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RICHMOND, Va. – 
Southern Baptists’ contri-
butions to support inter-
national missions through 
the Lottie Moon Christ-
mas Offering (LMCO) are 
4.4 percent ahead of the 
March 2017 offering to-
tals, according to a report 
by Rodney Freeman, trea-
surer and vice president of 
support services of the In-
ternational Mission Board 
(IMB). 

At the end of March 
2018, IMB had received 
$124,093,278 so far for 
the 2017-18 campaign, 
which began Oct. 1. This 
total is $5,225,589 (4.4 
percent) ahead of last 
year’s LMCO receipts. 

The total represents 
money received by the In-
ternational Mission Board 
or postmarked by the close 
of the last business day of 
March 2018 and includes 
receipts from the South-
ern Baptist Convention 
(SBC) Executive Com-
mittee, state conventions, 
churches and individuals. 

Freeman also report-
ed that at the end of 
March, IMB had received 
$50,776,311 in Coopera-
tive Program (CP) funding 
for the 2017-18 fiscal year, 
which started Oct. 1. This 
total is $1,188,964 (2.4 
percent) ahead of last year. 

The LMCO campaign 
year historically ran from 
June 1 to May 31 each 
year, but that campaign 
year did not align with 
IMB’s fiscal year, which 
is Jan. 1-Dec. 31. To help 
alleviate confusion, IMB 
finance leaders, in con-
junction with the Board 
of Trustees, proposed to 
align the fiscal year and 
the LMCO campaign to 
October 1 through Sep-
tember 30. Messengers 
voted to approve the fis-
cal year change during 
the 2017 SBC Annual 
Meeting in Phoenix. For 
more information on the 
LMCO visit imb.org/
lmco.

For more ABN Digest, go to 
arkansasbaptist.org/abn-digest

LMCO gifts 4.4% ahead 
of last spring’s receipts NASHVILLE, Tenn. (BP) – 

Amid two Southern Baptist 
Convention (SBC) entity lead-
ership searches and upcoming 
national SBC elections, both 
SBC presidential candidates 
have issued a joint call for 
prayer, grace and civility.

J.D. Greear and Ken Hemp-
hill, both tapped as 2018 
nominees for SBC president, 
made the joint appeal as the 
International Mission Board 
(IMB) and the SBC Executive 
Committee (EC) are tasked 
with finding new entity lead-
ers. In the midst of the entity 
searches, Southern Baptists 
will elect national officers at 
the SBC 2018 Annual Meeting 
June 12-13 in Dallas.

“After speaking w/my 
friend @kenhemphill today, 
we’d like to call all Southern 
Baptists to act w/civility & 
integrity toward one another 
& to join us in praying for the 
entity transitions ahead & for 
the upcoming #SBC18 presi-
dential election,” Greear, pas-
tor of The Summit Church in 
Raleigh-Durham, N.C., tweet-
ed April 5.

“In a phone conversation 
with friend @jdgreear we 
agreed to invite Southern Bap-
tists to pray for leaders in tran-
sition, search committees, that 
our respective supporters will 

speak with grace and civility 
so we can leave Dallas revived, 
unified and focused on God’s 
kingdom,” Hemphill, an ad-
ministrator at North Green-
ville University in Tigerville, 
S.C., tweeted April 6.

IMB President David Platt 
announced Feb. 12 his return 
to the full-time pastorate, re-
maining in office while a 
16-person search committee 
seeks a replacement. At the 
EC, executive vice president 
D. August “Augie” Boto was 
named EC interim president 
April 4 as the EC readies to 
name a search committee to 
replace Frank S. Page, who un-
expectedly left the EC March 
27 (see related story, page 6).

“These are difficult times 
for us all,” Greear said April 
9, “but we must lock arms and 
boldly go forward to reach our 
world with the hope of intro-
ducing them to our Savior.”

Hemphill encouraged 
Southern Baptists to focus on 
salvations and kingdom build-
ing.

“I am concerned that we 
will get caught up in peripher-
al issues,” Hemphill said, “and 
miss the critical issues such as 
baptisms, attendance, unity in 
diversity, the restoration of key 
partnerships, and the revital-
ization of our convention.”

Venters, Stephens named to new BCM positions
LITTLE ROCK – Adam Ven-
ters has been named the new 
Metro BCM campus minister 
at the University of Arkansas 
at Little Rock (UALR) campus 
for the Arkansas Baptist State 
Convention (ABSC) 
effective June 11.

Venters was previ-
ously assistant Metro 
BCM campus minis-
ter.

With the move, Te-
resa “Bit” Stephens, 
who previously held 
the position of Metro 
BCM campus min-
ister, will become the new 
International Student Minis-
try (ISM) consultant for the 
ABSC June 1.

David James, team leader of 
the ABSC college and young 
leaders team, explained the 

changes in an email to BCM 
support matrix:

“Arkansas Baptists have 
paved the way for this decision 
because Dr. Sonny Tucker and 
the (ABSC) executive team 

want to reach inter-
nationals and they 
also want to elevate 
the role of the Metro 
BCM campus minis-
ter,” said James. “Bit 
will continue to lead 
ISM at Metro and will 
partner with Adam in 

this ministry. She will 
also develop the Cen-

tral Arkansas ISM. More im-
portantly, she will elevate the 
strategic statewide ministry to 
the five regions in Arkansas 
where we already have an ISM 
focus.” 

James added, “Adam’s role 

as Metro BCM campus minis-
ter will be essentially the same 
as before, with the exception 
that ISM will be led by Bit. 
Also, our primary expansion 
for Metro BCM will be at the 
University of Arkan-
sas at Little Rock 
(UALR) campus. 
Adam will partner 
with Bit as they con-
tinue the strong ISM 
emphasis.”

James said in the 
year that Venters has 
served as assistant 
Metro BCM campus 
minister, “The progress in our 
work at UALR has been im-
pressive.”

Venters has served as assis-
tant campus minister with the 
ABSC since February 2017. 
Previously, he was a young 

adult intern at Immanuel Bap-
tist Church in Little Rock and 
youth pastor at Level Ground 
Community Church in New 
Orleans.

Stephens has served at the 
ABSC in various stu-
dent capacities since 
1990. She first was 
BCM campus min-
ister at Southern 
Arkansas University 
Tech in Camden and 
later BCM campus 
minister at the Uni-

versity of Central Ar-
kansas in Conway, 

before serving as Metro BCM 
campus minister. Prior to join-
ing the ABSC, Stephens was 
minister to youth at Amboy 
Baptist Church in North Lit-
tle Rock and Hillside Baptist 
Church in Camden.

StephensVenters

J.D. Greear (left) and Ken Hemphill, both 2018 nominees for president of the 
Southern Baptist Convention (SBC), have made a joint appeal for prayer, grace and 
civility as the International Mission Board and the SBC Executive Committee are 
tasked with finding new entity leaders.

Greear, Hemphill
rally prayer, civility

RICHMOND, Va. – The 
presidential search commit-
tee of the International Mis-
sion Board (IMB) announced 
April 12 that it is accepting 
nominations for the agency’s 
next president following the 
resignation of David Platt in 
February. 

Platt announced his de-
cision to leave IMB to field 
personnel and staff Feb. 12. 
While requesting that the 
search for the IMB’s next presi-
dent begin immediately, Platt 
said that he would continue as 
president at IMB until a new 
president was elected. 

The search committee, 
chaired by Chuck Pourciau, 
senior pastor of Broadmoor 

Baptist Church in Shreveport, 
La., released the following 
statement April 12: 

“The International Mission 
Board Presidential Search 
Committee has benefited 
greatly from your prayers and 
input during the early stage of 
this process. We continue to 
desire your help as we seek the 
person God has chosen to be 
the next leader of the IMB. 

“Currently, we are in the 
process of receiving nomina-
tions and will continue to ac-
cept nominations for the po-
sition through May 15, 2018. 
If God leads you to submit a 
nomination to the committee, 
please do so by emailing us at  
imbsearch@broadmoor.tv.”

IMB accepting resumes until May 15
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MLK50: Price to be paid for racial unity
‘Prayer, Unity’ theme 
of National Day of Prayer

MEMPHIS, Tenn. (BP) – 
Evangelical Christians must 
be willing to pay the price to 
gain racial unity, speakers said 
April 4 on the final day of a 
conference commemorating 
the 50th anniversary of the 
assassination of civil rights 
leader Martin Luther King, Jr.

The conference, MLK50: 
Gospel Reflections from the 
Mountaintop, was held as 
Memphis, and the country,  
remembered King, who was 
shot April 4, 1968, in the Mis-
sissippi River city. The two-
day event – co-hosted by the 
Southern Baptist Ethics and 
Religious Liberty Commis-
sion (ERLC) and The Gospel 
Coalition (TGC) – took place 
in conjunction with many re-
membrances of King, includ-
ing a ceremony at the Lorraine 
Motel, where he was killed, 
that conference participants 
were able to attend.

In the evening session, at-
tendees gave an offering of 
more than $16,500 for the 
Memphis Christian Pastors 
Network, a multi-ethnic co-
alition seeking to foster ra-
cial unity and meet needs in 
the city. Earlier in the day, 
conference hosts unveiled 
the MLK50 Dream Forward 
Scholarship Initiative, which 

will enable minority students 
in Memphis to receive finan-
cial aid to attend participating 
Christian colleges, universities 
and seminaries and has already 
raised more than $1.475 mil-
lion.

White pastors must address 
the issue, Dallas-Fort Worth 
area pastor Matt Chandler 
told conference attendees.

“You have got to say some-
thing,” Chandler told white 
pastors in the audience at the 
Memphis Convention Center 
and watching by live stream 
online. “There is no way for-
ward if white pulpits won’t 
talk.”

Quoting King, the pastor of 
The Village Church said, “In 
the end, we will remember not 
the words of our enemies but 
the silence of our friends.”

He had a difficult time 
sleeping the night before be-
cause he knew what he was 
asking of some of them, Chan-
dler told pastors. They might 
be criticized, bullied and fired, 
he acknowledged.

Chandler encouraged them 
to begin by preaching on the 
Bible’s view of ethnicity and 
unity. “Ethnic harmony is 
one of the great themes of the 
Bible. This is the refrain of the 
Bible over and over and over 

again,” he said, adding, “Jesus 
consistently confronted bro-
ken thinking about ethnicity.”

Veteran pastor Crawford 
Loritts, an African American 
pastor of a predominantly 
white church, said during a 
panel discussion at the confer-
ence that the question is not 
so much, “Where do we go 
from here?” but “Why haven’t 
we gone from here?”

The need is courage, he 
said. “This issue is going to 
cost us.

“Are we willing to pay that 
price? Love is expensive, and 
commitment is expensive.

“And I think God is stand-
ing back and saying to the 
church: You all know what to 
do here. You really do know 
what to do,” said Loritts, se-
nior pastor of Fellowship Bible 
Church in Roswell, Ga. “It’s 
the courage and will to do it 
and to be it and to pay that 
price.”

John Piper, author and De-
siring God founder/teacher, 
said racial unity is for the glory 
of Christ.“It is because we still 
see who we are that the unify-
ing insignia of Christ shines so 
brightly with His glory,” Piper 
said.

Matt Chandler, pastor of The Village Church in the Dallas-Fort Worth area, spoke 
about the inconsistencies of white evangelicals on race issues April 4 during the 
MLK50 conference in Memphis. 

Williams OKs new programs, $13.6M budget
WALNUT RIDGE – The 
Board of Trustees at Williams 
Baptist College (WBC) voted 
to approve three new academic 
programs and a $13.6 million 
2018-19 budget April 6. The 
board also welcomed WBC’s  
new president Stan Norman.

With the board’s action, 
Williams will offer its second 
master’s degree, the Master of 
Science in Education (MSE), 
and it will add bachelor’s de-
grees in criminal justice and 
marketing. All the degrees will 
be launched this year. 

The MSE will be offered 
fully online and will be avail-
able to those with a bachelor’s 
degree in education, according 
to Brad Baine, academic dean.

“The MSE at Williams is 
an ideal program for someone 
who has earned a BSE and 
wishes to learn and develop 
new best practices in the teach-
ing profession. The course 
work for the MSE at Williams 
was developed by experienced 

educators with proven success 
in P-12 classrooms,” Baine 
said.

Williams launched its first 
graduate degree, the Master of 
Arts in Teaching, last year.

Williams will also add two 
new bachelor’s degree majors 
for its on-campus students. 
Starting this fall, students can 
earn a Bachelor of Science in 
Criminal Justice or a Bachelor 
of Science in Marketing. The 
two additions bring the total 
number of undergraduate ma-
jors at WBC to 27.

Baine noted that the mar-
keting degree will be one of 
three majors offered in the 
field of business at Williams, 
along with business adminis-
tration and finance. 

“The BS in Marketing de-
gree will provide students a 
solid preparation in advertis-
ing, sales and social media 
marketing, providing them 
with the skills and knowledge 
for many meaningful career 

opportunities,” he said.
He said that Williams offers 

an online criminal justice pro-
gram for professionals already 
working in law enforcement, 
and there was strong interest 
for an on-campus degree plan 
for traditional students. 

“Students with an interest 
in the field of criminal justice 
would benefit from the new BS 
in Criminal Justice degree by 
being introduced to the many 
disciplines found throughout 
the field. Students graduating 
from the new program will be 
prepared to enter the field of 
criminal justice at any level of 
government: local, state or fed-
eral,” Baine said.

Norman, who assumed du-
ties as president April 1, said, 
“These new programs position 
Williams to serve students in 
three growing fields, provid-
ing them with the outstand-
ing Christian educational ex-
perience for which WBU has 
come to be known. The Board 

of Trustees affirmed the fine 
work done in developing these 
programs by their respective 
departments, and we are truly 
excited to see these degrees 
launch later this year.” 

The $13.6 million approved 
by the board is a slight increase 
over last year.

“This is a budget that allows 
Williams to continue growing 
in key areas, while also reflect-
ing good stewardship of our 
resources. It also shows that 
Williams continues to make 
a sizable economic impact on 
our community and region,” 
Norman said.

The Williams Board of 
Trustees is composed of 24 
members from across the state, 
appointed by the Arkansas 
Baptist State Convention. It 
meets three times each year.

Williams is a liberal arts 
university in Walnut Ridge. It 
will formally become Williams 
Baptist University this sum-
mer.

PRAY FOR AMERICA – 
UNITY, is the theme of 
the National Day of Prayer 
to be held May 3.

Ronnie Floyd, presi-
dent of the National Day 
of Prayer, said the theme  
is based upon Ephesians 
4:3, which challenges be-
lievers to mobilize unified 
public prayer for Amer-
ica, “making every effort 
to keep the unity of the 
Spirit through the bond 
of peace.” 

Floyd, senior pastor of 
Cross Church in north-
west Arkansas and former 
president of the Southern 
Baptist Convention, said 
natural disasters, racial 
unrest, the worst mass 
murder in U.S. history 
and political division in 
the nation are “beyond 
anything that any of us 
have ever seen in our gen-
eration.”

“We have to admit this: 
America is broken. Divi-
sion is undeniable. Racial 
tension is alarming. Law-
lessness abounds. Recon-
ciliation appears impos-
sible. Government cannot 
fix it. Politics will not heal 
it. And the spirit of the 
age is ruling all over this 
nation,” Floyd said.

Floyd urges believers 
across the nation to do 
everything they can to call 
people in the U.S. to unite 
in public prayer.

The National Day of 
Prayer was created in 1952 
by a joint resolution of 
Congress and signed into 
law by President Harry S. 
Truman. 

In 1988, the law was 
unanimously amended by 
both the House and the 
Senate and signed into law 
by President Ronald Rea-
gan on Thursday, May 5, 
1988, designating the first 
Thursday of May as a day 
of national prayer. Every 
president since 1952 has 
signed a National Day of 
Prayer proclamation.
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Editorial&Opinion “Always be prepared to give an answer 
to everyone who asks you to give the 

reason for the hope that you have...”

 1 Peter 3:15 (NIV)

Has the time come to delete your Facebook page?
a “free” Facebook page where 
they could share and receive 
information about their fami-
ly, friends and perhaps an old 
friend from high school, it is 
now becoming 
abundantly 
clear that 
one’s personal 
information 
is a valuable 
commodity that is subject to 
forms of potential misuse and 
privacy concerns.

Facebook founder and 
CEO Mark Zuckerberg was 
on Capitol Hill last week testi-
fying to Washington lawmak-
ers regarding a privacy scandal 
that has rocked the tech 
world. Many are asking why 
a tech giant like Facebook 
doesn’t have to adhere to the 
same rules that other large 
media conglomerates do. 

Facebook has come under 
fire before and this past 
year or so has significantly 
changed the algorithms it uses 
in determining what its users 
see and don’t see. The compa-
ny has been accused of allow-
ing the private information of 
87 million Facebook users to 
be accessed for marketing and 
political purposes.

But Facebook is not alone. 
If you’ve ever searched for 
something on Google or sent 
an email about a product or 
service, you are being tracked. 
Ever wonder why the next 
time you open a webpage that 
ads for similar products sud-
denly start popping up?

The ABN website uses 
Google AdSense ads as well. 
In the past year I had a pas-
tor contact me asking why 
ads for mail-order seminary 
degrees and end times proph-
ecy books were appearing on 
our website. I looked on my 
web browser, and my ads were 

I am reminded often how 
print is dying and that 

no one reads newspapers any-
more.

Of course many of those 
same people who pronounce 
the death of print neglect to 
mention that most modern 
newspapers – like your own 
Arkansas Baptist News (ABN) 
– also reach a significant audi-
ence via a website and social 
media.

The reality is that the read-
ership of the ABN’s “legacy” 
print product and readership 
of our digital products are 
both extremely strong. Pound-
for-pound – while Arkansas 
has the lowest population 
of any southern state – the 
ABN’s readership in Baptist 
and evangelical circles is sec-
ond to none.

The digital presence the 
ABN has developed over the 
past seven years is specifically 
impressive in an age when 
many have, albeit naively, 
pronounced state Baptist 
newspapers a relic of the 20th 
century.

We know that every edi-
tion of the ABN reaches an 
estimated readership of about 
37,000, and that each month 
our website and social media 
reach on average 33,000 
viewers. These are not “guess-
timates,” but rather actual 
figures based on our paid 
subscriber base, as well as ana-
lytics from our website and 
social media.

If we take a moment to 
look past the smoke and mir-
rors of the “death of print 
media” crowd, we can ob-
jectively pronounce that the 
“new media” that engrosses so 
many people today is poten-
tially a dangerous animal.

For example, while many 
initially loved signing up for 
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completely different based on 
my past searches. I didn’t have 
the heart to tell the pastor 
that what he was seeing was a 
result of his previous queries.

Now don’t 
get me wrong. 
I think web-
sites and social 
media services 
have greatly 

enhanced the sharing of infor-
mation and communications 
across the globe, but it has 
come at a great price.

During the rise of televi-
sion in the U.S., parents 
worried about their children 
watching hours of “mindless 
television.” Today, the mind-
lessness is not only visual, but 
also interactive and in the 
palm of your hand 24/7.

If new media allowed every-
thing to be delivered on an 
even playing field, that would 
be fine and good, but it is 
not.

For example, it is well 
known that liberal and left-
wing views are favored on 
Facebook over conservative 
news and opinions. 

Texas Senator Ted Cruz 
grilled Zuckerberg during 
the congressional hearing, 
pointing to conservative, 
pro-life and Christian pages 
that had been removed after 
being deemed “offensive.” 
Cruz also asked Zuckerberg if 
any Planned Parenthood or 
moveon.org pages had been 
removed, with Zuckerberg re-
sponding that he was unaware 
of any that had.

This past year our team at 
the ABN, along with other 
state Baptist newspapers and 
religious organizations I have 
spoken to, has reported a 
lower number of new view-
ers “reached” on Facebook. 
There was a time when a 
breaking news post on the 
ABN Facebook page would 
garner a number of new 
people who had no previous 
relationship with our news 
service, but now this generally 
no longer occurs.

Facebook has explained 
that it has applied new algo-
rithms to news sites, making 
it harder for people previously 
not associated with a particu-
lar news service to access it, 

See FACEBOOK page 6
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we have is helping the girls 
learn the basics of caring for 
a home. We teach them to 
clean and care for a home and 
laundry as well as the basics of 
cooking. Because the average 
stay of each girl is 18 months, 
time is of the essence. In the 
blink of an eye these girls will 
be grown with families of 
their own. 

We hope 
they will 
recall some 
of the house-
hold tips and 
recipes from 
their time 

with us.
Our home is very busy. 

We encourage the girls to 
participate in extracurricular 
activities. Some enjoy 4-H, 
horseback riding, band and 
gymnastics, but these activi-
ties are ever-changing as are 
the dynamics of our home. 

This brings about a very dif-
ficult aspect of this ministry. 
We become attached to these 
girls. At a moment’s notice 
they can be relocated, leaving 

‘Be ye doers of the word’
A ntichrist is a term that is synonymous with Jesus’ 

second coming. The mere mention of the word has 
brought fear to many Christians. While there have been 
several theories as to who the Antichrist has been or will 
be, it’s best to look at what the Bible says. 

The term Antichrist (antichristos) is used only four times 
in the New Testament, all within the letters of John (1 
John 2:18, 22; 4:3; 2 John 7). It is a compound word that 
combines the preposition anti (against or opposite of) with 
christos (anointed one), the Greek form of the Hebrew 
word Messiah. While noting the possibility of a single 
individual, John believed that it referred to many people. 

Their presence indicated 
that Christians lived in the 
“last hour” (1 John 2:18, 
ESV) and that Jesus could 
return at any time.

 These Antichrists 
had several qualities. First, they came out of the Church, 
but they did not belong to the Church. If they were, they 
would still be in the Church. Therefore, their absence 
from the faith community proved their unbelief (1 John 
2:19). Second, they denied that Jesus was the Messiah (1 
John 2:22). Third, they did not believe Jesus had come 
“in the flesh” (1 John 4:3, ESV). These individuals knew 
enough about Christianity to be dangerous, but they did 
not believe in Jesus’ identity.  

Thinking that his readers may have feared themselves to 
be Antichrists, John noted that they had been “anointed 
by the Holy One” and knew the truth (1 John 2:20-21, 
ESV). The term “anointed” is the same as the term for 
Christ. Thus, his readers were the opposite of these men-
acing Antichrists.

There have been – and will be – many Antichrists who 
attempt to deceive, but God calls His followers to trust 
in the anointing that they have received from Him. Once 
they do this, they have nothing to fear.

Ken Gore is professor of biblical studies at Dallas Baptist Uni-
versity. Send your questions to tim@arkansasbaptist.org.

Baptists Ask
Ken Gore

Who is the Antichrist?

Q & A with Williams’ new president

J ames 1:22 (ESV) tells us: 
“Be ye doers of the word 

and not hearers only.” 
My husband, Larry, and I 

loved living near family. We 
loved our home, our church 
and our places of service, but 
we both clearly felt God was 
calling us out of our comfort 
zones. God was calling us 
to serve as houseparents at 
Arkansas 
Baptist Home 
for Children, 
where we 
have served 
for more than 
a year. 

We share a home with eight 
girls, ages 12-15, and have an 
awesome opportunity to serve 
God and establish a new com-
fort zone. We laugh together. 
At times, we cry together. We 
live life together. 

There are many reasons 
these girls find themselves 
at our Barton East Family 
Home. While they are in our 
care, we do our best to let 
them know they are loved. 
One of the responsibilities 

a huge hole in our hearts. 
Thankfully, several keep in 
touch.

A special time in our home 
is the evening devotion. Oc-
casionally one of the girls will 
ask to lead, as was recently 
the case. Using her personal 
devotional book she read this 
comment, “God chooses out 
of everybody one person. He 
prepares that person, then 
calls that person and uses 
him in His way and His will.” 
The point was made that we 
may not fully understand the 
reason for our circumstances, 
but we know that God can 
and will use these times to 
help us minister to and en-
courage others. Out of the 
mouths of babes come eternal 
truths!

Is it difficult? Yes! We both 
know, however, that the most 
comfortable place to be is in 
the center of God’s will.

Again, “Be ye doers of the 
word and not hearers only.”

Lisa Vaughn is a houseparent 
at the Baptist Home for Children 
in Monticello.

S tan Norman, who has 
served the past nine 

years as provost and executive 
vice president at Oklahoma 
Baptist University, was named 
the seventh president of Wil-
liams Baptist College* March 
16. Below are Norman’s 
responses to questions about 
his new role in Arkansas Bap-
tist life.

What at-
tracted you 
to Williams 
Baptist? I was 
foremost at-
tracted to Williams because 
of the vision “to produce ex-
ceptional graduates prepared 
to engage local and global 
cultures through a Christ-cen-
tered worldview.” This Christ-
centered focus resonates deep-
ly with me. Further, I believe 
the commitment of Williams 
Baptist to be a Great Com-
mandment university (to love 
the Lord our God with all our 
mind) and a Great Commis-
sion university (to make dis-
ciples to go in all the world) 
is the right approach to 
Christian higher education. I 
also am attracted to Williams 
because of the strong, vibrant 

relationship the school enjoys 
with Arkansas Baptists.  

What are your priorities 
as you begin this presidency? 
I want to meet and get ac-
quainted with the faculty, 
staff, students and alumni. I 
also want to learn in greater 
depth the story and legacy 
of the mission and vision of 

Williams. 
I intend to 
participate 
in “getting-
to-know-
you” events 

around the state with Arkan-
sas Baptists and Williams 
alumni and friends.  

What goals do you have 
for Williams? In all things I 
will always strive to honor the 
Lord in an unwavering com-
mitment to Christ-centered 
education bathed in prayer. 
I intend to develop strategic 
plans and structures to ensure 
the ongoing viability and 
growth of Williams. I hope 
to work with the Williams 
community to strengthen and 
grow the efforts of the uni-
versity to transform the lives 
of students to embrace their 
vocations as callings of excel-

lence and to view their voca-
tions as platforms for ministry 
and witness. Finally, I pray 
that we can make Williams 
the university of choice for 
Arkansas Baptists, Southern 
Baptists and the broader evan-
gelical world.

What role does a Chris-
tian university like Williams 
play, both in the lives of its 
students and in the world 
around us? The challenges be-
fore us today require vibrant, 
committed Christian universi-
ties that transform students 
to engage our world with the 
gospel through a convictional, 
winsome witness. Williams 
Baptist has a great legacy of 
equipping its students to meet 
the demands and opportuni-
ties that daily confront us. 
Our world desperately needs 
schools like Williams that 
faithfully “contend for the 
faith that was delivered to the 
saints” and likewise provide a 
Christ-centered, academically 
robust education.  

What impact do you hope 
to see Williams have in 
the Arkansas Baptist State 

Williams 
Baptist
Stan Norman

Letter to the Editor

ABCHomes
Lisa Vaughn

Arkansas Right to Life

The ABN mission
The Arkansas Baptist News (ABN) exists to assist 

Kingdom work by informing, inspiring and involving  
Arkansas Baptists through meeting needs of people,  

spreading the gospel, making disciples and growing God’s 
work in Arkansas and beyond.

We advocate for the cause of Jesus Christ.
We report the news based on our Christian worldview.

We uphold high standards of journalism
and Christian ethics.

I applaud your article detail-
ing the work and challenges of 
Arkansas Right to Life (Arkan-
sas Baptist News, April 5, 2018). 
As a member of its Board of 
Directors and a member of 
Calvary Baptist Church in 
Little Rock, I am committed 
to helping protect the lives of 
unborn babies. 

God recognizes their per-

sonhood from their very begin-
ning (Psa. 139:13-16). And He 
calls us to “speak up for those 
who cannot speak for them-
selves” (Prov. 31:8a). 

I am grateful for fellow Bap-
tists and other Christians who 
support our efforts to save 
unborn babies from abortion. 
Thank you for your help. 

Stephen L. Clark
Little Rock

See Q&A page 6
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FACEBOOK

continued from page 5

Q&A

Facebook is now the largest source of news in the world, according to media sources. While much of the news on Facebook is 
from legitimate sources, the social media giant also has been accused of allowing various forms of “fake news” and rumor sites 
to pass as legitimate news. Additionally, Facebook is said to favor liberal and left-wing views over conservative and Christian 
views. The Arkansas Baptist News has noted that Facebook has significantly lowered potential viewers to its page over the past 
year, now requiring users to update their preferences in order to see news from the ABN over other sources. The graphic above 
illustrates how a Facebook users can reset their preferences to once again prioritize ABN news stories.

Boto

prompting news outlets that 
have utilized Facebook exten-
sively to explain how users 
can once again get “alerts” to 
new news posts (see related 

graphic above).
We live in a brave new 

world that we all must em-
brace on some level. It is not 
our parents’ or grandparents’ 
analog world of file cabinets 
and paper, but rather a digital 
world where private informa-
tion about our lives is avail-
able to practically anyone who 

knows how to access 
a search engine.

God’s goal for mankind 
is to advance His gospel in a 
lost and dying world, not to 
further our knowledge for our 
own ends, which can lead to 
destruction. 

Tim Yarbrough is editor/execu-
tive director of the ABN.

Convention (ABSC)? As a 
Baptist university, Williams 
serves as the academic arm of 
Arkansas Baptist churches. 
As such, Williams partners 
with ABSC churches to equip 
and mobilize students to be 

salt and light in the broader 
culture as well as to prepare 
them for committed service 
in local churches. This type 
of mission is what makes a 
Christian university like Wil-
liams effective and relevant in 
our world today.

*Williams Baptist College is 
officially changing its name to 
Williams Baptist University this 
summer.

In an article in the April 
5, 2018, edition of the Arkan-
sas Baptist News titled “Ark. 
Right to Life advocates for the 
unborn,” Mr. Larry Page, the 
executive director of the Ar-
kansas Faith and Ethics Coun-
cil, criticized Roman Catholic 
Bishop Taylor for declining to 
participate in the March for 
Life because Arkansas Right to 
Life invited Attorney General 
Leslie Rutledge to speak at the 
rally. Ms. Rutledge is an out-
spoken advocate for the death 
penalty.

Mr. Page, a former prosecu-
tor, states that no condemned 
person is executed in this 
country without due process. 
However, significant numbers 
of condemned people were 
innocent of the crimes they 
were convicted of committing. 
Lying witnesses, questionable 
scientific tests, and coerced 
confessions pervert justice.

Mr. Page states, “The uni-
versal and virtually exclusive 
understanding of what it 

means to be pro-life is to seek 
to protect defenseless inno-
cent human life.” The Roman 
Catholic Church, the Ameri-
can Baptist Churches, the 
United Methodist Church, 
the Episcopal Church and the 
Presbyterian Church all op-
pose the death penalty. The 
understanding of the meaning 
of pro-life as solely opposing 
abortion is hardly universal or 
virtually exclusive. 

Millions of innocent people 
were killed in wars in the 20th 
and 21st centuries, many of 
them by the “good guys.” We 
can’t escape responsibility by 
describing the innocent dead 
as “collateral damage.” Jesus 
Christ taught that the peace-
makers will be called the sons 
of God. War is contrary to the 
right to life and an offense 
against God.

Jesus taught His disciples to 
feed the hungry, care for the 
sick and visit prisoners in jail. 
We should include all of these 
in the definition of pro-life. 

Steven R. Davis
North Little Rock

Letter to the Editor

Pro-life definition
should be broader

Boto named SBC Executive 
Comm. interim president
NASHVILLE, Tenn. (BP) – D. 
August “Augie” Boto has been 
named interim president of 
the Southern Baptist Conven-
tion Executive Com-
mittee (EC).

Meeting in Nash-
ville April 4, the EC 
officers acted accord-
ing to EC Bylaw 6 in 
tapping Boto for lead-
ership following the 
March 27 retirement 
of former EC Presi-
dent Frank S. Page, 
who cited a "personal 
failing" in announcing his im-
mediate departure. 

The EC's five officers also 

granted Boto "the option to 
appoint an interim EC presi-
dential ambassador during this 
period of transition to assist 

him in fulfilling the 
many representative 
functions that fall to 
the office of presi-
dent," EC chairman 
Stephen Rummage 
said.

Boto  named 
Jimmy Draper, for-
mer president of the 

Southern Baptist Con-
vention and president 

emeritus of LifeWay Christian 
Resources, as EC ambassador 
April 9. 
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Delta churches see revival through cooperation

Listen to an interview with 
Delta church planters at  

arkansasbaptist.org/podcast

Caleb Yarbrough
Arkansas Baptist News

HELENA – In recent years 
there has been a great work of 
God sprouting from the fertile 
soil of the Arkansas Delta.

The Arkansas Delta stretch-
es the length of the Natural 
State’s eastern border – the 
mighty Mississippi River – 
from Eudora to the south to 
Blytheville in the north.

It’s a region known for its 
vast musical heritage as well as 
economic depression and ra-
cial tensions.

In many ways the Arkansas 
Delta can be seen as a micro-
cosm of the South as a whole 
– both its good and bad as-
pects. Willard B. Gatewood, 
a long-time history professor 
and former chancellor of the 
University of Arkansas, called 
the area “the deepest of the 
deep south.”

In “The Arkansas Delta: 
Land of Paradox,” published 
in 1993, Gatewood wrote, 
“The Delta today still presents 
the basic paradox of human 
want amidst abundance, of 
some of the na-
tion’s poorest peo-
ple living on some 
of the nation’s 
richest land.”

While the his-
tory of the South-
ern Baptist Con-
vention (SBC) 
includes the sins 
of the support of 
slavery and other 
racist institutions 
and perspectives, 
the denomination 
today arguably stands as the 
most vocal leader in racial rec-
onciliation initiatives among 
evangelicals.

The belief that all people 
are valuable, equal and created 
in the image of God is no lon-
ger a subjective opinion, but 
objective reality within South-
ern Baptist life.

James 2:17 (CSB) states, 
“faith, if it doesn’t have works, 
is dead.” In Arkansas the 
public repentance of South-
ern Baptists for past racism is 
publicly demonstrated in the 
multi-cultural cooperation 
of Arkansas Baptists in the 
Delta.

Delta Institute
In 2013, the Arkansas Bap-

tist State Convention (ABSC) 
began providing theological 

education to ministers in and 
around Helena-West Helena – 
in what became known as the 
Delta Institute. 

Since its inception as a basic 
lecture series, the institute has 
added other locations through-
out the Delta and now gives 
participants the option to earn 
college credit through the pro-
gram.

From the beginning, the in-
stitute was made up of almost 
exclusively black men who 
had no access to the education 
needed in order to follow their 
call to church ministry within 
their community.

Much of the education was 
provided by Arkansas Baptist 
church pastors and through 
the relationship of these minis-
ters, the state convention and 
other associational and local 
church partners, many of the 
men who have participated in 
the Delta Institute have either 
become ABSC church planters 
or led their church to becom-
ing an affiliated Southern Bap-
tist congregation.

Jarvis Smith, pastor of Sec-
ond Baptist Church, West 

Helena, was inte-
gral in the forma-
tion of the Delta 
Institute and led 
his church to join 
the ABSC after 
experiencing the 
power of the co-
operative nature 
of the conven-
tion.

Smith said that 
the first Delta In-
stitute class that 
began meeting in 

the Helena-West Helena area 
in 2013 included around 16-17 
participants but that God has 
grown the ministry as more 
locations have developed, 
including locations in For-
rest City, Little Rock and the 
McGee/Dumas area.

“The beautiful part of it 
is that we’ve got four or five 
other institutes that are going 
stronger than us,” said Smith. 
“That’s what I call approval 
from the Big Guy.”

“I think what God wants 
us to do is bless people where 
they are and then raise them to 
where He wants them to be,” 
he said.

Church planting
Led by Smith, Second Bap-

tist Church has sent out four 
church planters – who are cur-

rently planting or revitalizing 
churches within the Delta – in 
the past five years.

Anthony Banks, pastor of 
Second Baptist Church, Tur-
rell, and Nathaniel Smith, pas-
tor of Greater New Philadel-
phia Baptist Church in Wilson 
are two of the men sent out 
from Second Baptist.

Banks and Nathaniel Smith 
recently spoke with ABN Pod-
cast host Bill Bumpas about 
how God has been using them 
to minister to the northeastern 
part of the Delta.

The ABSC’s recent church 
planting initiatives in the 
Delta have focused on serv-
ing and reaching communities 
that have seen churches close 
and experienced socio-eco-
nomic and cultural struggles, 
according to Nathaniel Smith.

Banks said that as a new 
church planter, building a 
church from the ground up 
has led to a revitalization of 
the evangelistic process of “get-
ting out into the hedges and 
highways.”

“It’s been a problem, being 
so confined to the building,” 
said Banks. “As a church plant-
er, starting from zero, it helps 
me in what I want to do in 
the first place, being out there 
where the people are.

“To be successful … you 
have to have the love for God 
but you also have to have love 
for God’s people. You can’t 
sit in the building and wait 
on people to come to you; 
you have to go out to where 
they are at,” he said. “Meeting 
people where they are, I think 
that’s what Jesus wants for us 
to do because that’s what He 
did.”

“It’s boots on the ground. 
We are able to do that through 
the Arkansas Baptist State 
Convention of over 1,500 

churches that support the 
church planting process,” said 
Nathaniel Smith.

“The problem that we have 
had in the past with people 
staying inside the (church) 
building was that you only 
give the opportunity (to hear 
the gospel) to people inside 
the church,” he said.

“Look at my town of Wil-
son, probably 903 folks, 1,100 
homes. Imagine if you could 
go to each home,” said Na-
thaniel Smith.

Delta church planters 
often serve as a listening ear 
for poor and disenfranchised 
peoples who feel that they have 
no voice, he said, which often 
leads to gospel conversations.

“We see what they are going 
through, and we are able to 
share the gospel of the good 
news of Jesus Christ and let 
them know that there is a way, 
no matter what you are going 
through, that you can be saved 
and help can be rendered,” 
Nathaniel Smith said.

In addition to the educa-
tional ministry of the Delta 
Institute, the ABSC has also 
developed the Delta Network, 
one of six church planting net-
works that “provide a place to 
belong but also facilitate part-
nerships,” according to absc.
org.

“We are getting knowledge 
and fellowship, and it’s inspir-
ing people, ministers in partic-
ular who are involved in this, 
to be more of a brotherhood,” 
said Jarvis Smith. “And then 
you have something else; it’s 
really showing a new, positive 
and wonderful face for South-
ern Baptists in the Delta.”

Willie Jacobs, ABSC church 
planting strategist, has been 
a leader in the convention’s 
work in the Delta.

“The movement has been 

because of prayer, relationships 
and cross-cultural engagement 
– that’s what has really helped 
to open up the Delta,” Jacobs 
said in a 2017 interview for the 
ABSC’s church planting pod-
cast, The Grind.

Many Arkansas Baptist 
churches have begun to en-
gage and partner with Delta 
churches, church plants and 
ABSC ministry to the Delta in 
recent years, said Jacobs.

Before becoming involved 
in Southern Baptist life, Jar-
vis Smith said he knew many 
black Christians in the Delta 
who saw the SBC as an inac-
cessible and racially divided 
organization.

“From my perspective, I 
kind of felt like they (Southern 
Baptists) were there, and they 
weren’t hurting anybody and 
they were doing their thing 
but that they are not doing 
anything over here (the Delta), 
to help us – to help this part 
of the kingdom,” said Jarvis 
Smith.

“Sunday morning, as we 
have said for many, many 
years, is the most segregated 
hour in America, not just in 
Arkansas or in the Delta,” he 
said. 

Jarvis Smith said that when 
the ABSC and its churches 
began reaching out to Delta 
church leaders regarding how 
the two groups might embrace 
each other, preconceptions 
quickly turned to a sense that 
God would bless the coming 
together of His people in spite 
of cultural and racial differ-
ences.

“It became real and it wasn’t 
magic; it was blessed,” said Jar-
vis Smith. “God showed me 
that this is where He wanted 
me to be.”

Contact Caleb Yarbrough at 
caleb@arkansasbaptist.org.

Cherry Street in downtown Helena. Photo by Caleb Yarbrough
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Cornerstone: Rebuilding lives on foundation of Jesus

Bethany Davis (front row, right), direc-
tor of the Cornerstone Transition Home.

Margaret Colson
Arkansas Baptist News

NEWPORT – Amanda’s* 
teenage years were typical. She 
went to school and didn’t get 
in much trouble. By the age 
of 21, she had two boys, and 
life was good. However, when 
she was 24, one of her sons 
was diagnosed with cancer 
and lived only 
nine months. 
Angr y  a t 
God, Amanda 
began a de-
structive cycle: 
using and then 
cooking and 
selling meth-
amphetamine. 
Her adult life 
became a re-
volving door 
into mental 
institutions along with seven 
trips to prison. 

In 2008 Amanda accepted 
Christ as her Savior while in-
carcerated. Upon release from 
prison, Amanda wanted to live 
for God, but she had no one 
to help her grow spiritually or 
to hold her accountable, and 
she struggled to be free from 
her addiction.  

Amanda arrived at Cor-
nerstone Transition Home in 
January 2017. The accountabil-
ity, responsibility and structure 
helped free her from her ad-
diction. A milestone occurred 
when she was able to get off 
parole after 18 years. When 
asked to describe her life be-
fore and her life now, she said, 
“I was a destroyer. I ruined 
people’s lives. Now, I’m an en-
courager.”  

Amanda has grown in her 
Christian faith and loves to 
memorize Scripture. Today, 
she lives in the community 
but regularly communicates 
with her friends and mentors 
at Cornerstone.

Amanda is just one of many 
women who have success-
fully navigated a path from 
prison back into society as free 
women through the ministry 

of Cornerstone Transition 
Home. Opened in December 
2016 in Newport, Corner-
stone Transition Home is a 
faith-based home for women 
released from women’s prisons 
in Arkansas.

The vision for Cornerstone 
Transition Home was born 
through members of Central 
Baptist Church of Jonesboro’s 

Newport cam-
pus. Many 
church mem-
bers were in-
volved in min-
istry positions 
at a nearby 
prison and 
noticed a dis-
turbing trend. 
Many inmates 
who were 
eligible for 
parole chose 

to remain in prison because 
outside the prison doors they 
had nowhere to go and no 
source of support. More than 
40 percent of inmates released 
from Arkansas prisons return 
to prison within three years.

The mission of Corner-
stone Transition Home is to be 
a bridge between life in prison 
and a successfully reintegrated 
life into communities. It’s a 
chance for women recently 
released from prison to build 
their lives on a firm founda-
tion – Jesus Christ, according 
to cornerstonetransition.com.

Since opening in December 
2016, Cornerstone Transition 
Home has served 42 women. 
Licensed by Arkansas Com-
munity Correction, the home 
requires that women stay at 
least three months but allows 
women to stay as long as one 
year. The home can house up 
to 29 women and currently 
has 15 women living there. 
During their stays at Corner-
stone, women are trained in 
several key independent living 
topics, including how to get a 
job, be a good parent and man-
age finances. Also women are 
taught the Bible.

“If the women are truly 

going to have a life change, it 
will have to begin with God,” 
said Bethany Davis, direc-
tor, Cornerstone Transition 
Home. Many of the women 
coming to Cornerstone have 
never heard the gospel or read 
the Bible. For some women 
who have made professions 
of faith before living at Cor-

nerstone, they have had little 
opportunity for discipleship. 
Cornerstone offers the women 
the foundation to “understand 
the depth of God’s love for 
them,” said Davis.

Recently three women who 
completed stays of 12 months 
at Cornerstone Transition 
Home graduated. The women 

have grown in their faith and 
become leaders at the home. 
“We feel like proud spiritual 
parents,” said Davis.

Among churches and asso-
ciations financially supporting 
and volunteering at Corner-
stone Transition Home are: 

See CORNERSTONE page 9
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Flooring
Floors & More, Inc.
21286 Interstate 30
Benton, AR 72019
501-316-0267  FAX: 501-316-2533
Email: sales@floorsandmorear.com
www.floorsandmorear.com
Consultation/Statewide Services/Commercial 
Flooring/Carpet Squares/Gym Floors 

Kitchen Equipment
& Supplies
Aimco Equipment Co. 
10001 Colonel Glenn Rd.
Little Rock, AR 72204
501-228-0808

Lighting & Sound
American AVL
800-352-7222
Little Rock/Jackson/Ruston/
New Orleans
Audio, Video, & Lighting Systems & 
Equipment - Ask about our free site needs 
AVL review

Stained Glass
Jonathan Soos 
Soos Stained Glass Inc. 
jon@soosstainedglass.com 
http://www.soosstainedglass.com 
30 Maumelle Curve Ct. 
Maumelle AR 72113 
501-758-8641 Maumelle studio 
501-758-8655 fax

Baptistries/Steeples
Construction Sales Co., Inc.
P.O. Box 1049
Magnolia, AR 71753-1049
800-526-9663  FAX: 870-234-6475
Also laminated wood arches, beams and decking 

Church Facility Planner
Sowell Architects
1315 North Street, Suite 100
Conway, AR  72034
501-450-9633 FAX: 501-450-7228
Email: rik@sowellarchitects.com
www.sowellarchitects.com
Master planning, site analysis
and all architectural services

Church Insurance
Michael B. Russell, MA, MBA
Member, Cross Church, Springdale
Mike Russell & Associates
P.O. Box 709, Bentonville, AR 72712
877-715-5336, 479-657-6369 fax
www.protectmychurch.org   
AR Ins. Lic. #185726
Non-profit - Church - Commercial - 
Employee Benefits

James Greene & Associates
800-422-3384
www.jamesgreeneins.com
James Greene & Associates represents 
Brotherhood Mutual Insurance, a national leader 
insuring churches in alliance with GuideStone. 
Call today or go online for property, liability, 
auto and worker’s comp quotes!

CHURCH SERVICES DIRECTORY

To advertise in the 
Church Services Directory, contact 
the ABN at 501-376-4791, ext. 5161, 

or email ads@arkansasbaptist.org

Submit your classi� ed at
arkansasbaptist.org/ads

MOTHER’S DAY OFFERING –  Volunteers pack envelopes containing informa-
tion on the Arkansas Baptist Children’s Homes Mother’s Day Offering April 10 at the 
Arkansas Baptist State Convention building in Little Rock. Photo by Caleb Yarbrough

continued from page 8
CORNERSTONE
Central Baptist Church, Jones-
boro; Central Baptist Church, 
Newport campus; First Baptist 
Church, Cassville, Mo.; First 
Baptist Church, Newport; 

Youth Right to Life video contest
THE NATIONAL Right to 
Life is holding a video contest 
to encourage youth to support 
pro-life efforts in their commu-
nity.

“(The) contest is not just 
a terrific way of engaging the 
pro-life youth in your commu-
nities; it is also a great way to 
introduce them to greater in-
volvement in the movement,” 
said Jacki Ragan, director of 
the state organizational de-
velopment and convention 
department of the National 
Right to Life, Washington, 
D.C.

“Their participation is an 
important part of injecting 
the pro-life message into pub-
lic discourse using their talents 
and skill,” said Ragan.

The contest is open to all 
videographers ages 15-25, and 
the videos must be between 
30 seconds and 3 minutes in 
length. Deadline for submit-
ting a video is May 31.

Ragan said an online sub-
mission form and full contest 
rules – as well as all previous 
winning submissions – are 
available at nrlconvention.
com/video-contest.

Highland Drive Baptist, Jones-
boro; Lake City First Baptist 
Church; Morton Baptist 
Church, and Black River Bap-
tist Association.

*Name was changed to protect 
privacy of individual.

Contact Margaret Colson at 
margaret@arkansasbaptist.org.
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C l a s s i f i e d s

Ard Community Bapt. Church is seeking a 
f/t bi-vocational pastor. Resumes and ref-
erences to Pulpit Committee, ACBC, 13320 Ard 
Road, Dardanelle, AR 72834. 

North Main Baptist SBC Church seeking 
interim pastor. Send resumes to jvance1@
windstream.net or 707 North Main Sheridan, 
AR.

West Acres Baptist Church of West Helena is 
seeking a bi-vocational pastor. Please send 
resumes and references to West Acres Baptist 
Church, Attn: Deacon Larry Johnston, PO Box 
2743, West Helena, AR 72390.

First Baptist Church of Lepanto, Arkansas, 
is seeking candidates for a full-time senior 
pastor. Preferred candidate will be an experi-
enced pastor with a seminary degree that aligns 
with Southern Baptist theology and the iner-
rancy of Scripture. He will provide leadership, 
counseling and promote community outreach. 
Resumes and references should be sent to Tim 
Benton at tnrbenton@eritter.net.

Military Road Baptist seeking bi-voca-
tional pastor for small church. Send resume 
to Pastor Search, PO Box 145, Jacksonville, AR 
72078.

First Baptist Church, Blue Eye, AR, traditional 
So. Baptist Church, is seeking a full-time pas-
tor. Send resumes to FBC, PO Box 126, Blue Eye, 
MO 65611, or call 870-654-6473.

Bi-vocational Pastor/Mary’s Chapel Baptist 
Church, Blytheville, AR. Seeking a bi-voca-
tional pastor for a small country church. 
Please email resume to juanitagreen69@icloud.
com.

Kingsland First Baptist Church is seek-
ing a bi-vocational pastor; parson-
age is included. Send resume with refer-
ences to Pastor Search Committee, PO Box 97, 
Kingsland, AR  71652. 

AR, is seeking a full-time minister of stu-
dents. The candidate must have a great love for 
the Lord and the willingness to set a Christ-like 
example. The position offers a competitive sal-
ary, benefits, and housing. Please send resume 
to Grace Baptist Church, 2409 W New Hope RD, 
Rogers, AR 72758. Fax 479-636-6448, Email: of-
fice@gbcrogers.com.

FBC Prescott is seeking an energetic part-
time music/choir director. Please send 
resume to: FBC Prescott Personnel Committee, 
PO Box 447, Prescott, AR 71857.

Mountain Springs Baptist Church, a grow-
ing, dynamic church in Cabot seeking youth 
pastor and drummer. If interested, please 
contact Jeremy Holley at 501-681-4983.

Full-time worship/associate pastor 
- Maple Avenue Baptist Church in Smackover, 
Arkansas. Send resumes online to benmc@ma-
pleavenuebc.com.

Kern Heights Baptist Church in De Queen, 
AR, is seeking full-time youth/music min-
ister. Send resumes to khbc@windstream.net.

First Baptist Church, Henderson, Texas, full-
time position for children’s minister, to 
minister to children and young families. Send re-
sumes to David Higgs, 207 W. Main St., Hender-
son, Texas, 75652, or email dhiggs@thefbc.org.

East Paris Baptist Church, 725 N. Collegiate 
Dr., Paris, Texas is seeking God’s man for the po-
sition of worship/media pastor. We run ap-
prox. 400 in worship, 325 in SS, 200 on Sunday 
nights, approx. 250 on our Wednesday night, 
Students, TeamKid Children, Nursery, Mother’s 
Day Out Program. Pay benefits $60-70,000+. If 
resumes are submitted to our office, please have 
them sent to pastordonnie@eastparis.org Web - 
eastparis.org.

First Baptist Church, Joplin, MO, is searching 
for full-time children’s minister. With our 
recent relocation and new children’s facility this 
is a great opportunity in a consistently growing 
church. firstjoplin.org/jobs.

Pleasant Hill Baptist Church / Bauxite, AR, 
is seeking a worship leader. Please send re-
sume to Pleasant Hill Baptist Church, 24310 N. 
Sardis Rd., Bauxite, AR 72011 Att: Steve Barnes.

Emory Baptist Church (70 miles east of Dal-
las) is seeking a FT pastor of worship and 
senior adults. This position will give leader-
ship to a church-wide, comprehensive music 
ministry including but not limited to planning 
and leading two blended worship services 
each week and leading occasionally with an 
instrument and directing adult choir rehearsal. 
Additional responsibilities will include a com-
prehensive ministry to senior adults. Applicants 
can submit resumes to Pat McDanal at patmc-
danal@aol.com or 1175 RSCR 3503, Emory, TX 
75440.

First Baptist Church of Dumas is seeking a 
full-time youth pastor. Those interested 
should send a resume to FBC Dumas, 200 E. 
Waterman, Dumas, AR 71639.

Bi-vocational worship pastor for 
blended service. FBC Pea Ridge. 479-451-8192. 
To submit resume or request more info - al@
prfbc.org.

Seeking full-time children’s min-
istries pastor or director: East Side of 
Paragould is seeking the Lord’s qualified can-
didate to lead a thriving children’s ministry 
and to assist our families in parenting and 
disciple making. We are a loving and serving 
church in a growing community with qual-
ity schools. Send resume to Phillip Miller: 
pmiller@connect2eastside.com.

New Chapel Hill Baptist, West Monroe, LA, 
seeking full-time children’s minister. 
Send resumes to melinda@nchbc.net.

Seeking experienced youth or youth/
worship pastor. Miner Baptist Church 
Sikeston, Missouri (conservative SBC). Send 
resume to jbarnhart@minerbaptist.org.

First Baptist Church of Bay, AR, (located 
just outside of Jonesboro) is seeking a part-

time minister of music who is committed 
to leading a blended worship service. Re-
sumes may be mailed to First Baptist Church, 
PO Box 190, Bay, AR, 72411 or submitted to 
www.bayfbc.org.

Judsonia First Baptist Church is in search of 
a part-time youth director. All who are 
interested please contact Blake Moffett at Blake.
moffett@enbridge.com or 501-283-4187.

Perryville FBC is seeking a bi-vocational 
music director. Send resumes to pvfb.
church@gmail.com.

First Baptist Church of El Dorado, AR, is 
seeking to hire an associate pastor of wor-
ship. This full-time position is responsible for 
developing and leading a church-wide worship 
ministry, which promotes the development of 
fully devoted followers of Jesus. Interested can-
didates can submit a resume with cover letter by 
mail (200 W. Main El Dorado, AR) or email jona-
than.kelley@fbceldorado.org.

Church for lease. Conveniently located in 
the UALR area. Church has spacious fellowship 
hall. Large sanctuary holds 400 people. Church 
is 8620 Sqft for $3000 a month. What  a great 
deal!! Please contact us to view 615-475-8039.

Abundant Life School (A Ministry of Syl-
van Hills FBC) in Sherwood, AR, is looking for 
a “Head of School.” ALS is a 4k-12th grade 
school with enrollment of 275-300 students. 
Please send resume to: schoolboard@abun-
dantlifeschool.org.

Hospitality House Manager Position: 
HH located McAlester, OK. Seeking house man-
ager (couple preferred and perfect for retired 
pastor). HH provides facility for inmate families 
in correction facilities in McAlester. Volunteer 
position but excellent housing provided. Contact 
Faye Durant (972-765-9717) or Mike Scifres 
(918-617-1504) or email scifresm@gmail.com.

Southside Baptist Church in Hamburg is 
seeking a full-time pastor. Send resume to 
PO Box 446, Hamburg, AR 71646.

Central Baptist Church, Marshall, Texas, 
seeking pastor candidates. Send resumes to 
rrobinette@cbcmarshall.org. Small, downtown 
congregation, affiliated with SBC and BGCT, 
supporting several local ministries, seek-
ing to meet needs and share the gospel with 
surrounding community.

Hatfield First Baptist is prayerfully seek-
ing full-time pastor. Send resumes to 
fbchpsc17@gmail.com or FBC Hatfield, PO Box 
108, Hatfield, AR 71945.

Saint Charles Baptist Church, Saint Charles, 
Ark., is seeking a full-time pastor. Send re-
sume to Pastor Search Committee, PO Box 241, 
Saint Charles, AR 72140.

First Baptist Church of Hayti, Missouri, is 
prayerfully seeking a full-time/bi-voca-
tional pastor who is Bible grounded and 
people oriented for blended worship services. 
Degree from a Southern Baptist seminary is pre-
ferred. Email resumes to: FBCHayti@gmail.com.

First Baptist Church of Maumelle is seeking 
full-time pastor. Please send resume to 
First Baptist Church of Maumelle, ATTN: Pastor 
Search Committee, 100 Valencia Dr., Maumelle, 
AR 72113, or email to: searchcommitteefbcm@
gmail.com.

Floral Baptist Church of Floral, Arkansas, is 
seeking a full-time pastor. Send resumes 
and references to Floral Baptist Church, P.O. Box 
96, Floral, AR 72534.

Cedar Grove Baptist Church of Arka-
delphia is seeking a bi-vocational pas-
tor. Send resumes and references to Cedar 
Grove Baptist Church, 825 Cedar Grove Road, 
Arkadelphia, AR 71923.

STUDENTS: Grace Baptist Church of Rogers, 
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MISCELLANEOUS

Roy F. Lewis, 85, formerly 
of Little Rock, 
died April 7. He 
was a member 
of First Baptist 
Church, Spring-
f ie ld,  Mo. , 
where he served 
as an assistant 

and substitute Sunday school 
teacher. 

Lewis entered the gospel 
ministry in 1955 and was a 
graduate of New Orleans Bap-
tist Theological Seminary in 
New Orleans.

He served as pastor of seven 
churches in Ohio, Georgia 
and Arkansas, including Pleas-
ant Hill Baptist Church, Baux-
ite, and Forest Tower Baptist 
Church, Hensley.

Lewis also served on the 
staff of the Southern Baptist 
Home Mission Board (now 
the North American Mission 

Obituaries Board) in Atlanta, as executive 
director of the Arkansas Bap-
tist Foundation in Little Rock 
and as associational mission-
ary for Central Baptist Associa-
tion in Benton.

Lewis was preceded in 
death by two sisters, a brother 
and two sons. He is survived 
by his wife of 66 years, Betty 
Lewis, a son, six grandchildren 
and four great-grandchildren. 
A memorial service with full 
military honors was held April 
10 at the Missouri Veteran’s 
Cemetery in Springfield, Mo.

Runyan First Baptist 
Church, Jacksonville, will cele-
brate its 50th anniversary at 10 
a.m. Sunday, April 29. A pot-
luck and fellowship will follow 
immediately after the service. 
For more information, call the 
church office at 501-835-3221.

Church life

First Baptist Church, 
Alma, will host a car show 
Sunday, May 27, following 
the 9:30 a.m. worship service. 
For more information, call the 
church office at 479-632-2020 
or visit fbcalma.connect.com.

Master’Singers to tour, evangelize Ukraine
DURING their first trip to 
Ukraine in 2014, the Arkan-
sas Master’Singers performed 
for more than 10,000 people, 
and 4,432 professed faith in 
Christ.

The ensemble, made up of 
Arkansas Baptist music min-
isters, will return to Ukraine 
April 16-27. More than 70 
members of the 200-plus-mem-
ber group will make the trip. 

Texas evangelist Michael 
Gott will once again be preach-
ing during the Master’Singers’ 
scheduled programs.

During their first trip to 
Ukraine the Master’Singers 
performed multiple times in 
one location in Kiev. This year 
the group will be performing 
nine times in eight locations 
throughout the western part of 
the country.

Each scheduled program 
will feature an hour of musi-
cal performance followed by a 
short gospel message and invi-
tation by Gott.

“We are singing in concert 
halls that were designed by (Jo-
seph) Stalin to promote com-
munism, and we are singing 
Jesus over that former commu-
nist stage,” said Larry Grayson, 
music and worship consultant 
for the Arkansas Baptist State 
Convention.

“The Master’Singers who 
participated in the last trip 
returned from that mission 

changed people with a greater 
passion for the lost and for 
leading in their churches for 
the glory of God,” according 
to absc.org.

Several of the Master’
Singers members have met 
Ukrainians working in Arkan-
sas who had heard about the 
group’s 2014 trip, according to 
Grayson.

“What you hear those peo-
ple say over and over is that 
they are so grateful for our 
work in bringing God to them 
and to the people of Ukraine,” 
he said.

The Master’Singers wel-
come prayer support before  
and during their upcom-
ing Ukraine mission trip. 
To download a prayer guide 
visit absc.org/resources/mas-
tersingers-ukraine-mission-
2018-prayer-guide.
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I was recently reading a book on 
prayer in which the author commented 
on the ridiculously comfortable lives 
that most American Christians enjoy 
and how our lifestyles might be affect-
ing our perspective on prayer.

The idea was that most of us live lives 
of zero need and little want. We might 
not always feel like we have it made, but 
compared to the religious persecution, 
political turmoil and/or cultural op-
pression of millions of human beings, 
past and present, 
we have much to 
be thankful for.

But what im-
pact does our 
incredible bless-
edness play on our relationship with 
prayer?

Indeed, one of the reasons that it is 
hard for a rich man to enter the king-
dom of heaven is not because it is a sin 
to be wealthy, but because wealth and 
worldly abundance can trick us into 
thinking we have everything we need, 
when in reality, the only thing that can 
truly satisfy us is a personal relation-
ship with Jesus Christ, our Creator and 
Savior.

There was a lot of talk a few years 
ago about the “1 percent,” the small 
group of the richest Americans who 
possess the vast majority of our coun-
try’s wealth. Political views aside, at 
the time, many protesters and pundits 
alike failed to consider that even many 
working class Americans, while not 
rich in comparison to the wealthiest 
Americans, are among the wealthiest 
people globally.

It’s no surprise that when believers 
experience per-
secution or live 
under tyrannical 
rule that they are 
more likely to pray 
and lean on God.

While many of us living in the Unit-
ed States are blessed with abundance, 
we must be careful not to allow the 
meeting of our physical needs to over-
shadow our spiritual needs. 

According to 2 Corinthians 1:3-14, 
Christ comforts us in all of our afflic-
tions so that we may comfort others.

“And our hope for you is firm, be-
cause we know that as you share in the 
sufferings, so you will also share in the 
comfort” (2 Cor. 1:7).

ous point in history can be a beautiful 
thing when you are attempting to trace 
your ancestry, but it can do a number 
on your attention span and make the 
goal of staying abreast of current events 
feel impossible.

As Christians, we are not called to 
keep up with every new cultural fad or 
political development and will never 
be able to address and solve every in-
justice in the fallen world in which 
we find ourselves, but we are called 

to stand for truth 
when we are con-
victed to do so.

In Esther 2-3, 
Mordecai was 
commanded to 

bow down to Haman by King Ahasu-
erus. He refused to do so, not because 
he was Jewish and believed it would be 
a violation of the second command-
ment (which it would not have been), 
but because Haman was an Amalekite, 
a people who had long opposed the 
God of Israel.

Christians are called to stand up for 
the truth given to us in Scripture. It’s 
not always easy, but like Mordecai did, 
we have God on our side.

Last month Christians around the 
world celebrated the resurrection of 
Jesus on Easter Sunday.

For most believers, Easter is an im-
portant time of meditation on the work 
of Christ on the cross and what it means 
for each person who puts faith in Him.

But a focus on the gospel and work 
of Christ should not be relegated to just 
Easter and Christmas – it should be the 
driving force of our lives.

In 2 Corinthians 4 Paul told the Co-
rinthian believers, 
“For God who said, 
‘Let light shine out 
of darkness,’ has 
shone in our hearts 
to give the light of 
the knowledge of God’s glory in the 
face of Jesus Christ” (2 Cor. 4:6).

This is an amazing statement. Paul 
was saying that the same God Who 
made light shine out of darkness by 
simply speaking has changed the hearts 
of men in order that we might see His 
glory through the face of His Son Jesus 
Christ.

We all get caught up with the mun-
dane day-to-day of life and lose sight of 
the awesome power of God, but pas-
sages like this should serve to ignite our 

passion for the gospel.
Paul was speaking to followers of 

Christ in this passage in an effort to 
encourage them to recognize the power 
of what God has done in sending Jesus.

As Christians, I believe all of us 
should be challenged when we read 
of and recognize the power of Christ. 
It should make us want to do every-
thing in our power to see more people 
experience the salvation that we have 
experienced and point us toward the 

only way that men 
and women can be 
saved – through 
hearing, receiving 
and believing in 
the good news of 

the gospel.
In this life, we will always have to 

battle our sinful nature and the tempta-
tion to lose sight of eternity in favor of 
temporal things, but we can take great 
encouragement from Paul’s inspired 
words, “For our momentary light afflic-
tion is producing for us an absolutely 
incomparable eternal weight of glory. 
So we do not focus on what is seen, but 
on what is unseen. For what is seen is 
temporary, but what is unseen is eter-
nal” (2 Cor. 4:17-18).

In Esther 3, Mordecai, a Jew, refused 
to honor an Amalekite named Haman 
after King Ahasuerus “promoted him 
in rank and gave him a higher position 
than all the other officials” (Esth. 3:1).

Upon finding out about Mordecai’s 
refusal to bow down to him, Haman 
was irate, and after finding out that 
Mordecai was a Jew, he vowed to de-
stroy all the Jews in Ahasuerus’ king-
dom.

After convincing Ahasuerus that 
it was “not in the 
king’s best interest 
to tolerate” (Esth. 
3:8) the Jewish 
people, Ahasuerus 
agreed to accept 375 
tons of silver in exchange for allowing 
Haman authorization to destroy the 
Jews.

In Esther 4, Mordecai heard that 
Haman intended to destroy his people. 
In response to the news he put on sack-
cloth and ashes, went to the middle of 
the city and cried (Esth. 4:1). Sackcloth 
and ashes were a symbol of mourning 
in Jewish culture.

In Esther 2, we read that Esther, a 
Jew, became King Ahasuerus’ queen.  
Later in Esther 4, when she heard of 

the edict to destroy her people she was 
“overcome with fear” (Esth. 4:4).

Through her servant, Mordecai com-
manded Esther to plead with Ahasu-
erus “personally for her people” (Esth. 
4:8). Esther told him anyone who ap-
proached the king without being sum-
moned is subject to the death penalty, 
and that she had not been summoned 
in 30 days.

Mordecai told Esther that she 
should not expect to be spared from 

the edict due to her 
royal status and that 
if she did not stand 
for her people, the 
Jews would be de-
livered some other 

way, but she and her father’s family 
would be destroyed (Esth. 4:13-14).

Esther responded to Mordecai by 
asking him and the Jews of Susa to join 
her and her female slaves in a three day 
fast, following which, she “will go to 
the king even if it is against the law. If I 
perish, I perish” (Esth. 4:16).

Esther chose to stand for the people 
of God in spite of the chance that it 
could cost her her life. I pray each of 
us would have Esther’s courage as we 
attempt to stand for Christ in our lives!

It is hard to take a stand.
If you believe in what you are stand-

ing for, you are likely to experience 
consternation from those who believe 
differently. 

This consternation can lead to ques-
tioning your original perspective, to 
apathy, or at the very least, push you to 
consider the cost of the cause you are 
advocating.

Because we are imperfect people, all 
of us have experienced times in our 
lives where we had 
to decide whether 
we were going to 
stand up or stay 
seated when con-
fronted with diffi-
cult challenges that often put our self-
professed beliefs and ethics to the test.

With the 24-hour cable news cycle 
and constantly updated websites and 
social media pages spewing out seem-
ingly unlimited amounts of informa-
tion, it’s easier than ever to tune out. I 
myself, even as someone who works in 
media, find the barrage of information 
exhausting. 

The fact that there is more informa-
tion available today than at any previ-

Stand with conviction
ESTHER 2:21-3:6 (CSB)
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Enjoying God’s comfort
2 CORINTHIANS 1:3-14 (CSB)

EXPLORE THE BIBLE

Stand down
ESTHER 4:1-3,10-16 (CSB)
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Displaying the gospel
2 CORINTHIANS 4:5-18 (CSB)
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