RVCLC, formerly Fort Smith 
Christian Women’s Job Corps.

“I thought I was looking for 
a career plan,” Shaffer wrote to 
the national WMU Faye Dove 
Scholarship board, “but what 
I found was discipleship and 
love.”

“The one word I always use 
to describe CWJC is ‘disciple-
ship,’” said Ramsey.  

The program is set up based 
on Christ-centered mentoring.  

“Without Christ and with-
out these women mentors 
teaching other women to 
pray and to live by His Word, 
CWJC would not be success-
ful,” she said.

“We did Bible study every 
time we met,” said Shaffer’s 
mentor, Roxana King, 61. “I’d 
give her a goal for the week 
and try to help and encourage 
her.”

“My dream is to build a 
home for women transition-

ing out of jail,” Shaffer said.  “I 
want to teach women life and 
parenting skills, to be an en-
courager, to give people hope.”

“I want to teach them how 
to live for Jesus,” she said.

Even though the judge said 
the expunction would take five 
years, with RVCLC’s help, it 
took five months.

“I’m well on my way,” Shaf-
fer told the Aug. 3 crowd, smil-
ing.

Shaffer plans to graduate in 
2017 at an accredited Arkansas 
Christian college with a mas-
ter’s degree in mental health 
and family counseling.

Lisa Falknor is northwest cor-
respondent for the ABN.

Christine Shaffer’s children join their mother (third from left); Mary Ramsey, state 
coordinator for Christian Women’s Job Corps/Christian Men’s Job Corps, and Valerie 
Fitch, Fort Smith River Valley Christian Life Corps executive director, in congratulating 
her for being the 2015 Faye Dove Scholarship recipient.
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James Greene & Associates
800-422-3384
www.jamesgreeneins.com
James Greene & Associates represents 
Brotherhood Mutual Insurance, a national 
leader insuring churches in alliance with 
GuideStone. Call today or go online for 
property, liability, auto and worker’s comp 
quotes!

Kitchen Equipment
& Supplies
Aimco Equipment Co. 
10001 Colonel Glenn Rd.
Little Rock, AR 72204
501-228-0808

Lighting & Sound
American AVL
800-352-7222
Little Rock/Jackson/Ruston/New 
Orleans
Audio, Video, & Lighting Systems & 
Equipment
Ask about our free site needs AVL review

Playgrounds
Rusty Peoples 
rusty@peopleslandscaping.com
479-769-0580, (toll-free) 866-388-
1365 
Quality park-playground equip, surfacing & 
shades
Free design consultations
www.heartlandparks.com

Baptistries/Steeples
Construction Sales Co., Inc.
P.O. Box 1049
Magnolia, AR 71753-1049
800-526-9663  FAX: 870-234-6475
Also laminated wood arches, beams and decking 

Church Facility Planner
Sowell Architects
1315 North Street, Suite 100
Conway, AR  72034
501-450-9633 FAX: 501-450-7228
Email: rik@sowellarchitects.com
www.sowellarchitects.com
Master planning, site analysis
and all architectural services

Church Insurance
Michael B. Russell, MA, MBA
Member, Cross Church, Springdale
Mike Russell & Associates
P.O. Box 709, Bentonville, AR 72712
877-715-5336, 479-657-6369 fax
www.protectmychurch.org   
AR Ins. Lic. #185726
Non-profit - Church - Commercial - Employee 
Benefits

To advertise in the Church 
Services Directory, 
contact the ABN at  

501-376-4791, ext. 5161, 
or email 

ads@arkansasbaptist.org

ChurCh ServiCeS DireCtory

Join us on Sept. 12, 2015, at Unity Bap-
tist Church in Hope, with Beth Moore 
and worship leader Travis Cottrell stream-
ing live from Wichita, KS.

Tickets are $25 through Sept. 12th. Lunch 
will be provided for tickets purchased on or 
before Sept. 11th.

The event will take place between 9:30 a.m. 
and 4:30 p.m. Doors open at 8:00 a.m. for 
early worship with local singers. For more 
information, or to purchase tickets, contact: 
Unity Baptist Church, 402 S. Hervey Street 
Hope, AR 870-777-4078 or online at: 
eventbrite.com.

Living Proof Live

Church life

Piney Baptist Church in 
Hot Springs will present Phi-
lippians Alive, a performance 
of hope and faith in the face of 
adversity, at 10:30 a.m. Sept. 
13. The performance will in-
clude music and a recitation 
of the Book of Philippians and 
will feature James Preuett, pas-
tor of Verda Baptist Church, 
Montgomery, La., and Timo-
thy Preuett, musical performer 
and vocalist.                                                                                        

Tumbling Shoals Baptist 
Church in Tumbling Shoals 
will host Squire Parsons, 
author of the gospel classic 
“Sweet Beulah Land,” in con-
cert at 6 p.m. Aug. 30. 

Trinity Baptist Church 
in Searcy will host a county-
wide youth rally, sponsored by 
Friends for Life, at 6:30 p.m. 
Sept. 16. Jeffrey Dean will be 
the speaker.

First Baptist Church, 

Obituaries
Glen D. McGriff, 85, died 

Aug. 15. He was an Alabama 
Baptist pastor for 25 years. He 
also served at the Arkansas 
Baptist State Convention for 
years. A graduate of Samford 
Baptist University in Birming-
ham, Ala., he received a mas-
ter’s degree in counseling from 
the University of Alabama at 
Birmingham and a Doctor of 
Ministry degree in counseling 
from Luther Rice Seminary in 
Lithonia, Ga. He also attended 
New Orleans Baptist Theologi-
cal Seminary in New Orleans, 
La. He was preceded in death 
by his parents, six brothers, 
four sisters and his first wife, 
Helen Perry, to whom he was 
married for 42 years. He is 
survived by his wife, Cecilia; a 
son; two daughters; five grand-
children; 14 great-grandchil-
dren; a great-great-grandchild, 
and a sister. Visitation took 
place Aug. 22 at Kerby Funeral 
Home in Henagar, Ala.

Marked Tree, will celebrate its 
106th anniversary and home-
coming at 10:30 a.m. Sept. 
27, followed by lunch and a 
time of singing and remem-
brance. 

Lake Ouachita Baptist 
Church in Mount Ida, will 
celebrate its 40th  a n n i -
versary Sept. 20. Roy Brooks 
will preach during the 10 a.m. 
worship service, which will be 
followed by a potluck lunch. 
There will be a hymn sing from 
the Heavenly Highways song-
book at 6 p.m. Other activities 
are planned throughout the 
week. For more information, 
call the church office at 870-
867-2554

First Baptist Church, 
Batesville, will hold a retire-
ment celebration for Elma Rae 
Hunter at 10:45 a.m., Sunday, 
Sept. 6. Hunter has served 45 
years as secretary/ministry as-
sistant. Rex Horne, former 
president of Ouachita Baptist 
University, will be guest speak-
er. A luncheon in Hunter’s 
honor will follow.

The Judsonia Emergency 
Receiving Home, a ministry 
of Arkansas Baptist Children’s 
Homes and Family Ministries 
(ABCHomes), will celebrate its 
30th anniversary with an open 
house from 2 to 4 p.m. Aug. 
30. The home provides imme-

On the move
Jonathan Morris is serv-

ing as pastor of Union Baptist 
Church in El Dorado. 

Eric W. Ramsey is serv-
ing as associate pastor of 
First Baptist Church in Fort 
Smith. 

diate sanctuary for children 
and teens in need of emergen-
cy care. Longtime staff mem-
ber Juanita Gay, who recently 
retired after 22 years of service, 
will be recognized during the 
open house. For more infor-
mation, contact ABCHomes 
at 501-376-4791, ext. 5168, or 
sprather@abchomes.org.

Correction: The associational annual meetings schedule pub-
lished Aug. 13 listed incorrect information for five meetings. 
The Arkansas Baptist News regrets the error. The corrected 
information should have read as follows: 

Share your church news!
jeanie@arkansasbaptist.org

Southwest Arkansas
Tri-County

Trinity
Wash. Madison
White River

TBA
Oct. 19

Oct. 19
Oct. 19
Oct. 19

TBA
Cornerstone Baptist, West Memphis, 
TBA
First Baptist, Lepanto, TBA
Calvary Baptist, Huntsville, 5:30 p.m.
First Baptist, Mountain Home, 4 p.m. 
and 6:30 p.m. (break 5:30 p.m.)

Association Place/TimeDate

Happy Birthday!
to all the missionary kids attending college who are
 celebrating birthdays in the month of September.

◆  Sept. 9: Emily Hewitt, WBC, Box 3139, Walnut Ridge, AR  
 72476; Africa
◆ Sept. 28: Ben Schleiff, OBU Box 4602, Arkadelphia, AR  
 71998-0001; China. 

Advertise your church’s job openings 
in the ABN classifieds. Visit arkansasbaptist.org/
submit-a-classified to submit a classified today!
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C l a s s i f i e d s
  PASTOR

First Baptist Church of Crossroads in 
Winthrop is seeking a full-time pastor. 
Please send resumes to Joyce Edwards, P. O. 
Box 24, Winthrop, AR 71866.

Leonard Street Baptist Church is seeking 
a part-time bi-vocational pastor. 
Please mail resumes to Search Committee, 
Leonard Street Baptist Church, 625 Leonard 
St., Hot Springs, AR 71913. (No phone calls 
please.)  

Holland Baptist Church, Faulkner County, 
is seeking a full-time or bi-vocational 
pastor. Please email resumes to holland-
baptistpulpit@yahoo.com. 

Galilee Baptist Church, El Dorado, is in 
search of a bi-vocational pastor. Mail 
inquiries, resumes to Pastor Search Commit-
tee ,117 Galilee Road, El Dorado, AR 71730. 

Trinity Baptist Church, Fort Smith, is 
seeking a bi-vocational pastor. Please 
send resume to Trinity Baptist Pastor Search 
Committee, 3619 N. 6th, Fort Smith, AR 
72904 or email mackjoretta@gmail.com. 

Cedar Glades Baptist Church in Mountain 
Pine is seeking a conservative full-time 
pastor. Please send resume to Cedar 
Glades Baptist Church, Pastor Search Com-
mittee, 303 Gum Springs Road, Mountain 
Pine, AR 71956.  

Armorel Baptist Church is renewing 
search for full-time pastor. Please sub-
mit resumes, CDs or websites for review.  
Pastor Search Committee, linda@Armorelbc.
com.  

First Baptist Church, El Dorado, is 
prayerfully seeking to fill the position of 
senior pastor. Email resumes to fbcel-
dorado201@gmail.com or mail to Pas-
tor Search Committee, 100 E. Peach St.,  

Suite 350, El Dorado, AR  71730.    
Reynolds Baptist Church, Little Rock, is a 

small church in search of a bi-vocational 
pastor. Mail inquiries to Reynolds Baptist 
Church, 7111 Fourche Dam Pike, Little Rock, 
AR 72206, Attn: Pastor Search Committee. 

  OTHER STAFF POSITIONS

Covenant Baptist Church, Collierville, 
Tenn., seeks a full-time minister of 
children and their families to pro-
vide leadership in developing and direct-
ing ministry to preschoolers and children 
from birth through 12 years old and their 
families. Send resumes no later than Oct. 
31, 2015, to Personnel Committee, Cov-
enant Baptist Church, P.O. Box 1165, Col-
lierville, TN 38027-1165 or to drsam@
mycbcc.org. 

Covenant Baptist Church, Collierville, 
Tenn., seeks a full-time minister of 
students, singles and their fami-
lies to provide leadership in developing 
and directing ministry to youth grades  
seven through 12, college students, 
singles and their families. Send resumes 
no later than Oct. 31, 2015, to Personnel 
Committee, Covenant Baptist Church, P.O. 
Box 1165, Collierville, TN 38027-1165 or 
to drsam@mycbcc.org. 

First Baptist, Maumelle, is seeking a 
full-time worship/media pastor. 
Send resumes to grenwald@sbcglobal.net 
or hard copy to FBCM, Attn: Gail James, 
100 Valencia Drive, Maumelle, AR 72113. 

Jessieville First Baptist is seeking a 
part-time (20-25 hours) student 
minister. Salary range 16-20k depend-
ing upon experience. Send resumes to 
JFBC Student Minister Search, P.O. Box 87, 

Jessieville, AR 71949. 
FBC, Woodward, Okla., seeking full-

time minister of education/ad-
ministrator. Send resumes to drguy@
fbcwoodward.org.

Calvary Baptist is looking for a full-
time worship pastor. We are looking 
for a man of God who is called to lead 
our congregation in worship. We do not 
believe worship only happens on stage on 
Sunday morning.  We believe worship is a 
lifestyle that is lived out all day every day. 
We feel God is calling us to understand 
this concept in a more complete way, and 
we are seeking a pastor who understands 
the gravity and importance of worship 
and who can communicate this important 
element of our faith in multiple ways in-
cluding, but not limited to, the musical as-
pect that happens during weekly services. 
Calvary Baptist Church, 2650 Oakridge 
Ext., Neosho, MO 64850, 417-451-4763 
or email austinwylly@me.com.  

SBC, Monticello, is seeking a full-
time youth pastor/associate pas-
tor and part-time bi-vocational 
music minister.  Send resumes to 
Second Baptist Church, 1032 Old Warren 
Road, Monticello, AR 71655.  For ques-
tions: 870-723-3392, 870-367-2459 or 
kathesmith@att.net. 

First Baptist Church of Mayfield, Ky., is 
currently seeking a full-time minister 
of music/worship leader. Candidates 
should be able to lead in both modern 
and traditional styles of worship, have 
previous ministry experience and be pas-
sionate about leading others in musical 
worship.  First Baptist Church, Mayfield, 
is located in western Kentucky and aver-
ages 350 in Sunday morning attendance. 

Please submit resumes to First Baptist 
Church, Attn: Search Committee, 118 W. 
South St., Mayfield, KY 42066 or by email 
to office@firstmayfield.com. 

Monte Ne Baptist Church, Rogers, seek-
ing bi-vocational minister of music 
to lead blended worship service. Email re-
sume to mnbrogers@att.net.  

Southern Heights Baptist Church is 
currently seeking a full-time worship 
leader. Resumes may be sent to shbc@
windstream.net or to 279 Highway 221 S., 
Berryville, AR 72616.

Calvary Baptist Church is seeking an en-
ergetic, creative college minister and 
media specialist. This individual needs 
to have a committed, growing relation-
ship with Jesus Christ, an interest in serving 
college-age individuals in the unique tran-
sition from high school to adulthood and 
a working knowledge of church-related 
technology needs, such as sound setup, 
projection and other computer needs. Other 
duties and responsibilities include working 
closely with other members of the staff and 
community in order to support the total 
church ministry of lifting up Jesus. A college 
degree is preferred and other experience 
will be considered. Full benefits included. 
Mail resumes to Paula Word, Calvary Baptist 
Church, 319 Highway 278 E., Camden, AR 
71701 or email paula@calvaryofcamden.
org.

Illinois Baptist Children’s Home seeks 
an executive director to replace cur-
rent director’s retirement the end of 2016.  
Applications are to be received by January 
2016 to fill the position by October 2016.  
Go to www.bchfs.com/employment.html 
for details.  

Music/education: Aspen Park Baptist 

Church, Broken Arrow, Okla., is seeking 
God’s man to lead our worship 
arts ministry/education ministry. 
Located in suburban southeast Tulsa area 
and poised for growth. Resumes may be 
emailed to dcrump@aspenpark.net. 

Atkins First Baptist Church is seeking 
a part-time worship leader. Send 
resumes to 201 N. Church St., Atkins, AR 
72823 or atkinsfbc@gmail.com. 

Union Valley Baptist Church of Beebe is 
seeking a full-time minister of mu-
sic to lead our blended worship services. 
Located in central Arkansas, Union Valley 
has an average worship attendance of 
500. This individual will be responsible for 
directing adult and youth choirs, as well 
as the praise band. Send resume to tim-
sparks@centurytel.net.

  MISCELLANEOUS 

Kitchen manager/cook.  Camp 
Paron. Duties to include planning, food 
purchase, schedule staff, meal prepara-
tion, serving, cleaning, etc.  Year round.  
For information, call 501-837-7362.

Two condos for rent in Destin, Fla.   
Book now for August through December:  
lew.brammer@gmail.com, 423-309-
4422. 

Two buses, 25-passenger. Call 
George Foshee: 501-767-6020.  Ameri-
can Bus Sales. 

For sale – 25-passenger church 
bus: automatic, gas, 67,612 miles. Good 
shape. Call Steve –501-773-7331.  

Davis Church Pew Upholstery, 
30-plus years experience. Melton and 
Sandra Davis, Quitman, Miss.,  601-776-
6617.

Camp provides opportunities for 
children to learn about missions
LONSDALE – The Arkan-
sas Baptist State Convention 
(ABSC) missions team will 
offer a children’s missions 
camp weekend Sept. 18-20. 
This event will be held at the 
Spring Lake Baptist Assembly 
in Lonsdale. This event is for 
all children first through sixth 
grade and their adult leaders. 
There will be separate camps 
for boys and girls. The girls’ 
camp is called “Missions Get-
Away,” and the boys’ camp is 
called “Camp-O-Rama.” 

Missions GetAway is an 
overnight event that will ex-
plore what missionaries do, 

provide opportunities to expe-
rience different cultures from 
around the world and give 
people the chance to meet oth-
ers who want to live out a mis-
sions lifestyle. 

“Missions GetAway is 
where girls come together to 
learn and experience missions 
through worship, speaking 
with missionaries and partici-
pate in cultural experiences. 
I would love to see Arkansas 
girls join us and be a part of 
this missional experience,” 
said Charity Gardner, ABSC 
missions team member.

Camp-O-Rama is an over-

night tent-camping/missions 
event that will provide wor-
ship opportunities, missions 
and ministry, team building 
activities and lots of time to 
meet others with a passion for 
missions. 

“Camp-O-Rama offers a 
great opportunity for men 
and boys to learn about and 
participate in missions as they 
also camp out and spend time 
together in fun outdoor activi-
ties,” said Travis McCormick, 
ABSC missions team member. 

For more information go 
to absc.org/childhood or call 
1-800-838-2272, ext. 5137.

BLACK RIVER MISSION DAY – Churches from Black River Baptist 
Association joined together for an Acts 1:8 mission day Aug. 8. They shared 
the love of Christ through evangelism, service, a block party and prayer in 
the communities of Williford, Ravenden and Imboden. Read the full story 
at arkansasbaptist.org/BlackRiverAugustMissions. Visit us online at arkansasbaptist.org
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THE DIXIE JACKSON Ar-
kansas Missions Offering 
funds many ministries in Ar-
kansas, including disaster re-
lief, community missions, preg-
nancy care centers, chaplaincy 
and addiction recovery – just 
to name a few.

Each year in the month of 
September, Arkansas Baptist 
churches focus on Arkan-
sas missions by giving to the 
Dixie Jackson offering, which 
the Arkansas Baptist State 
Convention oversees and uses 
to fund Arkansas missions ef-

forts. This year’s theme – Un-
limited – comes from John 
14:12-14.

Churches should have al-
ready received Dixie Jackson 
offering materials in the mail.

The Arkansas missions of-
fering is named after Dixie 
Jackson, the leader of the Ar-
kansas Woman’s Missionary 
Union (WMU) for 15 years 
during the 1910s and 1920s. 

Jackson was diligent in 
training WMU leadership, 
speaking in churches on be-
half of missions and establish-

ing an annual season of prayer 
for state missions. In 1928, 
Arkansas WMU asked that 
an offering be taken for state 
missions. Jackson became sick 
and died in 1929. In honor of 
her service, the state offering 

was named “The Dixie Jackson 
Offering for State Missions” in 
1935. The first offering was 
about $1,000, and today the 
goal has grown to $1.5 million.

The suggested dates for 
churches to participate in the 

Dixie Jackson Arkansas Mis-
sions Offering and Week of 
Prayer this year are Sept. 13-
20. For more information or 
to download materials, visit 
absc.org/dixiejackson or call 
501-376-4791 ext. 5137.

Dixie Jackson materials shipped to Arkansas Baptist churches

50 participate in Literacy 
Missions Workshops in LR
LITTLE ROCK – The Arkan-
sas Baptist State Convention 
(ABSC) missions team recently 
held Literacy Missions Work-
shops at the state convention 
building in Little Rock.

“The purpose of the Liter-
acy Missions Workshops is to 
train ABSC volunteers to go 
back to their communities to 
impact lostness through the 
literacy needs of their commu-
nities,” said Breck Freeman, 
assistant missions team leader 
for the ABSC.

The event, which taught 
participants ways to meet 
their neighbors’ needs, build 
relationships, share the gospel 
and more, featured three work-
shops: “English as a Second 
Language” (ESL), “Tutoring 
Children and Youth” (TCY) 
and “Adult Reading and Writ-
ing” (ARW). 

More than 50 people par-
ticipated.

“It is exciting to have a re-
cord number of participants 
in each literacy class this year,” 
Freeman said. 

Twenty-five people regis-
tered for ESL, 13 registered 
for TCY and 17 registered for 
ARW.

“There was an unprecedent-
ed demand for all three tracks 
that has not been seen since 
2011,” said Cheri Murphy, 
state literacy coordinator for 
the ABSC missions team, ex-
plaining 2011 was the first year 
all three tracks were offered. 
She also said this event’s work-
shop participants represented 
a “wide range of ages and ex-
periences.”

ESL training was led by Jerri 
Younkman, of Park Hill Bap-
tist Church, North Little Rock. 
TCY training was led by Mur-
phy, of First Baptist Church, El 
Dorado; Susan Young, of Sec-
ond Baptist Church, Rogers, 
and Phyllis Watts, of Second 
Baptist Church, Arkadelphia. 
ARW training was led by Freya 
Simmons, of First Baptist 
Church, Atlanta, Ga.

Freeman said workshops are 
also available to any church or 
association as needed through-
out the year, with a minimum 
requirement of about six stu-
dents per workshop.

For more information, con-
tact Freeman at bfreeman@
absc.org or Kathy Hensley at 
khensley@absc.org, or call 800-
838-2272, ext. 5150.

Participants take part in activities during a Literacy Missions Workshop.
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Janice Ramsey
Arkadelphia

Genesis teaches us a lot about God. 
Here are a few things we can learn:

(1) God creates: Only God could cre-
ate out of nothing by speaking (Heb. 
11:3)! He made form out of the form-
less, order out of chaos and fullness 
from emptiness. 
He made Himself 
known with power 
and authority. God 
designed creation to 
reflect His character 
and nature. A holy 
God created with 
love and purpose.

(2) God is three in one: 
In the beginning, all were 
present and active in cre-
ation (Gen. 1:26). God 
the Father was the source 
of creation (Gen. 1:1). 
God the Son was the agent 
(John 1:1-3; Col. 1:16-17). 
God’s Spirit was hovering 
(Gen. 1:2). 

(3) God is an artist with 
unlimited power (Psa. 8:3; 
Psa. 19:1): He revealed 
Himself to mankind through twinkling 
stars, roaring waterfalls and breathtak-
ing vistas. God exists! Look around; He 
is on display! Who knew that Pluto had 
mountains as high as the Rockies? No 
one is without excuse (Rom. 1:18-20).

(4) God’s masterpiece is mankind: 
We were created out of His love; we 

have value and worth to our Creator, 
and He desires a relationship with us. 

(5) God is a master storyteller: This 
is God’s Story – a love Story. There 
are all of the elements of a good story; 
we have setting, theme, characters, 

plot, conflict and 
resolution. As we 
begin this study 
in Genesis, we 
will soon discover 
a thread, a crim-
son thread, woven 
throughout His 
Story, from begin-

ning to end, Genesis to 
Revelation (Gen. 3:15; 
Rev. 22:13).

Conflict enters the 
story in the form of sin, 
which ushers in separa-
tion, death and punish-
ment. But God – remem-
ber He’s writing His Story 
– has the solution. 

“He is the beginning, 
the firstborn from the 
dead, so that He might 

come to have first place in everything. 
For God was pleased to have all His 
fullness dwell in Him, and through 
Him to reconcile everything to Himself 
by making peace through the blood of 
His cross” (Col. 1:18-20).

Don’t miss the promise of Jesus (2 
Cor. 1:20)!

God (Psa. 89:38-51). 
We Christians struggle with doubt 

and disappointment like Ethan every 
day. The negative events of life and the 
world, the degradation of 21st century 
society, the failures of others, our own 

failures – all can 
lead to us ques-
tioning the faith-
fulness of God, 
the sovereignty of 
God or even the 
existence of God. 
They can cause us 
to “feel” distant. 

This is why we must 
remember and cling to 
the spiritual markers 
from our earlier walk 
with God. We must un-
derstand that we are the 
ones who have changed 
and not God. God’s love 
is forever (Psa. 89:2). His 
Word is inspired and 
profitable (2 Tim 3:16). 
His faithfulness was not 
just for David, but for 

all generations to follow; and it is not 
dependent upon the level of our faith-
fulness (Rom. 3:3-4a). The same God 
who revealed Himself to us during 
the good times when we were truly 
seeking Him is the same God who is 
faithful and sovereign during the dif-
ficult times.

The uniqueness of man is evident 
when reading Genesis 1 and 2. A num-
ber of observations can be made.

(1) Only people are bearers of God’s  
image. Only man was created intention-
ally in God’s image and likeness (Gen. 
1:26-27). We are 
not identical, but 
similar; man is like 
God, not in a physi-
cal sense, but in a 
moral, mental, emo-
tional and spiritual 
way. We have simi-
lar abilities; we have 
the ability to think, reason, 
solve problems and create – 
as in art or music. We were 
created to resemble, repre-
sent and reflect God. We 
are created to glorify God.

(2) Only people are su-
perior to all creation in 
that God was personally 
involved. He spoke the 
universe into existence; 
yet He formed man in a 
“hands-on” fashion and 
breathed life into his nostrils (Gen. 2:7).

(3) Only people are given responsi-
bility to rule over the rest of creation 
(Gen. 1:28-30; 2:8,15). God the Cre-
ator authorized man to be a caretaker 
with privilege and responsibility. Man 
was commanded to administer the gar-
den as God’s trustee or manager. We 

are to reflect His glory in our work.
(4) Only people are designed by 

God for a relationship with Him. 
Only people relate to God in love and 
worship. Only people have the capacity 
to relate to God by personal, spiritual 

communication. 
We praise Him; 
we pray. He speaks 
to us through His 
Spirit (John 14:26)  
and His Word. 

(5) Only people 
can find fulfill-
ment in relation-

ships with others. Out of 
abundance, God blessed 
the establishment of mar-
riage, home and family. 
God saw that man was lack-
ing a helper, a complement 
(Gen. 2:18, 20-24). In view 
of recent events, we must 
remember the instructions 
from Jesus regarding mar-
riage: “Let not man put 
asunder” (Mark 10:6-9). 

We are called to reflect 
His glory in our relationships.

Despite the uniqueness of man in 
Genesis 1 and 2, a new character is in-
troduced in Genesis 3, and we have 
our first plot twist. But God is still writ-
ing His Story! We are also introduced 
to our Protagonist, the perfect Image 
Bearer (Col. 1:15)!

Several times in 1 John, the author 
uses the phrase, “I write these things,” 
and then proceeds to explain to whom 
he wrote and/or why he wrote. 

In 1 John 5:13 (HCSB), he says, “I 
have written these things to you who 
believe in the 
name of the Son of 
God, so that you 
may know that you 
have eternal life.” 

In one state-
ment, John sums 
up his audience 
(believers), the gos-
pel message (eternal life 
through Christ) and his 
purpose in writing (assur-
ance).

What is great about this 
word of encouragement is 
that God does not want us 
to be in limbo – He wants 
us to know Him and be 
sure in our relationship 
with Him. When we have 
doubts, our effectiveness 
as light in a dark world 
is not what it could be. When we are 
unsure, it is difficult for us to be bold 
for the sake of the gospel, to not be 
ashamed (Rom. 1:16). When we are 
insecure, we do not experience the 
freedom and peace that comes from 
knowing we are adopted children of 
God.

Our difficulties begin when we 
exchange religion for relationship. 
Throughout 1 John, the author fre-
quently talks about the evidences or 
results of knowing God: walking in 
light (1 John 1), loving the brethren 

(1 John 2), abid-
ing in righteous-
ness (1 John 3). So 
much of today’s 
worldview of spiri-
tuality focuses on 
what we ritualisti-
cally do – religion 
– as opposed to 

who we are in Christ – 
relationship. When our 
assurance is based solely 
on the religious things 
we do, there is no way 
to measure up to the ex-
pectations of a holy God. 
Thus, the real ability to 
“know” that we have eter-
nal life is futile when we 
base it on our works rath-
er than on what Christ 
has done for us.

Those of us who have the Son and 
therefore have eternal life (1 John 
5:12) should be thankful that it was 
never our righteousness that saved us 
or keeps us saved (1 John 5:18). 

If salvation was solely up to us, 
we could never be certain – and that 
would be a miserable existence. 

Bob Johnson
Harrison

God creates 
Genesis 1:1-5, 26-31; 2:1-3 

ExplorE thE BiBlE

Janice Ramsey
Arkadelphia

Have you ever been let down by 
someone or the circumstances sur-
rounding a certain event? Have you 
ever been so low as to question why 
God would allow such things to hap-
pen? This is exactly why “spiritual 
markers” are so im-
portant. A “spiri-
tual marker” is a 
time or season or 
event in life where 
some concept 
about God, God’s 
Word or God’s 
will was revealed 
clearly and evidently. We 
establish them, or better 
yet God institutes them, 
in our lives so that we may 
remember His faithfulness 
to us.

Ethan the Ezrahite was 
a wise man who served 
under David, Solomon 
and their descendants. As 
the author of Psalm 89, it 
was his intent to remind 
all who read it of God’s 
unfailing power and faithfulness to 
His people and God’s promises to 
them through the Davidic Covenant, 
a spiritual marker for the people of 
Israel. At the same time, Ethan was 
distraught with the disobedience of 
the Israelite people that had appar-
ently led to a time of distance from  

God’s promise of faithfulness
Psalm 89:1-2, 5-8, 15-18

BiBlE StudiES for lifE

Made in His image
Genesis 2:4-9, 15-18

ExplorE thE BiBlE

God’s promise of eternal life
1 John 5:6-13 

BiBlE StudiES for lifE
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Bob Johnson
Harrison
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