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Arkansas Baptist State Convention (ABSC) Executive Director J.D. “Sonny” Tucker, who is finishing 
his first full year in the position, speaks to the ABSC Executive Board during its meeting at the ABSC 
building in Little Rock Dec. 4. Photo by Jessica Vanderpool
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Caleb Yarbrough
Arkansas Baptist News

ARKADELPHIA – Arkansas Bap-
tists are celebrating in 
Arkadelphia following 
the 85th Battle of the 
Ravine, and they don’t 
attend Ouachita Baptist 
University. They are the 
students that make up 
the Henderson State 
University Baptist Col-
legiate Ministry (BCM).

In what will go down 
in history as one of the 
greatest games in the two schools’ 
storied rivalry dating back to 1895, 
Henderson State beat Ouachita 

Baptist University 60-52 in triple 
overtime. Nearly 10,000 people 
attended the contest, which was 
played at Ouachita’s A.U. Williams 

Field Nov. 16.
While Arkansas Baptists 

are familiar with Ouachita 
Baptist as it is one of the 
state’s two Southern Bap-
tist colleges, Henderson 
State – located across the 
highway from Ouachita – 
may not be on their radar.

Henderson is a public 
four-year liberal arts uni-
versity, which was founded 

as Arkadelphia Methodist College 
in 1890. Today the school has about 
3,500 students and a thriving BCM.

Neal Nelson has served as Hen-
derson State’s BCM director for the 
past 15 years. While the BCM holds 
fellowship events, tailgates for foot-
ball games and participates 
in intramural sports, Nel-
son said its main fall out-
reach is freshman family 
groups, groups of freshman 
students, or new transfers, 
led by two upperclassmen 
“parents.”

“You have a guy and girl 
leader, and the students 
call them ‘mom’ and ‘dad’ 
for fun. … They meet week-
ly, but they try to do other stuff to. 
They get the freshmen to go to sport-
ing events or to help with a mission 

project or get involved in some 
other way,” said Nelson. “It is a 
way we try to connect freshmen 
to God, to a more mature student 

believer, to each other 
and to the BCM.

“In the fall, we focus 
on building relation-
ships, and in the spring, 
we focus more on small 
groups, discipleship and 
evangelism, depending 
on where our group 
is,” he said. “In the fall, 
we want it to be 80 per-
cent relationships and 

20 percent spiritual. Then in the 

SHERWOOD – Southern Baptist 
evangelists, pastors and denomina-
tional leaders will be featured Jan. 
27-28 during the 2014 State Con-
ference on Evangelism and Church 
Growth at First Baptist Church, 701 
Country Club Road, Sherwood.

The conference will start at 1 
p.m., Jan. 27, and will be preceded 
by the Arkansas Baptist State Con-
vention (ABSC) prayer leader’s 
workshop at 9:30 a.m. at the church. 

Terry Bostick, team leader of 
the ABSC evangelism and church 
growth team, said the purpose of the 
evangelism conference is twofold.

“First, we want to focus on evan-
gelism, evangelism strategies, revival, 
prayer and church growth/health,” 
he said. 

“Second, we want this to be a 
time of encouragement.”

This is the first year Bostick has 

LITTLE ROCK – “Listening ses-
sions” with key leaders in Arkan-
sas Baptist life reveal that missions, 
church revitalization, prayer and 
spiritual awakening, church planting 
and coaching/mentoring lead their 
list of priorities.

J.D. “Sonny” Tucker, executive di-
rector of the Arkansas Baptist State 
Convention (ABSC) shared a sum-
mary of results from listening ses-
sions at the Dec. 3 meeting of the 
ABSC Executive Board.

“One thing we heard was this:  
‘missions, missions, missions,’ said 
Tucker of the listening sessions held 
with associational missionaries, pas-
tors and other leaders in the state 
convention this past year.

Tucker said Arkansas Baptists 
“love” the concept of the Acts 1:8  
One Day Mission Trip, which has 
been held a number of years, provid-
ing hundreds of churches and thou-
sands of their members the opportu-
nity to impact different areas of the 
state with the love of Jesus Christ

The need for church revitalization 
mentioned in the listening sessions 
took many forms, including evange-
lism, men’s emphasis, students, fam-
ily, stewardship, children/preschool 
and small groups/Sunday school, 
said Tucker.

“There is a movement going on 

Nelson Cragg

The Arkansas Baptist News will 
not publish an edition on Dec. 
26 due to the Christmas holiday. 
Publication will resume Jan. 9. 
The staff 
and board 
of directors 
wish everyone 
a very Merry 
Christmas!
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Church aims to build home for mother and son
Caleb Yarbrough
Arkansas Baptist News

VILONIA – Marcy Eubanks, an un-
employed widow and single mother 
of a special needs child, prayed that 
God would provide her and her son 
a new home, and through the help 
of her church and local community, 
He is doing just that.

Eubanks and her son, Dylan 
Treece, whom she adopted with her 
late husband, Terry, live in a small, 
aging mobile home in rural Con-
way, which harbors an unrepaired 
interior and exterior damage from 
storms of recent years. Due to the 
home’s lack of central heat or air 
conditioning, Eubanks covered the 
home’s windows with plastic bags in 
an attempt to control the tempera-
ture, the Arkansas Democrat-Gazette
reported Nov. 17.

“It’s paid for, though,” Eubanks 
told the newspaper, “and this is what 
I can afford. There’s barely enough 
to pay the bills now, and there is no 
room for a mortgage payment or 
house note.”

The family’s only income is 
Treece’s monthly Social Security 
check for $710. 

Because of his special needs, 
Treece requires full-time care, and  
this limits Eubanks’ ability to gain 
or maintain employment, according 
to the Democrat-Gazette.

Beryl Baptist Church, Vilonia, 
of which Eubanks and Treece are 
members, has helped the family 
with repairs to their home in the 
past. However, the church came to 
the conclusion that the home was 
beyond saving. In order for Eubanks 
and Treece to be safe and healthy, 

they needed a new home.
“It came to the time when it was 

kind of like putting Band-Aids on 
something that needed major sur-
gery,” said Wade Lentz, pastor of 
Beryl Baptist Church. “We took 
on this thing about building her a 
home really not expecting what all 
has happened to happen. God has 
really blessed tremendously this ef-
fort.”

When the members of Beryl 
Baptist first decided they wanted 
to build Eubanks and Treece a new 
home, they knew they would have 
to raise money. However, no one 
could have predicted the response 
the church received from the Vilo-
nia community and individuals and 
businesses across central Arkansas 
who wanted to help Eubanks and 
Treece’s dream become a reality.

The church’s fundraising goal is 
$30,000, of which they have already 
raised about $18,000.

“It’s been such a blessing from 
the very beginning they announced 
we were going to be doing this. It’s 
been one thing after another; people 
have been coming out of the wood-
work wanting to volunteer,” said 
Georgia Beavers, member and secre-
tary at Beryl Baptist.

Will Cook, a member of Beryl 
Baptist, said that in addition to 
the money raised by Beryl Baptist, 
multiple churches and businesses in 
Vilonia have contributed to the fun-
draising effort. 

He said in addition to monetary 
donations, many businesses have 
donated or discounted the cost of 
materials for the project and much 
of the necessary labor has been vol-
unteered.

“All the flooring in the house has 
been donated; all the insulation has 
been donated; all the tile and the in-
sulation for that tile has been donat-
ed; the shingles and the installation 
of the shingles were donated; … the 
concrete finishing on the house has 
been donated; 20 yards of concrete 
has been donated. It’s just one thing 
after another,” said Cook.

“The Lord has blessed. We didn’t 

do it ourselves, but their have been 
a lot of people that have chipped in 
and hooked us up with a lot of good 
prices or just given it to us for free,” 
he said. 

“I’ve been humbled, and I’ve 
been dumbfounded at the same 
time. The Lord is good. He can do 
anything.”

Contact Caleb Yarbrough at caleb@
arkansasbaptist.org.

Will Cook (left), a member of Beryl Baptist Church, Vilonia, sits with Dylan Treece of Beryl Baptist 
and son of Marcy Eubanks. Beryl Baptist is raising money to build the family a home. 
Photo courtesy of the Arkansas Democrat-Gazette
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planned the evangelism confer-
ence, taking over the duties of J.D. 
“Sonny” Tucker, who was elected 
ABSC executive director in Decem-
ber 2012.

“I want 
to follow 
the legacy 
of my pre-
decessor, 
Dr. Sonny 
T u c k e r , 
and stay 
a w a y 
from con-
v e n t i o n 
p o l i t i c s , 
or what 
he used 
to call a ‘tail-kicking conference,’” 
Bostick wrote in a letter to confer-
ence speakers. “My prayer and plan 
is that your passion for reaching 
the lost would rekindle the passion 
and vision of those in attendance to 
make new disciples and plant new 
churches.”

Speakers at this year’s conference 

are Henry Blackaby, Wade Morris, 
Robert Smith, John Meador, Thom 
Rainer, Bill Stafford and Junior Hill. 
Worship will be led by Julio Arriola, 
worship pastor at Cross Church in 
Springdale.

Blackaby is founder and presi-
dent emeritus of Blackaby Ministries 
International, which provides con-
sultative leadership for the Chris-

tian community. He is the author of 
“Experiencing God: Knowing and 
Doing the Will of God.” In addi-
tion, Blackaby will lead the ABSC 
prayer leader’s workshop Jan. 27 
prior to the start of the evangelism 
conference.

Morris, of Birmingham, Ala., is 
author and founder of The Journey, 

an expository Bible study and devo-
tional series. He served on staff at 
several churches before beginning 
full-time itinerant ministry.

Smith is a conference teacher and 
speaker who serves as professor of 
Christian preaching at Beeson Di-
vinity School in Birmingham, Ala. 
He previously served in a similar ca-
pacity at the Southern Baptist Theo-

logical Seminary in Louisville, Ky.
Meador is senior pastor of First 

Baptist Church, Euless, Texas. He 
will preach the convention message 
at the 2014 Southern Baptist Con-
vention Annual Meeting in Balti-
more.

Rainer is president and CEO of 
LifeWay Christian Resources, an en-

tity of the Southern Baptist Conven-
tion in Nashville, Tenn.

Stafford has served in the field 
of evangelism since 1970, preach-
ing across the United States, Eu-
rope and South Africa. He has been 
called by some a “walking revival” 
and an encourager to pastors, em-
phasizing the need for revival.

Hill has been a Southern Baptist 
evangelist 
since 1967. 
He has 
authored 
11 books 
and has 
preached 
more than 
1,500 re-
vivals and 
crusades , 
including 
a number 
of revivals 

in Arkansas.
Exhibits of ABSC and related 

ministries will be set up at the 
church, and a LifeWay Christian 
Bookstore will be on hand. Child 
care is not provided.

For more information, contact 
Karen West at 800-838-2272, ext. 
5128, or by email at kwest@absc.org.

Blackaby Morris Smith Meador Rainer Stafford Hill

SPEAKERS
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Stories of interest to Arkansas Baptists 

Floyd invites pastors
to 2nd prayer meeting
ATLANTA (BP) – Building from 
a prayer gathering of senior pas-
tors this fall, a group of Southern 
Baptist pastors is inviting pastors, 
other ministers and ministry stu-
dents to participate in a two-day 
prayer meeting in Atlanta Jan. 
13-14. Labeled “A Call to Pray 
for Revival and Awakening,” the 
gathering “is time for us to pray 
in an extraordinary way, to seek 
the God of heaven to revive His 
church and awaken our nation,” 
said Ronnie Floyd, senior pastor 
of Cross Church in northwest 
Arkansas and key organizer.

Ergun Caner to lead
Brewton-Parker College
MOUNT VERNON, Ga. (BP)  – 
Ergun Caner has been elected as 
the 16th president of Brewton-
Parker College in Mount Vernon, 
Ga., a four-year coeducational 
college affiliated with the Geor-
gia Baptist Convention. Caner 
was elected Dec. 2 to fill the posi-
tion being vacated by Mike Simo-
neaux, who said Caner “brings 
a wealth of experience to the 
presidency with more than three 
decades in Christian higher edu-
cation leadership, biblical teach-
ing, preaching and apologetics.” 
The college acknowledged a 2010 
controversy in which bloggers ac-
cused Caner of embellishing his 
background as a former Muslim 
who converted to Christianity. In 
quoting an unnamed trustee, the 
press release stated: “We didn’t 
consider Dr. Caner in spite of 
the attacks; we elected him be-
cause of them. He has endured 
relentless and pagan attacks like a 
warrior. We need a warrior as our 
next president.”

AFA promotes boycott 
of electronics retailer 
TUPELO, Miss. – The Ameri-
can Family Association (AFA) 
is boycotting the electronics 
retailer Radio Shack because 
they say it has “eliminated the 
words that portray the reason 
for the season and have degrad-
ed Christmas in their stores 
by making the celebration of 
Christ’s birth a generic, bland 
and unholy imposter of the 
true meaning of Christmas.” 
AFA said for years Radio Shack 
has refused to use the word 
“Christmas” on its website, in 
TV commercials, newspaper 
ads and in-store promotions, 
despite consumer requests to 
recognize Christmas.

spring, we flip that – we want it to 
be 80 percent spiritually focused and 
20 percent relational.”

Kaylee Cragg, a sophomore from 
Hot Springs, originally got involved 
with Henderson State’s BCM 
through a friend she knew in high 
school. After spending some time 
with the BCM’s women’s director, 
Cragg started attending freshman 
family groups.

Last spring semester Cragg joined 
the discipleship team, and this se-
mester she served as a freshman fam-
ily group “mom” and as the only fe-
male member of the teaching team, 
which along with Nelson, comes up 
with the curriculum used during the 
BCM’s Wednesday night fellowship 
meetings.

“I got to teach twice this semes-
ter. … It’s like my second home here 
and a really good avenue to meet stu-
dents and get to hang out with girls 
all the time and talk about Jesus,” 
said Cragg.

Nelson said Henderson’s BCM 
is made up of students who are in-
volved in numerous activities across 
campus, including varsity sports, 
intramurals, band, as well as other 
activities. Kelton Hays, a senior from 
Jena, La., is the starting center for 
the Henderson State Reddies foot-
ball team and an active leader in 
BCM.

“I grew up in a family that went 
to church. … I came to college and 
was doing my best to run away from 
God,” said Hays. “I started going 
to BCM. … It felt great when I was 

there, but when I left, I went back to 
my old lifestyle.

“That went on for a couple 
months, and I couldn’t take it any-
more so I went and talked to Neal 
about the third Wednesday night of 
2010, and he started to explain to 
me, right outside of his office, what 
a relationship with Christ was. That 
is the time in my life that I point 
back and 
say, ‘That 
is when I 
a c c e p t e d 
Christ as 
my personal 
Lord and 
Savior,’” said 
Hays.

A f t e r 
a c c e p t i n g 
Christ, Hays 
began hav-
ing lunch 
and spend-
ing time 
with Nel-
son, who 
introduced 
him to other 
Henderson 
State ath-
letes who 
were believ-
ers. Hays continued to be involved 
in BCM, eventually serving on the 
disciple-making team and the teach-
ing team, where he has served for 
the past two years.

Hays said that after accepting 
Christ, the Henderson football team 
became one of his biggest mission 
fields. He said that overcoming the 
reputation he had before becoming 
a Christian was difficult and some-

thing he couldn’t have done without 
the love and support of his BCM 
family.

“For the first two years of foot-
ball, I was not a believer. … But since 
then, I have had the opportunity to 
have a lot of spiritual conversations 
with guys. They know I am a guy 
that is serious about my walk and 
that I am a guy that always wants to 

talk about God,” he 
said.

“I have had the 
opportunity this year 
to have a Bible study 
with four different 
underclassmen guys 
who I think are re-
ally fertile soil. … 
It has been an awe-

some opportu-
nity to have the 
support of the 
BCM to go and 
try to make my 
mission field the 
football team,” 
said Hays.

“We are really 
encouraging our 
students to under-

stand that it’s not 
about being in the 
BCM, it’s about 

being a Christ-follower on campus,” 
said Nelson. “If they get it, and not 
every student gets it, they hear us 
talk enough and they really start to 
get a vision, then they start looking 
for a place on campus where they 
can serve and have influence and 
use that influence to be the gospel 
and light and reach other students.”

Contact Caleb Yarbrough at caleb@
arkansasbaptist.org.

continued from page one
BCM

Hays, BCM leader and center for HSU football 
team. Photo courtesy of Henderson State University

Gasaway, Uzoigwe join ABSC staff
LITTLE ROCK – Warren Gasaway 
became the newest member of the 
Arkansas Baptist State Convention 
(ABSC) evangelism and church 
growth team Dec. 2. He will serve 
as the team’s youth evan-
gelism specialist.

Gasaway is a native of 
Mansfield and a graduate 
of Mansfield High School, 
as well as the University 
of Arkansas, Fayetteville, 
and Southwestern Baptist 
Theological Seminary in 
Fort Worth, Texas.

Gasaway and his wife, 
Melissa, have three chil-
dren: Tyler, 16, Ethan, 13, and Elise, 
11.

Prior to joining the staff of the 
ABSC, Gasaway served in ministry 
positions at churches in Arkansas 
and Texas. Most recently, he served 
as pastor of students and families at 
Immanuel Baptist Church, El Do-
rado, since 2010.

“I’m looking forward to work-
ing with churches across the state 
to reach the generations,” said Ga-
saway. “I would love to see a move-
ment created across Arkansas where 
we’re working together to see revival.

“I believe that anything that hap-

pens concerning revival and move-
ment happens through partnership. 
I am just excited to try and create 
that kind of atmosphere,” he said.

“The evangelism and church 
growth team is 
excited to have 
Warren Gasaway 
on our team. 
Warren has 
served Arkansas 
for 15 years, so 
not only does he 
already have an 
established net-
work of friends, 
but he also brings 

a passion to see young people saved 
and discipled,” said Terry Bostick, 
evangelism and church growth team 
leader.

Tarvoris Uzoigwe has joined the 
ABSC collegiate ministry team as 
the Baptist Collegiate Ministry cam-
pus minister for the University of 
Arkansas at Pine Bluff.

Uzoigwe has two degrees from 
Henderson State University in 
Arkadelphia. Before entering voca-
tional ministry, he taught middle 
school, high school and college in 
Arkadelphia and Little Rock.

Uzoigwe’s previous ministry expe-

rience includes serving as an adult 
Sunday school teacher at Geyer 
Springs First Baptist Church, Little 
Rock, from 2010 to 2013, assistant 
campus minister at Henderson State 

from 2006 to 2008 and 
with the youth ministry of 
Rosedale Baptist Church, 
Little Rock, in 2005.

Uzoigwe and his wife, 
Erica, have one daughter, 
Avaria.

“Tee has proven himself 
as an evangelist who loves 
people and knows how to 
share Christ with them.  
We are so blessed to have 

Tee on our staff.   His wife, Erica, 
and their 14 month old daughter, 
Avaria, bring life to every room they 
enter,” said David James, ABSC col-
legiate ministry team leader.

James said Uzoigwe is scheduled 
to be on campus by mid January.

Gasaway

It has been an awe-

support of the 
BCM to go and 
try to make my 
mission field the 
football team,” 
said Hays.

encouraging our 
students to under-

Hays, BCM leader and center for HSU football 

Want more news? 
visit

www.arkansasbaptist.org
or @arkbaptnews on

Uzoigwe
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“Radio Shack is censoring the 
word ‘Christmas,’ pure and sim-
ple,” said Tim Wildmon, AFA pres-
ident, in a press release. “Yet the 
company wants all the people who 

celebrate Christmas 
to do their shop-
ping at its stores. 
Until Radio Shack 
proves it recognizes 
Christmas by using 
it in their newspa-
per, radio and tele-
vision advertising 
or in-store signage, 

American Family Association will 
continue to promote this boycott.”

Well now, I’m not that big on 
boycotts, because I believe in the 
end, companies that choose to 
ignore Christmas – and the over-
whelming majority of consumers 
who want to be wished a “merry 
Christmas” instead of “happy holi-
days” – are just hurting sales and 
ultimately their bottom line.

As I think about Christmas and 
the meaning it has in my Christian 
faith, I want to pause – as all believ-
ers do – during this time of year to 
consider Christ’s birth and what it 
meant to mankind.

O ther than Easter, Christmas is 
perhaps the biggest holiday of 

the year for the church and believ-
ers in Jesus Christ.

It’s a time of year when churches 
can attract folks 
who otherwise 
have no use for 
religious festivi-
ties – after all, it’s 
Christmas! Every-
one loves a good 
Christmas pro-
gram!

What’s more, 
Christmastime is an open door for 
Christians to witness to co-workers 
in all kinds of ways – from Christ-
mas carols sung in the office to the 
sharing of gifts.

And as hard as the secular hu-
manists try, they can’t seem to com-
pletely stomp out Christmas in the 
public square.

You may have read about the 
American Family Association’s 
(AFA) two-month boycott of Radio 
Shack for its lack of use of the 
word “Christmas.” It seems all the 
company wants to use on its ad-
vertisements is “holiday” this and 
“holiday” that.

It’s beginning to look a lot like Christmas
Cartoon by Gary Thomas   
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Yet, as sinners saved by grace, 
shouldn’t every day of our born-
again lives be “Christmas” as we 
pause to celebrate the birth of the 
Savior who came to offer eternal sal-
vation to all those who will believe 
– saving us from eternal separation 
from God?

For me, it’s as simple as that. I 
want to live my life in a way that 

others see Christ and Christmas in 
me so they will know what it means 
to celebrate not just a commercial-
ized holiday, but a history-altering 
event signaling “God with us.”

Yes, it’s beginning to look a lot 
like Christmas!

Tim Yarbrough is editor of the Ar-
kansas Baptist News. Contact him at 
tim@arkansasbaptist.org.

PRESSING 
ON 

Tim Yarbrough
Phil. 3:14

‘Telling God’s Story’ – a biblical narrative
By Preben Vang and Terry Carter, B&H Publishing, 2013

M any of us have grown up 
hearing stories from the 

Bible – stories about God’s love 
and His redemption of mankind. 
But how well do we know the 
overall story of the Bible? Helping 
readers understand the Bible’s 
overarching story 
is the goal of the 
book “Telling 
God’s Story: the 
biblical narrative 
from beginning 
to end.” 

This book 
shows how many 
smaller stories come together 
and reveal one larger story about 
God’s purpose for His creation.

“Telling God’s Story” looks 
closely at the Bible from its begin-
ning in Genesis to its conclusion 
in Revelation. By approaching 
Scripture as one purposefully 
flowing narrative, emphasizing 

the interconnectedness of the text, 
this book reinforces the Bible’s 
greatest teachings. 

This book is co-authored by for-
mer Ouachita Baptist University 
professor Preben Vang, who cur-
rently serves as professor at Palm 

Beach Atlantic 
University, and 
Terry Carter, 
current Ouachi-
ta Baptist 
University pro-
fessor. Carter 
is the associate 
dean of the 

Pruet School of Christian Studies 
at Ouachita Baptist University. 

The authors’ goal is to help read-
ers improve their ability to share 
God’s story effectively with others. 
This is summed up by what John 
T. Brady, vice president of global 
strategy at the International Mis-
sion Board, writes at the beginning 

of the book. He says, “In the young 
vibrant movements to our Lord 
around the world today, there is a 
strong emphasis on knowing the 
acts of God through 
the people whose lives 
are recorded in the 
Bible. The simple but 
powerful storyline of 
God’s Word reveals 
the truth the Lord has 
used to set multitudes 
of men and women, 
boys and girls from 
around the globe free 
from bondage to sin 
and death. Vang and 
Carter have master-
fully provided a tool in 
“Telling God’s Story” 
that will not only be 
personally transformational but 
empowering for those who seek to 
train others to be tellers of God’s 
great story.” 

This expanded second edition 
of “Telling God’s Story” now 
features beautiful charts, maps, 
photographs and illustrations in 

color. 
This book is ideal 

for classroom set-
tings, such as Sunday 
school classes, that 
involve discussion 
time. Each chapter 
ends with discussion 
questions for your 
group to talk about 
and assignments for 
the following week’s 
class. Studying this 
book will give readers 
a better understand-
ing and background 
of God’s story and its 

application to their lives.
Matt Ramsey is the director of 

communications for the Arkansas 
Baptist State Convention.

BOOK REVIEW

Matt Ramsey
 Arkansas Baptist
State Convention
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A cross Arkansas, there are tens of thousands of 
families and individuals who would love to be 

involved in meeting community needs. They want 
their children and grandchildren to experience “giv-
ing” more than “getting.” While many of these are 
born-again believers in Jesus Christ, a large number 
of them are not. 

This year, consider making an outreach project out 
of an outreach project. Develop a project to inten-
tionally involve non-churchgoers in meeting needs; 
and in doing so, exponentially expand the number 
of needs you can meet, develop community relation-
ships, involve families in making 
a difference and share the true 
meaning of Christmas with a large 
number of people. Here’s one 
way: 

(1) Lead members of your 
church to organize an areawide 
outreach project to deliver food, 
toys, gift cards, coats or other 
items to local people in need. 
Make this much larger than a “church project” – a 
communitywide effort. Don’t worry about your 
church getting any “credit,” but rather spread the 
opportunity of giving to others in the community. 
Consider inviting civic clubs, the Chamber of 
Commerce, parent and teacher organizations, local 
schools and businesses to participate. Be clear this is 
not a church effort and will not be branded as such. 
Also, be clear that for your church to participate, it 
should be a “Christmas” effort. Explain that follow-
ing the distribution effort, your church would like to 
host an appreciation party for participants.

(2) Once an areawide team made up of representa-
tives from each organization is assembled, communi-
cate to the group some of the social needs you have 
already assessed and ask those gathered to submit 
other needs of which they are aware. 

(3) As a group, determine the scope of the needs 
you believe you are able to collectively meet and how 
you will meet those needs.

(4) Enlist the input of each of the organizations’ 
representatives and choose a name for the effort. 
Do not brand this effort with your church name, it’s 
a communitywide project. Perhaps name it simply 
“Loving (name of city or area of town).”

(5) Assign different tasks to representatives of each 
organization. Tasks will include collecting donations; 
recruiting distribution volunteers; enlisting business-
es to give donations and enlist employees to serve 

on a distribution team; sorting and 
cataloging all donated goods, and 
preparing items for distribution.

(6) Plan a first-class party (yes, 
call it a party) for all participants. 
Be sure the event is family-friendly, 
serve plenty of savory and festive 
food, provide Christmas music (live 
or recorded) and be sure the room is 
decorated. Print invitations (brand-

ed with the event name – not your church name) and 
distribute them to each of the project volunteers. By 
this time, there will be many volunteer participants. 

(7) At the event, the pastor should say only a few 
words of thanks and introductions of project leaders 
and then move into a short 15-20 minute program 
which should include the interview of a young family 
or two who participated together to meet commu-
nity needs (being sure to get those special comments 
from the children and read the Christmas story from 
Luke). Ask the pastor to give a short explanation of 
“why Jesus came to die.”

(8) As people leave, give them a gift bag contain-
ing Christmas goodies and information about your 
church. 

Eric W. Ramsey is president of TCWM, based in Moun-
tainburg.

Gore

Baptists Ask

The Santa Claus of today 
is actually based on a real 

person. The story of Santa be-
gins with Nicholas, a bishop 
who was born in A.D. 270 in 
modern Turkey. The story goes 
that his wealthy parents died 
when Nicholas was quite young. 
A devout Christian from an 
early age, Nicholas took Jesus’ 
words literally about selling pos-
sessions and giving them to the 
poor. This bishop of Myra used 
his money 
to help sick, 
poor and 
suffering 
people. In 
time, he be-
came known 
for his gen-
erosity. 

One well-
known account tells of a poor 
man who had three daughters. 
Although the man hoped his 
daughters would find suitable 
husbands, he had no money to 
provide a suitable dowry. Un-
less they married, his daughters 
would be sold into slavery. On 
three separate occasions, each 
daughter mysteriously received a 
bag of gold, either in their stock-
ings or their shoes that were left 
by the fireplace. News spread 
throughout the land that Nicho-
las had secretly donated these 
dowries.  

Nicholas died in Myra on 
Dec. 6 in A.D. 343. To this day, 
Christians in many parts of 
the world celebrate his life on 
Dec. 6. On the night of Dec. 5, 
children leave their stockings or 
shoes out, in the hopes that they 
will receive wonderful gifts.

The Dutch rendering of St. 
Nicholas is “Sinterklaas,” which 
in the Americas became “Santa 
Claus.” The American Santa 
came from Washington Irving’s 
short stories, Clement Moore’s 
poem and well-known illustra-
tions by Norman Rockwell, Had-
don Sundblom and Thomas 
Nast.  

The story of St. Nicholas is 
much more exciting than Santa 
Claus. By sharing the story of 
the real St. Nicholas, children 
will have a better understanding 
about what it means to be gener-
ous. They will also learn about 
the man who gave to others be-
cause he wanted to be a follower 
of Jesus.

Ken Gore is chair of the depart-
ment of Christian studies at Wil-
liams Baptist College in Walnut 
Ridge. Baptists Ask is reader-driven. 
Questions for Gore are welcomed 
on a variety of biblical topics. To 
submit a question, email tim@ar-
kansasbaptist.org.

Is Santa Claus real?

Connecting today’s culture to Christ-mas

H aving addressed two things that church discipline 
is not, let us return to the two Bible passages that 

support church discipline. The first is Matthew 18:15-
20 regarding interpersonal interactions, and the second 
is 1 Corinthians 5:1-13 regarding immorality.

In dealing with both of these passages, it is impor-
tant to remember the full context of Scripture. Our 
response to our brother who wrongs us should be 
soaked in forgiveness beyond counting and guided by 
the wisdom of others. This is part of 
the reason for taking the issue to two 
or three others before you make an 
issue public: Perhaps you are angered 
by something that is not sinful, only 
frustrating. In those cases, the wis-
dom of other believers can prevent 
your own embarrassment. The others 
Jesus speaks of here must find agree-
ment with you that sin has truly oc-
curred.

In 1 Corinthians, we see a case where the sin is evi-
dent not only to the church, but to the outside world. 
This is a case where the immorality need not be proven, 
because the participants are flaunting it. Worth re-
membering in this case is that Paul is especially chastis-
ing the church for celebrating immorality when they 
should be rebuking it. The church at Corinth not only 
failed to correct the behavior, but also endorsed it at 
large to the community.

What can we take away from this? 
First, Bible-based church discipline must use a bib-

lical definition of sin. This is why the interpersonal 
conflict does not go to the church first. It may not be 
sin; it may just be people being people. Since this is the 

case, we must be certain that the Bible speaks clearly re-
garding the behavior we are dealing with in the church. 
Does Scripture call it a sin? If not, then there are no 
grounds for church discipline.

Second, Bible-based church discipline must be used 
as the shield of last resort for the church. Note the op-
portunities provided in Matthew for repentance. Be 
cautious regarding actions committed unintentionally 
or in ignorance. Church discipline is about shielding 

the church from immoral predators, 
not about enforcing compliance with 
the new Sunday school class structure.

Third, Bible-based church discipline 
must be restorative for the individual. 
There are certainly times when a per-
son must leave a church body and not 
return. This is true if the individual 
will revictimize others simply by being 
present in the same church. Often, 
though, the goal must be to see the 

person restored to participation in the body through 
repentance and grace.

The actions of church discipline are a portion of that 
grace. God loves us, but Hebrews 12 points out that He 
disciplines His own. Church discipline is sometimes a 
necessary application of the passage, when the church 
decides the sin must be taken seriously.

In all, though, we must remember that faith, hope 
and love should guide us, with love shown by grace in 
the forefront of all we do.

Editor’s Note: This is the final installment of a two-part 
series. The first part is available online at www.arkansasbap-
tist.org/columns. Doug Hibbard is the pastor of First Baptist 
Church, Almyra. Read his blog at www.doughibbard.com.

Church discipline for the modern age
PART TWO

ChurCh

Issues

   Doug Hibbard
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continued from page one
BOARD
in this state about churches reach-
ing men,” said Tucker. “I’ll say this, 
and this is anecdotal, if there is a 
church having revival in the state it’s 
a man’s church. If you don’t know 
what that means, I don’t know that 
I can explain it.”

He added, “When I know there’s 
a church in a state of revival – not 
that they downplay women or their 
role – (but) it is a church where men 
are welcome.”

In discussing the results of 
the listening sessions, Tucker 
said the state convention staff 
must continue to do more with 
less as it seeks to serve churches.

“Keep in mind where we are. 
When I went to work for you 
16 years ago, we had a full-time 
staff of 95. Now you’ve got a 
full-time staff of 75,” he said. 
“Health care costs that have 
drastically impacted you have 
drastically impacted us.”

Specifically mentioned 
under church planting efforts were 
that Arkansas Baptists should target 
“underserved and unreached areas” 
of the state and “people groups dif-
ferent from typical Arkansas Bap-
tists,” Tucker reported.

Executive directions
In an executive directions report, 

Tucker emphasized the key work the 
ABSC does through a unified mis-
sions budget.

“We have a lot of churches that 
are not part of our convention that 
are seeking to join us in some form 
or fashion because they see the 
value. Sometimes I think they see 
the value of a unified missions bud-
get more than us,” he said.

“You know this – we are commit-
ted to serve every church in the Ar-
kansas Baptist State Convention, re-
gardless of Cooperative Program giv-
ing. That’s my commitment. That’s 
my heart,” said Tucker.

He thanked members of the 
board – a number of whom were 
elected to serve new terms at the re-
cently held ABSC Annual Meeting 
in Rogers – for their commitment to 
serve Arkansas Baptists. 

“Part of why you are here is be-
cause you believe in how we work 
together as a team.”

Pointing to the Cooperative Pro-
gram (CP) brochure distributed at 
the meeting listing top CP giving 
churches in Arkansas, Tucker said,  
“A lot of these churches give very 
sacrificially to Cooperative Program 
missions.”

He said congregational assistance 
the convention provides to church-
es is vitally important, especially in 
Arkansas where many churches are 
smaller.

“Keep this in mind. You have 
about 1,525 churches in the Arkan-
sas Baptist State Convention. 105 of 

the churches run over 200 in aver-
age Sunday school attendance. That 
means 1,420 run less than 200 in 
average Sunday school attendance. 
1,100 of them run less than 100 in 
average Sunday school attendance. 
About 875 of those run less than 
50 in average Sunday school atten-
dance,” said Tucker.

“(When) we try to find youth pas-
tors in this state, we find less than 
200 youth pastors that are full-time, 
part-time, volunteer in any form or 
fashion,” he added. “But what that  
means is when you give to the uni-
fied mission budget, you provide 
somebody like Warren Gasaway (a 
member of the ABSC evangelism 
and church growth team) to come 
to their church to be a part-time 
staff member, … so assisting congre-
gations with all these things is a big 
part of what we do.”

In other action, the board:
– Were led in Scripture reading 

and prayer by Bob Harper, associate 
pastor of Park Hill Baptist Church 
in North Little Rock. Harper read 
from Colossians 1:9-20.

Testimonies
– Heard from Ben Phillips, team 

leader of the ABSC family minis-
try team, who introduced Dean 

Dancer, pastor of Basically Church 
in Dumas, to share how the ABSC-
sponsored Galatians 6:6 marriage 
enrichment conference impacted 
his marriage and ministry. Basically 
Church was featured in the Oct. 17 
edition of the Arkansas Baptist News.

“It was a wonderful opportunity 
for us to get back to the basics of 
trying to look at and evaluate some 
things in our marriage and relation-
ship,” said Dancer. “The thing that 
God really resonated in my heart 
was that it was a wonderful oppor-
tunity for my wife.”

Dancer said the confer-
ence made his wife, Kelley, 
feel special.

“My wife felt like the 
time away was a chance 
for us to have a focus, to 
be refreshed and to give us 
the opportunity to look at 
and examine what is most 
important,” he said.

“The very heart, the 
very foundation, of every 
man that has risen to 
any level of ministry that 
they are at currently, and 

the opportunity to go to any level 
they are to go to, it rests solely on 
the foundation of that marriage,” 
Dancer added.

– Heard from Willie Jacobs, 
urban church planter with the 
ABSC missions ministries team, 
about the Delta Connection theo-
logical education program held Sep-

tember through November in the 
Helena-West Helena area.

“As y’all can look around and 
see, I add a little flavor,” said Jacobs, 
who is African-American, to a roar 
of laughter from board members 
and guests. 

“God has done a work that only 
He could do,” said Jacobs. “We 
have had the privilege in the last 
eight weeks that we went down to 
the Delta … and God connected the 
dots. What we just finished the last 
eight weeks is history-making – to 
have 17 African-American pastors, 
who are not looking for a handout, 
but a hand up. They said, ‘What we 
want most is to be educated. We 
need biblical foundation.’

“I want you to know with these 
pastors we have the potential to im-
pact the Delta like it has never been 
impacted before,” said Jacobs. 

Rick Grant, pastor of First Bap-
tist Church, Benton, was one of a 
number of pastors and ABSC staff 
to guest lecture in Helena-West Hel-
ena.

“I went there with the anticipa-
tion of being a blessing,” said Grant. 
“What happened is what happens 
a lot of times when you minister 
is when you leave you realize you 
didn’t just give a blessing, but you 
reaped a greater blessing.”

“That night I met a room full 
of men whose hands were callused 

See ABSC page 11

The Arkansas Baptist State Convention Executive Board met Dec. 3 in 
Little Rock. Photo by Jessica Vanderpool
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ABSC staff suggest devotionals for new year
ALONG WITH a new year come 
new resolutions and a fresh start. 
One of the questions apt to be asked 
is, “What devotional should I use?” 
Members of the Arkansas Baptist 
State Convention (ABSC) staff and 
its agencies have joined together to 
offer some personal suggestions.

Gwen McCallister, ABSC execu-
tive support team member, suggests 
Missions Mosaic magazine.

“To me, Missions Mosaic is a clas-
sic that doesn’t go out of style. Pray-
ing for missionaries is so important. 
Missions Mosaic helps readers focus 
on praying for missionaries by pro-
viding a daily list of missionaries 
having birthdays, plus a daily loca-

tion focus and a weekly missionary 
highlight, along with the Scripture 
reading and devotional thoughts.”

Vickey Nelson, ABSC family min-
istry team member, suggests The Mes-
sage version of the Bible.

“I really do love that. … It gives 
you a new perspective and new 
thoughts on old Scriptures that 
you’ve read all your life.”

Charity Gardner, ABSC missions 
support team member, suggests 
“Jesus Calling: Enjoying Peace in 
His Presence” by Sarah Young.

“This devotional is written using 
Scripture verses. No matter the day, 
the devotion written is Jesus’ words 
spoken to the reader. I am always 

able to pull biblical truths from each 
day that encourages me as a Christ-
follower.”

David Perry, executive director for 
Arkansas Baptist Children’s Homes 
and Family Ministries (ABCHomes), 
suggests “Hope for Each Day: Words 
of Wisdom and Faith” by Billy Gra-
ham.

“I love this devotional book. … 
It’s a daily devotional written by 
Billy Graham … and has Scripture 
and thoughts for each day and then 
an area to write notes.”

Stella Prather, director of com-
munications for ABCHomes sug-
gests “Praying God’s Word Day by 
Day: A Year of Devotional Prayer”  

by Beth Moore.
“It’s a year of devotional prayers. 

She just puts it into everyday life of 
– whether it’s good things or circum-
stances you can’t control – how we 
can still live by faith and that God’s 
Word has an answer for it all.”

Bryan Lee, ABSC business affairs 
team member, suggests Paul’s Letters 
in the Bible.

“If I’m really looking to dig into 
something, I usually read one of 
Paul’s Letters – I absolutely love his 
writings – very inspirational, very en-
couraging and covers a lot of terri-
tory. So, they’re usually really good.”

To recommend a devotional email 
abn@arkansasbaptist.org.

Ark. pastor recommends ‘My Utmost for His Highest’
Doug Hibbard
First Baptist Church, Almyra

IN 2014, I want to challenge you to 
read two things. The Word of God 
and the words of those who have 
gone before us in the faith. The first 
is life-giving, and the second can 
help us all better walk in the ways 
the Word directs us. I’m going to 
give you my two recommendations.

‘My Utmost for His Highest’
In print since 1927, “My Utmost 

for His Highest” represents the 
preaching and teaching of Oswald 
Chambers. Chambers was a YMCA 
chaplain for the British Army in 
Egypt during World War I and died 
of surgical complications from an 
appendectomy. His wife compiled 
her notes of his sermons and lec-
tures and turned those into several 
works. The most well-known is this 
daily devotional, “My Utmost for 
His Highest.”

“My Utmost for His Highest” 
contains 365 readings. It is impor-
tant to note that some of these are 
excerpted from the same message, 
and so the first reading will feel a 
little incomplete. The thoughts will 
continue in the next day’s reading, 
though, and none of these carry on 
more than three days.

Apart from the direct words of 
Scripture, “My Utmost for His High-
est” contains the hardest paragraphs 
I have ever read – not because of 
the language, even though I prefer 
the original to any of the modern 
updates. English has not changed 
so much in the last 100 years that 
Chambers’ ideas cannot be under-
stood. Rather, he speaks very direct-
ly. His ministry was to very different 
groups: students and soldiers. Both 
groups, though, were often in mo-
tion, and the groups were never par-
ticularly static. There was no time 
for a 48-week sermon series in these 
ministry roles, so Chambers was di-
rect.

That directness from his preach-
ing carries forward into “My Utmost 
for His Highest.” The reader is chal-
lenged to think about whether it is 
even possible to consider what we do 
for the One who saves us from hell 

as “sacrifice” (Nov. 13) or challenged 
to be ready for “obscure duty” (April 
18). The few paragraphs read each 
day will stimulate your thinking 
about walking with Jesus on a day-
to-day basis.

One of the best uses of “My Ut-
most for His Highest” is to couple 
the daily reading of Chambers’ devo-
tional with reading the biblical text 
cited in its own context. Each day 
is linked to a specific Scripture, but 
the reader would be well-advised to 
take in the whole passage.

I recommend taking a glance at 
the online version of the original at 
www.utmost.org. Additionally, that 
website contains links to read the 
original for free daily through email 
or social media.

‘Awakening Faith’
There’s a consistent problem in 

modern life: We tend to think that 
we are the smartest people to ever 
live. No one else has had the same 
problems or come up with the so-
lution to those problems. No other 
generation has figured out what we 

know. Addressing that problem has 
long been the idea to reach out and 
read from prior generations. That 
can be intimidating to tackle in 
one fell swoop, but a good way is 
to take little bites and see what has 
been said in ages past. If you couple 
that with the excellent idea of daily 
readings to help draw us nearer to 
God, then you can accomplish this 
by picking up James Stuart Bell’s 
“Awakening Faith.”

Now, let’s be honest with our 
credits. Bell did not truly write 
“Awakening Faith.” He wrote the 
introduction, and he selected the 
writings, but these daily devotion-
als were written by people like St. 
Patrick or the Venerable Bede. I am 
uncertain, based on the information 
in the book, whether or not Bell did 
all the translating or if he worked 
from existing translations. 

That does not particularly matter 
to the value of “Awakening Faith.” 
You have here a year’s supply of 
devotionals developed by the gi-
ants that stand in the early years of 
church history. I cannot find a bad 

day among them all, and I will enjoy 
reading and rereading this for years 
to come.

If there is a fault to find here, it 
is more the fault of history than of 
Bell. There is a reason that these are 
all devotions from the early Church 
fathers. No women are featured in 
the writings, but the well is pretty dry 
to draw from in that slice of time. 
So, again, it’s no fault of Bell’s, but 
it’s worth noting – more a reminder 
of the missing half of wisdom from 
the last two millennia than anything 
else. Neither are all of the authors 
Baptists – some of the selections 
come from men whose other ideas 
we might reject, but little presented 
here is problematic.

In all, though, do not let that 
scare you away from “Awakening 
Faith.” Keep in mind that these 
early Church fathers wrote before 
over verbosity became a virtue, be-
fore printing presses. These men say 
more in a page than most of us say 
in a blog series or a book.  

Written by Doug Hibbard, pastor of 
First Baptist Church, Almyra.
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Arkansas Baptists reflect on year of ministry
THE END of the year provides the 
perfect time to reflect upon what has 
transpired in the past 12 months. 
And for Arkansas Baptist churches, 
2013 has been a year filled with min-
istry, outreach and kingdom-focused 
work.

FBC, Glenwood
“This year, First Baptist Church, 

Glenwood, reached out more than 
it has in years!” said Phillip Miller, 
pastor of First Baptist Church.

The church’s events ranged from 
vacation Bible school and various 
outreach events to an out-of-state 
mission trip and a sewing ministry. 

One outreach took place at the 
Caddo River during Memorial Day 
weekend. Church members handed 
out hot dogs, snow cones and New 
Testaments.

“Canoeists were surprised and 
thankful,” said Miller. “They asked, 
‘Why would you do this?’ We would 
say, ‘We want to show Christ’s love 
and let folks know we are here.’”

The church shared the love of 
Christ during a mission trip to 
South Dakota, where they served 
with Connection Church in Spear-
fish. Two other churches, including 
Trinity Baptist Church, Mabelvale, 
joined them for the trip.

In October, First Baptist set up a 
booth during the Chamber of Com-

merce Halloween event, where they 
passed out candy, hot chocolate, 
tracts and New Testaments.

And they continued strong into 
November, holding their Where 
Love Abounds Fruit Offering, dur-
ing which members donated bags of 
fruit and then distributed them – 
along with New Testaments – at a 
local grocery store.

One of the church’s ongoing min-
istries was started earlier this year by 
members of the church’s Woman’s 
Missionary Union. They make pil-
lowcases, which they have distribut-
ed to hospitals, nursing homes and 
other locations. So far, they have 
made 4,000 pillowcases.

FBC, Dierks
David Blase, interim pastor at 

First Baptist Church, Dierks, said 
in January his church held Ladies’ 
Night Out, an event which resulted 
in “more ladies in our building than 
ever in our history.”

Blase added that they also held 
a “lay-led revival” with a team of 
laymen from First Baptist Church, 
Nashville, called the Seed Sowers 
Revival Team.

“It was one of the most effective 
revivals we have ever had,” he said.

The church added 32 to their 
membership this year, most of 
whom were added through baptism. 

A 90-year-old man and an 84-year-
old woman were among those bap-
tized.

Along with adding to their mem-
bership, the church is in the process 
of completing a family activity build-
ing.

And with the end of the year, they 
are embracing the Christmas spirit 
by giving gifts to children in need. 
They also have set a $500 goal for 
their giving to Lottie Moon Christ-
mas Offering for International Mis-
sions. 

FBC, Lowell
First Baptist Church, Lowell, is 

sharing the joy of Christmas through 
its annual White Christmas Celebra-
tion. Penny Sims, the church’s chil-
dren’s director, said during the event 
an offering of more than $3,000 for 
the Lottie Moon Christmas Offering 
was collected. Church members also 
donated food gifts that will be dis-
tributed to the community through 
Christmas baskets. Sims said the 
White Christmas Celebration was 
begun and led by Ben Rowell, the 
church’s associate pastor.

In addition to the White Christ-
mas Celebration, members have the 
opportunity to buy gifts of coats, 
shoes and clothing, which are given 
to local elementary schools for them 
to distribute as needed. The church 

also provides the schools with a 
monetary gift to help with other 
needed items.

The church reached out to the 
community throughout the year, 
as well, through activities like their 
vacation Bible school and carnival, 
back-to-school fair, food pantry and 
more.

FBC, Cabot
For Cheryl Moore, financial 

ministry assistant at First Baptist 
Church, Cabot, what stood out 
about the year was her church’s mis-
sion trip to Alaska. Moore said it 
was her first mission trip. 

“One of the things we did was 
give out hot chocolate at the cer-
emonial start of the Iditarod sled 
dog race and promote the start of a 
new ministry in downtown Anchor-
age by True North Church of An-
chorage, Alaska,” said Moore, who 
was accompanied on the trip by her 
mother and several others.

FBC, Marianna
Members of First Baptist Church, 

Marianna, were on mission in 2013 
outside of the United States. They 
participated in several mission 
trips to Ukraine this year, helping 
with construction, a church camp,  
vacation Bible school and more. The 

See REFLECT page 10
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Terri Day wins ABN Christmas card contest
DIAMOND CITY – Terri L. Day, 
member of First Baptist Church, 

Diamond City, 
is the winner of 
the 2013 Arkan-
sas Baptist News 
(ABN) Christ-
mas card design 
contest.

Angels, nativ-
ity scenes and 
other seasonal 
elements were 

prominent in the designs submitted 
by ABN readers. 

“We are honored to have 
Arkansas Baptists share their talent 
and celebrate the meaning of Christ-
mas through our contest,” said Tim 
Yarbrough, ABN editor. “Terri Day’s 
design showed extreme talent and 
creativity, and it will represent the 
ABN well.”  

Day’s depiction of a nativity scene 
will be printed and will serve as the 
official 2013 Christmas card of the 

Arkansas Baptist News.
Her design features Jesus in a 

manger, surrounded by Mary, Jo-
seph and animals, with a star shin-
ing down on Him and magi in the 
distance. Be-
neath the 
scene are the 
words “Im-
manuel” and 
“God with 
us.”

“I appre-
ciate being 
picked and 
give all the 
glory to the 
Lord,” said 
Day.

D a y 
studied art 
at  South-
ern Illinois 
Un i ve r s i t y -
Edwardsville 
until moving with her husband to 
Iowa, where she graduated from the 
University of Northern Iowa with a 
Bachelor of Fine Arts degree. They 
had a son in 1990 and moved to 
Texas in 1993. 

When her husband had a stroke 
and a heart attack, Day learned to 
be a caregiver and cared for him at 
home. He died in October 2011.

She recently moved to Dia-

mond City and joined First Bap-
tist Church. Currently, she works 
part-time with The Area Agency on 
Aging of Northwest Arkansas. 

“I want to continue using my gifts 
and talents for the Lord,” 
she said, referring to her 
artistic abilities.

She served as illustrator for 
a friend’s book on how to become a 
Christian, which is set for publica-
tion in the near future.

Runner-up in the Christmas card 
design contest is Linda Morgan 
Loomis, member of Calvary Baptist 
Church, Camden. 

Honorable mention is awarded 
to Eileen Manees, member of Coro-
nado Baptist Church, Hot Springs 
Village.

She served as illustrator for 

Loomis’ honorable mention ABN 
Christmas card design (above) and 
Manees’ runner-up design (right).

Day
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Church shares blessings with Lottie Moon offering
VANDERVOORT – While there is 
nothing abnormal about a church 
taking part in the annual Lottie 
Moon Christmas Offering for Inter-
national Missions, it might be con-
sidered abnormal for a church to 
donate during the middle of the year 
– but not for First Baptist Church, 
Vandervoort.

Located in Polk County in west-
ern Arkansas near Oklahoma, First 
Baptist has an average of 75 people 
in Sunday morning worship. 

What’s special about the con-
gregation is that they gave a special 

Lottie Moon offering of $10,000 
midyear in 2012.

Barry Godwin, pastor of First 
Baptist, said that each year the dea-
cons and pastor of First Baptist rec-
ommend a goal for the Lottie Moon 
offering, as well as other special mis-
sions offerings. 

“The church votes to give that 
amount or more, and we always 
meet our goal,” Godwin said, add-
ing that First Baptist is a “generous 
congregation.”

He explained how their $10,000 
donation came about.

“Most months at First Baptist, the 
offering exceeds the expenses and 
the general fund increases,” God-
win said. “First Baptist is not trying 
to store God’s money for Him – we 
desire that it be used. 

“As money came in, the idea of 
giving to missions was discussed. 
The amount of $10,000 was agreed 
upon and presented to the church; it 
was unanimous.”

That same year, the church also 
gave about $1,000 during the nor-
mal end-of-year time for the offering.

This year, the church set a goal of 

$1,500 for the Lottie Moon offering. 
“We believe in the work that our 

missionaries are doing. Some people 
can’t go, but we can all give,” God-
win said.

“Giving to missions provides the 
resources needed for fulfilling the 
Great Commission,” he added.

2013 marks the 125th anniversary 
of the Lottie Moon Christmas Of-
fering for International Missions. 
In that time, more than $3.5 billion 
has been given to the offering to sup-
port the cause of Christ through the 
world. 

CMD gives children ministry experience
WHAT BETTER WAy to teach 
children concerning ministry than 
to give them hands-on experience? 

That’s what Children’s Ministry 
Day (CMD) is all about.

Sponsored by national Woman’s 
Missionary Union, “CMD encour-
ages churches to get their children 
involved with hands-on ministry 
within their own community,” said 
Charity Gardner, Arkansas Baptist 
State Convention missions support 
team member.

“Churches are able to benefit 
from Children’s Ministry Day be-
cause ministry is ‘contagious,’” 
Gardner said. 

“Children are always excited 
about being involved in hands-on 
ministry projects,” she added. “As 
children participate in ministry, 
adults get interested in helping the 
children. Parents and Sunday school 

Interim ministry conference set for Feb.
PARON – Almost every church ex-
periences it at one point or anoth-
er – the “interim” period between 
one pastor leaving and a new pas-
tor being called. It is a vital time for 
a church, but it can provide some 
unique challenges for the man serv-
ing as interim pastor during that 
period.

The Arkansas Baptist State Con-
vention (ABSC) leadership and 
worship team is sponsoring the In-

terim Ministry for Today’s Church 
conference to help interim pastors 
navigate this role.

Set for Feb. 18-19 at Camp Paron, 
the conference will address topics 
such as how to engage quickly with 
a congregation and how to prepare 
a church for a new pastor, said Jim-
mie Sheffield, ABSC interim associ-
ate executive director. 

“Many pastors who are facing re-
tirement do not want to retire from 

ministry. Being trained to become 
an interim pastor will provide the 
opportunity to continue to serve 
God and His kingdom work by 
helping churches during the interim 
time,” Sheffield said. “This seminar 
will help provide the basic informa-
tion on how to be an effective in-
terim pastor.”

For more information, call 501-
376-4791, ext. 5121, or email Shef-
field at jsheffield@absc.org.

the ministry projects.”
The suggested date for the event is 

Feb. 15, but Gardner said she encour-
ages churches to hold CMD on what-
ever date best fits their schedules.

In addition, Gardner is willing to 

assist churches in coming up with 
ministry ideas that suit their needs 
and desires.

For more information, call Gard-
ner at 800-838-2272, ext. 5137, or 
email her at cgardner@absc.org.

or small group leaders are pulled 
into assisting with the ministry proj-
ect. And before you know it, the 
whole church is involved in ministry 
through providing leadership, sup-
plies or praying for the children and 

View upcoming Arkansas 
Baptist State Convention 

events by visiting 
 www.absc.org

church has been taking mission 
teams to Ukraine annually since 
2009, said church member Buddy 
Barnett. He and his wife, Janada, 
founded Ukraine Challenge In-
ternational Inc. in 1999 and have 
been coordinating mission teams 

continued from page 8
REFLECT from Arkansas and North Carolina 

through this organization since that 
time. 

Park Hill Baptist, NLR
Jay Gordon, executive pastor of 

Park Hill Baptist Church, North Lit-
tle Rock, said his church took part 
in My Hope America with Billy Gra-
ham, a nationwide effort to reach 
people with the gospel.

“We did see a few people saved, 
but important as well is that the 
event was a starting place for many 
in reaching their neighborhood,” 
said Gordon. “A number of our 
families did block parties and other 
events, visited door to door, invited 
neighbors to dinner and even got in-
volved in counseling when needed. 
I saw this not as an event, but as a 
beginning.”
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from hard work, but their Bibles 
were open, their hearts were pliable 
and they wanted to learn about the 
great truths of God’s Word,” he 
said.

“If you were at Rogers at the con-
vention, you may remember Dr. 
Tucker showing that map of Arkan-
sas,” said Grant. “I questioned him, 
and I questioned the percentages. (I 
thought) it couldn’t be right, but it 
was. I’m thinking if God can use us, 
Arkansas Baptists, to reach across 
the interstate, and to love our broth-
ers and sisters in Christ, and not to 
give them a handout but a hand up, 
I hope that God does that in a way 
that He gets the glory.”

Grant added, “Maybe it is time, 
(that) we as Arkansas Baptists roll 
up our sleeves and walk across the 
street, walk down the road, and re-
member what we do we do to the 
glory of God. I believe God wants us 
to be more involved and active as a 
church, and I hope you will be part 
of that conversation and part of that 
participation as we continue not to 
just reach our community, but we 
reach this state for Christ.”

Agency updates
– Heard brief testimonies and up-

dates from two entity leaders, Tim 
Yarbrough, editor/executive direc-
tor of the Arkansas Baptist News, and 
Rex Horne, president of Ouachita 
Baptist University.

Yarbrough shared about his back-
ground in Arkansas – about having 
been saved during a revival held 
at Walnut Street Baptist Church, 
Jonesboro, and about when he re-
sided in Russellville, where he met 
his wife and was married at First 
Baptist Church.

Yarbrough told the group the col-
lective work of Arkansas Baptists is 
still important today.

“Some say the work of state Bap-
tist newspapers – and even Baptist 
state conventions, related agencies 
and ministries – is outdated, irrel-
evant and destined for the garbage 
heap of Baptist history. I beg to dif-
fer; I beg to disagree. ... There are 
still lost folks out there who need 
Jesus, and as long as Christ’s work 
of reconciliation in this world is ac-
tive and ongoing – until He calls 
us home – we have work to do,” he 
said.

“What’s more, publishing is alive 
and well and will be for many more 
years,” said Yarbrough, adding,  
“Today more than ever – in a day of 
diminished denominational loyalty 
– the story of Southern Baptists in 
Arkansas needs to be told as they 
seek to be Jesus’ hands and feet to a 
lost and dying world.

“After all, if we don’t tell our 
story, who will?” he concluded.

Horne told the board he grew up 
near Camden where his father and 
grandfather worked and attended 
Cullendale Baptist Church. 

“From time to time, as a boy, I 
remember students from Ouachita, 

professors from Ouachita, coming 
to our church to serve at a revival 
or Bible study, summer youth min-
istry and those kinds of things – so 
I grew up with a great appreciation 
for Ouachita,” he said. “My mother 
or my dad, nor grandparents had 
the opportunity to go to a college 
or university, but they valued what 
was taking place. When they talk-
ed about college, they were talking 
about Ouachita.”

Horne said Ouachita continues 
to be one of the top Baptist schools 
in placing students on the mission 
field, according to appointment re-
cords of the International Mission 
Board.

“This is something that just 
doesn’t happen. It is a tribute to 
those who study there and a trib-
ute to those who serve there,” 
said Horne. “We are very grateful  
for that.”

He announced plans Ouachita 
has to increase assistance to depen-
dents of ministers. 

“We recognize the importance 
of pastors and ministers to our uni-
versity and our state and beyond. 
We’ve determined for too long we 
have been lagging behind in what we 
have done for ministers, so we are 
going to up our scholarship begin-
ning next fall,” said Horne. 

“Our goal is for our ministers’ 
dependent scholarship is that we 
will reduce the tuition 10 percent 
each year. We appreciate what you 
are doing, and we want to be a part 
of that.”

Horne concluded by adding that 
Ouachita also has plans to launch 
online degrees and courses in the 
fall of 2014.

– “We are mindful of the many 
bivocational pastors across Arkan-
sas. We want to partner with them 

and those in our convention to offer 
support that may be helpful to them, 
even leading perhaps to an associ-
ate’s degree or something further,” 
said Horne.

– Heard a testimony from War-
ren Gasaway, who joined the ABSC 
evangelism and church growth team 
Dec. 2. He will serve as the team’s 
youth evangelism specialist (see re-
lated story on page 3).

– Heard an ABSC Nominat-
ing Committee report from Dale 
Walker, pastor of Concord Baptist 
Church, Van Buren, who reminded 
board members of the important 
work of the committee “to make 
sure we have all the right people in 
the right place so we can do the right 
thing for the kingdom of God. ... 
We are thankful for you.”

– Heard reports from the ABSC 
Finance Committee, Program Com-
mittee and Operating Committee.

continued from page 6
ABSC
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We celebrate Jesus today because 
we have in our possession this pre-
cious Book called the New Testa-
ment, and especially, because of the 
events surrounding His birth, found 
in the two Gospels – Matthew and 
Luke. Were it not for the Gospels, 
we would have no au-
thentic account about 
the birth of Jesus.

We should never 
apologize for what we 
believe. Our faith as 
Christians is based on 
a true and infallible re-
cord of historical events 
(1 Cor. 15:1-11). Luke 
states that the persons 
and experiences and 
events recorded in his 
work are written so 
“that you may have 
certainty concerning the things you 
have been taught” (Luke 1:4).

We celebrate His birth, but let us 
never forget why He came. We re-
joice that the Son of God, born of 
the virgin Mary, spoke as no other 
man ever spoke, went about doing 
good, lived a perfect life, died an ig-
nominious death on the cross, rose 
the third day in triumph over death, 

ascended into heaven and now sits 
at the right hand of the Majesty on 
High. He is coming again to take His 
Church to be with Him, to judge the 
world in righteousness and to reign 
forever in heaven.

I believe all the prophecies con-
cerning Jesus have been 
or will be literally ful-
filled. 

Every prophecy con-
cerning His birth was 
literally fulfilled. He 
came the first time as 
the Lamb of God. He 
will come again as the 
King of kings and Lord 
of lords, and He will 
reign from Jerusalem 
upon the throne of His 
father David (Luke 1:26-
32). 

Mary responds to the angel’s an-
nouncement and Elizabeth’s bless-
ing by singing a song known as “The 
Magnificat” (Luke 1:46-55). She 
praises God for His special favor and 
for His special favor on Israel. 

Like Mary, we as Christians 
should praise God for the gift of His 
Son and for the gift of eternal life 
through Him.

The Christmas season can be a 
time of happiness and joy. Families 
come together, have a festive meal 
and exchange gifts. Church choirs 
perform cantatas, children perform 
their plays and friends go caroling. 
The first Christmas was also a time 
of rejoicing. When the 
angel announced the 
birth of Jesus to the 
shepherds, he brought 
“good tidings of great 
joy” (Luke 2:10). A heav-
enly choir suddenly ap-
peared and broke forth 
with a song of praise 
that has become known 
today as “Gloria in Ex-
celsis Deo” (Luke 2:14).  
After the shepherds 
went to Bethlehem to 
see the Christ child, they returned to 
their fields praising God for all they 
had seen and heard (Luke 2:20).  

The first Christmas was also a 
time of fear. Joseph feared taking 
Mary as his wife because she was 
pregnant and the Baby wasn’t his. 
An angel of the Lord appeared to 
him in a dream and told him not 
to fear because Mary was carry-
ing a Child conceived of the Holy 

Spirit (Matt. 1:20-21). Joseph took 
Mary and Jesus to Egypt to escape 
the murderous Herod. After Herod 
died, an angel of the Lord instructed 
Joseph to take Mary and Jesus back 
to Israel. Joseph feared Herod’s son 
Archelaus. The Lord warned him in 

a dream to take Mary 
and Jesus to the land of 
Galilee. Joseph demon-
strated great courage in 
what he faced.

Christmas can be a 
fearful time for many 
people. There is an 
increase in loneliness 
and depression dur-
ing the holidays. Many 
don’t have families with 
whom to share Christ-
mas. There is the added 

pressure of having to buy gifts. 
Some are barely getting by.

There is a great verse we can share 
with the fearful: “Fear not, for I am 
with you; be not dismayed, for I am 
your God, I will strengthen you, I 
will help you, I will uphold you with 
my righteous right hand” (Isaiah 
41:10). The Lord will be with us, 
strengthen us and guide us just like 
He did Joseph!

Gerald Nash
chaplain

Second Baptist 
Conway

In John 15, our Lord speaks to 
His disciples about bearing fruit, lov-
ing, suffering and witnessing. It has 
the last of the “I am” sayings (John 
6:35; 8:12; 10:9, 11; 11:25; 14:6; 
15:1). This metaphor 
of vine and branches 
reminds us of the Pau-
line concept of “in 
Christ” and “the Body 
of Christ” with its 
many members. Jesus 
attempts to show them 
the eternal benefits of 
abiding in Him and 
the impossibility of 
doing anything with-
out Him – a lesson we 
must learn.

Abiding in Christ 
generates fruit, effec-
tual prayer and brings glory to the 
Father. He again addresses the re-
lationship of Father to the Son and 
the Son to the disciples. Abiding in 
His love and experiencing His joy 
and intimate friendship – these are 
the results of obedience.

Jesus again underlines the impor-
tance of love. His love for the dis-
ciples is reflected by the fact that it 
was He who had chosen them, rath-
er than the reverse. He also warns 

them that they can expect suffering. 
The world hates Him because He 
is not of this world and neither are 
those who follow Him. He said, “Re-
member the word that I said to you: 

‘A servant is not greater 
than his master.’ If they 
persecuted me, they 
will also persecute you” 
(John 15:20).

Jesus adds a word 
of comfort when He 
says, “If they kept my 
word, they will also keep 
yours”(John 15:20). Per-
secution will be against 
the light. Jesus had 
come and the light of 
His words and deeds 
had been witnessed by 
the world. They rejected 

this light because of their hatred of 
Jesus and the Father as predicted in 
Psalms 35:19.  

But in the face of all this, Jesus 
said there was One coming who 
would enable them to bear witness: 
the Holy Spirit. Since they had been 
with Him from the beginning, the 
Holy Spirit would use their witness 
to His own power to “bear witness” 
of Christ.  Obedient and Spirit-filled 
disciples will bear fruit.

Recently, I went to the bank to 
make a transfer. The teller told me 
my debit card had been locked be-
cause I had been a victim of identity 
theft. Apparently, while I was using 
my card to buy break-
fast for my granddaugh-
ter when she and I were 
in Conway, someone 
was attempting to use 
my card number at a 
Walmart in South Car-
olina. 

It is illegal to use 
someone else’s identity. 
In our Scripture lesson, 
it is the opposite. We 
are to take on Christ’s 
identity. 

Romans 6:10 says, 
“For the death that He 
died, He died to sin once for all; 
but the life that He lives, He lives 
to God.” 

Christ dying to sin does not imply 
that Christ ever sinned. The Scrip-
tures are very clear that Christ was 
without sin. 

We wonder, How could Christ 
die to sin if He never sinned? 

Christ died to sin in two senses. 
First, He died to sin in regard to 
sin’s penalty. Romans 6:23 tells us 

that the penalty for sin is death.  As 
our substitute, Christ met the legal 
demands of the Law and died for 
the sins of the world. Secondly, 
Christ died to sin in regard to sin’s 

power. His death on the 
cross broke sin’s power 
over those who would 
come to Him in faith. 
Verse 10 is specific in 
saying that this was a 
“once for all” sacrifice. 
This never needs to be 
repeated (Heb. 7:26-27; 
1 Pet. 3:18).  

Verse 11 says, “Like-
wise you also, reckon 
yourselves to be dead in-
deed to sin, but alive to 
God in Christ Jesus our 
Lord.” 

We are to respond to sin as a dead 
man would. Sin is not to be a part of 
our life. However, we are to be alive 
to God in Christ Jesus. This means 
we are called to holiness, worship, 
prayer, service and discipleship.  

As Christians, we are to embrace 
Christ’s identity as our own. Our life 
is literally hidden in Christ. Christ 
wants to live through us (Phil. 1:21; 
2:13). 

Our life becomes His life.

Gerald Nash
chaplain

Second Baptist 
Conway

Courage
MATTHEW 1:18-25; 2:19-23

BIBLE STUDIES FOR LIFE:

Celebrate Jesus at Christmas!
LUKE 1:26-56, 2:1-7 

EXPLORE THE BIBLE:

Stay open and obedient
JOHN 15:1-25 

EXPLORE THE BIBLE:

An identity you must embrace
ROMANS 6:8-18

BIBLE STUDIES FOR LIFE:
DECEMBER 29, 2013

Bill Brown
interim pastor

West Side First Baptist
Greers Ferry

DECEMBER 22, 2013
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In our first term as missionaries 
in the Philippines, we experienced 
two magnitude-7.2 earthquakes, a 
case of typhoid, two cases of hemor-
rhagic fever, a coup d’etat, an am-
bush, a volcanic eruption and two 
break-ins. At the end of that term we 
were exhausted. Our su-
pervisor assured us our 
second term should be 
trouble-free.

Soon after our sec-
ond term began, we 
knew our supervisor 
was wrong. Within the 
first two months, we 
had been in a landslide, 
suffered multiple cases 
of dysentery and I had a 
miscarriage. A few days 
after the miscarriage, I 
was pouring my heart 
out to God, pleading for a season 
of peace. At the end of that prayer, I 
knew our troubles were not over, but 
I also knew I would not be alone. 
That was not the feeling I was hop-
ing for that morning!

Three days later, I suffered a back 
injury that left me partially para-
lyzed for the next six weeks. That 
“feeling” I had experienced prior 
was the promised presence of the 

Holy Spirit in our lives to guide, di-
rect and comfort us as believers.

Jesus tells us about the promise 
of the Holy Spirit in John 15:26. In 
this passage, Jesus refers to Him as 
the “Counselor.” The Greek word 
“paraclete” literally means “one 

called alongside.” In the 
Book of John, the word 
is used four times in ref-
erence to the Holy Sprit: 
John 14:16, 26; 15:26; 
16:7.  

Today, the Holy Spir-
it comes alongside us 
to guide us to the truth 
(John 16:13), to provide 
strength in persecution 
(John 16:1-3) and to pro-
vide power in evange-
lism (John 16:8-11). It is 
the Holy Spirit that con-

victs believers of sin and the need for 
confession. He convicts nonbeliev-
ers of sin and the need for a Savior. 
It was the Holy Spirit in my quiet 
time that assured me of His comfort 
in the days and trials ahead. Jesus 
tells us in John there will be trouble 
in this world; it is a guarantee. He 
sent the Holy Spirit to comfort and 
remind us Jesus came to overcome 
the world!

Gayla Parker
member 

Lifeway Baptist
Little Rock

There are some battles we just 
can’t win alone. Recently in Arkan-
sas, the temperatures dropped into 
the 20s. Plants froze, and folks made 
provisions for the outdoor animals. 
Our bird dogs were allowed unusual 
access to the living room overnight.

This was a problem 
for our new kittens. 
One was determined to 
fight the dogs. Spitting 
and yowling, he hissed 
his way closer and clos-
er to disaster – until 
my husband stepped 
in, carrying the feline 
warrior to isolation in 
a back room.

Paul warns in Ro-
mans 7 that we are no 
match for our enemy, 
Satan. We may puff up 
and bluster, claim self-righteousness 
and strive, but our sin nature out-
weighs our often small-spirit human 
powers.

We need something, or Someone, 
greater than ourselves to rescue us 
from our situation. Verse 24 is every 
man’s cry: “Who will rescue me?”  
Who will recall my hasty words? 
Who will make amends for the 
hearts I have broken? Who will re-

store my health, fortune and family?
Paul leads us from desperation to 

rejoicing in Romans 7:25-8:1. Here 
is our Hope, our Help: “through 
Christ Jesus, Our Lord.” And we are 
swept beyond just safety to rapture: 
“There is therefore now no condem-

nation.” What bound-
less joy! We are cleansed, 
forgiven and restored.

Of course, the use of 
a human example will 
always fall short of God, 
but just like my husband 
delivered the kitten from 
certain injury brought 
by its foolish, natural ac-
tion, Jesus has rescued 
us.

 There is one very im-
portant key to this pas-
sage and illustration. 

The kitten was in the house. By the 
master’s invitation, it was enjoying 
great privilege. The parallel is we 
must accept the invitation Jesus of-
fers to live in His house. “There is … 
no condemnation for those who are 
in Christ Jesus” (Rom. 8:1).

Is your heart broken? Is your situ-
ation awful? 

Allow Jesus to fight the fight you 
can’t win by yourself.

Mary Kisor
member

First Baptist
London

“Now I lay me down to sleep.” 
Most of us prayed those words 

as children. Or those who are like 
my boys may have prayed something 
like, “OK, God, it’s me again, and 
boy do I have a list this time!”  

Prayer is how we talk 
to God; it is our most 
powerful resource and 
our access to the Fa-
ther. The very Son of 
God spoke to the Fa-
ther through prayer. He 
showed us how to pray 
(Matt. 6:9-13). He mod-
eled praying privately 
(Mark 1:35; 5:16). And 
He prayed His longest 
recorded prayer in 
John 17. What did He 
say in this long prayer? 
What can we learn from it?

He prayed for Himself, that the 
Father would be glorified in the 
completion of His work. Without 
the completion of His work on the 
cross, it would be impossible for us 
to experience salvation. Because He 
completed His work, He deserves 
honor and our faithfulness to com-
plete our work. What is our work? 
“Go ye therefore” (Matt. 28:18-20, 
NIV) – the last words Jesus shared 

before ascending to heaven, “make 
disciples.” 

He prayed for His followers – for 
their continued obedience, their 
protection from the evil one and 
their unity. Today, we honor Jesus 

when we are obedient to 
His Word, obedient in 
serving, in attitudes, in 
loving unconditionally. 
For this, we need pro-
tection from Satan and 
his temptations. Satan 
desires our failure. One 
of his favorite tools is di-
vision among believers. 
If we can stand strong 
in unity, our strength 
brings honor to the 
Lord.

The next time you 
pray, remember the longest prayer 
that Jesus prayed. Pray a little longer. 
Pray for yourself, endurance to com-
plete the task, heartfelt obedience, 
protection from temptations. And 
pray for others to experience salva-
tion and the strength that comes in 
the unity of believers. 

Pray so that one day “every knee 
will bow and every tongue will con-
fess that Jesus Christ is Lord” (Rom. 
14:11).

I am blessed to have a big brother. 
Many times we quarreled. But often 
he stepped into my troubles to help 
me. He would lift a pail I had filled 
too full. He would pick an apple that 
was out of my reach. Occasionally, 
he rescued me from a 
fight. Whether I was 
right or wrong, he was 
my family.

Paul shares in Ro-
mans 8:17 that we are 
family. We have an elder 
Brother who has lived 
this life so that we, also, 
may live. He has been 
fully human. He knows 
what we feel. Knowing 
where the potholes are 
makes the road easier to 
negotiate. 

Notice Paul says in the flesh – 
human nature – we can’t please 
God. It is just not possible. The 
Spirit of God must dwell in us. Jesus 
invites every one of us to be His sib-
lings – joint heirs. 

I especially like verse 12 where 
Paul says we are not obligated to live 
by the flesh any longer. I used to tell 
my children when they were strug-
gling with a problem: “Just don’t 
do that anymore.” And it really is 

that simple. Please listen: “Simple” 
is not synonymous for “easy.” I need 
to stop making excuses to others. I 
can just obey God and let Him take 
care of the consequences. Stop say-
ing ungodly words. Stop looking at 

ungodly stuff on TV. 
I won’t get Christ-like 
acting like the pigs in 
the pigpen. Start read-
ing the Word and step-
ping out in faith. We 
can’t live this life on 
our own. We don’t have 
to. Christ has promised 
never to leave us.

Paul assures us that 
when we are over-
whelmed, not knowing 
where to turn or what to 
do, the Spirit “joins to 

help in our weakness” (Rom. 8:26). 
God, Himself, intercedes for us. He 
knows our hearts, and so He steps in 
and reaches that choice piece of fruit 
for us. The fruit of peace, the fruit of 
patience, the fruit of kindness and 
goodness all are for us. That com-
plete list is in Galatians 5.

Let Jesus come alongside and be 
the best big Brother you can imag-
ine. Let Him help you live this life 
that you can’t live on your own.

Mary Kisor
member

First Baptist
London

Gayla Parker
member 

Lifeway Baptist
Little Rock

A fight you can’t win by yourself
ROMANS 7:14-8:2

BIBLE STUDIES FOR LIFE:

Depend on the Spirit 
JOHN 15:26-16:33

EXPLORE THE BIBLE:

Honor Jesus 
JOHN 17:1-26

EXPLORE THE BIBLE:

A life you can’t live on your own
ROMANS 8:8-17, 26-27

BIBLE STUDIES FOR LIFE:
JANUARY 12, 2014

JANUARY 5, 2014
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ChurCh ServiCeS DireCtory

Covington Commercial Furniture
72 Batesville Blvd.
Batesville, AR  72501
870-793-3885  870-793-8252 Fax
Email: Charles@BatesvilleFurniture.com
Auditorium seating, Education furniture, Office  
furniture, Factory design assistance 

Church Insurance
Michael B Russell, MA, MBA
Member, First Baptist Church, Springdale
Mike Russell & Associates
P.O. Box 709, Bentonville, AR 72712
877-715-5336, 479-657-6369 fax
www.protectmychurch.org   AR Ins. Lic. #185726
Non-profit - Church - Commercial - Employee Benefits

James Greene & Associates
800-422-3384
www.jamesgreeneins.com
James Greene & Associates represents Brotherhood Mutual 
Insurance, a national leader insuring churches in alliance 
with GuideStone. Call today or go online for property, 
liability, auto and worker’s comp quotes!

Kitchen Equipment
& Supplies
Aimco Equipment Co. 
10001 Colonel Glenn Rd.
Little Rock, AR 72204
501-228-0808

Lighting & Sound
American AVL
800-352-7222
Little Rock/Jackson/Ruston/New Orleans
Audio, Video, & Lighting Systems & Equipment
Ask about our free site needs AVL review

Playgrounds
Rusty Peoples - rusty@peopleslandscaping.com
479-769-0580, (toll-free) 866-388-1365 
Quality park-playground equip, surfacing & shades
Free design consultations
www.heartlandparks.com

Baptistries/Steeples
Construction Sales Co., Inc.
P.O. Box 1049
Magnolia, AR 71753-1049
800-526-9663  FAX: 870-234-6475
Also laminated wood arches, beams and decking 

Church Facility Planner
Sowell Architects
1315 North Street, Suite 100
Conway, AR  72034
501-450-9633 FAX: 501-450-7228
Email: rik@sowellarchitects.com
www.sowellarchitecs.com
Master planning, site analysis
and all architectural services

The BDA Design Group, Inc.
10 North State Line Avenue, Suite 201
Texarkana, AR  71854
1-800-469-1193 Fax: 870-773-0163
Email: gsdbda@cableone.net
www.bdadesign.com
Architectural, Planning, Consulting, 
Long-Range Planning, Master Plans, 
Site-Facilities Evaluations

Clements & Associates/Architecture
507 Main Street
North Little Rock, AR  72114
501-375-3380/501-375-8231 (fax)
www.clementsarchitects.com
Architectural design and Master Planning Services,
Historic Preservation Consultants

Church Furnishings
Covenant Church Furniture
SOLID WOOD CONSTRUCTION
Ozark, MO  – 800-248-8055
Email: sales@covenantchurchfurniture.com
www.covenantchurchfurniture.com
Pews, Chairs, Chancel Furniture, Upholstery, 
Baptisteries, Steeples, Cupolas, Crosses, Theater/
Auditorium Seating and Custom Wood Products

Advertise: 501-376-4791, ext. 5153

Across ArkAnsAs

On the move
Kyle McNutt is serving on the 

staff of First Baptist Church, West 
Fork, as minister of students. 

Obituaries
C. Fred Williams, 69, of Little 

Rock, died Nov. 23. An author, he 
was a history profes-
sor at the University 
of Arkansas at Little 
Rock and co-author 
of “A System & Plan: 
Arkansas Baptist State 
Convention 1848-
1998,” written for the 

convention’s 150th anniversary. He 
served as a deacon at Calvary Baptist 
Church in Little Rock and was the 

husband of Janet Williams, retired 
member of the Arkansas Baptist 
State Convention (ABSC) evan-

gelism and church 
growth team. He was 
preceded in death 
by his parents and 
his first wife, Glenda 
Belcher Williams. He 
is survived by his wife, 
two daughters, a son, 
five grandsons, two 

brothers and five sisters. Services 
were held Nov. 27 at Calvary Bap-
tist Church, followed by burial at 
Pinecrest Cemetery in Little Rock. 

NORTH LITTLE ROCK – 47th 
Street Baptist Church, North Little 
Rock, was recently vandalized.

On Oct. 29, between 4 and 5 
a.m., two individuals, possibly 
a man and a woman, broke into 
the church’s fenced-in yard and 
destroyed four of their six air con-
ditioner units, according to Wanda 
Moseley, church secretary and 
church member.

Moseley said the church gave 
videotape of the intruders to the 
police. The North Little Rock Po-
lice Department is investigating 
the crime.

Moseley said the police told her 
that while the vandals stole only 
the equivalent of $20 worth of cop-
per, they purposefully destroyed 
the air conditioners by cutting 
their lines.

47th Street Bapt. vandalized

Life Line events  - Life Line Baptist Church, Little Rock, recently held Thanksgiving, as well as 
Veteran’s Day, events. The church hosted a Thanksgiving luncheon (above) Nov. 26 for the families 
who participate in its food pantry program. Following a short service and a light lunch, food boxes 
were distributed to the participating families. The church also held a Veteran’s Day celebration Nov. 
10 with Congressman Tim Griffin and B.J. Wyrick, city director, as guest speakers. Music was provided 
by bagpiper and saxophonist Richard Manson.

200 attend Living Sent! event in Fayetteville
FAYETTEVILLE – About 200 
church leaders attended the Living 
Sent! event Nov. 15-16 at Univer-
sity Baptist Church in Fayetteville 
hosted by the Washington Madison 
Baptist Association.

The name of the event, which is 
based on John 20:21, also will serve 
as the theme of the association in 
2014, according to Ron Lomax, di-
rector of missions.

“This was an evangelism/mis-
sions event where we challenged 
our folks to engage their commu-
nity, state, nation and the world in 
missions,” said Lomax. “They were 
able to connect with missionaries, 

church planters and mission part-
ners.”

A host of speakers and missions 
leaders were fea-
tured at the confer-
ence, which began 
on Friday night 
and continued Sat-
urday morning.

Lomax said 
speakers and the 
seminars they 
led included Tim 
Beougher, profes-
sor of evangelism at Southern Bap-
tist Theological Seminary, “Initiat-
ing Spiritual Conversations”; 

Bob Burton, mobilizer with the 
North American Mission Board, 
“Send: North America”; Doug Hix-

son, church planter 
in Spearfish/St-
urgis, S.D., “Sent 
to Plant”; Roger 
Rucker of the In-
ternational Mis-
sion Board, “Influ-
encing Muslims for 
Christ”; Travis and 
Beth Burkhalter of 
the International 

Mission Board, “God at Work in the 
Amazon”; Tim Goller of the Inter-
national Mission Board, “Intention-

al Disciplemaking from the USA to 
Central Asia”; Steve Smith of Focus 
on Missions, Matamoros, Mexico, 
“You Want Me to Go Where? Mexi-
co!” and Larry Page of the Arkansas 
Faith and Ethics Council, “Defend-
ing the Faith and a Biblical World-
view.”

“We have mission teams forming 
to work with the church planter in 
South Dakota, planting a church 
in Sturgis, and with Steve Smith in 
Mexico,” said Lomax. “We’re rais-
ing $25,000 from our churches to 
build a new dining hall/kitchen at 
the children’s home in Matamoros 
next summer.”

share your church news with the 
Arkansas Baptist News!

email abn@arkansasbaptist.org
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C l a s s i f i e d s
PASTOR

Ridge View Baptist Church, Wynne, is seeking 
a full-time pastor. Send resume to Ridge View 
Baptist Church Pastor Search Committee, P.O. Box 
555, Wynne, AR 72396.

Star City Baptist Church is searching for a 
full-time pastor. Send Resume to First Baptist 
Church, P.O. Box 368, Star City, AR 71667.

Sylamore Baptist, Mountain View, is seeking a 
bi-vocational pastor. Email to kenw@mvtel.
net or mail resume to P.O. Box 1596, Mountain 
View, AR 72560.

First Baptist Church, Bismarck, is seeking a full-
time pastor. Send resume with CD or DVD if pos-
sible to email: fbc@1stbaptistbismarck.com, First 
Baptist Church, P.O. Box 147, Bismarck, AR 71929, 
Attn: Pastor search committee.

Mountain Home Baptist Church is seeking a 
full-time senior pastor. Send resume to 1960 
Glenbriar Drive, Mountain Home, AR 72653, Attn: 
Pastor Search Committee or mhbaptistchurch@
suddenlinkmail.com.  

First Baptist Church of Manila is seeking a full-
time pastor. We are a two-service, mission-
minded church. Please send resumes to caleb-

finley@hotmail.com or they may also be sent to 
Manila First Baptist Church Pastor Search Commit-
tee, P.O. Box 1304, Manila, AR 72442.

FBC, Mount Ida, is accepting resumes for a 
full-time pastor. Email to fbcmtida@gmail.
com or mail to Pastor Search Committee, P.O. Box 
87, Mount Ida, AR 71957.

Osceola First Baptist Church is seeking a full-
time pastor. Send resumes to Pastor Search 
Committee, 2900 W. Keiser Ave., Osceola, AR 
72370 or email to fbcosc@rittermail.com.

Pleasant Grove Baptist Church of Rogers is 
seeking a bi-vocational pastor. Please send 
resume to PGBC, Attn: Pastoral Search Committee, 
P.O. Box 517, Lowell, AR 72745 or email to pgb-
churchrogers@yahoo.com.

Leachville Second Baptist is seeking bi-voca-
tional pastor. Please send resume to Leachville 
Second Baptist Church Pastor Search Committee, 
P.O. Box 565, Leachville, AR 72438.

OTHER STAFF POSITIONS

Full-time position: Associational mission-
ary wanted for North Arkansas Baptist Association 
located in north central Arkansas, covering four 

counties and consisting of 59 churches.  Resumes 
accepted until the end of February 2014. Send 
resume to NABA, Attn: Search Committee, 319 
N. Chestnut St., Harrison, AR 72601 or email to 
dalewg@windstream.net. Phone: 870-741-3806. 
See website: www.nabaptist.org for additional 
information.

First Baptist Church, Searcy, is looking for a 
part-time music associate (or assistant, 
depending on experience) to work with 
praise team vocalists and instrumentalists. Please 
send resume to Linda Stake at 105 S. Spring St., 
Searcy, AR 72143 or linda@fbcsearcy.org.

Imboden First Baptist Church is seeking a part-
time youth minister. Resumes can be sent to 
Youth Minister Search Committee, First Baptist 
Church, P.O. Box 188, Imboden, AR 72434 or by 
email to pastor@imbodenfbc.com.

First Baptist Church of DeWitt is prayerfully
seeking a bi-vocational youth minister. Re-
sumes can be sent to 321 W. 1st St., DeWitt, AR 
72042 or emailed to brojimmyalbrecht@yahoo.
com.

Formosa Baptist in Clinton is prayerfully search-
ing for a part-time worship leader who can 
lead a blended service. Please send resumes or 

questions to billytreece@hotmail.com or Formosa 
Baptist Church, P.O. Box 1530, Clinton, AR 72031.

MISCELLANEOUS

Travel: Hundreds of Bible land departures 
catering to the Southern Baptist - Israel, Greece, 
Turkey, Italy, Germany, Switzerland, Britain, Jordan, 
Egypt, etc. www.pilgrimtours.com; 800-322-
0788.

Book – “LEVEL FIELDS OF PLAY: Bobby 
Show’s life and ministry through sports,” 
is available in print and digital through Amazon.
com. Portion of sales benefits Sports Crusaders. 
For more information, visit www.levelfieldsofplay.
com. 

Living Christmas Tree: capacity - 46 peo-
ple, height - 24 feet, depth - 9 feet, width - 24 feet, 
greenery included, $11,200, Eagle Heights Baptist, 
Harrison, 870-741-5148.

ACROSS ARKANSAS

Advertise in the 
Arkansas Baptist News!

Email Nelle O’Bryan 
at nelle@arkansasbaptist.org 

Happy Birthday!
to all the missionary kids attending college who are

 celebrating birthdays in the month of January.

◆ Jan. 7: Coleson Lechner, OBU Box 4304, Arkadelphia, AR 71998-0001; 
 Mozambique. 
◆ Jan. 20: Megan Hart, OBU Box 3599, Arkadelphia, AR 71998-0001; 
 Russia. 
◆ Jan. 25: Angella Valencia, OBU Box 4080, Arkadelphia, AR 71998-0001; 
 Chile. 

Liberty celebrates 130th, 
dedicates new building
DUTCH MILLS – Liberty Baptist 
Church in Dutch Mills, near Lin-
coln, recently celebrated its 130th 
anniversary. They dedicated a new 
building, which includes a sanctu-
ary and additional Sunday school 
space, and held a revival featuring 
several former pastors and others. 

“We at Liberty Baptist know 
that God has truly blessed us in 
many ways over the years,” said 
Pastor Jason Taylor. “We would 
like to share these blessings with 
others at this time. Most of all, we 
want to see souls saved and lives 
changed through our Lord and 

Savior Jesus Christ!”
The celebration went well, Tay-

lor said, and they have even added 
several new members since then. 

He shared that his hope for the 
church is “to just keep reaching 
the community around us.”

And they are in the process of 
doing that now. Their Awana pro-
gram draws in children from the 
community, and the church reach-
es out to meet needs they notice 
around them.

“Our main focus is to wit-
ness and share Christ with those 
around us,” Taylor said.

Walnut Street Baptist Church marks 100 years
JONESBORO – The year was 1913 
and Jonesboro boasted a popula-
tion of nearly 8,000, drawing people 
from out of state to purchase farm-
land for $40 an acre. The three rail-
ways that led to Jonesboro allowed 
for easy commerce.

That  was 
the setting into 
which Walnut 
Street Baptist 
Church, Jones-
boro, was born. 
The church cel-
ebrated its 100th 
anniversary Dec. 
1 and continues 
to have a strong 
presence in 
northeast Arkan-
sas, according to 
church leaders.

Though there were no paved 
streets in Jonesboro and the subur-
ban areas were sparsely settled in 
1913, several men desired to estab-
lish places of worship in the subur-
ban areas.

Current Pastor Glen Putman 
said that the church began out of 
a revival and was a mission of First 
Baptist Church, Jonesboro. Origi-

nally called West Jonesboro Baptist 
Church, its name was later changed 
to Walnut Street Baptist Church – 
because of its location on Walnut 
Street in the city.

The church’s first building cam-
paign was launched in 1916, with 

$17.86 raised 
the first month. 
Their first build-
ing was complet-
ed in 1924, but 
burned in 1945. 
The church re-
built, but burned 
a second time in 
1980. Following 
the 1980 fire, the 
church moved 
from Walnut 
Street to its cur-
rent location at 

1910 Scenic Road, but kept its origi-
nal name.

As the church marked its centen-
nial anniversary earlier this month, 
it also celebrated its continuing ef-
forts to reach out beyond its four 
walls. In recent years, Walnut Street 
built a church in Lima, Peru. Ad-
ditionally, based on 2012 reported 
contributions, the church is ranked 

second in Cooperative Program (CP) 
percentage giving among Arkansas 
Baptist State Convention (ABSC) 
churches with their average Sunday 
school attendance. What’s more, 
Walnut Street ranks 14th in overall 
CP giving in the ABSC.

“Our purpose is to love God in 
our worship, witness and walk,” said 
Putman, quoting the church’s mis-
sion statement. 

He also quoted their slogan: “Ex-
perience LIFE at Walnut Street.” He 

said the letters in the word “life” are 
an acrostic, which stand for “loving 
God and people,” “impacting our 
world with the gospel,” “focusing on 
our families” and “exalting God in 
worship and ministry.”

“Our vision is that every believer 
would be a Spirit-filled believer for 
the edification of the church and 
for the evangelization of the world,” 
Putman said. “We’re not trying to be 
‘holier than thou.’ We’re trying to be 
holier than we are.”

Walnut Street Baptist Church at its current location 
at 1910 Scenic Road in Jonesboro.
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Arkansas Baptist News
P.O. Box 552 

Little Rock, AR  72203

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

The Arkansas Baptist News offers subscription plans at 
three rates for the printed edition and three rates for the 
ABN Now, the digital edition:

■ The Every Resident Family Plan offers churches a 
premium rate when they send the ABN to all their resi-
dent households. Resident families are calculated to be at 
least one-fourth of the church’s Sunday school enrollment. 
Churches who send only to members who request a sub-
scription do not qualify for this lower rate of $7.75 per year 
(print) and $4 (digital) for each subscription.

■  The Group Plan allows church members to receive a 
discount when 10 or more individuals send their subscrip-
tions together through their local church. Subscribers pay 

$8.75 per year (print) and $5 (digital). 
■  Individual subscriptions may be purchased at the rate 

of $11 per year (print) and $6 (digital).
Changes of address by individuals may be made with the 

address label above.
When inquiring about a subscription by mail, please 

include the address label. Individuals also may call the ABN 
at 501-376-4791, ext. 5153, or toll-free in state at 800-838-
2272. Be prepared to provide code line information printed 
on the mailing label.

Individual subscriptions for both editions may be pur-
chased at www.arkansasbaptist.org. Please call the ABN of-
fice to discuss church plans. 

Subscriber services

1 gift ... 25 times
Give the 
Arkansas 

Baptist 
News for 

Christmas

It's the gift 
that keeps on 

giving!

 Call 800-838-2272, ext. 5153, or go to 
www.arkansasbaptist.org/subscribe

$6 for digital

$11 for print
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