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 ABN classifieds get results! 
Read them on Page 10.

The ABN classifieds are a great way to advertise 
for your church, ministry or business. 

You can now submit a classified ad via the ABN website at 

arkansasbaptist.org/ad

For mer addicts  
get ‘second chance’  
in  Jesus Christ
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Digest
Stories of interest 

to Arkansas Baptists 

NASHVILLE, Tenn. – 
Parenting has never been 
easy. But most would 
agree that today’s parents 
have their work cut out for 
them.

Recognizing unique 
challenges faced by today’s 
parents, the Southern 
Baptist Convention’s Eth-
ics and Religious Liberties 
Commission (ERLC) is 
hosting a national confer-
ence titled, “Parenting: 
Christ-centered parenting 
in a complex world,” Aug. 
24-26 at the Opryland 
Hotel in Nashville, Tenn.

The ERLC’s fourth 
annual national confer-
ence will provide parents 
with ideas and strategies 
for raising children “in 
a Christ-centered way” 
amid “a shifting society,” 
according to the ERLC 
website.

The three-day confer-
ence’s structure will in-
clude plenary speakers 
and presentations, panel 
discussions and breakout 
sessions addressing gospel-
driven topics including: 
“Raising counter-cultural 
kids,” “Shaping children’s 
hearts,” “Addressing the 
problem of pornogra-
phy,” “Navigating technol-
ogy and media with your 
kids,” “Discussing the 
birds and the bees” and 
“Pressing on when you fail 
as a parent.” 

Keynote speakers will 
include Russell Moore, 
ERLC president; Jim 
Daly, president of Focus 
on the Family; Sally Lloyd-
Jones, children’s book au-
thor; Todd Wagner, senior 
pastor and elder at Water-
mark Community Church 
in the Dallas-Fort Worth, 
Texas, area, and Jen 
Wilkin, women’s Bible 
teacher and speaker.

For more information 
on the ERLC’s upcoming 
parenting conference, or 
to register, visit erlc.com/
upcoming-events/erlc-na-
tional-conference-2017.

For more ABN Digest, go to 

arkansasbaptist.org/abn-digest

ERLC parenting conf.   
Aug. 24-26 in Nashville

Ark. Baptists partner with Send City  
missionaries across North America
Margaret Colson
Arkansas Baptist News

IN CITIES throughout North 
America, Arkansas Baptists 
are making an impact for Jesus 
Christ through church plant-
ing partnerships.

Three church planters with 
the Southern Baptist North 
American Mission Board re-
cently chatted with host Bill 
Bumpas in Arkansas Baptist 

News (ABN) Podcast 67. They 
discussed the unique contexts 
in which they were serving and 
the blessings of their partner-
ships with Arkansas 
Baptists.

Josh McCarty, 
River City Church, 
Grand Junction, 
Colo.

Church planter 
Josh McCarty has 
been serving in Grand 
Junction, Colo., for 
about six months. “The reason 
that Grand Junction was on 
our hearts is that it’s much like 
the rest of Colorado; about 70 
percent (of residents) do not 
claim any religious affiliation,” 
he said.

There, he and a developing 
core team are seeking to plant 
River City Church.

Though Grand Junction 
seems like “a tucked away spot 
in western Colorado,” it is a 
growing city and home to Col-
orado Mesa University.

“When we went there, we 
saw great opportunity to build 
a relational, missional, gos-
pel- centered church, one that 
would connect with our neigh-

bors and one that would con-
nect with the college campus,” 
McCarty said.

McCarty’s vision is for River 
City Church to be a “church 
that multiplies,” sending ad-
ditional church planters into 
other areas in western Colo-
rado with the gospel of Jesus 
Christ.

“We wouldn’t be able to be 
out there if it weren’t for the 
support and backing of Ar-
kansas Baptist churches,” Mc-
Carty said, adding that several 
Arkansas Baptist churches are 
providing financial support 

and others are sending teams 
on mission trips to help with 
his church plant.

“It’s a blessing to have this 
network,” he said.

Jason Helmbacher, The 
Church at Affton, St. Louis, 
Mo.

In St. Louis, where an esti-
mated 85 to 90 percent of peo-
ple are not Christians, church 
planter Jason Helmbacher is 
replanting The Church at Af-
fton, a church that was already 
located in the community 
but was dying. The original 
church “had become an island 
in the sea of change,” said  
Helmbacher. 

St. Louis is an international 

city with the largest commu-
nity of Bosnians outside of 
Bosnia, said the pastor. “In 
St. Louis it’s not about talking 
about obscure countries on 
the other side of the world; it’s 
talking about loving our neigh-
bors literally here and reach-
ing the nations. There’s a lot 
of darkness here, but we are 
called to be light in the dark,” 
he said.

The Church at Affton 
was launched Easter Sunday 
2016. “We’re seeing people 
come to know Jesus, and we’re 
celebrating those stories of 

life change,” Helm-
bacher said. Also he 
said that some of the 
“remnant” of believ-
ers from the original 
church are “seeing a 
new passion for the 
gospel. They are see-
ing transformation 
themselves as they 

become missionaries there in 
their own city.”

Helmbacher expressed 
thankfulness for some “very 
strong partners” in Arkansas 
Baptist churches and church 
members “who come and help 
us to be the hands and feet of 
Jesus right there in our neigh-
borhood.”

Matt Hess, Fellowship 
Pickering Church, Toronto, 
Ontario, Canada.

For the past five years, 
church planter Matt Hess 
has been serving in Toronto, 
Ontario, Canada, the fourth 
largest city in North America, 
the “most diverse city in the 
world,” and a city where 97 

percent of its population is 
spiritually lost. 

“Our heart has always been 
for multiplication,” said Hess, 
who launched Fellowship 
Pickering Church in October 
2013, which then launched 
a second church in March 
2015, a third church in Oc-
tober 2016 and is looking to 
launch a fourth church in the 
coming months. The ultimate 
goal is to launch 12 churches. 
“We see Jesus pouring into the 
12 what He wished He could 
have poured into the masses,” 
explained Hess.

“We have incredible part-
ners throughout the state of 
Arkansas, and they’re catch-
ing a vision for being in a hard 
place. Arkansas Baptists have 
historically had a heart for the 
lost, and I think that’s why 
we’re seeing what we are,” said 
Hess.

Hess said he is grateful for 
the prayer, provision and par-
ticipation of church partners. 
“The reality of it is the more 
post-modern and secularized 
North America is becoming, 
the more difficult it’s going to 
be to reach lost people,” Hess 
said.

Contact Margaret Colson at 

margaret@arkansasbaptist.org.

Elliff

Statewide Prayer Gathering set for Aug. 28-29
LITTLE ROCK – The Arkan-
sas Baptist State Convention 
(ABSC) is calling Arkansas 
Baptist ministers and 
others to gather for the 
fourth annual State-
wide Prayer Gathering 
Aug. 28-29 at Cross 
Church Pinnacle Hills 
in Rogers.

The prayer event 
is “an opportunity to 
unite under one roof 
for a time of prayer for revival 
and spiritual awakening,” ac-
cording to state convention 
organizers. The schedule for 

the event is 6:30-9:30 p.m., 
Monday, Aug. 28, and 8 a.m. 
to noon, Tuesday, Aug. 29.

“Whether you are 
a pastor, a ministry 
staff member, a staff 
member of one of 
our ABSC agencies 
or institutions, an as-
sociational missionary, 
a student training for 
ministry, an itiner-
ant minister, a retired 

minister or an ABSC staff 
member, we are inviting you 
to gather with us to call out to 
God in prayer for revival and 

spiritual awakening in our na-
tion,” said J.D. “Sonny” Tuck-
er, ABSC executive director, 
about the event.

Tucker added, “We 
must be clear. This is 
not a ‘come and go,’ 
nor is it a ‘come and be 
seen’ event. This is not 
a time to come hang 
out in the hallway. We 
are gathering for seri-
ous prayer ‘from start 
to finish,’ appealing to God 
for revival and awakening.”

 “Please pray that pastors 
will be encouraged and in-

spired by this time of focused 
prayer and will go back and 
lead their congregations to be 

more committed to 
prayer,” states an email 
sent by the ABSC ex-
ecutive team.

The prayer event 
will be facilitated by 
Bill Elliff, pastor of 
The Summit Church, 
North Little Rock, 
and Ronnie Floyd, se-

nior pastor of Cross Church, 
northwest Arkansas. Prayer 
segments will be led by pastors 
from across Arkansas.

Listen as Bill Bumpas, host of the ABN 
Podcast, interviews North American  

Mission Board missionaries at  
arkansasbaptist.org/abn-podcast

McCarty Helmbacher Hess

Floyd
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Federal court upholds 
N.C. religious liberty law

Former addict now on divine mission

ASHEVILLE, N.C. (BP) 
– The 4th U.S. Circuit 
Court of Appeals ruled 
June 28 in favor of a 
North Carolina religious 
liberty law protecting 
county magistrates. The 
law allows the public offi-
cials to recuse themselves 
from performing marriage 
ceremonies for or issuing 
marriage licenses to same-
sex couples.

The appeals court de-
clared the three couples 
that filed suit didn’t have 
standing because the law 
hadn’t harmed them. The 
ruling, issued by a three-
judge panel, mirrors a dis-
trict court decision against 
the plaintiffs for the same 
reason.

State Sen. Phil Berger, 
who authored the legisla-
tion, cheered the ruling, 
saying, “Once again, a 
federal court has rejected 
the idea that exercising 
one’s First Amendment 
religious freedoms some-
how infringes on others’ 
rights.”

Margaret Colson
and Caleb Yarbrough 

Arkansas Baptist News

AUGUSTA – On Aug. 16,  
2009, Jeff Collins died. His 
three decades of drug abuse 
had worn down his body, and 
a heart attack had left him 
clinically dead.

At that moment Collins, 
then 46 years old, did not see 
a flash of bright light and Jesus 
welcoming him into heaven. 
Instead, he found himself in 
hell – much worse than the 
hell he had been living on 
earth.

Soon after his descent into 
hell, however, Collins was re-
suscitated from what he calls 
his “death experience.”

“I’ve been to real hell,” he 
said of his life-changing experi-
ence. “God took me there to 
show me what it (hell) was,” 
adding that he wants to spread 
the word that hell is real.

Although most of his life 
had been spent in a blur of 
drug addiction, Collins said 
that when he awakened from 
his death experience, “I didn’t 
know what it felt like to be an 
addict.” Since that day he has 
never used drugs again, and he 
has never even had the desire 
to do so. 

“I’m a miracle,” he said.
Collins had made a profes-

sion of faith as a child, but 
when drugs had their death-
grip on him, he wandered far 
from God. Still, he knew his 
wife and mother continued 
to pray for him. “They never 
gave up on me,” he said. Oc-
casionally they would persuade 
him to attend church, partic-
ularly for special events. To 
relax himself to walk into the 

church building, however, he 
would “get high” first.

After his death experience, 
Collins realized that, in spite 
of his running from God, 
“God had never left me.” 

Collins had been given a 
second chance, and he wanted 
to make the most of it.

Instead of wasting the life 
that God had given back to 
him, Collins sensed God call-
ing him to start a ministry 
aimed at helping other addicts 
escape the devastating effects 
of drug and alcohol abuse. 

Although, he said, “I had 
forgotten how to pray; I told 
God, ‘If You will help me 
with my addiction, I will serve 
You.’”

Soon, Second Chance Min-
istry was launched. Through 
the ministry, Collins, a mem-
ber of First Baptist Church, 
Augusta, goes into rehab cen-
ters, prisons, churches, homes 
– wherever he can go – to en-
courage and support addicts 
and their families in finding 
freedom from addiction.

Collins leads a weekly class 
at Wilbur D. Mills Treatment 
Center in Searcy. The alcohol 
and drug abuse rehabilitation 
center was built in honor of 
Mills who served Arkansas in 
the U.S. House of Representa-
tives from 1939 to 1977. Mills 
struggled publicly with alco-
holism. During his last years in 
Congress and until his death 
in 1992, Mills raised funds for 
alcohol recovery centers and 
programs and spoke nationally 
on the subject.

“I go to where the need is,” 
Collins said, adding that he 
receives phone calls anytime 
of the day or night from ad-
dicts, frantic family members, 

law enforcement officers and 
others.

God, he said, “puts the 
words in my mouth, and I 
speak.”

He tells addicts, “I’ve been 
where they’re at,” and he tells 
them of the freedom they can 
find in Jesus Christ.

He doesn’t guarantee that 
every addict he meets will be 
saved from their addictions, 
but he can guarantee that he 
will tell everyone he meets 
about God. 

The ministry, he said, “is all 
God. I know God is using Jeff 
to make a difference.”

“If I can help save one per-
son’s life, it’s worth it,” he 
said.

One young woman, who 
had struggled with addiction 
throughout her life, expressed 
gratitude to Collins in a per-
sonal letter. She wrote: “You 
talked me back to sanity and 
prayed for me and with me. 
You showed me forgiveness, 
compassion and real love. 
Most importantly … you (en-
couraged) me … to ask God 
and Jesus into my heart again 

so I could start anew on the 
path of His will for my life and 
the strength to carry it out.”

A rehab center counselor 
said, “Every single week I see 
Jeff touch and change lives 
with his testimony and words 
of inspiration and encourage-
ment. His message is simple, 
but it has a profound impact 
on those fortunate enough to 
hear it: ‘You must give your life 
to the Lord and work for Him 
in order to face the demons 
that you are battling.’ He is a 
positive light in this world.”

Because the drug epidemic 
is so prevalent, Collins said he 
would love to see his ministry 
expand. He dreams of start-
ing a ranch that would help 
addicts break their addictions 
and also help prepare them for 
productive lives moving for-
ward beyond their addictions.

On July 11 Second Chance 
Ministry began a new out-
reach. Each Tuesday night at 6 
p.m. the ministry holds a Cel-
ebrate Deliverance service at 
Honey Hill Christian Union 

Jeff Collins, founder of Second Chance Ministry, stands in front of a portable kneeling 
bench that was given to the ministry. According to Collins, the bench contains years 
of tears shed by men and women praying on it after being “broken by God.”  Photo 
by Caleb Yarbrough

Collins prays for a woman during a meeting of Second Chance Ministry’s weekly 
Celebrate Deliverance service. Photo by Caleb Yarbrough

ATLANTA (BP) – A com-
mittee charged with rec-
ommending how the Co-
operative Baptist Fellow-
ship (CBF) can “strength-
en [its] unity” despite “dif-
fering beliefs and practices 
in matters of human sexu-
ality” hopes to propose 
in the next six months 
“a more faithful path for-
ward” in the CBF's discus-
sion of homosexuality.

The six-member illumi-
nation project committee 
was appointed to recom-
mend whether the CBF 
governing board should 
amend the Fellowship's 
hiring policy. The policy 
currently “does not allow 
... for the purposeful hir-
ing of a staff person or the 
sending of a missionary 
who is a practicing homo-
sexual.”

CBF to evaluate stance 
on homosexuality 

See MISSION page 7
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Editorial&Opinion
“Always be prepared to give an answer 
to everyone who asks you to give the 

reason for the hope that you have...”
 1 Peter 3:15 (NIV)

Light a bonfire in your church around Acts 1:8
ting to be more intentional 
and strategic in taking the 
gospel to their communities, 
state, nation and world.

What’s more, most Baptist 
state conventions – along 
with many associations – com-
mitted to lead their churches 
to focus their energies around 
Acts 1:8.

In 2008, I wrote an article 
published in 
Baptist Press 
which said, in 
part:

“From the 
beginning, 

the purpose of the Acts 1:8 
Challenge has been that it 
would be a passion, not just 
another program. Pastors and 
other key leaders in Southern 
Baptist churches of all sizes 
are identifying a return to an 
Acts 1:8 style of missions as 
God’s way of refocusing their 
ministries. The purpose of 
the church is for every mem-
ber to be actively sharing Jesus 
Christ with a lost and dying 
world – ‘in Jerusalem, in all 
Judea, Samaria and to the 
ends of the earth!’”

Story after story has been 
recounted over the years of 
how God has blessed church-
es choosing to proactively and 
intentionally rally around His 
mission – and I witnessed 
many of them.

The article continued, 
“When a church focuses on 
the Acts 1:8 paradigm of 
missions, every aspect of the 
church – His church – has 
purpose. For example, no 
longer is a small group Bible 
study, music or youth min-
istry only for members who 
have been assimilated into the 
body of the church. Rather, 
these programs become stra-
tegic and significant outreach 
tools to share the message of 

F or most of us, life and 
ministry take lots of twists 

and turns.
For me there are many that 

I could mention. One was 
in 2006 when I became the 
national coordinator of the 
Southern Baptist Convention 
(SBC) Acts 1:8 Challenge at 
the North American Mission 
Board (NAMB).

A few years 
earlier South-
ern Baptist 
leaders had 
launched the 
initiative with 
lots of fanfare at First Baptist 
Church in Woodstock, Ga.

The Acts 1:8 Challenge was 
designed to set forth a frame-
work for a unified denomina-
tional missions strategy based 
on the local church. The goal 
of the Acts 1:8 Challenge was 
to assist the church in “devel-
oping strategies to advance 
the Great Commission at 
local, state, national and in-
ternational levels.”

Being asked to lead such an 
important initiative for the 
convention was particularly 
humbling.

You see, absent some lim-
ited seminary training, all of 
my professional degrees are in 
communications.

But that’s exactly what I 
was told the Acts 1:8 Chal-
lenge initiative needed mov-
ing forward. Two years after it 
was launched, it was evident 
to SBC leaders that someone 
needed to give consistent 
leadership.

In the four years that I was 
privileged to be a part of the 
Acts 1:8 Challenge, it grew 
tremendously.

At the end of 2010, about 
4,000 Southern Baptist 
churches had embraced the 
Acts 1:8 Challenge, commit-

Cartoon by Gary Thomas

Pressing On
Tim Yarbrough
Phil. 3:14
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Jesus Christ.”
In 2010, the NAMB re-

search team did an informal 
survey of Southern Baptist 
churches committed to the 
Acts 1:8 Challenge, versus all 
Southern Baptist churches, 
showing a church’s focus on 
its role in carrying out the 
mission of God made a huge 
difference in Great Commis-
sion impact.

Per capita, the number of 
baptisms by churches embrac-
ing the Acts 1:8 Challenge 
were double the number 
baptized in all SBC churches. 
The survey showed that mis-
sion participants averaged 28 
per capita in Acts 1:8-focused 
churches, as compared to four 
per capita in non-Acts 1:8 
Challenge churches.

Additionally, giving to the 
Cooperative Program, Annie 
Armstrong and Lottie Moon 
annual offerings were mark-
edly higher.

What’s more, many of the 
churches embracing the Acts 
1:8 initiative were smaller 
membership churches in the 
SBC, mirroring the overall 
make-up of the convention 
and supporting the notion 
that being an Acts 1:8-focused 
church is not about size, staff 
or even structure. Neither is 
it about a specific program. It 
is about a church being about 
its core mission – which is to 
reach the world for Christ.

Subsequently, an Acts 
1:8-focused church is more 
about a congregation’s pas-
sion than its percentages. It is 

a church that focuses more on 
its burden than its bigness.

Your church has an op-
portunity this fall to join 
hundreds of other Arkansas 
Baptist churches that have 
made Acts 1:8 an integral part 
of their ongoing story.

The Arkansas Baptist State 
Convention, in cooperation 
with the North Pulaski Asso-
ciation in North Little Rock, 
will host the Acts 1:8 One 
Day Mission Trip Oct. 7. Ac-
tivities will be varied and for 
all ages – with the sole pur-
pose of making Jesus Christ 
known.

Isn’t it time your church lit 
a bonfire around Acts 1:8?

Tim Yarbrough is editor/

executive director of the Arkansas 

Baptist News.
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Our seasons
H ow do you go about getting to know someone new? If 

you are anything like me, you probably steer conversa-
tion toward sharing a bit about background and experienc-
es, seeking common ground. The more you build a friend-
ship, the more you look for interests, likes and dislikes. 
Preferences. Personality quirks. 

I am currently reading “Spiritual Rhythm: Being with 
Jesus Every Season of Your Soul” by Mark Buchanan. In 
the first chapter, the author tells a brief story that made 
me stop and ponder the “getting to know 
you” experience in a new light. “I once 
showed during a Sunday service a video 
of Baptist missionaries martyred in South 
America,” Buchanan writes. “I was hugely 
inspired by their examples of heroic and 
sacrificial faith. But a woman came up to 
me afterward who was in the winter of 
her heart. All she said was, ‘That was meaningless.’”

The author’s intention in telling the story was to offer a 
picture of what it means to be in a winter of the soul. But 
this particular story also left me contemplating our view of 
relationships. 

You see, our interactions tend to take personality, histo-
ry, interests, preferences, circumstances and so many other 
factors into consideration. But, how often do we consider 
seasons, paying attention to the fact that our very essence 
is colored by temporary changes in our spiritual well-being? 
Sometimes history and circumstances make it clear what 

season of life we’re in. Other times, though, it is a deep, 
spiritual reality that eludes any common sense explana-
tion. Perhaps we are in a season where our joy cannot be 
dimmed no matter what circumstances hit us. Maybe we 
are steadfast and sure in faith because we can confidently 
rest in our Savior. Or possibly we feel weary, drained and 
completely cut off from anything that could remotely be 
called joy or steadfastness.  

Whatever the case, the phase – or season, to hearken 
back to Buchanan’s book – tends to color ev-
erything about who we are. It obscures some 
aspects of our personalities while highlighting 
others. It heavily impacts how others see us, 
even though it is temporary. 

Yet, we are judged (positively or negatively) 
by our words and actions as if our season’s 
color was permanent. And we judge others the 

same way.
What if we were to stop and consider one another’s 

seasons as well as personalities and interests? That simple 
extra step of thoughtfulness just might be the key to under-
standing one another’s words and actions. It could open 
up avenues for mentoring and discipleship as we dive into 
what Scripture says about our seasons. And it could help 
us understand rather than condemn the heart of the one 
who cries, “Meaningless!” from the winter of her soul. 

Ann Hibbard is a member of East End Baptist Church in East 

End. Read her blog at annhibbard.com.

T here are no easy or straight-
forward answers to this 

profound question, but the Bible 
does provide some clues for the 
reader to find. 

First, God loves community. 
The Bible shows that God is One, 
and He is also three distinct Per-
sons, the Trinity. God the Father, 
God the Son (Jesus), and God the 
Holy Spirit live together in com-
munity.  

Second, God is unselfish. 
When He spoke the heavens and 
the earth into existence, God 
extended His community. God 
saw that all His creation was 
good (Gen. 1:31), and it all has 
the opportunity to praise and 
glorify God (Psa. 19:1). Because 
humanity is the highest of God’s 
creation (Psa. 8:4-5), individuals 
get to commune with Him, and 
they act and react to His presence. 
Humans can laugh with Him, 
cry with Him and even get angry 
with Him. Most of all, however, 
individuals can become personal 
with God.

Third, God actively desires rela-
tionship. God made His creatures 
in such a way that they not only 
relate to Him, they must also re-
late to each other. Thus, mankind 
relates to the world, all of the 
creatures within it, and – as man 
and woman – to itself (cf. Gen. 
2:7, 23). God, in His desire to 
connect to humanity, established 
His covenant in order to sustain 
the relationship (Jer. 31:31-34; 
Heb. 8:8-12). Through God’s cov-
enant, individuals receive spiritual 
nourishment in order to grow and 
to love one another.

 The Bible depicts a loving, car-
ing and relatable God Who wants 
to commune with His creation. 
The mere idea of an isolated, 
aloof and uncaring God is pre-
posterous. As Paul stated, “But 
God demonstrates his own love 
for us in this: While we were still 
sinners, Christ died for us” (Rom. 
5:8, NIV). God’s unselfish love 
for His creation brings about His 
willingness to relate and to com-
mune with it.  

Ken Gore is professor of biblical 

studies at Dallas Baptist University. 

Baptists Ask is reader-driven. To sub-

mit a question, write Baptists Ask, 

c/o Tim Yarbrough, 10 Remington 

Drive, Little Rock, AR 72204.

Uncovered Dish
Ann Hibbard

Baptists Ask
Ken Gore

Why did God 
create us?

‘Door-knocking’ isn’t necessarily obsolete
F or more than a decade experts have told us that door-

to-door outreach in America is no longer effective. 
However, our church has recently discovered and con-

firmed that this is not entirely true. Last fall, an Arkansas 
Baptist State Convention Acts 1:8 One Day Mission Trip 
in the Fort Smith River Valley provided some strong anec-
dotal information that caught my attention. Data collected 
and compiled from those projects showed that while many 
in our metro population of about 300,000 were resistant 
to a doorstep contact, there was a seg-
ment of the River Valley population that 
was very open and receptive. Those most 
receptive were those in a demographic 
segment who reported annual household 
incomes of $15,000 to $40,000.

With the help of Jeff Thompson, asso-
ciational missionary for Concord Baptist 
Association, along with the Mapping Center for Evange-
lism, we identified 756 households within a one-mile ra-
dius around our church building falling into that income 
bracket. We have begun systematically visiting each of 
these households, and the reception has been overwhelm-
ingly positive.

Volunteers from our church are going out in teams of 
two to three with gift bags containing a package of three 
LED lightbulbs, a Life (3 Circles) gospel tract and informa-
tion regarding Bible studies and other points of connec-

tion with our church.  
Those making the visits: 1) Introduce themselves as 

members of First Baptist Church; 2) Offer the gift bag, 
giving an explanation of each item in the bag; 3) Through 
a short casual conversation, learn what they can about 
those in the household; 4) Ask, “Before we go, would it be 
OK to pray for you and your household?” If the answer is 
affirmative, the follow-up question is, “Is there anything 
specific for which we can pray?” and 5) While at the door, 

a prayer is offered by the volunteers.
The volunteers are instructed to not go 

inside the home and to try to keep the visit 
short. So far, every household visited has gladly 
received the gift, and 77 percent have wel-
comed prayer at the door. The vast majority of 
households we have visited are parents between 
the ages of 28 and 35 with preschoolers. The 

number of volunteers from our church who want to make 
visits continues to grow.

While it is true that times have changed, people are be-
coming more private and in many areas knocking on doors 
is not well-received, this is not necessarily true everywhere. 
Before you decide that door-knocking is obsolete, do some 
homework. It just might work for you like it is working for 
us.

Eric W. Ramsey is an evangelism and mission strategist and 

serves as associate pastor of First Baptist Church, Fort Smith.

Answering  
the Call
Eric Ramsey

The change in your pocket can help
secure the future of your Baptist newspaper!

Support ongoing development efforts and secure the future of the Arkansas 
Baptist News (ABN) as a voice for Arkansas Baptists for future generations by 
signing up and using the new MustardSeed app. Once you sign up and choose 
the ABN as the recipient, each time you make a purchase with your credit or 
debit card, the entire purchase amount is rounded up to the nearest dollar and 
donated. It’s easy to sign up! Visit mustardseedapp.org/abnews today!
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O h, hey Greg,” said 
Andrew, a fast-talking 

junior-high camper. “I got 
your letter. Thanks. I memo-
rized the Scripture you told 
me about. ‘In all your ways ac-
knowledge him, and he shall 
direct your paths (Prov. 3:6).’ 
See you around.” 

Andrew promptly took off 
with his friends, leaving Greg 
Graham, 
associate 
director for 
Camp Siloam 
operations, a 
bit puzzled. 

“OK, Andrew, see you,” 
Graham called out after the 
bustling camper. Graham 
thought about the letter that 
Andrew had mentioned. 
Then he realized that the let-
ter Andrew was talking about 
was a postcard.

Camp Siloam staff send 
postcards to each camper who 
makes a life-changing commit-
ment at Camp Siloam. In a 
world of fast-paced entertain-
ment, 4K television, 3D mov-
ies, texting, Twitter, Snapchat 
and Instagram, you wouldn’t 

think a postcard would have a 
chance to make an impression 
on a young person. Yet, when 
I asked the S-Core campers 
how they would like us to 
communicate with them, they 
overwhelmingly said, “Send 
us postcards.”

Why can something 
“sooooo analog” as postcards 
cut through the digital mire? 

Because children 
don’t get mail. 
No one is writ-
ing kids letters 
anymore. Just 
think about the 

mail you get. When you cull 
through the stack of bills and 
marketing, if you see some-
thing hand-written, it’s the 
first thing you open.  

During our staff orienta-
tion in May, I was describing 
to our summer staff how they 
were going to write postcards 
to our campers. I paused for 
a minute, and I asked, “How 
many of you remember get-
ting a postcard from Camp 
Siloam?” One third of our 
summer staff remembered 
getting a postcard, and many 

even said they still had it. 
Then they shared several sto-
ries about getting a card from 
a staff member who they were 
working with this summer 
and how meaningful that was 
for them.

A few years ago, I was 
talking with Ronnie, a high 
school camper. He was hold-
ing his Bible so I could see 
the flat side of his Bible cover. 
Tucked in the Bible cover 
was a Camp Siloam postcard. 
“Hey, you got a postcard from 
Camp Siloam,” I said. “Yes,” 
Ronnie replied. “It’s from 
you. See.” He handed me the 
postcard. Sure enough, in my 
handwriting was a simple, 
encouraging note. It was a 
treasure to me that he had 
cherished my words so much 
that he would keep it tucked 
in his Bible.  

I encourage you to think 
about how you could incor-
porate letter writing into your 
ministry to young people. 
Your words will mean so 
much to them.

Jason Wilkie is executive direc-

tor of Camp Siloam.

Postcards from Siloam

The (unholy) American dream
M atthew 19 introduces us 

to the rich, young ruler. 
This man asked Jesus what he 
must do to inherit eternal life, 
and Jesus said he must obey 
the commandments. At first, 
the man’s question seemed 
honorable, but soon we see 
he was ulti-
mately ask-
ing if there 
was a way 
to inherit 
eternal life 
without surrendering every-
thing to Christ. The answer 
to the man’s question is an 
unequivocal, “No!”

Unfortunately, many in the 
Church — including me — are 
desperately trying to serve two 
masters. We intend to build 
treasures in heaven while we 
are hoarding and accumulat-
ing under the guise of stew-
ardship. Biblical stewardship 
involves the believer manag-
ing God’s provisions prudent-
ly and for the advancement 
of the kingdom. Scripture is 
clear that God provides every-
thing for our enjoyment, but 

our actions ultimately dem-
onstrate one of two things. 
Either we believe we own our 
time, talents and possessions, 
or we believe God owns it all.  

My hope is every believer 
would affirm the latter. How-
ever, the statistics surround-

ing tithing are 
discouraging. 
Depending on 
the study used, 
evangelicals only 
give between 3 

to 4 percent of their income.  
Despite a clear, biblical 

mandate, we show, through 
our actions, that we are more 
concerned with accumulat-
ing wealth so we can afford 
“bigger and better.” As each 
day passes and we sit idly by, 
our neighbors are dying and 
plunging into eternal separa-
tion from God. Instead, we 
should be deploying resources 
to combat lostness.  

We aren’t all called to 
sell everything and move to 
Nepal. The question is wheth-
er we’re willing.  If God called 
you, would you be willing to 

give up your comfortable 
life? Would you be willing 
to surrender to the minis-
try or sell everything so an 
unreached people could 
hear the gospel for the first 
time? If not, you’re the rich, 
young ruler. I’m speaking 
for myself, and I assume I 
speak for several Arkansas 
Baptists. If that’s the case, 
we need to repent. We need 
to ask God how we should 
steward His provision and 
to give us joy in our steward-
ship. 

The American dream tells 
us the more we accumulate, 
the more power and free-
dom we’ll have.  With this 
mentality, we have become 
misers in the name of stew-
ardship and are in bondage 
to our possessions. When 
we acknowledge God owns 
it all and place our entire 
lives at Jesus’ feet, we are 
freed from the bondage of 
more!

Dillon S. McClain, an at-

torney, is vice president of the 

Arkansas Baptist Foundation. 

Camp Siloam
Jason Wilkie

Baptist 
Foundation
Dillon McClain

ABSC AgenciesThe sad, simple case 
of Eugene Peterson
U nless you’ve spent the 

past week in total isola-
tion, you are aware of the 
brouhaha created by Eugene 
Peterson, the well-known 
longtime pastor and evangeli-
cal writer. He has authored 
many books, but he is best 
known for “The Message,” a 
best-selling paraphrase of the 
Bible.

At 84 years of age, Peterson 
did serious 
damage to 
his Christian 
bona fides and 
tarnished his 
reputation. 
Now, he and 
his writings 
will be viewed as suspect and 
lacking gravitas all because he 
had a serious lapse in judg-
ment.

How did it come about? In 
an interview with the online 
Religion News Service, Pe-
terson was asked if his views 
on same-sex marriage had 
changed. He indicated that he 
didn’t think homosexuality 
was wrong. When reflecting 
on the homosexuals in his 
previous congregations, he 
said, “I don’t think we ever 
really made a big deal of it. … 
It’s not a right or wrong thing 
as far as I’m concerned.” He 
then added that he would of-
ficiate a same-sex marriage.

The liberal, progressive war-
riors bent on fundamentally 
transforming the Judeo-Chris-
tian underpinning of our 
culture were nothing short of 
giddy. They proclaimed that 
Peterson is the most promi-
nent evangelical leader and 
scholar to undergo an evolu-
tion on the SO/GI (sexual 
orientation and gender iden-
tity) issues.

The reactions on the other 
side were not insignificant. 
Many evangelical leaders 
expressed shock and extreme 
disappointment at the news 
of Peterson’s opinions. Peter-
son felt the heat. Within 48 
hours, he retracted his stated 
positions on same-sex mar-
riage. He indicated he would 
not perform a same-sex wed-
ding ceremony, saying, “To 
clarify, I affirm a biblical view 
of marriage: one man to one 
woman; I affirm a biblical 
view of everything.”

Notwithstanding the re-

traction and clarifications, 
the damage was done. What 
befell Peterson has happened 
to others. How could one 
so knowledgeable of God’s 
Word go so far astray on 
something as fundamental 
as God’s design for mankind 
regarding gender and mar-
riage? There may be a number 
of ways to characterize what 
happened. I view it as a case 

where Peter-
son had more 
interest in 
being a man-
pleaser than a 
God-pleaser.

In Genesis 
1 and 2, God 

made His paradigm for gen-
der and marriage abundantly 
clear.  And Christ confirmed 
it in Matthew 19. And Paul 
removed any ambiguity about 
homosexual behavior in Ro-
mans 1 and in 1 Corinthians 
6. One with the stature and 
resume of Peterson cannot 
plead ignorance or misun-
derstanding; his initial state-
ments were obviously inten-
tional.

Albert Mohler, president of 
The Southern Baptist Theo-
logical Seminary, made some 
interesting observations about 
all this. He asked, “What is 
going on here? What does Eu-
gene Peterson really believe...? 
We really don’t know. We 
will probably never know. His 
retraction allows his books 
to be sold, but the ordeal has 
done massive damage to his 
reputation.”

Here’s what Peterson 
should have held fast to and 
what we all would do well to 
embrace. It is impossible for 
God to lie (Titus 1:2; Heb. 
6:18). It’s really a very simple 
proposition: to refute the 
Bible’s claims and principles 
is to call God a liar. Our ap-
proach to the Bible can’t be 
likened to a cafeteria plan 
where I can take a little of this 
and reject some of that. 

The harm that can be done 
to the gospel’s message when 
an unbelieving person denies 
the veracity of Scripture is nil. 
However, when a professed 
follower of Christ – and par-
ticularly one with the back-
ground and accomplishments 

Faith & Ethics
Larry Page

See PETERSON page 8
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Church in Searcy. The service 
includes a Bible study, corpo-
rate worship and a message, 
followed by a time of fellow-
ship.

A Second Chance Minis-
try promotional poster states 
that the service will “provide 
the tools for healthy Christian 
growth and healing.” Psalm 
18:2, “The Lord is my rock 
and my fortress and my deliv-
erer,” is the scriptural basis for 

the ministry’s new service.
“We want to support and 

encourage all people to cel-
ebrate their deliverance along-
side them. We provide a place 
to talk to the Higher Power, 
not just about Him,” reads the 
poster.

While the new Celebrate 
Deliverance service meets at 
Honey Hill church, volunteers 
from other churches are also 
involved. Kay Helm, a mem-
ber of Calvary Baptist Church, 
Searcy, who volunteers with 
Second Chance Ministry 
and has done prison minis-
try for 16 years, attended the  

July 18 service. 
“A lot of the different area 

churches have become part 
of Second Chance Ministry,” 
said Helm. “This (Celebrate 
Deliverance service) is some-
thing that has been needed for 
a long time.” 

Helm said that when people 
are in treatment for substance 
abuse they receive assistance, 
accountability and stabil-
ity. However, often when they 
leave treatment, that account-
ability and help are no longer 
there, and many fall back into 
their old struggles.

“It gives them (recovering 

continued from page 3
MISSION addicts) another place to go 

after they leave treatment. A 
lot of them go out and right 
back in. It gets them back in 
church and allows them time 
to be taught and accountabil-
ity. And we all need that,” she 
said.

“Some of these (attend-
ing services) are the ones we 
have worked with at Wil-
bur D. Mills (treatment cen-
ter),” said Helm. “This is the 
start of figuring things out,  
adapting changes and deter-
mining what the needs are 
going to be and how to minis-
ter to them.

“A lot of them don’t even 
have places to stay. It’s a chal-
lenge,” Helm said, adding she 
was pleased to hear the service 
is now being offered and to be 
a part of it.

“My heart is drawn to those 
dark situations. We need to be 
a light. The churches need to 
step up,” she said.

For more information 
about Second Chance Minis-
try, email Collins at second-
chanceministry13@yahoo.
com.

Contact the Arkansas Baptist 

News staff at abn@arkansasbap-

tist.org.

LITTLE ROCK – Some un-
welcomed visitors made an 
appearance July 17 inside 
the Arkansas Baptist State 
Convention building: 10 
baby snakes. 

While no one is sure 
how the snakes got into the 
building, one theory is that 
a snake gave birth in bush-
es outside the front of the 

building and that the baby 
snakes managed to slither 
in through the front or side 
door. 

While the type of snakes 
they were is unknown, the 
snakes were seemingly harm-
less to humans – as they were 
so small they were caught in 
various bug traps around the 
building.

Snakes found in Baptist buildingBusinessperson of Year contest underway
LITTLE ROCK – The Ar-

kansas Baptist News (ABN) is 
planning to hold its annual 
Arkansas Baptist Businessper-
son of the Year recognition, 
and ABN readers are invited 
to nominate a businessman 
or businesswoman from their 
church for consideration.

Candidates should be a resi-
dent of Arkansas and a mem-
ber of an Arkansas Baptist 
church. They should be active-

ly involved in ministry in their 
church and in other areas.

To nominate someone, 
please include the following: 
(1) name, phone number, 
email and church member-
ship of the submitter; (2) 
name, phone number, email 
and church membership of the 
candidate, and (3) a 200-300 
word essay explaining why the 
candidate should be consid-
ered for Arkansas Baptist Busi-

nessperson of the Year, includ-
ing the impact he or she makes 
in the business world, as well 
as his or her involvement in 
church/ministries/missions.

Submissions for the contest 
must be received on or before 
Nov. 1.

Email nominations to tim@
arkansasbaptist.org or mail 
to Baptist Businessperson of 
Year, 10 Remington Dr., Little 
Rock, AR 72204.
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PETERSON
like Peterson – creates serious 
doubt about the truth and 
unchangeable nature of God’s 
Word, the damage can be in-
calculable.

John MacArthur, in 
his book “The Iner-
rant Word,” articulat-
ed what is happening. 
“I have witnessed … 
wave after wave of at-
tacks against the Word 
of God coming mostly 
from the evangelical 
community. …  The 
evangelical movement has 
no shortage of [those] who 
seem to think the way to win 
the world is to embrace what-
ever theories are currently in 
vogue regarding … whatever 
– and then reframe our view 

of Scripture to fit this worldly 
‘wisdom.’ The Bible is treated 
like Silly Putty, pressed and 
reshaped to suit the shifting 
interests of popular culture,” 
he wrote.

In our efforts to win the 
world for Christ, the only real 
capital we have to spend is 
the preeminence of God and 

His Word. To declare 
that God got it wrong 
somewhere is to cast 
doubt on the credibil-
ity of the entire Bible. 
The end result of that 
could be catastrophic. 
If God’s model for 
marriage is wrong, 
what about Christ’s 

virgin birth or His crucifixion 
or His resurrection? It’s all or 
nothing, friends. And for me, 
I’ll stick with all.

Larry Page is executive director 

of the Arkansas Faith and Ethics 

Council.

2nd Leadership University 
for women set for Sept. 9
NORTH LITTLE ROCK – 
Arkansas Baptist women will 
gather for the second annual 
Women’s Leadership Univer-
sity (WLU) 9 a.m.-3 
p.m., Saturday, Sept. 
9, at Park Hill Bap-
tist Church in North 
Little Rock. 

The event is de-
signed for women’s 
ministry leaders, team 
members and poten-
tial leaders to learn 
latest trends and to 
network with women leaders 
from other Arkansas Baptist 
churches. 

This year’s WLU keynote 
speaker will be Chris Adams, 
former lead women’s specialist 
for LifeWay Christian Resourc-
es, and the 2017 WLU wor-
ship leader will be Sally Hen-
nard, First Baptist Church, 
DeQueen. Topics will include 
women’s ministry basics and 
seasons of ministry and leader-
ship. Also a guided prayer time 
will be led by Gina Franzke, 
Cross Church, Springdale.

Format for the day will in-
clude large group worship as 
well as prayer time, a panel 
discussion, roundtable discus-
sions and networking.

Arkansas Baptist women’s 
ministry specialist Andrea Len-

non said, “My hope and prayer 
for the day is that women’s 
ministry leaders from across 
Arkansas will come together 

for a time of training 
and learn important 
leadership skills that 
will help them under-
stand what women’s 
ministry is and how 
a balanced ministry 
program can help 
women and strength-

en the local church.
“I am excited to 

think about the possibilities 
of these leaders meeting each 
other and forming meaning-
ful relationships that will last. 
Probably what excites me the 
most is knowing that the lead-
ers will be encouraged in their 
personal walks with Jesus.”

At last year’s inaugural 
WLU in Conway, attendee 
Alana Tarkinton and a group 
of women from Lake Ouachita 
Baptist Church in Mt. Ida sat 
at a table with women from 
Balboa Baptist Church in Hot 
Springs Village. Women from 
the two churches exchanged 
names and contact informa-
tion and “have been keeping 
up with each other and praying 
for one another” ever since, 
said Tarkinton. The women 
even attended women’s events 

Adams

Peterson

at each other’s churches dur-
ing the year. 

“We have enjoyed this new 
bond with our sisters in Christ 
and appreciate how much 
these ladies have loved on us,” 
said Tarkinton, who eagerly 
encourages other women to at-
tend WLU.

“Not only are these events 
great for information and 
training purposes, but you will 
also meet new sisters who will 
bless you beyond measure and 
really show you what women’s 
ministry is all about,” she said.

More information about 
the conference is available at 
absc.org/events/womens-lead-
ership-university. Registration 
deadline is Sept. 4. 

Park Hill Baptist to host conference

CHILDREN’S DAY CAMP – Children share “newspapers” they created during the 
missions segment at the Rocky Bayou Baptist Association Children’s Day Camp at 
Midway Baptist Church in Melbourne held July 10-14. Tim Yarbrough, editor/execu-
tive director of the Arkansas Baptist News, along with his wife, Pamm, led breakout 
sessions with children of all ages, educating them to the work and mission of the 
state Baptist newspaper, as well as sharing about how God calls them to join His 
mission in the world as followers of Jesus Christ. 
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Floyd: Oval Office prayer gathering ‘humbling’

President Donald Trump talks with evangelical leaders in the Oval Office July 10, 
including immediate past Southern Baptist Convention president and Arkansas 
Baptist pastor Ronnie Floyd (to Trump’s left). Photo courtesy of Johnnie Moore

WASHINGTON (BP) – Partic-
ipants in an impromptu Oval 
Office prayer meeting – which 
included Arkansas Baptist pas-
tor Ronnie Floyd – have de-
scribed the experience as “en-
couraging,” “humbling” and 
in keeping with Scripture's 
command to pray for govern-
ment leaders.

According to media reports, 
some 30 evangelical leaders 
were involved in the July 10 
gathering, which included 
laying hands on President 
Donald Trump at the Reso-
lute desk and prayers voiced 
by charismatic pastor Rodney 
Howard-Browne and Floyd, 
immediate past president of 
the Southern Baptist Conven-
tion (SBC).

“I prayed for protection for 
the president and vice presi-
dent as well as their families,” 
said Floyd, pastor of Cross 
Church in northwest Arkan-
sas. “I asked God to provide 
for them His wisdom in all de-
cision-making, helping them 

to see things like God sees 
them.

“I then appealed to God 
to lead them forward into the 
future as our leaders, giving 
them His favor, and then I ap-
pealed to God to bring our na-
tion together. Finally, I asked 
God to usher into our country 
a great sense of urgency, help-
ing us to see that our greatest 
need as a nation is a spiritu-
al movement of God,” said 
Floyd, adding the experience 
was “quite humbling.”

News of the prayer meeting 
broke after participants posted 
photos on social media. The 
time of prayer capped a 15-20 
minute visit with Trump at 
the end of a day-long meeting 
of the White House's Faith 
Leaders Initiative, an informal 
working group that advises 
the White House on issues 
of importance to evangelicals, 
said Jack Graham, pastor of 
Prestonwood Baptist Church, 
Plano, Texas, and a participant 
in the gathering.

Other Southern Baptists in-
volved in the meeting included 
Tim Clinton, executive direc-
tor of the Center for Counsel-
ing and Family Studies at Lib-
erty University; Robert Jeffress, 
pastor of First Baptist Church 
in Dallas; Richard Land, past 
president of the Ethics and 
Religious Liberty Commis-
sion; Johnnie Moore, author 
and media relations specialist; 
Frank S. Page, president of the 
SBC Executive Committee; 
Tony Perkins, president of the 
Family Research Council, and 
Jay Strack, evangelist and au-
thor.

Graham, a former SBC 
president, said the Faith Lead-
ers Initiative was convened by 
the White House Office of 
Public Liaison to offer coun-
sel on issues ranging from re-
ligious liberty and the sanctity 
of life to U.S. relations with 
Israel. Some members of the 
group were a part of Trump's 
Evangelical Executive Adviso-
ry Board, formed during the 
2016 presidential campaign.

The Faith Leaders Initiative 
met July 10 in the Eisenhower 
Executive Office Building adja-
cent to the White House.

Floyd urged believers to do 
daily what the faith leaders 
were able to do publicly in the 
White House.

“We need to rise up in our 
churches all over America, 
and Christians by the millions 
need to rise up and pray for 
our president, vice president 

and the leaders of our nation,” 
Floyd said. “I prayed for Presi-
dent Obama and his family 
daily. This is not about a po-
litical party or their positions 
about certain issues because 
we are called by the Scripture 
to pray for the leaders in our 
nation.”

Ouachita Baptist adopts budget,  
enrollment goals during meeting
ARKADELPHIA – Hearing 
positive reports about a pro-
jected increase in fall enroll-
ment and significant growth in 
fundraising, Ouachita Baptist 
University’s board of trustees 
also adopted a 2017-18 budget 
and approved five-year enroll-
ment goals during its summer 
meeting on campus.

Noting that “we’re continu-
ing to think about the future 
of Ouachita,” President Ben 
Sells emphasized at the June 
8 meeting that “growing and 
strengthening the university 
– dreaming a larger dream for 
Ouachita – requires consider-
able work by faculty, staff and 
trustees and significant sup-
port by alumni and friends.”

Sells cited Ouachita’s “focus 
on fostering a love of God and 
a love of learning in our stu-
dents,” adding, “We’re focus-
ing on six emerging strategic 
directions for the benefit of 
the students we’re called to 
serve and to best prepare them 

to serve the purposes of God 
in their generation – in their 
families, careers, communities 
and churches.”

The university planning 
committee, in cooperation 
with trustees, faculty and staff, 
has been working toward the 
completion of a five-year stra-
tegic plan scheduled to be 
considered by the full trustee 
board later this year. As part 
of their June meeting, trustees 
reviewed key priorities in the 
committee’s interim report.

The report’s six proposed 
strategic directions for the 
university include: 1) Sustain 
Christ-centered identity; 2) 
Support committed faculty 
and staff; 3) Grow under-
graduate enrollment to capac-
ity; 4) Ensure transformative 
learning experiences; 5) De-
velop graduate and innovative 
programs, and 6) Strengthen 
partnerships with alumni and 
friends.

According to Sells, who 

chairs the planning commit-
tee, the process has included 
listening sessions with each of 
Ouachita’s academic schools 
and administrative depart-
ments and meeting with sev-
eral of the university’s advisory 
councils and six workgroups 
that are developing draft goals 
for each of the six strategic di-
rections.

Keldon Henley, vice presi-
dent for institutional advance-
ment, shared a report about 
projected fall enrollment. 
Based on current pre-registra-
tion statistics, he said Ouachi-
ta is projected to exceed the 
12.5 percent increase in new 
student enrollment proposed 
by university administrators.

Sells presented five-year en-
rollment goals for residential 
student enrollment. The plan 
approved by trustees would 
increase student enrollment 
by about 60 students per year, 
from 1,500 in 2017-18 to 1,750 
by 2021-22.
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First Baptist Church in De-
Witt sent a mission team to 
Croatia the first week of July. 

The team conducted Eng-
lish camps where they shared 
the gospel while teaching Eng-
lish.

The team had the oppor-
tunity of meeting the deputy 
mayor of the city of Pakrac 
and established a great con-
nection between the church  
and the city.

Obituaries

Church life

Julia Fielding, 88, from 
J a ck s o nv i l l e , 
died July 6. 

Her son, 
Robert (Bob) 
Fielding, serves 
on the missions 
team of the Ar-
kansas Baptist 

State Convention in Little 
Rock. 

Fielding was preceded in 
death by her husband, James 
W. Fielding, and two great-
grandchildren.

She is survived by two sons, 
four grandchildren and five 
great-grandchildren.

Funeral services were held 
July 9 at Moore’s Jacksonville 
Funeral Home in Jacksonville, 
followed by burial at Chapel 
Hill Memorial Park in Jackson-
ville.

Oda Wayne “Tuck” Rob-
erts, 78, of West Monroe, La.,  
died July 4 in Monroe, La. 

Roberts served Louisiana 
Baptist churches as pastor 
from 1958 to 1979. 

He began his ministry as an 
evangelist in 1979, serving in 
that capacity until his death. 

As of September 1, 2017, 
Roberts would have reached a 
milestone of 60 years of faith-
ful service in ministry.  

He held several revivals in 
El Dorado and south Arkansas 
throughout his ministry.

Roberts was preceded in 

Matthew Cullum began  
serving as pastor of Friend-

C l a s s i f i e d s
Second Baptist Church, Russellville, AR, is 

prayerfully seeking a senior pastor. Accept-
ing resumes through August 31, 2017. Email 
resume to: pastorsearch@sbcr.org.

Cedar Grove Baptist Church of Arkadelphia 
is seeking a bi-vocational pastor. Send 
resumes and references to Cedar Grove Baptist 
Church, 825 Cedar Grove Road, Arkadelphia, AR 
71923.

Chicot Road Baptist Church is seeking a pas-
tor. Send resume to 13301 Chicot Rd, Mabel-
vale AR 72103 or email chicotroadbaptist@att.
net.

Rural church in Sidney seeking a bi-voca-
tional pastor. Send resume to Sidney Baptist 
Church, PO Box 54, Sidney, AR 72577 or email 
ljtate4500@gmail.com.

Woodland Baptist Church, a small rural 
Southern Baptist church, in Clarksville, Arkan-
sas, seeks a full-time pastor. Accepting re-
sumes through August 31, 2017. Send resume 
and references to Pastor Search Committee, 
Woodland Baptist Church, P.O. Box 1009, Clarks-
ville, AR 72830.

OTHER STAFF POSITIONS

PASTOR

Central Baptist White Hall, AR, is accept-
ing resumes for a full-time youth and  
education pastor. To be considered, please 
contact CBC Youth Pastor Search Committee, 
PO Box 20336, White Hall, AR  71612-0336 or 
cbcsecretary@cablelynx.com.

Levy Church, NLR is seeking a worship pia-
nist with choir accompaniment skills. Apply to: 
steventiner@levybaptist.com.

Westside Baptist Church of Waynesville, MO 
is seeking a full-time preschool ministry 
leader for Birth - 5yrs old. Interested appli-
cants can email a resume NLT August 4th to: 
pastor_john@westsidewaynesville.com or fax 
573-774-6432.

Director of missions vacancy in North 
Central Baptist Association, Louisiana (Jackson/
Winn parishes). Resumes accepted until August 
21. Mail to: P. O. Box 159, Jonesboro, LA 71251.

Union Avenue Baptist Church in Wynne, AR, 

is seeking a bi-vocational youth minister. 
Call 870-238-2230 or 870-208-5990.

Seeking a full-time children’s minis-
ter with multiple years of experience. Degree 
preferred. Must be capable of planning and 
executing a weekly children’s ministry. Will co-
ordinate with day-school director and preschool 
minister. Need to be a team player and must 
be capable of working with volunteers. Send 
resumes to: resumes@firstmarion.org or FBC 
Marion, PO Box 6, Marion, AR 72364.

First Baptist Church of El Dorado is seeking 
to hire an Associate Pastor for Students. 
This person is responsible for leading a com-
prehensive ministry to students in grades 7-12.   
• Plan and lead Wednesday evening worship 
service that reaches over 100 students and 
adults. • Identify, recruit and equip adult and 
student volunteers to serve in all areas of min-
istry. • Move students from the large crowd into 
small groups. • Equip parents to be the primary 
disciplers of their students. • Maintain a regular 
presence on school campuses. Interested candi-
dates can submit resumes to Senior Pastor, Jon-
athan Kelley: jonathan.kelley@fbceldorado.org.

First Baptist Church of Bay, AR, (located just 
outside of Jonesboro) is seeking a part-time 

minister of music who is committed to lead-
ing a blended worship service. Resumes may be 
mailed to First Baptist Church, PO Box 190, Bay, 
AR 72411 or submitted to www.bayfbc.org.

Levy Church, NLR, seeks full-time wor-
ship/executive pastor. Send resumes to: 
steventiner@levybaptist.com.

Full-time minister to youth and 
families, Grand Avenue Baptist Church, Hot 
Springs, AR. Will work closely with senior pas-
tor to meet the needs of a growing church. Email 
resume to mwiles@cablelynx.com.

Small church needs music director.  
Sundays only. Contact sulliglenda@yahoo.com 
if interested.

MOBILE HOME PARTS: doors, skirt-
ing, bath tubs, windows, screens, faucets, 
showers, sinks, locks, roof coating, steps, 
range hoods, also portable building doors, 
shop doors, carport and portable building 
anchors…call 501-241-2032.

MISCELLANEOUS

Effective Aug. 1, 2017, the pastor search 
committee of Faith Southern Baptist Church 
in Huntsville will begin accepting resumes for 
a bi-vocational pastor. Mail resumes to: 
Faith Southern Baptist Church, PO Box 273, 
Huntsville, AR, 72740. 479-738-2487. Resumes 
accepted until Oct. 1, 2017.

Witt’s Chapel Baptist Church of May-
nard, Arkansas, seeking full-time pas-
tor. Please send resume including refer-
ences to: Dennis Barber, 486 Thompson Road,  
Maynard, AR 72444.

Kern Heights Baptist Church in DeQueen, 
Arkansas, is seeking a full-time pastor. Send 
resumes to KHBC Search Committee, 822 N 9th 
St., DeQueen, AR 71832 by 8/31/17.

FBC Gould, AR seeking full-time pastor. 
Send resumes to Gould First Baptist Church, 
Pastor Search Committee, P.O. Box 375, Gould, 
AR 71643.

2nd Baptist Church, Siloam Springs, is look-
ing for bi-vocational pastor. Please send 
resume to PO Box 1289, Siloam Springs, AR 
72761.

Keo Baptist is seeking a full-time pastor. 
Send resumes to Keo Baptist Church, P.O. Box 87, 
Keo, AR 72083.

Place ad at arkansasbaptist.org/ads

Lambrook FBC seeking a bi-vocational 
pastor. Send resumes to: Johnny Williamson, 
PO Box 544, Elaine, AR 72333.

ship Baptist Church in  
Marianna July 9.

Mackenzie Shelton will 
begin serving as 
kids minister at 
Epoch Church 
in Little Rock 
Aug. 1.

Jeff Crawford will be re-
turning to Cross Church 
northwest Arkansas as lead 
pastor of ministries, teaching 
pastor. 

Crawford will oversee the 
five campuses and ministries 
of the church.

Crawford most recently 
served as senior pastor of 
Grace Baptist Church in 
Knoxville, Tenn., after leading 
the Cross Church School of 
Ministry.

Shelby Andre is serv-
ing as pastor of River Road 

Pine Grove Baptist Church 
in Little Rock will celebrate its 
148th homecoming Aug. 13 at 
10:45 a.m. The service will be  
followed by a potluck dinner.

T.J. Strickland, Jr., pastor of 
Pine Grove Baptist, will give 
the message, with music led 
by Bobby Jeffers, music min-
ister at Runyan First Baptist 
Church in Jacksonville.  

Pine Grove Baptist Church  
is located at 2504 E. Dixon 
Rd. in Little Rock.

Hot Springs Baptist 
Church will host comedian 
Tim Hawkins at 7 p.m.,  Sat-
urday, Sept. 16. For ticket in-
formation go to hotspringsbap-
tist.org.

Baptist Church in Redfield. 
Andre previously served as 
pastor of Forest Park Baptist  
Church in Pine Bluff.

Tad Moore is serving as 
young adult pastor of Hot 
Springs Baptist Church, Hot 
Springs. He had served as 
youth minister at the church 
since 2006.

On the move

death by two brothers and two 
sisters. 

He is survived by his wife of 
almost 56 years, Barbara Bates 
Roberts, three sisters and one 
brother.

Funeral services were held 
July 6 at New Chapel Hill Bap-
tist Church in West Monroe, 
La. Burial followed in Hasley 
Cemetery in West Monroe, La.

arkansasbaptist.org
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Gerald Nash
Conway

David was a man after God’s own 
heart (1 Sam. 13:14; Acts 13:22). This 
speaks to the caliber of the man. David 
wanted to be obedient to the will of 
God. He was the shepherd boy who de-
feated Goliath. He defeated his enemies 
and eventually be-
came king of Israel. 
From the high pin-
nacle of popularity 
and success, David 
experienced a great 
fall.

David committed 
adultery with Bathsheba 
and arranged for her hus-
band Uriah to be killed in 
battle. After his fall into 
the depths of sin, it looked 
like David’s life just went 
on. Looks can be deceiving. 
It was around a year before 
the Lord sent the prophet 
Nathan to confront David. 
This was not a time that 
David just went on living 
life like nothing had hap-
pened. Psalm 32 records how miserable 
David was in his unrepentant state. It 
affected him spiritually, emotionally 
and physically. At the realization of his 
sin, David was moved to confession and 
repentance. Yet David’s sin would cost 
him the life of his son.

I attended a men’s event in which 

several men gave their testimonies. 
One-by-one they spoke of how they 
were at the height of success in their 
ministries and careers. Each described 
how they fell into the depths of sin. It 
was interesting that each man said that 

life just seemed to 
go on. Their tes-
timony mirrored 
David’s. On the 
outside everything 
looked fine, but 
on the inside they 
were a mess. Over 

time the Lord used events 
and persons to bring each 
of the men to the realiza-
tion of their sin to move 
them to confession and 
repentance. Their minis-
tries, careers, families and 
even their health suffered. 
We were challenged to 
deal with sin immediately. 
We must continually con-
fess and repent of our sins.

David’s heart was far 
from God’s. The realization of his sin 
led him to pray, “Wash away my guilt 
and cleanse me from my sin” (Psa. 51:2, 
HCSB). Our hearts can stray far from 
God too. The way back is through con-
fession, agreeing with what the Lord 
says about our sin. After confession, we 
need to repent and turn back to God.

strength (eternal life)! 
Until we get to the other side, like 

the quails, we need to keep our eyes 
on Jesus, not looking to the right at 
the craziness of life or to the left at 
the trials of life, but only looking to 

Him, knowing the 
joy of being with 
Him. Regardless of 
what life throws at 
us – a lost job, an 
illness, a death in 
the family, a finan-
cial crisis or an un-

expected move – Christ 
will guide us through it 
just like the mother quail 
guided her chicks. 

When my friend 
looked in the rearview 
mirror of her car that 
day, every single baby 
quail had made it across 
the road. Most likely they 
never even knew they 
needed to be afraid. That 
is the life Paul described 
in 2 Corinthians 12, 

one focused on Christ, knowing His 
grace to be sufficient. After all, we al-
ready know we make it to the other 
side (heaven) because Jesus is already 
there preparing a place for us. If it 
were not so, He would have told us  
(John 14:2-3).

The relativism of secular culture has 
essentially removed the lines between 
right and wrong. What was once wrong 
is now right. What was once right is now 
wrong. In essence, there is no such thing 
as biblical sin. If you have guilt over 
something you 
have done, you’re 
not a sinner; you’re 
a victim. You don’t 
need confession, 
repentance and 
forgiveness. You 
need therapy. 

Despite what the secu-
lar culture espouses, sin 
is a real issue that the 
people of God must take 
seriously. Christians do 
not live by the standards 
of the popular culture 
but by the Word of God. 

David wrote Psalm 
32 after the prophet 
Nathan confronted him 
about his sin of adultery 
with Bathsheba and the 
murder of Uriah. David 
was brought to the realization of his sin, 
and he confessed and repented. Psalm 
32 records not only the joy David found 
but also the devastating effects of uncon-
fessed sin in the life of a believer. David 
was not just telling a story. He wrote this 
psalm to teach the people of God the 
importance of confessing their sins to 

the Lord. In the title of Psalm 32, it is 
described as a maskil. The word maskil 
means “to instruct or to teach.”  Psalm 
32 is a teaching psalm with many les-
sons.

First, we see that David experienced 
the forgiveness of 
his sins. This for-
giveness brought 
joy to his life. 
The word “for-
giveness” in the 
Hebrew literally 
means “a lifting.” 

The forgiveness of sin 
lifts the burden of sin 
from us. Second, David 
recalled his period of 
unrepentance, “When I 
kept silent ...” (Psa. 32:3). 
This had a devastating 
effect on him. He lost 
strength because God’s 
hand of discipline was 
heavily upon him (Psa. 
32:4). Third, David ac-
knowledged his sin was 
against God only, and 

he confessed his sin to God (Psa. 32:5). 
Fourth, David counseled God’s people 
on how to acknowledge their sin to God 
and seek His forgiveness (Psa. 32:6-11).

This psalm ends the way it began, 
with joy. For David, joy was the byprod-
uct of confession, repentance and for-
giveness. It can be ours too.

That bed was so comfortable! These 
jeans are so comfortable! The new sofa 
is so comfortable! We have all said or 
heard those words. 

When we think of comfort, the first 
thought that comes to mind is that 
comfortable pil-
low, blanket, chair, 
etc. We talk about 
comfort foods – the 
foods that bring 
back warm feelings. 
For me it is hot 
chocolate and cin-
namon toast; for others it 
might be mac and cheese. 
When Paul talked about 
comfort in 2 Corinthians, 
he was taking comfort to an 
entirely different level than 
our casual use of the word! 
What we think of as “soft 
and cozy,” Paul thought of 
as “active involvement.”

The word used for com-
fort in describing God in 2 
Corinthians 1:3 is parakle-

sis. It means so much more than just 
providing a comfortable place to land. 
It is encouragement, help, exhorta-
tion, strengthening, sustaining, assur-
ance, resolve and intervention. It is 
Isaiah 51:12a and 22a (NIV), “I (the 
I AM), even I (the I AM), am he who 
comforts you. … This is what your Sov-
ereign Lord says, your God, who de-

fends His people.” It is God giving us 
the strength to face the troubles of life 
with unbending resolve and unending 
assurance. That is comfort, and that 
is the model for the believer to follow. 
Paul thought it important enough to 

use the word ten 
times in just this 
one passage!

How can we be 
a channel of com-
fort? It will take 
more than a hug 
(although hugs are 

always nice.) It is helping 
that friend who just lost 
a job find a new place of 
employment. It is helping 
that student who is failing 
a class find the help needed 
to excel in that same class. 
It is taking as many meals 
as necessary to that per-
son who is going through 
chemo. It is what Jesus 
talked about in Matthew 
25:35:  You fed Me, clothed 

Me, visited Me and looked after Me. 
Comfort means getting involved, 

getting messy, getting in the trenches 
and helping a fellow believer do “im-
measurably more than all we ask or 
imagine” (Eph. 3:20, NIV). When we 
give comfort, the I AM gets involved, 
the One who defends His people.  
Comfort!

Gayla Parker
Little Rock

The confession
PSALM 51:1-17

EXPLORE THE BIBLE

Gerald Nash
Conway

Recently a friend was telling me 
about seeing a mother quail trying to 
get her baby chicks across a very busy 
street in the middle of midday traffic. 
The mother quail was frantically look-
ing side to side, weaving in and out 
of cars, looking for 
the safest way to get 
her chicks to the 
other side. The ba-
bies were following 
her, making the 
exact same moves 
instantaneously, 
with one significant dif-
ference. The chicks were 
not looking side to side at 
the danger in a panic; they 
were only looking at their 
mother. There was no fear; 
there was no panic; there 
was no worry, and there 
was only the joy of being 
with their mother.

When Jesus came to 
earth, He took on our 
weakness. He became 
man. He was tempted, 
hurt, praised, beaten, abused, loved 
and hated. Because He was man, He 
would know death. In His death, we 
become strong. Because of His death, 
we no longer need to know the fear, 
panic or worry of death.  Our weak-
ness (death and dying) is now our  

The gift of grace
2 CORINTHIANS 12:2-10
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The cleansing
PSALM 32:1-11

EXPLORE THE BIBLE

A channel of comfort
2 CORINTHIANS 1:2-7
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Little Rock
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