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Digest
Stories of interest 

to Arkansas Baptists 

NASHVILLE, Tenn. (BP) 
– Scientists’ claim that a 
researcher’s sex can affect 
the outcome of experi-
ments has been cited as 
corroboration of biblical 
teaching on gender.

According to a Jan. 10 
article in the journal Sci-
ence Advances, volunteers 
for experiments as diverse 
as intelligence tests and 
pain sensitivity studies 
have been found to re-
spond differently when 
they are dealing with a 
researcher of the opposite 
gender. At times, those 
gender-based differences 
have skewed the outcome 
of experiments, wrote a 
team of neuroscientists 
led by Colin Chapman.

Colin Smothers, execu-
tive director of the Coun-
cil on Biblical Manhood 
and Womanhood, said, 
“While the world may be 
surprised that ‘a scien-
tist’s gender can skew re-
search results,’ Christians 
shouldn’t be.”

“The Bible clearly 
teaches that God’s design 
for humanity includes cre-
ating us male or female 
(Gen 1:27). Our gender 
– which in the biblical 
worldview cannot be sepa-
rated from our biological 
sex – is not accidental, as 
if it is merely how we are,” 
Smothers said in written 
comments. “Instead, the 
Bible teaches that our gen-
der is essential to who we 
are as divine image bear-
ers.”

Smothers said scientists 
shouldn’t be surprised 
that gender affects social 
interaction because the 
New Testament drew the 
same conclusion 2,000 
years ago.

“These gender-specific 
implications are one rea-
son why, for instance, we 
find Paul giving gender-
specific instructions to 
the church in 1 Timothy 
2 and Titus 2,” Smothers 
said.

For more ABN Digest, go to 
arkansasbaptist.org/abn-digest

Scientists’ gender findings 
said to confirm the Bible

Hundreds decry legal
abortion at life march

Pro-life Arkansans, including many Arkansas Baptists, take to the steps of the 
Arkansas Capitol to voice their opposition to legalized abortion. Jan. 21 during the 
40th Annual March for Life sponsored by Arkansas Right to LIfe. The event’s keynote 
speaker was Arkansas Attorney General Leslie Rutledge. Photos by Caleb Yarbrough

Caleb Yarbrough
Arkansas Baptist News

LITTLE ROCK – Hundreds 
of Arkansans f looded the 
steps of the Arkansas Capitol 
Jan. 21 to a bagpipe rendition 
of “Amazing Grace.” They 
held signs of protest, lifted 
their voices and clapped their 
hands in support of America’s 
unborn. 

The 40th Annual March for 
Life, sponsored by Arkansas 
Right to Life, drew attendees 
from across the Natural State, 
representing numerous reli-
gious groups, racial makeups 
and government offices and 
agencies.

Speakers included Arkansas 
Gov. Asa Hutchinson, Lt. Gov. 
Tim Griffin, Attorney General 
Leslie Rutledge and Arkansas 
Rep. Andy Mayberry, presi-
dent of Arkansas Right to Life.

“I believe the Supreme 
Court needs to reverse Roe 
v. Wade,” said Hutchinson. 
“Until that happens, let’s con-
tinue marching.”

“I want to express my appre-
ciation to legislators, members 
of the general assembly and 
our constitutional officers that 
have helped work with you and 
Arkansas Right to Life to make 
Arkansas the number two pro-
life state in the nation,” said 
Hutchinson. 

“We have achieved that be-
cause we believe in the life of 
the unborn.”

Following Hutchinson, Lt. 
Gov. Griffin told the crowd 
that the Bible says that we can 
know God through the beauty 
of His creation.

“Let me tell you another 
testament to God’s power and 
His majesty – the gift of life,” 
said Griffin.

“I have a two-and-a-half-
week old child. With modern 
technology, early on in the 
pregnancy, we are able to see 
that life grow,” said Griffin.

“And let me tell you, I don’t 
see how anyone – anyone – 
could look at that and not see 
that that is God’s precious cre-
ation of a human. Period,” he 
said.

“What that means conse-
quently is that when you stop 
that new life from living, you 
are killing a human. That is 
what you are doing. I just want 
to thank y’all for year after year 
after year for being here and 
showing passion and being te-
nacious and never giving up,” 
said Griffin. 

“Just remember, we don’t 
need to wait until we are with 
our Savior in heaven to see 
evidence of His power. Look 
around; look at the people 
standing beside you. Those are 
walking miracles, testaments 
to God’s power and love.”

Rutledge was the event’s 
keynote speaker. She shared 
about her own passion for life 
as well as her work fighting for 
pro-life causes as the state’s 

chief law enforcement and 
legal officer.

“(Jan. 22) marks 45 years 
since the U.S. Supreme Court 
decision in Roe v. Wade. That 
decision changed the very fab-

ric of who we are as a nation, 
but because of the strength 
and resiliency of people like 
each and every one of you, 
one day our country will find 
its way back to protecting the 
sanctity of life for the unborn,” 
said Rutledge.

Rutledge added that she 
was once told that a good law-
yer argues a case with his or 
her head while a great lawyer 
argues with his or her “whole 
heart.”

“As your attorney general, 
I can assure you that we now 
have lawyers that are great 
lawyers and are arguing these 
cases, on pro-life statutes, with 
their whole hearts and their 
heads,” she said.

“Psalm 127:3 tells us, ‘Chil-
dren are a gift of the Lord. The 
fruit of the womb is a reward,’” 
said Rutledge.“May we all be 
rewarded, and may all rewards 
be protected. God bless you; 
God bless Arkansas and God 
bless the United States of 
America.”

Contact Caleb Yarbrough at 
caleb@arkansasbaptist.org.
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Greear-Hemphill to be SBC nominees
University ordered to 
readmit Christian group
DAVENPORT, Iowa (BP) 
– A state university must 
temporarily restore regis-
tered status to a Christian 
student group kicked off 
campus for allegedly vio-
lating the school’s human 
rights policy, a U.S. district 
court ruled Jan. 23.

The University of Iowa 
(UI) in Iowa City must re-
store registered status for 
90 days to Business Lead-
ers in Christ (BLinC), 
which the school accused 
of violating the human 
rights of an applicant be-
cause he identified as a 
homosexual. The Daven-
port, Iowa, court decision 
allowed BLinC to partici-
pate in a campus member-
ship recruitment event 
Jan. 24 that BLinC said 
was crucial to its growth. 

The court did not ad-
dress BLinC’s religious 
freedom in particular, 
basing its decision in-
stead on BLinC’s claim 
that its rights to freedom 
of speech and “expressive 
association” had been vio-
lated. Specifically, UI dis-
criminated against BLinC 
when compared to other 
student groups among 
some 500 on campus, the 
court said. 

“In light of this selec-
tive enforcement, the 
Court finds BLinC has 
established the requisite 
fair chance of prevailing 
on the merits of its claims 
under the Free Speech 
Clause,” Judge Stephanie 
M. Rose wrote in issuing 
the decision. “Because 
BLinC has established the 
required likelihood of suc-
cess on one of its claims, 
the Court will not address 
BLinC’s claims under the 
Religious Clauses.”

“The Court agreed that 
the University has to stop 
discriminating against 
BLinC because of its reli-
gious beliefs,” Baxter said 
in a press release. “Every 
other group on campus 
gets to select leaders who 
embrace their mission.”

DALLAS (BP) – The 2018 
election for Southern Baptist 
Convention (SBC) president 
now has two candidates – rep-
resenting different generations 
of Southern Baptists. 

Two years after withdrawing 
from a closely contested elec-
tion for SBC president, 
North Carolina pastor 
J.D. Greear once again 
will be nominated for 
president at the 2018 
convention annual 
meeting, Florida pas-
tor Ken Whitten an-
nounced Jan. 29.

Additionally, it was 
announced that Ken Hemp-
hill, an administrator at North 
Greenville University in South 
Carolina and a former presi-
dent of Southwestern Baptist 
Theological Seminary, will 
be nominated for president, 
a coalition of Southern Bap-
tists announced Feb. 1 via the 
Louisiana Baptist Message. 

Greear, 44, “is all about 
what Southern Baptists have 
been all about,” Whitten, pas-
tor of Idlewild Baptist Church 
in Lutz, Fla., said in relaying 
his intention to nominate 
Greear during the SBC An-
nual Meeting June 12-13 in 
Dallas. 

“We bleed missions. We 
bleed evangelism, and we 
bleed the gospel of Jesus 
Christ ... J.D. Greear will give 
us the opportunity to impact 
another generation while con-
tinuing to honor the former 

generation of Southern Bap-
tists,” Whitten said.

Louisiana Baptist Conven-
tion Executive Director David 
Hankins said regarding Hemp-
hill in the Baptist Message, “We 
desire to elect a man who is 
a Southern Baptist through 

and through, values 
our understanding of 
the gospel and, has an 
established record of 
affirming the coopera-
tive work of our local 
churches through the 
associations state con-
ventions and national 
entities.” 

Hankins added, “We 
sought Ken out because of his 
record in these areas as well 
as his impeccable character, 
remarkable breadth of experi-
ence in Southern Baptist life, 
passion for missions and evan-
gelism, and an active ministry 
of revitalization to pastors and 
churches.”

Greear priorities
At the 2016 annual meeting 

in St. Louis, neither Greear 
nor current SBC president 
Steve Gaines received a ma-
jority of votes on the first or 
second ballot for president. So 
Greear, pastor of The Summit 
Church in Raleigh-Durham, 
N.C., withdrew his candidacy 
and moved that the conven-
tion elect Gaines, pastor of 
Bellevue Baptist Church in 
Cordova, Tenn., on the third 
ballot. 

In a statement, Greear said, 
“I am again allowing my name 
to be placed in nomination” 
after “a lot of prayer, encour-
agement and counsel, with 
the consent of our [Summit] 
leadership team and Veronica 
my wife.”

“The basic things 
that God laid on my 
heart haven’t changed 
from 2016,” Greear 
wrote, “and I feel more 
committed to them 
than ever.”

Among themes 
Greear would empha-
size as SBC president, 
he wrote, are “the gospel above 
all” as the convention’s source 
of unity; “cultural and racial 
diversity”; “intentional, per-
sonal evangelism”; “church 
planting,” and “engagement 
of the next generation in co-
operative giving and mission.”

During the 16 years Greear 
has pastored The Summit, 
worship attendance has grown 
from 610 in 2002 to just under 
10,000, according to statistics 
available through the SBC’s 
Annual Church Profile (ACP). 
Total baptisms increased from 
19 in 2002 to 631 in 2017 at 
the church’s nine campuses. 

Over the past two years, 
The Summit has given more 
than $1 million through the 
Cooperative Program (CP), 
according to the Baptist State 
Convention of North Caro-
lina (BSCNC), making it the 
top CP-contributing church in 
the state in terms of total dol-
lars given in 2016 and again in 
2017. 

In 2017, The Summit gave 
2.4 percent of its undesignated 
receipts through CP, the same 
percentage it gave in 2016, 
according to ACP data con-
firmed by the church. 

Hemphill focus
Hemphill, 69, was presi-

dent of Southwestern Baptist 
Theological Seminary from 
1994-2003 and national strat-
egist from 2003-11 for the 
SBC’s Empowering Kingdom 
Growth (EKG) emphasis, an 
initiative launched in 2002 
calling Southern Baptists to 
renewed passion for God’s 
kingdom.

When EKG transitioned 
from the SBC to North Green-
ville University in 2011, Hemp-
hill became founding director 
of the university’s Center for 
Church Planting and Revi-

talization, continuing EKG’s 
emphases under the acronym 
CPR. After retiring from that 
position, he returned to North 
Greenville  University to serve 
as special assistant to the presi-
dent for denominational rela-
tions.

Hemphill has also 
pastored churches in 
Kentucky and Virgin-
ia and led the Home 
Mission Board’s (now 
the North American 
Mission Board) South-
ern Baptist Center for 
Church Growth in the 
early 1990s. He noted 

he wants the SBC to “reclaim 
our heritage of cooperative 
partnerships.”

“I think there has been an 
erosion of how local churches, 
associations, state conventions 
and the national convention 
really function together in 
every dimension of the Great 
Commission,” Hemphill said 
in an interview.

Hemphill noted he is not 
“running against” any other 
candidate.

“It’s always better for South-
ern Baptists when we have 
several good candidates” for 
convention president “because 
it gives us an opportunity to 
exercise our congregational 
polity” and discern the Holy 
Spirit’s leading “in a corporate 
context,” Hemphill said.

Hemphill’s written state-
ment underscored his com-
mitment to the CP, the Bap-
tist Faith and Message and the 
“Statement of the Traditional 
Southern Baptist Understand-
ing of God’s Plan of Salvation” 
– a 2012 document that advo-
cated the “traditional South-
ern Baptist” understanding of 
the doctrine of salvation and 
attempted to distinguish it 
from the beliefs of “New Cal-
vinism.”

First Baptist Church in 
Hendersonville, N.C., where 
Hemphill is a member, re-
corded 20 baptisms in 2017, 
with an average worship atten-
dance of 1,475, according to 
data from the SBC’s ACP da-
tabase. Over the past decade, 
the church saw a high of 78 
baptisms in 2009.

The Hendersonville church 
has given 10 percent of un-
designated receipts through 
the CP annually since at least 
the mid-1990s and is among 
the top CP-giving churches in 
North Carolina.

Greear Hemphill

SBC Annual Meeting registration opens
DALLAS (BP) – Registration 
for the Southern Baptist Con-
vention's 2018 annual meeting 
June 12-13 at the Kay Bailey 
Hutchison Convention Cen-
ter in Dallas is now open.

Registration will be avail-
able around the clock at sbcan-
nualmeeting.net for messen-
gers and invited guests. The 
annual meeting is a private 
religious gathering open to 
registered messengers, invited 
guests of messengers, program 
participants and approved ex-
hibitors.

Through online messenger 
registration at the designated 
sbcannualmeeting.net tab, 
each messenger will receive an 
eight-digit registration code to 
present at the annual meet-
ing's Express Registration lane 
in Dallas. The code will be en-

tered into a computer at the 
SBC registration area and a 
nametag will be printed. The 
appropriate church-authorized 
representative must complete 
all online messenger registra-
tions.

Each cooperating church 
that contributes to convention 
causes during the preceding fis-
cal year of the annual meeting 
qualifies for two messengers. 
The convention will recognize 
up to 10 additional messengers 
if certain criteria are met. Visit 
sbcannualmeeting.net/sbc18/
preregistration for additional 
information.

“Testify! Go. Stand. Speak” 
is this year’s theme, based on 
Acts 5:20. Hotel registration, 
which continues through May 
14, is available online at sbcan-
nualmeeting.net.
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Editorial&Opinion “Always be prepared to give an answer 
to everyone who asks you to give the 

reason for the hope that you have...”

 1 Peter 3:15 (NIV)

God is moving mightily across Arkansas
mission of Fox’s ministry is 
to simply connect people to 
Jesus, cultivate a community 
of believers and change the 
world by serving others.

Speaking of church plant-
ing, I met two men who are 
leading churches in the tough 
Delta region of our state. 
They are Nate Smith and An-
thony Banks, both of whom 

define what it 
means to be 
“sold out to 
Jesus.” Smith 
and Banks sat 
down to dis-

cuss opportunities and chal-
lenges of their ministries in 
the Delta region of the state 
for an upcoming Arkansas 
Baptist News Podcast. I can’t 
wait to listen to it!

One of the biggest success 
stories of recent months has 
been Camp Siloam and its 
Feed My Sheep campaign. 
Jason Wilkie, executive di-
rector, announced at the 
evangelism conference that 
Camp Siloam had exceeded 
its $3.4 million goal to build a 
new dining hall in what argu-
ably can be referred to as in 
“miraculous ways.” Be sure to 
read about the camp’s recent 
surprise gift on page 10.

While it’s hard sometimes 
to see clear of the news of 
doom and gloom in today’s 
headlines, the Lead>Defend 
conference on leadership and 
apologetics is designed to help 
high school and college stu-
dents make sense of the times 
and proactively articulate 
their faith in today’s diverse 
culture. The passion of Lynn 
Loyd, missions consultant 
with the Arkansas Baptist 
State Convention (ABSC) 
college and young leaders 
team, and Chris Kohlman, 
assistant team leader, have for 

Attending the annual state 
evangelism conference, 

which these days is known 
as the State Conference on 
Evangelism and Church 
Health, affords me the oppor-
tunity to catch up firsthand 
with how God is using His 
people to impact His mission.

While at first glance the 
conference’s main focus is for 
pastors, minis-
ters and others 
to hear inspir-
ing messages 
from some of 
the greatest 
evangelists and preachers in 
our nation, much more hap-
pens in the conversations, 
luncheons and hallways of the 
meeting place.

I see pastors and friends 
at the evangelism conference 
whom I don’t otherwise see 
during the year, and it’s al-
ways great to catch up.

There was former Arkansas 
pastor Chris Sims, who is 
now a pastor of WindCity 
Church, a church plant in 
Casper, Wyo. God moved in 
Sims’ heart, compelling him 
to move his family in 2014 
to a state known for its wide 
open spaces, a state with the 
distinction of being the 10th 
largest state by area but the 
second least densely popu-
lated state in the country. 
Wyoming is twice the size of 
Arkansas, but has one-sixth of 
the population. The need is 
great. Wyoming has 60 com-
munities without a gospel 
church.

David Fox, another former 
Arkansas pastor, has a similar 
story, having moved his fam-
ily to the Stetson Hills area 
of Colorado Springs, Colo., 
where 85 percent are esti-
mated to be unchurched amid 
a population of 650,000. The 

Cartoon by Gary Thomas
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their ministry is contagious 
and desperately needed today. 
Lead>Defend is set for March 
3 at the University of Central 
Arkansas in Conway.

These are just a few stories 
of how God is using His peo-
ple to make an eternal impact 
on Arkansas and well beyond 
our state’s borders.

Also, in case you missed 
it, ABSC announced some 
great statistics from 2017 that 
all Arkansas Baptists should 
know.

– Giving to missions 
through the Cooperative 
Program (CP) totaled $20.7 
million.

– Arkansas Baptists gave 
$1.6 million to reach Arkan-

sans, which was $45,000 over 
the state goal.

– It was a big year for disas-
ter relief (DR), with volun-
teers responding to fires in 
Texas and Oklahoma, flood-
ing in northeast Arkansas and 
three major hurricanes. Dur-
ing the year the ministry of 
DR saw more than 60 people 
saved. What’s more, 1,500 
newly trained DR volunteers 
took the message of “help, 
healing and hope” to those 
impacted by disaster.

– Delta churches saw a 
record number of baptisms 
and salvations during the 
year, which was a direct result 
of Arkansas Baptist churches 
across the state coming to-

gether to empower Delta pas-
tors and to support church 
planting and community 
missions. In all, 218 people 
who attended block parties in 
the Delta made professions 
of faith in Jesus Christ. Medi-
cal and dental clinics – a key 
evangelistic outreach tool 
used in the Delta – saw 273 
patients and witnessed more 
than 40 salvations.

God is moving mightily 
across Arkansas and allowing 
Baptists to be a big part of it. 
We all should expect – and 
pray for – even greater things 
in 2018!

Tim Yarbrough is editor/
executive director of the Arkansas 
Baptist News.
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While the dog was barking 
and “reminding” us from his 
perch on our back porch, I 
was in my room pondering 
James 1:2-4 (NASB): “Con-
sider it all joy, my brethren, 
when you encounter various 
trials, knowing that the test-
ing of your faith produces 
endurance. And let endur-

ance have its 
perfect result, 
so that you may 
be perfect and 
complete, lack-
ing in nothing.” 

Suddenly, I saw myself as the 
dog. My mind’s eye revealed 
an image of me calling, plead-
ing, reminding God that I’m 
still here, making sure that He 
doesn’t forget that I’m wait-
ing, that I’m cold, that I need 
to be let back in to comfort 
and warmth. 

In the midst of that image, 
my attention was drawn back 
to those first words, “Con-
sider it all joy…” To wait. To 
trust. To endure in full assur-
ance of His perfect timing.  

Just like our dog had no 
way of knowing that we would 
be letting him in soon, I can-

Just the right time
I celebrated 24 years of marriage with my wife, Karen, this 

month.  We’ve matured in some significant ways over 
the course of our relationship. Maturing is not without its 
challenges and frustrations. I remember meeting Karen on 
our first date, which was a blind date. We had a great time 
together and continued to date one another for a year 
until we were married.  

There were many differences that attracted me to her. 
However, those differences, which were attractive at first, 
began to bug me in our early years of marriage, and the 

feeling was mutual for her 
also. They caused some 
conflicts and arguments 
that were challenging for 
us to wrestle through.

After a few years of 
marriage, Karen and I completed a variety of personality 
studies, which were very revealing about the unique way 
that God had created both of us. One of the most help-
ful was PLACE (placeministries.org) by Jay McSwain, 
which included a study on personalities. Working through 
these studies together has given us a new appreciation for 
celebrating our dif-
ferences and a better 
understanding of one 
another. We have not 
only learned through 
this and grown in our 
relationship but also 
developed in areas of 
ministry where God 
has gifted us. We 
learned about the dif-
ferent ways we were wired, and in time we began to appre-
ciate those differences and capitalize on those differences 
to better balance our marriage relationship.  

In most of the marriage enrichment experiences I lead, 
we cover some sort of personality study to help couples 
understand and celebrate their differences. I also include 
a personality assessment when doing premarital counsel-
ing. Another great resource specifically for couples we have 
used is couplecheckup.org, which includes a study on per-
sonality differences.

Marriage is a journey where God shapes two different 
people to become more holy and reflect the gospel in mar-
riage. Healthy couples work through the differences and 
learn to appreciate who God uniquely created their spouse 
to be. It takes much time, confession, repentance and for-
giveness that ultimately lead to a better understanding and 
a deeper love because we can celebrate the differences with 
joy.

Ben Phillips is a marriage and family minister and a former 
member of the Arkansas Baptist State Convention staff. 

A celebration of di�erences

The seven most strategic 
attendance-boosting Sundays

ABN’s purpose and mission
The Arkansas Baptist News (ABN) exists to assist 

Kingdom work by informing, inspiring and involving  
Arkansas Baptists through meeting needs of people,  

spreading the gospel, making disciples and growing God’s 
work in Arkansas and beyond.

As the largest religious publication in the state, the ABN 
strives for journalistic integrity, fairness and balance in its 

reporting of Baptist and evangelical news.

We advocate for the cause of Jesus Christ.
We report the news based on our Christian worldview.

We uphold high standards of journalism
and Christian ethics.

Isat in my chair listening to 
the dog barking. Normally 

an outside dog, he’d just 
spent the night in our sun-
room because of the cold. But 
for the moment, he’d been 
put outside – not for long 
because it was still quite cold, 
just long enough to ensure 
he did his business outside 
instead of in. 

For him, 
though, “not 
long” was still 
too long. I 
recognized his 
familiar bark that said, “Don’t 
forget me! I’m still out here!” 
It’s the one we always hear 
when he wants to let us know 
that he thinks he’s been out 
long enough. That morning, 
though, we knew he hadn’t. 
We knew his habits, and we 
knew that he needed a few 
more minutes. He, on the 
other hand, was fully con-
vinced that we had forgotten 
him. 

He kept barking, and we 
kept waiting. Sure enough, 
he needed those last few min-
utes, after which we let him in 
to relax in the warm indoors. 

not see the fullness of my 
Savior’s plan or know His 
timing. When I am hurting 
or uncomfortable, feeling the 
sting of the cold all around 
me, I cannot know when that 
hurt will ease, when my trial 
will end, when endurance will 
have its perfect result. So, I 
make noise just like our sweet 
dog. I whine. I cry. I plead. 

All the while, my wonder-
ful, loving, caring Savior 
waits for all to be fulfilled. 
My whining won’t change the 
plan. It simply leaves Him re-
minding me yet again to trust 
Him. 

Perhaps I’m the only one 
who has whined, pleaded 
and felt forgotten, but I have 
a feeling I’m not alone. So, 
my friend, with you I share 
my realization from that cold, 
January morning. Trust Him. 
He hasn’t forgotten you. He 
knows exactly when the time 
will be fulfilled, and He will 
faithfully and lovingly open 
the door at the perfect mo-
ment. 

Ann Hibbard is a member of 
East End Baptist Church in East 
End.

Numbers matter, especially 
when the numbers rep-

resent persons exposed to the 
gospel of Jesus Christ and His 
Church. Sure, chasing num-
bers can lead to an unhealthy 
pragmatism and poor metrics 
for measuring 
church health, 
but there is 
nothing wrong 
with attracting 
the multitudes 
and exposing 
them to the 
Truth. Jesus spent a good 
amount of time preaching to 
and teaching the multitudes.

There are seven consecu-
tive Sundays in 2018 that, if 
properly laced together, have 
a powerful potential for put-
ting more bodies in the pews. 
Ready? Here they are: April 
1 through May 13.  That’s 
Easter and Mother’s Day 
with five Sundays between 
the two. Research shows that 
Easter and Mother’s Day are 
two of the four best attended 
church days of the year. The 

other two are Christmas and 
a planned high-attendance 
event day such as a homecom-
ing or “friend day.” And those 
who attend seven consecutive 
Sundays are highly likely to 
continue regularly attending.

Here are just 
a few sugges-
tions for bridg-
ing Easter and 
Mother’s Day:

1) Pastor, 
consider begin-
ning a sermon 

series on Easter and ending it 
on Mother’s Day. Yes, pastor, 
it is both possible and permis-
sible to deviate from the typi-
cal themed messages for those 
days.

2) Begin a children’s at-
tendance campaign on Easter 
that will reward those who 
are present seven consecutive 
Sundays.

3) On Easter, promote what 
is going to be happening on 
Mother’s Day.

4) Plan a seven-week life 
group (or Sunday school) se-

ries, which will begin on Eas-
ter and end on Mother’s Day.

5) Launch a “bring-a-friend 
contest” among life groups (or 
Sunday school classes) that 
begins on Easter and goes 
through Mother’s Day.

These are just a few basic 
ideas. Of course, each of these 
should be highly leveraged 
with social media. You can 
likely come up with some 
more, and better, creative 
ideas that will work in your 
context. The key is to build 
an attendance bridge from 
Easter to Mother’s Day. This 
will help families develop 
new church attendance habits 
and increase the number of 
non-believers and occasional 
churchgoers who are hearing 
the gospel and being exposed 
to His church.

Whatever you do, begin 
planning now! We are just a 
few weeks away.

Eric W. Ramsey is an evange-
lism and mission strategist and 
serves as associate pastor of First 
Baptist Church, Fort Smith.  

Uncovered Dish
Ann Hibbard

Answering  
the Call
Eric Ramsey

Family Matters
Ben Phillips



February 8, 20186 

Arkansas Baptists encouraged, refueled at ECON
LITTLE ROCK – Guest speak-
ers from across the country 
shared with Arkansas Baptists 
during ECON, the statewide  
Conference on Evangelism 
and Church Health Jan. 29-30 
at Geyer Springs First Baptist 
Church, Little Rock. Worship 
was led by David McKinney, of 
Cross Church in northwest Ar-
kansas, and entertainment was 
provided by The Skit Guys.

Below, each guest speaker is 
listed along with a summary of 
his message(s).

David Allen
Preaching from Luke 19:1-

10, David Allen, dean of the 
School of Preaching at South-
western Baptist Theological 
Seminary, Fort Worth, Texas, 
e x h o r t e d 
ECON par-
ticipants, “We 
have got to 
be more se-
rious about 
reaching a 
lost world for 
Christ.”

He de -
scribed how 
Jesus initiated 
a relationship 
with Zacchae-
us, a “piece 
of scum” and 
a hated tax 
collector, as He was heading 
toward His final journey to 
Jerusalem. Although in the 
midst of a crowd, Jesus saw the 
individual.

“One thing that … Jesus is 
blind to – crowds. He only sees 
individuals,” said Allen.

Jesus invited Himself to Zac-
chaeus’ home. 

“Often in the Lord’s rela-
tionships with individual peo-
ple, before He does something 
for them, He asks something 
from them,” said Allen.

Although others shunned 
Zacchaeus, Jesus saw him as a 
lost individual who needed to 
know God’s love.

“Lostness is not just a feel-
ing. Lostness is a condition 
that is true for every unsaved 
person on the planet,” said 
Allen, adding, “Every human 
being is savable.”

He emphasized two kinds of 
lost: “lost beyond retrievable” 
and “lost and found,” explain-
ing that “a soul that dies apart 
from Christ is lost beyond 
retrievable,” while “If you’re 
alive there is hope for you to 
be saved.”

As Zacchaeus, whose name 
means “innocent,” came to 
know Jesus, he recognized 
his sin and desired to live a 
changed life, said Allen, add-
ing, “That’s the day that tax 
reform came to Jericho.

“People are not saved by 
works. There is a conversion, 
and then there’s a changed 
life,” said Allen. 

Jesus’ favorite term for Him-
self is Son of Man, explained 
Allen. “He is the Son of all 
nations and Savior of all na-
tions.”

Concluding his message, 
Allen said, “We are never more 
like our Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ than when we are seek-
ing and attempting to bring 
lost people into an encounter 

with the Lord 
Jesus.”

In his sec-
ond sermon, 
Allen preached 
from 1 John 4 
on the love of 
God.

“In the 
book of 1 
John the word, 
‘love,’ appears 
46 times,” said 
Allen. “John is 
all about teach-
ing us three 
things: God’s 

love for us, our love for God 
and, then, our love for one an-
other.”

“John traces the stream of 
love to its source, and when 
he does, he discovers God is 
love,” he said.

Allen said 
that love is the 
“essence and 
evidence” of 
the Christian 
life and that 
love is personi-
fied and prov-
en by God.

A l l e n 
shared five 
s t a t e m e n t s 
that highlight 
the greatness 
of God and 
His love in 1 
John 4: 1) God 
sent; 2) Whom God sent; 3) 
The greatness of His love is de-
fined by its purpose; 4) Love 
didn’t originate with us but 
with God; and 5) Jesus was the 
propitiation for our sins.

“God loved us and sent His 
Son to be the propitiation for 
our sins. For God so loved us, 

we are also to love one anoth-
er,” said Allen.

Robert Smith
Using Joshua 14:6-14 as his 

biblical text, Robert Smith, 
who serves as Charles T. Cart-
er Baptist Chair of Divinity at 
Beeson Divinity School in Bir-
mingham, Ala., urged attend-
ees to embrace “the blessed-
ness of secondness” as Caleb 
did in the Bible.

Joshua and Caleb were inex-
tricably linked in seeing God 
move in miraculous ways, 
explained Smith, yet Joshua 
ascended to a primary leader-
ship role while Caleb played a 
secondary leadership role.

“Caleb was satisfied, sati-
ated, content to be second be-
cause he understood, number 
one, that he knew his place 
and would stay in that place. 
He knew how to play the most 
difficult instrument in the 
symphony orchestra – second 
fiddle. He could experience 
the satisfaction of secondness 
because he knew his place,” 
said Smith.

Suggesting that Caleb may 
have been bothered initially 
when Joshua succeeded Moses 
in leadership, Smith said, 
“Biblical characters do not 
primarily serve us as models 
for morality but as mirrors for 
identity.” 

He identified numerous 
other biblical characters who, 
like Caleb, played “second 
fiddle,” even for brief periods, 
including David, Andrew and, 
ultimately, Jesus, who emptied 

Himself and 
took the form 
of man.

“ G o d ’ s 
waiting room 
is the largest 
room in the 
world,” said 
Smith. “God’s 
delays are not 
God’s deni-
als.”

Playing sec-
ond fiddle was 
Caleb’s “sa-
cred space,” 
Smith ex -

plained.
Smith encouraged attend-

ees to serve God faithfully 
where God has called them, 
even as they age, as Caleb, who 
was 85 years old in this biblical 
passage.

“God is able to give you 
what He’s promised, and He 

expects you and I to be faith-
ful,” preached Smith.

In closing, Smith said, “You 
and I have a greater inheri-
tance than Caleb. I’m grateful 
that my inheritance is Christ.

“All I want when I get to 
heaven is to see Jesus – to be-
hold His face.”

Wade Morris
Speaking from 1 Corin-

thians 9, Wade Morris, itin-
erant minister and founder 
and producer of The Journey 
Bible Study Series, said that 
when believers know Jesus 
they must have conviction and 
must learn to have connection 
in relating to non-believers.

“What’s it going to take for 
us to get to the place that we 
say, ‘No, we are going to do 
whatever we have to do to get 
to the place where our passion 
is so great that we are going 
to be all things to all people 
in order 
to reach a 
few’?” said 
Morris. “In 
order to 
reach the 
masses, we 
have to do 
that over 
and over 
again.”

M o r r i s 
said that 
there is a 
difference 
b e t w e e n 
sympathy and empathy, and 
the Apostle Paul preached the 
necessity of empathy in the 
lives of believers.

“He (Paul) is saying that our 
calling is always more impor-
tant than our convenience,” 
said Morris. 

“In the end, all that matters 
is Jesus,” he said. 

“He (Paul) is saying, ‘Un-
derstand this, you want to do 
everything you can to reach 
them, but what you need to be 
careful (about is) what you say 
and what you do,’ … because 
the life we live and the words 
we say always lead people to-
ward Christ or away from 
Him. 

“There is no in-between,” 
he said.

John Meador
Speaking from John 4, John 

Meador, senior pastor of First 
Baptist Church, Euless, Texas, 
said that if we believe the gos-
pel has the power to change 

the world, then we must share 
it with the world.

Meador gave four points 
from the text: 1) A gospel char-
acteristic, 2) A gospel conver-
sation, 3) A gospel conversion 
and 4) A gospel congregation.

Meador said that making 
and baptizing disciples is a gos-
pel characteristic. He said that 
they are the “tube feed” of a 
healthy church.

Jesus had gospel conversa-
tions, and pastors must equip 
their congregations to share 
the gospel, said Meador.

Often the last people you 
think would want to hear the 
gospel are ripe for the harvest, 
said Meador adding, “If we are 
sharing the gospel, we will see 
gospel conversion.”

If you want to see your 
church change, Meador said, 
“infuse it with a good shot of 
the good news of the gospel.” 
Churches should be gospel 

congrega-
tions.

In his 
s e c o n d 
m e s s a g e , 
M e a d o r 
preached 
on Ephe-
sians 2, 
which he 
called, “a 
b e n c h -
mark pas-
sage of the 
New Tes-
tament.”

“According to God, the so-
lution to all the problems of 
man are found in the gospel 
and His Son Jesus Christ,” 
said Meador.

He said it is important for 
congregations to have a firm 
grasp of the gospel and what 
it means and for congregants 
to be intentional about having 
gospel conversations.

Meador shared the acronym 
– G.O.S.P.E.L. – as a simple 
way of remembering all of the 
necessary components of the 
gospel when sharing one’s 
faith. 

The acronym stands for G: 
God’s character (Eph. 2:1-4), 
O: Offense of sin (Eph. 2:5), 
S: Sufficiency of Christ (Eph. 
2:5-6), P: Personal response 
(Eph. 2:5), E: Eternal urgency 
(Eph. 2:7), and L: Life transfor-
mation (Eph. 2:10).

Jim Cymbala
Jim Cymbala, pastor of The 

Brooklyn Tabernacle in Brook-

Allen

Smith

Morris
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lyn, N.Y., opened his first mes-
sage by sharing that he grew up 
playing basketball, eventually 
becoming an all-city player in 
New York City and going on 
to receive an athletic scholar-
ship to the University 
of Rhode Island.

Cymbala said he 
grew up in church, but 
the over-spiritualiza-
tion, sloganeering and 
racism of the church 
he grew up in left him 
wanting more. He 
wanted to see God do 
something.

Sharing from 1 
Thessalonians and 
Acts, Cymbala said 
that only one message 
brings conversion – 
“our gospel.”

If you read Acts 2, 10, 13 
and 21-23 and analyze them 
sentence-by-sentence, you will 
see one common message, he 
said.

“This is the message that 
saves,” said Cymbala. “God 
doesn’t want any creative 
thinking. He gives us the gos-
pel.”

In a word to the pastors in 
attendance, he said that while 
sermon series on the Old Tes-
tament and other less-gospel 
focused parts of Scripture can 
be helpful, preachers should 

“get to Jesus quickly,” because 
“the only name that makes de-
mons tremble is the name of 
Jesus.”

Cymbala said that Paul’s 
description of the relationship 

between the pastor and his 
congregation is like a mother 
and her nursing child. He said 
that pastors should hold their 
congregation as their “crown” 
and not simply a necessary evil 
to doing ministry. 

In conclusion, the pastor 
shared a story about the inter-
action that changed the way 
he does ministry. Following an 
Easter Sunday service, he saw a 
black homeless man who was 
intoxicated and smelled hor-
rible sitting in the audience. 

His first thought, he said, 
was to give the man a few dol-

lars to get rid of him. How-
ever, when he walked up to 
give him the money, the man 
refused it, telling Cymbala that 
he did not want money, he 
wanted the Jesus he had heard 

preached during the 
sermon.

Broken by the in-
teraction, Cymbala 
said it changed his 
perspective on minis-
try going forward. He 
led the man to Christ, 
and the man went 
on to work for the 
church’s housekeep-
ing staff and later to 
become an associate 
pastor at a church in 
New Jersey.

In his second mes-
sage during ECON, Cym-
bala spoke on the necessity 
of preaching with and “being 
with” Christ.

God’s supernatural power 
is necessary for the Church to 
be built and the “anti-super-
naturalism that is a very strong 
current in the body of Christ 
is really going to do us, and is 
doing us, great harm,” he said.

Early in his ministry, Cym-
bala said he asked God to ei-
ther use him in a mighty way 
or to take his life.

“I said to God … If You 
aren’t going to change me 

and if You’re not going to let 
me see fruit produced so that 
Your name would be glorified, 
… then take my life,” he said.

“The thought of just living, 
with no fruit and helpless, 
just yelling Christian slogans 
around … that just plagued 
me,” he said. “My late friend 
David Wilkerson one time said 
to me …, ‘Jim, did you ever no-
tice that, if you 
study church 
history, God 
only uses peo-
ple who get 
crazy first?’”

Speaking on 
Mark 3, Cym-
bala said that 
Jesus spent the 
night praying 
before choos-
ing His dis-
ciples. Then 
He called the 
12 and gave 
them power 
to preach and 
authority over 
evil spirits.

“The first 
calling on all 
of our lives is to be with Him,” 
said Cymbala. “Christianity is 
about relationship with Jesus 
Christ. … That’s our goal, we 
are to bring people into rela-
tionship with Jesus Christ.”

Jesus called His disciples 
into not just relationship but 
into fellowship. You can have 
relationship without fellow-
ship, but Christ calls us to fel-
lowship with Him, said Cym-
bala.

“How can you preach effec-
tively without fellowship with 
Christ?” he asked. 

“Why would He (God) 
choose fish-
ermen and 
tax collectors 
to represent 
Him? Why 
didn’t He 
choose rabbis 
and people 
who were 
wel l - t ra ined 
and orators? 
Because they 
wouldn’t de-
pend on the 
Holy Spirit, 
they would de-
pend on them-
selves.

“Peter, for 
the rest of his 
life, would say, 
‘Not only do I 

not know how to do this, but 
how could He use me when I 
denied Him three times?’” said 
Cymbala. “That will give you 
a burning heart when God re-
stores you.”

Meador

Cymbala

Arkansas Baptist pastors, pastors’ wives and laypeople worship during ECON. David McKinney, worship pastor at Cross Church in northwest Arkansas, and his band led worship during the event.
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Elliff to ministers: ‘Prayer is key to revival’
LITTLE ROCK – It seems fit-
ting that a major conference 
on evangelism and church 
health should always begin 
with prayer.

That’s exactly what happens 
each year prior to the Arkan-
sas Baptist State Convention’s 
(ABSC) State Conference 
on Evangelism and Church 
Health (ECON).

At this year’s event, held 
Jan. 29-30 at Geyer Springs 
First Baptist Church in Little 
Rock, noted Arkansas prayer, 
revival and spiritual awakening 
leader Bill Elliff, senior teach-
ing and lead pastor 
of The Summit 
Church in North 
Little Rock, led the 
event.

Elliff spoke to 
Bill Bumpas, host 
of the Arkansas Bap-
tist News Podcast, 
shortly after the 
time of corporate 
prayer, to discuss 
the key role prayer plays in the 
work of furthering God’s king-
dom in Arkansas, our nation 
and the world.

“God is moving all around 
the country. More people were 
praying last year than any time 
in American history; that’s 
not more per capita, but that’s 
more people,” said Elliff. “I 
was in many environments – 
from Minneapolis to North 
Carolina – and there’s just a 
desperation that’s growing.”

Elliff said that what is excit-
ing in Arkansas is that conven-
tion leaders have recognized 
that “God has to be the foun-
dation” if we want to see the 
state reached for Christ. 

“But what we need is a 
revival of God’s presence 
and power across this state; 
you don’t have that without 
prayer,” he said.

Elliff said the prayer and 
spiritual awakening team that 
J.D. “Sonny” Tucker, executive 
director of the ABSC, began 
when he became the leader 
of the convention “has given 
us the green light to pray and 
to do what I believe are some 
God-initiated things that have 
gained some traction that are 

beginning to yield some fruit 
across our state.”

Leadership of Arkansas 
Baptists around prayer and 
spiritual awakening reaches 
far beyond the Natural State, 
Southern Baptist Convention 
(SBC) and nation with Ronnie 
Floyd, pastor of Cross Church 
in northwest Arkansas, now 
serving as president of the 
National Day of Prayer Task 
Force, USA.

“This has been on Ronnie’s 
heart for years,” said Elliff. 
“When he was president of the 
SBC, he brought this first and 

foremost to our at-
tention. He was 
the right man for 
the right time, call-
ing the Church to 
prayer and spiritual 
awakening.”

Elliff pointed 
out that while 
Floyd was SBC 
president he used 
the Tuesday night 

session of the convention an-
nual meeting as “a solemn 
assembly, to call for revival – 
which in my opinion – is put-
ting it (prayer) where it needs 
to be.”

“What is fascinating is 
that everyone is seeing this,” 
he said, adding that congre-
gations across the nation are 
choosing to focus on prayer 
and fasting in their weekly 
meetings.

“Five years ago you would 
not have heard that,” Elliff 
said. “I think that we are on 
the cusp of a great movement 
in our nation. Even the dark-
ness of the hour – and all of 
the things that we can point 
to and there are many – those 
are the kind of things that pre-
ceded revival historically in 
our nation because it brings 
the church to desperation. We 
try politics; we try this pro-
gram and that program, but it 
finally shuts us up to do what 
we should have been doing 
all along – that is to repent, 
humble ourselves and cry out 
to the Lord.”

Listen to the entire ABN 
Podcast with Bill Elliff at ar-
kansasbaptist.org/podcast.

Recordings of sermons from the Arkansas Baptist State Convention State 
Conference on Evangelism and Church Health are available for purchase 
through MasterSound Media. MasterSound may be contacted at 817-983-
1995 or by visiting mastersoundmedia.com.

Sermon recordings available

Listen to an interview 
with Bill Elli� at  

arkansasbaptist.org/podcast

Bill Elliff, senior teaching and lead pastor of The Summit Church in North Little Rock, speaks Jan. 29 during the Arkansas Baptist 
State Convention’s Prayer Leader’s Workshop prior to the Statewide Conference on Evangelism and Church Health.
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Fifth Inspire event set to encourage, equip
ARKANSAS Baptist women 
desiring to be inspired in their 
daily walk with Jesus should 
make plans now to attend the 
fifth annual Inspire women’s 
event from 8:30 a.m.-3:45 
p.m., March 10, at Central 
Baptist Church, Conway, ac-
cording to organizers.

Hosted by the Arkansas 
Baptist State Convention 
(ABSC), Inspire will provide 
powerful worship, dynamic 
speakers and practical break-
out sessions for women of all 
ages and stages of life. The 
theme for this year’s event is 
Redeemed, which is designed 
to set the tone for the day as 
attendees focus on how to live 
out their faith in every area of 
life.

“We are excited to offer an 
opportunity for the women of 
Arkansas to gather for a one-
day conference that has the 

potential to change the direc-
tion of their lives. We will wor-
ship together, pray together 
and open God’s 
Word together. 
As women, we 
tend to put the 
needs of oth-
ers before our 
own,” said An-
drea Lennon, 
Arkansas Bap-
tists’ women’s 
ministry spe-
cialist, serving 
on the ABSC 
evangelism and 
church health 
team. “As a 
result, many 
women are run-
ning on empty. Inspire offers 
an opportunity for women 
to experience a fresh move 
of God in their lives. I truly 
believe that God will meet 

us in such a profound way at 
Inspire 2018 that everyone 
who attends will be refreshed, 

challenged and 
changed.” 

K e y n o t e 
speaker for the 
event is Marian 
Jordan Ellis, a 
women’s minis-
try speaker, au-
thor and found-
er of Redeemed 
Girl Ministries 
(redeemedgirl.
org). Worship 
leaders are Cory 
and Stephanie 
Epps, from First 
Baptist Church, 
Benton, where 

Cory serves as worship and 
music associate and Stephanie 
serves on the worship team. 

A variety of breakout ses-
sions will be offered by Susan 

Goss, Donna Seal, Terry Carv-
er, Lennon, Ginger Morgan, 
Shelly Chandler and Amy 
Hannon of Euna Mae’s. Each 
breakout session will relate to 
the theme for the day and will 
challenge the women to apply 
God’s Word deep in their 
hearts as well as in every area 
of their lives. 

“I am already praying for 
the women who will attend 
Inspire! My prayer is for the 
women to be encouraged to 
embrace the life God has for 
them – a life of freedom, hope 
and power. We are redeemed 
through Jesus’ finished work 

on the cross, and daily we have 
the chance to live with mean-
ing and purpose. God is a re-
deeming God! He forgives; He 
loves; He heals, and He em-
powers us to do His work. For 
just a moment, let’s imagine 
what it would be like for the 
women of Arkansas to live re-
deemed! The impact would be 
felt in every home, church and 
community. Not only that, the 
impact would be felt around 
our state, nation and world!” 
said Lennon.

For more information or 
to purchase tickets, visit absc.
org/inspire. 

Ellis

WOMEN’S MINISTRY ROUNDTABLES – During January, eight Women’s 
Ministry Roundtables took place throughout Arkansas. The roundtables offered an 
opportunity for women’s ministry leaders to gather in small groups in order to share 
ideas, discuss strategy and get to know one another. The goal was to help build a 
strong network of leaders who have friends in ministry who can serve as resources 
and encouragement to one another. “God moved in a mighty way as leaders com-
mitted to work together in order to reach more women with the love of Jesus Christ,” 
said Andrea Lennon, women’s ministry specialist for the Arkansas Baptist State 
Convention, serving on the evangelism and church health team.  
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Siloam receives unexpected $111,000 gift
Alyssa Horton
Special to the ABN

SILOAM SPRINGS – Camp 
Siloam has received an 
$111,000 donation for the 
construction of a new dining 
hall from the Ernest and Ev-
elyn Ward Trust established 
through the Arkansas Baptist 
Foundation.

“I couldn’t believe it when 
I got the news,” said Jason 
Wilkie, executive director of 
Camp Siloam, in announcing 
the unexpected gift. 

“‘Exceed the need’ was a 
prayer Bill Elliff, senior teach-
ing and lead pastor of The 
Summit Church in North 
Little Rock who serves as chair 
of Camp Siloam’s Feed My 
Sheep campaign, had prayed at 
the very beginning of the cam-
paign,” said Wilkie. “We had 
no idea how God would do 
that. Right after New Year’s, 
I got an email from Arkansas 
Baptist Foundation attorney 
Dillon McClain, saying a trust 
had matured and the camp 
was going to get this huge 
gift! To me that’s an answer to 
Bill’s prayer.”

Ernest and Evelyn Ward 
were a couple who not only 
had a heart for God and for 
each other, but also for minis-
tries, said Wilkie. Ernest Ward 

was an oil and gas abstractor, 
working mainly in Oklahoma. 
After the death of his first wife 
and only child, he met and 
married Evelyn at First Baptist 
Church of Fayetteville.

R e t i r i n g 
at the age of 
44, he and 
Evelyn moved 
to Little Rock 
where they 
became mem-
bers of Pulaski 
Heights Bap-
tist Church. 
In 1976, Harry 
D. Tulove, 
then president 
of the Arkan-
sas Baptist 
Foundation, 
befriended the 
couple and en-
couraged them to establish a 
charitable remainder trust. 

Bobby Thomas, current 
president of the Foundation, 
affirmed the value of charita-
ble remainder trusts. 

“We are thankful to ad-
minister charitable trusts, 
where through the process of 
gift planning we are able to 
see provisions made for both 
family and ministry,” he said. 
“Gift planning like this can 
be impactful in the funding of 
ministries like Siloam for years 

to come, and we are blessed to 
play our part.”

Living a life full of love and 
generosity, the Wards left be-
hind a legacy that points peo-
ple toward the love of Christ, 

said Wilkie.
The Wards 

a l so  l e f t 
support to 
Ouachita Bap-
tist Univer-
sity, Williams 
Baptist Col-
lege, Interna-
tional Mission 
Board, North 
American Mis-
sion Board, 
A r k a n s a s 
Baptist mis-
sion efforts, 
Arkansas Bap-
tist Children’s 

Homes, Pulaski Heights Bap-
tist Church and several other 
organizations and churches. 

“One incredible morning I 
sat down with them and out-
lined the entire estate plan,” 
said David Moore, former 
president of the Foundation. 
“It was the most unique thing 
I’ve ever seen. It was clear he 
was trying to give something 
to everything he loved. When I 
asked him about it, he replied, 
‘I love them all.’”

“God knew that in January 

2018 we would need help with 
the new dining hall.  It’s amaz-
ing to think that He planted 
that seed of generosity into the 
Ward’s hearts more than 40 
years ago,” said Wilkie.

In January, Camp Siloam 
announced that it had of-
ficially met its goal of match-
ing the Mabee Foundation’s 
grant requirements through 
a capstone gift from Wallace 
and Jama Fowler of Jonesboro 
to build the new $3.4 million 
dining hall. 

The Fowler’s gift was not 
the end of the campaign 
though.  

“Our low bidder on the 
construction project was 
$480,000 over our project-
ed construction costs,” said 

Ernest and Evelyn Ward

Wilkie. “We had to engineer 
almost a half-million dollars 
of aesthetic items out of the 
project – things like a sound 
system, exterior rock work, a 
fireplace, landscaping, tables, 
chairs and several pieces of 
kitchen equipment.  Because 
of the incredible gifts given 
over the last few months, we 
are able to do many of the 
things that seemed like they 
were not going to be possible.”

For more information 
about establishing a charitable 
remainder trust, contact the 
Arkansas Baptist Foundation 
at 501-376-2272.

Alyssa Horton is administra-
tive assistant for development 
and social media coordinator for 
Camp Siloam.
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Charles Monroe Hargett, 
78, of Brandon, 
Miss., died Jan. 
17.

He was a na-
tive of El Do-
rado and a long-
time resident 
of Vicksburg, 

Miss., where his teaching 
ministry began as a member 
of Bowmar Avenue Baptist 
Church. 

Hargett was a civil engineer-
ing graduate of Louisiana Tech 
University in Ruston, La.

He received a master’s de-
gree in structural engineering 
from Purdue University in La-
fayette, La.

He was a registered profes-
sional engineer and an or-
dained Southern Baptist min-
ister and evangelist.

Hargett served as pastor of 
Mt. Zion Baptist Church in 
Arkadelphia for more than 20 
years.

After being ordained a 
minister in the early 1970s, 
Hargett found his life calling 
teaching “The Revelation” 
more than 185 times in more 
than 150 churches. 

In addition to teaching, 

C l a s s i f i e d s
Calvary Baptist Church, W. Siloam Springs, 

OK., is searching for a full-time pastor with 
a heart to use his leadership skills and experi-
ence to help lead our members to reach out to 
our surrounding area and community with the 
gospel of Jesus Christ.  Contact Pastor’s Search 
Comm., Calvary Baptist Church, 7727 Cedar Dr., 
W. Siloam Springs, OK. 74338.

Brookland Baptist Church, Brookland, AR, is 
seeking a full-time pastor. Send resumes to: 
Danny White, 1608 Cooper Ln, Jonesboro, Ark 
72401, or e-mail Brooklandsbcteam@gmail.
com.

First Baptist Church of Maumelle is seek-
ing full-time pastor. Please send resume to 
First Baptist Church of Maumelle, ATTN: Pastor 
Search Committee, 100 Valencia Dr., Maumelle, 
AR 72113, or email to: searchcommitteefbcm@
gmail.com.

Are you the pastor that God has selected to 
lead a Southern Baptist Church in NW Arkansas? 
We are a Church that was established in 1981 
looking for a full-time pastor to grow our 
congregation in a growing community. Please 
submit resume to NWAPastorSearch@gmail.
com.

Central Baptist Church, Hot Springs, 
is seeking full-time pastor. Send re-
sume to: CBC 1035 Central Avenue, Hot 
Springs, AR 71901; Email: centralbaptist1035@
att.net.

and to assist our families in parenting and 
disciple making. We are a loving and serving 
church in a growing community with qual-
ity schools. Send resume to Phillip Miller: 
pmiller@connect2eastside.com.

New Chapel Hill Baptist, West Monroe, LA, 
seeking full-time children’s minister. 
Send resumes to melinda@nchbc.net.

Concord Baptist Church, a vibrant and grow-
ing church in Anderson, SC, is seeking an asso-
ciate pastor for worship and music. This 
person must have the calling, gifting, training 
and heart to lead a large and diverse ministry of 
worship. We are excited about our future! For a 
job description and/or to submit a resume/pro-
file please contact jjames@concordbaptist.com. 
Please also visit concordbaptist.com for more 
information about our congregation.

Seeking experienced youth or youth/wor-
ship pastor. Miner Baptist Church Sikeston, 
Missouri (conservative SBC). Send Resume to 
jbarnhart@minerbaptist.org.

Ruddell Hill Baptist Church, Batesville, is 
seeking part-time youth minister. Please 
send resumes to ruddellhillpastor@gmail.com.

FBC Canton, TX - conservative, growing con-
gregation with Christ-centered vision seeking 
team member with calling to children’s 
ministry/3 yrs. experience (preferred)/ desire 
to be a part of our vision for growth/responsible 
for VBS, AWANA, and all other children’s minis-
try/Send resume/references to libby@firstcan-
ton.com/open through March 31, 2018.

Balboa Baptist Church, Hot Springs Village, 
AR, is receiving resumes for church admin-
istrator/associate pastor. Candidate must 
have a College degree; a Southern Baptist 
related Seminary degree; excellent computer 
skills such as maintaining a website, Facebook, 
email, PowerPoint, etc. Go to www.BalboaBap-
tist.church/Who-We-Are/employment. 

The Church at Burns Park, No. Little Rock is 
seeking bi-vocational, part-time wor-
ship leader to lead our praise team in blend-
ed music. Parsonage available. You could live 
and worship next door to beautiful Burns Park. 
501-358-8222, 501-612-0693.

Pleasant Hill Baptist Church is seeking a 
full-time youth pastor. Please send resume 
to: Pleasant Hill Baptist Church, 24310 N. Sardis 
Rd., Bauxite, AR 72011 Att: David Littleton.

Cross View is accepting resumes for youth 
pastor.  Position will possibly evolve into asso-
ciate pastor. Send resume to: Cross View Baptist 
Church, 3268 N. FM 2148, Texarkana, TX  75503, 
ATTN: Youth Search Committee.

Part-time maintenance coordina-
tor, Calvary Baptist Church, Little Rock. Works 
with the Properties Committee to ensure current 
and long-term care for buildings and grounds. 
Send resumes to calvary@cbclr.org.

Pleasant Grove Baptist Church is looking 
for a bi-vocational youth pastor to love 
on & lead our youth as we continue to grow 
for God’s glory and our good! Please send 
resumes to Pastor Chris Kinzler @ ckinzler

@pleasantgrovelr.org.
First Baptist Church of Bay, AR (located just 

outside of Jonesboro) is seeking a part-time 
minister of music who is committed to lead-
ing a blended worship service. Resumes may be 
mailed to First Baptist Church, PO Box 190, Bay, 
AR, 72411 or submitted to www.bayfbc.org.

Associate pastor of worship. Grace 
Baptist Church in Belleville, AR, is seeking to hire 
a worship leader who can lead God’s people into 
a greater worship experience. Grace is a grow-
ing church and duties will include administrative 
skills as well as music skills. The pay package is 
negotiable and does include a parsonage. Please 
mail resumes to PO Box 27 Belleville, AR 72824, 
or email Logan Ferguson at revlferg@yahoo.
com.

Judsonia First Baptist Church is in search of 
a part-time youth director. All who are 
interested please contact Blake Moffett at Blake.
moffett@enbridge.com or 501-283-4187.

Perryville FBC is seeking a bi-vocational 
music director. Send resumes to pvfb.
church@gmail.com.

First Baptist Church of El Dorado, AR, is 
seeking to hire an associate pastor of wor-
ship. This full-time position is responsible for 
developing and leading a church-wide worship 
ministry, which promotes the development of 
fully devoted followers of Jesus. Interested can-
didates can submit a resume with cover letter by 
mail (200 W. Main El Dorado, AR) or email jona-
than.kelley@fbceldorado.org.

Floral Baptist Church of Floral, Arkansas, is 
seeking a full-time pastor. Send resumes 
and references to Floral Baptist Church, P.O. Box 
96, Floral, AR 72534.

Cedar Grove Baptist Church of Arka-
delphia is seeking a bi-vocational pas-
tor. Send resumes and references to Cedar 
Grove Baptist Church, 825 Cedar Grove Road, 
Arkadelphia, AR 71923.

Hillcrest Baptist Church in Jasper, Texas, is 
prayerfully seeking a full-time music min-
ister. Send resumes to debbie_hillcrest@ya-
hoo.com, or call 409-384-3371.

Levy Church, NLR, seeks part–time 
minister of music. Send resumes to: steven-
tiner@levybaptist.com.

Bi-vocational worship pastor for 
blended service. FBC Pea Ridge. 479-451-8192. 
To submit resume or request more info - al@
prfbc.org.

First Baptist Church, Siloam Springs, AR is 
seeking a full-time worship pastor. Sub-
mit resumes to: searchteam@fbcsiloam.com or 
Worship Pastor Search Team, 2000 Dawn Hill 
Road, Siloam Springs, AR 72761. Deadline for 
resumes: April 1, 2018.

Seeking full-time children’s min-
istries pastor or director: East Side of 
Paragould is seeking the Lord’s qualified can-
didate to lead a thriving children’s ministry 
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Obituaries Hargett was an occasional 
hunter, an avid fisherman and 
a champion duck-caller. 

He was preceded in death 
by his wife of 44 years, Janice, 
and a brother. 

Hargett is survived by two 
daughters, a son, a sister, five 
grandchildren and four great-
grandchildren. 

A graveside service was held 
Jan. 20 at Rest Haven Memo-
rial Gardens in El Dorado.

Larry Eugene Wilkerson, 
67, of Tyro, 
died Jan. 13, at 
Baptist Health 
Medical Center 
in Little Rock. 

He was serv-
ing as pastor of 
Anderson Cha-

pel Baptist Church in Dumas. 
Wilkerson also was a volun-

teer fireman with the Monti-
cello Fire Department and res-
cue unit in Monticello. 

He was preceded in death 
by his parents, Herschell Eu-
gene Wilkerson and Martha 
Nell Collins Wilkerson, and a 
brother.

Survivors include his wife, 
Sherry Lynn, a daughter, a 
son, two brothers and two 
grandchildren.

Funeral services were held 
Jan. 18 at Stephenson-Dear-
man Chapel in Monticello. 

Burial followed in Tyro 
Cemetery in Lincoln County. 

Bobby Pennington is retir-
ing Feb. 25, after serving more 
than 31 years as pastor of First 
Baptist Church in Hamburg. 

A celebration to honor Pen-
nington and his wife, Sadie, 
will be held following the 
morning service.

On the move

Eric Howerton is serving 
as pastor of Ridgeview Baptist 
Church in Fayetteville. 

He previously served at 
Black Oak Baptist Church in 
Fayetteville and First Baptist 
Church in Greenland. 

David Graham of Oklaho-
ma has been named the  new 
associational missionary for 
the North Arkansas Baptist 
Association.  

Graham, along with his 
wife, Rhonda, are in the pro-
cess of relocating to Arkansas 
where he is set to begin his du-
ties at the end of February.

WALNUT RIDGE – Arkan-
sas African American Legisla-
tors, 1868-1893, a free travel-
ing exhibit produced by the 
Arkansas State Archives and 
Black History Commission 
of Arkansas, will be displayed 
at Williams Baptist College 
Feb. 6-18.

Arkansas African American 
Legislators, 1868-1893, tells 
the story of the 85 African 
Americans who served in the 
Arkansas General Assembly 
in the 19th century. After the 
Civil War, Arkansas adopted a 
new constitution in 1868, and 
its provisions included the 
right to vote and hold public 
office for black males. African 
American lawyers, merchants, 
ministers, educators, farmers 
and other professionals served 
in the Arkansas General As-
sembly.

Photographs of legislators 
are an integral part of the dis-
play, along with a listing of the 
legislators and a short history 
of post-Civil War and election 
law “reforms” that effectively 
ended African Americans’ 
election to legislative positions 
until the 1970s. 

Black legislator exhibit
through Feb. 18 at WBC
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Sam Moore Evangelistic Ministries
479-381-1170, 

sam@evangelistsammoore.com

Sam Moore is a vocational evangelist 
and a native of Arkansas. He has the 
gift of an evangelist and the heart of 
a pastor. He is available for Revivals, 
Crusades, Harvest Days and Witness 
Training. Now scheduling for 2018-19.

www.evangelistsammoore.com

MISSIONS EVENT – The North Pulaski Baptist Association in North Little Rock had 
33 churches and 160 North Pulaski Baptist Association church members represented 
at a recent event at Central Baptist Church, North Little Rock. Chris Larmoyeux 
(above, center), formerly of First Baptist Church, Maumelle, and now preparing 
to be a church planter, moderated the event. Larmoyeux gave an overview of the 
association’s work and its successes in 2017.  Larmoyeux was followed by Dennis 
Wilkins, North Pulaski’s associational missionary, who gave a presentation of the 
association’s upcoming events. Included in Wilkins’ presentation was a video encour-
aging people to register for Mission North Pulaski in 2018, an event, he said,  that 
will be “saturating Sherwood with the Good News.”  Bob Harper, Arkansas Baptist 
State Convention missions team leader, was also a featured speaker and gave a 
presentation on Acts 1:8.

LITTLE ROCK – In 2014 
God used the ministry of 
Master'Singers to impact the 
people of Ukraine in ways no 
one could have imagined.

Again in 2018, Arkansas 
Baptists have the opportunity 
to be a part of another special 
movement of God during the 
Master'Singers Ukraine Mis-
sion Trip April 16-27.  

Larry Grayson, music and 
worship consultant with the 
Arkansas Baptist State Con-
vention evangelism and church 
health team, said already 74 
are signed up to participate 
in the mission trip, with 
many others “still praying 
about it.”

“We will sing in seven cit-

ARKADELPHIA – Ouachita 
Baptist University’s Sutton 
School of Social Sciences is 
hosting the final U.S. stop of 
the international traveling ex-
hibit, “Between the Shadow 
and the Light: An Exhibit Out 
of South Africa,” on Ouachi-
ta’s campus from 8 a.m. to 5 
p.m., Monday through Friday
through Feb. 23.

It is the largest exhibit to 
show on Ouachita’s campus 
to date, spanning Mabee Fine 
Arts Center’s Hammons Gal-
lery as well as Moses-Provine 
Hall’s Rosemary Gossett 
Adams Galleries. 

“Between the Shadow and 
the Light” focuses on the his-
tory, social movements and 
current reconciliation efforts 
of South Africa. 

Randall Wight, dean of 
Ouachita’s Sutton School, 
said the purpose of hosting the 
exhibit is both a social science 

ies at this time,” said Grayson. 
“Two of the cities only have a 
venue that will seat 650, so in 
those cities, we will sing two 
concerts of worship back to 
back with a 45-minute break.”

Grayson said Master’Singers 
will once again work with 
evangelist Michael Gott, who 
has invested much of his life 
and ministry in Ukraine over 
the years.

“He has been meeting with 
local Baptist pastors to be cer-
tain a plan for publicity and 
follow-up on decisions is in 
place,” said Grayson.  

“The group will sing for an 
hour, and then Michael Gott 
will share a clear presentation 
of the gospel, followed by the 

Master’Singers Ukraine Mission Trip
April 16-27; Michael Gott to speak

Master'Singers ending the con-
certs of worship.”

The Master'Singers will fly 
to Ukraine in groups and will 
travel by bus each day to per-
formance locations, he said. 

“Because of the roads out-
side of the cities, it usually 
takes twice as long to travel.  
The longest day of travel 
will take about five hours,” 
said Grayson, adding, “In 
2014, we sang to overflow 
crowds in every location who 
continually thanked us for 
coming and for ‘bringing God’ 
to them.”

For more information on 
the trip email Grayson at lgray-
son@absc.org or call 501-376-
4791, ext. 5121.

Ouachita to host South Africian exhibit
and fine art experience for 
students and guests. “Between 
the Shadow and the Light” is 
located in Ouachita’s Mabee 

Fine Arts Building and Moses-
Provine Hall.

The exhibit is free and open 
to the public.

WALNUT RIDGE – Rodney 
Harris, assistant professor of 
history at Williams Baptist 
College, has been ap-
pointed by the director 
of the Department of 
Arkansas Heritage to 
the Review Committee 
for the Arkansas His-
toric Marker Program. 

The Arkansas His-
toric Marker Program 
was established in 2017 
by the Department of Arkan-

WBC’s Harris appointed to
Arkansas heritage committee

sas Heritage. The program 
strives to preserve and promote 
Arkansas cultural and historic 

resources. The markers 
acknowledge people, 
places and events that 
have taken place in Ar-
kansas in order to edu-
cate the public of their 
importance. 

Harris will serve the 
Program Review Com-

mittee as an Arkansas 
History Academic.

Harris

BENTON – More than 300 
students, sponsors and orches-
tra members from 28 church-
es across Arkansas attended 
PraizFest 2018 held Jan. 26-27 
at First Baptist Church in Ben-
ton. 

Todd Yokotake of Hawaii 
Baptist Academy and Olivet 
Baptist Church, Honolulu, 
Hawaii, was guest clinician 
for PraizFest. “(Yokotake) did 
an outstanding job of engag-
ing students in worship and 
encouraging them to use their 
gifts for God,” said Larry Gray-

300 attend PraizFest Jan. 26-27
son, music and worship con-
sultant with the Arkansas Bap-
tist State Convention evange-
lism and church health team. 

“Warren Gasaway (assistant 
team leader for evangelism 
and church health team), did 
an outstanding job challenging 
the students as the PraizFest 
pastor for the weekend,” said 
Grayson. 

PraizFest is an event de-
signed to help students in 
grades 7-12 explore their pas-
sion and talents in worship 
and church music.
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Scenes from the ABSC evangelism conference and related events

David McKinney, worship pastor of Cross Church in northwest Arkansas (above, center), and his 
band lead worship during the ABSC’s ECON event Jan. 29-30 at Geyer Springs First Baptist Church in 
Little Rock. The Skit Guys (right), Tommy Woodward (red shirt) and Eddie James, provide entertain-
ment in between sermons and worship during the event. Photos by Caleb Yarbrough

Jim Cymbala (above left) pastor of The Brooklyn Tabernacle in Brooklyn, N.Y., 
leads Arkansas Baptists in a time of prayer during his Jan. 29 message during the 
Arkansas Baptist State Convention’s (ABSC) ECON event. J.D. “Sonny” Tucker (above),  
executive director of the ABSC, shares briefly on the convention staff ’s evangelistic 
strategy during the conference. Photos by Caleb Yarbrough

Bill Bumpas (above right), Arkansas Baptist News Podcast host, interviews Lynn Loyd (center),  
mission consultant for the ABSC college and young leaders team (C&YLT), and Chris Kohlman,  the 
C&YLT’s assistant team leader, regarding Lead>Defend. An Arkansas Baptist minister (right) takes 
notes during the ABSC Prayer Leader’s Workshop Jan. 29. Above photo by Tim Yarbrough
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I recently told a colleague that his use 
of the word “crazy” to describe anyone 
who disagreed him was dismissive and 
belittling. He took my criticism well. I 
explained to him that he was having dif-
ficulty articulating a rational defense of 
his view so he resorted to name calling. 
He called me crazy and walked away.

Paul had a similar experience before 
Agrippa. He spoke about what really 
happened in the temple that led to him 
being attacked 
and almost killed. 
He had declared 
that Jesus was 
Israel’s Messiah 
and was alive. He 
explained his min-
istry to the Gentiles and God’s offer of 
repentance and faith to both Jews and 
Gentiles. Proud nationalistic Israelites 
wanted nothing to do with Gentiles.  

When Paul used the word “Gen-
tiles,” in the temple the crowd wanted 
him wiped off the face of the earth (Acts 
22:22). Festus, who had been listening, 
had a similar reaction when Paul used 
the word “Gentiles.” Festus told Paul, 
“You’re out of your mind, Paul! Too 
much study is driving you mad!” (Acts 

26:24). Festus didn’t think he was re-
ally mad or crazy. If he did, he would 
have either had Paul gently removed to 
a place of rest or he would have deliv-
ered the madman to the emperor to be 
tried. No, Festus’ comment was a sign 
of conviction in his heart.  

Paul explained that he wasn’t mad 
but he was speaking words of truth 
and good judgment (Acts 26:25). 
Paul asked Agrippa if he believed the 

prophets and 
added, “I know 
you believe” (Acts 
26:27). Agrippa 
answered, “Are 
you going to 
persuade me to 

become a Christian so easily?” (Acts 
26:28). Agrippa’s response is both con-
descending and belittling. However, 
Paul’s reply should be our reply when 
dealing with critics, “I wish before God 
that whether easily or with difficulty, 
not only you but all who listen to me 
today might become as I am, except 
for these chains” (Acts 26:29). When 
answering critics, always give them an 
opportunity to make a decision about 
Christ.

God has placed over us (2 Pet. 2:13).  It 
is possible for a Christian to submit to 
government and still disobey the laws. 
We must never allow the law to make 
us violate our conscience and disobey 
the higher law, God’s law.  Paul said in 
doing this, “You silence the ignorance 
of foolish people” (1 Pet. 2:15). We si-
lence critics by doing good, not by op-
posing authority.  

We should use our freedom in 
Christ to show love and to honor oth-

ers. Peter was not 
talking about po-
litical freedom but 
spiritual freedom. 
Christian freedom 
is always condi-

tioned by Christian responsibility. We 
may have to set aside some rights and 
privileges, and even suffer to do what 
the Lord has called us to do.

We should “fear God” (1 Pet. 2:17). 
This is reverent fear that leads to obedi-
ence. We can honor the king but not 
fear him. Our ultimate authority and 
fear rest in God.  

Our citizenship here is temporal. 
We are just passing through to our per-
manent home.              

Believers should always be on mis-
sion for God. For more than 30 years I 
have been part of the Arkansas Baptist 
State Convention (ABSC) family and 
have received tremendous resources 
and opportunities to be on mission for 
Christ. I have been involved in Church-
for-a-Day, Nail Benders, Baptist Build-
ers, chaplaincy and disaster relief. Be-
cause of the Cooperative Program funds 
and the Dixie Jackson offering, I have 
received oppor-
tunities, train-
ing and equip-
ping to “be on 
mission.” My 
church has the 
same missional 
mentality. There 
are so many opportunities in our church 
that all members can be on mission for 
Christ. There are so many other ways a 
believer can get involved in missions in 
their church and/or in the convention.

 The Apostle Paul was always on mis-
sion for Christ despite chains, guards 
or shipwrecks. Paul met with the Jew-
ish leaders in Rome. He made it clear 
that his appeal to Caesar was not an 
indictment against his nation but 
rather he was a prisoner on behalf of 

Israel and for their hope (Acts 28:20). 
Paul outlined to the Jewish leaders in 
Rome what led him to appeal to Cae-
sar. These leaders showed interest in 
hearing Paul’s defense of himself and 
the message he preached. He met with 
them, shared the gospel and utilized 
the Old Testament Scriptures. A debate 
arose among the leaders about Gentiles 
being included in salvation. To those 
who rejected his message, Paul ex-

plained their re-
jection was a 
fulfillment of 
Isaiah 6:9-10.  

God uses a 
variety of ways 
and means to 
bring believ-

ers in contact with those who need 
to know the gospel. As believers, we 
should be looking for opportunities to 
share the gospel with every person we 
encounter, especially those who want 
to know more. As we share the gospel, 
we need to be aware that not all people 
will respond favorably to the gospel. We 
should share regardless of the response. 
God’s offer of salvation is offered to all 
people, and God uses all believers to be 
His witnesses.

It is apparent when you turn on the 
news that we live in a world where sin 
and darkness abound. We live in a rela-
tivistic culture where right is wrong, 
wrong is right, and there is no under-
standing of absolute truth. In this post-
truth culture, facts and objective truth, 
in the shaping of public opinion, have 
given way to emotion and personal 
beliefs. There is an embracing of sin, 
endorsing of sin, and the calling of 
sin something 
else. When 
we come to 
Christ, the 
Light of the 
world, and live 
as light, we 
present a very 
sharp and inviting contrast to the dark-
ness of sin.

Paul told the Ephesians that they 
were once darkness but now are light 
and must walk as children of light  
(Eph. 5:8). The marks of this kind of 
walk are “goodness, righteousness, and 
truth” (Eph. 5:9). Doing this is pleasing 
to God (Eph. 5:10).  

It is not enough to refrain from the 
sins of those who are disobedient, they 
must be exposed. Paul was referring to 

church members, and they must be 
held accountable. The church is re-
sponsible for attempting to turn unre-
pentant members from their sin (Matt. 
18:15-20). 

What is the best way to expose the 
darkness of sin? Paul said, “Everything 
exposed by light is made clear” (Eph. 
5:13). This is literally the mission of 
the church – to move things from dark-
ness to light.  

Ephesians 
5:14 says a 
person who is 
participating 
in the deeds 
of darkness is 
to “get up and 
rise up from 

the dead.” In other words, turn from 
the deeds of darkness. He finished the 
verse with, “and the Messiah will shine 
on you.” He is the source of light that 
exposes all those in darkness and trans-
forms them into light.

In this relativistic culture it is 
most important that believers be 
light. Because He is the Light and He 
has called us to be light, we are the 
beacon of light and truth in a very 
dark place.

My 4-year-old granddaughter just 
learned to say the Pledge of Allegiance 
to the flag. Her reciting it reminded 
me that I have a dual citizenship. This 
is not my home. I am just passing 
through. As believers, our permanent 
home is in heaven. We are to be good 
citizens here, but we should live in 
a way that reflects our citizenship in 
heaven.  How do we do this?

We should abstain from sin and 
do good works that point to Christ. 
Our relationship 
with Christ should 
motivate us to live 
godly lives. Paul 
told us why we 
should do this, 
“they will, by observing your good 
works, glorify God on the day of visi-
tation” (1 Pet. 2:12). Many interpret 
this visitation as the day when Christ 
returns, but it is speaking about when 
God visits lost sinners and saves them. 
When they trust Christ, they will 
glorify God and give thanks because 
a Christian witnessed to them even 
when they made life difficult for be-
lievers.  

We should submit to those whom 
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