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Illinois Chapel to occupy new building after arson

Churches partner to break racial barriers

See CHAPEL page 2

Dennis Wilkins (left) and Willie “Bernard” Baker stand in front of 47th Street Baptist Church in North Little Rock where 
Wilkins is interim pastor. Baker is pastor of New Covenant Family Ministries, which is located three blocks from 47th 
Street. The churches are holding a community block party April 6 at New Covenant. Photo by Caleb Yarbrough

Ethnic churches
gain focus in Ark.
Jessica Vanderpool
Arkansas Baptist News

LITTLE ROCK – In an increasingly diverse world, the 
need for Christians to reach out to ethnicities other 
than their own has never been greater, and Arkansas 
Baptists are seeking to do just that.

The number of ethnic congregations affiliated with 
the Arkansas Baptist State Convention (ABSC) is grow-
ing, and among these are African-American, Hispanic, 
Chinese, Hmong, Korean, Laotian, Marshallese and 
Vietnamese congregations.

The ABSC has placed a specific focus on African-
American church planting.

“Our strategy is to develop networks of relationships 
as we work with churches, colleges and communities 
to identify potential planters for Little Rock and Delta 
regions,” said Willie Jacobs, ABSC missions ministries 
team member and urban strategist for Little Rock and 
Delta region.

See ETHNIC page 2

Caleb Yarbrough
Arkansas Baptist News

NORTH LITTLE ROCK – “You 
would think that segregation is 
done, but do you realize that Sunday 
morning at 11 o’clock is the most 
segregated hour in this nation? This 
is what we are trying to break,” said 
Willie “Bernard” Baker, pastor of 
New Covenant Family Ministries, 
North Little Rock.

On April 6, New Covenant, a 
predominantly African-American 
congregation, is partnering with 
47th Street Baptist Church, North 
Little Rock, a predominantly white 
church, for a neighborhood block 
party. The goal of the churches is to 
reach people, regardless of their skin 
color, for Jesus Christ.

Even though the two churches are 
considered “sister churches” within 
the Southern Baptist Convention 

and members of the same associa-
tion, North Pulaski Baptist Associa-
tion, Baker said churches with dif-
ferent ethnic congregations are not 
always known for cooperation.

“It’s pretty much unheard of that 
churches of different races come to-
gether for anything, especially not 
something fun like this,” he said. 
“It’s going to open the door for a lot 

47th St., New Covenant work together

See PARTNERS page 3

Caleb Yarbrough
Arkansas Baptist News

PRAIRIE GROVE – Through the 
grace of God and the outpouring 
of the community, a historic Bap-
tist church in rural Arkansas once 
again has a place of worship.

Illinois Chapel Baptist Church, 
located in the rural community of 
Prairie Grove a few miles outside 
of Fayetteville, was the victim of 
arson and vandalism on April 20, 
2012. The congregation was devas-
tated by the tragedy, but now less 
than a year later, what was once 
lost has been reborn.

The fire completely destroyed 
the church’s chapel, a century-old 

converted one-
room school-
house where 
m e m b e r s ’ 
parents and 
grandparents 
once attended. 
The church’s 
fellowship hall 
was also severe-
ly damaged. 

Scars caused 
by the trag-
edy were both 
physical and emotional.

“To the older people and the 
people that lived here, that building 
meant a lot to them because their 
mom and dad went to school here. 

… We had 
to overcome 
some hurt 
and some 
anger. … It 
probably took 
us six weeks to 
two months 
to overcome 
the anger 
to where we 
could go on,” 
said Lynville 
Eaton, pastor 

of Illinois Chapel for the past three 
years.

Eaton remembers the night of 
April 20 well. He said about 2 a.m. 
he received a call from a deputy sher-

iff who once was a member of a 
church Eaton pastored in Elkins. 
The deputy sheriff told Eaton the 
church was on fire, telling him, 
“From what I’m hearing, it’s pret-
ty much gone,” recalled Eaton.

In January 2012, Illinois Cha-
pel completed construction on a 
brand-new education building. 
Following the arson, the congre-
gation conducted services in the 
new building, as it was the only 
place they had, said Eaton.

Then came the task of rebuild-
ing, a process greatly eased by the 
loving support of people from 
across Arkansas and beyond.

Lynville Eaton, pastor of Illinois Chapel Baptist Church.
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Russell Moore elected next ERLC president

continued from page one

CHAPEL

“We had a lot of volunteer labor. 
People were willing to work, and we 
praise the Lord for them,” said the 
pastor.

Prairie Grove Christian Church, 
Prairie Grove, an independent 
Christian congregation, began a 
construction ministry 10 years ago 
to help people rebuild their homes 
after natural disasters. When the 
church heard about Illinois Chapel’s 
fire, they saw an opportunity to use 
the gifts God had given them to help 
their neighbors.

“Over the past 10 years, we have 
been able to be really equipped by 
God to respond to construction 
needs like that, and when we saw 
that the church had that need, we 
felt really led to just help our broth-
ers get it going again,” said Vance 

Eubanks, senior minister of Prairie 
Grove Christian Church.

“We build at least two houses 
a year. … It just seemed like God 
had prepared us for that particular 
moment to be able to step up and 
help out somebody locally,” said Eu-
banks.

“We had over 50 people out here, 
and they framed that building, put 
the plywood on the outside of it, put 
sheeting on it and got a little roof on 
it all in one day,” said Eaton.

Not only did numerous churches, 
individuals and organizations offer 
volunteer man power and skilled 
labor to Illinois Chapel, Eaton said 
many individuals from Arkansas 
and surrounding states donated fi-
nancially to the church’s rebuilding 
effort.

“We started receiving money, and 
I just praise the Lord for this; it had 
to have been God touching hearts,” 
he said.

“We got money from almost every 

church in Prairie Grove and some in 
Fayetteville that I did not know ex-
isted. We got money from Texas; we 
got money from Little Rock, Elkins, 
all over,” said Eaton.

“They showed their concern and 
financial support for our work here. 
We could not have done what we 
have done if it were not for all of 
them.”

Because of the outpouring of vol-

unteer help and financial gifts that 
Illinois Chapel received, the church 
was able to complete all of their 
building and renovation projects 
with zero debt, for which Eaton is 
grateful.

The official grand opening of the 
church’s new chapel will be held 
April 7.

Contact Caleb Yarbrough at caleb@
arkansasbaptist.org.

Illinois Chapel Baptist Church’s original chapel burned April 20, 2012 (left). Less than a year later, the 
congregation has completed a new building with the help of people in Arkansas and other states. 
Watch a video about Illinois Chapel’s transformation at www.arkansasbaptist.org.

NASHVILLE – Russell Moore has 
been elected president of the South-
ern Baptist Ethics and Religious Lib-
erty Commission (ERLC).

The ERLC’s board of trustees ap-
proved Moore, currently dean of the 
school of theology at Southern Bap-
tist Theological Seminary, 
Louisville, Ky., in a special, 
called meeting March 26.

Moore, 41, a native of 
Biloxi, Miss., will be the 
eighth president of the entity 
charged by Southern Baptists 
with addressing moral and re-
ligious freedom issues. With 
a background in government, 
the pastorate and seminary 
training, Moore is a frequent com-
mentator from a Southern Baptist 
and evangelical Christian perspec-
tive on ethics, theology and culture.

“I am honored and humbled to 
be asked to serve Southern Baptists 
as ERLC president,” Moore said. 
“I pray for God’s grace to lead the 
ERLC to be a catalyst to connect the 
agenda of the kingdom of Christ to 
the cultures of local congre-
gations for the sake of the 
mission of the gospel in the 
world.”

The ERLC trustees’ seven-
person presidential search 
committee, chaired by Barry 
Creamer of Criswell College 
in Dallas, recommended 
Moore to the full board after 
a seven-month process. 

Richard Piles, pastor of 
First Baptist Church, Camden, who 
serves as chairman of the ERLC, ap-
plauded the selection of Moore.

“I had the privilege of appoint-
ing the search committee (to replace 
retiring ERLC President Richard 
Land),” said Piles. “I’m grateful and 
thankful for the search committee. 
It was a very diverse group, includ-
ing younger and older trustees, male 
and female, black and white, some 
from the West Coast and some the 

East Coast, some from the Midwest, 
so it was a great representation of 
our board of trustees, but also the 
Southern Baptist Convention as 
well.”

“It was not an easy task at all,” 
Piles said of the six-month search 

process, which included 
many hours of face-to-face 
meetings and conference 
calls.

“We wanted to make sure 
that it was the Lord leading 
us to a particular candidate 
and not necessarily simply 
the candidate who received 
the most number of recom-

mendations,” he said.
“At the end of the day, we feel 

the Lord brought us together as a 
committee specifically for the recom-
mendation of Russell Moore,” Pile 
said, adding the new ERLC presi-
dent “will be a friend to Arkansas 
Baptists.” 

“Being a native Mississippian, 
he understands the South. He un-
derstands about a smaller state. He 

understands about a more 
rural state. He’ll understand 
Southern Baptists, but very 
much understand Arkansas 
Baptists,” Piles said.

Moore’s election means 
he will be only the second 
ERLC president in the last 
quarter of a century. Moore 
succeeds Land, who will re-
tire upon the completion of 
25 years leading the entity.

“I am delighted that the Holy 
Spirit has led the ERLC’s trustees 
to Dr. Russell Moore as the commis-
sion’s next president,” Land said. 
“Dr. Moore is a godly Christian min-
ister, a devoted husband and father 
and a convictional, committed Bap-
tist. His excellent academic prepara-
tion, combined with his keen mind 
and his tender heart for God and 
His people, make him a person 
uniquely suited to serve our Savior 

and Southern Baptists in this crucial 
role at such a critical moment in our 
nation’s history.”

Moore will begin his new respon-
sibilities June 1. At that time, Land 
will become the entity’s president 
emeritus, an honor bestowed on 
him by trustees in September.

Moore has served since 2004 as 
dean of the school of theology and 
senior vice president for academic 
administration at Southern Semi-
nary. He joined the faculty in 2001 
as professor of Christian theology 
and ethics and continues in that 
role.

He was preaching pastor at a cam-
pus of Highview Baptist Church in 
Louisville from 2008-2012. While 

a student at New Orleans Baptist 
Theological Seminary, Moore was 
associate pastor at Bay Vista Baptist 
Church in Biloxi, Miss.

Before attending seminary, 
Moore served for four years as an 
aide to pro-life Democratic Con-
gressman Gene Taylor of Missis-
sippi.

Moore and his wife, Maria, are 
the parents of five sons. He is a 
leading voice in the growing pro-
adoption movement among evan-
gelicals. He is author of the 2009 
book “Adopted for Life: The Priority 
of Adoption for Christian Families 
and Churches.”

Complied from Baptist Press and Ar-
kansas Baptist News reports.

Piles

Moore

continued from page one
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He explained that aspects of this 
strategy include “providing train-
ing for potential church planters 
through our eight-week urban insti-
tute, networking with churches that 
provide sponsorship for potential 
planters and networking with asso-
ciational missionaries to assist them 
with strategies to reach their com-
munities.”

“The purpose of the strategy is to 
raise up and train African-American 
planters to expand the kingdom in 
Little Rock and Delta region,” he 
said.

Although it is a three-stage strat-
egy that will take several more years 
to complete, there have already been 
results. 

According to Jacobs, results in-
clude five new churches planted 
in the last two years, more than 20 
potential church planters trained 
through the urban institute, an in-
crease in the number of sponsor 
churches, two college partnerships 

being developed and the potential 
for starting another five African-
American churches this year.

“Churches can get involved by 
sponsoring new church plants in 
different ways in partnership with 
the Arkansas Baptist State Conven-
tion and can be assisted with demo-
graphics and training to help them 
understand the communities they 
are targeting,” Jacobs said.  

Since 1998, the number of non-
Anglo Southern Baptist (SBC) 
churches has increased more than 
66 percent – from slightly more than 
6,000 in 1998 to about 10,000 in 
2011, a Baptist Press article reported.

The article added that the “largest 
jump in non-Anglo congregations 
within the SBC from 1998 to 2011 
has predominantly come from an 
82.7 percent increase in the num-
ber of African-American congrega-
tions.” 

“Non-Anglo congregations now 
account for nearly 20 percent of the 
SBC, compared to 13.4 percent in 
1998,” and about 5 percent in 1990, 
the article said.

Contact Jessica Vanderpool at jes-
sica@arkansasbaptist.org.
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Stories of interest to Arkansas Baptists 

more fellowship.”
Baker and Dennis Wilkins, inter-

im pastor of 47th Street Baptist, met 
about a year ago following a Sunday 
night service at 47th Street. The two 
men visited after the service and be-
came friends and prayer partners.

“He sends me prayer texts every 
Sunday,” Baker smiled. “If I don’t 
get it I say, ‘Hey, where’s my prayer 
text at, man!’”

“He can’t preach if I don’t send 
that,” said Wilkins with a chuckle.

Baker presented the idea of New 
Covenant and 47th Street partner-
ing together to hold a community 
outreach event.

“I approached brother Dennis 
with the idea, and we both just said, 
‘Great idea. Let’s do it,’ no hesita-
tion at all,” said Baker. “We each 
hold the same event; it’s just at dif-
ferent times. So we’re wanting to 
hold it together, that way we reach 
the whole neighborhood, the whole 
immediate area. It’s a beginning. … 

continued from page one

PARTNERS The community will see us coming 
together,” said Baker.

“We both have the same moti-
vation. We want to penetrate the 
community for Jesus Christ. Even 
though we are only about three 
blocks apart, there are almost differ-
ent communities that we are trying 
to reach. We decided to pool our 
efforts,” said Wilkins.

“We are predominantly a tradi-
tional white church, and the neigh-
borhood around us is becoming 
more and more racially diverse. I 
think it’s (the block party) going to 
be able to demonstrate to people in 
this community that, even though 
we may be a traditional white 
church, we are very open to social-
izing, to fellowshipping, to serving 
Jesus with whomever, no matter 
what their race,” said Wilkins, add-
ing, “I think the whole concept too 
will just break down some of the 
walls of racial barriers that we build 
up.”

Baker said he believes churches 
can more effectively share Christ 
through cooperation. 

“We can do it better together. 
God gives us different backgrounds 

for a reason, different cultures for 
a reason, because there are people 
that brother Dennis can reach that 
I could never reach for Christ and 
there are people that I can reach that 
brother Dennis would never be able 
to reach for Christ,” said Baker.

“I believe it’s going to involve 
other churches, and it’s going to get 
larger and larger. And more people 
are going to come to Christ than 
if we don’t do it,” he said, adding,  
“The key to it is brother Dennis’ 
love for Christ is the same as my love 
for Christ and we realize that we are 
working for the same Boss.”

The two men also understand 
their neighborhood is no longer 
simply black and white.

“Our neighborhood here is not 
just black and white, but it is also 
Hispanic. So we are reaching out to 
them. We are going to have inter-
preters there, so that they will feel 
welcome too,” Baker explained.

“I believe that it’s such a good 
thing that other churches are going 
to want to get involved with it and 
it’s going to grow,” he said.

Contact Caleb Yarbrough at caleb@
arkansasbaptist.org.

ABN Day of Prayer set for May 19
BAPTISTS ACROSS Arkansas are 
once again being asked to pray dur-
ing May for the work of their state 
newspaper and for the work being 
done across Arkansas through the 
ministry of Arkansas Baptist church-
es and institutions.

“The Arkansas Baptist News (ABN) 
Day of Prayer on May 19 is a won-
derful opportunity to bring atten-
tion to the significant work God is 
doing through Arkansas Baptists 
across the Natural State,” said Tim 
Yarbrough, ABN editor. 

“While the staff and trustees 
of the Arkansas Baptist News covet 
prayers for the work we do in fur-
thering the gospel, we feel it is im-
portant to bring attention to the en-
tire scope of the ministries being car-
ried out by Arkansas Baptists, their 

churches and institutions,” he said.
Yarbrough said the focal Scrip-

ture passage for the Day of Prayer 
in 2013 is Psalm 96:3 (NASB): “Tell 
of His glory among the 
nations, His wonder-
ful deeds among all the 
peoples.”

“We feel Psalm 96:3 
illustrates appropriately 
what we do as we strive 
to tell the story of God’s 
work among Arkansas 
Baptists and to bring 
fame to Jesus Christ 
throughout Arkansas, 
our nation and around 
the world,” said Yar-
brough.

The plan for this year’s Day of 
Prayer is to mail a special bulletin in-

sert to all Arkansas Baptist churches 
for distribution on May 19 or the 
following Sunday. 

The insert is being produced by 
the ABN in cooperation 
with the Arkansas Bap-
tist State Convention 
executive support team.

Members of the ABN 
staff and board of di-
rectors are available 
to speak on May 19 or 
other times during May 
to support the emphasis. 
If you would like to re-
quest a speaker for your 
church for a Sunday 
morning or evening or a 

Wednesday night, please contact the 
ABN at abn@arkansasbaptist.org or 
call 501-376-4791, ext. 5153.

Campers give back with  ‘Mission Siloam’
SILOAM SPRINGS – Ninety-one 
campers from across Arkansas con-
verged on Camp Siloam (Arkansas 
Baptist Assembly) to assist with a 
backyard Bible club, other ministries 
and to help the camp get ready for 
the summer.

“We love it (Mission Siloam) be-
cause we get to connect with our 
campers on a deeper level. The 
speakers introduce fundamental 
concepts of missions, the campers 
do a variety of mission work, they 
impact our local community with 
the gospel and give back to the camp 
they love,” said Jason Wilkie, execu-
tive director.

Mission Siloam is an introducto-
ry missions experience for campers 
age 9 and older, said Wilkie.

Campers contributed to summer 
camp by constructing the set for the 
summer play, repairing the putt-putt 
golf course, painting bunkhouses, 
cleaning up the grounds, repairing 
facilities, constructing a new “gaga” 
ball pit and installing barrier for a 
bouldering wall, said Wilkie.

“Campers used the vans to con-
duct vacation Bible schools in apart-
ment complexes in Springdale and 
Stillwell, Okla. Campers also did 
work in Cross Church’s Compas-
sion Center and Siloam Springs’ 
Hunger and Thirst ministry,” he 
said.

Whitney Prewitt, a training coor-
dinator at Southwest Baptist Univer-
sity in Bolivar, Mo., spoke to camp-
ers about international missions 

during evening worship services.  
“Combining the service element 

with quiet times, group times and 
worship provides all of the elements 
we look for in a good missions pro-
gram,” Prewitt said. 

Arkansas Baptist State Conven-
tion disaster relief and Harvard Av-
enue Baptist Church provided meals 
for campers during the event. 

Churches participating were First 
Baptist Church, Beebe; First Baptist 
Church, Gentry; Cadron Ridge Bap-
tist Church, Conway; First Baptist 
Church, Lincoln; Grace Christian 
Fellowship, Crossett; Geyer Springs 
First Baptist Church, Little Rock; 
Sugarloaf Baptist Church, Heber 
Springs, and Dell Baptist Church, 
Dell.  

‘Tell of His glory’ 

Billy Graham named 
‘Evangelist of Century’
JEFFERSON CITY, Tenn. – 
Carson-Newman University has 
named Billy Graham “Evangelist 
of the 20th Century.” The recog-
nition was presented to Graham 
at his home in Montreat, N.C., by 
Carson-Newman University Pres-
ident J. Randall O’Brien. “I am 
thankful to Dr. O’Brien and Car-
son-Newman University for the 
honor of receiving the ‘Evangelist 
of the 20th Century Award,’” said 
Graham.

National Day of Prayer 
set for May 2 in U.S.
CHURCHES ACROSS the Unit-
ed States are making plans to join 
with their communities to pray 
on Thursday, May 2 during the 
National Day of Prayer. Accord-
ing to the website of the Nation-
al Day of Prayer, the first call to 
prayer was issued in 1775 when 
the Continental Congress asked 
the colonies to pray for wisdom 
as a nation was being formed. In 
1863, President Abraham Lincoln 
issued a proclamation for a day of 
prayer. In 1952, Congress estab-
lished a day of prayer and Presi-
dent Harry Truman signed it into 
law. In 1988, President Ronald 
Reagan signed an amended law 
that set the first Thursday of May 
as an annual day of prayer. For 
more information visit http://
nationaldayofprayer.org.

First Baptist, Dallas,
opens $130M campus 
DALLAS (BP) – First Baptist 
Church, Dallas, celebrated with 
two services the grand opening of 
its $130-million, 500,000-square-
foot campus in downtown 
Dallas on Easter Sunday. The 
11,000-member church is calling 
its venture the “largest church 
building project in modern his-
tory,” the result of a campaign 
the congregation began in 2009, 
under the leadership of Robert 
Jeffress, senior pastor. “At a time 
when suburban megachurches are 
the norm and research shows that 
many people no longer feel the 
church is relevant, First Baptist 
is committed to the Bible and to 
downtown Dallas,” Jeffress said in 
a press release. “People are hungry 
not for religion, but for the Word 
of God. First Baptist, Dallas, is 
built on the Bible, and because 
of that, we are growing.” The new 
campus retains the landmark 
1890 sanctuary, adding a 3,000-
seat worship center.
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ABN survey findings: anticipated and surprising
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PRESSING 
ON 

Tim Yarbrough

Surveying the readership of a 
given publication is guesswork 

at best, as results typically come 
down to the opinions of who actu-
ally took time to complete a survey.

The Arkansas Baptist News (ABN) 
asked its readers to respond to 
a number of questions in 2012, 
which included information about  
their age, gender, role in the local 
church and stories and features 
they would like to see in the ABN, 
as well as other publications they 
read.

Survey results were both antici-
pated – and surprising.

With a paid circulation of 
about 20,000, the ABN is read by 
Arkansas Baptists who look to it 
for news and information on mis-
sions, happenings in the Arkansas 
Baptist State Convention (ABSC), 
as well as the activities of its local 
churches.

Not surprisingly, Arkansas Bap-
tist members, ministry leaders, 

Cartoon by Gary Thomas   

church staff and pastors rated their 
interest in the ABN’s coverage of 
the ABSC highly, with 60 percent 
of those responding saying they 
want to read 
stories about 
the ministries 
and activities 
of the state 
convention.

Specific 
ministries 
and features 
readers want 
to see in the ABN include stories 
about new church starts (55 per-
cent), evangelism (54 percent) and 
Across Arkansas (46 percent). 

Arkansas Baptists responding 
to the survey overwhelmingly in-
dicated they want to see the ABN 
publish more feature articles (45 
percent). More specifically, read-
ers want additional feature stories 
about Arkansas Baptist pastors, 
members and other church min-

istries (44 percent). When added 
together, all features requested com-
prise a whopping 90 percent!

Rounding out the top 10 types 
of stories and/
or content readers 
ranked as wanting 
to see and as im-
portant were stories 
about the Southern 
Baptist Convention 
(42 percent), letters 
to the editor (39 
percent), editorials 

(37 percent) and book reviews (34 
percent). 

Beyond the top 10 content 
areas, other popular items readers 
pointed to in the survey included 
the ABN Digest (published on Page 
3) and the cartoon that appears on 
the ABN opinion pages.

Respondents indicated they 
would like to see more information 
about missions and mission orga-
nizations and more recipes, puzzles 

and Baptist sports articles.
The demographic of those com-

pleting the survey included pastors 
(full-time, part-time, bi-vocational 
and retired), other staff members 
and lay members. 

The average age of those respond-
ing to the survey were 61 or older 
(58 percent), 51-60 (12 percent), 
41-50 (19 percent), 31-40 (8 per-
cent) and 19-30 (1 percent). The 
gender of those completing the sur-
vey was 80 percent female and 20 
percent male.

Other than the ABN, survey re-
spondents indicated they read the 
following regularly: the Arkansas 
Baptist News Facebook page, their 
local newspaper, Baptist Press, vari-
ous devotion guides such as “Our 
Daily Bread” and “Open Win-
dows,” books by Christian authors, 
Christianity Today and, of course, 
the Bible.

Tim Yarbrough is editor of the Ar-
kansas Baptist News.

What if gay marriage goes nationwide?
I f, as many believe, the framers 

of the Constitution held Judeo-
Christian values, they saw the social 
benefits of the freedom to spread 
religious ideals. And certainly it is 
easy to assert that same-sex marriage 
does not fit with the Judeo-Chris-
tian worldview.

But what if, in this liberal democ-
racy, Christians find themselves in 

the cultural minority and same-sex 
marriage is legalized? How will 
those who identify as followers of 
Christ react to such a monumental 
shift in the culture?

Christians should not let such 
a thing rattle their faith. Cultural 
disgust should not stop the work of 
the kingdom.

And we must think about this: 

How will our response affect our 
children?

I can remember as a young 8-year-
old boy, observing my father during 
the 1996 presidential election. An 
avowed politically conservative, pro-
family and pro-
life citizen, my 
father would 
watch and 
comment as 
the campaigns 
unfolded. He 
may not have 
realized it, but 
I was watching his every move.

I still have memories of him 
watching the campaign speeches, 
the TV ads and the news reports. 
I still remember his demeanor as 
drastically different from other 
adults I observed. Some in our 
church were disgusted with the elec-
tion’s results. My father’s reaction 
was different. He was not shaken. 
To this day, he is the most unwaver-
ing man I know, and this speaks 
volumes to his child. For those of 
you who are parents, heed this: 
How you react to the world and the 

happenings in it will set an example 
for your children.

We can’t simply stop paying our 
taxes because we don’t like how 
things are going, remembering the 
Apostle Paul’s words in Romans 

13: “Everyone 
must submit to the 
governing authori-
ties, for there is no 
authority except 
from God, and 
those that exist are 
instituted by God. 
So then, the one 

who resists the authority is oppos-
ing God’s command, and those 
who oppose it will bring judgment 
on themselves.” Until we are forced 
to do something contrary to the 
will of our Lord, we must obey the 
law to the fullest. 

We must hold strong in our faith 
because people will see the glory of 
the God Most High, and He will be 
praised.

Mark Heath is a former Christian 
worker in Iraq and currently a student 
at Southeastern Baptist Theological 
Seminary in Wake Forest, N.C.

VIEWPOINT
Mark Heath   

 Southeastern Seminary
Wake Forrest, N.C.    

Submit letters to the editor to tim@arkansasbaptist.org.
Read below for guidelines.
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T his is one of the most shocking statistics that I 
have read: nine out of 10 Southern Baptists have 

never led another person to trust in Jesus as Savior. 
That astounds me every time I see it. Nine of 10 people 
in our churches will attend church claiming to believe 
Jesus loved them so much He died in their place to 
ransom them from an eternity in hell. All of the people 
who came to church this past Easter did so because 
ostensibly they believe Jesus rose 
again conquering death. Despite 
the profound nature of those 
claims, they fail to convince one 
other person to make the same 
faith decision.  

Paul shares his testimony in 1 
Timothy 1:12-16, listing several 
reasons why evangelism must be 
understood as an integral part of 
every Christian’s life. First, Paul 
strongly affirms this truth – Jesus’ primary purpose in 
coming was to “save sinners.” To embrace Jesus is to 
embrace what Jesus embraces. You cannot follow Jesus 
without following His primary purpose. God’s will for 
each of our lives is for us to be remade into the image 
of Jesus. There is no similarity without reaching sin-
ners. If your life does not reflect this purpose, then how 
can it reflect Jesus?

Second, Paul gives his testimony as “the chief of all 
sinners” and recipient of God’s “exceedingly abundant 
grace.” When you consider what Jesus did for you, how 
could you fail to give Him honor by sharing the good 
news? Jesus literally died for the full slate of sins from 
every day of your life. It is a disgrace to grace to fail to 
share the good news that you chose to believe. Con-
sider for one quiet moment the extent of your sin. Jesus 

saved you from all of that, but He also saved you into 
the plan of the gospel. Paul clearly states he was saved 
for one purpose: to be an example. To be saved by the 
gospel is to be saved to the gospel. It is only a selfish-
ness that defies description that trusts in the gospel 
without joining its advancement.  

Third, every Christian is already equipped to be 
an evangelist. Paul shares his testimony and then says 

it is an “example to those who would 
believe.” Every person who trusts Jesus 
is equipped with a blood-bought, super-
naturally victorious testimony of salva-
tion. Paul shares his testimony and then 
explains it is there to be used to share 
the gospel. No amount of theological 
training will ever trump the power of a 
changed life. Share your miraculous tes-
timony of eternal salvation by the work 
of the Almighty Creator God through 

Jesus. It is more than powerful. 
Finally, Paul believes the gospel saves. He looks to 

“those who are going to believe.” We share Jesus be-
cause we do believe He saves. What does it say about 
someone’s faith in the gospel if they do not share it? 
How can we claim to believe in the power of the gospel 
and never speak? We would never shirk from sharing 
the gospel in fear if we truly believed people would be 
saved. This Easter season show you believe in the power 
of the gospel by inviting someone to church to meet 
Jesus. Share your testimony with a friend. Paul did, and 
the world will never be the same. You can impact the 
world around you in the same way. Tell someone about 
the “exceeding abundant” grace of God that saved you.      

Greg Addison is president of the Arkansas Baptist State 
Convention and pastor of First Baptist Church, Cabot.

Most Baptists don’t share Jesus!Baptists Ask
I’ve noticed that the Old 
Testament prophets were 
a diverse group. Did they 
have much in common  
with each other? 

W hile the Old Testament 
prophets had some 

unique features that were as dis-
tinctive as their personalities, 
a survey of them reveals some 
traits they all possessed.

First, they had a profound 
religious 
experi-
ence. Some 
prophets 
(Moses, 
Ezekiel) 
had daz-
zling calls 
from God, 
while oth-
ers (Amos, 
Jeremiah) were milder in tone. 
Regardless, all of them received 
a definitive call into ministry.

Second, they were not in 
conflict with other past proph-
ets. Nearly every Old Testament 
prophet had the same message: 
God is sovereign, judgment 
is inevitable and salvation is 
available. Each prophet spoke 
to a different audience. Their 
message was the same, but their 
recipients were unique.

Third, they had strong ethi-
cal and moral content in their 
speeches. Though prophets 
declared messages about the 
Messiah, the Day of the Lord 
and end times, they spoke more 
about the people’s moral be-
havior than any other message. 
They often focused on the dis-
connect between the Israelites’ 
reverent beliefs and their sinful 
lifestyle.

Fourth, the Spirit of God 
possessed the prophets. Their 
messages frequently began, 
“Thus says the Lord.” Some-
times God spoke to them di-
rectly; other times he sent them 
dreams. Sometimes God gave 
them object lessons as a meta-
phor for Israel. Irrespective of 
how the message was conveyed, 
they always credited God as 
their source.  

Fifth, they identified with 
the people. No Old Testament 
prophet lived in an “ivory 
tower.” They all lived among 
the people they served and 
were often persecuted by them.   
Jeremiah endangered his life 
while preaching the truth.  

These five characteristics not 
only describe an Old Testament 
prophet, they also depict any 
person who feels the call into 
ministry today.

Ken Gore chairs the Williams 
Baptist College department of 
Christian studies.

Gore

PRESIDENT’S
PERSPECTIVE

Greg Addison

Lessons from Uncle Charlie
F or as long as I can remember, I have always en-

joyed fishing. It all started at the age of 4 when 
Uncle Charlie knocked on the door. As an oil field 
worker, Uncle Charlie was often out of the country. 
But, when he came home, he would always invite me 
over for cookies and milk and bring me coins and tell 
me stories from those exotic places like Egypt, Israel 
and Saudi Arabia. 

“Got somethin’ special for ya, Eric!” he yelled 
through the screen door one day. 

I ran out on the porch as he reached into a brown 
paper bag and pulled out a blue plastic box.  

“What’s that?” I asked.  
“This is your very own tackle 

box,” he said. 
“For playing football?” I 

asked.  
“Not that kind of tackle,” he 

chuckled, hugging me tightly. 
“This is all the stuff you need 
for fishing.”

He opened the box and 
showed me the bobbers, sink-
ers, hooks, swivels and a chain stringer. I remember 
thinking I would rather have some cool coins. Then 
he reached around the corner of the porch and 
pulled out a long cane pole.  

“And this is your very own fishin’ pole!” he ex-
claimed. “And we’re goin’ fishin’!”  

My mom had already packed us a sack lunch. 
“Have fun!” she said as I climbed into Uncle Char-

lie’s red pickup.
When we arrived and got positioned on the bank, 

Uncle Charlie baited my hook with a big worm and 
helped me cast it out about 15 feet from shore. 

“Watch that bobber,” he said. “When you see it go 
under, give it a hard yank.” 

I had just put a piece of beef jerky in my mouth 

when the bobber plunged under the surface of the 
water and my line went tight. 

“Hold on!” Uncle Charlie yelled as he grabbed 
ahold of the back of my trousers. The pole was drag-
ging me into the water! “Don’t let go!” he exclaimed. 

My feet came off the ground as I was suspended 
between the fishing pole and Uncle Charlie’s fist on 
my belt. Finally, we pulled the fish up onto the bank: 
a 6-pound carp! I was hooked.

Jesus told His disciples that they would be “fishers 
of men.” But it seems that many disciples today just 
aren’t passionate about sharing their faith. Here are 

four lessons I learned from Uncle Char-
lie: (1) You learn to fish by doing it. 
Uncle Charlie “took me fishing” – he 
did not “send me fishing.” (2) It is not 
necessary to understand the “science of 
fishing” to catch a fish. Uncle Charlie 
did not explain how he chose the loca-
tion, the bait, the size of the hook or 
the size of the bobber. He just took me 
fishing. (3) Charlie was there for me. 
Uncle Charlie cheered me on, held 

onto me and helped me drag the fish to the bank. 
I trusted him. (4) Passion comes from doing it, not 
from being taught about it. But, after developing a 
passion for fishing, I have become a lifelong fishing 
learner.

As we make disciples and teach them to be “fishers 
of men,” we can apply each of these lessons learned 
from Uncle Charlie. Too often we expect church 
members to read about it, study it and memorize an 
outline – and we wonder why there is no passion to 
do it.  Be an “Uncle Charlie.”  Remember, passion is 
caught, not taught.  Help others catch it!

Eric W. Ramsey is an evangelist, author and cross-cul-
tural communication strategist serving as president of Tom 
Cox World Ministries (TCWM) based in Mountainburg.

ANSWERING
THE CALL

Eric Ramsey

Read more columns and opinion articles online at www.arkansasbaptist.org/columns
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ANDY BROWN had experienced 
God at work during his time as pas-
tor of Elliott Baptist Church, Cam-
den, and he admittedly was “not 
looking for new or other opportuni-
ties in ministry.”

“We were happy where we were 
serving, but God had other plans,” 
shared Brown, who now serves as 
lead church planter and pastor of 
The Landing Church Seattle, locat-
ed 20 minutes north of downtown 
Seattle in the city of Kenmore.

He said it was when he traveled to 
Seattle in May to perform a wedding 
that he learned that “96 percent of 
the 4.2 million people in Seattle are 
unchurched.”

“God broke my heart for the lost-
ness here, and soon after returning 
to Arkansas after the wedding, we 
began to pray for God’s will on our 
lives,” he said. “It became undeni-
ably clear that we were to become 
missionaries to Seattle and start 
churches.”

Brown resigned from Elliott Bap-
tist Church in August and began 
raising support. He and his family 
moved to Seattle in January. Though 
they have not begun holding regular 
services yet, they are holding “sneak 

‘The Landing’ seeks to reach Seattle area’s lost
peak” services and are “focusing on 
serving in the community right now, 
discipleship and leadership train-
ing,” said Brown. They will also start 
small group ministry in April, and 
he said they plan to hold preview 
services prior to publically launch-
ing in November.

Some of the ways they have served 
the community have included work-
ing at a local elementary school and 
clearing blackberry bushes for 
the city of Kenmore. 

An email from the vol-
unteer and events coordina-
tor for the city of Kenmore 
shared the city’s gratitude, 
reading: “I wanted to send 
you all a quick email to let 
you know how much we ap-
preciated your group coming 
to Kenmore. I know battling black-
berry bushes and mulching is not 
the most exciting project to tackle, 
but I was very impressed with the 
enthusiasm and energy your group 
brought to this project.”

Mission teams from two Cam-
den churches – Calvary Baptist and 
Hillside Baptist – recently came to 
serve alongside The Landing. Other 
churches from a number of states 
are scheduled for mission trips and 
vision trips in the future.

“Our focus right now is seeing 

people come to Jesus and teach-
ing them how to serve others, both 
in our community and within the 
church,” Brown said. “My vision for 
The Landing is to become a training 
and equipping center for sending 
out missionaries to the ends of the 
earth with the gospel.”

But although his father was a pas-
tor, Brown has not always been so 
keen on serving the Lord. Brown 

said he began drinking at age 
12, was an alcoholic by his 
early 20s and was completely 
out of the church from ages 
17 through 27.

“In January of 2006, I hit 
rock bottom, and in despera-
tion, I turned to Jesus and 
recommitted my life to Him. 
... In January of 2007, I an-

swered His call on my life to preach 
the gospel and pastor churches.”

He said Jeff Crawford, teaching 
pastor at Cross Church in northwest 
Arkansas and president of the new 
Cross Church School of Ministry 
(then pastor of Grand Avenue Bap-
tist Church, Fort Smith), discipled 
him and invested in his life.

“He believed in me when no one 
should have,” he said. “Since that 
time, I have always taken any pos-
sible opportunity to share the gos-
pel. ... In short, Jesus has healed me 

and changed my life, and now I get 
to tell others that He can and will do 
the same for them if they will believe 
and follow Him.”

Breck Freeman, Arkansas Baptist 
State Convention (ABSC) missions 
ministries team member, connected 
with Brown when he served at El-
liott Baptist. 

“He did a super job – that church 
grew in attendance and offering,” 
Freeman said. “He’s a great leader. 
… We should be proud as Arkansans 
that he was one God called out to 
serve in Seattle.”

Freeman explained that the con-
vention was influential in Brown’s 
ministry at Elliott Baptist and 
helped him with block parties and 
other mission projects. 

“Some funding came through the 
Dixie Jackson Arkansas Missions Of-
fering to help him accomplish those 
things,” Freeman said, adding, “We, 
as a state, see how the Dixie Jackson 
offering has blessed a local Southern 
Baptist church’s pastor, and now, 
in turn, we’re seeing a man called 
out to do North American mission 
work.”

Freeman’s fellow missions minis-
tries team member, Dave McClung, 
played an instrumental part in help-

See LANDING page 11

Brown
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Were you born to be remembered?
H ow do you want to be remembered? In-

tellectually at least, we all know we are 
going to die (unless Jesus returns first). We are 
here on Earth for a limited amount of time. 
What mark will we leave on Earth? What lega-
cy will we leave behind?

At the Arkansas Baptist Foundation, we  
regularly help people leave legacies in their es-
tate plans for their families and ministries they 

love. After the donors die, we often have the 
sacred honor of managing legacies for genera-
tions. We even remember the names of people 
whose families in successive generations have 
long since forgotten. (Can you name all your 
great-grandparents?)

Legacies can be much more than a financial 
inheritance for children or an endowment for 
ministry. Can you leave your values and your 

morals to your family and friends? Can you 
implant desired principles and practices into 
the lives of others? Parents seek ways to do this 
while they raise their children. What can be 
done to leave a lasting legacy?

In addition to your estate plan, you might 
consider writing your life story where you in-

FOR MORE THAN 60 YEARS, the 
Arkansas Baptist Foundation has quietly 
served alongside its ministries and mem-
bers, helping them grow their resources 
into a lasting legacy that will affect both 
their own lives and the lives of those 
around them. With an abundance of 
available resources, the Foundation staff 
is ready to help you prepare for your fu-
ture and make a lasting impact.

See LEGACY continued inside

Arkansas 
Baptist 
Foundation

Focus on:



A day in the lives of the ABF staff
I spoke on the phone recently with a couple 

of retired International Mission Board mis-
sionaries. They had retired to northeast Arkansas 
and needed to update their wills. I told them we 

were happy to help them 
with their estate planning. 
I also reminded them we 
provide this service to all 
ordained ministers and 
missionaries in the state 
free of charge.

Later, a 60-year-old 
couple from west Arkansas 
stopped by for an estate 
planning review. They let 
me know of their desire to 
provide for their children 
at their deaths and pos-
sibly provide a scholarship 

at each of their alma maters, Ouachita Baptist 
University and Williams Baptist College. I ex-
plained to them that a charitable remainder trust 
could pay out income to their children for 20 
years and then be used to set up the scholarship 
fund they had in mind. I also reminded them of 
the tax benefits this plan would provide, because 
a good portion of their estate was held in retire-
ment accounts. Since they were leaving a gift of at 
least 10 percent of their estate to charity, I drafted 
the estate planning documents for them to review 
and sign with their local attorney. 

Next, I corresponded with a successful busi-
nessman in northwest Arkansas. He had just read 
in The Wall Street Journal that the top income tax 
rate would be 39.6 percent and that the capital 
gains tax could be as high as 23.8 percent for the 
highest income groups in 2013. I reminded him 

the Arkansas Baptist Foundation could help him 
sell stock free of charge and send the proceeds to 
his church, a Baptist college or other ministry. I 
reminded him charities don’t have to pay capital 
gains tax, so he would avoid that tax altogether. 
He was relieved to know he would be able to 
claim an income tax deduction for the full fair 
market value of the stock.

Finally, I met with a young couple from a 
Baptist church in south Arkansas. They had some 
general questions about guardians for their chil-
dren and wanted to know the difference between 

a will and a revocable trust. They asked if I could 
meet with them, even though they were planning 
on leaving their entire estate to their young chil-
dren. I told them we are happy to provide infor-
mation and advice to all Baptist church members 
at any stage of life and could refer them to an 
attorney if they needed help finding one. 

These are just a few of the ways we are blessed 
to work with Arkansas Baptists every day. Please 
let us know how we can help you.

Tim Dockery is general counsel at the Arkansas 
Baptist Foundation.

Tim Dockery

Arkansas Baptist 
Foundation

The staff at the Arkansas Baptist Foundation are dedicated to helping people use their resources wisely. Back from left: Jason 
Tolbert, Tim Dockery, Bob Oliver, René Zimny and David Moore. Front from left: Laura McCarley, Diane Sumners, Shelli Johnston 
and Jason Bennett. 



Stewarding your stuff
J ohn and Mary are scaling down 

by moving to a smaller patio 
home. Many of the items they 
formerly considered valuable and 

even senti-
mental are 
now consid-
ered “stuff” 
they have to 
give away or 
sell. They 
now call 
everything 
they own 
(furniture, 
jewelry, cars, 
cash, stocks, 
bonds, busi-
nesses, real 

estate, etc.) “stuff.”
But wait a minute – they are not 

really the owners. Stuff can also 
be defined as the “material out of 
which anything is made.” If God 
is the Creator, then He is the One 
who made all the stuff. If He made, 
created and provided it, then ulti-
mately all stuff is His.  

I first realized this as a teenager. 
My father was a car dealer and we 
sold a lady a brand-new Oldsmobile 
98, one of the most expensive cars 
in our shop. On her way home, 
someone ran a stop sign and broad-
sided her. She wasn’t injured, but 
it almost totaled her new car. I 
was dispatched to drive her home 
while our wrecker picked up the 
damaged car. On the way home, I 
told her how sorry I was about her 

brand-new car. I’ll never forget her 
attitude. 

“Son, that’s not my car. It belongs 
to God,” she said. “I have no idea 
why God wanted His car wrecked, 
but He did. Now He will just have 
to get it fixed or replace it.”

I was shocked by such an atti-
tude. My initial response was, “But 
you will pay for the repairs?” 

She laughed and said, “Yes, me 
and my insurance company.” 

The lingering reaction, however, 
was the reminder that she under-
stood – everything really belongs to 
God.

A “steward” is a manager or a 
trustee. While the Arkansas Baptist 
Foundation holds legal title as trust-
ee to millions of dollars in assets – 
all of it really belongs to others – so 
we as individuals hold legal title as 
trustee to our houses and cars and 
investments. 

In the parable of the talents 
(Matt. 25:14-30), the master left vari-
ous amounts to the management of 
three servants while he was away. 
They were stewards of the master’s 
property, but one day the master 
came back to claim his property and 
evaluate their stewardship. In the 
same way, one day we will give an ac-
counting of our stewardship to God 
for managing His stuff.

The Foundation’s mission is to 
help God’s people manage God’s 
stuff more effectively!

David Moore is president of the 
Arkansas Baptist Foundation.

David Moore

Arkansas Baptist 
Foundation

THESE NAMES are only illustra-
tive of the more than 1,100 accounts 
managed by the Arkansas Baptist 
Foundation. These individuals have 
died, but are remembered (often by 
their gifts and sometimes by the gifts 
of others). These are the individuals 
with whom the Foundation worked 
or whose names were affixed to the 
memorial account. Should your 
name be on this list one day?

– Frank and Carol Allan
– Ezra Amos
– Charles Ashcraft
– Royce Aston
– Bea Bell
– Dr. Carl and Evelyn Binns
– Frances Bowlan
– Buford and Marion Bracy
– Clinton and Bedell Bray
– Ben and Vivian Bridges
– Adam Brown
– Adele and May Adell Browning
– Ish and Oldean Cain
– Earnestine Camp
– Harvey Clanton
– Elma Cobb
– Dorothy Cooper
– Nancy Cooper
– Ralph Davis
– Louise and Lois Dennis
– Ralph Douglas
– Burl and Ruth Fowler
– Kenneth and Della France
– Rachel Fuller
– Robert Fuller

– Delbert and Robbie Garrett
– Charles and Geraldine Hall
– Dr. Edward P. Hammons
– Dell and Mildred Hathorn
– Harold and Mary Heinlein
– Grover Hemphill, Sr. and Jr.
– Durward Hester
– Ray and Agnes Hood 
– Ila Hooper
– Harvey and Bernice Jones
– George and Ruth Jordan
– Monica Keathley
– Jacob and Alene King
– Miss Glenn and W. D. Kirkland
– Bud, Margie and Doris Lackie
– Deslie and Royetta Lawson
– Edward and Kathryn Maddox
– Leonard and Frances Marbury
– Ossie Dee Miller
– Mattie Mizell
– Dr. Nell Mondy
– Curtis and Myrtice Pennington
– Louis Power
– Harriett Elizabeth Pryor
– Pat Ratton
– Raymond and Lil Robinson
– Vance and Billie Rogers
– Dr. Fred and Nellie Savage
– Leland and Ireane Stratton
– Jane Thompson
– Vernon Toombs
– Harry Trulove
– Tom and Betty Tyler
– Buck and Madalynne Van Cleve
– Ernest and Evelyn Ward
– Carl and Virginia Warren
– Lehman and Virginia Webb

Names we remember

corporate your values and prin-
ciples. If that is too great an un-
dertaking, at least write a “living 
will” or a “love letter” where you 
lay out for your family and friends 
your core principles and values. 
This is not a legally binding docu-
ment, but a place to explain your 
love, your life and your loyalties. 
You can also include information 
that can be very helpful to those 
who follow you – Where do you 
keep things that are needed? Who 
are the people who can be trusted 
to help? What do others need to 
know if you are not around? What 
are the passwords to your electron-
ic accounts?

LEGACY
continued from section cover

What about creating a visual 
reminder of your life story? You 
can tell your story on video or 
prepare a scrapbook of your life. 
Also, it is extremely effective to 
video your Christian testimony. 
At a funeral, pastors often try to 
encourage families and friends by 
telling about the decedent’s salva-
tion experience. Would it not be 
better to let them hear and see 
you tell how you met Jesus?  

You are a body, soul and spirit. 
You have feelings, beliefs, desires, 
principles, convictions, ideas, ex-
periences, joys, pains and a whole 
lot more. When you are no lon-
ger here on Earth, how much of 
you can be left? 

Since we do not know how 
long we will be on Earth, it is 
probably good to start now in 
leaving our legacies behind!

Sample Sale Scenario 
For Business or Property

1. Donor is left with half of cash from sale with little or no tax liability, a strong income for life, 
and prefunded charitable gifts for the next few months or years (future cash that would have 
been given away may now be spent on lifestyle while desired charitable gifts are made from 
the donor-advised fund).

2. Based upon current ages, capital gains liability and current Internal Revenue Service rates, 
the tax liability for the gain in the sale can be eliminated or reduced greatly by the full 
deduction of the donor-advised fund and the partial deduction of the lifetime income trust.

RESULTS:

Portion Kept Personally

Lifetime Income Trust (CRT)

40%

10%

50%

Donor-Advised Fund
Provides liquidity to pay 
any taxes and for lifestyle 
expenses.

Provides lifetime income after selling this portion 
inside a tax-exempt trust which provides a partial 
immediate income tax deduction.

Prefunds charitable gifts for next 
months or years (instead of giving out 
of future income).



Don’t just give with good intentions – give strategically
GIFT-GIVING is always a wonder-
ful thing, but there are certain prac-
tices that will help both parties truly 
benefit. 

Below are some examples and 
explanations of “giving with stra-
tegic planning,” “giving with good 
intentions” and “giving without in-
tegrity.”

Giving with 
strategic planning

– Sally gave her church some ap-
preciated stock through the Arkan-
sas Baptist Foundation. The Foun-
dation then sold the stock for the 
benefit of the church budget and 
building fund. She received an in-
come tax deduction for the fair mar-
ket value of the stock and did not 
have to pay the capital gains tax on 
the appreciation. There was no cost 
for selling the stock either.

– Before Tony sold his business, 
he put 10 percent of his company 
stock into a donor-advised fund 
(to prefund charitable gifts for sev-
eral years) and 40 percent of the 
company stock into a charitable 
remainder trust. Then he, the char-
ity holding the donor-advised fund 
and the trustee of the charitable re-
mainder trust sold the business for 
cash. This avoided having to owner-
finance the sale and left Tony with 

no tax liability for the appreciation. 
The full charitable deduction for 
the donor-advised fund and the 
partial deduction for the charitable 
remainder trust offset the capital 
gains on the portion of the stock 
that he kept personally. In the end, 
he has 50 percent of the proceeds 
with no tax liability in cash, 10 per-
cent of the proceeds in a charitable 
fund awaiting his instructions for 
distributions, and 40 percent in a 
tax-exempt charitable trust that will 
now provide Tony and his wife with 
a strong income for the rest of their 
lives. At the end of their lives, the 
charitable trust will provide an in-
credible endowment for a ministry  
they love. To replace the amounts 
for his children that were given to 
charity, Tony purchased a life insur-
ance policy (second-to-die) inside an 
irrevocable life insurance trust. He 
called it a “win-win-win” situation.

– Bill and Betty gave their fam-
ily farm to a charitable remainder 
trust. This special tax-exempt trust 
was able to sell the farm and not 
pay any immediate capital gains tax. 
The entirety of the proceeds with-
out tax was then invested to pay Bill 
and Betty a wonderful income for 
their lifetimes. After their deaths, 
the same income will go to their 
children for their lifetimes. Finally, 
the remainder will be given to three 
ministries they love. Bill and Betty 
also received an immediate partial 
income tax deduction, which saves 
them income tax today for a gift to 
support missions that will begin 
only after Bill, Betty and their chil-
dren all died.

Giving with 
good intentions

– Billy gave his 
church some depreci-
ated stock. The church 

sold the stock for its budget. George 
received an income tax deduction 

for the fair market value of the 
stock but was not able to de-

duct his losses on the stock 
price from his personal 
taxes.

– George and Nancy 
sold their business and 
then gave a tithe of the 
proceeds. They paid capital 

gains tax on all the appreciation of 
their business (instead of only on 90 
percent if they had given the tithe 
before the sale in company stock or 
units).

– Tommy and Betty gave a fam-
ily farm to their church. They se-
cured an appraisal from a qualified 
appraiser and submitted the cor-
rect forms. Although they claimed 
the gift on their taxes, the Internal 
Revenue Service (IRS) refused the 
amount, and they were forced to 
pay taxes and penalties. The prob-
lem was they did not receive the cor-
rect substantiation form from their 
church. After becoming aware of the 
problem, their church later provided 
the receipt, but the IRS would not 
accept it since it was not received 
correctly initially. (Churches and 
other charities must provide the cor-
rect substantiation of gifts or the do-
nors can be penalized severely.)

– In Acts 4:36-37, Barnabas sold 

his land and brought the proceeds 
to the church. Under our tax laws, 
it would have been better if he had 
donated the land first and let the 
church sell it since the church is ex-
empt from the capital gains tax. (It 
was a smart gift in his time!)

Giving without 
integrity

– In Acts 5, Ananias and Sapphi-
ra saw what Barnabas had done and 
they decided to sell their land and 
brought part of the proceeds to the 
church. They then told the church 
(and the IRS) that they gave the full 
amount. The IRS audited their tax 
return and caught their error. They 
both died in total shock when they 
were confronted! (That’s the mod-
ern version of the story.) This is just 
a reminder that we must be honest 
in our valuations of gifts.

Top 10 reasons to 
use Foundation services

10. To achieve a higher rate of 
safe return on church cash reserves 
and designated funds than can be 
found in the marketplace (only for 
ministries, not for individual gain).

9. To provide more money for 
ministries from vari-
ous endowments 
and scholarships 
by superior perfor-
mance with extreme-
ly low fees.

8. For expertise 
and experience in 
handling charitable 
gifts of noncash 
items like real estate, closely held 
companies, oil and gas rights, per-
sonal property, etc.

7. For free assistance in under-
standing estate planning and how 
it affects  family situations.

6. To obtain free estate plan-
ning documents for donors to 
Baptist ministries that can be used 
by their attorney. (The Founda-
tion attorney actually represents 
ordained Baptist ministers and 

their spouses.)
5. For guidance without any 

pressure in knowing how to best 
sell a business or real estate from a 
tax and charitable standpoint.

4. To understand and imple-
ment in a cost-
effective way nu-
merous charitable 
giving techniques, 
such as gift an-
nuities, charitable 
remainder funds, 
etc.

3. To secure a 
family of loved 

ones who can take care of a donor 
(assuming the donor is very chari-
table and needs the Foundation to 
manage the person and the future 
estate)

2. To establish donor-advised 
funds to provide an opportunity 
to time gifts and distributions to 
charities

1. To work with a ministry that 
has a heart to serve in the steward-
ship of one’s life and possessions.
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CHURCH SERVICES DIRECTORY

Baptistries/Steeples
Construction Sales Co., Inc.
P.O. Box 1049
Magnolia, AR 71753-1049
800-526-9663  FAX: 870-234-6475
Also laminated wood arches, beams and decking

Church Facility Planner
Sowell Architects
1315 North Street, Suite 100
Conway, AR  72034
501-450-9633 FAX: 501-450-7228
Email: rik@sowellarchitects.com
www.sowellarchitecs.com
Master planning, site analysis
and all architectural services

The BDA Design Group, Inc.
10 North State Line Avenue, Suite 201
Texarkana, AR  71854
1-800-469-1193 Fax: 870-773-0163
Email: gsdbda@cableone.net
www.bdadesign.com
Architectural, Planning, Consulting, 
Long-Range Planning, Master Plans, 
Site-Facilities Evaluations

Clements & Associates/Architecture
507 Main Street
North Little Rock, AR  72114
501-375-3380/501-375-8231 (fax)
www.clementsarchitects.com
Architectural design and Master Planning Services,
Historic Preservation Consultants

Church Furnishings
Covenant Church Furniture
SOLID WOOD CONSTRUCTION
Ozark, MO  – 800-248-8055
Email: sales@covenantchurchfurniture.com
www.covenantchurchfurniture.com
Pews, Chairs, Chancel Furniture, Upholstery, 
Baptisteries, Steeples, Cupolas, Crosses, Theater/
Auditorium Seating and Custom Wood Products

To place your business in the 
monthly Church Service 

Directory, contact Nelle at 
501-376-4791, ext. 5153, or 
nelle@arkansasbaptist.org.

Church Insurance
Michael B Russell, MA, MBA
Member, First Baptist Church, Springdale
Mike Russell & Associates
P.O. Box 709, Bentonville, AR 72712
877-715-5336, 479-657-6369 fax
www.protectmychurch.org   AR Ins. Lic. #185726
Non-profit - Church - Commercial - Employee Benefits

Kitchen Equipment
& Supplies
Aimco Equipment Co. 
10001 Colonel Glenn Rd.
Little Rock, AR 72204
501-228-0808

Lighting & Sound
American AVL
800-352-7222
Little Rock/Jackson/Ruston/New Orleans
Audio, Video, & Lighting Systems & Equipment
Ask about our free site needs AVL review

Playgrounds
Rusty Peoples - rusty@peopleslandscaping.com
479-769-0580, (toll-free) 866-388-1365 
Quality park-playground equip, surfacing & shades
Free design consultations
www.heartlandparks.com

Tim Dockery (top left), general counsel at the Arkansas Baptist Foundation, shares about the 
ministry of the Foundation at a recent Arkansas Baptist State Convention (ABSC) Partners in 
Ministry event. With Dockery is Rusty Hart, a member of the ABSC executive support team.

Partners in Ministry

ing Brown prepare to become a 
church planter. He assisted him in 
aspects such as affirming his call 
to church planting, determining 
the general target loca-
tion for his church plant 
and putting together a 
strategy for his work.

“From the first time I 
sat down with Andy and 
began to hear his heart 
and look at his vision 
and plan for that greater Seattle 
area up there, there was no doubt 
in my mind that God was going 
to do great things through him,” 
McClung said. “He is a people-
magnet, passionately evangelistic.”

The North American Mission 
Board helps fund church plant-
ers like Brown, in part, with gifts 
given through the Annie Arm-

continued from page 6

LANDING strong Easter Offering for North 
American Missions.

“Thus, we are incredibly grate-
ful for offerings such as the Annie 
Armstrong offering,” Brown said. 
“I urge you to give so that the gos-
pel can be spread to the nations, 
including our very own.”

Brown added that North Amer-
ican missionaries must 
raise the majority of 
their support.

“We do this by part-
nering with individuals, 
businesses and especial-
ly churches and associa-
tions,” he said. “Again, 

I urge you to give to Annie Arm-
strong, but also realize that your 
North American missionaries 
need your ongoing commitment 
and support.”

For more information on 
The Landing, visit www.landing-
churchseattle.com.

Contact Jessica Vanderpool at jes-
sica@arkansasbaptist.org.

WBC receives accreditation
WALNUT RIDGE – Williams Bap-
tist College has received a full, 10-
year extension of its accreditation. 
The Higher Learning Commission 
(HLC) recently concluded its regular 
review of Williams and notified the 
college that it found no concerns to 
be addressed over the next decade.

“Williams was granted continued 
accreditation without any stipula-
tions,” said Kenneth Startup, Wil-
liams’ vice president for academic 
affairs. “This was a very fine result 
of our accreditation process. We’re 
very pleased and gratified to have this 
excellent outcome.”

Williams, a four-year, liberal arts 
college in Walnut Ridge, has been 
accredited through the HLC since 
1963. HLC is the regional accredit-

ing agency for colleges and univer-
sities in Arkansas, as well as other 
states in the central United States.

An HLC team visited the Wil-
liams campus last fall to review op-
erations at the school. As part of its 
review, the team conducted fact-find-
ing interviews with faculty, admin-
istration, staff and students, as well 
as alumni, local community leaders 
and members of the Williams board 
of trustees.

“The very positive report from the 
Higher Learning Commission en-
courages the college community and 
all our friends and supporters. The 
HLC review team was clearly very fa-
vorably impressed with Williams. It’s 
a mark of validation that we prize,” 
Startup said.



12   April 4, 2013ACROSS ARKANSAS

C l a s s i f i e d s
PASTOR

First Baptist Church of Lewisville is seeking a 
pastor. Send resumes to Pastor Search Commit-
tee at P.O. Box 97 Lewisville, AR 71845 or email to 
lewfbc@whti.net.

Crosby Baptist Church in Searcy is prayerfully 
seeking a bi-vocational pastor. Please send a 
resume to darryl_womble@hotmail.com or mail 
to 390 Panther Creek Road, Searcy, AR 72143.

Temple Baptist Church is seeking a pastor. 
Submit resumes to Pastor Search Committee, P.O. 
Box 196, Waldron, AR 72958.

Elliott Baptist Church, Camden, is seeking a 
full-time pastor. Send resume to Elliott Baptist 
Church, Pastor Search Committee, 4189 Hwy. 376 
South, Camden, AR 71701. Phone: 870-231-6411.

OTHER STAFF POSITIONS

FBC, White Hall, is seeking a full-time pre-
school/children minister. Responsibilities 
include ministry to children first through fifth grade 

and preschoolers ages 2-5, supervision of paid 
nursery staff, and planning committee of 12-14 
adults. Send resume to P.O. Box 20307,  White Hall, 
AR 71612, or email to office@fbcwhitehall.com, 
Attention: Children Search Team.

Holly Springs Baptist Church in Holly Springs 
has two bi-vocational positions open - youth 
pastor and worship leader. Call David Dillard 
at 870-687-1590 for information.

Music/worship director needed at Brook-
land Baptist Church. Contact Michael at 870-761-
2916 for information.

Pleasant Hill Baptist Church, Sardis, is looking 
for a church pianist. If interested, please contact 
Ray Morris at 501-366-6517.

Calvary Baptist Church, Republic, Mo., is re-
ceiving resumes for the position of full-time 
children’s minister. This person should be a 
visionary leader with a passion for reaching chil-
dren and families. Those interested may send their 
resume to Children’s Minister Search Team, Calvary 
Baptist Church, P.O. Box 421, Republic, MO 65738. 
Resumes will be received through April 15.

Pleasant Grove Baptist Church in West Little 
Rock is looking for a part-time worship pastor 
to join our team as we strive to make a big deal of 
the BIG God we serve! Send resume to Pastor Chris 
Kinzler at ckinzler@pleasantgrovelr.org.

Star City First Baptist Church is seeking a full-
time associate pastor of students and 
worship. Prayerfully send resume to First Baptist 
Church, Search Committee, P.O. Box 368, Star City, 
AR 71667 or email to detrimcghee@yahoo.com. 
Fax: 870-628-4184.

Camp Paron is seeking a married couple 
willing to work flexible hours and varied tasks. 
Housing may be included as part of the pay pack-
age. Call 501-837-7362 for more information.

Springfield Baptist Church in Springfield, Tenn., 
is seeking a full-time leader of music and 
worship.  The worship leader will be responsible 
for planning and conducting worship services, di-
recting various choirs, praise team and instru-
mentalists. Our worship services are a blend of 
traditional and contemporary music.  A bachelor’s 
degree in music is required. A master’s degree is 

preferred. Please send resumes to Springfield Bap-
tist Church, Music Search Committee, 400 North 
Main Street, Springfield, TN 37172. Include a re-
cent worship service DVD. Emails may be sent to 
bethbohler05@gmail.com.  

First Baptist Church, Big Spring, Texas, is seeking 
full-time minister of music. Please email re-
sumes to fbcbigspringmm@yahoo.com or mail to 
705 W. FM 700, Big Spring, TX 79720.

MISCELLANEOUS

T-211-1 Series HAMMOND Organ. Con-
tact: Donna Faulkner –  501-993-8391.

Sing, play trumpet and keyboard. Avail-
able for church events. 318-428-4664 or buzzda-
vis@hughes.net.

Church chairs, tables. GREAT prices. Call 
Gary: 615-351-3120.

To place a classified, 
call 501-376-4791, ext. 5155.

Girls in Action from Park Hill Baptist Church, North Little Rock, and Sherwood Baptist Church, 
Sherwood, joined together on Children’s Ministry Day held in February, making hygiene bags to be 
used at the caring centers of North Pulaski Baptist Association.

Children’s Ministry Day

Fred Luter Jr., pastor of Franklin 
Avenue Baptist Church in New 
Orleans and the first African-
American president of the Southern 
Baptist Convention, was the featured 
speaker at the inaugural River Valley 
Rally sponsored by Concord Baptist 
Association and held March 6-7. More 
than 700  attended.

River Valley Rally
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New Covenant Family Ministries 
and 47th Street Baptist Church, 
both of North Little Rock, will hold 
a community gathering April 6 from 
11 a.m. to 4 p.m. at New Covenant 
Family Ministries. The block party 
will feature games for children, ac-
tivities for youth and adults and free 
food. 

The First Baptist Church, Fay-
etteville, ladies quilting group – 
Stashbusters – recently sent a hand-
made quilt to a mother who lost 
her son, Jesse Lewis, in the Sandy 
Hook Elementary School shooting. 
Jesse’s grandfather lives in Fayette-
ville and Jesse’s great-grandmother 
was a longtime member of First Bap-
tist Church.  Jesse’s mother, Scarlett, 
has started the Jesse Lewis Chose 
Love Foundation in an effort to get 
wisdom-based teaching in the public 

Ordinations
Silas Cross was ordained to the 

gospel ministry March 17 by South 
Side Baptist Church, Pine Bluff.

school system. 
First Baptist Church, Pine Bluff, 

members received awards at the Uni-
versity of Arkansas at Pine Bluff Sci-
ence Fair. In the junior division, Kai-
tlyn Bolton received second place in 
materials engineering. In the senior 
division, Andrew McMahan won 
third place in Earth and planetary 
science and Patrick Morrisey won 
third place in plant science. 

Independence Baptist Asso-
ciation sponsored a senior adult 
luncheon March 25. First Baptist 
Church, Mountain View, hosted 
the event. Michael W. Smith, Mark 
Martin and J.R. Dewey made up 
the trio from First Baptist Church, 
Desha, performing for the event. 
Don Strait from Foothills Baptist 
Church, Mountain View, was the 
speaker for the day. 

Williams Baptist College recent-
ly awarded Andrew McDaniel of Jes-
sieville a leadership scholarship to 
attend Williams. The scholarship is 
based on college entrance examina-
tion scores.

Williams Baptist College pre-
sented Chase Crawford of Searcy 
the Association of Youth Ministry 
Educators Award. Crawford was se-
lected for the award by the Christian 
ministries faculty for his service in 
the field of youth ministry while at 
college. Crawford has been serving 
as youth minister at First Baptist 
Church, Pocahontas, since 2011.  

Christy Renfroe (left), Millie Lace (center) and Tammy Stamp chat after a meeting regarding crisis 
pregnancy ministries at the Arkansas Baptist State Convention building.

Crisis pregnancy ministries

To place your church 
news in the 

Arkansas Baptist News, 
call Gayla Parker at 

800-838-2272, ext. 5153, 
or email 

gayla@arkansasbaptist.org

Church life



COMMENTARY

“The Lord give mercy unto the 
house of Onesiphorus; for he oft re-
freshed me, and was not ashamed 
of my chain: But, when he was in 
Rome, he sought me out very dili-
gently, and found me” (2 Tim. 1:16-
17).

Go with me to the Mamertine 
Prison in Rome, where 
Paul was a prisoner. The 
Roman Empire custom 
was to strip and flog 
every prisoner; their 
wounds went untreated 
as they awaited their 
sentence. The dun-
geon was dark, damp, 
cold and musky. Paul 
is a Jewish, aged man 
chained to a guard, 
when he writes, “All 
they which are in Asia 
be turned away from 
me” (2 Tim. 1:15). Paul feels forgot-
ten, abandoned and forsaken when, 
all of a sudden, a door squeaks, a 
ray of light shines in and a friend 
named Onesiphorus shows up.

Paul introduces this man as his 
loyal friend who came by and often 
refreshed him (2 Tim. 1:16). His 
visit was a breath of fresh air, en-
couragement and a blessing from 

a loyal friend. “Refreshed” means 
“like a cool drink of water.” What a 
blessing, to have a faithful and loyal 
friend!

Paul also writes that Onesipho-
rus “was not ashamed of my chain” 
(2 Tim. 1:16). Paul was in jail, a 
convicted criminal on death row, 

alone, feeling rejected, 
when a loyal friend came 
by to strengthen and en-
courage him. Why is it 
when things go bad, that 
so-called friends are no-
where to be found? 

Loyal friends are stead-
fast, unwavering, depend-
able and trustworthy.

“But, when he was in 
Rome, he sought me out 
very diligently, and found 
me” (2 Tim. 1:17). 

A loyal friend shows 
up unannounced to give an update 
to the progress of the gospel across 
Rome to Paul. Onesiphorus, with 
a smile on his face, finds Paul and 
says, “God bless you, I’ve been look-
ing all over Rome for you.”

What a treasure to have a loyal 
friend, a godsend in our lives! I trust 
we would examine our loyalty and 
be like Onesiphorus.

Don Bradford
pastor

Cherry Street Baptist
Clarksville

The old Caravan has faced its 
share of challenges across the years. 
Yet its biggest challenge is driving 
down the farm-surrounded roads of 
Arkansas County, especially at twi-
light. What is the challenge? Simple: 
Get from the store back to the house 
without covering the 
windshield in bugs.

I have tried driving 
with the headlights off. 
I have tried following big 
trucks. I have tried run-
ning the windshield wip-
ers constantly. The only 
thing I have not tried is 
being escorted by a crop 
duster. Yet I cannot do 
it. The everyday reality 
of life out here is this: 
If you drive, you will get 
bugs on the car. It is the 
nature of life in rural Ar-
kansas.

Leviticus highlights another na-
ture of life – one that is a bigger 
problem than bugs on a windshield. 
It is the problem of sin and guilt. 
Look through the whole of this 
week’s focal passages, located in Le-
viticus 5-6. There is a collection of 
what grammarians call “conditional 
clauses.” These are the “if ... then” 

statements throughout the text. 
What those conditional clauses 

show us throughout this passage is 
that the human condition is guilt. 
Hiding the truth leads to guilt (Lev. 
5:1); bad oaths lead to guilt (Lev. 
5:4); any unfaithfulness at all and 

a person becomes guilty 
before God. To walk 
through life and acquire 
no guilt was more diffi-
cult than it is to navi-
gate Arkansas 130 and 
acquire no mosquitoes!

If guilt is that un-
avoidable, then what 
can be done? One can 
only carry so much, 
after all, and eventually 
the guilt overpowers us. 
The solution is twofold. 
The first? Stop adding 
more guilt. The second? 

Clean it up somehow.
Both are accomplished by a sac-

rifice without defect, offered on 
behalf of the guilty. That sacrifice 
is the Lord Jesus Christ, crucified, 
risen and ascended for us.

Now able to see, how can we 
not shout from the mountaintops: 
“Come and be clean, clean of guilt, 
free to see!”

Doug Hibbard
pastor

First Baptist
Almyra

“Thou therefore, my son, be 
strong in the grace that is in Christ 
Jesus” (2 Tim. 2:1).

One of the things about studying 
the Bible is how clear the picture be-
comes, how the pieces of the puzzle 
begin to fit and the work of the Lord 
becomes understand-
able. Paul is encour-
aging Timothy to “be 
strong,” which means 
to be strengthened on 
the inside. This is what 
keeps a Christian from 
caving in. Paul gives 
us three analogies in 2 
Timothy 2.

In verses 3-4, he gives 
the picture of an army. 
As Christians, we are 
soldiers in the Lord’s 
army. We face a real 
enemy fighting in a real battle in 
the war. The Christian life is not a 
playground, but a battleground. As 
Paul says, “Thou therefore endure 
hardness, as a good soldier of Jesus 
Christ” (2 Tim. 2:3).

The second analogy is that of an 
athlete. Verse 5 tells us, “And if a 
man also strive for masteries, yet is 
he not crowned, except he strive law-
fully.” 

As Christians, we are likened 
unto an athlete, or a competitor in a 
sporting arena. We are to be as com-
mitted to the work of the Lord as an 
athlete is to his sport. 

Finally, Paul paints the picture of 
an agriculturist.

“The husbandman 
that laboureth must 
be first partaker of the 
fruits” (2 Tim. 2:6). 

As Christians, we are 
likened to a farmer work-
ing his crop. We are to be 
patient and hardworking 
and to plant, sow and 
cultivate because one 
day the crop will be har-
vested.

In Christian life, we 
are to follow instructions 
that come from head-

quarters. We have a Commander, 
our Captain the Lord Jesus Christ. 
The work He has entrusted to us is 
far more important than anything 
else we might be involved in. We 
have to be willing to obey His or-
ders, follow His rules and work hard 
in the work of the Lord.

One of these days, it will be worth 
it all if we simply live for the Lord 
and stay strong in the work.

I have driven the old Caravan for 
more than 10 years now. It has been 
paid off for almost half that time. 
The van is mine. It is mine to do 
with as I please. You may not like 
how I use my van, but who are you 
to judge me?

If I choose to drive 
west on eastbound In-
terstate 40, it’s my van, 
right? If I ignore that 
piece of paper from 
the Arkansas Depart-
ment of Finance and 
don’t bother making 
the van’s relationship 
with the road legal, 
that’s OK, right? After 
all, it’s my van and I’m 
convinced gravity has it 
committed to that road. 
Maybe I’d like to go 
right through the four-way stop here 
in town, whether anyone is there or 
not. 

After all, who are any of you peo-
ple, the state legislature or that state 
trooper to tell me how I can use my 
van? It’s mine.

“Ah,” you say. “Those roads are 
used by more than just you! If we 
are going to drive in harmony, there 
have to be guidelines. Besides, some 

of what you suggest will likely de-
stroy even your own van, though 
you may not be aware of that at the 
time.”

But it’s mine. I’ve seen people 
drive like this. I’ve seen people with-
out license tags. Why should I drive 

any differently?
“Quite simply, sir, 

because it’s the law. It 
is what is best, based on 
the wisdom of many who 
have gone before,” you 
say.

Yet we will come to 
this section of Leviticus 
and casually discard the 
message of God’s holi-
ness in our personal 
relationships. We will 
take our bodies and act 
like they are “ours” to 

do with as we please, no matter the 
harm brought on others by it. We 
will consult with the same advisors 
and guides that an ungodly society 
uses and place their wisdom above 
the Word of God, the eternal, in-
fallible Word of the Creator of all 
things.

Living in holiness sounds like an 
option, but it is really the only way 
to live for the Christian.

Doug Hibbard
pastor

First Baptist
Almyra

Don Bradford
pastor

Cherry Street Baptist
Clarksville

Honoring God’s holiness
LEVITICUS 5:1, 4-5, 14-16; 6:1-7

BIBLE STUDIES FOR LIFE:

Be loyal
2 TIMOTHY 1: 3-18

EXPLORE THE BIBLE:

Be strong in God’s work
2 TIMOTHY 2:1-10

EXPLORE THE BIBLE:

Living in holiness
LEVITICUS 18:1-5, 20-26; 20:6-8

BIBLE STUDIES FOR LIFE:
APRIL 21, 2013

APRIL 14, 2013
14   April 4, 2013
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ABSC’s Tucker addresses Ouachita trustees

Artist’s rendering of the proposed Elrod Center 
for Family and Community facility.

ARKADELPHIA – Arkansas Bap-
tists “have never needed Ouachita 
Baptist University more than we 
need you now,” Sonny 
Tucker told members of the 
Ouachita board of trustees 
during their recent spring 
meeting.

Tucker, a 1983 Ouachita 
graduate, was recently elected 
executive director of the Ar-
kansas Baptist State Conven-
tion. The love of Jesus Christ 
“drives us and our love for Him mo-
tivates us,” Tucker said, adding, “We 
have been given the message and 
ministry of reconciliation.”

“We value Ouachita Baptist Uni-

versity,” Tucker said. “Ouachita has 
to exist to produce champions who 
leave this place and are very effec-

tive – and take with them the 
message and ministry of rec-
onciliation.”

Prior to Tucker’s remarks, 
Ouachita President Rex 
Horne presented him with 
a resolution adopted in De-
cember by trustees following 
Tucker’s election to his cur-
rent leadership role. 

Noting that Tucker “has dem-
onstrated consistent support for 
Ouachita throughout his years 
of service,” trustees pledged their 
“prayers and support for his leader-

ship among Arkansas Baptists in the 
years ahead.”

Board members also voted to 
present a Distinguished Alumnus 
Award to James E. “Jim Ed” Critten-
den during the university’s May 11 
commencement service. Crittenden, 
a 1950 Ouachita graduate, is retired 
as chief executive officer and chair-
man of the board of Tri-Con Inc., a 
petroleum distribution company. He 
and his wife, Joyce Noel Crittenden, 
a Ouachita alumna, were married 
for more than 60 years prior to her 
death in 2012.

Describing the Crittendens as 
“delightful, humble servant leaders 
who have loved Ouachita through 
the years,” Horne said they have es-
tablished an endowed scholarship, 
made estate provisions and provided 
other gifts to Ouachita. He added 
that the couple has been “generous 
not only in giving, but generous in 
spirit.”

Horne also shared updates about 
two campus construction projects. A 
major renovation and refurbishing 
of the Grant Center in Lile Hall is 
scheduled for this summer.  He said 
the project is being funded through 
a generous gift from Charlie Fuller 
and his wife, Cindy. Fuller is a for-
mer dean of the Ouachita School 
of Fine Arts and his wife is a former 
instructor of voice at the university.

The updated Grant Center will 
feature a conference room, class-
room and seminar room, as well as 
six offices and a reception area.

Horne cited proposed plans for 
a new facility for the Elrod Center 
for Family and Community. He said 
two major gifts have been received 
for the project with fundraising con-
tinuing before the project can be 
finalized. 

Preliminary plans for the two-
story structure include three meet-
ing and conference rooms and six 
offices, as well as a reception area 
and kitchen facilities.

Ian Cosh, vice president for com-
munity and international engage-
ment, said following the board ac-
tion, “For the first time in the histo-
ry of the Grant Center, we will have 
a greatly expanded and purpose-de-
signed area for international educa-
tion at Ouachita.”

Tucker
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Pile: Russell Moore 
'friend to Ark. Baptists'

New ERLC leader
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ABN Day of Prayer
scheduled for May 19

Prayer focus
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Youth at 'War'
A dodgeball tournament at historic 
War Memorial Stadium attracted 700 
youth from across Arkansas March 13. 
Geyer Springs First Baptist Church, 
Little Rock, with assistance from Im-
manuel Baptist Church, Little Rock, 
organized the event.
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