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AFEC’s Page says:

Arkansas leads 
pro-life charge

LITTLE ROCK – Recent legislation approved by the 
Arkansas General Assembly means the Natural State 
now has some of the strongest pro-life laws in the nation 
– giving a leader of a leading ethics organization hope 
other states will soon follow.

“With successful overrides of the governor’s vetoes, 
the Arkansas General Assembly has enacted two laws 
that without question make Arkansas the strongest pro-
life state in the nation,” Larry Page, executive director 
of the Arkansas Faith and Ethics Council, told the Ar-
kansas Baptist News.

The state House of Representatives voted 56-33 
March 6 to override Gov. Mike Beebe’s veto, thereby 
providing final approval to a measure that bans abortion 
of unborn babies whose heartbeats have been detect-
ed by ultrasound at 12 weeks or later. The Senate had 
voted 20-14 the day before for the veto override, which

Jessica Vanderpool
Arkansas Baptist News

LITTLE ROCK – The pavilion at the Little 
Rock Zoo was abuzz with activity March 9 as 
hundreds of children and adults took part in 
Families on Mission Day, a ministry of the Co-
operative Program and the Arkansas Baptist 
State Convention (ABSC) missions support 
team. 

The event allowed families to walk through 
an interactive missional experience that in-
cluded learning about people groups, learning 

how to share one’s faith through Bible stories 
and taking part in a craft project.

“The purpose of Families on Mission Day 
is to get preschoolers, children and adults in-
volved in missions discipleship,” said Charity 
Gardner, ABSC missions support team mem-
ber and coordinator for the event.

Along with learning about missions, chil-
dren were also able to take part in ministry 
by bringing nonperishable food goods to help 
the caring centers of North Pulaski Baptist

‘Families on Mission’ gather at zoo

Slavery: modern issue takes center stage
Central Baptist travels to Thailand

“What began 
as a small group 
of folks bringing 
a burden before 
the Lord, in re-
sponse to the 
tragedy of mod-
ern day slavery, 
quickly became 
a ministry in the 
making,” said 
Bobby Cole, con-
nections pastor at 
Central Baptist.

A “vision team” from the church 
departed for Chiang Mai, Thailand, 
on Jan. 23 to work alongside Inter-
national Mission Board and Youth 

With A Mis-
sion mis-
s i ona r i e s , 
as well as 
with Con-
nie’s Home 
orphanage, 
Lighthouse 
in Action 
and other 
ministries. 

“ O u r 
goal was to 
meet with 

several different organizations work-
ing there,” said Leslie Fernatt, mis-
sions and ministries assistant at 
Central Baptist. 

“We were seeking God’s will as to 
whether or not future mission teams 
would be an asset there, how they 
were accomplishing their work, and 
if any of that work could be dupli-
cated back in the United States with 
our human trafficking ministries,” 
she said.

Fernatt is no stranger to the af-
fects of sexual exploitation. As a 
child growing up in Kansas City, 
Mo., her best friend was “sexually, 
physically and verbally abused by her 
father, and later became a victim of 
human trafficking,” Fernatt told the 
Arkansas Baptist News.

See LIFE page 2

See MISSIONS page 6

Hispanic o� ering started

Members of Central Baptist pray in Thailand.

Caleb Yarbrough
Arkansas Baptist News

JONESBORO – Human slavery. To 
many – especially those living in the 
former Confederate South – it’s a 
word that brings about memories of 
America’s racist past best left in his-
tory books. 

Members of Central Baptist 
Church, Jonesboro, understand –  
following a Jan. 23 trip to Thailand  
– that slavery didn’t end with the 
Emancipation Proclamation. They 
now emphasize the need for Chris-
tians to step up and address the of-
ten-invisible epidemic of slavery that 
exists in the 21st century.

About 140 handbell ringers from 11 churches across Arkansas gathered at Hot Springs Baptist Church, Hot Springs, 
March 8-9 for the 39th Annual Arkansas State Handbell Festival. See story on Page 11.

CONWAY – The Hispanic branch of the Arkansas 
Woman’s Missionary Union (WMU) – la Unión 
Femenil Misionera (UFM) – recently held its an-
nual meeting at Harlan Park Baptist Church, Con-
way, during which they initiated an annual offering 
for Arkansas UFM.

The offering, which will go toward helping ex-
pand the work of UFM, was named The Monica 
Keathley Offering.

“The women named the offering for Monica

See SLAVERY page 3

See OFFERING page 11

Ringing in March
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Second, Arkadelphia, approves $2.3 million project
Trennis Henderson
Special to ABN

ARKADELPHIA – “Building Fu-
ture Generations” (BFG) is more 
than an inspirational slogan for 
members of Second Baptist Church, 
Arkadelphia. It is a financial and 
ministry commitment seeking to 
impact today’s children and youth, 
as well as generations to come.

Launching a key phase of BFG, 
church members voted March 3 to 
authorize a major construction proj-
ect that features a new children’s 
ministry building with a nursery and 
classrooms, a new student ministry 
facility that includes renovation and 
expansion of the church’s current 
fellowship hall and a new church of-
fice suite including a new media/
library center.

Second Baptist held a ground-
breaking ceremony for the $2.3 mil-
lion construction project Sunday, 
March 17. Construction will begin 
this month on the project and is ex-
pected to be completed by the end 
of the year.

“It’s been three years since we first 
started this pilgrimage,” Pastor Stan 
Parris told the congregation prior to 
the churchwide vote. “I think it’s the 
will of the Lord. We don’t want to 
miss out on ministering to as many 

people as possible.”
The process began with an initial 

two-year BFG fundraising campaign 
that allowed Second Baptist to pay 
off its existing debt on the church’s 
sanctuary and to set aside initial 
funds for future construc-
tion. A seven-member 
master plan team, dubbed 
the MP7, presented a pro-
posed master plan last 
year, and the church ad-
opted it.

Phase two of BFG 
kicked off in January with 
church members commit-
ting additional financial 
gifts and pledges over the 
next two years.

The March 3 vote final-
ized approval for the spe-
cific architectural plans 
and construction costs 
presented by the MP7 
team. Taggart Architecture of Little 
Rock designed the additions and 
renovations to the church facility; 
construction will be by Seale Con-
struction of Sparkman.

In a letter to church members 
prior to the vote, MP7 Chairman 
Danny Hays wrote that the team 
“has been working for the last two 
years to seek out God’s leading for 
us in regard to the next phase or 

level that He has for Second Baptist 
Church.”

Citing “the continuing enthu-
siasm and anticipation through-
out the church for the upcoming 
construction project,” Hays said. 
“Throughout the year, we have been 

working with our architect to devel-
op very specific construction docu-
ments that would enable us to im-
plement this master plan, thus pro-
viding Second Baptist Church with 
the facilities with which to continue 
to grow and impact the world.”

Noting that team members “are 
extremely excited about this propos-
al,” Hays added, “We believe that it 
will meet all of our most important 

current facilities needs and will, with 
the Lord’s blessing and power, en-
able us to move up to that next level 
of ministry, service and outreach.”

Serving with Hays on the MP7 
team are Mike Carozza, Tami Green, 

Noland Hagood, director of 
the Building Future Genera-
tions campaign at Second 
Baptist, John Hardman, Jim 
Phillips and Cindy Turner 
and Parris and Randy Gar-
ner, associate pastor at Sec-
ond Baptist.

“Building Future Gen-
erations is the most exten-
sive and exciting project we 
have undertaken at Second 
Baptist Church in recent 
years,” Hagood said. “It is 
our prayer that this next 

project will help disciple and 
evangelize current and future 
Christians for years to come.”

Parris emphasized that even amid 
a major construction project, the 
primary goal of Second Baptist is ef-
fective ministry.

“Buildings are tools,” he said. 
“This is a God-sized assignment. It’s 
all about ministering to people. I 
couldn’t be happier about being at 
this church at this time.”

Trennis Henderson is a member of 
Second Baptist Church, Arkadelphia.

Sketch of Second Baptist Church’s recently approved building project.

continued from page one

LIFE

requires only a majority in Arkansas.
The law marks a new front in the 

effort by states to regulate abortion, 
and it remains to be seen if it will 
survive a challenge in court, accord-
ing to observers. 

Before Arkansas’ heartbeat law, a 
ban at 18 to 20 weeks after fertiliza-
tion had been the earliest enacted 
by a state. A federal judge in Idaho 
struck down that state’s 20-week 
prohibition – which is based on 
evidence a baby in the womb experi-
ences pain by that point – on the 
same day Arkansas enacted its 12-
week ban.

The Arkansas legislature had en-
acted a 20-week ban by a veto over-
ride a week before its latest override. 
Beebe, a Democrat, vetoed the 20-
week ban Feb. 26, and the House 
and Senate quickly followed with 
successful override votes.

Following the action, the Ameri-
can Civil Liberties Union (ACLU) 
of Arkansas promised a lawsuit to 
ask a federal court to strike down 
the heartbeat ban.

“There are those in the legal 
field who think that both laws will 
ultimately be held unconstitutional 
based on decisions rendered by the 
U.S. Supreme Court in the Roe v. 
Wade case and subsequent court 
decisions regarding abortion,” said 
Page. 

“Based on those opinions, some 
say that we should not have to go to 

the time and expense of defending 
these enactments.”  

Page added, “As a lawyer, I recog-
nize that the final result for either or 
both of Arkansas’ new laws may be 
that they are struck down. However, 
should that happen, and I am not 
conceding that it will, there is value 
in passage of such strong pro-life leg-
islation.”

When Beebe vetoed the Arkan-
sas Human Heartbeat Protection 
Act, he said he did so because the 
bill “blatantly con-
tradicts the United 
States Constitu-
tion, as interpreted 
by the Supreme 
Court.” 

Beebe also ex-
pressed concern a 
legal challenge would be costly to 
taxpayers.

Rep. Ann Clemmer of Benton, 
the bill’s Republican sponsor in 
the House, disagreed with the gov-
ernor’s assessment, saying, “We 
believe that because we put it at 12 
weeks, it will survive a court chal-
lenge – we are setting it at the end of 
the first trimester.”

The state’s fetal-homicide law “de-
clares a 12-week-old baby in utero to 
be a person, and we have prosecuted 
individuals who have hurt babies in 
utero,” Clemmer said. 

The difference between the way 
the Arkansas law defines viability 
for an unborn child and the way the 
U.S. Supreme Court has defined it 
could prove a problem for the ban 
in court. 

The high court has ruled a state 

can restrict abortion after viability, 
which is typically considered to be 
at about 22 to 24 weeks after fer-
tilization. Arkansas’ heartbeat ban 
defines viability as “a medical con-
dition that begins with a detectable 
heartbeat.” 

Some pro-life advocates say a ban 
at 12 weeks is a strategic mistake be-
cause of the Supreme Court’s past 
rulings and current makeup, which 
favors the pro-choice position.

Possible court challenges aside, 
Page is pleased Ar-
kansans are sup-
porting life.

“First, Acts 171 
and 301 are strong 
statements from 
Arkansans about 
how serious we are 

about protecting and defending the 
most innocent and most defenseless 
members of the human race,” said 
Page. 

“We have not and do not agree 
that ending the life of an unborn 
child could ever be justified by in-
convenience, bad timing, difficult 
economic circumstances or because 
the child’s gender does not suit the 
parent(s).  

“Second, the primary way that 
court decisions are reversed or modi-
fied is for new cases that challenge 
the previous conventional wisdom 
to wind their way up to the courts,” 
he said. “In that way, what was con-
sidered good and proper law can, in 
the face of enlightenment or new in-
formation, be modified, improved 
and prove a better fit for an ordered 
society.”

The heartbeat ban requires a doc-
tor to perform an abdominal ultra-
sound on the mother to determine 
if her unborn child has a heartbeat 
that can be detected. 

The law has exceptions for rape, 
incest, a threat to the life of the 
mother, a serious risk of a major im-
pairment of the mother’s health and 
a “highly lethal fetal disorder.” 

The law is scheduled to go into 
effect 90 days after the close of Ar-
kansas’ legislative session.

Roe v. Wade and Doe v. Bolton 
– landmark companion rulings by 
the U.S. Supreme Court in 1973 – 
legalized abortion for effectively any 
reason throughout pregnancy. Later 
high court opinions have upheld 
some state restrictions on abortion, 
and states have passed a variety of 
successful regulations since those 
rulings.

Page said history points to future 
challenges to U.S. abortion law.

“In 1894, the U.S. Supreme 
Court held, in the Plessey v. Fer-
guson case, that racial segregation 
was constitutional under its poor 
rationale of ‘separate but equal’ doc-
trine,” he said. 

“In 1954, the court reversed the 
Plessey decision in the case known 
as Brown v. Board of Education, es-
tablishing the principle that separate 
can never be equal. 

“So, let’s challenge the Roe v. 
Wade and later decisions and send 
a case up that the court can use to 
make good law that better protects 
unborn children.”

Compiled from reporting by the Ar-
kansas Baptist News and Baptist Press.

Listen to an interview 
with Larry Page of 
the AFEC at www.
arkansasbaptist.org/
podcast.
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Stories of interest to Arkansas Baptists 

Homosexuality a civil
rights issue, poll says
NASHVILLE (BP) – As public 
policy continues to change on 
the issue, a LifeWay Research 
poll shows 58 percent of Ameri-
can adults believe homosexual-
ity is a civil rights issue and 64 
percent say it is inevitable same-
sex marriage will become legal 
throughout the United States. 
Twenty-nine percent say it is not 
a civil rights issue, and 24 per-
cent say gay marriage legalization 
is not inevitable.  

Clinton asks court to
strike marriage law
WASHINGTON – Bill Clinton, 
the former Arkansas governor 
and U.S. president, is asking 
the Supreme Court to strike 
down a law he signed – the De-
fense of Marriage Act, which 
defines marriage as between a 
man and a woman. The high 
court is expected to rule on the 
law this year in what is being 
called a “landmark moment” 
for the gay marriage movement.

Mississippi legislators 
vote for school prayer
JACKSON, Miss. – The Missis-
sippi Legislature has passed a 
bill allowing student-led prayer 
in public schools with a major-
ity vote in both the House and 
Senate, according to published 
reports. Known as “The Missis-
sippi Student Religious Liberties 
Act of 2013,” Senate Bill 2633 
also prohibits public schools in 
the state from discrimination 
due to student’s expression of 
religious beliefs. Passed March 
6, the bill has been sent to Gov. 
Phil Bryant for his signature.

SBC business owner 
challenges mandate
TAMPA, Fla. (BP) – A Southern 
Baptist business owner whose 
ancestors fled England four cen-
turies ago to escape religious per-
secution has filed suit against the 
Obama administration’s abor-
tion/contraceptive mandate, 
bringing to 50 the number of 
lawsuits against the controver-
sial policy. “This is a case about 
religious freedom,” the 48-page 
complaint reads. The Thomas 
More Law Center filed the suit 
March 12 on behalf of Thomas 
R. Beckwith, the CEO of Beck-
with Electric Co. in Largo, Fla. 
Beckwith’s company may face 
fines for opposing the mandate.

Ministers amid ‘extreme poverty’

New Hope Mission reaches trailer park
Eva Wilson
The Baptist Digest

MARION – With bright sun shining through the win-
dows on a winter Sunday morning, Pastor John Rech 
looked over his sermon notes in the worship center at 
New Hope Baptist Mission in Marion.

Sunday school classes for children and adults were 
underway in the small congregation’s other buildings.

Rech and his wife, Cathy, marked their ninth anniver-
sary at New Hope in October 2012. 

The church is located in Lakeshore Estates, a mobile 
home community on the west side of Interstate 55, just 
north of the junction with Interstate 40. 

Most of the community’s approximately 800 resi-
dents live in poverty. Unkempt mobile homes are seen 
throughout the neighborhood. Despite “No Littering” 
signs, trash is everywhere.

New Hope Baptist’s mission is to bring Christ’s hope 
to this pocket of extreme poverty, according to Rech. 

First Baptist Church in Marion, New Hope’s sponsor-
ing congregation, is partnering with the church to do 
just that.

As a bi-vocational pastor, Rech works as a landscaper 
in his day job and juggles attending classes at Mid-Amer-
ica Baptist Theological Seminary in nearby Cordova, 
Tenn. He is scheduled to receive his bachelor’s degree in 
Christian studies in May.

Earlier in his career, Rech was as a corporate trainer.
New Hope’s facilities consist of three double-wide mo-

bile homes. One serves as the worship center, and the 
other two as classrooms and a kitchen/fellowship area. 

Hope House, a women’s shelter, is located in a single-
wide mobile home on the north side of New Hope’s 
buildings. The county correctional facility is located on 
the east side of Interstate 55. Hope House often serves 

women who have been released from there and are trying 
to get back on their feet.

That is why New Hope places a great emphasis on 
outreach.

“We want to lead people to the Lord and disciple 
them because we know they’re going to move on pretty 
soon,” Rech said.

New opportunities continue to open up for New 
Hope. For nearly two years, the church has been part-
nering with Building Futures of West Memphis to offer a 
meal program. During the school year, Building Futures 
serves a meal at New Hope from 3:30 to 5 p.m. each day. 
About 100 people – mostly children – receive a meal 
through the program. In the summer, two meals are 
served daily.

Rech feels a quote from Henry Blackaby, author of 
“Experiencing God,” sums up New Hope’s ministry.

“We just continue to work where we see God work-
ing,” he smiles.

Eva Wilson serves on the staff of The Baptist Digest, the 
newsjournal of the Kansas-Nebraska Convention of Southern 
Baptists.

New Hope Baptist Mission, Marion, is located in Lakeshore Estates, a 
mobile home community where more than 800 residents live in poverty. 

continued from page one
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“She unfortunately still works in 
the sex industry, and although she 
is no longer trafficked per se, she 
has been emotionally beat down for 
so many years that she can’t see a 
way out of her life choice and won’t 
even discuss spiritual matters,” said 
Fernatt. “So, when a human traffick-
ing team was being set up at Central, 
I jumped at the chance to be part of 
it, and then God blessed me with 
going on this Thailand mission.”

“The city of Chiang Mai is known 
as a prominent sex tourism destina-
tion. It is home to at least 5,000 
male, female and child prostitutes,” 
said Cole, adding, “Many people are 
told that if they try to escape this 
lifestyle, their families will be killed. 
So, they are living a daily life of 
being trapped. … We realized that it 
isn’t a matter of ‘getting them out’ 
but more of building the relation-
ship with them and teaching them 
about the gospel’s saving message of 
Jesus Christ. It is a slow and at times 
seemingly daunting task, but if one 
life is transformed because of Jesus – 
it is all worth it.”

James Barham, area director for 
Arkansas Baptist Children’s Homes 
and Family Ministries in Jonesboro 
and a member of Central Baptist, 
said that one of the biggest things 
the group took away from their ex-

perience in Chiang Mai was “the 
absolute necessity of prayer.”

“We knew that prayer would 
be important, but we became con-
vinced of this after a rooftop experi-
ence where we were all on our knees 
calling out to God. It was on that 
rooftop that Megan, a team mem-
ber, led us in the song ‘God of This 
City.’ After we finished worshiping, 
a missionary told us the song was 
written in and about Chiang Mai,” 
said Barham.

“My eyes have been opened to 
this monster that exists. Now, I am 
actively seeking for ways to do some-
thing about this locally, whereas be-
fore I thought slavery was a thing of 
the past,” he said. 

“The biggest thing I learned from 
the trip is that human trafficking 
isn’t just about people being kid-
napped, made drug addicts and sold 
into prostitution. There are also peo-
ple, both men and women, who are 
there simply to support their fami-
lies and keep them from starving to 
death,” said Fernatt.

“I also learned that no matter who 
they are or why they are there, that 
the emotional and physical damage 
of what they have to go through on a 
daily basis is hard-hitting and leaves 
deep scars that no amount of time 
can heal.”

“The only one who can heal 
their wounds is our ultimate healer, 
Jesus.”

Contact Caleb Yarbrough at caleb@
arkansasbaptist.org.

Modern slavery facts
SLAVERY is a present-tense issue, 
one that has been illuminated re-
cently by numerous non-profit 
organizations. 

The 2013 Passion Confer-
ence held Jan. 1-4 in Atlanta, 
Ga., brought together more than 
60,000 students and young adults 
from all over the country, includ-
ing many from Arkansas – rais-
ing $3.3 million dollars to fight 
human trafficking for its Free-
dom Campaign.

The Southern Baptist Con-
vention’s Woman’s Missionary 
Union (WMU) has made human 
exploitation the focus of their 
Project HELP initiative until 
2014. 

The International Labor Or-
ganization (ILO) conservatively 
estimates that there are 20.9 mil-
lion people worldwide who are 
victims of “forced labour” – 55 
percent of which are women and 
girls (2002-2011 statistics). 

CNN’s Freedom Project es-
timates claim 27 million people 
worldwide are currently living in 
slavery, 70 percent of whom are 
women and 50 percent of whom 
are children.

Of the 20.9 million people 
the ILO estimates are victims of 
slavery worldwide, 4.5 million, or 
nearly 22 percent, are victims of 
“forced sexual exploitation.”
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our state.
What I found through my admit-

tedly unscientific research was en-
lightening – to say the least.

In the two years I have been in 
Arkansas I have found that deter-
mining the total readership of the 
ABN is guesswork at best. It is a fact 
that more than one person in most 

households 
reads the aver-
age newspaper, 
and the ABN is 
no different.

However, the 
most accurate 
way to assess the 
reach of a given 
publication is to 

compare its paid circulation with 
other publications. In my queries 
of online sources of secular news 
publications in Arkansas and infor-
mation gained from emails sent to 
colleagues at other religious news 
publications, the ABN stacks up 
rather well.

Granted, the ABN pulls from a 
statewide readership base as com-
pared to the local readership of 
most daily, weekly and biweekly 
newspapers.

It appears the ABN is easily No. 

Ihave said before that Southern 
Baptists forget at times how far, 

wide and deep our cooperative min-
istries reach.

While working with a Do-
minican national and Disciples 
of Christ missionary in the early 
1990s, I was reminded how signifi-
cant the Cooperative Program is in 
supporting the 
cause of Christ 
around the world. 
The missionary 
lamented that 
he had to spend 
three months 
out of every year 
raising support to 
stay on the field 
and was amazed at how Southern 
Baptists pooled resources together 
and gave through the Coopera-
tive Program (CP) to support its 
missionaries. As an agency of the 
Arkansas Baptist State Convention, 
the Arkansas Baptist News (ABN) 
benefits from CP giving, as do min-
istries of the convention and other 
state agencies.

Recently, I became curious about 
how the ABN stacks up in reader-
ship as compared to other religious 
and secular news publications in 

ABN compares well to other newspapers in state

PRESSING 
ON 

Tim Yarbrough

Cartoon by Gary Thomas   

1 in circulation among religious 
news publications in Arkansas – at 
least among the publications from 
which I was able to obtain circula-
tion figures.

The paid circulation of the ABN
is 19,532, as compared to 12,000 
for the (Missionary) Baptist Trumpet
(published weekly except for six 
weeks during the year), 11,000 for 
the Arkansas United 
Methodist (pub-
lished 16 times an-
nually) and 7,000 
for the Arkansas 
Catholic (published 
weekly except for 
four weeks during 
the year).

Compared to 
secular dailies, 
weeklies and bi-
weeklies, the ABN 
compares well. Not 
including trade 
publications, free 
advertiser newspa-
pers or magazines 
published in Arkan-
sas, the ABN appears to be about 
sixth in total paid circulation. Fol-
lowing is the paid circulation of the 
top 10 publications in Arkansas: 
Arkansas Democrat Gazette, 182,000 
daily; The Leader (Jacksonville), 
43,000 weekly; Southwest Times 
Record (Fort Smith), 40,230 daily; 
Morning News of Northwest Arkansas 
(Springdale), 33,582 daily; Jonesboro 

Sun, 19,830 daily; Arkansas Baptist 
News, 19,532 biweekly; Pine Bluff 
Commercial, 18,548 daily, Benton 
County Daily Record, 17,975 daily; 
Hot Springs Sentinel-Record, 17,943 
daily, and Northwest Arkansas Times
(Fayetteville), 11,100 daily.

What’s more, when the ABN
publishes its annual Cooperative 
Program edition in August of each 

year, our total cir-
culation jumps up 
to nearly 34,000 in 
total circulation for 
that week.

As you see, when 
it comes to the min-
istry of the ABN, 
the ministries of 
your church, asso-
ciation, state con-
vention or national 
denomination, it’s 
all a matter of per-
spective.

The bottom line 
is that we all make 
a kingdom differ-
ence within our 

own sphere of influence. That’s all 
God expects – for us to be obedi-
ent to use our lives and the minis-
tries with which He has blessed us 
to make Christ known at home, 
in our state, in our country and 
among the nations!

Tim Yarbrough is editor of the Arkan-
sas Baptist News. Contact him at tim@
arkansasbaptist.org.

ABN to honor mothers
THE ARKANSAS Baptist News 
(ABN) announces its ninth an-
nual A Tribute to Godly Mothers 
essay contest.

In an effort to honor all moth-
ers, each year the ABN selects 
a Mother of the Year based on 
entries. 

The ABN issue prior to Moth-
er’s Day announces the winner 
and includes a tribute to the win-
ner, which will be chosen based 
on the quality of motherhood, 
godliness of the woman being 
honored and the readability of 
the essay submitted.

The winning mother will re-
ceive a special gift and will be 
honored in her church April 28. 

To honor your mother or another 
mother you feel deserves recogni-
tion, send the ABN a tribute about 
the mother you wish to nominate.

Tributes should be no more than 
300 words and should include the 
mother’s full name and church 
home. They should also include 
the phone number and email ad-
dress of the submitter.

The mother you nominate must 
be a current member of an Arkan-
sas Southern Baptist church.

All tributes must be received no 
later than Wednesday, April 17.

Send your tribute to Arkansas 
Baptist News, 10 Remington Dr., 
Little Rock, AR 72204, or email it 
to gayla@arkansasbaptist.org.
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Most of life’s principles are learned best at a young 
age. Thus, it is incumbent upon parents to en-

sure that their children understand the basic principles 
that may be needed in various areas of life.

In the financial realm, teach your children to save at 
a young age. The 10-10-80 percent principle is a good 
place to begin with children. If their allowance is $10, 
then teach them to give a dollar to 
church, save a dollar, and spend only 
the remaining $8 on themselves.  

Teach your children to give at a 
young age. My wife and I were both 
taught to tithe when we were chil-
dren. When we were married, there 
was never an issue about what we did 
with the first part of our salary. The 
tithe belonged to God, and we gave 
it willingly. I am so grateful that we both learned this 
principle when we were young. 

Teach your children that the earlier a dollar is saved, 
the more important it will become later. For example, 
assuming earnings of 6 percent, $100 saved at age 55 is 
worth $179 at age 65. The same $100 saved at age 15 
is worth $1,842 at age 65. The truth is that the smaller 
amounts that we save at age 25 are worth more in our 

retirement years than the larger amounts we contribute 
later in life. It involves the compounding of interest 
and the time allowed for this to occur. And if a child 
learns this early in life the results are obvious.

As they save, parents can begin to teach investing 
principles. An emergency fund can be established. 
Then perhaps an investment in a bank Certificate 

of Deposit or the purchase of a few 
shares of stock or a mutual fund can 
be a teachable moment. Once children 
begin to earn income, a ROTH Indi-
vidual Retirement Account is a won-
derful place to park their savings.  

Prepare your children for the fact 
that they must live within their means. 
It would be nice to be able to print 
more money, but we cannot. Thus, we 

have to learn to spend in accordance with our income.
I have counseled with people who were taught these 

principles when they were young and some who were 
not. The difference in happiness, security, satisfaction 
and inner peace is amazing. Trust me, you want your 
children to be in the first group!

David Moore is president of the Arkansas Baptist Founda-
tion.

Children and savingsFamily Matters
Travel time  

F amilies spend a significant 
amount of time traveling 

with their children. One study 
revealed that parents spend 10 
to 49 hours a month as a taxi 
driver for their children’s ac-
tivities. Since 
most families 
spend a signif-
icant amount 
of time in a 
vehicle, it’s 
important 
to learn to 
redeem that 
time and en-
gage in faith 
interactions together.

One successful way my fam-
ily intentionally engages in 
faith interactions is by praying 
together as we travel. We are on 
the road frequently, so we pray 
together often. One area where 
we have struggled to build up 
the faith of our children is 
Scripture memory. We have 
made attempts but have not 
sustained that discipline with 
any consistency. The challenge 
is finding a natural time in our 
family rhythm. 

Since it has been easy and 
natural for us to pray when 
we travel and since we do it 
so often, this year we began 
to memorize Scripture as we 
traveled. One of us will recite 
a phrase of our memory verse, 
and the rest in the van will re-
peat that phrase. We continue 
this process phrase by phrase 
until we have recited the en-
tire verse. Then one of us will 
pray creatively using a word or 
phrase from the verse we just 
reviewed. We review the verse 
again, and one of us prays. We 
continue this process until ev-
eryone has prayed. If our entire 
family is in the vehicle, then we 
review the verse five times and 
pray five times.  

John 15:7 says, “If you re-
main in Me and My words 
remain in you, ask whatever 
you want and it will be done 
for you.” 

This process of combining 
Scripture memory and prayer 
helps us be more creative in our 
prayer times and learn to pray 
Scripture back to God. A few 
good Scripture memory iPhone 
applications are: memoryVerses 
by Lifeway, Scripture Typer and 
Fighter Verses.  Here’s my ren-
dition of an old prayer.  Happy 
Trails! 

Now I load my – van with peeps. 
I pray the Lord – His Word to keep 
While I travel – before I brake. 
I pray the Lord – His Word to take.

Ben Phillips leads the Arkansas 
Baptist State Convention family 
ministry team.

Phillips

I n “Devote Yourself to the Public Reading of 
Scripture,” Jeffrey Arthurs, professor of preaching 

and communication at Gordon-Conwell Seminary 
in South Hamilton, Mass., presents his case that 
the Bible needs a more central role 
in the corporate gatherings of our 
churches. By this, he does not mean 
we are neglecting biblical theology 
or even a commitment to know the 
Bible. His point is we do not spend 
enough of our effort in the simple 
practice of presenting the plain 
Word of God. Many services are fo-
cused on what we say and singing about 
the Word of God, but the Word itself 
receives less time than the announce-
ments.

The typical evangelical church service, 
which is his (and my) primary experi-
ence, devotes very little time to reading 
the Bible aloud. Arthurs states that 
part of our problem is that when we do 
read the Word, we do not read it well. 
He echoes the late Roy Buckelew of 
Ouachita Baptist University, who often 
lamented the dying art of oral presenta-
tion of Scripture. 

“Devote Yourself” first addresses the 
“why” question and then delves into 
guidelines for “how” the Word can be 
read, and read well. Arthurs’ view is that 
nearly anyone can, with some practice and coaching, 

participate in public reading.
Arthurs presents very basic oral interpretation 

guidelines on reading Scripture in public. “Devote 
Yourself” does not push into the over dramatic, 

though a few basic readers’ theater 
ideas are presented at the end. The 
overall thrust is this: Learn to read 
aloud, and learn to read aloud well.

The included DVD shows dem-
onstration of technique and pro-
vides almost all one needs to have 
an oral interpretation class focused 

on Scripture. This moves the material 
from, “I read it, and I think I get it,” 
to, “Ah! I read it, I see it and I can do 
it.”

This is a practical little book that I 
hope finds its way into more hands. 
If we will begin to read Scripture well, 
then instead of hearing, “That’s bor-
ing,” when we suggest reading the 
Bible aloud in the service, we will find 
volunteers to both listen and read. 
After all, getting more people involved 
in the life of the church through the 
Word can only be helpful.

I highly recommend “Devote Your-
self to the Public Reading of Scrip-
ture.” It has value for church use and 
for training anyone who needs to start 
or strengthen public speaking skills.

Doug Hibbard is pastor of First Baptist Church, Almyra.

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR

Same-sex marriage

Having finished my copy of the 
Arkansas Baptist News, I found I had 
to write my opin-
ion on same-sex 
marriage.

I know when 
another country 
such as Great Brit-
ain adds an OK to 
“gay” marriage, it’s just another nail 
in our coffin (ABN Digest, Feb. 21, 
2013, “Great Britain set to legalize 
gay marriage”). But my King James 

FINANCIAL 
 TIMES 

David Moore

BOOK REVIEW

Doug Hibbard 
 First Baptist Church, Almyra

‘Public Reading of Scripture’
By Jeffrey Arthurs, Kregel Ministry, 2012

Bible, of which I have several, that 
I have read over and over for 79 
years, says in 1 Corinthians 6:9 
that (in a nutshell) God didn’t say 

marriage is between 
man and man or 
woman and woman. 
When someone can 
show me where God 
says He condones 
same-sex marriage, I 

will apologize, but not until I find 
where God says it’s OK.

Peggy Wolfe
Pangburn

PASTORS, other church staff 
and members of Arkansas Bap-
tist churches may submit reviews 
of religion-related books they 
have read. Preferably, the book 
review should be no more than 
350 words and should be about 
a book released in the past six 
months. Email your review to 
tim@arkansasbaptist.org.

What book is on
your nightstand?
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Boyettes honor loved one through music
Jessica Vanderpool
Arkansas Baptist News

HOT SPRINGS – Holiday gather-
ings would always find the Boyette 
family gathered together, combining 
their varied musical talents – both 
vocal and instrumental – to create 
the music they all loved. Among 
those gathered would be Ronald 
“Ronnie” Boyette, a bass player, 
singer, father and grandfather, who 
had been married almost 40 years to 
his wife, Carolyn.

“He loved music and often 
seemed to live for holiday get-to-
gethers where our family would play 
and sing songs – gospel, country and 
rock ‘n’ roll,” said Aaron Boyette, 
Ronnie Boyette’s brother. 

“He loved his family dearly, and 
the love toward him was mutual,” 
he added.

But in 2011, the usually healthy 
Ronnie Boyette – a member of 
Walnut Valley Baptist Church, Hot 
Springs – began to experience pain 
in his abdomen. Within a week of 
visiting the doctor, he was diagnosed 
with Stage 4 pancreatic cancer. The 
last several days of his life, his family 
gathered in the hospital room, sing-
ing and playing guitars.

“Even though he was uncon-
scious much of the time, we feel that 

NORTH LITTLE ROCK – The 
State Bible Drill was held at Park 
Hill Baptist Church, North Little 
Rock, March 9, with 127 chil-
dren, youth and high school stu-
dents participating in the event 
and about 500 total people in 
attendance. 

In the state Children’s Bible 
Drill, 104 children participated, 
91 were winners and 31 received 
a perfect score.

The Youth Bible Drill winner 
was Ben Scarbrough of Highland 
Drive Baptist Church, Jones-
boro. Kaitlyn Campbell of First 
Baptist Church, Benton, and 
Brock Gilliam of Osage Baptist 
Church, Alpena, tied for Youth 
Bible Drill runner-up.

The High School Bible Drill 
winner was Nicole Drummond 
of First Baptist Church, Nash-
ville. The High School Bible 
Drill runner-up was Samantha 

2013 State Bible Drill held

Bailey of First Baptist Church, 
Gentry.

The youth and high school 
first place winners are eligible 
to represent Arkansas in the Na-
tional Bible Drill to be held June 
21 in Atlanta.

Marcus Brown of the Arkansas Baptist 
State Convention, congratulates Nicole 
Drummond on winning the High School 
Bible Drill.

he was comforted by the music,” 
said Aaron Boyette. 

Ronnie Boyette died April 21, 
2012, at the age of 58.

Yet, from his death has come the 
“Forever in His Light” CD, which 
features traditional and original 
gospel hymns performed by Ronnie 
Boyette family members. 

Seventy-five percent of the pro-
ceeds are donated to the Pancreatic 

Cancer Action Network. The remain-
ing 25 percent covers production 
costs.

“The day after my brother was 
buried, I thought, ‘What better way 
to honor him, as well as help fight 
cancer, than to record a CD and do-
nate the profits?’” explained Aaron 
Boyette.

He shared that he recently sent 
the first check to the Pancreatic Can-
cer Action Network for a little more 
than $2,300.

Family members performing on 
the album include Ronnie Boyette’s 
three daughters, Jennifer, Amy and 
Amanda; several of his siblings, in-
cluding Aaron Boyette; and a broth-
er-in-law.

“Just about everyone in our family 
either sings and/or plays an instru-
ment. We are, indeed, a musical fam-
ily,” Aaron Boyette said.

Putting the CD together was “a lot 
of fun, but a ton of work,” Aaron 

Boyette said, explaining, “I recorded 
it in my home studio and spent sev-
eral months putting it all together.”

He added that the album was re-
leased Dec. 7, 2012, which was “one 
year to the day pancreatic cancer was 
suspected after his initial doctor ap-
pointment.”

“We all feel proud of this (the 
CD), and are at peace knowing how 
proud Ronnie would be too,” Aaron 
Boyette said, adding the name of the 
album came from a line in one of 
the songs – a song written by Ronnie 
Boyette. The line says, “Now enter in 
the gates of glory, and live forever in 
His light.”

He said they plan to record a CD 
of Christmas songs later this year. 

For more information or to hear a 
sample of the music on the “Forever 
in His Light” album, visit www.boy-
ettemusic.com.

Contact Jessica Vanderpool at Jes-
sica@arkansasbaptist.org.

Carolyn and Ronnie Boyette (above left) were married almost 40 years. Above right, left to right: Amy Boyette Smedley, daughter; Sylvia Boyette 
Breshears, sister; Odis Breshears Jr., brother-in-law; Amanda Boyette, daughter; Jennifer Boyette Hughes, daughter, and Aaron Boyette, brother. Tracy 
Boyette Booher, sister, (not pictured) also sang on the CD. 

Association, which include Berea 
Baptist Caring Center, Maddox 
Road Baptist Caring Center and 
LifeSource Caring Center. More 
than 100 pounds of food was col-
lected through the event.

Gardner said this year’s partici-
pation was more than triple what it 
was for the last Families on Mission 
Day in 2011 when a little more than 
200 people attended. This year more 

continued from page one

MISSIONS than 700 children and adults attend-
ed. The event takes place every two 
years.

“We were just so excited that so 
many churches felt this was a good 
way to teach their children about 
missions and what’s going on in the 
world,” said Gardner, adding, “And 
my prayer is that participants took 
away an understanding of people 
groups and who they are and how 
they can pray for people groups 
around the world and also how 
they can meet people groups here 
in Arkansas and even in their com-
munity.”
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Park Hill dedicates building
with ‘Read Thru the Bible’
NORTH LITTLE ROCK – Park 
Hill Baptist Church, North Little 
Rock, recently dedicated their reno-
vated worship center and children’s 
area not only through a dedication 
service, but also through the reading 
of the Bible.

“As a part of that dedication, we 
wanted to audibly read through the 
Bible to commit our worship area 
to all of God’s Word,” said Bob 
Harper, Park Hill Baptist’s associate 
pastor.

Thus, the church held a Read 
Thru the Bible emphasis the week 
of Feb. 24. Church members read 
between the morning and evening 
services Sunday and in 30-minute 
increments from 6 a.m. to 8 p.m. 
Monday through Saturday.

Harper said they read completely 
through the Bible once and through 
part of the New Testament a second 
time.

“Many families came with their 
small children and took part,” he 
said. “A few people came and read 
whenever they could find an open-
ing or just joined others who were 
reading by listening to the spoken 
Word of God.”

In all, more than 140 members 
participated.

“Our church staff thought this 
would be a great way for everyone 
to be a vital part in dedicating our 
worship center to God speaking into 
our lives,” he explained. “It truly 
was a blessing to our people as many 
commented on how special it was 
for them to have a part.”

“The response of the congrega-
tion was amazing as people want to 
do this again in the near future,” he 
said. 

“Lives were touched by how God 
spoke to them directly from His 
Word.”

The Partridge family – Mary Kate (left), Clay (second from left), Lori (second from right), and 
Emerson – take part in Park Hill Baptist Church’s Read Thru the Bible emphasis. More than 100 
other Park Hill Baptist members, including Lyla Bailey (above right photo), also participated.

Graham new camp manager at Siloam
SILOAM SPRINGS – Greg Graham 
has been named camp manager at 
Camp Siloam (Arkansas Baptist As-
sembly), in Siloam Springs.

Graham, of Hume, Calif., served 
four years as the vice president of 
Hume Lake Ministries, which is one 
of the largest camps in the United 
States, hosting 40,000 campers a 
year. Prior to serving at Hume Lake 
Ministries, Graham was owner of a 
recycling business in Visalia, Calif.

“Greg is a huge blessing to this 
camp ministry. Siloam is a Hebrew 
word meaning ‘sent’ and God con-
tinues to amaze us with who He is 
sending,” said Jason Wilkie, Camp 

Siloam executive director.
Wilkie invited Graham and his 

wife, Linda, to visit Siloam and see 
its potential. The couple was im-
pressed with how God was working 
at Siloam and said they would come.

“When you walk on these 
grounds, you feel the presence of 
God,” said Graham, “After our 
first visit, Linda said, ‘This place is 
anointed.’”

Graham will have oversight over 
all the food services, facilities and 
grounds. He will also be coordinat-
ing volunteer groups donating time 
to improve the camp. The Grahams 
have three children.

WHAT 
$6 BUYS  
TODAY...

It’s a no 
brainer!

Subscribe to ABN Now today at:

www.arkansasbaptist.org
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C l a s s i f i e d s
PASTOR

Temple Baptist Church seeking a pastor. Sub-
mit resumes to Pastor Search Committee, P.O. Box 
196, Waldron, AR 72958.

Otter Creek First Baptist Church is seeking re-
sumes for a bi-vocational pastor. Resumes will 
be taken through the month of March 2013. Mail to 
Pastor Search Committee, 13000 Quail Run Drive, 
Little Rock, AR 72210, or email to ocfbcmembers@
gmail.com.

Elliott Baptist Church, Camden, is seeking a 
full-time pastor. Send resume to Elliott Baptist 
Church, Pastor Search Committee, 4189 Hwy. 376 
South, Camden, AR  71701. Phone: 870-231-6411.

First Baptist Church of Crane, Mo., is seeking a 
conservative full-time pastor, who supports 
the SBC\MBC, to serve our congregation. Send 
resumes to FBC, P.O. Box 414, Crane, MO 65633 or 
email fbclindah@centurytel.net.

OTHER STAFF POSITIONS
Calvary Baptist Church, Republic, Mo., is re-

ceiving resumes for the position of full-time 
children’s minister. This person should be a 
visionary leader with a passion for reaching chil-

dren and families. Those interested may send their 
resume to Children’s Minister Search Team, Calvary 
Baptist Church, P.O. Box 421, Republic, MO 65738. 
Resumes will be received through April 15.

Pleasant Grove Baptist Church in West Little 
Rock is looking for a part-time worship pas-
tor to join our team as we strive to make a big deal 
of the BIG God we serve! Send resume to Pastor 
Chris Kinzler at ckinzler@pleasantgrovelr.org.

First Baptist Church, Ward, is accepting resumes 
for bi-vocational youth director. Email re-
sume to fbcwoffice@centurytel.net.

West View is seeking a full-time children 
pastor. Mail resumes to West View Baptist 
Church, 701 West Morgan, Paragould, AR 72450 or 
email dwilcox@grnco.net. 

First Baptist Church, Farmington, is seeking 
a full-time minister to students grades 
6-12. FBC is a growing church with great facili-
ties, a youth ministry built on personal discipleship 
and evangelism, and volunteers that are willing to 
invest in youth ministry. Resumes will be received 
until March 8 and may be emailed to brobarry@
fbc-farmington.com or sent to FBC Farmington, 
589 Rheas Mill Road, Farmington, AR 72730, Attn: 
Youth Minister Search Committee.

First Baptist Church, Seagraves, Texas, is accept-

ing resumes for full-time minister of music/
education. Main responsibility is to lead a blend-
ed worship service and choir. Education responsi-
bility, work alongside Sunday school teachers. A 
parsonage is provided. Send resume to First Baptist 
Church, P.O. Box 7, Seagraves, TX 79359 or email to 
fbcseagraves@valornet.com.

Calvary, NLR, is seeking a part-time minis-
ter of music, as well as a pianist. All those 
interested please call 501-945-4174. 

Star City First Baptist Church is seeking a full-
time associate pastor of students and 
worship. Prayerfully send resume: First Baptist 
Church, Search Committee, P.O. Box 368, Star City, 
AR 71667 or email to detrimcghee@yahoo.com.  
Fax: 870-628-4184.

Camp Paron is seeking a married couple 
willing to work flexible hours and varied tasks. 
Housing may be included as part of the pay pack-
age. Call 501-837-7362 for more information.

Springfield Baptist Church in Springfield, Tenn., 
is seeking a full-time leader of music and 
worship. The worship leader will be responsible 
for planning and conducting worship services, di-
recting various choirs, praise team and instru-
mentalists. Our worship services are a blend of 
traditional and contemporary music. A bachelor’s 

degree in music is required. A master’s degree is 
preferred. Please send all resumes to Springfield 
Baptist Church, Music Search Committee, 400 
North Main Street, Springfield, TN 37172. Please 
include a recent worship service DVD. Emails may 
be sent to  bethbohler05@gmail.com.

Pleasant Hill Baptist Church, Sardis, is looking 
for a church pianist. If interested, please contact 
Ray Morris at 501-366-6517.

MISCELLANEOUS

Do you need a church pianist? Try our 
piano CDs for churches to sing by! Hymns, sea-
sonal, choruses, etc. - Worship Service Resources, 
1-877-977-6800. Free demo! Special church pric-
ing! www.wsrpianocds.com.

The FCC will soon accept applications for LPFM 
stations. Expand your church ministry. 318-428-
4664 or buzzdavis@hughes.net.

T-211-1 Series HAMMOND Organ. Con-
tact: Donna Faulkner – 501-993-8391.

To place a classified ad in the Arkan-
sas Baptist News, call Nelle O’Bryan 

at 501-376-4791, ext. 5153.

Church life
The Central Baptist Church, 

Hot Springs, choir will present 
the cantata “Wondrous Love,” led 
by music director Brian Skinkle, at 
10:30 a.m. March 31.

The First Baptist Church, Har-
rison, children’s choir presented 
$4,828.79 to the House of HOPE 
in Harrison, which caters to the job-
less and homeless. They performed 
the musical “God of This City.” 

Allyson Smith, a Walnut Ridge 
native, has been named the new 
Miss Williams Baptist College. 

Obituaries
Charles Eugene Sharp, age 76, of 

Tulsa, Okla., died Feb. 
28. He is a graduate of 
Texarkana High School 
and attended Ouachita 
Baptist University and 
Henderson State Uni-
versity. He served in 
multiple churches in 

multiple states, including 
Arkansas. His Arkansas pastorates in-
cluded Westside Baptist Church, War-
ren, and Linwood Baptist Church, 
Moscow. He was director of missions 
for Bartholomew Baptist Association 
and was adjunct professor at South-
western Baptist Theological Seminary, 
Golden Gate Baptist Theological Sem-
inary, New Orleans Baptist Theologi-
cal Seminary and Midwestern Baptist 
Theological Seminary. He became 
the “wing chaplain” and director of 
aerospace education for the Arkansas 
Wing. Sharp developed a coopera-
tive agreement between the Civil Air 
Patrol and the Arkansas National 
Guard. Later, he served as the na-
tional chief of chaplains for the Civil 
Air Patrol, where he reached the rank 
of colonel. He is survived by his wife 
of 58 years, Peggie, three children, six 
grandchildren, one great-grandchild 
and three brothers. Sharp was pre-
ceded in death by his parents and 
one brother. A graveside service was 
held at Roselawn Cemetery in Pine 

Milestones
Walnut Street Baptist Church, 

Jonesboro, recently burned the 
$200,000 note owed on the admin-
istration/choir/youth building.

Ordinations

Kyle McNutt was ordained to the 
gospel ministry March 10 at First 
Baptist Church, Booneville.

On the move
Ethan Robinson is serving as pas-

tor of First Baptist Church, Casa.
Paul Bryant is serving as pastor 

of First Baptist Church, Garfield. 
He previously served as the church’s 
minister of youth and missions.

Matt Parker is serving on the 
staff of Second Baptist Church, Ark-

First Baptist Church, Brinkley, recently held a retirement reception for Pastor Jim McDaniel, who 
served as the church’s pastor for almost 42 years. He is married to Beverly. The reception included a 
3-D cake in the shape of the church.

Pastor retires

First Baptist Church, Lowell, honored Pastor 
Gary Thomas and wife, Rhonda, Feb. 10 for 
20 years of service. They held A Night to 
Remember, featuring dinner, music, memories 
and the presentation of a trip to the Holy Land. 
About 400 people attended the event.

FBC, Lowell, honors pastor

Bluff on March 4. In lieu of flowers, 
the family requests donations to any 
Alzheimer’s Association.

Sherman D. Bridgman, 88, died 
Feb 16. He is a gradu-
ate of Southern Bap-
tist College (now Wil-
liams Baptist College), 
East Texas Baptist Col-
lege and Southwestern 
Baptist Theological 
Seminary. Churches 

he served include Nay-
lor Baptist Church (now disbanded)  
of Faulkner Baptist Association. He 
is survived by his wife of 60 years, 
Dorothy, two children, two grand-
children, four sisters and one broth-
er. Funeral services were held Feb. 
20 at Roller-McNutt Funeral Home 
in Conway. 

Smith was crowned at the conclu-
sion of the 2013 pageant March 8 on 
the Williams campus.

New Covenant Family Ministries 
and 47th Street Baptist Church, 
both of North Little Rock, will hold 
a community-wide gathering April 6 
from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. at New Cov-
enant Family Ministries. The block 
party will feature games for children, 
activities for youth and adults and 
free food. 

Trinity Baptist Church, Fort 
Smith, will celebrate its 90th anni-
versary April 21.

Submit church news to the 
Arkansas Baptist News by emailing

 gayla@arkansasbaptist.org or 
calling 800-838-2272, ext. 5153.

adelphia, as student ministries pas-
tor, coming there from Texas, where 
he served as a minister to youth and 
children.
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Happy Birthday!
to all the missionary kids attending college who are

 celebrating birthdays in the month of April.
◆ April 2: Ellie Quick, OBU Box 3923, Arkadelphia, AR 71998-0001; 
 Uruguay. 
◆ April 29: Chris Carlton, OBU Box 3370, Arkadelphia, AR 71998-0001; 
 South Africa. 
◆ April 30: Bry Goss, OBU Box 3582, Arkadelphia, AR 71998-0001; 
 Indonesia. 

Caroline Association churches help family remodel
WARD – When members of First 
Baptist Church, Ward, found out a 
family in their church had lost their 
home, they wanted to help. 

The family of four had acquired a 
two-bedroom, one-bath mobile home 
in need of remodeling and an addi-
tion. 

So the members of First Baptist, 
along with members of fellow church-
es in Caroline Baptist Association, 
set to work helping with an addition/

remodel project for the family. 
Mack Davis, First Baptist Church 

pastor, said the project includes en-
larging the living space by eliminat-
ing a small bedroom; adding two 
bedrooms, a bathroom and a utility 
room to the length of the home, and 
working on the roof.

Participating churches include 
Mount Carmel Baptist Church, 
Cabot; First Baptist Church, Des 
Arc; Marshall Road Baptist Church, 

Jacksonville, and Steel Bridge Baptist 
Church, Lonoke. 

Several businesses have assisted by 
providing donations and discounts 
as well.

“The one concern I have for the 
family at this time that has not been 
resolved is the issue of a heat/air unit 
that would be able to serve them,” 
Davis said. “Everything else, God has 
provided, and I am sure this He will 
also provide.”

Parenting retreat, conf.
set for April in Van Buren

VAN BUREN – A parenting re-
treat and conference will be held 
Friday and Saturday, April 5-6 at 
the Oaks Manor Conference Cen-
ter near Van Buren. The 
theme of the weekend is 
The Warrior is a Child.

Led by Gary and Detra 
Thomas of Legacy Baptist 
Church, Fort Smith, the 
conference is a ministry of 
the couple’s A Heart for 
Home Ministries of Fort 
Smith.

Topics that weekend include 
“The Parenting Model Tug of 
War,” “Getting to the Heart of the 
Matter,” “The Making of a War-
rior” and “Preparing for Battle.”

The Thomas’ are natives of 
Conway and graduates of Central 
Baptist College, Conway. They 
have been married for 31 years. 
Gary Thomas is pastor of Legacy 
Baptist Church and chaplain at 

the Cass Job Corp near Ozark. 
Detra Thomas is church pianist at 
Legacy Baptist and works at Dress 
Barn in Fort Smith. Gary Thomas 

is the cartoonist for the Ar-
kansas Baptist News.

Prior to serving at Leg-
acy Baptist, the couple, 
along with their seven chil-
dren, ministered for eight 
years through A Heart for 
Home Ministries, travel-

ing in 16 states conducting 
revivals, camps and conferences 
encouraging revival and renewal 
in families.  

“The heart and conviction of 
our family is that Christ-centered 
marriages and homes are the keys 
to family success in the day in 
which we live,” said Gary Thomas.

Deadline to register for the 
conference is March 29. For more 
information, email gthomasfam@
gmail.com or call 870-270-0448.

‘The Warrior is a Child’

Ryan (left) and Chris (right), two Arkansas Baptist Boys Ranch residents, met Lt. Gov. Mark Darr 
(center) and Gov. Mike Beebe (not pictured) at a Feb. 26 event at the State Capitol. The boys were 
honored during an awards ceremony celebrating Alternative Education Day at the State Capitol. 
Their school, Bergman High School, was among 13 schools recognized for achievements during the 
ceremony. The boys were chosen to attend the event by school officials.

ABCHomes boys at Capitol

First Baptist Church, Cove, celebrated its centennial year on Dec. 12, 2012. The church, organized 
in 1912 with 12 members, called the event  “A Century of Ministry.”  The celebration included the 
current pastor, Ron Ladd, and former pastor, Richard Goodrum, speaking in the morning worship 
service. A slideshow of the church’s history, articles about the church, the reading of the names of 
former pastors and a meal concluded the services.

FBC, Cove, celebrates 100 years

Bill Moon of First Baptist Church, Ward, helps 
with construction.

Thomas

To advertise in the Arkansas Baptist News, call Nelle O’Bryan 
at 800-838-2272, ext. 5153, or email nelle@arkansasbaptist.org



COMMENTARY

The time in which humanity lives 
has been refigured. Matthew’s gospel 
began “in the beginning,” and now, 
at the end, a whole new beginning 
is opened up. The guards who stood 
their post to ensure nothing hap-
pened to Jesus’ body “became like 
dead men” (Matt. 28:4). 
This is the transforma-
tive power of Jesus’ res-
urrection. Those who 
thought themselves to 
be alive discover that 
what they took for life 
is death. The Resurrec-
tion creates a life freed 
from death’s trap.

The guards are fright-
ened to death, but the 
angel tells Mary Magda-
lene and Mary they do 
not need to be afraid. 
Jesus has made it possible to live 
without fear by drawing us into a 
way of life so compellingly true that 
we no longer have time to be afraid. 
For the Father has raised the Son 
from the dead because of His perfect 
obedience that led Him to the cross. 
Jesus was handed over and made 
subject to sinners and death itself, 
but He has been vindicated through 
His resurrection. 

Yet the Resurrection is not the 
sign that establishes Jesus as the 
Savior of the world. The guards 
were scared to death, but even this 
did not incline them to believe in 
Jesus. Jesus’ resurrection cannot 
be separated from His crucifixion. 

The Resurrection settles 
who God is. The Cru-
cifixion settles who we 
are – sinners in need 
of redemption. And 
in redemption, we are 
caught up in the joy of 
denying ourselves, pick-
ing up our own cross 
and following Jesus in 
this world (Matt. 16:24). 

Making a decision to 
believe in the risen Lord 
is to surrender to a life 
marked by a preoccupa-

tion with Jesus. Our deep, abiding 
relationship with Jesus determines 
our witness in the world. In other 
words, discipleship is not an option 
for the believer. This is our mandate: 
to be disciples who make disciples of 
all nations. Neither being a disciple 
nor making disciples are options for 
those who believe in the risen Lord 
– for this is the mark of one who 
claims the name “Christian.”

Michael Carpenter
church planter

The Church at Argenta
North Little Rock

Have you ever looked straight 
into the face of a friend and not 
seen him or her? 

I have. 
It usually happens when you are 

not expecting to see a person you 
know, or when you are lost in your 
own thoughts or when 
you are in a hurry. And 
it’s usually pretty em-
barrassing! You have 
to say, “I’m so sorry! I 
looked right at you but 
didn’t see you!”

That happened to 
Mary Magdalene. In 
her case, it was excus-
able. After all, the last 
she saw of Jesus was His 
crucifixion and burial. 
One does not typically 
get to speak to a friend 
again after the friend’s 
funeral. 

Mary goes to the tomb and finds 
it empty. She is distraught and 
weeping when she turns to see Jesus 
standing there. But she merely sees 
Him. She does not recognize Him. 
John tells us in John 20:14 that 
Mary “turned around and saw Jesus 
standing, but she did not know that 
it was Jesus.” 

In fact, she thought He was the 
gardener!

How often has this happened 
with you and Jesus? Do you think 
it is possible to be standing in the 
presence of the Lord and not recog-
nize Him? How often do we pray to 

Him when He’s already 
placed the answer right 
in front of our faces? 
How often do we beg 
Him for help when He 
is, in truth, helping us at 
that very moment? How 
many times do we miss 
His presence because 
we are too busy begging 
Him for His presence?

The resurrected Jesus 
finally reveals Himself 
to Mary. John 20:16, 
says Jesus simply speaks 
her name and she recog-

nizes Him and rejoices.
“Jesus said to her, ‘Mary.’ She 

turned and said to him in Aramaic, 
‘Rabboni!’ (which means Teacher)” 
(John 20:16, ESV).

The Lord has not come to hide 
from His people, even if it feels like 
it sometimes. He is here, now, in 
Jesus. He is risen, and He is calling 
your name.

Wyman Richardson
pastor

Central Baptist
North Little Rock

“But godliness with contentment 
is great gain” (1 Tim. 6:6).

The story is told of a poor woman 
who was trudging wearily through 
the driving rain and the icy wind. 
She came at last to the big house 
to which she was head-
ing. When the door 
opened, she found 
a great blazing fire 
in the fireplace, and 
she sat down on the 
mat inside the door, 
completely worn and 
soaked through. 

“Get up,” the peo-
ple said. “Come to the 
fire and get dry and 
warm.” 

“No,” she replied. 
“Don’t disturb me; 
I’m quite content to remain here.”

 Now that you are a Christian, are 
you content to stay on the mat? 

You see, the Christian life is in-
tended to be one of constant growth, 
progress and maturity – beginning 
with spiritual infancy and moving to 
spiritual adolescence and then on to 
spiritual sanctification.

Christians are also known by 
what they follow – 1 Timothy 6:11 
says to “follow after righteousness, 

godliness, faith, love, patience, 
meekness.”

The Christian life is not just 
about running from what’s wrong; 
it’s about running toward what’s 
right, and if we stop pursuing what 

is righteous, it will elude 
us. We’ll never be at the 
point where we have fi-
nally outdistanced what 
is wrong, nor will we ever 
be at the point where we 
have fully captured what 
is right. Our entire lives 
are meant to be spent 
pursuing what is right 
and fleeing from what is 
wrong.  

Proverbs 15:9 says the 
Lord “loveth him that 
followeth after righteous-

ness.”
What a great thought. Ask your-

self what it is you pursue? What are 
you living for? What are you direct-
ing your goals and energies toward? 

The righteousness Paul has in 
mind here is not imputed righ-
teousness received at salvation – it’s 
practical righteousness. We grow in 
godliness by pursuing spiritual gain. 
Christians are to earnestly desire to 
be strong, God-dependent people.

My family has a Dodge Caravan 
that has exceeded most expectations 
of longevity. We had noticed lately, 
though, that it was getting harder to 
see things when we drove at night. 
Since I am aging at the same speed 
as the van, I thought it 
was my eyes.

My wife had a dif-
ferent idea. She tried 
using a kit for clean-
ing headlight lenses 
and, surprisingly, now 
we can see longer dis-
tances. It is amazing the 
difference a clear light 
makes on a dark road.

From the dark roads 
of Arkansas, we come 
to Mount Sinai on our 
way to the Promised 
Land from Egypt. Here it is not dark 
and buggy. Instead, there is fire and 
smoke and the shaking of the earth 
(Ex. 19:18-19). God Himself is pres-
ent here and in a way that He has 
not shown His presence before.

The presence of God, though, 
does not come without cost to the 
people. In Exodus 19, boundaries 
are set; warnings are given. The 
people are consecrated. They are 
challenged to set aside normal life 

pursuits and focus their energy on 
one thing: being holy before the 
Lord God.

They are called, here, to change 
their lives. God had changed their 
status from slave to free and had 

brought the people to 
Himself (Ex. 19:4); now 
they were being called 
to change their behavior 
from normal to holy. 

To what end? To be 
His possession among 
the peoples of the earth, 
to be those who showed 
the world who the One 
True God is. They were 
all to be, as Christians 
today are commanded, 
the light of the world 
(Matt. 5:14), showing 

the world how to find the way from 
the darkness of futile idolatry to the 
light of God.

Being tarnished by their old be-
havior, though, risked making them 
as old headlights: dull and ineffec-
tive. 

The same message applies to us 
today: let the holiness of God polish 
us, to make us effective lights for His 
purposes – to make us clear lights 
on dark roads, that all may see Him.

Doug Hibbard
pastor

First Baptist
Almyra

Don Bradford
pastor

Cherry Street Baptist
Clarksville

Seeing or recognizing?
JOHN 20:1-18

BIBLE STUDIES FOR LIFE:

Believe in the risen Lord 
MATTHEW 28:1-10,16-20

EXPLORE THE BIBLE:

Pursue spiritual gain
1 TIMOTHY  6: 3-19

EXPLORE THE BIBLE:

Called to holiness
EXODUS 19:1-6, 10-14, 16-19

BIBLE STUDIES FOR LIFE:
APRIL 7, 2013

MARCH 31, 2013
10   March 21, 2013
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•March 23: Disaster Relief 
Training – Immanuel Baptist 
Church, Warren
•April 2: VBS State Training 
Event – Walnut Street Baptist 
Church, Jonesboro
•April 4: Master’Singers Festi-
val of Song – First Baptist Church, 
Hot Springs
•April 5-7: CONNECT – Cam-
den
•April 6: Disaster Relief Train-
ing – First Baptist Church, Moun-
tain Home 
•April 9: VBS State Training 
Event – Park Hill Baptist Church, 
North Little Rock 
•April 11: Mission Connection 
Event – Second Baptist Church, 
Jacksonville 
•April 13: Mission Connec-
tion Event – North Main Baptist 
Church, Jonesboro
•April 14: Cooperative Pro-
gram Sunday – Nationwide
•April 19-21: CONNECT – 
Mountain Home
•April 22-26: Intentional In-
terim Ministry Seminar – Camp 
Paron

For more information on events, go to 
www.absc.org, or call 800-838-2272.

ABSC
calendar

Sean Mills leaves ABSC for church in Tulsa
LITTLE ROCK – Sean Mills, youth 
strategist for the Arkansas Baptist 
State Convention (ABSC), has been 
named lead children’s pastor at 
theChurch, which has campuses in 
Broken Arrow and Tulsa, Okla. Mills 
will be leaving his current position 
the end of May.

“I am extremely thankful for 
the time he has spent serving the 
ABSC on the evangelism and church 
growth team, and though we hate to 
lose him, I am excited for him and 

his family as they make this transi-
tion,” said Marcus Brown, 
interim team leader of the 
ABSC evangelism and church 
growth team.

Mills has served at multiple 
churches throughout Arkan-
sas and Mississippi since en-
tering vocational ministry in 
1999. 

Churches where he has 
served include Second Baptist 
Church, Hot Springs; Highland Bap-

tist Church, Laurel, Miss.; Immanuel 
Baptist Church, Warren, and 
First Baptist Church, Lavaca.

Prior to joining the ABSC, 
Mills served as student and 
education pastor at Beech 
Street Baptist Church, Texar-
kana, from August 2007 to 
March 2011.

A reception for Mills will 
be held from 2 to 3 p.m. 

March 27 at the ABSC building in 
Little Rock.

Mills

HOT SPRINGS – About 140 hand-
bell ringers from 11 churches across 
Arkansas gathered at Hot Springs 
Baptist Church, Hot 
Springs, March 8-9 
for the 39th Annual 
Arkansas State Hand-
bell Festival.

Larry Grayson, 
leadership and wor-
ship team member, 
said the purpose of 
the handbell festival 
is to “give ringers a 
very unique experi-
ence of 100-plus ring-
ers ringing together 
– it’s a very unique 
sound – as well as to 
encourage and chal-
lenge them to contin-
ue in their ministry.”

Joel Raney, hand-
bell arranger and 
composer of church music, served 
as clinician and directed ringers in 
mass ringing. Together, the ringers 
practice five songs they had previ-
ously rehearsed on their own. At 
the end of the festival, a concert was 
held. 

In addition to rehearsing and 

performing together, each handbell 
choir had the opportunity to play for 
the other choirs.

“In an age where 
handbell ringing is 
somewhat on the 
decline, this event 
offers an opportuni-
ty to refresh and in-
spire ringers to keep 
doing what they’re 
doing and also to 
find new venues of 
ministries for their 
ringing,” said Gray-
son.

He said in the 
past they have dis-
cussed ways to take 
handbell choirs out 
of the church and 
use them in minis-
try, such as by hold-
ing concerts or tak-

ing them to senior adult facilities. 
He said the directors have a round 

table discussion during the event, 
during which they can share ideas 
and wisdom.

“So the directors are also getting 
an opportunity to be challenged and 
refreshed,” he explained.

Eleven churches ‘ring in’ March 

THE ARKANSAS Baptist 
State Convention leadership 
and worship team awards the 
Master’Singers Memorial Schol-
arship annually to a deserving 
student who is preparing for 
some type of vocational minis-
try through music.

The scholarship is estab-
lished to memorialize deceased 
members of the Arkansas 
Master’Singers. 

Funds for the $2,000 scholar-
ship are received in the form of 
memorial gifts and freewill of-
ferings at concerts presented by 
the Master’Singers.

Other information, as well as 
application forms for this year’s 
scholarship, may be download-
ed at www.absc.org/music or 
obtained by calling 800-838-
2272, ext. 5121. 

The deadline for this year’s 
scholarship applications is June 
11.

Master’Singers 
scholarship 

available  

LITTLE ROCK – Critical Incident 
Stress Management (CISM) Training 
will be held April 24-25 and April 
26-27 at the Arkansas Baptist State 
Convention (ABSC) building in Lit-
tle Rock.

Courses will be taught by certi-
fied International Critical Incident 

Stress Foundation (ICISF) instruc-
tors. 

Greg Young, a police chaplain 
from Milwaukee, Wis., will lead 
Emotional and Spiritual Care in 
Disaster Operations. Sterling Clay-
poole, a police and fire chaplain in 
El Dorado, will lead Individual Crisis 

Critical Incident Stress Management courses set
because she was on the Arkansas 
WMU staff when the Hispanic 
women’s work started ... and 
was responsible for their good 
start, and then served as advisor 
to them for several years,” said 
Debbie Moore, Arkansas Baptist 
State Convention missions sup-
port team member and advisor 
to the Arkansas UFM. “It will be 
an annual offering to help with 
the advancement of Hispanic 
UFM work in Arkansas.”

Keathley died in early 2012 of 
transverse myelitis.

The women also enjoyed fel-
lowship, worship, Bible study 
and a missions emphasis at the 
meeting. 

Moore said the purpose of 
Arkansas UFM is to “teach mis-
sions and train leaders in our 
Hispanic churches and to en-
courage our Hispanic adults, 
students, children and pre-
schoolers to pray for missions, 
give to missions and be involved 
in missions.”

continued from page one

OFFERING
Two events, one location

Intervention and Peer Support, as 
well as Group Crisis Intervention.

The conference provides training 
for pastors, chaplains, disaster relief 
responders, first responders and 
others who deal with people going 
through crisis. 

“Just two weeks ago I received 
an email from a volunteer chaplain 
who was called out to deal with a cri-
sis,” said Bob Fielding, ABSC mis-
sions ministries team member. “He 
was able to put the skills he learned 
last year to work and helped many 
people. Anyone dealing with people 
will sooner or later end up walking 
with them through a crisis. Adding 
these courses to your tool chest will 
help.”

For more information, visit www.
absc.org/chaplaincyevents or con-
tact Fielding at bfielding@absc.org 
or Chris Copeland at ccopeland@
absc.org. 

Registration deadline is April 15.

Eleven churches took part in the 
annual handbell festival.
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trailer park residents

New Hope
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Families on Mission
700-plus children and 
adults spend day at zoo
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