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 ABN classifieds get results! 
Read them on Page 12.

The ABN classifieds are a great way to advertise 
for your church, ministry or business. 

You can now submit a classified ad via the ABN website at 

arkansasbaptist.org/ads
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Digest
Stories of interest 

to Arkansas Baptists 

WILMINGTON, N.C. – 
William “Bill” L. Bennett 
Sr., former Arkansas Bap-
tist pastor and founder of 
Mentoring Men for the 
Master (M3), died Jan. 11 
in Wilmington, N.C., at 
age 93.

Bennett served as pas-
tor of First Baptist Church 
in Fort Smith for 19 years. 

D u r i n g 
his tenure, 
the church 
became an 
i n t e r n a -
tional base 
for Evan-
g e l i s m 
Explosion 

(EE) training. His M3 
ministry, online at men-
toringmen.net, began as 
a small group but eventu-
ally grew into a worldwide 
ministry based in Wilm-
ington, N.C.

He was professor of 
preaching and pasto-
ral ministries as well 
as campus chaplain at  
Southeastern Baptist 
Theological Seminary in 
Wake Forest, N.C., from 
1998-2015.

Bennett earned a Doc-
tor of Theology degree 
from New Orleans Baptist 
Theological Seminary in 
1965 and, earlier, Master 
of Arts and Master of Di-
vinity degrees from Duke 
University and an un-
dergraduate degree from 
Wake Forest University.

He was a 12-year trust-
ee of the Sunday School 
Board of the Southern 
Baptist Convention 
(SBC), now known as Life-
Way Christian Resources, 
and a trustee at Ouachita 
Baptist University in Arka-
delphia.

Bennett’s books in-
clude a “Handbook for 
Mentoring Men for the 
Master,” “10 Absolute Life 
Changers of Men,” “The 
Indispensable Role of the 
Holy Spirit” and “Politi-
cally Incorrect Answers to 
Today’s Burning Issues.”

For more ABN Digest, go to 
arkansasbaptist.org/abn-digest

LifeWay building 
demolished in
downtown NashvilleBennett: Men’s mentor  

leader dies at age 93 

NASHVILLE, Tenn. (BP) – 
The former 12-story LifeWay 
Christian Resources landmark 
Draper Tower in downtown 
Nashville was demolished Jan. 
6 with an implosion the demo-
lition team’s leader said went 
“100 percent perfect,” The Ten-
nessean newspaper reported.

Following a series of loud 
bangs made by some 600 
pounds of explosives, Draper 
Tower crumbled in sections 
to make room for a 380-unit 
residential building, two of-
fice buildings and retail space 
– all part of the forthcoming 
Nashville Yards development, 
which will span the area that 
used to house LifeWay’s nine-
building campus.

Charles Willis, who retired 
from LifeWay’s communica-
tions department in 2003 fol-
lowing a 35-year career there, 
said Draper Tower will be re-
membered as a Nashville land-
mark.

“People could see [Draper 

Tower] from the interstate,” 
Willis, 71, said, “and could 
find their way to the LifeWay 
campus just by keeping it in 
view even if they didn’t know 
which street to turn on.”

The tower opened in 1991 
as Centennial Tower to com-
memorate LifeWay’s 100th 
anniversary. It was renamed 
Draper Tower following for-
mer LifeWay President Jimmy 
Draper’s 2006 retirement.

“Seeing it go up,” Willis 
said, was “a slow process. See-
ing it come down was really, 
really fast.”

Draper told The Tennessean 
that people, rather than build-
ings, are LifeWay’s chief legacy 
and focus. Still, he recalled 
fondly seeing the cross-embla-
zoned tower each morning on 
Nashville’s skyline as he ap-
proached downtown.

“It was just a source of great 
pride and of gratitude that we 
would have the opportunity to 
have that kind of witness in 

downtown,” Draper told The 
Tennessean.

Frank S. Page, president of 
the Southern Baptist Conven-
tion Executive Committee, 
said the tower’s demolition is 
among life’s many transitions.

“Ministries, ministers and 
institutions go through sea-
sons of transition,” Page said 
according to a Jan. 6 article 
posted on TalkCP.com. “Life-
Way is certainly in the midst 
of a major transition in their 
relocation. The key is to focus 
on the mission and the person 
behind that mission.

“It is the Lord Jesus Christ 
who should remain our focus,” 

Page said. “Buildings come 
and buildings go. Leaders 
come and leaders go. However, 
our central focus must always 
be on our Lord who is the 
Way, the Truth and the Life!”

LifeWay’s corporate head-
quarters moved in November 
2017 to a 277,000-square-
foot facility about a half-mile 
away from its former cam-
pus, which sold in 2015 for  
$125 million.

The nearby SBC Build-
ing suffered no effects from 
Draper Tower’s demolition, 
just some extra dust, build-
ing superintendent Phil  
Baker said.

LifeWay’s Draper Tower in downtown Nashville began to collapse at approximately 
9:30 a.m. Jan. 6 following detonation of some 600 pounds of explosives. A mixed-
use development will be built on the location. Photo by Jim Veneman

LMCO gifts 4.1 percent ahead of 2016 receipts
Julie McGowan
IMB

RICHMOND – Southern 
Baptist contributions to sup-
port international missions 
through the Lottie Moon 
Christmas Offering (LMCO)  
are 4.1 percent above a year 
earlier, according to Rodney 
Freeman, treasurer and vice 
president of support services 
at the International Mission 
Board (IMB).

At the end of Decem-
ber 2017, IMB had received 
$15,221,629 so far for the 
2017-18 campaign, which 
began Oct. 1. This total is 
$600,027 (4.1 percent) ahead 
of last year’s LMCO receipts. 

The total represents money 
received by the IMB or post-
marked by the close of the last 
business day of December and 
includes receipts from SBC 
Executive Committee, state 
conventions, churches and in-
dividuals. 

Freeman also reported that 
at the end of December, IMB 
had received $23,304,153 in 

Cooperative Program (CP) 
funding for the 2017-18 fis-
cal year, which started Oct. 1. 
This total is $225,349 (1 per-
cent) ahead of last year. 

“As we see the reports that 
giving to both the Coopera-
tive Program and the Lottie 

Moon Christ-
mas Offering 
are trending 
upward from 
this time in 
previous years, 
I thank God 
for Southern 
Baptists’ faith-

fulness in giving,” said IMB 
President David Platt. “These 
gifts represent a recognition 
that the very best way South-
ern Baptists can help reach 
the billions who have yet to  
hear the gospel is to collabo-
rate in cooperative efforts to 
pray, go and send — and all 
those efforts must be under-
girded by the cooperative ef-
fort to give. 

“I want to say thank you to 
each person who has given to 
the Lottie Moon Christmas 

Offering during this concerted 
season of giving and to each 
person who has prayed for our 
international missionaries dur-
ing this concerted season of 
praying,” he said. 

The IMB partners with 
more than 40,000 churches 
which work together to spread 
the gospel around the world 
to billions of people who have 
never heard it. The primary 
way this is accomplished is 
through the coalition of South-
ern Baptist churches sending 
and supporting thousands 
of missionaries. Support for 
the personnel comes through 
Southern Baptists’ gifts to the 
CP and the LMCO, with 100 
percent of LMCO gifts fund-
ing IMB missionaries who are 
making disciples and multi-
plying churches among un-
reached people and places.

Missionaries such as John 
McPherson, who has served 
for 33 years in Africa, note 
their reliance on Southern 
Baptists’ LMCO gifts — as 
well as their appreciation for 
Southern Baptists’ faithfulness 

in giving. Much of McPher-
son’s ministry is an example of 
Lottie Moon dollars at work, 
he recently told Tennessee’s 
Baptist and Reflector.

“Lottie Moon was crucial 
for us,” he said. “It provides 
those materials and provided 
the materials that we used at 
the seminary. I’m a big fan of 
that offering.”

The LMCO campaign year 
historically ran from June 1 
to May 31 each year, but that 
campaign year did not align 
with IMB’s fiscal year, which 
runs Jan. 1 to Dec. 31. To help 
alleviate confusion, IMB fi-
nance leaders, in conjunction 
with the board of trustees, pro-
posed to align the fiscal year 
and the LMCO campaign to 
Oct. 1 through Sept. 30. Mes-
sengers approved the fiscal year 
change during the 2017 SBC 
Annual Meeting in Phoenix. 
Therefore, gifts contributed 
from Oct. 1, 2017, to Sept. 30, 
2018, will apply to the 2017-18 
offering. 

Julie McGowan is public rela-
tions manager for the IMB.

Platt

Bennett
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Union University marks 
10 years since tornado

Floyd: ‘Racism is Satan’s tool’
designed to divide the Church

JACKSON, Tenn. – Ten 
years ago, an EF-4 tornado 
ripped the Union Univer-
sity campus apart.

The campus sustained 
about $40 million worth 
of damage. The whirlwind 
destroyed buildings, and 
dozens of students were 
injured in the storm.

But while the physical 
damage to the campus 
may have been extensive, 
the event also drew the 
campus community to-
gether as students, faculty, 
staff, alumni and commu-
nity members regrouped 
and began the process of 
rebuilding what was lost.

On Feb. 2, Union 
University will mark the 
10-year anniversary of 
the tornado that hit the 
campus on Feb. 5, 2008. 
Former administrators will 
return to campus for the 
event, which will include a 
chapel service and a com-
munity worship service 
featuring a free concert by 
Christian recording artist 
Phil Wickham.

“The 2008 tornado was 
a transformative event in 
the life of Union Universi-
ty,” Union President Sam-
uel W. “Dub” Oliver said. 
“As we observe the 10-year 
anniversary, we offer our 
gratitude to the leaders 
who guided the institution 
through those difficult 
days, and we thank the 
Lord for His providence 
and protection for Union 
University that night.”

A Feb. 2 chapel service 
at 10 a.m. in the G.M. 
Savage Memorial Chapel 
will include a testimony 
by Kimberly Thornbury, 
Union’s former vice presi-
dent for student life, and 
an address by former 
Union President David S. 
Dockery.

A recognition ceremony 
for first responders will be 
held at 1:30 p.m. and a 
community worship ser-
vice is set for West Jackson 
Baptist Church at 7 p.m.

Arkansas Gov. Asa Hutchinson

Tim Yarbrough
Arkansas Baptist News

LITTLE ROCK – Ronnie 
Floyd, senior pastor of Cross 
Church in northwest Arkan-
sas, who also serves as presi-
dent of the National Day of 
Prayer Task Force, issued “A 
Call to Racial Unity” Jan. 15 
at the inaugural Martin Luther 
King Jr. Holiday Exclusive on 
the steps of the Arkansas Capi-
tol.

About 100 people gathered 
on a bright, but cold day for 
the ceremony hosted by the 
Arkansas State Conference of 
the NAACP.

Floyd, the event’s keynote 
speaker, told pastors and other 
leaders that “racism is Satan’s 
tool” for dividing the church.

“Pastors and churches must 
be the prophetic voice of not 
just doom and gloom, but the 
voice for hope and future,” 
said Floyd, a former president 
of the Southern Baptist Con-
vention.

“The life and legacy of Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr. is that 
he paid the price to make sure 
America had this long over-
due conversation about racial 
unity,” Floyd said.

Racism is “completely op-
posite of 
the gospel 
and recon-
ciliation,” 
he said. 
“We are 
here today 
to  no -
tify Satan 
and his 
d e m o n i c 
forces [of 
this]: The 
power of 
God is greater than the power 
of evil, the power of sin, and 
even greater than the power of 
racism.”

Every day Christians “must 
call out to God and ask Him 
for the next Great Awakening, 
the next spiritual awakening 
to begin right here in your city 
of Little Rock and our state, 
Arkansas,” Floyd said. “Each 
Sunday in your churches, call 
out to God for the next Great 
Awakening in America to 
occur right here in our state of 
Arkansas.”

Ronnie Floyd, senior pastor of Cross Church in northwest Arkansas, who also serves as president of the National Day of Prayer 
Task Force, speaks Jan. 15 at the inaugural Martin Luther King Jr. Holiday Exclusive on the steps of the Arkansas Capitol. At far 
left is event organizer, Arthur L. Hunt Jr., senior pastor of the Hunt Cathedral of Faith in Dumas. Photo by Tim Yarbrough

The Jan. 15 event marked 
nearly 50 years since the death 
of King in April 1968, as well 
as the first year that Arkansas 
has celebrated its first exclusive 
King federal holiday.

Previously, Arkansas cel-
e b r a t e d 
Civil War 
G e n . 
R o b e r t 
E. Lee 
on the 
same day 
as Martin 
L u t h e r 
King Jr. 
A new 
Arkansas 
law des-
i g n a t e s 

the King holiday as the third 
Monday of January, just as its 
federal observance. Lee will 
now be commemorated in a 
state holiday on the second 
Saturday of October. In mak-
ing the change, Arkansas joins 
47 other states and Washing-
ton, D.C., in commemorating 
the civil rights leader’s birth-
day alone on the third Monday 
of January.

Arkansas Gov. Asa Hutchin-
son attended the statehouse 
gathering, along with Dale 
Charles, president of the Ar-

kansas State Conference of the 
NAACP, and event organizer 
Arthur L. Hunt Jr., senior pas-
tor of the Hunt Cathedral of 
Faith in Dumas.

Leader s  app lauded 
Hutchinson’s role in separat-
ing the celebrations of King 
and Lee and gave him a stand-
ing ovation when he stood to 
speak. The governor was given 
a jacket with an illustration of 
the day’s theme embroidered 
on the back to commemorate 
the occasion.

Hutchinson told those 
gathered for the ceremony 
that King “made a difference 
every day” and “was a man of 
action.”

“(King) was a man of peace 
like our Lord Jesus was a man 
of peace,” Hutchinson said.

It was the same message the 
governor shared earlier in the 
day at a King holiday prayer 
breakfast for religious and civil 
rights leaders, legislators and 
politicians at the Governor’s 
Mansion.

‘Silence not the answer’
Floyd, in his message, said: 

“This I know: Silence is not 
the answer [to racism], and 
passivity is not our prescrip-
tion for healing.

“From pastors to politi-
cians, from business leaders to 
Bubba and the boys, we must 
not be silent any longer. Hope 
is not a strategy. You cannot 
just hope it goes away and it 
does, nor can you sit passively 
in the church pew believing 
this is enough. Passivity has 
never been, nor ever will be, a 
prescription for healing.”

Christians must “rise like 
never before in our genera-
tion, resolving that the sin of 
racism will stop now and not 
be forwarded to generations in 
the future,” Floyd said.

“We are not black churches. 
We are not white churches. 
We are not Latino churches. 
We are not Asian churches. 
We are not Native American 
churches. We are the Church 
of Jesus Christ. We are mem-
bers of the same body. You are 
my brother. You are my sister. 
Let the Church rise. In the 
true church of Jesus Christ, 
the walls of racism and injus-
tice come down. We are one 
Church serving one Lord Jesus 
Christ.”

Read the full text of Floyd’s 
message at arkansasbaptist.
org/floydcall.

Contact Tim Yarbrough at 
tim@arkansasbaptist.org.
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Editorial&Opinion “Always be prepared to give an answer 
to everyone who asks you to give the 

reason for the hope that you have...”

 1 Peter 3:15 (NIV)

Public proclamations of faith by athletes
In the NFL playoffs, War-

ner ultimately led the Rams 
to a victory in Super Bowl 
XXXIV against the Tennessee 
Titans. 

Following the Rams’ Super 
Bowl victory and being 
named the game’s MVP, War-
ner was asked by ABC’s Mike 
Tirico: “Kurt, first things 
first – tell me about the final 

touchdown 
pass to Isaac.”

Warner 
responded: 
“Well, first 
things first, 

I’ve got to thank my Lord and 
Savior up above – thank you, 
Jesus!”

Nearing retirement nine 
years later, upon leading the 
Arizona Cardinals to the 
franchise’s first-ever Super 
Bowl appearance, Warner’s 
response was similar.

After being asked by Terry 
Bradshaw of Fox how he felt 
about being the third oldest 
quarterback to ever play in 
the Super Bowl, Warner re-
sponded: “Everybody’s going 
to be tired of hearing this, 
but I never get tired of saying 
it. There’s one reason that 
I’m standing up on this stage 
today. That’s because of my 
Lord up above. I’ve got to say 
thanks to Jesus; you knew I 
was going to do it, but I’ve got 
to do it.”

More recently, the NFL 
playoffs gave us an inspiring 
moment after Minnesota 
Vikings quarterback Case 
Keenum led his team to an 
unlikely comeback victory 
over the New Orleans Saints.   

After the last-second play 
that is being called the “Min-
nesota Miracle,” Keenum told 
a national audience that the 
miraculous win “probably will 
go down as the third-best mo-

M uch has been said and 
written the past several 

years about the use of the 
public platform by profession-
al and amateur athletes.

Of late, discussion has fo-
cused on professional NFL 
players “taking a knee” for 
the national anthem out of 
protest for racial inequality, 
but only a few years earlier 
the very same 
action resulted 
in a very differ-
ent discussion.

Instead of 
protest, it was 
deep Christian conviction 
that prompted Tim Tebow 
to kneel in prayer during his 
brief time in the NFL, spawn-
ing the term “Tebowing.”

Tebow, the legendary Flor-
ida quarterback, felt strongly 
that God had given him a 
platform as a star athlete and 
role model to promote his 
faith.

One of the most dramatic 
examples I recall of an ath-
lete using his “15 minutes of 
fame” to promote Christ was 
the “rags to riches” story of 
Kurt Warner during the 1999 
season with the St. Louis 
Rams.

Warner, who just a few 
years earlier was bagging gro-
ceries at a local supermarket 
to make ends meet, initially 
had very little interest from 
NFL teams. But somehow 
that year Warner had made 
his way onto the Rams’ roster 
– and due to injuries of star 
players – suddenly was thrust 
into the spotlight as the start-
ing quarterback.

Warner put together one of 
the top seasons by a quarter-
back in NFL history, throwing 
for 4,353 yards with 41 touch-
down passes and a comple-
tion rate of 65.1 percent. 

Cartoon by Gary Thomas

Pressing On
Tim Yarbrough
Phil. 3:14
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ment of my life.”
“Giving my life to Jesus 

Christ and marrying my 
wife,” are the two events Kee-
num said topped the victory 
as the ecstatic Vikings crowd 
roared. 

One sports reporter was 
said to have called Keenum’s 
response an “incredible post-
game Jesus moment.”

Only a few days earlier key 
players for the Alabama and 
Georgia football teams – hav-
ing just played for the College 
Football Playoff National 
Championship – expressed 
gratitude to Christ as well.

True freshman quarterback 
Tua Tagovailoa of Alabama, 
having led his team to the 
championship, said in a post-

game interview with ESPN: 
“First and foremost, I’d just 

like to thank my Lord and 
Savior, Jesus Christ. With 
Him, all things are possible. 
That’s what happened to-
night.”

“All glory goes to God,” 
Tagovailoa said later in the in-
terview. “I can’t describe what 
He’s done for me and my 
family. Who would have ever 
thought I would have been 
here, right now in this mo-
ment? So, you know, thank 
God for that, and I’d just like 
to thank my teammates and 
Coach Saban for giving me 
the opportunity.”

Georgia’s Jake Fromm 
tweeted following the heart-
breaking loss to the Tide, 

“God is good, all the time. 
And all the time, God is 
good.”

I guess we’ll never know 
this side of heaven the impact 
public proclamations of faith 
by high profile athletes have 
on leading people to faith in 
Jesus Christ. 

However, this we know: 
Scripture tells Christians to 
use their platform to proclaim 
His glory. Perhaps there is no 
better example than Matthew 
5:14-16 (NIV):

“You are the light of the 
world. A town built on a hill 
cannot be hidden. Neither 
do people light a lamp and 
put it under a bowl. Instead 

See FAITH page 5
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Notably, we have our first 
students participating in our 
Master of Arts in Teaching de-
gree program, our inaugural 
graduate degree program. We 
have also recently enrolled 
our first cohort of students 
in the new undergraduate 
criminal justice program. And 
work is well underway for our 
concert band program, which 

begins next 
fall.  

New athletic 
programs (golf, 
swimming and 
track and field) 
are adding to 

the richness of campus life. 
Of course, drama presenta-
tions, concerts, distinguished 
guest speakers and our 11 
national and international 
academic honor societies all 
continue to enrich the day-
to-day culture of our univer-
sity.    

In December, we dedicated 
the impressive Belle Hall resi-
dence facility, not to mention 
the Jerry D. Gibbens Atrium 
that was dedicated this fall in 
the freshly renovated Maddox 
Center. You need to visit the 

The University Initiative
J esus’ words, said at the Sermon on the Mount, are 

profound and worth pondering. However, Christians 
hear them so often today that they have lost their punch. 
Equally remarkable, Christians hear more about the for-
mer metaphor than the latter. Since both appear together 
in the passage, both are worthy of thought.

“You are the salt of the earth” (Matt. 5:13, ESV). Salt 
has various uses: a flavor-enhancer, a preservative and a 
cleansing agent, to name a few. Did Jesus have all of these 
uses in mind when He spoke? Did He have any of them in 

mind when He spoke?
Although many go to 

great lengths to explain 
the salt metaphor, they 
offer little explanation 
about the light. Remem-

ber: Jesus also called His listeners the “light of the world” 
(Matt. 5:14). Jesus stated that it was absurd to light a lamp 
and put it under a basket. A city can be seen for miles if 
it is on a hill; it cannot be hidden. Light may have many 
uses, but it only has one purpose: to be light.

Salt can be understood the same way. It has many uses, 
but only one purpose: to be salt. If it no longer has the 
property it was made for, it should be thrown out. It’s use-
less.  

The mere idea of “salt-less” salt or “light-less” light is 
absurd. There is no point to them, because they are not 
producing the property they inherently possess.

Jesus gave His disciples a challenging lesson. While it’s 
absurd to think of salt-less salt and light-less light, it’s even 
more absurd to be a Christ-less Christian or a disciple-less 
disciple. Christians are called to be who they are, and to 
follow the One Who gives them purpose.

Ken Gore is professor of biblical studies at Dallas Baptist Uni-
versity. Send your questions to tim@arkansasbaptist.org.

Baptists Ask
Ken Gore

What did Jesus mean when He called His  
disciples ‘salt’ and ‘light’ (Matt. 5:13-16)?

Four Ps in ABCHomes’ pod

ABCHomes
David Perry

Williams Baptist
Kenneth Startup 

they put it on its stand, and it 
gives light to everyone in the 
house. In the same way, let 
your light shine before others, 
that they may see your good 
deeds and glorify your Father 
in heaven.”

As fishers of men, believ-
ers in Jesus Christ need bait. 

Perhaps there is no better bait 
than the attention given in 
competitive sports – either 
after winning a great game 
or, for that matter, in defeat. 
Could it be that the Spirit of 
God can use those moments 
to stir the human heart to 
faith?

Of course He can. To God 
be the glory!

Tim Yarbrough is editor/execu-
tive director of the ABN.

Our purpose and mission
 The Arkansas Baptist News (ABN) exists to assist  

Kingdom work by informing, inspiring and involving  
Arkansas Baptists through meeting needs of people,  

spreading the gospel, making disciples and growing God’s 
work in Arkansas and beyond.

As the largest religious publication in the state, the ABN 
strives for journalistic integrity, fairness and balance in its 

reporting of Baptist and evangelical news.

We advocate for the cause of Jesus Christ.
We report the news based on our Christian worldview.

We uphold high standards of journalism
and Christian ethics.

continued from page 4
FAITH

Williams Baptist Univer-
sity. I am just begin-

ning to get accustomed to 
that name, but I have to say, I 
like it!

We have had overwhelming 
support and encouragement 
for our change to Williams 
Baptist University, from stu-
dents, alumni, the commu-
nity and the Arkansas Baptist 
State Conven-
tion.  On every 
hand, we’ve 
seen great en-
thusiasm for 
this significant 
step forward, 
and that response makes the 
move all the more exciting.  

I’m sure you know that this 
change in our name is more 
than a matter of re-branding. 
Our new name signals our 
commitment to reaching new 
levels of service and achieve-
ment. You will be hearing 
much more in the coming 
months about this bold 
University Initiative. I’ll only 
mention now that important 
component parts of our initia-
tive are already in place and 
showing signs of success.  

campus and let us show you 
these wonderful additions to 
our beautiful campus.  I know 
you will be pleased with these 
facilities, and you may be sure 
that we will be pleased to see 
you and give you a personal 
tour.

Most importantly, when 
thinking of the culture of 
Williams, I want you to know 
how central to that culture is 
our unchanging commitment 
to the core faith identity of 
the university. Mission trips, 
corporate worship experi-
ences, service projects and so 
much more reflect the con-
sistent spiritual emphasis stu-
dents experience at Williams. 
To be sure, Williams remains 
unambiguous in engaging stu-
dents with the gospel.

Candidly, after my 35 years 
at Williams, I see these as 
some of the greatest and most 
promising days in our insti-
tution’s remarkable history. 
And we are very excited to 
share them with the Arkansas 
Baptist State Convention!

Kenneth Startup is interim 
president of Williams Baptist 
College in Walnut Ridge.

You have heard the phrase, 
“As alike as two peas in a 

pod.” 
The phrase, according to 

Merriam-Webster, is used to 
say that two people or things 
are very similar to each other. 
When I speak in churches I 
tell them that 
we have four 
Ps in our pod, 
not two. Our 
Ps are: Prayer 
(the most 
important P), 
Provide (financial offerings), 
Plan (estate planning) and 
Participate. I want to focus on 
that fourth P.

We invite Arkansas Bap-
tists to have a hands-on 
participation at any of our 
eight residential programs. 
Direct participation can be 
as simple as an on-site tour. I 
have said, “If I could get every 
Arkansas Baptist to visit the 
Children’s Home or Boys 
Ranch, I would not have to 
worry about the Provide P in 
our pod.” Of course, there are 

opportunities beyond a tour. 
Your church group can do a 
prayer walk, recreational or 
craft activity, a work project, 
etc.  

I have participated with 
groups from my home church 
that have included children, 

youth and 
adults. The 
activities 
have been as 
varied as a 
tour, storm 
cleanup, 

cookouts, construction, paint-
ing, prayer walks or a com-
bination of these. They have 
been as short as an hour or as 
long as several days.  

Obviously, the larger pro-
grams (the Children’s Home 
and the Boys Ranch) provide 
more options and usually 
have greater needs. A word 
of warning: Sometimes the 
calendar for these programs 
can fill up. Remember, the 
children and youth in these 
facilities have many other 
activities they are involved in, 

such as summer camp, home 
visits as well as local school 
and church activities. Some-
times, we even reserve dates 
for the Children’s Home or 
Boys Ranch to have relaxing 
time without scheduled guest 
groups.  

How do you get started? 
Visit our new website at ab-
chomes.org. Click on “Join 
the Cause.” Then click on 
“Volunteer.” I suggest you 
click on one of the six “Lo-
cations” listed. All of the 
locations have residential 
programs except Fort Smith 
(However, it does have volun-
teer opportunities for helping 
foster families). You will be 
asked to complete some in-
formation or you can call the 
phone number listed for that 
location.   

Remember the fourth P 
is for Participation. Join the 
cause!

David Perry is executive 
director of Arkansas Baptist 
Children’s Homes and Family 
Ministires (ABCHomes).

Read more viewpoints online at arkansasbaptist.org/columns
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Camp Siloam exceeds ‘Feed My Sheep’ goal
Caleb Yarbrough
Arkansas Baptist News

SILOAM SPRINGS – Mira-
cles still happen.

On Aug. 22, 2017, Camp 
Siloam began construction 
on a new dining hall that will 
replace Hatfield Dining Hall, 
which is more than 90 years 
old and in major disre-
pair.

It was, by all ac-
counts, a historic day 
for the Arkansas Bap-
tist State Convention 
agency formerly known 
as Arkansas Baptist As-
sembly.

At that time Camp Siloam 
had raised $2.7 million toward 
its dining hall project through 
its Feed My Sheep fundrais-
ing campaign, but still lacked 
more than $700,000 to meet 
its goal.

The J.E. and L.E. Mabee 
Foundation of Tulsa, Okla., 
pledged $250,000, of the $2.7 
million that was raised at the 
time, in the form of a chal-
lenge grant that would be re-
scinded if the camp failed to 
meet its entire $3.4 million 
goal and/or failed to begin 
construction within one year 
of the pledge, between January 
2017 and January 2018.

In December 2017 Camp Si-
loam announced a $500,000 
gift by the J.B. and Johnelle 
Hunt family of northwest 
Arkansas, which brought the 

camp much closer to meeting 
the goal of its Feed My Sheep 
campaign.

“This gift is a bridge to com-
pleting the Feed My Sheep 
campaign,” said Jason Wilkie, 
executive director of Camp 
Siloam. “Without their gift, 
we wouldn’t even be close to 
doing so, but this gift makes 

achieving the challenge 
grant possible.”

Even with the large 
gift by the Hunt fam-
ily, the camp still need-
ed to secure around 
$200,000 within a 
month in order to 

meet the stipulations of 
the Mabee Foundation grant.

Then, in the final month, 
Camp Siloam received a 
$250,000 gift from Wallace 
and Jama Fowler of Jonesboro, 
which secured the grant.

“I sure didn’t want to lose 
the Mabee Foundation oppor-
tunity. I really wanted to secure 
the funds for everyone who 
had stretched and given sacri-
ficially to get us close to our 
campaign goal,” said Wilkie, 
in announcing Fowler’s gift. 

“The Fowlers understood 
my desire, and we couldn’t 
have done it without them,” 
he said.

“So many other people had 
given this fall that, with those 
two gifts (Fowler and Hunt), it 
actually allowed us to exceed 
the goal, which is unbeliev-
able,” said Wilkie. “The real 

miracle there is … when I first 
met with Bill Elliff, (pastor of 
The Summit Church in North 
Little Rock) our campaign 
chair, his very first prayer for 
the dining hall was, ‘Lord, 
would you just exceed our 
need?’

“That has been my prayer 
for the whole campaign,” said 
Wilkie.

When the camp was in the 
process of taking bids for the 
construction of its new din-
ing hall, the lowest bidder was 
nearly $500,000 above what 
the camp had budgeted for the 
project, according to Wilkie.

“We had to cut out almost 
a half million dollars’ worth of 
projects, equipment and aes-
thetics,” he said. “In my heart 

I was thinking, ‘We are not 
going to be able to build what 
we showed people.’”

In light of a surplus of gifts, 
many of the things that were 
cut from the dining hall proj-
ect, including rock masonry, 
a fireplace, handwashing sta-
tions and kitchen equipment, 
have been reincorporated. Ac-
cording to Wilkie, based on 
donations currently received, 
95 percent of the cuts will no 
longer need to be made.

After meeting and exceed-
ing its goal, Wilkie said Camp 
Siloam is no longer actively 
promoting its Feed My Sheep 
fundraising campaign. Howev-
er, he said there are still needs 
present and that the campaign 
will be open until June 1.

“Now that I am on the back 
side of it (the dining hall fun-
draising campaign), I can see 
just how faithful the Lord is,” 
said Wilkie. “Personally, it has 
been an incredible journey. 
God has shown me a new side 
of Him and taught me a lot.”

Construction of the new 
dining hall is currently in full 
swing and is set to be com-
pleted May 1 and ready for use 
during this summer’s camp 
season beginning in June. The 
old dining hall will be removed 
April 1.

For more information on 
Camp Siloam and its Feed My 
Sheep campaign, visit campsi-
loam.com.

Contact Caleb Yarbrough at 
caleb@arkansasbaptist.org.

The sun peeks out through the framing of the new dining hall building at Camp Siloam recently. Camp leaders announced that 
the camp exceeded its $3.4 million fundraising goal and is set finish construction of the new dining hall by May 1.
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City Center Conversations aim to tackle the big questions

Caleb Yarbrough
Arkansas Baptist News

LITTLE ROCK – In a day 
marked by distractions and 
confirmation bias, a new min-
istry is attempting to create a 
space for exploring big ques-
tions from faith-based perspec-
tives.

City Center Conversations 
is an event series started by 
members of Immanuel Bap-
tist Church, Little Rock, and 
hosted by Steven Smith, the 
church’s pastor.

According to its website, 
the organization’s “strategy 
is to host nationally known 
speakers, who are living out 
their faith in the public square 
to Little Rock, to have open 
conversations about faith and 
tackle some of the biggest 
questions of the day.”

According to Smith, many 
churches don’t do a great job 
at “influencing the influencers 
and reaching the intellectual 
community.”

“I have talked about this 

with Robert Lewis, a member 
of Fellowship Bible Church 
in Little Rock. He said, ‘You 
have to understand that the in-
fluencers are the underserved 
in our city. They are just the 
intellectually underserved and 
spiritually underserved.’”

Smith said that this concept 
of Little Rock’s influencers 
and intellectuals being under-
served resonated with him and 
with multiple laymen at Im-
manuel Baptist. The laymen 
were excited to employ their 
interest in “conversations that 
stimulate the left brain” as a 
way to engage similarly wired 
believers and non-believers 
alike in meaningful interac-
tions.

“The great thing about 
Little Rock is that if you can 
arrest the attention of a few, 
you can arrest the attention of 
a lot. You are only two or three 
conversations away from reach-
ing a big part of the city,” said 
Smith. 

The first City Center Con-
versations event was held Dec. 

12 at Robinson Center in 
downtown Little Rock. More 
than 500 people attended the 
sold-out event. Guests includ-
ed Christian church leaders 
from multiple denominations, 
local businessmen and women 
and state and local politicians.

“It has really resonated with 
people in the city. I think they 
have wanted something like 
this, a venue where they can 
have these types of conversa-
tions,” said Smith. “Say you 
work downtown and you are 
a doctor or you are at a big 
law firm, what are you going 
to invite your buddy to at  
church? There are not many 
things (that allow for this).

“It (City Center Conver-
sations) allows you to come 
into a non-threatening en-
vironment. It is fun and it’s 
relaxed,” said Smith. “It isn’t 
evangelism. It is more pre-
evangelism. But it is an entre 
to the gospel.”

The second event will be 
held Feb. 20 at the Statehouse 
Convention Center in down-

town Little Rock. The special 
guest for the event will be Lee 
Strobel, author of multiple 
best-selling books, including 
“The Case for Christ,” which 
was recently adapted into a 
film of the same name.

In addition to authors like 
Eric Metaxas and Strobel, 
Smith said that future events 
will feature guests who special-
ize in myriad areas, including 
apologetics, science and en-
tertainment. Smith will con-
tinue to serve as host of each  
City Center Conversations 
event.

According to Smith, the 
goal is to hold three to four 
City Center Conversations 
events each year.

One of the overarching aims 
of City Center Conversations 
is to have conversations about 
faith. And while members of 
Immanuel Baptist started the 
organization, the hope is that 
theological, political and/or 
cultural differences would not 
hinder open, honest and fruit-
ful discussion.

“Honestly, one of the rea-
sons I love this is because I 
want to bring in people to this 
who I may not have in my pul-
pit,” said Smith. 

“There are guys that I would 
not have in my pulpit, not be-
cause they were unbelievers or 
pagans but because I have a 
narrow understanding of the 
calling of a pastor in that role.

“With this (City Center 
Conversations), however, I feel 
a tremendous amount of free-
dom,” he said. 

“If a guy was a different po-
litical or theological affiliation 
from me, I don’t have to make 
that clear in that environment 
because it’s probably already 
assumed that we are different,” 
said Smith.

“It’s an environment where 
we can think about the right 
things without having to af-
firm the differences.”

Contact Caleb Yarbrough at 
caleb@arkansasbaptist.org. For 
more information on City Center 
Conversations visit citycentercon-
versationslr.org.

Eric Metaxas (left), a well-known author and radio host, speaks with Steven Smith, pastor of Immanuel Baptist Church, Little Rock, about his recent book, “Martin Luther: The Man Who Rediscovered God and Changed 
the World,” during the first City Center Conversations event Dec. 12 at the Robinson Center in downtown Little Rock. Photo by Caleb Yarbrough
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EvangElism DirEctory

ECON January 29-30 
at Geyer Springs FBC
LITTLE ROCK – The Arkan-
sas Baptist State Convention’s 
(ABSC) State Conference 
on Evangelism and Church 
Health (ECON) will be held 
Jan. 29-30 at Geyer Springs 
First Baptist Church in Little 
Rock.

This year’s guest speakers 
include David Allen, dean of 
the School of Preaching and 
George W. Truett chair of pas-
toral ministry at Southwestern 
Baptist Theological Seminary 
in Fort Worth, Texas; Jim 
Cymbala, author and pastor 
of Brooklyn Tabernacle in 
Brooklyn, N.Y.; John Meador, 
senior pastor of First Baptist 
Church, Euless, Texas; Wade 
Morris, itinerant minister and,  
founder and producer of The 
Journey Bible Study Series,  
and Robert Smith, Charles T. 
Carter Baptist chair of divinity 
at Beeson Divinity School in 
Birmingham, Ala.

“We are extremely excited 
to have such a great line up 
of speakers for this year’s con-
ference,” said Terry Bostick, 
leader of the ABSC’s church 
health team. 

“I know that many in the 
state are looking forward to 
hearing from Jim Cymbala. 
Jim has impacted many believ-
ers over the years through his 
books and sermons,” Bostick 
added.

David McKinney, associate 
global worship pastor at Cross 
Church in northwest Arkan-
sas, will lead worship during 
the conference. 

The Skit Guys, a Chris-
tian comedy duo made up of 
Tommy Woodward and Eddie 
James, will provide entertain-
ment during the event.

The Prayer Leaders’ Work-
shop will take place from 9:30-
11:30 a.m. Jan. 29 prior to the 
start of ECON. The workshop 
will be led by Bill Elliff, senior 
pastor of The Summit Church, 
North Little Rock.

The pastors’ lunch and 
workshop led by Cymbala, 
worship leaders’ lunch and 
workshop led by McKinney, 
student pastors’ lunch and 
workshop led by Morris and 
preschool and children’s min-

isters’ lunch and workshop 
will be held during the Tues-
day afternoon session from 12-
1:30 p.m. Jan. 30.

The ministers’ wives lunch 
and workshop led by Karen 
Jordan will be held during 
the Tuesday afternoon session 
from 11 a.m.-1:30 p.m.
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An open door to the nations, but for how long? 
Lisa Falknor
Special to the ABN

AT MIDNIGHT, Stephanie 
Habenicht heard a knock on 
her door at her Little Rock 
home. 

Habenicht put on a robe 
and looked outside. Outside 
stood her adopted college 
students from India, holding 
a birthday cake and presents. 
The Indian students wanted 
to share with her a tradition 
from their country: the race to 
be the first ones to wish their 
loved one a birthday greeting.

The Habenicht family is 
loved by the many interna-
tional students they adopt 
through Parkway Place Baptist 
Church in Little Rock where 
Habenicht serves as children’s 
minister. 

“They’re considered part of 
our family,” she said. “They 
even asked to be included on 
our 2017 Christmas card pic-
ture.” 

Habenicht’s involvement 
with internationals began 
when she worked alongside fel-
low church member and Bap-
tist Collegiate Metro Minister 
Bit Stephens as a volunteer at 
the Baptist Collegiate Ministry 
(BCM). Habernicht’s personal 
interest increased after she at-

tended a 15-week class called 
Perspectives on the World 
Christian Movement. At the 
close of the course, many 
shared how they felt God’s call 
to another country. Habenicht 
learned something different: “I 
learned you do not have to go 
to another country and min-
ister somewhere else because 
God brings them to us.” 

The Open Doors Fact Sheet 
published yearly by the Insti-
tute of International Educa-
tion listed 6,455 foreign stu-
dents enrolled in Arkansas 
colleges in 2016. The top five 
universities with the most in-
ternational students in 2016 
were the University of Arkan-
sas, 1,722; Southern Arkansas 
University (SAU), 1,408; Ar-
kansas State University, 1,086; 
University of Central Arkan-
sas, 695, and Arkansas Tech 
University, 422. The leading 
places of origin for foreign 
students in Arkansas included 
India, 27.3 percent; China, 
11.8 percent; Saudi Arabia, 
10.3 percent; Nepal, 3.7 per-
cent, and Japan, 3.4 percent.       

An accurate count of in-
ternationals not enrolled in 
colleges is harder to find, 
said Jamie Naramore, inter-
national church strategist at 
the Arkansas Baptist State  

Convention (ABSC).  
“The position I’m in fo-

cuses on discovering all people 
groups in Arkansas, helping 
churches find ways to engage 
them in their different con-
texts.” So far, since June, Nara-
more has identified at least 127 
people groups in Arkansas. 

“We’re not a homogeneous 
society where everyone looks 
the same anymore,” he said. 
“We need to recognize there’s 
starting to be more interna-
tionals among us; that’s part 

of God’s plan based on Acts 
17:26-27. That verse says that 
God orchestrates the move-
ment of people so they have 
opportunity to seek Him and 
find Him.”    

“We’re blessed to have the 
nations coming to Arkansas,” 
said Arkansas WMU Execu-
tive Director Debbie Moore. 

Moore looks for interna-
tionals weekly at the places she 
frequents like 
the grocery 
store. Rather 
than prayer 
walking, she 
humorously 
says that she 
goes “prayer 
stalking.” 

“My best 
Iraqi friends 
I met in a 
store,” she 
said. “After 25 minutes, they 
invited me to tea.” 

Moore said we have a re-
sponsibility to share Christ 
with them as well as share our 
own lives. “I pray for Arkansas 
Baptists to not be afraid and to 
desire to get to know them as 
people. They need real Chris-
tian friends.”

As a staff member with the 
ABSC college and young lead-
ers team and a BCM minister 
in metro Little Rock, Stephens 
has a heart for all students – 
but especially those from other 
countries. 

Stephens said she hopes 
more people will intercede 
for internationals like Moore 
does. 

“I really want to get the 
word out there about PRAY 
7:09,” Stephens said, adding 

International students take Stephanie Habenicht (second from left) out to eat to celebrate Mother's Day in this 2016 photo 
outside Star of India restaurant in Little Rock. Habenicht becomes "Mom" to international students she meets at Parkway Place 
Baptist Church in Little Rock and at the Metro Baptist Collegiate Ministry. Below, international students join the Habenicht family 
to celebrate the American holiday, Thanksgiving.     

that PRAY 7:09 challenges 
Christians to pray on Tuesdays 
at 7:09 a.m. or p.m. for the na-
tions God has brought to our 
doorstep. 

The initiative, started in 
August 2017, is based on Rev-
elation 7:9, which says that a 
great multitude of “all tribes 
and peoples and languages” 
will be in heaven. 

“A lot of people have no 
a w a r e n e s s 
that they’re 
here,” said 
S t e p h e n s . 
“Prayer will 
bring aware-
ness.” Most 
internation-
als come from 
places where 
missionaries 
can’t go, she 
said, adding, 

“Prayer makes a difference.”    
“This is our open door to 

the nations,” said Moore. 
“We’ve got to do something 
quickly. We do not know how 
long they’ll be allowed to stay 
here.” Moore said the Saudi 
Arabian government recently 
changed their scholarship 
study abroad requirements. 

“It’s politically driven,” she 
said.    

Already, SAU experienced a 
significant drop in Indian in-
ternational students this past 
fall, according to the Arkansas 
Democrat Gazette. Enrollment 
fell from 1,031 to 539. 

Lisa Falknor writes for the col-
lege and young leaders team at the 
Arkansas Baptist State Conven-
tion and is the northwest Arkan-
sas correspondent for the Arkansas 
Baptist News.
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PRESIDENT Donald Trump's 
alleged crude remarks Jan. 11 
about why the U.S. should 
admit immigrants from Haiti 
and African countries have fu-
eled a wide range of response 

from evan-
gelical leaders 
and others, 
with some 
denounc ing 
not only the 
p r e s i d e n t ’ s 
language, but 
also his per-

spective, while 
others question the accuracy 
of the reports of his remarks, 
and still others continuing to 
express support for his leader-
ship. 

Among those who did not 
defend Trump in this recent 
melee was Ronnie Floyd, se-
nior pastor of Cross Church 
in northwest Arkansas and for-
mer president of the Southern 
Baptist Convention, who said 
it was “not good” to devalue 
any person, Rachel Zoll, reli-
gion writer with the Associ-
ated Press, reported.

Others were outspoken in 
their criticism of the president. 

Author, speaker and film-
maker Frank Schaeffer, the 

son of the late 
t h e o l o g i a n 
and author 
Francis Schaef-
fer, challenged 
e v a n g e l i c a l 
supporters of 
the president, 
while referring 

to the president 
as “a racist crude scum.” 

“Dear American Evangeli-
cal Trump-Supporters, your 
man spits in someone’s face 
every day…. He is demeaning 
us and our institutions. When 
will you all say ENOUGH!?” 
Schaeffer wrote in a Twitter 
rant.

Schaeffer also addressed 
tweets specifically to White 
House spokesperson Sarah 
Huckabee Sanders, Ouachita 
Baptist University graduate 
and daughter of former presi-
dential candidate and past 
president of the Arkansas Bap-
tist State Convention Mike 
Huckabee.

“Dear Sarah Huckabee, you 
are a big fan of my late evangel-
ical leader dad Francis Schaef-
fer,” Schaeffer wrote. “He’d be 
shocked you lie for a man who 
delights in rejecting the immi-
grants from … countries like 

Trump’s alleged immigration remarks spark debate

Trump

Haiti. How will you spin this?
“How will Sarah Huckabee 

pretty up Trump’s racial preju-
dice?” Schaeffer continued. 
“No slip of the tongue, no ‘he 
was thinking about something 
else’ excuse. He said 
what he meant about 
poor countries, nations 
filled with people of a 
darkened hue. Trump 
shames America, and 
people who support 
him are shameful.”

Some evangelical 
leaders questioned the 
veracity of the alleged vul-
gar language used by Trump, 
which was first reported by 
Sen. Dick Durbin, D-Ill., who 
attended the Oval Office meet-

ing. Johnnie Moore, a public 
relations executive and a lead-
er among Trump's evangelical 
advisers, said the reports of 
what Trump said were “abso-
lutely suspect and politicized.” 

On a TV political 
talk show, Sen. Tom 
Cotton of Arkansas, 
who also attended the 
meeting, said he didn’t 
hear Trump use the 
crude expression.

Others expressed 
support, focusing on 

Trump’s immigration 
policy rather than his words. 

Robert Jeffress, pastor of 
First Baptist Church, Dallas, 
and a frequent guest at the 
White House, said that apart 

from the president's choice of 
words, “Trump is right on tar-
get in his policy,” putting the 
needs of the U.S. above those 
of other countries. 

“What a lot of people miss 
is, America is not a church 
where everyone should be wel-
comed regardless of race and 
background,” Jeffress is quot-
ed as saying. 

“I’m glad Trump under-
stands the difference between 
a church and country. I sup-
port his views 100 percent, 
even though as a pastor I can’t 
use that language.

“The country has the right 
to establish what would bene-
fit our nation the most. I don’t 
think there’s anything racist 

about it at all.”
In response to a question 

shouted by reporters as he re-
cently entered his Palm Beach 
golf club, Trump said, “I am 
not a racist. I am the least rac-
ist person you have ever inter-
viewed, that I can tell you.”

Trump won 80 percent of 
the white evangelical vote 
in the 2016 election. Recent 
polls show some weaken-
ing in that support, with 61 
percent approving of his job 
performance, compared with 
78 percent last February, ac-
cording to the Pew Research  
Center. 

Compiled with reporting from 
Associated Press and Baptist 
News Global.

Schaeffer

Jeffress
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SBC 2018: ‘Testify! Go. Stand. Speak.’ 
DALLAS (BP) – “Testify! Go. 
Stand. Speak.” is the theme 
for the 2018 annual meeting of 
the Southern Baptist Conven-
tion (SBC) June 12-13 at the 
Kay Bailey Hutchison Conven-
tion Center in Dallas.

Evangelism is the urgency 
of the theme anchored in Acts 
5:20, said SBC President Steve 
Gaines in announcing the 
theme Jan. 17. Gaines is pas-
tor of Bellevue Baptist Church 
in Cordova, Tenn., near Mem-
phis.

“Fulfilling the Great Com-
mission has always been at the 
heart of who Southern Bap-
tists are,” Gaines said. “How-
ever, as research from [New 
Orleans Baptist Theological 
Seminary President] Chuck 
Kelley has shown, our bap-
tisms are the lowest we have 
seen in 70 years. If we want 
to see that trend turn around, 
we must refocus our efforts on 
evangelism, telling a lost world 

about the hope that is found 
only in Jesus Christ.”

To accomplish the goal, 
Gaines said, Southern Baptists 
must be willing to go where 
God commands, to stand for 
gospel truth amid conflicting 
cultural trends and to audibly 
speak the gospel to the world.

“As my former evangelism 
professor Roy Fish always said, 
‘You can’t serve Jesus with a 
zipped lip,’” Gaines said. “It 
is our prayer that Southern 
Baptists will be challenged to 
boldly testify of the work that 
Christ has done for us.”

Attending the meeting will 
offer spiritual and practical 
benefits, said Gaines, who 
completes his second year as 
SBC president in June.

“As we meet, we will con-
duct business and hear from 
each of our entities, but most 
importantly we are going to 
come together to cry out to 
the Lord,” Gaines said. “Our 

country needs a spiritual awak-
ening, and if we humble our-
selves, pray, seek His face and 
turn from our sins, God will 
hear us and will forgive our sin 
and heal our land.”

The meeting’s location is 
dear to Gaines, who wanted 
the 2018 annual meeting logo 
to capture the state’s rugged 
atmosphere.

“Since we are meeting in 
Dallas, the logo had to look 
and feel like Texas,” he said. 
“I went to seminary, pastored 
my first church and became a 
father in Texas. You can’t meet 
in Texas and have it look any 
other way!”

A rugged cross is at the lo-
go’s center.

“The cross at the center of 
the logo is meant to signify 
what we are testifying about,” 
Gaines said. 

Additional annual meeting 
details are available at sbcan-
nualmeeting.net.
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Phillip Copeland, 75, of 
Crowley, Texas, 
died Jan. 2. 

A Texas na-
tive, Copeland 
graduated from 
Arlington State 
College in Ar-
lington, Texas. 

Copeland received a Master 
of Divinity at Southwestern 
Baptist Theological Seminary 
(SWBTS) in Fort Worth, 
Texas. While in seminary he 
was pastor of Marquez Baptist 
Church in Marquez, Texas. 

Across ArkAnsAs

C l a s s i f i e d s

Central Baptist Church, Hot Springs, 
is seeking full-time pastor. Send re-
sume to: CBC 1035 Central Avenue, Hot  
Springs, AR 71901; Email: centralbaptist1035@
att.net.

Big Fork Baptist Church of rural Mena, AR, 
is seeking a bi-vocational or retired pas-
tor starting January 1, 2018. Please send 
letter of intention, or resume to: Attn: Pastor 
Search Committee, 105 Polk Rd. 67, Mena, AR  
71953.

Lambrook FBC seeking a bi-vocational 
pastor. Send resumes to: Johnny Williamson, 
PO Box 544, Elaine, AR 72333.

Floral Baptist Church of Floral, Arkansas, is 
seeking a full-time pastor. Send resumes 
and references to Floral Baptist Church, P.O. Box 
96, Floral, AR 72534.

Cedar Grove Baptist Church of Arka-
delphia is seeking a bi-vocational pas-
tor. Send resumes and references to Cedar 
Grove Baptist Church, 825 Cedar Grove Road,  
Arkadelphia, AR 71923.

Bartholomew Baptist Association is seek-
ing an associational missionary. Please 
mail resumes to Chris Barnes, c/oBartholomew 
Baptist Association, P.O. Box 983, Warren, AR 
71671 or email resumes to Bartholomewbap-
tist@yahoo.com. Deadline for resumes January 
31,2018.

Cross View is accepting resumes for youth 
pastor.  Position will possibly evolve into asso-
ciate pastor. Send resume to: Cross View Baptist 
Church, 3268 N. FM 2148, Texarkana, TX  75503, 
ATTN: Youth Search Committee.

Balboa Baptist, Hot Springs Village, Arkan-
sas, receiving resumes for associate pastor 
administrator. BalboaBaptist.Church - “Who 
We Are” - “employment”.

Part-time maintenance coordina-
tor, Calvary Baptist Church, Little Rock. Works 
with the Properties Committee to ensure current 
and long-term care for buildings and grounds. 
Send resumes to calvary@cbclr.org.

Pleasant Grove Baptist Church is looking 
for a bi-vocational youth pastor to love 
on & lead our youth as we continue to grow 
for God’s glory and our good! Please send 
resumes to Pastor Chris Kinzler @ ckinzler 

@pleasantgrovelr.org.
First Baptist Church of Bay, AR (located just 

outside of Jonesboro) is seeking a part-time 
minister of music who is committed to 
leading a blended worship service. Resumes 
may be mailed to First Baptist Church, PO Box 
190, Bay, AR, 72411 or submitted to www.
bayfbc.org.

Associate pastor of worship. Grace 
Baptist Church in Belleville, AR, is seeking to hire 
a worship leader who can lead God’s people into 
a greater worship experience. Grace is a growing 
church and duties will include administrative 
skills as well as music skills. The pay package 
is negotiable and does include a parsonage. 
Please mail resumes to PO Box 27 Belleville, AR 
72824, or email Logan Ferguson at revlferg@
yahoo.com.

Judsonia First Baptist Church is in search 
of a youth director. All who are interested 
please contact Blake Moffett at Blake.moffett@
enbridge.com or 501-283-4187.

Perryville FBC is seeking a bi-vocational 
music director. Send resumes to pvfb.
church@gmail.com.

First Baptist Church of El Dorado, AR, is  

seeking to hire an associate pastor of wor-
ship. This full-time position is responsible for 
developing and leading a church-wide worship 
ministry, which promotes the development of 
fully devoted followers of Jesus. Interested can-
didates can submit a resume with cover letter by 
mail (200 W. Main El Dorado, AR) or email jona-
than.kelley@fbceldorado.org.

First Baptist Church in Forrest City, AR, is 
seeking a full-time minister of music. 
Submit resume to: dianne@fbcfc.org Attn: Mu-
sic Search Committee or by mail to 507 North 
Rosser St, Forrest City, AR 72335.

Levy Church, NLR, seeks full-time wor-
ship/executive pastor. Send resumes to: 
steventiner@levybaptist.com.

2009 Chevrolet Kodiak C5500 Dura-
max Bus for Sale. Seats 22 plus 1 wheelchair. 
Contact Jeff Hairston at 479-636-5082, Rogers, 
AR.

Part-time band director needed to 
work 4 hours a week in a school. Must hold an 
Arkansas Teacher’s License. Please send resumes 
to doug@arkansasregionalbands.com.

Baring Cross Baptist Church, Sherwood, AR, 
is seeking a full-time minister of music. 
BCBC is committed to blended worship that 
incorporates traditional and contemporary 
music and choir. Persons interested should send 
a resume to Baring Cross Baptist Church, 7541 
Warden Road, Sherwood, AR, 72120 or bcbc-
marty@sbcglobal.net.

Brush Creek Baptist Church seeking bi-vo-
cational music pastor. Send resume to mu-
sic pastor search committee, Brush Creek Baptist 
Church, 1385 Brush Creek Road, Springdale, AR 
72762, or call committee chair Jean Ann at 479-
361-8939.

The Church at Burns Park, No. Little Rock is 
seeking bi-vocational, part-time wor-
ship leader to lead our praise team in blend-
ed music. Parsonage available. You could live 
and worship next door to beautiful Burns Park. 
501-358-8222, 501-612-0693.

Pleasant Hill Baptist Church is seeking a 
full-time youth pastor. Please send resume 
to: Pleasant Hill Baptist Church, 24310 N. Sardis 
Rd., Bauxite, AR 72011 Att: David Littleton.

David Shawn Rowe, 49, of 
Fayetteville, died 
Jan. 9. He was 
pastor of Wed-
ington Woods 
First Baptist 
Church, Fayette-
ville. 

Rowe was 
born April 19, 1968, in Leb-
anon, Ore., to Donald and 
Patsy Chew Rowe. 

He is survived by his wife, 
Catherine Rowe; a daughter, 
Mary-Kate Rowe of Tulsa, 
Okla.; his father, Donald Rowe 
of Fayetteville; two brothers, 
Donald Rowe and Ronald 
Rowe, both of Georgia; two 
brothers-in-law, William Tier-
ney of Fayetteville and Edward 
Tierney of Oregon and his 
mother-in-law, Kiet Tierney 
of Oregon and a number of 
nieces and nephews. 

Obituaries He was assistant business 
manager of the Arkansas Bap-
tist State Convention (ABSC) 
in Little Rock for several years. 

Copeland served as director 
of printing and photography at 
SWBTS and was later director 
of housing, retiring in 2008. 

He is survived by his wife, 
Janet, a son, three grandchil-
dren and a brother, Chris Co-
peland, who is retired from 
the ABSC missions ministries 
team.

A graveside service was held 
Jan. 8 at Laurel Land Memo-
rial Park in Fort Worth, Texas. 

PASTOR

MISCELLANEOUS

Sarah Alberta (Bert) 
Haley, 97, of Little Rock, died  
Jan. 15. 

Haley worked as a secretary 
in the Sunday School Depart-
ment of the Arkansas Baptist 
State Convention (ABSC) for 
23 years, retiring in 1966. 

Haley was a member of Im-

manuel Baptist Church for 43 
years and served as a volunteer 
in the church library.

She was preceded in death 
by her husband of 73 years, 
Harold R. Haley, Sr. 

She is survived by a son, a 
granddaughter, and two grand-
sons.

A graveside service was held 
Jan. 19, at Pinecrest Memorial 
Park in Alexander, followed by 
a memorial service at Imman-
uel Baptist Church Chapel in 
Little Rock.

Janet Upshaw Horne, 84, 
of Little Rock, 
died Jan. 7, after 
a long battle 
with Alzheim-
ers. 

She was pre-
ceded in death 
by her husband, 

Mayo, and seven siblings. 
Horne is survived by two 

sons, nine grandchildren, 13 
great-grandchildren, and a sis-
ter.

She was a member of Im-
manuel Baptist Church in Lit-
tle Rock, where her son, Rex 
Horne, served as pastor. 

A funeral service was held 
Jan. 10, at Canaan Baptist 
Church in Spearsville, La. 

Burial followed in Canaan 
Baptist Church cemetery. 

Stella Mae Crownover Sam-
ple, 89, of Rus-
sellville, died 
Dec. 30. 

She was a 
retired teacher 
who was later 
became the di-
rector of the 

Van Buren County Literacy 
Council in Clinton. 

Sample was active in her 
church, serving in numerous 
capacities through the years. 

Her husband, Joseph Mal-
colm Sample, served as music 
minister in several churches 
in Arkansas, including Tex-
arkana, Bentonville, Helena, 
Camden, and Little Rock. 

He also served churches in 
Texas, Louisiana, Alabama 
and Tennessee.

While serving in Mem-
phis, Tenn., he was called into 
the pastorate and served two 

OTHER STAFF POSITIONS
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Flooring
Floors & More, Inc.
21286 Interstate 30
Benton, AR 72019
501-316-0267  FAX: 501-316-2533
Email: sales@floorsandmorear.com
www.floorsandmorear.com
Consultation/Statewide Services/Commercial 
Flooring/Carpet Squares/Gym Floors 

Kitchen Equipment
& Supplies
Aimco Equipment Co. 
10001 Colonel Glenn Rd.
Little Rock, AR 72204
501-228-0808

Lighting & Sound
American AVL
800-352-7222
Little Rock/Jackson/Ruston/ 
New Orleans
Audio, Video, & Lighting Systems & 
Equipment - Ask about our free site needs  
AVL review

Playgrounds
Rusty Peoples 
rusty@peopleslandscaping.com
479-769-0580, (toll-free) 866-388-1365 
www.heartlandparks.com 
Quality park-playground equip, surfacing & 
shades -Free design consultations

Stained Glass
Jonathan Soos 
Soos Stained Glass Inc. 
jon@soosstainedglass.com 
http://www.soosstainedglass.com 
30 Maumelle Curve Ct. 
Maumelle AR 72113 
501-758-8641 Maumelle studio 
501-758-8655 fax

Baptistries/Steeples
Construction Sales Co., Inc.
P.O. Box 1049
Magnolia, AR 71753-1049
800-526-9663  FAX: 870-234-6475
Also laminated wood arches, beams and decking 

Church Facility Planner
Sowell Architects
1315 North Street, Suite 100
Conway, AR  72034
501-450-9633 FAX: 501-450-7228
Email: rik@sowellarchitects.com
www.sowellarchitects.com
Master planning, site analysis
and all architectural services

Church Insurance
Michael B. Russell, MA, MBA
Member, Cross Church, Springdale
Mike Russell & Associates
P.O. Box 709, Bentonville, AR 72712
877-715-5336, 479-657-6369 fax
www.protectmychurch.org   
AR Ins. Lic. #185726
Non-profit - Church - Commercial -  
Employee Benefits

James Greene & Associates
800-422-3384
www.jamesgreeneins.com
James Greene & Associates represents 
Brotherhood Mutual Insurance, a national leader 
insuring churches in alliance with GuideStone. 
Call today or go online for property, liability, 
auto and worker’s comp quotes!

ChurCh ServiCeS DireCtory

To advertise in the Church Services Directory, 
contact the ABN at 501-376-4791, ext. 5161, 

or email ads@arkansasbaptist.org

TRUMANN – Robin Foster 
was recently named associa-
tional missionary of Trinity 

Baptist Asso-
ciation (TBA) 
in Trumann.

Foster suc-
ceeds Glen 
Bien who took 
a leave of ab-
sence in June 
2016 to serve 

with his wife 
as a teacher at Grace Interna-
tional School in Chiang Mai, 

Thailand. 
Following Bien’s resigna-

tion in March 2017, Larry Log-
gins, pastor of Pleasant Valley 
Baptist Church in Trumann, 
served in an interim capacity 
in the association. 

Foster, who was most re-
cently pastor of Cherry Street 
Baptist Church in Clarksville 
and Second Baptist Church in 
Russellville, previously served 
three years as a bivocational 
minister in east Texas and 
eight years in full-time minis-

Foster named new Trinity associational missionary
try in Perkins, Okla.

“(My) passion is associa-
tions doing more together in 
the areas of evangelism, educa-
tion and encouragement,” said 
Foster, who began serving in 
Trinity Jan. 2. 

Trinity Baptist Association 
is made up of 32 churches.  

Foster recently graduated 
with a Doctor of Ministry de-
gree from Southwestern Bap-
tist Theological Seminary. 

He and his wife, Tina, have 
a son and a daughter.

Foster

CABOT – First Baptist 
Church and Mount Carmel 
Baptist Church, in Cabot, are 
teaming up for a new outreach 
event in the community called 
the Cabot Wild Game Expo 
Feb. 17.

“What is God honoring 
and unique is we have two 
churches joining forces in this 
ministry,” said Michael Con-
nors, men’s ministry leader at 
First Baptist. “This is about 
God’s kingdom work opening 
doors for Jesus in the hearts of 
hunters and unity among the 
churches.”

Leaders plan for the event 

to be held annually.
The Cabot Wild Game 

Expo is the result of a year 
of planning and preparation, 
said Brett Tullos, men’s min-
istry leader at Mount Carmel 
Baptist.

“You do not have to like 
hunting or even the outdoors 
to attend,” said Tullos, adding 
that Christians are encouraged 
to invite a family member, co-
worker or friend who loves 
hunting – who does not know 
the Lord – to attend. 

“This is a non-profit out-
door ministry that exists to 
spread the love of Jesus in the 

community. It’s an entire fam-
ily event,” said Tullos.

The Cabot Wild Game 
Expo will be held in the old 
Panther basketball gym next 
to the Annex at Cabot High 
School, 401 North Lincoln St. 
Doors open at 3:30 p.m., with 
the dinner starting at 6 p.m.

Special guests for the eve-
ning are Rocky and Jamie Bur-
rus of Sweet Addiction TV.  
There will be a vendor fair, 
door prizes and other give-
aways.

For more information email 
mjc1505@gmail.com or text 
“Expo” to 88000.

Cabot Wild Game Expo Feb. 17 focuses on outreachAlbert Rogers Yarnell, 94, 
died Jan. 7. 

He grew up 
in the ice cream 
manufacturing 
business begun 
by his father. 

He graduat-
ed from Searcy 

churches in Missouri and re-
tired from Formosa Baptist 
Church in Arkansas.  

While he was alive, they 
enjoyed traveling all over the 
United States and in Europe.

In addition to her husband 
of 63 years, she was preceded 
in death by four brothers and 
one sister.

She is survived by four 
daughters, one sister, six 
grandchildren, and one great-
grandson.

Funeral services were 
held Jan. 6 at Second Baptist 
Church in Russellville.

Burial followed at Union 
Hill Cemetery in Formosa. 

High School in 1941 and then 
attended Kemper Military 
Academy in Columbia, Mo. 

He served in World War II 
decoding top-secret messages 
in China. 

After the war ended, he 
completed a degree in dairy 
science at the University of 
Missouri in Columbia, Mo. 

For more than 75 years he 
worked with his family and his 
management team to make 
Yarnell's Ice Cream, one of 
the most successful regional 
ice cream companies in the 
United States. 

Yarnell’s is called “Arkansas’ 
Ice Cream.” 

Yarnell was inducted into 
the Arkansas Business Hall 
of Fame in 2008, which is 
sponsored by the Sam Walton 
School of Business at the Uni-
versity of Arkansas in Fayette-
ville.

Yarnell was chairman of 
the Baptist Medical System 
board of directors in 2000 and 

served on the board of direc-
tors for more than 40 years. 

He served as mayor of 
Searcy and as president of the 
Arkansas Dairy Products As-
sociation and was named to its 
Hall of Fame. 

In 2004, he was inducted 
into the Searcy Public Schools 
Education Foundation Hall 
of Honor as a distinguished 
alumnus. 

Yarnell served as treasurer 
of First Baptist Church in 
Searcy for more than 32 years. 

He was preceded in death 
by a son. He is survived by his 
wife of more than 50 years, 

Doris, three children, four 
grandchildren and four great-
grandchildren.

A memorial service, family 
committal service and a funer-
al service were held Jan. 11 at 
First Baptist Church in Searcy.

Milestones

Dennis Davis of Bells, 
Tenn., retired from full-time 
ministry on Nov. 1, after serv-
ing more than 40 years in the 
ministry.

Davis most recently served 
as pastor of Calvary Baptist 
Church in Paragould. 

He also pastored churches 
in Crossett, Jonesboro, Pine 
Bluff, Cash and Imboden. 

BENTON – PraizFest, Friday-
Saturday, Jan. 26-27, at First 
Baptist Church, Benton, is an 
opportunity for students in 
grades 7 through 12 to meet, 
rehearse and sing a finale con-
cert with students from all over 
the state. This year’s PraizFest 
clinician is Todd Yokotake, 
Hawaii Baptist Academy and 
Olivet Baptist Church, Hono-
lulu.

PraizFest Jan. 26-27
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Nature films and God’s sovereignty
Phil Boatwright
Baptist Press

KANSAS CITY, Kan. (BP) – 
Most people (including me) 
seldom turn to nature docu-
mentaries when seeking DVD 
entertainment. That’s unfor-
tunate – especially if you have 
children.

At their best, movies for 
little ones are about wonder. 
And with today’s inventive 
technology, we can enter na-
ture’s wondrous kingdom by 
way of remarkable camerawork 
and computer graphics.

So let’s spotlight three re-
markable “naturementaries” 
that will wow each family mem-
ber with their importance-of-
life theme – Disney’s “Earth,” 
Sony’s “Winged Migration” 
and National Geographic’s 
“March of the Penguins.”

Earth
The story of three animal 

families – polar bears, ele-
phants and humpback whales 
– and their journeys is cap-
tured by Disney’s 2007 docu-
mentary Earth.

Informatively narrated by 
the melodious James Earl 
Jones, the filmmakers never 
resort to preachy summation. 
They set the stage for debate 
concerning global warming 

and the survival of the planet, 
but the main objective seems 
to be the revelation of the per-
plexity and poetry of nature. 
For older children, this is a 
perfect introduction to the 
miraculous mysteries of life. 
For adults it can be a reminder 
that God is sov-
ereign, astound-
ingly creative 
and beyond our 
mortal under-
standing.

Of course, for 
very little ones, 
caution is need-
ed. The film 
depicts not only 
life, but death, 
with represen-
tations of both 
predator and 
prey. That said, 
the film never 
becomes gory. 
Several “catches” are depicted, 
but the camera cuts away be-
fore the bloodshed is revealed.

Whether the tropical rain-
forests, Kalahari plains, Medi-
terranean Sea, Antarctic Pen-
insula or the Himalayas, you 
name the hemisphere, Dis-
ney’s “Earth” goes there. Rated 
G, it should not be missed.

Winged Migration
The Oscar-nominated 

“Winged Migration” from 
2001 is another fascinating 
documentary, this one re-
leased on DVD by Sony Pic-
tures Classics.

French filmmaker Jacques 
Perrin, who also gave us an 
extraordinary look at the 

world of bugs in 
“Microcosmos” 
(1996), turns his 
attention to an 
array of winged 
species in this 
o f t e n - b r e a t h -
taking nature 
film. Perrin and 
his team spent 
four years travel-
ing through 40 
countries and all 
seven continents 
capturing the mi-
gratory patterns 
of our winged 
fr iends.  Al -

though I would have enjoyed 
learning a bit more about why 
birds do what they do and 
how they know where to go, 
the film gives us exceptional 
visuals. It’s like a come-to-life 
National Geographic magazine.

As with the film Earth, this 
one delivers a great family ex-
perience. Often, with the use 
of innovative technology, we 
are flying next to real birds. 
It’s as close to soaring with 

eagles as you’re likely to come. 
And the vistas and landscapes 
are stunning. It’s a gorgeous 
planet we reside on. “Winged 
Migration” shows it off.

When a person discussing 
spiritual matters says, “I can’t 
believe anything I don’t see,” 
I bring up the many mysteries 
of nature. A film like “Winged 
Migration” makes us realize 
there are inexplicable puzzles 
in our world. I remember sit-
ting in the theater back in 
2001, marveling at how God 
has given nature an ecological 
order.

“Winged Migration” is 
rated G. We do see a few brief 
violent images, such as hunters 
shooting ducks while on their 
journey; also, an injured bird 
is set upon and devoured by 
crabs while another baby bird 
is killed by a bigger bird, but 
the filmmakers are careful to 
not be overly graphic. While 
very little ones might begin to 
fidget in their seats, there are 
many visuals that will hypno-
tize all others.

March of the Penguins
This 2005 release from 

National Geographic Feature 
Films treks to the Antarctic 
to capture the quest that pen-
guins begin every March to 
find the perfect mate and start 

a family.
This courtship begins with 

a long journey – a trek that 
will take hundreds of the tuxe-
do-suited birds across 70 miles 
of frozen tundra to a location 
where mating begins.

“March of the Penguins” re-
veals how instinct is so potent 
in these creatures that they will 
risk starvation and attack by 
dangerous predators, not to 
mention unfathomable tem-
peratures, in order to bring 
forth new life. And though it 
depicts harsh life-and-death 
struggles, this G-rated adven-
ture does so in quite a family-
friendly way.

Narrated by the actor Mor-
gan Freeman, “March of the 
Penguins” is full of impressive, 
almost unworldly locations, as 
well as amazing cinematogra-
phy. Most importantly, when 
viewing the film, we are re-
minded by nature of the sanc-
tity of our lives. As the Scrip-
tures beckon us: “Look at the 
birds of the air; they do not 
sow or reap or store away in 
barns, and yet your heavenly 
Father feeds them. Are you 
not much more valuable than 
they?” (Matt. 6:26, NIV)

Phil Boatwright is the author 
of “MOVIES: The Good, the 
Bad, and the Really, Really Bad,” 
available on Amazon.com.

Faith&Culture “Do not be conformed to this world, but be 
transformed by the renewal of your mind...”

 Romans 12:2 (ESV)

Many ‘evangelicals’ do not 
hold evangelical beliefs
NASHVILLE, Tenn. – About 
one in four Americans say they 
are evangelical Christians.

Most are white, live in the 
South and identify as Republi-
can. Many go to church every 
week.

But they’re not always sure 
what they believe.

Fewer than half of those 
who identify as evangelicals 
strongly agree with core evan-
gelical beliefs, according to a 
new survey from Nashville-
based LifeWay Research.

“There’s a gap between who 
evangelicals say they are and 
what they believe,” said Scott 
McConnell, executive director 
of LifeWay Research.

Some research studies de-

fine “evangelical” by self-iden-
tification – respondents pick 
from a list of religious tradi-
tions. Others categorize people 
as evangelical by the churches 
they identify with.

In this new survey, LifeWay 
used a set of four questions 
about the Bible, Jesus, salva-
tion and evangelism. Those 
questions were developed in 
partnership with the National 
Association of Evangelicals. 
Those who strongly agree with 
all four are considered to be 
evangelicals by belief.

Fifteen percent of Ameri-
cans are evangelicals by be-
lief. By contrast, 24 percent 
of Americans self-identify as 
evangelicals.
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In 2014, my wife and I went through 
“Passages: Treasures of the Bible,” a 
traveling exhibit comprised of a selec-
tion from evangelical business magnate 
Steve Green’s private collection of bib-
lical artifacts in Springfield, Mo. One 
of the artifacts on display was a letter 
penned by Martin Luther a few days 
before his meeting with papal authori-
ties to defend himself against charges 
of heresy. He wrote that his persecu-
tors were assembling like wolves against 
the lamb to be de-
voured. As I read 
the letter, I sensed 
that Luther knew 
it was a possibility 
that he was travel-
ing to his own execution. Yet he went 
anyway. He was committed to the truth 
of God’s Word.  

The Apostle Paul was committed 
to sharing Christ with everyone he 
encountered along his journey to Je-
rusalem. The Holy Spirit revealed to 
him that imprisonment and affliction 
were waiting for him. Despite what lay 
ahead, Paul, like Luther, was content 
with finishing the course the Lord 
had laid out for him. As believers, we 
should find contentment in faithfully 
fulfilling God’s purpose in our lives.

One of the driving forces behind 
Paul’s commitment was his genuine 
concern for the believers. He didn’t 
hold anything back in his preaching 
of the gospel. He knew false teachers 
would enter the church, teaching false 
doctrines and attempting to lure believ-
ers from the truth. He cautioned them 
to remain vigilant.  

Paul reminded the believers at 
Ephesus of God’s grace that was able 
to strengthen them and also that there 

was an inheritance 
waiting for them. 
He was an exam-
ple to them to not 
covet things but 
to provide for the 

needs of others. Paul wanted them to 
work hard, help the weak and provide 
for those in need, knowing it is more 
blessed to give than receive.    

The Apostle Paul and Luther 
knew that they were ultimately de-
livered in Christ Jesus. They were 
among the sanctified (Acts 20:32).  
This meant that they were set aside 
for holy purposes. They did not 
allow the chains and afflictions of 
this world to hold them back from 
doing what God called them to do.  
Neither should we.

dence and competence did not come 
from written letters. His confidence 
and competence came from God. This 
was validated in their lives.

God had made Paul a minister of a 
new covenant. He contrasted the new 
covenant with the old covenant. The 
old covenant brought death and con-
demnation, was engraved on stone, 
and had a fading glory. The new cov-
enant brings righteousness from the 

Spirit, written on 
hearts, and has 
a more surpass-
ing and lasting 
glory. It was this 
contrast that gave 
him hope and 
gave him bold-

ness (2 Cor. 3:12).  
Paul’s example should give us 

boldness to minister to others. Al-
though God calls certain individu-
als to specific offices and ministries, 
we all have been given the privi-
lege of doing the work of ministry.  
To follow Christ is a call to serve 
Him through the opportunities 
He gives us to serve others in need.  
The lives changed by the Lord’s using 
us will be the only validation we should 
desire.

A believer’s testimony reflects God’s 
purpose of saving souls and transform-
ing lives. Our personal testimony is a 
powerful tool God uses for missional 
purposes. I have seen personal testimo-
nies used in powerful ways here as well 
as in Armenia and Brazil to lead people 
to Christ. Personal testimonies are not 
canned sermons but living examples of 
lives transformed by the gospel.

The elements in the Apostle Paul’s 
testimony should 
be found in our tes-
timony. He spoke 
about his early 
conduct or his life 
before Christ. Paul 
described his being a strict zealous Jew 
for God. He persecuted Christians by 
arresting them and placing them in jail. 
Paul explained to the Jerusalem mob 
that his zeal was no different from theirs 
but something happened. On the way 
to Damascus, the Lord revealed Him-
self. The Lord asked him, “Saul, Saul, 
why are you persecuting Me?” (Acts 
22:7). The Lord told Paul he was “Jesus 
the Nazarene, the One you are persecut-
ing!” (Acts 22:8). Paul gave an obedient 
response, “What should I do, Lord?” 

(Acts 22:9). In his testimony so far,  
we have two elements that need to be 
in a believer’s testimony: life before 
Christ and what brought you to Christ.

Next Paul shared his special call-
ing to the Gentiles. If he would have 
stopped speaking after sharing about 
his conversion, all might have gone well.  
However, Paul was faithful with his 
testimony. At the mention of Gen-
tiles, the crowd did not want to hear 

any longer. In fact, 
they wanted him 
erased from the 
face of the earth 
(Acts 22:22). Paul 
was arrested and  

eventually brought before the Sanhe-
drin.

Paul was committed to his testimo-
ny. The Lord used Paul’s testimony in a 
missional way. He was a living example 
of a life that the gospel transformed. 
It is the same for believers today.  
We need to share our conduct prior to 
conversion, our conversion experience, 
our calling or what God is doing in our 
life now, and we need to be commit-
ted to sharing Christ regardless of the 
consequence.

All believers are living stones in one 
spiritual building, the Church. Jesus 
Christ is the cornerstone that binds 
the building together (Eph. 2:20). Peter 
gave a full description of Jesus Christ 
as the cornerstone. He is a living stone, 
chosen and valuable to God (1 Pet. 
2:4). He was raised from the dead in 
victory. He was chosen by God but re-
jected by men.  The real cause of their 
stumbling was 
their refusal to 
submit to the 
Word (1 Pet. 
2:8).  

Peter was 
writing to be-
lievers in five 
different provinces, telling them they 
all belong to one spiritual house and 
were part of a holy priesthood that of-
fers spiritual sacrifices (1 Pet. 2:5). In 
the church, each believer has the awe-
some privilege of coming into the pres-
ence of God. We don’t need an earthly 
mediator because Christ is our media-
tor before God.  

This has implications for the believ-
er. Our lives should be lived as holy 
priests in a holy temple. Peter wrote that 

the believer is a chosen race, a holy na-
tion and a people for His possession (1 
Pet. 2:9). This was so we could proclaim 
the praises of God (1 Pet. 2:9). We 
should offer our bodies as living sac-
rifices (Rom. 12:1-2). We should offer 
the sacrifice of praise (Heb. 13:15). We 
should offer our good works for oth-
ers as an offering (Heb. 13:16). Our 
stewardship of monetary and material 

things should 
also be offered 
as spiritual sac-
rifices (Phil. 
4:10-20). One 
of the most 
i m p o r t a n t 
spiritual sacri-

fices for the glory of God is the peo-
ple we win for Christ (Rom. 15:16). 
All these sacrifices must be offered 
through Christ and acceptable to Him 
(1 Pet. 2:5).

It is important to note that unity 
as one spiritual house doesn’t mean 
a lack of diversity. There will be dif-
ferences and even disagreements. St. 
Augustine said it best, “In essentials, 
unity. In nonessentials, liberty. In all 
things, charity.”

It is common practice in a Southern 
Baptist church to receive new members 
by promise of transfer of letter. This is 
usually a note, card, letter or email just 
stating the person(s) are members in 
good standing. 

The practice of letters of recom-
mendation has roots that extend back 
to biblical days. In the ancient world, 
these letters were used to secure hos-
pitality for a traveler and show their 
trustworthiness. 
The early church 
used these letters 
to build a network 
across the Greco-
Roman empire. 
In 2 Corinthi-
ans, Paul’s oppo-
nents in Jerusalem were using letters 
to authenticate their gospel over and 
against his. It appears that they were 
trying to cast doubt on the sufficiency 
of his ministry. Paul anticipated this. 
He asked, “Do we need … letters of 
recommendation to you or from you? 
You yourselves are our letter, written 
on our hearts, recognized and read by 
everyone” (2 Cor. 3:1-2). This kind 
of letter was not written with ink on 
stone but with the Spirit of God on 
their hearts (2 Cor. 3:3). Paul’s confi-
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