
Telling the story of Arkansas Baptists since 1901

Arkansas
Baptist

Volume 117, Number 21 October 18, 2018

 Find your next pastor
or staff member here! 

See the ABN classifieds on Page 12.
You can now submit a classified ad via the ABN website at 

arkansasbaptist.org/ads

Turning sunlight
into ‘divine light’ 

Church Building
and Facilities

pages 8-9

Inside:
– ABCHomes restructures Boys Ranch
– IMB appoints 66 missionaries
– Issue 1: Pro-life or human-life measure?
– Ark. DR responds after Hurricane Michael
– Arkansas woman takes on ‘World Race’

See ONE DAY page 11

Sarah Davis
Arkansas Baptist News

TRUMANN – It was a day of 
ministry, missions … and salva-
tions.

About 2,300 Arkansas Bap-
tists of all ages from across the 
state converged on Poinsett 
County Oct. 6 for the annu-
al Acts 1:8 One Day Mission 
Trip sponsored by the Arkan-
sas Baptist State Convention 
(ABSC) and hosted by Trinity 
Baptist Association.

“It was a wonderful day of 
ministry,” said Bob Harper, 
ABSC missions team leader. 
“There were 56 known salva-
tions and countless lives im-
pacted.”

Of the 2,300 Arkansas Bap-
tists participating, 600 volun-
teers were from Poinsett Coun-
ty, according to organizers.

“The community of Poin-
sett had a great experience in 
doing missions in their own 
backyard,” said Harper. “Many 
churches will continue in vari-
ous mission projects in the 
coming days.”

A total of 125 groups and 
churches, representing 80 
towns and cities and 30 asso-
ciations, were involved in the 
event. More than 500 youth 
and children were registered 
as volunteers. 

“The Acts 1:8 One Day 
Mission Trip enables Arkan-
sas Baptists with various spiri-
tual gifts, abilities and talents 
to come together to take on 
various ministries,” said Lyle 
Hern, pastor of South Main 
Baptist Church in Crossett. 
“We came together as the body 
of Christ to impact an entire 
area in one day.”

Hern was one of dozens of 
Arkansas Baptists document-
ing their mission trip experi-

ence, some posting updates on 
social media using the hashtag: 
#onedaypoinsett and #Acts1:8 
during the day.

Ronnie Dye, youth pastor/
worship leader at Maple Grove 
Baptist Church in Trumann, 
said in a Facebook post with 
numerous photos, “FREE 
Medical/Dental Clinic and 
Block Party At The Sports 
Complex with FREE FOOD! 
Come take advantage of this 
opportunity, Trumann!”

Shane Fore, associate pas-
tor of Cornerstone Baptist 
Church in Harrisburg, an-
nounced, “FREE FOOD 
DISTRIBUTION AT FIRST 
BAPTIST HARRISBURG!! 
SPREAD THE WORD!! WE 
ARE HERE UNTIL 2PM.”

David Smith, health servic-
es administrator at East Cen-
tral Community Corrections, 
posted from a site in Lepanto, 
“Anyone that needs medical 
or dental treatment tell them 
to come out to First Baptist 
Church here in Lepanto and 
we’ll get them seen. We have 
nurses, APN’s, and Dentist 
who are ready to help you!!!”

The different ministry proj-
ects included block parties, 
sports camps, prayer walks, car 
washes, jail ministries, yard 
cleanups, home repairs and a 
car show. A “no sale yard sale” 
and free food distribution 
helped those in need in the 
community. Four medical and 
dental clinics saw 106 patients, 
resulting in 93 teeth extracted, 
12 vision screenings and 37 flu 
shots administered. 

“The community was 
blessed because they saw the 
love of Jesus living out from 
His churches,” said Robin 
Foster, associational mission-

Acts 1:8 One Day impacts lives for Christ 

First Baptist Church, Marked Tree’s church sign announces the results of the annual Acts 1:8 One Day Mission Trip held Oct. 6  
in Poinsett County. Photo submitted by Breck Freeman
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ABCHomes restructures 
Harrison Boys Ranch

AAEO tops $61 million  
Stella Prather
ABCHomes

HARRISON – The board 
of trustees of the Arkansas 
Baptist Children’s Homes 
and Family Ministries (AB-
CHomes) voted Sept. 27 to 
rename and restructure the 
agency’s ministry program at 
the Boys Ranch in Harrison.

Beginning Jan. 1, 2019, the 
Arkansas Baptist Boys Ranch 
will be known as the Arkan-
sas Baptist Ranch and will 
include ministry to girls and 
sibling groups. The 400-acre 
ranch will serve children and 
teens who need a place to live, 
children and teens with fam-
ily conflict issues and children 
in need of guidance. Up to 
32 children and teens can be 

cared for in four ranch-style 
homes, where they will live 
with houseparents.

“Over the past several years, 
our staff has noticed a gap 
in services to girls and sib-
ling groups in northwest and 
north central Arkansas,” said 
Charles Flynn, ABCHomes 
program director. “While 
our heart for the ranch is not 
changing, our staff believes 
that providing additional ser-
vices will help reunify and re-
store families in crisis.”

Opening the doors to girls 
and sibling groups marks a sig-
nificant milestone in the histo-
ry of the 29-year-old ranch. Es-
tablished in 1989 and located 
seven miles north of Harrison, 
the Boys Ranch has provided a 
Christ-centered place of safety 

and security for hundreds of 
boys who have grown physical-
ly, emotionally, academically 
and spiritually.

The name change and pro-
gram shift will allow the ranch 
to receive children and sib-
ling groups who are privately 

placed as well as those who are 
placed by the Arkansas Divi-
sion of Children and Family 
Services. Other referrals come 
from churches or concerned 
friends and family members.

Stella Prather is the director of 
communications for ABCHomes.

NEW YORK (BP) – The 
Annie Armstrong Eas-
ter Offering for North 
American Missions broke 
the $60 million mark 
for the first time ever in 
2018, with Southern Bap-
tists giving $61.1 million, 
Kevin Ezell, president of 
the North American Mis-
sion Board (NAMB), an-
nounced. 

“We are so thankful 
to not only break $60 
million but to break $61 
million at the same time,” 
Ezell told trustees. “We 
are indebted to you and to 
your pastors and what an 
incredible thing that is.” 

Ezell delivered the an-
nouncement to trustees 
at their Oct. 1-2 meeting 
in New York City. Church 
planting missionaries, 
NAMB staff and special 
guests were in attendance. 
Ezell walked through pre-
vious record-setting years, 
recounting the victories 
Southern Baptists have 
shared through the years. 

Last year’s record-
breaking offering eclipsed 
a pre-recession high not 
surpassed since 2007. 

Southern Baptist Con-
vention President J.D. 
Greear expressed his ex-
citement and gratitude to 
Southern Baptists. 

“Wow – thank you, 
Southern Baptists, for 
showing what we can do 
together by your record-
setting generosity to the 
North American Mission 
Board,” said Greear.

The missions offer-
ing began in 1895 as a 
result of an initiative of 
the Woman’s Missionary 
Union (WMU). In 1934, 
the offering was renamed 
for Annie Armstrong, an 
ardent missions advocate 
who invested her life lead-
ing the charge to reach 
difficult places with the 
gospel. WMU continues 
to promote the offering 
while partnering with 
NAMB. 

Beginning Jan. 1, 2019, the Arkansas Baptist Boys Ranch will be known as the 
Arkansas Baptist Ranch and will include ministry to girls and sibling groups.

IMB appoints missionaries with Ark. ties
RICHMOND, Va. (BP) – 
Southern Baptists with Ar-
kansas ties were among the 
66 international missionaries 
appointed by the Internation-
al Mission Board (IMB) Sept. 
26 at Grove Avenue Baptist 
Church in Richmond, Va. 

The appointees will be sent 
by their Southern Baptist 
churches to share the gospel in 
eight of IMB’s nine affinities.

Edward and Kathleen 
Hill, whose sending church 
is Northcrest Baptist Church, 
Meridian, Miss., are graduates 
of the University of Arkansas 
in Fayetteville and the Univer-
sity of Arkansas for Medical 
Sciences in Little Rock.

The Hill’s affinity will be 
working among the Sub-Saha-
ran African peoples, according 
to Julie McGowan, IMB public 
relations manager.

Missionaries shared during 
the commissioning service 
how God has woven through-
out their lives a desire to take 
His gospel to people who have 
never heard – and each story 
evidenced God's role for every 
church to take His good news 
to every nation. 

“The Lord has always 
moved my life through sto-
ries,” said Caroline Reel, who 
is being sent by her churches, 
Restoration Church in Wake 
Forest, N.C., and Bullard Cha-
pel Baptist in Tishomingo, 
Okla., to serve among refugee 

peoples in Uganda. “From the 
missionaries’ stories at [Girls 
in Action] camps when I was a 
little girl, to storying through 
the Bible on mission as part 
of my education, stories have 
connected me to God's plan to 
share His life-giving story with 
the nations.”

Stephen and Amy Morgan, 
who are sent by Lakeshore 
Church in New Orleans to Eu-
ropean peoples, said God used 
the 2015 refugee crisis to move 
missions from “a good idea” to 
God's priority in their lives.

“We aren't special,” Amy 
Morgan said. “We feel God's 
hand has been in our educa-
tion and experiences directing 
us toward missional service.” 

Platt’s exhortations
David Platt, whose IMB 

presidency ended the follow-
ing day, welcomed his son, 
Isaiah, 5, to help share the bib-
lical story of Daniel found in 
Daniel 6.

From the Scripture, Platt of-
fered four exhortations to the 
new personnel as they go into 
the world with the good news 
of God's love. Reading from 
the passage, he gave the first 
exhortation: “May your only 
offense be obedience to God's 
Word.” In the story, Platt said, 
other people, were opposed 
to God’s law, but they knew 
Daniel would be obedient to 
God’s law, no matter what it 

cost him.
“Real holiness is risking 

your life for the spread of 
God's kingdom,” Platt said. 
“Offend people with obedi-
ence to God’s Word. Remove 
obstacles to the gospel, but 
don't remove the offense of 
the gospel.”

Second, Platt exhorted: 
“May your deepest joy be 
found and your greatest work 
be done daily on your knees.” 
When told not to pray to any-
one but the king, Daniel decid-
ed, “’You can take my life, but 
you can't take my time with 
the Lord,’” Platt recounted. 
“Live like that. ... God, give us 
this kind of prayer.

“Prayer is more precious to 
him than life,” Platt added. “Is 
prayer more precious to you 
than life?” 

Third, Platt said, “May your 
constant protection be the 
presence of God.” He told 
how Daniel was tossed into 
the lion's den for insisting on 
praying to God, and God de-
livered him. Daniel testified to 
God's protection, saying, “My 
God sent His angel and shut 

the lions’ mouths, and they 
have not harmed me, because 
I was found blameless before 
him" (Daniel 6:22).

“The same God who sent 
His angels to shut the mouths 
of lions is the same God who 
is leading you and is with you 
every step of your journey – the 
same God,” Platt said. “May 
your constant protection be 
the presence of God. … Here's 
the greatest news: Even if none 
of us was here, you would not 
be alone. You have nothing to 
fear, for He is with you.”

Finally, Platt exhorted: 
“May your life cause nations to 
give glory to God. In a world 
of many gods and many kings, 
tell the world there is one God 
of gods and one King of kings. 
This is the point of the story. 
God designs our lives for the 
display of His glory.

“God loves you for the 
sake of His glory among the 
nations,” Platt said. “His love 
is not intended to center on 
us; it is intended to spread 
through us. If we would just 
get that, it would change our 
posture in Christianity today.” 

IN THE 100TH anniver-
sary since Southern Baptists 
named their global mis-
sions offering in honor of 
esteemed missionary Lottie 

Moon, churches gave $158.9 
million to sustain their inter-
national missionaries world-
wide – the second-highest 
ever received. – Baptist Press

$158.9 million given to Lottie Moon offering
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LITTLE ROCK – Nov. 1 
is the deadline for nomi-
nations for the third an-
nual Arkansas Baptist News 
(ABN) Business Leader 
of the Year, and it’s up to 
ABN readers to nominate 
a businessman or business-
woman they feel is worthy 
of consideration.

“The ABN wants to 
bring attention to Arkan-
sas Baptists who are mak-
ing a difference for Christ 
in the lives of others and 
through their businesses 
and in the marketplace,” 
said Tim Yarbrough, ABN 
editor/executive director.

Past recipients are John 
David Neeley, president 
of Neeley Forestry Service 
in Camden, in 2017, and 
Jim Gillis, owner of Gillis 
Inc., a construction com-
pany located in Jonesboro, 
in 2016.

Candidates should be 
a resident of Arkansas, a 
member of an Arkansas 
Southern Baptist church 
and actively involved in 
ministry in his or her 
church and in other areas.

To nominate someone, 
please include the follow-
ing: 1) name, phone num-
ber, email and church 
membership of the sub-
mitter; 2) name, phone 
number, email and church 
membership of the can-
didate, and 3) a 200-400 
word essay explaining why 
the candidate should be 
considered for Arkansas 
Baptist Business Leader 
of the Year, including the 
impact he or she makes in 
the business world, as well 
as his or her involvement 
in church/ministries/mis-
sions.

Submissions must be 
received on or before Nov. 
1, and may be emailed to 
to tim@arkansasbaptist.
org or mailed to Arkansas 
Baptist Business Leader 
of the Year, Arkansas Bap-
tist News, 10 Remington 
Drive, Little Rock, AR 
72204.

Digest
Stories of interest 

to Arkansas Baptists 

For more ABN Digest, go to 
arkansasbaptist.org/abn-digest

Baptist business leader 
nominations due Nov. 1

Issue 1: Pro-life or human-life measure?

Hurricane Michael devastates Fla. coast
MEXICO BEACH, Fla. – Ar-
kansas Baptist disaster relief 
(DR) teams are set to partner 
with Oklahoma DR teams in 
deploying to the Florida pan-
handle after the third strongest 
hurricane in recorded U.S. his-
tory made landfall there Oct. 
10.

Hurricane Michael hit the 
Florida coast with near Cate-
gory 5 sustained wind speeds, 
destroying Mexico Beach, 
Panama City and other nearby 
towns.

“The damage in 12 county 
areas has been devastating,” 
said Delton Beall, state direc-
tor of Florida Baptist DR. “Bay 
County has received the brunt 
of it. We are planning and 
staging a response, but Florida 
is still in a search and rescue 
phase. We continue to ask for 
Southern Baptists’ prayers.”

At press time, search and 
rescue teams were going 
door-to-door in the hard-
est hit counties, and South-
ern Baptist DR teams will 

not be allowed in until that  
process is complete.

In Alabama and Georgia, 
around 150,000 residents are 
without power. SBDR teams 
in those states identified po-
tential locations in Dothan, 
Ala.; Bainbridge, Donalson-
ville and Albany, Ga., as of 
press time. South Carolina 
and North Carolina, still re-
covering from Hurricane Flor-
ence, saw Michael roll through 
as a tropical storm.

The Northwest Baptist As-
sociation chainsaw team de-
ployed to Alabama Oct. 13.

Michelle Burton, of the Ar-
kansas Baptist State Conven-
tion (ABSC) missions team, 
said Arkansas and Oklahoma 
Baptist DR teams are setting 
up their base of operations in 
Panama City, Fla.

The Arkansas response 
to Panama City will include 
the Arkansas River Valley 
and Delta chainsaw teams, 
the ABSC skid steer and the 
Mt. Zion Baptist Association 

and Corners Chapel Bap-
tist Church shower/laundry 
teams.

Oklahoma Baptist DR 
teams will provide their feed-
ing unit and the ABSC will 
provide the first meals that are 
served. The Oklahoma DR 
feeding unit will be relieved 
by Arkansas’ Red River feed-
ing team. Arkansas and Okla-
homa volunteers will alternate 
deployments each week, ac-
cording to Burton.

American Red Cross has 
asked SBDR to prepare to 
serve up to 30,000 meals a 

day. SBDR teams reported 
more than 2,000 volunteers 
are ready to go and serve with 
recovery and feeding units. 
Sixteen SBDR kitchens from 
11 different Baptist state di-
saster relief teams are avail-
able. Those kitchens have the 
capacity to serve more than  
200,000 meals per day if need-
ed.

Story compiled with Baptist 
Press and Arkansas Baptist News 
reports. For more information and 
updates regarding the Arkansas 
Baptist DR response visit absc.
org/drresponse#updates.

Page

Editor’s Note: As of press time, 
Issue 1 had been disqualified from 
the November ballot. The disquali-
fication is currently under appeal 
to the Arkansas Supreme Court. 
A decision is expected this month.

AS ARKANSAS VOTERS 
head to the polls in early No-
vember, one measure likely 
to be voted on will be Issue 1, 
commonly referred to as tort 
reform. If passed, 
Issue 1 will put maxi-
mum caps on attor-
neys’ fees, punitive 
damages and non-
economic damages 
in civil lawsuits in 
personal injury and 
wrongful death cases. 
Issue 1 also will grant 
to the legislature the 
authority to deter-
mine certain rules and stan-
dards dealing with pleading, 
practice and procedures for 
the state’s courts. 

In Arkansas Baptist News 
(ABN) Podcast 89, host Bill 
Bumpas interviews Larry Page, 
executive director of the Ar-
kansas Faith and Ethics Coun-
cil, and Jerry Cox, president 
and founder of the Family 
Council, regarding Issue 1 and 
why Christians should careful-

ly consider their support for or 
opposition to the measure.

Cox opened his remarks by 
characterizing Issue 1 as “bad 
tort reform.” He explained 
that the measure is designed 
“to shield corporate nursing 
homes, large trucking com-
panies, other businesses and 
corporations … from lawsuits 
even when they’ve done some-
thing that’s seriously wrong 

like cause a death or 
a serious injury.

“The loser in this 
would be the little 
man who needs to 
go to court to obtain 
justice. We say it puts 
a price tag on human 
life. As Christians, we 
need to be concerned 
about (this issue),” 
said Cox. 

While Page said he has not 
and will not take a public posi-
tion on Issue 1, he emphasized 
that, from his perspective, the 
measure is not a pro-life issue, 
as it has been characterized by 
some of its opponents. 

“I feel like the pro-life man-
tle is way too valuable and im-
portant for us to begin giving 
it an expansive meaning that 
covers virtually anything that 
touches on quality of life,” 

Page said.
“I resent the fact that the 

pro-life position has been hi-
jacked by a side that is using it 
as a means to argue over attor-
neys’ fees and hospitals’ profit 
margins.” 

Using the term pro-life, 
Page said, “is a rhetorical de-
vice,” with the purpose being 
“to elicit an emotional, visceral 
knee-jerk reaction.  …  It’s a hy-
perbolic way to arouse 
passions.” Such emo-
tion, he believes, 
causes a person to “by-
pass what should be a 
rational consideration 
of the issue.” 

Page further stated 
that for opponents of 
Issue 1 to use the pro-
life mantle in their 
opposition arguments 
“is to implicitly label support-
ers of Issue 1 as pro-death. 
That kind of implied slur has 
no place in this matter. There 
are good people on both sides 
of this issue.”

In response, Cox said, “Just 
to not get bogged down in that 
debate about whether it’s a 
pro-life issue or not, I would 
say it’s a human-life issue,” be-
cause the issue can determine 
the quality of life for “some of 

the most vulnerable people in 
our society.” He later added, 
“I’ve never heard anyone make 
that accusation” of Issue 1 sup-
porters being pro-death. 

Quibbling over the use of 
the term pro-life or human-life 
is not going to change “what 
Issue 1 is … and what Issue 1 
does,” Cox said.  

“The Bible is very clear,” 
Cox added, “in Proverbs 

22:22-23, which says 
(paraphrased), ‘Do 
not take advantage 
of the poor just be-
cause you can.’ That 
is a verse we all need 
to take to heart. We 
have an obligation as 
Christians to be for 
whatever will be good 
for ‘the least of these.’ 
If we are, then I think 

it will be good for the rest of 
us as well.”

Whether Issue 1 is consid-
ered as a pro-life issue or a 
human-life issue, Page urged 
all Arkansas Baptists to study 
Issue 1 carefully from a bib-
lical perspective and vote 
based on that foundation of  
knowledge.

To listen to ABN Podcast 89 
in its entirety, visit arkansasbap-
tist.org/podcast.

Cox

Hurricane Michael caused extensive damage to a number of churches in Florida, 
including First Baptist Church in Port St. Joe. Baptist Press photo
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Editorial&Opinion “Always be prepared to give an answer 
to everyone who asks you to give the 

reason for the hope that you have...”

 1 Peter 3:15 (NIV)

Express appreciation for your pastor
to Jonesboro, where my father 
and mother were the new 
owners of the local Mayflower 
Moving and Storage fran-
chise.

To this day my mother still 
references the 
fact that Bro. 
Don expressed 
amazement 
upon visiting 
our home, 
remarking that 

she “already had hung all of 
our family pictures and put all 
of the moving boxes away.”

It was during revival ser-
vices at Walnut Street Bap-
tist Church when I walked 
forward and gave my life to 
Christ and was baptized by 
Bro. Don at the church’s orig-

Y ou may not know this, 
but Don Moore – yes, 

that Don Moore – was my 
first pastor.

Don Moore: the former 
Arkansas Baptist pastor, for-
mer executive 
director of 
the Arkansas 
Baptist State 
Convention, 
and preemi-
nent Baptist 
statesman.

That being the case, 
naturally I have always had a 
rather high bar when it comes 
to pastors.

“Bro. Don,” as my parents 
referred to him, was in our 
home within a week or so 
after our family’s relocation 

Cartoon by Gary Thomas

Pressing On
Tim Yarbrough
Phil. 3:14

inal Walnut Street location.
It was while our family were 

members of Walnut Street 
that my brother, Mike, nearly 
died from appendicitis and 
that I had surgery for a kidney 
infection. Our pastor, Bro. 
Don, was always there to pray 
for our restoration and heal-
ing.

I know nearly everyone 
reading this column has just 
as many, if not more, wonder-
ful stories of their current or 
former pastor than they can 
recount.

The bottom line is that 
your pastor is a special person 
with a unique call on his life 
to preach, teach, pray and 
love his flock.

A pastor is there during the 

highs and lows of our lives, 
praying for us at times when 
we don’t even think we need 
it.

They marry us and bury us, 
all while preparing for their 
next sermon.

The work of a pastor has 
never been easy, but it is 
perhaps more difficult today 
than ever in the past 50 years 
because of all the cultural and 
social upheaval that our coun-
try has experienced.

The ministry of the Church 
is changing, but sometimes 
not fast enough to counteract 
these forces, which keep many 
clergy up at night.

Consider doing something 
special for your pastor during 
the month of October that 

may be out of the ordinary or 
even a bit unexpected.

But don’t stop there. Our 
pastors should garner our 
encouragement every week of 
the year as they deal with the 
sometimes mundane and rou-
tine work of the Church. 

Text your pastor following 
his sermon. Give him a quick 
phone call, just to say that 
you appreciate him. Drop by 
the church unexpectedly and 
offer to take him to lunch.

But perhaps most of all, 
pray for him and support 
him in his efforts to lead your 
church to storm the gates of 
hell. That’s what he’ll appreci-
ate the most!

Tim Yarbrough is editor/ 
executive director of the ABN.
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Letter to the Editor

Evolution’s false thesis

It is important to remember 
that death did not come into 
the world until the Fall. This 
is according to Romans 5:12. 

Therefore, evolution’s primary 
thesis is in direct conflict with 
the biblical revelation.

Bill Chambers
Newport 
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M ost of our readers probably had moments when, 
looking at and observing the beauty and grandeur 

of nature, you exclaim: How can people not believe in a 
God when seeing this? That sense of belief is the motiva-
tion behind one of the most popular arguments for the 
existence of God.  

With the third and final argument for God’s existence, 
I’d like to discuss the “fine-tuning” argument. 

The universe certainly appears fine-tuned, but is it? 
We generally have three different options when thinking 
about the origins of life in this universe: The universe is a 
product of necessity, chance or design. Let’s take each of 
these in turn.

Claiming that the 
universe is a product of 
necessity means that the 
universe must be here; it 
couldn’t have been oth-
erwise. But that doesn’t 

seem right. As I discussed in my last column, the universe 
is a dependent thing; it doesn’t exist because it must. 
Further, there is no compelling reason to think that the 
universe is here out of necessity. Generally speaking, no 
scientist or philosopher sees the universe as necessary. So 
this explanation will not work. 

What about chance? Is the universe a product of chance? 
To answer this question, let’s explore some conditions 
for life. The philosopher, Robin Collins, submits some 
important factors that are needed for life to exist in the 
universe. He writes, if the conditions that brought about 
the universe differed in strength as little as “one part in 10 
to the 60th power, the universe would have either quickly 
collapsed back on itself, or expanded too rapidly for stars 
to form. In either case, life would be impossible. This can 
be compared to firing a bullet at a one-inch target on the 
other side of the observable universe, twenty-billion light 
years away, and hitting the target.” Clearly, this is a highly 
unlikely shot – one that just doesn’t seem to take place by 
mere chance.  

Collins also writes, “Calculations by Brandon Carter 
show that if gravity had been stronger or weaker by one 
part in 10 to the 40th power, then life-sustaining stars like 
the sun could not exist. This would most likely make life 
impossible.” So given just a minor variance in gravitational 
pull, life could not exist. 

Just these two points alone make it seem that it is highly 
unlikely that life came about by mere chance. But there are 
many more factors needed for life to exist, so when every-
thing is factored in, it just seems almost impossible for the 
universe to come about by mere chance. 

Well, what about some intelligent designer? As noted 
above, the conditions for life are extremely precise. If such 
conditions deviate from a proper environment just a frac-
tion, life is impossible. Given that the parameters for life 
are so narrow, the best explanation for life as we know it is 
some kind of intelligent designer. Granted, this does not 
prove that the creator is the Christian God, but it gets us 
going in the right direction. And it is comforting to the 
Christian to know that a belief in an almighty Creator 
isn’t an irrational leap into the dark; it is a rational belief 
that makes a lot of sense.  

Chad Meeks is associate pastor of youth and discipleship at 
Cedar Heights Baptist Church in North Little Rock.

Deep Waters
Chad Meeks

The ‘fine-tuning’ argument
our great God has blessed 
our agencies and institutions 
this past year. We will elect 
officers and make decisions 
related to our cooperative 
missions effort.

John McCallum, president 
of the ABSC 
Pastors’ Con-
ference, and 
other officers 
have prepared 
an incred-

ible Pastors’ Conference for 
Monday, Oct. 22. You will 
not want to miss this power-
ful time of encouragement. In 
addition, Greg Sykes, ABSC 
president, and the other con-
vention officers have prepared 

Celebration time!

Come and see where the $ goes

T he time for the Ar-
kansas Baptist State 

Convention (ABSC) Annual 
Meeting is upon us! 

On Oct. 22-24 hundreds 
of members of our Arkansas 
Baptist family will descend on 
our gracious 
host church, 
Central Bap-
tist Church, 
Jonesboro, for 
our annual 
gathering. 

We will celebrate the king-
dom work that has been ac-
complished through our Co-
operative Program and Dixie 
Jackson State Missions Of-
fering. We will celebrate how 

H opefully, you’ve locked 
in your plans to attend 

this year’s annual meeting of 
the Arkansas Baptist State 
Convention (ABSC). But, if 
not, let me give you one more 
good reason: money.

Yes, money. Money makes 
the world go round, right? 
Now, I’m not saying that’s the 
way it should 
be – but I am 
saying that’s 
the way it is, 
and we all 
know it. And 
money is im-
portant to the SBC, and to 
the ABSC, and to every local 
church, and, to be honest, to 
you and me.

A good reason to attend 
the annual meeting is to learn 
where all the money is going. 
Our church gives to Coop-
erative Program causes, and 
I always feel a stewardship 
responsibility to know where 
and how the money is spent.

To be frank, a portion of 
the annual meeting feels like 
a shareholder’s meeting – and 
it should. If you’re paying at-
tention, you’re going to hear a 
systematic accounting for how 
every agency and institution 

in the convention have used 
their portion of CP funds . . . 
and you’ll learn the dividends 
(i.e., spiritual fruit) that such 
investments have borne.

Now, you may say this 
sounds like banker talk, but 
I make no apologies for the 
illustration I’m drawing. 
Most church fights seem to be 

about money, 
so the money 
matters, es-
pecially in a 
world that is 
increasingly 
miserly when 

it comes to giving to chari-
table causes. Even the world 
is watching our giving and 
considers it a fair test of our 
spirituality.

According to nonprofit-
source.com, Christians today 
actually give at a lesser rate 
than during the Great De-
pression. Now, the average 
Christian gives 2.5 percent of 
personal income; during the 
Great Depression, amazingly, 
it was 3.3 percent. The aver-
age giving today of adults who 
attend Protestant churches in 
America is about $17 a week, 
while 37 percent of regular 
church attendees and Evan-

gelicals don’t give any money 
to church.

But do you know how to 
solve this giving decline? I 
don’t think it’s reaffirming 
the Scriptures (not that that’s 
ever a bad idea), since I don’t 
think Baptist churches have 
changed their tune on giv-
ing since the Depression era. 
No – the secret to turning 
around the giving decline 
is giving people compelling 
God-ordained reasons to give 
and great return on their in-
vestments.

Churches that don’t have 
financial problems tend to 
focus on the things that mat-
ter – missions, evangelism, 
discipleship – and people 
respond generously. If you’ll 
come to the annual meeting, 
you’ll get firsthand reports 
that the ABSC is doing the 
same thing – focusing on 
missions, evangelism and 
discipleship. I think you’ll 
leave feeling compelled to 
give more to the CP because 
money matters, and the CP is 
a worthy investment.

Greg Sykes is pastor of First 
Baptist Church in Russellville 
and president of the Arkansas 
Baptist State Convention.

a fantastic program for the an-
nual meeting.

The Monday night after-
party, The Link: Celebrate 
with Arkansas Baptists, will 
be hosted by our agencies 
and institutions and will be a 
wonderful time of fellowship. 
Tuesday evening will be an-
other powerful time featuring 
a Master’Singers concert and 
a commissioning service.  

Please come dressed in-
formally, and be prepared to 
hug, laugh, cry and be moti-
vated to greater levels of com-
mitment and service to God. 

J.D. “Sonny” Tucker is execu-
tive director of the Arkansas Bap-
tist State Convention.

Executive 
Directions
Sonny Tucker

President’s 
Perspective
Greg Sykes
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Arkansas woman takes on ‘World Race’
Sarah Davis
Arkansas Baptist News

CABOT – While many young 
adults may be unsure of what 
their future will look like, a 
22-year-old woman from Cabot 
says she has it figured out. 

“My plan for my career is 
simply to follow the Lord’s 
will,” Sammiera Long states 
confidently.

Born and raised in Port-
land, Ore., Long spent the first 
15 years of her life in a diverse 
and lost city. 

“It ended up being a bless-
ing in challenging my faith 
and strengthening my belief 
in Christ,” said Long. “I think 
there is something about ad-
versity and courage that really 
presses a person to stand firm 
in what they believe.”

Her family had an interest-
ing cultural dynamic; Long’s 
grandmother was a Christian 
Palestinian immigrant. Long 
was immersed in Arabic tra-
dition while being raised in a 
Christian household. 

“As a child, the desires in 
my heart have always been 
for people and serving others. 
I became a Christian when I 
was 13 years old,” said Long. 
“As soon as I understood what 
it was like to have a personal 
relationship with my Savior, I 
became deeply burdened and 
broken over the billions of 
people on earth who don’t get 
to feel the love that can only 
come from Him.”

After moving to Arkansas 
and settling into Mount Car-
mel Baptist Church in Cabot, 
Long felt God call her to a life 
of ministry and missions. 

“It was at this church that 
the Lord used leaders who re-
ally poured into my life and en-

couraged me to know God in a 
more intimate way. From that 
moment on, my driven nature 
was 100 percent focused on 
waiting on the Lord’s calling 
and direction as well as prepa-
ration for the call,” said Long.

Long partnered with her 
church and the International 
Mission Board for her first 
international mission trip to 
Dresden, Germany. She has 
also participated in several 
mission trips to Ecuador. She 
has worked with International 
Church Planters and helped 
develop a children’s disciple-
ship program in Ecuador. 

While studying for a Bach-
elor of Arts in Intercultural 
Studies degree at the Univer-
sity of Mobile in Mobile, Ala., 
Long volunteered with Friends 
of Internationals, which al-
lowed her to engage with and 
invest in international stu-
dents on campus. She also vol-
unteered with Dwell Mobile, 
which met needs of refugees 
in Mobile. Long worked as the 
missions director at Hope of 
the Nations, an international 
church in Mobile, and dis-
cipled women and children 
through Muslim Background 
Believers (MBB). 

Now that she has graduat-
ed, Long is looking forward to 
her next adventure: the World 
Race.

Organized by Adventure in 
Missions, the World Race is an 
11-month mission trip to 11 
countries. It is geared toward 
young people with a call to 
spread the love of Jesus around 
the world. 

A group of 40 people 
will accompany Long into 
Colombia, Ecuador, Peru, 
India, Nepal, Uganda, 
Rwanda, Kenya, Ethiopia,  

Romania and Portugal. 
In each country, the group 

will be organized into smaller 
groups to help one of the 600 
missionaries and ministries 
Adventure in Missions part-
ners with.

“The World Race requires 
fluidity and willingness to 
jump in and serve wherever 
necessary,” said Long. “In the 
effort to value the work of the 
Holy Spirit and the current 
needs of the ministry request-
ing that we come, we don’t 
know what we will be doing in 
each place until we arrive. We 
want our local leaders to meet 
us and understand our gifts 
and abilities before they place 
us on different tasks.”

Past tasks range from teach-
ing English, leading disciple-
ship classes, building and 
construction work, hosting a 
vacation Bible school, working 
with widows and orphans, and 

witnessing door-to-door.
Long and her teammates 

will participate in two weeks of 
training at the end of October 
to help them prepare mentally, 
physically and spiritually for 
their trip that begins in Janu-
ary 2019. 

While Long has high expec-
tations for her adventure, she 
is more excited about her own 
spiritual growth that will occur 
during her year abroad.

“I believe that in life we are 
always in a specific season of 
life that God is using to sanc-
tify you and draw you nearer 
to Him,” said Long. “I know 
this next season on the World 
Race is going to be incredible 
because I have peace that the 
Lord has called me on this 
journey. I am therefore walk-
ing in obedience, which always 
contains unimaginable bless-
ings and growth.”

Once Long returns from the 

From left, Sammiera Long, her grandmother, mother and younger sister pose in Jerusalem, Israel, while visiting family. Long’s 
grandmother was born and raised in Jerusalem. 

World Race, she plans to get a 
master’s degree in business ad-
ministration and use business 
as a means to be self-sustain-
able on the mission field. 

Long also has plans to start 
a “missions-oriented” cof-
fee shop in America with its 
main purpose and business 
model geared toward ministry 
partnership in the local com-
munity as well as providing a 
means for Long to do missions 
abroad without fundraising. 

Once the coffee shop is 
autonomous, she will partner 
with whatever ministry the 
Lord leads her to. Her desire 
is to work alongside MBB, 
women in the Middle East or 
with a refugee organization.

For more information on 
Long’s World Race adven-
ture, visit sammieralong.the 
worldrace.org/.

Contact Sarah Davis at 
sarah@arkansasbaptist.org.

Sammiera Long with Miguel in El Tambo, Ecuador, at the International Church Planters’  
building. 
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By Janet Addison

T he New Testament re-
cords several examples 

of ministers who were blessed 

by their people.  
Paul especially wrote thank 

you letters of appreciation 
throughout his ministry to 
specific people who blessed 

him with tangible, practical 
gifts as well as those who of-
fered spiritual encouragement 
and prayers. He even made 
special requests for things 

he needed, like scrolls and a 
cloak, because congregations 
were faithful to support him 
and his work. 

In our 20 years of service to 
various churches, my husband 
and I have found the same 
principles to be true. For ex-
ample, whenever my husband 
mentioned his love for Oreos 
from the pulpit, people would 
drop by his office the next 
week with bags of his favorite 
cookies. I never understood 
why he couldn’t mention – 
just once! – Cheez-Its, which 
are my preferred snack. When 
church members ex-
press their gratitude 
toward a pastor and 
his family, even on an 
Oreo level, that’s liv-
ing out Scripture!  

Small treats send 
your pastor a message 
that he’s loved, but 
sometimes a gesture 
of appreciation should be on 
a grander scale. God’s Word 
says, “Let him who is taught 
in the Word share all good 
things with him who teaches” 
(Gal. 6:6, MEV), so here 
are some good things to try 
as you “acknowledge those 
who labor among you” and 
“esteem them very highly in 
love for their work’s sake” (1 
Thess. 5:12-13, MEV).

Appreciate your pastor by 
being a good church mem-
ber. Being a shepherd leader 
can be hard when the sheep 
don’t follow. A pastor spends 
much time praying for God’s 
direction for his church fam-
ily and will be thankful for 
people who are also praying 
for vision and confirmation. 
Supporting a new plan is also 
easier when you’ve prayed 
over it.

All believers should be 
kingdom builders, so actively 
share the gospel in your cor-
ner of the world. Too many 
people are hurting because 
they don’t know Jesus or they 
need to be discipled. The 
preacher can’t reach every-
one in your community by 
himself, so look for ways you 
can partner with him in min-
istry. Support his efforts to 
grow and maintain a healthy 
church. My husband feels 
more blessed when someone 
calls him with thoughtful so-
lutions to a problem instead 
of just complaints.

Appreciate your pastor by 
being a good friend. Each 

time God moved us to a dif-
ferent area of ministry, He 
raised up specific women 
who deliberately chose to be 
my friend. These ladies loved 
on our children, shared their 
tomatoes, helped me decorate 
the house, and scheduled 
lunch dates. They knew me as 
a person, beyond the role of 
pastor’s wife, and we remain 
friends after our time at their 
church ended. 

As a pastor’s family, we 
never expect special treat-
ment, but it is deeply mean-
ingful when people acknowl-

edge the unique chal-
lenges of our position 
and the sacrifices we 
choose to make for 
the sake of the gospel 
and the church. For 
example, consider all 
the Valentine’s Day, 
Mother’s Day, Fa-
ther’s Day, Easter and 

Christmas celebrations your 
pastoral staff sacrifices be-
cause of special church events. 
We rarely get to share those 
family-focused holidays with 
our parents or loved ones and 
usually end up at home alone. 
Our children have stayed 
later than everyone else after 
Christmas Eve services to 
help snuff out candles before 
we could go home and open 
presents.  

Though cell phones and 
social media provide constant 
access to each other, we ap-
preciate church members 
who have reasonable expecta-
tions for my husband’s time 
and mental energy. Let your 
pastor be a cheering dad at 
his kids’ ballgames or a great 
date when he takes his wife to 
dinner, and save the church 
talk for later. You can also be 
a good friend to your pastor 
by being kind, tenderhearted 
and forgiving. 

Appreciate your pastor by 
being a good student. My 
pastor husband says the best 
ways a church can appreci-
ate him are to love his fam-
ily and to listen to him. His 
favorite compliments are not, 
“That was a great sermon, 
preacher!” He would much 
rather hear these: “Let me 
tell you about the guy at work 
I’m witnessing to…” and “I 
have a question about a pas-
sage I read in my quiet time 
last week…” and “God really 

Addison

‘Do good to those who are of the household of faith’

See DO GOOD page 13
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Thank you Arkansas 
Churches, for 40 years 
of trust and support!

(Wholesale church pricing)

Grands, verticals 
and digital pianos

BUILDING DEDICATION – Hundreds gathered Thursday, Sept. 27, for the dedication of the newly renovated Berry-Peeples Bible Building on the campus of Ouachita 
Baptist University in Arkadelphia. The renovation included the addition of the Horne Center for Biblical Preaching, named in honor of Rex M. Horne, Jr., former president of 
Ouachita, pastor of Immanuel Baptist Church, Little Rock, and president of the Arkansas Baptist State Convention. Photo by Josie Pringle

ARKADELPHIA – Hun-
dreds gathered on the cam-
pus of Ouachita Baptist Uni-
versity,  during the school’s 
homecoming week, Sept. 27, 
for the dedication of the re-
cently renovated and newly 
named Berry-Peeples Bible  
Building.

The building, formerly 
known as the Berry Bible 
Building, was originally 
built under the leadership of 
Ouachita’s 11th president, 
Ralph A. Phelps, Jr., in 1962 
and houses the Pruet School 
of Christian Studies and Berry 
Chapel, which serves not only 
as a classroom, but also a place 
for students to worship during 
Campus Ministry’s Noonday 
and Veritas. 

In September 2017, Ouachi-
ta’s Board of Trustees an-
nounced that the fundraising 
was complete for the $2 mil-
lion renovation. Construction 
began in January 2018. 

The building renovation 
included the addition of the 
Horne Center for Biblical 
Preaching, a state-of-the-art 
preaching lab named after Rex 
M. Horne, Jr., Ouachita’s 15th 
president. Classrooms and of-
fices were also updated, and 
central air was installed.

Ouachita dedicates 
Berry-Peeples Building
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Soos Stained Glass turns sunlight into ‘divine light’
Caleb Yarbrough
Arkansas Baptist News

NORTH LITTLE ROCK – As 
the sun’s rays stream through 
the stained glass windows of 
churches across Arkansas, sun-
light is transformed into divine 
light – brilliantly illuminating 
biblical scenes.

Stained glass windows, as 
we know them today, first de-
veloped in the Middle Ages. 
Originating in Europe, the art 
form has changed little over 
the past millennia.

The traditional method for 
constructing stained glass win-
dows, which has been used for 

the past 1,000 years, includes 
cutting individual pieces of 
glass, which are then held to-
gether by a metal and/or wood 
frame. Because of the soft con-
sistency of the glass, strips of 
lead are used to hold together 
each individual piece of glass 
inside the frame. 

The coloring of stained 
glass windows is produced 
through a process that adds 
metallic salts to the glass and 
then fires it in a kiln to bond 
the mixture. More intricate de-
signs, including those of bib-
lical figures, require multiple 
processes of painting and shad-
ing, as well as multiple firings 

in a kiln, to complete.
Soos Stained Glass, an Ar-

kansas-licensed and insured 
contractor, has been design-
ing, fabricating and restoring 
high quality stained glass win-
dows for nearly 40 years, en-
suring that the art form stays 
alive and well in Arkansas, 
and beyond, for generations 
to come.

From adorning the Ar-
kansas State Capitol dome 
as well as bathhouses in Hot 
Springs to relocating the origi-
nal stained glass windows and 
producing new ones for Im-
manuel Baptist Church, Little  
Rock, Soos Stained Glass has 
made a visual impact in Arkan-
sas. 

The company has also pro-
duced substantial work out-
side of the state, including a 
massive project for a Florida 
church, which included the 
design, fabrication and instal-
lation of more than 6,000 
square feet of stained glass 
windows. 

According to its website, 
Soos Stained Glass strives to 
“fabricate each piece with the 
goal of insuring its survival 
and enjoyment for generations 
to come.” In addition to the 
traditional lead-based stained 
glass windows, Soos Stained 

Glass also offers more mod-
ern stained glass techniques, 
including laminate techniques 
that provide a more modern 
look while maintaining strong 
structural integrity and compli-
ance with building codes.

Beyond its work with 
churches and other historic 
buildings, Soos Stained Glass 
does residential stained and 
non-stained glass services, 
including windows for bath-
rooms, doors and more.

Soos Stained Glass was 
founded by David Soos, a na-
tive of Cleveland, Ohio, who 
relocated to central Arkansas 
for his Air Force enlistment 
during the Vietnam War from 
1968-72. While stationed at 
Little Rock Air Force Base, 
Soos spent most of his free 
time taking classes at the Ar-
kansas Art Center. He credits 
his study of glassblowing as 
the catalyst for his interest in 
stained glass.

Following his discharge 
from the Air Force, Soos 
moved back to Cleveland, 
where he took additional 
classes at a local stained glass 
studio. After returning to Ar-
kansas in 1974, he was a self-
employed stained glass artist 
for a year before taking a job 
at a local stained glass stu-
dio and eventually opening 
his own studio, Soos Stained  

Glass, in 1979.
Jonathan Soos, David’s son, 

was born into the stained glass 
business and currently serves 
as general manager of Soos 
Stained Glass.

On a walk through Soos 
Stained Glass’ 5,000-square-
foot studio and storefront 
in North Little Rock, which 
includes a huge inventory 
of both foreign and domes-
tic, vintage and modern, 
stained glass used to create 
new pieces and to restore ex-
isting stained glass windows, 
Jonathan highlighted the 
business’ workspace and its  
employees’ shared passion for 
their craft.

While elaborate stained 
glass windows can require 
painstaking amounts of time 
to design and produce, and are 
not the least expensive window 
option, Jonathan believes they 
are worth the effort and finan-
cial commitment.

“It’s a tradition that goes 
back hundreds of years for 
churches to have stained glass 
windows,” said Jonathan. 
“They turn sunlight into art 
basically.”

And into divine light.
For more information on 

Soos Stained Glass, visit sooss-
tainedglass.com.

Contact Caleb Yarbrough at 
caleb@arkansasbaptist.org.
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Sam Moore Evangelistic Ministries
479-381-1170, 

sam@evangelistsammoore.com

Sam Moore is a vocational evangelist 
and a native of Arkansas. He has the 
gift of an evangelist and the heart of 
a pastor. He is available for Revivals, 
Crusades, Harvest Days and Witness 
Training. Now scheduling for 2018-19.

www.evangelistsammoore.com

225 attend BCM Fall Retreat at Camp Siloam 

Students from 20 different collegiate ministries across Arkansas and Oklahoma 
compete in a volleyball tournament at the Baptist Collegiate Ministry Fall Retreat 
Sept. 21-23 at Camp Siloam. More than 225 attended.

Mica Walter
Special to the ABN

SILOAM SPRINGS – Wor-
ship and fellowship highlight-
ed the 2018 Collegiate Fall Re-
treat held Sept. 21-23 at Camp 
Siloam. 

In all, 225 students from 
20 collegiate ministries across 
Arkansas and Oklahoma at-
tended the event, which con-
sisted of three main sessions.  
Worship was led by Jonah 
Bynum, and Zach Gryder 
preached. 

Amanda Coburn, a mem-
ber of Woodland Heights Bap-
tist Church in Conway, said 
she heard God’s truth during 
the retreat and felt led to apply 
it to her life. 

“I am really convicted be-
cause I know what the Lord 
wants me to do; I just have to 
do it,” Coburn said. “There 
are people the Lord has placed 
in my life that I know I need to 
share Jesus with.” 

Students learned about how 
to share Christ effectively in 
the breakout session, Faith in 
the Workplace. Other sessions 
included Finding Joy in Life’s 
Disappointments, Time Man-
agement and Spiritual Disci-
plines, among others.    

Attendees said the weekend 
retreat strengthened not only 
their relationships with Jesus, 
but also their other relation-
ships. 

“This weekend helped me 
feel more connected to the 
people involved in my minis-
try,” said Jessica Hutchison, 
who attends First Baptist 
Church in Vilonia. “My fresh-
man year, I would only talk 
to the same few people every 
time our ministry met for our 
weekly worship service. I want-
ed to talk to people and make 
more friends, but sometimes 
it’s hard.  That’s why weekends 
like this are so important. It 
creates an environment where 
it’s easy.”     

Jonathan Freeman, associ-
ate college director at Central 
Baptist Church in Jonesboro, 
agreed that the camp environ-
ment helped several of his 18 
students open up about spiri-
tual topics. 

“The highlight for me was 
intentional time my wife and I 
got to spend with our students 
that led to good conversations. 
Some are working through a 
call to ministry, and we got 
to talk through that. Another 

was working through salva-
tion. Those conversations hap-
pened because we were able to 
get away,” he said, adding that 
a student accepted Christ dur-
ing the retreat and now wants 
to be baptized.     

Jared Farley, Baptist cam-
pus minister at Henderson 
State University and a mem-
ber of the college and young 
leaders team at the Arkansas 
Baptist State Convention, 
said he’s still in a conversation  
with a student about God 
because of what she heard at 
camp.  

“We are continuing to meet 
with her and share the gospel 
for follow-up,” he said, adding 
that his students – which in-
cluded five freshmen – accept-
ed the fall retreat challenge to 
actively share their faith on 
campus. 

Freeman said his students 
enjoyed taking a rest from 
the stress of life and school. 
Macy Mitchell of First Baptist 
Church in Monticello, a stu-
dent at the University of Ar-

kansas in Monticello, was one 
of those students. 

“I loved getting away, taking 
a break from school, and sur-
rounding myself with people 
who love God and pour their 
hearts out for Him,” she said.

Leyton Gassaway, a member 
of Central Baptist Church in 
Conway, said her schedule al-
most stopped her from going 
to the retreat, but she changed 
her mind and was glad that 
she did. 

“I knew this was something 
I needed, and I felt the Lord 
telling me to come this week-
end. I’m so glad I did!” she 
said. 

“When you come to things 
like fall retreat, it really brings 
out the joy of your salvation, 
and that’s what I felt this week-
end.  It’s so encouraging being 
around other college students 
who are praising, worshiping 
and growing together.” 

Mica Walter is a junior el-
ementary education major at the 
University of Central Arkansas in 
Conway.

WMU PRESIDENT SPEAKS AT ENGAGE – Linda Cooper, national Woman’s 
Missionary Union (WMU) president, speaks at the Sept. 22 Arkansas WMU 
Engage conference and annual meeting held at First Baptist Church in Benton. 
Cooper was incorrectly identified as Linda Moore in the Oct. 4 edition of the  
Arkansas Baptist News.
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ary for Trinity Baptist Associa-
tion. “The fact that 56 people 
we know made a decision for 
Jesus was amazing, and the 
seeds we planted are begin-
ning to grow as many of our 
churches had first-time visitors 
on Sunday.”

Dan Noe, pastor of Marked 
Tree First Baptist Church, 
looked back on the event with 
great joy.

“A year of preparation, 
prayer, lots of meetings, ques-
tions, frustrations and concern 
culminated in what can only 
be described as God’s hand at 
work,” said Noe. “Thank you 
to the many who made Acts 
1:8 possible: all the volunteers, 
the Trinity Baptist Association 
and the Arkansas Baptist State 
Convention. It was a glorious 
day!”

For more photos of One 
Day visit arkansasbaptist.org/
OneDay2018

Contact Sarah Davis at 
sarah@arkansasbaptist.org.

continued from page one
ONE DAY

ACTS 1:8 ONE DAY – About 2,300 Arkansas Baptists of all ages from across the 
state converged on Poinsett County Oct. 6 for the annual Acts 1:8 One Day Mission 
Trip. The different ministry projects included block parties, sports camps, prayer 
walks, car washes, jail ministries, yard cleanups, home repairs and a car show. A “no 
sale yard sale” and free food distribution helped those in need in the community. 
Four medical and dental clinics saw 106 patients, resulting in 93 teeth extracted,  
12 vision screenings and 37 flu shots administered.
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C l a s s i f i e d s

East Side Baptist Church, Paragould, AR, is 
seeking a full-time senior pastor. Please 
mail resumes to: Pastor Search Committee, East 
Side Baptist Church, 529 E. Court Street, Para-
gould, AR 72450, or mail resumes to: brichey@
connect2eastside.com. You may also include a 
sermon DVD or a link to a sermon video/audio.

Otter Creek Community Church is seeking a 
bi-vocational pastor. Accepting resumes 
through October 21st. Send resume to: info@
theocchurch.com or 13000 Quail Run Dr., LR, 
AR 72210.

Emmanuel Baptist Church, Weatherford, is 
prayerfully seeking an experienced F/T senior 
pastor. Send resume to Pastor Search Com-
mittee, Emmanuel Baptist Church, 719 North 
Kansas, Weatherford, OK 73096 or email to ebc-
wford@gmail.com.

Victory Baptist Church, Back Gate, AR, is 
seeking a full-time pastor. Please send re-
sumes to: pastorsearch@vbcbackgate.com.

First Baptist Church, Horatio, is seeking a 
full-time pastor. Send resume to Pastor 
Search Committee, FBC Horatio, P.O. Box 296, 
Horatio, AR 71842, or email resumes to: fbcho-
ratio@windstream.net.

North Main Baptist Church (SBC) seeking 
bi-vocational pastor. Send resumes to 

Please send resumes to: Search Committee, 
Ebenezer Baptist Church, 1942 N. Wyatt Drive, El 
Dorado, AR 71730.

Vine Prairie Baptist Church near Mulberry, 
AR, is looking for a Sunday-only minister 
of worship and pianist. If interested, please 
contact Tom Smith, pastor, at 318-918-9669.

Judsonia FBC is in search of a full-time 
pastor of youth/education director; 
salary set at $50,000. Please send resumes to 
fbcjud@gmail.com or call (501)729-3336. 

Graves Memorial Baptist Church, North Little 
Rock, is seeking a full-time or part-time 
youth pastor. Please send resumes to nick@
gmbclife.com.

FBC, Walnut Ridge, is searching for a full-
time student minister to oversee ministry 
to youth and families 7th-12th grade. Must 
provide vision for reaching the community and 
teaching the church. Now accepting resumes at 
stumin@fbcwalnutridge.org.

Ruddell Hill Baptist Church, Batesville, 
is seeking a part-time youth minis-
ter. Interested candidates send resume to 
805 Bethesda Rd., Batesville, AR 72501 or  
ruddellhillpastor@gmail.com.

First Baptist Church, Murfreesboro, Arkansas,  
is seeking a full-time student pastor. Send 
resume to 500 S. Washington, Murfreesboro, AR 
71958 or firstbaptistmurfreesboro@gmail.com.

First Baptist Church, Murfreesboro, Arkan-
sas, is seeking a part-time music minister. 
Send resume to 500 S. Washington, Murfrees-
boro, AR 71958 or firstbaptistmurfreesboro@
gmail.com.

South Main Baptist Church, Crossett, is seek-
ing a bi-vocational youth pastor. Send 
resume to: smbcsecretary@windstream.net or 
PO Box 430, Crossett, AR 71635.

First Baptist Church, Hardy, looking for 
full-time associate minister to young 
families. Need someone who has the heart 
to work with young adults and give guidance to 
ministry of children and youth. Send resume to 
P.O. Box 27, Hardy, AR 72542-0027.

Farmington First is seeking a full-time 
student minister for established youth 
ministry. Looking for someone to take students 
deeper in the faith and equip them to reach oth-
ers. Experience and a theology degree preferred 
but not required. Send resume to personnel@
farmingtonfirst.com.

Pleasant Hill Baptist Church is seeking a 
full-time youth pastor. Please send resume 
to: Pleasant Hill Baptist Church, 24310 N. Sardis 
Rd., Bauxite, AR 72011 Att: David Littleton.

Pleasant Hill Baptist Church, Bauxite, AR, is 
seeking a worship leader. Please send re-
sume to Pleasant Hill Baptist Church, 24310 N. 
Sardis Rd., Bauxite, AR 72011 Att: Steve Barnes.

FBC, Prescott, is seeking an energetic part-
time music/choir director. Please send re-
sume to: FBC Prescott Personnel Committee, PO 
Box 447, Prescott, AR 71857.

First Baptist Church, Henderson, Texas, full-
time position for children’s minister, to 
minister to children and young families. Send 
resumes to David Higgs, 207 W. Main St., Hen-
derson, Texas, 75652, or email dhiggs@thefbc.org.

Bi-vocational worship pastor for 
blended service. FBC, Pea Ridge. 479-451-
8192. To submit resume or request more info -  
al@prfbc.org.

Perryville FBC is seeking a bi-voca-
tional music director. Send resumes to  
pvfb.church@gmail.com.

Ministerial discount: 4 burial plots at For-
rest Hills Memorial Park, Little Rock. Located 
in Garden 4, lot 618, sites 3,4,5,6. Regular cost 
$1800 each but will discount each plot to $800 
each with ministerial discount. Mike Russell 
479-841-2601.

jvance1@windstream.net or 707 North Main, 
Sheridan, AR 72150.

First Baptist Church, Centerville, is seeking 
a bi-vocational pastor. Send resume to 
801 East 16th Street, Russellville, AR 72801, or 
email: arvba@suddenlink.net.

P/T praise team director needed at FBC 
West Fork. Must lead weekly Sunday morning 
service and bi-weekly Sunday evening. Ap-
plicant should know musical parts and have 
experience with team/band. Send resumes to 
westforkfbc@yahoo.com or drop off at 246 Cen-
tennial Ave, West Fork, AR.

First Baptist Church, Sheridan, is seeking a 
part-time student pastor. Have a special 
emphasis on making disciples of all 7th-12th-
grade students. If you are a student seeking a 
job to learn and grow in the ministry, please 
also consider applying. Send resumes to chris-
tie_0326@yahoo.com.

Baring Cross Baptist in Sherwood, AR, is 
seeking a cook for our Wednesday evening 
meals.  If interested, please contact bcbcderek@
sbcglobal.net.

Ebenezer Baptist Church, El Dorado, AR, is 
seeking a full-time minister of students 
with some associate pastor responsibilities. 

PASTOR

MISCELLANEOUS

OTHER STAFF POSITIONS

Obituaries

Lawrence R. Vowan, 93, of 
Arkadelphia, died on Oct. 1.

A World War II and Viet-
nam veteran for the U.S. 
Army and U.S. Navy, Vowan 
served as a minister for more 

Church life

Settles honored for 50 years of ministry

Rehobeth Baptist Church 
in Batesville celebrated its 
192nd anniversary on Sunday, 
Oct. 7. Rehobeth is the oldest 
ongoing church in Arkansas. 

South Main Baptist 
Church in Crossett is hosting 
a fall festival from 5-7 p.m. on 
Saturday, Oct. 27.  

Milestones

Visit  arkansasbaptist.org/ads
to place a classified

Browns Chapel Baptist 
Church in Paragould had a 
note burning ceremony on 
Sunday, Sept. 23. Browns 
Chapel moved into its new 
building in August 2014 after 
its previous building burned 
in April 2013. 

First Baptist Church of 
Sherwood is hosting a fall 
festival from 6-8:30 p.m. on 
Wednesday, Oct. 31. There 
will be a petting zoo, inflata-
bles, food and games.

First Baptist Church in 
Pine Bluff is hosting a fall 
festival starting at 5 p.m. on 
Wednesday, Oct. 31. 

Crow Mountain Baptist 
Church in Russellville is 
hosting a trunk or treat at 6 
p.m. on Wednesday, Oct. 31.  
There will be inflatables, cos-
tumes, hot dogs and cotton 
candy.

Barcelona Road Baptist 
Church in Hot Springs is 
hosting Fall Festival in Candy 
Land from 5-6:30 p.m. on 
Wednesday, Oct. 31.    

First Baptist Church in 
Booneville is hosting a Com-
munity Fall Family Fun Fest 
from 4-6 p.m. on Sunday, Oct. 
28. The event will be held at 
Booneville Junior High School 
and will have games, Trunk or 
Treat and food.

than 40 years in Arkansas and 
Missouri churches. 

He is survived by his wife, 
daughter, three grandchildren 
and six great-grandchildren. 

Vowan’s funeral was held 
Thursday, Oct. 4, at Zion 
Hill Baptist Church, Cabot,  
followed by a burial with 
military honors at Sumner  
Cemetery. 

Don Settles (right), director of missions for Current Gaines Baptist Association, was 
honored Sept. 23 with a reception celebrating his 50 years as an ordained minister. 
The reception was hosted by First Baptist Church in Corning. Settles pastored five 
Arkansas churches before becoming an associational missionary. Settles and his 
wife, Eddi, reside in Corning.
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convicted me about some-
thing during the sermon this 
morning.” The best way you 
can show appreciation to your 
pastor is to learn and grow. 
That’s why God called him to 
ministry — to feed and lead 
His sheep. A church full of 
people who pray, share their 
faith and study God’s Word is 
the ultimate encouragement 
to a man in ministry.

“Therefore, as we have op-
portunity, let us do good to 
all people, especially to those 
who are of the household of 
faith” (Gal. 6:10, MEV).

Janet Addison is the wife of 
Greg Addison, associate executive 
director of the ABSC.

continued from page 7
DO GOOD

Church hosts five sports camps in one summer
WITCHERVILLE – Fifteen 
years ago, Fellowship Baptist 
Church in Witcherville sought 
an alternative from vacation 
Bible school (VBS), a tradi-
tional route taken by the ma-
jority of churches. 

“We were introduced to 
sports camp by what appeared 
to be a mistake,” said Gary 
Martin, senior pastor at Fel-
lowship. “We now know it was 
the hand of God that set us on 
a great adventure that is still 
going on today.”

During a VBS mission 
event in Pennsylvania, Martin 

received a call from a mission 
team on a Sunday night. A 
group from Georgia was con-
ducting a sports camp near 
Philadelphia, but their bus 
broke down. They were going 
to miss the first day of their 
camp.

The mission team leader 
asked Martin if members 
from his church could fill in 
for his team for one day and if 
he knew how to run a sports 
camp. Martin answered “yes”  

to both questions. When he 
finished his phone call, he 
turned to his team and asked, 
“Does anyone know what a 
sports camp is?”

The team quickly made 
plans for the next morning 
of what they thought a sports 
camp would be.

“According to the Georgia 
folks, we were way off, but 
the kids loved what we did,” 
said Martin. “From that day, 
we decided that sports camp  

was for us.”
Over the years, the camp 

has grown from one week to 
five weeks. This summer Fel-
lowship hosted three camps 
in Arkansas at First Baptist 
Church in Plainview, First 
Baptist Church in Danville 
and First Baptist Church in 
Witcherville, and the church 
hosted two camps in Wich-
ita, Kan., at Midway Baptist 
Church and Emery Gardens 
Apartments. 

The five camps had more 
than 500 children in atten-
dance, and 143 children made 
Christian salvation decisions. 

“For our church, sports 
camps are like a church-wide 
revival,” said Martin.
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Across
1. Linking verb
4. About half a pint in the 
Old Testament
7. Son of Seth
11. “___ fast that which is good” 
(1 Thessalonians 5:21)
13. Lyric poem
14. Hawaiian goose
15. Father of Asa (Matthew 1)
16. Belonging to the city that was 
the destination of Joshua’s spies 
(Joshua 7)
17. Ten (prefix)
18. “And seeing the ___, he went up 
into the mountain” (Matthew 5:1)
21. Brother of Miriam
23. Night before
24. “And the beginning of his [Nim-
rod’s] kingdom was ___” 
(Genesis 10:10)
25. Turkish title of respect
26. Arabic robe
29. Saltwater lake east of 
Caspian Sea

30. 66 is one (abbr.)
31. “forbidden of the Holy Ghost to 
preach the word in ___” (Acts 16:6)
32. Father
33. “___ your affection on things 
above” (Colossians 3:2)
34. The son of Nun (Numbers 13)
35. Goal
36. “Well done, …___ thou into the 
joy of thy lord” (Matthew 25:21)
37. “For unto ___ much is given,…
shall be much required” 
(Luke 12:48)
41. Spanish greeting
42. Seven, in Rome
43. Egyptian dancing girl
47. Minor prophet
48. Circle segment
49. “I will not drive them out from 
before thee in one ___” 
(Exodus 23:29)
50. One trillion (comb. form)
51. Tennis call
52. “Go to the ___, thou sluggard” 
(Proverbs 6:6)

Down
1. Exclamation of discovery
2. Embezzle
3. “Now the sons of ___ were sons 
of Belial” (1 Samuel 2:12)
4. “thou shalt heap ___ of fire on 
his head” (Romans 12:20)
5. Mine entrance
6.”And Saul called the people to 
___ David” (1 Samuel 23:8)
7. To provide with
8. “to abound and to suffer ___” 
(Philippians 4:12)
9. “or shall a nation be born at 
___?” (Isaiah 66:8)
10. “For he hath founded it upon 
the ___” (Psalm 24:2)
12. “the ___ is not dead but sleep-
eth” (Mark 5:39)
19. A son of Bani (Ezra 10)
20. Federal corp. org. in 1933
21. “Call me not Naomi, call me 
___” (Ruth 1:20)
22. O.T. bk.
24. Word to describe Miss Muffett

25. Comm. conglom.
26. Tennis great from Richmond, 
VA
27. Coffin and frame
28. Club for a jump or a tow 
(abbr.)
30. Dismissal
31. “in the greatness of his folly, he 
shall go ___” (Proverbs 5:23)
33. Family mem.
34. United
35. The son of Jether, captain of 
the host of Judah (1 Kings 2)
36. Oust
37. So ___?
38. ___ Office (British government 
dept.)
39. Swan genus
40. Ireland
44. Cows congregate here
45. Isle of ___
46. Jackie’s TV sidekick
Crossword by Barbour Publishing, Inc.

Crossword by Barbour Publishing, Inc.

Gospel Games “An athlete is not crowned unless 
he competes according to the rules.”

 2 Timothy 2:5 (CSB)

Crossword puzzle
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new activities page, email caleb@arkansasbaptist.org today!

Crossword answer key on page 13arkansasbaptist.org
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My wife and I took two of our grand-
daughters through a maze with multiple 
mirrors. The mirrors didn’t just reflect 
images; they distorted images on a hi-
larious level. I found myself in front of 
a mirror in which my image wasn’t out 
of proportion or distorted. It looked 
like me, but much bigger, like I had put 
on a lot of weight. The girls came up be-
side me and said, 
“Whoa, Papa, 
you look huge.” 
They laughed and 
moved on. My wife 
patted my shoul-
der and pointed 
to the image and 
said, “That’s what 
you’re going to 
look like if you 
don’t get your eat-
ing under control.” The image was com-
pelling, convicting and prophetic.  

James said we need to “be doers of 
the word and not hearers only” (James 
1:22). To explain his point, James made 
the comparison between looking into 
a mirror with looking into the Word 
of God. If we take a casual glance in a 
mirror, we will forget what we see. We 
will have the same result if we read the 

Word casually. Superficial reading of 
the Word just to check off a box in 
class has never profited any believer.

To be a doer of the Word, one must 
“look intently into the perfect law of 
freedom.” To “look intently” literally 
means to “stoop down and closely in-
spect something.” In reference to the 
Word, we need to read it, study it and 

understand it. 
James called the 
Word “the perfect 
law of freedom,” 
(James 1:25). The 
Word is perfect, 
and when we 
obey it, God sets 
us free.

If we think we 
can have freedom 
from superficially 

reading the Word, James said we are 
“deceiving”  ourselves (James 1:22). 
St. Augustine said, “Where Scripture 
speaks, God speaks.” If we want to 
know what God says and what God 
wants us to do, we have to read, study 
and understand the Scriptures. This 
produces a wonderful result in the be-
liever’s life. He or she “will be blessed 
in what he does” (James 1:25).

power, selfish ambition and a host of 
other things. 

There are a series of Greek impera-
tives (commands) in James 4 that 
show us how we can open the door 
to God’s grace in our lives. We must 
relinquish control of our lives (James 
4:7). This is called submission, which 
means we place ourselves under God’s 
control. To do that, we must resist the 
devil (James 4:7). We must make wor-

ship a priority 
(James 4:8). We 
must renounce 
sin, not have 
a sinful at-
titude, and 
be sorrowful 
about our sin 

(James 4:8-9). We must humble our-
selves and allow God to exalt or lift 
us up (James 4:10). We are not to be 
critical and/or judge other Christians  
(James 4:11-12).    

Pride also falsely leads to the idea 
that we are in control of what happens 
now and in the future. James wrote we 
are not to worry about today or tomor-
row (James 4:13).  It would be better 
if we humble ourselves and seek the 
Lord’s will (James 4:15).

The book of James was a severe 
stumbling block for Martin Luther. 
For Luther, Abraham and Rahab being 
“justified by works” was incongruent 
with the doctrine of salvation by grace 
through faith. He called it “an epistle 
of straw.” This expressed his convic-
tional opposition to the Roman Catho-
lic dogma of salvation through works. 
Some theologians agree that the Apos-
tle Paul’s theology was in opposition 
to James’ theology. 
They entirely miss 
James’ point. James 
was not contradict-
ing the doctrine of 
salvation by faith. 
He wasn’t even dealing with the issue 
of salvation. James was teaching that 
works give evidence to genuine faith. 

Paul’s theology was salvation by grace 
through faith and not works (Eph. 2:8-
9). James’ theology was a faith that 
saves expresses itself in works (James 
2:14, 18). Paul agreed with James about 
works because he said we are saved, or 
created in Christ Jesus, for good works 
(Eph. 2:10). Paul was confronting legal-
ism being spread by the Judaizers. They 
taught Christians needed to keep the 

law. James was confronting license, or 
easy believism, which advocated no 
works at all.  

Genuine faith produces good works 
in the believer’s life. A survey of the 
book of James reveals many works that 
genuine faith will produce: endurance, 
perseverance under trials, moral life, 
humility, obedience to Scriptures, com-
passion for the needy, impartiality, love 
for your neighbor, actions according 

to Scripture, show-
ing of mercy, con-
trol of the tongue, 
righteous conduct, 
peace-loving, gen-
tleness, patience, 

and truthfulness in speech.
James said that faith without works 

is dead (James 2:17). Characteristics 
of dead faith are an empty profession, 
compassionate talk with no action, and 
shallow conviction (James 2:14, 15-17, 
18-20). 

Both Paul and James made it clear 
we will be judged on the basis of what 
we have done. Jesus did too (John 5:28-
29). Our salvation should express itself 
in good works for which we were cre-
ated to do.

In the model prayer, Jesus taught us 
that we should pray for “daily bread” 
(Matt. 6:11). In the ancient Middle 
East, persons only had provisions for 
the day. They literally made it from day 
to day. Many Christians will intercede 
on behalf of others but are hesitant to 
pray for themselves. Perhaps they don’t 
want to appear prideful. The Lord 
wants us to pray for our needs even as 
we intercede on 
behalf of others. 
Isaiah 38 illus-
trates this well.

Isaiah 38:1-
6 describes a 
situation that oc-
curred before the 
Assyrian invasion of Jerusalem that is 
recorded in chapters 36 and 37. The 
context is that Hezekiah was sick and 
near death (Isa. 38:1). This affected the 
nation as a whole.  

This was vital on two levels. First, 
Hezekiah did not have a son. He had 
no heir to the throne of David. Sec-
ond, it was unthinkable for the throne 
of David to fail at a time of a national 
calamity. God was literally telling him 
to write his will and notify his family.

Hezekiah “turned his face toward 
the wall and prayed to the Lord” (Isa. 
38:2). Some have criticized Hezekiah 
for weeping and praying. They have 
suggested his prayer was selfish. This 
fails to recognize what kind of bur-
den Hezekiah carried for the future 
throne and for the nation as a whole. 
His prayer was not an attempt to bribe 
God. Hezekiah’s prayer was asking God 

to spare him so 
he could contin-
ue to serve and 
complete the 
restoration of Is-
rael. We should 
remember the 
king carried the 

burdens of the nation and of the peo-
ple of the nation.

God sent Isaiah the prophet to tell 
him that God had heard his prayer and 
seen his tears. God gave Hezekiah 15 
more years to live. He also promised 
that he would deliver the nation from 
the Assyrians.  

As Christians, we should take our 
needs daily to God in prayer and trust 
Him to answer according to His plan 
and purpose for our lives.

In the model prayer, Jesus taught 
that when we pray we need to seek the 
heavenly Father’s will (Matt 6:10). This 
approach to prayer requires a humble 
submission. However, humility goes 
against the grain of the world. God 
wants us to be humble, but the devil 
wants us to be proud. Pride is one of 
his chief weapons he uses against the 
Lord and the Christian.  

James taught that humility opens 
the door to 
grace. The 
devil wants us 
to be proud, 
which leads to 
self-sufficiency. 
God wants us 
to be humble, 
which leads to dependence on Him. 
James wrote, “God gives grace to the 
humble” (James 4:6). As a matter-of-
fact, James wrote, God gives “greater 
grace.” Does this mean the devil gives 
grace? No! God’s grace is greater than 
the power of sin, the flesh, the world 
and the devil. 

James also taught, “God resists the 
proud” (James 4:6). Pride shuts the 
door on grace. Pride leads to materi-
alism, search for prestige, desire for 
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Gerald Nash

Gerald Nash is a registered respiratory therapist at Saint Mary’s Regional Medical Center in Russellville. He is a member of Second 
Baptist Church, Conway, where he serves as a Bible teacher, small group leader and member of the men’s ministry. He also serves 
as a clergy-chaplain at Baptist Memorial Hospital in Conway. He has attended several universities and seminaries, including Wil-
liams Baptist University and Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary. He has earned a bachelor’s degree in Christian ministries, 
master’s degrees in pastoral studies and theological studies and a doctorate in pastoral studies. He volunteers on the Cairo Geniza  
Princeton project analyzing and sorting undeciphered Hebrew, Greek and Arabic manuscript fragments (10th-13th centuries) of 
the Jewish diaspora in Egypt. His goal is to be an adjunct professor and return to the university to work on a master’s degree in 
archaeology with an emphasis in paleography.



@ArkBaptNewsArkansas Baptist News@ArkBaptNews

Get more Arkansas  
Baptist news in the 
palm of your hand

Visit arkansasbaptist.org



Informing, inspiring and involving Baptists since 1901Informing, inspiring and involving Baptists since 1901Informing, inspiring and involving Baptists since 1901

Arkansas
Baptist

Volume 117, Number 11 May 31, 2018

ABN classi� eds get results! 
Read them on Page 10.

The ABN classi� eds are a great way to advertise 

for your church, ministry or business. 

You can now submit a classi� ed ad via the ABN website at 

arkansasbaptist.org/ads

Inside:
– Patterson out as SWBTS president
– ABSC CP budget approved for 2019
– SBC cuts ties with DC convention
– 3,500 decisions during Ukraine trip
– SBC ‘18: Gaines urges ‘unity of spirit’

Volume 117, Number 11

Inside:
– Patterson out as SWBTS president
– ABSC CP budget approved for 2019
– SBC cuts ties with DC convention
– 3,500 decisions during Ukraine trip
– SBC ‘18: Gaines urges ‘unity of spirit’

New facility designed to be 
inviting to surrounding community
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Southern Baptists
to gather in Dallas

DALLAS (BP) – Going into 

this year’s annual meeting as 

president of the Southern Bap-

tist Convention (SBC), Steve 

Gaines acknowledged South-

ern Baptists face critical deci-

sions in the days and months 

ahead.
“Obviously, we face the 

challenge of seeking new lead-

ers to fill two of our most im-

portant leadership roles – the 

president of the International 

Mission Board (IMB) and the 

CEO of the SBC Executive 

Committee,” he said in writ-

ten comments to Baptist Press.
“We must have godly, Spir-

it-filled leaders in those posi-

tions,” Gaines said. “We all 

know that everything rises and 

falls on leadership. We need 

to pray that the Lord will place 

the exact people He wants in 

these two vital positions.”
Among those key leadership 

decisions, messengers will elect 

a new SBC president during 

the June 12-13 meeting at the 

Kay Bailey Hutchison Conven-

tion Center in Dallas. Gaines, 

who will finish his second and 

final one-year term, noted that 

the candidates who have an-

nounced their intentions to 

be nominated appear to be 

“godly men” and well-qualified 

for the post.
“J.D. Greear and Ken 

Hemphill are both Christ-like 

men who have led wonderful, 

evangelistic churches,” said 

Gaines, pastor of Memphis-

area Bellevue Baptist Church 

in Cordova, Tenn. “Both have 

earned Ph.D.’s, and both love 

the Lord and the Southern 

Baptist Convention.”
“... I urge all Southern Bap-

tists to pray to our sovereign 

God,” he noted, “and to ask 

Him to have His way regarding 

the election for all the officers 

in Dallas, including who will 

lead us as our next president.”
During the meeting, Gaines 

will call Southern Baptists to 

“pray for the Lord’s manifest 

presence to envelop all of us,” 

he said, “from the first prayer 

on Tuesday morning to the 

closing prayer on Wednesday 

afternoon.”
The Tuesday evening ses-

sion will focus on a time of 

prayer and worship with Chris-

tian apologist Ravi Zacharias. 

This year, Gaines will also urge 

Continued on page 6
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Cowboy and Rose City
churches join for outreach

Cowboys 
in the city
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Good food, community 
focus of Dumas restaurant
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Sonflour 
Bakery owner-

operators John Rogers 
(left) and Leigh Rogers 
(right), with their son 
Logan, in front of the 

restaurant in 
downtown 

Dumas

SCOTUS affirms
Ark. judgment;
rules for baker

NEWS ANALYSIS

Caleb Yarbrough
and Margaret Colson
Arkansas Baptist News

IN RECENT days, America’s 
highest court handed down 
wins for the pro-life movement 
in Arkansas and for religious 
liberty nationwide, in the form 
of a denied appeal and a rul-
ing.

PP appeal denied
The U.S. Supreme Court re-

fused May 29 to hear Planned 
Parenthood’s appeal of an 
A r k a n s a s 
law requir-
ing doctors 
who provide 
medication 
abortions to contract with a 
medical specialist with hos-
pital admitting privileges to 
handle complications.

This action could open the 
door for Arkansas to become 
the first state to effectively out-
law medication-induced abor-
tions. The Supreme Court’s 
denial of the appeal means the 
law will take effect in mid-July 
if no other legal challenges are 
filed.

“I am thankful for the dis-
cernment used by the U.S. 
Supreme Court to not ad-
dress this issue,” J.D. “Sonny” 
Tucker, executive director of 
the Arkansas Baptist State 
Convention (ABSC), said. 
“The regulation in question 
is a common-sense regulation 
to protect people from an in-
dustry that wants unfettered 

access to abortion at will, with-
out the normal medical pro-
tocol in which other medical 
professions must abide.”

The Arkansas law was en-
acted in 2015 but temporarily 
blocked by a federal judge in 
2016. A three-judge panel of 
the 8th U.S. Circuit Court of 
Appeals overturned the ruling 
in 2017, leading to Planned 
Parenthood’s appeal.

Planned Parenthood in Lit-
tle Rock and Fayetteville are 
the primary providers of medi-
cation abortion in Arkansas, 

a c c o r d i n g 
to a press 
release from 
A r k a n s a s 
Right to Life 

(ARTL), which further states 
that 556 medication abortions 
were reported to the Arkan-
sas Department of Health in 
2016.

This law “does not stop 
Planned Parenthood or other 
abortion providers from per-
forming chemical abortion in 
Arkansas, what it does do is 
ensure that women who have 
complications from the pro-
cedure get help from a physi-
cian in a hospital if necessary, 
something everyone should 
agree on,” the ARTL press re-
lease reads.

Planned Parenthood argues 
that it cannot find any Arkan-
sas obstetricians willing to 
handle hospital admissions for 
women with complications, 

See RULINGS page 6
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Unity highlighted during 
services nationwide May 3

National 
Day of Prayer
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Hope for 
the hurting
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FBC, Hope, aims to reach juveniles, 
families through Banner Hope Center

Daniel 
Bramlett, 

pastor of First Baptist 
Church, Hope, tells about 

the new Banner Hope Center 
while Arkansas Gov. 

Asa Hutchinson (left)
looks on.
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The Museum of the Bible highlights 

Scripture as church planters reach 

Washington D.C. for Christ

Bible highlighted, 

gospel spread in D.C.

page 3 

Ten Commandments 

monument dedicated

Photo by Caleb Yarbrough

LITTLE ROCK – Arkansas state Sen. Jason Rapert (center) speaks during the dedication of the 

American History and Heritage Foundation’s Ten Commandments monument on the grounds 

of the Arkansas Capitol in Little Rock April 26 amid applause and protest. 

The monument, protected by four cement pillars (left), is the second of its kind. The original 

was destroyed June 28, 2017, less than 24 hours after it was installed. Michael Tate Reed of 

Van Buren was charged with first-degree criminal mischief for allegedly using his car to ram 

the original monument. Reed was committed to the Arkansas State Hospital after being found 

unfit to stand trial, according to the Arkansas Democrat-Gazette.

Don’t be a back-row Baptist!
There is a lot going on in Arkansas Baptist life.  
Don’t miss out. Your congregation does not subscribe to 
the Arkansas Baptist News (ABN). Why not start today? 

Your church is receiving this free copy of the ABN  
because we want you to know about the state’s only 
source of news and information about what God is do-
ing in and through Arkansas Southern Baptist churches. 
Please take a chance to look through this edition! 

For information on individual or church subscription 
rates, call Barbara at 501-376-4791, ext. 5156, today!


