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Teamwork can be a good 
thing. Just ask Jackie James, who 
along with his wife, Linda, spent the 
better part of six years coordinating 
the arkansas baptist builders proj-
ect in new orleans following Hur-
ricane katrina. To date, the minis-
try has helped rebuild 370 homes 
destroyed by the storm.

now, James is back in arkansas, 
serving as arkansas baptist build-
ers coordinator and arkansas mis-
sion Projects coordinator for the 
arkansas baptist State convention 
(abSc) missions ministries team. 
His responsibilities include coor-

dinating arkansas baptist builders 
projects and in-state mission trips. 

already in 2011, nearly 90 teams 
have participated in in-state mis-
sion projects, said breck Freeman, 
church and community missions 
coordinator for the abSc missions 
ministries team. many were arkan-
sas baptist builder projects.

Projects include construction, 
back yard bible clubs, vacation bible 
schools and disaster relief. 

arkansas baptist churches, both 
large and small, along with associa-
tions, have been part of projects 
across the state. Teams from seven 
states have traveled to arkansas to 
assist with projects.

a team from two churches in 

South carolina recently served on 
two arkansas baptist builders proj-
ects – one in Vilonia and one in 
north Little rock.

In Vilonia, team members helped 
rebuild a home for Jay and karla ar-
endall and their children. The aren-
dall’s home was destroyed by a tor-
nado this past summer (see related 
story, page 11).

In north Little rock, team mem-
bers helped renovate the north 
Pulaski baptist association offices, 
which recently relocated to the for-
mer First baptist church, north 
Little rock, building.

Last year, Freeman said there 
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JoneSboro – each Sunday a 
group of more than 160 volunteers 
converge on the campus of arkansas 
State University (aSU) in Jonesboro 
with the aim of sharing the gospel 
with 11,000-plus students and the 
growing population of northeast 
Jonesboro.

The group gathers at the multi-
site church plant called “Journey.” 

Journey was birthed out of a de-
sire to revamp the collegiate min-
istry at central baptist church, 
Jonesboro. It occurred about four 
years ago when Dan reeves, the 
teaching pastor of Journey, returned 
to central, his home church, as the 
college pastor. 

at the time, the church’s average 
college student attendance was 40-
45. That’s when reeves, along with 
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Youth at Arkansas Baptist Assembly 
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wHITe HaLL – mark and aman-
da burgos were living an “amaz-
ing” life – serving God as mission 
Service corp (mSc) volunteers in 
new York city.

The members of First baptist 
church, white Hall, had just spent 
the past two years serving first as 
on-site coordinators for the David 
Dean House, a facility in brooklyn 
that houses mission teams, then 
later with the metropolitan new 
York baptist association.

before that, in arkansas, mark 
worked as an mSc volunteer in Tri-

county baptist association and as 
mission project coordinator on the 
staff of the arkansas baptist State 
convention missions min-
istries team while amanda 
served in campus ministry 
in Forrest city and Pine 
bluff.

Then, about a year ago, 
their amazing life together 
took a dramatic turn.

It was the early part of 
summer 2010 when mark 
began to notice he couldn’t 
work as long as he had before and 
he required more periods of rest. 
mark even debated whether or not 
to watch the macy’s Day Fourth 

of July celebration on the Hudson 
river – which was only a block and 
a half away from his home. He sim-

ply wasn’t sure he could 
walk that far. 

Visits to two physicians 
were no help. He later 
found a doctor who or-
dered blood tests, revealing 
his potassium level was at a 
dangerously low level. He 
was told to go to the hospi-
tal immediately. 

more problems were 
discovered. mark’s stomach was 
severely distended, indicating a 
blockage. 

Following a number of tests, 

the couple received some terrible 
news.

The admitting physician said 
mark had cancer and the severe 
swelling indicated the cancer had 
also attached to his liver and kid-
neys.

mark had just a few months to 
live.

“I turned to amanda and said, 
‘well, baby, it looks like I’m going 
heaven,’” mark recounted during a 
recent interview.

During a battery of tests, sur-
geons found cancerous tumors 
covering mark’s internal organs. 

Mark Burgos – praising God amid suffering
Cancer alters ‘amazing’ life

See BURGOS page 6

Burgos

Dan Reeves, pastor, teaches at the Journey Campus church at Arkansas State University.
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LITTLe rock – Jessica, bethany 
and DaShawn* are among the for-
tunate ones.

These healthy, active children 
were born to teenage and preteen 
mothers, whose babies are often at 
higher risk than a baby born to an 
older mother for premature birth, 
low birth weight, other serious 
health problems and death.

The trio was likely given a better 
chance at a good start in life when 
their mothers arrived at the Prom-
ise House maternity Home in Little 
rock. It was at Promise House where 
the moms-to-be received excellent 
and quality prenatal care, shelter, 
food and education.

“Promise House was a good place 
for me and my baby,” said Sarah*, 
17, whose baby, Jessica, was born at 
Promise House. The curly-headed, 
healthy little one just turned 1 year 
old. 

Jessica, bethany and DaShawn are 
among the 194 babies born to moms 
living at Promise House during the 
maternity home’s 20 years. The non-
profit ministry recently celebrated its 

Promise House celebrates 20 years of caring

LITTLe rock – Two area churches – one pre-
dominately white and the other predominately 
black – are forging a historic relationship designed 
to bring unity to the body of christ and the city 
in which they minister.

Immanuel baptist church, Little rock, and 
Second baptist church, which is located at 1709 
barrow road in Little rock, held a second “unity 
service” Sunday evening, Sept. 11.

“It has been said that 11 a.m. on Sunday morn-
ing is the most segregated time in america, and 
that is sadly very true,” said Immanuel Pastor 
Gary Hollingsworth.

Hollingsworth said that he and kevin kelley, 
pastor of Second baptist, have developed a rela-

tionship that is bringing their two congregations 
together.

“The positive response from both congrega-
tions proves how wonderful it is when God’s chil-
dren dwell together in unity as Psalm 133 tells 
us,” said Hollingsworth. “This service was a vis-
ible reminder of the power of unity when God’s 
people come together.”

The first service between the churches was held 
at Immanuel Sunday evening, may 1. 

Hollingsworth and kelley became friends 
through the nehemiah network, a network of 
central arkansas pastors and marketplace leaders 
(www.nehemiahnetwork.org). They also reside in 
the same Little rock neighborhood.

SPrInGDaLe – more than 800 people attended 
the world premiere of the “JeSUS” film in mar-
shallese aug. 20-21 at Springdale’s cross church, 
with 88 people making professions of faith in 
christ, according to andy Goode, cross church, 
Springdale, associate minister of missions.

Since the premiere, cross church, which is 
home to the only Southern baptist marshallese 
church in the United States, has been hard at 
work following up with the new believers.

Goode said there were 42 people who made 
professions of faith in christ who did not list a 
church affiliation. 

Through follow-up, cross church’s marshall-
ese pastor, mithen Loska, “has been able to dou-
ble his men’s discipleship class,” Goode contin-
ued. “It’s a big deal getting these men plugged 
in.”

In fact, the class, which was meeting on Tues-
days, is moving to Saturday mornings because of 
the growth. and Goode notes Saturday mornings 
will allow even more people to attend the class. 

“It’s also increased (the marshallese) church 

attendance, as well. So the film has been a really 
good thing,” said Goode.

northwest arkansas is home to almost 4,000 
marshallese, according to the 2010 U.S. census. 

Goode said, though most marshallese people 
are familiar with christianity, very few marshall-
ese people have a “real relationship with christ.”

marshallese people from churches across the 
country met together at cross church, rogers, 
in april to provide the voiceovers in marshallese 
for the film. 

Goode said the most important thing about 
the film was sharing the gospel message. 

“This film is about bringing the gospel of Jesus 
christ to the marshallese people in northwest 
arkansas in their heart language,” he said.

cross church has continued to be involved 
with the JeSUS Film Project, said Goode. at 
press time, Doug Sarver, cross church’s mission 
pastor, was in the marshall Islands, helping show 
the “JeSUS” film there.

The JeSUS Film Project is a ministry of cru, 
formerly known as campus crusade for christ.

milestone anniversary during a re-
ception Sept. 13 at the Little rock 
home. 

among the guests was miss ar-
kansas kristen 
Glover, a mem-
ber of First bap-
tist church, 
S t u t t g a r t , 
and a recent 
graduate of 
ouachita bap-
tist University. 
Glover served 
as a summer 
missionary in 
2009 at Prom-
ise House. The 
Stuttgart na-
tive notes that 
Promise House 
teens provided 
her the motiva-
tion to create 
her pageant 
platform, “Second chances: em-
powering Youth to rise above.” 
She will tour the state for the next 
year promoting this platform. She 
will compete in the miss america 
competition in January.

In celebration of the anniver-

sary, a Promise House reunion is 
planned for 11 a.m. Saturday, oct. 
15, at the Little rock location. 
Former residents and their fami-

lies, as well as 
former house-
parents, staff 
and friends 
of Promise 
House, are en-
couraged to at-
tend.

Since open-
ing its doors 
in 1991 in el 
Dorado, Prom-
ise House has 
provided love 
and care to 
hundreds of 
unwed teens 
facing an un-
planned preg-
nancy. Prom-
ise House is a 

ministry of arkansas baptist chil-
dren’s Homes and Family ministries 
(abcHomes).

The home was relocated to Little 
rock in 1999, in partnership with 
baptist Health medical center, 
Little rock, where the girls deliver 

Marshallese ‘JESUS’ film debuts

Lottie promotion is on the way
Volunteer Mary Katherine Webster, a member of Geyer 
Springs First Baptist Church, Little Rock, assists in the pack-
aging of 2011 Lottie Moon Christmas Offering materials 
Monday, Sept. 12, at the Arkansas Baptist State Convention 
building in Little Rock. Webster, along with four other vol-
unteers, helped assemble packets set to be mailed to about 
1,413 English-speaking churches for the annual offering 
promotion. Packets were also sent to every association 
and to Chinese, Hmong, Korean, Laotian, Vietnamese and 
Hispanic churches and missions in Arkansas.  – Photo by 
Jessica Vanderpool

‘Unity service’ held by area churches

their babies. cornerstone clinic 
for women of Little rock provides 
prenatal care for the teens, while 
pediatric services are made avail-
able through all For kids Pediatric 
clinic of Little rock. 

residents attend classes at the 
Little rock Public School’s alterna-
tive school. 

at Promise House, classes are pro-
vided, covering topics such as prena-
tal information, newborn care and 
independent living skills. counsel-
ing services are available. adoption 
services are offered through bethany 
christian Services. 

“For 20 years, Promise House has 
provided pregnant teens and pre-
teens access to wonderful prenatal 
medical and physical care. but even 
more than that, Promise House has 
been a beacon of hope, love and di-
rection for many young ladies,” said 
David Perry, abcHomes executive 
director. 

“because of this good prenatal 
care and emotional support, many 
babies have had a much better start 
in life.”

Jessica, bethany and DaShawn 
are a testament to that.

*Last names withheld for privacy.

Miss Arkansas, Kristen Glover, a recent graduate of 
Ouachita Baptist University and a former Promise 
House summer missionary talks with former relief 
houseparent Marva Bradshaw during the 20th anni-
versary reception at Promise House in LIttle Rock.
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his wife, Veronica, went to work to 
revamp the college ministry with a 
focus on building relationships.   

“we tried to be a little bit more 
intentional with reaching the college 
campus,” reeves said. “not to just 
have a church that had some oppor-
tunities for college students, but to 
really see aSU as a mission field.” 

In the years that followed, cen-
tral’s college ministry grew to aver-
age about 250 students during the 
wednesday night elevate service. 

“The purpose was to get (college 
students) out of the classroom set-
ting, because they are in class all 
week,” reeves said. “we wanted to 
get them in a home, get them in a re-
lationship with couples, coed groups 
and men and women’s groups with 
leaders of all ages.”

central baptist was also seeing a 
lot of growth. Though central was 
experimenting with different service 
times, the church realized it would 
need more space in the near future. 
This led to discussion about branch-
ing out into multiple locations. 

“we really wanted to seek the 
Lord and see if that’s the way He 
wanted us to grow,” reeves said. 
“we put it on the back burner, but 
still it was there, a presence in our 
minds.” 

Then, archie mason, central’s 
senior pastor, came to the pastoral 
team with a vision to plant a series 
of churches in different locations 
across the city. This multisite vision 
would grow to include a chinese 
church, a cowboy church, Grace 
church on the north side of Jones-
boro, a community center outreach 

JOURNEY
continued from page one

and the Journey campus.
“It wasn’t asking people to come 

to us, but for us to go to them,” 
reeves said. “It really fostered in 
us to ask, ‘where is God moving?’ 
and He was definitely moving in the 
college and 20s. also, most of the 
growth that’s going on in Jonesboro 
is going on toward the northeast 
corner … so that’s where this idea 
started.”

while the idea of 
multiple campuses is 
not new, it had not 
been implemented suc-
cessfully in the Jones-
boro area. 

Some multisite loca-
tions choose to simul-
cast the main campus’s 
pastor, but for central, 
having a teaching pas-
tor on site was essen-
tial. reeves and mason 
teach the same series 
of lessons each week 
and prepare sermons 
together. 

“It diversifies us because, al-
though we have the same vision, 
there’s a lot of uniqueness to what 
we do,” reeves said. “It’s not a 
carbon copy of our main campus. 
Though the vision and Dna is the 
same, the methodology may be dif-
ferent.” 

after vision meetings, pilot 
groups and planning, Journey 
launched in the family life center at 
central baptist in January. 

They began with one 11 a.m. ser-
vice. while looking for their loca-
tion on the northeast side of town, 
they prepared their children and 
student ministries and grew large 
enough for two services. 

Then, negotiations that had 

been underway with aSU came to 
fruition, and the Journey campus 
launched in the university Student 
Union on Sunday, april 24. 

both services, the preschool, chil-
dren and student ministries, and 
Journey groups were underway with 
an attendance of 700 on easter. 

“we’ve seen God do more than 
what we thought,” reeves said. “we 

felt we had a niche in 
trying to reach college 
students. … but what 
we really didn’t know 
was would the general 
population of families 
get on board and come 
onto a college campus 
for worship, to meet in 
the Student Union and 
bring their little kids? 

“what we’ve seen 
is, although our col-
lege attendance hasn’t 
changed because of 
summer, we’ve seen an 
influx of families.”

Journey is already beginning to 
push the limits of their location. 
The Student Union can comfort-
ably seat about 500 people, with a 
potential of 1,000 for both services. 

because of the portable nature of 
the site, volunteers meet at 5:30 a.m. 
to unload trailers of equipment. 

“out of 164 volunteers, over half 
are college students that are not 
just coming, they are there every 
week teaching third graders and 
preschool and setting up at 5:30,” 
reeves explained. 

“really, everything we’re doing is 
a slight inconvenience because we 
set up and tear down. It’s a contin-
ual teaching point for us to say that 
this is not just about coming and 
spectating, this is about being the 

church, not going to church.”
as of late, the Journey campus is 

looking for a permanent site solu-
tion. 

“we’re waiting for God to open 
some doors. a permanent facil-
ity on the northeast side of town 
– that’s where we’re headed. but we 
want to stay within a close proximity 
of the campus because we feel like 
that’s the strategic place the church 
could be. we want to be right there 
in their lives. “

This fall, Journey will be prayer 
walking subdivisions in the area 
to “create a burden and a passion 
for sharing the gospel to that area,” 
reeves said. 

“we don’t want to build just one 
more location. our goal is to plant 
another campus in Paragould or 
Pocahontas or wherever … so that 
we’re indigenous in that commu-
nity.”

Journey has already been seeing 
the fruit of their efforts with two 
baptism services. They held their 
first on-site baptism service in July, 
baptizing five people in a horse 
trough set up near the stage. Their 
first baptism service was before their 
launch at the main campus. 

“I want people to, no matter how 
large we get, numerically to feel 
like this is a relational place to be 
because I think our society is the 
most socially connected and most 
relationally poor.”

reeves said of the college stu-
dents, “They want to find a place 
in community. They want to know 
that something means something.”

For more information about 
Journey, visit their web site at www.
journeycampus.com.

Contact Whitney Crews at 
whitneyabn@gmail.com.

TeXarkana – authorities continue to seek a 
culprit after an arkansas baptist church in Texar-
kana was vandalized following wednesday night 
services Sept. 7.

when the church’s van driver returned from 
delivering children home following the services 
at Life House church, Texarkana, he discovered 
the church’s plate glass door had been shattered, 
said James ross, the church’s pastor.

In less than 20 minutes, the vandal stole the 
church’s offering box, a wallet in ross’ desk, a fire 
safe box containing all the titles to the church’s 
building and vans, and the building fund jug. 
They even ransacked the prayer box looking for 
money, said ross, noting less than $100 was sto-
len.

ross believes those involved had visited the 
church before, because they knew exactly where 
to find the stolen items.

Though the perpetrator has not been appre-
hended, many of the church’s stolen belongings, 
including van and building titles and even the 
offering box, were discovered a few days later be-
hind a tree near the church. 

ross said he did have to replace some items in 
his wallet – including his driver’s license.

The pastor’s attitude was positive. 
“To God be the glory; everything will work 

out,” ross said. “It’s just a door; it’s just posses-
sions.”

Life House Church in Texarkana vandalized

To stem possible future break-ins, the church 
has taken some precautions. 

“The church went ahead and put Lexan (a type 
of shatter-resistant plastic) in all the windows and 
doors on the front of the building,” said ross. 

regular attenders to the church’s food ministry 
were “furious” when they heard of the break-in, 
said ross. on the Sunday following the break-in, 

church attendance was up. and the offering – 
well, it was up too. 

“we used a shoe box for the offering and prob-
ably had a bigger offering than we’ve had in a 
while,” he said.

on a more positive note, Life House church is 
looking forward to a new venture. on oct. 2, the 
church will hold its first service in a second loca-
tion – Life House church, new boston, located 
just across the state line in Texas. 

ross is excited about the possibilities for min-
istry in the new location, though he knows it 
will not be the same as the current Life House 
location. 

“every location is different,” he said. “we just 
want to meet the needs of that particular com-
munity.”

Life House church isn’t the only church to 
experience theft. The Arkansas Baptist News re-
ported the theft of about $15,000 worth of cop-
per and wiring from air conditioning units at 
crystal Hill baptist church, north Little rock, 
in its July 14 issue. 

In addition, three people were arrested follow-
ing an armed robbery Sept. 11 at Third baptist 
church, Little rock, according to published 
reports. Suspects made off with about $107 
and other valuables, including jewelry and cell 
phones. They are currently facing 18 counts of 
aggravated robbery.

Vandals broke into the prayer box on the Life House Church stage 
looking for valuables.

Klayton Seyler, the Journey 
Campus worship pastor



This year, we took 110 campers (students and 
adults) during week no. 1 at Siloam camp. 

we had 22 professions of faith and several re-
dedications ... (and) also had five students state 
that they might be called 
to the ministry.

we have baptized 11 
of those campers thus far 
– including one adult – 
with more planned in the 
next couple of weeks.

over the course of the 
last three years, we have taken over 260 campers 
to Siloam, with about 70 professions of faith. we 
have baptized 45 of those that made professions.

we place a lot of emphasis on camp. we ask 
the students to pay the $30 deposit, and then 

our church pays the remaining balance. we do 
not budget any money for camp, we simply rely 
on God to provide the money when camp ap-
proaches. our goal is to take as many students 

as possible so that they 
can hear about Jesus. 
The biggest challenge is 
finding enough vehicles 
to carry all the students 
and adults to camp.

our adults are 100 
percent behind going to 

camp. Getting enough adults to be dorm supervi-
sors has never been a problem. 

we start pushing camp the minute we sched-
ule it for the next summer (which we are in the 
process of doing now). excitement builds and the 

students really push it with their friends.
 we have a tremendous wednesday night min-

istry here at the church, where we bus students 
straight from school (on average we bus about 
120 kindergarteners-12th graders at 3:20 p.m.), 
so we have such a large core group of students 
that have gone to camp. Their excitement is just 
contagious! The younger students eagerly wait for 
completion of the third grade so that they can go 
to Siloam.

There are two things I really get excited about 
... scratch that ... three things: Jesus, students and 
Siloam! (and of course my wife, kids and Fbc, 
center ridge!)

and, most importantly, we know that if we can 
get the students to Siloam, they will return home 
knowing Jesus as their personal Savior and Lord.

“This is why you must take up the 
full armor of God, so that you may 
be able to resist in the evil day, and 
having prepared everything, to take 
your stand” (eph. 6:13, HcSb).

God has given us the tools we 
need to win in spiritual warfare, 
but we must be careful to surrender 
ourselves daily, to listen to His still, 
small voice and act accordingly.

Thank your pastor during 
‘Appreciation Month’
Some of the finest pastors in the 
entire Southern baptist conven-
tion serve in arkansas churches.

Pastors rejoice with us when fam-
ily members surrender their lives to 
Jesus and weep with us when our 
families bury a loved one.

while I have never served as a 
pastor, I have worked closely with 
many pastors over the years and 
know how difficult their job can be 
at times. whether a pastor serves 
full-time or part-time, in arkansas 
or in washington, they all face 
unique challenges each and every 
day of their ministries.

Perhaps more than ever before, 
pastors serving today’s churches 
wear many hats and must be expert 
multitaskers as they lead their 
flocks. Sadly, we don’t thank them 
enough for all they do. 

I encourage you to take time to 
recognize your pastor during Pastor 
appreciation month in october.

“now we ask you, brothers, to 
give recognition to those who labor 
among you and lead you in the 

It seems everywhere we turn 
what was once was considered 
abnormal behavior is being nor-
malized by the media. There is an 
entire generation of americans 
today who grew up watching TV 
that treated homosexuality as an 
acceptable and normal lifestyle.

what’s more, human life is 
devalued by the plethora of crime 

and investigative 
shows. I remember 
when there was 
little or no blood 
and gore on com-
mercial television 
and when most of 
it was reserved for 
horror movies in 
theaters.

The recent commemoration 
of the Sept. 11 terrorist attacks 
reminded our nation that true, 
unadulterated evil is real and exists 
today. The moral decay we see in 
our own country and around the 
world has only one source: Satan.

The events of the past few weeks 
have reminded me, once again, 
how important it is to guard my 
eyes, heart and mind from the 
devil’s evil schemes. ephesians 
6:12 (HcSb) reminds us where the 
battle lies. It says, “For our battle 
is not against flesh and blood, but 
against the rulers, against the au-
thorities, against the world powers 
of this darkness, against the spiri-
tual forces of evil in the heavens.”

but we know how to be victori-
ous over evil and take our stand. 

M y family has made fun of 
me for a number of years 

because the only things I enjoy 
watching on TV anymore are news 
and sports. They say that’s all I care 
about – regarding TV at least.

I couldn’t agree with them more. 
It seems every time I attempt to 
watch something on prime time, 
I end up switching the channel or 
turning off the 
TV completely.

I have been 
embarrassed by 
the content of 
TV shows and 
commercials for 
years. It’s bad 
enough when 
a questionable 
scene on a sitcom or drama causes 
a red face in front of your son or 
daughter, but when it causes you to 
blush in front of your spouse … it’s 
time to quit watching.

For the past couple of seasons, 
I have been an occasional viewer 
of Dancing with the Stars – but 
have found the show all too often 
dominated by scantily clad danc-
ers and suggestive dance routines. 
now, in its latest iteration, Dancing 
with the Stars has succumbed to 
TV’s seemingly insatiable attempt 
to create headlines.

chaz bono, who many remem-
ber as cute little girl chastity bono 
from the 1970s Sonny and cher 
TV show, is one of the “stars” who 
will dance with a female dance 
partner.
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Is it time to turn off the television?
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It has been my privilege to 
be in a number of churches 

across arkansas since taking the 
helm of the ABN earlier this 
year. 

I would love to 
come to your church 
to give a presentation 
about the ABN, to 
share a message in 
one of your services 
or to speak to any 
number of 
groups in your 
church. Please 
email me at 
tim@ar-
kansasbaptist.
org, and let’s 
discuss a 
date!

ABN church visit

Lord and admonish you, and to 
esteem them very highly in love 
because of their work. be at peace 
among yourselves” (1 Thess. 5:12-
13, HcSb).

To help you plan a special rec-
ognition for your pastor, the ABN 
staff has compiled a few ideas on 
our web site and provided links at 
www.arkansasbaptist.org/pastor-
appreciation.

Tim Yarbrough is editor of the 
Arkansas Baptist News.

‘Jesus, students and Siloam!’
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Key ingredients for our strength
Did God really rest on 
the seventh day (Gen. 
2:2-3)?

Baptists Ask

Because Genesis 1 depicts 
God as majestic and power-

ful, His “seventh-day rest” in 
Genesis 2 seems out of place. 
consequently, some readers 
raise concern, 
and others 
draw some 
interesting 
conclusions. 
Some believe 
God was tired 
from all His 
work and He 
needed to relax. others fear that 
God became lazy. Still others 
reason that, once God finished 
His work, He gave its control to 
humanity and left the universe 
to its own demise. a closer study 
of the passage, however, shows 
that all three conclusions are 
wrong.

The Hebrew verb in the pas-
sage is “shabbat.” while the tra-
ditional translation of the verb 
is “rest,” a better translation 
is “cease.” Therefore, Genesis 
2:2-3 states God ceased from His 
work.  ceasing, however, does 
not imply relaxation, laziness 
or departure. Instead, it is the 
achievement of equilibrium and 
stability of all that God created.

The divine Sabbath of 
Genesis 2 is the reason for 
God’s Sabbath day com-
mandment to His people (ex. 
20:8-11). The Sabbath was a 
sign of their acceptance of the 
covenant (ex. 31:13), and it was 
an important part of their wor-
ship practice (Lev. 19:30, 26:2). 
because “heaven is [God’s] 
throne and the earth [His] foot-
stool” (Isa. 66:1), His followers 
could observe both “menuha” 
(“rest”) and “shalom” (“peace”) 
within their lives. Such equilib-
rium was to occur both in their 
tabernacle worship and in their 
daily routine. 

even today, the divine 
Sabbath in Genesis 2 brings 
renewal, equilibrium and stabil-
ity in the lives of God’s people. 
Though work may be hectic and 
life may be chaotic, the Sabbath 
returns God’s people to their 
proper, restorative order. Proper 
worship brings peace and rest, 
and it serves as a constant re-
minder that God, not humanity, 
is the center of the universe.  

Editor’s note: Send questions 
regarding theology and Baptist 
beliefs to Editor, Arkansas Baptist 
News, 10 Remington Dr., Little 
Rock, AR 72204, or email tim@
arkansasbaptist.org.

What a privilege it has been for me to serve as 
convention president these past two years. I have 

been privileged to meet many people and to go into 
many churches and associations. I have been careful to 
observe what I consider to be the key ingredients for 
the continued significant ministry that happens in our 
state convention each year.

while other conventions around us 
spend much of their time and resourc-
es sidetracked on minor issues, the 
arkansas baptist State convention 
(abSc) continues to grow, lead in 
evangelism and missions and increase 
its financial support each year to the 
Southern baptist convention. 

what are the key ingredients that 
have become the catalyst for the sig-
nificant ministry in arkansas?

First, the strength of the abSc is found in our clear 
purpose. we do not get sidetracked on minor issues 
in arkansas because we understand that our mission 
purpose is one of making disciples. This year at our an-
nual meeting we will once again focus on this mission 
purpose as we use the theme Go! across the Street, 
across the State, across the world! we have some of 
the finest preachers and leaders across our convention 
who will be coming and helping us expand on this 
theme. 

Second, the strength of the abSc is found in our 
convention personnel. our state convention mis-
sionaries genuinely love arkansas baptists, and they 
understand that the headquarters of all our convention 
work is not in Little rock, but in the local church. I 
am thankful for the way I have seen firsthand the love, 

dedication and tireless work abSc 
employees give to each one of us as 
arkansas baptists. 

Finally, the strength of the abSc 
is found in our cooperative partner-
ship. The people and the churches 
across our state believe in the work 
we are doing as a convention. we 
see this demonstrated as arkansas 
baptists work together in unity to 
share the gospel, plant new churches, 

provide ministry through disaster relief teams, provide 
a safe place for the children of arkansas, promote 
moral values and the truth of God’s word and support 
williams and Quachita, as well as in the way we faith-
fully give to the cooperative Program. we must always 
work together in unity as we do God’s kingdom work 
“across the Street, across the State, across the world!” 

Thank you for the privilege of allowing me to 
serve as the president of the arkansas baptist State 
convention. It has truly been a distinct and humbling 
honor. I hope to see all of you at the annual meeting. 

W ith the horrific images of Sept. 11, 2001, now 
burned into the collective american psyche, 

the recollection of the terrorist attacks on the United 
States on the recent 10th anniversary 
brought many once again to heart-
ache and tears.

It wasn’t just the fact that such 
an attack occurred on U.S. soil that 
outraged americans, but the way in 
which the terrorists carried out their 
fiendish deeds – all in the name of 
their god.

In “christians and muslims: From 
History to Healing,” kenneth b. 
cragg, Presbyterian clergyman and 
college professor, explores the beliefs 
of Islam – seeking to find common 
ground between christians and 
muslims.

cragg said he was inspired to devote 
himself to discovering the true tenets 
of Islam the Sunday following Sept. 11, 
2001. That’s when an Islamic congrega-
tion across the street from his church 
invited christians to join them for an 
introduction to Islam. 

“my search for answers has resulted 
in a passion to share my discoveries 
with others,” said the author, “because 
in our highly charged world, ignorance too often 
leads to violence and death.”

Questions cragg poses in the book include, “Do 
muslims and christians worship the same God?” “are 

we safer now that bin Laden is dead?” “what are the 
differences between the terrorist movement and true 
Islam?” and “what in the world is going on between 

christians and muslims?”
cragg offers the reader a brief 

overview of what he calls “radical ter-
rorism” of the 20th and 21st centuries 
before providing several chapters about 
the origins of the Islamic faith and its 
teachings.

“Personal spiritual preparation” is 
encouraged by cragg by those look-
ing for common ground in seeking to 
reach those of the Islamic faith.  In 
an “afterword” cragg encourages the 
reader to express the love of God to 
muslims through world mission activi-
ties.

“Terrorists try to inspire a sense 
of estrangement and hatred among 
people,” cragg states. “The opportu-
nity for creative, cross-cultural witness 
with Islam is greater than at any other 
time in history.”

The book includes a helpful glossary 
of terms and a bibliography for those 
seeking to learn more or to do their 
own research into the Islamic faith.

“christians and muslims: From 
History to Healing” is a good resource for pastors and 
others seeking to learn more about how to interact 
with muslims with the intent of reaching them with 
the gospel.

President’s
PersPectiVe

Clay Hallmark

Gore

Christians and Muslims: From History to Healing
by Kenneth B. Cragg, iUniverse, 2011

BOOk reView
Tim Yarbrough

Arkansas Baptist News

The Arkansas Baptist News (ABN) 
invites pastors, other church 

staff and members of arkansas 
baptist churches to submit reviews 
of religion-related books they have 
read.

Preferably, the book review 
should be no more than 350 words 
and should be about a book released 

in the past six months. 
reviews submitted for publica-

tion may be edited for content and 
style.

If interested, please contact Tim 
Yarbrough, editor, at tim@arkansas-
baptist.org, or call 800-838-2272 
(toll-free in state) or 501-376-4791, 
ext. 5151.

Read any good books lately?

Ken Gore is chair of the Williams 
Baptist College department of Chris-
tian ministries.
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ABSC
calendar

•Sept. 22-23: arkansas master’-
Singers retreat – Immanuel Baptist 
Church, Little Rock
•Sept. 24:  Tiger Serve Day – 
Ouachita Baptist University, Arka-
delphia
•Sept. 27: campus Prayer Journey 
– Statewide
•Sept. 28: See You at the Pole – 
Statewide
•Oct. 1-31: cooperative Program 
emphasis month – Statewide
•Oct. 1: acts 1:8 one Day mis-
sion Trip – Ouachita Baptist Asso-
ciation (Mena and DeQueen area)
 •Oct. 2: Soul winning commit-
ment Day – Statewide
•Oct. 7: college ministers’ ma-
trix – Arkansas Baptist State Conven-
tion building
•Oct. 8: ouachita baptist Univer-
sity Homecoming – Arkadelphia
For more information on events, go to 
www.absc.org, or call 800-838-2272.

Coming soon 
Reaching Across Arkansas
Spring 2012-2013 – attractional 
Harvest events and Fall 2012-2013 
– Statewide Friend Day

For more information, contact Marcus 
Brown, Arkansas Baptist State Con-
vention evangelism and church growth 
team, mbrown@absc.org or 800-838-
2272, ext. 5128.

a LITeracY missions Training 
workshop has been scheduled for 
oct. 28-29 at baring cross baptist 
church, Sherwood. 

The workshop will include in-
tensive training by north american 
mission board-certified trainers for 
those who want to teach church-

based courses on english as a Sec-
ond Language, adult reading and 
writing and Tutoring Youth and 
children. 

Training will begin at 2 p.m. oct. 
28 and conclude the next day at 5 
p.m. more than half the cost of the 
workshop is provided by your gifts 

to the cooperative Program and the 
Dixie Jackson arkansas missions 
offering. The registration deadline 
for the conference is oct. 14. 

For more information, contact 
breck Freeman or oleta raines at 
800-838-2272 or at 501-376-4791, 
ext. 5150.

BURGOS
continued from page one

Literacy training workshop set

ADHD conference

Instead of removing anything, doc-
tors closed him back up.

Stage 4 cancer
mark’s diagnosis was stage 4 

colon cancer. He was told he could 
live up to six months if he opted to 
undergo chemotherapy treatment.

but mark said something miracu-
lous happened.

“early in the morning, amanda 
and I were in the (hospital) room 
together, and the nighttime nurse, 
our ‘angel of mercy’ who was named 
mercy, came into the room and 
started proclaiming that she didn’t 
believe I was going to die and said 
she had been praying for me,” said 
mark. “She believed that God had 
healed me.”

“She said, ‘If you died, how would 
God get the glory?’” said amanda.

“He (God) spoke to me (through 
her),” said mark. “I literally heard 
Him with my ears, and He said this 
to me: ‘You get up out of that bed. 
I’m not finished with you yet.’”

mark said this revelation shook 
him to the core. 

“I’ve been a christian for 30 years 
or more,” he said. “I’ve always tried 
to do what God told me to do.”

but mark and amanda realized 
they had been trusting in what the 
non-christian doctors told them in-
stead of “consulting” God about it.

after that encounter, mark’s at-
titude completely changed. “I didn’t 
care what it took,” he said. “I was 

getting out of that bed.”
He knew it would take a miracle, 

but he was expecting it to happen. 
“we believed at that moment that 
He healed me,” said mark.

amanda asked her 
Facebook friends and 
prayer supporters to 
pray, not for God to 
heal, but thanking God 
for healing mark.

The next day, when 
the chemotherapy doc-
tor came in with con-
sent forms, mark opted 
to forgo the treatment. 

The couple told the doctors that 
they believed in God and needed 
to pray about the decision for or 
against treatment – for a month. 

mark’s doctors warned that the 
fluid they removed from his abdo-
men would return. Instead, his 
stomach started shrinking. 

as mark began to heal from 
the surgery, the swelling and fluid 
didn’t return. even his doctors said 
his recovery was “some sort of divine 
intervention,” said amanda.

During the next several months, 
mark continued to get better. He 
gained weight and was able to eat 
and work. and through it all, he 
pointed others to the one who had 
healed him and given him life.

A story to tell
In may 2011, the couple moved 

back to arkansas to work with Har-
mony baptist association in Pine 
bluff.

It wasn’t long before mark’s 
health began to worsen. He spent 

time in and out of the hospital with 
blood clots in his lungs and leg and 
an intestinal blockage. Though the 
blood clots are now considered to be 
under control with blood thinners, 

he is on vitamin nutrition 
(TPn) for the blockage 
so he cannot eat at all. 
However, once again, he 
believes God has pro-
longed his life and has 
given him a story to tell.

mark said his experi-
ences walking through 
the valley of illness have 
increased his and aman-

da’s faith tremendously.
“The most profound thing for 

me is the realization that we are all 
capable of being used by God,” he 
said. “we don’t have to be at a cer-
tain level of commitment.” 

mark pointed out that he’s come 
to understand that his story isn’t 
about physical healing or even living 
beyond what the doctors predicted. 
“Living and dying is in God’s hand,” 
he said. “our job is to obey what 
He tells us to do – and then He’ll 
be glorified and people will come 
to christ.”

He said God not only increased 
his and amanda’s faith, but also the 
faith of his family and friends. 

Since he and amanda married, 
he said the desire of his heart was 
for his family to have a “legacy of 
love” for God like he and amanda 
have, he said.

Through his continued illness, 
he realized God has begun granting 
him that desire. “God showed me 
that He’s revealing Himself to them 

and they are understanding more 
and more,” mark explained.

Necessary suffering
mark is firm in his belief that his 

illness and suffering are not a coinci-
dence, but God’s providence.

“because of the suffering that’s 
happened to me, God is using it 
for His purpose and His glory,” he 
said.

“what we don’t understand 
when we suffer is … that God knows 
these things,” he continued. “It’s 
not about me. It’s about the people 
around me – that God was trying to 
increase their faith.”

“If I have to die because of it, 
that’s okay,” he said. “I can’t lose 
because I’m going to heaven.”

“we saw a lot of people’s faith 
strengthened (through this),” he 
said. “People would never have 
known to look to God through all 
this if I hadn’t suffered.” 

amanda agrees, though she ad-
mits she doesn’t enjoy watching 
mark suffer. “God wants a personal 
relationship with everybody,” she 
said. “If mark being sick and us hav-
ing to go through this brings that 
personal relationship to them, then 
as bad as it is, it’s worth it.”

For mark, having an eternal per-
spective makes all the difference.

Though his health problems con-
tinue, mark is certain of one thing: 
no matter what happens, he’s going 
to continue to tell his story, giving 
glory to the one who has given him 
life.

Contact Lisa Watson at lisa@ar-
kansasbaptist.org.

Dr. Jill Fussell, assistant professor of 
pediatrics in the University of Arkansas 

for Medical Sciences (UAMS) College of 
Medicine, speaks at an attention deficit 

hyperactivity disorder conference hosted 
by the Arkansas Baptist State Convention 

(ABSC) missions ministries team Sept. 
10. Fussell specializes in child develop-
ment. The conference, which was held 
at the ABSC building, also featured Dr. 

Mark Edwards, professor of pediatrics in 
the UAMS College of Medicine. About 85 

people attended the conference, which 
followed an autism conference held Sept. 

3. The autism conference featured Karan 
Burnette, associate director of Partners for 

Inclusive Communities at UAMS. About 
95 people attended the conference.

Burgos, with wife, Amanda
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SuggeSted Week of Prayer: 
SePtember 18-25

For more information or to download  
materials go to www.absc.org/dixiejackson

acroSS THe naTUraL State, 
God is at work through ministries 
supported through the Dixie Jack-
son arkansas missions offering.

each year literally thousands of 
people of all races and ethnicities are 
impacted by the work of arkansas 
baptists as they seek to be the hands 
and feet of Jesus.

The 2011 offering goal of $1.45 
million provides for a plethora of 
ministries, including bibles used 
during the one Day mission Trip 
outreach; church planting training 
for a new church planter; copies of 
“The Story of Jesus for children” 
used at the Hope migrant mission 
center; and costs associated with 
helping start a new church.

below are a few stories from the 
field – all made possible through the 
generous gifts of arkansas baptists 
through the Dixie Jackson arkansas 
missions offering.

Destiny Cowboy Church
Following the destruction of a 

building used by Destiny cowboy 
church, cabot, God stepped in and 
blessed the church “beyond mea-
sure,” said Pastor David waltrip.

“our hearts went out to those 

God at work through Dixie Jackson
2011 Arkansas Missions Offering

In may, a benefit rodeo for victims 
with no insurance was held at Light-
ning H cattle ranch. The event in-
cluded games for kids and activities 
for adults with lunch provided by a 
local barbecue restaurant.

about 300 people attending the 
event donated enough money to 
provide every family affected by the 
tornado more than $900 each.

One life at a time
Iglesia bautista betel, north Little 

rock, teamed up with the caroline 
baptist association to start a preach-
ing point in Lonoke after church 
member alex cuculista felt a bur-
den “to make Jesus known among 
his relatives and old friends” in the 
community, said Francisco Gomez, 
Hispanic ministries coordinator 
with the missions ministries team of 
the arkansas baptist State conven-
tion (abSc).

cuculista and others hosted a 
community party where neighbors 
and friends gathered and a number 
of them accepted Jesus christ as Sav-
ior.

“now, as a result of all of that 
and the support of betel, Pastor ali 
Velasquez is leading a bible study 
on Thursdays with an increasing 
number of people gathering at the 
caroline baptist association office,” 
said Gomez.

“The Dixie Jackson theme for the 
year 2010 was one Life at a Time,” 
said Gomez. “brother alex is a good 
example that God is still at work 
changing lives one at a time and how 
that change can bring an impact to 
the kingdom of God.”

as a result of his experiences, cu-
culista will be returning to Guate-
mala to share his faith among his 
family and community.

Association partnerships
“The partnership between the 

local association and the arkansas 
baptist State convention has been 
very strong and productive over the 

who had great losses in Vilonia and 
were without insurance. we knew 
God would have our church do what 
we could to be His helping hands,” 
waltrip said.

It’s when Destiny cowboy 
church and Lightning H cattle 
ranch teamed together to sponsor a 
benefit for storm victims that things 
started to happen.

Watch a Dixie 
Jackson video online at 
www.arkansasbaptist.org.

ABN online

years,” said Phill Hall, association-
al missions coordinator with the 
abSc missions ministries team.  

“In this age of organizations com-
peting for time, talent and money, 
there is often suspicion and hostility. 
The wonderful partnership between 
the associations and the convention 
was demonstrated this February as 
the Dixie Jackson arkansas mis-
sions offering money was used to 
support the associational missionar-
ies from arkansas coming together 
for a workshop on the development 
of healthy churches in our state,” 
said Hall.

“(It helps) aid in the continuing 
equipping of arkansas associational 
missionaries with resources as they 
respond to churches desiring to 
move to the next level.”

Videos help the disabled
It’s sometimes the little things 

that make a big difference. This is 
the case for videos provided to assist 
the disabled.

“The video teaching tool is 
working well. I feel like the visual 
aid gives another dimension to my 
teaching that was missing before. It 
seems to stimulate their eagerness to 
ask questions,” a volunteer institu-
tional chaplain recounted to chris 
copeland, inclusion ministries co-
ordinator with the abSc missions 
ministries team.

He continued, “The reason that 
this tool is so vital is that the clients 
are developmentally disabled and 
can’t create the mental imagery of 
times over 2,000 years ago. Your gift 
makes it come alive for them.”

For more information on minis-
tries funded through the Dixie Jack-
son offering, visit www.absc.org/
dixiejackson.

David Waltrip (left), pastor of Destiny Cowboy 
Church, and Chris (Bubba) Russenberger 
(right), lay pastor, prepare to baptize Jessica 
Murdock, one of 10 people baptized at the 
church Sept. 4. 

Alex Cuculista 
(center) partici-
pates in a bibli-
cal drama along 

with Marta I. 
Velasquez (left), 
Caleb Velasquez 

and Herminio 
Morales (right).
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Meet the 
Sander’s 
Family!

Meet the 
Sander’s 
Family!

Meet the 
Sander’s 
Family!

Meet the 
Sander’s 
Family!

Set in 1938, follow the Sanders Family Singers as they 

perform at Mount Pleasant Baptist Church’s Saturday 

Night Gospel Sing! Meet a talented family...quirky, 

flawed and uniquely entertaining! Become the 

congregation, enjoy over 30 gospel tunes!

Don’t miss Sanders Family

Christmas in Nov & Dec!

Tue
thru
Sat 

8 pm

3562 Shepherd of the Hills • Branson, MO

bransonimax.com • 417-335-4832

Meet the 
Sander’s 
Family!

Meet the 
Sander’s 
Family!
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VacaTIon ISn’T just for sum-
mertime anymore. anytime during 
the year is a great time to plan a fam-
ily vacation or get away – even if it is 
just over a long weekend.

Here are some reasons why you 
should take a vacation:

– It is a time to get away from 
ministry responsibilities and pres-
sures.

– It is a time to eat out and play 
hard.

– It is a break in the routine.
– It allows the family to spend 

quality time together.
– It enlarges your 

children’s world and 
thus their view of 
God.

There are numer-
ous reasons people 
do not take family 
vacations:

– They can’t af-
ford it.

– If they put all 
the children in one 
vehicle, at least two of 
them will be touching, which will 
cause havoc.

– Dad never wants to stop until 
they have reached their GoaL.

– They are afraid that the church 
cannot function without them.

– They could never fit everything 
needed for their family in one ve-
hicle.

– It takes a lot of planning, and 
there is no time to plan.

– Vacation time is for cleaning or 
remodeling the house.

– They can’t afford it.
The cost of a vacation is not nec-

essarily in proportion to the enjoy-
ment of the trip or the priceless fam-
ily memories. 

Here are some general tips for 
planning a vacation on a budget.

Plan cheap
1. Begin by deciding what type 

of vacation spot your family would 
like to visit. Consider the follow-
ing:

– amusement parks
– national parks and other highly 

scenic destinations
– Historical places of interest 

(battlefields, homesteads and even 
cemeteries)

– educational attractions (muse-
ums, zoos, etc.)

– beaches
– big cities
– religious retreats (Try church 

Leadership week at ridgecrest or 
Glorieta.)

– Family visits
– campgrounds
2. Make decisions about what 

type of destinations to include in 
your travel plans. Try these sugges-
tions:

– Get family input.
– Include the money issue from 

the start.
– Plan more than one type of ac-

tivity in your plans.
– Do some research in the dream-

Planning a family getaway on a budget
ing stage (use official web sites from 
various locations).

– make a tentative itinerary.
3. Develop a budget, including 

as many details as possible, such as 
the following:

– money for parking
– Gas
– motels
– meals
– Souvenirs
– Snacks

Pack cheap
Following are suggestions to keep 

food costs down:
– Include as many 

snacks and drinks as 
will fit in the car.

– Take a variety of 
medicines and a first 
aid kit.

– bring extra film, 
disposable cameras, 
memory cards, video-
tapes and batteries for 
your cameras.

Play cheap
Following are suggestions to keep 

entertainment costs down:
– Look for and use coupons.
– Try splitting meals at nice res-

taurants.
– Decide in advance that every-

one will drink water for certain 
meals out.

– eat your biggest meal at noon 
from the luncheon menu.

– buy small, inexpensive souve-
nirs, like magnets and christmas 
ornaments, rather than T-shirts for 
everyone.

– Have the children in the fam-
ily earn their own souvenir money 
before the vacation.

– when there is free time, look 
for fun that is free, like swimming 
in the hotel pool, walking around 

a mall, hiking in the park, playing 
a game in the hotel room, walking 
on the beach or just watching the 
sunset.

even if the planning, packing 

and playing are all done on a low 
budget, the memories can be price-
less.

Reprinted with permission from Life-
Way Christian Resources. 

More than 250 actors 
and live animals recreate 
the Passion of Christ in 
one of the most epic 
performances you’ll 
experience. The New 
Great Passion Play is also 
home to exciting on-site 
attractions, including 
the Living Bible Tour and 
Christian Comedy Dinner 
Theater, right in Eureka 
Springs, just 48 miles 
south of Branson. 

44TH YEAR

800-882-7529 
greatpassionplay.com

MORE THAN JUST A PLAY

MORE THAN JUST A PLAY

More Than 
Just A Play

Christ of the Ozarks

New Great Passion PlayOrder tickets now for 
your last chance to see
it this season.
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DeGray Lake Resort State Park Lodge • 1-800-737-8355

The Lodge at Mount Magazine State Park • 1-877-665-6343

Ozark Folk Center State Park, Cabins at Dry Creek • 1-800-264-3655

Queen Wilhelmina State Park Lodge • 1-800-264-2477

S e v e r a l  e v e n  p u t  y o u  c l o s e r  t o  h e a v e n .

Our lodges are ideal for church retreats.

1-888-AT-PARKS • ArkansasStateParks.com

The Lodge at Mount Magazine

One of 52 Arkansas State Parks.  1-800-737-8355 • DeGray.com

A R K A N S A S ’ S  I S L A N D  R E S O RT  L O D G E

Book your next retreat or meeting at Arkansas’s resort state park in the foothills of the 
Ouachita Mountains. Here on scenic DeGray Lake, a 350-seat conference center and breakout 
rooms combine with outdoor adventure including sunset lake cruises, hiking, golf, tennis and 
nature programs. Your group will love this resort’s island lodge and its sweeping views. 

S TAY  AT  D E G R AY

DEGRAY LAKE
R E S O R T  S T A T E  P A R K

THe STaTe ParkS of arkansas 
belong to all arkansans. These state 
treasures showcase the scenic splen-
dor and history of the natural State, 
and they are here to experience.  

choose from parks atop ar-
kansas’ highest mountains, on the 
shores of sparkling lakes or along-
side rivers offering world-class trout 
fishing. Perfect for groups, the park 
system’s four hotel-like lodges are 
scenic natural settings.  

mount magazine State Park’s re-
sort mountain lodge, The Lodge at 
mount magazine, offers sweeping 
views from the bluff of arkansas’s 
high point, 2,753-foot mount maga-
zine, near Paris.  

DeGray Lodge at DeGray Lake 
resort State Park near arkadelphia 
stretches along the shore of its own 
island.  

Historic mather Lodge, the rustic 
mountain lodge overlooking cedar 
creek canyon at Petit Jean State 
Park near morrilton, will reopen in 
Spring 2012, following the renova-
tion of its dining room and kitchen. 
other improvements include a new 
check-in area, meeting space and 
swimming pool.  

Queen wilhelmina Lodge, the 
crowning attraction at Queen wil-
helmina State Park near mena, atop 
rich mountain, which is the state’s 
second highest peak, will be closed 
during 2012 while undergoing ren-
ovation. Park interpreters will en-
hance the park experience through 
engaging programs and workshops.

another park perfect for groups 
is the ozark Folk center State Park 
at mountain View. From mid-april 
through october, the park features 
live music performances of tradi-
tional Southern mountain music. 
and visitors can watch artisans dem-
onstrate pioneer skills and home-
stead crafts. 

– Courtesy of Arkansas State Parks

Variety of state parks abound in Arkansas
Great for a retreat or family getaway

Mount Magazine in the fall.

Contact information
 The Lodge at mount maga-
zine, mount magazine State 
Park near Paris (60 rooms): 
877-665-6343
 DeGray Lodge, DeGray Lake 
resort State Park near arkadel-
phia (94 rooms): 800-737-8355
 mather Lodge, Petit Jean 
State Park near morrilton (24 
rooms): 800-264-2462 (will re-
open in spring 2012 following 
renovation)
Queen wilhelmina Lodge, 
Queen wilhelmina State Park 
near mena (38 rooms): 800-
264-2477 (will be closed during 
2012 for renovation)
 Dry creek cabins, ozark 
Folk center State Park at 
mountain View (60 overnight, 
duplex studio cabins): 800-264-
3655
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Contact Nelle at the 
Arkansas Baptist 
News at nelle@
arkansasbaptist.
org or call 800-838-
2272, ext. 5155, for 
special discounted 
rates.

Visit us online at www.arkansasbaptist.org

October is 
Pastor Appreciation Month
Honor your pastor with an ad
in the Arkansas Baptist News

THANKS PASTOR

for all
you do

From the 
members of First 

Baptist Church 

Visit us online at www.arkansasbaptist.org

THANKS 
PASTOR 

BOB!
We love you!

From the 
members of First 
Baptist Church 

Telling the story of 
Arkansas Baptists since 1901

We can build 
your ad too!

Jessica Vanderpool
Arkansas Baptist News

coUraGe ISn’T just something 
needed for heroic acts, death-
defying adventures or even taking 
out the garbage alone on a stormy 
night. courage is an everyday virtue 
needed to live a life of integrity – 
and that is what the movie “coura-
geous” seeks to show viewers.

“courageous,” set to debut in the-
aters Sept. 30, is produced by Sher-
wood Pictures, a ministry of Sher-
wood baptist church 
in albany, Ga. Sher-
wood is the same 
church that produced 
“Facing the Giants” 
and “Fireproof.”

The movie follows the lives of a 
group of law enforcement officers, 
who witness the results of father-
less homes as they do their job. but 
when tragedy strikes one officer’s 
family, he realizes he has not been 
the father God wants him to be. In 
response, he and his friends sign a 
resolution to be better fathers. 

In doing so, they are warned, 
“that challenges will arise, conflicts 
will arise and controversy will arise. 
It is at that moment that in order 
to live out this resolution, you will 
need courage, courage, courage.” 

It is no understatement, and the 

men face challenges that test their 
integrity.

The movie ends as one of the of-
ficers addresses fellow fathers. His 
address sums up the movie: 

“I now believe that God desires 
for every father to courageously step 
up and do whatever it takes to be 
involved in the lives of his children, 
but more than just being there or 
providing for them, he’s to walk 
with them through their young lives 
and be a visual representation of 
the character of God, their Father 

in heaven. … So where 
are you men of courage? 
where are you fathers 
who fear the Lord? It’s 
time to rise up and an-
swer the call that God 

has given to you and to say ‘I will,’ ‘I 
will,’ ‘I will.’” 

but “courageous” isn’t just for 
fathers. It is a reminder to all view-
ers – both male and female – to be 
godly and to stand for what is right.

It is a compelling story, full of jus-
tice and mercy; it is a story that is 
bound to bring laughter, tears and 
inspiration to its viewers. 

Take time to watch this with your 
family and  friends. It isn’t just en-
tertaining – it is a callout to a life of 
integrity and courage.

For resources, visit http://www.
courageousresources.com/.

‘Courageous’ inspires fathers

Watch the “Coura-
geous” trailer online at 
www.arkansasbaptist.org. 

ABN online



www.arkansasbaptist.org 11MiSSionS

C l a s s i f i e d s
PASTOR

MISCELLANEOUS
OTHER STAFF POSITIONS

Plum Bayou Baptist Church needs bi-voca-
tional pastor. Send resumes to Attn: Patti Reed, 
P.O. Box 129, Wright, AR 72182-0129.

First Southern Baptist, Bearden, Ark., seek-
ing a full-time pastor. Send resumes to Search 
Committee, Box 449, Bearden, AR 71720.

New Song Baptist Church, Highway 58, Williford, 
Ark., is seeking a full-time pastor. Please send 
inquiries and resumes to Pastor Search Committee, 
483 Campbell Road, Williford, AR 72482, or email 
pswinford@centurylink.net.

Carpenter Street Baptist Church, Moberly, Mo., 
seeking a full-time pastor. Church is affiliated 
with Missouri Baptist Convention and adheres to 
2000 Baptist Faith and Message. Send resumes 
to Pastor Search Committee, 501 E. Carpenter St., 
Moberly, MO 65270, or email carpenterstreet501@
gmail.com.

Emmanuel BC in Blytheville, Ark., is seeking a 
godly pastor to minister to our church and com-
munity. Send resumes to Emmanuel BC at 4315 
North County Rd 535, Blytheville, AR 72315, Attn: 
Pulpit Committee.

First Baptist, Jacksonville, seeking senior 
pastor. Please email digital copy of resume to 
JvilleRocks@gmail.com.

East Heights Baptist Church, Tupelo, Miss., is 
seeking a senior pastor who can operate in a 
team approach with pastoral staff. Our total Sunday 
morning attendance is 200-225 with great poten-
tial in the community for growth. Send resume to 
randymccoy@bellsouth.net or Randy McCoy, 290 
Tyler Willis Lane, Tupelo, MS 38804.

England, Ark., First Baptist Church needs a full-
time pastor. Contact Joey Adams, 870-543-0790, 
for information.

Cherry Street Baptist Church is currently seek-
ing a pastor. CSBC is located in Clarksville, Ark., 
a city of 9,600 residents in Johnson County, where 
over 19,000 people reside. We have a loving, Christ-

First Baptist, Calico Rock, is in desperate need 
for a school bus to transport children. Call Pastor 
Kevin Bishop, 870-291-0994 or 601-382-1580.

FOR RENT OR SALE - Beautiful Gulf-front 
two-bedroom condominium in Ft. Walton Beach, 
Fla. Great time of the year for the beach. Low owner 
rates. Call Lucy: 770-831-3651; email Lucyclark9@
aol.com.

Seeking a bi-vocational minister of music. 
Send resume to Second Baptist Church, 1032 Old 
Warren Road, Monticello, AR 71655, or email to 
brojimmyalbrecht@yahoo.com. Resumes should be 
submitted by October 31, 2011. 

Central Baptist Church of North Little Rock, Ark., 
is seeking a full-time minister of music and 

centered congregation and a beautiful sanctuary 
with a Sunday morning attendance of over 40. Our 
sanctuary accommodates approximately 250. We also 
have many classrooms to accommodate growth. The 
pastor’s salary is $40,000, plus a two-bedroom par-
sonage located next to CSBC. The University of Ozarks 
and downtown Clarksville are three blocks from CSBC. 
Staff includes a part-time secretary, nursery worker 
and custodian. We are praying for a God-called pas-
tor who is willing to follow the lead of the Holy Spirit 
in a variety of possible ministries. Send resumes to 
P.O. Box 378, Clarksville, AR 72830 or dstandri@sud-
denlink.net.

Seeking pastor. Campbellsville Baptist Church 
has long been and is a leading church in the heart of 
central Kentucky. CBC is widely known for its love of 
mission work and mission support, its music minis-
try, youth ministry and its historic relationship with 
Campbellsville University. For more information or 
to submit a resume, please contact Committee Chair 
Ed Pavy at pavyed@yahoo.com, call 270-789-0604 
or mail to 102 Wellington Park, Campbellsville, KY 
42718.

Senior pastor. Canaan Baptist Church, a multi-
staffed church in St. Louis, Mo., is accepting resumes 
for a senior pastor. Please email resumes to resumes@
canaanstl.org, or mail to P.O. Box 511248, St. Louis, 
MO 63151.

Pleasant Grove Baptist Church is seeking resumes 
for full-time pastor. Send resumes to 27025 Kanis 
Road, Little Rock, AR 72223 or to grimmettdoyle@
yahoo.com.

full-time minister of youth. Seminary degree 
and some experience preferred. Please send resume 
for music minister to centralbaptistmusic@gmail.com 
and youth minister to centralbaptistyouth1@gmail.
com.

Levy Church, North Little Rock, is seeking a full-
time secretary. For more information, please call 
501-753-7347.

Bi-vocational youth director needed. 
Contact River Road Baptist, P.O. Box 161, Redfield, AR 
72132. 501-397-2576 or 870-536-4109.

Missionaries needed: New Life Children’s Home in 
Oil Trough, Ark., needs committed Christians to em-
ploy full-time as houseparents for our children. For 
more information, contact Nathan Bentz: 870-217-
9125. Web site: projectnewstart.org.

Hickory Street Baptist Church is searching for a 
bi-vocational worship leader for Sunday morn-
ing and Sunday evening services, as well as working 
with the choir. Please forward resumes to HSBC, 2923 
Hickory Street, Texarkana, AR 71854 or online at rhon-
dasullivan.88@gmail.com. 

Three Creeks Baptist Church is seeking a full-time 
youth minister. Three Creeks is a growing church in 
a rural community. We are looking for God’s man that 
will lead our youth ministry in discipleship, outreach 
and fellowship, with the primary task of reaching 
youth in our community with the gospel. Creativity 
and computer skills are important. Parsonage pro-
vided in addition to salary. Please send email resume 
to thesparks5@yahoo.com, or mail to Three Creeks 
Baptist Church, 8772 Haynesville Highway, Junction 
City, AR 71749.

Hickory Grove Baptist Church, Bismarck, Ark., is 
seeking God’s man to lead our large youth 
ministry. Minimum requirements: married, college 
degree completed (seminary degree preferred), at 
least three years full-time experience in an SBC church. 
Please forward resume with photo and at least five 
references to Pastor Jim Agee, Hickory Grove Baptist 
Church, 13364 Highway 84, Bismarck, AR 71929.

Bayou Meto Baptist Church, Jacksonville, Ark., is 
accepting resumes for a part-time minister of 
music. Resumes may be sent to bayoumetobap-
tist@centurytel.net or Bayou Meto Baptist Church, 
Attn: Music Search Team, 26200 Highway 107, 
Jacksonville, AR 72076.

Formosa Baptist Church in Clinton, Ark., is seek-
ing a bi-vocational worship leader or bi-
vocational worship leader/youth leader 
for blended service. Contact Pastor Billy Reece, 501-
253-1204, or email resume to billytreece@hotmail.
com.

First Baptist Church in Carlisle is seeking a 
part-time or full-time music minister. Send 
resume to First Baptist Church, P.O. Box 25, Carlisle, 
AR 72024.

First Baptist Church, Forrest City, is seeking a 
full-time minister of music. If interested, send 
resume to 507 N. Rosser St., Forrest City, AR 72335.

Graphics coordinator – full-time print/
video/Web person needed at Second Baptist Church, 
Conway. For full job description, contact Rich Nelson, 
worship pastor: 501-327-6565, RichN@2bc.tv, until 
September 30.

Youth pastor - Baring Cross Baptist Church is 
seeking a full-time youth pastor. Please submit, by 
mail or email, a resume with references by Oct. 15 
to Baring Cross Baptist Church, Attn: Personnel Team 
(Liz Edwards), 7541 Warden Road, Sherwood, AR 
72120. Email address: bcbcmarty@sbcglobal.net.

were only a handful of in-state mis-
sion projects. The number has grown 
significantly this year. 

Freeman attributes part of the in-
crease in teams to the connections 
James made while working in new 
orleans. 

another source for the increase 
has been the one-day mission trips. 
a one-day event is scheduled for oct. 
1 in DeQueen and mena.

James believes the partnership 
“enhances” the arkansas baptist 
builders ministry.

robby Tingle, team leader of the 
abSc missions ministries team, 
agreed, adding that each ministry 
“combines together well to make 
missions mobilization in arkansas 
much more effective.”

Tingle noted that both Freeman 
and bill cantrell, who coordinates 
arkansas baptist builders and other 
projects, have done a “masterful job 
of cooperating together” and that he 
believes the partnership has allowed 
both groups to do “much more to-
gether than they did individually.” 

In addition, he said the Jameses 
are models of “servant leadership.”

Freeman is excited to watch God 
at work through the projects, not-
ing he believes new ministries will 
be started as a result of the partner-
ship.

MISSIONS
continued from page one

VILonIa – For Jay and karla ar-
endall, april 25 started out just like 
any other day. both parents went to 
work as usual, and their children 
went to school.

The family, which attends Friend-
ship baptist church, conway, had 
just moved outside Vilonia into a 
home they built themselves. 

but this was no ordinary day. 
by the end of this day, a tornado 
would destroy their home and 
change their lives forever.

after hearing tornado sirens in 
conway, where both Jay and karla 
worked, they decided to go home 
early to ride out any bad weather 
with their children.

Just after dinner, one of the cou-
ple’s adult children called to say a 
tornado was headed toward them.

So, Jay and karla found safe plac-
es within the home for the children. 
when the couple went upstairs for 
a better look at the weather, they 
saw a dark wall cloud. 

“I said, ‘Jay, that’s the tornado,’” 
said karla.

Jay wasn’t so sure. but a few 
seconds later, they watched in hor-
ror as the storm began to uproot 
trees. and it was headed straight 
for them.

Jay and karla ran for cover. 

Family survives deadly tornado

“I jumped on top of the girls,” 
said karla. “by the time I got there, 
I started hearing the house come 
apart.”

Jay ran toward the boys’ safe place, 
making it to the bedroom before the 
storm hit the house. 

Jay grabbed the mattress from 
the bed to throw over the boys, but 
it was sucked out of his hand. “He 
was being hit by debris, and he just 
jumped in the closet on top of the 
boys,” said karla.

as the tornado lifted the house 
from around them, the family prayed 

to God for protection.
wind and rain whipped and 

pummeled karla and the girls where 
they lay in what had been a space 
underneath the stairs.

a few minutes later, their daugh-
ter, breigh, looked up to see her 
dad and brothers running toward 
the family’s vehicle, and after a mo-
ment’s hesitation, karla and the 
girls followed.

“The house was basically in the 
front yard,” said breigh.

as they surveyed the damage, 
the family began to praise God that 
they were alive. 

miraculously, the family sus-
tained no major injuries. only Jay, 
who had been pummeled with de-
bris, was injured with a deep gash 
on his arm.

Four people were killed, and doz-
ens of homes and businesses in and 
around Vilonia were damaged or 
destroyed in the tornado.

The deadly storm was part of the 
eighth deadliest outbreak of torna-
does on record, according to the 
national weather Service.

The arendalls are grateful to 
God for sparing their lives. 

“God was just so good to us,” 
said karla. “He has blessed us over 
and over and over again.”

Jackie James (left) prepares in-state mission 
project volunteers for work on the Arendalls’ 
home as Karla Arendall looks on.
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CHERYL E. TURNER

Women’s Motivational
Speaker

Humorist and Storyteller

For information
337-457-8872

2569 Richard School Road
Eunice, LA 70535

cherylrutht@aol.com
sparrowsnestministries.com

45 good used Virco folding tables 8’ x 30’’
Most with oak tops

Tables may be viewed 
just off I-40, in Conway

$1,600
For details, call 501-733-6371 anytime

FOR SALE: 
VIRCO FOLDING TABLES

Indianhead Lake Baptist Church, 
Sherwood, will host the women’s re-
treat “Unhindered: Focus on the Fa-
ther” from 8:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. oct. 
22. Tammy Fletcher of wholeheart 
ministries will serve as guest speak-
er. For more information, call the 
church office at 501-835-5883.

First Baptist Church, Quit-
man, will hold a day of celebration, 
thanksgiving and dedication for 
their new 18,000-square-foot multi-
purpose facility Saturday, Sept. 24. 
It will also be a day of homecoming. 
The celebration will begin at 10 a.m. 
and will include lunch. attendees 
are invited to church the following 
morning. For more information, call 
the church at 501-589-2939.

First Baptist Church, Jessieville, 
will celebrate its 75th anniversary at 
10:15 a.m. oct. 9, with randy rich-
ards, former interim pastor, speaking 

Church life

Obituaries

Submit your church news to 
the Arkansas Baptist News. 

Call Jessica at  800-838-2272, 
ext. 5153, or email her at 

jessica@arkansasbaptist.org.

tist association until his retirement 
in 1994. He was active in denomi-
national activities among Southern 
baptists during his lifetime, serving 
as trustee for ouachita baptist Uni-
versity and as trustee of the Interna-
tional mission board of the South-
ern baptist convention. among 
arkansas baptists, he served sev-
eral terms on the arkansas baptist 
State convention executive board 
and filled numerous committee po-
sitions. He was preceded in death 
by his parents and two siblings. He 
is survived by his wife, myrta ann 
Thomasson bledsoe; two sons; three 
siblings; two grandchildren; and two 
great-grandchildren. Funeral services 
were held aug. 31 at the benton Fu-
neral Home chapel.

during the morning worship service. 
a catered lunch will follow. every-
one is invited to attend.

The Baptist Collegiate Minis-
try of the University of Arkansas 
Community College at Batesville  
hosted its annual birthday party for 
students, faculty and staff aug. 25. 
weekly lunches will be provided 
each Thursday at noon beginning 
Sept. 1. Students, staff and faculty 
are welcome.

 

Milestones

Caroline Association goes on mission
Caroline Baptist Association held its 
annual community outreach Sept. 10 in 
the Biscoe area. Volunteers from various 
churches served throughout the commu-
nity in various ways, including by praying 
with local residents (far left), playing 
with children (top center), ministering 
at a nursing home (bottom center) and 
painting (below). Other areas of ministry 
included home repairs, disaster relief and  
food and clothing closets.

View a photo gallery 
of Caroline Association 

at work at 
www.arkansasbaptist.org

ABN online

Beatrice Marie 
(Black) Williams, 
99, died Sept. 9. a 
native of Perryville, 
she was married 
to Hubert e. wil-
liams, who founded 
Southern baptist 

college (now williams baptist col-
lege). She was a graduate of Peabody 
Teachers college (now Vanderbilt 
University) in nashville, Tenn. at 
williams, she was called the college 
hostess because she opened their 
home for whatever was needed. She 
also served as coordinator of Veter-
ans affairs and as acting registrar for 
a few months. She was preceded in 
death by her parents, husband and 
seven siblings. She is survived by one 
daughter, two sons, four grandchil-
dren, eight great-grandchildren and 
two sisters. Funeral services were 
held Sept. 12 in bryan chapel.

Jack J. Bledsoe, 
87, of Fordyce, died 
august 28. a native 
of benton, bledsoe 
received degrees 
from ouachita 
baptist University 
and Southwestern 

baptist Theological Seminary in 
Fort worth. He served in both the 
army and the navy. He has pastored 
churches in Texas and arkansas, in-
cluding memorial baptist church, 
waldo; First baptist church, Dan-
ville; Second baptist church, mon-
ticello; First baptist church, mari-
anna; and First baptist church, Des 
arc. His last active service was as 
director of missions for carey bap-
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Thank You

North Little Rock, for helping provide the 
Arkansas Baptist News free to the blind. 

Special thanks to Glenda Hamman, Hazel Helms, 
David Russell and all the readers.

We couldn’t do it without you!

Telling the story of 
Arkansas Baptists since 1901

Happy Birthday!
to all the missionary kids attending college who are

 celebrating birthdays in the month of October.
◆ Oct. 25: michael cortimilia, obU box 4254, arkadelphia, ar 71998-0001;  
 Senegal. 
◆ Oct. 26: ashley bullington, obU box 4038, arkadelphia, ar 71998-0001;  
 Dominican republic.

Our Churches: Haw Creek Baptist, Waldron
Jessica Vanderpool
Arkansas Baptist News

waLDron – on the top of a hill 
just outside of waldron sits a little 
white church. To some, it’s just an-
other church building, but to Pastor 
John elmore it is “a beacon of the 
gospel of Jesus christ to the com-
munity.”

For 100 years, Haw creek baptist 
church, waldron, has strived to be 
just that.

elmore, pastor of the church for 
the past six years, said Haw creek 
“has seen its share of difficulties” 
over the years – including world 
war I and world war II.

He explained the church was 
originally founded in 1909 as a mis-
sionary baptist church but aligned 
with the Southern baptist conven-
tion in 1911, making this its “100th 
anniversary as an established South-
ern baptist church.” 

Though membership has been 
low at times in its history, elmore 
said the church has experienced 
“steady growth” the past six years. 

In fact, a little over a decade ago, 
the church built a new sanctuary 
with the idea the seating capacity 
would be sufficient for a number of 
years. Today, the sanctuary is more 

full than anticipated.
The church is engaging in new 

construction, as ground was broken 
recently on a new family life center. 
The building will include a kitchen, 
fellowship hall, space for classrooms 
and a basketball court. 

other changes made recently 
include a new bus ministry and an 
expanded parking area. 

elmore added the church is in-
volved in both local and foreign mis-
sions.

“I can think of no greater joy 
than being a small part of a great 
history of a church which has perse-
vered and has stayed focused on the 
gospel and on reaching the lost and 
encouraging each other to be all we 
can be in the Lord,” he said.

elmore is actually following in the 
footsteps of his father, Don elmore, 
who also pastored Haw creek.

“what a humbling experience to 
come full circle in that God called 
me to the same church that my fa-
ther had pastored,” said elmore.

The church will have a celebra-
tion service to commemorate 100 
years oct. 8-9. a Southern gospel 
concert is set for 7 p.m. oct. 8. Sun-
day school and worship will begin at 
10 a.m. oct. 9 and will be followed 
by a meal. 

Former pastors are set to be guest 
speakers in the afternoon, and cur-
rent and former music directors will 
lead congregational music. a rep-
resentative of the arkansas baptist 
State convention will present the 
church with a certificate in recogni-
tion of its years of service.

“what began as a dream and be-

lieved in by faith in 1911 by a group 
of just a handful of faithful servants 
and has grown to a active roll of over 
130 people wish to invite all former 
members and guests to be a part of 
the blessings God has poured out 
on Hcbc,” said elmore.

Contact Jessica Vanderpool at jes-
sica@arkansasbaptist.org.

Balboa disaster relief
Balboa Baptist Church, Hot Springs Village, recently dedicated a new building, which will be used to 
store equipment used by the Balboa Disaster Relief Team. The team is composed of volunteers from 
Balboa Baptist Church and Coronado Baptist Church, Hot Springs Village. 

Advertise in the Arkansas Baptist News. 
Call Nelle O’Bryan at 501-376-4791, ext. 5155.

Haw Creek Baptist Church, Waldron, will celebrate its 100th anniversary as a Southern Baptist 
church Oct. 8-9.



I like to figure things out myself. 
I believe there is nothing more 

fulfilling than acquiring understand-
ing of how something works on my 
own. conversely, 
there is nothing 
more frustrating 
than coming to 
the conclusion 
that there are some 
things I just can’t 
figure out.

Therefore, I 
must then be will-
ing to accept the 
fact that some 
things just can’t be known. So it is 
with the things of God. The glory 

of God is not something that can 
be realized by the mind of man; 
it must be revealed to man. That 
is why Jesus was “made flesh and 

dwelt among us” 
(John 1:14) – so 
that He might 
reveal the grace 
and truth of God 
to those walking 
in spiritual dark-
ness.

This is not a 
process of how 
God might be-
come more aware 

of who He is. God knows who He is. 
The purpose of the incarnate christ 

is to shed some light, so to speak, 
so that His creation might behold 
what was unimaginable by the mind 
of men – the glory of God.

Jesus responded to Philip’s desire 
to be shown the Father by saying in 
John 14:9, “He that hath seen me 
hath seen the Father.” So, in light 
of what has been so graciously re-
vealed, we must figure out how we 
will respond to what we now be-
hold.

many years ago a lantern being 
used by a worker in the saltpeter 
mines of mammoth cave in ken-
tucky burned out. being alone in 
the darkness of an unfamiliar tun-
nel, the worker began to run in 

what he thought was the direction 
of the exit, but he was knocked un-
conscious when encountering the 
cave wall. Soon, other miners came 
with lanterns to look for the lost 
man who, after coming to, heard 
the others calling out his name and 
saying, “I’m coming for you.” The 
lost man responded by screaming 
out and running back into the dark-
ness because he figured it was the 
devil coming for him.

we, too, have a decision to make. 
Do we come into the light and find 
salvation, or do we run deeper into 
the darkness? maybe this is the only 
thing that we can and must figure 
out for ourselves.

M ake up your mind. Get in one 
lane or the other!

Driving down the road, I often 
find myself talking to the other driv-
ers. I know they cannot hear me. 
and it is probably a good thing they 
can’t – like when I am on a four-
lane highway and the car in front of 
me is weaving across both lanes like 
they are on a Sunday drive. Going 
for a drive should be enjoyable, 
but one must still pay attention to 
the road and be courteous to those 
around them.

There is a safety problem when a 
driver is not paying attention to the 

lanes. He is a danger to himself and 
to others around him when he can-
not drive in one lane or the other. 
He can drift into another car or run 
off the road. Paying attention to the 
lanes makes everyone safer.

Paul told the romans, “but now 
we have been released from the law, 
since we have died to what held us, 
so that we may serve in the new way 
of the Spirit and not in the old let-
ter of the law” (rom. 7:6, HcSb). 
He also said plainly to the Gala-
tians, “walk in the Spirit and you 
will not carry out the desire of the 
flesh” (Gal. 5:16, HcSb). You have 

a choice. You can walk in the Spirit, 
or you can walk in the flesh. You 
cannot do both at the same time. 
Get in one lane or 
the other.

If you walk 
in the flesh, you 
will do all sorts 
of things that 
you know no one 
should do. You 
will be immoral, 
hateful, selfish, di-
visive, envious, a 
drunk “and anything similar” (Gal. 
5:19-21). a person who practices 

these things will not inherit God’s 
kingdom.

If you walk in the Spirit, you will 
love your neighbor 
as yourself and ful-
fill everything God 
requires. not only 
that, but if you 
walk in the Spirit, 
you will also avoid 
the dangers and 
pitfalls of walking 
in the flesh. Get 
in one lane or the 

other. better yet, get in the right 
lane and walk in the Spirit.

My first job in high school was as 
a lifeguard at a baptist camp. I 

scanned the water, looking for signs 
of distress that I had been trained to 
identify. when I saw someone who 
needed help, I used my training and 
skill to rescue him or her. over that 
summer, I rescued many who were 
thankful that I knew what to do.

I did not know when I took the 
job that it also required me to help 
with maintenance duties around 
the camp. I mowed the grass daily, 
which I enjoyed, and cleaned the 
considerable number of restrooms 
every morning, which I did not 

enjoy. In fact, I had never cleaned 
a restroom in my life and had to be 
shown how to do it. I did a poor 
job and worked hard to improve. 
at the end of the week, no matter 
how good or poor I had done, I still 
received the same pay that we had 
agreed upon.

The custodian at the camp taught 
me many lessons. one of the most 
valuable ones came unexpectedly. 
He reserved the mowing of one of 
the fields for himself. He carefully 
cut the grass in a pattern to leave 
long rows of cut grass that could 
easily be raked. one night some of 

us on the staff decided to have fun 
throwing the piles of grass at each 
other. The next morning he called 
us in and handed 
us rakes. I learned 
that there were 
consequences for 
my actions. I was 
paid for my disobe-
dience just as I was 
paid at the end of 
the week for my 
work.

Paul said, “For 
the wages of sin is death, but the gift 
of God is eternal life in christ Jesus 

our Lord” (rom. 6:23). Paul com-
pares sin to having a job. no matter 
how good or poor you do, the wage 

is still the same 
– death. Salva-
tion, on the other 
hand, is a gift, not 
a job. Jesus dove 
in to rescue us in 
our distress. His 
gift of life gives us 
freedom from sin 
and power to do 
right. He is work-

ing in us to turn our freedom into 
holiness.

exPlOre the BiBle

OctOBer 2, 2011
Robin H. Cowin

pastor
First Baptist Church, Gentry

Scripture passage:
romans 6:1-23

It’s all about new life

It’s all about victory

exPlOre the BiBle

OctOBer 9, 2011
Robin H. Cowin

pastor
First Baptist Church, Gentry

Scripture passages:
romans 7:1-25; Galatians 5:16

John Griffin
pastor

Lamar Baptist Church, Lamar

Scripture passage:
John 1:14

BiBle studies FOr liFe

OctOBer 2, 2011

Glory revealed

I like to imagine myself in the situ-
ations I read about in the bible, 

and when I read Luke 5:17-26, there 
are some ques-
tions that come 
to mind. How far 
would I be will-
ing to go to bring 
someone to Jesus? 
How far would I 
be willing to go 
to demonstrate 
my faith, even in 
difficult circum-
stances? would I 
go the extra mile that Jesus spoke of 
in matthew 5:41, or would I say that 

it is just going too far?
To a lot of people, the friends 

of the paralyzed man may be seen 
as going too far – 
maybe even for a 
time by the para-
lyzed man himself. 
If these friends 
had come to me 
and said, “Jesus is 
in town. He can 
heal you. we are 
going to take you 
to Him,” what 
would my response 

have been? I would appreciate the 
gesture, but it would be too much 

trouble and too far for them to have 
to carry me. Then, seeing the mul-
titude of people outside the house, 
I’d have said, “See? You wasted you 
time to bring me here. we will never 
get in now, especially with you hav-
ing to carry me.” and what about 
when they carried the man to the 
rooftop and started removing the 
roofing tiles? I would probably have 
said, “what do you think you are 
doing? You have gone too far.” but 
that is just me.

In verse 20, the bible says, “and 
when He saw their faith, He said 
unto him, ‘man, thy sins are for-
given thee.’” It is very evident that 

“their faith” included the faith of 
the man sick of the palsy. I just have 
to wonder if that sick man had that 
faith when he left home that morn-
ing or if it began as a result of seeing 
the determined faith of his friends 
and seeing Jesus face to face.

How do people respond to a 
demonstration of that kind of faith? 
Verse 17 says “the power of the Lord 
was present to heal them.” 

Forgiveness is offered to all; the 
sick man accepted this forgiveness 
and placed his faith in christ. The 
scribes and Pharisees rejected this 
forgiveness and called Jesus a blas-
phemer.

Forgiveness offered

John Griffin
pastor

Lamar Baptist Church, Lamar

Scripture passages:
Luke 5:17-26, 29-32

BiBle studies FOr liFe

OctOBer 9, 2011
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SILoam SPrInGS – It’s been 
a busy year at the arkansas bap-
tist assembly – commonly known 
around the state as “Siloam” – with 
nearly 3,700 campers participating 
in seven different weeks.

but most of all, it’s the eternal 
impact the camp makes in the lives 
of children, youth and leaders that 
really defines Siloam, 
said camp execu-
tive Director Jason 
wilkie.

“There’s an amaz-
ing thing that hap-
pens in the human 
spirit when you re-
move people from 
the world they’re 
living in (and) put 
them in the wilder-
ness,” said wilkie. 

“I think we just 
get into the routine 
of things, so it’s im-
portant for youth 
pastors to make us 
part of their spiritual 
mix, … getting out of that routine. 
camp and mission trips can be a big 
part of that.”

During various events held at the 
camp, 259 people made professions 

Siloam camp makes eternal impact
259 make decisions for Christ

of faith, 170 recommitted their lives 
to christ and 10 were called to mis-
sions. In all, 3,664 participated in 
seven different children’s and youth 
camps this past summer.

wilkie said the “presence of the 
Lord is strong” at Siloam and that 
“youth pastors know when they 
load a kid on the bus, that he’s got 

a good chance of com-
ing back saved.”

Programming is 
an important aspect 
of camp, said wilkie, 
who added the staff is 
always looking to im-
prove the camp experi-
ence.

“The challenge for 
us is how do we raise 
the quality of our 
programming … our 
speakers, our worship, 
food … you know, raise 
the standard of excel-
lence at camp and still 
keep it affordable.”

wilkie said Si-
loam has a legacy among families 
who have felt a call to missions. 
He shared a story about a camper 
named meg who came forward this 
summer to surrender to missions.

“Her grandmother, at just about 
the same age, gave her heart to full-
time missions. She served in china 
and now is in alaska. So, she’s fol-
lowing in her grandmother’s foot-
steps, surrendering to full-time mis-
sions,” he said.

“(Siloam) has that legacy. mis-
sions, exciting kids about what God 
is doing in the world, and equip-
ping them to do that is going to be 
a big part of our future.”

Toby Gilmore, associate pastor of 
youth at baugh chapel, austin, said 
he has witnessed firsthand God’s 
transforming power through the 
ministry at Siloam.

“(a story) that really sticks out 
is a student of mine named alex. I 
have been praying for alex for some 
time. He comes from a divorced 
home and a really, really tough 
background. monday night alex 
was broken by God. I looked over 
at him and could see him weeping 
uncontrollably. I knew God had 
touched his life. That night alex 
gave his life to Jesus, and ever since 

then I have noticed a big change in 
his life. I know for a fact that alex 
truly received Jesus that night.

“Thank you, Siloam, for allow-
ing God to move like He needs to 
at camp. I look forward to next year 
and all that God has planned.”

wilkie said a big plus of a camp 
like Siloam is affordability.

“a youth pastor said, ‘when I 
saw your brochure, what I instantly 
thought about was that a lost family 
that’s invited to come to this camp, 
it’s easier for them to make a deci-
sion when the cost is $139 than the 
$400 to $500 that it costs to send 
their kid to other christian camps,’” 
recounted wilkie. 

For more information about the 
camp, visit www.siloamcamp.com.

Check out a 
Siloam photo 

gallery at 
www.arkansasbaptist.org

ABN online

Youth pray together at the altar during a worship service at Siloam.

Excitement abounds among children and youth at Siloam this past summer.


