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Arkansas Baptist disaster relief volunteers inspect damage to a home in Camden April 5. Southern Baptist volunteers were 
among the first responders to Camden and surrounding areas following severe storms that swept through the area April 
3-4. Teams from several churches and associations removed trees from houses and cleared debris. 

DR teams aid
Camden victims
CAMDEN – Arkansas Baptist disaster relief volunteers 
were among the first nongovernment responders in the 
aftermath of tornadolike winds that swept through the 
Camden area April 3-4.

According to published reports, more than 55,000 
Arkansans – many of whom were in Camden and 
Ouachita County – were left with-
out power following the rash of 
storms that hit the southern part of 
the state. 

The damage from 85 mph 
“straight-line” winds was so wide-
spread that Arkansas Gov. Mike 
Beebe sent the state’s National 
Guard to assist local authorities 
with traffic and security duties until 
utility crews could restore power. Mi-
raculously, no deaths related to the 
storm were reported. 

Camden Mayor Chris Claybaker, who is a member 
of Cullendale First Baptist Church in Camden, said 
more than 50 houses in the city were affected, along 
with several dozen in the county.

Camden Fairview High School’s football stadium, 
gym, offices and classrooms were damaged in the 
storm, with portions of the building’s roof pulled back.

Arkansas Baptist disaster relief teams were staged 
at Cullendale First Baptist Church, where a service 

See CAMDEN page 6

Camp gives missions experience
Jason Wilkie
Camp Siloam

SILOAM SPRINGS – B.J. Higgins told a group 
of his friends he thought he would be martyred 
as a missionary. Several months later, on Sept. 
25, 2005, the teenager died from an undiag-
nosed disease he contracted on a six-week stu-
dent mission trip to Peru. 

How does a parent respond to foreign mis-
sions – even when it costs his or her child the 
ultimate sacrifice? B.J.’s father, Brent Higgins, 
joined a mission sending organization, began 

leading student mission trips, published B.J.’s 
journal and began to share B.J.’s story with 
other students – not your typical response from 
a parent.

Higgins, associate pastor of mission and 
discipleship at Parkview Baptist Church in 
Tulsa, Okla., spoke at Mission Siloam, telling 
the story of his family. Camp Siloam held the 
missions-oriented camp March 24-29. Higgins 
spoke to campers using Scripture to support his 
son B.J.’s powerful words from his journal to 

MISSIONS

Moore returns to Africa, sees God still at work
Jessica Vanderpool
Arkansas Baptist News

IT WAS DRY, DUSTY and just 
plain hot – 104 degrees in the 
shade. But for Debbie Moore, Ar-
kansas Baptist State Convention 
(ABSC) missions team member, 
setting foot in Burkina Faso, West 
Africa, was like going home.

It was Moore’s first time re-
turning to West Africa since her 
time there as a missionary in the 
1980s and 1990s. She returned 
in February to help Kathy Shafto, 
an International Mission Board 
(IMB) missionary, train leaders 

to implement a new children’s pro-
gram called Route 412, a missions 
discipleship program based on 1 
Timothy 4:12.

“It just brought back 
floods of memories, and it 
made me want to stay,” said 
Moore. “I was praying, ‘Let 
this week go by really slowly, 
Lord, because I want to be 
here as long as I can.’”

She noted the pace and 
friendliness of the people 
and their desire to learn – 
even if it meant sitting in a 
hot church building.

“To me, it’s just peaceful to be 

among people who want to learn so 
much about God’s Word and how 
to share it and how to be examples 

to their children,” she said.
Shafto said that – with a 

grant from national Wom-
an’s Missionary Union 
(WMU) – she “developed 
the program Route 412 as 
a biblically based missions 
education program for our 
Baptist churches here in 
Burkina.”

“Its inspiration comes 
from similar children’s ma-

terials produced by WMU, as well 
as from the Bible drill program that 

I participated in as a child,” she 
said. “I think it is imperative that 
we teach our children about the 
biblical basis of missions from 
a very young age and give them 
ample opportunity to be personal-
ly involved in missions activities.”

She mentioned the importance 
of training leaders like Moore did 
in her time there.

She referenced Proverbs 22:6, 
noting that if children are trained 
to live “the sacrificial, Christ-cen-
tered lives to which Jesus calls us” 
and are taught about the call God 
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Don’t miss our preview in May of 
the upcoming Southern Baptist 
Convention (SBC) Annual Meet-
ing June 10-11 in Baltimore, Md., 
including an interview with SBC 
presidential candidate and Arkan-
sas pastor Ronnie Floyd.

SBC 2014 preview
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David Perry marks 35 years at ABCHomes
Stella Prather
ABCHomes

THE YEAR was 1979. 
The Pittsburgh Pirates won the 

World Series. The cost of a first-class 
postage stamp was 15 cents, and a 
loaf of bread was 40 cents. McDon-
ald’s sold its first $1 Happy Meal, 
and the Sony Walkman was intro-
duced to the world for $200. 

1979 also marked the year David 
Perry joined the staff of the Arkan-
sas Baptist Childcare and Family 
Services, now known as the Arkan-
sas Baptist Children’s Homes and 
Family Ministries (ABCHomes). 
Perry, ABCHomes executive direc-
tor, celebrated his 35th anniversary 
with the agency April 1. He’s the 
longest-tenured staff member em-
ployed with ABCHomes.

“From the very beginning of our 
ministry in Arkansas, God provid-
ed caring, loving and wise people, 
as well as supporting churches that 
have walked along beside us all 
those years,” said Perry of he and his 

wife, Lucia. “We have seen things 
that only God could do in the lives 
of individuals. To Him be the glory.”

In his first role at ABCHomes, 
Perry served as a caseworker at the 
former boys home in Jonesboro. Fol-
lowing a one-year stint, Perry 
was promoted to the area di-
rector in Harrison where he 
ministered for four years.

In 1985, Perry was named 
the ABCHomes Little Rock 
area director where he re-
mained until 1991. He 
served as director of pro-
grams for the agency from 
1991 to 1995. He was named 
executive director in 1995. 

As executive director, Perry over-
sees the overall operation of the 
agency with its six residential pro-
grams and seven counseling loca-
tions. He is responsible for a $4 
million budget and 70 employees. 
In addition, Perry is responsible for 
budget development, fundraising 
and marketing. He reports directly 
to the ABCHomes executive board 

of directors, as well as provides an-
nual written and verbal reports to 
the Arkansas Baptist State Conven-
tion.

Perry said he has had the “privi-
lege to work with some of the most 

dedicated staff members 
and the greatest board of 
trustees anywhere.”   

In honor of Perry’s 
longtime service, the AB-
CHomes executive board 
recently presented him with 
a two-week working and re-
laxation sabbatical, where 
Perry will concentrate on 
the future direction of the 
ministry and spend time in 

spiritual renewal.  
Perry said he and Lucia have most 

enjoyed spending time with AB-
CHomes children. 

“Truly some of the greatest bless-
ings for me and Lucia have been the 
deep relationships we’ve developed 
with many of the children we’ve 
served through the years,” he said, 
adding, “It is overwhelming to think 

that some of those first kids are now 
approaching 50 years old.”        

Over the years, Perry has repre-
sented ABCHomes in hundreds of 
Arkansas Baptist churches. He was 
appointed by former Gov. Mike 
Huckabee to the Arkansas Welfare 
Agency Review Board in 1997 and 
was the general chairman for the 
Southern Baptist Business Officers 
Conference in 2000.

He served as president of the Ar-
kansas Association of Homes for 
Children in 1998, 2003 and 2012. 
Perry was the president of the Bap-
tist Childcare Executives in 2000. 

A native of Monahans, Texas, 
Perry is a graduate of Baylor Uni-
versity and the University of Geor-
gia. He and his wife are longtime 
and active members of First Baptist 
Church, Sherwood, where he serves 
as a deacon. The duo are the parents 
of three adult children and have four 
grandchildren – Charlotte, Hudson, 
Emma and Addison.   

Stella Prather is the communications 
director for ABCHomes.

Perry
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SILOAM
challenge students to live with aban-
donment for Jesus.

 Campers at Mission Siloam then 
went into northwest Arkansas to 
serve as local missionaries. They 
hosted vacation Bible school-type 
camps, served in the Compassion 
Center of Cross Church in north-
west Arkansas and conducted a base-
ball clinic with Beyond The Game.

“It is important that a disciple-
ship program con-
nect to a real life 
experience,” said 
Higgins. “Stu-
dents need transi-
tional opportuni-
ties to experience 
missions.” 

A transitional 
missions experi-
ence is conducted 
with an organiza-
tion parents and 

youth pastors trust that can provide 
a missions experience without the 
cost and safety issues of internation-
al travel. 

About 50 campers attended Mis-
sion Siloam, and eight campers said 
they wanted to further explore mis-
sions or ministry.

“What makes Mission Siloam a 
success are the collegiate staff who 
return, engage and invest,” said Hig-
gins. “They are trained to help el-
evate students from head knowledge 
to practical application.”

“It’s not like you have to have 
a seminary degree,” said Robert 
Coppedge, program director at 
Camp Siloam and veteran Interna-
tional Mission Board missionary. 
“You just have to be willing to go 
and get a little out of your comfort 
zone. Those that get out of their 

comfort zone are really able to see 
how God has used them.” 

Craig Golden, youth pastor at 
Sugarloaf Baptist Church, Moun-
tain Home, explained why he brings 
his students. 

“I bring our kids because it’s a 
great opportunity to connect with 
other kids in the state, working, wor-
shipping and growing in a way that 
emphasizes missions,” said Golden. 

Sugarloaf Baptist Church youth 
worked at the camp in the mornings 
and then conducted vacation Bible 
school-type camps in apartment 
complexes in Springdale with the 
aid of Cross Church’s IMPACT van 
ministry. 

Campers played games as ice-
breakers, spent some time visiting 
and then performed a skit on the 
story of Nehemiah. Four girls were 
saved the first day of the van min-
istry. 

“We are bringing back some 
things we can do in our own home-
town,” said Golden.

“The best part was getting to visit 
with the kids,” said Emily McNeer, a 
counselor and freshman at Arkansas 
State University. “You got to know 
kids. The more you got to know 
them, the more we could talk about 
God. The more I talked with them, 
the more spark I saw. I could see a 
girl was holding back tears, and I 
saw she was ready to be saved. Later 
I prayed for her. That made the trip 
worth it.”

See related sidebar at right for Hig-
gins’ steps to involving a student in mis-
sions. B.J.’s journal is published as a 
book titled “I Would Die For You.” His 
story was the inspiration for MercyMe’s 
song by the same name. To see his story 
with the music video on YouTube, visit 
www.arkansasbaptist.org/iwoulddiefo-
ryou.

Jason Wilkie is executive director of 
Camp Siloam.

Steps to involving 
students in missions
“DON’T sequester God’s call on 
your child’s life,” said Brent Hig-
gins, associate pastor of mission 
and discipleship at Parkview Bap-
tist Church in Tulsa, Okla.

Higgins served as keynote 
speaker for Mission Siloam, a 
missions-oriented camp experi-
ence held by Camp Siloam March 
24-29.

Letting one’s child experience 
God’s call on his or her life for a 
foreign mission is difficult for any 
parent. Higgins would know. His 
son, B.J. Higgins, died in 2005 
from an undiagnosed disease he 
contracted on a six-week student 
mission trip to Peru. Higgins re-
sponded to his son’s death by 
joining a mission sending orga-
nization, leading student mission 
trips, publishing B.J.’s journal 
and sharing B.J.’s story with other 
students. He has taken hundreds 
of students on international mis-
sion trips through Awe Star Min-
istries.   

The following are his tips for 
parents when considering an in-
ternational missions experience 
for their child:

(1) Choose an organization 

you can trust. Know what your 
child is getting involved in; re-
search, ask questions and inter-
view them face-to-face.

(2) Know the leadership of 
the sending organization. Know 
what training the leaders receive 
that qualifies them to lead an in-
ternational mission trip.

(3) Make sure you understand 
how they communicate. It’s im-
portant to know how you will be 
able to communicate with your 
child, how they will communicate 
what the team is doing and what 
they are telling the public.

(4) Realize the child needs to 
be called to go. An international 
mission trip should not be some-
thing you send your child on 
because you think it would be a 
good experience for them.

(5) Don’t undersell the capa-
bilities of your child. It’s easy 
to feel like your child isn’t ready 
when, in reality, they are.

(6) Start with local, then do-
mestic missions; then work to 
international missions. Parents 
and children need to practice the 
separation before an international 
mission trip.

Higgins

Visit our online home at
www.arkansasbaptist.org
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Stories of interest to Arkansas Baptists 

Golden Gate Seminary 
sells campus, to move
MILL VALLEY, Calif. (BP) – 
Golden Gate Baptist Theologi-
cal Seminary has reached a sale 
agreement for all its campus 
property in Mill Valley, Calif., 
and has initiated relocation of 
its primary campus to Southern 
California. In a special gather-
ing of faculty, students and staff, 
President Jeff Iorg announced 
the agreement with North Coast 
Land Holdings. The seminary’s 
board of trustees approved the 
sale agreement unanimously. 
“This is an unprecedented op-
portunity to build a new kind of 
seminary campus for education 
in the 21st century,” Iorg said. 
“We are seizing the moment to 
focus on fulfilling our mission 
in bold, innovative new ways.”

Liberty, Benny Hinn: 
‘no partnership’
LIBERTY University has re-
leased a statement clarifying 
that they are “not partnering 
with Benny Hinn,” the contro-
versial charismatic televangelist, 
according to a report by The 
Christian Post. The statement by 
Liberty came after Dan Reber, 
the school’s senior vice presi-
dent for academic affairs, and 
Ronald Godwin, provost, ap-
peared on an episode of “This 
Is Your Day,” Hinn’s TV pro-
gram, in which Hinn promoted 
Liberty’s Bible Institute and 
Reber made a statement that 
Hinn and Liberty had part-
nered in regards to the institute. 
Liberty maintains ownership of 
the Institute of Biblical Studies, 
courses from which being what 
Hinn was promoting.

La. College president 
apologizes to La. exec.
ALEXANDRIA, La. (BP) – Joe 
Aguillard, president of Louisi-
ana College (LC), apologized 
March 28 for comments he 
made about David Hankins, 
executive director of the Louisi-
ana Baptist Convention, in con-
versations secretly recorded by 
one of the college’s former vice 
presidents. Aguillard had said 
that he suspected Hankins was 
fomenting an anti-Calvinism 
controversy at LC. Hankins had 
publicly supported Aguillard 
during extended controversy 
over Aguillard’s leadership of 
the college involving various is-
sues, from its accreditation to 
alleged financial irregularities.

Mo. Baptists lose Windermere appeal
SPRINGFIELD, Mo. – The Mis-
souri Court of Appeals has denied a 
bid by the Missouri Baptist Conven-
tion (MBC) requesting a jury trial 
to determine the legal ownership 
of one of its breakaway entities, the 
Windermere Baptist Conference 
Center.

Windermere is among five MBC 
entities – including The Baptist 
Home, Word&Way newspaper, the 
Missouri Baptist Foundation and 
Missouri Baptist University – that 
changed their governing documents 
to allow each to elect its own trustees 
in 2000 and 2001. The convention 
filed a lawsuit in Cole County Cir-
cuit Court against the five on Aug. 
13, 2002, in an attempt to regain 
control of them.

Judges for the court’s Southern 
District in Springfield, Mo., March 
25 upheld a 2013 decision from the 
Circuit Court of Camden County, 

preventing a planned jury trial in 
April of last year, the MBC news-
journal, The Pathway, reported.

The MBC appealed the decision 
to the Missouri Court of Appeals, 
which sided with the trial judge on 
procedural grounds.

A three-judge panel said 
procedural errors in the 
MBC’s appeal made it impos-
sible for the court to properly 
review a legal file exceeding 
4,200 pages. 

Because of that, the judges 
ruled, statements of fact pre-
sented by Windermere are 
legally unchallenged, and the 
state convention “has failed 
to persuade us as to the valid-
ity of its position.”

The MBC has 15 days to seek 
additional review or transfer of 
the case to the Missouri Supreme 
Court. If the convention’s executive 

board decides it has exhausted all 
legal remedies, it effectively ends the 
MBC’s decade-long effort to reclaim 
the 1,300-acre wooded conference 
center on the edge of the Lake of the 
Ozarks in central Missouri.

“We respect the court’s 
authority but are greatly 
disappointed by its deci-
sion,” John Yeats, MBC 
executive director, told The 
Pathway.

“The judges’ decision 
to dispose of the case for 
procedural reasons leaves 
unresolved the core factual 
issues we feel a jury is bet-
ter suited to decide.”

Yeats said his greatest 
disappointment is that Missouri 
Baptists may never hear the full 
story. Many details of the case are 
sealed and could only be disclosed 
in a public trial.

Yeats
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gives everyone to take His truth to 
the nations, then as adults “they will 
not depart from His truths and His 
call.”

“I believe that training leaders 
who will not only teach these truths, 
but live them out before the children 
they lead can be a vital part of God’s 
redemptive plan for the world,” she 
said.

During the training, Moore 
taught on various topics, such as the 
biblical basis of 
missions and 
the heart and 
lifestyle of a 
mission leader.

Participants 
came from all 
over the re-
gion, represent-
ing about 10 
churches and 
six language 
groups.

As Moore 
taught, her 
words were 
translated into French and then into 
the six languages.

Hers was the first of four train-
ing sessions that are being held for 
Route 412 leaders.

“Debbie’s incredible experi-
ence as a missionary in Africa and 
as a veteran missions leader and 
trainer for WMU was invaluable 
for that first Route 412 training,” 
said Shafto. “Her testimonies were 
both pertinent and challenging. 
She understood exactly what the 
objectives of Route 412 were and 
was able to challenge our children’s 
leaders to commit themselves to 
the priority task of teaching our 
children about missions.”

Moore said she can see how the 
Route 412 program will make an im-
pact in Burkina Faso, saying local 
Baptist churches haven’t had an 

organized plan to teach missions to 
children before.

“This is just brand-new so it’s 
going to begin to impact the lives 
of the children and their families 
to be involved in missions, which 
they’ve just never had before – and 
to help them realize that they can do 
missions, that they can pray for mis-
sions, they can pray for the mission-
aries that are working there, they can 
pray for their pastors (and) they can 
do missions ministry in their com-
munities,” said Moore. 

“They will start learning about 
people groups. They will start pray-
ing for people groups around the 

world – in 
their coun-
try as well 
as outside 
of  their 
country. It’s 
just going 
to open a 
whole new 
world for 
them be-
cause all 
t h e y ’ v e 
known be-
fore is just 
their little 

part of Burkina Faso, so it’s going 
to expand their world to realize that 
they have this part in God’s work.”

Shafto said the development of 
Route 412 and the training of lead-
ers was a partnership between the 
IMB, WMU in the United States, 
WMU in Burkina Faso and the local 
Union of Baptist Churches.

Once in place, Moore said the 
program will have awards for each 
of its three levels, much like pro-
grams in America. The woman who 
designed the award badges for the 
completion of each level is an IMB 
missionary and former Arkansas 
Baptist – Mona Hewitt.

Arkansas WMU members will 
contribute to the Route 412 pro-
gram by sewing sashes for each level.

Shafto noted how this gift will im-
pact those involved in the program.

“The cost of Route 412 is about 
$1.75 per child per year for our 
Burkina churches, with about one-
fifth of that being the cost of the 
award sash.  In many parts of Burki-
na, $1.75 is the equivalent of about 
one day’s salary,” she explained. 

“As part of the training, we prayer-
fully brainstormed about good ways 
to cover these costs, and participants 
came up with ideas anywhere from 
putting it in the church budget – for 
those who actually have a budget – 
to asking church leaders for a field 
that the children can cultivate and 
harvest to simply taking up an offer-
ing to help cover the costs.  It’s very 
important for our Burkina churches 
to consider the cost of discipleship 
for their children and to prayerfully 
find ways themselves to shoulder 
this responsibility.  

“As Arkansas WMU makes award 
sashes for some of the children, I be-
lieve that they will come alongside 
their brothers and sisters in Christ 
here in Burkina in a way that will 
help, but not cripple through de-
pendency, the advance of God’s 
kingdom among the children of the 
Baptist churches of Burkina Faso,” 
Shafto said.

Moore said the ABSC WMU ex-
ecutive board contributed financial-
ly toward her trip from an endow-
ment fund, and several executive 
board members donated personally.

Shafto expressed her thanks for 
those who give to the Coopera-
tive Program and the Lottie Moon 
Christmas Offering for Internation-
al Missions.

“Doing what I do as a missionary 
in Burkina Faso is a tremendous joy 
for me,” she said. “That joy-filled life 
is made possible through the incred-
ible generosity of Southern Baptists 
and their gifts to the Lottie Moon 
Christmas Offering and the Coop-
erative Program. Many, many thanks 
… to all of those who faithfully give 
so that others might hear the truth 
of His magnificent love.”

Contact Jessica Vanderpool at 
jessica@arkansasbaptist.org.

Moore poses with her translator Mamouna (right) and 
Lucienne, a pastor’s wife, during her recent mission trip 
to Burkina Faso, a country in West Africa. 
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seem quite right, does it honor 
God and the cause of Jesus Christ 
to remain silent?

Many today believe that a Bap-
tist editor should never infer that 
things are not always OK. Is that 
the posture that made the South-
ern Baptist Convention arguably 

one of the great-
est evangelical 
denominations in 
the history of the 
world?

We live in a 
culture that des-
perately needs 
to hear the truth 
of the cross. I 

wonder how we can expect to be 
champions for the transformational 
power of the gospel if we cannot be 
honest with ourselves and seek to 
always be truthful and upright in 
word and deed.

I am staunchly Southern Baptist 
in spite of the conflict and change 
our denomination has experienced 
– practically my entire adult life. 

However, in an age of lies propa-

A s a boy growing up on a row 
crop farm in southeast Mis-

souri, I had an occasion to visit 
family and neighbors who had 
cattle.

I recall being told many times 
upon entering the pasture, “Be 
careful not to step on a cow patty.”

While most of 
the time I was suc-
cessful in avoiding 
what was left be-
hind by the cattle, 
other times I was 
not – but it sure 
wasn’t for lack of 
effort.

Being editor of 
a state Baptist newspaper is much 
like that. For the most part, an edi-
tor can avoid cow patties scattered 
along the landscape, but other 
times – no matter how hard he tries 
– it is inevitable to step in one oc-
casionally.

Fortunately, most of the time it is 
easy to champion the work and de-
cisions of fellow Southern Baptists, 
but when something just doesn’t 

Avoiding cow patties
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Tim Yarbrough
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Should we be concerned about Hollywood’s opinion?
A recent film titled “Alone But 

Not Alone” was nominated 
for an Oscar. Due to nuanced 
nomination regulations of the 
Academy of Motion Picture Arts 
and Sciences, the film was re-
moved, prompting some within 
Christian circles to claim that 
Hollywood has a slight, if not 
overt, bias against Christianity. 
To such a change, I claim: Re-
joice! During the 1990s and early 
2000s, many followers of Christ 
set out on a massive campaign 
to change the way Hollywood 
viewed Christianity. Part of me 
understands why such a task 
would be undertaken. I, for one, 
have been miffed at many bibli-
cal and religious inaccuracies 
within Hollywood movies. Much 
of my angst subsided, however, 
when I realized that some in the 
“Church” are far worse than Hol-
lywood has ever depicted. 

I think it is time we ask our-
selves a question: Why should we 
care what Hollywood thinks of 
us? Should we not be more con-

cerned about what our neighbors, 
co-workers and lost family members 
think of us? Or, better yet, should 
we not be far more concerned 
about what God thinks? Hollywood 
is an eclectic, hyperbolic picture of 
our culture. Granted, movies and 
TV have an influence on Western 
culture, but if 
Christians are 
going to impact 
local communi-
ties, it must be 
done primarily 
at the grassroots 
level. Hoping 
that an institu-
tion of worldly 
proclivities will be a propagating 
arm of the gospel seems a little 
naive and shortsighted.    

Please don’t misunderstand me. 
I am not claiming that Christians 
should quit making movies or seg-
regate from the world. We must 
have cultural engagement. Fur-
thermore, we must use our talents 
and gifts as vessels for God’s glory 
and honor. I’m also not claiming 

we should avoid watching movies. 
I love watching TV and movies. In 
fact, I will even go a step further: 
I love thinking about the symbol-
ism and meaning behind the art in 
movies. I’m simply claiming that we 
should put the lost world’s view of 
Christianity in perspective. 

If a risque enter-
prise that prides 
itself on pushing 
the envelope is 
belittling and ridi-
culing followers of 
Christ, how con-
cerned should we 
be? Let’s be honest 
here: If Christians 

are looking for the full acceptance 
of Hollywood, the solution is sim-
ple. First, begin by compromising 
biblical morality – not all morality, 
mind you, just make sure to agree 
and disagree on the proper issues. 
Second, disavow any allegiance to 
an authority outside of natural in-
clinations and emotions. In Holly-
wood, desires and emotions are the 
only gods in which one can bow a 

knee. Third, be willing to accept 
all religions as equally valid. 

If Christians were willing to fol-
low the above steps, Hollywood 
would happily welcome us to the 
table. But our calling is much 
higher than the acceptance of a 
quintessential worldly institution. 
Our primary calling is not to be 
accepted by a propagating ma-
chine of the world. Our primary 
calling is to honor and glorify 
God in our obedience to His will, 
command and example. Once 
believers place worldly acceptance 
above godly allegiance, any sense 
of a Christ-like faith will erode 
away – for our standard of liv-
ing does not come from fallen 
worldly prerogatives, but from the 
divine mandate of this world’s 
Creator. Thus, our primary con-
cern must be that of our heavenly 
Father, not the whim of a fallen 
entertainment industry.

Editor’s Note: Chad Meeks is a 
current Ph.D. student at Southwest-
ern Baptist Theological Seminary in 
Fort Worth, Texas.

Cartoon by Gary Thomas   

gated by the king of lies – Satan 
– we must forward the truth of the 
cross at all costs.

I don’t believe God is finished 
with Southern Baptists just yet. 
He needs denominational lead-
ers, pastors and members to join 
together to charge the gates of hell 

with boldness and tenacity, and to 
always stand for truth.

Any less is dishonoring our Lord 
and Savior.

Tim Yarbrough is editor of the Ar-
kansas Baptist News. He is available 
to speak in your church. Email him at 
tim@arkansasbaptist.org.

CHURCH

ISSUES

   Chad Meeks
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Becoming the ‘go-to’ church
The vast majority of communities throughout Ar-

kansas have a “go-to” church that they rely upon to 
be there when “stuff happens” – when tragedy strikes at 
the high school, when a natural disaster occurs, when 
the decisions of a few shake the moral fabric of the 
town or when there are just not enough volunteers to 
staff the annual festival. These churches are rightly po-
sitioned to minister to the masses – to truly impact the 
culture with the truth of Jesus Christ.

I have had the privilege of serving several “go-to” 
churches. While one of these churches was positioned 
as the community “go-to” church 
before I arrived, the rest were not.  It 
took an average of about three years 
to navigate each of those churches 
into that role. Once there, our annual 
baptisms more than tripled, our atten-
dance grew rapidly and our influence 
in the community increased exponen-
tially. 

Here are some tips for getting there:
(1) Pastor, get involved in the com-

munity. Is there a Rotary Club? Join it. Is the church a 
member of the chamber of commerce? If not, why not? 
Attend and participate in the meetings.

(2) Pastor, fly above the politics. As you get involved 
in the community, do not get down and dirty in the 
politics. You need to position yourself to be able to 
minister to all people. By all means, take biblical stands 
on issues and do not condone sin; but don’t draw un-
necessary lines in the sand.

(3) Connect with the public schools. The church 
staff (church leaders) should develop professional 
relationships with school administrators, coaches 
and teachers. A youth minister should earn–and pro-
tect–the privilege of eating lunch with high school 

and middle school students on a regular basis – always 
conducting himself in a respectable and professional 
manor. If you are in a one-high-school town, utilize 
your church sign to cheer on the high school football 
team or marching band. A simple “Go Bulldogs”– or 
whatever your mascot is – goes a long way.

(4) Observe the “law of presence.” Be visible. Attend 
community events, go to high school ballgames, con-
certs and productions, always arriving early enough to 
interact with people.

(5) Make your congregation available and ready. 
There are always community events, 
causes and services needing pools 
of volunteers. Organize pools of vol-
unteers in your church who can be 
ready, even at a moment’s notice, to 
step in and help.  

(6) Make your church facilities 
available to the community. Too 
many churches are just stingy with 
their buildings. A church building is 
a tool, not a “holy place.” The “tem-

ple” is not the building – as believers, our bodies are 
the temple of the Holy Spirit.  The building is just that 
– a building; and it should be used as much as possible 
for community meetings, social gatherings, a voting poll 
and special interest classes.

(7) Be careful to not portray your church against 
the community. Jesus never positioned Himself against 
people – only against sin. Live like Jesus, love like Jesus 
and leave a trail of changed lives.

Community leaders, school administrators and pub-
lic officials go to whom they can trust.  People trust 
those whom they know. So, build relationships, be 
trustworthy and love people. It works!

Eric Ramsey is president of TCWM in Mountainburg.

Bring on the laughter

UNCOVERED
DISH

Ann Hibbard

Gore

Baptists Ask

It’s not often that Bible verses 
seemingly contradict; it’s even 

more rare when those verses 
appear next to each other! Prov-
erbs 26:4 urges readers to resist 
responding to a fool, so they will 
not be like him. The next verse, 
however, says the opposite: An-
swer the fool or he will think he 
is wise. These opposing bits of 
wisdom can 
be bewilder-
ing, to say 
the least!

When 
reading these 
verses, it’s 
important to 
remember of 
a couple of 
things. 

First, the Bible does not con-
tradict itself. If it appears to con-
tradict, the problem falls on the 
reader instead of the text. Mar-
tin Luther, heavily influenced by 
Paul’s theology of grace alone, 
never understood James’ view of 
faith of works. Yet, James agreed 
with Paul: One is not saved by 
good works, but saved to do 
them (Eph. 2:8-10; James 2:26).

Second, proverbs are words 
that are from the observation 
and reflection of life. While 
proverbs may be applied in spe-
cific situations, not every situ-
ation will work. For example, 
if one applies Proverbs 16:3 to 
every time and every event, it 
would go against the author’s 
intent. Rather than applying a 
proverb to every circumstance, it 
is better to let the event dictate 
the appropriate proverb used.

When Proverbs 26:4-5 is read 
together, the author cautions 
the reader to use discretion in 
how to approach a fool. There 
are times to speak and times 
to be silent. Sometimes dialog 
makes matters worse, rather 
than better. 

George Bernard Shaw report-
edly said, “Never wrestle a pig; 
you’ll both get dirty, and the pig 
likes it.” 

Believers should be quick to 
listen, slow to speak and slow to 
become angry (James 1:19). Fol-
lowing this advice will prevent a 
multitude of disasters. 

 Ken Gore is chairman of the 
department of Christian studies at 
Williams Baptist College in Walnut 
Ridge. Baptists Ask is reader-driven. 
Arkansas Baptists may submit ques-
tions on a variety of biblical matters 
for consideration. 

If you have a question you would 
like to be considered for Baptists 
Ask, email it to tim@arkansasbap-
tist.org.

When I read Proverbs 26:4-5, 
I get confused. Should I or 
shouldn’t I answer a fool?

ANSWERING
THE CALL

Eric Ramsey

R ecently, two of my nieces came to stay with us for a 
few days. We experienced the normal chaos of re-

incorporating a toddler and a preschooler into a home 
that had not housed either one for quite some time. 
But in the midst of it all, I noticed something precious. 
Everyone, from oldest to youngest, wanted to make the 
toddler laugh. 

I happen to think that baby laughs 
are absolutely adorable. They make 
me want to join right in with the 
laughter! But it really does not stop 
with babies. 

You see, I still love the laughter of 
my children, even though they are 
well past the baby stage. My oldest has 
such a vivid imagination. She creates 
images in her mind and will spontaneously laugh when-
ever she recalls that image. It is delightful! My middle 
child is more reserved and serious. But when she truly 
laughs, it is a deep, breathtaking belly laugh that few 
can resist sharing. Then there’s my youngest. His cackle 
still has just a hint of that precious little boy sound that 
melts my heart. 

I love my husband’s laughter, too. When he laughs, I 
know he is relaxed. There is nothing like sharing a mo-
ment with him, both of us doubling over because of a 
delightful thought. 

As I watched my whole family seek to make my niece 
laugh, I realized that laughter is far too frequently kept 

separate from the practical aspects of our lives. Some-
how, our culture and lifestyle have convinced us that 
the source of our laughter needs to come from some-
thing external to daily life. We hire it out, relying on 
entertainers or media to make us laugh. We need just 
the right setting and just the right company to help us 
relax, forget the stresses of life and laugh. 

It does not have to be that way! In 
fact, it should not be that way. We 
are children of God, commanded to 
rejoice in the Lord always. Now, I do 
realize that sometimes our joy cannot 
be accompanied by laughter because 
it is experienced despite a heart bro-
ken in pain. But, we often act as if 
that is the norm for our lives. We 

behave as if there is no room for joy that is truly happy 
joy. 

What if we were to intentionally make laughter a 
natural part of what we do, day in and day out? It does 
not take much to encourage laughter in the soul of 
someone else. Anyone who has ever been around a 
cackling baby knows that laughter is contagious. Some-
times sharing a laugh simply requires that we relax a bit, 
taking a moment to laugh ourselves. 

What can you do today to induce laughter in the 
ones you love?

Ann Hibbard is a pastor’s wife and member of First Baptist 
Church, Almyra. Read her blog at www.annehibbard.com.

Read any good books lately?

@arkbaptnews on 
Facebook and Twitter

Read more news 
and commentary 

at
www.arkansasbaptist.org

or

The Arkansas Baptist News (ABN) 
invites pastors, other church 

staff and members of Arkansas Bap-
tist churches to submit reviews of re-
ligion-related books they have read.

Preferably, the book review 
should be no more than 350 words 
and should be about a book released 

in the past six months. 
Reviews submitted for publica-

tion may be edited for content and 
style. If interested, please contact 
Tim Yarbrough, editor, at tim@ar-
kansasbaptist.org, or 501-376-4791, 
ext. 5151. Visit www.arkansasbap-
tist.org/reviews for examples.
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continued from page one
CAMDEN

lighted by generators was held on 
Sunday, April 6. Teams serving were 
from Balboa Baptist Church, Hot 
Springs Village, Harmony Baptist 
Association and Tri-County Baptist 
Association.

Randy Garrett, who served as a 
“white hat” during the deployment, 
said the focus of 32 Arkansas Bap-
tist volunteers was recovery, such as 
using chain saws to clear fallen trees 

and debris from streets, buildings 
and yards.

“Primarily, we are working at get-
ting limbs and trees off of people’s 
homes,” said Garrett. “We try to get 
with the folks that don’t have insur-
ance. We’ve done – counting the 
tarping jobs – 15 total jobs in two 
days.”

Garrett added that, as of April 6, 
the team had about 10 more jobs 
to complete and planned to return 
later in the week when the weather 
broke.

One team continued to work 
through the rain April 6 at the house 

of an elderly woman, who greatly ap-
preciated the help of Southern Bap-
tists.

“(She is an) 84-year-old lady who 
is a widow and very disturbed be-
cause of the damage. … She had 
lived in this home all of her life. She 
had a lot of trees down, but there 
was nothing structurally wrong with 
her home,” said Garrett. “We were 
able to comfort her, and when we 
left, she felt better that we had been 
here.”

He added, “People don’t realize 
that if you have insurance, … if it 
hits your house they will take care 
of it. But if it is just down on the 
property, they won’t do anything.”

Mayor Claybaker told the Arkan-
sas Baptist News that the response 
from the city, county and state of-
ficials “has been great,” but it was 
Southern Baptist volunteers who 
stepped in and assisted area resi-
dents who really needed it.

“We had everything we needed, 
the National Guard to the Depart-
ment of Corrections, here to clear 
off the right of way. We had our 
police and our fire out … for some 
of them for 24 hours. The problem 
with that is that you can only get 
them on public right of way. What 
was really affected were the people.

“We have some across from the 
church that are well-off financially. 
… They have a way of taking care of 
the problem. But … the worst of this 
was in an area where we didn’t have 

a lot of financially stable people,” 
Claybaker said. 

“My quandary was, ‘What do we 
do to help the people?’ Then Wade 
Totty (pastor of Cullendale First 
Baptist Church) called and said, ‘Do 
you need help?’ He told me about 
the Southern Baptist association 
and disaster relief program they had.

“Really what happened is that 
they came in and (have) pretty much 
taken care of the big gap that we had 
between state, local and the county 
work forces. So the part they played 
was probably the integral part of 
getting this thing taken care of. Sal-
vation Army (and) the Red Cross 
came in providing meals and some 
of those types of things. But as far 
as getting the trees off of the houses 
and out of these front yards and 
across driveways, that was (Southern 
Baptists),” said Claybaker.

Tiffany Dickson (left) and husband, Robb 
Dickson, work April 6 to clear debris from a 
house in Camden damaged by recent storms.
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OBU, Camp Siloam mourn loss of Shelby Seabaugh
MAGNOLIA – Shelby Seabaugh, a 
junior Christian studies/philosophy 
major at Ouachita Baptist Univer-
sity from Magnolia, died unexpect-
edly March 27.

Seabaugh, 21, is survived by her 
parents, Michael and Laurie Sea-
baugh, and her siblings, Haydn and 
Gracen. Michael Seabaugh, a gradu-
ate of Columbia Christian School 
and a 1985 graduate of Ouachita, 
has been pastor of Central Baptist 

Church, Magnolia, since 2010. She 
is also survived by her fiancé, Josh-
ua Cassidy, and many other family 
members, including her grandpar-
ents, Rodney and Rosemary Grif-
fin, of Magnolia, and Wayne and 
Glenda Seabaugh, who attend Bal-
boa Baptist Church in Hot Springs 
Village.

Shelby Seabaugh was a summer 
staff member of Camp Siloam in 
2012 and 2013 and played a promi-

nent roll as a lead member of the 
drama team, said Jason Wilkie, ex-
ecutive director of Camp Siloam.

“The Seabaugh family is a very 
loved family by the Camp Siloam 
family – by everybody who has at-
tended Camp Siloam and the staff 
– and our hearts have gone out to 
them in their loss,” Wilkie said. “We 
were blessed to have Shel-
by as part of our summer 
staff the last two years. 
... She was the kind of 
girl who would find the 
camper who was sitting 
alone and maybe wasn’t 
the most popular camper 
and would sit down and 
talk to them. She really 
had a heart and intuition 
for those who were hurt-
ing.”

Wilkie said that, last 
year, he and Seabaugh’s 
parents wrote an original play for 
Camp Siloam with Seabaugh in 
mind for the lead.

“In her death, I kind of thought 
of that as her ‘swan song’ and how 
great it was that we got to be a part 
of it,” he said. “In her death, she has 
preached her greatest message, help-
ing all of us consider the fragileness 
of life and the hope of eternity and 
(that) when you make Jesus Lord 
of your life, it means you go when 
He calls, even if He’s calling you to 
heaven. She was a treasure.”

Seabaugh was involved in a num-
ber of campus organizations at 
Ouachita, including the Ouachita 
Student Foundation, EEE women’s 
social club and Pruet Sisterhood. A 
Tiger Network Leadership Award re-
cipient, she also was involved in the 
Carl Goodson Honors Program and 
was on the dean’s list.

Recalling that “Shelby was excited 
about coming to Ouachita,” Presi-
dent Rex Horne said, “Her smile 
and enthusiasm about Ouachita was 
contagious. Now for nearly three 
years on campus, I saw her smile and 
felt her joy of being in this special 
place.”

Affirming the Seabaugh family’s 
commitment to “faithfully serving 
the Lord,” he said, “We will all pray 
for the Seabaugh family. We all feel 
a depth of sorrow and want to help 
shoulder the burden of grief. It’s cer-
tainly a loss to Ouachita.

“There is also gratitude,” Horne 
added. “Because of Jesus’ resurrec-
tion, this is not a final goodbye, but 
a brief time until we’ll see Shelby 
again. In the meantime, we will cling 
to the One who gives life, forgive-
ness of sin and hope.”

“Shelby Seabaugh had an infec-

tious smile, a genuine love for peo-
ple and a passion for Christ,” said 
Scott Jackson, associate professor of 
Christian ministries in Ouachita’s 
Pruet School of Christian Studies. 
“She truly displayed a contagious 
Christian faith.

“Recently, Shelby taught a Bible 
study in my Communicating the 

Gospel class,” he re-
flected. “Her passage was 
from Colossians 1:15-20, 
which reads in part, ‘And 
he (Jesus) is the head of 
the body, the church; he 
is the beginning and the 
firstborn from among 
the dead, so that in ev-
erything he might have 
the supremacy.’ Shelby 
taught with great humor, 
theological savvy and pas-
sion for Jesus. She knew 
Him well and loved Him 

dearly. I’m thankful that today she is 
in His glorious presence.”

Visitation was held April 1, at 
Lewis Funeral Home in Magno-
lia. The memorial service was held 
April 2, at Central Baptist Church 
and was officiated by Jackson and 
Wilkie. Burial followed at Sharman 
Cemetery under the direction of 
Lewis Funeral Home Inc. in Magno-
lia. A memorial service for the uni-
versity community was held April 3, 
in Jones Performing Arts Center on 
the Ouachita campus.

Memorials may be made to 
Ouachita Baptist University, Camp 
Siloam or Central Baptist Church.
Accident claims student

This marks the second tragedy 
to impact the Ouachita campus in 
the span of a week. Andrew Hernan-
dez, a 2012 Ouachita graduate, died 
March 22 in a single-car accident.

Andrew, 25, was the manager of 
TaMolly’s Mexican Restaurant in 
Arkadelphia. He is survived by his 
parents, Andres Hernandez Mendo-
za and Servanda Jacinto Lopez; three 
brothers, Oscar Hernandez, David 
Noriega and Damian Noriega, and 
three sisters, Mariela Hernandez, 
Edith Hernandez and Valeria Tor-
res, a freshman at Ouachita. His 
mother works on Ouachita’s build-
ing services staff.

Andrew’s obituary affirmed that 
he “filled everyone around him with 
love, laughter and care,” adding that 
“he will be remembered by his gen-
erosity and infectious smile.”

His memorial service was held 
March 29 at Second Baptist Church, 
Arkadelphia.

Compiled from Ouachita Baptist 
University, The Magnolia Reporter and 
Arkansas Baptist News reports.

Seabaugh
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C l a s s i f i e d s
PASTOR

Ridgeview Baptist Church, Wynne, is seeking 
a full-time pastor. Send resume to Ridgeview 
Baptist Church Pastor Search Committee, P.O. Box 
555, Wynne, AR 72396.

Cedar Glades Baptist Church in Mountain Pine is 
seeking a full-time pastor. Please send resume 
to Cedar Glades Baptist Church, Pastor Search Com-
mittee, 303 Gum Springs Road, Mountain Pine, AR 
71956.

Kingsland First Baptist Church is seeking a pas-
tor. Parsonage is provided. Please send resumes to 
Kingsland First Baptist Church, P.O. Box 97, King-
sland, AR 71652.

Emmet First Baptist Church is seeking bi-vo-
cational pastor. Please send resume to Emmet 
First Baptist Church Pastor Search Committee, P.O. 
Box 186, Emmet, AR 71835.

Sylamore Baptist, Mountain View, is seeking 
a bi-vocational pastor. Call 901-351-1040, 
email to kenw@mvtel.net or mail resume to P.O. 
Box 1596, Mountain View, AR 72560.

Leachville Second Baptist is seeking bi-voca-
tional pastor. Please send resume to Leachville 
Second Baptist Church Pastor Search Committee, 
P.O. Box 565, Leachville, AR 72438.

All Souls Interdenominational Church in Scott 
is searching for a pastor. Parsonage available. 
Please send resumes to Pastor Search Committee, 
c/o Stuart Vess, 11221 Craig Road, Scott, AR 72142 
or email to svess@aol.com.

OTHER STAFF POSITIONS

South Side Baptist Church is seeking a part-
time worship leader. Please send resume to 
South Side Baptist Church, Attn: Personnel Com-
mittee, 2400 Dodson Ave., Fort Smith, AR 72901. 
For job description: 479-782-5041 or see “Part-
Time Worship Leader” on our website at www.
ssbconline.org.

First Baptist Church of Hamburg is seeking a 
full-time youth minister. Send resume to 
First Baptist Church, P.O. Box 352, Hamburg,  AR 
71646 or email to sbchbg_office@sbcglobal.net.

West Baptist Church, Batesville, is seeking a 
full-time family ministries pastor. Send 
resume to West Baptist Church, Attn: Cory Majors, 
1100 N. Central Ave., Batesville, AR 72501 or email 
to pastorclmaj.west@gmail.com.

First Baptist Church of DeWitt is searching for 
a full-time student minister to minister to 
our youth and children. If you feel called to student 
ministry, please submit your resume to brojimmy-
albrecht@yahoo.com or mail them to 322 W. First 
St., DeWitt, AR 72042.

Lonoke Baptist Church is seeking a youth 
minister (grades seven through 12) who 
can effectively minister to the needs of youth and 
their parents. The youth minister will be respon-
sible for spiritual, administrative and ministerial 
leadership, under the direct supervision of our pas-
tor, Scott Miller. If interested, please contact Pastor 
Miller: 501-676-5136, scottm@lonokebaptist.org. 

Resumes will be received through April 29, 2014.
First Baptist Church, Smackover, is looking for 

a part-time worship leader for our Sunday 
service only – please contact the church, 870-
725-3941, or Steve Sharp, 870-725-6027, or mail 
your resume to 201 W. Seventh St., Smackover, AR 
71762.

Fairfield Bay Baptist Church is seeking a full-
time minister of music and outreach. 
Please send resumes to P.O. Box 1029, Fairfield Bay, 
AR 72088 or email to worship@ffbbaptist.com.

Pearcy Baptist Church, west of Hot Springs, is 
seeking a part-time worship leader and a 
part-time student minister. Email resume to 
pearcybaptist@yahoo.com.

First Baptist Church of Batesville is seeking a 
full-time minister of preschool/children. 
Send resume to First Baptist Church, Stacy Reed, 
P.O. Box 2455, Batesville, AR 72503 or email to 
stacy@fbcbatesville.org.

Barcelona Road Baptist Church, Hot Springs 
Village, is seeking a permanent part-time di-
rector of children. Please contact the church 
office at 501-922-0692 for a position description. 
Resumes required by April 23, 2014.

Full-time youth leader: First Baptist 
Church, Crane, Mo., is prayerfully seeking a leader 
for our youth ministry. Please email resume to fb-
clindah@centurytel.net or mail to Search Commit-
tee, P.O. Box 414, Crane, MO 65633.

Seeking student pastor to provide oversight, 
teaching and ministry to students from K-college. 

The First Baptist Church of Poteau is seeking a full-
time staff member to work alongside a dedicated 
team of staff and volunteers to minister to the 
student population of our town. Poteau, located in 
the hills of southeastern Oklahoma, 25 miles east 
of Fort Smith, Ark., is a county seat town with an 
excellent school system and college. Send resume 
to 300 North Witte, Poteau, OK, 74953 or to pote-
aufbc@gmail.com.

First Baptist Church, Maumelle, is looking for a 
church pianist. Our services are blended with a 
35-voice choir that sings every Sunday. Our next 
pianist needs to be a dynamic Christian, good at 
reading music and creative with the instrument. 
Needed for two services on Sunday, as well as 
Wednesday nights for choir rehearsal. Contact 
Bruce Rodtnick at Rodtnick@comcast.net for more 
information.

MISCELLANEOUS 

Convention: Choice hotel accommodations 
– walking distance, with breakfast. Washington 
D.C. motor coach tours: Sunday and Thursday, $99. 
Lancaster, Pa., post-convention trip. Christian Trav-
elers: 800-972-8952. Christiantravelers.net. Email: 
charlescooper34@att.net.

To advertise in the ABN classifieds, 
call 501-376-4791, ext. 5161

‘Spirit of the Lord’ drives team in Haiti
Jessica Vanderpool
Arkansas Baptist News

ALPENA – Junior, a Haitian man 
in his early 20s, wanted a sign from 
God before he would believe in 
Christ.

He told a member of a recent Ar-
kansas Baptist mission team – which 
primarily consisted of members 
from Osage Baptist Church, Alpena 
– that the sign he wanted was a Bible 
in French.

But a French Bible wasn’t the 
only sign Junior got.

The mission team, which trav-
eled to Haiti in January, served with 
Monel Jules, the Arkansas Baptist 
State Convention’s (ABSC) partner 
in northern Haiti. The ABSC was 
connected with Jules, who is a Hai-
tian pastor and church planter and 
the dean of the theology department 
at North Haiti Christian University, 
as a result of the convention’s work 
in Leogane, Haiti, following the 
2010 earthquake. 

About 120 teams have served 
through the ABSC partnership in 
the Leogane area. Now, because of 
the partnership with Jules, teams 
like the one from Osage Baptist are 
able to minister in northern Haiti 
as well.

The Osage team served in a va-
riety of ways, which ranged from 
doing evangelism and construction 
to teaching English and doing chil-
dren’s ministry. They were also able 
to familiarize themselves with the 
“goat project,” which provides goats 
to families in need. 

In addition, Lannie Younger, 
pastor of Osage Baptist, preached 
at Jules’ church – Eden Baptist 
Church.

“It was a marvelous experience,” 
Younger said. “I mean, the Spirit of 
the Lord was there – it was just so 
strong.”

But it was through a medical clin-
ic that the team met Junior.

A couple months before the 
team’s trip to Haiti, Bob Fielding, 
ABSC missions team member who 
works with international missions 
mobilization, suggested to Jules that 
they find a remote location where 
they could hold a medical clinic. 
Jules agreed, and as he visited the 
chosen location, he met Junior, who 
became the point man to help set up 
the clinic. 

The original date for the medical 
clinic was Monday, Jan. 13, but due 
to unforeseen circumstances, it was 
delayed until the following day.

Though there were no medical 
personnel on the Osage team, team 
members served by helping with 
registration, playing with those who 
waited for the doctor and praying 
with those who were sick. Mean-
while, Jules’ wife – Dr. Joselie Jules, 
a physician – and a couple of assis-
tants, saw patients.

“They definitely had a medical 
need and a spiritual need, and they 
were hungry to hear both,” said 
Brent Fry, member of Osage Baptist. 

Fielding, who accompanied the 
team to Haiti, said instead of seeing 
75 patients at the medical clinic – 
their original plan – they saw 153 

patients. 
One of those was a toddler. His 

head was lolling back as his mother 
carried him to the clinic. His eyes 
were rolled back in his head; his 
breathing was heavy. As the doctor 
looked at him, she noted the child 
would die within 24 hours if he 
wasn’t taken to the 
hospital. 

As Fielding was 
preparing to fol-
low the toddler 
and his mother to 
the hospital, Ju-
nior approached 
to say goodbye.

“Junior, I un-
derstand … that 
before you’ll be-
lieve in Jesus, you 
need a sign from 
God,” Fielding 
said through a 
translator, asking 
the man if he could share a story 
with him. 

The man agreed, and Fielding 
began recounting the story behind 
the team’s work with the medical 
clinic that day. He reminded Junior 
how the original plan had been to 
hold the clinic a day earlier, and 
then he noted the woman who was 
being taken to the hospital.

“Here’s what you don’t know,” 
Fielding said. “We prayed with her 
a while ago, and one of the team 
members asked her, ‘When did your 
baby get sick?’ And she said, ‘Late 
last night.’”

Junior looked at Fielding, the 

truth dawning on him.
“And your team wouldn’t have 

been here,” the Haitian man said 
with wide eyes.

“That’s right,” Fielding said. 
“What other sign do you need?”

Though Junior did not accept 
Christ at that time, he has received 

a Bible and Monel 
Jules continues 
to follow up with 
him. 

Thirteen people 
did accept Christ 
at the medical 
clinic, and they are 
being plugged in 
to a local church.

Several more 
people were saved 
during the rest of 
their trip.

“The Osage 
Baptist Church 
group is a great ex-

ample of how the Lord can use Ar-
kansas Baptists to not only encour-
age a Haitian church planter like 
Monel Jules, but help them expand 
there ministries and reach more peo-
ple for Christ,” said Fielding.

Fry noted how much the trip ben-
efited Osage Baptist members.

“I know that we certainly have 
more of a heart for missions and 
more of a heart for that part of the 
world for having been there and hav-
ing seen how our convention works 
and how God is working in other 
parts of the world,” he said.

Contact Jessica Vanderpool at 
jessica@arkansasbaptist.org.

Dr. Joselie Jules sees a patient at a medical 
clinic in Haiti.
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MAY 18 has been designated as the 
official 2014 Arkansas Baptist News 
(ABN) Day of Prayer.

Arkansas Baptists are encouraged 
to pray during the month of May 
for the work of their state Baptist 
newspaper, as well as for the work 
being done across the Natural State 
through the ministry of Arkansas 
Baptist churches and institutions.

In recognition of the 2014 ABN 
Day of Prayer, a special bulletin in-

sert will be mailed to all Arkansas 
Baptist churches for distribution on 
May 18 or the following Sunday. 

The insert is being produced by 
the ABN in cooperation with the 
Arkansas Baptist State Convention 
executive and administrative team.

Members of the ABN staff and 
board of directors are available to 
speak on May 18 or other times dur-
ing May to support the emphasis. 
Call 501-376-4791, ext. 5153.

ABN Day of Prayer May 18

ROBBY TINGLE, Arkansas Bap-
tist State Convention (ABSC) 
church planting team lead-
er, returned home March 
28 after weeks of surgeries 
and rehabilitation therapy 
following a Feb. 16 auto-
mobile accident.

Tingle sustained mul-
tiple injuries in the acci-
dent, the most serious of 
which was a broken pelvis 
and broken ankle, accord-
ing to his wife, Cynthia. 
Since the accident, Tingle has un-

dergone more than a dozen surger-
ies to repair damage from his inju-

ries. One of the surgeries 
placed a rod through his 
right heal and ankle to 
help lend stability to his 
injured leg. Surgeries for 
skin grafts and removal of 
the rod in his ankle are ex-
pected to take place in the 
future. 

“Robby continues to do 
great, and God continues 
to be amazing!” said Cyn-

thia Tingle. 

Tingle returns home

Tingle

THE ARKANSAS BAPTIST News  
(ABN) is announcing its annual A 
Tribute to Godly Fathers contest.

In an effort to honor all fathers, 
each year the ABN selects a Father of 
the Year based on entries.

The issue prior to Father’s Day an-
nounces the winner and includes the 
winning tribute, which will be cho-
sen based on qualities of the father, 
godliness of the man being honored 
and inspiration and readability of the 
essay submitted. 

Writers are asked to submit a brief 
tribute (300 words or less) about 
their father or another worthy father 
they know. The father’s full name 

and church home, as well as the 
phone number and email address of 
the submitter, must be included with 
the tribute. 

The father nominated must be 
a current member of an Arkansas 
Southern Baptist church.

The ABN will recognize the win-
ning father in his local church and 
present him with a gift June 8.

All tributes should be received in 
the ABN office no later than May 30. 

Send tributes to Father of the 
Year Contest, Arkansas Baptist News, 
10 Remington Drive, Little Rock, 
AR 72204 or email them to jeanie@ 
arkansasbaptist.org. 

ABN announces annual 
Father of the Year contest

Happy Birthday!
to all the missionary kids attending college who are

 celebrating birthdays in the month of May.
◆ May 7: Nathan Dickard, OBU Box 4212, Arkadelphia, AR 71998-0001; 
 South Africa. 
◆ May 10: Katie Butts, OBU Box 4634, Arkadelphia, AR 71998-0001; 
 Brazil. 
◆ May 30: Brandon Gaither, OBU Box 3466, Arkadelphia, AR 71998-0001; 
 Belize. 
◆ May 31: Zach Fricke, OBU Box 4429, Arkadelphia, AR 71998-0001; 
 Guatemala. Church life

Beech Street Baptist Church, 
Gurdon, will hold their third annu-
al women’s conference from 10 a.m. 
to noon May 3. Guest speaker will 
be Sarah Plyler. The theme of the 
conference is A Passion for Prayer. 
For more information, contact Kelly 
Cox at 870-353-8187.

On the move
Larry Plyler, is serving as associa-

tional missionary for Carey Baptist 
Association.

Carl Fair will begin serving April 
27 as pastor of First Baptist Church, 
Dardanelle. Ken Jerome has been 
serving as interim. 

Milestones
Reynolds Memorial Baptist 

Church, Little Rock, will celebrate 
its 100th anniversary in May.

Eugene Anderson Ryan, 85, of 
North Little Rock, died April 2. 

He was a graduate of 
Ouachita Baptist Col-
lege (now Ouachita 
Baptist University) and 
Southwestern Baptist 
Theological Seminary. 
He pastored multi-
ple Arkansas Baptist 

churches, including First Baptist 
Church, Runyan and Lexa Bap-
tist Church, Lexa. He is survived 
by his wife, Martha Dewbre-Ryan; 
two daughters; four granddaugh-
ters; nine great-grandchildren, and 
a sister. He was preceded in death 
by his parents, brother and his first 
wife and the mother of his children, 
Elizabeth Chaney Ryan. 

Charles Phelan Boone, 85, of 
Texarkana, Texas, died 
March 17. He pas-
tored Southern Baptist 
churches in Arkansas, 
Missouri and Texas. He 
was a board of trustees 
member of Williams 
Baptist College and 

served on the Arkansas Baptist News 
board of directors. Survivors include 
his wife, Laverne; three sons; seven 
grandchildren, and four great-grand-
children. Services were held March 
19 at East Memorial Chapel at East 
Funeral Home in Texarkana, Texas. 
Burial followed in East Memorial 
Gardens, Texarkana, Ark. 

Obituaries
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Jeff Thompson
associational missionary

Concord Baptist Association
Fort Smith

Proverbs 23:19-21 warns of the 
dangers of associating with those 
who overindulge in wine and food. 
What are we to make of this wis-
dom? Often overeating and excessive 
drinking of alcohol are symptoms of  
– and serve to mask – deeper issues. 
What can we learn 
about alcohol and glut-
tony from this passage?

The writer of Prov-
erbs teaches his child 
to keep his “mind on 
the right course” (Prov. 
23:19, HCSB). The 
right course is not to 
associate with those 
who are drunkards or 
gluttons. The real issue 
is what “associate” 
means. The New In-
ternational Version of 
the Bible offers a different transla-
tion of Proverbs 23:20, stating, “Do 
not join those who drink too much 
wine,” while the English Standard 
Version advises for believers to “be 
not among drunkards.” What is the 
appropriate level of distance for a 
Christian to be from alcohol? Most 
likely what is meant is not to par-
ticipate. The point is not that Chris-
tians should never be around drunks 

or gluttons (we would all have to 
skip the next church potluck). 

In addition, the writer does not 
comment on the social stigma of 
being seen with a drunkard. The 
wisdom found in Proverbs 23:19-21 
is that Christ-followers must be led 

by the Spirit, not by forc-
es that alter one’s ability 
to think clearly. 

It is notable that glut-
tony is placed right be-
side drunkenness. For 
most, gluttony is a lesser 
sin since food doesn’t 
alter one’s mind, causing 
him to do unthinkable 
acts. However, the writer 
is warning that drunken-
ness and gluttony share 
a common trait: lack of 
judgment. Both alcohol-

ism and gluttony will lead a person 
to poverty (Prov. 23:21). Loosing ev-
erything that they hold dear, they 
will pursue one more drink or bite.

As a Christ-follower, take every 
thought and desire captive before 
God and ask if it pleases Him. Then 
ask if the desire is wise and will bless 
your family. This principle is true of 
alcohol, food or anything that might 
control one’s actions and thoughts.

Matthew 8:1-4 depicts Jesus heal-
ing a leper. Leprosy was seen not 
only as a physical disease, but also as 
a social disease. Lepers were thought 
to be unclean. But Jesus showed us 
another way. He touched the leper, 
and instantly the man was healed. 
The former leper was 
then instructed to go to 
a place lepers were for-
bidden – to the Temple 
to show himself to the 
priest. He was an out-
sider no more. 

Then follows the 
healing of a Roman cen-
turion’s servant (Matt. 
8:5-13). This healing, 
like that of the leper, 
did not seem likely. A 
Roman centurion in 
Capernaum was not 
welcome. But when he comes to 
Jesus on behalf of a distressed ser-
vant, Jesus commits to heal the ser-
vant even before He is asked. The 
centurion declares that he is unwor-
thy for such a pastoral visit. 

“Just say the word,” he said, “and 
my servant will be healed.” 

Jesus saw in this not simply a 
reply of humility or embarrassment, 
but an expression of deep faith. 

The teaching that summarizes 
both healings comes in Jesus’ reply 
to the Centurion: “I tell you, I have 
not found anyone in Israel with such 
great faith.”

But He did find it in the untouch-
able leper and the despised centu-

rion. But faith was not 
found where one would 
expect it. Jesus declares 
in Matthew 8:11-12 that 
“many will come from 
the east and the west” – 
that is, from all nations 
and races – to eat at the 
kingdom banquet table, 
but those for whom it 
was intended will be out-
side in the dark. 

Here the good news 
is declared. No one ex-
ists beyond God’s caring 

favor. We are all sinners. But God 
loved us to such an extent that He 
gave Himself for us. 

We have come from the east and 
the west without regard to race, 
nationality, gender, age, economic 
condition, educational attainment, 
etc. He has set a table before us to 
partake in things of which the pa-
triarch could only dream. What a 
wonderful hope! 

Lee McGlone
pastor

First Baptist
Arkadelphia 

Our focal passages allow us to 
observe at least three attributes of 
biblical wisdom related to sexual im-
morality: 

(1) Biblical wisdom recognizes 
the very real appeal of seduction 
(Prov. 5:3). Have you 
ever heard: “He/she 
must be blind? His/her 
spouse is so beautiful/
handsome and the other 
woman/man can’t hold 
a candle to them.” This 
kind of statement made 
in response to moral 
failure is sincere in its 
assessment. Yet, it is a 
foolish sentiment. 

The hook of seduc-
tion is rarely visual – 
verse 3 tells us it is the 
lips and words of the seductress that 
seduce. The seduction strokes our 
ego and fuels our fantasies with false 
promises of painless pleasure. Yet, 
every believable lie is half-truth. The 
truth is sexual immorality in all its 
forms is pleasurable – but only for 
a season. Then comes the truth – 
sexual immorality is incredibly pain-
ful and costly over time. 

(2) Biblical wisdom weighs the 
painful price of sin’s brief plea-

sure (Prov. 5:4-6). I am convinced if 
people could see the consequence of 
sexual sin after just one year, most of 
its appeal would evaporate. If David 
had seen himself confronted as a 
murderer, weeping and fasting for 

a dying child, nursing 
deep scars in his family 
that would never heal, 
I don’t think he would 
have ever sent for Bath-
sheba. We don’t have a 
magical “future cam” to 
guide us. We have some-
thing better – the com-
mands and teachings of 
a holy God shared most 
effectively by loving par-
ents and family (Prov. 
6:23-24). 

(3) Biblical wisdom 
knows not to shop in places where 
the price of pleasure will bank-
rupt you morally (Prov. 6:27-29). 
In today’s culture, many scoff at 
the pastor’s rule to never be alone 
with a woman who isn’t your wife, 
mother, sister or daughter. Yet as I 
watch marriages dissolve due to in-
fidelity, I long for men and women 
who allow wisdom to be their guide 
– who know the value of avoiding 
the voice of seduction.

Jesus loved teaching with stories. 
One of His most famous stories is 
found in Luke 15, and I call it “the 
parable of the prodigal father.” Most 
probably know it as “the parable of 
the prodigal son,” but you’ll soon 
realize why I label it dif-
ferently.

You are probably fa-
miliar with this passage. 
A man had two sons, 
and the younger one 
wanted his inheritance 
immediately, before his 
father’s death. It was an 
unusual request, but 
the father complied. 
The son then left for 
another country and 
quickly wasted his wind-
fall. One definition of 
“prodigal” is “spending money freely 
and recklessly.” That’s why we nor-
mally label this story “The Prodi-
gal Son” – because the young man 
squandered his inheritance.

Out of money, the son took a job 
feeding pigs. He was so hungry he 
found himself wanting to eat pig 
food. He then came to his senses 
and returned to his father’s home 
with a repentant heart (Luke 15:21).

This is where we might expect 

the father to lecture his son about 
greed, poor stewardship and wild 
living. But instead of lashing out, 
he lavishly adorned his boy with a 
robe, ring and sandals (Luke 15:22). 
He instructs his servants to kill the 

fatted calf for a feast 
and celebration (Luke 
15:23). 

This is why I label 
this story “The Prodigal 
Father.” A second defi-
nition of “prodigal” is 
“having or giving some-
thing on a lavish scale,” 
which is exactly what the 
father did. He did not 
give these gifts to a king, 
but to his undeserving 
son who basically told 
his dad, “You’re dead to 

me. Give me my inheritance now.”
What an excellent picture of our 

heavenly Father. Despite our blatant 
sins against Him, He lovingly awaits 
us to “come to our senses” and re-
turn to Him. And when we do, He 
runs to meet us (Luke 15:20), pick 
us up, clean us up and put us back 
on the right path. It’s because of 
God’s deep love for us that He wel-
comes us back into fellowship with 
Him. Thank You, God!

Jim Monroe
associate pastor

First Baptist
White Hall

Hope found
MATTHEW 8:1-13

BIBLE STUDIES FOR LIFE:

Be led by the Spirit, not by your belly
PROVERBS 23:19-21

EXPLORE THE BIBLE:

Live in moral purity
PROVERBS 5:3-14, 20-23; 6:23-24, 27-29, 32-34

EXPLORE THE BIBLE:

Hope personified
LUKE 15:11-12, 20-24

BIBLE STUDIES FOR LIFE:
MAY 4, 2014

Craig Seals
pastor

Park Hill Baptist 
Arkadelphia

APRIL 27, 2014
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A group of 80-plus members 
of the Arkansas Master’singers, who 
originally planned to travel to east-
ern ukraine April 21-May 2 to min-
ister through music, have revised 
their ministry location to western 
ukraine due to the political climate 
in the country. 

“The last month has been a whirl-
wind of change,” said larry gray-
son, Arkansas Baptist state Conven-
tion evangelism and church health 
team member. 

“The pastors of the east said it 
would not be wise for us to come at 
this time, but immediately, pastors 
from the west said, ‘Then come to 
us. … We need you!’”

grayson said he has heard reports 
from pastors and International Mis-
sion Board missionaries that church-
es in ukraine have been packed in 
the last several months and that 
god has been moving.

“In a short period of time, new 
doors were opened, new venues were 
booked (and) new churches were on 
board supporting and backing our 
mission,” he said. “Airline tickets 
were rebooked to west ukraine, and 
we are ready to go.”

While in ukraine, the group will 

Master’Singers continue with Ukraine plans
perform a series of concerts, each 
of which will be attended by a large 
number of nonbelievers.

“The Christians are told to bring 
a nonbeliever as their ticket to get 
in, and they do just that,” grayson 
explained. “They are given tickets, 
and they bring their guest with their 
name written on the ticket. forty 
percent of the audience will be peo-
ple who need Jesus.”

He continued, saying those 
names are prayed over by a prayer 
team during the event.

In addition, “Every word we sing 
will be translated into their lan-
guage, so it will not be a ‘musical’ 
experience, but a ‘god-speaking’ ex-
perience,” grayson said.

Then, at the end of each concert, 
the gospel will be presented. Audi-
ence members will be asked to write 
their decisions on their programs 
and to take them to a particular loca-
tion after the concert. local pastors 
will follow up with them within a 
few days.

During a recent preparation 
meeting for the trip, Master’singers 
participants prayed together for 
the trip, their concerns, the peo-
ple of ukraine and their time of 

ministry. In addition, they had a  
time of recommitment.

“of course, we are keeping a close 
eye on the events in ukraine, and 
I continue to seek wise counsel as 
each day passes,” said grayson. “As 
I attended the Baptist Church Music 
Conference in Dallas this week, I 
was humbled to find out that state 

music leaders from all over the coun-
try have had their groups similar to 
Master’singers and their churches 
praying with us in support of our 
mission. I’m praying that god will 
be honored and will bless the com-
mitment of my folks who are deter-
mined to go as long as god leaves 
the door open to them.”

Jerry Williams (left), of Calvary Baptist Church, Benton; Bryan Bolton (center), of First Baptist 
Church, Pine Bluff, and Doug Moore, of First Baptist Church, Jacksonville, pray for the upcoming 
Master’Singers mission trip.

lITTlE roCK – A Critical Incident 
stress Management (CIsM) training 
event is being offered April 23-24 by 
the Arkansas Baptist state Conven-
tion (ABsC). The event is sponsored 
by the ABsC missions team and will 

be held at the Baptist building in 
little rock. 

CIsM is emotional first aid train-
ing for anyone who works with 
people who have been through a 
traumatic event. Two courses will 

lITTlE roCK – The International 
Mission Board (IMB) American peo-
ples Affinity group and the Arkan-
sas Baptist state Convention (ABsC) 
missions team are teaming up to 
bring Arkansas Baptists an event 
called partner Connect. 

partner Connect will be held at 
three different locations across the 

state: May 1 at first Baptist Church, 
Jacksonville; May 2 at first Baptist 
Church, rogers, and May 3 at the 
Baptist building in little rock.

The event provides training oppor-
tunities for anyone planning to par-
ticipate in a short-term mission trip.

“partner Connect is for anyone 
from any size church who wants to 

learn how to engage lostness in a for-
eign culture and prepare for interna-
tional mission trips,” said Bob field-
ing, ABsC missions team member. 

several topics will be highlighted 
during the training, such as a bibli-
cal basis for missions, how to handle 
spiritual warfare and a discussion on 
different worldviews. 

This event includes lunch, snacks 
and conference materials. 

for more information, call 501-376-
4791, ext. 5249. 

register before April 15 at www.
absc.org/partnerconnect. partner 
Connect is made possible by Arkan-
sas Baptists’ gifts to the Cooperative 
program.

lITTlE roCK – The Arkansas 
Baptist state Convention (ABsC) 
missions team is providing free 
practical ministry courses for 
people who want to develop their 
skills for ministry. The courses are 
offered April 25-26 at the Baptist 
building in little rock, and each 
course typically lasts an hour.  

“practical ministry courses are 
aimed at anyone who wants to 
learn skills for ministry – from 
hospital visitation, to jail suicide 
prevention, to dealing with bat-

tered women. There is something 
for anyone who deals with those in 
need,” said Bob fielding, ABsC 
missions team member.

The event is available to anyone 
free of charge, but registration is 
required. lunch is provided. To 
register and to find a list of courses 
offered, visit www.absc.org/chap-
laincyevents.  

This event is made possible by 
Arkansas Baptists’ gifts to the Dixie 
Jackson Arkansas Missions offer-
ing.

Event offers training for short-term mission trips

State convention offers free 
practical ministry courses

ABSC offers training to help others through traumatic events
be available for this training session: 
“Emotional and spiritual Care in Di-
saster operations” and “Individual 
Crisis Intervention and peer sup-
port.” These courses are certified by 
the International Critical Incident 
stress foundation.  

Chaplains, pastors, medical staff 

and first responders are welcomed 
to attend the training. lunch will be 
provided both days.  

for more information and to regis-
ter, call Bob fielding at 501-76-4791, 
ext. 5249, or visit www.absc.org/
chaplaincyevents. registration dead-
line is April 14. 
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Marriage event
Actor Kirk Cameron makes a point April 3 
at the Love Worth Fighting For: Marriage 
Event held at Immanuel Baptist Church 
in Little Rock.
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