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Audience members flood the stage at the conclusion of the International Mission Board (IMB) mis-
sionary appointment service as IMB President Tom Elliff invites forward those who would agree to 
embrace God’s next words to them about missions. See story Page 2. Photo by Jessica Vanderpool

Ark. Baptists send ‘Love’

Tim Yarbrough
Arkansas Baptist News

SPARKMAN – A traveler 
passing through the serene 
countryside surrounding 
this community of about 
600 residents can’t miss all 
the commotion at the edge 
of town.

Sawing, hammering and 
the sound of the construc-
tion of a new house were unmistak-
able as temperatures reached nearly 
80 degrees on a recent bright morn-
ing in May.

“It’s been a group effort,” smiled 
James Guthrie, pastor of First 
Baptist Church, Sparkman, 
as he looked at the house sur-
rounded by nearly a dozen 
workers, adding, “The com-
munity and the (Carey Bap-
tist) Association has worked 
together, along with volun-
teers, (and) has just made it 
happen.”

“We’ve probably gotten a 
little more involved than we needed 
to, but how do you quit?” he asked, 
adding, “I just keep telling our guys, 
‘We are doing it for Him.’”

The mission heart of the First 
Baptist congregation is large, as it 
is with other churches in the area. 
In fact, Steve and Charlotte Shad-
dock, owners of the house, aren’t 
even members of First Baptist. They 
attend Southside Baptist Church, 
Fordyce.

“We’re thankful through all of 
this that everyone was protected and 
taken care of and that their needs 
are being met. It shows the power 
of God and also the strength of the 
family of God and how we tend to 
bond together, even through com-
munity connections,” said Mike 

White, pastor at Southside Baptist.
“It’s been really neat to see how 

many people have helped them. And 
it’s not just (us). We have helped 
them financially, bought them 
Christmas gifts. ... Individuals, in-
cluding myself, have given gifts to 
them. I think it shows the strength 
of God’s family,” White added.

The Shaddocks lost their house 
to fire four days before Christmas in 
2012. In the aftermath of the trag-
edy, the community has helped the 
family through donations and slowly 

Guthrie
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HOUSTON (BP) – A Tuesday eve-
ning revival service with worship led 
by Charles Billingsley and a sermon 
by Southern Baptist Convention 
President Fred Luter will be among 
the highlights of the Southern 
Baptist Convention (SBC) Annual 
Meeting June 11-12 in Houston.

Messengers will 
convene with the 
theme Revive Us 
That We May Be 
One, based on 
John 13:34-35, 
at the George R. 
Brown Conven-
tion Center, 1001 
Avenida De Las 
Americas.

Luter said he chose the theme be-
cause he believes the brotherly love 
that distinguishes God’s disciples 
is the only way the convention will 

LITTLE ROCK – Assistance for 
residents of Oklahoma ravaged by 
a rash of tornadoes continues to 
pour in from across the Southern 
Baptist Convention – including the 
Arkansas Baptist State Convention 
(ABSC).

By May 24, the ABSC had col-
lected hundreds of Buckets of Love 
for Oklahoma! supplies in an effort 
to assist residents immediately.

Robby Tingle, team leader of the 
ABSC missions ministries team, 
said Arkansas has been in contact 
with the Oklahoma Baptist State 
Convention disaster relief “offer-
ing to assist in any way possible,” 
but as of press time had not been 
asked to deploy disaster relief units. 
The ABSC has provided Oklahoma 

some disaster relief funds to assist 
with immediate mobilization costs, 
he said, as well as helped in other 
ways.

For example, the ABSC coordi-
nated locating five “Bobcat” com-
pact track loaders for use in clearing 
debris resulting from the tornadoes, 
he said.

Initially, the overwhelming need 
of residents was for basic items such 
as a bucket, gloves, personal items 
and cleaning supplies, said Tingle. 
The ABSC is partnered with an 
Oklahoma Baptist church near the 
area of devastation to assist in dis-
tributing the buckets.

“The heart of the ABSC is to help 

experience the revival it so desires, 
adding the theme passage com-
mands Christians to love one an-
other because such love is how the 

See SBC page 6

Ark. missionaries appointed
Luter
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Four Arkansans among IMB appointees
Jessica Vanderpool
Arkansas Baptist News

ROGERS – As the final hours of 
daylight faded across the campus 
of Cross Church Pinnacle Hills in 
Rogers, more than 1,200 people 
gathered for an event that had not 
been held in Arkansas in more than 
10 years – an International Mission 
Board (IMB) missionary appoint-
ment service. 

Fifty-eight candidates, several of 
whom have Arkansas ties (IMB with-
holds their names for security pur-
poses), were appointed by trustees in 
the May 15 service. 

Ronnie Floyd, Cross Church se-
nior pastor, welcomed the crowd 
gathered for the service, and J.D. 
“Sonny” Tucker, Arkansas Baptist 
State Convention (ABSC) executive 
director, led the crowd in Scripture 
reading and prayer.

“It is fitting that you’re in this 
state – a state that has a big heart for 
missions,” Tucker said. “It is fitting 
that you’re in this church, a church 
that is a leader and has an unbeliev-
able commitment to missions … in 
the state, globally and internation-
ally.”

David Uth, chairman of the IMB 
board of trustees and senior pastor 
of First Baptist Church, Orlando, 
Fla., presented the missionaries. “I 
have never heard testimonies like 
you’re going to hear tonight. ... And 

they’re here to say to you, they’re 
going. And you get to be a part,” 
Uth said, who calls Arkansas his 
home state.

“Tonight is a big step in taking the 
gospel to those who’ve never heard. 
… And there is a great possibility we 
could take the gospel to every na-
tion, every tribe, every tongue in our 
generation. And, Cross Church, you 
get to be a part of that. You get to be 
a part of history,” continued Uth, 
commenting on Cross 
Church’s graciousness 
in hosting the event. 
“We believe that God 
has positioned church-
es like yours all across 
this country to be 
lighthouses and to be 
sending churches. … I 
know your heart, and I 
know your heart is for 
the nations.”

Passion filled the voices of ap-
pointees as they shared short testi-
monies of their callings to missions 
and plans and locations for service.

One candidate, a native of central 
Arkansas who was an associate pas-
tor in the same area, will serve with 
his wife in the Americas. 

Another Arkansas native, who 
was born in northeast Arkansas 
and attended college in the south-
ern part of the state, will serve in 
East Asia with her husband, who 
also attended college in southern             

Arkansas. 
A third husband-and-wife team, 

both of whom are Arkansas natives 
– he of northwest Arkansas and she 
of central Arkansas – will serve in 
East Asia. Both he and she attended 
college in central Arkansas.

These couples and their fellow 
appointees will join the ranks of 
almost 4,900 missionaries serving 
worldwide.

As the time of testimonies and 
prayer of dedication 
concluded, special 
music from the Cross 
Church worship choir 
and band flooded the 
room, with lyrics to “I 
Surrender” summariz-
ing the commitment 
being made by the 58 
appointees.

The service also in-
cluded a time of praise 

and worship, as well as a charge 
brought by IMB President Tom El-
liff. 

Elliff spoke from Acts 1, encour-
aging the appointees to never forget 
four things: the uncertainty of the 
time they have, “the necessity of liv-
ing in the fullness of the Holy Spir-
it,” the reality of being God’s wit-
nesses and the extremity of how far 
geographically they are to go to be 
His witnesses.

He reminded appointees there 
would be times when they ques-

continued from page one
REBUILD

tioned whether they were in the 
place in which God wanted them 
to be sharing their faith. But he en-
couraged them that “there are peo-
ple right now where you are going 
whose hearts God is already prepar-
ing for your testimonies.” 

“He’s already at work,” Elliff told 
them. “And you may not think so, 
but … they are ready to hear the 
words of truth.” 

“I’ll guarantee you where you’re 
heading, somebody is building a 
house for Christ in their heart,” he 
continued. “Day by day, they get up, 
and they say, ‘Maybe, maybe tomor-
row someone will come. Maybe next 
week,’ … because in their heart there 
is this emptiness only Christ can fill. 

“And they ought to have a legiti-
mate reason to believe that if they 
can just hang on, before too long, 
you’re going to get there with the 
Word of God.”

The audience flooded the stage 
following Elliff’s charge, inviting 
forward those who would agree to 
embrace God’s next words to them 
about missions.

And as the ceremony concluded 
and the sun set on Cross Church, 
those gathered in the room knew 
Christ’s light would soon dawn in 
the lives of countless people across 
the world as a result of the 58 ap-
pointees in their midst.

Contact Jessica Vanderpool at  
jessica@arkansasbaptist.org.

and methodically worked together 
to rebuild the house.

“Everyone is wanting to pitch in 
and help; … the Lord is just coming 
in and just helping,” said Charlotte 
Shaddock as she wiped a tear from 
her eye.

“I’ve cried so much, and my little 
boy, … our youngest one is 7 – his 
name is Samuel – says, ‘Momma, 
every time the school bus passes by, 
… our house is looking really good. 
When can we move in?’” 

Guthrie explained that Bill Dani-
ell, a deacon, has fueled the First 
Baptist Church’s role in local out-
reach and in the construction of the 
Shaddock house.

“He (Daniell) told me, ‘I love this 
Lottie Moon, I love Annie, but I re-
ally love the local stuff,’” said Guth-
rie. “He and his wife have been on 
mission trips. I asked him to be our 
local missions coordinator.”

After Dallas County workers 
cleaned up and prepared the site, 
Irwin Seale, a member at First Bap-
tist who is a contractor, “got it up 
and off the ground and the blocks 
laid,” readying it for walls and 
beams, said Guthrie. 

Two other deacons at First Bap-
tist, father and son Don and Donny 
White, own the local lumber com-
pany and have donated materials to 

the project. With Daniell’s passion 
fueling the church’s mission, the 
work got underway. But soon it was 
Guthrie who knew they had to have 
more help.

“I came back to the office one 
day, sat in this chair, looked up and 
said, ‘Lord, we just got to have some 
help,’” said Guthrie.

He called the Arkansas Baptist 
State Convention, which put him 
in touch with Bobby Miller, pastor 
of First Baptist Church, Marquand, 
Mo., and one of the leaders of Let’s 
Go Ministries along with Paul Moy-
ers.

With about 15 regular attend-
ees, First Baptist, Marquand, isn’t 
the typical small church, according 
to Miller. It is a church with a large 
heart for missions.

Miller said the church has several 
ministries, including foreign mis-
sions, a radio ministry and mission 
trips they try to have once a month

While a mission trip once a 
month is amazing for a church its 
size, its Let’s Go Ministries fuels 
their involvement.

“Everyone always gave us an ex-
cuse that we don’t have the time or 
we are on vacation, whatever,” he 
said. “Mission trips are not that ex-
pensive. (For example), his mission 
trip, we just all pitched in for an oil 
change on the van.”

Miller added, “Missions is not ex-
pensive. People think they have to 
spend thousands of dollars to go on 
a mission trip once a year. … It just 

depends if you want to sleep on an 
air mattress in the basement or not.”

Since March 2012 when Let’s Go 
was started, Miller said the ministry 
has served in New Orleans, across 
Arkansas, Missouri and generally 
“wherever we can.”

This week it was Let’s Go – along 
with local volunteers – who were re-
sponsible for adding siding to the 
Shaddock home and hanging sheet-
rock inside, moving the house closer 
to completion.

“We want to join them, bless 
them, and in turn they bless us,” 
said Miller, adding, “We just wish 

other churches would consider get-
ting outside instead of staying inside 
all of the time.”

Looking over her shoulder at the 
new home taking shape, Shaddock 
said the loss of the family’s house 
has renewed her faith and has taught 
her an important lesson.

“What we learned is don’t take 
for granted what you have, because 
it can be gone,” she said, “(and to) 
be thankful for what you have and 
don’t gripe about what you don’t 
have.” 

Contact Tim Yarbrough at tim@ 
arkansasbaptist.org. 

Charlotte and Steve Shaddock stand outside their new home being built by church and commu-
nity volunteers. Photo by Tim Yarbrough

Floyd
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Literacy Missions partnership established
Jessica Vanderpool
Arkansas Baptist News

LITTLE ROCK – Fifth-grader Lid-
ia’s eyes grew wide as Bonnie, her 
tutor of several years, offered her 
two framed pictures with Scriptures 
on them. Bonnie explained 
they had hung in her moth-
er’s house for years, and now 
she wanted to give them to 
Lidia. Lidia recognized the 
significance of the gesture 
and learned it was because 
her tutor loved her. 

Bonnie is just one of 
many volunteers who have 
been able to show Christ’s 
love through Literacy Missions.

“‘Literacy Missions’ is a term that 
covers three distinct ministries: ‘Eng-
lish as a Second Language,’ ‘Adult 
Reading and Writing’ and ‘Tutoring 
Children and Youth’,” explained 
Claudean Boatman, National Liter-
acy Missions coordinator and state 
Literacy Missions coordinator for 
the Colorado Baptist General Con-
vention. “All three Literacy Missions 
ministries share one purpose: bring-
ing the message of Jesus to people 
who need to hear it through meeting 
their specific needs.”

She said that Literacy Missions 
began in 1959 at the Home Mission 
Board (now the North American 
Mission Board), and NAMB had 
continued to head it up until the 
institution’s recent reorganization. 
Now, as a result of the reorganiza-
tion, there is no longer someone at 
NAMB with the sole job of support-
ing literacy missions.

That is why more than 20 partici-
pants from 16 states came to Little 
Rock May 7-9 to take part in the Lit-
eracy Missions State Coordinators 
Meeting. The goal of the meeting 
was to support the continuation of 
Literacy Missions through the estab-

lishment of a new partnership called 
the “National Literacy Missions Part-
nership.”

It is the second such meeting, 
with 11 states coming together in 
North Carolina for the first meeting 
in August. It was during the original 

meeting that Boatman was 
asked to be national coordi-
nator.

“Because Literacy Mis-
sions, especially ‘English as a 
Second Language,’ is an im-
portant strategy used in sev-
eral states to share the gospel 
of Jesus Christ and to start 
churches, state conventions 
have united their efforts in 

making certain the ministry can con-
tinue,” said Boatman.

She explained NAMB always 
provided a number of elements like 
“quality training materials” and a 
national training event where vol-
unteers could receive training that 
allowed them to, in turn, train local 
church volunteers in their own 
states. In addition, NAMB’s Liter-
acy Missions missionary would help 
state coordinators connect to share 
encouragement and resources with 
each other.

Boatman said state conventions 
are seeking to maintain “quality ma-
terials, solid training for volunteers 
and a leadership network” through 
the new partnership. 

However, she emphasized they 
seek to continue work with NAMB 
to reach the literacy organization’s 
objectives.

“The new National Literacy Mis-
sions Partnerships with state con-
ventions across the United States 
will help ABSC (Arkansas Baptist 
State Convention) churches across 
the state with better Literacy Mis-
sions Training in ‘English as a Sec-
ond Language,’ ‘Tutoring Children 
and Youth’ and ‘Adult Reading 

and Writing,’” said Breck Freeman, 
ABSC missions ministries team 
member and state convention con-
tact for Literacy Missions. 

“Literacy Missions is a mission 
ministry that can be used in our 
own local communities or used on 
missions trips across the world. Lit-
eracy Missions can be the open door 
in meeting people right where they 
are and sharing Christ with them,” 
Freeman said.

He said the ABSC missions min-
istries team was “privileged to host” 
the state coordinators meeting. 

Along with business, Boatman 
said the meeting included training 
and fellowship. Participants, most of 
whom serve in a volunteer capacity, 
took part in praise and worship, as 
well as three mini-workshops. 

They discussed the work of liter-
acy missions over the past year and 
the future design of its ministries. 

Jerry Daniel, NAMB’S LoveLoud 
team leader, addressed participants 
via Skype, expressing his apprecia-
tion for volunteers and affirming 
the importance of Literacy Missions 
in reaching people for Christ.

In addition, Boatman said one of 
the highlights of the event was visit-
ing the “English as a Second Lan-
guage” ministry of Immanuel Bap-
tist Church, Little Rock, where they 
met students and teachers “who re-
minded us that this ministry makes 
a difference in real lives.”

An appointed task force con-
vened at the end of the meeting to 
write the National Literacy Missions 
Partnership’s operating document, 
which will determine the group’s 
steps as it moves forward.

“The 16 states represented began 
to build solid partnerships that will 
allow us to move forward in quality 
ministry,” said Boatman. 

Contact Jessica Vanderpool at 
jessica@arkansasbaptist.org.

continued from page one
TORNADO

churches carry out their purpose,” 
he said. “When tragedy strikes, the 
heart of the Church is to meet a 
need through compassion and the 
love of Christ.”

Tingle said for more information 
or to donate to the Oklahoma relief 
effort, call Michelle Hendrix at 800-
838-2272 or 501-376-4791, ext. 5249, 
or visit www.absc.org. Updates are 
being posted at www.arkansasbap-
tist.org.

‘Faith-based FEMA’
Southern Baptists throughout 

social media took note that NBC 
News anchor Brian Williams and 
reporter Harry Smith mentioned 
on air the quick response of South-
ern Baptist disaster relief workers in 
Moore, Okla., May 21. 

“In the briefings today, it was ap-
parent there’s Federal Emergency 
Management Agency (FEMA) and 

then there’s the faith-based FEMA,” 
Williams said, standing in front of 
rubble left by the tornado that dev-
astated the area Monday. “There 
are no fewer – I counted – than 30 
churches that are banding together, 
and that’s going to be a huge part of 
this recovery.”

Smith added, “As you and I have 
seen in so many different places in 
this country, if you’re waiting for the 
government, you’re going to be in 
for an awful long wait. The Baptist 
men, they’re going to get it done to-
morrow.”

Williams agreed, “They’re already 
delivering food on the street.”

Oklahoma Baptist disaster relief 
workers were in action immediately 
after the tornado hit, responding 
with feeding units, debris cleanup 
and chaplains. Sam Porter, direc-
tor of disaster relief for the Baptist 
General Convention of Oklahoma, 
said “anywhere from 24 to 40 chap-
lains (will be) on the ground every 
day all across the storm track just to 
give emotional and spiritual care to 
people and give them hope because 

that’s where we find a great place to 
minister in disaster relief.”

Oklahoma Baptist chaplains were 
on the ground at the two destroyed 
elementary schools with the families 
as they searched for their children, 
Porter said, and the leader of the 
chaplaincy effort was involved in 
several official notification visits. 

Porter reported that 5,500 Okla-
homa Baptists were trained in di-
saster response before the Moore 
tornado hit, “and today is the day. 
It’s game-time in Oklahoma with di-
saster relief.”

Residents of Moore were being 
allowed back into their demolished 
neighborhoods May 22 afternoon, 
and the death toll stood at 24, in-
cluding at least 10 children. 

The National Weather Service 
upgraded the storm to an EF5, es-
timating its winds at more than 200 
miles per hour. 

Early estimates indicate the cost 
of damage from the tornado could 
exceed $2 billion.

Compiled through Arkansas Baptist 
News and Baptist Press reports.

Boatman

Senate immigration bill
drops same-sex aspect 
WASHINGTON (BP) – A U.S. 
Senate committee has approved 
immigration reform legislation 
without including provisions 
for same-sex partners opposed 
by Southern Baptist and other 
evangelical Christian leaders. 
The Senate Judiciary Committee 
voted 13-5 May 21 for a bill de-
signed to provide broad reform 
for a system that seemingly every-
one acknowledges is badly bro-
ken. The lack of enforcement of 
the current system has resulted 
in an estimated 11 to 12 million 
undocumented immigrants liv-
ing in the United States illegally.

Vermont legalizes 
assisted suicide 
WASHINGTON (BP) – Ver-
mont became the third state in 
the country to enact physician-
assisted suicide when Gov. Peter 
Shumlin signed legislation May 
20. It joins Oregon and Washing-
ton as the only states to permit 
terminally ill citizens to take their 
own lives by using lethal drug 
doses prescribed by doctors.

U.S. Supreme Court
considers prayer case
WASHINGTON (BP) – The 
U.S. Supreme Court has agreed 
to take up a prayer case that 
could have a major impact on the 
intersection between church and 
state and to bring clarity to what 
is constitutionally allowed – such 
as the mention of “Jesus” – in 
prayers at government meetings. 
At issue is an open policy in the 
town of Greece, N.Y., to allow a 
person from the community to 
pray before the monthly board 
meetings. Clergy of all faiths in 
the community were welcome to 
do so. The Second Circuit Court 
of Appeals in 2012 ruled the 
prayers amounted to an uncon-
stitutional government establish-
ment of religion because most 
of the prayers were explicitly 
Christian.

China largest producer
of Bibles worldwide
ASHEVILLE, N.C. (BP) – 
China, the world’s largest pro-
ducer of textiles and manufac-
tured goods, is now the largest 
producer of Bibles. In 2012, 
the country’s sole Bible printer, 
Amity Printing, produced 12 mil-
lion Bibles and New Testaments.
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national stage anymore, but when 
they minister through disaster 
relief, even secular news organiza-
tions take note.

On May 21, social media lit up 
when NBC News anchor Brian 
Williams and reporter Harry Smith 

mentioned on 
air the quick re-
sponse of South-
ern Baptist disas-
ter relief workers 
in Moore, Okla. 
(see related story 
Page 1).

Standing in 
front of rubble left by the tornado, 
Williams said, “There are no fewer 
– I counted – than 30 churches 
that are banding together, and 
that’s going to be a huge part of 
this recovery.”

Smith added, “As you and I have 
seen in so many different places in 
this country, if you’re waiting for 
the government, you’re going to 
be in for an awful long wait. The 
Baptist men, they’re going to get it 
done tomorrow.”

N ever under estimate the power 
of a “cup of cold water in 

Jesus’ name.”
For many years now, Southern 

Baptist disaster relief has done just 
that, earning a platform to share 
Christ in places and through ways 
that otherwise 
would be impos-
sible. 

As the prayers 
of a nation are 
focused on the 
storm  devastation 
in Oklahoma, so is 
Southern Baptist 
disaster relief, responding to assist 
thousands whose homes were de-
stroyed by the force of nature.

While disaster relief in Okla-
homa is strong and can take care of 
its own, the Arkansas Baptist State 
Convention and others are offering 
assistance in tangible ways, such as 
by providing A Bucket of Love for 
Oklahoma!, allowing Baptists there 
to focus on more immediate things.

 Southern Baptists hear few posi-
tive words about themselves on the 

Reaching the world with a cup of cold water
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Williams added, “They’re already 
delivering food on the street.”

When all is lost and governments 
crumble, the Word of God stands.

Mark 13:31 (NASB) says, “Heav-
en and earth will pass away, but My 

words will not pass away.”
For residents of Oklahoma, that 

cup of cold water given by South-
ern Baptists never looked so  good.

Tim Yarbrough is editor of the Ar-
kansas Baptist News.

Surf the Woods

H ave you ever had a God-
inspired dream you aban-

doned along the journey of life? 
Perhaps you chose the “safe zone” 
and let the 
dream die and 
now it seems 
like life is just 
passing by.

In his book 
“Surf the 
Woods: The 
Ordinary 
Man’s Trail Map to the Extraor-
dinary Life,” Arkansas native 
Holt Condren leads readers on a 
journey of renewed hope that the 
dreams they once aspired to can 
be a reality. “Surf the Woods” 
is the first book from Condren, 
who is a successful entrepreneur, 
men’s ministry leader, avid 
wilderness explorer and lead 
mountaineer on a team of scien-
tists and archaeologists who are 
exploring Mount Ararat in search 
of the remains of Noah’s Ark.

BOOK REVIEW

Matt Ramsey
 The Summit Church

North Little Rock

Through personal stories and 
a series of principles, Condren’s 
main goal is to help readers move 
past the monotony of life and start 

living the fulfill-
ing lives to which 
God has called 
them. The author 
leads readers 
through what he 
calls the “Four 
Dreamer’s Prin-
ciples,” which are 

to “plan ambitiously,” “prepare per-
sistently,” “persevere courageously” 
and “accelerate toward fear.” 

Condren shared the inspiration 
behind the title of his book. In 
his early 40s, Condren decided to 
put his wilderness skills to the test 
and go on a four-week journey of 
solitude into the largest contiguous 
wilderness area in the south central 
United States. While on the trip, 
he experienced difficult terrain and 
had to constantly look at his GPS 
as he cut new trails with a machete 

in order to reach his destination. 
After spending several exhausting 
hours going just a few feet, Con-
dren decided to try a new strategy. 
He took one look at 
the general direction he 
needed to go on his GPS 
and exchanged the ma-
chete for trek poles and 
pushed the heavy brush 
to the side. This allowed 
him to keep his head up 
and take a better look 
at the landscape and 
helped him better plan 
his route. Once he had 
the right tools and had 
his eyes focused on the 
goal of finding the best 
route, he was able to accomplish 
the goal. He nicknamed this meth-
od of wilderness travel “surfing the 
woods.”

“It is an easy thing to be a 
dreamer; it is far more difficult to 
walk effectively in your dreams,” 
Condren writes. In light of this, 

he developed what he calls the 
“Dreamer’s Creed,” which is 
meant to help people overcome 
fear and pursue their dreams. 

The creed states: “I’ll 
go where I’m scared to 
go, I’ll face what I’m 
scared to face, I’ll say 
what I’m scared to say, 
to live the dream God 
has for me.”

The author sums 
up his book, saying, 
“If you apply the prin-
ciples in this book, 
no longer will you sit 
back watching a select 
few live their inspiring 
dreams. You will start 

feeling the joy and contentment 
that goes along with living abun-
dantly. You will be surfing the 
woods!”

Matt Ramsey is a member of The 
Summit Church, North Little Rock, 
and a member of the Arkansas Bap-
tist State Convention staff.

Holt Condren, Trailblazer Now, 2013
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M inistering to families is your church’s most impor-
tant strategy for sharing the gospel. The failure 

to minister directly to families is a failure to meet the 
biblical mandates of basic Church function as outlined 
for us in Scripture. That is my strong conviction about 
Church life and ministry. 

The failure to make families a focal point of ministry 
is one of the most significant factors in the decline of 
influence and power in the evan-
gelical Church in America today. 
The collective failure of the Church 
to prioritize sharing the gospel by 
ministering to families is our No. 1 
failure. It is why:

– Church attendance has been 
on a steady decline.

– The majority of children raised 
in church leave by the time they 
reach college.

– Baptisms are declining. 
– There is a loss of relevance and effectiveness in 

ministry.
The New Testament gives us a clear calling to family 

ministry. First, God wired the call of the gospel into 
the very soul of every person by making marriage His 
most complete, beautiful and universal picture of salva-
tion. (Eph. 5 and Col. 3). Every person in every culture 
comes from a family. What a powerful way to ensure 
there is a picture of love, sacrifice and protection in 
every life. Even the effect of being born into a broken 
home is to motivate a search for what is missing.

What better tool could we possibly have to evangelize 
a lost world than ministry to marriages? The central 
issue in America today is the breakdown of the fam-

ily unit. Christians have the answer to the heart cry 
of people in every walk of life. Churches must make a 
commitment to sharing the gospel through direct min-
istry to marriages. 

Second, the Bible consistently repeats the call to 
make family ministry a primary focal point in our 
churches. Consider Paul’s instruction Letters to the 
Church. At every turn, he chooses under the guidance 

of the Holy Spirit to address families. 
He addresses marriage in detail in 1 
and 2 Corinthians, Ephesians and 
Colossians. Peter does the same thing 
in 1 Peter. Paul addresses biblical par-
enting in Ephesians and Colossians 
and uses adoption to teach salvation 
in Romans and Galatians. 

The importance of the family is re-
affirmed in both 1 Timothy and Titus 
by making family testimony central 

to the qualifications of church leadership. Paul rebukes 
the church in Corinth for sinful testimonies regarding 
family situations that are outside of the biblical model. 
Detailed instructions for ministering to widows are pro-
vided in 1 Timothy, as well as in both Acts and James. 
In Titus, Paul commands older women to specifically 
train young wives and mothers in their family lives. 

God has called the Church to recognize the primacy 
of families to both evangelism and discipleship. How 
does your church minister directly to families? There 
are myriad ways to focus on families. There is only one 
strategy that will help every church reach its community 
– sharing the gospel through family ministry.   

Greg Addison is president of the Arkansas Baptist State 
Convention and pastor of First Baptist Church, Cabot.

Ministering to familiesBaptists Ask
How did the Israelites know 
that a prophet really pos-
sessed God’s Word?

It was not always easy to rec-
ognize a true prophet from a 

false one; even biblical proph-
ets had difficulty knowing the 
difference. An unknown proph-
et, having spoken against Je-
roboam, later could not discern 
another prophet’s deception (1 
Kings 13). 
Although 
Zedekiah 
and Micaiah 
both proph-
esied to 
King Ahab, 
only Mic-
aiah was the 
truthful one 
(1 Kings 22). After confront-
ing  Hananiah and his soothing 
false message, Jeremiah ques-
tioned himself (Jer. 28). Amos 
stood his ground against Ama-
ziah, but the confrontation was 
not easy (Amos 7).

While it was often difficult 
for even the most righteous Is-
raelite to discern true and false 
prophecy, Jeremiah gave believ-
ers some tests for discernment 
throughout his book. First, 
consider his conduct: How 
does the prophet act when out-
side the public eye (Jer. 23:11-
14)? Second, consider his effec-
tiveness: How do the prophet’s 
words affect his audience (Jer. 
23:22, 39)? Third, consider his 
desire: Does the prophet desire 
to lift up God’s Word, or to lift 
up himself (Jer. 20:9)? Fourth, 
consider his intercession: Does 
the prophet pray to see God’s 
people return to holiness (Jer. 
8:21-9:1)? Fifth, consider his 
message: Does the message of 
the prophet include judgment 
as well as peace (Jer. 28:8-9)? 
These tests would be a great 
help for Israelites to discern the 
“sheep” from the “goats.”

Sometimes, even after the 
litmus test, Israelites still may 
have found it too difficult to 
discern truth from falsehood. 
However, the biblical prophets 
reminded them of two facts. 
First, regardless of a prophet’s 
message, God would ultimately 
triumph (Jer. 29:10). Conse-
quently, the Israelites needed 
to trust in God first, and they 
needed to be careful of the 
person they followed.  Second, 
the people may malign a true 
prophet, but God will eventu-
ally vindicate him (Jer. 23:20). 
Thus, it is only a matter of time 
until God draws the line of de-
marcation between a true and 
false prophet.

 
Ken Gore teaches at Williams 
Baptist College, Walnut Ridge.

Gore

PRESIDENT’S
PERSPECTIVE

Greg Addison

Tips for drawing a larger group of children
A t this very moment, churches across Arkan-

sas are working hard to enlist just a few more 
students and children for camp and are promoting 
vacation Bible school (VBS) in hopes of having the 
largest enrollment ever – while at the same time 
recruiting sponsors and workers for each of those 
events and others. 

For most churches, there are 
more professions of faith among 
children and teens during sum-
mer months than all the other 
months combined. So, we all 
want to see large numbers in at-
tendance so more can hear the 
gospel. Here are just a few basic 
proven promotional tips for en-
listing students and children:

– Promote the “experience,” 
not the “program.” Publishing 
the name of the event, dates and 
registration information is only 
appealing for those who have 
had a positive experience with 
that event or a similar event in 
the past and are anticipating that 
event happening again. Highlight 
the experience and talk about 
what will happen.

– Exercise the “Six Impres-
sions Law.” The average Ameri-
can must see or hear a message 
a minimum of six times before 
it even registers with them. 
That means one mail-out, a bul-
letin announcement and an an-
nouncement from the pulpit put you only halfway 
there. And that is “halfway” only for those who hap-
pened to read their mail and read the bulletin and 
listen to what was being said on a particular Sunday. 
Get the information out there!

– “Peer-to-peer” testimonials work. No matter 

what age, people listen to their peers more than they 
listen to others. Enlist students to promote youth 
camp. For VBS, consider interviewing some high-
energy children in a Sunday morning service, or 
produce a short video (60 seconds or less) of children 
inviting other children and talking about what they 
love most about the event.

– Use social media. Facebook and 
Twitter are powerful tools. Get people 
talking about the event and reposting 
the event. Create a Facebook event 
and invite people. In every message 
or post, include a link so people can 
register online. If you do not have 
the website functionality to do online 
registration, provide an email link for 
registration.
– Broaden your leadership base. En-

list more adult volunteers. Most adult 
volunteers have grandchildren and/or 
children, nephews, nieces and neighbors. 
If they are coming to the event already, 
then they are more likely to bring chil-
dren with them.

– Make sure parents are “in the 
know.” For every event that is promoted 
to children or teens, there should be an 
equally intense parallel promotion and 
public relations effort aimed at parents. 
Parents should know what you are saying 
to their children, every detail available, 
and they should be convinced that the 
event is safe, beneficial and well-planned 
and should feel included and equally or 
more informed than their children.

Following these basic principles will help to ensure 
that more children and students are engaged with 
your church activities and have more opportunities 
to hear the truth of God.  

Eric W. Ramsey is as president of TCWM, based in 
Mountainburg.

ANSWERING
THE CALL

Eric Ramsey
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world will know that believers follow 
the Lord.

“We’re not going to do it by just 
our preaching or by our singing or 
just by our giving. We’ve got to prove 
it through our actions that we truly 
love one another,” Luter said. “And 
the way we do that is by being the 
disciples that God has called us to 
be.

“And if we ever get in one accord, 
I believe something can happen like 
happened in Acts chapter 2,” Luter 
said. “When the New Testament 
Church was in one accord, God did 
great things through the Church. 
And that’s my prayer for this con-
vention.”

The SBC would be more Christ-
like in fulfilling its mission if the 
convention were to experience great-
er unity, Luter said.

Luter expressed excitement about 
the meeting location of Houston, 
dear to his heart because his pas-
torate, Franklin Avenue Baptist 
Church, planted a congregation 
there to serve its displaced New Or-
leans members after Hurricane Ka-
trina.

Reports showing the level of suc-
cess of the 1 percent Cooperative 
Program (CP) chal-
lenge, aimed at in-
creasing CP funding 
by $100 million with-
in a year and extend-
ing the work of the 
North American Mis-
sion Board (NAMB) 
and the International 
Mission Board (IMB) 
also will highlight 
the annual meeting, 
Luter said.

“I want to see how 
those funds have 
impacted NAMB in 
planting churches 
and strengthening 
other churches, how 
it’s impacted IMB 
through the missions 
board with (IMB 
President) Dr. (Tom) 
Elliff as far as impacting the lives of 
missionaries,” Luter said. “So I’m ex-
cited to hear those reports, as well as 
the reports that will be coming from 
the six seminaries.”

A greater turnout and more eth-
nic diversity among messengers 
also are among Luter’s hopes for 
the meeting, and he looks forward 
to worship being led by Billingsley, 
this year’s convention music director 

and worship pastor at Thomas Road 
Baptist Church in Lynchburg, Va.

1 Million Men
New Hope Publishers, a division 

of Woman’s Missionary Union, and 
the Ethics & Religious Liberty Com-
mission are partnering with Pastor 
Jay Dennis of First Baptist Church 
at the Mall in Lakeland, Fla., to 

launch the “Join 1 
Million Men in the 
War Against Pornog-
raphy” campaign and 
its related resources 
at this year’s annual 
meeting.

Dennis began the 
“Join 1 Million Men” 
ant i -pornography 
movement when he 
realized the horrific 
toll pornography was 
taking on churches. 

“Churches are fac-
ing a spiritual battle 
against a hidden 
plague that is keeping 
many believers from 
fulfilling their part of 
God’s mission,” Den-
nis said.

The War Against 
Pornography will take the move-
ment nationwide with a goal of 1 
million men taking a public stand 
against pornography and the sup-
port of 1 million women praying for 
them and their families. 

Crossover Houston
Continuing in the tradition of 

reaching out to the host city of the 
SBC Annual Meeting, the precon-

vention Crossover Houston event  
will offer opportunities for hun-
dreds of volunteers to intentionally 
share the gospel through block par-
ties and door-to-door evangelism.

“The Southern Baptists of Texas 
Convention (SBTC) is working 
with the North American Mission 
Board to provide a more traditional 
Crossover experience,” said Nathan 
Lorick, the SBTC’s evangelism di-
rector. 

“This includes working with sem-
inary students Monday through Fri-
day, June 3-7 on going door-to-door 
with the gospel. On Saturday, June 
8 churches will be hosting block par-
ties across Houston.”

Also, NAMB is partnering with 
Union Baptist Association in Hous-
ton to help kick off “Loving Hous-
ton,” a three-year program featuring 
projects such as home renovation, 
cleanup, demolition, outreach and 
prayer walking. 

For more information, visit www.
namb.net/crossover or www.sbtexas.
com/crossover.

SBC smartphone app
Messengers to the annual meeting 

this year can stay up-to-date with an 
SBC Annual Meeting smartphone 
application, which will include more 
than a dozen features, including 
maps, alerts, the Book of Reports 
and the Daily Bulletin.

The free app is available for those 
using iPhones, iPads, Androids and 
BlackBerry devices, and it can be 
downloaded by visiting http://m.
core-apps.com/sbc2013am from a 
smartphone or by typing in “SBC 
Annual Meeting 2013” in the smart-

phone company’s app store. 

Other SBC highlights
– By strengthening the pastor and 

his family, Southern Baptist Pastors’ 
Conference President Gregg Matte 
wants to create a movement that 
could become the spark God uses 
to bring revival. Thus, the theme 
of this year’s gathering – set to take 
place June 9-10 at the convention 
center – is Launch: Taking Our 
Hearts, Homes, and Ministries to a 
Higher Place.

A ministry roundtable Sunday 
evening will consider the topics 
of leadership challenges, leading 
change and leading a congregation 
and staff. On Monday afternoon, 
former SBC President Bryant 
Wright and his wife Anne will lead 
a roundtable discussion on balanc-
ing family and ministry, keeping 
the Sabbath through rest, a pastor’s 
personal relationship with Jesus and 
handling fear.

Preschool child care for new-
borns through 5-year-olds will be 
available during the Pastors’ Confer-
ence. Child care for children ages 5 
through 12 will be provided by Chil-
dren’s Conferences International 
(www.childrensconferences.com).

– NAMB will highlight a variety 
of ways Southern Baptists can help 
penetrate lostness in North America 
and is planning for as many as 4,000 
church leaders to attend its third an-
nual Send North America luncheon 
as part of this year’s SBC Pastors’ 
Conference. The noon luncheon, ti-
tled “Building Vision and Celebrat-

The George R. Brown Convention Center will host the 2013 SBC Annual Meeting which is to be held in Houston June 11-12.

See SBC page 7

The SBC Annual Meeting 2013 
smartphone application is a free 
download for iPhone, iPad, Android 
and Blackberry users.
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ing Missions in North America,” 
will be Monday, June 10 in Hall B3.

– Before the Pastors’ Conference, 
Hispanic pastors and church lead-
ers are invited to “Avance Hispano” 
June 9. The conference will cele-
brate SBC Hispanic ministries and 
is co-sponsored by NAMB, Guide-
Stone Financial Resources, LifeWay 
Christian Resources and the IMB. 

– Woman’s Missionary Union 
(WMU) will kick off a yearlong cel-
ebration of its 125th anniversary at 
the WMU Missions Celebration and 
Annual Meeting June 9-10. Over 
the course of 125 years, WMU has 
grown from a group of women pas-
sionate about missions to a thriving 
international missions organization 
that encourages both genders and 
all ages to share the love of Christ 
and seek to make Him known. With 
the theme The Story Lives On, par-
ticipants will get a glimpse into 125 
years of missions history through 
theme interpretations and interac-
tive exhibits (See related story Page 
8).

– Ministers’ wives will consider 
how they are uniquely called to the 
gospel ministry at their annual lun-
cheon as they focus on the theme 
For the Sake of the Gospel from 1 
Corinthians 9:23.

The Ministers’ Wives’ Luncheon 
will begin at noon Tuesday, June 11 
in the George Bush Grand Ballroom 
of the George R. Brown Conven-
tion Center with Donna Gaines of 
the Memphis-area Bellevue Baptist 
Church as the guest speaker. Ad-
vance tickets are available at Life-
Way.com/sbcwives.

– For the first time in its 34-year 
history, the Council of Korean 
Southern Baptist Churches in Amer-
ica plans to appear as one body dur-
ing the Tuesday, June 11 afternoon 
session of the SBC Annual Meeting. 
About 800 Koreans are expected to 
attend the Korean fellowship as well 
as the SBC.

– A new strategy for Native Amer-
ican ministry will be the focus of 
the Fellowship of Native American 
Christians’ June 10 annual meeting. 
They’ll discuss a Bible study meth-
odology based on the oral learn-
ing style of Native Americans, and 
they’ll emphasize developing indig-
enous leaders and expanded church 
planting. 

– Hiring a full-time executive di-
rector, holding regional leadership 
conferences and helping blacks at-
tend college and plant churches are 
on the agenda for the National Afri-
can American Fellowship’s Annual 
Meeting June 10 at the convention 
center. 

– The Filipino Southern Baptist 
Fellowship of North America will 
mark its 20th year as it meets Tues-

day, June 11. The group, with about 
220 affiliated churches in the Unit-
ed States and Canada, will gather 
for a luncheon and meeting from 11 

a.m. to 5 p.m. at the Houston-area 
First Philippine Baptist Church in 
Missouri City, Texas, at 15002 Hill-
croft St. 

Ark. Baptists named to SBC 
committees, entity boards
HOUSTON – A number of Arkan-
sas Baptists have been selected to 
serve on various Southern Baptist 
Convention (SBC) committees and 
convention entity boards.

SBC committees
Bill Bowen, pastor of Village 

Baptist Church, Bella Vista, has 
been named by Fred Luter, SBC 
president, to the Committee on 
Committees, which will meet in 
Houston, just prior to the SBC An-
nual Meeting June 11-12. A second 
Arkansas member is yet to be an-

nounced. The Com-
mittee on Committees 
nominates members 
of the Committee on 
Nominations which, 
in turn, nominate 
trustees to serve on 
boards of the various 

entities of the SBC.
Royce Sweatman of Harrison, 

director of missions for the North 
Arkansas Baptist Association in 
Harrison, has been named by Luter 
to serve as chairman of the SBC

Credentials Committee.

SBC boards, entities
Nominees to serve on the South-

ern Baptist Convention Executive 
Committee, the four denomina-
tional boards – International Mis-
sion Board, North American Mis-
sion Board, LifeWay Christian Re-
sources and GuideStone Financial 
Resources – the Ethics 
& Religious Liberty 
Commission, the six 
seminaries and the 
Committee on Order 
of Business have been 
selected by the 2013 
SBC Committee on 
Nominations.

Nominees will serve if elected by 
the messengers to the SBC Annual 
Meeting.

Guidestone Financial Resources 
– Wes George, Rogers, nominated 
for second term.

Ethics & Religious Liberty Com-
mission – Richard D. Piles, pastor 
of First Baptist Church, Camden, 
nominated for a second term.

Sweatman

Piles
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HOUSTON – Messengers attending 
the Southern Baptist Convention 
(SBC) Annual Meeting may register 
online at www.sbcannualmeeting.
net, under the “Messengers” tab. 

After online registration, each 
messenger will receive an eight-digit 
registration code to present at the 
annual meeting’s express registra-
tion lane. 

There, the registration code can 
be entered into a computer and a 
name tag will be printed. 

The traditional registration meth-
od also is available to messengers 
when they arrive at the convention 
center.

Resolutions
Messengers wishing to propose 

resolutions must submit them at 
least 15 days prior to the annual 
meeting. 

Detailed guidelines on submit-
ting resolutions are available at 
www.sbcannualmeeting.net under 
the “Messengers” tab. Resolutions 
may be submitted online but must 
be followed up by a letter of creden-
tials from the submitter’s church.

Convention shuttle
Shuttle service will be available 

Sunday through Wednesday to and 
from the convention center and se-

lect hotels, which are noted at www.
sbcannualmeeting.net under the 
“Housing and Travel” tab. Shuttle 
passes are available online with ser-
vice provided 3–10 p.m. Sunday; 7 
a.m.–10 p.m. Monday; 7 a.m.–10 
p.m. Tuesday, and 7 a.m.–7 p.m. 
Wednesday.

Children, students
Southern Baptist disaster relief 

childcare volunteers will offer child-
care for newborns through 5-year-
olds during the SBC Pastors’ Con-
ference and the annual meeting. 

Lunch for preschoolers will be 
available for Monday, Tuesday and 

Wednesday.
Children in Action and Youth 

on Mission will offer activities June 
11-12 for older children.

Children in Action, for children 
who have completed grades one 
through six, will challenge children 
to follow God’s plan with courage 
Youth on Mission will teach stu-
dents who have completed grades 
seven through 12. 

Youth will begin their days at the 
convention center with worship be-
fore going into the community for 
hands-on missions work at the Mis-
sion Centers of Houston and the 
Houston Food Bank.

SBC registration, childcare and shuttles

2013 Kaleo summer missionaries – From left: Rachel Falknor and Caleb Paschal, Washington Madison Association;  Kristin Rhodes, 
First, England;  Daniel Merrill, Temple, Fort Smith; Aly Sweigart, Crow Mountain, Russellville; Michael Dixon, West, Batesville; Clark Whitney, First, Searcy; 
Hunter Thompson, Concord Association; Cory Platt, First, Searcy; Mario Moore, Sang Avenue, Fayetteville; Shelby Reams, Green County Association; Sam 
Chaney, Sang Avenue, Fayetteville; Brittany Berry, Green County Association; Savannah Breyfogle, Grand Avenue, Fort Smith; Jantzen Lester, Bluff Avenue, 
Fort Smith; Hannah Yarbrough, First, Dumas; Jake Watts, First, Greenwood; Emily Friedrich, Barcelona, Hot Springs Village; Michael Holmes, Southside, 
Pine Bluff; Blake Cutter, First, England; James Norris, Southside, Pine Bluff; Jonathan Freeman, Eastside, Paragould.

WMU to celebrate 125 years of missions
HOUSTON – A yearlong cel-
ebration of the 125th anniversary 
of Woman’s Missionary Union 
(WMU) kicks off this year at the 
WMU Missions Celebration and 
Annual Meeting, June 9–10 in 
Houston.

“When WMU organized in 1888, 
praying for and giving to missions 
was at the forefront of the women’s 
minds,” said Wanda S. Lee, execu-
tive director/treasurer of national 
WMU. “They had read many mis-
sionary letters; heard the pleas from 
individuals like Lottie Moon, and 
recognized the need to raise aware-
ness and increase funding to sup-
port missions. What began with 
gathering eggs and baking bread to 
sell for missions soon turned into 
a missionary movement unlike any-
thing their churches had ever expe-
rienced.

“Once they saw the impact they 
were having in isolated areas,” Lee 
continued, “they realized there was 
strength in their collective efforts 
for missions. As a result, WMU was 
born and continues today with that 
same passion for praying and giving 
on behalf of our missionaries.”

Over the course of 125 years, 
Woman’s Missionary Union has 
grown from a group of women pas-
sionate about missions to a thriving 
international missions organization 
– WMU – that encourages both gen-
ders and all ages to share the love 
of Christ and seek to make Him 
known.

The Story Lives On is the theme 
of this year’s celebration. 

“The story of WMU is a story 
of God at work in the lives of His 
people as they followed His call,” 
Lee said. “It is a story worth telling 
over and over as we celebrate, so that 
others may join us in our missions 
calling.”

In Houston, participants will 
have the opportunity to glimpse 
into 125 years of missions history 
through theme interpretations and 
interactive exhibits; gain insight 
into how God is at work around the 
world and how each person can be a 

part; visit with and hear from inter-
national and North American field 
personnel; hear from Debby Aker-
man, national WMU president, on 
Monday afternoon; participate in 
breakout sessions, and join in times 
of worship.

Featured field personnel from 
the International Mission Board 
will include Jackie Bursmeyer, the 
Americas; Gregg and Donna Fort, 
Zimbabwe; Richard and Fran Kelly, 
West Africa, and Randy and Debbie 
M., South Asia.

Featured missionaries with the 
North American Mission Board will 

be Chet Cantrell, Baptist Center 
director of the Christian Activity 
Center in East St. Louis, Ill.; Patrick 
and Archalena Coats, who serve in 
Homestead, Fla., with the Miami 
Baptist Association, and Scott and 
Ashley Venable, who serve in inner-
city Chicago with the Illinois Baptist 
State Association.

A variety of breakout sessions 
on Monday, June 10 will be geared 
toward church missions leaders, 
including those who lead or are 
interested in knowing more about 
WMU’s various organizations – Mis-
sion Friends, Girls in Action, Royal 

Ambassadors, Children in Action, 
Acteens, Challengers, Youth on Mis-
sion and myMISSION.

All meetings of the WMU Mis-
sions Celebration will be on level 
four of the Hilton Americas Hotel, 
1600 Lamar St. in Houston. 

Visit www.wmu.com for more 
information, including a complete 
schedule and frequently asked ques-
tions.

The yearlong celebration of 125 
years of missions through WMU 
will culminate at the 2014 WMU 
Missions Celebration in Baltimore, 
June 8–9. 

Korean council to send 800 to SBC
HOUSTON (BP) – For the first time 
in its 34-year history, the Council of 
Korean Southern Baptist Churches 
in America plans to appear as one 
body during the Tuesday, June 11 
afternoon session of the SBC’s An-
nual Meeting in Houston.

“It will take many buses,” said 
Chongoh Aum, executive director of 
the Korean fellowship. “Korean pas-
tors will attend and vote for agenda 
(items) related to SBC,” such as the 

initial ballots for SBC officers.
About 800 people from 600 Kore-

an Southern Baptist churches in 40 
states gathered in Linthicum, Md., 
last June for the Korean fellowship’s 
annual meeting, according to a re-
port by the BaptistLIFE news journal 
of the Baptist Convention of Mary-
land/Delaware.

A similar number of Korean pas-
tors and church leaders are antici-
pated this year.

The Council of Korean Southern 
Baptist Churches in America was 
organized in 1981, 30 years after 
the first Korean Southern Baptist 
church in America was started in 
Washington, D.C. However, it is 
Berendo Street Baptist Church in 
Los Angeles, started in 1957, which 
is considered to be the “mother 
church” for the 850 or more Korean 
Southern Baptist churches now dot-
ted across the nation.
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Ark. Baptists take part in Bible reading marathon

Greg Lentz, pastor of Rudd Baptist Church, 
Green Forest, and daughter Katy Lentz take part 
in the Carroll County Bible Reading Marathon.

Wattensaw Baptist Church, Lonoke, held a special recognition service April 14 for its oldest 
member, Berdie Mae High, who celebrated her 100th birthday. Her sister and fellow church 
member, Lorene Brown, who shares the same birthday, was also recognized, and their youngest 
sister, Bernice Morris, of Amarillo, Texas, whose birthday was April 8, was also in attendance, as 
was 101-year-old Opal Burns, who is a member of New Hope Baptist Church, Carlisle. High has 
been a member of Wattensaw Baptist since childhood, serving in many capacities. She was also 
presented with a citation from the Arkansas House of Representatives by Rep. Walls McCrary. 
From left: Bernice Morris, Lorene Brown, Opal Burns. Seated: Berdie Mae High.

The Ruth Sunday School Class at First Baptist Church, Malvern, has been making teddy bears for 
the pediatric patients in the emergency room at Hot Springs County Medical Center for more than 
10 years. About 1,500 bears have been made in that time. Pictured are some of the members of 
the class. Seated from left: Loyal Herrera, Billie Lumley and Jo Skinner. Standing from left: Odie 
Shepherd, Willia Honold, Betty Sparks, Janie Clark, Nora Clift, Barbara Gibbs and Martha Grissom.

Teddy bears

100th birthday

Jessica Vanderpool
Arkansas Baptist News

GREEN FOREST – How long 
does it take to read the entire Bible 
straight through, from Genesis to 
Revelation? About 90 hours.

At least that is the time allotted 
during the annual Carroll County 
Bible Reading Marathon. And if 
readers finish before that time is up, 
they simply begin again in the New 
Testament.

Peggy Emmons, financial secre-
tary at First Baptist Church, Green 
Forest, has assisted with the mara-
thon since it began four years ago. 
This year Emmons served as on-site 
co-coordinator for the event. She 
said a number of her fellow church 
members took part in the reading, 
along with members from other Ar-
kansas Baptist churches.

The Carroll County marathon 
always takes place the week of the 
National Day of Prayer, which was 
May 2 this year. 

“I think it just challenges people 
to see that they can read in public 
and ... not just hide God’s Word, 

A NUMBER of students with Ar-
kansas ties recently received degrees 
from The Southern Baptist Theologi-
cal Seminary in Louisville, Ky., and 
Southwestern Baptist Theological 
Seminary in Fort Worth, Texas.

The spring 2013 graduating class 
of The Southern Baptist Theologi-
cal Seminary, included nine students 
with Arkansas ties:

– Kristopher W. Burns, First Bap-
tist Church, Centerton; Master of 
Divinity.

– Aaron Chastain, youth minis-
ter, First Baptist Church, Centerton; 
Master of Divinity.

– Stacy Cunningham, First Baptist 
Church, Benton; Master of Arts in 
biblical counseling.

– Hannah K. Grubb, First Baptist 
Church, Russellville; Master of Arts 
in biblical counseling.

– Scott A. Grubb, Rison Baptist 

Church, Rison; Master of Arts in 
leadership.

– Mark A. Hobson, First Baptist 
Church, White Hall; Master of Arts 
in missiology.

– Daniel Lowery, Park Hill Baptist 
Church, North Little Rock; Master 
of Arts in leadership.

– Michael R. Nelson, pastor, Cal-
vary Baptist Church, Osceola; Master 
of Theology.

– Andrew J. Wise, First Baptist 
Church, Alma; Master of Divinity.

Graduates from Southwestern 
Baptist Theological Seminary includ-
ed two students with Arkansas ties:

– Benjamin Morris, youth minis-
ter,  First Baptist Church, Murfrees-
boro; Master of Divinity.

– Laramie LeQuieu, pastor, Pick-
les Gap Baptist Church, Conway; 
Master of Divinity in pastoral leader-
ship and biblical languages.

Arkansans named among 
2013 seminary graduates

First Baptist Church, Dierks, honored 
Wilma Arnold (left) during the May 
19 Sunday morning worship service 
for her 52 years of service to the con-
gregation as church clerk. She was the 
wife of the late James Arnold and is 
the mother of Madonna Hill, who is 
an instrumentalist for the church. She 
is the daughter of the late Walter and 
Della Balch. She is pictured with David 
Blase, First Baptist interim pastor, and 
his wife, Anna. Photo by Brenda Griffin 

Recognition

but to be able to proclaim it in pub-
lic,” she said, adding she thinks it 
draws awareness to the fact that 
people love God’s Word and want 
to share it. 

She said they also had Bibles to 
give to those who didn’t have them.

Carole Martin, wife of Jimmy 
Martin, who pastors First Baptist 
Penn Memorial Church located in 
Eureka Springs also participated in 
the event, along with several church 
members.

“We (First Baptist Penn Memori-
al) love the National Day of Prayer,” 

said Martin. “We are very pro-Na-
tional Day of Prayer. And you would 
have to understand Eureka Springs 
to understand what that means to 
us. We’re sort of a melting pot here. 
It’s a tourist town. And there’s a lot 
of diversity here. … And it just is a 
wonderful thing for us to be able to 
pray over and read the Bible over 
this part of our county (Carroll 
County).”

Bonnie Roediger, a member of a 
local Messianic congregation, orga-
nizes the Bible reading marathon.

“I was sitting in church when 
God said, ‘Quit resting and start 
serving,’” said Roediger, who now 
serves as Carroll County Bible 
Reading Marathon consultant. She 
explained the marathon is based 
on the principles set forth by Bible 
Pathway Ministries.

Roediger said she had lots of in-
terest and cooperation as she orga-
nized the marathon.

“When God calls, He answers, 
and people are obedient to do what 
He says. And that’s what makes it 
exciting to see the unity in the Body 
of Christ to come together under 

one purpose and that’s just to read 
His Word out loud,” she said. “It 
says in the Bible that His Word will 
not return unto Him void, and so 
if we put it out there, it’s going to 
be active and alive and working and 
accomplish His purpose, not ours, 
and we’re doing what He commands 
us to do because then it’s the Holy 
Spirit that works in peoples’ hearts 
and lives to draw them to our Savior. 
And we’re just honored to be able to 
put the Word out there so that God 
can do what He needs done.”

The marathon took place in the 
town square in Green Forest.

Emmons said readers from all de-
nominations read around-the-clock 
in 15-minute segments, with a few 
breaks for prayer. Volunteers are 
also used in supporting rolls, such 
as praying for those reading, provid-
ing refreshments and listening.

“We have had people from out 
of state stop to see what is going on, 
listen for a while and get informa-
tion for their hometowns,” Emmons 
said.

Contact Jessica Vanderpool at  
jessica@arkansasbaptist.org.
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C l a s s i f i e d s
PASTOR

Coronado Baptist Church, Hot Springs Village, 
is seeking a full-time pastor. Send resumes to 
Coronado Baptist Church, Pastor Search Commit-
tee, coronadobap@sbcglobal.net or mail to 198 
Carmona Center Drive, Suite 4, Hot Springs Village, 
AR 71909.

First Baptist Church, Lewisville, is seeking a 
pastor. Send resumes to Pastor Search Commit-
tee at P.O. Box 97, Lewisville, AR 71845 or email to 
lewfbc@whti.net.

Elliott Baptist Church, Camden, is seeking a 
full-time pastor. Send resume to Elliott Baptist 
Church, Pastor Search Committee, 4189 Hwy. 376 
South, Camden, AR 71701. Phone: 870-231-6411.

First Baptist Church, Manila, is seeking a full-
time pastor. We are a two-service, mission-
minded church. Send resumes to Pastor Search 
Committee at P.O. Box 644, Osceola, AR 72370, C.O. 
Kenny Noble or email to calebfinley@hotmail.com.

OTHER STAFF POSITIONS

Southside Baptist, Palestine, Texas, seeks full-
time student minister to lead dynamic minis-
try with great potential for growth. Education and 
experience as lead student minister preferred. Send 
resume to drwoody06@msn.com.

Music minister position is open at Brookland 
Baptist Church. Contact Michael at michael.slater@
hotmail.com.

Pleasant Hill Baptist Church, Sardis, is looking 
for a church pianist. If interested, contact Ray 
Morris at 501-303-8467.

Walnut Valley Baptist Church is currently seek-
ing part-time worship pastor. Contact Tim 
Forrest, – tforrest@cablelynx.com – or send to 
1698 N. Hwy. 7, Hot Springs, AR 71909.

First Baptist Church, Des Arc, is seeking a full-
time student minister. Bachelor’s degree re-
quired. Send resume to P.O. Box 578, Des Arc, AR 
72040.

Camp Paron is seeking a married couple 
willing to work flexible hours and varied tasks. 
Housing may be included as part of the pay pack-
age. Call 501-837-7362 for more information.

Holly Springs Baptist Church, Holly Springs, has 
two bi-vocational positions open - youth pastor 
and worship leader. Call David Dillard at 870-
687-1590 for information.

Pleasant Grove Baptist Church in West Little 
Rock is looking for a part-time worship pastor 
to join our team as we strive to make a big deal of 
the BIG God we serve! Send resume to Pastor Chris 
Kinzler at ckinzler@pleasantgrovelr.org.

First Baptist Church, Woodward, Okla., is seek-
ing a full-time youth pastor. Please send re-
sumes to drguy@fbcwoodward.org.

First Baptist Church, Henderson, Texas, has 
opening for children’s minister full-time 
with benefits. Send resume to Patsy Morrison, 207 
W. Main St., Henderson, Texas, 75652 or email to 
pmorrison@thefbc.org.

MISCELLANEOUS

T-211-1 Series, HAMMOND Organ. Con-
tact: Donna Faulkner – 501-993-8391.

Happy Birthday!
to all the missionary kids attending college who are

 celebrating birthdays in the month of June.
◆ June 18: Chad Bullington, OBU Box 3361, Arkadelphia, AR 71998-0001; 
 Namibia. 

Church life
First Southern Baptist Church, 

Bryant, will hold a grand reopen-
ing for its newly renovated sanctu-
ary during their 10:30 a.m. worship 
service June 2.

Crossgate Church, Hot Springs, 
will open Crossgate Learn and Play, 
a year-round preschool program and 
school-age summer program, June 3. 
The program will offer faith-based 
child care for children ages 6 weeks 
through 10 years during the summer 
and for children up to 5 years old 
in the fall. The building features in-
clude monitored, secure entryways 
and video cameras in each room. 
The hours will be 6:30 a.m. to 6:30 
p.m. For more information, contact 
Kellie Newlin at 502-262-6673 or 
learn&play@crossgate.org.

Nettleton Baptist Church, Jones-

Obituaries
Max N. Alexander, 84, died May 

12. Born in Lake 
City and reared in 
Jonesboro, Alexan-
der was a graduate 
of the University of 
Arkansas and Gold-
en Gate Baptist 
Theological Semi-
nary. He served in 

the Marine Corps. 
Following seminary graduation, Al-
exander and his wife, Betty Irene, 
served as missionaries in Thailand 
for 32 years through the Internation-
al Mission Board. At retirement, the 
Alexanders returned to Jonesboro 
where he served at Nettleton Baptist 
Church in multiple lay leader roles. 
Alexander is survived by his wife, 
three daughters, two grandsons and 
two brothers. He was preceded in 
death by his parents. Services were 
held at Emerson Memorial Chapel 
May 16. Burial followed at Jones-
boro Memorial Park Cemetery. Do-
nations may be made to Woman’s 
Missionary Union Foundation, Kay 
Miller Missionary Kid Fund, 100 
Missionary Ridge, Birmingham, AL 
35242.

Milestones
First Baptist Church, Charles-

ton, held a celebration for Rosemary 
Looney on April 21. Looney stepped 
down after teaching Sunday school 
at First Baptist for 62 years. She is 
the older sister of Don Moore, for-
mer Arkansas Baptist State Conven-
tion executive director.

boro, will hold Colossal Coaster 
World vacation Bible school from 6 
to 8:30 p.m. June 23-27.

Trustees take part in a noteburning service held at Southside Baptist Church, Hamburg, after paying 
off their nearly $400,000 debt in 8 years. In addition, a person joined the church that day. From left: 
Dewayne Brooks, Glen Lawson (trustee chairman), James Higginbotham, John Dailey and Royce 
Bowden.

Southside noteburning

To place your church news
 in the Arkansas Baptist News, 

call Gayla Parker at 
800-838-2272, ext. 5153, 

or email 
gayla@arkansasbaptist.org

Visit the ABN online at 
www.arkansasbaptist.org 

or find us on Facebook and 
Twitter as ArkBaptNews
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Job’s so-called comforter, Eliphaz, 
reduced suffering to a simple axiom: 
The righteous will prosper and the 
wicked will suffer (Job 4:7-8). In 
Eliphaz’s mind, Job must have done 
something wrong to bring about 
his suffering, although it wasn’t 
bad enough that God 
would kill him (Job 
4:7). To Eliphaz, it was 
simply the principle of 
sowing and reaping.

Paul wrote of sowing 
and reaping: “Do not 
be deceived, God is not 
mocked; for whatever a 
man sows, that he will 
also reap. For he who 
sows to his flesh will of 
the flesh reap corrup-
tion, but he who sows 
to the Spirit will of the 
Spirit reap everlasting life” (Gal. 6:7-
8, NKJV). 

Eliphaz’s axiom was valid, but it 
didn’t apply to Job’s current situa-
tion. Eliphaz had no knowledge of 
Satan’s challenge and what God was 
allowing.

The question, “Was it my fault?” 
is really a good question. 

In times of suffering, we should 
look introspectively. We should try 

to identify areas of our lives that are 
outside the will of God or any par-
ticular sins we have committed. All 
sin should be brought before God in 
confession and repentance. 

Often, our suffering will give vis-
ible testimony to the work of God. 

There is a wonderful 
story in John 9:1-3 that 
illustrates this point. 
Jesus and His disciples 
saw a man blind from 
birth. The disciples 
asked Jesus who had 
sinned to cause the man 
to be born blind. Jesus 
answered, “Neither this 
man nor his parents 
sinned, but that the 
works of God should be 
revealed in him” (John 
9:3, NKJV). 

The Scriptures offer other rea-
sons for suffering: patience (James 
1:3), joy (Psa. 30:5), knowledge (Psa. 
94:12), dependence (2 Cor. 12:1-10) 
and maturity (1 Pet. 5:10). Suffer-
ing can often rebuke our sin (1 Pet. 
2:20) and make us more like Jesus 
(Phil. 3:10). 

Whatever the reason for our suf-
fering, it should always be a platform 
to give God the glory!

Gerald W. Nash Jr.
chaplain

Second Baptist 
Conway

From all of the descendants of 
Adam and Noah, God called Abram, 
son of Terah, to take his family out 
of Ur of the Chaldeans to go to an 
unnamed, faraway land (Gen. 12:1). 
It was a call of separation from 
homeland, family and from old ways 
of life. When Terah died 
in Haran, Abram was 
further separated from 
his ancestors. Later, even 
Lot, his nephew, would 
leave him to seek his own 
way. God chose a people 
and separated them 
in order to give them a 
greater promise.

Abram was to journey 
to a land that had not 
yet been shown to him. 
Though he had no chil-
dren, he was promised 
he would produce a great 
nation. Though he was a simple 
shepherd, he was promised a great 
name. He would be blessed and a 
blessing to all peoples (Gen. 12:2-3).

Abram gathered what was his and 
moved toward Canaan, a land that 
had been promised to him. Upon 
his arrival, he explored the land, cur-
rently occupied by the Canaanites. 
Viewing it from a notable vantage 

point, he again heard God’s promise 
that he would possess this land. His 
response was to build an altar and 
worship God (Gen. 12:4-7).

After some time, God again ap-
peared to Abram to give him assur-
ance. He promised him protection 

and a great reward. 
Abram showed con-
cern that he still had 
no heir. As an illustra-
tion, God showed him 
uncountable stars in 
the sky and promised 
him numberless off-
spring (Gen. 15:5).

Abram believed 
God. This act of faith 
was credited to him 
as righteousness. God 
renewed His promise 
that this land would 
be his. When Abram 

questioned how this could come 
about, God led him in a time of 
worship and allowed him to hear of 
future events that would carry his 
descendants to Egypt and then back 
to possess the land (Gen. 15:13-17).

As we follow the example of 
Abram, we hear God’s promises and 
by faith trust God to carry them out 
in His own time.

George Sims
member

South Highland Baptist
Little Rock

My children would often protest 
to the answer, “No,” with, “It’s not 
fair!” 

My wife and I would usually re-
spond, “Who said life would be 
fair?” 

Job knew life wasn’t 
fair. His friends ac-
cused him of commit-
ting some secret sin 
that resulted in his 
suffering. His accusers 
could not establish any 
particular failure be-
cause he was innocent 
(Job 19:4). 

Life is full of injus-
tices. We all tend to es-
tablish right and wrong 
on the basis of what 
happens to us person-
ally. We need an eternal perspective. 

The Apostle Paul said, “In Him 
also we have obtained an inheri-
tance, being predestined according 
to the purpose of Him who works all 
things according to the counsel of 
His will, that we who first trusted in 
Christ should be to the praise of His 
glory” (Eph. 1:11-12, NKJV). 

Paul went a step further, saying, 
“For our light affliction, which is but 
for a moment, is working for us a far 

more exceeding and eternal weight 
of glory” (2 Cor. 4:17, NKJV). 

God is using our adversity for our 
good and His glory.

Job’s hope was not in family, 
friends, possessions, wealth, health 

or how he was treated. 
His hope was in his God. 
Job 19:25-26 is one of 
the greatest statements 
of faith in the Bible. It 
says: “For I know that my 
Redeemer lives, And He 
shall stand at last on the 
earth; And after my skin 
is destroyed, this I know, 
that in my flesh I shall 
see God.”

Even if he died, Job 
would see God. 

Job warned his friends 
that their misjudgment of him 
could bring punishment on them 
(Job 19:28-29). The scales of justice 
would be tipped in his favor. The ex-
ceeding and eternal weight of glory 
means that the scales of justice will 
be tipped heavily in our favor, as 
well. We can have hope of eternal 
life and vindication of wrong done 
to us while on earth. Live with the 
end in view and use your adversity 
to bring glory to God.

God is always aware of His peo-
ple’s needs. He knew and was con-
cerned for the Israelites’ suffering 
in Egyptian bondage. God used the 
time there to prepare them to be His 
people. Moses would lead them out 
of bondage (Ex. 3:7-10).

God’s power was ex-
hibited in plagues that 
caused great suffering to 
the Egyptians. The final 
plague was the death of 
the firstborn of every 
household that was not 
marked by blood. The 
faithful would mark 
the doorposts of their 
homes and be passed 
over. This final plague 
would touch every 
household with death 
and cause Pharaoh to release the Is-
raelites (Ex. 12:12-13, 29-31).

Pharaoh’s wicked heart overcame 
his grief. Greed for the service of Is-
raelite slaves caused him to call out 
his army (Ex. 14:5-6). They forgot the 
punishment God had laid on them 
in showing His power. They thought 
military power could overcome His 
intention to free His people.

The Israelites had seen the power 
of God. Yet, they were afraid when 

they saw the Egyptian army and 
chariots. Moses did not call them to 
prepare to fight, but to stand still 
and watch as God defended them. 
He promised they would never see 
this mighty army again. They would 

experience the power of 
their God fighting for 
them (Ex. 14:13-14).

Moses stretched out 
his hand over the Red 
Sea. God separated the 
water and provided dry 
land for their crossing. 
The Egyptian army was 
thrown into confusion 
as they followed the Isra-
elites. Even the soldiers 
recognized that it was 
God who defended His 
people. At God’s direc-

tion, Moses stretched out his hand 
over the water again and the sea 
closed over Pharaoh’s army. God’s 
people were delivered by the power-
ful hand of God (Ex. 14:21-29).

We know God loves us and is 
aware of our needs. He will fulfill 
them in His own way and time. 
Though He calls us to action at 
times, He sometimes calls us to 
stand still and observe His powerful 
acts.

George Sims
member

South Highland Baptist
Little Rock

Gerald W. Nash Jr.
chaplain

Second Baptist 
Conway

God chooses a people
GENESIS 12:1-7; 15:5-8, 13-17

BIBLE STUDIES FOR LIFE:

Was it my fault?
JOB 4:6-7; 6:2-3, 24; 8:4-8; 11:6B, 13-15; 13:4, 22-25

EXPLORE THE BIBLE:

Who said life would be fair?
JOB 15:5-6, 9-10, 20; 16:19-21; 19:5-6, 25-27; 21:7-9

EXPLORE THE BIBLE:

God delivers His people
EXODUS 3:7-10; 12:12-13, 29-31; 14:5-6, 13-14, 21, 26

BIBLE STUDIES FOR LIFE:
JUNE 16, 2013

JUNE 9, 2013
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