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Arkansas Baptists:
‘Every One Matters’
TEXARKANA – An esti-
mated 1,000-plus Arkansas 
Baptist messengers and guests 
converged on Trinity Baptist 
Church in Texarkana Oct. 
27-29 to conduct business, 
worship and hear inspiring 
sermons and entity reports 
during the 161st annual meet-
ing of the Arkansas Baptist 
State Con-
v e n t i o n 
( A B S C ) , 
P a s t o r s ’ 
Conference 
and related 
meetings.

The 515 
church messengers registered 
by the ABSC at the meeting 
represented every geographi-
cal region of the state. In 
2013, the annual meeting held 
at Cross Church in Rogers at-
tracted 591 messengers. This 
year’s annual meeting theme 
was Every One Matters.

The annual meeting has 
been held in Texarkana three 
times previously – in 1906, 
1928 and 1946 – and all at 
Beech Street Baptist Church. 
Messengers attending the 1946 

annual meeting numbered 
499.

Archie Mason, pastor of 
Central Baptist Church, Jones-
boro, was re-elected to a sec-
ond term as ABSC president; 
Doug Falknor, pastor of First 
Baptist Church, Fayetteville, 
was re-elected first vice presi-
dent, and Gary Thomas, pas-

tor of First 
B a p t i s t 
C h u r c h , 
L o w e l l , 
was re -
elected sec-
ond vice 
president. 

All three men ran unopposed.
Messengers approved five 

resolutions, including resolu-
tions addressing religious lib-
erty, statewide alcohol sales, 
transgender identity and 
Christian citizenship and civic 
participation (see related story, 
Page 13).

Greg Addison, associate ex-
ecutive director of the ABSC, 
led a portion of the Oct. 28 
morning session that focused

The worship team from Central Baptist Church, Jonesboro, leads worship during the 2014 Arkansas Baptist State Convention 
Annual Meeting at Trinity Baptist Church in Texarkana. Photo by Caleb Yarbrough

Alcohol proposal fails, GOP sweeps o�  ces
LITTLE ROCK – Nov. 4 
marked midterm elections in 
various states across the Unit-
ed States, including Arkansas. 
Arkansans voted to uphold 
local control of alcohol sales 
and gradually raise the state’s 
minimum wage. Republican 
candidates swept near-
ly all offices up for elec-
tion in the state.

Larry Page, execu-
tive director of the Ar-
kansas Faith and Eth-
ics Council (AFEC), 
was a harsh critic of 
the Arkansas Alco-
holic Beverage Initia-
tive, Issue 4, on the ballot. 
Page argued that the initiative 
would stifle the voice of indi-
viduals living in Arkansas’ 37 
dry counties. By forfeiting the 
right of local municipalities 
and communities to decide to 
allow or prohibit the sale of al-
cohol, Page argued Arkansans 

would unnecessarily lose their 
voice on the issue.

Page sent an email to sub-
scribers and to AFEC support-
ers following the results of the 
Nov. 4 election.

“The vote was not close. By 
an overwhelming margin, we 

beat Issue #4, rejected 
statewide alcohol sales, 
and retained the im-
portant principle of 
local control,” wrote 
Page. “It is so gratify-
ing to see what a differ-
ence for righteousness 
we can make when we 
come together and 

take decisive action on an 
issue.”

The other major issue on 
the ballot in Arkansas dealt 
with gradually raising the 
state’s minimum wage. Ac-
cording to published reports, 
Issue 5 passed and will raise 
Arkansas’ minimum wage 

from $6.25 to $7.50 per hour 
on Jan. 1, 2015, to $8 per hour 
on Jan. 1, 2016, and finally to 
$8.50 per hour on Jan. 1, 2017.

According to published re-
ports, the other three issues 
passed. These were: Issue 1, to 

See ELECTION page 11 See AM WRAP page 20

Ark. church accepts call to impact African city
Elaine Gaston
International Mission Board

Editor’s Note: International 
Mission Board missionaries 
Mike and Heather McAfee from 
Tennessee and North Carolina 
are featured in the 2014 Lottie 
Moon Christmas Offering for In-
ternational Missions emphasis. 
This story is by Elaine Gaston, 
who has served overseas with her 
family in restricted-access coun-
tries and is now based in the 
U.S.

ABIDJAN, Ivory Coast (BP) 
– Dinner was a far cry from 
an Arkansas Baptist church 
supper. 

On this night, six members 
of Arkansas’ Valley Baptist 
Church in Searcy squeezed 
into a modest Muslim home 

in Abidjan, Ivory Coast, and 
dipped their spoons into Af-
rican groundnut stew and fish 
sauce served over “attieke,” the 

staple Ivorian food made from 
cassava. They were eating with 
a local family who was break-
ing their Ramadan fast.

“Man, you couldn’t have 
told me 10 years ago I’d be 

over here eatin’ with a Mus-
lim,” Paul Yingling said with 
an incredulous shake of his 
head. 

But then, you couldn’t 
have told Yingling, and his 
wife, Jan, that God would so 
burden their hearts for Mus-
lims that they would find 
themselves traveling to West 
Africa to tell stories about 
Christ. 

Yingling is an automo-
tive technician in Searcy. 
The Yinglings were part of 
the team of Valley Baptist 
Church volunteers who 
first journeyed to Abidjan 
last year to see how their 
hometown church might im-
pact a West African city on 
the other side of the globe. 

See LOTTIE page 20
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Abedini shares at Cross Church about struggles, God’s peace
Jessica Vanderpool
Arkansas Baptist News

NAGHMEH Abedini looked 
at her Iranian interrogator and 
at the guns pointed at her, and 
her husband, Saeed Abedini, 
and a house church leader.

It was the year 2004, and 
the Iranian Revolutionary 
Guards had taken them to an 
interrogation facility. The in-
terrogation was almost over, 
and they had been given one 
last chance: say they were Mus-
lims and go free, or say they 
were Christians and die. They 
were told it would not be an 
easy death, but rather one fol-
lowing imprisonment and tor-
ture. 

“I thought, ‘You know, I’ve 
gone to church. I’ve read my 
Bible. But how real is Jesus? … 
Because this interrogator and 
this gun are more real to me 
than Jesus is right now.’ And 
I felt a still voice say, ‘Don’t 
deny Me and I will deliver 
you,’” Naghmeh Abedini re-
counted.

She answered the interroga-
tor: “I’m a Christian.”

The man was angry as he 
listened to their testimonies, 
writing down their words as 
evidence against them. And as 
they were being led off, Nagh-
meh Abedini wondered if she 
had misheard God’s promise 
of deliverance. 

But then the interrogator 
stopped them, asking to speak 
to Saeed Abedini. After about 
half an hour, the interrogator, 
holding back tears, ripped up 
his notes and said, “Just go.” 
And then he whispered to 
Saeed Abedini a request for a 
Bible.

Naghmeh Abedini shared 
the story during an interview 

human terms, I don’t know 
when I’ll see Saeed again, but 
in my spirit I trust God,” she 
said.

She said her husband has 
been offered freedom if he 
denies Christ and returns to 
Islam, but he has refused. She 
said he shares Christ’s love 
wherever he is. He was even ex-
iled to another prison because 
he had led so many people to 
Christ where he was. 

She also spoke about the ef-
fect his imprisonment has had 
on their family, noting how 
much her children miss him. 

But God has also used the 
situation for good. Although 
Naghmeh Abedini used to live 
in fear and anxiety, since her 
husband’s arrest, she has been 
free from fear as she has abid-
ed in Christ and experienced 
peace and joy, she said, refer-
encing John 15.

During the interview, Floyd 
noted that many people in the 
congregation had experienced 
trials. He asked Naghmeh Abe-
dini to share what God had 
taught her about suffering and 
how He had taken her at her 
lowest point and by His grace 
put her in high places for His 

with Ronnie Floyd, Southern 
Baptist Convention president 
and pastor of Cross Church 
in northwest Arkansas. Floyd 
interviewed her Oct. 26 as 
part of Cross Church’s I’ll be 
1 Day. Naghmeh Abedini said 
that remembering her experi-
ence in 2004 helped her when 
her husband was arrested for 
his faith while visiting Iran in 
2012 and eventually sentenced 
to eight years in prison.

“So the Lord reminded 
me of that story to say, ‘You 
should have died then, but I 
saved you. Your life is in My 
hands. The time you leave this 
earth is in My hands. Don’t 
fear death. Don’t fear where 
Saeed is and what will happen 
to him.’ And that released me 
of a lot of fears,” she said.

She shared with the Cross 
Church congregation that she 
was born in Iran but grew up 
in Boise, Idaho, later traveling 
to Iran where she met Saeed 
Abedini, who had been a 
strong Muslim before convert-
ing to Christianity and becom-
ing an underground pastor.

They moved to the United 
States around 2005 due to 
Christian persecution. They 
had a daughter in 2006 and a 
son in 2008.

In 2012, Saeed Abedini trav-
eled to Iran to help with an or-
phanage, and while there, he 
was arrested and imprisoned 
because of his faith. After five 
months of interrogation and 
beatings, in January 2013, he 
was sentenced to eight years in 
prison, but Naghmeh Abedini 
said the Iranian government 
has said that the sentence will 
not end and that her husband 
will never get out of prison.

“In human terms, all the 
appeals have been rejected. In 

glory.
She said she thinks God 

wants the Church to not fear 
suffering or the future. She 
said that, for Christians, life 
is about knowing God. And 
hardships can draw Christians 
closer to God and allow them 
to experience their own weak-
ness and Christ’s strength.

She said God is looking for 
Christians to submit them-
selves to Him. She shared 
about the many places, includ-
ing the United Nations, where 
God has allowed her to speak 
about Him since her hus-
band’s arrest.

“Once you abide in Him 
(the Lord) and let go, … He 
brings the fruit and you be-
come the light of the world 
and … the world wants to take 
of that fruit and wants to come 
to you,” she said. “I think it’s 
just learning to abide in Him 
and letting go.”

The interview ended with 
prayer for the Abedini fam-
ily. An Iranian student in the 
Cross Church School of Minis-
try led the prayer, praying first 
in Farsi and then in English.

Contact Jessica Vanderpool at 
jessica@arkansasbaptist.org.

Ronnie Floyd, pastor of Cross Church in northwest Arkansas, speaks with Naghmeh 
Abedini during a Cross Church I’ll Be 1 Day service.

Sparkman First Baptist Church: ‘Beautiful Past, Bright Future’
Tim Yarbrough
Arkansas Baptist News

SPARKMAN – A buzz of 
conversation and laughter 
echoed loudly on a crisp late 
October morning from the 
fellowship hall of First Baptist 
Church, Sparkman.

Old friends, former pas-
tors and longtime members 
sat a tables, stood near an 
abundance of finger foods 
and, in one corner, carefully 
looked over old photographs 
and church artifacts from 
bygone years.

The air of excitement was 
for the church’s 100-
year anniversary cel-
ebration held Oct. 
26, which featured 
two church services 
with special music 
and lots of reminisc-
ing and preaching 
from two former pas-
tors. The theme of the 
services was Beautiful 
Past, Blessed Present, 
Bright Future – 100 
Years of Service. It 
was also the name of a special 
book of memories and his-

tory that the church gave to 
members and guests.

“I thank my God 
for every remem-
brance of you,” read 
Jimmy L. Burks, 
quoting from Philip-
pians 1:1-8. Burks 
pastored Sparkman 
from 1993 to 1998.

“I am grateful that 
we can come togeth-
er,” said Burks in a ser-
mon cut short due to 
time constraints of the 

two morning services. “There 
is a joy of recollection … (and) 

a joy of the fellowship.” 
Burks reminded everyone 

of the rich prayer ministry 
history of the church. 

“We have the joy of the 
wonderful ministry of in-
tercession,” he said. “Prayer 
makes a great church! Pray, 
pray, pray. … Keep on pray-
ing! Every day you should re-
member people.”

Wrapping up his sermon, 
Burks told the church that 
“we are working together for 
the glory of God.”

See SPARKMAN page 3

James Guthrie, 
pastor of First 

Baptist Church, 
Sparkman.

New York Baptists
consider name change
NANUET, N.Y. (BP) – 
The Baptist Convention 
of New York (BCNY)  
could soon have a new 
name and a new location 
for its offices, messengers 
learned at the conven-
tion’s 45th annual meet-
ing Sept. 29-30 at Grace 
Baptist Church in Nanuet. 
Messenger Edwin Attaway 
of First Christian Church 
in Brushton, N.Y., moved 
that the BCNY’s consti-
tution be amended to 
change its name to the 
Great Commission Bap-
tists of the Northeast, a 
name that would better 
reflect the presence of 
churches in Connecticut, 
Massachusetts, New Jersey 
and New York. Messengers 
voted to refer the motion 
to the Convention’s exec-
utive board for consider-
ation at next year’s annual 
meeting. Terry Robertson, 
BCNY executive director, 
noted the appropriateness 
of referring to the conven-
tion’s 417 churches and 
35,944 total members as 
“Great Commission Bap-
tists” in keeping with the 
meeting’s theme of Until 
the World Knows.

Missouri Baptists
challenge state’s AG
OSAGE BEACH, Mo. 
(BP) – Messengers to the 
annual meeting of the 
Missouri Baptist Conven-
tion, Oct. 27-29, defend-
ed the biblical view of 
marriage and challenged 
Attorney General Chris 
Koster to fulfill his oath 
of office by defending 
Missouri’s constitution. 
Jackson County Circuit 
Judge J. Dale Youngs’ 
Oct. 3 ruling opened the 
door for same-sex couples 
“married” in other states 
to collect a host of ben-
efits previously afforded 
only to heterosexual mar-
ried couples in Missouri. 
Koster announced Oct. 4 
that he would not appeal 
Youngs’ decision.



www.arkansasbaptist.org 3

Digest

For more ABN Digest, go to 
www.arkansasbaptist.org/abn-digest

Stories of interest 
to Arkansas Baptists 

Frank Page: ‘Cooperative Program levels the playing � eld’
TEXARKANA – “We need 
to win more people and teach 
them to give unto the Lord,” 
Frank Page, president and 
chief executive officer of the 
Southern Baptist Convention 
(SBC) Executive Committee, 
told those gathered for the Co-
operative Program (CP) Break-
fast Oct. 29 at Trinity Baptist 
Church in Texarkana.

The breakfast is held each 
year at the Arkansas Baptist 
State Convention 
(ABSC) Annual Meet-
ing and is attended 
by convention lead-
ers, pastors and other 
guests.

Page said South-
ern Baptists are living 
in a time when “the 
only generation who 
responds to a call to 
loyalty is those 65 and older, 
the builder generation. (Other 
generations living today) don’t 
respond to a call to loyalty like 
our parents or grandparents 
did. We respond only to calls 
to value and to understand 
why we do what we do.”

“I’m passionate about mis-
sions. I’m passionate about 
evangelism. I’m passionate 
about church planting,” said 
Page. “You see, it’s not a mat-
ter of either/or – it’s a matter 
of both/and.”

Page added, “I can also 
tell you are passionate about 
Southern Baptist missions and 
ministries through the Coop-
erative Program.”

Southern Baptists need to 
focus on two things in the 21st 

it! If you don’t like it, fix it! 
But fix it as an insider and not 
as an outsider,” Page said.

“If you study it, I think you 
are going to see there is a lot 
more going on than you ever, 
ever, ever realized.”

While some see the Cooper-
ative Program as not that glam-
orous – it serves a vital func-
tion of distributing funds for 
maximum kingdom impact, 
he said, adding, if Southern 
Baptists were to return 
to a societal method of 
missions funding they 
may not realize what 
they had until it is lost.

“Direct funding, 
long-term, does not 
work,” said Page.

“Southern Baptists 
must understand who 
we are,” he said, point-
ing to only 169 of the SBC’s 
46,000-plus churches averag-
ing 2,000 or more in atten-
dance.

“Forty-five thousand of our 
46,000 churches are small,” 
said Page, adding that when a 
direct funding model is used, 
“small churches will suffer … 
and the result is inward focus.” 

“I will not forget we are a 
convention of small churches,” 
he said.

Page added that almost 
one of four SBC churches are 
ethnic, and 3,000 are African-
American.

“The Cooperative Program 
levels the playing field for what 
we do,” he said, adding the 
only way to effectively reach 
the world for Jesus Christ is by 

century: evangelism and stew-
ardship, Page said. 

Overall receipts given 
through the Cooperative Pro-
gram have declined 5.9 per-
cent in the past five years, said 
Page. 

“But guess what. Over-
all giving to churches has 
declined 5.9 percent in the 
last five years,” he said. “The 
overall decline in giving mir-
rors the overall decline in that 

which people are giv-
ing to churches. So the 
bottom line is that we 
have less people giving 
less money.

“Southern Baptists 
have less people than 
we have had in the 
past. We need to win 
more people to Jesus 
Christ and teach them 

to ‘give unto the Lord,’” said 
Page, explaining that people 
are giving, just not to churches.

Page said there is another 
key statistic that is seeing a 
turnaround. 

“We are seeing something 
turn that hasn’t turned in 30 
years,” said Page. “Last year 
(CP) ticked up 5.5 percent. … 
The average percentage (from 
each church) is now going up. 
And we praise the Lord for 
that.”

He said he understands that 
many younger pastors don’t 
seem to like giving to a face-
less giving plan like the Co-
operative Program and don’t 
embrace the name that empha-
sizes the term “program.”

“I say, ‘Check it out; study 

“cooperating together.”
Also speaking during the 

breakfast was Jarvis Smith, pas-
tor of Second Baptist Church 
in West Helena. 

His mission field is located 
in one of the poorest counties 
in Arkansas. 

Smith pointed to John 12 
and Mary’s use of expensive 
perfume on Jesus’ feet prior to 
His crucifixion.

While Mary was on a mis-
sion that was right and 
appropriate, Judas ob-
jected, not seeing the 
“big picture” of Mary’s 
actions. 

“He doesn’t see that 
Jesus is being anointed 
to bring others salva-
tion,” said Smith.

“The detractors 
were off base,” said 

Smith. “(Judas) misplaced the 
value of who Mary was and 
why she was there. He thought 
it was a waste and was useless.”

“We want you to under-
stand that we, who are Mary, 
appreciate what you are 
doing,” said Smith, thanking 
Arkansas Baptists for investing 
in missions in the Delta.

“Sometimes you don’t real-
ize how far your gift will go. 
It may reach to the highest 
mountain,” he said. 

“Christ’s program, His 
promise will go forth ... de-
spite rejections,” said Smith. 
“His program will go forth. 
The question is will He use us?

“Keep on putting the per-
fume at the feet of Jesus,” 
Smith concluded.

continued from page 2
SPARKMAN

First Baptist, Sparkman, has 
a rich history of missions and 
giving, having been recognized 
as the top giver through the 
Cooperative Program in the 
Arkansas Baptist State Con-
vention (ABSC). In 2014, First 
Baptist was recognized by the 
convention as second in over-
all per capita giving ($1,055), 
first in overall percentage giv-
ing (37.48 percent) and first in 
percentage giving for churches 
averaging 50-99 in Sunday 
school (37.48 percent).

Preaching during the sec-
ond service was Stephen 
Davis, who was First Baptist’s 
pastor from 1976 to 1977. It 
was Davis’ first pastorate. He 
later served as pastor of First 
Baptist Church, Russellville, 

from 1984 to 2011.
During the first service, 

current First Baptist Pastor 
James Guthrie was present-
ed with a plaque by Warren 
Gasaway, ABSC evangelism 
and church health team 
member.

Fifty-year members were 
recognized during the ser-
vices, which featured special 
music from several individu-
als, a children’s sermon by 
Michael Thompson, the 
church’s children’s minis-
ter, and a performance by 
the church’s children’s and 
youth choir. Lunch in the 
fellowship hall followed the 
two services.

Recounted in the book of 
memories was the establish-
ment of First Baptist on Feb. 
1, 1914, which was less than 
a year following the plat for the 
new town of Sparkman.

An article by George J. 
McNew in The Baptist Advance 
(since renamed the Arkansas 

Baptist News) read: “Sun-
day afternoon, on invi-
tation of Eld. Ben De-
Laughter, I had the plea-
sure of assisting in the 
organization of a church 
at the new town of Spark-
man, on the branch of 
the Rock Island road be-
tween Malvern and Cam-
den.”

McNew added at the 
end of the article, “My 
hope and prayer is that 
this church be as a good, 
strong, steady ‘light set 
on a hill that cannot be 
hid.’”

For more on First Bap-
tist, Sparkman, and to 
see a video from their an-
niversary service, visit ar-
kansasbaptist.org/spark-
man100.

Contact Tim Yarbrough at 
tim@arkansasbaptist.org.

Page Smith

Past and present members and friends of Sparkman 
First Baptist Church peruse artifacts from the 
church’s rich history.

Marijuana legalized
in Alaska, Ore. and D.C.
NASHVILLE, Tenn. (BP) 
– Results of marijuana 
votes Nov. 4 were mixed, 
with Oregon, Alaska and 
the District of Columbia 
approving recreational 
pot use but Florida reject-
ing a state constitutional 
amendment to legalize 
medical marijuana. Two 
Maine cities made oppo-
site decisions in their votes 
on recre-
a t i o n a l 
marijuana. 
S o u t h 
Po r t l a n d 
a p p rove d 
recreation-
al use by 
a 52-48 
margin while Lewiston re-
jected it 55-45. Marijuana 
remains illegal under fed-
eral law and is classified by 
the government as a sched-
ule 1 substance, which de-
notes “drugs with no cur-
rently accepted medical 
use and a high potential 
for abuse,” according to 
the U.S. Drug Enforce-
ment Administration web-
site.

Pro-life ballot issues
gain in Tenn., Colo.

NASHVILLE, Tenn. 
(BP) – Tennesseans ap-
proved Nov. 4 a consti-
tutional amendment to 
allow legislative regula-
tions on abortions there, 
while measures in North 
Dakota and Colorado to 
affirm the beginning of 
life at conception failed 
at the polls. Still, South-
ern Baptists in Colorado 
view the election of pro-
life U.S. Senate candidate 
Cory Gardner as a vic-
tory for unborn children, 
and North Dakotans will 
continue to proclaim the 
value of life from concep-
tion. Tennessee’s Amend-
ment 1, which allows the 
legislature to regulate 
abortion in the state,  
won with 52.6 percent of 
the vote.
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PRESSING 
ON 

Tim Yarbrough
Phil. 3:14

Editorial&Opinion “Always be prepared to give an answer 
to everyone who asks you to give the 

reason for the hope that you have...”
 1 Peter 3:15 (NIV)

Cartoon by Gary Thomas   

BOOK REVIEW

Doug Hibbard
 First Baptist Church 

Almyra

Dietrich Bonhoeffer Works, Volume 17, index
Edited by Victoria J. Barnett and Barbara Wojhoski, Fortress Press 2014

Strangely enough, today I am re-
viewing an index. Fortress Press, 

the publisher of the complete Dietrich 
Bonhoeffer Works in English, has 
published a volume that indexes all 
of the 16 vol-
umes of the 
original. This 
reflects the 
growing Amer-
ican interest 
in the life and 
writings of 
Bonhoeffer. 
The 17th volume contains a dozen 
documents not previously printed in 
English, as well as the index material.

First, the additional documents are 
primarily letters. These are translated 
from the German with footnotes 

about the context of the letters. 
These notes explain the material and 
writing style as well as develop the 
background of the recipients of the 
letters. While interesting in develop-

ing more background 
on Bonhoeffer, one 
document is neither by 
him nor to him, and 
it is the most useful of 
the collection for the 
modern Baptist pastor 
inspired by Bonhoef-
fer’s story. It is a letter 

that shows Bonhoeffer was not alone 
in his struggle within the Church for 
righteousness in the face of the wick-
edness in the government.

Second, the index volume provides 
a chronology of Bonhoeffer’s life. 

This focuses on his adult years and pro-
vides the historical context of events 
as well. It provides a sum-
mary of events that frame 
the writings indexed in 
this volume.

Third, the index is 
massive. Every document 
referenced in the overall 
Works series is listed 
along with which volume 
contains it. All of the 
scriptural references, indi-
vidual names and subjects 
covered are listed, along 
with the print volume and 
page number they appear 
on. This is a great help to 
someone seeking all uses, 
for example, of the Lord’s Prayer in 

Bonhoeffer’s works.
The index volume is a great help 

to those who have pur-
chased even some of 
the Bonhoeffer Works 
series and can guide the 
reader to knowing what 
to buy. Is it appropriate? 
As Bonhoeffer contin-
ues to be discussed in 
evangelical and Baptist 
circles, it will only help 
us to know what he 
said and wrote in his 
own words, rather than 
relying on secondhand 
sources.

Doug Hibbard is pastor 
of First Baptist Church in 

Almyra. He reviews books for the ABN.

Times change.
I recall when I was a young edi-

tor serving at the Southern Baptist 
Brotherhood Commission in Mem-
phis, Tenn., how I loved my work, 
which consisted of educating Southern 
Baptists about 
the great mission 
work Baptist men 
and women were 
doing at home and 
abroad to reach 
people for Jesus 
Christ.

Both of my chil-
dren were born 
at Baptist East Hospital in Memphis,  
and we had many great friends while 
there – both at the Brotherhood and 
through our local church.

Many wonderful memories abound 
from our time of service at the Broth-
erhood. The Commission was made 
up of a lot of young denominational 
workers who didn’t know how to say 
“no” and never met a challenge they 
wouldn’t tackle.

I left to serve at the Missouri Bap-
tist Convention in 1995, and in 1997 

the Brotherhood Commission was 
merged unceremoniously into the 
newly formed North American Mis-
sion Board (NAMB).

Change is a part of life. I have wit-
nessed this change as I have grown 

older and watched 
my children grow 
up and serve at vari-
ous ministries.

Through the years 
I have discovered 
that change doesn’t 
always have to be 
bad.

As a father, I have 
loved watching my children become 
strong in the Lord and pursue their 
own dreams.

While serving in Missouri for 
nearly seven years certainly had its 
challenges, Jefferson City, Mo., was a 
great place to raise a family. When we 
left there in 2002 to join the ministry 
of NAMB, once again, it was a joy to 
serve in a different way at the South-
ern Baptist domestic missions entity. 
There, too, we developed wonderful 
friends through church and at work.

As I have written in this space be-
fore, change in technology and the 
decline of denominations has dramati-
cally impacted the ministry of state 
Baptist newspapers like the Arkansas 
Baptist News (ABN). The ABN, like 

other agencies and institutions of the 
Arkansas Baptist State Convention 
(ABSC), receives Cooperative Program 
(CP) funds critical to its survival and

See SUPPORT page 5
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Thanks giving?

What a wonderful annual meeting!Family Matters
Devotional training

T  his year our family is reading 
through the Bible chronologi-

cally, using the Read the Bible for 
Life materials (readthebibleforlife.
com). It has been a fascinating 
journey which has stimulated 
many questions and 
discussions within 
our family. We fi-
nally made it to the 
New Testament in 
October. My daugh-
ter made a comment 
one morning that 
she loved reading 
the Gospels, which was music to 
my ears, even if she was just glad 
to be finished with the Old Testa-
ment prophets and delighted to 
move into more familiar territory. 
Regardless, she’s enjoying reading 
the Gospels.

We read the same passage of 
Scripture separately and then dis-
cuss what we learned and how to 
apply it as we are eating breakfast 
together. I start by asking some-
one, “What did you learn in your 
quiet time?” And they share, and 
we talk about application in their 
life. Then that person asks some-
one else, “What did you learn?” 
We continue this process until 
everyone has shared. We’re creat-
ing a culture where it is normal, 
natural and expected that we will 
discuss what we are learning in the 
Bible and how to apply it in our 
lives. I normally facilitate these dis-
cussion times by asking questions, 
providing commentary and then 
summarizing before we pray. My 
children are free to ask questions, 
which provide a forum for discuss-
ing relevant life issues naturally 
arising from the text. 

Prior to leaving for the Arkansas 
Baptist State Convention Annual 
Meeting, I assigned each of my 
children a day to lead our regular 
morning devotion time. Each of 
my children led those times in 
their own unique way. Part of my 
desire was to provide them some 
experience of leading those times 
to prepare them to do something 
similar in their future families. 
My children may or may not lead 
family devotion times exactly the 
way they saw me lead or even at 
the same time. However, I do want 
them to have a model and practi-
cal experience reading, studying, 
applying and leading family discus-
sions centered upon Scripture so 
that they will be able to spiritually 
lead in their future homes. 

Ben Phillips serves on the Arkansas 
Baptist State Convention evangelism 
and church health team.

Phillips

Wow! The Arkansas Baptist State Convention (ABSC) 
Annual Meeting at Trinity Baptist Church in Tex-

arkana was a blast. We experienced 
great preaching, great unity, great 
worship through music and great 
testimonies of God working across 
Arkansas. 

Thank you, Bill Saxby, pastor of 
Trinity Baptist, and church members 
for doing such a fantastic job of host-
ing Arkansas Baptists from across the 
state. And thank you, ABSC Execu-
tive Director Sonny Tucker and the 
staff team of the Arkansas Baptist 
State Convention for serving us local churches during this 
past year and for serving us during the annual meeting. 

If you were unable to attend the annual meeting, I en-
courage you to get a video or audio recording of the Pas-

tors’ Conference and the annual meeting. I believe it will 
bless you. Also, I encourage you to go ahead and make 

plans to attend the 2015 Arkansas Baptist 
State Convention Pastors’ Conference and 
Annual Meeting to be held at Hot Springs 
Baptist Church in Hot Springs Nov. 2-4.

I am more excited about the future of 
Arkansas Baptists than I have ever been be-
fore. We are truly better together than we 
are apart. God has positioned you and your 
church for such a time as this, and I believe 
God is looking for churches that are ready for 
revival. Please set aside time in the next few 
months to gather together as a local church 

and pray for God to send revival and a great awakening to 
Arkansas and our nation. 

Archie Mason is president of the Arkansas Baptist State Con-
vention and senior pastor of Central Baptist Church in Jonesboro.

PRESIDENT’S
PERSPECTIVE

Archie Mason

E ach year Giving USA, in conjunction with the Indiana 
University Lilly Family School of Philanthropy, releas-

es a study of giving trends in America. The good news is 
that in 2013 charitable giving was up considerably, and our 
country may reach the giving levels of 2007 again – well 
before the previously estimated date of 2021. 

The bad news is that the increases came primarily from 
the wealthy segment of the popula-
tion. Economically, the top 1 percent 
has recovered much more quickly 
than the middle and lower classes. 
According to a study by the Univer-
sity of California, Berkeley, median 
income in the country in 2012 was 
$51,017, almost $5,000 below its 
peak in 2007. The majority of Ameri-
cans are still seeking to recover from 
the economic downturn of 2008.

The other bad news in the report is that giving to faith-
based churches and organizations continues to decline. 
Church members, for example, are giving less and less of 
their income to their churches (2.3 percent in 2011 com-
pared to 3.1 percent in 1968).  

According to a national Barna poll, 60 percent of church 
members readily admit that they do not tithe. Another 30 

percent claim that they tithe, but they don’t actually do so. 
Only 10 percent of church members actually give at least 
10 percent of their income to their church. And that num-
ber apparently is declining.  

Of the top 100 charitable gifts in 2013, only one was 
given to a religious organization. Americans were very 
generous with their universities and hospitals, as well as 

in combating social ills such as hunger and 
homelessness. Yet giving to God’s churches 
and groups was down by 1.6 percent. Giving 
to religious organizations is still the largest 
single sector, currently at 31 percent of all 
gifts, but the percentage continues to de-
cline each year.

As we contemplate Thanksgiving, I 
thought of how God must feel to see His 
children turn away from Him. If we were 
truly grateful for all that God had given us, 

then our giving would be “thanks giving” and flow more 
and more to building His kingdom. According to this 
study, that is not the direction that this country is headed. 
But then, I must first question what I am doing. Am I 
using the resources that God has given me to advance His 
work on earth?

David Moore is president of Arkansas Baptist Foundation.

FINANCIAL 
 TIMES 

David Moore

to its ability to provide an exclusive and unique voice 
for Arkansas Baptists.

Though the percentage of CP funds in the ABN 
budget (45 percent) has gone down slightly the past 
three and a half years, without this important funding 
we simply could not exist! The remainder of the ABN 
budget is supported by investment income, advertis-
ing and subscriptions. We are so grateful to Arkansas 
Baptists for their strong giving through the Cooperative 
Program!

As you may recall reading about in recent years, the 
ABN is working hard to increase its advertising rev-
enue. It is vital that we do so to offset growing expenses 
in postage, printing and other related costs to publish-
ing a statewide newspaper for Arkansas Baptists. 

However, without a strong subscriber base, we can’t 
sell advertising. It’s easy to see the dilemma.

So, I would like to appeal to churches with the abil-
ity to do so to make certain their church subscribes by 
making the newspaper available to all their resident 

families. On pages 16-17 you’ll see a list of churches that already 
have group subscriptions. We are so grateful for these churches 
and for their support, but we need more!

You know, surveys show church members who read their 
state Baptist newspaper are better informed of the needs 
around them, give more and are more likely to support coop-
erative efforts of their state convention and Acts 1:8 missions 
at home and around the world. Wow, now that’s a great reason 
to subscribe if I ever heard one.

I’ve talked to pastors, church staff and members who tell me 
they don’t subscribe, but read the ABN online, such as on Face-
book, Twitter or at arkansasbaptist.org. That’s great, except, (1) 
if you only  read us online, you are missing 80 percent of what 
is published in the print and digital editions of the ABN, most 
of which are stories exclusively about Arkansas Baptists and, 
(2) most of our current “other budget” revenue is derived from 
subscriptions (in addition to advertising).

We would like to invite your entire church to subscribe so 
you won’t miss another edition. It’s less expensive than you 
think! Through our Every Resident Family Plan, you can have 
the ABN mailed to every family in your church for 31 cents 
a copy. Now, that’s a bargain. For more information on our 
church plans, contact becky@arkansasbaptist.org or call 800-
838-2272, ext. 5156.

continued from page 4
SUPPORT
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Speakers encourage messengers to live ‘Every 1 Matters’
TEXARKANA – The theme 
of the 2014 Arkansas Baptist 
State Convention (ABSC) An-
nual Meeting was Every 1 Mat-
ters. Messengers to the 161st 
meeting Oct. 28-29 heard mes-
sages that called for them to 
recognize that every person is 
valuable and needs to hear the 
gospel.

Ben Mandrell
Ben Mandrell, church 

planter at Storyline Fellowship 
in Arvada, Colo., spoke from 
Daniel 7 during the morning 
session Oct. 28 of the annual 
meeting.

He encouraged listeners to 
live with eternity in mind and 
to lead their churches to be 
sending churches.

He addressed Daniel’s vi-
sion in Daniel 7, 
which is first of a 
churning sea with crea-
tures coming up from 
the sea that Mandrell 
said represent different 
kingdoms. The second 
portion of the passage 
addresses the vision of 
future judgment. Man-
drell pointed out the 
reality that everyone will stand 
before God in judgment one 
day.

“This is, in Daniel 7, the 
end of atheism, when every 
man suddenly comes to the 
shocking realization that ‘the 
great I Am knows who I am,’” 
Mandrell said. “And here’s a 
haunting question for all of 
us, even those of us inside of 
the family: What are you going 
to do when Daniel 7 comes 
true?”

He said if Christians believe 
Daniel 7 is coming, it should 
change the way they live and 
lead their churches.

“The decisions that you 
make on this side of eternity 
have significant ramifications 
on the other side of Daniel 
7 and the eternity that is to 
come. And so we all have to 
make decisions on, ‘What am 
I going to do with these little 
years I have called my life?’” he 
said.

He explained that cities 
in America have a need for 

the gospel, noting the North 
American Mission Board’s 
Send North America initiative 
to impact cities.

“Eighty percent of Southern 
Baptist churches are in coun-
ties considered rural, where 
20 percent of America lives,” 
he said. “And if we’re going to 
influence the larger culture for 
Christ, we have to take back 
the cities.”

He said in order to do it, 
Christians have to take the 
Word of God to the cities.

“And here’s what we have 
to do: Some of us have to be 
willing to go, and some of us 
have to be willing to send. … 
The sending churches are like 
the stakes next to the baby tree 
so it can withstand the winds 
of difficulty until it’s strong 

enough to stand on 
its own. Without the 
sending churches, we 
(church planters) don’t 
make it out there. If I 
could just encourage 
you: … If every one 
of your churches had 
just one serious part-
nership with a church 
planter, you have no 

idea what difference it would 
make.”

He said church planters 
need churches with momen-
tum to lend that momentum 
to them.

“If Daniel 7 is factual and 
we’re going to be judged, we’ll 
be judged by our willingness 
to fight for the King and His 
kingdom,” Mandrell said.

Archie Mason
Archie Mason, pastor of 

Central Baptist Church, Jones-
boro, and president of the Ar-
kansas Baptist State Conven-
tion (ABSC), shared the presi-
dent’s message during 
the Oct. 28 morning 
session, opening with 
the story of when he 
met Phil and Jace 
Robertson, of “Duck 
Dynasty” fame, dur-
ing a wild game sup-
per at Wynne Baptist 
Church, Wynne, when 
he was pastor there in 
2003.

As he told the story, Mason 
put on a bandana, sunglasses 
and a large, fake brown beard.

Mason said the Robertsons 
showed up with long beards 
and wearing camouflage. It 
was before they became na-
tional TV stars, and there ap-
pearance was quite shocking to 
many of the men attending the 
church’s wild game supper.

A deacon came up to 
Mason and, not knowing who 
the speakers were, told him 
that he had not been in favor 
of having the wild game sup-
per, but that he had changed 
his mind. Mason said the 
deacon said, “If it will reach 
people like them,” pointing at 
the Robertsons, “then I am all 
for it.”

Mason asked Scottie 
Johnson, pastor of Outdoor 
Church of Arkansas, Conway, 
who wears a long beard and 
bandana, to join him on stage.

“I want to ask you a ques-
tion. When you see people, 
what do you see?” said Mason.

Mason said that Johnson is 
a believer and he loves Jesus 
and that Johnson is reaching 
people that many churches do 
not reach. He said he is proud 
that Johnson is his brother in 
Christ.

“He (Johnson) goes to some 
churches around our state and 
he is shunned,” Mason said. 
“God help us.”

Mason said many South-
ern Baptist churches do not 
see people through the eyes of 
Jesus.

Sharing from Matthew 9, 
Mason said when Jesus saw 
people, He would always see 
their need. He said Jesus recog-
nized people’s needs because 
He was always going and seek-
ing people out.

“Jesus had compas-
sion. … We have lost 
our compassion for the 
lost,” said Mason. “We 
look at somebody, and 
they are just on drugs. 
‘If you just get off 
drugs, you’ll be OK.’ … 
No, what that person 
needs is Christ.”

Mason said some of 
us have forgotten what it’s like 
to be lost.

“People do what they do 
because they are lost,” said 
Mason. “The great need that 
anybody has is for when Jesus 
Christ says, ‘Son/daughter, 
your sins are forgiven.’”

Mason said Jesus saw the 
need, but He also saw the har-

vest and that the workers are 
few.

“‘The harvest is plentiful.’ … 
People want to hear the truth,” 
said Mason. “Quit being a big 
sissy when you are preaching 
and preach the truth. … God 
will work in that church.”

He added, “‘The workers 
are few,’ and we have to take 
responsibility for that. 
… We have to be a 
sending Church. … 
You need some new 
churches in your com-
munity.”

In closing, Mason 
said in Matthew 9 
Jesus understood 
that the solution was 
prayer.

“You all have some prob-
lems that some good old 
soul winning could fix,” said 
Mason.

Frank Page
Frank Page, president and 

CEO of the Executive Com-
mittee of the Southern Baptist 
Convention (SBC) and former 
SBC president, spoke from 
Revelation 2:1-5 during the af-
ternoon session Oct. 28.

Page opened by bringing 
a word from the Executive 
Committee, thanking Arkan-
sas Baptists for their prayer, 
partnership and support in 
giving to the Cooperative Pro-
gram. He said three Arkansas 
Baptists serve on the Execu-
tive Committee, and Arkan-
sas Baptists sent more 
than $8.8 million of 
Cooperative Program 
to the national level 
last year alone. He ex-
plained a little about 
the Executive Com-
mittee and its com-
mitment to missions, 
cooperation and stew-
ardship of resources.

Afterwards, he spoke from 
Revelation 2. He began by tell-
ing the story of a man on trial 
for stealing bread for his family 
during the Great Depression. 
The judge fined everyone in 
the courtroom 50 cents be-
cause they lived in a city where 
a man had to steal to feed his 
family.

“What fine do you think He 
(God) would impose upon us 
today for living where we live, 
having the resources that we 
have, having the calling from 
God that we have and we’re 
still not winning the lost, we’re 
still not discipling the saved, 
we’re still not getting it done?” 

Page said that although Rev-
elation 2 is addressed to the 
Church in Ephesus, he thinks 
it is applicable to today’s 
Church as well. 

He noted four things 
found in the passage: a call 
for the Church to come back 
to Christ’s lordship, a com-
mendation on their good attri-

butes, a condemnation 
for leaving their first 
love and a command 
to remember how far 
they had fallen, re-
pent and do the works 
they’d done at first.

“Let’s get back to 
the lordship of Christ 
– sharing the gospel so 
that people will come 

to a relationship with Him, 
discipling the saved so that 
people will grow up into Him 
and making church be what 
church is supposed to be – a 
place that honors the Lord 
Jesus Christ and exalts the 
lordship of Jesus,” Page con-
cluded. “I believe He would 
fine us more than 50 cents, my 
friends, and it’s time to recog-
nize the lordship of Christ.”

J.D. “Sonny” Tucker
Sonny Tucker, executive 

director of the Arkansas Bap-
tist State Convention (ABSC), 
told attendees to the 2014 
ABSC Annual Meeting that 
God “was not kidding” in 2 
Chronicles 7:14.

“If My people who were 
called by My name will 
humble themselves 
and pray and seek My 
face and turn from 
their wicked ways, then 
will I hear from heav-
en, will forgive their 
sins and will heal their 
land,” said Tucker, 
quoting the verse.

Tucker said Arkan-
sas Baptists should be prepar-
ing for the revival that God 
may send.

“Next year if your church 
will baptize 35 students in 
one year, you will make the 
top 100 in student baptisms 
out of 50,000 Southern Bap-
tist churches and missions in 
North America,” said Tucker. 
“If you can think of anything 
that is more frightening than 
that will you please tell me 
what it is.”

Tucker said Arkansas Bap-
tists have come as far as they 
can if they do not change their 

Sermon recordings available
Recordings of sermons from the Arkansas Baptist State 
Convention Annual Meeting and Pastors’ Conference in 
Texarkana are available for purchase through MasterSound 
Media. MasterSound may be contacted at 806-852-2101 
or by visiting mastersoundmedia.com.

Mandrell

Mason

Page

See MESSAGES page 12

Tucker
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Arkansas Baptist agencies report God’s work across the state
Williams Baptist

“As a Cooperative Program 
ministry of the Ar-
kansas Baptist State 
Convention (ABSC), 
we are a strategic part 
of this body’s purpose 
and mission in reach-
ing the world with the 
good news of Jesus 
Christ,” said Tom 
Jones, president of 
Williams Baptist Col-
lege (WBC), during the insti-
tution’s report.

Jones said Williams wel-
comed 164 freshman students 
this school year, which is the 
largest freshman class in the 
school’s history. He also said 
Williams was listed by U.S. 
News and World Report as a top 
tier college in the South for 
the fifth year in a row this year.

“I am pleased to announce 
to you today that WBC has re-
ceived a gift of $750,000 to be 
used for scholarships for stu-
dents at WBC,” said Jones.

The gift was given by a cou-
ple through the Arkansas Bap-
tist Foundation.

Jones said Williams stu-
dents “continue to shine on 
the national stage.”

“In the Phi Beta Lambda 
national business com-
petition, … Williams 
business students 
brought home 10 
awards, including two 
first-place trophies,” 
said Jones. “Students 
in both psychology and 
English were selected 
to make presentations 
before prestigious, na-
tionally recognized organiza-
tions in their fields.”

Williams gives students the 
opportunity to partner with 
Southern Baptist entities and 
agencies, including the ABSC 
and the International Mission 
Board, said Jones.

This summer Williams stu-
dents are participating in mis-
sion work in Haiti, Thailand, 
the Philippines, Mexico, Gua-
temala, India, Peru, Paraguay, 
New York, California and 
“many points in between,” he 
said.

During Williams’ annual 
Fields of Faith event this year, 
Jones said 13 students accept-
ed Christ.

Jones said that Williams’ 
Diamond Destiny Plan (DDP), 
an initiative leading up to the 
school’s 75th anniversary in 
2016 and focused on position-
ing the institution to success-

fully meet “the rapidly chang-
ing demands of higher educa-

tion,” began this past 
year.

Williams is also 
planning to begin 
construction on a new 
men’s residence hall 
soon. Jones said the 
school is completely 
out of space to house 
male students. Jones 
said the project is esti-

mated to cost $2 million.

Camp Siloam
Each summer Camp Siloam 

shares a strong resemblance to 
the description of Pentecost in 
Acts 2, Jason Wilkie, executive 
director of Camp Siloam, told 
messengers during the agen-
cy’s report.

Wilkie quoted Acts 2:42-47 
and said Camp Siloam rep-
licates the passage by being 
devoted to teaching, being 
devoted to fellowship, eating 
together, praying for one an-
other, being awestruck at what 
God does, having many things 
in common with one another, 
meeting together, praising 
God and enjoying the favor of 
all the people and seeing God 
adding to the number of those 

being saved.
During this past 

year, Wilkie said 333 
of Camp Siloam’s 
campers professed 
faith in Christ, 214 
campers recommitted 
their lives to Christ, 
33 campers expressed 
a call to do mission 
work and 18 campers 

expressed interest in being 
baptized.

Wilkie said he and Camp 
Siloam are thankful for the 
ABSC and its agencies and 
ministries, including Arkan-
sas Baptist Collegiate Min-
istry, the Arkansas Baptist 
Children’s Homes and Family 
Ministries, the Arkansas Bap-
tist News, the Arkansas Baptist 
Foundation and local Arkan-
sas Baptist associations and 
churches for their strong coop-
eration for the cause of Christ.

“As Arkansas Baptists, we 
can do so much more together 
than we can apart,” said Wilk-
ie.

“Each year we develop our 
themes 18-24 months out from 
camp. … This year, our 2015 
theme is the story of Jonah. 
As our staff studied the story 
of Jonah, we realized it’s more 
than a great fish story. It is a 

story about ‘every one matters’ 
– this year’s (ABSC Annual 
Meeting) theme,” said Wilkie.

Ark. Faith & Ethics Council
Larry Page, executive direc-

tor of the Arkansas Faith and 
Ethics Council, began by ex-
pressing his appreciation for 
the support of Arkansas Bap-
tists, before transitioning to 
talk about the 2014 election. 
He said there were five issues 
on the ballot other than the 
races for office. He specifi-
cally pointed out the Arkansas 
Alcoholic Beverage 
Amendment, explain-
ing the amendment 
and encouraging vot-
ers to oppose it.

Page also addressed 
two particular moral is-
sues about which he is 
concerned – the “ever 
increasing attacks on 
our religious liberties 
… and the rapidly advancing 
homosexual agenda and its  
assault on marriage.”

He noted these issues are 
interrelated, saying that while 
the move to curtail religious 
liberties is not new, the push 
to advance the homosexual 
agenda has accelerated it. He 
gave specific examples from 
Texas, Idaho and Fayetteville.

He said these two issues 
are wounding the culture 
with great speed, adding that 
the “church is the last line of 
defense … against the radical 
makeover of marriage and 
against the mainstreaming of 
the homosexual agenda.”

“Look, we have two choic-
es,” Page said. “We can hole 
up in the fellowship hall and 
wait on the bus for heaven, or 
we can defend God’s Truth 
and the integrity of His Word. 
Now obviously, the second 
option is the only one 
available to us in my 
opinion.”

He cautioned mes-
sengers to contend for 
truth in a Christ-like 
way and “with an in-
tense focus on saving 
people’s soul because 
everyone matters.”

“We have to know 
that we may not win these cul-
tural wars and battles, but we 
must contend for the Word 
nonetheless,” Page said.

“I don’t know how this 
ends in the cultural realm, 
but I know how it ends in the 
spiritual realm,” Page conclud-
ed, reminding messengers of 

God’s ultimate victory.

ABCHomes
“Together Arkansas Bap-

tists have been changing lives 
for 120 years on the same 80 
acres in Monticello, and lives 
continue to be changed on the 
campus of the Arkansas Bap-
tist Children’s Home – some-
times on a daily, sometimes on 
an hourly, basis. And through-
out all of our seven residen-
tial programs, lives are being 
changed,” said David Perry, ex-
ecutive director of the Arkan-

sas Baptist Children’s 
Homes and Family 
Ministries, during the 
agency’s report.

E x a mp l e s  o f 
changed lives can be 
seen at the Jonesboro 
Family Care Home, 
a home for mothers 
with children. Since it 
was dedicated in June, 

eight mothers and 13 children 
have lived there, and two of 
the mothers have already en-
rolled in Arkansas State Uni-
versity.

Perry pointed to the 
eternal changes the AB-
CHomes staff are see-
ing take place in peo-
ple’s lives, including 
numerous salvations 
and baptisms. Not 
only are these eternal 
changes being seen in 
the larger ABCHomes 
ministries, but they are 
also taking place in their shel-
ters and counseling ministries.

He shared words from sev-
eral children expressing how 
their lives have been touched.

“I’ll tell you what, everyone 
matters. All these children 
matter, … and you’re helping 
us change lives,” he told mes-
sengers.

He told the story 
of Ron Greenwich, a 
12-year-old boy who 
came to the children’s 
home in 1960. He 
grew up at the chil-
dren’s home and went 
on to attend Ouachita 
Baptist University and 
Southwestern Baptist 
Theological Seminary. 

He worked at the children’s 
home before earning a second 
master’s degree and eventually 
becoming an International 
Mission Board missionary 
with his wife. 

The report concluded 
with girls from the chil-
dren’s home singing and 

performing sign language  
to “Orphans of God.”

Ouachita Baptist
“What does it profit a man 

if he gains the whole world and 
loses his soul? … What cost can 
you place on a human soul?” 
asked Rex Horne, president of 
Ouachita Baptist University. 

“I remind you today that 
there is no Southern Baptist 
college or university that has 
sent more missionaries to 
the IMB (International Mis-
sion Board), to the mission 
fields, than Ouachita Bap-
tist University, right here in  
Arkansas,” he said.

Horne introduced Ouachi-
ta students Gracie Lundstrum 
and Jayson Harris and Brian 
McKinney, dean of Ouachita’s 
Hickingbotham School of 
Business, who spoke about 
their experiences at Ouachita.

Lundstrum, a mass commu-
nications and speech commu-
nication major from Spring-
dale, serves as president of the 
Ouachita Student Foundation 
(OSF).

Highlighting OSF’s 
motto of “Students 
Helping Students,” 
Lundstrum said mem-
bers serve as ambassa-
dors for the university, 
which includes raising 
money for student 
scholarships through 
Ouachita’s annual 
Tiger Tunes talent 

competition.
Noting that the scholarship 

funds often make the differ-
ence in students continuing 
their education, she said the 
scholarships are provided each 
year “through God’s work 
and His mercy and grace and 
through the work of countless 
hands that make Tiger Tunes 
possible.”

McKinney shared briefly 
about Ouachita’s involve-
ment with Enactus. He said 
the global service organization 
“brings undergraduate busi-
ness students together to help 
them create entrepreneurial 
business opportunities to ele-
vate the lives of people in need 
across the world.”

Enactus projects provide 
“a great way for our students 
to combine their interest in 
business and international 
missions,” he said, adding 
that recent Enactus projects 
at Ouachita include helping 

Jones

Page

Wilkie

See REPORTS page 9

Perry

Horne
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establish a pregnancy resource 
center in southwest Arkansas, 
helping children at the Arka-
delphia Boys and Girls Club 
create college savings 
accounts through fun-
draising projects and 
partnering with a local 
restaurant to pack 
102,000 mobile food 
packs to provide meals 
that will feed 277 chil-
dren in Nicaragua for 
a year.

McKinney intro-
duced Jayson Harris, a busi-
ness administration/finance 
major from Maumelle, who 
is serving this year as general 
manager of Dr. Jack’s Coffee 
(see related story, Page 19).

Concluding Ouachita’s re-
port, Horne expressed appreci-
ation to Arkansas Baptists “for 
your support, for your prayers, 
for the students you send our 
way.”

Citing the decreasing num-
ber of evangelical colleges and 
universities throughout the 
nation, Horne said, “We need 
you perhaps as never before.”

Arkansas Baptist News
“Arkansas Baptists, it’s 

time for the church to be the 
Church!” Tim Yarbrough, edi-
tor/executive director of the 
Arkansas Baptist News (ABN), 
told annual meeting messen-
gers during the agency’s re-
port.

Yarbrough said during his 
service at the North Ameri-
can Mission Board in Georgia 

for nearly nine years, he often 
heard the phrase, “It’s time to 
get ‘er done!” 

“Today more than ever, it’s 
critical to be informed and try 
to make sense of our world 
and how we can get ‘er done 
for Jesus Christ!’” he said.

Yarbrough said the 
ABN is a resource to 
help churches do just 
that.

“After all, if we 
don’t tell the story of 
what God is doing in 
Arkansas, who will? 
That’s what the ABN 
does,” Yarbrough said.

“When your mem-
bers read the ABN, they are 
more engaged in the mission 
of your church, our conven-
tion and Acts 1:8 missions 
at home and abroad,” he 
concluded, adding, “If your 
church doesn’t subscribe, con-
sider leading your church to 
provide a copy to every resi-
dent family today.”

Yarbrough concluded the 
report by showing a video from 

the ABN and its new spokes-
man, “Joe Baptist.” Watch the 
video at arkansabaptist.org/
joebaptist.

Ark. Baptist Foundation
David Moore, president of 

the Arkansas Baptist Founda-
tion, gave the agency’s annual 
report. It was his last official 
report on behalf of the Foun-
dation as he we will be retiring 
in early 2015.

Moore said estimated chari-
table giving in the United 
States was up 4 percent 
last year. However, giv-
ing to religious causes 
remained at 31 percent 
and is continuing to 
decline year to year.

He said that Arkan-
sas Baptists should 
view stewardship as 
an important aspect 
in seeking revival and 
spiritual awakening.

“It just doesn’t seem to 
me that our treasure con-
firms what we say our  
heart wants,” said Moore.

“I’m not so sure we don’t 
need to have a stewardship 
awakening before we have 
a spiritual awakening,” said 
Moore. “We may need to get 
all our wallets and our purses 
baptized first.”

Moore said when he came 
to the Foundation as president 
in January of 1994, the orga-
nization had $40 million and 
today they have $220 million. 
Moore said his favorite aspect 
of his job over his tenure at 
the Foundation has been see-

ing all of the money go 
out the door to all of 
the various ministries 
its donors support.

He thanked Ar-
kansas Baptists for 
their support over 
his 21 years as presi-
dent and introduced 
Bobby Thomas, who 
will take over as presi-

dent of the Foundation fol-
lowing Moore’s retirement. 
Thomas invited all Arkansas 
Baptists to honor Moore Feb. 
26 with a reception at the  

Baptist building in Little Rock.
The Foundation closed its 

report with Mike Seabaugh, 
pastor of Central Baptist 
Church, Magnolia, and board 
member of the Foundation, 
giving a prayer of thanksgiving 
over Moore and his family for 
his service to the organization 
over the past 21 years.

Yarbrough

Moore
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Arkansas Baptist ministers challenged to ‘Be Encouraged!’
TEXARKANA – Speakers lift-
ed up the theme Be Encour-
aged! based on Isaiah 52:7, 
challenging attendees at the 
2014 Arkansas Baptist State 
Convention Pastors’ Confer-
ence Oct. 27 at Trinity Baptist 
Church, Texarkana.

Speakers gave Arkansas pas-
tors and ministers in-
sights and tools related 
to missions, evangelism 
and church planting to 
take back to their local 
churches.

Speakers included 
David Wilson, senior 
pastor of Southcrest 
Baptist Church, Lub-
bock, Texas; Ed New-
ton, staff evangelist at First 
Baptist Church of Central 
Florida, Orlando; Ben Man-
drell, church planter from 
Storyline Fellowship, Arvada, 
Colo.; Junior Hill, Southern 
Baptist evangelist, and Jerry 
Vines, retired pastor of First 
Baptist Church, Jacksonville, 
Fla., and former president of 
the Southern Baptist Conven-
tion.

Additionally, Josh Wilson, 
a contemporary Christian mu-
sician and son of David Wil-
son – along with Clay Crosse, 
Christian artist and music 
pastor at First Baptist Church, 
Bentonville – led times of 
praise and worship. Kari Jobe, 
contemporary Christian singer 
and associate worship pastor at 
Gateway Church, Southlake, 
Texas, was featured during a 
special concert during the clos-
ing session of the conference.

Elected to lead the 2015 
ABSC Pastors’ Conference at 
Hot Springs Baptist Church, 
Hot Springs, were Tommy 
Miller, pastor of Union Val-
ley Baptist Church, Beebe, 
president; Joe Garner, pas-
tor of First Baptist Church, 
Brinkley, vice president, and  
Tony Criswell, pastor of Sug-
arloaf Baptist Church, Heber 
Springs, secretary-treasurer.

Following are excerpts from 
speakers’ messages.

David Wilson
Wilson shared a message 

from Nehemiah 4. 
Wilson told the large group 

in attendance that discourage-

ment is a major part of the pas-
toral vocation. He said circum-
stances surrounding ministry 
can make a pastor question 
if he is making a difference 
in the lives of the people he 
serves.

Wilson said that many 
Baptist churches would fail if 

asked by God to fol-
low Joshua around 
Jericho today, as many 
members no longer 
put value in follow-
ing their pastor, the 
shepherd God has 
placed in their lives to 
lead them and their 
church.

“Success as a pastor 
is a marathon not a sprint,” 
said Wilson.

Wilson said one of the big-
gest blessings in his ministry 
came when he began having 
regular lunch meetings with 
his fellow local pastors in the 
Lubbock area. He urged every 
pastor in attendance to find 
other pastors with whom they 
can meet and share their strug-
gles and praises.

Wilson said being a pastor 
can often be incredibly lonely, 
but that “partnership” with fel-
low ministers provides a com-
munity and safe haven when 
the valleys of ministry happen.

Ed Newton
Newton spoke from 1 Sam-

uel 18. His message was titled 
“The Marks of Biblical Friend-
ship.”

Newton told the story of 
when his youth pastor took 
him from a youth camp his 
youth group was visiting in 
Orlando, Fla., to evangelize his 
dying grandfather 12 
hours away in North 
Carolina. Newton said 
his pastor gave him the 
confidence to share 
Christ with his grand-
father.

“It was in that mo-
ment he (Newton’s 
grandfather) told me 
these words: ‘I’m not 
ready to give my life to Jesus.’ 
And then I understood the 
cost of being a minister of the 
gospel,” said Newton.

Newton said that while it 
is costly to share the gospel, 

Christians are not called to 
take the journey alone.

Newton said the first mark, 
or principle, of biblical friend-
ship is the “common cord.” 
He said Christians should 
faithfully work together with a 
common creed. 

“You are linked up to peo-
ple next to you who have a 
call on their lives to push back 
darkness. And we are in this 
together,” said Newton.

Newton said the second 
mark, or principle, of biblical 
friendship is the “cut-
ting of a covenant.”

Newton described 
how, while attending 
the ABSC State Con-
ference on Evangelism 
and Church Growth 
two years ago, he sat 
with his friend Ray 
Dill, a member of First 
Baptist Church, Ma-
nila. Following a message by 
Robert Smith Jr., professor of 
Christian preaching at Sam-
ford University’s Beeson Di-
vinity School in Birmingham, 
Ala., the two men made a cove-
nant to randomly text message 
each other “semicolon,” a ref-
erence to Smith’s message, and 
“foxhole,” a reference to Dill’s 
statement to Newton that he 
would gladly fight alongside 
him for the cause of Christ.

Newton explained that God 
had used his friendship with 
Dill and the covenant they 
made together to bless and 
comfort them both.

Newton said the third mark, 
or principle, of biblical friend-
ship is the “costly confession.”

“I think God is calling us all 
to be the Jonathan to someone 

else who is the David,” 
said Newton. “What it 
does for us is it purges 
pride. … It eliminates 
envy.”

“My prayer is this 
right here: If there is 
someone in this gath-
ering place that finds 
themselves all alone, 
maybe discouraged, 

overlooked or marginalized, 
that today someone would see 
you as a David and they would 
introduce (themselves) as a 
Jonathan,” said Newton. “And 
they will do all they can to le-
verage every bit of influence 
they have been given so that 
you don’t walk alone.”

Ben Mandrell
Mandrell spoke about “be-

coming a brave heart.”

He read from 1 Samuel 14, 
which relates the story of Jona-
than and his armor-bearer con-
fronting the Philistine army 
alone. 

Mandrell said he believes 
the call of manhood is to be 
willing to “give it all” and take 
a risk for God.

“And I just want to ask the 
question, ‘Where are the Jona-
thans in the Church of Jesus 
Christ?’” he said. “Because 
I’m convinced that our coun-
try is in a full-blown, code red 

man crisis and it has 
bled into the Church. 
As the family goes, so 
goes society. As the 
marriage goes, so goes 
the family. And, as my 
experience, as the man 
goes, so goes the mar-
riage. So if we’re going 
to get the Church back 
on track, we’ve got to 

get the man back on track.
“And what has gone wrong 

with the men in our church 
that we have lost the heart of 
Jonathan. The spirit of Jona-
than has to be revived in us, 
gentlemen. We have to fan it 
into flame, this holy boldness 
in our heart that says, ‘We are 
going to do something great 
for God with our lives.’ This is 
the call of manhood.” 

He noted that Jonathan de-
sired God’s glory, not his own 
fame, and that while the Phi-
listines believed in themselves, 
Jonathan and his armor-bearer 
believed in God.

“It’s the mindset that when 
I die, … I enter into an eternal 
state with God, and so my life 
on earth is not something for 
me to keep – it’s something 
for me to lose for the gospel,” 
Mandrell said.

He said 1 Samuel 14 sup-
ports two observations he 
made while completing his 
doctoral studies – that “every 
man has a Jonathan spirit 
waiting to be release” and that 
“every man needs a loyal com-
panion to encourage him.”

Mandrell closed with two 
questions: “Are you presently 
attempting anything in your 
life that is sure to fail without 
the help of God?” and, “Are 
your children learning how to 
trust God by watching your 
life?”

Junior Hill
Hill spoke on how to live in 

the midst of “dark days.”
He noted that Christians 

are living in days that are eco-

nomically, politically, cultur-
ally and spiritually dark.

“But, ladies and gentlemen, 
I’m not here today to talk to 
you about dark days – I’m here 
to talk to you about what to 
do in dark days,” Hill said, 
asking, “What is the attitude 
of the man of God when he 
is surrounded on every corner 
with discouragement and ap-
prehension?”

Basing his message on 
Psalm 37:1-4, a passage he re-
ferred to as “good news for bad 
times,” he noted three princi-
ples that should govern Chris-
tians in the midst of bad times.

The first principle is that 
Christians are to refrain from 
fretting (Psalm 37:1). Hill said 
fretting will corrupt the spirit, 
be contagious to the saints and 
be confusing to sinners.

Secondly, Christians are 
to rely on God’s faithfulness 
(Psalm 37:3). Hill noted that 
God takes care of His children 
by supplying what they don’t 
have, sustaining what they 
already have 
and satisfying 
them regard-
ing what they 
can’t have.

F i n a l l y , 
Christians are 
to rejoice in 
God’s fellow-
ship, delight-
ing in Him 
(Psalm 37:4).

“If you ever get your desires 
before your delight, there will 
never be any delight when you 
get your desires,” Hill noted.

Jerry Vines
Vines spoke out of Psalm 

126 during the final session of 
the Pastors’ Conference.

Vines said verse 4 of Psalm 
126 is a “prayer for spiritual 
revival.” He said it is a prayer 
that modern Christians should 
learn from. Just as the people 
in Psalm 126 understood, 
Christians understand there 
is an urgent need for spiritual 
revival in their land today.

“Would you agree with me 
tonight that we need a revival 
in America more than we have 
ever needed a revival?” asked 
Vines. “And you see, you and 
I can pray and God can do it 
suddenly.”

Vines said in the first three 
verses of Psalm 126 there is 
“praise for spiritual returning,” 
in verse four there is a “prayer 

See PC page 11
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Listen to a sample of the messages preached at the 
2014 Arkansas Baptist State Convention Pastors’ 

Conference at arkansasbaptist.org/podcast.
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for spiritual revival” and in 
verse five there is a “promise 
for spiritual reaping.”

In verse six, Vines said the 
writer of the Psalm expands 
on the promise of spiritual 
reaping. Vines said early on in 
his ministry he claimed Psalm 

126:6 as his 
life verse.

“One of 
the reasons I 
have chosen 
this verse is 
because it is 
a promise to 
claim, but it is 
also a process 

to follow,” said Vines. “What 
I want you to do tonight is to 
catch the vision and the com-
passion to be a personal wit-
ness for the Lord Jesus Christ.”

Vines said the “successive 
stages of winning people to 
Christ” are: (1) going, (2) weep-
ing, (3) soul winning and (4) 
reaping.

“That’s my purpose tonight 

– to challenge every pastor, to 
challenge every church staff 
member, to challenge every lay-
person tonight, every pastor’s 
wife, to get on the go. It’s the 
plan of God, and I want you to 
get in on it,” said Vines.

Scripture does not tell 
Christians that every person 
they witness to will be saved, 
said Vines, adding that God 
gives Christians the promise 
that if they persevere, and 
keep on sewing, their work 
will eventually bring harvest 
in Jesus Christ. 

“Just keep on going. It’s 
time for Southern Baptists 
to get on the go again and to 
plant the seed again and to 
claim a harvest for the Lord 
again,” said Vines. “It’s time 
for us to get busy. And God 
has made a promise: ‘Doubt-
less you’ll win somebody to 
Christ.’”

Vines
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require legislative review to all 
changes in state agencies’ ad-
ministrative rules; Issue 2, 
to allow more time to gath-
er signatures for statewide 
initiatives or referendum pe-
titions, if as originally filed 
they contained 75 percent 
of the necessary signatures, 
and Issue 3, to regulate cam-
paign contributions to can-
didates for state and local 
office, bar some gifts from 
lobbyists to state officials, 
set certain state officials’ 
salaries and set term limits 
for members of the state’s 
General Assembly.

Republicans gained all 
six congressional seats and 
all seven statewide offices, in-
cluding the office of governor. 

Much like other Southern 
states, Arkansas has tradition-
ally been dominated by the 
Democratic Party. This year’s 
election continued a trend 
over the past few election 

cycles, which saw Arkansans 
supporting Republicans over 
Democrats, in many cases by 

large margins.
Janine Parry, director of the 

annual Arkansas Poll conduct-
ed by the University of Arkan-
sas, told the Arkansas News 
Bureau (ANB), “It solidifies 

a pattern that we’ve been 
seeing since 2010. … We 
saw more victories in more 
branches at more levels than 
the state has since Recon-
struction, and we’ve seen it 
for multiple elections. That 
is a realignment by defini-
tion.”

According to the ANB, 
Parry said that while it is 
difficult to know conclu-
sively what role Arkansas’ 
dissatisfaction with Presi-
dent Barack Obama played 
in these shifts, the large 
“gains” Republicans have 

made since Obama took office 
put the party in a desirable po-
sition looking to the future.

Asa Hutchinson speaks with KATV reporters dur-
ing  “Coffee with the Candidates” Nov. 4 at Mugs 
Café in North Little Rock. Mugs Café is the meet-
ing place for The Church at Argenta, North Little 
Rock. Photo by Caleb Yarbrough
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strategy and begin to pray for 
revival and spiritual awaken-
ing.

“Not preparing for the har-
vest means you lose the har-
vest,” said Tucker.

Tucker said there are both 
positives and negatives to re-
vival.

“The devil doesn’t have 
to work on us until we really 
start doing something,” said 
Tucker.

He said there is amazing 
revival happening across the 
world, except in Western Eu-
rope and North America.

“We have come as far as we 
can without the anointing of 
God,” said Tucker.

“When you are close to 
God, pride is gone, He breaks 
you. You are broken before 
a Holy God and His Spirit 
convicts you of sin more than 
normal and you feel like Isaiah 
when he had the vision and 
you have to walk in constant 
confession and there is prayer 
and there is worship and there 
is the word of God and there 
is always a focus on evangelism 
and the Great Com-
mission,” he said. “We 
have got to learn to 
seek the anointing of 
God.”

Tucker said it is 
time for Arkansas Bap-
tists to work together. 
He said the ABSC 
and its agencies and 
ministries are working 
more closely than ever before 
to serve and partner with local 
churches and associations.

Tucker said he believes 
every church should work 
with a church planter and 
adopt an unreached and un-
engaged people group. He said 
that both church planting and 
stewardship must become top 
focuses for Arkansas Baptists 
in the next generation.

Finally, Tucker challenged 
Arkansas Baptist churches to 
attempt to meet the needs of 
the people inside their church-
es and outside in their commu-
nities by being missional and 
providing new alternatives in 
regard to style of worship and 
evangelism.

“This convention needs to 
reflect who is in this state,” 
said Tucker.

Tucker said he will do every-
thing he can to serve every sin-
gle Arkansas Baptist church. 
However, he said Arkansas 
Baptists have to go to the “next 

step” and there is the possibil-
ity that we will lose some of 
our core in the process.

“The pain of losing millen-
nials has got to become greater 
than the pain of what it takes 
to connect to them, the pain 
of losing these students to an 
eternity apart from God in hell 
has got to become more pain-
ful than what it takes to reach 
them,” said Tucker.

“The greatest group of folks 
I’ve ever know is here in our 
state,” said Tucker. “I think 
God means business. Let’s 
start getting ready and allow 
for God to keep His promise.”

Ronnie Floyd
Ronnie Floyd, Southern 

Baptist Convention president 
and senior pastor of Cross 
Church in northwest Arkan-
sas, spoke from Romans 13:11 
and 1 Chronicles 12 during 
the final session Oct. 29. He 
spoke about understanding 
and responding to the times. 

He reminded attendees of 
the events of the last several 
months, ranging from the 
Texas Border Crisis to the 
Ebola outbreak to same-sex 
marriage issues.

“I want to talk to you today 
about: ‘What time is it 
in Arkansas?’” Floyd 
said.

He read from Ro-
mans 13:11, saying 
the word “time” in the 
passage refers not to 
the time of day or the 
date, but rather to a 
significant and unique 
moment in time.

The verse says it is the hour 
to wake up.

“How can our churches be 
unresponsive in such a signifi-
cant, strategic moment in the 
history of the United States 
and in the history of Arkansas 
and in the history of our own 
communities?” Floyd asked.

He said God is at work and 
Christians need to be respon-
sive to what He is doing.

Floyd also read from 1 
Chronicles 12, noting the 
group of David’s supports 
called the Issacharites who un-
derstood the times and what 
Israel should do.

“We need to understand 
in the Church of Jesus Christ 
today that we need pastors, we 
need churches, we need staff 
leadership who understand 
the times in which we live and 
… know what to do. Because 
once we understand the times, 
we understand the lostness of 
Arkansas. If you understand 
the times, you understand 

you’re not living in the Amer-
ica that many of you grew 
up in. If you understand the 
times, you realize the lostness 
of the world, you understand 
the urgency of the hour. You 
know – if you have even read 
any of God’s Word – that the 
Lord’s coming is much sooner 
than it was before. So we bet-
ter ask ourselves, ‘What time 
is it?’ It’s the time that we’ve 
got to get our stuff together. 
… (This is) a critical juncture 
for the future of our state, the 
future of our country and the 
future of our world. We can’t 
sit this one out.”

Floyd closed by challenging 
messengers to three actions in 
response to the current times: 
(1) come together in prayer for 
great awakening, (2) rise up 
and win rural areas, villages, 
towns and cities to Christ and 
(3) “stand up and go forward 
as pastors and spiritual lead-
ers with a deep sense of ur-
gency like never before in our 
churches.”

Dale Thompson
Dale Thompson, pastor 

of First Baptist Church, Fort 
Smith gave the convention  
sermon annual meeting.

Thompson’s message fo-
cused on the fact that while 
Americans are facing many 
difficult cultural issues today, 
the kingdom of God is still at 
hand.

Thompson said his favor-
ite thing about growing up in 
the 1960s was that he and his 
friends could play with fire-
crackers without grown-ups 

caring about what they were 
doing. He said the scariest part 
of playing with firecrackers was 
when the wick would go all the 
way down and go out – the 
reason being because it either 
meant it was a dud or that it 
could explode at any time.

Thompson said Arkansas 
Baptists have to decide wheth-
er they are going to be duds or 
explosions for Christ.

Thompson said that Matt. 
3 emphasizes that the fact that 
God has a kingdom.

While America is in the 
midst of seeing more than 
two centuries of biblical influ-
ence being swept away and the 
widespread embrace of a post-
Christian culture, Thompson 
said, we cannot forget that 
God both has a kingdom and 
it is at hand.

Thompson said Ed Stetzer, 
president of LifeWay 
Research, did a study, 
which showed 75 per-
cent of Americans 
claim to be Christians: 
25 percent of those 
being cultural Chris-
tians, 25 percent con-
gregational Christians 
and 25 percent con-
victional Christians. 
Convictional Christians are 
the only ones who are seeking 
to hear God’s voice and follow 
Christ throughout their day-to-
day lives.

Thompson said that Chris-
tianity is no longer socially 
beneficial and therefore many 
Christians fear being lumped 
in with so-thought bigoted 
Christians. He also said there 
is a large rise in those Ameri-
cans who can be categorized as 
“nones,” or individuals who 
claim no religious affiliation 
and often no religious belief 
at all.

Thompson said the reality 
is that most “Christians” do 
not follow Christ. Citing a 
study conducted by Christian 
Smith, professor of sociol-
ogy at the University of Notre 
Dame, Thompson said most 
of today’s students can be cat-
egorized as having one of three 
broad views on spirituality: (1) 
spiritual moralism, God wants 
you to be good, nice and fair, 
(2) spiritual therapeutic, the 
goal of life is to be happy and 
feel nice about one’s self, and 
(3) spiritual deism, one be-
lieves in God and that He cre-
ated and ordained things but 
that He is not involved unless 
one has a problem that needs 
to be solved.

The alarming thing about 
Smith’s findings, Thomp-
son said, is that they are true 
equally inside and outside of 

the Church.
Finally, Thompson 

said that the only way 
for Christians to live 
in and minister to 
the current culture is 
by understanding the 
three dimensions of 
God’s kingdom: (1) 
kingdom absolute, it 
doesn’t matter what 

happens, (2) kingdom now, if 
Jesus is Savior, then you are 
in His kingdom now, and (3) 
kingdom coming.

Thompson cited Hebrews 
12 and said that if Christians  
believe in Christ’s kingdom 
then they must preach the rec-
onciliation, which Jesus offers, 
to all people.

“We have got to keep the 
kingdom at the very forefront, 
in the middle,” said Thomp-
son. “It’s a great time to preach 
the kingdom. … It is a great 
time to be a follower of Jesus 
Christ.”

Floyd

Thompson

Arkansas Baptists participated in times of “focused prayer” throughout the 2014 
Arkansas Baptist State Convention Annual Meeting Oct. 28-29.

you’re not living in the Amer-

caring about what they were 
doing. He said the scariest part 
of playing with firecrackers was 
when the wick would go all the 
way down and go out – the 
reason being because it either 
meant it was a dud or that it 

Arkansas Baptists participated in times of “focused prayer” throughout the 2014 
Arkansas Baptist State Convention Annual Meeting Oct. 28-29.
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Arkansas Baptists make voice known on �ve resolutions
TEXARKANA – Arkansas 
Baptists made their voice 
known on a number of “hot-
button” issues by approving 
resolutions regarding reli-
gious liberty, statewide alco-
hol sales, transgender identity 
and Christian citizenship and 
civic participation at the 161st 
annual meeting of the Arkan-
sas Baptist State Convention 
(ABSC) Oct. 28-29.

Larry Page, chairman of the 
ABSC Resolutions Commit-
tee, and executive director of 
the Arkansas Faith and Ethics 
Council, brought the report 
of the committee to the con-
vention during the Wednes-
day morning session, Oct. 29. 
All resolutions were approved 
without opposition. (Read the 
full text of resolutions two 
through five at the end of this 
article.)

Resolution 4 on Transgen-
der Identity affirmed the bibli-
cal definition of sexuality, ref-
erencing Genesis 1:27 and Isa-
iah 43:7, among other verses, 
and opposed cultural trends to 
allow the redefinition of gen-
der identity. The resolutions 
made clear it should be the 
desire of Christians to “extend 
love and compassion to those 
whose sexual self-understand-
ing is shaped by a distressing 
conflict between their biologi-
cal sex and their gender iden-

tity; and, … invite all transgen-
der persons to trust in Christ 
and to experience renewal in 
the Gospel (1 Timothy 1:15–
16).” 

Resolution 3 on the Pro-
posed Arkansas Alcoholic 
Beverage Amendment en-
couraged messengers to “re-
ject soundly” statewide sale 
of alcohol as proposed in the 
Arkansas Alcoholic Beverage 
Amendment (AABA) Nov. 4. 
(The measure was rejected by 
Arkansas voters. See related 
story, Page 1.) The resolution 
read in part: “Whereas, if 
the state’s voters approve the 
AABA, it will convert Arkan-
sas’s (sic) 37 dry counties to 
wet ones and preclude abso-
lutely the ability of voters in 
individual counties from vot-
ing all or any part of their re-
spective counties dry; and … 
it is imperative that Arkansans 
understand how the AABA, if 
approved by voters, will fun-
damentally transform their 
state in undesirable ways and 
effectively disenfranchise vot-
ers in relation to local option 
elections.”

Resolution 2 on Religious 
Liberty expressed apprecia-
tion for “God-given religious 
freedom” and called for “every 
branch of government to in-
vestigate all claims of First 
Amendment violations and 

to educate, discipline, or pros-
ecute any who are involved in 
these violations;” and it urged 
“those who engage in defend-
ing the legal rights of people 
of faith to come to the aid 
of those who are facing dis-
crimination for their faith by 
federal, state, and local gov-
ernments, institutions, or in-
dividuals.” 

Resolution 5 on Christian 
Citizenship and Civic Partici-
pation affirmed the charge of 
all Christians to be “salt and 
light” in the world (Matt. 5:13-
16), encouraging them to “en-
gage the culture by being in-
formed and proactive citizens, 
by voting in all elections, and 
by participating appropriately 
in civic matters.” 

Resolution 1 on Appre-
ciation thanked the staff and 
laity of Trinity Baptist Church, 
Texarkana, where the annual 
meeting was held, as well as the 
ABSC Program Committee, 
President Archie Mason, Ex-
ecutive Director J.D. “Sonny” 
Tucker and other dedicated 
staff and leaders of the ABSC. 

RESOLUTION NO. 2:
ON RELIGIOUS LIBERTY

Whereas, God has granted 
religious freedom to mankind, 
in all respects, including those 
matters of eternal significance 

(Genesis 2:16–17; Luke 13:34; 
Acts 4:19–21; 5:29; 17:16–34); 
and

Whereas, religious freedom 
is a fundamental and inviolable 
human right and an indispens-
able component of a free soci-
ety; and

Whereas, history is replete 
with examples of the disastrous 
results of governmental efforts 
to interfere with individual con-
science and religious belief; and

Whereas, the First Amend-
ment of the United States Con-
stitution guarantees religious 
freedom for everyone under 
its jurisdiction, declaring that 
“Congress shall make no law 
respecting an establishment of 
religion, or prohibiting the free 
exercise thereof”; and

Whereas, numerous people 
of faith across the country are 
being denied the right to oper-
ate their businesses in a manner 
consistent with their deeply held 
faith beliefs and Biblical truths, 
especially with regard to their 
convictions about homosexual-
ity and gender-identity, resulting 
in loss of status, income, and 
livelihood and threats of arrest, 
fines, and imprisonment; and 

Whereas, some officials and 
municipalities are discriminat-

ing against constitutionally-pro-
tected religious activities, prac-
tices, and civic involvement; and

Whereas, the city of Hous-
ton, Texas, has subpoenaed ser-
mons of pastors there who dare 
oppose a “non-discrimination” 
ordinance that gives special 
rights and protections to homo-
sexuals and to  transgendered 
persons to the detriment of de-
cency, safety, and ordered soci-
ety; and  

Whereas, the city of Coeur 
d’Alene, Idaho, pursuant to 
its “non-discrimination” ordi-
nance, is threatening to arrest 
and jail two pastors who have 
refused to officiate weddings of 
same-sex couples; and

Whereas, this is relevant 
to Arkansas in that the city of 
Fayetteville has adopted an or-
dinance like those passed in the 
cities in Texas and Idaho and 
which could render similar re-
sults at issue there; and

Whereas, in the next general 
session of the state legislature, 
a bill entitled “Religious Free-
dom Restoration Act,” a law 
to protect to a greater extent 
the exercise of sincerely held 
religious beliefs by requiring a  

See RESOLUTIONS page 14
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government entity to demon-
strate that any act it takes to 
burden one’s free exercise of 
religion is essential to a compel-
ling governmental interest and 
that the governmental action is 
the least restrictive means of fur-
thering the compelling govern-
mental interest; therefore, be it

Resolved, that the messen-
gers to the Arkansas Baptist 
State Convention, meeting at 
Trinity Baptist Church, October 
28-29, 2014, express apprecia-
tion for our God-given religious 
freedom; and be it further

Resolved, that we call on 
every branch of government 
to investigate all claims of First 
Amendment violations and to 
educate, discipline, or prosecute 
any who are involved in these 
violations; and, be it further

Resolved, that we urge those 
who engage in defending the 
legal rights of people of faith to 
come to the aid of those who are 
facing discrimination for their 
faith by federal, state, and local 
governments, institutions, or in-
dividuals; and, be it further 

Resolved, that we encourage 
everyone to respectfully request 
their state senator and state rep-
resentative to favorably consider 
the Religious Freedom Restora-
tion Act and enact it into law; 
and, be it finally

Resolved, that we pledge to 
defend the God-given and con-
stitutionally guaranteed right 
of every American citizen to 
worship God freely in thought, 
word, and action, according to 
the dictates of his or her con-
science.

RESOLUTION NO. 3:
ON THE PROPOSED  
ARKANSAS ALCOHOLIC 
BEVERAGE  
AMENDMENT

Whereas, the state wide alco-
hol initiative, the Arkansas Al-
coholic Beverage Amendment 
(“AABA”) has been certified and 
will appear on November’s gen-
eral election ballot; and

Whereas, if the state’s voters 
approve the AABA, it will con-
vert Arkansas’s 37 dry counties 
to wet ones and preclude ab-
solutely the ability of voters in 
individual counties from voting 
all or any part of their respective 
counties dry; and

Whereas, it is imperative that 
Arkansans understand how the 
AABA, if approved by voters, 
will fundamentally transform 
their state in undesirable ways 

and effectively disenfranchise 
voters in relation to local option 
elections; and

Whereas, the following par-
ticulars regarding the AABA 
should be carefully considered:

•The key issue revolved 
around whether voters – wheth-
er living in wet or dry counties 
– want to retain the principle of 
local control.

•The AABA is not about giv-
ing Arkansans more choice, it’s 
not about increasing tax reve-
nue, it’s not about creating jobs, 
and it’s not about economic de-
velopment.

•The AABA is about taking 
the vote away from residents in 
dry counties and giving it to 
those living in populous, already 
wet counties to further enrich 
alcohol merchants.

•Arkansans don’t need the 
AABA in order to vote their 
approval of alcoholic beverage 
sales. For many decades, Arkan-
sans have had the ability to do 
that county by county pursuant 
to the state’s local election laws.

•The AABA would take 
away that feature of local con-
trol. Voters in populous, already 
wet counties would be able to 
impose their will on residents of 
less populous and dry counties 
who would like to make these 
important decisions for them-
selves.

•In any local option election, 
some residents of the county 
holding the election will be un-
happy with the results. However, 
at least they would have the sat-
isfaction of knowing it was their 
neighbors who made the deci-
sion. The AABA would forever 
change that.

•The AABA will impose no 
limit on the number of liquor 
stores each county can have and 
it will not dictate how far from 
a church, school, park, etc. they 
must be; therefore, be it

Resolved, that we, the mes-
sengers to the Arkansas Baptist 
State Convention, meeting at 
Trinity Baptist Church, Texar-
kana, Arkansas, October 28-29, 
2014, encourage our state’s vot-
ers to reject soundly the AABA 
and cast their votes enthusiasti-
cally against the AABA in the 
upcoming general election. 

RESOLUTION NO. 4:
ON TRANSGENDER  
IDENTITY

Whereas, all persons are cre-
ated in God’s image and are 
made to glorify Him (Genesis 
1:27; Isaiah 43:7); and

Whereas, God’s design was 
the creation of two distinct and 
complementary sexes, male and 

continued from page 13
RESOLUTIONS female (Genesis 1:27; Matthew 

19:4; Mark 10:6) which desig-
nate the fundamental distinc-
tion that God has embedded in 
the very biology of the human 
race; and

Whereas, distinctions in 
masculine and feminine roles 
as ordained by God are part of 
the created order and should 
find expression in every human 
heart (Genesis 2:18, 21–24; 1 
Corinthians 11:7–9; Ephesians 
5:22–33; 1 Timothy 2:12–14); 
and 

Whereas, the Fall of man 
into sin and God’s subsequent 
curse have introduced broken-
ness and futility into God’s 
good creation (Genesis 3:1–24; 
Romans 8:20); and

Whereas, according to a 2011 
survey, about 700,000 Ameri-
cans perceive their gender iden-
tity to be at variance with the 
physical reality of their biologi-
cal birth sex; and 

Whereas, transgenderism dif-
fers from hermaphroditism or 
intersexualism in that the sex of 
the individual is not biologically 
ambiguous but psychologically 
ambiguous; and 

Whereas, the American Psy-
chiatric Association removed 
this condition (aka, “gender 
identity disorder”) from its list 
of disorders in 2013, substitut-
ing “gender identity disorder” 
with “gender dysphoria”; and

Whereas, the American Psy-
chiatric Association includes 
among its treatment options for 
gender dysphoria cross-sex hor-
mone therapy, gender reassign-
ment surgery, and social and 
legal transition to the desired 
gender; and 

Whereas, news reports indi-
cate that parents are allowing 
their children to undergo these 
therapies; and 

Whereas, many LGBT activ-
ists have sought to normalize 
the transgender experience and 
to define gender according to 
one’s self-perception apart from 
biological anatomy; and

Whereas, the separation of 
one’s gender identity from the 
physical reality of biological 
birth sex poses the harmful ef-
fect of engendering an under-
standing of sexuality and per-
sonhood that is fluid; and

Whereas, some public 
schools are encouraging parents 
and teachers to affirm the feel-
ings of children whose self-per-
ception of their own gender is 
at variance with their biological 
sex; and

Whereas, some public 
schools are allowing access to 
restrooms and locker rooms ac-
cording to children’s self-percep-

tion of gender and not accord-
ing to their biological sex; and

Whereas, the state of New 
Jersey prohibits licensed coun-
selors from any attempt to 
change a child’s “gender expres-
sion”; and

Whereas, these cultural cur-
rents run counter to the biblical 
teaching as summarized in The 
Baptist Faith and Message, Ar-
ticle III, that “Man is the special 
creation of God, made in His 
own image. He created them 
male and female as the crown-
ing work of His creation. The 
gift of gender is thus part of the 
goodness of God’s creation”; 
therefore, be it

Resolved, that the messengers 
to the Arkansas Baptist State 
Convention, meeting at Trin-
ity Baptist Church, Texarkana, 
Arkansas, October 28-29, 2014, 
affirm God’s good design that 
gender identity is determined 
by biological sex and not by 
one’s self-perception—a percep-
tion which is often influenced 
by fallen human nature in ways 
contrary to God’s design (Ephe-
sians 4:17–18); and, be it further 

Resolved, that we grieve the 
reality of human fallenness 
which can result in such biologi-
cal manifestations as intersexu-
ality or psychological manifesta-
tions as gender identity confu-
sion and point all to the hope 
of the redemption of our bodies 
in Christ (Romans 8:23); and, 
be it further

Resolved, that we extend love 
and compassion to those whose 
sexual self-understanding is 
shaped by a distressing conflict 
between their biological sex and 
their gender identity; and, be it 
further 

Resolved, that we invite all 
transgender persons to trust 
in Christ and to experience re-
newal in the Gospel (1 Timothy 
1:15–16); and, be it further 

Resolved, that we love our 
transgender neighbors, seek 
their good always, welcome 
them to our churches and, 
as they repent and believe in 
Christ, receive them into church 
membership (2 Corinthians 
5:18–20; Galatians 5:14); and, 
be it further 

Resolved, that we regard our 
transgender neighbors as image-
bearers of Almighty God and 
therefore condemn acts of abuse 
or bullying committed against 
them; and, be it further

Resolved, that we oppose ef-
forts to alter one’s bodily iden-
tity (e.g., cross-sex hormone 
therapy, gender reassignment 
surgery) to refashion it to con-
form with one’s perceived gen-
der identity; and, be it further

Resolved, that we continue to 
oppose steadfastly all efforts by 
any governing official or body 
to validate transgender identity 
as morally praiseworthy (Isaiah 
5:20); and, be it further

Resolved, that we oppose 
all cultural efforts to validate 
claims to transgender identity; 
and, be it finally  

Resolved, that our love for 
the Gospel and urgency for the 
Great Commission must in-
clude declaring the whole coun-
sel of God, proclaiming what 
Scripture teaches about God’s 
design for us as male and female 
persons created in His image 
and for His glory (Matthew 
28:19–20; Acts 20:27; Romans 
11:36).

RESOLUTION NO. 5:
ON CHRISTIAN  
CITIZENSHIP AND CIVIC  
PARTICIPATION

Whereas, on November 4, 
2014, voters in Arkansas and 
across America will be deciding 
many important policy issues 
and making decisions about the 
candidates they choose to serve 
in positions of leadership; and

Whereas, God has ordained 
government to provide an or-
dered society (Romans 13); and

Whereas, Christians are 
charged with the task of being 
“salt” and “light” (Matthew 
5:13-16); and

Whereas, the scriptures as-
sure us that “Righteousness ex-
alts a nation” (Proverbs 14:34); 
and 

Whereas, the Baptist Faith 
and Message affirms that “. . . 
every Christian should seek to 
bring industry, government, 
and society as a whole under the 
sway of the principles of righ-
teousness, truth, and brotherly 
love.” (XV. The Christian and 
the Social Order); and

Whereas, a representative de-
mocracy operates at its optimum 
with an informed and involved 
electorate; therefore, be it

Resolved, that we, the mes-
sengers to the Arkansas Baptist 
State Convention, meeting at 
Trinity Baptist Church, Texar-
kana, Arkansas, October 28-29, 
2014, encourage all believers to 
engage the culture by being in-
formed and proactive citizens, 
by voting in all elections, and by 
participating appropriately in 
civic matters. 

For more coverage of the 2014 
ABSC Annual Meeting visit  

arkansasbaptist.org/absc2014
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“The peace and forgive-
ness taught in church are 
not values reflected on the 
field – but football shows 
the division of our ethical 
consciousness.”
– Mark Edmundson, TIME

IN AN ARTICLE titled 
“Football and Religion: The 
Odd Relationship Between 
God and the Gridiron” 
published Nov. 6 by time.
com, Mark Edmundson, 
professor at the University 
of Virginia and author of 
“Why Football Matters: My 
Education in the Game,” 
argues that America’s love 
of football is indicative of 
a “rift in American faith.” 
Edmundson writes that the 
majority of Americans are 
Judeo-Christians, Chris-
tians who believe in both 
the Old Testament and 
the New Testament. Be-
cause of this, Edmundson 
argues Americans’ ethical 
consciousness is “divided” 
between Christ’s focus on 
love and forgiveness in the 
New Testament and God 
the Father’s wrath. “We can 
go to church and listen to 
the gospel of peace and for-
giveness and then go home 
and watch the carnage on 
the field for a simple rea-
son: That’s the tension 
we live with all the time,” 
writes Edmundson.

“In war films, you’ll often 
see a person of faith, but 
the way they’re depicted 
often feels caricatured. It 
doesn’t feel like a grounded 
faith or a living faith. It was 
important to me to show 
how someone can lean on 
Scripture and their rela-
tionship with Christ in an 
environment where they’re 
seeing this much inhuman-
ity and destruction.”
– David Ayer, director of “Fury”

IN A PIECE titled “Fu-
ry’s Director Explains the 
Film’s Theology” published 
on  relevantmagazine.com 
Oct. 24, David Ayer, direc-
tor of “Fury,” discusses the 
role Christianity plays with-
in the film.

The WatercoolerFaith&Culture

WHILE covering the 2014 
Arkansas Baptist State Con-
vention Annual Meeting for 
the Arkansas Baptist News, I 
had the opportunity to hear 
numerous fellow believers 
preach and speak about what 
God is doing in their lives 
and the lives of their church-
es.

I was struck by the words 
of Ben Mandrell, pastor and 
church planter of Storyline 
Fellowship in Arvada, Colo., 
who spoke openly about the 

stuggles his family is encoun-
tering while planting a church 
right outside 
of Denver.

D u r i n g 
Mandre l l ’ s 
m e s s a g e 
Oct. 28, he 
e x p l a i n e d 
that Dan-
iel 7 tells us 
that every person will one 
day stand in judgment before 
God. He said that our knowl-
edge of this truth should  

change the way we live.
I believe that the South-

ern Baptist 
Convention  
is one of 
the greatest 
missionary 
sending or-
ganizations  
of all time. 
T h r o u g h 

combined gifts of our church-
es to the Cooperative Program, 
each year thousands of mis-
sionaries are sent throughout 

North America and to the 
ends of the earth, reaching 
numerous people with the 
good news of Jesus Christ.

However, I also believe we 
Southern Baptists often value 
comfort and routine over 
evangelism.

If we believe the Great 
Commission is our greatest 
task, we must change our pri-
orities.

“But seek first His king-
dom and His righteousness 
...” (Matt. 6:33).

CALL AND  
RESPONSE

Caleb Yarbrough

“Do not be conformed to this 
world, but be transformed by  
the renewal of your mind...”

 Romans 12:2 (ESV)

Priorities

Most Americans say same-sex marriage a civil rights issue
NASHVILLE, Tenn. — As pub-
lic policy continues to change 
on the issue, a LifeWay Re-
search poll shows 58 percent 
of American adults agree same-
sex marriage is a civil rights 
issue and 64 percent believe 
it is inevitable same-sex mar-
riage will become legal 
throughout the United 
States.

LifeWay Research 
conducted a wide-rang-
ing survey of American 
adults on questions sur-
rounding same-sex mar-
riage; specifically exam-
ining whether clergy, 
wedding photographers, 
rental halls, landlords 
and employers have the 
right to refuse access and 
services to same-sex cou-
ples even if same-sex mar-
riage is made legal.

Findings:
•63 percent agree and 

27 percent disagree that pas-
tors should be allowed to re-
fuse to officiate same-sex wed-
dings if they are made legal in 
their state;

•58 percent agree and 33 
percent disagree that photog-
raphers should be allowed to 
refuse to work same-sex wed-
dings if they are made legal in 
their state;

•40 percent agree and 52 
percent disagree that rental 
halls should be allowed to re-
fuse to rent out their facilities 
for same-sex weddings if they 
are made legal in their state;

•27 percent agree and 67 
percent disagree landlords 
should be allowed to refuse 
to rent housing to same-sex 

couples if same-sex marriage is 
made legal in their state;

•14 percent agree and 82 
percent disagree employers 
should be allowed to refuse 
employment to someone based 
on their sexual preference.

“Clearly, Americans believe 

the prerogative exists for indi-
viduals such as clergy or pho-
tographers to deny services for 
same-sex marriage,” said Ed 
Stetzer, president of LifeWay 
Research. “However, the level 
of agreement changes with sce-
narios that could be interpret-
ed as more basic rights such as 
housing and employment.”

Consistent in all scenarios 
of the survey, men are more 
likely than women to agree 
these individuals should have 
the right to refuse services, 
rental agreements, or employ-
ment – as are Americans call-
ing themselves “born-again, 
evangelical or fundamentalist 
Christian.”

While Americans calling 

themselves “born-again, evan-
gelical, or fundamentalist 
Christian” are most likely to 
agree that pastors (74 percent), 
photographers (72 percent), 
and rental halls (57 percent) 
should be able to refuse same-
sex involvement, the level of 

agreement is much lower con-
cerning landlords (39 percent) 
and employers (19 percent).

Demographic breakdown 
Americans in the North-

west (31 percent) and West 
(36 percent) are more likely 
to disagree than those in the 
Midwest (22 percent) and 
South (23 percent) that pastors 
should be allowed to refuse to 
officiate same-sex weddings.

Americans age 65 and older 
are more likely to agree (37 per-
cent) that landlords should be 
allowed to refuse to rent hous-
ing to same-sex couples.

Americans who attend re-
ligious services one or more 
times a week are most likely to 

agree (22 percent) that employ-
ers should be allowed to refuse 
employment based on sexual 
preference and that landlords 
should be allowed to refuse to 
rent housing to same-sex cou-
ples (41 percent).

Inevitable change
While 64 percent of 

Americans agree same-
sex marriage will be-
come legal in the United 
States, a quarter disagree 
and 12 percent “don’t 
know.” The survey re-
veals Americans in the 
West (72 percent) are 
more likely to agree than 
those in the Midwest 
(57 percent) that legality 
is inevitable. Sixty-one 
percent of Southerners 
agree. 

Those calling them-
selves “born-again, evan-
gelical or fundamentalist 
Christian” are less likely 

to agree (50 percent) and more 
likely to disagree (38 percent) 
that this will happen.

The survey shows women 
(61 percent), Americans with 
a college degree (65 percent), 
and those age 18-29 (65 per-
cent) are more likely to agree 
that homosexuality is a civil 
rights issue like gender, race 
and age.

“While a majority of Ameri-
cans categorize homosexuality 
as a civil rights issue like age, 
race and gender, and almost 
two-thirds think legalization of 
same-sex marriage in the U.S. 
is inevitable, the research does 
show lines and divisions on 
these issues clearly exist in our 
country,” Stetzer said.
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Thank you, Arkansas Baptist churches
The Arkansas Baptist News (ABN) staff would like to express their gratitude 
to all churches and associations that support the ministry of the ABN by 
offering an every resident or group subscription plan to send the print 
edition to all or some of their families. If your church is not listed, call 800-

838-2272, ext. 5156, and we will provide you with information on how to 
subscribe. If your church is listed and you would like to receive the ABN, 
please contact your church office. And if your church should be listed and is 
not, please let us know.

Alexander, Vimy Ridge  
Immanuel
Alma, Alma First
Almyra, Almrya First
Alpena, Alpena First
Arkadelphia, Arkadelphia First
Arkadelphia, Cedar Grove
Arkadelphia, Mount Zion
Arkadelphia, Red River  
Association
Arkadelphia, Unity
Arkansas City, Arkansas City
Ash Flat, Ash Flat First
Ashdown, Ashdown First
Ashdown, Oak Grove
Augusta, Augusta First
Augusta, Grace
Austin, Old Austin
Bald Knob, Central
Barton, Barton
Batesville, Calvary
Batesville, Fellowship
Batesville, Mount Zion
Batesville, Pilgrims Rest
Batesville, Rehobeth
Batesville, Ruddell Hill
Batesville, West
Bauxite, Pleasant Hill
Bay, Bay First
Bearden, Bearden First
Bee Branch, Bee Branch
Beebe, Antioch
Beebe, Beebe First
Beebe, Union Valley
Beirne, Beirne First
Bella Vista, Village 
Belleville, Grace Memorial
Benton, Benton First
Benton, Calvary
Benton, Gravel Hill
Benton, Highland Heights
Benton, Mount Vernon
Benton, Ridgecrest
Benton, Temple
Bentonville, Park Street
Berryville, Freeman Heights
Berryville, Grandview First
Berryville, Southern Heights
Bigelow, Bigelow 
Biscoe, Biscoe First
Bismarck, Bismarck First
Black Rock, New Hope #1
Blevins, Marlbrook
Blytheville, Bethany
Blytheville, North Tenth Street
Blytheville, Ridgecrest
Blytheville, Yarbro
Booneville, Booneville First
Branch, Branch 
Brinkley, Brinkley First
Brookland, New Antioch
Bryant, Bryant First Southern
Cabot, Briarwood
Cabot, Cabot First

Cabot, Mount Carmel
Cabot, Mountain Springs
Cabot, Zion Hill
Camden, Calvary
Camden, Camden First
Camden, Cullendale First
Camden, Elliott
Camden, Grace
Camden, Hillside
Caraway, Caraway First
Carlisle, Carlisle First
Cash, Pitts
Cave City, Eastside
Charleston, Charleston First
Cherry Valley, Cherry Valley
Chidester, Chidester
Clarksville, Cherry Street
Clarksville, Clarksville First
Clarksville, Clarksville Second
Clarksville, East Mount Zion
Clarksville, Union Grove
Clarksville, Woodland
Clinton, Clinton First
Clinton, Formosa
Clinton, Friendship
Clinton, Immanuel
Clinton, Lexington
Clinton, Plant
Colt, Pine Tree
Concord, Concord First
Conway, Brumley
Conway, Cadron Ridge
Conway, Conway Second
Conway, Oak Bowery
Conway, Pickles Gap
Conway, Pleasant Grove
Conway, Sunny Gap
Conway, Woodland Heights
Corning, Calvary
Corning, Corning First
Corning, Hopewell
Cotter, Cotter First
Cove, Cove First
Cove, Hatton 
Crossett, Magnolia
Crossett, Meredian
Crossett, South Main
Danville, Danville, First
Dardanelle, Calvary
Dardanelle, New Hope
De Queen, De Queen First
De Queen, Kern Heights
De Witt, De Witt First
De Witt, Eastside
De Witt, Faith
Decatur, Decatur First
Decatur, Mason Valley
Deer, Cassville
Deer, Deer
Delaplaine, Delaplaine
Delaware, Delaware First
Delight, Antione
Dermott, Bellaire
Dermott, Halley

Dermott, Jerome 
Des Arc, Des Arc First
Doddridge, Mount Zion
Dolph, Dolph First
Dover, Dover First
Dumas, Anderson Chapel
Dumas, Dumas First
Earle, Earle
El Dorado, Caledonia
El Dorado, Ebenezer
El Dorado, El Dorado First
El Dorado, Galilee
El Dorado, Midway
El Dorado, Northwest
El Dorado, Southside
El Dorado, Temple
El Dorado, Union
El Dorado, Urbana
Elaine, Elaine
Emmet, Emmet First
England, England First
England, Plum Bayou
Etowah, Etowah
Eureka Springs, Rock Springs
Evening Shade, Evening Shade 
First
Fairfield Bay, Fairfield Bay
Farmington, Farmington
Fayetteville, Black Oak
Fayetteville, Fayetteville First
Fayetteville, Ridgeview
Fayetteville, Sang Avenue
Fayetteville, Southside
Flippin, Flippin First
Floral, Floral
Fordyce, Fordyce First
Fordyce, Prosperity
Fordyce, Southside
Forrest City, Forrest City First
Fort Smith, Calvary
Fort Smith, Concord  
Association
Fort Smith, Fort Smith First
Fort Smith, Immanuel
Fort Smith, Spradling
Fort Smith, Temple
Fort Smith, Trinity
Gassville, Pilgrims Rest
Gilbert, Zion’s Light
Gillett, Gillett First
Gillham, Gillham First
Glenwood, Glenwood First
Goshen, Goshen First
Gould, Gould First
Grannis, Grannis First
Green Forest, Rudd 
Greenbrier, Wooster First
Greenland, Greenland First
Greenway, Greenway First
Greenwood, Greenwood  
First
Greenwood, Jenny Lind
Greenwood, Palestine
Greenwood, Westwood 

Greers Ferry, Lone Star
Greers Ferry, Pleasant Ridge
Greers Ferry, West Side
Gregory, Gregory
Gurdon, Center Point
Gurdon, South Fork
Hackett, Hackett First
Hackett, Mount Zion
Hackett, New Providence
Hamburg, Hamburg First
Hamburg, Shiloh
Hamburg, Southside
Hampton, Hampton First
Hardy, New Hope
Hardy, Spring River
Harrisburg, Anderson Tulley
Harrisburg, Calvary
Harrison, Batavia First
Harrison, Bear Creek Springs
Harrison, Elmwood
Harrison, Emmanuel
Hatfield, Hatfield First
Havana, Havana First
Hazen, Hazen First
Heber Springs, Grace
Heber Springs, Heber Springs 
First
Helena, Helena First
Henderson, Henderson First
Hensley, Woodson
Hermitage, Saline
Higden, Brownsville
Higden, Sugar Loaf First
Hindsville, Hindsville First
Horatio, Horatio First
Horseshoe Bend, Horseshoe 
Bend First
Hot Springs, Grand Avenue
Hot Springs, Harvey’s Chapel
Hot Springs, Hot Springs 
Hot Springs, Hot Springs First
Hot Springs, Lee Chapel
Hot Springs, Piney 
Hot Springs, Vista Heights
Hot Springs, Mill Creek
Hot Springs Village, Balboa
Hot Springs Village, Barcelona 
Road
Hot Springs Village,  
Coronado
Hughes, Hughes First
Humphrey, Humphrey 
Hunter, Hunter First
Huntington, Fellowship
Huntsville, Calvary
Huntsville, Huntsville First
Huntsville, Living Water
Jacksonville, Bayou Meto
Jacksonville, Gravel Ridge 
First
Jacksonville, Jacksonville First
Jacksonville, Jacksonville  
Second
Jacksonville, Marshall Road

Jessieville, Rock Springs
Jonesboro, Jonesboro First
Jonesboro, Needham
Jonesboro, Nettleton
Jonesboro, Strawfloor
Jonesboro, Walnut Street
Judsonia, Gateway
Judsonia, Judsonia First
Judsonia, Rocky Point
Junction City, Three Creeks 
Junction City, Wesson
Kensett, Kensett First
Keo, Keo
Kingsland, Kingsland First
Kingston, Kingston First 
Southern
Knobel, Knobel First
Knoxville, Knoxville First
Lake Village, Bayou Mason
Lake Village, Parkway
Lamar, Lamar 
Lambrook, Lambrook First
Lead Hill, Lead Hill First
Leslie, Leslie First
Lewisville, Canfield
Lexa, Lexa 
Lincoln, Liberty
Little Rock, Calvary
Little Rock, Crystal Hill
Little Rock, Geyer Springs 
First
Little Rock, Immanuel
Little Rock, Martindale
Little Rock, Parkway Place
Little Rock, Reynolds  
Memorial
Little Rock, West Side
London, London First
Longsdale, Owensvillie
Lonoke, Lonoke 
Lonoke, New Hope
Lonoke, Steel Bridge
Lonoke, Wattensaw
Lowell, Hickory Creek
Lowell, Lowell First
Luxora, Luxora First
Magnolia, Central
Magnolia, Village
Malvern, Social Hill
Manila, Blackwater
Manila, Manila First 
Manila, Westside
Mansfield, Dayton
Mansfield, James Fork
Mansfield, Pleasant Grove #2
Marion, Immanuel
Marion, Marion First
Marked Tree, Marked Tree 
First
Marked Tree, Red Oak
Marmaduke, Marmaduke First
Marvell, Marvell First
McCrory, Good Hope
McCrory, McCrory First
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McRae, McRae First
Melbourne, Midway
Mena, Acorn
Mena, Bethel
Mena, Calvary
Mena, Cherry Hill
Mena, Dallas Avenue
Mena, Mena First
Mena, New Hope
Mena, Salem
Mena, Yocana
Midland, Midland First
Midway, Midway
Mineral Springs, Central
Monette, Monette First
Monticello, Enon Baptist
Monticello, Florence
Monticello, Immanuel
Monticello, Northside
Monticello, Second
Montrose, Montrose
Montrose, Mount Pleasant
Montrose, Sardis
Morrilton, Petit Jean  
Mountain First
Mount Ida, Lake Ouachita
Mount Ida, Mount Ida 
First
Mount Pleasant, Mount  
Pleasant Southern
Mount Vernon, Mount Vernon
Mountain Home, East Side
Mountain Home, Mountian 
Home First
Mountainburg, Mountainburg 
First
Mulberry, Mulberry First
Murfreesboro, Murfreesboro 
First
New Edenburg, New Edin-
burst First
North Little Rock, Central
North Little Rock, Forty  
Seventh Street

North Little Rock, Grace
North Little Rock, Morrison 
Chapel
North Little Rock, Park Hill
North Little Rock, Remount
Nashville, Nashville First
Norfork, Lone Rock
Norman, Norman First
Norphlet, Norphlet First
Oil Trough, White River
Omaha, Lakeland
Omaha, New Hope
Osceola, East Side
Osceola, Osceola First
Ozark, Ozark First
Ozark, Webb City
Ozone, Ozone 
Pangburn, McJester
Pangburn, Pangburn First
Paragould, Big Creek
Paragould, Browns Chapel
Paragould, East Side
Paragould, Finch
Paragould, New Friendship
Paragould, Pleasant Valley
Paragould, Robbs Chapel
Paragould, Unity
Parkdale, Parkdale
Parkin, Parkin First
Parks, Parks
Pea Ridge, Pea Ridge First
Pencil Bluff, Pencil Bluff  
First 
Perryville, Nimrod
Perryville, Perryville First
Perryville, Perryville Second
Piggott, Emmanuel
Piggott, Piggott First
Pine Bluff, Central
Pine Bluff, Claud Road
Pine Bluff, Matthews 
Memorial
Pine Bluff, Pine Bluff First
Pine Bluff, Shannon Road

Pine Bluff, Shepherd Hill
Pine Bluff, South Pine Wood
Pine Bluff, South Side
Pleasant Plains, Pleasant Plains
Plummerville, Plummerville 
First
Pocahontas, Oak Grove 
Portland, Portland
Pottsville, Pottsville
Prescott, Bethel
Quitman, Palestine
Quitman, Pines
Quitman, Quitman First
Ratcliff, Ratcliff First
Rector, Rector First 
Redfield, River Road
Reydell, Reydell
Rison, Rison
Roe, Aberdeen First
Rogers, Rocky Branch
Rogers, Rogers First
Rogers, Trinity
Roland, Natural Steps
Roland, North Point
Romance, Floyd First
Rose Bud, Rose Bud First
Rosie, Rosie
Rover, Rover
Russellville, Bakers Creek
Russellville, Crow Mountain
Russellville, East Point
Russellville, Russellville First
Russellville, Second
Saint Charles, Saint Charles
Salem, Salem First
Scotland, Scotland
Scranton, Scranton First
Searcy, Calvary
Searcy, Crosby
Searcy, Mount Hebron
Searcy, Searcy First
Searcy, Temple
Searcy, Valley
Sheridan, North Main

Sheridan, Sheridan First
Sherwood, Baring Cross
Sherwood, Indianhead Lake
Sherwood, Runyan First
Shirley, Pleasant Valley
Shirley, Shady Grove
Sidney, Sidney
Siloam Springs, Gum Springs
Siloam Springs, Highfill First
Siloam Springs, Robinson
Siloam Springs, Siloam 
Springs First
Smackover, Joyce 
Smackover, Maple Avenue
Smithville, Smithville
Solgohachia, Solgohachia
Sparkman, Holly Springs
Sparkman, Manning 
Sparkman, New Hope
Sparkman, Sparkman First
Springdale, Cross Church
Springdale, Berry Street
Springdale, Brush Creek
Springdale, Cross Church
Springdale, Oak Grove
Springdale, Silent Grove
Stamps, Stamps First
Star City, Fellowship Bible
Star City, Hickory Grove
Star City, Star City First
Star City, Yorktown First
Stephens, Salem
Stephens, Stephens First
Strong, Knowles
Strong, New London
Strong, Strong First
Stuttgart, Hagler 
Stuttgart, Southside
Stuttgart, Stuttgart First
Sulphur Rock, Sulphur Rock
Swifton, Swifton
Texarkana, Beech Street First
Texarkana, Cornerstone
Texarkana, Mandeville

Texarkana, Shiloh
Texarkana, Tennessee
Texarkana, Trinity
Tichnor, Tichnor
Tillar, Selma
Tillar, Tillar First
Timbo, Calvary
Trumann, Corners Chapel
Trumann, Maple Grove
Tulip, Tulip Memorial
Turner, Turner
Turrell, Turrell First
Tyronza, Barton Chapel
Uniontown, Uniontown
Valley Springs, Bruno
Van Buren, Oak Grove 
Vandervoort, Vandervoort First
Viola, Viola Baptist
Waldron, Bates
Waldron, Haw Creek
Waldron, Temple
Waldron, Unity
Walnut Ridge, Egypt
Ward, Cocklebur
Warren, Immanuel
Warren, Macedonia
Warren, Warren First
Warren, Westside
Watson, Watson
Weiner, Weiner First
West Memphis, West  
Memphis First
West Point, West Point
Wheatley, Goodwin
White Hall, White Hall  
First
Wickes, Wickes First
Wilton, Wilton First
Winthrop, Cross Roads 
First
Wiseman, Wiseman
Wynne, Ridgeview
Wynne, Union Avenue
Yellville, Yellville
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TEXARKANA – Students at 
Ouachita Baptist University 
(OBU) are learning how to 
combine business and mis-
sions – and the Arkansas 
Baptist Children’s Homes 
and Family Ministries (AB-
CHomes) is benefiting in the 
process.

For students at Ouachita, 
going on a mission trip is not 
abnormal. Students go on 
mission every year to see lives 
changed. But the students who 
went to Honduras in 2012 and 
2013 also experienced change 
in their own lives.

While in Hon-
duras, the students 
saw the empty beds 
at Rancho Ebene-
zer, a home for chil-
dren run by World 
Gospel Outreach. 
The beds were 
empty because 
World Gospel Out-
reach did not have 
the funds neces-
sary to house more 
children. So the 
Ouachita students 
decided to start 
Dr. Jack’s Coffee 
and send a portion 
of the proceeds to 
World Gospel Outreach.

The initiative became a 
project of Enactus, a student 
organization through the 
Ouachita school of business, 
and in 2013, Dr. Jack’s Coffee 
was launched.

Dr. Jack’s Coffee changes lives locally and internationally
Bryan McKinney, dean of 

the Hickingbotham School 
of Business at Ouachita, ex-
plained Dr. Jack’s is a coop-
eration between the Enactus, 
the school of business and 
Ouachita administration.

He added that while 
Ouachita graduates many stu-
dents who are successful in the 
secular business world, they 
also train students to combine 
business with missions.

“Dr. Jack’s is a great exam-
ple of how that can happen,” 
he said. “We are excited to give 
our own students ways to in-

tegrate their faith 
with their business 
interests.”

Jayson Harris, 
Ouachita senior 
and general man-
ager of Dr. Jack’s 
Coffee, said the 
coffee beans come 
from Rwanda and 
Brazil and the 
coffee is sold at 
Ouachita’s coffee-
house and online. 
Some churches also 
serve Dr. Jack’s.

McKinney noted 
that it is also being 
sold on the main 

campus of Baptist Health in 
their coffee house called Cof-
fee Corner.

Brett Powell, vice president 
for administrative services at 
Ouachita, said they would love 
for Dr. Jack’s to become a na-

tional brand.
“From the beginning, we 

have tried to create something 
that could be translated into 
other organizations and other 
areas,” he said. “For example, 
we would love to see a Dr. 
Jack’s coffee shop on the cam-
pus of every Baptist college and 
university in the country. We 
also hope that members of Bap-
tist churches in the state will 
see Dr. Jack’s at their church 
and begin serving our coffee in 
their businesses and drinking it 
at home. We think the possible 
ways we can use coffee to help 
children are endless.”

Harris said a third of the 
profits from Dr. Jack’s go to 
Enactus, a third go back into 
Dr. Jack’s and a third are sent 

to World Gospel Outreach. 
Recently, though, the coffee 

company has also begun donat-
ing a portion of their profits to 
the ABCHomes. When an Ar-
kansas Baptist church buys Dr. 
Jack’s Coffee to serve or sell at 
their church, instead of a third 
of the proceeds going to World 
Gospel Outreach, that third 
goes to the ABCHomes.

“One of the big reasons why 
we wanted to make this move 
was because, in general, we 
just want to help more people. 
And so in order for the com-
pany to grow, something had 
to happen and I think this is 
it. And so (in the) long run, we 
just want to help more kids – 
whether it’s internationally or 
locally,” said Harris.

McKinney said, “We are ex-
cited to partner with the chil-
dren’s home. As much support 
as Ouachita has received from 
the generosity of the Coopera-
tive Program through the Ar-
kansas Baptist State Conven-
tion (ABSC) throughout the 
years, it only makes sense to 
give back to an agency of the 
ABSC.”

Rex Horne, president of 
Ouachita, has expressed his 
support for Dr. Jack’s Coffee 
and the collaboration with the 
ABSC. 

“I’m proud of our students’ 
efforts with Dr. Jack’s,” he 
said. “I speak often of OBU 
creating difference makers, 
and that’s what these students 
are becoming. And it only 
makes sense that we’d begin 
this partnership with the Ar-
kansas Baptist Children’s 
Homes. I’m hopeful that Ar-
kansas Baptist churches will 
support these efforts and then 
together we’ll all make a differ-
ence in the lives of many kids 

at the children’s home.”
David Perry, ABCHomes ex-

ecutive director, noted, “What 
a blessing to ABCHomes to 
have this great connection 
with Dr. Jack’s Coffee. Howev-
er, this story is about so much 
more than great coffee. It is 
about a Christ-centered uni-
versity, mission focused and 
innovative thinking students 
and making a positive differ-
ence in the lives of children.”

The coffee company re-
cently adjusted its blend and 
launched the new blend at the 
ABSC Annual Meeting held 
in late October, receiving good 
feedback.

“We are very happy that, last 
week, we sent our first check 
to ABCHomes for the profits 
from the convention,” said 
Powell. “Each time someone 
drank a cup of coffee at the 
convention or purchased a bag 
of coffee to take home, there 
was an immediate impact on 
the children at ABCHomes. 
That is our vision for what Dr. 
Jack’s should be about.”

Powell said they are cur-
rently working on establish-
ing a way for online purchas-
ers to designate which of the 
two ministries – ABCHomes 
or World Gospel Outreach – 
they would like their purchase 
to support. 

Powell said there are three 
ways to get involved with Dr. 
Jack’s Coffee: (1) serve Dr. 
Jack’s Coffee or sell 12 ounce 
bags in a coffee shop, (2) set up 
a Dr. Jack’s display to encour-
age buying the coffee bags on-
line and (3) support Dr. Jack’s 
through prayer and sharing 
the mission.

For more information or to 
purchase coffee, visit drjacks-
coffee.com.

TEXARKANA – About 100 
women from across Arkansas 
gathered for the Ministers’ 
Wives Network conference 
that took place at Trinity Bap-
tist Church, Texarkana, Oct. 
27 prior to the Arkansas Bap-
tist State Convention Annual 
Meeting. 

The event focused on the 
balance of marriage and min-
istry.

Suzanne Grigsby, with 
Shepherds’ Haven of Rest 
Ministries, and Kathy Cole-
man, co-founder of Real 
Marriages ... Real Lives, were 
speakers. Worship was led by 
Lisa Saxby, wife of Trinity Bap-
tist Pastor Bill Saxby.

Grigsby spoke on balance 
in ministry. She contrasted 
the “despair of defiance” with 
the “delight of dedication,” 
encouraging women to remain 

Ministers’ wives gather, fellowship
obedient even in tough times, 
to guard and nurture their 
hearts and souls and to reflect 
God.

Coleman spoke on bal-
ance in marriage. She talked 
about how women sometimes 
have illusions going into mar-
riage, and when those illusions 
don’t hold up, they can easily 
become cynical if they don’t 
trust God to handle their disil-
lusionment.

Women also enjoyed wor-
ship, fellowship, food, games 
and door prizes.

“We want ladies to be re-
freshed and encouraged that 
there is a possible balance 
between marriage and minis-
try and that there are specific 
ways, and then just really gen-
eral ways, that they can achieve 
that balance,” said Sherrill 
Moffett, Ministers’ Wives Net-

work leadership team member 
and wife of Eric Moffett, pas-
tor of First Baptist Church, 
Pocahontas. “That’s our focus 
this year – loving your hus-
bands, loving the ministry and 
doing things for the glory of 
the Lord and remaining re-
freshed while doing so.”

Women fellowship at the Ministers’ 
Wives Network conference.

Ouachita Baptist University students Curt Tucker (left), Jayson Harris (center) and Connor Van Hemert represented Dr. Jack’s 
Coffee at the Arkansas Baptist State Convention Annual Meeting recently held in Texarkana. The event served as the launching 
point for the company’s new coffee blend. Harris serves as general manager for Dr. Jack’s Coffee.

Dr. Jack’s coffee can be pur-
chased online by visiting 
drjackscoffee.com.
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AM WRAP
on Dixie Jackson State Mis-
sions impact stories. During 
this time, ABSC team leaders 
and members interviewed sev-
eral Arkansas Baptists about 
the impact the Dixie Jackson 
offering has had on their min-
istries. Those interviewed were 
Jason Huffmaster, block party 
coordinator for Reynolds Bap-
tist Church, Paragould; Tar-
voris “Tee” Uzoigwe, Baptist 
Collegiate Ministry campus 
minister at the University 
of Arkansas, Pine Bluff, and 
Mike Prince, pastor of The Ga-
rage Church, Hot Springs.

“We just want you to know 
that you can go back and tell 
your church family that God 
is using that Dixie Jackson 
State Missions Offering,” said 
Addison. “Thank you … for 
investing in the Dixie Jackson 
offering.”

Throughout the meeting, 
messengers took part in several 
prayer sessions focused on re-
vival and spiritual awakening. 
In addition, they heard from 
a number of church planters 
about the work God is doing 
in their churches. There 
were also several Celebrate  
Arkansas sessions highlighting  
mission work in the state.

During the Oct. 28 after-
noon session, Mason served 
as moderator for a panel dis-
cussion focused on leadership. 

Panelists were Manley Beas-
ley Jr., pastor of Hot Springs 
Baptist Church, Hot Springs; 
Jeff Childers, pastor of Cord 
Baptist Church, Cord; Wes 
George, pastor of First Baptist 
Church, Rogers, and Chad 
Grigsby, pastor of Compass 
Church, Batesville. 

Also on Oct. 28, Mark 
Dance, new associate vice 
president for pastoral leader-
ship at LifeWay Christian Re-
sources and former senior pas-
tor of Second Baptist Church, 
Conway, presented Mason and 
ABSC Executive Director J.D. 
“Sonny” Tucker with a Bible 
and a book by Bobby Bowden 
as a way of thanking the state 
convention for investing in 
him during his time in the 
state and for “being a friend of 
LifeWay.”

Miscellaneous business
Ed Simpson, pastor of Cal-

vary Baptist Church, Little 
Rock, moved that the 2014 
Annual of the ABSC be dedi-
cated in the memory of Fred 
Williams, who died in 2013.

Simpson described Wil-
liams as “a faithful member 
of Calvary Baptist Church, an 
outstanding deacon, a prayer 
warrior, a loyal supporter of 
our denomination and state 
convention (and) a wonderful 
father and parent.”

Williams was also a profes-
sor of history at the Univer-
sity of Arkansas at Little Rock 
and co-author of “A System & 

Plan: Arkansas Baptist State 
Convention 1848-1998,” 
which was written for the con-
vention’s 150th anniversary. 

The motion passed unani-
mously.

2015 ABSC budget
A Cooperative Program (CP) 

budget of $22 million for 2015 
was approved by messengers, 
which is the 
same amount 
as 2014.

The bud-
get includes 
$ 9 , 4 4 3 , 7 8 6 
(42.93 per-
cent )  fo r 
S o u t h e r n 
Baptist (SBC) 
causes and 
$12,336,214 
(56.07 per-
cent) for mis-
sions and min-
istries in Ar-
kansas. Anoth-
er $220,000 (1 
percent) is designated as the 
“shared ministries” budget 
split between the ABSC and 
the SBC. 

SBC causes include the 
International Mission Board, 
$4,721,893 (21.46 percent); 
the North American Mission 
Board, $2,152,239 (9.78 per-
cent); theological education, 
$2,092,743 (9.51 percent); 
Christian ethics and religious 
liberty ministries, $155,821 
(.71 percent), and other fa-
cilitating ministries $301,201 

(1.37 percent).
Arkansas missions and min-

istries include Executive Board 
programs, $6,390,700 (29.05 
percent); pastoral scholarship 
fund, $170,572 (.78 percent); 
convention, $172,109 (.78 
percent); church protection 
plan-GuideStone, $147,938 
(.67 percent); Camp Siloam, 
$252,634 (1.15 percent); Ar-

kansas Baptist 
C h i l d r e n ’ s 
Homes and 
Family Minis-
tries, $581,659 
(2.64 percent); 
Arkansas Bap-
tist Founda-
tion, $340,510 
(1.55 percent); 
Arkansas Baptist 
News, $290,736 
(1.32 percent); 
Ouachita Bap-
tist University, 
$ 3 ,1 5 9 , 9 9 4 
(14.36 percent), 
and Williams 

Baptist College $951,748 (4.33 
percent).

The 2015 budget reflects 
the third year of the ABSC’s 
2013-17 budget formula ap-
proved by messengers at the 
2011 annual meeting. The 
formula increases the percent-
age of funds (total receipts) 
forwarded to the SBC, with 
budget surpluses being divid-
ed with the SBC (CP funds 
received above $22 million). 
The percentage increase for 
SBC causes is two-tenths of 

1 percent each year during 
the five-year budget formula 
period. Additionally, the for-
mula directs the convention to 
conduct a statewide emphasis 
every five years, encouraging 
churches to increase their Co-
operative Program percentage.

Recommendations,  
other action

Messengers approved a rec-
ommendation from the ABSC 
Executive Board to amend the 
articles of incorporation of 
the Arkansas Baptist Assem-
bly (Camp Siloam). Article IV, 
Section 1, previously called for 
the executive director-treasurer 
to also serve as the recording 
secretary. The recording secre-
tary is now a separate officer 
on the board of directors.

The Executive Board also 
approved all 2015 ABSC team 
goals.

The convention’s Nominat-
ing Committee report was ap-
proved with no challenges and 
no discussion. The committee 
nominates people to serve on 
boards of ABSC entities and 
institutions.

Greg Sykes, pastor of First 
Baptist Church, Russellville, 
was elected president of the 
ABSC Executive Board. Tom 
McCone, minister of music at 
First Baptist Church, Green-
wood, was elected first vice 
president.

The 2015 annual meeting 
will be held at Hot Springs 
Baptist Church in Hot Springs.

Arkansas Baptist disaster relief serve 
lunch during the Arkansas Baptist 
State Convention Annual Meeting.
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LOTTIE
Dinner served

The room is cramped on 
this summer evening. It’s July, 
and the hosts haven’t eaten a 
bite or sipped a drink since 
before dawn. But in a formal 
greeting in French, they tell 
the Arkansans that they are 
honored with their visit. 

The small home belongs 
to a hospitable and digni-
fied man named Seidou. He 
shares it with his immediate 
family, as well as a brother 
and his two wives. Seidou and 
his three brothers, all tall and 
stately, have gathered for the 
meal tonight. Like many immi-
grants, they came to Abidjan 
from Burkina Faso looking 
for work. Two of the wives, 
dressed in vibrantly colored 
traditional gowns with match-
ing scarves knotted around 
their heads, serve the men 
and guests and then disap-
pear back to the “kitchen”  

outside the front door.
Along with typical Ivorian 

dishes, Seidou pours tradi-
tional drinks. The Arkan-
sans tentatively sip “bissap,” 
a sweet ruby red drink made 
from dried hibiscus petals, and 
the more adventurous sample 
“gimgim,” a beverage infused 
with so much fresh 
ginger that it delivers 
a spicy kick. Yingling 
bravely drinks it down.

International Mis-
sion Board (IMB) mis-
sionaries Mike and 
Heather McAfee, and 
their children, Caleb, 
Karis and Benjamin, 
are here as well, thanks 
to Southern Baptists’ 
giving to the Lottie 
Moon Christmas Of-
fering and Cooperative Pro-
gram, which support more 
than 4,800 Southern Baptist 
workers overseas. 

The McAfees, friends of Sei-
dou’s family, are urban church 
planters in Abidjan, the eco-
nomic capital of the country. 

Its ever-growing population of 
at least 6 million reflects the 
diversity of West Africa: City 
dwellers speak 60 indigenous 
languages, with French as the 
official language, a remnant 
of its colonial past. Religious 
practices in the city reflect 
the same cultural melange: 

Islam, Catholicism 
and African tribal re-
ligions influence daily 
lives. Evangelicals are 
in the minority. Mike 
McAfee estimates 
there are about 30 
small Baptist congre-
gations in this city of 
millions, most of these 
groups with fewer than 
100 members.

Mike and Heather 
wear many hats as they 

work with Ivorian churches 
and seek to establish new 
church plants in this sprawl-
ing metropolis. They train, 
they encourage and they evan-
gelize. They also network and 
thus have turned to Southern 
Baptist churches in the U.S. 

to partner in this sacred ef-
fort. One of these churches 
is Valley Baptist Church. On 
the church’s first visit, the 
McAfees introduced the team 
of five women and one man to 
areas of the city where they saw 
potential for a church plant. 
The team worked with transla-
tors and members of the local 
Treichville Baptist Church to 
meet neighborhood residents 
and engage them with Bible 
stories. 

New territory
One morning they ventured 

to Attecoube, a community to 
the northwest of the central 
business district of Abidjan. 
To get there, they traveled up 
a rutted dirt road muddied by 
recent rains to where a Treich-
ville church member named 
Mama Tra lives. There, Mama 
Tra shared with them how she 
hoped a small plot of land she 
gave to the Lord could be the 
place for a new church. Then 
the team fanned out into 
the neighborhood to pray in 

homes and share Bible stories 
with those they met. It was the 
first time Paul and Jan Yin-
gling shared their faith with a 
Muslim.

Later, Paul Yingling de-
scribed the dynamic of joining 
with the Treichville church to 
impact Abidjan. 

“The believers here … want 
to reach this city for Christ. 
They are capable of shar-
ing the gospel; it just kind of 
helps that we’re here — it kind 
of gets their foot in the door, 
you know. … They love God, 
and even though I’m a coun-
try boy from Arkansas, we’re 
able to come together in one 
accord and share the gospel for 
Christ,” Yingling said.  

“We have been blessed with 
the fact that we have mon-
etary resources but also the 
fact that we’re free to worship, 
we’re uninhibited, we can 
share the gospel any way we 
want,” he continued. “But a 
lot of times we sit on the pew, 
and we don’t fulfill the Great  
Commission.”

Yingling praying.
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James Greene & Associates
800-422-3384
www.jamesgreeneins.com
James Greene & Associates represents 
Brotherhood Mutual Insurance, a national 
leader insuring churches in alliance with 
GuideStone. Call today or go online for 
property, liability, auto and worker’s comp 
quotes!

Kitchen Equipment
& Supplies
Aimco Equipment Co. 
10001 Colonel Glenn Rd.
Little Rock, AR 72204
501-228-0808

Lighting & Sound
American AVL
800-352-7222
Little Rock/Jackson/Ruston/New 
Orleans
Audio, Video, & Lighting Systems & 
Equipment
Ask about our free site needs AVL review

Playgrounds
Rusty Peoples 
rusty@peopleslandscaping.com
479-769-0580, (toll-free) 866-388-
1365 
Quality park-playground equip, surfacing & 
shades
Free design consultations
www.heartlandparks.com

Baptistries/Steeples
Construction Sales Co., Inc.
P.O. Box 1049
Magnolia, AR 71753-1049
800-526-9663  FAX: 870-234-6475
Also laminated wood arches, beams and decking 

Church Facility Planner
Sowell Architects
1315 North Street, Suite 100
Conway, AR  72034
501-450-9633 FAX: 501-450-7228
Email: rik@sowellarchitects.com
www.sowellarchitects.com
Master planning, site analysis
and all architectural services

Church Insurance
Michael B. Russell, MA, MBA
Member, First Baptist Church, 
Springdale
Mike Russell & Associates
P.O. Box 709, Bentonville, AR 72712
877-715-5336, 479-657-6369 fax
www.protectmychurch.org   
AR Ins. Lic. #185726
Non-profit - Church - Commercial - Employee 
Benefits

To advertise in the Church 
Services Directory, 

contact Steve McPherson at 
501-376-4791, ext. 5161, 

or email 
steve@arkansasbaptist.org

CHURCH SERVICES DIRECTORY

Church life
Park Hill Baptist Church, 

North Little Rock, will hold 
a mental health forum at 6:30 
p.m., Monday, Dec. 1. The 
event will feature a series of 
short talks by area profession-
als, addressing topics such as 
grief and loss and substance 
abuse and suicide. A time for 
questions and answers will fol-
low. The theme of the event is 

Obituaries
Graydon Bridges Hardis-

ter, 80, of Benton, died Nov. 1. 
He was a graduate of Ouachita 

Baptist Univer-
sity in Arkadel-
phia and South-
western Baptist 
T h e o l o g i c a l 
Seminary in 
Fort Worth, 
Texas .  He 
served on the 

staff of Second Baptist Church 
in Little Rock as associate pas-
tor and director of youth ser-
vices and also served as pastor 
of Westmont Baptist Church 
in Memphis, Tenn. He and 
his wife, Betty, served as In-
ternational Mission Board 
missionaries to Jordan, having 
served 34 years before retiring 
in 1999. He was a member of 

First Baptist Church, Benton. 
He was preceded in death by 
his parents and a brother. He 
is survived by his wife of 52 
years, two sons, a daughter, 
two sisters and eight grand-
children. Funeral services were 
held Nov. 5 at First Baptist 
Church in Benton. Burial fol-
lowed at Pinecrest Memorial 
Park in Alexander.

Changing Attitudes.
The Women on Mission 

group at Central Baptist 
Church, Hot Springs, will 
hear guest speaker Greg Woot-
ten at 10:30 a.m. Dec. 9. Woot-
ten is on staff at First Baptist 
Church, Fort Smith. 

First Baptist Church, 
Hackett, will hold a dedica-
tion for its new worship center 
at 10 a.m. Nov. 23, followed 
by a Thanksgiving dinner and 
concert by New Creation of 
Van Buren. For more informa-
tion, call 479-597-6644.  

First Baptist Church, Pan-
gburn, will celebrate its 125th 
anniversary Nov. 16 with an 

11 a.m. homecoming service, 
followed by lunch. The First 
Baptist Church Praise Singers 
Quartet will present the music 
and J.D. “Sonny” Tucker, exec-
utive director of the Arkansas 
Baptist State Convention, will 
bring the message. The pro-
gram will also include other 
recognitions and history of the 
church. 

Trinity Baptist Church, 
Texarkana, will honor Johnny 
Burnett Nov. 30 for 60 years of 

ordained ministry. He served 
churches in multiple states 
and served 34 years as an In-
ternational Mission Board 
missionary.

Submit your church news by 
calling 800-838-2272, 
ext. 5153, or emailing 

jeanie@arkansasbaptist.org

EWS

SERVSAFE TRAINING – More than 40 people took part in the ServSafe 
training Nov. 1 at the Arkansas Baptist State Convention (ABSC) building in 
Little Rock . The training was provided through the ABSC. ServSafe is a certifi-
cation by the National Restaurant Association for safe food handling.

Mike McCoy to lead Black River
HOXIE – Mike McCoy was 
elected associational mission-
ary for Black River Baptist 
Association (BRBA) in Hoxie 
Oct. 23.

McCoy, 60, of Wen-
tzville, Mo., previously 
served as director of 
missions for Central 
Baptist Association 
in Decatur, Ill., 2012-
13, for Woodland 
Baptist Association in 
Grand Rapids, Mich., 
2004-11, and as pas-
tor of Ridgecrest Bap-
tist Church, New Windsor, 
N.Y.; First Baptist Church, 
Orchard Park, N.Y., and 
Northside Baptist Church, 

Bowling Green, Ohio.
He is a 1977 graduate of 

Cumberland College in Wil-
liamsburg, Ky., a 1981 gradu-
ate of Midwestern Baptist 

Theological Seminary, 
Kansas City, Mo., and 
is currently enrolled at 
Mid-America Baptist 
Theological Seminary, 
pursuing a doctor of 
ministry degree.

Charles Lewis 
has served as inten-
tional interim asso-
ciational missionary 

for BRBA the past two years. 
Lewis previously was asso-
ciational missionary for the 
Mississippi County Baptist 

Association, Blytheville.
McCoy said he is excited to 

tackle the challenges of the po-
sition in Arkansas.

“I am looking forward 
to coming to Arkansas and 
working alongside the folks of 
BRBA to accomplish all that 
God has called us to do. As I 
begin my ministry, one of my 
goals is to get to know the peo-
ple and the churches of BRBA. 
I believe the association exists 
to resource the churches as 
they engage a lost world with 
the gospel,” said McCoy.

McCoy and his wife, Cher-
yl, have been married 38 years. 
She works in the insurance 
and health care industry.

McCoy
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FAITH Joseph’s Story, a novel and Bible Study, 
comes to life as Joseph tells the story of his life 

experiences from the pit to his rise to power in Egypt. 
His is a story of maturing faith in Yahweh during many 
hardships leading to God’s divine purpose for his life. 
Following the novel, dig deeper into God’s Word with 
Bible study material and leader’s guide intended for 
individual or small group study. 

Faith Joseph’s Story is available from crossbooks.com, 
barnesandnoble.com and amazon.com. Information and 
book trailer available at sandrahardage.com.

Retired SBC pastor, Fred G. Womack, tells of his 
six-year-old daughter’s battle with cancer, his 

personal grief and how God deployed unexpected 
and astonishing assistance through it all, such as the 
child’s vision of heaven before her death. The book 
highlights that nothing short of God’s supernatural 
comfort could produce solace and hope powerful 
enough to offset the unrelenting anguish that came 
in those days. On several occasions, unspeakable 
emotional pain was completely banished by varied 
and merciful God-sent events, some intimating 
the proximity and activities of the deceased in 
Christ.

Book may be ordered from www.westbowpress.com or 
Amazon.com or from most local book stores.

C l a s s i f i e d s
PASTOR

Ridgecrest Baptist Church in St. Charles, Mo., a 
multistaff church with an average attendance of 400, is 
seeking a full-time pastor. For details go to www.
ridgecrest.org and click on the Pastor Search Commit-
tee link in the upper left corner.

First Baptist Church of Delaware is seeking a full 
time or bi-vocational pastor. Please send re-
sume to  FBC Pastor Search Committee, Box 70, Dela-
ware, AR. 72835.

 Trinity Baptist Church in Pocola, Okla., is accepting 
resumes for a full-time pastor. Please mail resume 
and references to Pastor Search Committee, Trinity 
Baptist Church, P.O. Box 366, Pocola, OK 74902.

Spradling Baptist Church, Fort Smith, is seeking a 
full-time pastor. Please send resume including 
references to Spradling Baptist Church, Pastor Search 
Committee, 3515 N. 50th Street, Fort Smith, AR 72904.

Cedar Glades Baptist Church in Mountain Pine is 
seeking a full-time pastor. Please send resume to 
Cedar Glades Baptist Church, Pastor Search Committee, 
303 Gum Springs Road, Mountain Pine, AR 71956.

First Baptist Church of Hayti, Mo., is prayerfully 
seeking a full-time pastor. Interested candidates 
should mail their resume to First Baptist Church, 201 
East Main, Hayti, MO 63851, or email resume to fb-
chayti@gmail.com.

Mullins Station Baptist Church in Memphis, Tenn., is 
searching for a bi-vocational pastor. Please email 
resume and either an audio CD or website address with 
link to view a sample sermon to susan@msbcmem-
phis.org.

First Baptist of Tuckerman is seeking a full-time 
or bi-vocational pastor. Please send resume to 
FBC, P.O. Box 1188, Tuckerman, AR 72473.

First Baptist Church of Leslie is seeking a full-

time pastor. Send resumes to First Baptist Church, 
P.O. Box 336, Leslie, AR 72645, Attn: Pastor Search 
Committee.

FBC, Augusta, is seeking resumes for full time 
pastor. Please send resume to FBC Search Committee, 
310 Pearl St., Augusta, AR 72006.

First Baptist Church (SBC) of Evening Shade is seek-
ing a full-time or bi-vocational pastor. Please 
send resume to FBCES Pastor Search Committee, 290 
AR 230, Cave City, AR 72521. 

New Hope Baptist Church in Jay, Okla., is prayerfully 
seeking a full-time pastor. Please send resumes to 
newhopebaptistjay@gmail.com. 

OTHER STAFF POSITIONS

Levy Church seeks pianist: Apply to 3501 Pike Ave., 
North Little Rock, 72118 or steventiner@levybaptist.
com.

First Baptist Church, Pea Ridge is prayerfully seeking 
a part-time children’s ministry director to lead 
volunteers and kids birth-sixth grade. Salary commen-
surate with experience. Request more information or 
send resumes: al@prfbc.org or call 479-451-8192.

New Hope Baptist Church West, Duncan, Okla., is 
seeking a full-time children’s minister. Send 
resumes to Children’s Minister Search Committee, c/o 
New Hope Baptist Church West, P.O. Box 1164, Duncan, 
OK 73534 or email to newhopew@cableone.net.

Scotland Baptist Church is seeking a part-time 
youth minister. Send resume to Scotland Baptist 
Church, P.O. Box 6, Scotland, AR 72141 or email us at 
ncba@artelco.com.

Part-time kitchen assistant needed at Park 
Hill Baptist Church in North Little Rock. Information for 
this position can be obtained at plowery@parkhillbap-
tist.org or 501-771-6755.

Hopedale Baptist Church, Ozark, Mo., is seeking a 
full-time minister of music. Send resumes and 
a video link if possible to tkendrick@hopedale.org or 
mail to 5370 N. State Highway NN, Ozark, MO 65721.

Union Valley Baptist Church of Beebe is seeking a 
full-time minister of music to lead our blended 
worship services. Located in central Arkansas, Union 
Valley has an average worship attendance of 500. This 
individual will be responsible for directing adult and 
youth choirs, as well as the praise band. Send resume 
to timsparks@centurytel.net.

Briarwood Baptist Church in Cabot is searching for 
a bi-vocational youth minister who is mission-
minded with organizational/administrative skills a 
plus. Send resumes to J. Jenkins, P.O. Box 1214, Cabot, 
AR 72023 or via email to JackieJ2543@yahoo.com.

Full-time worship pastor: FBC, Wagoner, 
Okla., is currently looking for an enthusiastic individu-
al to lead our traditional and contemporary service, as 
well as worship band. Please send inquiries to mark@
fbcwagoner.com.

First Baptist Church of Sheridan is seeking a full- 
or part-time praise and worship leader. The 
worship leader is required to work with a praise band 
and choir in leading a blended music service and 
coordinating with the pastor in planning, scheduling 
and directing the music program. A music degree is 
not required, but some experience, especially choral, 
is preferred. Please send your resume to 1201 S. Rock 
St., Sheridan, AR 72150 or email Sheridan.Worship.
Leader@gmail.com.

New Hope Baptist Church West, Duncan, Okla.,  
is seeking a full-time minister of music. Send 
resumes to Minister of Music Search Committee, c/o 
New Hope Baptist Church West, P.O. Box 1164, Dun-
can, OK 73534 or email to newhopew@cableone.net. 

Grace Baptist, a growing church of 200 in at-

tendance, in Rogers, seeking a part-time music 
minister. For more information and to submit your 
resume, go to www.gbcrogers.com.

Organists needed at Calvary Baptist Church in 
Benton. Contact Jerry Williams: 501-658-5593.

First Baptist Church of Hamburg is seeking a full-
time youth minister. Send resume to First Baptist 
Church, P.O. Box 352, Hamburg, AR 71646 or email us 
at fbchbg_office@sbcglobal.net.

Congo Road Baptist Church of Benton is seeking a 
part-time youth minister. Please send resume to 
Congo Road Baptist Church, Attn: Pastor, P.O. Box 1218, 
Benton, AR 72018-1218 or email jeff@congoroadbap-
tistchurch.org.

MISCELLANEOUS 

Furnished condo for rent in Little Rock: one 
bedroom/two bath, furnished office and fold-out 
couch (sleep four max), 1,050 sqft hardwoods, full-
size w/d. Stocked kitchen and baths. Stay a month 
($1,600), a week ($700), a day ($125). Cable, internet, 
pool and patio with gas grills. In Midtown minutes 
from hospitals, shopping and University of Arkansas at 
Little Rock. Available Nov. 1, 2014. Toni at 501-765-
0158, tonipoindexter@gmail.com.

For sale: 1987 TMCI 47-passenger bus 
“coach.” $13,500. For more information, call Michael: 
870-240-6648.

Hackett FBC is interested in purchasing used com-
mercial playground equipment. Please call Joe 
at 479-597-6644.

ARVBA HONORS SIMS, EARNEST – The Arkansas River Valley Baptist Association (ARVBA) 
recently recognized two women for their faithful service in the association. Nilene Sims (left) 
was recognized for 30 years of service to the association as ARVBA clerk. She served from 1984 
to 2014. Presenting her the award is Howard Kisor, ARVBA associational missionary. Nora 
Earnest (right) was recognized for her 13 years leading the association’s Christian Women’s Job 
Corps. Pictured with her is Rick Smith, moderator for the association.

THE 2015 MOM’S Day of Prayer 
(MDOP) is set for Jan. 17. 

“MDOP is a day set aside specifically 
for moms, aunts, grandmothers, daugh-
ters ... to unite as Christians and pray for 
the children of your area, state, nation 
and the world,” said founder Kathy J. 
Coleman, member of East Side Baptist 

Church, Fort Smith. “MDOP would 
like to invite you to set aside this day in 
your area by hosting an MDOP in your 
church.”

MDOP began in Fort Smith before 
spreading worldwide. 

For more information, contact the 
MDOP office at 479-452-6215.

Mom’s Day of Prayer set for Jan.

For information on advertising in the Arkansas 
Baptist News, contact Steve McPherson, ABN ad 

director, at steve@arkansasbaptist.org
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Daniel Johnson
minister to students

First Baptist 
Dover

One of the challenges of living on 
this side of heaven is that Christians 
must live by faith. Spiritual realities 
known only through the testimony of 
Scripture will one day be as tangible 
as the physical reality seen now; how-
ever, presently, they 
are quite invisible.  
In his continuing 
encouragement to 
remain faithful to 
the gospel, the au-
thor of Hebrews 
compares Mount 
Sinai, representing 
the Old Covenant, with 
Mount Zion, representing 
the New Covenant (Heb. 
12:18-24).   

Mount Sinai was in-
timidating, as God made 
His holiness known to the 
Israelites. Similarly, the 
Law reveals to mankind 
the serious nature of their 
sin because of their com-
plete inability to live up 
to God’s standard of righ-
teousness. At Mount Sinai, men were 
separated from God. The opposite is 
true at Mount Zion. Where Mount 
Sinai is intimidating, Mount Zion is 
intimate. Here men are not separated 
from God; instead, forgiven saints are 
welcomed into the heavenly Jerusalem.  

The saints, both pre-Christ and post-
Christ, have fellowship in a new com-
munity with each other and with God. 
This fellowship with the righteous 
Judge is made possible because of the 
Mediator, Jesus, and His blood, which 

makes possible 
the forgiveness of 
sin. Before Jesus, 
fellowship with 
God was not pos-
sible for humanity. 
Sin disrupted this 
community, as 
seen in the blood 

of Abel, the very presence 
of which on the ground 
testified to sin, as opposed 
to the blood of Jesus, 
which gives the perfect tes-
timony of redemption.   

Christians accept this 
reality by faith, but one 
day it will be seen to be 
true. In the meantime, 
believers must stay faith-
ful to the gospel and enjoy 
the fellowship with each 

other made possible through the local 
church. One day that fellowship will be 
expanded to include the community of 
all believers. For now, it is constrained 
to a more limited manner as believers 
look forward to being united in God’s 
presence in the heavenly Jerusalem.  

bearing weight of guilt. Guilt visited 
them often.  

In this culture, an act against some-
one meant retaliation by the offended 
party. Though Joseph had offered for-
giveness, the brothers feared what was 

to come. Joseph 
understood God 
had placed him 
in Egypt to fulfill 
His plan. Joseph 
had focused on 
God’s will rather 
than on earthly 
understanding of 

his trials. Joseph offered 
forgiveness. The brothers 
did not accept it nor un-
derstand it.

How many times do we 
go back to the Lord ask-
ing for forgiveness for the 
same sin already forgiven? 
Is the heart of God sad-
dened by our inability to 
understand His loving, 
forgiving nature? Do we 
truly understand what 

Jesus did for us on the cross? Do we 
focus on ourselves instead of the for-
giving grace of Jesus? To rid ourselves 
of guilt, we must recognize the sin, ask 
God’s forgiveness, accept the gift of for-
giveness and let go of the sin the gripes 
us. Jesus has it covered.

Sandra Hardage
member

First Baptist
Bismarck

When a person becomes a Chris-
tian, salvation comes by grace through 
faith. His subsequent actions will show 
whether or not that faith is authen-
tic. The lives of true believers will be 
marked by acts of submissive obedi-
ence to their Lord. 
In Hebrews 13, the 
author pushes his 
readers to give ac-
tion to their faith.  

He encourages 
these first-century 
readers to be faith-
ful in several spe-
cific areas. During this 
time, believers would need 
hospitality as they trav-
eled from place to place. 
Where better to find it 
than from fellow believers? 
Christians should be will-
ing to show hospitality to 
those in need of it. These 
believers also faced perse-
cution in the form of pris-
on because of their faith. 
The author writes that 
Christians have a responsibility to care 
for their own. Caring for these fellow 
believers in prison meant publicly iden-
tifying with them, which would reveal 
the caregivers’ status as Christians and 
put them at risk of a prison sentence 
of their own. Christians should be will-
ing to meet the physical needs of other 

believers, in spite of this risk. Certainly 
the family lives of believers should be 
honorable, wives respecting their hus-
bands and husband loving their wives, 
both guarding the sacredness of the 
marriage bed. Believers should also be 

content in their cir-
cumstances, relying 
on the Lord to pro-
vide for their mate-
rial needs.  

The applica-
tion for Chris-
tians today is fairly 
straightforward. 

In today’s times of selfish-
ness, if there is a physical 
need that a believer is able 
to meet, he should meet it, 
even though the cost may 
be uncomfortable to bear. 
In today’s times of loose 
sexual morals, believers 
should resist the tempta-
tion to fall into sexual sin 
and should instead model 
obedience. In today’s 
times of greed, believers 

should use their resources to the glory 
of the Lord, being content with their 
blessings, while resisting the siren song 
of material wealth. Lastly, believers 
should put their faith into action in 
all areas of life, imitating the example 
of mature saints who have modeled a 
lifetime of obedience to the Lord.

Mental illness comes in many forms, 
including depression, obsessive-com-
pulsive disorder, schizophrenia, bipo-
lar disorder and many others. Mental 
illness is considered a medical condi-
tion that disrupts a person’s thinking, 
mood, feelings and 
ability to relate 
to others or daily 
functioning. 

It touches the 
lives of people 
of all ages, races, 
genders, religions 
and incomes. Most 
families have been affect-
ed by this illness either 
through a family member 
or through someone they 
know.

We are to treat people 
with mental illness with 
Christian love. A dear 
friend, who operated an 
adult home for mentally 
ill patients, would bring 
some of her residents to 
church. These sweet adults 
would participate in class and ask for 
prayers for their family and friends. 
They loved the Lord with all their 
hearts, having accepted Jesus as Savior. 
It was a delight to be associated with 
these of God’s children.  

Christians with mental illnesses 
have the same Holy Spirit as Chris-

tians who do not have a mental illness. 
Should the family of God treat them 
differently?

Jesus does not call us to be stand-
offish and avoid those not like us. We 
are to show Christian love to all and 

serve as Christ 
would serve. Be 
aware of those sit-
ting next to you in 
the pew at church. 
Are they hurting? 
What comfort and 
kindness can you 
show? Allow them 

into a conversation and 
give them an encourag-
ing word. Share His love 
and grace. We are to give 
comfort and encourage-
ment with our presence, 
our prayers and our acts 
of kindness. 

Remember the words 
of 2 Corinthians 1:3-4: 
“Praise be to the God and 
Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, the Father of com-

passion and the God of all comfort, 
who comforts us in all our troubles, 
so that we can comfort those in any 
trouble with the comfort we ourselves 
receive from God.”

It is through Christ we are able 
to comfort because we have been 
comforted.

Sandra Hardage
member

First Baptist
Bismarck

New kind of community
HEBREWS 12:18-24

EXPLORE THE BIBLE
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Daniel Johnson
minister to students

First Baptist 
Dover

Joseph’s brothers had been so ter-
rified they could not speak when this 
powerful Egyptian ruler revealed his 
identity. Joseph had told them numer-
ous times they did not send him to 
Egypt – God did. From the moment 
of revealing his 
identity, Joseph 
had been nothing 
but kind, forgiving 
and gracious to his 
family. Jacob had 
moved the entire 
family to Goshen 
in Egypt, and there 
Joseph had taken care of 
them. Goshen had pro-
vided the choicest of land, 
and the family’s flocks and 
herds had thrived. The 
family had multiplied in 
number rapidly over the 
last 17 years of Jacob’s life, 
but now at his death, the 
brothers feared Joseph.

When Joseph received 
the message from his 
brothers asking for forgive-
ness, he wept (Gen. 50:16-17). Joseph’s 
tender heart was broken. How many 
times had he told them God had sent 
him to Egypt? How many times had he 
lovingly taken care of them and yet they 
still felt the guilt for their actions?

Each brother must have felt the over-

Earthly mindset
GENESIS 50:15-21
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