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SBC messengers brave heat, 
worship and vote in Phoenix 

‘Alt-right’
denounced
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 ABN classifieds get results! 
Read them on Page 12.

The ABN classifieds are a great way to advertise 
for your church, ministry or business. 

You can now submit a classified ad via the ABN website at 

arkansasbaptist.org/ad

Arkansas Baptists 
worship ‘Son’ at 
SBC in Phoenix 

Arkansas Baptists Bobby Franklin (left), pas-
tor of Temple Baptist Church, Dermott, and Bill 
Carter, pastor of Antioch Baptist Church, Royal, 
traveled to the Southern Bapitst Convention 
Annual Meeting in Phoenix by motorcycle. 
The  men clocked nearly 3,000 miles roundtrip. 
Photo by Caleb Yarbrough
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PHOENIX (BP) – Be 
brave in sharing God’s 
truth to those outside and 
inside the church, espe-
cially in the face of today’s 
increasing intolerance 
toward Christianity, said 
several speakers during 
the 2017 Pastors’ Wives 
Conference.

Based on Proverbs 
31:25, Brave was the 
theme of this year’s confer-
ence. It was held June 12 
in the North Ballroom of 
the Phoenix Convention 
Center prior to the annual 
meeting of the Southern 
Baptist Convention.

Kelly Minter, a Chris-
tian recording artist and 
Bible study author, ac-
knowledged, “We are 
past the time when God’s 
Word is standard,” point-
ing to how Jesus shared 
truth with the Samaritan 
woman in John 4, draw-
ing much needed parallels 
for ways Christians can 
engage unbelievers in to-
day’s post-Christian envi-
ronment.

For more ABN Digest, go to 
arkansasbaptist.org/abn-digest

Pastors’ wives urged to  
be brave, engage culture

PHOENIX (BP) – The Fel-
lowship of Native Ameri-
can Christians celebrated 
significant growth at its 
ninth annual meeting, 
which took place June 12 
at the Phoenix Conven-
tion Center. The group 
gathered in the city prior 
to the annual meeting of 
the Southern Baptist Con-
vention.

The fellowship hosted 
its first regional training 
conference June 10-11 
at First Indian Baptist 
Church in Phoenix.

“There is a new day 
coming for our people,” 
the fellowship’s Executive 
Director Gary Hawkins 
told about 100 who had 
gathered at the first train-
ing session. 

“All glory to God the 
Creator.”

Native Americans  
celebrate church growth

Students change world 
by sharing the gospel

Noah Davidson from First Southern Baptist Church, Pratt, Kan., helps clean up the 
yard of a homeowner during World Changers held in Little Rock June 12-17. A total 
of 158 students and adults served during the week.  Photo by Sarah Davis

Sarah Davis

Arkansas Baptist News

LITTLE ROCK – Summer. 
Sweat. Sharing the gospel.

While many teenagers 
spend their summer days hang-
ing out with friends, watching 
movies or taking trips to the 
beach, some chose to help 
others for the opportunity to 
share the gospel in Arkansas 
June 12-17. 

A total of 158 students and 
adults from eight churches 
and six states came together in 
Little Rock to serve at a World 
Changers mission project to 
improve living conditions of 
the needy.

“Our mission statement 
is to serve the church in her 
mission of making disciples 
by providing missions experi-
ences that will develop the 
hearts of these students for 
serving others and sharing the 
gospel,” said Jordie Skinner, a 
student from North Greenville 
University who is working as a 
missions and communications 
specialist for World Changers 
summer staff. 

“That’s why I’m here, and 
that’s why these students are 
here. Through World Chang-
ers, these students have the op-
portunity to live out their faith 
in God and share the love of 
Jesus by serving others in this 
community. We are so thank-
ful that we get to be here this 

week and get to serve Little 
Rock.”

World Changers was started 
in 1990 as a way to approach 
youth mission trips in South-
ern Baptist and other evan-
gelical churches. It provides 
students and adults a setting 
where they can live out their 
faith in a loving God. Spon-
sored by LifeWay Christian 
Resources and supported by 
the Southern Baptist Con-
vention, World Changers has 
more than 10,000 student and 
adult volunteers participat-
ing in 70 projects across the 
United States, Canada and 
Puerto Rico this summer. In 
27 summers of service, there 
have been more than 300,000 
volunteers. 

Volunteers were split up 
into 14 different crews for the 
14 projects located around the 
Little Rock area. Four crews 
participated in community 
ministry work, and 10 crews 
worked at construction proj-
ects, painting houses, putting 
on siding, building wheelchair 
ramps and other tasks.

“The partnership between 
World Changers and the city 
of Little Rock provides paint-
ing and exterior repairs to citi-
zens’ homes,” said Kevin How-
ard, acting manager for the 
community development divi-
sion in Little Rock, at a press 
conference on June 13. “We 
would like to thank World 

Changers for the partnership 
and for all they do.”

Volunteers, ages 12 and 
older, from Louisiana, Kansas, 
Mississippi, Missouri, Okla-
homa and Texas participated 
in the Little Rock project. Life-
line Baptist Church in Little 
Rock provided housing for all 
the volunteers.

Preston Huffstuttler, youth 
pastor at Baring Cross Bap-
tist Church in Sherwood, has 
been involved with World 
Changers in Little Rock for 
five years. 

Working with the organiza-
tion has been a “tremendous 
blessing,” he said.

“World Changers started 
with a dream of meeting physi-
cal needs to meet spiritual 
needs, like Jesus did when He 
would heal the sick or feed 
the hungry. In that same way, 
World Changers is helping re-
store someone’s home. We are 

meeting a physical need for the 
purpose of meeting a spiritual 
need,” said Huffstuttler.

Brock Blackwell from First 
Baptist Church in Tulsa, La., 
has been a part of World 
Changers for four years. 

“I like that we can help peo-
ple. It’s a great neighborhood, 
and it’s great people,” said 
Blackwell. “World Changers 
has impacted my life because 
it got me closer to God, and 
it got me to really come out of 
my comfort zone. I like mak-
ing new friends, and it’s help-
ing me learn more about Jesus 
and more about people.”

A second week of World 
Changers in Little Rock was 
held June 26-July 1 to com-
plete more projects. After the 
combined two weeks of com-
munity service, 27 houses had 
been improved. 

Sarah Davis is an intern at the 
Arkansas Baptist News.

Martin

Martin retires after 25 years with convention
Sarah Davis

Arkansas Baptist News

LITTLE ROCK – Kirby Mar-
tin, building and print room 
manager, retired June 16 after 
serving 25 years with the Ar-
kansas Baptist State Conven-
tion (ABSC). 

“Taking this job was a leap 
of faith, but it has been a won-
derful ride,” said Martin. “It’s 
been a real joy to serve the 
Southern Baptists of Arkansas 
in my supportive role.”

A Little Rock native, Mar-
tin attended Pulaski Techni-
cal College for heating and 
air conditioning training. Be-
fore coming to the ABSC, he 
worked for Baptist Hospital. 
He and his wife, Melinda, have 
a grown son. 

Martin was hired at the 

ABSC in 1991 by Dan Jordan, 
retired ABSC business affairs 
director.

“Kirby has been the best wit-
ness. He ministered to those 
who wandered in 
off the street, fed the 
hungry, and talked to 
people that most of us 
avoided,” said Jordan. 
“He has always exhib-
ited a servant’s heart 
and has been available 
to help others at all 
times.”

Martin said his goal 
was to “treat every-
one with dignity and respect 
whether they were a preacher 
or a homeless person.” He 
helped all people, whether 
that was jumpstarting cars for 
preachers or giving food to the 
homeless.

His most memorable mo-
ment over the past 25 years was 
when a gunman, who had just 
shot and killed Bill Gwatney, 
Arkansas Democratic chair-

man, entered the 
ABSC building then 
located in downtown 
Little Rock on Au-
gust 13, 2008. 

“That was a just a 
wonderful day where 
the Lord just protect-
ed me and everyone 
else in the building,” 

said Martin.
“Kirby put himself 

in harm’s way, and confronted 
the crazed gunman and caused 
him to leave the building with-
out shooting anyone,” said Jor-
dan. “He stood toe to toe with 
the murderer. He offered his 
own life to protect his fellow 

employees that day, and only 
the Lord kept Kirby safe. He’s 
a guy who stood in the gap for 
all of us that day.”

Martin said he has served 
with three “wonderful” execu-
tive directors: Don Moore, 
Emil Turner and current 
leader J.D. “Sonny” Tucker. 
Referring to his favorite verse 
in Philippians 3:14, Kirby Mar-
tin will continue to press on 
toward the goal of the calling 
of Jesus Christ.

“I’m retiring to go after a 
dream I’ve had to be a full-time 
farmer,” said Martin. “I grow 
blackberries, blueberries, mus-
cadines, figs, apples and pears. 
The Lord has been blessing it, 
and it’s time to chase a dream 
I’ve had forever.”

Sarah Davis is an intern with 
the Arkansas Baptist News.
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CP panels celebrate  
Southern Bapt. missions

Ark. Baptists brave heat at SBC Phoenix

PHOENIX (BP) – Coun-
tering declining baptism 
numbers, improving 
preaching, combatting 
pornography and increas-
ing women’s involvement 
in the Southern Baptist 
Convention (SBC) were 
among topics discussed by 
panelists at the Coopera-
tive Program (CP) booth 
during the SBC Annual 
Meeting in Phoenix.

A series of panel discus-
sions hosted in the SBC 
exhibit hall June 12-14 
celebrated gospel advance-
ment through the efforts 
of Southern Baptists, in-
cluding ministries fueled 
by CP, Southern Baptists’ 
unified method of fund-
ing missions and minis-
tries in North America 
and internationally.

In response to news  
that baptisms among 
Southern Baptist churches 
have decreased eight of the 
past 10 years, a panel en-
couraged pastors to offer 
more evangelistic training 
and share the gospel more 
often.

North American Mis-
sion Board President 
Kevin Ezell said the SBC’s 
baptism trend can be re-
versed by another “GCR” 
– a “gospel conversation 
resurgence.”

“We have to have more 
gospel conversations,” 
Ezell said. “We have 
47,000 SBC churches. If 
we had 47,000 pastors hav-
ing one gospel conversa-
tion a week, that’s almost 
2.5 million gospel conver-
sations” annually.

Southern Baptists’ fail-
ure to lead more people to 
Christ “is a pastor issue,” 
Ezell said.

SBC President Steve 
Gaines said Southern Bap-
tists must call sinners to 
repent and believe the gos-
pel during worship servic-
es and other public events 
held in church communi-
ties across the nation.

PHOENIX – Arkansas Bap-
tists braved the heat and dry 
climate to converge on Phoe-
nix for the 2017 annual meet-
ing of the Southern Baptist 
Convention (SBC).

For some it was the chal-
lenge of the trip itself; for 
others it was seeing cooperat-
ing churches come together 
around the cause of Jesus 
Christ, and for others it was 
a way to connect with old 
friends and make new ones.

Some traveled by car; and 
some, by plane. Then there 
were Bobby Franklin, pastor 
of Temple Baptist Church, 
Dermott, and Bill Carter, pas-
tor of Antioch Baptist Church, 
Royal, who made the trip on 
their motorcycles.

Hog ride
A trip from Arkansas to 

Phoenix is a long way in itself, 
but it’s a whole other matter 
on a motorcycle instead of a 
car on the open road. In fact, 
the Phoenix trip qualified 
Franklin and Carter for the 
“Saddle Sore 1,000” award.

“(A rider) must complete 
a ride in 24 hours or less of 
at least 1,000 miles based on 
Google maps mileage,” said 
Carter. “Starting time and 
ending time are verified 
by a dated and timed gaso-
line receipt and signed wit-
ness forms, and each stop 
and odometer reading are 
recorded as you go.” The 
information is verified 
by volunteers and usually 
takes about 2 to 3 months. 

Carter said riders whose 
trips are verified receive a 
certificate, pin and license 
plate tag from the Iron 
Butt Association. 

“We traveled 1,036 
miles in 20 hours,” Carter 
said. “It was a good ride, stop-
ping about every 150 to 175 
miles for gas. We had to spend 
nearly an hour in Big Spring, 
Texas, to wait out a really bad 
thunderstorm that had come 
through and was still ahead of 
us.”

Though temperatures when 
Carter and Franklin arrived in 
New Mexico had reached 104 
degrees, “It wasn’t too bad,” 
said Carter, adding, “I'll take 
104 in Arizona before I'll take 
90 in Arkansas.”

Why Southern Baptist?
“SBC 2017 has reminded 

me of why I am a Southern 

Baptist with a focus on the 
gospel, missions and biblical 
preaching,” said Wes George, 
senior pastor of First Baptist 
Church, Rogers. “Southern 
Baptists care about people who 
are hurting, disadvantaged 
and lost. The prayer emphasis 
has reminded me of our des-
perate need for God's power to 

accomplish God's will.” 
“We come as a staff (to the 

convention) for the camarade-
rie," said Brad Wheeler, senior 
pastor of University Baptist 
Church, Fayetteville. "We're 
grateful for the work of the 
convention, and we want to 
make sure it's healthy and en-
sure the future health of the 
convention for other genera-
tions. That means we have to 
be a part of it, to have a seat at 
the table by getting involved.”

First annual meeting
Ryan Troglin, pastoral assis-

tant at University Baptist, said 
Phoenix was his first annual 

meeting. Troglin is in his first 
full-time ministry position at 
the church.

“Personally, it's been fun to 
be here with the other staff, 
just growing in my relationship 
with them,” he said. “It's excit-
ing to be here, to represent my 
church. It's an honor to be a 
part of the convention and to 

see our focus.”
It was the first an-

nual meeting for Dalton 
Strange, residential minis-
ter for the Cross Church 
School of Ministry in 
Springdale, as well.

“So far it's been a 
unique experience. You 
get to reach out and talk 
to people you would not 
normally think you'll ever 
meet. You think, ‘Oh my 
gosh, that's Dave Platt (In-
ternational Mission Board 
president) five feet in front 

of me!’ You spend time with 
executives from NAMB (North 
American Mission Board) and 
the IMB, and you ask your-
self, ‘How can I help?’ ‘What 
can I do to really get more in-
volved?”

 
Togetherness

“It's encouraging to see 
churches wanting to cooperate 
for the sake of the gospel,” said 
Jeff Breeding, pastor of Mid-
town Baptist Church, Little 
Rock. “Different churches do 
things in different ways, but 
the unchanging gospel keeps 
us together.”

“We've been here for the 

A crosswalk between two Phoenix Convention Center buildings overlooking downtown Phoenix displays the Southern Baptist 
Convention Annual Meeting theme “Pray for Such a Time as This.” The annual meeting was held June 13-14. Photo by Matt Jones

Pastors’ Conference. It was 
great; it was very biblical,” said 
Lisa Bell, pastor’s wife at First 
Baptist Church, Centerton. 
“The Pastors’ Conference is 
funded by others, so all of the 
offering went to help retired 
pastors who have nothing or to 
pastors’ wives who are widows. 
The money goes to their medi-
cine and to meet all of their 
needs.”

Heather O’Dell, wife of 
David O’Dell, pastor of Sec-
ond Baptist Church, Jackson-
ville, said she has made life-
long friends by attending the 
SBC Annual Meeting.

“Had I not come, I would 
not have met (my friend) 
Sarah,” O’Dell said. “We pray 
throughout the year, and we 
celebrate life together.” 

The two families have 
brought their elementaty-aged 
children to the convention for 
the past four years to attend 
the convention’s day camp.

Chaplains Harold and Es-
ther Garrett of Walnut Ridge 
– married for 56 years – always 
enjoy attending the annual 
meeting.

"I think it's important as a 
Southern Baptist to come to 
get an overall view of all the 
convention – not just the state 
convention. It makes us more 
well-rounded and helps us un-
derstand we aren't the only 
people in the United States," 
said Esther Garrett.

This article was compiled from 
reporting by the staff of the Arkan-
sas Baptist News.

Hot Springs LifeWay store manager Keith Capps 
stocks the LifeWay booth with Bibles June 10 at the 
Phoenix Convention Center.
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Editorial&Opinion
“Always be prepared to give an answer 
to everyone who asks you to give the 

reason for the hope that you have...”
 1 Peter 3:15 (NIV)

July Fourth and the fading ‘American Miracle’
in U.S. history all had one 
thing in common: a belief in 
divine providence and God’s 
work in the formation of our 
country.

“(The) Founders and their 
successors who perceived a 
providential role in the na-

tion that 
they shaped,” 
Medved says, 
“weren’t igno-
rant simple-
tons with 
delusions of 
grandeur.”

Many of today’s progressive 
thinkers and historical revi-
sionists, of course, deny any 
thought that God blessed the 
founding of our nation and 
guided us through difficulties.

As has been mentioned in 
this space before, liberalism 
in our country today impacts 
public discourse and society 
in ways unimagined just a few 
years ago – resulting in con-
doning and even promoting 
public sin.

I’m not sure our founders 
could have envisioned the 
freedoms promised to every 
American would be used as 
leverage and justification for 
deviant and abhorrent behav-
ior of sinful men.

It’s the same liberal ideol-
ogy that strongly endorses 
public spending on programs 
such as education, health 
care, welfare and that also 
supports sinful and society-
eroding abortion rights, 
LGBT rights, open borders 
and illegal immigration.

For those who don’t believe 
in American exceptionalism, 
Metaxas’ book will be a dif-
ficult read. 

In Metaxas’ review of our 
country’s unique nature, 
he continually reminds the 
reader that today’s U.S. 

I 
have been on a reading 
tear of late, and while my 

interests have varied broadly 
from novels to political non-
fiction, two books have really 
got me to thinking about our 
country as it celebrates the 
241st year of its founding.

They are: 
“If You Can 
Keep It: The 
Forgotten 
Promise of 
American 
Liberty,” 
by Eric 
Metaxas, and “The American 
Miracle: Divine Providence in 
the Rise of the Republic,” by 
Michael Medved.

As we approach our na-
tion’s July 4 celebration, it 
seems the divisiveness and 
discord in our country have 
never been greater – at least 
in my lifetime.

Metaxas, who is also the au-
thor of “Bonhoeffer: Pastor, 
Martyr, Prophet, Spy,” got the 
title of “If You Can Keep It” 
from Benjamin Franklin, who 
reportedly, upon leaving Inde-
pendence Hall on the last day 
of the Constitutional Conven-
tion in 1787, was approached 
by a concerned citizen, who 
asked: “Well, doctor, what 
have we got? A republic or a 
monarchy?” Franklin is said 
to have replied: “A republic, 
madam – if you can keep it.”

Therefore, “If You Can 
Keep It” explores the idea 
of American freedom, how 
it emerged from such a dis-
parate group of early settlers 
and how it can and must be 
preserved.

In Medved’s book, the 
author explores U.S. history 
from the Pilgrims to the U.S. 
Civil War. 

Medved, an Orthodox Jew, 
argues that important figures 

Cartoon by Gary Thomas
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citizen must understand the 
intentions of our founding fa-
thers to continue to be a great 
nation. 

On Metaxas’ website about 
the book, it states: “The book 
includes a stirring call-to-
action for every American to 
understand the ideals behind 
the ‘noble experiment in or-
dered liberty’ that is America. 
It also paints a vivid picture 
of the tremendous fragility of 
that experiment and explains 
why that fragility has been 
dangerously forgotten—and in 
doing so it lays out our own 
responsibility to live those 
ideals and carry on those free-
doms.”

Early in Medved’s book, 
he recounts some interest-
ing oddities that I had not 

heard before: the death of 
two former U.S. presidents 
– John Adams and Thomas 
Jefferson – on the same day, 
July 4, 1826, on the 50th an-
niversary of the founding of 
the nation. While President 
George Washington’s writ-
ings – including a prayer 
book as a young man – may 
be well known, his emergence 
unscathed from leading Revo-
lutionary War battles is not. 
For example, in one instance 
when the British Gen. Wil-
liam Howe knew of an obvi-
ous weakness in American 
defenses, he didn’t strike – al-
lowing the Continentals to 
fight another day.

I am neither a historian, 
nor a son of one, but my take 
on human history is that 

the formation of the U.S. is 
unique and did have help 
from God.

Only God can see the po-
tential of the formation of a 
union that becomes the most 
powerful and affluent in 
world history – with the abil-
ity to impact the globe with 
the gospel of Jesus Christ.

The question is: “Will our 
great nation continue to be 
a bright, shining light on a 
hill for the gospel, or will our 
churches be sucked into the 
poltical correctness of our 
day?”

May God guide us with 
His divine hand through His 
Spirit to be the witnesses He 
has called us to be.

Tim Yarbrough is editor/execu-
tive director of the ABN.
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The tangible
I 

’m a very practical person. I know I need to ponder 
and meditate on the spiritual truths of Scripture. But, 

I also want to find a practical, tangible way to incorporate 
what I have learned or discovered. This was the case re-
cently as I pondered Psalm 69. David, in a rather common 
theme, was crying for rescue and redemption for himself, 
and punishment for his enemies. But, there is also another 
tidbit buried in the cries. 

“God, You know my foolishness, and 
my guilty acts are not hidden from You. 
Do not let those who put their hope in 
You be disgraced because of me, Lord 
God of Hosts; do not let those who seek 
You be humiliated because of me, God of 
Israel” (Psa. 69:5-6, HCSB).

I have read and reread these verses over the past few 
days, contemplating David’s admission of his own imper-
fection, even amid his cries for justice and help. He con-
fessed his failures and asked God to protect others from his 
foolishness. 

Although I don’t have the “out-to-destroy-me” enemies 
that David had, I so frequently identify with his feelings 
of sinking down in the mire, overwhelmed by personal 
inadequacies and the pressures of responsibility and life. 
And, like David, I too often respond foolishly to those 

overwhelming feelings. When I respond in foolishness, my 
actions have a negative impact on those around me. My 
family suffers. My ability to teach crumbles. My attitude 
stinks. My foolishness causes others to be disgraced and 
humiliated because of me. 

David’s words from this passage and so many others not 
only help me grow in my ability to pray in general, but also 
focus my mind when the Holy Spirit is trying to show me 

where I have failed and chosen a path of fool-
ishness that hurts others as well as myself. As 
He did with David, after my confession and 
plea, the Lord can then clearly reveal practical 
steps of obedience and discipline to bring me 
back to wisdom. 

How beautiful it is to know that the con-
sistent, constant, never-changing Word of God is so alive 
that the Holy Spirit can use it to do a tangible work in my 
heart. How amazing it is that He can take the sufferings 
of a king who lived 3,000 years ago and teach me a lesson 
through them. I’ve been disciplined. I’ve been corrected. 
I’ve been convicted. And, I have come out on the other 
side restored. May I never take for granted the amazing, 
tangible treasure that is the Word of God. 

Ann Hibbard is a member of East End Baptist Church in East 
End. Read her blog at annhibbard.com.

G 
od promised Abraham 
that his land would extend 

from the River in Egypt to the 
Euphrates River (Gen. 15:18). Al-
though it took 1,000 years, God 
fulfilled the promise during Solo-
mon’s reign (1 Kings 4:1). When 
Solomon died, however, the land 
inheritance eroded. The Israelites’ 
civil unrest divided them into 
two nations. They disobeyed God 
through their idolatrous lifestyle. 
In just 200 years after Solomon, 
the Kingdom of Judah would be a 
mere fraction of what the empire 
had been.

Eventually, the Israelites lost 
all of their land. Other empires 
possessed the land, and some 
Israelites were carried into exile. 
Though they hoped that God 
might restore their land, prophets 
like Jeremiah shared that God’s 
love extended beyond the borders 
of Israel (cf. Jer. 29). Though they 
gained freedom during the Mac-
cabean Era (164 BC), in just a 
century the Roman Empire put 
an end to it.

When Jesus inaugurated the 
kingdom of heaven, He never 
spoke of it geographically, but 
stated it was always “at hand” 
(Matt. 4:17). Those who followed 
Him were His disciples, regardless 
of their race. Peter himself called 
Jesus’ followers “a chosen people, 
a royal priesthood, a holy nation” 
(1 Pet. 2:9, NIV). This “new Isra-
el” superseded the former Israel. 
The kingdom of heaven became 
larger than the borders of a na-
tion and larger than the confines 
of a race. 

As the apostles learned (cf. Acts 
1:8), the kingdom of God would 
not stay within the borders of 
Israel but would permeate “to the 
ends of the earth.”  Even today, 
the kingdom of God is available 
to anyone who trusts in Jesus, and 
it needs no geographic location 
or temple to contain it (Jer. 31:31-
34; Heb. 8-11). God’s promise of 
land now extends throughout the 
world.

Ken Gore is professor of biblical 
studies at Dallas Baptist University. 
Baptists Ask is reader-driven. To sub-
mit a question, write Baptists Ask, 
10 Remington Drive, Little Rock, AR 
72204.

Uncovered Dish
Ann Hibbard

Baptists Ask
Ken Gore

How should Christians  
understand God’s promise  

of land for the Israelites  
(cf. Gen. 17:8)?

The powerful aroma of peace
W 

hy did you come here tonight?” I inquired. “The 
man says he does not know,” the translator said, 

after a brief exchange with the trembling Muslim man. No 
longer able to suppress both tears and a smile, the man 
explained that each week at this time the three-block walk 
from his office to the parking lot took him by the front of 
this building. And each time he passed, there was an over-
whelming sense of peace. 

“It is like when one passes by a home 
where great aromatic food is being pre-
pared, and you pause on the street to 
take it in for a moment,” he explained. 
“But, this I do not smell with my nose, I 
feel it in my soul!” he exclaimed through 
tears while pressing his outstretched 
hands on his belly and chest. His short suppressed sobs 
echoed in the back of the old cathedral. “I had to get 
closer; I had to come see,” he said. Looking him in the eye, 
I placed my hand on his shoulder and whispered, “The 
Lord is good.”

Two men lovingly directed him to a seat near their fami-
lies while I made my way to the front row and opened my 
Bible for one final review of my notes before the service 
began. I thanked the Lord for the rare opportunity to 
proclaim His Word in the first and only government–sanc-
tioned Baptist church in this entire Middle Eastern coun-
try, strategically placed by God’s hand in a city five-times 
the population of the entire state of Arkansas. This church 
is less than a year old, running about 120 in attendance, 
and it has baptized 64 since January.

Though the church is sanctioned by the government, 
it is a target for Islamic terroristic activity.  No doubt, its 
rapid growth is drawing attention. Nobody alive today 
remembers when the 300-year-old Anglican cathedral had 
this many people sitting on the old wooden pews. 

Following a half-hour of passionate prayer, singing and 
Scripture reading, I preached for 30 minutes. The altar-
call invitation lasted another 30 minutes as believers knelt 

and prayed throughout the entire room. One 
Muslim man (not the one I had met prior to 
the service) professed faith in Jesus Christ. 
Dozens lined the aisle, waiting for the pastor or 
a church leader to pray for them.

When the service ended, everyone stayed for 
hot tea and cookies. Then, for another hour, 

believers encouraged and prayed for one another, laughed, 
cried and shared personal stories with each other about 
how Jesus was working in their lives.

This church has no programs to promote. There are no 
church shirts, keychains or coffee mugs. The church does 
not even have a Facebook or Instagram page or a blog. The 
church does not even have a website – not even a church 
sign. They are devouring God’s Word, passionately wor-
shipping Him, praying for one another, experiencing true 
Holy Spirit-united fellowship and boldly living out their 
faith in a hostile environment. 

And passersby can sense the aroma of true peace. Oh, 
what we can learn!

Eric W. Ramsey is an evangelism and mission strategist and 
serves as associate pastor of First Baptist Church, Fort Smith.

Answering  
the Call
Eric Ramsey
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J 
une 1 marked my first 
anniversary as Ouachita 

Baptist University’s 16th 
president. As someone new 
to Ouachita and Arkansas 
Baptist life, I have spent 
considerable time listen-
ing to and learning from 
Ouachito-
nians. For 
example, I’ve 
attended 14 
alumni gath-
erings and 
held more 
than 200 individual alumni 
meetings; Lisa and I hosted 
1,000 people – primarily 
students – in our home; I’ve 
convened a variety of meet-
ings involving every faculty 
and staff member, read 
1,300 survey results, and 
was engaged with people in 
many other activities that 
happen annually at Ouachi-
ta and among Arkansas 
Baptists. This has been 
enormously helpful, yet I 
have much more to learn. 

Amid many memorable 
experiences this year, I have 
noticed consistency in the 
stories I’ve heard. It’s alum-
ni, speaking with deep ap-
preciation, including tears, 
retelling how faculty and 

staff invested in their lives 
and how it transformed them. 
It’s students sharing about 
the personal accessibility of 
faculty and staff as well as the 
learning that occurs, inside 
and outside the classroom – 
and what that means to them. 

It’s watching 
faculty and 
staff serve 
students – put-
ting students 
before them-
selves – and 

reflecting on the fulfillment it 
brings them.

There are some defining 
characteristics of Ouachita 
that should never change, and 
there’s widespread agreement 
about those, including quality 
academics and institutional 
identity. This is my third 
Christian college to serve,  
and universities are often 
(and fairly) criticized for being 
slow to change. I’ve been 
pleasantly surprised by the 
unity among our constituen-
cies to change where change 
would make Ouachita better. 
For example, our campus is 
designed to house 1,750 stu-
dents; however, we’ve consis-
tently been 1,500 for 25 years. 
By being a little bigger, we can 

be better stewards of our 
campus and make Ouachita 
better. There seems to be 
unity around the focus of 
growing undergraduate en-
rollment to capacity.

One of Ouachita’s 
strengths is its faithfulness 
to its Christ-centered mis-
sion for 130 years. All of us 
are stewards for a season, 
and guarding Ouachita’s 
Christ-centered mission 
is my highest obligation. 
I’m also encouraged by 
the shared commitment 
of trustees, faculty, staff, 
students, alumni and 
friends to keep Ouachita, 
Ouachita. 

Ouachita has an excep-
tional relationship with 
the Arkansas Baptist State 
Convention. It’s among 
the strongest examples in 
the nation of such a part-
nership. The convention, 
through cooperative giving 
of its churches, provides 
annual financial support 
and helps in many other 
meaningful ways. We deeply 
value that relationship as 
we partner to equip the stu-
dents we are called to serve.

Ben Sells is president of 
Ouachita Baptist University.

Sells reflects on ‘freshman year’ 

Ouachita Baptist
Ben Sells 

ABSC Agencies

Arkansas problem gambling helpline data: 2005-15
T 

he National Council 
on Problem Gambling 

(NCPG) collected statistical 
information regarding calls 
Arkansans made to a prob-
lem gambling helpline over 
a 10-year period, 2005-15. 
One conclu-
sion reached by 
NCPG was that 
an estimated 
2.2 percent 
of the state’s 
adults (49,728) 
are believed to have a gam-
bling disorder. That is roughly 
one in every 45 adults.

NCPG points out that 
gambling disorders are re-
sponsible for “widespread 
physical, social and financial 
consequences for individuals, 
their families and communi-
ties.” According to NCPG, 
those “preventable problems 
result in millions of dollars 
each year spent on health 
care, criminal justice and so-
cial welfare systems.”

Faith & Ethics
Larry Page

Between May 2005 and Oc-
tober 2015, 56,430 calls were 
made to the problem gam-
bling helpline. NCPG’s num-
bers reflect that the lowest 
number of calls (2,501) were 
registered in 2005 with the 

highest num-
ber (9,739) 
being made 
in 2015.  

Of those 
calls, 1,498 
were con-

sidered intakes. Intakes are 
defined as calls in which the 
problem gambler or a loved 
one requests help. The analy-
sis clearly shows an upward 
trend in the number of intake 
calls over the period exam-
ined. The lowest number of 
intake calls (70) occurred in 
2005, and the highest num-
ber of those type calls (195) 
took place in 2013.

Demographic data of the 
intake calls are revealing. Of 
the 1,498 intake calls over 

the period analyzed, 773 
were from males, and 671 
were from females. For 54 of 
those calls, the gender was 
not noted. Caucasians logged 
1,053 of the 
calls; African 
Americans 
placed 288; 
Hispanics, 
24, and other 
ethnicities 
were respon-
sible for the 
remaining 133 
calls.

The ages of 
those making 
the most intake calls (328) 
were in the 45-54 year-old 
age bracket, while 266 of the 
calls were placed by 35-44 
year-olds, and 228 were made 
by those 55-64 years old. The 
remaining 676 calls were dis-
bursed among the other age 
groups (ages were not deter-

mined for 250 of the intake 
callers).

In the results of another 
study of general application, 
and not specific to Arkansas, 

NCPG 
reported 
that of 
people 
diagnosed 
with a 
patho-
logical 
gambling 
condition, 
73 percent 
had an 
alcohol 

disorder; 38 percent had a 
drug-use disorder; 60 percent 
had nicotine dependence; 49 
percent had a mood disorder; 
41 percent had an anxiety dis-
order, and 60 percent had a 
personality disorder. Also, an 
estimated 20 percent of these 
gamblers considered suicide 

at some point. 
In its report, NCPG calls 

for adequate funding to be 
generated to provide services 
to problem gamblers in Ar-
kansas: “NCPG recommends 
the equivalent of one percent 
of total gambling revenue 
be dedicated to problem 
gambling programs … in 
building a comprehensive 
public health approach to the 
prevention and treatment of 
gambling addiction.”

We have to confront the 
truth that these issues caused 
by problem gambling will 
not go away, certainly not 
anytime soon. We need to 
address these problems in a 
straightforward, responsible 
and compassionate way. And 
the sooner we take action, the 
better off we will all be.

Larry Page is executive director 
of the Arkansas Faith and Ethics 
Council.

ABSC building to close at 
noon Fridays starting July 7

The Arkansas Baptist State Convention building is located at 10 Remington Drive in 
Little Rock, just off Colonel Glenn Road. The convention has announced the building 
will start closing at noon on Fridays beginning July 7. 

LITTLE ROCK – The Arkan-
sas Baptist State Convention 
(ABSC) building, 10 Reming-
ton Drive in Little Rock, will 
close at noon on Fridays begin-
ning Friday, July 7.

The ABSC staff serves 
about 1,550 churches of the 
convention. The ABSC Op-
erating Committee approved 
the new building hours  June 6 
based on the observation that 
a growing number of Arkansas 
Baptist pastors and staff have 
begun doing ministry outside 
of the church office on Friday.

“This has resulted in a no-
ticeable decrease in phone 
calls and building activity 
on Friday afternoons,” said 
David Bond, ABSC execu-

tive administrator. “Adjusting 
building hours will focus our 
work hours during times when 
churches are most likely to re-
quest our assistance.”

Building hours Monday 
through Thursday will con-
tinue to be 8 a.m. to 4:45 
p.m., and the change in the 
building’s Friday hours will 
not affect any staff positions. 
Though the building will be 
closed on Friday afternoon, 
ABSC and agency staff will re-
main accessible.

The Baptist building houses 
the teams of the ABSC Execu-
tive Board, the Arkansas Bap-
tist Children’s Homes, the 
Arkansas Baptist Foundation 
and the Arkansas Baptist News.
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‘Alt-right’ vote & evangelism draw SBC focus
PHOENIX – Appointment 
of a task force to study how 
Southern Baptists can be more 
effective in evangelism and a 
resolution decrying the “alt-
right” movement were among 
highlights of the annual meet-
ing of the Southern Baptist 
Convention (SBC) June 13-14 
in Phoenix.

The unofficial registered 
messenger count of 5,018 
in Phoenix was down from 
7,321 at last year’s meeting in 
St. Louis. An estimated 175 
messengers were from Arkan-
sas, down from 357 Arkansas 
messengers in 2016. When 
registered guests, exhibitors 
and others were included, the 
count of those at the annual 
meeting was tallied, as of June 
15, at 9,318.

During business, Southern 
Baptists gave the SBC Execu-
tive Committee (EC) author-
ity to sell the SBC Building in 
Nashville, and received a mul-
timillion-dollar gift through 
the Cooperative Program 
made possible from the sale 
of the Florida Baptist Conven-
tion building in Jacksonville.

Alt-right resolution
A resolution on “the anti-

gospel of alt-right white su-
premacy” decried “every form 
of racism, including alt-right 
white supremacy, as antitheti-
cal to the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ” and pledged 
to pray “both for those 
who advocate racist ide-
ologies and those who 
are thereby deceived.”

A vote to approve 
the resolution June 
14 was followed by a 
standing ovation from 
messengers.

In its initial report, the Res-
olutions Committee declined 
to recommend convention ac-
tion on a resolution submitted 
by Texas pastor and Pine Bluff 
native Dwight McKissic con-
demning the white suprema-
cist movements sometimes 
known as “white nationalism” 
or the “alt-right.” 

Two June 13 motions to 
consider the resolution on the 
convention floor each failed 
to achieve the requisite two-
thirds majority. Amid ongoing 
discussion, however, the Reso-
lutions Committee requested 
and was granted by the con-
vention an opportunity to re-
verse its decision and present 
a resolution on alt-right racist 

ideology.
Resolutions Committee 

chairman Barrett Duke, in 
presenting the resolution, told 
messengers, “We regret and 
apologize for the pain and 
the confusion that we created 
for you and a watching world 
when we decided not to report 
out a resolution on alt-right 
racism.” The committee ab-
hors racism, Duke said, add-
ing the initial decision not to 
recommend a resolution con-
demning alt-right racist ideol-
ogy did not reflect sympathy 
with that ideology.

Evangelism task force
SBC President Steve 

Gaines, pastor, Bellevue Bap-
tist Church, Cordova, Tenn., 
who was reelected to a second 
term, recommended creation 
of the evangelism task force 
to study how Southern Bap-
tists can be more effective in 
personal soul winning and 
evangelistic preaching. North 
American Mission Board 
(NAMB) President Kevin Ezell 
made a motion, later approved 
by messengers, recommending 
the group be appointed.

In the annual meeting's final 
session, Gaines announced 
the members of the 19-per-
son task force, including Nick 
Floyd, pastor, Cross Church, 
Fayetteville, and chairman 
Paige Patterson, president of 

Southwestern Baptist 
Theological Seminary. 
The group will report 
to the 2018 annual 
meeting in Dallas.

Creation of the task 
force was in keeping 
with an evangelism 

emphasis in Gaines' 
presidential address. “I 

want to encourage you to be a 
soul winner,” said Gaines.

A Tuesday-evening mes-
sage by California pastor and 
evangelist Greg Laurie urged 
preachers to extend public in-
vitations for people to follow 
Christ whenever they proclaim 
the gospel. Laurie, who an-
nounced that Harvest Chris-
tian Fellowship in Riverside, 
Calif., has begun cooperating 
with the SBC, led the Harvest 
America crusade prior to the 
annual meeting. 

The three-day evangelistic 
outreach included training, 
street evangelism and ser-
vice projects before culmi-
nating in Harvest America's 
June 11 crusade resulting in  

2,904 salvations.

Wells honored
A resolution of appre-

ciation was approved for Jim 
Wells, SBC registration secre-
tary since 2002. Wells, who 
was not present at the annual 
meeting, died June 17 follow-
ing a long battle with cancer. 
The EC appointed his chief 
assistant Don Currence, min-
ister of administration and 
children's pastor of First Bap-
tist Church in Ozark, Mo., as 
acting registration secretary. 
Messengers elected Currence 
as 2018 registration secretary 
on the second ballot from a 
field of five nominees.

Executive Committee report
Among 11 recommenda-

tions approved by messengers 
was one authorizing the EC 
"to continue studying the ad-
visability of a sale of the SBC 
Building, and to sell the prop-
erty upon such terms and con-
ditions, and at such a time, if 
any, as the Executive Commit-
tee may hereafter approve."

Another recommenda-
tion approved by messengers 
granted EC representation to 
four regions even though they 
have too few church members 
to apply for EC representation 
under the provisions of SBC 
Bylaw 30. The recommenda-
tion amended Bylaw 18 to list 
the Dakotas, Iowa, Minnesota-

Wisconsin and Montana as 
each being entitled to a single 
EC representative.

During the EC's report, 
Florida Baptist Convention 
executive director Tommy 
Green presented a check for 
$3,156,500 to help fund SBC 
Cooperative Program minis-
tries. The gift represented 51 
percent of proceeds from the 
sale of the Florida conven-
tion's building. EC President 
Frank S. Page said the gift 
brought 2016-17 CP Alloca-
tion Budget overage above last 
year's surplus total.

Page's report to the SBC 
included the launch of a con-
vention-wide stewardship em-
phasis featuring a partnership 
with Ramsey Solutions, the 
organization led by radio host 
Dave Ramsey. The stewardship 
emphasis continued June 14 
with a president's panel discus-
sion, which included Ronnie 
Floyd, pastor of Cross Church 
in Springdale as a panelist, 
on stewardship moderated by 
Gaines.

SBC officers
In addition to Gaines and 

Currence, newly elected SBC 
officers included first vice 
president Walter Strickland, a 
leader of Southeastern Baptist 
Theological Seminary’s King-
dom Diversity Initiative, and 
Jose Abella, pastor of Provi-
dence Road Church, a bilin-

gual congregation in Miami. 
Recording secretary John Yeats 
was reelected to a 21st term.

Patterson was elected as the 
2018 convention preacher.

Motions
Messengers made 11 mo-

tions. The only one to receive 
approval at the annual meet-
ing was the proposal to create 
an evangelism task force. Two 
motions were ruled out of 
order, and eight were referred 
to SBC entities or committees. 
(See related story, page 8).

Among motions to be re-
ferred were a proposal to study 
merging NAMB and the Inter-
national Mission Board (IMB) 
and a request that NAMB, the 
IMB and LifeWay Christian 
Resources consider expanding 
their trustee boards to grant 
broader representation.

A motion to let messengers 
consider defunding the Ethics 
and Religious Liberty Com-
mission was ruled out of order 
because it was made after 
the convention approved the 
2017-18 CP Allocation Budget, 
which establishes the percent-
age of CP receipts distributed 
to each CP-funded entity.

In other action:
– IMB President David Platt 

said the board's finances are 
on “stable ground” and urged 
messengers to focus on the 

Texas pastor Dwight McKissic, a native of Pine Bluff, moves to bring his proposal on the "alt-right" to messengers Tuesday June 
13 at the annual meeting of the Southern Baptist Convention in Phoenix.

Gaines

See SBC page 8
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SBC messengers approve 10 resolutions
PHOENIX (BP) – Messengers 
to the 2017 Southern Baptist 
Convention (SBC) passed 10 
resolutions, including reso-
lutions  decrying “alt-right 
white supremacy,” repenting 
of prayerlessness and calling 
for leaders to practice bibli-
cal morality (see related story, 
page 7).

Messengers approved nine 
resolutions they received from 
the Resolutions Committee 
with unanimous or nearly 
unanimous votes. In those 
resolutions, they:

– Confessed as sin any 
lack of prayer and called on 
Southern Baptists to commit 
to at least 15 minutes a day of 
prayer and regular fasting as 
they are able, as well as peti-
tions to God to grant revival 
and the salvation of millions 
of people.

– Expressed gratitude for 
leaders who live consistently 
moral lives, urged all leaders 
to abide by God's moral stan-
dards and pledged prayer for 
the country's leaders to resist 
temptation.

– Reaffirmed the doctrine 
of penal substitutionary atone-
ment – which says Jesus took 
upon Himself in His death 
the divine punishment due 
sinners – “as the burning core 
of the Gospel message and the 
only hope of a fallen race.”

– Denounced Planned Par-
enthood's “immoral agenda 
and practices,” in addition to 
urging all government defund-

ing and commending the Eth-
ics and Religious Liberty Com-
mission (ERLC) for making 
federal removal of money for 
the country's leading abortion 
provider a priority in its legisla-
tive agenda.

– Called for Southern Bap-
tists and other Christians not 
to participate “in the sin of 
gambling,” encouraged pas-
tors and convention leaders 
to continue to teach Southern 
Baptists about the deceptive-
ness of gambling and urged 
government at all levels to halt 
state-sponsored gambling.

– Urged Southern Baptists 
to pray for and invest in evan-
gelism and discipleship efforts 
with college students and 
strengthen the relationship 
between parachurch campus 
ministries and local churches.

– Voiced gratitude to God 
on the 500th anniversary of 
the Protestant Reformation 
for its courageous leaders and 
urged recommitment to its 
convictions while advocating 
for religious liberty for all.

– Offered thanks on the 
100th anniversary of the SBC 
Executive Committee and 
commended the entity for its 
promotion of the Cooperative 
Program, the convention's uni-
fied giving plan.

– Expressed gratitude to 
God, as well as Southern Bap-
tists in the Phoenix area and 
all others who helped with this 
year's meeting.

Reporting the resolution 

on prayer as the first matter 
for messengers to consider was 
significant, said Barrett Duke, 
Resolutions Committee chair-
man, in a news conference 
afterward. That resolution in-
cluded some “very specific lan-
guage” for Southern Baptists, 
he said.

When asked by a reporter 
about the absence of Presi-
dent Donald Trump's name 
from the resolution on moral 
leadership, Duke said, “There 
was no need to single out Pres-
ident Trump or anyone else. 
We simply believe the resolu-
tion stands on its own without 
bringing particular characters 
into it.”

Trump's multiple marriages 

and past actions toward and 
comments about women were 
subjects of concern among 
Southern Baptists and others 
during the 2016 election, al-
though many Southern Baptist 
church members voted for him 
in November.

Regarding the measure 
on gambling, Duke said “We 
l o o k e d 
back, and 
we noticed 
that we 
never in 
the past 
have actu-
ally labeled 
gambling as 
a sin in that 
kind of ex-
plicit way.”

E R L C 
Pres ident 
R u s s e l l 
Moore de-
scribed the 
resolution on penal substitu-
tionary atonement as “very 
well worded, reflecting the 
viewpoint of the Baptist Faith 
& Message [the SBC's state-
ment of faith] and in a context 
where penal substitutionary 
atonement has been the sub-
ject of a hot debate in recent 
years.”

He told reporters it was a 
“very appropriate word for this 
convention to speak to the fact 
that we believe, as the book of 
Romans teaches, that God is 
both just and the justifier of 
the one who has faith in Jesus 
through the atoning sacrifice 
of Christ.”

After the approval of those  
nine resolutions, Texas pas-

tor Dwight McKissic moved 
to bring his proposal on the 
“alt-right” to messengers. McK-
issic, pastor of Cornerstone 
Baptist Church in Arlington, 
asked that the SBC “would go 
on record to abate darkness 
that's invading our nation 
right now.” Many “alt-right” 
members claim to be Southern 

Baptists, he 
said.

A f t e r 
the resolu-
tion failed 
to receive 
the neces-
sary two-
thirds ma-
jority to 
move for-
ward, the 
R e s o l u -
tions Com-
mittee was 
granted ap-
proval to 

reverse its decision and bring 
the resolution to the floor for 
a vote. The resolution passed 
unanimously (see related story, 
page 7).

The committee chose not 
to act on resolutions submit-
ted regarding Genesis, pro-life 
support, unity in the SBC 
and country, collaboration 
on ministry to refugees, pray-
ing for the peace of Jerusalem 
and encouragement of trustee 
representation. Duke is a 
member of Emmanuel Bap-
tist Church in Billings, Mont., 
and executive director of the 
Montana Southern Baptist  
Convention.

For the full text of resolutions 
visit arkansasbaptist.org.

continued from page 7
SBC
“present work we are doing” 
rather than “past financial 
struggles.” The IMB presenta-
tion included a commission-
ing service at which messen-
gers gathered around newly ap-
pointed missionaries to pray.

– In the NAMB report, 
Ezell said 732 new churches 
were planted by Southern Bap-
tists in 2016 and 232 existing 
churches began cooperating 
with the SBC.

– The annual Crossover 
evangelism emphasis and the 

tandem Harvest America cru-
sade yielded 3,549 professions 
of faith.

– A group of about 50 pro-
testers gathered outside the 
Phoenix Convention Center 
June 13, asking the SBC to 
remove homosexuality and 
transgenderism from its “sin 
list.” The group distributed 
flyers that included the 2017 
SBC logo and theme.

– Messengers approved 
changing the IMB's fiscal year 
to Oct. 1-Sept. 30.

– The Global Hunger Relief 
Run June 14 allowed messen-
gers and other annual meet-
ing attendees to participate in 
either a 5K run or one-mile 
family-oriented fun run to 

raise money for hunger relief 
projects in North America and 
internationally.

– A full 80 percent of mem-
bers elected to the 2017-18 
Committee on Nominations 
have never served on an SBC 
board or committee, said 
Randy Davis, chairman of the 
Committee on Committees, 
the body which nominates the 
Committee on Nominations.

– All speakers at the June 
11-12 SBC Pastors' Conference 
were pastors of churches with 
approximately 500 or fewer in 
average attendance. (See relat-
ed story, page 9).

This article was compiled with 
reporting by Baptist Press and the 
Arkansas Baptist News.

SBC messengers cast their ballots to approve a resolution denouncing “alt-right white supremacy.”

Read more news and view photos of the  
Southern Baptist Convention Annual Meeting at arkansasbaptist.org.
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Ark. Baptists lead at SBC Pastors’ Conference
Caleb Yarbrough

Arkansas Baptist News

PHOENIX – Two Arkansas 
pastors were featured speak-
ers during this year's Southern 
Baptist Convention (SBC) Pas-
tors' Conference June 11-12 in 
Phoenix, Ariz.

Jimmy Meek, 
senior pastor of 
Immanuel Baptist 
Church, El Do-
rado, and Jamar 
Andrews, lead pas-
tor of Word Baptist 
Church, Jonesboro, 
each preached dur-
ing the second day 
of the SBC Pastors' 
Conference.

Dave Miller, presi-
dent of this year's 
Pastors’ Conference, 
along with the other officers 
aimed for this year's event to 
highlight the contributions 
of the convention's smaller 
churches and celebrate the 
diverse landscape that makes 
up the SBC. All speakers at 
the conference were pastors of 
churches with approximately 
500 or fewer in average atten-
dance.

The theme of the confer-
ence was Above Every Name 
and speakers took turns 
preaching through the entirety 
of the book of Philippians.

In addition to Meek and 
Andrews, Pastors’ Confer-
ence speakers included: David 
Choi, lead pastor of Church 
of the Beloved in Chicago, Ill.; 

John Onwuchekwa, lead pas-
tor of Cornerstone Church 
in Atlanta, Ga.; Chris Davis, 
senior pastor of Groveton Bap-
tist Church in Alexandria, Va.; 
Nathan Rose, senior pastor 
of Liberty Baptist Church in 
Liberty, Mo.; Ryan Rice, lead 
pastor of Connect Church 

of Algiers in New 
Orleans, La.; Jose 
Abella, lead pas-
tor of Providence 
Road Church in 
Miami, Fla.; Spen-
cer Plumlee, senior 
pastor of Riverview 
Baptist Church in 
Osage Beach, Mo.;  
Michael Allen, 
senior pastor of 

Uptown Baptist 
Church in Chicago, 
Ill.; Bart Barber, pas-

tor of First Baptist Church of 
Farmersville, Texas; and Shane 
Hall, pastor of First Southern 
Baptist Church in Oklahoma 
City, Okla.

In a historic and unani-
mous election June 12, H.B. 
Charles, pastor of Shiloh Met-
ropolitan Baptist Church in 
Jacksonville, Fla., was elected 
the conference's first black 
president.

Following are summaries of 
Meek and Andrews’ sermons 
during the conference.

Jimmy Meek
Meek opened the Mon-

day morning session of the 
Southern Baptist Convention 
Pastors’ Conference with a 

sermon titled “Unity in the 
Gospel.”

Continuing the confer-
ence’s study of Philippians, 
Meek preached on Philippians 
2:1-4. Meek said that “people 
are inherently not unified,” 
and that “true unity comes 
through the gospel.”

Christians have been recon-
ciled to God, and it is the job 
of the Christian to help lost 
people become reconciled to 
God, Meeks said in reference 
to Paul’s words in Philippians.

“Yet, when unchurched 
people, when lost people look 
at our churches, many times 
they see people that can’t even 
be reconciled to each other,” 
said Meeks. 

“We wonder sometimes 
why people aren’t flocking to 
our churches. It’s because peo-
ple who are not reconciled to 
each other are not a very good 
advertisement of the gospel,” 
he said.

Meek referenced Herb 
Hodges’ book “Tally Ho the 
Fox,” in which Hodges de-
scribes the problems that occur 
when hunting dogs do not do 
the things “they are wired to 
do.” Like hunting dogs, Meek 
said churches encounter issues 
when they fail to find unity in 
the gospel.

Meek said that when hunt-
ing dogs do things apart from 

what they were wired to do 
they encounter the following 
issues: They are lazy, form hi-
erarchies that make no sense, 
fight about trivial things and 
don’t want any new members 
in the pen.

Meek said that churches en-
counter the same issues as the 
hunting dogs when they do 
not have “unity in the gospel.”

“What if your church 
was doing what it is wired to 
do?” asked Meek. “They’d 
no longer care about trivial 
things; they’d no longer be 
sleepy or lazy; they’d no lon-
ger have that unnecessary 
hierarchy; they’d no longer 
wish they had fewer members 
so they could be in charge.” 

Jamar Andrews
Speaking on Philippians 

2:19-30, Andrews highlighted 
Timothy and Epaphroditus as 
examples of Christians who 
lived lives worthy of the gospel.

Andrews said that in the 
passage the Apostle Paul uses 
the lives of Timothy and Ep-
aphroditus as illustrations of 
how followers of Christ should 
live.

“When we think about 
what Christ has called us to, 
we must make sure that our 
agendas match His and that 
our interests match His,” said 
Andrews. “Timothy had a 

mind, attitude and disposition 
that kept Jesus Christ and His 
interests first.”

Andrews said character is 
“one of the most important as-
sets we have as a messenger of 
the gospel.”

“We want people to see that 
the message that we share is 
also the message that we live,” 
said Andrews.

Every person has three 
tongues, said Andrews, one in 
our mouth and one on each 
foot.

“The reality is that when we 
think about character, the one 
that’s in our mouth must be 
saying the same thing as the 
ones that are in our shoes,” 
said Andrews. 

“Whenever we preach the 
gospel we want to make sure 
that we don’t unsay with our 
lives what we say with our 
lips,” he said.

Andrews said that the min-
istry of Timothy and Epaphro-
ditus shows that God remem-
bers even small things done 
in His name. It also shows us 
that ministry can be costly, as 
it almost cost Epaphroditus his 
life.

“Even though ministry is 
costly and ministry is difficult, 
God’s mercies are new every 
day,” said Andrews.

Contact Caleb Yarbrough at 
caleb@arkansasbaptist.org.

H.B. Charles

Jimmy Meek, senior pastor of Immanuel Baptist Church, El Dorado, preaches at the SBC Pastors’ Conference in Phoenix.

Jamar Andrews, lead pastor of Word Baptist Church, Jonesboro, preaches during the 
SBC Pastors' Conference, which featured speakers of churches with approximately 
500 or fewer in average attendance. Photos by Caleb Yarbrough
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Motion for soul-winning task force affirmed
PHOENIX (BP) – Messengers 
to the Southern Baptist Con-
vention (SBC) proposed 11 
motions during two 15-min-
ute scheduled segments of the 
2017 annual meeting in Phoe-
nix.

Messengers voted affirma-
tively on one of the motions, 
submitted by Kevin Ezell, 
president of the North Ameri-
can Mission Board (NAMB) 
and member of First Baptist 
Church in Alpharetta, Ga., 
to authorize the convention's 
president to appoint a task 
force to study how Southern 
Baptists "could be more effec-
tive in personal soul-winning 
and evangelistic preaching."

In the annual meeting's 
final session, Gaines an-
nounced the members of the 
19-person task force, includ-
ing Nick Floyd, pastor, Cross 
Church, Fayetteville, and 
chairman Paige Patterson, 
president of Southwestern 
Baptist Theological Semi-
nary. The group will report 
to the 2018 SBC Annual  

Meeting in Dallas.
Ezell, acting on behalf of 

SBC President Steve Gaines, 
commented to Gaines in mak-
ing the motion, "We must be 
about sharing our faith." Ezell 
added, "You do that. I'm grate-
ful for your heart, and I join 
you in wanting to mobilize 
pastors to lead their people to 
have gospel conversations."

Two motions were approved 
by messengers for referral to 
multiple entities:

– A motion by David Bern-
stein of Desert Ridge Baptist 
Church in St. George, Utah, 
requesting NAMB, the Inter-
national Mission Board (IMB) 
and LifeWay Christian Re-
sources to voluntarily amend 
their governing documents to 
ensure their boards of trustees 
include members from each 
state convention. The motion 
was referred to each respective 
entity.

– A motion by Luke Holmes 
of First Baptist Church in 
Tishomingo, Okla., request-
ing all SBC entities to con-

sider publishing online the 
contact information of each of 
their trustees. Holmes further 
moved that each entity consid-
er providing an online tool to 
help churches contact trustees 
who represent them. The mo-
tion was referred to the SBC 
Executive Committee (EC) 
and all SBC entities.

Five motions were approved 
for referral to the EC:

– A motion by Brent Lay of 
Englewood Baptist Church in 
Jackson, Tenn., requesting the 
EC to consider encouraging 
churches through promotional 
strategies to "rescue and possi-
bly adopt" declining churches.

– A motion by Steven Bailey 
of Calvary Baptist Church in 
Osceola, requesting an SBC 
bylaw amendment to require 
nomination speeches for of-
ficers of the convention to 
include Cooperative Program 
giving percentages of the 
church holding the nominee's 
membership.

– A motion by James For-
bis of First Baptist Church in 

Willow Springs, Mo., asking 
messengers to adopt a special 
emphasis day called “Orphan 
and Widow Care Sunday” in 
the 2018 SBC calendar.

– A motion by Harvey 
Brown of First Baptist Church 
in Charlotte, N.C., requesting 
the president appoint a study 
committee to consider the fea-
sibility of merging the Interna-
tional Mission Board (IMB) 
and NAMB.

– A motion by Brent Epling 
of First Baptist Church in 
Charlotte, N.C., asking mes-
sengers to adopt an annual spe-
cial emphasis day on the last 
Sunday in October to honor 
“our brothers and sisters in 
Christ suffering persecution 
throughout the nations.”

One motion was approved 
for referral to NAMB by Ben-
jamin Wright of Cedar Pointe 
Baptist Church in Cedar Park, 
Texas, asking NAMB to adopt 
a policy that prohibits forming 
cooperative agreements with 
"state conventions that main-
tain affiliations" with church-

es whose belief and practice 
do not align with the Baptist 
Faith and Message 2000.

The following two motions 
were ruled not in order:

– A motion by Wiley Drake 
of First Southern Baptist 
Church in Buena Park, Calif., 
asking messengers to “spiritu-
ally support” the Family Re-
search Council's prayer empha-
sis event on July 2 called “Call 
to Fall.” Gaines, the meeting's 
chairperson, ruled the motion 
not in order because it was in 
the form of a resolution.

– A motion by Mark Col-
lins of First Baptist Church in 
Yorktown, Texas, requesting 
messengers to defund the Eth-
ics and Religious Liberty Com-
mission. 

The chairman of the Com-
mittee on Order of Business, 
Rod Martin, recommended 
the motion be ruled not in 
order because the Coopera-
tive Program Allocation Bud-
get had already been approved 
by a majority of messengers in 
previous business.
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SBC editors ask for greater ERLC cooperation

Dan Darling (left), vice president of communications for the Ethics and Religious Liberty Commission (ERLC), is interviewed 
by Tim Yarbrough, Arkansas Baptist News editor/executive director, and president-elect of the Association of State Baptist 
Publications (ASBP), during the organization's annual dinner in Phoenix. Photo by Caleb Yarbrough

Caleb Yarbrough

Arkansas Baptist News

PHOENIX – To better un-
derstand ethical and politi-
cal dimensions of America’s 
ever-changing culture and 
their ramifications for South-
ern Baptists, the Association 
of State Baptist Publications 
(ASBP) invited Dan Darling, 
vice president of communica-
tions for the Ethics and Re-
ligious Liberty Commission 
(ERLC), to take part in a ques-
tion and answer time June 12 
during its yearly dinner held 
in conjunction with the South-
ern Baptist Convention Annu-
al Meeting.

Tim Yarbrough, editor/ex-
ecutive director of the Arkan-
sas Baptist News and president-
elect of the ASBP, moderated 
the Q-and-A. The questions 
asked were taken from ques-
tions submitted to Yarbrough 
by members of the ASBP prior 
to the event.

The role of state Baptist 
newspapers within the com-
munications strategy of the 
ERLC was addressed in mul-
tiple questions. Many of the 
state Baptist newspaper edi-
tors in attendance expressed 
that the SBC’s ethics and 
public policy arm had failed to 

respond to their requests for 
interviews or comments, seem-
ingly prioritizing communica-
tion with major secular pub-
lications and television net-
works over that of traditional 
Baptist media.

“There is legitimate criti-
cism sometimes of not just our 
entity but some of the other en-
tities in terms of working with 
state papers and making sure 
that we are accessible. … That’s 
something that in the past year 
we have really thought through 
and are working hard on try-
ing to improve,” said Darling.

Darling said that the ERLC 
believes the work of state Bap-
tist newspapers is “very impor-
tant,” but that we are living in 
a “deregulated media environ-
ment” and that the ERLC at-
tempts to view and feed news 
“in terms of stream.” He also 
said that the organization is 
working to correct assump-
tions that state newspapers 
receive all of the information 
they require from the ERLC 
through the organization’s 
website, social media or infor-
mation they publish through 
Baptist Press.

Yarbrough asked Darling 
how the ERLC responded to 
the recent presidential elec-
tion and the subsequent story 

regarding comments denounc-
ing President Donald Trump 
made by Russell Moore, presi-
dent of the ERLC, during the 
election.

“I think we could all go 
back and say maybe there are 
things we shouldn’t have said 
or tweeted. … But in terms of 
the substance of our convic-
tion, I think Dr. Moore feels 
that the position that he took 
was convictional. And other 
people feel the other way on 
the other side,” said Darling. 

“I think this is part of what it 
means to have a healthy dis-
cussion about these things as 
Southern Baptists.”

Darling was also asked how 
the ERLC balances its respon-
sibility to speak to Southern 
Baptists about moral and ethi-
cal issues with its role of rep-
resenting Southern Baptists to 
people in power.

Darling agreed with the 
concept of the ERLC’s two-
fold responsibility of speaking 
on behalf of as well as directly 
to Southern Baptists. Citing 
Moore’s predecessor, Richard 
Land, and his work in regards 
to the pro-life movement, Dar-
ling said that part of ERLC’s 
role includes speaking “pro-
phetically” to Southern Bap-
tists regarding ethical and 
moral issues.

Following the scheduled Q-
and-A, Yarbrough opened the 
floor for audience questions. 
Echoing a previous question, 
Lonnie Wilkey, editor of Ten-
nessee’s Baptist and Reflector 
newspaper, said he has per-
sonally experienced a lack 

of access to the ERLC and  
Moore.

Referencing Moore, Wilkey 
said, “It does send a message 
that, whether he means to or 
not, … that he doesn’t feel 
like state papers are important 
enough to respond to.”

“But the fact is, we may not 
be CNN or any of those, but 
we reach a significant number 
of people that pay the bills 
through their Cooperative Pro-
gram gifts,” said Wilkey. “They 
are not going to see CNN; they 
are not going to get tweets … 
but they will read their Baptist 
state paper. I don’t think some 
entity heads truly understand 
that.”

Darling assured those in 
attendance that the ERLC 
values state Baptist newspa-
pers and said that if there 
have been times when the or-
ganization, or Moore specifi-
cally, was unavailable to state 
newspapers for comments, 
it was due to a “legitimate  
conflict.”

Contact Caleb Yarbrough at 
caleb@arkansasbaptist.org.
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Place your 
classified here! 

Visit arkansasbaptist.org/ads 
to use our easy online form!

C l a s s i f i e d s
FBC Gould, AR seeking full-time pastor. 

Send resumes to Gould First Baptist Church, 
Pastor Search Committee, P.O. Box 375, Gould, 
AR 71643.

2nd Baptist Church, Siloam Springs, is look-
ing for bi-vocational pastor. Please send 
resume to PO Box 1289, Siloam Springs, AR 
72761.

FBC Pencil Bluff, AR is seeking a full-time 
pastor. Send resumes to FBC Search Commit-
tee, PO Box 70, Pencil Bluff, AR 71965, or email 
to donnarfranklin@gmail.com.

Keo Baptist is seeking a full-time pastor. 
Send resumes to Keo Baptist Church, P.O. Box 87, 
Keo, AR 72083.

Lambrook FBC seeking a bi-vocational 
pastor. Send resumes to: Johnny Williamson, 
PO Box 544, Elaine, AR 72333.

FBC Clarendon, AR, is seeking a full-time 
pastor. Send resumes to FBC Search Commit-
tee, PO Box 324, Clarendon, AR 72029, or email 
resumes to jrbreynolds@gmail.com.

OTHER STAFF POSITIONS

PASTOR

Brush Creek Baptist Church is seeking a 

part-time music pastor. Send resume to 
1385 Brush Creek Road, Springdale, AR 72762 
or email to linda.stacy@hughes.net.

Union Avenue Baptist Church in Wynne, AR, 
is seeking a bi-vocational youth minister. 
Call 870-238-2230 or 870-208-5990.

Spiro FBC is seeking a youth/associate 
pastor. Must be passionate about reaching 
youth, great communicator, NOT need to be mi-
cro-managed, and work well with a team. Send 
resume to FBC, PO Box 284, Spiro, OK 74959, or 
email to jamestsmith@live.com. Competitive 
salary and housing offered.

Camp director/manager for Spring Lake 
Baptist Assembly Camp at Lonsdale, AR. Full-
time position. Send resumes to becqaz@
hotmail.com.

Mt. Zion Baptist Church, a rural church of 
approximately 200 in Edgerton, MO is seeking 
a full-time youth pastor. Interested appli-
cants can view a full job description at mzlife.
org/youth_pastor. Please send resumes to per-
sonnel@mzlife.org by July 17, 2017.

Seeking a full-time children’s minister 
with multiple years of experience. Degree pre-
ferred. Must be capable of planning and execut-
ing a weekly children’s ministry. Will coordinate 
with day-school director and preschool minister. 

Need to be a team player and must be capable 
of working with volunteers. Send resumes to: 
resumes@firstmarion.org or FBC Marion, PO Box 
6, Marion, AR 72364.

First Baptist Church of El Dorado is seeking 
to hire an Associate Pastor for Students. 
This person is responsible for leading a com-
prehensive ministry to students in grades 7-12.   
• Plan and lead Wednesday evening worship 
service that reaches over 100 students and 
adults. • Identify, recruit and equip adult and 
student volunteers to serve in all areas of min-
istry. • Move students from the large crowd into 
small groups. • Equip parents to be the primary 
disciplers of their students. • Maintain a regular 
presence on school campuses. Interested candi-
dates can submit resumes to Senior Pastor, Jon-
athan Kelley: jonathan.kelley@fbceldorado.org.

First Baptist Church of Henderson, Texas, is 
currently accepting resumes for youth pastor. 
Send resumes to dhiggs@thefbc.org or 207 W. 
Main St., Henderson, Texas 75652.

West View Baptist Church, Paragould, is 
seeking a full-time children’s director 
for our 1-6th grade ministry. Email resumes to 
marc@mywestview.com for consideration.

LRRBA consisting of 26 churches in Cleburne 
County is searching for God’s man to serve as di-

rector of missions. Send resumes to LRRBA 
Search Committee, 1325 Heber Springs Rd. S., 
Heber Springs AR 72543 or lrrba@suddenlink-
mail.com.

First Baptist Church of Bay, AR, (located just 
outside of Jonesboro) is seeking a part-time 
minister of music who is committed to 
leading a blended worship service. Resumes 
may be mailed to First Baptist Church, PO Box 
190, Bay, AR 72411 or submitted to www.
bayfbc.org.

Levy Church, NLR, seeks full-time wor-
ship/executive pastor. Send resumes to: 
steventiner@levybaptist.com.

Full-time minister to youth and 
families, Grand Avenue Baptist Church, Hot 
Springs, AR. Will work closely with senior pastor 
to meet the needs of a growing church. Email 
resume to mwiles@cablelynx.com.

First Baptist Harrisburg, AR, is seeking a 
full-time minister of music and youth. 
Email resume to kellyjones@harrisburgfbc.com. 
Job description available at www.harrisburgfbc.
com.

East End Baptist Church is seeking a bi-vo-
cational worship leader. Responsibilities 
will include leading music in Sunday morning 
and evening services and leading the choir.  

Contact the church at 4701 East End Road, Hens-
ley, AR 72065 or by emailing pastor@eebcar.
com.

Small church needs music director.  
Sundays only. Contact sulliglenda@yahoo.com 
if interested.

MISCELLANEOUS

1997 46-passenger MCI bus for sale; 
great condition. Contact Clint Ritchie at 662-
763-8252 at FBC Yazoo City, MS.

Herbert “Herb” Charles 

Prince, Jr., 74, 
of Little Rock 
died June 1.

He was a 
graduate of East 
Texas Baptist 
University in 
Marshall, Texas, 

and received a master of theol-
ogy degree from Mid-America 
Theological Seminary in Mem-
phis, Tenn. 

Obituaries

Church life

Refus Talbert Caldwell, Sr. 

87, of Houston, 
died June 20. 

C a l d w e l l 
served as direc-
tor of missions 
(associational 
missionary) for 
Conway -Perr y 

Baptist Association for three 
decades (1966 to 1994).

He was a member of First 
Baptist Church of Perryville. 

He is survived by his wife, 
Minnie Lea Moore Caldwell, 
four children, eight grandchil-
dren, 11 great-grandchildren, 
three brothers and three sis-
ters.

He was preceded in death 
by a daughter, five brothers 
and two sisters.

Funeral services were held 
June 23 at Harris Chapel in 
Morrilton. Burial followed at 
McGhee Cemetery in Perry.

Prince served as pastor of 
Southern Baptist churches in 
Arkansas, Louisiana, Kentucky 
and Texas for 14 years. 

He was a member of Sylvan 
Hills First Baptist Church in 
Sherwood and served on staff 
as mission pastor. 

Prince served as field direc-
tor for Abundant Life Minis-
tries in Honduras since 1982. 

He is survived by his wife, 
Joan Flynn Prince, two daugh-
ters, two sons, five grandchil-
dren, a great-grandson and a 
brother. 

A memorial service was 
held June 8 at Sylvan Hills 
First Baptist Church in Sher-
wood. 

New Song Baptist Church 

in Williford will hold revival 

services July 2-7 with evangelist 
C.W. Blood and music evange-
list Mark Bishop. Services are 
10:45 a.m. and 5 p.m. Sunday; 
6:30 p.m. weekdays.

The worship choirs of Park 

Hill Baptist Church, North 
Little Rock, and First Bap-

tist Church, Benton, will join 
David Phelps, vocalist-song-
writer, in concert at 7 p.m., 
Friday, July 28, at First Baptist 
Church in Benton to present 
A Journey of Faith. For more 
information visit davidphelps.
com.

Baptist life

A Baptist Brotherhood 

Commission reunion will 
be held at 2 p.m., July 29, at 
Germantown Baptist Church, 
9450 Poplar Ave., German-

town, TN 38139. 
All former Brotherhood 

Commission employees, state 
Brotherhood employees, 
Brotherhood Commission 
trustees, and anyone ever asso-
ciated with the Brotherhood 
Commission in Memphis, 
Tenn., are invited.

For more information, call 
(901) 485-5522 or (901) 351-
3239.

Milestones

An open house will be held 
from 2 to 4 p.m. on August 27 
at Gaston’s Conference Cen-
ter at Gaston’s on the White 
River in Lakeview in honor of 
Jerry Backus, who is retiring 
after serving 38 years as pas-
tor of First Baptist Church in 
Bull Shoals.

For more information, con-

tact First Baptist Church at 
bsfbc@suddenlinkmail.com. 

On the move

Jonathan Ertle is serving as 
interim minister of music at 
Levy Baptist Church in North 
Little Rock.

ACROSS ARKANSAS
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Flooring
Floors & More, Inc.
21286 Interstate 30
Benton, AR 72019
501-316-0267  FAX: 501-316-2533
Email: sales@floorsandmorear.com
www.floorsandmorear.com
Consultation/Statewide Services/Commercial 
Flooring/Carpet Squares/Gym Floors 

Kitchen Equipment
& Supplies
Aimco Equipment Co. 
10001 Colonel Glenn Rd.
Little Rock, AR 72204
501-228-0808

Lighting & Sound
American AVL
800-352-7222
Little Rock/Jackson/Ruston/New 
Orleans
Audio, Video, & Lighting Systems & 
Equipment
Ask about our free site needs AVL review

Playgrounds
Rusty Peoples 
rusty@peopleslandscaping.com
479-769-0580, (toll-free) 866-388-
1365 
Quality park-playground equip, surfacing & 
shades
Free design consultations
www.heartlandparks.com

Baptistries/Steeples
Construction Sales Co., Inc.
P.O. Box 1049
Magnolia, AR 71753-1049
800-526-9663  FAX: 870-234-6475
Also laminated wood arches, beams and decking 

Church Facility Planner
Sowell Architects
1315 North Street, Suite 100
Conway, AR  72034
501-450-9633 FAX: 501-450-7228
Email: rik@sowellarchitects.com
www.sowellarchitects.com
Master planning, site analysis
and all architectural services

Church Insurance
Michael B. Russell, MA, MBA
Member, Cross Church, Springdale
Mike Russell & Associates
P.O. Box 709, Bentonville, AR 72712
877-715-5336, 479-657-6369 fax
www.protectmychurch.org   
AR Ins. Lic. #185726
Non-profit - Church - Commercial - Employee 
Benefits

James Greene & Associates
800-422-3384
www.jamesgreeneins.com
James Greene & Associates represents 
Brotherhood Mutual Insurance, a national leader 
insuring churches in alliance with GuideStone. 
Call today or go online for property, liability, 
auto and worker’s comp quotes!

CHURCH SERVICES DIRECTORY

To advertise in the Church Services Directory, 
contact the ABN at 501-376-4791, ext. 5161, 

or email ads@arkansasbaptist.org

Camp Joshua equips students to be pro-life advocates
HUMPHREY – Just as Joshua 
brought down the walls of Jeri-
cho, high school students who 
attend Camp Joshua will lead 
their generation to build a cul-
ture of life and bring down the 
walls of the culture of death, 
according to the Camp Joshua 
website.

Sponsored by Arkansas 
Right to Life, Camp Joshua is 
the only pro-life summer camp 
in the state of Arkansas.

Although Camp Joshua is 

not a Bible camp, its name is 
derived from the biblical hero 
Joshua who, at a young age, 
transformed his character into 
action, according to the Camp 
Joshua website. Camp Joshua 
is open to all religious denomi-
nations, and it is not affiliated 
with any particular religious 
group.

“The issues we discuss are 
serious, but we balance it out 
with free time filled with fun 
and lots of good food and fel-

lowship,” said Rose Mimms, 
executive director, Arkansas 
Right to Life.

“The students who come 
to Camp Joshua always have 
a blast,” said Abby Barham, 
camp coordinator, adding 
that the camp includes a lot of 
breaks, interactive games and 
ice-breakers to create the bal-
ance between serious topics 
and summertime fun.

Sessions include abortion 
101, pro-life persuasion, im-

pact of abortion, alternatives 
to abortion, euthanasia and 
more, and the camp includes 
a tour of the Arkansas State 
Capitol on its final afternoon.

First held in Arkansas in 
2012, the three-day camp av-
erages 12-24 students. This 
year’s camp is scheduled for 
July 28-30 at Crossheirs Re-
treat Center in Humphrey and 
is geared for male and female 
students, ages 14-19. Cost of 
the camp includes all meals, 
accommodations, materials, 
transportation and a T-shirt.

“Camp Joshua has a huge 
impact on all the students 
who come,” said Barham, who 
speaks from experience. Bar-
ham attended her first Camp 
Joshua in 2013 and was so 
moved, particularly by graphic 
images she saw during her first 
camp experience, that she de-
cided she wanted to become 
involved in the pro-life move-
ment, although being pro-life 

as a college student is a “hard 
thing to do,” she said. 

Since 2015, Barham has 
worked during her summers 
for Arkansas Right to Life, 
particularly in planning and 
conducting the camp. Today, 
as she serves as camp coordina-
tor, Barham said her hope is to 
educate and inspire campers to 
“stand up” and speak out in 
this generation. 

Several campers from pre-
vious years have gone on to 
start pro-life chapters in their 
schools and churches, she said.

“If [campers] are not pro-
lifers when they arrive, they 
will be when they leave,” said 
Mimms. “But even more, they 
learn how to articulate their 
views so that they can change 
minds and hearts for life.

“Camp Joshua is guaran-
teed to be an unforgettable 
experience.”

For more information and 
cost, visit campjoshuaar.org.

Davis serving as ABN intern

Davis

LITTLE ROCK – Sarah Davis, 
a senior at Ouachita Baptist 
University (OBU), is serving as 
the summer intern at Arkansas 
Baptist News (ABN). 

A double major 
in Christian minis-
try and mass com-
munications, Davis 
is a member of First 
Baptist Church of 
Sherwood and serves 
as a student intern. 
During the school 
year, she works in the 
OBU news bureau in 
the office of communications 
under Trennis Henderson, 
former ABN editor, who rec-
ommended the internship  
to her. 

“We strive to give our in-

terns hands-on, real-world 
vocational experience,” said 
Tim Yarbrough, ABN editor/
executive director. “When the 
summer ends, Sarah will not 

only have a number 
of published articles 
and photographs to 
include in a portfo-
lio, but also the expe-
rience of working in 
a fast-paced ministry 
and office environ-
ment. We are delight-

ed that she is serving 
here at the ABN.”

Davis said she is looking 
forward to the internship op-
portunity this summer.

“I’m very excited for this 
summer and the many oppor-
tunities this internship will 

provide,” said Davis. “I have 
already learned so much in 
a short time, and I’ve loved 
every minute of the job. I’m 
thankful that I get a chance to 
work with amazing people this 
summer.”

Her duties will include writ-
ing, editing, photography, field 
reporting and assisting with 
newspaper archives, website 
and social media updates. 

Davis is the daughter of 
Mack and Kristie Davis. Davis’ 
father is a pastor and is cur-
rently serving in an interim 
position at Cotton Plant First 
Baptist Church, and her moth-
er works for Baptist Hospice. 
Sarah Davis is a past recipient 
of the ABN communications 
scholarship.

McCoy

McCoy elected Ark. ministry coordinator
PHOENIX – Mike McCoy, 
associational missionary for 
Black River Baptist Associa-
tion in Hoxie, was elected 
Arkansas state ministry coor-
dinator during the Southern 
Baptist Conference of Asso-
ciational Leaders (SBCAL) 

gathering held prior 
to the annual meet-
ing of the Southern 
Baptist Convention in 
Phoenix.

SBCAL is the old-
est and largest na-
tional professional  

organization repre-
senting and assist-
ing associational 
leaders of the 
1,100-plus South-
ern Baptist associa-
tions across North 

America.
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June 29, 201714 

Arkansas Baptists at SBC in Phoenix

Ouachita Baptist University President Ben Sells (left) talks with Hal Cunnyngham of Virginia in the exhibit hall during the annual 
meeting of the Southern Baptist Convention in Phoenix. Cunnyngham is an alumnus of Ouachita. 

Arkansas Baptists at the Southern Baptist Convention in Phoenix: Bobby Franklin 
(left), pastor of Temple Baptist Church, Dermott, and Bill Carter, pastor of Antioch 
Baptist Church, Royal. 

Wes George, pastor of First Baptist Church, Rogers, and his wife, Lisa, attend the 
International Mission Board dinner in Phoenix.

David O’Dell and his wife, Heather, attend the Pastors’ Conference prior to the start of 
the annual meeting of the Southern Baptist Convention in Phoenix. O’Dell is pastor 
of  Second Baptist Church, Jacksonville.

Arkansas pastor and past SBC president Ronnie Floyd (right) says during a panel discussion that biblical stewardship starts with 
“life testimonies” of the church and how God uses the impact of the lives of individuals. Photo by Caleb Yarbrough

J.D. “Sonny” Tucker, executive director of the Arkansas Baptist State Convention, 
shares an evangelism testimony June 13 during the Mid-America Baptist Theological 
Seminary luncheon at the Southern Baptist Convention Annual Meeting in Phoenix. 

Chaplains Harold and Esther Garrett 
from Walnut Ridge attend the Southern 
Baptist Convention Annual Meeting in 
Phoenix.
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Caleb Yarbrough
Little Rock

While in Phoenix for the Southern 
Baptist Convention Annual Meeting, I 
attended a Sunday worship service at a 
small church not far from downtown.

The minister preached on John 11 – 
the death of Lazarus. The preacher said 
that he was once 
asked how he would 
respond to the con-
cept that a belief in 
the sovereignty of 
God would necessi-
tate that God is sim-
ply a puppet master 
with humanity as 
His puppet.

The preacher said that 
the best argument against 
the concept of God being 
a puppet master is “the in-
carnation of Jesus Christ.”

He explained that 
when God sent Jesus into 
His own creation, Christ 
did not live robotically. He 
developed friendships and 
felt emotions. The preach-
er argued that Christ’s life 
on earth and His interactions with hu-
manity show us that “what happens in 
time is meaningful to God.”

In Psalm 95:1-11 the psalmist wrote 
that all people should worship God be-
cause of His sovereignty. He described 
God as “King above all gods” (Psa. 

95:3, ESV) and described His vastness 
by comparing Him to majestic features 
of the landscape, “In his hand are the 
depths of the earth; the heights of the 
mountains are his also. The sea is his, 
for he made it, and his hands formed 

the dry land” (Psa. 
95:4-5, ESV).

The psalmist 
described God 
as our “Maker” 
and our relation-
ship with Him as 
that of a shepherd 
and His sheep, 

“For he is our God, and 
we are the people of his 
pasture, and the sheep 
of his hand” (Psa. 95:7,  
ESV).

Finally, the psalm-
ist pointed to past fail-
ures of Israel to worship 
God and God’s reaction 
to their disobedience, 
“They are a people who 
go astray in their heart, 
and they have not known 

my ways. ... They shall not enter my 
rest” (Psa. 95:10-11, ESV).

We were made by God to worship 
Him, and we can worship Him because 
He is sovereign. Sheep are lost without 
a shepherd. In the same way, humans 
are lost without our Savior.

around them.
In Acts 11, we learn about the im-

portance of encouragement within the 
Christian community. 

Men from Cyprus and Cyrene were 
sharing the gospel with not only Jews 

but also Helle-
nists, or Greeks, 
in Antioch.

The Bible says, 
“And the hand of 
the Lord was with 
them, and a great 
number who be-
lieved turned to 

the Lord” (Acts 11:21, 
ESV).

After hearing word of 
the ministry in Antioch, 
the church at Jerusalem 
sent Barnabas to the 
city. Upon arriving he 
praised the men for their 
ministry and encouraged 
them to keep sharing the 
gospel.

“When he came and 
saw the grace of God, he 

was glad, and he exhorted them all to 
remain faithful to the Lord with stead-
fast purpose” (Acts 11:23, ESV).

As Christians we should always be 
mindful to encourage others to follow 
Christ, grow in their walk with Christ 
and serve God and others.

While I am only in my 20s, I am often 
amazed at how things have changed 
since I was a child and teenager.

The iPhone debuted in 2007, right 
before my senior year of high school.

It was amazing. 
At the time, the 
idea of a device 
that allowed one to 
make phone calls, 
send text messages 
and emails, surf 
the Internet, take 
photographs and more 
was completely unprece-
dented. Many people saw 
the device as a realization 
of technology that was 
previously only found in 
science fiction.

The culture at large has 
also changed dramatically 
since my childhood. The 
major cause of this change 
seems to be the exchang-
ing of a belief in absolute 
truth for a belief in subjec-
tive truth.

At the heart of the Southern Baptist 
Convention’s conservative resurgence of 
the 1980s and 1990s was an unflinching 
emphasis on the absolute authority of 
God’s Word, revealed to His people in 
the holy Scriptures. I have been a South-
ern Baptist my entire life. If someone 

were to ask me to point to the one thing 
that I am most proud of in regards to my 
denomination, it would have to be our 
high view of revealed truth.

Everything we do as Christians flows 
from our view of 
Scripture. And 
today, more than 
ever, it is impor-
tant for Southern 
Baptists to point 
to our firm foun-
dation for all we 

believe.
In Psalm 19 King David 

described God’s glory as 
being evident in all His 
creation and asked who 
could question Him.

Every human being 
who has lived, or will live, 
will be held accountable 
to God as He reveals Him-
self to all people (Psa. 19:1-
6, ESV). David wrote that 
God’s law is perfect, His 
testimony is sure, His pre-

cepts are right, His commandments are 
pure, His rules are true and righteous, 
and that by keeping His law, “there is 
great reward” (Psa. 19:7-11, ESV).

In a time when many attempt to 
shape truth into their own image, as fol-
lowers of Christ, we should ever point 
to God’s beautiful creation and Word.

I was listening to a podcast recently 
in which one of the guests was speaking 
on research he had done on Americans 
who live affluent lifestyles.

He said that statistics place men 
and women who 
live in affluent 
neighborhoods 
and who tend to 
be more materi-
alistic at a much 
higher risk for 
conditions such 
as anxiety and depres-
sion. The guest said that 
these increased risk fac-
tors were the result of 
the lack of relationships 
and community among 
these demographics.

I have always found 
the concept of the 
“American Dream,” the 
idea that the United 
States provides oppor-
tunities for all men and 
women to prosper re-
gardless of their origin or original sta-
tion in life, interesting. The concept is 
often championed by Christians even 
though a large aspect of it seems to 
make the case that economic prosper-
ity is “the” key to a joyful life.

It would seem that statistics, as well 
as Scripture, challenge this notion.

In reality, it is not money or posses-
sions that fulfill people; it is a personal 
relationship with our Creator.

However, today’s fast-paced, con-
stantly connected culture makes it 

more difficult 
than ever to 
focus on the 
things of God. 
How are we to 
put God first 
with so many 
things vying for 

our attention? God’s 
Word gives us the an-
swer:  We must obey 
and fear the Lord.

“Now, therefore, 
thus says the LORD of 
hosts: Consider your 
ways. You have sown 
much, and harvested 
little. You eat, but you 
never have enough; you 
drink, but you never 
have your fill” (Hag. 
1:5-6, ESV).

“ … all the remnant of the people, 
obeyed the voice of the LORD their 
God ... And the people feared the 
LORD. Then Haggai, the messenger 
of the LORD, spoke to the people with 
the LORD’s message, ‘I am with you, 
declares the LORD’” (Hag. 1:12-13, 
ESV).

Caleb Yarbrough
Little Rock

The Creator
PSALM 95:1-11

EXPLORE THE BIBLE

Caleb Yarbrough
Little Rock

When I was growing up, my family 
was very involved in World Changers, 
a Southern Baptist ministry started in 
1990 in which youth and college stu-
dents do construction projects in low-
income areas and share the gospel with 
the homeowners 
and their neigh-
bors.

While there is 
nothing wrong 
with a youth 
group going to 
beach camp, there 
is just something 
about spending a week 
roofing in the hot sun in 
the name of Jesus! One 
year World Changers 
even produced a T-shirt 
that read something like, 
“Long Days + Sleepless 
Nights = Free Shirt.”

During each week 
of World Changers, a 
makeshift mailroom was 
set up. Each evening fol-
lowing supper and wor-
ship, many of those in attendance 
would take time to write notes of 
encouragement to members of their 
crew or other volunteers. Without 
fail, each week, there were always  
individuals who made it their mis-
sion to be encouragers to those  

Encourage one another
ACTS 11:19-26
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God revealed
PSALM 19:1-14
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First things first
HAGGAI 1:2-13
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