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The ABN classi� eds have a new, 
more readable design!

Read them on Page 12.
The ABN classi� eds are a great way to advertise for your church or business. 

You can now submit a classi� ed ad via the ABN website at 

arkansasbaptist.org/ad

CP budget approved
for fall meeting vote
LITTLE ROCK – The official 
topic might have been finance 
– but a celebration of the work 
God is doing in Arkansas and 
challenges ahead took up a 
major portion of the discus-
sion May 19 during the Ar-
kansas Baptist State Conven-
tion (ABSC) Executive Board 
Finance Committee meeting.

When the meeting ended 
shortly before lunch, the com-
mittee had voted unanimously 
to recommend a $22 million 
unified Cooperative Program 
(CP) budget for 2016. It is the 
fourth consecutive year the 
ABSC budget has stood at $22 
million.

The full board is scheduled 
to vote Aug. 18 on the budget 
recommendation, which then 
will be sent to messengers for 
approval at the ABSC An-
nual Meeting Nov. 3-4 at Hot 

Springs Baptist Church in 
Hot Springs. The budget rec-
ommended by the committee 
reflects the fourth year of the 
ABSC’s 2013-17 budget for-
mula approved by messengers 
at the 2011 annual meeting. 

The budget formula in-
creases the percentage of 
funds (total receipts) – called 
the Shared Ministry Allo-
cation – forwarded to the 
Southern Baptist Convention 
(SBC), with budget surpluses 
being divided with the SBC. 
The percentage increase for 
SBC causes is two-tenths of 
1 percent each year during 
the five-year budget formula 
period. Additionally, the for-
mula directs the convention to 
conduct a statewide emphasis 
every five years, encouraging

See BUDGET page 6

CUISINE AT CALVARY – Calvary Baptist Church, Little Rock, recently launched a new twist to the traditional Wednesday 
night church program. Each third Wednesday evening this summer the church will host food trucks in their parking lot from 
5 to 8 p.m. The first “Cuisine at Calvary” event was held May 20 and drew church members and numerous visitors for a time 
of fellowship, food and live music. Visit cbclr.org for more information. Photo by Caleb Yarbrough

Ark. Baptists 
provide pure
water in Nepal
KATMANDU, Nepal – Arkan-
sas Baptists are among those 
serving in Katmandu, Nepal, 
following a devastating earth-
quake April 25 that killed 
thousands and crippled the 
country’s infrastructure.

The magnitude-7.9 earth-
quake was centered north of 
Katmandu and caused sig-
nificant damage or destroyed 
many offices and homes in 
major cities in the country, 
according to officials with 
Baptist Global Response. The 
country has also experienced 

See NEPAL page 7

ABSC adopts new branding: ‘Arkansas Baptists’
Matt Ramsey
ABSC

LITTLE ROCK – A new 
logo has been introduced 
as the centerpiece for an 
all-new branding and iden-
tity strategy for the 
Arkansas Baptist 
State Convention 
(ABSC). Out of the 
new logo will flow 
a new, distinctive 
and recognizable 
approach to com-
municating the 
mission and ac-
tivities of Arkansas 
Baptists, according 
to ABSC leaders.

The organization’s full 

name, Arkansas Baptist State 
Convention, will be shortened 
to “Arkansas Baptists” for the 
purpose of the logo and for 
use in communications.  

J.D. “Sonny” Tucker, ABSC 
executive director, explained 

that the shortened 
named is already 
used by many people 
and it accentuates 
that the organization 
is a family of people 
and churches, not an 
institution.

“Using ‘Arkansas 
Baptists’ reflects the 
reality of who we are. 
We want to move 

past the misperception of an 
institution and state clearly 

who we are – people working 
together to see more people 
surrender their lives to Jesus 
Christ. When the ABSC puts 
on an Acts 1:8 service day in 
a city in Arkansas, it’s thou-
sands of members in Arkansas 
B a p t i s t 
churches 
that give 
through 
the Co-
operative Program to fund that 
event and living breathing Ar-
kansas Baptists who love chil-
dren, cook hot dogs, cut down 
trees, clean up yards and share 
the love of Jesus.  We are Ar-
kansas Baptists coming togeth-
er to share Jesus,” said Tucker. 

Larry Thompson, president 

and CEO of Eternity Com-
munications in Lexington, 
Ky., has been working with 
the ABSC as a communi-
cations consultant and de-
signed the new logo.

Thompson explained that 
the new 
logo is 
packed 
full of 
s igni f i -

cance that communicates 
the goal of reaching more 
people for Christ. The 
overall shape of the logo is 
a simplified, stylized map 
of Arkansas. The shape 
also forms a type of arrow, 

See BRANDING page 2

Listen to a podcast 
about ABSC rebranding 
at arkansasbaptist.org/
abn-podcast
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Ireland won’t require 
churches to wed gays   
DUBLIN, Ireland (BP) 
– Ireland on May 22 be-
came the first country to 
hold a public vote amend-
ing its constitution to 
allow gay marriage, but 
the change will not force 
houses of worship to per-
form the unions. Instead, 
gay couples will be able to 
enter in “civil marriage,” 
a separate institution from 
but affording all the legal 
benefits of “religious mar-
riage,” according to the 
Yes Equality civil group 
that spearheaded the drive 
for the constitutional 
change. “No religious in-
stitution can be forced to 
marry a lesbian or gay cou-
ple against their beliefs,” 
the group’s website reads. 
“Churches will be able to 
continue with religious 
ceremonies and will not 
be required to conduct 
wedding ceremonies for 
same-sex couples.” 

Gay leaders in Scouts 
‘inevitable,’ says Gates
ATLANTA (BP) – The 
Boy Scouts of America 
(BSA) should end its 
ban on gay adult lead-
ers, BSA President Rob-
ert Gates said May 21, 
lending credence to the 
concern expressed in a 
2013 Southern Baptist 
Convention (SBC) reso-
lution that opening the 
group’s membership to 
homosexual youth was 
“merely the first step to-
ward future approval of 
homosexual adult leaders 
in the Scouts.” A policy 
allowing gay Scout leaders 
“was a matter of time,” 
said Ernest Easley, who 
was chairman of the SBC 
Executive Committee in 
2013. “Back when they 
changed their thinking 
regarding the boys them-
selves, I knew that within 
a year or so they would re-
verse their stand with the 
leadership. And frankly, I 
think it was the plan to 
begin with.”

Foundation to relocate to ABSC building

For more ABN Digest, go to 
arkansasbaptist.org/abn-digest

LITTLE ROCK – Strength-
ening of the partnership be-
tween the Arkansas Baptist 
State Convention (ABSC) 
and other convention agen-
cies were among the reasons 
the Arkansas Baptist Founda-
tion (ABF) Board of 
Directors approved a 
plan May 14 to sell its 
existing building and 
relocate to the ABSC 
building at 10 Rem-
ington Drive in Little 
Rock.

The Foundation 
building is currently 
located at 10117 Kanis 
Road in Little Rock near Bap-
tist Health hospital in an area 
some refer to as “medical row” 
because of numerous physi-
cians’ offices and other facili-
ties related to the hospital. The 
move of the Foundation is an-
ticipated to occur in fall 2015. 
A buyer of the Kanis property 
has not been announced.

“This should prove to be 
a tremendous opportunity to 
lead in how ABF uses the re-
sources from the current prop-
erty and building to advance 
ministry,” said Bobby Thomas, 

Foundation president.
Already, offices of the Ar-

kansas Baptist Children’s 
Homes and Family Ministries  
(ABCHomes) and the Arkansas 
Baptist News (ABN)  are located 
in the ABSC building where 

they have long-term 
lease agreements with 
the convention.

Thomas told the 
ABN that in addition 
to strengthening con-
vention and agency 
ties, the Foundation’s 
Executive Committee 
found the decision to 
move would eliminate 

duplication and distractions of 
building ownership, fulfill the 
vision for an agency ministry 
center within the ABSC build-
ing, save annual operating 
costs and provide an “infusion 
of capital for ministry.”

In other action during 
its meeting, the Foundation 
board:

– Heard a devotional by 
David Mitchell, senior pas-
tor of Mount Carmel Baptist 
Church in Cabot.

– Heard the annual audit 
presentation and review by 

Thomas & Thomas LLP.
– Reviewed first-quarter fi-

nancial reports.
– Viewed a video distrib-

uted by Ronnie Floyd, presi-
dent of the Southern Baptist 
Convention and pastor of 
Cross Church in northwest 
Arkansas, inviting everyone to 
attend the June 16-17 South-
ern Baptist Convention An-
nual Meeting in Columbus, 
Ohio. The Foundation will 
host a luncheon at the con-
vention in conjunction with 
the Southern Baptist Foun-
dation and the International 

Thomas

The building where the Arkansas Baptist Foundation is now located was completed 
by Alessi Keyes Construction Company in October 2000.

leaning forward progressively 
and optimistically.

Additionally, a cross and 
a stalk of wheat are featured 
in the middle of the logo. 
Thompson said the cross is 
unmistakable and is given a dy-
namic feel that possesses move-
ment and energy. The cross is 
central in the logo, just as it 
is in the mission of Arkansas 
Baptists. The wheat is a bibli-
cal symbol that communicates 
missions, evangelism, disciple-
ship and church planting. The 
combination of the cross and 
wheat reflects the belief that 
the mission field is truly white 
for harvest just as Jesus pro-
claimed, he said.

 Thompson said the four 
quads formed by the cross also 
carry great significance. First, 
they represent the regions and 
diversity of Arkansas. The 
various colors communicate 
the diversity in the state and 
among Arkansas Baptists – a 
cross section of ethnicities, 
cultural backgrounds, ages, oc-
cupations and more – united 
around the cross. The cross it-

self reaches to all four borders 
of the state to show Arkansas 
Baptists’ passion to reach every 
one of their neighbors with 
the gospel. 

 Secondly, the four quads 
represent the four ministry 
teams of the ABSC: missions, 
evangelism and church health, 
church planting and colle-
giate and young leaders. In 
addition to the main Arkan-
sas Baptists logo, each of the 
four ministry teams will have 
their own unique logo that 
represents that team’s prima-
ry focus. Thompson said the 
four colors correspond to the 
four teams: dark green cor-
responds to church planting, 
light green corresponds to col-
legiate and young leaders, blue 
corresponds to evangelism and 
church health and orange cor-
responds to missions. 

“I’m always excited when 
I have the privilege of creat-
ing a brand, an identity that’s 
as dynamic as the ministry it 
represents. I believe the new 
logo and branding reflect the 
remarkable message and mis-
sion of Arkansas Baptists in a 
memorable way. It’s the first 
step toward our goal of mak-
ing ABSC communications 

relevant for the next 
generation,” said 
Thompson. 

The new logo is 
the first step in the 
ABSC’s new brand-
ing and identity 
strategy, explained 
Tucker. The over-
all goal of the new 
strategy is to partner 
with churches and 
provide resources 
to help them reach 
more people for 
Christ. The next 
phase will include 
a brand-new robust 
website that will 
allow users to find 
the resources they 
need easily. The 
website will launch 
later this year. It will 
provide a dynamic 
platform that can 
be used by both 
pastors and laymen 
for training, finding resources 
and discovering the testimo-
nies and stories of how God 
is using Arkansas Baptists to 
spread the gospel. 

Tucker stated the impor-
tance of this new communica-
tions plan: “Our desire is to 

continued from page one
BRANDING

reflect as clearly as possible the 
desire and work of Arkansas 
Baptists – to spread the mes-
sage of the cross across Arkan-
sas and with Arkansas Baptists 
around the world.” 

Matt Ramsey serves as the 
ABSC communications director.

The four quads of the new Arkansas Baptists logo 
represent the four ABSC ministry teams: missions, 
evangelism and church health, church planting and 
collegiate and young leaders, all of which have their 
own logos.

Mission Board. 
– Heard Budget Committee 

and Investment Committee re-
ports.

– Heard an agency re-
port from Terry Peeples, vice 
president for development at 
Ouachita Baptist University. 
Peeples shared a report and 
video about Ouachita student 
culture, as well as an overview  
of honors, activities, sports, 
endowments and building 
projects of the university.

– Approved Ezra Amos En-
dowments and various scholar-
ship awards.
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KASMA students train for summer of service Digest
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to Arkansas Baptists 

‘19 Kids’ series pulled, 
Josh Duggar resigns FRC   
NASHVILLE, Tenn. (BP) 
– TLC has pulled the hit 
series “19 Kids and Count-
ing” based in Arkansas in 
response to media reports 
alleging Josh Duggar, the 
27-year-old son of Jim 
Bob and Michelle Dug-
gar, sexually molested five 
underage girls when he 
was a teen. Josh Duggar, 
now married with three 
children of his own, also 
resigned his position as a 
lobbyist with the Family 
Research Council (FRC) 
family values group. In a 
May 21 People.com story 
posted on the family’s 
blog, he apologized for 
the sin after allegations 
surfaced. “Twelve years 
ago, as a young teenager, 
I acted inexcusably, for 
which I am extremely 
sorry and deeply regret. I 
hurt others, including my 
family and close friends,” 
Josh said in the blog post. 
His parents reported the 
incident to police 12 years 
ago, but no charges were 
ever filed, the Washington 
Post reported.

IMB missionary dies 
unexpectedly in Malawi
ZOMBA, Malawi (BP) 
– International Mission 
Board (IMB) missionary 
Susan Sanson, 67, died 
of malaria in Zomba, 
Malawi, May 18. She de-
veloped a sudden onset 
of malaria May 17 and 
began treatment. How-
ever, early the next morn-
ing, her husband, Billy, 
woke to find her unre-
sponsive. He rushed her 
to the hospital, but she 
passed away as medical 
staff were examining her. 
“This was sudden, tragic 
and quite unexpected,” 
said Kevin Rodgers of the 
IMB and a friend Sanson. 
Sanson and her husband 
moved to Malawi as IMB 
missionaries in 2000. 
She worked with univer-
sity students and churches 
there.

For more ABN Digest, go to 
arkansasbaptist.org/abn-digest

Participating in the recent KASMA training at Camp Paron were: Lynn Loyd, Shelbie 
Jones, Eli Leslie, Andrew Billingsley, Allison Kyrouac, Steven Wood, Breck Freeman, 
David Baker, Kandice Samuels, Erika Campbell, Gabby Fulton, Beverly Turner, Emily 
Enis, Emily Friederich, Susie Thompson, Heath Clower, Stephen Henry, Mallory 
Caldwell, Anna Hurst, Katherine Melson, Jo Baker, Lee Kemp, Jessica Vanderpool, 
Brian Whitney, Collin Whitney, Jack McCarty, John-David Hubbs, Derik Williamson, 
Sanders Brooks, Matthew McGarvey, Jeff Thompson, J.D. “Sonny” Tucker, Doug Wills, 
Jesse Walker, Cole Penick, Joel Murdock, Kyle McNutt, Travis McCormick, Robby 
Sherman, Barry Law, David James and Ryan Puls. 

Anna Hurst
Arkansas Baptist News

LITTLE ROCK – The ori-
entation for Kaleo Arkansas 
Summer Ministry Associates 
(KASMA) was hosted May 
14-15 at the Arkansas Baptist 
State Convention (ABSC) 
Building and Camp Paron. 

Twenty-four students and 
37 mentors received the prepa-
ration necessary to represent 
the program in 15 churches, 
two associations and the Ar-
kansas Baptist News (ABN), 
serving in ministries such as 
children and youth, worship, 
pastoral, communications and 
church planting.  

In 2011, the ASBC’s Stu-
dent Summer Missions and 
the Kaleo Arkansas empha-
sis were combined to create 
KASMA. Since its establish-
ment, KASMA has provided 
89 students with opportunities 
in 46 locations to obtain pro-
fessional and ministry leader-
ship experience through the 
local church setting, focusing 
on a commitment to mentor-
ing. 

The program orientation 
took on some new changes 
this year. 

“We continue to add peo-
ple to the KASMA team and 
those leading sessions – involv-
ing those who have previously 
been involved as mentors, ... 
broadening the experience, 
knowledge and impact,” said 
Susie Thompson, the Kaleo 
Arkansas consultant for the 
ABSC. “In response to evalu-
ations from the past, we added 
intentional evangelism train-
ing this year, as well as more 
time for the PLACE overview.”  

PLACE is an acronym based 
on five elements: personality 
discovery, learning spiritual 
gifts, abilities awareness, con-
necting passion with minis-
try and experiences of life. 
It serves as a tool that allows 
individuals to discover their 
“place” in ministry. 

Hosting a large portion of 
the training at Camp Paron 
was a first for the program as 
well.

 The orientation began 
with lunch and a tour of the 
convention building in Little 
Rock, with explanations of 
each team’s purpose and func-
tion within the ABSC. Fol-
lowing the meet and greet, 
students and mentors went to 
Camp Paron where they were 
taught key ministerial guide-
lines and strategies.

“I really liked the evange-
lism training we went through 
at orientation,” said Mallory 
Caldwell, a first-time KASMA 
student serving in the youth 
program at Barcelona Road 
Baptist Church in Hot Springs 
Village. “Skills like easy conver-
sation starters and how to ef-
fectively share your testimony 
will be really helpful I think. I 
am excited about getting expe-
rience this summer and trying 
to figure out what God’s plans 
are for my life.”

 Attendees also had the op-
portunity to share testimonials 
regarding their personal calls 
to ministry, further establish 
mentor/mentee relationships, 
participate in team building 
exercises and discover the ap-
plications of their PLACE test 
results.   “Orientation provides 
the common foundation of 
the program in understanding 
the call and the importance of 
the commitment to the men-
toring relationship,” Thomp-
son explained. 

“Tools and resources for 
ministry and for ministry 
leadership development are 
provided for use during orien-
tation itself and for further ex-
ploration during the summer. 
Finally, orientation provides 
the connection with others on 
the same journey and also with 
the opportunities through 
which we can continue to ex-
plore and serve through the 
local churches of the Arkansas 
Baptist State Convention and 

the Southern Baptist Conven-
tion,” she said.

 The KASMA team is made 
up of Thompson and her 
husband, Jeff, who serves as 
associational missionary for 
Concord Baptist Association; 
Breck Freeman, ABSC mis-
sions team member; David 
James, ABSC collegiate and 
young leaders team leader; 
Travis McCormick, ABSC 
missions team member; Lynn 
Loyd, missions consultant for 
the ABSC collegiate and young 
leaders team; Robby Sherman, 
pastor of First Baptist Church, 
England, and Cole Penick, 
Baptist Collegiate Ministry 
campus minister at the Univer-
sity of Arkansas in Fayetteville. 
All other ASBC team leaders 
and staff assist in the support 
and encouragement of the pro-
gram and its participants.

Students participating 

in the program are Mallory 
Caldwell, Barcelona Road 
Baptist Church, Hot Springs 
Village; Stephen Henry and 
Katherine Melson, First Bap-
tist Church, Batesville; Shelbie 
Jones, Bluff Avenue Baptist 
Church, Fort Smith; John-
David Hubbs, First Baptist 
Church, Clinton; Allison Kyr-
ouac, Concord Baptist Asso-
ciation; Cydney Fletcher and 
Tanner Clubbs, First Baptist 
Church, England; Andrew 
Billingsley and Joel Murdock, 
Forefront Church, Fort Smith; 
Abby Boaz, Freeman Heights 
Baptist Church, Berryville; 
Emily Enis, Grand Avenue 
Baptist Church, Fort Smith; 
Wesley Perkins, First Baptist 
Church, Harrison; Mikala 
Butler, Highland Drive Bap-
tist Church, Jonesboro; Ericka 
Campbell and Steven Wood, 
First Baptist Church, Hunts-
ville; Jesse Walker, First Bap-
tist Church, Norphlet; Derik 
Williamson, Northside Baptist 
Church, Monticello; Collin 
Whitney and Matthew Mc-
Garvey, First Baptist Church, 
Searcy; Eli Leslie and Gabby 
Fulton, Washington Madison 
Baptist Association; Melissa 
Thomas, First Baptist Church, 
West Fork, and Anna Hurst, 
Arkansas Baptist News. 

Contact Anna Hurst at 
anna@arkansasbaptist.org.

DR teams serve in Ark., Texas after storms
HOT SPRINGS VILLAGE 
– Two Arkansas Baptist State 
Convention disaster relief 
teams – one from Balboa Bap-
tist Church in Hot Springs 
Village and one from Central 
Baptist Association – have 
been deployed to Hot Springs 
Village to help with tree re-
moval following straight-line 

winds that hit the area May 25. 
Central Baptist Church, 

Jonesboro’s recovery unit is 
stationed in Hoxie, assisting 
with damages from May 25 
storms as well.

Randy Garrett, disaster re-
lief director for the Arkansas 
Baptist State Convention, 
said volunteers are deploying 

to San Marcos, Texas, to help 
with mud-out jobs following 
recent flooding. 

Garrett has been in com-
munication with Oklahoma 
disaster relief, but no teams 
had been requested as of press 
time.

Visit arkansasbaptist.org for 
updated DR information.
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Editorial&Opinion “Always be prepared to give an answer 
to everyone who asks you to give the 

reason for the hope that you have...”
 1 Peter 3:15 (NIV)

airports were flooded by Irish 
citizen supporters arriving 
from other countries to cast 
ballots in favor of the historic 

shift in 
morality in 
their home-
land.

The 
Catholic 
Church 
and other 
conserva-

tive groups in the country 
opposed the referendum, but 
apparently were overwhelmed 
by 60,000 new voters who 
registered to vote for the first 
time.

In contrast, the state of 
Alabama has decided – wisely 
– to get out of the marriage 
business all together.

The Alabama Senate voted 
22-3 May 19 to pass a bill that 
ends the practice of licensing 

I reland said, “Yes,” to a 
national referendum on    

same-sex marriage May 22, 
making it the first country in 
the world 
to adopt 
same-sex 
marriage 
by popular 
vote. 

What is 
interest-
ing is how 
the measure gained national 
support in a country some 
believed would never approve 
such a controversial measure.

According to media reports, 
an intense media campaign in 
support of same-sex marriage 
encouraged Irish citizens liv-
ing abroad to return home to 
vote their support.

Since voting is only allowed 
in the country and not by 
absentee ballot, the country’s 

Ireland, Alabama and marriage

PRESSING 
ON 

Tim Yarbrough
Phil. 3:14

marriages in the state, effec-
tively nullifying both major 
sides of the contentious 
national debate over govern-
ment-sanctioned marriage, ac-
cording to media reports.

Introduced by Sen. Greg 
Albritton, Senate Bill 377 
would end state issued mar-
riage licenses, while providing 
marriage contracts as an al-
ternative, according to Tenth-
AmendmentCenter.com.

“When you invite the state 
into those matters of personal 
or religious import, it creates 
difficulties,” Sen. Albritton 
said about the bill in April. 
“Go back long, long ago in 
a ‘galaxy far, far away.’ Early 
20th century, if you go back 
and look and try to find mar-
riage licenses for your grand-
parents or great grandparents, 
you won’t find it. What you 
will find instead is where 

Get a passport
Imagine if there was no 

Scripture, sermon or gos-
pel song available in your 
own language. It would be a 
very dark spiritual situation 
wouldn’t it? Such is the real-

ity for the 
masses. If 
Romans 1-3 
is true, these 
unreached 
people will 
die and 
go to hell 
not having 
heard the 
name Jesus a 

single time in their lives.  
I am thankful that in my 

generation, we have seen a 
revival of Great Commis-
sion Christians who have the 
world in their hearts and have 
sacrificed themselves for the 
sake of the gospel. Yet there is 

A ccording to one of my 
former Bible college 

professors, a person must do 
three things to be right with 
God: be saved, be baptized 
and get a passport. What else 
would you 
expect from 
a retired mis-
sionary to 
Japan?

Twenty 
years later, 
these words 
still ring 
in my ears. 
After all of 
the work Southern Baptists 
and like-minded mission 
agencies have done, there are 
still more than 3,000 people 
groups who have no Bible, 
no portion of the Bible, no 
church and not even one sin-
gle Christian among them.  

still an urgent need to reach 
the remaining world for Jesus.  

Our culture enjoys such im-
mediate access to the gospel 
that it is hard 
to believe that 
so many other 
cultures do 
not. It’s not 
that we don’t 
care about 
the lost; we 
are just very 
nearsighted 
and unaware 
of the world 
around us.

While we 
continue to 
pray for that lost friend who 
has heard and rejected the 
gospel 100 times, we fail to 
see those who would accept 
it if they could hear it but 
once. Sometimes we deceive 

ourselves into believing that 
we are focused on the Great 
Commission simply because 
we continue to pray for those 

lost people closest 
to us. 

Don’t get me 
wrong, they are im-
portant. But there 
is a whole world 
out there of people 
who are dying 
without Jesus and 
would welcome the 
opportunity to re-
ceive Christ. What 
are we doing about 
them?

Most Arkansans 
drive past more churches on 
their way to work than many 
people in the world will see 
in their lifetimes. Does this 
bother us? It should. Knowing 
Southern Baptists like I do, I 

VIEWPOINT

Kim Reeder
 Barton Chapel 
Baptist Church 

Tyronza

am convinced that the major-
ity of us really do care for the 
lost among us. It’s important,  
though, that we remember 
the lost who are not among 
us.  

Jesus once told His dis-
ciples to lift up their eyes 
and see the great harvest that 
was before them. His words 
are just as true today as they 
were two millennia ago. Most 
American Christians have not 
noticed the harvest ripe with 
opportunity, and many who 
do see it have not made any 
definite plans to do anything 
about it.  

So, you’ve been saved. 
You’ve been baptized. That’s 
great. Do you have a passport?  

Kim Reeder is pastor of Barton 
Chapel Baptist Church in Ty-
ronza and a frequent contributor 
to the Arkansas Baptist News.

Cartoon by Gary Thomas

people have come in and re-
corded when a marriage has 
occurred.”

The bill would replace all 
references to marriage “licens-
es” in state law with the term 

“contracts.” The law, which 
takes effect July 1, would not 
invalidate any marriage li-
censes issued prior to the bill 
being passed.

Well played, Alabama!
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It’s all about the music – really?

A good pathBaptists Ask

M y family loves the movie “The Princess Bride.” We 
watch it again and again. We quote it. We even once 

named a litter of kittens after characters from the movie! 
One of the characters, a man named Inigo Montoya, has 

focused 20 years of his life seeking revenge for his father’s 
murder. As the movie comes to its delightful close, this 
character realizes that his singular focus has put him in a 
bit of a predicament. 

“It’s very strange,” he admits. “I’ve 
been in the revenge business so long, 
now that it’s over, I don’t know what to 
do with the rest of my life.” 

Now I hope that none of us are 
caught up in the “revenge business.” 
But, if we were to turn the revenge idea 
upside down and think of clinging to 
good things instead, I do wonder if we 
would discover ourselves to be more like Inigo than we’d 
care to admit. 

You see, the Lord sets us on paths. Good paths. But at 
some point along the way, we stop following those paths 
because He put us there. Instead, we keep going simply 
because we consider the paths to be inherently good. They 
are familiar and comfortable. They are enjoyable. And 
besides, we aren’t really sure what we would do were we to 

leave those paths. 
Lately, God has pointed out a few of those paths in my 

life. They are all opportunities He brought into my life in 
the first place. But somewhere along the way, I began tak-
ing those opportunities for granted. Instead of continually 
placing them before the Lord, I simply assumed He wanted 
me to keep pursuing them because they were good oppor-

tunities. 
My friends, allow me to share a rather 

difficult truth with you. Sometimes God 
asks us to let go of a good thing. He asks 
us to surrender opportunities and walk 
away from paths He initially directed us to 
follow. Why? So we always know that our 
business is to follow Him, not pursue an 
activity or commitment. 

God might not be leading you to leave a 
good path right now. But He is asking each and every one 
of us to surrender all good things to Him on a daily basis 
– to hold them loosely and to make sure we are ready to let 
go and step onto a new good path at any moment. 

And that, my friends, will allow us to always know that 
obedience is what we are to do with the rest of our lives, 
regardless of what path God places before us. 

Ann Hibbard is a member of First Baptist Church, Almyra.

T hroughout the United States, churches continue to 
experience angst and conflict due to musical style 

preferences. Sadly, many churches have split, many staff 
members have been dismissed and many church family 
members have been hurt. Most of the serious conflicts 
over music exist for one or more of these four basic reasons 
– all of which should be avoidable.  

Here they are: 
(1) A ‘foreign worship language’ 

is imposed upon the masses. Every 
church has a “worship language” – most 
churches have several. This has nothing 
to do with English, Spanish or Viet-
namese, but musical genre, order of 
worship elements and the overall “feel” 
of the worship experience. A good 
worship leader will not just 
gravitate to his or her own 
musical styles and worship 
preferences; but he will take 
the time to discover how a 
particular congregation best 
worships, meet them there 
and lead them in meaning-
ful corporate worship. Too 
often, a worship leader, 
pastor or church musicians 
will impose a foreign wor-
ship language upon a church 
body. Just as every family 
has a preferred language, 
vocabulary and methods for 
communicating affection to each other, a congregation has 
a genre, vocabulary and methods for communicating affec-
tion to God. A congregation should not be robbed of their 
worship language.

(2) Church members and/or church leaders believe 
that God has a preferred musical genre. Contrary to the 
“convictions” and opinions of many evangelicals, God 
does not care about musical style. According to the Scrip-
tures, any and all musical instruments and genres are both 
permissible and enjoyed by God – as long the worshippers 
are offering genuine praise, worship, thanksgiving and 
adoration to Him. A believer’s source for “convictions” 
should never be based on “Mama taught me … ,” or, “I feel 

that ...,” but rather on the teachings from Scripture. I have 
genuinely worshipped the Lord through countless musical 
and worship styles around the globe. Liturgical, free-flow-
ing, solemn, celebratory, loud, soft, electric, acoustic, long, 
short, fast, slow – I have done it all. And God loves it all, 
as long as worshippers are worshipping and focusing on 

Him and not the mode or method.
(3) Individuals insist that their own 

preferences should be met. As mentioned 
above, everyone has a worship language, 
and it is much easier for us each to wor-
ship in our own worship language. But 
sometimes it is necessary in church life for 
certain individuals – especially mature, 
seasoned believers – to lovingly and gra-
ciously think like a missionary, placing 

their own worship language 
aside and learn a worship lan-
guage so that newer and young-
er believers can more easily par-
ticipate in heartfelt worship.

(4) Individuals believe that 
a worship service should be 
used as an attraction to the 
unchurched. Worship of God 
is an activity that can only be 
enjoyed by believers. Corporate 
worship can only be enjoyed 
by a group of believers or 
the Church. Worship music 
should not be used as a means 
to attract nonbelievers or non-

churchgoers. In doing so, the worship language of a church 
is often compromised; and the focus is not directed to 
God, but to a secondary audience. The result is both rob-
bing a congregation of an effective worship experience and 
robbing God of the honor He is due.

If you, individually, or your church, corporately, is ex-
periencing angst or conflict due to worship style, take a 
moment to consider the possible root of the problem. And 
purpose in your own heart to behave like a mature believer 
and not let the enemy cause division over something that 
should never be an issue for mature, well-informed, Bible-
believing Christians.

Eric Ramsey is president of TCWM in Mountainburg.

UNCOVERED
DISH

Ann Hibbard

Gore

A standard is a set regulation 
by which all entities of a 

group must abide. Standards are 
found in virtually every part of 
American society. For example, a 
yardstick equals 3 feet, regardless 
of where or when it was manu-
factured. Solid, liquid or gas 
measurements are uniformly cali-
brated through-
out the country. 
Without unifor-
mity, the nation 
would be in 
chaos.

The National 
Institute of 
Standards and 
Technology 
(NIST) ensures that the nation 
stays within its strict standards of 
weights and measures. The NIST 
even operates an official clock. 
The NIST standards are also 
in agreement with worldwide 
calibration rules that have been 
set. Without these standards, 
the modern world would be in 
trouble.

Generic medications must 
have the same standard of active 
ingredients as the original name-
brand drug. The U.S. Pharmaco-
peial Convention and the U.S. 
Food and Drug Administration 
make sure these standards are 
met and kept. Thus, all medica-
tions made in the U.S. are ren-
dered safe.

The official standard of moral-
ity in any country is its laws; how-
ever, laws tend to change over 
time, and they vary from country 
to country. Individuals are often 
their own standard of morality, 
but they tend either to create 
rules they can’t possibly attain or 
they bend their rules in order to 
satisfy their conscience. 

The prophet Amos saw a vision 
of a plumb line (Amos 7:7-9). 
A plumb line shows that a wall 
has been built vertically cor-
rect. Amos learned that if God’s 
“plumb line” were set against the 
“building” of Israel, the nation 
would surely fail the test. Israel 
gave the appearance of morality, 
but they fell short of God’s moral 
standard.

Although everyone has fallen 
short of God’s standard (Rom. 
3:23), the good news is that there 
is grace and forgiveness for those 
who put their faith and trust in 
God. 

Ken Gore is chairman of the de-
partment of Christian Studies at Wil-
liams Baptist College.

ANSWERING
HIS CALL

Eric Ramsey

Is there a standard for morality?



June 4, 20156 

continued from page one
BUDGET

churches to increase their Co-
operative Program percentage. 
The Shared Ministry Alloca-
tion increased from $135,000 
in 2014 to $220,000 in 2015 
and remains the same amount 
in the 2016 budget. The 2016 
ABSC Cooperative Program 
(CP) budget of $22 million re-
flects no increase in the total 
amount budgeted.

ABSC programs and related 
entity budget allocations are 
set at $12,290,474 – which is 
55.87 percent of the total CP 
budget – after $124,126 in the 
Shared Ministry Allocation 
was deducted.

(See related table for a de-
tailed breakdown of the 2016 
budget.)

‘Directions’ report
In an executive directions 

report, ABSC Executive Di-
rector J.D. “Sonny” Tucker 
told members of the commit-
tee it is an “incredible time” 
to be serving in Arkansas in 
spite of the many challenges 
the Church faces in the 21st 
century as it seeks to share the 
gospel of Jesus Christ. Tucker 
said he believes the state has 
some of the best Baptist lead-
ers serving today than possibly 
any other time in the state’s 
history.

“We’re excited about what 
is happening in the state. This 
is an incredible time,” he said. 
“If you look at what is hap-
pening, we have some incred-
ible leaders on this Executive 
Board. God has put some of 
the most incredible leaders in 
our impact churches. This is 
the greatest collection of the 
heads of these institutions that 
I’ve ever seen. … They’ve al-
ways been great, but these are 
just over-the-top superstars.”

Tucker added, “Ouachita 
(Baptist University) is in search 
of a new leader. We love Rex 
Horne and appreciate Rex. 
He’s been a tremendous lead-
er.”

Horne recently announced 
he was leaving Ouachita after 
having served as president of 
the university since 2006.

Referring to the makeup of 
the Executive Board, Tucker 
said, “This group ought to be 
as diverse as the state, … be 
committed to the Lord, com-
mitted to the Bible, committed 
to our Baptist Faith and Mes-
sage, have a commitment to 
evangelism, though they may 

have some differences of opin-
ions on some other things.”

The executive director 
shared that he is encouraged 
to see the state connecting 
with the Delta, the next gen-
eration and to missions and 
ministry throughout Arkansas.

Tucker reiterated that re-
structuring in 2014 helped 
the convention focus on three 
common areas of “essential 
intent”: (1) strengthening 
churches, (2) the “un’s” (the 
unsaved, underserved, un-
reached) and (3) reaching stu-
dents (the next generation).

Tucker said Southern Bap-
tists must get serious about 
reaching millennials, point-
ing to low baptism numbers 
among the group.

“Eighty percent of Southern 
Baptist churches baptized one 
millennial or less between the 
ages of 18 and 29,” he said, 
adding the statistics are re-
flective of what is happening 
in Arkansas as well and that, 
collectively, the Church must 
do a better job of reaching this 
younger segment of society.

Other challenges faced by 
the Church included the pos-
sibility of lesbian, gay, bisexual 
and transgender individuals 
gaining minority status and 
how such a decision would 
impact Christian colleges like 
Ouachita Baptist University if 
they were to lose Pell grants, 
Tucker said.

Team ‘impact stories’
Prior to the presentation of 

the 2016 budget allocations 
and vote, the group heard 
from two individuals impacted 
by the work of Arkansas Bap-
tists in the state.

Jean Bolls, a student at 
North Arkansas College in 
Harrison, who is active in the 
campus Baptist Collegiate 
Ministry (BCM), told the com-
mittee about how she had 
grow up pagan in the Ozark 
Mountains, casting her first 
spell at age 11. She said her 
upbringing eventually led her 
to spending time in both jail 
and the state penitentiary. 

“I didn’t know that I was 
a full-time missionary for 
Satan,” she said. “I was a 
mom, a nurse. I thought being 
a nurse was who I was. … 
(Then) in 2011, I committed 
a terrible crime, turned myself 
in and went to jail.”

After arriving at McPherson 
Unit women’s correctional fa-
cility of the Arkansas Depart-
ment of Correction in New-
port, Bolls decided that she 
didn’t want witchcraft to con-

tinue to be a part of her life 
and joined the Principles and 
Applications for Life program.

“I wanted to be around 
godly people, but I didn’t 
know what a godly person 
looked like,” she said.

“It was the first time in my 
life that I understood what 
the cross means. I understood 
what Jesus Christ did on the 
cross,” she said. 

While in prison, Bolls said 
she knelt down on the con-
crete floor and accepted Christ 
– “but stood up a Christian.”

Bolls said while a student at 
North Arkansas College, she 
got involved in the BCM min-
istry and met Barbara Searcy, 
the campus minister. 

“She has been a friend to 
me,” said Bolls. “She has in-
vested in my life. It humbles 
me to tell you that I get to go 
to Baptist Collegiate Minis-
tries on campus.

Since Bolls has been in-
volved in BCM, attendance 
has grown more than fourfold 
and she has had the opportu-

nity to share her faith both in 
the state and on an Indian res-
ervation in Oklahoma.

Church revitalized
Cecil Fuller, pastor of First 

Baptist Church in McCrory, 
also shared, telling members 
of the committee how the 
church, after many years of 
decline, has recently baptized 
three people and soon will 
baptize three more.

Fuller said he has worked 
with David Bond, a member 
of the ABSC evangelism and 
church health team, as a part 
of the convention’s Church 
Revitalization emphasis.

“God is able to take us 
where we need to go,” said 
Fuller. “The support I’ve re-
ceived from the Baptist build-
ing has been terrific.”

In other action, the board:
– Heard a Terminated Pas-

tor/Staff Assistance Commit-
tee report from Don Selph, 
a member Franklin Baptist 
Church, Franklin. Selph said 
from May 1, 2014, through 

April 30 of this year, nine 
pastors received one-time as-
sistance totaling $9,900, and 
four pastors received assistance 
of up to four months in the 
amount of $4,535.16, for a 
total amount of assistance pro-
vided of $14,435.16.

– Heard an update on the 
new ABSC logo and conven-
tion rebranding from Greg 
Addison, ABSC associate ex-
ecutive director. Addison said 
changes will take effect June 
4 and help the convention 
to “better communicate our 
mission and that we’re all to-
gether.” 

The logo states simply the 
name “Arkansas Baptists,” ex-
plained Addison, because it is 
the desire of the convention to 
represent all that the state does 
together. 

“We want to reflect that as 
clearly as possible and com-
municate quickly who we are.” 
(See related story, along with 
a graphic of the new Arkan-
sas Baptist and various ABSC 
team logos, starting on Page 1.)
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NEPAL
a number of aftershocks since 
the initial earthquake hit.

“Due to the series of earth-
quakes in Nepal, much of the 
water supply has been contam-
inated – especially in the city,” 
said Eric Ramsey, president 
of Tom Cox World Ministries 
(TCWM) based in Mountain-
burg.

Ramsey said the objective of 
the team working in the coun-
try is to install five micro water 

treatment plants in five strate-
gic locations.  

“The systems are solar-
powered and have an output 
of 2.5 gallons per minute. 
Each system is the size of a 
large suitcase. They are multi-
stage water treatment systems, 
utilizing multistage filtration 
and ozone saturation. The sys-
tems are being permanently 
installed,” he said. “Local Ne-
pali church members are being 
trained to operate the systems. 
They are also being trained 
in evangelism, utilizing the 
metaphor of Jesus Christ as  

the ‘Living Water.’”
The leader of the Nepal 

team is Tom Hatley, TCWM 
board member and senior 
pastor of Immanuel Baptist 
Church in Rogers. 

Other members of the team 
are Phil Shupe, a member of 
Park Hill Baptist Church, 
North Little Rock, lead engi-
neer and system builder; David 
Titsworth, a member of Christ 
the King Southern Baptist 
Church in Fort Worth, Texas, 
and former youth minister at 
Trinity Baptist Church in Ben-
ton, where his father, Mike, is 

pastor, ministry trainer; Steve 
Marshall, a member of Park 
Hill Baptist Church, North 
Little Rock, support engineer, 
and Chad Miller, a member of 
Union Valley Baptist Church 
in Beebe, support engineer.

Don Gephardt, interim mis-
sions coordinator at Park Hill, 
said Shupe built the five water 
filtration units to be used in 
Nepal.

“The portable water filtra-
tion units are packaged in an 
aluminum frame that houses 
an electric (12 volt) pump 
motor, three levels of filtra-

tion and an ozone generator to 
help purify the output water,” 
said Gephardt.  

“The units are capable of 
providing 3 gallons per min-
ute of filtered/purified water. 
The weight was kept down to 
less than 50 pounds (about 48) 
for airline travel. They are also 
taking five solar-power systems 
that can power the pumps if 
there is no 110/220 volt AC 
power available. We had one 
running on solar power on 
Tuesday (May 19). They are 
hoping to install the units in 
or near a church,” he said.

Deaf 316 LIVE ministry baptizes 5

Kevin Kenreich (above), pastor of Deaf Fellowship Church, Little Rock, prepares 
to baptize Whitney Stitcher. Five girls (left) await baptism during a Deaf 316 LIVE 
baptism service held at Geyer Springs First Baptist Church, Little Rock.

Anna Hurst
Arkansas Baptist News

LITTLE ROCK – A baptism 
service for students in the Deaf 
316 LIVE program was held 
at Geyer Springs First Baptist 
Church in Little Rock May 20. 
Five students were baptized.

Deaf 316 LIVE was estab-
lished in fall 2013 as an av-
enue to reach out to young 
deaf students. Today, the Deaf 
316 LIVE staff bus nearly 40 
students, ranging from kin-
dergarten to fifth grade, from 
the Arkansas School for the 
Deaf to Geyer Springs every 
Wednesday night throughout 
the school year to share with 

them the gospel.
“Students are taught 

through a biblical timeline 
starting with creation, carry-
ing on through to the birth 
of Jesus and ending in the as-
cension of Christ,” explained 
Kendra Roy, the children’s ad-
ministrative associate at Geyer 
Springs. “By the end of the 
year, Deaf 316 LIVE students 
have a full understanding of 
who God is through the Scrip-
tures.”

Students are also challenged 
to commit to learning Scrip-
ture on a weekly basis, which 
enables them to share with 
their peers.

Twelve deaf students were 

saved this year while attending 
the program. 

“On May 14, 2015, we held 
a special class for each of them. 
(We) went over with them the 
importance of their decision 
and talked to them about bap-
tism and how to further their 
walk with God,” Roy said.  

The students who were bap-
tized were Carley Williams, 
Whitney Stitcher, Roselani 
Stitcher, Mia Pompeo and 
Juanita Cooper. 

A new program called Deaf 
Impact (D-pact) is expected to 
start in the fall. It will be held 
at the same time as Deaf 316 
LIVE, but will cater to sixth 
through 12th grade students. 

“We are excited about the 
continual growth of this min-
istry that is staffed by Deaf Fel-
lowship Church and support-
ed through Geyer Springs First 
Baptist Church,” said Roy.

Deaf Fellowship Church 
is pastored by Kevin Ken-
reich and also meets at Geyer 
Springs. The two churches 
work together to make Deaf 
316 LIVE successful and will 
continue to play an active role 
in D-pact.

“We are very excited about 
expanding D-pact ministry to 
cover the middle school chil-
dren. We believe this will make 

Annual Mission:Dignity emphasis set for Sunday, June 28
DALLAS — Virginia Pan-
gle summed up what 
Mission:Dignity means to a 
pastor’s widow like herself.

“I don’t have to worry 
about being cold, hungry or 
going without my medicine,” 
she said. 

Mission:Dignity, a minis-
try of GuideStone Financial 
Resources of the Southern 

Baptist Convention, ensures 
that Pangle, along with almost 
2,000 other retired Southern 
Baptist pastors, their spouses 
or widows, are able to have a 
sense of financial dignity in 
retirement. The ministry, fully 
supported by gifts from indi-
viduals, Sunday school classes 
and churches, provides month-
ly grants to retired Southern 

Baptist workers in critical fi-
nancial need. The neediest 
couples can receive up to $600 
each month in assistance.

Mission:Dignity Sunday, 
held the fourth Sunday of 
every June on the Southern 
Baptist calendar, is set aside 
for churches to make a spe-
cial offering for support of 
the ministry. Sixty percent of 

Mission:Dignity recipients are 
widows; one out of every four 
recipients is a pastor’s widow 
age 85 or older.

Mission:Dignity receives no 
Cooperative Program funding.

 To help churches mark 
Mission:Dignity Sunday, 
GuideStone has created vid-
eos, bulletin inserts, posters, 
a PowerPoint slide and even 

sermons for use on June 28 or 
any Sunday. Materials are un-
dated so churches can choose 
to use the materials at a time 
convenient to their schedule. 
Churches can order materials 
through June 22.

Churches can request in-
formation by calling 1-888-98-
GUIDE or visit MissionDig-
nity.org. 

a huge impact on our deaf 
congregation because these 
young people can volunteer 
to serve in different areas for 
God,” stated Kenreich. “Also, 
I would like (the students) to 
see that God does desire to 
use deaf Christians to partici-

pate in Deaf 316 LIVE and 
D-pact. I’m very excited to see 
this opportunity and believe 
it will have a huge impact on 
our church and Geyer Springs 
First Baptist Church.”

Contact Anna Hurst at 
anna@arkansasbaptist.org.
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CBC completes $10 million project in Jonesboro
JONESBORO – Nearly 2,000 
people attended Central Bap-
tist Church, Jonesboro’s May 
3 grand opening celebration 
for its preschool/children’s 
wing at the church’s Central 
campus. The event marks the 
end of a $10 million building 
project that included the pre-
school/children’s wing and 
the church’s permanent Jour-
ney campus project.

The celebration for the chil-
dren’s wing included tours 
through the new facility, free 
food and drinks, bounce hous-
es and slides, as well as a gam-
ing station.

Central Baptist is “tak-
ing the next step to reach 
Jonesboro and the surround-
ing areas with the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ,” according to the 
church’s press release.

The 25,000-square-foot 
two-story expansion provides 
an indoor playground, ad-
ditional classrooms and mul-
tiuse space to the church’s 
current preschool/children’s 

wing. The project is estimated  
to cost $4.5 million. 

“God is greatly blessing 
Central Baptist Church, and 
we are out of room,” said Se-
nior Pastor Archie Mason, 
president of the Arkansas 
Baptist State Convention. 
“In order for us to continue 
to reach people for Christ, we 
are providing additional class-
room space, multiuse space 
and a really cool indoor play-
ground. But this is not about 
building more buildings; it’s 
about transforming lives. It’s 
about taking the next step to 
reach the next person, impact 
the next family and build the 
future of the next generation. 
There will be lots of children 
that come to know Christ in-
side these walls. The people of 
Central get that and are will-
ing to go above and beyond in 
their giving to see the vision 
God has planted in our hearts 
become reality.”

This project and Central’s 
permanent Journey campus 

building project began in early 
July 2013. The $5.6 million 
Journey campus project was 
completed in July 2014. Cen-
tral’s Journey Campus is lo-
cated in northeast Jonesboro, 
near the new NEA Baptist 
Hospital. Mark Cahoon and 
Cahoon/Steiling Studio Ar-
chitecture in Jonesboro pro-
vided the architectural design 
and layout for both projects. 
Stracener Brothers Construc-
tion, based in Blytheville, was  
the general contractor for both 
projects.   

Central Baptist has multiple 
campuses: Central campus on 
Harrisburg Road in Jones-
boro; Journey campus; Word 
campus at 116 Calion St. in 
north Jonesboro, and Refuge 
campus, currently meeting in 
the family life center on the 
Central campus. Also in 2014, 
the church opened its New-
port campus on North Main 
in Diaz. 

Nearly 2,000 people attended Central Baptist Church, Jonesboro’s preschool/children’s wing grand opening May 3.

FBC, Scranton, completes new kitchen
SCRANTON – First Baptist 
Church, Scranton, recently 
completed a new kitchen lo-
cated in its family life center.

Pastor Franklin Piercey 
noted that the new kitchen was 
needed for space in order to 
host larger events and meals.

“It’s going to give us an area 
that we’ve got lots of room and 
a lot of tables and chairs that 
we need in order for the events 
that we will have out there,” 
he said.

The church’s old kitchen is 
located in the fellowship hall 

and will continue to be used 
for smaller functions. Piercey 
said that at a recent special 
called business meeting, the 
church decided to carpet and 
paint the old fellowship hall.

Piercey noted that the old 
space could hold 100 people 
but felt very crowded. Having 
a kitchen in the family life cen-
ter will allow the church to use 
the gym to seat 150-200 people 
at 10-foot round tables.

When the family life cen-
ter was built a couple of years 
ago, explained Piercey, it was 

designed with space for a kitch-
en, including all the necessary 
ductwork and plumbing. How-
ever, it wasn’t until this year 
that the church outfitted the 
kitchen and got it up and run-
ning.

The project included cabi-
net and countertop installa-
tion, painting, flooring and 
appliance installation. Church 
members donated many items, 
ranging from utensils, pots 
and pans to coffee pots and 
mixers. An anonymous donor 
provided tables and chairs.

BUILDING & FACILITIES
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FBC, Benton, gathers to 
support ‘Triple Threat’
Anna Hurst
Arkansas Baptist News

BENTON – First Baptist 
Church, Benton, hosted an 
“America’s Got Talent” watch 
party May 26 to watch singing 
trio Triple Threat make their 
debut on the premier of the 
show’s 10th season on NBC. 

The Triple Threat group 
is made up of 2015 Ouachita 
Baptist University graduates 
Will Richey and Tyler Davis, 
as well as Caleb Conrad, a 
senior at the University of Ar-
kansas at Fayetteville. All are 

originally from Benton.
The watch party was open 

to the public and snacks were 
served as attendees gathered in 
front of a large screen to watch 
the boy band perform “Clas-
sic” by MKTO.

“We were overwhelmed 
with the love and support 
from friends and family that 
came,” said Bekah Davis, a ju-
nior at Ouachita and younger 
sister to Triple Threat’s Tyler 
Davis. 

“Getting to watch (the pre-
mier) with people that care 
about our boys was really cool 

because the excitement in the 
room was crazy!”

The performance the group 
gave earned them a standing 
ovation from the show’s judges 
and audience, along with the 
Benton watch party attendees. 
The group received a unani-
mous “yes” from the judges to 
continue into the next phase 
of the competition and were 
called a “real boy band” by 
“America’s Got Talent” judge 
Howie Mandel, as well as a 
“beautifully nerdy” by judge 
Howard Stern.

“From the minute Ca-

leb’s face first popped up 
on the TV all the way to the 
judges’ remarks, we were  
all screaming and jumping 
up and down, … some even 
crying,” Bekah Davis said. “I 
think it was a great turnout 
and am amazed at how much 
support the boys have been 
given!”

The next stop for the group 

is Long Island, N.Y., where 
they will audition again. If the 
group makes it through to the 
next phase of competition, 
they will have the opportunity 
to go to the live shows where 
viewers watching the “Ameri-
ca’s Got Talent” show will de-
cide their fate.

Contact Anna Hurst at 
anna@arkansasbaptist.org.

Triple Threat, a singing group from Benton, performed on “America’s Got Talent” May 
26. Two of the group’s members are graduates of Ouachita Baptist University.

Hispanic work grows at Calvary Baptist Church, Hope
Anna Hurst
Arkansas Baptist News

HOPE – In a time when 
church attendance is on 
the decline, Calvary Baptist 
Church in Hope is experienc-
ing revitalization within their 
congregation and community. 
Through intentional outreach 
and growing interest of people 
within the community, the 
church’s Hispanic ministry 
has expanded significantly, 
said the church’s pastor, Hal 
Dixon.

“When I started at Calvary 
eight years ago, there were 
probably three or four faith-
ful Hispanic families meeting 
regularly for Sunday school, 
which was led by former mis-
sionaries Charles and Jane 
Purtle,” explained Dixon. 

“This past Sunday we had 
15 or more Hispanic adults 
in Sunday school, along with 
a herd of children and youth 
from nursery age to high 
school,” he said. 

“Our Hispanic group then 
picks up a few more for wor-
ship. This Hispanic growth 
has helped to offset a steady 
decline in Anglo membership, 
which began back in the 1990s 
and continues to the present 
time.”

This growth did not come 
overnight or from a single min-
istry program.

“The Lord brought us two 
dedicated Hispanic women to 
our doors one Sunday. After 
a while, these ladies said they 

would never leave because they 
were seeing growth in their 
children’s lives through our 
children’s ministries,” said Su-
sanna Harding, a 12-year mem-
ber and volunteer at Calvary 
Baptist. “These ladies have a 
heart for the Lord and evange-
lism, and they simply started 
bringing their friends. As it 
grew, the church loved them 
and wanted to help. When the 
Sunday school class grew large 
enough to have a worship ser-
vice, we gave them the space. 
Our church wants to do the 
Lord’s will, and usually that 
just means taking the next 
step.”

The church regularly ex-
plores new ways to reach out 
to their community and break 
down cultural barriers. 

“The most significant cul-
tural barriers affect only the 
adult congregations. With the 
children and teens, we do not 
see many barriers,” said Dixon. 

To bring in people of all 
ages, the church hosts neigh-
borhood picnics and block par-
ties, as well as vacation Bible 
school (VBS), holiday services 
and door-to-door events that 
provide more intentional out-
reach. 

Intentional community out-
reach has benefited the church 
congregation in more ways 
than one, the pastor said.

“Most importantly, they 
benefit by reflecting the king-
dom of God, which consists 
of people from every tribe 
and tongue and people and 

nation,” explained Dixon. 
“They also benefit by reflect-
ing their communities, since 
most communities are increas-
ingly diverse.  And they benefit 
by learning to drop stereotypes 
and prejudices and accept each 
other as members of the Fam-
ily of God.”

“We cannot continue to do 
church as ‘normal.’ The times 
are changing and the lost are 

dying,” said Harding. “From 
our different areas, let us draw 
on His power and together 
‘run in such a way as to gain 
the prize.’ Let us join hands 
across our state, across our 
nation and across our world 
and proclaim the gospel. May 
they know us by our love and 
may we never grow compla-
cent and think that we are 
‘doing enough.’  Until all have 

heard, our work is not done. 
Every tribe, every nation, every 
neighborhood for Christ!”

For more information on 
Calvary Baptist Church, Hope, 
contact Dixon at haldixon@sb-
cglobal.net. For resources on 
community outreach, contact 
a local associational mission-
ary.

Contact Anna Hurst at 
anna@arkansasbaptist.org.
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LITTLE ROCK – Gov. Asa 
Hutchinson recently thanked 
Arkansas Baptist disaster relief 
efforts following recent deploy-
ments, said Randy Garrett, 
Arkansas Baptist State Con-
vention (ABSC) disaster relief 
director. 

Hutchinson acknowledged 
efforts of Garrett and volun-
teers for the disaster relief 
work that was done in Nash-
ville following a storm and 
EF1 tornado in May.

“I want to thank you for 
your team’s relief efforts fol-
lowing Sunday’s tornado in 
Nashville,” wrote Hutchinson 
in his letter dated May 13. “I 
was able (to) 
see them 
at work on 
Monday af-
t e r n o o n , 
and I have 
no doubt 
their quick 
r e s p o n s e 
and contin-
ued efforts 
are of great 
comfort to 
those who were affected by the 
storm.”

Hutchinson concluded 

by saying, “Arkansas is truly 
a state of neighbors, and the 
members of the ABSC never 
fail to take time from their 
own lives to help those in 
need. Please extend my grati-
tude to your team for their 
hard work.”

Teams from Arkansas Val-
ley Baptist Association, Bar-
tholomew Baptist Association, 
Centennial Baptist Associa-
tion, Little River Baptist Asso-
ciation and Southwest Baptist 
Association deployed to Nash-
ville. 

Michelle Hendrix, ABSC 
missions team member, shared 
a story about 82-year-old Bill 

Hodges, who 
attends Im-
manuel Bap-
tist Church 
in Monti-
cello and de-
ployed with 
the team 
from Bar-
t h o l o m e w 
Baptist Asso-
ciation. She 
said Hodges 

took part in his first-ever disas-
ter relief regional training May 
2, followed by advanced chain 

saw training May 8-9 and then 
deployed the following Mon-
day, May 11.

Hendrix noted that one of 
the disaster relief leaders saw 
Hodges on his knees at one 
of the sites. At first, the leader 
was concerned, but then he 
saw that Hodges was repot-
ting a plant for one of the resi-
dents.

“It’s the people that we have 
in disaster relief that make all 
the difference,” said Garrett, 
adding there is always a mess 
following disasters. 

“You clean up; you take the 

debris to the street. But in all 
the years I’ve been involved in 
disasters, the cleanup in Nash-
ville has been the best I’ve ever 
seen,” he said. “It’s unbeliev-
able how not just us, but the 
community stepped up to take 
care of the needs.”

Teams made great strides 
during a deployment to Okla-
homa as well. Teams from 
Northwest Baptist Associa-
tion, Tri County Baptist As-
sociation and Cross Church 
in northwest Arkansas served 
in Oklahoma following the 
storms that swept through the 

area earlier in May.
“After visiting with Okla-

homa Incident Command last 
night (May 18), we are wrap-
ping up our deployment to 
Oklahoma,” said Garrett, add-
ing that no more requests have 
been made for assistance from 
Arkansas disaster relief teams. 

“We are very grateful for 
the ministry the three teams 
provided, helping many fami-
lies after the tornado. Please 
continue to pray for the peo-
ple who lost so much as they 
begin to rebuild their lives,” 
said Garrett.

Hutchinson thanks Baptist DR teams for recent work 

Simultaneous revivals held throughout Jacksonville area
Jessica Vanderpool
Arkansas Baptist News

JACKSONVILLE – A number 
of churches – many of which 
are Southern Baptist – in the 
Greater Jacksonville area com-
mitted to hold revivals in May 
as part of Revival Jacksonville. 
Many churches held their re-
vivals simultaneously the week 
of May 17. Others held 
them the previous 
week. 

Dennis Wilkins, 
interim associational 
missionary for North 
Pulaski Baptist Asso-
ciation, was a principal 
organizer of the effort.

He said he has been 
praying for revival for about 
two decades, and when he 
came to Jacksonville, he could 
sense God had “great plans for 
the community.” He served as 
interim pastor of Second Bap-
tist Church, Jacksonville, from 
June 2014 to February 2015. 

Wilkins said Jacksonville 
Mayor Gary Fletcher, a mem-
ber of Second Baptist, men-

tioned to him that he met with 
a group of pastors weekly for 
prayer. Wilkins attended the 
gathering one week and dis-
covered that the men had been 
praying for revival in Jackson-
ville for a couple of years.

So Wilkins and the pastors 
joined together and began 
moving forward with the idea 
of holding simultaneous reviv-

als in their area. 
Their plans came to 

fruition in May.
Along with some 

baptisms, Wilkins 
said there has been a 
change in the direction 
of some congregations’ 
mindsets and dozens 
of people have com-

mitted to share their faith.
Wilkins served as speaker 

for Bethel Baptist Church, 
Jacksonville’s revival.

“It is hard to say how the 
revival impacted Bethel since 
it just ended, but the word 
brought by Dennis greatly rein-
forced what I had been telling 
our members for the last sev-
eral months – that if we truly 

want to see God bring revival 
to our city, it must begin with 
us,” said Bethel Baptist Pastor 
Joe Manning. “We have a role 
to play, and that is to be tools 
God can use to bring about re-
vival. We have to be willing to 
allow God to use us in any way 
He desires. This was the mes-
sage Dennis brought on the 
final night of revival, and 12 
made that commitment.”

David Talbert, pastor of 
Bayou Meto Baptist Church, 
said they had “wonderful ser-
vices.”

“Our attendance was 
great each service,” he said. 
“Though we had no public 
decisions at this time, we had 
many come for prayer at the 
altar and a great spirit of joy 
and worship. I am praying 
God will use this week to give 
us a spark and keep us faithful 
through the summer months 
in serving God at our church.”

Wilkins said, “One of the 
reasons that I felt the need 
for it (revival) is because I feel 
like Christianity – not only lo-
cally but nationwide and even 

worldwide – seems to be slip-
ping away in so many different 
ways that we seem to be being 
attacked, … and if we don’t 
become revived in the pews 
and start making things hap-
pen outside the church in the 
name of Jesus Christ, we are 
just going to continue to see 
that trend continue to decline 
and Christianity continue to 
decline.”

He said he is hoping the re-
vival helps reverse the trend. 
Along with people coming to 
Christ, he said he wants to see 
those who consider themselves 
active, professing Christians 
getting off the pews and be-
ginning to “make something 
happen in the lives of other 
people, as well as their own, 
in bringing people to Christ.”

“And I think when that be-
gins to happen, we start see-
ing communities change,” 
Wilkins said.

He said he thinks the ser-
vices held in May were just the 
start of revival.

“I don’t think it’s the end 
result by any stretch of the 

Wilkins

imagination,” he said, adding 
thousands were enlisted to 
pray leading up to the event.

“The event came off as man 
had planned it, … but God 
was obviously in the details 
and the formation of it be-
cause He happened to bring 
me together with an idea of 
how to implement revival with 
a group of men who had been 
praying for revival for two-and-
a-half years,” said Wilkins.

He added that God also or-
chestrated Wilkins’ own life in 
that when his interim at Sec-
ond Baptist came to a close, 
he was able to take the interim 
at North Pulaski Baptist Asso-
ciation in North Little Rock, 
which enabled him to remain 
in the area and to help with 
the revival.

“And so you can just see 
how God’s fingerprints are all 
over the whole thing, … and 
now it’s just up to us as His 
children to be able to be obedi-
ent in carrying this thing for-
ward,” Wilkins said.

Contact Jessica Vanderpool at 
jessica@arkansasbaptist.org.

Gov. Asa Hutchinson thanked Arkansas disaster relief teams for their efforts to clean up Nashville following a tornado which hit 
the town May 10. Volunteers are shown working above and below left.
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NASHVILLE (BP) – Pastors’ 
wives overall are happy with 
their roles, but it’s imperative 
that they build a support net-
work outside the church for 
seasons of conflict, a study of 
pastors’ wives found.

Amy Stumpf, professor of re-
ligion and society at California 
Baptist University in Riverside, 
Calif., and a pastor’s wife her-
self, was stirred to study South-
ern Baptist pastors’ wives after 
she read a Time magazine article 
lamenting the unique struggles 
of being married to a pastor.

“Overall, there was a nota-
bly negative tone to the ‘lot’ of 
most pastors’ wives,” Stumpf 
said of the Time article.

Eager to compile her own 
data, Stumpf took an audio re-
corder to an annual retreat for 
pastors’ wives in the California 
Southern Baptist Convention 
during summer 2013. She ex-
pected to beg the women to 
tell their stories, but she ended 
up having to turn away just as 
many as she could fit into three 
solid days of interviewing.

“They wanted their stories 
told, and they weren’t all bad 
stories,” Stumpf, whose hus-
band, Paul Stumpf, is pastor of 
Colton Community Church in 
Colton, Calif., told SBC LIFE.

One of the main takeaways 
from the interviews, Stumpf 
said, was that the pastors’ wives 

who worked outside the home, 
either part-time or full-time, 
had higher levels of satisfac-
tion with their role, “partly be-
cause they had a broader sense 
of their own life and connec-
tions outside of the church.”

“Particularly when there 
were seasons of conflict, that 
provided some helpful resourc-
es to them,” she said.

A main concern of the pas-
tors’ wives who were inter-
viewed – about 35 in all – was 
that so many of their family’s 
“eggs” were in the “basket” of 
the church, Stumpf said. Their 
husband’s job, their friend-
ships, their children’s friend-
ships and more were centered 
in the church.

“If something goes bad at 
the church, it’s not just that 
their husband lost his job, but 
they lost their entire commu-
nity,” Stumpf said.

Stumpf’s study also includ-
ed written surveys from about 
100 women at the retreat, and 
she found that pastors’ wives 
at churches where there were 
more than one staff member 
– and pastors’ wives at larger 
churches – perceived that their 
churches were healthier. 

Another surprising find-
ing, she said, was that the 
longer a woman was married 
to a pastor, the more she per-
ceived negative effects of the  

From the ShelfWomen&Faith “Charm is deceptive and beauty 
is fleeting, but a woman who fears 

the Lord will be praised...”
 Proverbs 31:30 (HCSB) ‘Fight Back With Joy: Cel-

ebrate More. Regret Less. 
Stare Down Your Greatest 
Fears. ’
– Margaret Feinberg

The 6-session Bible 
study will 
help partici-
pants em-
brace a life 
that’s richer 
and fuller 
than they’ve 
ever known 
before – a 

life radiant with joy. Learn 
to practice joy, defiant joy. 

‘Before Amen: The Power 
of a Simple Prayer’
– Max Lucado

Max Lucado journeys 
to the heart 
of biblical 
prayer, offer-
ing hope for 
doubts and 
confus ion . 
B r e a k i n g 
down prayers 
in the Bible, 

Lucado reminds readers 
that prayer is not just a 
privilege for the pious, and 
they aren’t the first ones to 
struggle with it — the first 
followers of Jesus needed 
prayer guidance too. 

‘Keep It Shut: What to Say, 
How to Say It, and When to 
Say Nothing at All’ 
– Karen Ehman

“Keep It Shut” explores 
how to bet-
ter control 
the tongue, 
k n o w i n g 
what to say 
and how to 
say it, and re-
alizing when 
it is best to 

say nothing at all. In the 
book, a woman whose 
mouth has gotten her into 
loads of trouble shares the 
hows (and how-not-tos) of 
dealing with the tongue.

For more information, go to 
lifeway.com

By Katherine L. King

HERE IS A SIMPLE LESSON: If you 
live in a glass house, it’s time to get cur-
tains! 

I love to decorate. However, 
the problem with designing 
our homes – whether they are 
rentals, parsonages or privately 
owned houses – is that we can 
quickly lose perspective for our 
intended audience. Who are 
we aiming to satisfy – a wealthy 
neighbor, a prying church 
member or our loved ones who 
reside within? 

When people come 
into our homes – whether 
their intentions are noble or nosey – 
they should leave having been in the  

presence of good company and abun-
dant grace. 

I want my home to be a sanctuary, 
a true retreat, not only for me, but for 

anyone who enters. 
While it is true that some 

people will come over just to 
see what the pastor’s house 
looks like, much of what they 
see on the surface can be off-
set when overshadowed by 
our own calm and humble at-
titudes. If someone sees that 
I am OK with not trying to 
impress them but am confi-
dent in who I am in Christ, 
they subconsciously realize 
that their judgments carry 

no weight. And it takes the pressure off  
me as well. 

Yes, people will talk about my sense of 
style, my choice in paint and my ability – 
or lack thereof – to maintain my house. 
But what does it matter? We serve an 
audience of One and need to remember 
that “man looks at the outward appear-
ance, but the Lord looks at the heart” (1 
Sam. 16:7). 

When we finally quit trying to be per-
fect, we no longer allow ourselves to live 
in glass houses. 

Maybe it’s time you put up some cur-
tain panels in your house and on your 
heart – they will give protection and 
privacy when needed but can easily be 
opened to receive warmth from the sun. 
And when your heart is full of the Son, 
your home will be warm as well.

King’s husband, Justin, is pastor of First 
Baptist Church, Blytheville.

It’s time for some curtains
PASTORS’ WIVES

ministry on her marriage.
“You can figure out the ram-

ifications. If we want healthy 
churches, we probably need to 
figure out how this is affecting 
the women in the church,” 
Stumpf said.

Despite the challenges, most 
of the women did not regret 
being pastors’ wives. 

Regarding what the pastors’ 
wives in the interviews said they 
wanted their churches to know, 
“Mostly it was, ‘Just be a loving, 
kind church. Don’t get bogged 
down in conflict. Be kind to my 
husband,’” Stumpf said.

A structured and formal 
system of support outside the 
church would help, Stumpf 
concluded. Many of the  
women felt like they and their 
husbands were ministering all 

alone, and in a lot of cases,  
they were.

Churches with multiple 
staff members would have a 
great ministry, she said, if they 
would reach out to single-pas-
tor churches and include them 
as honorary staff members – 
affording them the benefits of 
camaraderie.

“Most of the pastors’ wives 
really were very happy. So con-
trary to the article that started 
me questioning, they did expe-
rience isolation, they did expe-
rience stress, but overall they 
were quite happy,” Stumpf said. 

This article first appeared 
in SBC Life and later on Bap-
tist Press’ website. For the full 
article, visit arkansasbaptist.
org/pastors-wives-need-outside-
support.

King

Pastors’ wives need outside support system

Pastors’ wives Christine Hoover (left), Kathy MacDonald and Susie Hawkins led 
a panel discussion at the 2014 pastors’ wives session of the Southern Baptist 
Convention Pastors’ Conference in Baltimore. Photo by Adam Covington 
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PINE BLUFF – Mike 
M a n n i n g 
will begin 
serving as 
H a r m o n y 
Baptist As-
sociation’s 
associational 
missionar y 
June 1. He 

previously served as direc-
tor of missions at Linn-Liv-
ington Baptist Association 
in Medadville, Mo. He 
also has pastored churches 
in Texas, Illinois, Louisi-
ana and Arkansas, includ-
ing Levy Baptist Church, 
North Little Rock; Calvary 
Baptist Church, Batesville, 
and First Baptist Church, 
Oden. Manning and his 
wife, Leslie, were both 
born in Arkansas. They 
have three children who 
live in central Arkansas.

  PASTOR

Lone Star Baptist Church in Greers Ferry 
is seeking a full-time pastor. Please 
send resume to 350 Lone Star Lane, Greers 
Ferry, AR 72067 or email to lonestarbaptist-
church2015@gmail.com.

Bigelow Baptist Church is prayerfully 
seeking to fill the position of pastor.  Email 
resumes to brandonrakridge@gmail.com.  

The First Baptist Church of Diamond City 
is prayerfully seeking a bi-vocational or 
semiretired pastor for a small church 
body. Send resume to dlr8685@gmail.com 
or P.O. Box 1084, Diamond City, AR 72630.

First Baptist Church, El Dorado, is prayer-
fully seeking to fill the position of senior 
pastor. Email resumes to fbceldorado201@
gmail.com or mail to Pastor Search Commit-

tee, 100 E. Peach St., Suite 350, El Dorado, 
AR  71730.    

Reynolds Baptist Church, Little Rock, is a 
small church in search of a bi-vocational 
pastor. Mail inquiries to Reynolds Baptist 
Church, 7111 Fourche Dam Pike, Little Rock, 
AR 72206, Attn: Pastor Search Committee. 

First Baptist of Tuckerman is seeking a 
full-time or bi-vocational pastor. 
Please send resume to FBC, P.O. Box 1188, 
Tuckerman, AR 72473.

New Hope Baptist Church in Jay, Okla., 
is prayerfully seeking a full-time pas-
tor. Please send resumes to newhope-
baptistjay@gmail.com.

  OTHER STAFF POSITIONS

Danville First Baptist Church is seeking a 

passionate full-time music minister/
worship leader. Submit resumes to P.O. 
Box 877, Danville, AR 72833 or fbcdan@
arkwest.com, Attn: Search Committee.

The North Central Baptist Association 
is prayerfully accepting resumes for an 
associational missionary. Resumes 
will be accepted until Aug. 1, and they can 
be mailed to the attention of the Search 
Committee at 268 Main Street, Clinton, 
AR 72031. For more information, please 
email Chairman Billy Reece at billytreece@
hotmail.com.  

FBC, Pea Ridge, is prayerfully seeking a 
part-time children’s ministry direc-
tor to lead volunteers and kids birth-sixth 
grade. Salary commensurate with experi-
ence. Request more information or send re-
sumes: al@prfbc.org or call 479-451-8192. 

Southern Heights Baptist Church is cur-
rently seeking both a full-time youth 
pastor and a full-time worship 
leader. Resumes may be sent to shbc@
windstream.net or to 279 Highway 221 S., 
Berryville, AR 72616.

Union Valley Baptist Church of Beebe is 
seeking a full-time minister of music 
to lead our blended worship services. Lo-
cated in central Arkansas, Union Valley has 
an average worship attendance of 500. This 
individual will be responsible for directing 
adult and youth choirs, as well as the praise 
band. Send resume to timsparks@centurytel.
net.

  MISCELLANEOUS 

Two condos for rent in Destin, Fla. Two 

C l a s s i f i e d s

Submit a classi� ed:
501-376-4791, ext. 5153
arkansasbaptist.org/ad

Church life
Hickory Grove Baptist 

Church, Star City, will hold 
revival services June 21-24. The 
June 21 service will take place 
at 5 p.m., and the June 22-24 
services will take place at 6:30 
p.m. Dubs Byers, pastor of 
First Baptist Church, Dumas, 
will serve as preacher. Rick 
Sellers, First Baptist’s music 
minister, will lead worship.

Calvary Baptist Associa-
tion will hold its Fish Fry for 
Missions at 6 p.m. June 27 

Milestones
Rankin Chapel Baptist 

Church, Dumas, celebrated 
its 75th anniversary on May 
24 with almost 90 people in 
attendance. 

at Temple Baptist Church, 
Searcy. The program will be 
provided by the Calvary Bap-
tist Association Student Min-
istries. For more information, 
contact the association office 
at 501-729-3101.

First Baptist Church, El 
Dorado, members will pass 
out fruits and vegetables to 
local housing complexes June 
27 as part of its Mission El Do-
rado emphasis. Fruits, vegeta-
bles and monetary donations 
to buy these items will be col-
lected the day prior.

First Baptist Church, Ash-
down, will host a reception 
from 2 to 4 p.m. June 14 to 
honor Butch and Glenda Rid-
dle in recognition of Butch 
Riddle’s 25th anniversary as 
pastor. For more information, 
call 870-898-5196.

SAGE – Lois Faye James Hack-
er, wife of Rocky Bayou Baptist 
Association associational mis-
sionary S.D. Hacker, died May 
4 in the couple’s home in Sage. 
She was 78.

Lois Hacker was born in 
Bellefonte in 1936 and mar-
ried S.D. Hacker on Christmas 
Day in 1953. She graduated 
salutatorian from Berryville 
High School in 1954 and later 
attended Ouachita Baptist 
College (now Ouachita Baptist 
University) in Arkadelphia.

The Hackers’ 61 years of 
marriage were devoted to min-
istry. Lois Hacker partnered 
with her husband through-
out 20 years during which 
he served as pastor of local 

churches and more than 40 
years during which he served 
as associational missionary of 
White River Baptist, Indepen-
dence Baptist and Rock Bayou 
Baptist associations.

Lois Hacker led 
Bible drills for chil-
dren and youth, led 
conferences for chil-
dren’s ministry lead-
ers, served as a special 
district worker for the 
Arkansas Baptist State 
Convention and was 
a longtime Sunday 
school teacher. She 
served as clerk for the Rocky 
Bayou Baptist Association for 
19 years, wrote curriculum for 
the Southern Baptist Conven-

tion for more than 17 years 
and served on the Arkansas 
Woman’s Missionary Union 
(WMU) board.

Hacker served as pianist for 
multiple churches during her 

more than 60 years as 
a minister’s wife and 
taught piano lessons for 
six decades.

“She taught piano 
to over 250 pupils in 
a 60-year span that 
began when two Bap-
tist preachers backed 
her into a corner and 
asked her to teach each 

of their sons to play,” said S.D. 
Hacker. “She was still in high 
school at the time.”

According to her husband, 

one of Lois Hacker’s favorite 
hobbies was writing poetry. 
He said she specifically en-
joyed writing poems, which de-
scribed the Christian journey 
through life and into the full 
presence of God in heaven. 
Her poetry had become a fix-
ture of the Memorial Moments 
segment of each Rocky Bayou 
Baptist Association annual 
meeting.

Lois Hacker’s surviving fam-
ily includes her husband, three 
children, seven grandchildren, 
five great-grandchildren, two 
sisters, a brother and numer-
ous nieces and nephews. She 
was preceded in death by her 
parents, a sister and a brother-
in-law.

Lois Faye James Hacker, wife of S.D. Hacker, dies

Hacker

bedrooms, two baths. Email: lbrammer@
charter.net. Phone: 423-309-4422. 

Davis Church Pew Upholstery, 
30-plus years experience. Melton and 
Sandra Davis, Quitman, Miss.,  601-776-
6617.

Manning

Manning new 
Harmony AM

501-376-4791, ext. 5153  •  jeanie@arkansasbaptist.org
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CHURCHES of Black River 
Baptist Association came to-
gether May 16 to impact local 
communities with the gos-
pel. It was the second of four 
scheduled Acts 1:8 mission  
days in Black River. 

Nine churches from the as-
sociation came together, along 
with Cord Baptist Church 
from Independence Baptist 
Association, which partnered 
with them. Black River church-
es who partnered together 
were Alicia Baptist Church, 
Alicia, which was the host 
church; First Baptist Church, 
Walnut Ridge; First Baptist 
Church, Hoxie; First Baptist 
Church, Newport; First Bap-
tist Church, Imboden; First 
Southern Baptist Church, 
Black Rock; Immanuel Bap-
tist Church, Newport; New 
Song Baptist Church, Willi-
ford, and White Oak Baptist 
Church, Walnut Ridge. They 
represented more than a third 
of the churches in the associa-
tion.  

Despite the rain, more than 
80 people gathered at Alicia 
Baptist Church to take part in 
various ministry activities. 

The weather impact-
ed a block party that was  
planned in Alicia. Although 
several volunteers tried to lead 

Black River holds Acts 1:8 mission day

MOUNTAIN HOME – Mau-
rice Hitt, associational mission-
ary of White River Baptist As-
sociation, and members of the 
association’s GO Team, met 
on May 19 in Mountain Home 
to honor C.M. Howell and his 
wife, Jo Ann, for 19 years of 
service as missionaries to in-
mates at North Central Unit 
in Calico Rock.  Joining them 
were Bob Fielding, Arkansas 
Baptist State Convention mis-
sions team member, and his 
predecessor, Marion Reynolds.  

Howell, who pastored in Mis-
souri and Kansas for 35 years, 
was attending a 1991 meeting 
at Glorieta, New Mexico, when 
he was approached by a Califor-
nia leader about teaching Mas-
terLife in six prisons there. The 
Howells were commissioned 
by the Home Mission Board 
(now North American Mission 

Board) and became Mission 
Service Corps missionaries. 
After six years, they moved to 
Mountain Home and heard 
about the prison at Calico 
Rock.  They immediately began 
ministry there.  

Asked what one thing he 
can point to that changes in-
mates’ hearts so that they do 
not return to prison, Howell 
said, “Most of the men have 
never had any kind of Chris-
tian influence in their lives at 
all. Many came from gangs or 
broken homes and have no 
idea what love is. Those that 
enrolled in the PAL (Principles 
and Applications for Life) pro-
gram not only heard about 
God’s love in the Scriptures, 
they saw the love of men and 
women who came to teach 
them. Love draws them to the 
Lord and changes their lives.”

Howells honored for 19 years of 
prison ministry in Calico Rock

IMPACT JONESBORO – Walnut Street Baptist Church, Jonesboro, member 
Patty Witt donned her clown outfit and made balloon animals for neighbor-
hood children as a part of Impact Jonesboro, a one-day local mission trip held 
by the church April 25. Eighty-five members volunteered at three locations 
across the city with activities ranging from sports and games to face painting 
and inflatables to music and giveaways. Other volunteers provided lunch for 
all volunteers and participants at each site. Approximately 450 people were 
reached through the event, and 17 professions of faith were made.

the block party, the weather 
deterred community participa-
tion.

Marvin Reynolds, retired 
associational missionary for 
Black River Baptist Associa-
tion, led the prayer team as sev-
eral folks stayed at the church 
to pray all day for the various 
activities. Jake Guenrich, pas-
tor of First Baptist in Walnut 
Ridge, led the evangelism 
teams that went door to door 
in various communities such 
as Alicia, Black Rock, Swif-
ton and others. The teams re-
turned and reported that they 
had several opportunities to 
share the gospel and at least 
one person prayed to received 
Christ that day.

Pastor Tony Clem, of First 

Southern Baptist Church 
in Black Rock, reported a 
renewed excitement in his 
church on the following Sun-
day morning with several visi-
tors that came to worship as a 
result of the outreach teams.  

“The weather has been a 
challenge for each of the Acts 
1:8 days, with snow for the first 
one at the end of March and 
a lot of rain for the most re-
cent one, but the event contin-
ues to grow and involve more 
people,” said Mike McCoy, 
associational missionary for 
Black River Baptist Associa-
tion. “The excitement that this 
ministry is creating with the 
churches of Black River Bap-
tist Association is being felt on 
many levels.”

Will Vassar, pastor of First Baptist Church in Hoxie, leads an evangelism team.

C.M. Howell (front center) and his wife, Jo Ann (front right) were recently honored 
for their years of prison ministry. Also pictured are Associational Missionary Maurice 
Hitt (front left), Pastor Jack Gilliland (back left), Pastor Stephen Martin (back center) 
and Pastor Gary Wise.
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BALD KNOB – The ninth 
annual Fishers of Men men’s 
retreat will be hosted at the 
Norfork River Resort Aug. 
21-23. The retreat is an ini-
tiative of Central Baptist 
Church in Bald Knob and 
is open to any man, 16 or  
older, who would like to at-
tend. 

“It is a time like I’ve never 
experienced,” said Jamie 
McAnelly, primary director 
and organizer of the retreat 
and member of Central Bap-
tist, Bald Knob. “The setting 

is on the White River in the 
beautiful Ozark Mountains 
among some of God’s beau-
tiful creation. It has just the 
right mix of fishing, food and 
worship.” 

The weekend will involve 
a two-night cabin stay on the 
Norfork River with all meals 
included. A guided trout-
fishing trip on the White 
River, complete with a shore 
lunch, is optional. Special 
guests J.J. Jasper, of Ameri-
can Family Radio, and Chris 
McDaniel, worship leader 

at Liberty Baptist Church in 
Dalton, Ga., will lead three 
worship services. The sign-up  
deadline is July 12.

“This is not just a time of 
fellowship; it is a time spent 
where Christian men realize 
that they are not alone in their 
daily struggles,” McAnelly ex-
plained. “Over the course of 
the weekend, guards are let 
down, and truth and hon-
esty seep in and men are 
changed. Through this fellow-
ship, men realize the call to 
be more of what God has in-

MISSOURI-BASED recre-
ation ministry Sports Cru-
saders is set to hold multiple 
sports camps for children 
throughout Arkansas this 
summer.

Following is a list of 
Sports Crusaders camps 
being held in Arkansas:

– June 1-5: First Baptist 
Church, Norphlet – basket-
ball

– June 8-12: First Baptist 
Church, Walnut Ridge – bas-
ketball/softball/baseball

– June 22-26: Baring 
Cross Baptist Church, Sher-
wood – basketball

– July 13-17: Westview 
Baptist Church, Paragould 
– soccer

– July 27-31: Highland 
Drive Baptist Church – soc-
cer

– July 13-17: Rose City 
Boys and Girls Club, North 
Little Rock

For more information 
on Sports Crusaders, visit 
sportscrusaders.org.

Anna Hurst
Arkansas Baptist News

PARON — Camp Paron has 
been undergoing several 
changes in both staff and fa-
cilities. Due to the retirement 
of previous staff, new manage-
ment was brought on to run 
the camp while implementing 
modernization and growth.

John Hoogendoorn, from 
Granbury, Texas, became the 
new camp manager in January. 
In February, his wife, Sherrie, 
was hired part-time to assist 
him in running the camp.

“In our short time here, it 
seems that Camp Paron has 
been a hidden treasure among 
our Christian community, 
as well as the local area,” the 
Hoogendoorns commented. 
“Word needs to be spread 
throughout our churches that 
Camp Paron is a perfect place 
for your group. We are here 
to serve you, but we can only 
accomplish that if you come 
spend time with us.”

Samantha Tischer, from 
Waldron, was introduced as 
the new assistant manager May 
11. 

“God has blessed me to 
be a part of Camp Paron, 
and I look forward to learn-
ing and growing while I am  

here,” said Tischer.
“John and Sherrie came to 

us from Glorieta. They bring 
a new vision to what Camp 
Paron could be. They are striv-
ing to make it a premier place 
in Arkansas for groups to have 
camps, conferences and re-
treats,” said Jeff Corley, Arkan-
sas Baptist State Convention 
executive and administrative 
team member and controller 
of Camp Paron, who has over-
seen the camp for seven years.

“Samantha has worked at 
several camps in Arkansas and 
has a degree in camp manage-
ment (from the University of 
Arkansas in Fayetteville). She’s 
going to help us expand our 
programming and bring focus 
to overall operations to help us 
be as efficient as possible.”

Along with the new manage-
ment comes a list of renovations 
and upgrades for the camp it-
self. Future goals include the 
implementation of new pro-
grams, renovation of the snack 
shack and other facilities and 
the increase of volunteer op-
portunities and involvement, 
all in the hope of “building and 
expanding the long legacy for 
Camp Paron as a place of fun, 
retreat and ministry,” explained 
the Hoogendoorns.

For more information 

Camp Paron undergoes staffing, facilities changes

Sports Crusaders 
dates released

Central, Bald Knob, hosts Fishers of Men Aug. 21-23

about Camp Paron or the 
new staff, follow the han-
dle “campparon” on social 
media or visit their website at 
campparon.com.

Contact Anna at anna @ar-
kansasbaptist.org.

Sherrie Hoogendoorn (above left) and 
her husband, John (above back cen-
ter), visit with a group at Camp Paron. 
The Hoogendoorns (below left) were 
hired at the beginning of the year, and 
Samantha Tischer (below right) was 
hired in May.

ABN Father of Year contest deadline extended
THE DEADLINE for the 
annual Arkansas Baptist News 
(ABN) A Tribute to Godly 
Fathers contest has been ex-
tended to Monday, June 8.

In an effort to honor all 
fathers, each year the ABN 
selects a Father of the Year 
based on entries.

Writers are asked to sub-
mit a brief tribute (300 words 
or less) about their father or 
another worthy father they 
know. The father’s full name 
and church home, as well as 
the phone number and email 
address of the submitter, must 
be included with the tribute. 

The father nominated 
must be a current member of 
an Arkansas Southern Bap-
tist church.

All tributes should be re-
ceived in the ABN office no 
later than 11:59 p.m. June 8.

Email tributes to jeanie@
arkansasbaptist.org.

tended for them to be. It’s a  
beautiful thing that just hap-
pens as God moves through-
out the event.”

For more information 
about the retreat, visit CBC-

Fishersofmen.com or the Face-
book page “Fishers of Men 
419.” For more information  
on Central Baptist Church, 
visit their website at central-
baptistbaldknob.net.  
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Zachary Tunnell
DeWitt

“You can talk the talk, but can you 
walk the walk?” is a challenge issued 
for an individual to back up by ac-
tions what has been stated through 
words. Ultimately, it is a very combat-
ive statement that 
either demeans or 
idolizes the one 
who is being chal-
lenged.

The Apostle 
John issued a simi-
lar sort of challenge 
to his “dear chil-
dren” in 1 John 2:1-
2, but his challenge was 
not meant to be demean-
ing or idolizing. Instead, 
it was meant to encour-
age his beloved to walk as 
Jesus walked.

John wanted the lives 
of believers to match what 
their mouths said was 
true. What were believers 
saying was true? That they 
had never sinned? That 
they had not sinned since 
being redeemed?

No! They were saying that through 
Jesus Christ, their sins had been for-
given!

The word that John had proclaimed, 
and was proclaiming again, was that for-
giveness is found in Jesus Christ alone 
(1 John 1:9). God is faithful and able 

to completely save those who confess 
their sins to Him. That means that 
upon a person’s initial confession of 
Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior, that 
individual is eternally forgiven in 

the sight of God 
(Rom. 10:9-10).

What about sins 
one commits after 
salvation? How do 
we deal with the re-
ality that we all still 
sin? John addresses 
that reality in two 
ways. First, he says 

that one should not claim 
to have fellowship with the 
Father, yet walk in “dark-
ness” (1 John 1:6). This 
walking in darkness means 
intentionally doing what is 
unholy before God.

Secondly, John reminds 
his readers of Jesus Christ, 
their Advocate before the 
Father. An advocate is one 
who appears on another’s 
behalf. When a believer 

sins, he or she has Jesus Christ inter-
ceding for them before the throne of 
God. How wonderful! 

Believer, you have “talked the talk” 
by professing Jesus Christ as Lord. 
Are you “walking the walk” by living 
in His grace? Are you walking in 
the light?

soon as the priests’ “feet touched the 
water’s edge,” the miracle came. The 
water stopped flowing and God’s peo-
ple crossed over on dry ground. 

God made a way where there was no 
way. He did some-
thing amazing to 
prove His power, 
make His presence 
known and pro-
vide for His people. 
Their faith in Him 
prompted action. 
Genuine faith is 
always lived out. 

Genuine faith acts. The 
Israelites stepped out in 
faith because of their con-
fidence in God’s power.

The same God who 
made a way for the Israel-
ites is still doing amazing 
things in our world today. 
Are you ready to step out 
in confident faith and fol-
low where He leads? Are 
you looking for Him – ex-

pecting Him – to provide a way where 
there is no way?

Genuine faith propelled the Israel-
ites to step into a fast-moving current. 
What ministry, mess or mission is He 
asking you to step into? Will you step 
forward boldly, confidently and obedi-
ently – all because you go in His pres-
ence, His power and His provision?

Laura Macfarlan
Siloam Springs

Life if filled with dangers like car 
accidents and falling out of trees, but 
seldom does one seem to consider the 
consequences of pride. One of the 
greatest consequences of pride is failing 
to learn and apply the Truth.

The Apostle 
John was con-
cerned for those 
to whom he wrote 
his first Epistle, 
and for good rea-
son. There were 
some teachers who 
had infiltrated the 
ranks of the Church and 
were misleading the peo-
ple of God. To help his 
beloved know what dan-
gers to avoid, John gave 
one simple exhortation in 
1 John 2:15-27: “Abide in 
Him.”

The echoes of abiding 
in God ring strong from 
John 15. Consider, how-
ever, John’s specific chal-
lenge in 1 John. It was not 
just to abide in God, but 
specifically to abide in God’s Truth. 
How does one abide in the Truth of 
God? Consider three aspects of John’s 
challenge.

First, John was not saying to not 
submit to teachers. To view the words 
“you have no need that anyone should 
teach you” (1 John 2:27) as an excuse 

to never sit under the preaching and 
teaching of a local church pastor is evi-
dence of sinful pride. God has given 
pastors and teachers to the Church for 
the benefit of the Church (Eph. 4:11), 
so let us accept God’s gifts!

S e c o n d l y , 
John’s challenge 
was not an excuse 
to neglect study-
ing God’s Word. 
God’s anointing 
actively teaches 
those who receive 
it, showing the re-

ality that a believer must 
continue to be taught 
God’s Truth (1 John 
2:27).

Third, the Truth that 
was taught needed to be 
applied. The Truth is ap-
plied whenever someone 
continues with the true 
confession that Jesus is the 
Christ, the atoning Sacri-
fice for our sins (1 John 
2:2, 28).

People are always look-
ing for what is “new,” looking to accept 
and apply what should be discarded. 
Will you show wisdom as a follower of 
Jesus Christ by rejecting pride and re-
ceiving and applying the Truth, which 
you have already confessed? 

Avoid the danger of pride by abid-
ing in the Truth of God.

Surely emotion, adrenalin and ex-
pectations were all high as the Israelites 
prepared to launch their first campaign 
after crossing the Jordan into the Prom-
ised Land. 

In Joshua 6, God issued His instruc-
tions through Josh-
ua: 

–March around 
the city once per 
day for six days.

– March around 
seven times on 
day seven with the 
priests blowing the 
trumpets.

– When the walls fall 
down, go in and take the 
city. 

Were they surprised 
that swords and bows 
would be replaced with 
trumpets and shouting? 
Did they look at one an-
other in wonder – fear – 
or confident faith?

Did they march stead-
fast and determined on 
day one? Were they doubt-
ing by days three and four? Did day six 
bring more trudging than marching? 

Perhaps more than a military victo-
ry, Jericho was about laying a founda-
tion of faith. Victory would be assured 
so long as the people trusted God com-
pletely and obeyed Him wholeheart-
edly.

Regardless of possible conflicting 
emotions on the inside, the Israelites 
obeyed completely on the outside. The 
enemy sometimes lulls us into believ-
ing that to obey with doubt is hypo-
critical or even deceitful. In reality, it is 

maturity and com-
mitment that leads 
us to carry on no 
matter what. It 
proves our faith 
in Him trumps 
our fear in circum-
stances. We know 
what is right. We 

do what is right. Eventu-
ally, our emotions will 
catch up and it will also 
feel right. 

Where is God call-
ing you to march for-
ward? Is He asking you 
to walk in forgiveness, 
in sacrifice, in service? 
Is He issuing you a com-
mand to do something 
insane, uncomfortable 
or even ridiculous? Are 
you ready to stick to His 

plan – all the way to the end? Are you 
ready to behold the blessing of seeing 
walls come down – walls of bitterness, 
pride, selfishness, separation and un-
forgiveness? Are you ready to rush in 
and claim the blessing and the victory 
that come with obedience? To Him be 
all the glory!

Laura Macfarlan
Siloam Springs

Walking in the light
1 JOHN 1:5-2:6 

EXPLORE THE BIBLE

JUNE 21, 2015

Zachary Tunnell
DeWitt

Forty years have passed since the Isra-
elites’ forefathers fled Egypt. Their jour-
ney through the wilderness has ended, 
and the Israelites are poised and ready 
to enter the land promised to them 
by God. Only one 
thing is between 
them and the 
promise: the Jor-
dan River, which is 
now at flood stage. 

Did the swirl-
ing water dash the 
hopes of some? 
Did the fast-mov-
ing currents carry their 
faith downstream? Or 
did the high waters only 
heighten their confidence 
in God’s power to deliver 
on His promise to provide?

Joshua told them in 
Joshua 3:5 to expect some-
thing “amazing.” 

The next step in the 
journey to the Promised 
Land was, in the Neil-Arm-
strong-vernacular, “one small step for a 
man” but one giant step of faith. The 
priests led the way. They demonstrated 
their confidence in God’s power and 
His provision when they stepped into 
the flooding Jordan River. 

God made good on His promise. 
They didn’t have to wade into deep 
water. Joshua 3:15-16 records that as 

Be confident in God’s power 
JOSHUA 3:7-17

BIBLE STUDIES FOR LIFE

Dangers to avoid
1 JOHN 2:15-27 

EXPLORE THE BIBLE

Stick to God’s plan 
JOSHUA 6:1-5, 12-16, 20 

BIBLE STUDIES FOR LIFE
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