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JONESBORO – He’s a farmer. He’s a pastor. And 
now he’s the Arkansas Baptist News (ABN) 2013 Father 
of the Year. 

Danny Russell, pastor of Needham 
Baptist Church, Jonesboro, was se-
lected as the Father of the Year based 
on an essay submitted by his daugh-
ter, Jillian Russell. He was presented 
with a gift from the ABN during the 
June 9 worship service at his church. 

Jillian Russell submitted the essay 
as part of the ABN’s annual contest, 
which invites readers to nominate fa-
thers by submitting an essay titled “A 
Tribute to a Godly Father.”

In her essay, Russell wrote about her father’s “dedi-
cation to serve others and live life with such 
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Members, former members and friends of Rosa Baptist Church gathered May 26 to hear George Nichols, the church’s pastor 
of more than 50 years, give his last sermon before the church’s closing. Photos by Caleb Yarbrough

‘Bro. Nick’ preaches last sermon
Lynn Kutter
Arkansas Baptist News

LUXORA – After more than 
50 years, Pastor George Nich-
ols preached his last sermon 
and gave his last invitation at 
Rosa Baptist Church, a small, 
rural church near Blytheville, 
Sunday, May 26.

Nichols – or “Bro. Nick” as 
many in the farming commu-
nity know him – surrendered 
to the ministry 61 years ago 
and has led Rosa Baptist for 
50 years and nine months.

The final homecoming for 
Rosa Baptist was attended by 
105 people and was spearhead-
ed by Jackie Wood, pastor of                           

First Baptist Church, Luxora.
“This is beyond amazing,” said Wood, who 

has known Nichols for a number of years. 
“He’s been what most pastors should be – 

faithful and dedicated to where 
God has planted them.”

Wood added, “We don’t even 
realize the number of people he 
has touched.”

During a time of sharing dur-
ing the service, a woman stood 
and shared, “I have been coming 
here to this church since I was 11 
years old. I learned how to pray 
in one of the little Sunday school 
rooms here.” 

She went on to say she met 
the man she eventually married 
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WALDRON – Two Arkansas Baptist laymen were 
among those who drowned during flash flooding in 
west central Arkansas May 30-31.

Joel Campora, 32, an Arkansas Game and Fish 
Commission em-
ployee who served 
as a deacon at First 
Baptist Church, 
Waldron, and Scott 
Carpenter, 41, 
Scott County sher-
iff and a member at 
Southside Baptist 
Church, Waldron, 
were swept away in 
rushing water as they attempted to reach stranded resi-
dents cut off by floodwaters along Mill Creek.

Two additional drowning victims were reported dur-
ing flooding. 

Ken Overturf, pastor of First Baptist Church, Wal-

Caleb Yarbrough
Arkansas Baptist News

FIRST BAPTIST Church, Gravel 
Ridge, and Pastor Tim Reed, gained 
national attention recently after an-
nouncing it was revoking its Boy 
Scout charter following the organiza-
tion’s decision to affirm homosexual 
Scouts.

The Boy Scouts of America (BSA) 
National Council’s May 23 vote to 
change the organization’s member-
ship resulted in First Baptist, Gravel 
Ridge, becoming the first organiza-
tion in Arkansas to revoke their BSA 
charter. 

First Baptist’s former Scout leader 
Steven Noelte said the church’s deci-
sion to revoke its charter was a result 
of BSA forfeiting the values 
that, until recently, it had al-
ways respected. 

“It is not us who have 
stepped away from BSA. It is 
BSA that has stepped away 
from us,” said Noelte.

Noelte had been involved 
with scouting since 1984 and 
was a leader in First Baptist’s 
BSA Troop 542 for more 
than 10 years until stepping down 
following the BSA’s policy change 
allowing gay scouts. Boy Scouts was 

not only Noelte’s passion, but also 
his vehicle for ministry, he said.

“I’ve poured my heart and soul 
into the Scouting program 
because it was a great oppor-
tunity to reach young men 
– not just with good char-
acter, but with the gospel 
of Christ,” said Noelte. “I 
believe in the Scripture that 
talks about being a father to 
the fatherless.”

Noelte grew up in a bro-
ken home without a father. 

Because of his background, Noelte 
said he attempted to position Troop 
542 to cater to boys who “needed 

it most.” One boy to whom Noelte 
ministered through his work with 
Boy Scouts was Chris Penn.

Penn, a 15-year-old former mem-
ber and senior patrol leader (the top 
ranking Boy Scout within a troop) of 
First Baptist Church, Gravel Ridge’s 
Troop 542, was only two merit badg-
es and a project away from reach-
ing his goal of becoming an Eagle 
Scout when he decided to leave the 
organization because of their policy 
change.

Penn grew up under difficult cir-
cumstances and because of his abil-
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Rosa Baptist pastor for 50 years
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Nichols holds the Bible from which 
he preached for many of his 50 
years at Rosa Baptist Church.
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Burned church sees ‘revival’ and growth
PARAGOULD – God has turned 
tragedy into triumph following a 
fire that destroyed the sanctuary 
of Browns Chapel Baptist Church 
April 23.

In the weeks following the fire, 
19 people have joined the church, 
which is now “on fire in revival,” ac-
cording to church member Gretch-
en Clayton, who said it started with 
a prayer meeting the night following 
the fire.

“We had an overwhelming re-
sponse to our gathering in the park-
ing lot that night with over 400 in 
attendance,” said Clayton. 

“Although our building burned 
completely, our church is currently 
on fire in revival,” she said, adding, 
“God preserved our family life cen-
ter where we can meet. Attendance 
has been astonishing, as has the out-
pouring of love and support from 
our community.”

“‘We will not be shaken. Through 
fire or pouring rain, we will not be 
shaken!’” said Clayton, quoting the 
contemporary song “We Won’t Be 
Shaken” by Building 429. 

“I am heartbroken that our build-
ing is gone, but I look forward to 
seeing what God has planned for 
our rebuild!” she said.

It is the second time since 1986 
that fire has destroyed the Browns 
Chapel sanctuary, Pastor Royce Bol-

continued from page one
Rosa

ing told the Arkansas Baptist News.
Boling, who has served as the 

church’s pastor for 33 years, said at 
the time, it appeared the fire started 
around electrical switch boxes.

Browns Chapel has consistently 
been one of the top givers to the 
Arkansas Baptist Children’s Homes 
and Family Ministries.

“God blesses us, and we try to 
help someone else,” Boling said 
after the fire.

at the church and still has one of 
the Sunday school books from the 
church.

Ernie Perkins, who now serves 
as an evangelist in Oklahoma, was 
pastor of Rosa Baptist in 1956. He 
said Rosa Baptist has been a faithful 
beacon for Jesus Christ.

“This church has told them about 
the great bargain they have in Jesus,” 
he told people attending the home-
coming.

Though he believes God called 
him before then, Nichols, 86, made 
a public decision to surrender to the 
ministry at a revival in Mississippi in 
June 1951.  

He was 35 years old on his first 
Sunday at Rosa Baptist Church in 
July 1962. The church did not have 
a pastor and Nichols’ brother-in-law 
asked him if he would fill in during 
the interim. 

After a time, 
the congregation 
asked him to con-
sider pastoring 
the church.

“I’ve always 
worked and 
preached,” said 
Nichols.

He worked 
in the drugstore 
business for 24 
years and retired 
from that in 1996 
to care for his 
wife. Nichols and his wife, Shirley, 
have been married 53 years. She re-
sides at the Heritage Square Nurs-
ing Home and Nichols volunteers 
as a chaplain at the home, leading a 
Bible study for the residents.

Nichols said he continued to pas-
tor Rosa Baptist for more than 50 
years because “I felt that’s where the 
Lord wanted me.”

Over the years, church members 
have left farming, many have died 
and others have not been able to 
come to church. Recently, he said 
only three or four people have been 
coming to his Sunday morning ser-
vice. He continued to preach, he 
said, because he felt the Lord want-
ed him to keep giving and minister-
ing to those who could come.

Last month, however, Nichols 
had to make one of the hardest deci-
sions he’s ever had to make.

After talking with family and 
friends, he decided to close the 
church because of lack of atten-
dance, finances and his own health, 
which is not as good as it used to be.

“In the long run, it’s not been a 
very long time,” Nichols said. 

“I believe if that church hadn’t 
been in the community like it was, a 
lot of people wouldn’t be in heaven 
today,” he added.

Nichols has many highlights as 
pastor at Rosa Baptist during the 
past 50 years. He remembers, in par-
ticular, a revival in 1972.

“We had shouting that night in 
the church,” he recalled.

From the revival, 13 made pro-
fessions of faith, three moved their 
letter and seven dedicated their lives 
to the Lord.

“It was one of the best revivals 
I’ve had in my ministry,” Nichols 
smiled.

Another time, he said the church 
had more than 100 people attend its 
Easter sunrise service.

L o o k i n g 
back, he said he 
is in awe at the 
way God has 
worked.

He’s seen 
people won to 
the Lord and 
seen people 
come back to 
the Lord.

“Words can’t 
hardly describe 
the service that 
the Lord has 
used me in,” 

Nichols said. “It’s just beyond mea-
sure. It’s been a blessing to me and 
a privilege and honor that I can be 
used for that length of time.”

One of Nichols’ longtime friends 
is Jim Russell, pastor of Calvary Bap-
tist Church, Blytheville. Russell de-
scribes Nichols as a faithful person, 
faithful to his church and wife and a 
strong Christian.

“Bro. George never meets a 
stranger,” Russell said.

Wood decided to help plan the 
church’s final homecoming after 
going to Rosa Baptist Church to 
look at its pews. First Baptist in Lux-
ora has a new sanctuary but is in the 
process of restoring its old sanctuary. 
Wood learned that Rosa Baptist was 
closing and had offered its pews to 
anyone who was interested in them.

“The minute I walked in the 
building, the very presence of God 

was so strong,” Wood said. “I could 
not receive the pews without one 
more service.”

Nichols said he is grateful to God 
for providing for him, allowing him 
to take care of his wife and allowing 
him to serve the church. 

He said he may no longer be 
the pastor at Rosa Baptist, but that 
doesn’t mean he has stopped preach-
ing.

“I can’t find it in the Word of 
God where you can retire from 
preaching,” he said. 

Story by Lynn Kutter with additional 
reporting by Tim Yarbrough.

Cars surround Rosa Baptist Church during the May 23 service (above).George Nichols (below right)  
receives plaque proclaiming ‘George Nichols Day’ in Mississippi County. A road sign (left) points to 
Rosa Baptist Church. Photos by Caleb Yarbrough
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dron, said the men were swept away 
while doing a “swift water” rescue in 
the area located south of Waldron.

“They had responded to a call of 
a house shifting on its foundation 
in Y City,” Overturf told the Arkan-
sas Baptist News (ABN). “The home 
washed away. Along Highway 71 
there was 18 inches of water over the 
bridge. There was a bridge washed 
out along Highway 28.”

Bobby Clark, pastor of Abbott 
Baptist Church, Mansfield, and ad-
ministrative team leader of Buckner 
Baptist Association, said flooding 
in the area located in west central 
Arkansas was extensive, cutting off 
people who reside in the area.

“All that area is very, very rural,” 
said Clark. “Roads, in their best con-
dition, are not good. And with this 
100-year flood, they are gone.”

Clark said the area flooded from 
the storms stretched from the Parks 
area to the east to Highway 71, all 

the way west to the Black Fork area 
over by Hontubby and Wister, Okla.

“It’s that whole valley through 
there that is flooded,” he said. 
“Walker Mountain is over to the 
west toward Heavener, Okla., and 
from Walker Mountain south, due 
east to Parks, was just really devas-
tated.”

The National Weather Service re-
ported nearly 8 inches of rain fell in 
the area late Thursday, May 30 and 
early Friday, May 31.

Campora served as youth leader 
with his wife, Rebecca, said Over-
turf.

“Anyone that knew Joel knew his 
love of his family and serving God. 
There was no mistaking his faith, his 
belief of God and how he loved to 
share it,” he said.

Overturf quoted a post Campora 
made on his Facebook page in 2010 
after 20 campers drowned during 
flooding near the Albert Pike camp-
ground:

“‘(S)eeing it firsthand makes me 
realize that life is extremely short. 
Don’t wait to accept Christ as your 
Savior. Your time may be tonight.’”
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DR volunteers busy after storms
WALDRON – A mud out team 
and shower team are serving in 
the flood-ravaged area of west cen-
tral Arkansas in the wake of recent 
flooding in the area. 

A mud out team from Cross 
Church, Springdale, was deployed 
June 4, and a shower unit from 
First Baptist Church, Ozark, was 
deployed June 5, according to Ar-
kansas Baptist State Convention 
(ABSC) disaster relief officials.

Three additional Arkansas “skid 
steer” teams with small front-end 
loaders were sent to First Baptist 
Church in Moore, Okla., the site 
of recent tornado devastation. The 
teams responding were from the 
Church at Rock Creek in Little 
Rock, Central Baptist Association 
and the White River Baptist Asso-
ciation.

Arkansas Baptists collected and 
distributed a total of 4,375 Buckets 
of Love to Oklahoma residents.

Hundreds of Southern Baptist 
disaster relief volunteers have re-
sponded following deadly storms in 
Oklahoma, Missouri and Arkansas 
over recent weeks – the most recent 
of which being a series of torna-
does north of Oklahoma City that 
claimed at least 14 lives May 31.

“Southern Baptist volunteers con-
tinue to serve people who are hurt-
ing and in need,” said Fritz Wilson, 
executive director for disaster relief 
at the North American Mission 
Board (NAMB). “One of NAMB’s 
core values is ‘Whatever it takes.’ 
That spirit is exemplified in South-
ern Baptist disaster relief volunteers. 
Volunteers were scheduled to go to 

one location and changed at a mo-
ment’s notice to respond to a new 
area of need.”

The critical nature of disaster re-
lief ministry was evident again last 
week following the storms in the 
Oklahoma City area. Sam Porter, di-
saster relief director for the Baptist 
General Convention of Oklahoma, 
relayed the experience of a chaplain 
serving near the city.

“We had a chaplain with an as-
sessor,” said Porter. “They were vis-

iting with two women, neighbors 
who had storm damage.” As the as-
sessor spoke with one woman, the 
other told the chaplain, “I have to 
tell you something. I’ve been so over-
whelmed by all that has happened 
here I was going to take my life 
today. But now I know God cares 
for me and people care.” 

Porter reported the chaplain 
prayed with the woman as she placed 
her faith in Christ.

Porter said insurance estimates 
show that each cleanup job saves 
homeowners an average of $8,000. 

He added that the tornado that 
went through Oklahoma City Fri-
day never churned into the ground 
and could have been much more de-
structive. Porter thanked Southern 
Baptists for their prayers.

A disaster relief truck from 
NAMB has delivered new clothing 
items donated by retailers that were 
distributed through Southern Hills 
Baptist Church in Oklahoma City, 
near Moore.

New opportunities, like the cloth-
ing distribution, allow disaster relief 
to partner with local churches in the 
affected area to bring help, healing 
and hope in new ways, Wilson said. 

“Southern Baptist disaster relief 
would not exist without the strong 
network and partnership between 
the state conventions and national 
entities,” said Wilson. “(It) is the 
Cooperative Program lived out to 
its fullest.”

NAMB coordinates and manages 
Southern Baptist responses to major 
disasters through partnerships with 
42 state Baptist conventions, most 
of which have their own state disas-
ter relief programs.

Southern Baptists have 82,000 
trained volunteers – including chap-
lains – and 1,550 mobile units for 
feeding, chain saw, mud out, com-
mand, communication, child care, 
shower, laundry, water purification, 
repair/rebuild and power generation. 

Southern Baptist disaster relief is 
one of the three largest mobilizers 
of trained disaster relief volunteers 
in the United States, along with the 
American Red Cross and The Salva-
tion Army.

continued from page one
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positive energy.”
“Anyone that has ever met him 

falls in love with his big smile and 
humbled personality,” she wrote. 
“Even though all these things are 
great characteristics of him, the 
main thing that shines through him 
is his readiness to glorify God in all 
he does.”

She described his hard work as 
a farmer, working “sun up to sun 
down” farming rice, soybeans and 
corn, and she wrote of his love for 
and dedication to his family.

“Growing up playing sports and 
being active in school functions, my 
dad never missed one time,” she 
wrote. 

“He would stop the tractor just 
to come watch me. Now that I am 
20 years old, I see the never-ending 
love he had just to watch me cheer a 
ball game.”

But Danny Russell’s faithfulness 
continued even in hard times. Jil-
lian Russell wrote of how her oldest 
brother, Ryan, was diagnosed with 
cancer as a child. Her father’s re-
sponse was one of faith.

“The main reason I wanted to 

share his story was to say this: Not 
one day passed that my dad didn’t 
have the faith that God would see 
my family through this storm. A 
strong man doesn’t try to hold back 
his tears, but instead cries out to 
God for comfort and healing,” she 
wrote. “The year my brother turned 
18, he was finally released from St. 
Jude’s and walked away 100 percent 
cancer free. Dad will be the first one 
to tell anyone that it’s not what man 
can do in this life, but what our Sav-
ior Jesus Christ can do.”

“My father deserves to be rec-
ognized for all he does – simply 

because he expects nothing,” she 
added.

But for Jillian Russell, knowing 
her father is “Father of the Year” is 
nothing new. 

“In my eyes he already has won 
being the best father,” she said. “But 
knowing that he will be recognized 
for his sincere dedication is one of 
the best feelings a daughter could 
ask for. I am honored and grateful 
to call him Dad.”

Danny Russell is married to 
Rhonda Russell. They have three 
grown children, Jillian, Ryan and 
Daniel.

The Russell family, back from left: Jillian Russell, Josh Mitchell, Daniel Russell, Danny Russell, Rhonda 
Russell, Jenni Russell, Ryan Russell, Sarah Roedel and Hannah Roedel. Front from left: Jace Russell, 
Evan Russell, Emma Russell and Ayla Russell.

Donna Hill of Second Baptist Church, 
Jacksonville, loads  ‘Buckets of Love’  at the 
ABSC building in Little Rock May 23.

New Baptist campaign
targets global hunger 
NASHVILLE, Tenn. (BP) –
Worldwide, 870 million people 
don’t have enough to eat – and 
the vast majority of them have no 
idea how much God loves them. 
A new initiative involving the 
Southern Baptist World Hun-
ger Fund (WHF) aims to tackle 
both those problems. The new 
initiative, Global Hunger Relief, 
seeks to take the WHF’s unique 
“dollar in, dollar out” message to 
new and wider audiences – and 
to challenge a new generation of 
believers to personally take Jesus’ 
love to starving souls, in both 
word and deed. While Southern 
Baptist donations to the hunger 
cause have tailed off over the past 
decade – from $6.3 million in 
2000 to $4.6 million in 2011 – 
the strategic value of those funds 
has increased dramatically, both 
in North America and overseas. 
For more information visit world-
hungerfund.com.

SBC churches increase, 
baptisms, members fall
NASHVILLE (BP) – Southern 
Baptists experienced growth in 
the number of churches affiliat-
ed with the convention in 2012 
and the total amount given for 
denominational missions causes. 
However, according to the An-
nual Church Profile (ACP) com-
piled by LifeWay Christian Re-
sources in cooperation with Bap-
tist state conventions, most of the 
ACP metrics declined in 2012 
including membership, average 
attendance, baptisms and total 
giving. The number of churches 
in the Southern Baptist Con-
vention grew by 270 to 46,034, 
a 0.6 percent increase over the 
previous year. SBC churches also 
reported 4,992 church-type mis-
sions last year, 40 more than in 
2011, although some state con-
ventions no longer use that desig-
nation which may have impacted 
the total.

2014 VBS to explore
evidence for Jesus
NASHVILLE (BP) – Children 
will become special agents during 
LifeWay’s vacation Bible school 
(VBS) 2014 as they collect and log 
evidence about Jesus for “Agency 
D3” and its mission to “Discover. 
Decide. Defend.” Beginning Oct. 
1, LifeWay will offer a Jump-start 
Kit for pastors and VBS directors 
to help with VBS planning, en-
listment and publicity.
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along with a laundry list of other 
sins. Some of them even have 
ministers who are practicing ho-
mosexuals. If God’s Law is relative, 
then there are no standards and 
absolutes. Ignoring God’s Law 
has led to a variety of social ills, 
such as legalized abortion in the 
United States, genocide of the 
Jewish people during World War 

II and a growing 
list of countries 
across the world 
legalizing assisted 
suicide.

Is this the road 
the church wants 
to go down? Obvi-
ously, for some of 

our liberal and progressive breth-
ren, it is. Southern Baptists, on the 
other hand, continue to hold firm 
to unchanging biblical truths and 
values in an attempt to honor their 
Lord and Savior, to Whom they 
owe their lives and eternal salvation 
– even their existence!

What we are witnessing today – 
slowly, but ever so surely – is a turn-
ing away from all things of God, 
and it will only continue in our 
modern age.

For Christ followers and believ-
ers in the authority of the Word of 
God and a sovereign and just God, 
Southern Baptists will continue 
to be less popular and classified as 
“backward,” “behind the times,” 
“terrorists,” “stupid,” “unintellec-
tual” and even “bigots.”

I encourage detractors to go 

Any casual reader of the news 
the past couple weeks will tell 

you there is a real clash of cultures 
in our country between society and 
the church.

This should come as no surprise 
to most readers of the Arkansas Bap-
tist News. It seems every vestige of 
our civil society seems to be under 
attack today.

Now it’s Boy 
Scouts. I know no 
Southern Baptist 
church that would 
turn a homosexual 
person away, but I 
also know of none 
that would condone 
the person’s open 
sin and rejection of God’s Law.

The secular media has it all 
wrong. While it may sound cliché, 
Baptists love sinners and hate sin. 
Their churches welcome sinners to 
worship with them each and every 
Sunday. In fact, they admit they are 
all sinners themselves.

The difference is that their goal 
is to honor God’s Law, not reject 
it due to ongoing moral shifts in 
society.

Southern Baptists don’t condone 
open homosexual sin any more 
than they condone open sin of 
any kind by their pastors or their 
members. Again – listen up media 
– that doesn’t mean Christians 
hate people who struggle with ho-
mosexuality.

Some churches exist today that 
condone open homosexual sin, 

Boy Scouts and the clash of cultures
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ahead and pile it on. God already 
has revealed in His Word the ac-
tions of men in the last days:

“There is a way which seemeth 
right unto a man, but the end 
thereof are the ways of death” 
(Proverbs 14:12, KJV).

“For if we go on sinning deliber-
ately after receiving the knowledge 
of the truth, there no longer re-
mains a sacrifice for sins” (Hebrews 
10:26, ESV).

It is our job to continue to share 

the Truth so that all have the op-
portunity to come to a saving 
knowledge of Jesus Christ:

“For the wages of sin is death, 
but the free gift of God is eternal 
life in Christ Jesus our Lord” (Ro-
mans 6:23, NASB).

Tim Yarbrough is editor of the Ar-
kansas Baptist News. He is available to 
speak at your church either in a supply 
capacity or on relevant topics of the 
day. Contact him at tim@arkansasbap-
tist.org or call 501-376-4791, ext. 5151.

Cartoon by Gary Thomas   

VIEWPOINT
Tim Reed

First Baptist Church
Gravel Ridge

I learned a long time ago that if 
you want to clear a room or face 

persecution, then take a stand on 
the truth of God’s Word. We start-
ed a nationwide firestorm against 
First Baptist Church, Gravel Ridge, 
May 28 when our church informed 
our Boy Scout troop that we were 
revoking our charter because the 
Boy Scouts of 
America (BSA) 
breached their 
charter agreement 
with our church.  
The charter agree-
ment stated that 
the BSA would 
“respect the aims 
and objectives of the charter orga-
nization.” Since a Southern Baptist 
church’s aim and objective should 
be to uphold the truths of God’s 
Word, we felt the BSA drew a line 
in the sand and dared Christians to 
cross it – and that we did.

The BSA has placed churches 
and their Christian Scout leaders 
in a very precarious position. If a 
church were to simply turn a blind 
eye to the homosexual Scout issue, 
then they would place their Chris-
tian Scout leaders in a position of 
having to agree with the BSA that 
homosexuality is not sinful, which 
also betrays their faith. Should that 
leader choose to take a stand for his 
beliefs, he would risk lawsuits for 
discrimination or even prosecution 
for terrorism in our current godless 
culture.  

Scripture gives us clear truth 
concerning the sinfulness of homo-
sexuality in Leviticus 18:22, 20:13, 
1 Corinthians 6:9-11 and Romans 
1:26-27. Romans 1:32 even speaks 
to those who approve of such sin 
and defy God’s judgment. God sets 

Scouting and homosexuality
the standard! That being said, how 
can any true believer not see homo-
sexuality as sin? Homosexuality is a 
choice and not a birthright.

In all this, I received an email 
from one well-intention apparently 
lost person stating that because of 
the stand we have taken, the pris-
ons will be more full of people who 

have committed 
hate crimes. It 
doesn’t take a 
genius to see 
that the world’s 
watered version 
of God’s Word 
has already added 
greatly to the ac-

complishment of that objective.      
So how do we reach someone 

trapped in homosexuality? As many 
preachers have stated in their ser-
mons, “You love the sinner and 
hate the sin.” In our church, we 
have homosexual teens and adults 
who faithfully attend. We also have 
at least one convicted murderer, 
quite a few adulterers, with scat-
tered liars, thieves and gossips. This 
creates a house full of sinners who 
are all equally welcomed to come 
and listen to the Truth proclaimed. 
However, our leadership never con-
dones any of these sins.

No matter what the cost, we as 
Christians and Southern Baptists 
must proclaim the Truth because 
very few will. We must also open 
our churches and homes to sinners, 
else there is no hope for their lost 
souls – which is too great a cost. 
Take a stand on the Truth. 

Tim Reed is pastor of First Baptist 
Church in Gravel Ridge. The church 
has received national attention for its 
decision to revoke its Boy Scout charter. 
Read related story on Page 1.
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Family Matters
‘The best day of my life’ 

D  ad, can we go fishing this 
Saturday?” 

How can a dad not say yes to 
a request like that?

As a father, I’ve wrestled with 
how to impact the next genera-
tion and live out Deuteronomy 
6:4-9 each day. 
Teaching faith 
at home hap-
pens 24/7 in 
our natural 
family rhythms, 
including ac-
tivities like 
fishing. Here’s 
how we applied Scripture while 
fishing. You can use this ap-
proach in other activities of life.

Recently, my boys and a cou-
ple of their friends loaded up 
in the SUV and we embarked 
on our journey by taking turns 
praying and thanking God in 
our vehicle.  

I asked, “What are some 
Bible stories related to fish or 
fishing?” 

The boys identified the 
creation of fish in Genesis 1; 
Jonah and the big fish; Jesus 
calling His disciples to be fish-
ers of men; Jesus feeding the 
5,000 with five loaves of bread 
and two fish; Jesus instruct-
ing His disciples where to fish 
and Jesus preparing fish for 
the disciples. One of the boys 
commented how cool it would 
be to have Jesus be our fishing 
guide and tell us where to fish. 
We talked about His guidance 
for a moment before the sub-
ject changed. Reviewing Bible 
stories and passages refreshed 
their minds and provided 
teaching opportunities.  

We caught a few bream and 
several catfish. Their faces lit 
up as they felt the tug on the 
line and reeled in their catches. 
On the way home, we retold 
the stories of the day, reflect-
ing on our time together. One 
friend they had invited said 
while helping clean the fish he 
had caught, “Mr. Ben, I think 
this has been the best day of my 
life.”

We had a fish fry a few days 
later and invited their families 
to join us for a meal. The boys 
were proud and thought the 
fish tasted a little bit better be-
cause they caught them. They 
retold their stories, and we 
built better relationships with 
their families. 

When your child asks you 
about fishing, take the time to 
invest in them, and take one of 
their friends along. It just may 
be one of the best days of their 
life.

Ben Phillips leads the Arkansas 
Baptist State Convention family 
ministry team.

Phillips

M atthew 6:26-27 (NIV) says, “Look at the birds of 
the air; they do not sow or reap or store away in 

barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are 
you not much more valuable than they? Can any one of 
you by worrying add a single hour to your life?” 

Earlier in the same chapter, we are reminded, “Do 
not store up for yourselves treasures on earth. … But 
store up for yourselves treasures in 
heaven.” 

These verses seem to discourage a 
Christian from saving and storing up 
their money in the bank. Does hav-
ing a lot of money in savings indicate 
prudence, or might it actually indi-
cate a lack of faith?  

In contrast, there are also several 
verses in the Bible that encourage 
saving. 

Proverbs 21:20 (HCSB) says, “Precious treasure and 
oil are in the dwelling of a wise person, but a foolish 
man consumes them.”

The past few years have taught us the stock market 
and other investments can go down quickly. During 
the recession, jobs that many planned to work until 
retirement disappeared. So here, the Bible advocates it 

is wise to save in times of plenty. What is a Christian to 
do – save some of our resources for tomorrow or give 
everything away today and trust in the Lord for tomor-
row’s provision?

When read as a whole, the verses on saving, spending 
and giving may at times seem contradictory. However, 
they also point to the idea of balance. It is wise to save 

money each paycheck for unexpected 
future expenses. It is wise to contribute 
to a retirement account each month, 
knowing there may be a day when we 
are physically incapable of earning a 
wage. It is also important to not hoard 
all the money or talents God has given 
to us. When we are saving, we must 
remember that ultimately God is the 
Provider. Remembering God provided 

the money makes it easier to give it back to Him in our 
tithe or give it to someone else in need, even when we 
are not sure we can afford it.     

So, save your money for a rainy day, but don’t be 
afraid to spend if it rains or give it away if it is raining 
on someone else. 

Tim Dockery is general counsel for the Arkansas Baptist 
Foundation.

To save or not to save

Financial 
 Times 

Tim Dockery

Pray for the work of your association
M any years ago, I was told that if for some terrible 

reason we ever lost the ability to have a conven-
tion then, by noon on the very next day, we would 
again have associations. This is because by and large, 
most Southern Baptist churches love to work together, 
and the local association is the best vehicle to do so. 
There are many definitions for “association” but the 
simplest and most accurate is, “An association is a fel-
lowship of local autonomous churches with a singular 
vision to work together to claim their surrounding 
areas and ultimately the world for the kingdom of 
Christ!”

Sometimes, it seems a daunting 
task for the small church to fulfill 
the Great Commission; but when 
viewed in the context of churches 
working together, such a vision 
can be unanimously embraced. 
One church may have the heart 
and motivation to move beyond 
its doors but lack the resources 
and volunteers, while other churches may have plenty 
of resources and volunteers but no vision. Mix these 
churches together in fellowship and suddenly the vi-
sion, resources and volunteers all become effectively 
shared to reach a lost world.

Southern Baptist associations are much like South-
ern Baptist churches in that they are a diverse group 
and are unique in many ways. Some associations are 
large while others are small enough that they must co-
operate within an association of associations to accom-
plish their vision. Some directors of missions (DOM) 
actually serve multiple associations because of limited 
resources and distance between churches. Other asso-
ciations require a staff to accomplish the work because 
of the density and multiplicity of churches within their 
area and the sheer magnitude of the work.

So, how do I pray for my association?
Pray for a spirit of unity and harmony within the 

churches as they work together. Satan’s greatest tool is 
the ability to sow discord among believers and church-
es. The inability to work together is the one stumbling 
block we must constantly guard against. A wise coun-
try preacher once said, “You can throw two ole tomcats 
into a burlap sack together and you might have unity, 
but you ain’t got harmony!” Having a harmonious 
unity will bring churches together to accomplish great 
things for the kingdom.

Pray for your DOM and his family. Much as a pastor 
gives spiritual guidance to the church, a DOM must 

have a clear vision for kingdom growth and the ability 
to cast that vision for the churches to see. He must be 
tireless in his service to his pastors, his churches and 
to a lost world. The title of “associational missionary” 
is still as valid today as it was years ago when it was in 
much greater use. Every church within an association 
has a missionary on staff whether the church recogniz-
es it or not. Their DOM is their personal missionary 
to partner with the local pastors to resource, train and 
encourage all local churches to claim their communi-
ties for Christ.

Pray for a clear vision of planting new churches and 
strengthening struggling churches. 
Never has America presented such 
an opportunity for planting new 
churches as in today’s culture. The 
United States is now one of our 
world’s greatest mission fields as 
this nation becomes increasingly 
unchurched. The church’s impact 
on our society and culture is dimin-

ishing as our numbers steadily decline. Individual 
churches may be overwhelmed with the idea of plant-
ing a new work, but the association can be proactive 
in opening doors for new church plants and commu-
nity outreach.

Mainstream, traditional churches are struggling as 
well. They are often hampered by past baggage and 
historical attitudes that limit their vision and create 
unnecessary boundaries to outreach. An association 
is able to encourage and provide the resources for dys-
functional churches to become healthy and spiritually 
reproductive. 

Finally, pray that your association is challenged to 
resource, support and encourage every pastor. There 
can be no doubt that our pastors are front-line targets 
of the enemy. Who can come alongside these pas-
tors to lovingly encourage and support them? Other 
pastors and especially the DOM can be the greatest 
friends to any pastor. Fellowship and time together al-
lows pastors the opportunity to just be themselves and 
share their needs and frustrations.

So, please pray for your association and its leader. 
As the association grows stronger, the churches will 
benefit and become more effective in their kingdom 
work.

Joe Wright is director of missions for the Dyer Baptist As-
sociation in Dyersburg, Tenn., and a member of the SBC 
Executive Committee. For a list of Baptist associations in 
Arkansas, go to www.arkansasbaptist.org/links.

sBc ViewpoinT
Joe Wright

Dyer Baptist Association
Dyersburg, Tenn.
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Perry, former ABSC employee, dies at 92
DRASCO – From leading music 
and preaching to teaching and ful-
filling other roles in the church, Bur-
ton Heebner Perry’s life was filled 
with service. 

Perry, of Drasco, died May 30 at 
the age of 92. 

He formerly served on the staff of 
the Arkansas Baptist State Conven-
tion (ABSC) as director of continu-
ing theological education.

“Burton was passionate in his 
desire to make theological studies 
available to anyone demonstrating 
a genuine interest in training for 
ministry,” said Tim Deahl, ABSC 
executive support team member 
and current director of continu-
ing theological education. “Due in 
part to his own background, Burton 

consistently demonstrated a vibrant 
love for those who were not able, or 
who had missed earlier opportuni-
ties, to pursue more formal avenues 
of study. His desire was to 
make theological training ac-
cessible to all.”

Perry was born in Newark, 
N.J., in 1920 to Mary Kriebel 
Heebner Perry and Wayne 
Llewellyn Perry and grew up 
in Philadelphia, Pa. He met 
Mae Alice Vautier while at-
tending Bible classes, and 
they were married in 1942 
before moving to eastern Kentucky 
as home missionaries (now called 
North American missionaries) 
where they directed the Dessie Scott 
Children’s Home.

While in Kentucky, Burton fur-
thered his education at a junior col-
lege. He was a pastor of a church 
in Magoffin County, Ky. Following 

the desire to further his col-
lege education, Burton and 
Alice moved to Arkadel-
phia, where he began a life 
of bi-vocational ministry. He 
served as bi-vocational pastor 
for a number of churches, 
including Mount Zion Bap-
tist Church, Arkadelphia; 
Bethlehem Baptist Church, 
Gurdon; East Whelen Bap-

tist Church, Gurdon, and Harmony 
Hill Baptist Church, Arkadelphia 
(now disbanded).

But being a pastor was just one 
of many hats Perry wore. He did 

pulpit supply and music supply, per-
formed weddings, visited with the 
sick, taught a Bible class and much 
more. He served for 16 years as a 
volunteer music minister at Highway 
Baptist Church, North Little Rock. 

When he lived in Kentucky, he 
even “rode horseback to one-room 
school houses up the ‘hollers’ to 
hold Bible classes,” according to his 
obituary.

He also worked as a territorial 
sales manager for a firm in Little 
Rock.

Perry continued his educational 
pursuits, earning a bachelor’s de-
gree at the University of Arkansas, 
Little Rock, in 1985 and a degree 
from Midwestern Baptist Theologi-
cal Seminary in Kansas City, Mo., at 
the age of 72.

According to his obituary, “It was 
at that time of his life he fulfilled his 
passion – to make theological educa-
tion available to anyone, especially 
bi-vocational ministers, who would 
not be able to receive it otherwise.” 
The obituary added he directed 
theological education for the ABSC 
before retiring in 2002.

He also served as an adjunct 
professor for Southwestern Baptist 
Theological Seminary.

Perry was preceded in death by 
his parents, a daughter, a sister, two 
brothers, a granddaughter and a 
great-granddaughter.

He is survived by his wife of 72 
years, two daughters, a son-in-law, 
nine grandchildren, 26 great-grand-
children and 16 great-great-grand-
children.

Funeral services were held June 
3 at Heber Springs Baptist Church, 
Heber Springs. Burial took place at 
Rest Hills Cemetery in Sherwood. 

Perry

Read the ABN’s new 
e-publication ABN Link 

@
 www.arkansasbaptist.org



“MY GRATITUDE for WMU (Woman’s Mis-
sionary Union) runs deep. Were it not for WMU 
and its organizations, I would never have made 
it to the mission field,” said Nan Owens, former 
International Mission Board (IMB) missionary 
and former WMU adult division director at the 
Arkansas Baptist State Convention (ABSC). 

She explained she had grown up in a Mission-
ary Baptist church with no missions organiza-
tions. 

“But when I joined a Southern Baptist church, 
one of the first things I ran into was YWA (Young 
Woman’s Auxiliary),” she said, referring to the 
WMU entity that eventually transitioned into 
Acteens.

She hadn’t known, at the time, how missionar-
ies were supported or even that women could be 
missionaries.

“In fact, all I knew was that I wanted to reach 
as many people as possible for Jesus,” Owens 
said. “WMU has been an outlet for that desire 
from day one.”

Her story is one of many about 
how WMU has inspired, encour-
aged and equipped men, women, 
boys and girls for 125 years. 

“Before Arkansas WMU came 
along, women missionaries – 
predominately single women – 
would write back to the various 
churches in the states to get peo-
ple to pray and give,” said Debbie 
Moore, ABSC missions support team member. 

“They finally realized that they would be more 
effective by organizing their efforts into a clear 
network of people for the purpose of obtaining 
even more prayer and giving,” said Moore.

In the 125 years since its founding in 1888, 
WMU has blossomed into multiple organiza-
tions and ministries.

Each organization seeks to provide missions 
education and opportunities to different age 
and/or gender groups. Preschoolers participate 
in Mission Friends, while children in grades one 
through six can take part in the coed Children 
in Action organization or girls can take part in 
Girls in Action and boys can take part in Royal 
Ambassadors. Organizations for students grades 
seven through 12 range from the coed Youth on 

Ark. WMU celebrates 125 years of missions ed

Then and now
First Baptist Church, Rogers, held Girls’ Auxiliary (now known as Girls in Action) coronations (left). Girls in Action from Second 
Baptist Church, Russellville, (above right) recently took detergent, dryer sheets and quarters, along with information about their 
church and the purpose of the Laundry Love mission project, to a local Laundromat.

Mission organization to Acteens for girls and 
Challengers for boys; collegians and other young 
women can take part in myMISSION. Adult 
organizations include Adults on Mission and 

Women on Mission.
In addition to its core orga-

nizations, WMU has a series of 
endowments and scholarships, as 
well as a variety of ministries.

Ministries include Christian 
Women’s Job Corps and Chris-
tian Men’s Job Corps; Project 
HELP; WorldCrafts; Pure Water, 
Pure Love; Missionary Parents 
Fellowship; Baptist Nursing Fel-

lowship; International Initiatives; FamilyFEST 
and MissionsFEST, and la Unión Femenil Misio-
nera, which is the Hispanic branch of Arkansas 
WMU.

Julia Ketner, former Arkansas WMU executive 
director for more than 30 years, shared why mis-
sions education is still important today. 

She once heard Baker James Cauthen, who 
served for a time as president of the Foreign Mis-
sion Board (now IMB), say, “What we do about 
world missions is in direct proportion to what 
we know.” 

It is a sentiment that has stuck with Ketner 
through the years. 

“I believe Arkansas WMU is vital for churches 
… because it is an educational organization begin-
ning with preschoolers up,” she said. “If we don’t 

know about the needs, how are we going to get 
involved? And if we don’t know what the prayer 
concerns are, … how will we pray? … If we don’t 
know what our money does, … will we give?” 

Ketner stressed that there are a number of 
ways to be involved in WMU – ways that fit every 
age and situation. And she explained that “it’s 
not all about meetings.”

“That is one way to get the job done – and its 
only one way. There are other ways to do it,” she 
said, explaining churches need to engage people 
in a way that fits their lifestyles and meets needs 
in today’s culture.

She said WMU groups can gather anytime and 
anywhere, and they can involve a variety of ac-
tivities like prayer, Bible study or ministry. And 
it doesn’t have to be a large group that gathers. 
It can be two or three women – or even a coed 
group. 

Diane Parker, ABSC missions support team 
leader and Arkansas WMU executive director, 
shared her desire for Arkansas WMU as it con-
tinues into its next years of ministry. 

“My hope for the future of Arkansas WMU is 
that the organization will continue to be strong 
in its vision of missions education and disciple-
ship, mentoring the next generations of mission-
hearted Christ-followers, who will share Christ 
around the world in the coming years,” she said.

Arkansas WMU will celebrate its 125th an-
niversary at the Wellspring event July 26-27 at 
Immanuel Baptist Church, Little Rock.

Focus on:

seven through 12 range from the coed Youth on ning with preschoolers up,” she said. “If we don’t Immanuel Baptist Church, Little Rock.

For more information on WMU, visit www.wmu.com

Ark. Woman’s Missionary Union
Celebrating 125 years of missions

Girls take part in the first Arkansas Young Woman’s Auxiliary  
(YWA) House Party on Pinnacle Mountain in July 1931. 



1888:
WMU 
organized

1912:
Arkansas WMU has first 
permanent headquarters

1935:
State missions offering 
named for Dixie Jackson

1927:
First state missions 
offering is $1,070.78

1921:
GA camps 
begin

1894:
First week of self denial 
for foreign missions held

1926:
RA camps 
begin

1924:
First statewide GA 
conference held

1950:
WMU gives $10,000 to help 
ABSC finish paying off debt

1950:
WMU donates $1,413.59 toward 
Ouachita Baptist College library 

1948:
First state RA 
conference held

1961:
Sunbeams 
celebrates 75 years

1985:
Baptist Nursing 
Fellowship organized

1978:
Ark. Lottie Moon gifts 
exceed $1 million

1888:
WMU 
organized

3013
Where will we 
go from here?

Ark. Woman’s Missionary Union 
125 years of missions

ARKANSAS Woman’s Missionary 
Union (WMU) has invested 125 
years in educating men, women, 
boys and girls about missions and 
providing them with opportunities 
to take part in missions. Each year, 
WMU provides a number of events. 

Below is the 2013-14 schedule:

July 2013
26-27: Wellspring and Arkansas 
WMU 125th celebration, Immanu-
el Baptist Church, Little Rock 

August 2013
21-23: Ethnic Leadership Summit, 
national WMU, Birmingham, Ala.

September 2013
6: Missionary kids/third culture 
kids back-to-school supper, 
Ouachita Baptist University
6-7: Hispanic Unión Femenil Mis-
ionera (UFM) retreat, Pinecrest 
Camp, Ozone 
13-14: Camp-O-Rama, Spring Lake 
Camp, Lonsdale
13-14: Girls in Action (GAs)/Chil-
dren in Action missions experience, 
Spring Lake Camp, Lonsdale 
15-22: Week of Prayer for Arkansas 
Missions and Dixie Jackson 
Arkansas Missions Offering

October 2013
11: Women’s mission trip/retreat, 
McPherson prison, Newport
18-20: Christian Women’s Job 
Corps site coordinator retreat, Oaks 
Manor Conference and Retreat 

Center, Van 
Buren

Woman’s Missionary Union 
plans events for 2013-14

WMU executive board
The Arkansas Woman’s Missionary Union executive board from 
left: Susan Yates, Fort Smith; Kerry Jones, Sherwood; Diane 
Blackwood, president, Jonesboro; Vickie Miller, Beebe; Vickey 
Lloyd, Fayetteville; Carolyn Tanneberger, Fayetteville; Linda 
Robins, Gentry; Leva Hulin, Mount Ida; Carol Foster, vice presi-
dent, Walcott; Pam Groves, Warren; Delores Skender, Crossett; 
Kaye Miller, Little Rock; Ruby Kite, Russellville; Mary Katherine 
Webster, treasurer, Bryant; Cindy Barker, secretary, North Little 
Rock; Dixie Androes, Rogers; Diane Parker, executive director, 
Sherwood. Not pictured: Evelyn Bishop, Calico Rock, and Becky 
Black, DeWitt.

Royal Ambassadors
returns to WMU

AS ARKANSAS Woman’s Missionary 
Union celebrates 125 years, another 
celebration is also underway – the cel-
ebration of 100 years of girls’ missions 
education. Over the last century, mis-
sions education has been encouraging 
girls to understand missions, know 

what it takes be a missionary and en-
courage the support of missions. What 
began as Girls’ Auxiliary in 1913, has 
transitioned to what is known today 
as Girls in Action (GAs) and Acteens. 

All are invited to a special celebra-
tion for GA leaders from the past and 

present July 27 at the Wellspring event. 
Another celebration will take place 

at Missions Getaway for Girls Sept 21-
22. 

For more information about the 
100th celebration, contact Charity 
Gardner at cgardner@absc.org.

Girls in Action celebrates 100 years
Girls in Action (GAs) has sought to minister to girls throughout the decades. Girls gather for the state GA camp in 1939 (above left). First Baptist Church, Benton, holds a 100th birthday 
brunch April 20 in honor of GA’s anniversary (above right). 

ABSC missions support team
The Arkansas Baptist State Convention missions support team exists to help Arkansas Baptists in their quest for 
missions education and missions involvement that fits their church. Members of the missions support team 
from left: Travis McCormick, men and boys missions education; Charity Gardner, preschool children and students 
missions education; Diane Parker, team leader; Debbie Moore, women’s missions and ministry; Ava McClintock, 
ministry assistant, and Ashley Sumners, ministry assistant.

ARKANSAS Woman’s Missionary 
Union (WMU) will celebrate its 125th 
anniversary at the Wellspring 2013 
event, a two-day inspirational missions 
event for Arkansas women. Wellspring 
will take place July 26-27 at Immanuel 
Baptist Church, Little Rock. WMU’s 
celebration will occur during the 7 p.m. 
session Friday, July 26.

The Wellspring schedule is below:

Friday, July 26
2 p.m. – Registration, photo booth, 
bookstore
3 p.m. – Early bird breakout sessions
4 p.m. – Early bird breakout sessions 
5 p.m. –  Dinner on your own; WMU 
Foundation dinner; Ministers’ Wives 
Fellowship dinner; exhibits and book-
store open; registration continues with 
photo booth
7 p.m. – Session one: Arkansas WMU 
125th Celebration
Program in worship center: Diane 

Blackwood, historical drama, Gayla 
Parker, Wanda Lee, Julia Ketner, Diane 
Parker, Rachel Wait Ekenseair, Bertha 
and Berniece
125th birthday party fellowship in 
Horne Hall

Saturday, July 27
8:30 a.m. – Session two: Arkansas 
WMU Annual Business Session: Diane 
Blackwood, Dixie Androes, Wanda Lee, 
Carolyn Porterfield, Lorna Bius, Gayla 
Parker, Kaye Miller, Diane Parker
10 a.m. – Break: exhibits and bookstore 
open throughout morning
10:15 a.m. – Breakout sessions
11:15 a.m. – Breakout sessions
12:15 p.m. – Lunch on site; exhibits 
and bookstore open
1:30 p.m. – Session three: The Story 
Continues: Diane Blackwood, Wanda 
Lee, Sandy Wisdom Martin, Ericka 
Stuckey, Melinda Bunyard, Gayla Park-
er, Bertha and Berniece

Wellspring set  for July 26-27, 
WMU to celebrate at event

WMU awards 
scholarships 

Kailen Johnson
Ouachita Baptist 
University student
Hometown: Magnolia
Church: Second 
Baptist, Arkadelphia

Morgan Middleton
UCA, Conway 
graduate 2013
Enrolling in 
Southwestern Baptist 
Theological Seminary 
fall 2013
Hometown: Benton
Church: Trinity 
Baptist, Benton

Sara Walker
Ouachita Baptist 
University student
Hometown: Sulphur 
Springs, Texas
Church: Second 
Baptist, Arkadelphia

Cydney Fletcher
Ouachita Baptist 
University student
Hometown: Little 
Rock
Church: Park Hill 
Baptist, Arkadelphia

Nancy Cooper Scholarship 
recipients 2013-2014

Lillian May Scholarship 
recipient 2013-2014

Find out more by visiting  the ABSC missions 
support team online at www.absc.org/msteam
or call 501-376-4791, ext. 5137. Or find them on 

Facebook as Arkansas Woman’s Missionary Union 

ARKANSAS Woman’s Missionary 
Union is encouraging Arkansas Baptists 
to reach $125,000 in its Touch Tomor-
row Today Endowment. 

An anonymous donor has agreed to 
match each gift given by July 15 up to 

$5,000. 
Donations can be made at wmufoun-

dation.com. Or gifts can be mailed to 
WMU Foundation, Arkansas TTT, 
100 Missionary Ridge, Birmingham, 
AL 35242.

Touch Tomorrow Today
WMU urges Arkansas Baptists:

ROYAL AMBASSADORS (RAs) 
is back with Woman’s Mission-

ary Union (WMU). 
Organized by 
WMU, RAs was 
transferred to the 
Brotherhood Com-
mission, (now the 

North American Mission Board) 
for a time. With the addition 
of RAs, WMU provides Chris-
tian men with the resources to 
educate and mentor boys to help 
them grow spiritually and guide 
them to lead a missions lifestyle.  

WMU highlights ministries

CWJC/CMJC equips women and 
men in a Christian context for life 
and employment through mentor-
ing, classes and more.

Christian Women’s Job 
Corps/Christian Men’s Job 
Corps

WorldCrafts de-
velops sustainable, 
fair-trade businesses 
among people who 

live in poverty around the world. 

WorldCrafts

Project HELP identi-
fies social and moral 
issues and leads the 
Church to address 
the issue. Issues have 

ranged from hunger and poverty to 
HIV/AIDS. The current focus is 
human exploitation.

Project HELP

Missionary Parents 
Fellowship – Parents 
as Partners – gives sup-
port, encouragement, 

fellowship and a way of connecting 
for parents of International Mission 
Board personnel.  

Missionary Parents 
Fellowship

Baptist Nursing 
Fellowship

BNF offers its members 
special training and 
continuing education 

units, funds to assist with expenses 
of mission trips, a prayer and fellow-
ship network and an avenue through 
which they can use their health care 
expertise.

Pure Water, Pure Love

Pure Water, Pure 
Love provides clean 
drinking water for 
missionaries and 
those they serve at no 
cost to them.

International 
Initiatives
WMU provides a 
number of interna-
tional mission trips 
each year.

FamilyFEST/MissionsFEST

Preplanned mission 
trips offer easy ways 
for families to serve 

through FamilyFEST and adults to 
serve through MissionsFEST.

Hispanic UFM

La Unión Feme-
nil Misionera, the 
Hispanic branch of 
Arkansas WMU, 

reaches out to women of all ages.

Scholarships

WMU offers multiple 
scholarships to students 
annually.

28: Missionary Parents Fellowship, 
Cross Church Pinnacle Hills, Rogers
29-30: Arkansas Baptist State Con-
vention (ABSC) Annual Meeting, 
Cross Church Pinnacle Hills, Rogers

November 2013
4: Baptist Women's World Day of 
Prayer 

December 2013
1-8: Week of Prayer for International 
Missions and Lottie Moon 
Christmas Offering 

January 2014
11-13: WMU board meeting, 
Shocco Springs, Ala.

February 2014
15: Children’s Ministry Day

March 2014
1: Hispanic UFM Congresso, First 
Baptist Church, Russellville
2-9: Week of Prayer for North Amer-
ican Missions and Annie Armstrong 
Easter Offering

April 2014
4-6: Student CONNECT, Forrest 
City
25-27: Student CONNECT, Little 
Rock

May 2014
16-17: Royal Ambassadors Camp-O-
Rama, Tri-County Baptist Camp
16-17: GAs mission weekend, 
Tri-County Baptist Camp
17: Missionary Parents Fellowship, 
ABSC building, Little Rock

July 2014
25-26: Wellspring/WMU annual 
meeting, Baring Cross Baptist 
Church, Sherwood

For more information about WMU, 
visit www.wmu.com

1991:
Ark. Annie Armstrong 
gifts exceed $1 million 

1998:
Missionary Parents Fellow-
ship organized in Ark. 

2012: 
RAs returns 
to WMU

2007: 
National MK re-entry re-
treats held in Arkansas

1999:
Dixie Jackson gifts 
pass $1 million 



Thanks WMU for your faithfulness to 
missions through the years!
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continued from page one
scouts

ity to relate to his experience, Noelte 
became a positive influence on his 
development as a young man and 
his walk with Christ.

As a leader among his fellow 
Scouts, Penn decided he would sup-
port First Baptist’s decision to leave 
BSA.

“I knew that the best way to 
show leadership to the kids was by 
standing up for what I believed in. I 
didn’t want to seem like a half-and-
half Christian by saying that homo-
sexuality is wrong while continuing 
to participate in the organization,” 
Penn explained.

During the final meeting of 
Troop 542 May 28, Noelte explained 
to Scouts the church’s decision.

“Some of the boys did not under-
stand that it was beyond my control 
that we were not going to be able to 
keep the charter. … I said, ‘I don’t 
wish to abandon the boys. I only 
wish to be the person that you re-
spect. It is because of the values that 
I have, it is because of my integrity 
and my faith, and my unwillingness 
to compromise my faith, that has 
forced me to make this decision,” 
said Noelte.

“The BSA are the one’s that 
have dropped the ball,” said Noelte. 
“How could I be the leader of boys 
and never once say that homosexual-

ity is wrong? I embrace any sinner, 
but I could not be part of an organi-
zation that condoned sin.”

Reed said the church’s unani-
mous decision to revoke Troop 
542’s charter was a reaction to the 
church’s inability to affirm homo-
sexuality as moral. Reed said the 
church loves all people and wel-
comes any sinner, regardless of their 
sin, into their church but that they 
do not ignore sin.

“Here is the decision that we 
made. We can’t allow a group to 
teach something in our building 
that we totally disagree 
with, something that we be-
lieve is Scripturally wrong. 
Our Scout leaders were 
going to be forced to teach 
that homosexuality is OK. 
They were going to have to 
betray their faith in order 
to be a Boy Scout. And we 
did not want to put them in 
that situation,” said Reed.

“We acknowledge that we have ho-
mosexual students here on Wednes-
day night, we have adults on Sunday 
that are here that have been forgiven 
of homosexuality and we have some 
that are struggling through it now 
and looking for God’s help. … No-
body is condemned; they are all 
given hope through Christ. But no 
sin is condoned. We don’t condone 
gossip either,” the pastor told the Ar-
kansas Baptist News (ABN).

First Baptist, Gravel Ridge, is 
one of many Baptist churches across 

Arkansas that had BSA charters be-
fore the organization’s recent policy 
change. Central Baptist Church, 
Magnolia, has a BSA charter that 
dates back to 1946. 

Central Baptist Pastor Michael 
Seabaugh told the ABN the church 
disagrees with the recent changes 
within BSA.

“We are really sad that they (BSA) 
have chosen to introduce something 
that is totally inappropriate, that is 
the idea of sexual orientation, into 
Scouting. We are talking about un-
derage boys, and sexuality should 

not even be an issue. We 
are trying to figure out how 
to respond. We are trying 
to see what options develop 
out of this. The decision 
will change our relationship 
with scouting,” he said.

Seabaugh said that Cen-
tral Baptist’s BSA troop’s 
region voted against the re-

cent policy change and the pastor 
said that at this time the church is 
still determining the fate of their 
BSA charter. However, Seabaugh 
said, “We are not going to be going 
forward with Scouting as it stands.”

In light of BSA’s decision to allow 
homosexual Scouts, churches like 
First Baptist Church, Gravel Ridge, 
and Central Baptist Church, Mag-
nolia, are actively seeking other boys 
organizations in which to become 
involved, organizations that share 
their Christian worldview. 

One such organization which 
Southern Baptist churches across 
Arkansas are looking to is Royal Am-
bassadors (RAs), a boys missionary 
education ministry originally found-
ed by the Southern Baptist Conven-
tion’s Woman’s Missionary Union 
(WMU) in 1908.

“There are similarities between 
RAs and Boy Scouts, but there are 
also differences,” said Steve Heart-
sill, managing editor of RAs resourc-
es for WMU. “We are a missions 
education organization. So missions 
education is our primary goal, but 
RAs do participate in camp craft, 
they participate in Racers that boys 
do in Boy Scouts, they participate in 
hiking and exercise programs and all 
those things.”

“We think that RAs is a wonder-
ful organization to train young men 
up right. We are excited that God 
is opening doors for people to hear 
about us, maybe for the first time,” 
said Heartsill. 

“We are not trying to take advan-
tage of any situation or any organiza-
tion. We are going to continue to do 
what we feel called to do and that 
is providing good quality missions 
education for boys,” he added.

Travis McCormick, a member of 
the Arkansas Baptist State Conven-
tion missions ministry team said 
that he is available to assist churches 
and groups interested in RAs or 
would like more information on the 
organization.

Contact Caleb Yarbrough at caleb@
arkansasbaptist.org.

ChurCh ServiCeS DireCtory

Baptistries/steeples
Construction Sales Co., Inc.
P.O. Box 1049
Magnolia, AR 71753-1049
800-526-9663  FAX: 870-234-6475
Also laminated wood arches, beams and decking

church Facility Planner
Sowell Architects
1315 North Street, Suite 100
Conway, AR  72034
501-450-9633 FAX: 501-450-7228
Email: rik@sowellarchitects.com
www.sowellarchitecs.com
Master planning, site analysis
and all architectural services

The BDA Design Group, Inc.
10 North State Line Avenue, Suite 201
Texarkana, AR  71854
1-800-469-1193 Fax: 870-773-0163
Email: gsdbda@cableone.net
www.bdadesign.com
Architectural, Planning, Consulting, 
Long-Range Planning, Master Plans, 
Site-Facilities Evaluations

Clements & Associates/Architecture
507 Main Street
North Little Rock, AR  72114
501-375-3380/501-375-8231 (fax)
www.clementsarchitects.com
Architectural design and Master Planning Services,
Historic Preservation Consultants

church Furnishings
Covenant Church Furniture
SOLID WOOD CONSTRUCTION
Ozark, MO  – 800-248-8055
Email: sales@covenantchurchfurniture.com
www.covenantchurchfurniture.com
Pews, Chairs, Chancel Furniture, Upholstery, 
Baptisteries, Steeples, Cupolas, Crosses, Theater/
Auditorium Seating and Custom Wood Products

To place your business in the 
monthly Church Service 

Directory, contact Nelle at 
501-376-4791, ext. 5153, or 
nelle@arkansasbaptist.org.

church Insurance
Michael B Russell, MA, MBA
Member, First Baptist Church, Springdale
Mike Russell & Associates
P.O. Box 709, Bentonville, AR 72712
877-715-5336, 479-657-6369 fax
www.protectmychurch.org   AR Ins. Lic. #185726
Non-profit - Church - Commercial - Employee Benefits

Kitchen Equipment
& supplies
Aimco Equipment Co. 
10001 Colonel Glenn Rd.
Little Rock, AR 72204
501-228-0808

Lighting & sound
American AVL
800-352-7222
Little Rock/Jackson/Ruston/New Orleans
Audio, Video, & Lighting Systems & Equipment
Ask about our free site needs AVL review

Playgrounds
Rusty Peoples - rusty@peopleslandscaping.com
479-769-0580, (toll-free) 866-388-1365 
Quality park-playground equip, surfacing & shades
Free design consultations
www.heartlandparks.com

calvinism report
urges Baptists 
to ‘stand together’
NASHVILLE (BP) – A 19-member 
Calvinism advisory committee has 
issued its report to Southern Baptist 
Convention Executive Committee 
President Frank Page, acknowledg-
ing tension and disagreement within 
the denomination on the issue while 
urging Southern Baptists to “grant 
one another liberty” and “stand to-
gether” for the Great Commission.

“We can talk like brothers and 
sisters in Christ, and we can work 
urgently and eagerly together,” the 
3,200-word report reads. “We have 
learned that we can have just this 
kind of conversation together, and 
we invite all Southern Baptists to 
join together in this worthy spirit of 
conversation. But let us not neglect 
the task we are assigned. The world 
desperately needs to hear the prom-
ise of the Gospel.”

The advisory team was assembled 
by Page in August 2012 to advise him 
on developing “a strategy whereby 
people of various theological persua-
sions can purposely work together in 
missions and evangelism.” The team 
was not an official committee of the 
convention.

The committee was composed of 
Calvinists and non-Calvinists from 
different walks of life in the conven-
tion. The report lists areas of theo-
logical agreement and acknowledges 
differences between the two camps, 
saying, “We do indeed have some 
challenging but not insurmountable 
points of tension.” The committee 
says its goal was to “speak truthfully, 
honestly, and respectfully” about the 
issue, and that disagreements over 
Calvinism should not “threaten our 
Great Commission cooperation.” 

“We affirm that Southern Bap-
tists stand together in a commitment 
to cooperate in Great Commission 
ministries,” the report says. “We af-
firm that, from the very beginning 
of our denominational life, Calvin-
ists and non-Calvinists have cooper-
ated together. We affirm that these 
differences should not threaten our 
eager cooperation in Great Commis-
sion ministries.

“We deny that the issues now 
discussed among us should in any 
way undermine or hamper our work 
together if we grant one another 
liberty and extend to one another 
charity in these differences. Nei-
ther those insisting that Calvinism 
should dominate Southern Baptist 
identity nor those who call for its 
elimination should set the course 
for our life together.”

Southern Baptists, the report says, 
should “not only acknowledge but 
celebrate the distinctive contribu-
tions made by the multiple streams 
of our Southern Baptist heritage.” 

Read the report in its entirety 
at www.arkansasbaptist.org/calvin-
ismreport.

Read coverage of the sBc Annual Meeting in the June 27 
edition of the Arkansas Baptist News
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C l a s s i f i e d s
PASTOR

First Baptist Church, Dumas, is seeking a full-
time pastor. Send resumes to First Baptist 
Church, Pastor Search Committee, 200 East Water-
man, Dumas, AR 71639 or email to FBCdumas@
centurytel.net.

Southern Heights Baptist Church, Berryville, is 
seeking a full-time pastor. Please send resumes 
to Pastor Search Committee, 279 Hwy 221 S., Ber-
ryville, AR 72616 or shbc@windstream.net. 

Coronado Baptist Church, Hot Springs Village, 
is seeking a full-time pastor. Send resumes to 
Coronado Baptist Church, Pastor Search Commit-
tee, coronadobap@sbcglobal.net or mail to 198 
Carmona Center Drive, Suite 4, Hot Springs Village, 
AR 71909.

First Baptist Church, Lewisville, is seeking a 
pastor. Send resumes to Pastor Search Commit-
tee at P.O. Box 97, Lewisville, AR 71845 or email to 
lewfbc@whti.net.

Elliott Baptist Church, Camden, is seeking a 
full-time pastor. Send resume to Elliott Baptist 
Church, Pastor Search Committee, 4189 Hwy. 376 

South, Camden, AR 71701. Phone: 870-231-6411.
First Baptist Church, Manila, is seeking a full-

time pastor. We are a two-service, mission-
minded church. Send resumes to Pastor Search 
Committee at P.O. Box 644, Osceola, AR 72370, C.O. 
Kenny Noble or email to calebfinley@hotmail.com.

First Baptist Church, Thayer, Mo., is prayerfully 
seeking a full-time senior pastor who be-
lieves in Southern Baptist doctrine and will preach 
the gospel. Mail resumes to First Baptist Church, 
c/o Pastor Search Committee, P.O. Box 43, Thayer, 
MO 65791.

OTHER STAFF POSITIONS

First Baptist, Marlow, Okla., is accepting re-
sumes for the position of associate pastor. Pri-
mary responsibilities include finance, administra-
tion and facilities. Resume may be mailed to Dr. Joe 
Ligon, First Baptist Marlow, P.O. Box 111, Marlow, 
OK 73055 or emailed to jligon@fbcmarlow.org.

First Baptist Church, El Dorado, is currently 
searching for a full-time associate pastor of 
music and corporate worship. Please send 

your resume to gail.beddingfield@fbceldorado.
org. For questions, please call Matt Pearson at the 
church office: 870-863-7177.

Roberson Baptist Church, Lonoke, is seeking 
pianist. If interested, please call Larry Childers: 
501-454-0332.

Harlan Park Baptist Church, Conway, is look-
ing for a part-time worship pastor to join 
our team. Send resume to Pastor Gary Mitchell at 
garynmitchell@hotmail.com or to 1895 Dave Ward 
Drive, Conway, AR 72034. 

Southside Baptist, Palestine, Texas, seeks full-
time student minister to lead dynamic min-
istry with great potential for growth. Education and 
experience as lead student minister preferred. Send 
resume to drwoody06@msn.com.

Walnut Valley Baptist Church, Hot Springs, is 
currently seeking part-time worship pastor. 
Contact Tim Forrest, tforrest@cablelynx.com or 
send to 1698 N. Hwy. 7, Hot Springs, AR 71909.

Camp Paron is seeking a married couple 
willing to work flexible hours and varied tasks. 
Housing may be included as part of the pay pack-
age. Call 501-837-7362 for more information.

Holly Springs Baptist Church, Holly Springs, has 
two bi-vocational positions open - youth pastor 
and worship leader. Call David Dillard at 870-
687-1590 for information.

 Pleasant Grove Baptist Church in West Little 
Rock is looking for a part-time worship pas-
tor to join our team as we strive to make a big deal 
of the BIG God we serve! Send resume to Pastor 
Chris Kinzler at ckinzler@pleasantgrovelr.org. 

MISCELLANEOUS

Karen (Burmese) congregation in Clarksville is 
looking for a donated van. Please contact Darrell 
Bridges at 479-754-3240.

T-211-1 Series, HAMMOND Organ. Con-
tact: Donna Faulkner – 501-993-8391.

Members of First Southern Baptist Church, Bryant, worship in the church’s newly renovated 
facility. Sunday, June 2 was the grand opening of the First Southern’s new sanctuary.

New sanctuaryRuth Maynard was honored May 12 at Concord Baptist Church, Van Buren, at her retirement from 
teaching after completing 60 years of teaching Sunday school (1953-2013). Pictured from left: 
Carole Gilbert, Maynard’s daughter; Maynard; Harold Maynard, her son, and Dale Walker, church 
pastor.

60 years teaching

WYNNE – Priscilla and Jimmy Rhodes share 
more than family ties with their grandson and 
granddaughter, Elijah Douglas and Laynee Bur-
nett. They now share the same faith.

The four were recently baptized together at 
Three Trees Cowboy Church, Wynne, where 
Tracy Wilson serves as pastor.

“It was just awesome,” said Jimmy Rhodes. 
For Priscilla and Jimmy Rhodes, the decision 

represented a rededication of their lives to Christ. 
Sharon Jones, church clerk at Three Trees Cow-

boy Church, explained the couple had not been 
attending church consistently for a while. How-
ever, after hearing about the cowboy church in the 
area, they decided to visit.

She said they “rededicated their lives because 
they knew they had not been living like they 
should and wanted to make everything right with 
the Lord.”

Their grandchildren also began attending and 
soon accepted Christ.

“They (the family) stated they have gone to 
other churches, but they were not the right ones 
for them; but when they came to Three Trees, 

they could feel the presence of the Holy Spirit and 
knew God was in it, and they knew they needed 
to be here and this was the right church for them 
where they could understand and listen to God’s 
Word be preached,” said Jones.

Jones added the church is happy they are with 
them.

“But better yet, (we are) just happy they chose 
our Lord and Savior to be theirs so they can spend 
eternity with Him now no matter where they 
serve,” she said.

Jimmy Rhodes said he has seen a change in 
their lives.

“We just enjoy going to church, and we try to 
go every chance we get now,” he said. “All of us 
just seem closer together.”

The church has baptized more than 100 people 
since they started a little more than two years ago.

Grandparents, grandchildren baptized together

Family baptism:
Jimmy Rhodes (above and bottom left) was baptized with his 
wife, Priscilla Rhodes (bottom, third from left), and grandchildren 
Elijah Douglas (bottom, second from left) and Laynee Burnett.

ACROSS ARKANSAS
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While many Arkansans were looking forward to the warmer temperatures of spring, a team of 
six from Washing Madison Baptist Association went to Wasilla, Alaska, to serve the Settlers Bay 
Community Church May 16-25. The “dirt work team” of six did excavating and bulldozing, poured 
a concrete retaining wall and poured two concrete sidewalks. The team consisted of Keith Austin, 
Sang Avenue Baptist Church, Fayetteville; Doug Laningham, First Baptist Church, Prairie Grove; Betty 
Petrie, Farmington Baptist Church, Farmington; Charles and Nona Wyche, Sonora Baptist Church, 
Springdale, and Ron Lomax, First Baptist Church, Fayetteville, and associational missionary for 
Washing Madison Baptist Association.

Alaska mission

Sgt. Douglas Taggart, a member of Central Baptist Church, Jonesboro, visited Carla McKinney’s kin-
dergarten class at Ridgefield Christian School in Jonesboro days after returning from Afghanistan. 
Taggart has been the class’s mission project this school year. They have written letters and sent care 
packages to him. Taggart presented the class with a flag that flew in their honor over his post in 
Afghanistan. He and his wife, Jessica, brought snacks to the students in thanks for the snacks they 
sent him.

Afghan vet visits school

Church life
Mount Pleasant Baptist Church, 

Maynard, will celebrate a homecom-
ing with afternoon singing July 21.

Milestones
Billy George West, pastor of Sul-

phur Springs Baptist Church, Pine 
Bluff, is retiring effective June 30.

On the move
David Mason is serving on the 

staff of Central Baptist Association 
as associational missionary. He pre-
viously served as pastor of All Points 
Church, Benton.

Haven Heights Baptist Church, 
Fort Smith, hosted a retirement 
reception for Neal and Nita 
Prock June 2 in the church’s 
new family life center. Haven 
Heights Baptist showed their 
appreciation for Neal Prock’s 36 
years as pastor and Nita Prock’s 
30 years as nursery coordina-
tor. About 30 men surrendered 
to preach under Neal Prock’s 
preaching, a number of whom 
were in attendance, along with 
a host of friends and family.

Prock retires

STAR CITY – Myron “Bud” Cal-
houn, pastor of Reydell Baptist 
Church, Reydell, raised his hand in 
joy as his uncle arose from the bap-
tismal waters at Fellowship Bible 
Church, Star City, March 20.

Calhoun knew he was witnessing 
more than a baptism that day. He was 
also witnessing the answer to a prayer 
of more than 20 years, a prayer that 
his 80-year-old uncle, Pete Calhoun, 
would be baptized. 

Though he is confident his uncle 

had been saved and was a faithful 
churchgoer, he had never been bap-
tized, and for two decades, Bud Cal-
houn had encouraged him to do it.

So finally, more than 40 people 
watched as Bud Calhoun and Pete 
Kiefhaber, pastor of Fellowship Bible 
Church, baptized him.

“Yes, prayer still works,” said Bud 
Calhoun. “And as my helpmate said 
to me about the baptismal devotion-
al message, ‘Never quit praying and 
never, never give up.’”

God answers prayer 
of more than 20 years

‘Prayer still works’

Pete Kiefhaber (left), pastor of Fellowship Bible Church, Star City, and Myron “Bud” Calhoun, pastor 
of Reydell Baptist Church, Reydell, baptize Calhoun’s uncle, Pete Calhoun.

Visit the ABN online at www.arkansasbaptist.org 
or find us on Facebook and Twitter as ArkBaptNews

Across ArkAnsAs

Submit your church news to 
gayla@arkansasbaptist.org 

or call 800-838-2272, ext. 5153
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Job’s friends appear to be knowl-
edgeable and wise. Eliphaz stressed 
personal experiences and observa-
tions (Job 4:8, 15). Bildad spoke 
with the voice and authority of tradi-
tion (Job 8:8). Zophar’s counsel was 
religiously legalistic (Job 11:14-15). 
They had knowledge 
but lacked wisdom. Job 
28 speaks of the search, 
securing and source of 
wisdom.

In verses 1-11, Job 
contrasts the search for 
precious metals and 
ores with the search for 
wisdom. Man is success-
ful at mining for silver, 
gold and such but is un-
successful in his search 
for wisdom. 

Job asks in Job 28:12, 
“But where can wisdom be found?” 

This question is rhetorical per-
haps to let his friends know they did 
not possess the wisdom he needed 
for his problem.

Job speaks about the securing of 
wisdom in Job 28:13-19. Wisdom 
can’t be secured with silver, gold, 
precious stones or any earthly cur-
rency. Even if it could be found, peo-
ple can’t fathom its value. Wisdom 

is priceless. 
In verses 20-28, Job reveals the 

source of wisdom. Job asks in verse 
20, “From where then does wisdom 
come?” 

It is hidden from the living (Job 
28:21) and the dead (Job 28:22). 

Job says, “God under-
stands its way, and He 
knows its place” (Job 
28:23, NKJV). 

God is the source of 
true wisdom. 

Job says, “Behold, the 
fear of the Lord, that is 
wisdom, and to depart 
from evil is understand-
ing” (Job 28:28). 

Wisdom is not in the 
counsel of many opin-
ions; it is turning from 
evil and having rever-

ence for God. Job’s life exemplified 
this. 

In Job 1:8, God asks Satan, “Have 
you considered My servant Job, that 
there is none like him on the earth, 
a blameless and upright man, one 
who fears God and shuns evil?”  

True wisdom is not a result of 
searching or explaining every ques-
tion. It is believing, trusting and 
obeying God’s Word. 

Gerald W. Nash Jr.
chaplain

Second Baptist 
Conway

God spoke the words of the Law 
(Ex. 20:1). Moses was God’s agent to 
bring His Laws to His people and to 
record them for future generations 
(Ex. 24:4). The words came from 
God, who identified Himself to His 
people as their Lord and the One 
who delivered them from 
Egypt (Ex. 20:2).

As the Israelites en-
tered a land where many 
gods were worshipped, 
it was vital they recog-
nized only the one true 
God (Ex. 20:3). Where 
objects, images and na-
ture were worshipped, it 
was important they not 
make or worship any 
representations of the 
invisible God who cre-
ated all things (Ex. 20:4). 
They were also to revere 
the name of God and not misuse 
that name (Ex. 20:7). This Law was 
held in such high regard that Israel-
ites would not speak God’s name or 
allow it to be written in its full form. 

A Sabbath day of rest was to set 
the people apart from the people of 
the land. Where people struggled 
constantly to gain more possessions, 
there was no rest. God’s people were 

to reflect His values and rest as He 
rested. Only worship was allowed on 
the Sabbath (Ex. 20:8-11).

Fathers and mothers were to be 
honored. This reflected God’s value 
of family and recognized the wisdom 
usually seen in older people. Many 

other cultures set aside 
older people as useless. 
The Israelites were to 
honor their parents 
and thus be rewarded 
with long life in the 
Promised Land (Ex. 
20: 12).

Proper relationships 
to others in the com-
munity were stated in 
prohibiting murder, 
theft, false testimony 
and the coveting of 
possessions of neigh-
bors (Ex. 20: 13-17). 

These were basic for order in any 
society but were uncommon among 
the people of Canaan.

Moses sealed the covenant of the 
Law by leading the people in wor-
ship. When he read the Law, they 
agreed to obey everything the Lord 
had said (Ex. 24:7). In the same way, 
as God has revealed His will for our 
lives, He expects us to obey Him. 

George Sims
member

South Highland Baptist
Little Rock

When I was a boy, my family lived 
across from a cotton gin in rural 
Missouri. I would sit in the gin of-
fice and watch the workers weigh 
the cotton trailers when they would 
come in from the fields. They would 
weigh them loaded 
and then weigh them 
again after the cotton 
was removed. One day 
I asked why the trailers 
were weighed twice. A 
worker explained that 
not all cotton trailers 
weighed the same. He 
explained that in the 
old days, some cotton 
farmers would weigh 
down their cotton trail-
ers with all kinds of 
weights to make their 
loads heavier. Weighing the trailers 
twice ensured the gin was only pay-
ing for cotton. In our lesson, Job de-
clares his innocence and is willing to 
be weighed in the balances.

In chapter 31, Job declares his 
innocence. He claims moral purity 
(Job 31:1), honesty (Job 31:5), faith-
fulness to his wife (Job 31:9-10), fair 
treatment of his servants (Job 31:13-
15), help to the poor and orphans 
(Job 31:16-23), rejection of material-

ism (Job 31:24-25), rejection of idol-
atry (Job 31:26-28), kindness toward 
enemies (Job 31:29-32) and confes-
sion of sins (Job 31:33-34).

Job is willing to be weighed in the 
balances, saying, “Let me be weighed 

on honest scales, that 
God may know my integ-
rity” (Job 31:6, NKJV). 

Job seeks God as an 
impartial Judge. He 
said, “Oh, that I had 
one to hear me! Here is 
my mark. Oh, that the 
Almighty would answer 
me, that my Prosecu-
tor had written a book. 
Surely I would carry it on 
my shoulder, and bind it 
on me like a crown” (Job 
31:35-36, NKJV). 

Job is seeking a subpoena from 
God, his Prosecutor. Job is so sure 
of his acquittal that he wants it writ-
ten so he can proudly wear it for all 
to see. 

Would you be willing to say, 
“Lord, weigh me on Your scales and 
write the results down for everyone 
to see”? Would the scales be tipped 
with sin, or would they be balanced, 
therefore revealing your integrity be-
fore God?

Through Moses, God instructed 
the Israelites to prepare a tabernacle 
as a center for worship. It was to be 
made of various pieces of cloth and 
supports but was to be portable as 
they moved from place to place. It 
was to be prepared by 
the most skilled crafts-
men, using the finest 
fabrics, with ornate 
clasps, gold covered 
posts and silver bases 
(Ex. 26:30-33). The peo-
ple donated what was 
needed from the wealth 
they had taken when 
they left Egypt. Even 
the craftsmen applied 
skills they had learned 
in slavery. God had 
made every preparation 
for the building of the tabernacle.

The tabernacle was not a place 
to contain God, but was a place to 
meet with Him. It also included a 
separated place for the holiest ob-
jects held in the Ark of the Cove-
nant (Ex. 26:33). The tabernacle was 
consecrated by God, as were Aaron 
and his sons, who would serve as 
priests. The place of meeting would 
also be a reminder that God was 
present among His people. It would 

be a sign of God’s provision in re-
deeming Israel from slavery. His pur-
pose was to dwell among His people 
and have them know Him as their 
God (Ex. 29:43-46).

The sign of God’s presence with 
His people was the 
cloud that filled the tab-
ernacle. Not even Moses 
could enter the cloud-
filled tent. At night, fire 
was seen in the cloud 
as a further sign. Daily 
living was controlled by 
a sign from the cloud; 
their travels were direct-
ed by the movements of 
the cloud of the Lord. 
They did not leave their 
camping places until 
the cloud lifted. Signifi-

cantly, the cloud and fire were vis-
ible to all the people, not just the 
leaders. Every individual could be 
assured of God’s presence and direc-
tion (Ex. 40:34-38).

Today we experience God’s pres-
ence as believers in Jesus Christ. 
Our Savior promised to never leave 
us and to send the Holy Spirit of 
God to dwell within us. God’s taber-
nacle today is in the hearts of those 
who call Him Lord.

George Sims
member

South Highland Baptist
Little Rock

Gerald W. Nash Jr.
chaplain

Second Baptist 
Conway

God instructs His people
EXODUS 20:1-4, 7-8, 12-17; 24:4-8

BIBLE STUDIES FOR LIFE:

Whom can I trust?
JOB 28:1-4,12-13,15-16, 20-23, 26-28

EXPLORE THE BIBLE:

What do I do now?
JOB 31:5-6, 9-10, 13-17, 24-30, 33-34

EXPLORE THE BIBLE:

God dwells among His people
EXODUS 26:30-33; 29:43-46; 40:34-38

BIBLE STUDIES FOR LIFE:
JUNE 30, 2013

JUNE 23, 2013
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God uses Ark. church to reach India with gospel
BERRYVILLE – In 2006 no one 
could have anticipated the mighty 
way in which God would use Grand-
view Baptist Church, Berryville, to 
reach India for Christ.

Billy McCall, pastor of Grand-
view Baptist, said his church’s in-
volvement with India began when 
church members and others from 
the North Arkansas Baptist Associa-

tion visited the country in 2006 and 
met a pastor working there.

In November 2010, McCall 
and Matt McKinney, a member of 
Grandview, traveled to India by the 
request of the pastor, who cannot be 
named due to security reasons, who 
was ministering there in order to ob-
serve his ministry and to consider 
partnering with him.

The men arrived in India and 
were surprised to see how God was 
using the pastor’s ministry, McCall 
said. God was working through the 
pastor to coordinate an organization 
that, among other things, trained 
pastors and housed orphans.

McCall said he knew the pastor 
planned to buy a parcel of land to 
expand the organization; however, 
he didn’t know at the 
time how God would 
use Grandview to fa-
cilitate expansion. 

After returning 
from India and pray-
ing for God’s guidance, McCall 
said he and McKinney felt the Holy 
Spirit lead them to build a training 
school where local men could be 
trained as pastors and serve their 
native communities.

At the time of McCall and McK-
inney’s visit, the pastor’s ministry 
was training and housing new pas-
tors in a garage, McCall said. The 
facility held only four pastors and 
had no room to house orphans.

“The Lord had spoken to me, and 
I saw the need for that building,” 
McKinney said. “There had to be 
a way to train more pastors. … The 
harvest was plentiful and the work-
ers were few.”

After seeing the land and the 
pastor’s current facilities, McKin-

ney said he felt God was telling him 
his purpose for visiting India was 
to lead the way for the funding of 
a new building – a facility, where 
more pastors could be trained and 
housed and where orphans could be 
taken off the streets, given a place to 
live and told about Christ.

McCall and McKinney proposed 
the project to Grandview in January 

2011. Grandview voted 
to pay for the building 
in March 2011 at an 
originally estimated 
cost of $250,000.

After increases in 
taxes and building costs, the project 
is estimated to cost $350,000. 

McCall said the project was a 
huge leap of faith for Grandview, 
but an even bigger blessing.

So far, McCall said Grandview 
has paid $152,000 toward the note, 
with nearly $21,000 coming from 
donors outside the church.

Once finished this fall, McKinney 
said the building will serve several 
purposes, including housing and 
training up to 35 pastors and hous-
ing up to 30 orphans at a time.

“It’s about getting pastors trained. 
It’s about doing His will and reach-
ing unreached people groups.

“We have said from the begin-
ning, ‘This is (God’s) building,’” 
said McKinney.

Missions

Grandview’s building project in India.
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Family baptism
Priscilla Rhodes is baptized along with her 
husband, Jimmy Rhodes, and their grandchildren, Elijah 
Douglas and Laynee Burnett. See story on Page 12. 
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