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BSA resolution 

Karen Dicus (bottom right) of Second Baptist Church, Clarksville, and her daughter stand in front of the George R. Brown 
Convention Center in Houston. Fred Luter (inset) was elected to a second one-year term as president of the SBC.

Central Baptist team sees 42 saved

See HAITI page  12

See ETHICS page 11

‘She was set free’

Jessica Vanderpool
Arkansas Baptist News

DUFORT, HAITI – She was a 24-year-old 
Haitian woman, bitter from years of abuse by 
a Voodoo bishop – until April, when a team 
from Central Baptist Church, Jonesboro, 
brought the news of Jesus. 

Now she is free.
“Central Baptist Church of Jonesboro is one 

of several Arkansas Baptist churches that have 
adopted a geographic area in Haiti,” said Bob 
Fielding, Arkansas Baptist State Convention 
missions ministries team member and Haiti 
project coordinator.

Every few months, Central Baptist sends 
teams to the place they adopted – Dufort.

The April team focused on evangelism and 
follow up. During their trip, they saw 42 peo-

ple accept Christ, including the abused woman, 
two Voodoo priests and two of the team’s trans-
lators.

Larry Bailey, missions pastor at Central Bap-
tist Church, Jonesboro, shared the team’s experi-
ence. As a few team members were attempting to 
follow up with new believers from their previous 
trip, they ran across a man who was interested 
in hearing the gospel – but in private. So a team 
member and translator followed him back to his 
house to talk.

An hour and a half later, Bailey received a call. 
Twenty-plus people, including a Voodoo priest 
had accepted Christ. One of these new believers 
was the woman who had been abused.

When Bailey arrived at the scene, the abused 
woman came out to greet him, and he could tell 

More SBC coverage on 
pages 2-3, 6-7, 11 &15

Caleb Yarbrough
Arkansas Baptist News

CAMDEN – The Church, more 
so than any other institution, must 
constantly address issues of ethics 
and morality. Within the Southern 
Baptist Convention (SBC), perhaps 
no one understands this better than 
Arkansas pastor Richard Piles.

Piles, pastor of First Baptist 
Church, Camden, became chairman 
of the Ethics and Religious Liberty 
Commission (ERLC) in May 2012 
after serving on the organization’s 
board of trustees for four years in 
various capacities. 

Piles said he never set out to be-
come directly involved with the 
ERLC, but that when he was asked 
to serve, he was honored to 
accept the position. Piles 
was a member of the organi-
zation’s administration and 
finance committee before 
becoming vice chairman 
and later chairman of the 
board of trustees.

“I was not seeking it out. 
… However, I knew that if 
I, as a younger pastor, was 
asked, I was going to get involved 
in our national convention because 
I felt that it was important for the 

next generation of leaders to come 
along,” said Piles.

The ERLC is an agency of the 
SBC dedicated to addressing 
ethical issues from a biblical 
perspective and promoting 
religious liberty. According 
to www.erlc.com, the organi-
zation attempts “to assist the 
churches by helping them un-
derstand the moral demands 
of the gospel.”

“Essentially, the ERLC 
exists for two purposes,” said 

Piles, “to speak to Southern Bap-
tists about cultural issues and equip 
them to handle and address those 

issues within a local church and to 
speak for Southern Baptists in the 
marketplace and in Washington 
D.C.”

While he was somewhat familiar 
with the ERLC before becoming a 
trustee for the organization, Piles 
said until joining the board, he was 
not fully aware of the vast resources 
the ERLC has to offer pastors and 
churches.

“I did not know all that the 
ERLC did until I became involved 
as a trustee. We have a ton of re-
sources that are available to local 

Piles

HOUSTON – Messengers to the Southern Baptist 
Convention (SBC) Annual Meeting June 11-12 re-elect-
ed Fred Luter Jr., the body’s first African-American 
president, to another one-year term and heard him de-
liver a rousing challenge to Southern 
Baptists to unite and pray for revival.

The call for cooperation and re-
vival was delivered by other leaders, 
including SBC Executive Committee 
President Frank Page, and from mem-
bers of a Calvinism advisory commit-
tee who spoke in the exhibit hall the 
day prior to the convention. 

“Could it be,” Luter asked during 
a special June 11 evening service fo-
cused on revival, “that the reason that lost friend, that 
lost relative, that lost co-worker, that lost neighbor, that 
lost classmate, have not yet turned from darkness to 
light is because they don’t see us as the Body of Christ 
getting along? Friend, how is it that we say we love 
God, whom we’ve never seen, yet don’t speak to our 
brother and sister that we see every day?”

12 resolutions passed
Messengers passed 12 resolutions that covered a 

variety of issues, including one that expressed “our 
continued opposition to and disappointment in” the 
decision of the Boy Scouts of America (BSA) to allow 
homosexual members. The resolution affirmed the 
right of churches to determine their affiliation with the 
Scouts (see related story on resolutions, Page 6).

Another resolution that garnered significant atten-

Luter
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Meeting attendance drops 35% from 2012
HOUSTON – Fewer Arkansas 
Baptist messengers made the trip 
to the 2013 Southern Baptist Con-
vention (SBC) Annual Meeting in 
Houston than the previous year in 
New Orleans – as was the case with 
all Southern Baptists – resulting in 
an overall 35 percent drop in atten-
dance.

Challenging economic times were 
expected to impact attendance, but 
convention leaders were not antici-
pating such a large percentage drop 
from last year’s meeting.

The annual meeting June 11-12 
drew only 5,103 messengers to 
Houston from the nation’s 45,000 
Southern Baptist churches, accord-

ing to SBC Registration Secretary 
Jim Wells. Arkansas Baptist mes-
sengers in Houston numbered 186, 
compared to 248 making the trip to 
New Orleans in 2012.

“Church budgets are tight,” Wells 
said. “People evaluate everything 
that’s going to go on at the conven-
tion and make their decisions. Some 
have said there’s just disinterest, but 
I really attribute it to the economy.”

Factors contributing to low atten-
dance included uncontested elec-
tions and few controversial issues, 
said Wells. 

On June 11, messengers re-elect-
ed Fred Luter Jr., pastor of Franklin 
Avenue Baptist Church in New Or-

leans, to a second term as president 
of the SBC without opposition. The 
most debated item of the annual 
meeting – a resolution regarding 
the Boy Scouts of America and their 
new policy to allow homosexual 
members – was overwhelmingly ad-
opted.

In contrast, the last time South-
ern Baptists were in Houston for 
the 1993 annual meeting 17,768 
messengers attended. Attendance 
for the 2012 annual meeting in New 
Orleans was 7,868. 

Wells said the lower turnout was 
short of his preconvention guess of 
about 7,000 attendees. This year’s 
5,103 was just 151 more than the 

2011 annual meeting in Phoenix, 
when 4,852 messengers gathered for 
the lowest-attended annual meeting 
in six decades.

As expected, Texas churches 
turned out in force for the meeting 
in their backyard with 1,026 messen-
gers representing the largest number 
from any state.

Next year, with the convention 
headed northeast to Baltimore, 
Wells said he is reluctant to provide 
an estimate of 2014’s attendance.

“It’s going to be a presidential 
year,” he said, “but we don’t have a 
lot of churches (in the region).”

Compiled from Baptist Press and Ar-
kansas Baptist News reports.

186 Ark. Baptists attend SBC in Houston

continued from page one
SBC

tion addressed mental health, call-
ing on Southern Baptists to fight 
the “stigmatization and prejudice” 
of those with mental health con-
cerns and to “love and minister to” 
them. It passed in light of the sui-
cidal death of Rick Warren’s young-
est son and the publication of a new 
book by Page about the suicide of 
his daughter Melissa.

Luter was elected unopposed, 
getting a standing ovation from the 
messengers when Registration Sec-
retary Jim Wells cast the ceremonial 
ballot for the convention. 

Revival meeting
The overwhelming majority of 

the 5,100 registered messengers 
came to a special revival-focused 
Tuesday night service – the annual 
meeting hadn’t had night sessions 
the previous two years – where 
Charles Billingsley of Thomas Road 
Baptist Church in Lynchburg, Va., 
led congregational worship in music 
for more than 45 minutes, likely a 
record in recent SBC history. Luter 
delivered his presidential sermon. 

For revival to fall on the SBC, 
Luter said in his message from John 
13:34-35, Southern Baptists must 
have a love for the Scripture, the Sav-
ior and the saints (fellow Christians). 
Luter gave the most attention to the 
final point – the need for Southern 
Baptists to love one another.

The roadblock to a revival, Luter 
said, may be that the lost world does 
not see Christians loving one anoth-
er with unconditional love. 

Southern Baptists “will never see 
revival in the world until we first see 
revival in the church,” Luter said. It 
must begin with pastors and leaders, 
he added. 

“The question of the hour, my 
brothers and my sisters, (is), Do we 
really love the saints of God?” Luter 
said. 

“Do you love the saints of God 
enough to work together to impact 
lostness in America? Jesus says we 

should love each other like He loved 
us, and He loved us so much that He 
died for us?” Luter said.

On Tuesday night and Wednes-
day afternoon – before the meeting 
was gaveled to a close – Luter led 
messengers in saying in unison mul-
tiple times, “Lord, send a revival, 
and let it begin with me.”

Calvinism discussion
During his report, Page men-

tioned one barrier to unity – the 
debate over Calvinism – that led 
him to form a 19-member advisory 
committee. It issued its report in late 
May (see related Viewpoint, Page 4).

“I am not naive,” Page said of the 
differences over Calvinism. “I know 
there will continue to be problems 
and difficulties, but I am convinced 
that if we will talk to each other to-
gether, we will see a unity that will 
allow us to win more men, women, 
boys and girls to Christ than ever 
before.”

The Great Commission, and not 
Calvinism, should be the focus, Page 
said.

The report by the Calvinism team 
– not an official convention com-
mittee – urged Southern Baptists to 
“grant one another liberty” on the 
issue and “stand together” for the 
Great Commission. 

“We affirm that, from the very be-
ginning of our denominational life, 
Calvinists and non-Calvinists have 
cooperated together,” the report 
said. “We affirm that these differ-
ences should not threaten our eager 
cooperation in Great Commission 
ministries.”

Boy Scouts
The Boy Scouts resolution – 

overwhelmingly approved – said the 
Scouts’ decision to allow gay-identi-
fying youth is “viewed by many ho-
mosexual activists as merely the first 
step in a process that will fundamen-
tally change the BSA,” putting “the 
Scouts at odds with a consistent bib-
lical worldview on matters of human 
sexuality.” It further said the deci-
sion “has the potential to complicate 
basic understandings of male friend-
ships, needlessly politicize human 

sexuality, and heighten sexual ten-
sions within the Boy Scouts.”

Churches that choose to sever 
ties with the Boy Scouts should not 
abandon their ministry to boys, the 
resolution stated, but should con-
sider expanding their Royal Ambas-
sadors ministry (www.wmu.com/
ra), “a distinctively Southern Baptist 
missions organization to develop 
godly young men.” 

It urged churches and families 
that remain in the Boy Scouts “to 
seek to impact as many boys as pos-
sible with the life-changing gospel 
of Jesus Christ, to work toward the 
reversal of this new membership 
policy, and to advocate against any 
future change in leadership and 
membership policy that normalizes 
sexual conduct opposed to the bibli-
cal standard.”

Mental health
The resolution on mental health 

was overwhelmingly approved. Men-
tal health issues were identified as 
autism disorders, intellectual disabil-
ity, mental health conditions like 
schizophrenia, clinical depression, 
anxiety disorders, bipolar disorders 
and diseases of the aged, including 
dementia and Alzheimer’s. The 
resolution expressed support for 
“the wise use of medical interven-

tions” and supported research and 
treatment “when undertaken in a 
manner consistent with a biblical 
worldview.” 

“We call on all Southern Baptists 
and our churches to look for and 
create opportunities to love and 
minister to, and develop methods 
and resources to care for, those who 
struggle with mental health con-
cerns and their families,” the resolu-
tion said.

The subject of mental health was 
further spotlighted when Arkansas 
Pastor Ronnie Floyd made a motion 
that called on SBC entities to work 
cooperatively to create and identify 
resources available to individuals 
and churches that minister to those 
who suffer from mental health chal-
lenges. The motion was referred to 
the Executive Committee and other 
entities.

During the LifeWay presentation, 
entity President Thom Rainer en-
couraged messengers to read Page’s 
new book, about his daughter, titled 
“Melissa,” which he called “one of 
the most powerful books I’ve ever 
read.” 

“Many of us in vocational minis-
try want to act like our homes have 
no problems; Frank Page takes down 

Russell Moore, newly elected president of the SBC Ethics & Religious Liberty Commission, and Steve 
Lemke, SBC Resolutions Committee chairman, answer questions during the Resolutions Committee 
press conference June 12. Photo by Caleb Yarbrough

See SBC page 3
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Soon Shil Beck (far left), executive director of Korean Woman’s Missionary Union (WMU), gives a 
birthday greeting and presents Wanda Lee, executive director and treasurer for national WMU, with 
a check and plaque during the WMU Missions Celebration and Annual Meeting June 9 at the Hilton 
Americas Hotel in Houston. WMU is celebrating 125 years of missions. Photo by Thomas Graham

WMU addresses human exploitation, porn
Julie Walters
WMU

HOUSTON – For 125 years, Wom-
an’s Missionary Union (WMU) 
has focused on a singular purpose 
of engaging churches in missions, 
Wanda S. Lee, executive director of 
national WMU, told messengers to 
the Southern Baptist Convention 
Annual Meeting in Houston.

“Throughout our history, ad-
dressing critical needs facing each 
generation has also been a part of 
our work,” Lee said. “From hun-
ger to AIDS to violence and more, 
WMU has tried to raise the level of 
awareness of each issue within the 
Church while offering suggestions 
for how Christians should respond.”

Over the past three years, WMU 
has focused attention and provided 
resources to help churches address 
various aspects of human exploita-
tion, such as bullying, human traf-
ficking and exploiting the environ-
ment. 

This year, Lee said WMU is focus-
ing on “one of the most significant 
issues related to human exploitation 
that is affecting our families and 
churches, ... the issue of pornogra-
phy.”

Debby Akerman, president of 
national WMU and a member of 
Ocean View Baptist Church in Myr-
tle Beach, S.C., shared the following 
statistics:

– Every second, more than $3,000 
is being spent on pornography.

– Every 39 minutes, a new porno-
graphic video is made in the United 
States.

– There are at least 100,000 web-
sites that offer illegal child pornog-
raphy.

– The average age of a child’s first 
exposure to Internet pornography is 
11 years old.

– More than 11 million teenagers 
engage in Internet pornography on 
a regular basis.

– Of divorces, 56 percent involved 
one party having an obsessive inter-
est in pornographic websites.

War against porn
In partnership with the Ethics & 

Religious Liberty Commission and 
Jay Dennis, pastor of First Baptist 
Church at the Mall in Lakeland, 
Fla., WMU launched the Join One 
Million Men in the War Against 
Pornography campaign in Houston. 

“Through this campaign, we are 
calling out 1 million men to live free 
of pornography and challenging 1 
million women to commit to pray 
for their spouses, sons and friends as 
we work together to combat this evil 
that is destroying our families and 
invading our churches,” Lee said. 

As a church-based initiative, the 
campaign includes several resources 
produced by New Hope Publishers, 
a division of WMU.  Also available 
are a website, www.Join1Million-
Men.org; a Facebook page, www.
facebook.com/JoinOneMillion-
Men; and a free application with ac-
cess to a daily Scripture and other 
resources to assist individual believ-
ers in the daily war against pornog-
raphy. 

“You may be thinking, ‘Why 

is WMU tackling such a difficult 
issue?’” Lee said. “And my response 
would be, ‘If not WMU, then who?’ 
Paul challenges us in Ephesians 4:1 
to ‘walk worthy of the calling with 
which you were called.’ 

“Who will join us in the cam-
paign to bring all men and women, 
boys and girls into an awareness of 
the seriousness of this issue and the 
knowledge of God’s love for all of 
us as He desires a pure and worthy 
life lived in devotion to Him?” Lee 
asked. 

“As we begin this yearlong cele-
bration of 125 years of missions in-
volvement through WMU, let’s join 
together and make a difference for 
Christ,” she said.

Lee also announced that those 
present at the WMU Missions Cel-
ebration and Annual Meeting June 
9-10 in Houston elected Akerman 
to a fourth term as president and 
Rosalie Hunt of Guntersville, Ala., 
to a fifth term as recording secretary 
of national WMU.

Julie Walters is the corporate commu-
nications team leader for WMU.

the façade and lets us see a real fam-
ily with real struggles,” Rainer said.

Messengers also passed a resolu-
tion calling on churches to protect 
children from sexual abuse and to 
pray for abuse victims.

Other matters
– Crossover, the evangelical out-

reach held in the annual meeting’s 
host city, resulted in 582 reported 
professions of faith in Christ. The 
outreach is held on the weekend 
prior to the convention.

– International Mission Board 
(IMB) President Tom Elliff deliv-
ered the entity’s report, telling mes-
sengers they are living in a “time of 
the greatest lostness in the history 

of the world.”
Southern Baptists are making 

progress in penetrating that lostness, 
but far more needs to be done, Elliff 
said. 

In 2012, he said, there were 
337,385 professions of faith in 
Christ and 24,073 new church 
plants in other countries through 
the work of IMB missionaries. But 
more than half the world has yet to 
hear the gospel.

The world has 3,041 unengaged, 
unreached people groups (UUPG), 
and a total of 1,837 SBC churches 
and entities are committed to reach 
an UUPG through the Embrace 
initiative. In 2012 alone, 133 peo-
ple groups were newly engaged by 
Southern Baptists.

The IMB could do so much more 
if it had the funding, Elliff said. The 
IMB’s 2013 budget is $323 million, 

but the IMB received far less than 
that in 2012 – $96 million through 
the Cooperative Program and $149 
million through the Lottie Moon 
Christmas Offering. 

– North American Mission 
Board President Kevin Ezell deliv-
ered the entity’s report, saying that 
1,084 new churches were planted in 
North America last year. The goal, 
Ezell said, is to plant churches in 
cities and in areas where Southern 
Baptists have less of a presence. He 
cited statistics: Mississippi has one 
SBC church for every 1,385 people, 
Texas has one for every 3,351, New 
Jersey has one for every 78,000 and 
Canada has one for every 115,000. 
Missiologists, he said, say one evan-
gelical church is needed for every 
1,000–2,000 people. 

Compiled from Baptist Press and Ar-
kansas Baptist News reports.

GuideStone advocates
Church Health Plan Act 
DALLAS – GuideStone Finan-
cial Resources is encouraging 
pastors and other concerned 
individuals to contact their 
senators and urge them to join 
as co-sponsors of the Church 
Health Plan Act of 2013 and 
work together for the sake of 
pastors and others in ministry. 
“For many months, GuideStone 
has been advocating on multiple 
avenues related to health care 
reform, and we continue to do 
so,” said O.S. Hawkins, Guide-
Stone president. “Now, Congress 
stands poised to provide fair 
treatment for church health care 
plans. For more information, 
visit www.FairnessForPastors.org. 

U.S. House approves 
20-week abortion bill 
WASHINGTON (BP) – The 
U.S. House of Representatives 
has approved landmark legisla-
tion that would prohibit abor-
tions during the last half of 
pregnancy. In a roll call June 18, 
the House voted 228-196 for the 
Pain-capable Unborn Child Pro-
tection Act (H.R. 1797), which 
would ban abortions nationwide 
on babies 20 weeks or more after 
fertilization. The ban is set at the 
developmental stage based on 
scientific evidence that a child 
in the womb experiences pain. 
The House’s support of the bill, 
however, is unlikely to translate 
into approval by the Senate or en-
dorsement by President Barack 
Obama. The measure will face 
stronger opposition from sena-
tors, and Majority Leader Harry 
Reid may not bring it to the floor 
for a vote. The White House has 
threatened a veto if the bill were 
to reach Obama’s desk.

Charitable giving down
for small nonprofits
WINCHESTER, Va. – While 
charitable giving to large non-
profits and churches increased a 
modest 2.4 percent in 2012, as 
compared with a 1.4 percent de-
crease for 2011, giving to small 
organizations continued to 
decline for the second consecu-
tive year, a faith-based financial 
accountability organization 
announced. The Evangelical 
Council for Financial Account-
ability (ECFA) said cash gifts to 
ECFA members with fiscal years 
ending Dec. 31 were $5.3 billion 
last year, compared with $5.1 bil-
lion for the previous year.
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mobilize messengers. This year we 
had the vote on Boy Scouts (see car-
toon at right), but the theological 
battles are over and – for the most 
part – it seems Southern Baptists are 
comfortable in saying they agree to 

disagree on Calvin-
ism (see commen-
tary below).

Perhaps the big-
gest question to be 
answered is this: 
Are large conven-
tion annual meet-
ings a thing of the 
past?

I pray not, though I believe it may 
be time to evaluate their structure 
and frequency.

During the 20-some years I have 
been attending annual meetings as 
a denominational worker, I have 
learned things about Southern Bap-
tists that, previously, as a member 
of a local church I never could have 
known.

There’s something special about 
coming together and hearing about 
all God is doing through the work of 

W ho could have guessed that as 
few as 5,000 Baptists would 

have gathered for the annual South-
ern Baptist Convention meeting in 
Houston? After all, isn’t Houston 
still considered one of the old Bap-
tist bastions of the 
South? Well, if 
attendance is any 
indication, South-
ern Baptists don’t 
think so anymore.

I know there are 
lots of factors that 
come into play re-
garding attendance 
to the convention’s annual meeting.

Pastors and church leaders once 
considered a trip to the SBC An-
nual Meeting as a vacation of sorts 
– a time to get away and connect 
with other Southern Baptists from 
around the country.

Today, with ever-tightening church 
budgets, every dollar is evaluated for 
overall importance to the bottom 
line: the mission of the church.

Also coming into play are things 
like big controversies that tend to 

Does the SBC Annual Meeting have a future?

PRESSING 
ON 

Tim Yarbrough

Cartoon by Gary Thomas   
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the largest Protestant denomination 
ever to grace the earth.

I pray my children and their 
children will continue to have an 
opportunity to attend these sort of 
Baptist meetings in the future – no 

matter what they might look like 
or the frequency of the gatherings. 
They are just so ... Baptist!

Tim Yarbrough is editor of the Ar-
kansas Baptist News. Email him at 
tim@arkansasbaptist.org.

The Calvinism Report and Southern Baptists
A t the 2012 Southern Baptist 

Convention Annual Meet-
ing, Frank Page committed the 
Executive Committee to assem-
bling a committee that would 
examine the rising debate within 
Southern Baptist life over Calvin-
ism. Page expressed concerns that 
our cooperation in evangelism 
and missions was faltering be-
cause of this discussion.

The end result of this Calvin-
ism Advisory Committee was pre-
sented to messengers at the annu-
al meeting this year. It is available 
through the SBCLife.org website, 
as is the list of committee mem-
bers. I would recommend you 
read both the statement and the 
endorsing comments from each 
of the committee members. I 
will not attempt to summarize 
the multipage “Truth, Trust, and 
Testimony in a Time of Tension” 
statement (T5 Statement) here, 
so you should plan to read it.

My first response to this docu-
ment was one of disappointment. 

VIEWPOINT

Doug Hibbard
 First Baptist Church

Almyra

Not because I do not want to coop-
erate with my fellow Southern Bap-
tists and not because I do not find 
the section on “Truth” inappropri-
ate. Rather, I was disappointed be-
cause, though I have participated in 
the Southern Baptist conversation 
on Calvinism since the mid-1990s, 
I have yet to 
see a clear defi-
nition of what 
it means to be 
“Calvinist” in 
the Southern 
Baptist Con-
vention. Many 
of our church 
conflicts on these issues stem from 
that lack of definition.

I had high hopes that the T5 
Statement would help clear that 
up, but it does not. Instead, we are 
offered a statement that uses the 
terms “Calvinist,” “Not-Calvinist,” 
“Hyper-Calvinist” and “Arminian” 
without defining any of these. A 
casual read of this statement will 
leave some of you looking for a dic-

tionary and others deciding to go 
fishing.

I want to challenge you read the 
T5 Statement again. I had to read it 
a few times before I could find what 
to say about it, so put aside the Ra-
zorback report and take the time.

The T5 Statement does not 
minimize the differ-
ences in viewpoints 
among Baptists; 
nor does it attempt 
to tell who is right 
and who is wrong. 
In fact, it is clearly 
stated that both 
the “Calvinist” and 

“Not-Calvinist” parts of the debate 
have existed since the Southern 
Baptist Convention began in 1845. 
Both stand on a belief in the inspi-
ration of the Bible, without error.

Instead of telling us whether 
“Calvinist” or “Not-Calvinist” is 
right, the T5 Statement focuses on 
something more important than 
the labels. The focus is on what 
type of people we ought to be as 

Southern Baptists. The focus is 
on how we cooperate to spread 
the gospel to all the world, even 
though we disagree about various 
theological points.

This is the value in the T5 
Statement. We are not going to 
resolve all of the tension in the 
convention, and splitting our 
witness is unnecessary if we will 
heed the call of the committee 
to be honest and graceful in our 
theological discussions; to recog-
nize that we agree on more than 
we disagree, and to allow the 
Baptist Faith and Message to be 
the adequate doctrinal statement 
to unite us. Above all, we want to 
be the kind of people who come 
together to obey the Great Com-
mission. Because no matter your 
personal views on how salvation 
works, we have long declared that 
there is only one name under 
heaven whereby we must be 
saved, the name of Jesus Christ 
(Acts 4:12).

See REPORT page 5
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Today I am preparing to leave on a mission trip with 
a team of junior high students from our church. It 

is only two days away. As the excitement and nervous-
ness builds, I am reminded of why it is so important for 
Christians to make a commitment to participate in mis-
sions by actually going on mission trips. 

First, I am reminded that this is my mission as a fol-
lower of Christ. The Great Commission is my Com-
mission. And it is yours. To be a Christian is to be a 
missionary. The church must redefine 
the meaning of “Christian” to its 
actual, biblical definition. Jesus came 
“to seek and to save the lost” (Luke 
19:10, NASB). You cannot be a “little 
Christ,” as believers were first named 
in Antioch, without going into the 
lost world with the gospel.  

Second, it has given focus to my 
quiet time. A strong quiet time is the 
essence of the Christian life. Your quiet time is never 
stronger than in preparation for your trip. 

Third, it is the clearest example of what “walking 
with Jesus” truly means. For a week or so, I will be 
prayed up, focused and intentionally donning the 
armor of God on a daily basis. Each morning I will 
start with a prayer for God’s guidance and then walk 
throughout the day listening for His direction toward 
someone who needs the love of Jesus. I will rehearse 
for a week what my daily walk should be. I will be more 
focused and attuned to God’s presence after this experi-
ence. 

Fourth, I am excited about what God is going to do 
next week. I am anticipating God’s hand at work in 
my life and in the lives of my team members. I cannot 
wait to see how many people come to know Christ next 
week. Isn’t that what it means to “walk by faith”? A 
Christian should live daily with the expectation of God 
at work. 

Fifth, I am looking forward to building deeper rela-
tionships with my team. There is no better relational 

connection than the bonds people 
develop while engaging in gospel 
ministry together. We will come back 
a family. 

Finally, I will return next week with 
the assurance that there will be more 
people in heaven and less people in 
hell. Isn’t that the bottom line for all 
of us? If it is not your bottom line, 
then it should be. 

Despite how many daily struggles I have or how bor-
ing the routine of life gets, I will be participating in 
the eternal life-change of someone who will have a new 
future in heaven. 

Every Christian should join a mission trip. Every 
pastor should present consistent opportunities in the 
church so Christians are confronted with the challenge 
to go. I want to encourage you to commit to a mission 
trip of some sort this year. Do it today! I am so excited I 
am going! I promise you will be too.  

Greg Addison is president of the Arkansas Baptist State 
Convention and pastor of First Baptist Church, Cabot.

My Great Commission

Gore

Baptists Ask
Should pastors take a 
vacation like other 
people in our churches?

PRESIDENT’S
PERSPECTIVE

Greg Addison

Preserving our legacy – Which one?

Every person, regardless of 
who they are, needs time 

off work. Without at least a day 
off per week, and some time off 
during the year, ministers will 
become stressed and may face 
burnout and depression. Pas-
tors, there-
fore, must 
make plans 
to get away 
and relax.

  If vaca-
tions are so 
important, 
why don’t 
more pas-
tors take them? Oftentimes it’s 
because they feel guilty taking 
one. Since most churches have 
only one full-time paid staff per-
son (the pastor), ministers may 
assume no ministry gets done 
while they’re away. 

  Some ministers feel they 
don’t need a vacation. While 
this may be due to the Holy 
Spirit, oftentimes it’s due to 
adrenaline. This is why minis-
ters sometimes want to quit on 
a Monday morning!  

 Some pastors simply can’t af-
ford a vacation. If a church only 
provides basic needs, or gives a 
lump “pay package,” there may 
not be enough money for the 
pastor to get away.

 Because it’s healthy for min-
isters to have time away, they 
should resolve to do the follow-
ing. First, pastors must pace 
themselves throughout the week 
and year and create as much 
normalcy as possible. Since 
much of ministry is routine, 
pastors should create a good 
one.

 Second, pastors must get over 
their guilt. They are human, 
and they can’t always do ev-
erything. There will always be 
someone who needs care, and 
they often forget they need to 
take care of themselves.

 Third, churches must take 
care of their pastors. When va-
cation is coming, there should 
be deacons and other church 
members who can serve the 
church. It is absolutely sinful for 
a church to believe that only a 
pastor can do a pastor’s job. 

 Churches must realize pas-
tors (and their families) need 
rest. If they do not, they will be 
of no help to anyone. 

Ken Gore is chair of the depart-
ment of Christian studies at Wil-
liams Baptist College in Walnut 
Ridge. Baptists Ask is reader-driven. 
If you have a question to ask, email 
tim@arkansasbaptist.org or call 
501-376-4791, ext. 5153.

M y dad is a real “Okie from Muskogee,” and he 
married a “California Girl” with Texas and Ca-

nadian roots. I absolutely love beef brisket, mashed 
potatoes and gravy, fried okra and fresh cucumbers 
and tomatoes. From childhood, one of my favorite 
meals was beans and corn bread. It was always a spe-
cial treat when my mother made fresh chicken salad 
served in an avocado half with a tall glass of cold iced 
tea. 

When I was in elementary 
school, our community had an 
influx of Vietnamese students. My 
friend Phoug (Foo) introduced me 
to Pho’, a delicious Vietnamese 
soup – I’ve been a fan ever since. 
My wife and children love it too.

No matter the culture, food is 
an important part of life, tradition 
and community. It is something 
we pass on from one generation to the next – your 
grandma’s pie recipes, mom’s spaghetti sauce, and 
now in our family, those incredible Asian dishes 
we’ve made since our kids can remember.

I remember how thrilled I was when several 
years ago I was invited to speak to the Vietnamese 
Southern Baptist Fellowship made up of all of the 
Vietnamese Southern Baptist churches. I was excited 
because I love the culture, the people and their food!

While there, some the Vietnamese pastors ex-
pressed concern over the fact that their youth and 
teenagers did not want to attend their Vietnamese 
churches anymore. They wanted to worship in Eng-
lish with their friends. I asked why their churches 

were not providing English services in addition to 
their traditional services. A pastor explained that 
church was one of the only places where Vietnamese 
families could share their traditional food, speak 
their language, tell stories of their homeland and 
preserve their heritage. Other pastors, some in tears, 
shared that they were so afraid that their homeland, 
traditions, food and language would be forgotten by 
the children.

While I grieved with them and 
for them, I realized that in at least 
some cases, the church had become 
a place to preserve their Vietnam-
ese heritage more than a place to 
feed an ongoing Christian heritage. 
Without realizing it – with good 
intentions – they had begun sacri-
ficing the eternal well-being of their 
children on the altar of their Viet-

namese Christian tradition. Today, most of  those 
pastors have corrected the course by establishing 
multi-Asian and multiethnic churches.

In Arkansas, let’s follow the example of the Viet-
namese pastors who understood the need to love 
their kids more than they loved their Vietnamese 
heritage, and provide a contextualized opportunity 
for the next generation to spiritually grow and be-
come who God created them to be. 

Let’s not fool ourselves into thinking God and 
spiritual truth reside in our methods, but rather in 
the Master.

Eric W. Ramsey is president of TCWM, based in Moun-
tainburg.

ANSWERING
THE CALL

Eric Ramsey

continued from page 4
REPORT

For this Baptist, that name is 
enough, and I appreciate the efforts 
by Page and his committee to put 
the focus back where it belongs: 
on Southern Baptists cooperating 

to clearly communicate the gospel 
to every nation, tongue, tribe and 
people.

Doug Hibbard is pastor of First Bap-
tist Church, Almyra. 

Editor’s Note: Read the entire SBC 
Calvinism Advisory Committee report, 
and view committee members and com-
ments, at www.arkansasbaptist.org/
calvinismreport or www.sbclife.org.

www.facebook.com/arkbaptnews

Read more news 
and commentary 

at
www.arkansasbaptist.org

or on
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Messengers to the Southern Baptist Convention Annual Meeting cast votes to approve a resolution 
on the Boy Scouts that expresses “opposition to and disappointment in the decision of the Boy Scouts 
of America to change its membership policy” to allow homosexual members.

SBC messengers approve 12 resolutions
HOUSTON – Messengers to the 
Southern Baptist Convention dealt, 
as expected, with the hot-button 
issue of the Boy Scouts’ new mem-
bership policy, but they also passed 
a series of resolutions expressing 
compassion for the victimized and 
vulnerable.

In two sessions June 12 at the an-
nual meeting in Houston, messen-
gers passed 12 resolutions in either 
unanimous or overwhelming votes, 
including one voicing disappoint-
ment in the May decision by the Boy 
Scouts of America (BSA) to open 
their membership to openly homo-
sexual youth. Messengers declined 
to call for churches to boycott BSA.

The resolution expressed South-
ern Baptists’ “continued opposi-
tion” to the new membership policy 
and urged removal of the executive 
and board leaders who also tried 
without succeeding to liberalize the 
BSA’s leadership guidelines. How-
ever, the statement also supported 
families and churches in determin-
ing what their relationship to the 
Boy Scouts should be and urged 
those who remain in the BSA to 
share the gospel of Jesus with boys 
and seek the revocation of the new 
membership rule.

Resolutions Committee Chair-
man Steve Lemke, provost and eth-
ics professor at New Orleans Baptist 
Theological Seminary, said in a news 
conference that the BSA resolution 
“is not against any boys.”

“We want to minister to the 
boys,” Lemke said, describing the 
resolution as “a balanced, middle 
way that tries to state what most 
Baptists would believe and respect 
the congregational autonomy that 
we believe.” 

Russell Moore, president of the 
Southern Baptist Ethics & Religious 
Liberty Commission, told reporters 
at the Resolutions Committee press 
conference, “I think many in our 

culture were expecting a caustic re-
sponse to the Boy Scouts of America 
decision.”

Instead, Moore said, the state-
ment “is a careful, gospel-focused, 
balanced resolution that expresses 
our convictions as Baptists about 
human sexuality, human flourishing 
and also speaks to the larger ques-
tion of our mission as churches.”

Lemke acknowledged the state-
ment on the Boy Scouts was the big 
news, but he said the Resolution 
Committee members “were really 
excited about the resolutions relat-
ed to compassion ministries.” These 
resolutions:

– Call on churches to protect chil-
dren from sexual abuse and to pray 
for abuse victims.

– Urge Southern Baptists to be-
come informed about human traf-
ficking, how to combat it and how 
to provide Christian ministry to its 
victims.

– Affirm the “immeasurable 
value to God” of people with “men-
tal health concerns” and oppose 
“all stigmatization and prejudice” 
toward those with such problems.

– Express opposition to laws that 
may result in health care rationing 
for senior adults and encouraged 
ministry to the elderly.

– Endorse possible probation and 
parole for some nonviolent offend-
ers and called for churches to seek 
the “moral and spiritual transforma-
tion” of prisoners.

Messengers also approved resolu-
tions:

– Calling for religious liberty for 
college students, military chaplains 
and service members, and religious 
liberty for employers regarding the 
health care they provide their em-
ployees.

– Encouraging churches to 
pray “confidently, regularly, 
and fervently” for the president 
of the United States and other                                        

governmental leaders.
– Urging all Southern Baptists 

“to tithe cheerfully to their local 
churches.” 

– Celebrating the 125th anniver-
sary of Woman’s Missionary Union 
(WMU) and commending the orga-
nization for its faithful support of 
and involvement in missions.

– Expressing appreciation for 
Billy Graham, who will turn 95 years 
old in November, and his evangelis-
tic team and encouraging churches 
to participate in his organization’s 
My Hope outreach campaign this 
fall. 

– Thanking God and all those 
who helped with this year’s meeting 
in Houston.

Lemke said Southern Baptists 
“sort of have a litany of ethical issues 
– and they are abortion and homo-
sexuality and three or four others – 
that we talk about a lot, and I don’t 
think we talk enough about some 
other things,” even though South-
ern Baptists are ministering to the 
victimized and vulnerable, he told 
reporters.

“And without renouncing these 

other ethical beliefs that we have 
historically had, there is an inter-
est in issues of justice and issues of 
compassion, and I think that we 
as Southern Baptists need to voice 
those in a more articulate way,” 
Lemke said.

 He acknowledged young people 
especially are concerned about such 
issues.

Moore also expressed an empha-
sis on the suffering.

“There was a great emphasis on 
the vulnerable, hurting” in those 
resolutions, which called on church-
es “to be the presence of Christ to 
those people.”

“I think the mental illness reso-
lution is phenomenal. It speaks to 
removing a stigma among people in 
our churches who are suffering with 
mental illness and also with those 
who are caring for them in ways that 
I think will have ramifications (pos-
sibly) for decades,” Moore said.

Full text of all resolutions is avail-
able at www.arkansasbaptist.org/sb-
cresolutions2013.

Compiled from Baptist Press and Ar-
kansas Baptist News reports.

Newly elected Convention of Southern Baptist Evangelists officers from left: Amy Stockwell, of Davis 
Stockwell Evangelistic Association in Texas, associate of music and communications; Russell Johnson, 
Christian artist and worship leader, musician; Richard Hamlet, of Global Ministries Fellowship in 
Tennessee, vice president; Eric Ramsey, of Tom Cox World Ministries in Arkansas, presi-
dent; Bob Smith, of Bob Smith Music in Alabama, secretary and treasurer; Travis Young, of Young 
Family Ministries in Oklahoma, recording secretary, and Dennis Nunn, of Every Believer A Witness in 
Georgia, parliamentarian. Photo by Thomas Graham

Don Pucik, former associate executive director of the Arkansas Baptist State Convention (ABSC), and 
chairman of the Southern Baptist Convention Committee on Nominations, shares the committee’s 
report Tuesday afternoon, June 11, at the Southern Baptist Convention Annual Meeting. Pucik has re-
signed from the ABSC to serve as pastor of Wynne Baptist Church, Wynne. Photo by Caleb Yarbrough

Ramsey re-elected

Pucik gives nominations report 
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Arkansas Baptists in Houston

Ark. Baptists key to 
SBC Annual Meeting
HOUSTON – Arkansas Baptists at-
tending the Southern Baptist Con-
vention (SBC) Annual Meeting in 
Houston served in a number of key 
capacities during the meeting June 
11-12.

Don Pucik, former associate ex-
ecutive director of the Arkansas Bap-
tist State Convention who is now 
pastor of Wynne Baptist Church, 
Wynne, served as chairman of the 
SBC Committee on Nominations. 
Pucik and members of the commit-
tee presented their report to conven-
tion messengers Tuesday afternoon, 
June 11.

Bill Bowen, pastor of Village 
Baptist Church, Bella Vista, served 

as a member of the SBC Committee 
on Committees, which nominates 
members of the Committee on 
Nominations which, in turn, nomi-
nates trustees to serve on boards of 
various SBC entities.

Royce Sweatman, associational 
missionary for the North Arkansas 
Baptist Association in Harrison, 
served as chairman of the SBC Cre-
dentials Committee.

Ray Dean Davis, associational 
missionary for the Tri-County Bap-
tist Association in Wynne, served as 
a member of the SBC Tellers Com-
mittee.

Compiled from Baptist Press and Ar-
kansas Baptist News reports.

Justin Murphy, pastor of 
Beckspur Baptist, Forrest City, 

with wife, Crystal.

Steve Bailey (left), associational missionary for 
Mississippi County Baptist Association, and John 

Fulper, pastor of Armorel Baptist, Blytheville.

Scott Hill, pastor of 
Lakeside Baptist, Rogers, 

with wife, Beth.

Matthew Weaver (left), pastor 
of South Side Baptist, Pine 

Bluff, with Terry Sharp of the 
International Mission Board.

Jeff Thompson (black shirt), associational missionary 
for Concord Baptist Association, with wife, Susie,

and sons Hunter (left) and Tyler.

Ronnie Parrot, pastor 
of discipleship at Cross 

Church, Fayetteville.

Ron Lomax (left), associational missionary for 
Washington Madison Baptist Association, with 
Tom Dicus, pastor of Second Baptist, Clarksville.

Tim Deahl, member of 
the Arkansas Baptist State 

Convention executive support 
team, with wife,  Caroline.

Tim Yarbrough (left), editor of the 
Arkansas Baptist News, with Ray 

Dean Davis, associational missionary 
for Tri-County Baptist Association.

Eddie Harrison, pastor of 
Dollarway Baptist, Pine Bluff, with 

wife, Cindy, and son Jonah.

Steven Tiner (right), pastor of Levy 
Baptist Church, North Little Rock, 

with Darrell Dean of Louisiana.

David Moore (right), president of 
the Arkansas Baptist Foundation, 

with Warren Peek, president of the 
Southern Baptist Foundation.

Chad Grigsby (right), directional pastor 
of teaching and shepherding at Compass 

Church, Batesville, is interviewed by Wiley 
Drake, Arkansas native and pastor of First 

Southern Baptist, Buena Park, Calif.
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NORTH LITTLE ROCK – “The hallways are 
designed in a three-dimensional nature scene 
that puts you in the middle of grass as tall as the 
ceiling, bugs that are 3 feet long flying overhead, 
fallen logs to sit on and a pathway to guide you 
through,” said Jay Gordon, executive pastor at 
Park Hill Baptist Church, North Little Rock.

You don’t have to travel to Disney World to 
experience what he’s describing. All you have to 
do is visit Park Hill Baptist’s renovated preschool 
area. 

Susan Bumpas, preschool/children’s minister 
at Park Hill, added that oversized flowers, a cater-
pillar bench and a welcome center in the form of 
a tree are part of the renovation.

“The inside of the rooms were not renovated 
as they were already in good shape and we didn’t 
want to interfere with the learning environment 
with too much potential distraction,” Gordon 
said. 

Along with renovating the inside of the pre-
school area, the church built a new playground.

“We really wanted to seek to reach children and 
families. We felt that excellent preschool facilities 
and a new playground really make a statement 
that we value families,” he said.

Bumpas said her hope is “that the children and 
families will enjoy coming to church and learning 
about God.”

“We want our parents to know that their family 
is important to us and they are in a safe environ-
ment,” she said.

Tom Tull of Tom Tull Studios, and owner of 
graphic arts gallery Morning Edition Inc., was the 
artist for the preschool area renovation.

“Tom Tull sat down with us and began to ask 
questions of what we wanted,” explained Bumpas. 
“We talked and prayed about a theme that would 
excite the kids. We wanted to do something dif-
ferent that has never been done in the state of Ar-
kansas that we knew of. We walked through our 
preschool area, and we came up with this theme. 
He saw our day care kids looking out of the win-
dows and that is where the large flowers on the 
windows came from that kids look out of. As far 
as the playground, we wanted it to carry on the 
theme as inside. It is a big tree house concept.”

Wayne Davis with Davis Playgrounds built Park 
Hill’s new playground.

Bumpas and Gordon shared about the chil-
dren’s positive reactions to the recent changes to 
their area.

“They love coming in and talking about the 
bugs,” said Bumpas. “I love to see their excitement 
and hear them talking with their parents.”

 “I walked past one parent with a preschooler 
who was sitting with a 3-D frog, holding its toe,” 
said Gordon. “‘Having trouble leaving?’ I asked. 
‘Yes,’ the mom responded. ‘We have to do this 
every day.’” 

For churches considering embarking on a 
similar project, Gordon suggests they “visit some 
places that have done some serious design work, 
then decide on the scope of space and budget and 
speak with some designers about ideas.”

“It is a lot of confusion, but the finished prod-
uct is awesome,” said Bumpas. “Remember to 
keep your families in the loop of communication. 
They love to see progress on the church website 
or on the ministry Facebook page. Remind your 

church to be flexible during the change.”
The preschool area renovation is only a portion 

of what Gordon calls “an overall project to revital-
ize our facilities.” 

“Most of the project involved the worship cen-
ter, to which we added some fellowship/welcome 
space and almost totally renovated the inside, but 
we also did work to the preschool area, built a new 
state-of-the-art playground, revamped our main 
corridors and added some landscaping work and 
canopies,” he said.

The church used Nabholz Construction Ser-
vices as its construction company and Sowell Ar-
chitects Inc. as its architect.

“It’s just our hope that by having renovated 
facilities, people would … sense that there’s some-
thing important going on here and that we value 
what’s going on here and even want to show that 
by the packaging … of the gospel,” explained Gor-
don. 

Park Hill revitalizes preschool area, other facilitiesPark Hill revitalizes preschool area, other facilities

Church Building
& Facilities

Preschoolers (above) sit on a caterpillar bench in Park Hill Baptist Church’s renovated preschool area. 
The renovations included a playground (above left), flowers on the windows through which children 
can look (left) and larger-than-life insects and a welcome center in the form of a tree (below).
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FSBC, Bryant, gets ‘new’ church after renovation
BRYANT – “This building was 
built in 1981, and it had not been 
touched. It has been touched now,” 
said Kirk Stewart, associate pastor 
of First Southern Baptist Church, 
Bryant, as he surveyed the church’s 
sanctuary.

First Southern held a grand re-
opening for their recently renovated 
sanctuary on June 2 with a special 
service. The goal of the project was 
to update and modernize the worn 
worship center – and based on the 
reactions of members and visitors 
upon entering the new space – they 
were more than successful.

Donnie Brawner, owner and 
CEO of Paragon 360, the company 
responsible for First Southern’s 
renovation, said the church origi-
nally enlisted Paragon 360 to do 
some small upgrades to the existing 
sanctuary, believing it would eventu-
ally need to be torn down and re-
built due to its age and condition. 
Brawner, however, advised them to 
consider renovating instead, which 
would save the church both time 
and money.

“Basically the concept was, ‘Can 
we renovate this room without 
spending a lot more money to go 
build something? … And in the end, 
the church got renovated for about 
an eighth of what it would have cost 
to build it,’” said Brawner.

First Southern’s top-to-bottom 
renovation began in February and 
took only 12 weeks – not includ-
ing preproject planning – and cost 
under $1 million to complete.

“In all honesty, $1 million in the 
construction world anymore is just 
not that much money. For us to 
get to where we are now with the 
amount of money we have spent, I 
am very pleased,” said Stewart.

Based in Springfield, Mo., Para-
gon 360’s clients – the majority of 
which are churches – are spread 
throughout the country. Apart from 
First Southern, the company has 

renovated and/or built numerous 
other Arkansas Baptist church facili-
ties in recent years, including Grand 
Avenue Baptist Church, Fort Smith; 
Second Baptist Church, Conway; 
First Baptist Church, Rogers; Cross 
Church, Fayetteville; The Church at 
Pinnacle Hills (Cross Church), Rog-
ers, and Northvale Baptist Church, 
Harrison.

Brawner said many churches in 
recent years have opted to reno-
vate existing facilities as opposed to 
building new ones – primarily be-
cause of cost savings. However, he 
added, because of the high quality 

finishing and customization possible 
with modern renovation methods, 
churches are not giving up polish 
and function by choosing to reno-
vate rather than build.

“A lot of churches are at that 
crossroads. … There are a lot of 
younger generation or unchurched 
people that feel uncomfortable in 
the older 1970s to 1980s type spac-
es,” said Brawner. “They feel like 
the church of yesteryear. So a lot of 
them are coming to us, saying that 
they need to update their space if 
they are going to start reaching new 
people.”

First Southern Baptist Church, Bryant’s congregation worships in their newly renovated sanctuary June 2. Photo by Caleb Yarbrough
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HOT SPRINGS VILLAGE – Since 
its inception in 2005, Coronado 
Baptist Church has met at Hot 
Springs Village’s Coronado Center. 
But soon it 
will have its 
own building 
for the first 
time.

The offi-
cial ground-
b r e a k i n g 
ceremonies 
for the build-
ing were held 
Sept. 11. Jerry 
Thompson, 
church ad-
ministrator, 
said they are 
now “in the 
final stages of finishing the build-
ing” and expect to have it completed 
in August.

“Our hope is that it will become 
our focal point for worship and 
evangelism,” he said.

The church began on Nov. 6, 
2005 as a mission of Balboa Baptist 
Church, Hot Springs Village, and 
was incorporated on April 9, 2006. 
Currently, Ken Barnard serves as in-
terim pastor.

The initial structure currently 

under construction will be 18,500 
square feet with a multiuse audito-
rium that will seat 250-plus people. 
The facility will contain a conference 

room, offices 
and 11 class-
rooms, which 
will serve in-
fants through 
adults. The 
new structure 
will include 
a full-service 
kitchen. 

“It will 
be our own 
place to wor-
ship  our 
Lord and try 
to reach our 
communi t y 

for Christ,” Thompson said. “We 
have found that many people are re-
luctant to visit a church when it is 
in temporary quarters. People now 
say that they are going to visit our 
church when the building is com-
pleted.”

He said the John Cooper fam-
ily donated the land for Coronado 
Baptist, as well as other Hot Springs 
Village churches.

“John Cooper Sr. was the origi-
nal developer of the Village, and his 

Coronado Baptist awaits completion of building
family has continued his practice of 
donating land for church buildings 
when requested,” he said.

Rik Sowell Architects Inc. of Con-
way is Coronado Baptist’s architect, 
and James H. Cone Inc. of Little 
Rock is contractor.

“We have seen God at work in 
the building process at every stage,” 

Thompson explained. “It has taken 
a lot longer than we first anticipated, 
so we had to learn patience. In the 
beginning, there were many ideas 
of what we should do and how we 
should go about it. It has been re-
warding to me to see our people 
come together in total support in 
these final stages.”

Coronado Baptist Church, Hot Springs Village, anticipates 
the completion of its new building.

Advertise in the ABN. Call 501-376-4791, ext. 5153
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Arkansas Baptist Beckie Gay (seated), wife of Jerry Gay, associational missionary of the North 
Pulaski Baptist Association, North Little Rock, was winner of the Southern Baptist Foundation 
“guess how much money is in the bottle” contest featured at their exhibit at the Southern 
Baptist Convention Annual Meeting in Houston. Gay won by guessing the amount closest to 
the $623.46 contained in the bottle (she guessed $623). Others pictured are from left: Les 
Cammuse, Barbara Black, Margaret Cammuse, Warren Peek, Southern Baptist Foundation 
president, and John Kea, Southern Baptist Foundation attorney.

SBC directors of missions 
change name, structure
HOUSTON – The Southern Baptist 
Conference of Associational Direc-
tors of Missions changed its name 
and organizational structure during 
its annual conference June 9 at Sec-
ond Baptist Church in Houston. 

Now called the Southern Baptist 
Conference of Associational Lead-
ers, the group eliminated the offices 
of president, first vice president, 
second vice president and editor, 
replacing the old structure with a 
team ministry model that will dou-
ble the number of elected leaders 
and include in leadership represen-
tatives from the International Mis-
sion Board (IMB), North American 
Mission Board (NAMB), LifeWay 
Christian Resources, GuideStone 
Financial Resources and Woman’s 
Missionary Union (WMU). 

The new name reflects the reality 
that paid associational leaders are 
not all called directors of missions, 
but rather “executive director” or 
“associational missionary,” accord-
ing to outgoing President Johnny 
Rumbough, director of missions for 
the Lexington Baptist Association in 
Lexington, S.C.

Jerry Gay, associational mission-

ary for the North Pulaski Baptist 
Association in North Little Rock, 
attended the meeting. Gay said the 
changes are a “good move for South-
ern Baptists in associational work.”

“There are more people involved 
in the visions and tasks of associa-
tions, and this will permit them to 
become involved nationally,” he 
said.  “Much of the success of our 
association is the result of a team 
effort of our staff. Now there is an 
avenue for inclusion to celebrate 
what they do.”

Rumbough said the team ministry 
structure “will help the organization 
to be able to make decisions more 
expediently and put the emphasis 
on the missionary equipping com-
ponent, which is what we’re about.” 
In team ministry, leaders make deci-
sions and carry out ministry tasks, 
rather than making decisions and 
then directing other people to do 
the work, he said.

Speakers at the conference includ-
ed IMB President Tom Elliff, NAMB 
President Kevin Ezell, GuideStone 
President O.S. Hawkins, WMU 
Executive Director Wanda Lee and 
NAMB Vice President of Mobiliza-

tion Aaron Coe.
Among the topics of breakout 

sessions were “partnerships among 
associations,” “reaching the nations 
that live in your association,” “train-

ing pastor search committees” and 
“the missionary role of the director 
of missions.”

Compiled from Baptist Press and Ar-
kansas Baptist News reports.

continued from page one
ETHICS

church  pastors. Resources that 
plenty of local church pastors don’t 
know about,” said Piles.

“Being a trustee, I have tapped 
into resources that have helped me 
inform my people regarding gam-
bling, state lottery, issues regarding 
traditional marriage, abortion leg-
islation, voter I.D. and concealed 
handguns. All of those are ethical 
issues. They are issues that pastors 
have to address,” said Piles. “It has 
been those issues that have caused 
me to trust even more the resourc-
es that are available through the 
ERLC.”

“First Baptist Church, Camden, 
is similar to most of the churches 
within the SBC, as well as within 
the ABSC (Arkansas Baptist State 
Convention). The average pastor at 
the average church has to wear a lot 
of hats,” said Piles. 

“The typical pastor in the state of 
Arkansas is pastor of a small church, 
or he is bi-vocational. But just be-
cause you 
are bi -
vocational 
or just be-
cause you 
are rural 
d o e s n ’ t 
mean that 
you are 
exc luded 
from all of those issues: sanctity of 
life, gambling, alcohol, pornogra-
phy, marriage, reproductive tech-
nologies and more. Those particu-

lar problems do not discriminate. … 
Those pastors may not have time to 
be experts in all of those issues, but 
the ERLC does. And that is their 
sole purpose.”

In 2012, Richard Land, presi-
dent of 
the ERLC 
s i n c e 
1988, an-
nounced 
his retire-
ment from 
the orga-
n i z a t i o n 
following 

controversy over remarks he made 
regarding the recent Trayvon Mar-
tin murder case and allegations of 
plagiarism during his weekly radio 

program “Richard Land LIVE!” As 
chairman, Piles was tasked with ap-
pointing a presidential search com-
mittee in order to find Land’s re-
placement.

Led by Piles, the ERLC presiden-
tial search committee worked for 
six months interviewing numerous 
candidates for the position before 
appointing Russell Moore as the en-
tity’s new president March 26.

“Russell Moore brings with him 
a following automatically because of 
his time and influence at Southern 
Seminary. There is an automatic 
connection for him and a following 
with the millennial generation that 
he will bring with him to the ERLC. 
… Dr. Moore is on Twitter, he is on 
Facebook, he has his blog, he does 

podcasts – all of those things that 
millennials are in touch with. … He 
is very culturally relevant.”

“One of the things that Russell 
Moore is aiming to model for the 
convention is ‘convictional kind-
ness.’ His mindset is that he can 
disagree with someone regarding 
conviction, but he is still going to 
be kind, gentle, likeable and person-
able throughout the entire conversa-
tion,” said Piles.

Since Piles became chairman 
after the former chairman stepped 
down from the position, he was 
eligible and elected to another two-
year term at this year’s SBC Annual 
Meeting in Houston.

Contact Caleb Yarbrough at caleb@
arkansasbaptist.org.

Ark. Baptist wins SBC Foundation giveaway

Richard Piles, chairman of the ERLC board of trustees stands in the sanctuary of First 
Baptist Church, Camden, where he serves as pastor. Bottom left, Piles speaks to the 

Arkansas Baptist News from his study at First Baptist. Photos by Caleb Yarbrough

Listen to an interview 
with Richard Piles at 
www.arkansasbaptist.
org/podcast.
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C l a s s i f i e d s
PASTOR

Small northeast Arkansas church is in search 
of pastor. Send all resumes to Manila Baptist 
Church, C/O Pastor Search Committee, P.O. Box 748, 
Manila, AR 72442.

First Baptist Church in Dumas is seeking a 
full-time pastor. Send resumes to First Baptist 
Church, Pastor Search Committee, 200 East Water-
man, Dumas, AR 71639 or email to FBCdumas@
centurytel.net.

Southern Heights Baptist Church in Berryville is 
seeking a full-time pastor. Please send resumes 
to Pastor Search Committee, 279 Hwy 221 S., Ber-
ryville, AR 72616 or shbc@windstream.net. 

Coronado Baptist Church in Hot Springs Village 
is seeking a full-time pastor. Send resumes to 
Coronado Baptist Church, Pastor Search Commit-
tee, coronadobap@sbcglobal.net or mail to 198 
Carmona Center Drive, Suite 4, Hot Springs Village, 
AR 71909.

First Baptist Church in Lewisville is seeking a 
pastor. Send resumes to Pastor Search Commit-

tee at P.O. Box 97, Lewisville, AR 71845 or email to 
lewfbc@whti.net.

Elliott Baptist Church in Camden is seeking a 
full-time pastor. Send resume to Elliott Baptist 
Church, Pastor Search Committee, 4189 Hwy. 376 
South, Camden, AR 71701. Phone: 870-231-6411.

OTHER STAFF POSITIONS

First Baptist Church, Marlow, Okla., is accepting 
resumes for the position of associate pastor. 
Primary responsibilities include finance, admin-
istration and facilities. Resume may be mailed to 
Dr. Joe Ligon, First Baptist Marlow, P.O. Box 111, 
Marlow, OK 73055 or emailed to jligon@fbcmar-
low.org.

Boundless Grace Baptist Church in Rogers is 
searching for a part-time youth minister. 
Please send your resume to boundlessgrace222@
gmail.com or to P.O. Box 415, Garfield, AR 72732.

Two paid bi-vocational staff positions available 
in Jonesboro – music director and youth di-
rector. Send vita by email to Brdgdmin@gmail.

com or call 870-219-6757 for information.
First Baptist Church, Wagoner, Okla., is seeking 

a full-time children’s minister. Please send 
resume to First Baptist Church, Attn: Mark Pointer, 
401 NE 2nd St., Wagoner, OK 74467 or mark@fb-
cwagoner.com. Contact person is Mark Pointer at 
918-485-2428.

First Baptist Church in El Dorado is currently 
searching for a full-time associate pastor of 
music and corporate worship. Please send 
your resume to gail.beddingfield@fbceldorado.
org. For questions, please call Matt Pearson at the 
church office: 870-863-7177.

Roberson Baptist Church in Lonoke is seeking 
pianist. If interested, please call Larry Childers at 
501-454-0332.

Harlan Park Baptist Church in Conway is look-
ing for a part-time worship pastor to join 
our team. Send resume to Pastor Gary Mitchell at 
garynmitchell@hotmail.com or to 1895 Dave Ward 
Drive, Conway, AR 72034. 

Walnut Valley Baptist Church is currently seek-
ing part-time worship pastor. Contact Tim 

Forrest, tforrest@cablelynx.com or send to 1698 N 
Hwy. 7, Hot Springs, AR 71909.                     

Camp Paron is seeking a married couple 
willing to work flexible hours and varied tasks. 
Housing may be included as part of the pay pack-
age. Call 501-837-7362 for more information.

Holly Springs Baptist Church in Holly Springs 
has two bi-vocational positions open - youth 
pastor and worship leader. Call David Dillard 
at 870-687-1590 for information.

Pleasant Grove Baptist Church in West Little 
Rock is looking for a part-time worship pas-
tor to join our team as we strive to make a big deal 
of the BIG God we serve! Send resume to Pastor 
Chris Kinzler at ckinzler@pleasantgrovelr.org. 

MISCELLANEOUS

T-211-1 Series, HAMMOND Organ. Con-
tact: Donna Faulkner – 501-993-8391.

Karen (Burmese) congregation in Clarksville is 
looking for a donated van. Please contact Darrell 
Bridges at 479-754-3240.

•July 1-5: Infusion Week – 
Combined – Camp Siloam, Si-
loam Springs
•July 8-12: Infusion Week – 
Combined – Camp Siloam, Si-
loam Springs
•July 15-19: Forge Week – Camp 
Siloam, Siloam Springs
•July 15-19: PraiseWorks – 
Ouachita Baptist University, Arka-
delphia
•July 22-26: Blast Week –  Camp 
Siloam, Siloam Springs
•July 26-27: Wellspring and 
Arkansas Woman’s Missionary 
Union 125th Celebration –  Im-
manuel Baptist Church, Little Rock
•July 27-30: Family Camp Week 
–  Camp Siloam, Siloam Springs
•July 29: WEE Workshop I –  
First Baptist Church, Rogers
•July 29-31: Hispanic Chil-
dren’s Camp –  Ouachita Baptist 
Assembly, Mena
•July 31-Aug. 3: Hispanic 
Youth Camp –  Ouachita Baptist 
Assembly, Mena
•Aug. 1-2: WEE Workshop II –  
Geyer Springs First Baptist Church, 
Little Rock

For more information on events, go 
to www.absc.org, or call 800-838-
2272.

ABSC
calendar

she was “very fearful.”
Bailey had felt God laying on his 

heart the Lord’s Prayer from Mat-
thew 6, which speaks of forgiveness.

“And so I gently began to teach 
her that prayer,” Bailey said. “And 
I said to her, ‘Look you need to re-
lease this bishop. This is for your 
own good, because every time he did 
something to you, he hurt you. It’s 
like shooting you in the heart with 
an arrow.’ 

“And I said, ‘For your personal 
freedom, we need to gently remove 
those arrows. God still has him on 
the judgment docket. He’s not going 
to let him get away with what he’s 
done.’”

He could see her soaking in the 
words, so he taught her a prayer ask-
ing God to release her from the hurt 
and help her forgive.

Bailey could see her transforma-
tion.

“I’m telling you – she was set 
free,” Bailey said. “And she came out 
with the most beautiful smile that 
you’ve ever seen in someone.”

A second Voodoo priest was 
saved the following day. 

“We have a volunteer that is 
called really to share Christ with 
Voodoo priests, and he’s been quite 
successful,” said Bailey, explaining 
the man is a former gang member 
and drug dealer. “He knows how to 
identify with them, he knows how 
to sit down with them and gain their 
trust where he can talk to them. And 
then he shares Christ – and it seems 
to work.”

The difficult issue Central Bap-
tist has been facing is how to follow 
up with new believers, said Bailey. 
The church can only send teams so 
often, so they have been praying they 
would find a Haitian man or woman 
to help them with the follow-up pro-
cess. They think God answered that 

prayer in the form of Luckenson 
Pierre Louis, a translator for Arkan-
sas Baptist teams who is mentoring 
John Robert, a man they met during 
the April trip. Since April, Robert 
has been following up with a small 
church in the area.

“You try as best you can to hear 

continued from page one

HAITI what God is doing and what God 
wants you to do. But that’s just the 
beginning,” Bailey said about their 
work in Haiti. “You’ve got to hear 
from God on every move you make. 
And sometimes you have to spend a 
good deal of time talking to God to 
find out what are some of the keys 
and some of the key people that are 
going to be instrumental in begin-
ning a work.”

He added he “knew it was impera-
tive that we have somebody on the 
ground … that would be responsible 
to follow up and to keep it going.” 

“And so it’s just a walk with 
God,” he said. “You can’t attempt 
something like this without it.” 

Central Baptist is one of many 
churches actively ministering in 
Haiti following the 2010 earth-
quake. Since that time, numerous 
volunteers have been involved in ev-
erything from evangelism to prison 
ministry, medical clinics and more. 

For more information on min-
istry in Haiti or adopting a people 
group, email Fielding at bfielding@
absc.org.

Contact Jessica Vanderpool at 
jessica@arkansasbaptist.org.

A former Voodoo priest (forefront) is baptized.

Find the Arkansas Baptist 
News on Facebook and 

Twitter at ArkBaptNews
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Happy Birthday!
to all the missionary kids attending college who are

 celebrating birthdays in the month of July.

◆ July 7: Kevin J, OBU Box 3427, Arkadelphia, AR 71998-0001; 
 Central Asia. 
◆ July 14: Clayton Case, OBU Box 3421, Arkadelphia, AR 71998-0001; 
 Chile. 

Church life
Barcelona Road Baptist Church, 

Hot Springs Village, will present the 
musical “God Bless America” at 3 
and 6:30 p.m. June 28. In addition 
to the musical, dramatist Cara Blak-

Obituaries
Robert Davis Ray, 85, of Pine 

Bluff died June 15. Ray was a 
United States Army veteran and a 
longtime employee of the Arkansas 
State Highway Department. Ray 
was a member and longtime deacon 
of East Side Baptist Church, Pine 
Bluff. He is survived by a daughter, 
five grandchildren and four great-
grandchildren. Ray was preceded in 
death by his parents; his wife, Vera 
June Cady, and two sons. Services 
were held June 18 at Memorial Park 
Cemetery in Pine Bluff. Memorials 
may be made to East Side Baptist 
Church, 1605 Wisconsin St., Pine 
Bluff, 71603.

On the move
David Moore is serving on the 

staff of Central Baptist Church, 
Conway, as children’s minister.

Matt Duran is serving on the 
staff of Calvary Baptist Church, 
Little Rock, as student/recreation 
minister.

Brad Franklin is serving on the 
staff of First Baptist Church, Sher-
wood, as associate pastor of chil-
dren.

NEW ORLEANS – Several stu-
dents with Arkansas ties recently 
received degrees from New Orleans 
Baptist Theological Seminary. 
Graduates included:

– Kelly Blake Jones, pastor of 
First Baptist Church, Harrisburg; 
home church Second Baptist 
Church, West Helena; Doctor of 
Ministry.

– Hutchison Kufahl, youth pas-

tor at First Baptist Church, Benton-
ville; Doctor of Ministry.

– Stephen Bradley Watson, 
student pastor at The Woods 
Baptist Church in Tyler, Texas; 
home church Baring Cross Baptist 
Church, Sherwood; Master of Di-
vinity in Christian education.

– Bryce David Mitchell, home 
church First Southern Baptist 
Church, Bryant; Master of Divinity.

Arkansans among 2013 New 
Orleans Seminary graduates

Kelly Blake Jones (left) and Hutchison Kufahl (right), both of whom received Doctor of Ministry 
degrees, stand with New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary President Chuck Kelly.

ley Smith will appear as President 
Abraham Lincoln, reciting a chal-
lenging message relevant for today. 
All military personnel, present and 
past, are encouraged to come in uni-
form. For more information, call the 
church office at 501-922-0692.

Students at Barcelona Road Baptist Church, Hot Springs Village, presented Derek Brown (front left), 
Little Rock area director for the Arkansas Baptist Children’s Homes and Family Ministries, a check in 
the amount of $2,500 as part of their “pass it on” project.

Pass it on

Becky Bitely began serving Life 
Line Baptist Church, Little Rock, 
in 1963. She currently serves 
as financial secretary. In her 50 
years of service, Bitely has served 
under eight pastors and has 
raised two sons with her hus-
band. In edition to her work at 
Life Line, Bitely teaches Sunday 
school at Geyer Springs First 
Baptist Church, Little Rock. 

50 years of service
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Have you ever struggled to hear 
the voice of God? This was an issue 
Job faced in the dark days recorded 
in that short but powerful account 
of his life (Job 33:13-16).

In our day, we have so many tri-
als and temptations. In those times, 
we have an ever-growing 
contingent of resources 
at our disposal, includ-
ing family, friends, 
television, books, 
magazines and the In-
ternet, just to name 
a few. Unfortunately, 
the abundance of avail-
able voices can lead to 
a type of spiritual and 
emotional paralysis – 
especially when those 
voices compete against 
each other and fail to 
find common ground.

Sometimes we simply have trou-
ble hearing God’s voice, discerning 
God’s will and discovering God’s 
chosen path for our lives. As hard 
as it is to hear, God often uses the 
disappointments and painful expe-
riences of this life to shape us into 
the people He wants us to be (Job 
33:17-22). There are certainly times 
when our struggles and painful cir-

cumstances are merely the conse-
quences of sin and poor choices. At 
other times, the struggles we face are 
a type of divine discipline, an un-
pleasant but necessary part of our 
process of sanctification (Job 33:12).

There’s an old song that puts it 
well: “Through it all, 
I’ve learned to depend 
upon His Word.” 

God is faithful to 
keep His promises. We 
often highlight Job’s pa-
tience as if it is his only 
redeeming quality. The 
fact is Job knew in his 
heart God would be 
faithful. 

God’s discipline is 
often mistaken as pun-
ishment, when in fact, 
His discipline is proof 

of the depth of His love for His chil-
dren. Before administering disci-
pline, my parents used to say, “This 
hurts me more than it hurts you.” 
You probably have similar memo-
ries. And if you’re like me, you re-
member rolling your eyes and think-
ing sarcastically, “Sure it does.”

Perhaps the greatest story in this 
Book is not the patience of Job, but 
the persistence of a loving Father.

Garrick D. Conner
discipleship pastor

Park Hill Baptist
North Little Rock

President John F. Kennedy once 
said, “Ask not what your country 
can do for you – ask what you can 
do for your country.” 

At times, I’ve asked a similar ques-
tion: “What can I do for God?”

I’ve tried to do the things I 
thought pleased God, 
but my good deeds 
never seemed to be 
enough compared to 
the standards set before 
me. So, I began to seek 
answers to my question 
in God’s Word.

When the disciples 
asked Jesus to show 
them the way to heaven, 
“Jesus answered, ‘I am 
the way and the truth 
and the life. No one 
comes to the Father 
except through me’” (John 14:6, 
NIV).   

Focused on my religious activities, 
I overlooked the message of John 
3:16: “For God so loved the world 
that he gave his one and only Son, 
that whoever believes in him shall 
not perish but have eternal life.”  

King David also experienced a 
change of focus when he sought 
spiritual counsel concerning his 

desire to build a house for God (2 
Sam. 7:2). God responded with His 
promises, which included building 
a house for David (2 Sam. 7:11-16).

Amazed, David received God’s 
blessings with humility and grati-
tude (2 Sam. 7:18-24). 

God promises His 
spiritual inheritance to 
all Christ-followers. 

“When you believed, 
you were marked in him 
with a seal, the prom-
ised Holy Spirit, who is 
a deposit guaranteeing 
our inheritance until 
the redemption of those 
who are God’s posses-
sion – to the praise of 
his glory” (Eph. 1:13-14). 

How can we respond 
to God’s blessings? 

God’s Word encourages us, “Seek 
first (God’s) kingdom and His righ-
teousness” (Matt. 6:33). 

“Therefore, since we are sur-
rounded by such a great cloud of 
witnesses, let us throw off everything 
that hinders and the sin that so easily 
entangles. And let us run with perse-
verance the race marked out for us, 
fixing our eyes on Jesus, the pioneer 
and perfecter of faith” (Heb. 12:1-2).

Karen Jordan
member

Crossgate Church
Hot Springs

It’s fairly easy to praise and follow 
God when things are going smooth-
ly in life. However, every life has 
times that are difficult, times that 
are full of challenges and battles that 
we would probably never choose for 
ourselves.

When hard times 
come, as they always 
do, we need to remain 
faithful to God, know-
ing He is working out 
His purposes (Phil. 
1:6). Questioning 
comes easy to us when 
things get tough. 

“Why me, Lord?”
“Why do bad things 

happen to good peo-
ple?”

“Haven’t I had 
enough problems for a while?”

“Why do those who don’t know 
You seem to have a smoother life?”

Questioning God is not a bad 
thing. After all, many of our ques-
tions are valid and logical. They evi-
dence a deep desire to understand 
the “why” at the root of our daily 
struggles. However, some of our 
questions can be extremely childish. 
If we’re not careful, we can begin to 
sound whiny, as if the whole world – 

including the God we claim to love 
– has turned completely against us.

In such frustrating days, the chal-
lenge is not to stop asking questions; 
the challenge is to ask good ques-
tions that pull us forward by faith, 

questions that point 
us toward the reality of 
God’s goodness and sov-
ereignty (Job 42:1-3).

One such question is, 
“What am I supposed 
to learn?” It behooves 
us to accept as truth the 
fact that God sometimes 
breaks through to His 
people through life’s 
storms. It’s not His acces-
sibility to us that changes 
based on our circum-
stances; rather, it’s our 

holy pursuit of Him that shifts.
No matter what this life throws 

our way, we need to be faithful to 
listen to God, submit to God, inter-
cede before God and rely on God 
(Job 42:10-12a). True, that’s easier 
said than done, but like Job, we 
must realize the folly of putting God 
on trial, and we must assume the 
best of Him – that He is good, faith-
ful and caring, even – no, especially 
– when life is hard.

A fine mist hovered over the 
lake near my home on my walk one 
morning. So, I took several photos 
of the serene scene to remember the 
moment. Afterward, I sat down to 
consider what I sensed God was re-
vealing to my heart.   

In searching the 
Scriptures for the word 
“mist.” I found this 
promise: “I have swept 
away your offenses like 
a cloud, your sins like 
the morning mist. Re-
turn to me, for I have 
redeemed you” (Is. 
44:22).

At times, I lose sight 
of the cost of disobedi-
ence. But the Bible re-
cords many examples 
of what happens to God’s children 
when they disobey Him. 

In 2 Kings 17:7-20, “The Lord 
was very angry with Israel, and He 
removed them from His presence” 
(2 Kings 17:18).

During a family crisis over two 
decades ago, my teenage son com-
plained, “I don’t know if I want to 
follow Christ. Look at all you and 
Dad have gone through since you 
first started following Him.” 

I acknowledged the difficult times 
during our journey, but I respond-
ed, “We will always have hard times, 
whether we follow Christ or not. But 
I’d rather have Him with me during 
the hard times, wouldn’t you?”

He agreed.   
Some people refuse 

to trade their lifestyles 
for a religion of rules 
and regulations. Many 
Christians get discour-
aged and consider what 
it would be like to simply 
abandon their spiritual 
convictions and join the 
world’s ways. Some peo-
ple in our churches grow 
weary of the battle and 
turn from their moral 
and spiritual convictions.

But if we consider the lessons 
from the children of Israel, begin-
ning with their wilderness journey, 
we will observe that most of them 
forfeited their Promised Land of 
rest with their unbelief and disobe-
dience (Heb. 3:16-19).

So, I choose to focus on God’s 
promises and my blessings in Christ, 
especially His gift of forgiveness that 
sweeps away my “sins like the morn-
ing mist.”

Karen Jordan
member

Crossgate Church
Hot Springs

Garrick D. Conner
discipleship pastor

Park Hill Baptist
North Little Rock

Changing our focus
2 SAMUEL 7:8-17, 22-24; JOHN 3:16, 14:6; MATTHEW 6:33; HEBREWS 12:1-2 

BIBLE STUDIES FOR LIFE:

Am I on the right path?
JOB. 33:13-22; 36:8-12

EXPLORE THE BIBLE:

What am I supposed to learn?
JOB 38:1-4; 42:1-12A

EXPLORE THE BIBLE:

Counting the cost
2 KINGS 17:7-20; ISAIAH 44:22; HEBREWS 3:16-19 

BIBLE STUDIES FOR LIFE:
JULY 14, 2013

JULY 7, 2013



SBC

Mike Huckabee, former Arkansas governor, was a keynote speaker at the 2013 Southern Baptist 
Convention (SBC) Pastors’ Conference held immediately prior to the SBC Annual Meeting.

Huckabee speaks at Pastors’ Conf.
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Individual subscriptions for both editions may be pur-
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 Sign up for the ABN Now 
Our digital edition is accessible on computers and 
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The Arkansas Baptist News is committed to telling the story of God’s work among His people in the 
Natural State. One of the quickest ways to experience the news is through a variety of online resources.

 Access our website 
See our daily updates by visiting 
www.arkansasbaptist.org on your 
computer or mobile device. 
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Find us on Facebook and Twitter as ArkBaptNews.

www.arkansasbaptist.org

Volume 112  Number 13   June 27, 2013

PAGE  1

CBC team sees 42 
saved on mission trip

Haiti salvations
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2013 annual meeting 
held in Houston

SBC recap

Find us on and as ArkBaptNews
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with your 

smartphone 
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Flag Day
Levy Baptist Church, North Little 
Rock, held a flagpole dedication 
ceremony on Flag Day, June 14. 
The flagpole and flag were gifted 
to Levy in memory of William 
J. “Dub” Waymack, who was a 
WWII veteran and Pearl Harbor 
survivor.  The pole stands 80 feet 
tall. The 20-by-30 foot flag will be 
flown at all times as a reminder 
to the community of those who 
have served in the military. The 
Basso Voce Tuba Quartet, associ-
ated with the Little Rock Wind 
Symphony, and the U.S. Air Force 
Color Guard were part of the cer-
emony.
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