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 ABN classifieds get results! 
Read them on Page 10.

The ABN classifieds are a great way to advertise 
for your church, ministry or business. 

You can now submit a classified ad via the ABN website at 

arkansasbaptist.org/ads
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Wendy Richter, Ouachita Baptist University 
(OBU) archivist, and Ray Granade, OBU’s director 
of library services, oversee the official archives 
for Arkansas Baptists.
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Ouachita library 
official archive
for Ark. Baptists
Caleb Yarbrough
Arkansas Baptist News

ARKADELPHIA – History is 
known through records and 
documents left by those who 
came before us. 

But to study historic materi-
als, one must possess historic 
artifacts. This is why archives 
are so important. Without ac-
tive efforts to safeguard these 
materials, many, more than 
already are, would be lost to 
time.

When it comes to Arkan-
sas Baptist history, there are 
a lot of materials that help us 
understand our history, and 
many of them can be found 
on the campus of Ouachita 
Baptist University.

Ouachita is the official re-
pository for the archives of the 
Arkansas Baptist State Con-
vention (ABSC) and its related 
entities.

The Arkansas Baptist News 

(ABN) recently transferred 
its entire collection of bound 
volumes and microfilm, dat-
ing back to 1901, to Ouachita 
where they were added to the 
school’s Arkansas Baptist col-
lections. Ouachita and the 
ABN have formed a partner-
ship that will eventually make 
digital copies of past editions 
of the Baptist newspaper acces-
sible and searchable online.

Ray Granade is Ouachita’s 
director of library services, and 
Wendy Richter is its university 
archivist. They and their staff 
play an important role in pre-
serving Arkansas history, in-
cluding Arkansas Baptist his-
tory, through the work of the 
university’s archives and spe-
cial collections department.

Protecting history
The main storage area 

for Ouachita’s archives and 
special collections is on the 
bottom floor of the Riley-
Hickingbotham Library. The 
sprawling, climate-controlled 
space is kept unlit when not in 
use in order to better preserve 
its contents. It has undergone 
multiple expansions over the 
years, with the most recent oc-

curring in January when new 
rows of shelving units were in-
stalled, expanding the depart-
ment’s capacity.

“The enemies of archival 
materials, particularly anything 
on paper, are temperature, hu-
midity, light and creatures – 
including man,” Granade said 
with a smile.

“One of the reasons that 
you are worried about heat and 
humidity is because paper is 
nothing more than wood and 
acid,” said Granade. “You’ve 
got something that by its na-
ture is going to deteriorate, 
and what you are trying to do 
is slow that down as much as 
possible.”

Beyond records and docu-
ments related to Ouachita and 
Arkansas Baptist life, Ouachi-
ta also acts as an archive of 
Clark County and holds the 
collections of former Arkan-
sas Gov. Mike Huckabee and 
other notable political figures 
from the state. The school also 
maintains one of the state’s 
largest oral history collections, 
according to Richter.

Honored for her work in 
coordinating Ouachita’s spe-
cial collections, Richter was 
awarded the Baptist History 
and Heritage Society’s 2017 
Davis C. Wooley Award for 
Outstanding Achievement in 
Assessing and Preserving Bap-
tist History in June.

Genealogical research
Genealogical research is the 

second most popular hobby in 
the United States after garden-
ing, according to a 2014 article 
in USA Today.

In regards to Arkansas Bap-
tist records and documents, 
Ouachita’s archives depart-
ment has developed many 
invaluable tools for people 
interested in researching their 
family history.

One such tool is an “every 
name index” of Arkansas 
Baptist associational minutes 
from the beginning of their ex-
istence through the year 1900. 
Another index including asso-
ciational records through 1950 
is currently in the works.

Preserving SBC history
Early attempts at preserv-

ing Arkansas Southern Baptist 
history tended to use hagiog-
raphy, a form of veneration of 
the “lives of the saints,” rather 
than seeing the story of the 
church as the story of regular 
people.

“By the 1950s historians 
were beginning to say, ‘Maybe 
we need to start thinking about 
the human scale of human his-
tory,’” said Granade. “At that 
point it became incumbent on 
Arkansas Baptists to figure out 
who was going to preserve the 
history.”

The first movement toward 
creating what would become 
the Ouachita Baptist Universi-
ty’s archives and special collec-
tions department took place 
in 1958 when Juanita Barnett, 
Granade’s predecessor, and 
L.C. Tedford, who was serving 
as chair of the ABSC Execu-
tive Committee at the time, 
formed an agreement making 
Ouachita the official reposito-
ry of the history of the ABSC 
and its related organizations.

For years following the 
agreement, Ouachita was sim-
ply a destination for Arkansas 
Baptist materials, functioning 
more as a storage unit than an 
organized archive.

When Granade became di-
rector of Ouachita’s library in 
1983, Arkansas Baptist infor-
mation was scattered through-
out the facility. Granade de-
cided to systematize the mate-
rials and in turn created what 
would become the archives 
and special collections depart-
ment.

Richter was the third person 
hired by Granade to manage 

the department and the first 
to be a professional archivist.

“Wendy is the one respon-
sible for giving it (the depart-
ment) form and making it 
what it is,” said Granade. “It’s 
really my brainchild and Wen-
dy’s creation as far as making it 
what it is today.”

Preserving for the future
“A good bit of what we try 

and do is preserve the present 
for the future so people won’t 
have to try and do what we’re 
trying to do – going back to 
the past and trying to resurrect 
it,” said Granade.

The only way that Ouachita 
can help churches or associa-
tions research their history is 
if churches and associations 
have provided the school ma-
terials to archive over the years. 
Granade said that one of the 
most disheartening things he 
has to do in his work is tell a 
church that unless they have 
had the forethought to deposit 
or donate materials to Ouachi-
ta’s archives, there is nothing 
he can do for them.

“It’s terrible for me because 
I want to help,” said Granade. 
“My view of this is that we, 
Ouachita, have always, it 
seems to me, gone to the state 
convention and churches with 
its hand out saying, ‘We need 
something from you.’

“This is one of those oc-
casions, in what I view as the 
partnership between Ouachita 
and Arkansas Baptists, that I 
have the opportunity to say, 
‘I can do this for you. I’m not 
asking you for anything. I’m 
offering you something,’” he 
said.

“Our materials are avail-

able to researchers anytime 
they want to visit the library 
in person, or they can give us a 
call or send us an email to ask 
questions. We will do our best 
to guide them to the proper re-
sources,” said Richter. 

“Now with the changes in 
technology in recent years, we 
are beginning to offer a signifi-
cant amount of materials on-
line including ABSC Annuals 
through 1900 and a substan-
tial number of minutes from 
Arkansas Baptist associations,” 
she said.

At this time Ouachita’s ar-
chives are growing and thank-
fully, according to Richter, 
have room to continue to grow 
– at least for a while.

“With the addition of the 
new shelving, we are good for a 
while,” said Richter. “But not 
for forever we hope. We want 
to have a space for all of them. 
That’s the goal. We want to 
have a backlog. Any archive 
that doesn’t have a backlog 
isn’t doing what they should 
be doing as far as collecting.”

Richter said that Ouachita 
encourages all Arkansas Bap-
tists to submit their materi-
als to its archive – whether 
through deposit or donation.

“If a person wants to share 
their materials with us or other 
researchers, it’s a very simple 
process to make that transfer,” 
said Richter. “We will take 
good care of them,” she said.

For more information on 
Ouachita’s archives and spe-
cial collections, or how to de-
posit or donate to the archive, 
contact Richter at richterw@
obu.edu or 870-245-5332.

Contact Caleb Yarbrough at 

caleb@arkansasbaptist.org.

Ouachita Baptist archivist Wendy Richter organizes some of the university’s Arkansas Baptist materials. Photo by Caleb Yarbrough
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344 DR vols serve following Harvey
Gaines: Move Memphis  
Confederate war statue 
MEMPHIS, Tenn. (BP) 
– Southern Baptist Con-
vention President Steve 
Gaines is among about a 
dozen Southern Baptist 
and 150 Memphis-area 
clergy signatories of a let-
ter requesting that a Mem-
phis statue of Confeder-
ate Gen. Nathan Bedford 
Forrest be moved from a 
public park “to a more his-
torically appropriate site.”

In all, 169 clergy mem-
bers representing 95 con-
gregations and other in-
stitutions signed a Sept. 
13 letter to the Tennessee 
Historical Commission 
in support of Memphis 
Mayor Jim Strickland’s re-
quest to move the statue.

The Historical Com-
mission could vote on 
Strickland’s request in Oc-
tober, according to media 
reports.

Gaines, pastor of Mem-
phis-area Bellevue Bap-
tist Church in Cordova, 
Tenn., said he supports re-
locating both the Forrest 
statue in Memphis Health 
Sciences Park and a statue 
of Confederate President 
Jefferson Davis in Mem-
phis Park.

Both monuments “are a 
source of offense to many 
citizens of Memphis due 
to Forrest’s and Davis’ sup-
port of the enslavement 
of African Americans,” 
Gaines said. “Fair-minded 
Americans acknowledge 
that slavery was cruel and 
unchristian. Indeed, slav-
ery stands as one of the 
darkest blights of our na-
tion’s history. Thus, these 
statues should be relocat-
ed to less prominent, more 
appropriate settings.”

Forrest, in addition to 
his service in the Con-
federate army, was a slave 
trader and an early mem-
ber of the Ku Klux Klan, 
with some historians ar-
guing he was the KKK’s 
Grand Wizard. Forrest was 
also accused of war crimes.

HOUSTON – A little more 
than a month since Hurricane 
Harvey made its devastating 
landfall in Texas, Arkansas 
Baptist disaster relief (DR) 
volunteers continue to be “the 
hands and feet of Jesus Christ” 
… “to our neighbors in Texas” 
recovering from the storm, 
said Randy Garrett, Arkansas 
Baptists’ DR director.

“We are thrilled to see God 
do what He does by bringing 
light and hope in the midst of 
adversity,” said Garrett.

In the first 26 days of Ar-
kansas Baptist DR deployment 
in Houston, 344 volunteers 
have stepped up to serve in 
mobile feeding kitchens, mo-
bile shower/laundry units, 
chainsaw units, flood recovery 
units, and incident manage-
ment units.

Garrett said volunteers have 
worked 14,508 hours, pre-
pared 113,701 meals, provided 
2,033 showers, washed 1,306 
loads of laundry, gutted and 
treated for mold remediation 
16 homes, removed tree debris 
from 56 yards, added tempo-
rary tarps to 10 roofs, made 
ministry/chaplaincy contact 
with 804 people and – best of 
all – recorded 31 salvation de-
cisions.

One of the volunteers who 
recently returned from a week-
long deployment to Houston 
is Don Settles, associational 
missionary for Current-Gaines 
Baptist Association. He helped 

lead a group of about 65 vol-
unteers from several Arkan-
sas Baptist churches; the vol-
unteers served about 24,000 
meals to hurricane evacuees 
at NRG Center in southwest 
Houston. 

About 30 of the volunteers 
were first-time DR responders, 
he said.

While there, the Arkansas 
Baptists were joined by four 
congressmen, including Paul 
Ryan, speaker of the U.S. 
House of Representatives. 
After prayer with the volun-
teers, the four government 
leaders suited up in yellow DR 
gear and helped serve meals 
alongside the Arkansas Bap-
tists. 

Settles has been involved 
with DR for about 15 years, 

and he hopes to make another 
trip to Houston if his schedule 
allows.

“It’s just another opportu-
nity to share Christ with peo-
ple,” he said. At least one indi-
vidual professed faith in Christ 
during the week he served.

Even with all that has al-
ready been accomplished 
through DR in storm-ravaged 
Houston, the work is just be-
ginning. 

“Arkansas Baptists are con-
tinuing to meet urgent re-
quests for assistance in Texas,” 
said Garrett.

Arkansas Baptists are plan-
ning to send 80 volunteers 
each week for the next several 
weeks to help staff kitchens 
distributing food, he said.

“Please continue to pray for 

Speaker of the U.S. House of Representatives Paul Ryan (center in green shirt) poses with Arkansas Baptist disaster relief workers 
in front of the First Baptist Church, Ozark, mobile shower trailer during a visit to Houston. Photo by Clif Crawford 

the dear people in Texas who 
have lost most of their mate-
rial goods, many having no in-
surance and no money to start 
over,” said Garrett.

He urged prayer also for DR 
volunteers who “will work long 
hours in the Texas heat doing 
manual labor. Please pray for 
their safety and that their lives 
will reflect Jesus as they serve.

“Together we are making a 
difference,” he said.

In addition to DR work in 
Houston, Southern Baptists 
are also responding to people 
in need following Hurricane 
Irma in Florida and the U.S. 
Virgin Islands.

Southern Baptist DR is also 
staging to serve in the after-
math of Hurricane Maria dev-
astation in Puerto Rico.

needs – encouragement and 
inspiration,” said Sykes.

Pastors’ Conference speak-
ers are Archie Mason, senior 

pastor, Cen-
tral Baptist, 
Jonesboro; 
Andy Addis, 
lead pastor, 
Crosspoint 
C h u r c h , 
Hutchinson, 
Kan.; Junior 
Hill, revival-
ist/evange-

list, Decatur, Ala.; Leighton 
Flowers, director of apologet-
ics and youth evangelism for 
Texas Baptists, Dallas; Chris 
Simmons, pastor, Corner-
stone Baptist Church, Dal-
las, and John Meador, senior 
pastor, First Baptist Church,  

Pastors’ Conference aims to encourage, inspire
RUSSELLVILLE – Encourage 
to Engage is the theme of the 
2017 Arkansas Baptist State 
Convention (ABSC) Pastors’ 
Conference to be 
held beginning at 
10 a.m., Monday, 
Nov. 6, at First Bap-
tist Church, Rus-
sellville.

The Pastors’ 
Conference theme 
follows the same 
theme as the ABSC 
Annual Meeting to 
be held Nov. 7-8.

“We consider it a great 
privilege and are very excited 
to be hosting this year’s Pas-
tors’ Conference in Russell-
ville. With the ABSC staff’s 
assistance, we’ve assembled a 
tremendous cross section of 
preachers and speakers,” said 
Greg Sykes, pastor, First Bap-

tist Church, Russellville, and 
president of the Pastors’ Con-
ference.

“It has been my prayer that 

this conference will both en-
courage and inspire Arkansas’ 
ministry leaders to do more 
for God’s kingdom but also 
remind us of His love and af-
fection as His children.  

“I know how lonely it can 
feel serving the Lord as a min-
ister of the gospel, and we sure 
hope this event reminds ev-

eryone in Arkansas that they 
are not alone. We’re all on the 
same team, in the same family 
and hopefully heading in the 

same direction for Him.  
“We never want to settle for 

status quo or rest on our lau-
rels. We’re in a battle, and it’s 
important to have times like 
this to rekindle the spark and 
to re-arm for the fight.  Again, 
it’s my prayer that our multi-
generational panel of speakers 
helps us meet both of these 

Mason Addis Hill Flowers Simmons Meador

See PASTORS page 7
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Editorial&Opinion
“Always be prepared to give an answer 
to everyone who asks you to give the 

reason for the hope that you have...”
 1 Peter 3:15 (NIV)
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Why don’t we kneel for the unborn?
A t a time when million-

aire NFL players kneel 
during the playing of the na-
tional anthem before games, 
where are the millions kneel-
ing in prayer to protest the 
legal slaughter 
of millions 
upon millions 
of unborn 
babies never 
given a chance 
to live in our society?

Racial injustice is a true 
and sad mark on the history 
of our nation, and it contin-
ues today. However, the way I 
see it, there is a big difference 
between an individual who 
has the ability to defend him-
self or herself and advocate 
for personal rights against 
suffering injustice, and an 
unborn child not given the 
chance to live at all.

We live in a country that 

faces a multitude of challeng-
es, including racism and other 
social injustices, poverty, debt, 
pornography and assault on 
the traditional family; how-
ever, it is my belief that God 

will hold us ac-
countable for 
the nearly 60 
million state-
supported 
abortions of 

innocent babies since the pas-
sage of Roe v. Wade in 1973.

Recently, my wife and I 
joined about a dozen pro-life 
advocates gathered for the Na-
tional Day of Remembrance 
for Aborted Children held 
Sept. 9 at the offices of Ar-
kansas Right to Life in Little 
Rock.

As I stood during prayer 
and the reading of Scripture, I 
couldn’t help but think of the 
small number of people pres-

Pressing On
Tim Yarbrough
Phil. 3:14

Cartoon by Gary ThomasLetter to the Editor

Church T-shirts 

It has been very popu-
lar for many years now for 
churches to make T-shirts for 
nearly every activity they do. 
On them, the church name is 
usually printed. Have you ever 
given thought to what happens 
to those T-shirts when people 
clean out their closets? Many 
of them end up in yard sales 
and other places of resale. So, 
a person not affiliated with the 
particular church may buy that 
T-shirt. From that point, when 
the person wears that shirt, 
that individual is representing 
the church. 

A person at my husband’s 
work was wearing a particular 
church’s shirt, and he asked 
her about the church. She 
didn’t even know that church 

existed. But, while wearing 
that shirt, she represented that 
church. 

Churches might think 
about not putting their names 
on the shirt but rather just 
have a particular color and 
Bible verse. They might think 
about having members return 
shirts to the church if they are 
still wearable and make them 
available to others. Or, mem-
bers might turn them into rags. 
We know we are not perfect 
and make mistakes, but when 
a person is advertising by wear-
ing a T-shirt with a name on 
it, particularly a church name, 
it can reflect on the church as 
well as the person.

Just my thoughts.

Joan Brown
Knoxville

ent to support the unborn in 
the midst of a city and sur-
rounding metro area of more 
than a million people.

During a time of reflection, 
Donna Clifton, who had an 
abortion 35 years ago, told 
those gathered at a service, 
“God brought me out of a 
deep, huge, dark tunnel.” 

The deep emotion found in 
Clifton’s words was evident to 
all who heard her speak.

“For 24 years I had no 
voice. I basically lost my voice 
the day I had the abortion. 
I was so down,” Clifton told 
me before the ceremony. 
“Twenty-four years later I 
went through a post-abortive 
Bible study, and God com-
pletely healed and trans-
formed me.”

Today, Clifton speaks in 
churches and among pro-life 
groups to educate the public 
about the horrors and emo-

tional impact of abortion. 
She has spoken before the 
Arkansas Legislature, on local 
TV programs 
and to youth at 
camps. She is a 
volunteer at a 
crisis pregnancy 
center, where 
she enthusiasti-
cally told me she 
was able to help 
save a child the 
week prior.

In addition to 
regularly praying 
for an end to 
abortion, Arkan-
sas Baptists can 
serve the pro-life 
movement by 
volunteering at 
numerous crisis pregnancy 
centers across the state and 
by continuing to support and 
fund local church ministries 
and state ministries such as 

the Dixie Jackson State Mis-
sion Offering.

The Sept. 9 ceremony 
poignantly 
ended with the 
song, “Choose 
Life,” by James 
Marchionda, 
which includes 
the following 
lyrics:

“I have set 
before you life 
and death, 
the blessing 
and the curse. 
Choose life, 
choose life, 
that you may 
live. By loving 
your Lord, by 
heeding God’s 

voice. Choose life; choose life; 
choose life.”

Tim Yarbrough is editor/

executive director of the Arkansas 

Baptist News.

October is Pastor Appreciation Month

Abortion remembrance marker at 
the offices of Arkansas Right to Life 
in Little Rock.
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T his past month has been an incredible time to be an 
Arkansas Baptist. Thank you for the extra emphasis 

you gave to Arkansas missions during the Dixie Jackson 
Week of Prayer. Hundreds of churches all over the state 
prayed, showed video testimonies, heard powerful sermons 
and gave sacrificially to our annual state missions offering. 

All of us have been moved by the effects of the two 
hurricanes that devastated several states. 
Because of our location, Arkansas Bap-
tist disaster relief (DR) was immediately 
called on to provide assistance in Texas. 
In only three weeks, 763 new volunteers 
were trained in providing feeding ministry. 
We have already deployed more than 300 
relief workers and will have an ongoing need for 80 volun-
teers each week to work at five different feeding sites. 

Arkansas Baptist DR has been assigned Pasadena, Texas, 
as an incident command center and is coordinating all 
relief ministry to the 5,200 homes that have been affected. 
Our chainsaw teams are also working out of Victoria, 
Texas. We are receiving many amazing stories from those 
who are serving and being served. In the near future, we 
will be able to provide connections to local Texas churches 
for other types of clean-up and ministry. We also continue 

to receive financial contributions for Arkansas Baptist DR 
through our website absc.org/dr.  

I have another real burden on my heart. Twenty-five 
years ago, a research study indicated that about one in 
three pastors was under 40 years old. Today, the number of 
pastors under 40 is closer to one in six! The studies remind 
us about our responsibility to invest in the next generation. 

Many churches around the state are sens-
ing a need to be more intentional about 
“calling out the called” and helping them 
discern how to respond to God’s direction 
for their lives. 

One way to do this has been through a 
ministry called Explore Your Call. 

To date, four Explore Your Call  gatherings have been 
held for the purpose of identifying and resourcing students 
who have indicated a call to ministry and connecting them 
with Christian leaders who will be available to help give 
them guidance. You can visit a new website, exploreyour-
call.com, for resources and more information. Please join 
us in prayer for God to direct the next steps for this vital 
ministry.

J.D. “Sonny” Tucker is executive director at the Arkansas Bap-

tist State Convention (ABSC).

T he next generation desper-
ately needs to hear the gos-

pel. A passage that compels me 
to be active in sharing is Psalm 
71:17-18 (NIV), “Since my youth, 
God, you have taught me, and to 
this day I declare your marvelous 
deeds. Even when I am old and 
gray, do not forsake me, my God, 
till I declare your power to the 
next generation, your mighty acts 
to all who are to come.”  

Across Arkansas I hear the 
struggle of older adults whose 
children have abandoned the 
Church or rejected the Christian 
faith. There is pain in their sto-
ries and sorrow in their eyes.

If this is your story, share 
it with trusted friends in your 
church so they can pray with you. 
You may find that others have ex-
perienced similar struggles.

Many senior adults have shared 
some of their approaches to faith 
interactions with the next genera-
tion. Start by praying consistently 
for them, and tell them you are 
praying. Ask for specific prayer 
requests and listen to their stories 
and struggles. Text or write your 
prayers and mail them a personal 
note.

Share your favorite verse. Share 
that verse with your children and 
grandchildren via text, email, 
handwritten note, FaceTime, 
voicemail or in person.

Proclaim your salvation story.  
I’m amazed at how infrequently 
we share our stories, especially 
with those closest to us. Write out 
your personal testimony in your 
own handwriting and share with 
the next generation; it will be a 
treasure to them. Share regularly 
so that there is no doubt about 
your eternal destiny.

Share how God reveals things 
to you in His Word daily. One 
grandmother calls her grand-
daughter and leaves a voicemail 
every day with a Scripture and a 
brief prayer. Another grandfather 
texts a part of his Bible reading to 
his grandchildren each day.

Will the next generation 
respond to the gospel? It all de-
pends on if they hear the gospel 
from a caring family member who 
intentionally and consistently lis-
tens, prays and shares with them.

Ben Phillips is a member of the 

ABSC evangelism and church health 

team.

I love this time of the year on the Grand Prairie, though 
my sinuses do not. With harvest in full swing, our farm-

ers are beginning to see the visible results of months of 
preparation before seed was ever planted in the ground. 
Preparation is vital to a successful harvest. Once this year’s 
crop has been harvested, area farmers will begin the pro-
cess of preparing the ground for next year’s crop along 
with servicing all of their implements used in the farming 
operation.

Hunters also know the importance of preparation. 
Across our state food plots have been planted; shooting 
lanes cleared; and feeders, put in place – all in preparation 
for filling the freezer with meat and plac-
ing that trophy mount on the wall. Boxes 
of skeet have been shot, and blinds are 
being brushed in preparation for the an-
nual migration of our feathered friends 
from the north.  

Preparation is equally important in 
ministry. Church leaders know that preparation is most 
often the difference between good and great, whether we 
are talking about the sermon, teaching/leading a Sunday 
school class or small group gathering, the worship experi-
ence, mission trip or ministry event.  

Your Arkansas Baptist State Convention (ABSC) ex-
ecutive team, led by J.D. “Sonny” Tucker, understands 
the importance of preparation as it relates to the annual 
gathering of pastors and messengers for the ABSC Pastors’ 
Conference and annual meeting. Just as the gavel closed 
the 2016 annual meeting, Jimmie Sheffield was encourag-
ing the officers and convention staff to begin thinking 
about our 2017 gathering. Early this year, officers of both 
the ABSC and Pastors’ Conference met together with 
the executive team to begin formulating the theme of our 
gathering and compiling a list of prospective speakers who 
would encourage Arkansas Baptists to engage our com-
munities, the state and the world with the gospel. Let me 
just say, as I look at the program, you need to make plans 
to join us Nov. 6-8 at First Baptist Church, Russellville, for 
the 2017 Pastors’ Conference and annual meeting!

Greg Sykes, president of the Pastors’ Conference, along 
with his team of officers, have put together a major league 
line-up. I’ve got a feeling it’s going to be like trying to get a 
drink of water from a fire hydrant! Come thirsty and leave 
filled. I know Sykes and First Baptist Church, Russellville, 
are excited about hosting the Pastors’ Conference and an-
nual meeting, and we are equally excited about enjoying 
their hospitality in their new facility.

Your ABSC officers are excited this year to introduce a 
new face to Arkansas Baptists. Chris Simmons, pastor of 
Cornerstone Baptist Church in the inner-city community 
of South Dallas/Fair Park in Dallas will be speaking at 

both the Pastors’ Conference and the an-
nual meeting. Since 1989, Simmons has led 
Cornerstone to engage its community at an 
area of “felt need” in order to share with 
them their “real need” – a relationship with 
Jesus Christ. The story of Cornerstone Bap-
tist is one of community development and 

revitalization; it’s a topic of great interest to many in our 
state, especially those serving in the Delta.

A familiar face will also join us for the annual meet-
ing. John Meador, pastor of First Baptist Church, Euless, 
Texas, has become a great friend to Arkansas Baptists. 
With his emphasis on reaching out into the community 
and into the world with the gospel, he will bring much 
needed encouragement to pastors and church leaders who 
desire to engage their communities with the gospel. The 
Convention sermon will be preached by Pastor Craig “The 
Deer Slayer” Collier. That’s a title I’ve given to Collier 
who, two seasons ago, drove back into camp with not one, 
not two, but three deer strapped to his four-wheeler. He 
serves Mt. Pisgah Baptist Church, the oldest and largest 
African-American church in Jacksonville.  

Add in the always-encouraging reports from our ABSC 
institutions, agencies and teams and you will have an an-
nual meeting sure to Encourage to Engage! See you in Rus-
sellville Nov. 6-8!

Sam Roberts is senior pastor of First Baptist Church in Stutt-

gart and president of the Arkansas Baptist State Convention.

Family Matters
Ben Phillips

The next generation Meeting needs and preparing for the future

It’s time to Encourage to Engage

President’s 
Perspective
Sam Roberts

Executive 
Directions
Sonny Tucker

Read more viewpoints online at arkansasbaptist.org/columns
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Horse herd at the Ranch
O n July 2, 2008, I was 

thrown by a horse and 
ended up at the doctor’s of-
fice with five broken ribs. 
During my rib examination, 
the doctor grabbed my right 
arm and asked, “How long 
has this been there?” as she 
pointed to a dark spot on my 
right forearm. 

“Awhile,” I 
replied. I then 
was given an 
appointment 
for a dermatolo-
gist and sternly warned not to 
miss the evaluation.

A couple of weeks later, at 
my dermatologist’s examina-
tion, the doctor said he was 
99.9 percent sure the spot was 
a melanoma. He biopsied the 
spot and warned me of future 
procedures. I left his office in 
shock. Reality began setting 
in. 

The next couple of weeks 
were agonizing as many 
thoughts crept into my mind. 
Do I have cancer? Was cancer 

in my lymph system? Will I 
need chemotherapy? How can 
I do my job? 

The test results confirmed 
that I indeed had a mela-
noma, but cancer had not 
invaded the rest of my body. 
It had been caught in time. 

As I thanked the Lord for 
this good 
news, I was 
reminded 
of the story 
of Balaam’s 
donkey 

found in Numbers 22. Like 
Balaam’s donkey, my horse 
had moved me off the path 
that may have led to my de-
struction.  

At the Boys Ranch, we re-
ceive young men in our care 
every year who are walking 
a dangerous path, and then 
circumstances occur that 
bring them to our place. Most 
of the time, the young men 
show up anxious, afraid or 
even angry. Yet, the very thing 
that landed them in our care 

may become the catalyst that 
places their lives on different 
trajectories.

When a young man comes 
to the Boys Ranch, we have 
a special group waiting on 
him. Group members are 
non-judgmental, kind, gentle, 
approachable and loyal – our 
horse herd. For our boys who 
have trouble forming lasting 
and healthy relationships 
with people, our horses and 
animals sometimes become a 
healthy surrogate, until some 
healing on their journey takes 
place.  

Maybe then our staff can 
help the boys see that God is 
with them on this path that 
brought them to the Ranch. 
We can help them see that 
God is always full of mercy, 
willing to give us another 
chance.

Please continue to pray for 
the Boys Ranch staff as we 
minister to our children.

Russ Draper is director of the 

Arkansas Baptist Boys Ranch.

Refresh their  
hearts in Christ

Hough

By Casey Hough 
 

AS THE APOSTLE Paul 
neared the end of his min-
istry, he faced great discour-
agement. According to 2 
Timothy 4:9-18, Paul longed 
for Timothy, his “true child 
in the faith” (2 Tim. 1:2, 
NASB), to come to him 
soon because the 
majority of his other 
companions had ei-
ther abandoned him 
(like Demas) or left 
for other ministry 
assignments. At this 
point, Luke the phy-
sician was the only 
person left, and Paul 
needed encourage-
ment. While Paul’s discour-
agement did not reflect the 
Lord’s absence in his life and 
ministry (2 Tim. 4:17), it was 
still very real. In 2 Corinthi-
ans 11:28 (ESV), Paul spoke 
candidly of the “daily pres-
sure on me of my anxiety for 
all the churches,” which was 
in addition to the constant 
trials and threats on his life. 
The man who encountered 
the risen Christ on the road 
to Damascus dealt with the 
grief, frustration, heartbreak 
and anxiety that all true min-
isters face. No minister, not 
even Paul, is exempt from 
discouragement. 

Obviously, discourage-
ment in ministry is nothing 
new. All faithful servants 
encounter daily difficul-
ties and trials, which many 
in the congregation do not 
understand or simply do not 
perceive to be real. The oc-
casional office drop-in criti-
cism, lack of participation or 
general pettiness of a church 
member can quickly leave 
the strongest of ministers 
feeling isolated and unap-
preciated by the congrega-

tion. Confusion and uncer-
tainty about their calling as 
ministers can begin to slowly 
creep into their minds, caus-
ing them to feel more like 
employees with dozens of 
bosses rather than ordained 
servants of the risen Christ. 
When ministers feel this 
way, their churches suffer 

as well. According 
to Hebrews 13:17 
(ESV), ministers who 
are able to lead “with 
joy and not with 
groaning” because 
their congregations 
“obey … and submit” 
to their leadership 
are blessings to the 
church and pleasing 

to the Lord. 
During Pastor/Staff Ap-

preciation Month, my prayer 
is that Arkansas Baptist 
churches will make October 
a month to remember for 
their ministers. Happy, ap-
preciated ministers are bless-
ings to a church. By resolving 
to be intentional in your ap-
preciation, you are not only 
demonstrating the love of 
Christ to your ministers but 
also promoting the health of 
the church of Jesus Christ 
(Heb. 13:17). It is simply an 
intentional time set aside by 
Christians all over the Unit-
ed States to come alongside 
their ministers, encourage 
them and let them know 
that they are loved, wanted 
and appreciated. If the Apos-
tle Paul needed the encour-
agement of Timothy, then 
your ministers need encour-
agement as well. Don’t miss 
this opportunity to refresh 
their hearts in Christ by sac-
rificially demonstrating your 
appreciation for your church 
staff.

Casey Hough is pastor of 

First Baptist Church, Camden.

EDITORIAL & ABSC AGENCIES

ABCHomes
Russ Draper 

Spread the word about
Christian higher education

W e always consider it a 
blessing when enroll-

ment is up, as it was this fall 
at Williams Baptist College 
(WBC). Now more than ever, 
it is a major accomplishment 
for any college or university 
to grow. The fact is, these are 
changing and 
challenging 
times in higher 
education.

First of all, 
the good news. 
WBC was pleased to an-
nounce a seven percent gain 
in its overall enrollment this 
fall, led by a 25.7 percent 
jump in the number of fresh-
men on campus this year.  
That is great news, and we’ve 
been sharing it everywhere!

But it was a hard-fought 
gain. Over the past year, Wil-
liams has aggressively imple-
mented new programs in 
athletics and academics with 
the goal of bringing these new 
students to the college.  We 
have launched our first mas-
ter’s degree, made plans for 
an online degree in criminal 
justice and added eight sports 
programs.

Obviously, it worked, and 
we are thankful. But we also 
know that we will have to do 
more of the same next year – 
and each year for the foresee-
able future. That is now the 
nature of higher education.

There are several reasons 
for these chal-
lenges, most 
of them fi-
nancial. State 
and federal 
scholarship 

assistance has declined while 
college costs have gone up, 
making it harder for students 
to attend college than it used 
to be. And, in spite of repeat-
ed studies showing a dramatic 
advantage in earning poten-
tial for college graduates, 
some have grown reluctant to 
make this crucial investment.

Those and other factors 
make it very challenging for 
colleges and universities to 
build, or even maintain, 
their enrollment. Yet, even 
as schools find it more chal-
lenging to recruit students, 
the need for Christian higher 
education is as great as it’s 
ever been.

So, here is where you can 
help. Students and their fami-
lies need to know just how 
life-changing Christian higher 
education can be. They need 
to be aware that their choice 
of a college will impact the 
rest of their lives. More to 
the point, they need to hear 
about it in their churches and 
youth groups.

The college years are incred-
ibly formative. In college, 
students set the course for 
their adult lives, not just aca-
demically but spiritually and 
morally as well. They need a 
caring, Christ-centered envi-
ronment, in the classroom 
and around campus, to guide 
them in the right direction.  

Arkansas Baptists are 
blessed with two outstanding 
universities, Williams and 
Ouachita Baptist University, 
to prepare tomorrow’s lead-
ers. In these challenging times 
for higher education, we hope 
you will help us in guiding 
students to that life-changing 
experience.

Brett Cooper is vice president 

of institutional advancement at 

Williams Baptist College.

Williams 
Baptist College
Brett Cooper

Honor your pastor with an ABN ad
WHILE some churches may 
give their pastor time off 
or a special gift, have you 
thought about honoring 
your pastor with a special 
display advertisement in the  
Arkansas Baptist News (ABN)? 

The ABN is offering special 
pricing for churches wishing to 

place an ad honoring their pas-
tor or staff member during Pas-
tor Appreciation Month (for 
an example visit arkansasbap-
tist.org/pastor-appreciation).

Contact the ABN at ads@
arkansasbaptist.org or call 800-
838-2272, ext. 5161, for special 
discounted rates.
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Williams Baptist College to become university
WALNUT RIDGE – There is 
a new “U” coming to Arkan-
sas. Williams Baptist College 
(WBC) in Walnut Ridge an-
nounced Sept. 20 that starting 
next fall it would be known as 
Williams Baptist University. 

“This is a monumental day 
in the history of this institu-

tion, reflecting a major step 
forward. Williams has provid-
ed an outstanding Christian 
higher education for the past 
76 years, and being known as 
Williams Baptist University 
will help us to advance our 
programs even further,” said 
WBC President Tom Jones. 

Jones made the announce-
ment in WBC’s Manley Cha-
pel to students, faculty and 
staff. Standing alongside him 
were elected officials, denomi-
national leaders and Williams 
trustees, as well as WBC cheer-
leaders. 

“The name Williams Bap-

tist University captures the aca-
demic excellence and diversity 
that have long been a part of 
Williams,” Jones said. 

Williams has three aca-
demic divisions, more than 
25 bachelor’s degree majors, 
and launched its first gradu-
ate degree, the Master of Arts 
in Teaching, last spring. All of 
those attributes fit the gener-
ally held definition of a univer-
sity, he said. 

In addition, the president 
said being known as a uni-
versity will help Williams to 
move beyond some stubborn 
misconceptions it has faced. 

“Although we became a 
four-year institution in 1984, 
there is a lingering perception 
of Williams as a junior college. 
And while we are very proud 
of our truly outstanding Chris-
tian ministries program, many 
fail to perceive that 94 percent 
of our students are majoring in 
other areas and preparing for 
careers in medicine, business, 
education and other fields,” 
Jones said. 

The change to Williams 
Baptist University has been 
actively considered for more 
than two years, according to 
Jones. The move was formal-
ly approved on Sept. 15 by 
WBC’s Board of Trustees. 

“The board was excited 
to see Williams making such 
progress and honored to be 

a part of this momentous oc-
casion. We believe the name 
Williams Baptist University 
truly captures the great work 
done by this institution,” said 
J.R. Cox of Walnut Ridge, 
board chairman. 

Jones noted there are no 
regulatory or accreditation cri-
teria for a college to meet in 
order to change its name to 
university. 

On the timetable for the 
transition, Jones said, “For the 
remainder of this school year, 
we will be known as Williams 
Baptist College. Over the next 
several months, you will see 
a gradual transition to WBU 
with the change complete on 
July 1, 2018. 

“In August, we will cele-
brate the final conversion dur-
ing a special ceremony at our 
fall convocation.” 

Williams was founded in 
1941 as Southern Baptist Col-
lege. It operated as a junior 
college in its early years, but 
it moved to four-year status 
in 1984. The college is owned 
and operated by the Arkansas 
Baptist State Convention.

The name was changed to 
Williams Baptist College, in 
honor of founder H.E. Wil-
liams, on the college’s 50th an-
niversary in 1991. The move to 
Williams Baptist University,  is 
only the second name change 
in the school’s 76-year history.

Euless, Texas.
Additionally, a Send 

City panel discussion 
will feature four Send 
City missionaries: 
George Ross, New Or-
leans; Wayne Parker, 
Detroit; Dean Fulks, 
Columbus, Ohio; and 
Matt Marrs, Kansas 
City, Kan.

Worship will be led 
by Robert Ramsey, 
worship pastor, First Baptist 

Church, Russellville.
In addition to Sykes, the 

leadership team responsible 
for planning the 2017 Pas-
tors’ Conference program in-
cludes Wyman Richardson, 

pastor, Central Bap-
tist Church, North 
Little Rock, and vice 
president of the Pas-
tors’ Conference; and 
James Guthrie, pastor, 
First Baptist Church, 
Sparkman, and secre-
tary/treasurer of the 
Pastors’ Conference.

For more informa-
tion contact Sykes at 

greg@fbcruss.org.

Sykes

continued from page 3
PASTORS
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NEW SPRINGDALE FAMILY CARE HOME – A dedication ceremony for the new Arkansas Baptist Children’s Homes and 
Family Ministries (ABCHomes) Springdale Family Care Home was held Sept. 26. The 7,000-square-foot home will house up to 
seven mothers and their children and will include live-in case managers. Among those at the ceremony were Arkansas Lt. Gov. 
Tim Griffin, Springdale Mayor Doug Sprouse and Arkansas Rep. Robin Lundstrum. Lundstrum’s mother, Margie Hall, donated 
funds to build the new home. 

Perry

ABCHomes’ Perry to retire from agency 

Sam Moore Evangelistic Ministries
479-381-1170, 

sam@evangelistsammoore.com

Sam Moore is a vocational evangelist 
and a native of Arkansas. He has the 
gift of an evangelist and the heart of 
a pastor. He is available for Revivals, 
Crusades, Harvest Days and Witness 
Training. Now scheduling for 2017.

www.evangelistsammoore.comSPRINGDALE – David Perry, 
62, executive director of the 
Arkansas Baptist Children’s 
Homes and Family Minis-
tries (ABCHomes), 
announced Tuesday, 
Sept. 26, his plans to 
retire after more than 
38 years with the agen-
cy. The announce-
ment came during 
a Board of Trustees 
meeting in Springdale.

Perry said he will re-
tire in December 2018 
or early 2019.

 “I have committed the 
greater part of my life to min-

istry through Arkansas Bap-
tist Children’s Homes and 
Family Ministries,” shared an 
emotional Perry. “I cannot ex-

press my appreciation 
enough for the godly 
men and women of 
this agency, the church-
es and donors whose 
support has under-
girded this ministry, 
and our great partners 
in the Arkansas Bap-
tist State Convention. 
However, it is the chil-

dren and families that we have 
served that hold the deepest 
roots of my heart.”

Perry came to the agency 
straight out of graduate school 
in 1979 to serve as a casework-
er in the Jonesboro Area Of-
fice. 

In 1995, during his fifth 
ministry position with AB-
CHomes, Perry was named 
executive director.

Board of Trustees President 
Phillip Smith praised Perry 
for his longtime service and 
noted, “There is no other Ar-
kansas Baptist leader that is 
more loved and respected than 
David Perry. Thank you, David 
for your ministry to Arkansas 
Baptist Children’s Homes.”

Businessperson of Year deadline Nov. 1
NOV. 1 is the deadline to sub-
mit your candidate for Arkan-
sas Baptist Businessperson of 
the Year.

ABN readers are invited to 
nominate a businessman or 
businesswoman from their 

church for consideration.
Candidates should be a resi-

dent of Arkansas and a mem-
ber of an Arkansas Southern 
Baptist church. Visit arkansas-
baptist.org/businessperson for 
more information.
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2017 ABSC
Pastors’ Conference

Monday, Nov. 6
at First Baptist 
Church, 
Russellville
Morning Session - 10 a.m.

Archie Mason, senior pastor, Central 

Baptist Church, Jonesboro, AR

Andy Addis, lead pastor, Crosspoint 

Church, Hutchinson, KS

Afternoon Session - 1:30 p.m.

Junior Hill, revivalist/evangelist,  

Decatur, AL

Election of Officers

SEND City Panel

Leighton Flowers, director of  

apologetics and youth evangelism  

for Texas Baptists, Dallas, TX

Evening Session - 6:30 p.m.

Chris Simmons, pastor, Cornerstone 

Baptist Church, Dallas, TX

John Meador, senior pastor, First 

Baptist Church, Euless, TX

Worship led by Robert Ramsey,  

worship pastor, FBC, Russellville, AR

For more information contact Greg Sykes, 
2017 Pastors’ Conference president, 

at greg@fbcruss.org.

Mason Addis

Hill Flowers

Simmons Meador

Sykes

Encourage to Engage
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Ouachita announces $1 million gift, renovation
ARKADELPHIA – A $1 mil-
lion gift to the President’s 
Innovation Fund from a first-
time Ouachita donor was 
announced Sept. 21 at the 

Ouachita Baptist University 
Board of Trustees meeting.

In announcing the gift, Ben 
Sells, Ouachita president, re-
marked the new donor is in-

terested in providing resources 
to help fund the university’s 
strategic growth plans. 

“I believe Ouachita is ris-
ing, going from strength to 

strength, building on our won-
derful heritage and history,” 
said Sells.

Citing Ouachita’s 17.9 per-
cent growth in first-time fresh-
man enrollment for the fall se-
mester and an endowment in-
crease of more than $7 million 
to a total of $108 million, Sells 
told trustees, “We are stronger 
because of enrollment growth 
and endowment growth.”

Affirming efforts to “grow 
undergraduate enrollment to 
capacity” over the next five 
years, Sells added, “If we can 
grow to 1,750 students com-
pared to 1,500 and can do that 
for 10 years in a row, over those 
10 years we would graduate at 
least 1,000 more students than 
we otherwise would.”

In other action, trustees:

– Received a report that 
fundraising is complete for the 
$2 million renovation of Berry 
Bible Building and addition of 
the Horne Center for Biblical 
Preaching and authorized be-
ginning the construction proj-
ect in January 2018.

– Reviewed and approved 
the university’s annual exter-
nal financial audit report that 
cited a “clean” audit reflecting 
increased financial strength 
for Ouachita.

– Approved a 3.5 percent 
increase for tuition, room and 
board for 2018-19. Ouachita 
ranks 14th among 18 peer in-
stitutions in average net cost 
and recently was ranked in 
the top 5 percent nationally as 
“Best for the Money” by USA 

Today and collegefactual.com.
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C l a s s i f i e d s
Calvary Baptist Church of Hope, AR, is seek-

ing a full-time pastor. Email resumes, refer-
ences and sermon links to dale.hopeark@gmail.
com.

Falling Springs Community Church (est. 
1898), a rural, non-denominational, traditional 
worship church in NW AR, is accepting appli-
cations for a bi-vocational pastor with a 
passion for church growth. Email resume with 
references to: fscc1898@yahoo.com, or mail 
to: Pastoral Search Committee, Falling Springs 
Community Church, PO Box 325, Decatur, AR 
72722.

Kensett First Baptist Church, Kensett, AR, is 
prayerfully seeking a full-time pastor. Dead-
line to submit resumes is October 16, 2017. 
Please send resumes, references, and sermon 
DVDs to: Kensett First Baptist Church, ATTN: Pas-
tor Search Committee, PO Box 692, Kensett, AR 
72082. 

Floral Baptist Church of Floral, Arkansas, is 
seeking a full-time pastor. Send resumes 
and references to Floral Baptist Church, P.O. Box 
96, Floral, AR 72534.

Brookwood Baptist Church in Shreveport, 
LA, is seeking a senior pastor. For more in-
formation go to www.brookwoodpastor.com.

Calvary Baptist Church, Little Rock, is 
prayerfully seeking a full-time senior  
pastor. Send resumes to pastorsearch 
@cbclr.org.

OTHER STAFF POSITIONS

PASTOR Baptist has experienced consistent growth in 
this area and with our upcoming relocation and 
new education/ children’s facility we are poised 
for even more kingdom growth. For information 
and to send your resume please visit firstjoplin.
org/jobs.

First Baptist Church of El Dorado, AR is seek-
ing to hire an associate pastor of worship. 
This full-time position is responsible for devel-
oping and leading a church-wide worship min-
istry, which promotes the development of fully 
devoted followers of Jesus. Interested candidates 
can submit a resume with cover letter by mail 
(200 W. Main El Dorado, AR) or email (jonathan.
kelley@fbceldorado.org).

Third Street Baptist Church, Arkadelphia, AR, 
is currently seeking a full-time minister of 
youth and family. Please email resumes to 
jacobcengel@gmail.com.

Cocklebur Baptist, Ward, AR is prayerfully 
seeking part-time youth leader. Accept-
ing resumes through Nov. 30, 2017. Email re-
sumes to cbc4138@gmail.com or mail to Attn: 
Youth Search Committee, 4138 Cocklebur Road,  
Ward, Arkansas 72176.

East End Baptist Church is seeking a bi-vo-
cational worship leader. Responsibilities 
will include Sunday morning and evening ser-
vices and leading the choir. Contact the church 
at 4701 East End Road, Hensley, AR 72065 or by 
emailing pastor@eebcar.com.

Looking for a part-time student min-
ister for Wheatley Baptist Church in Wheatley, 

AR. Contact Ben Coulter 870-918-4166 or  
bencoultermusic@me.com.

Millcreek Baptist Church, Hot Springs, AR, 
seeking bi-vocational youth pastor to 
coordinate all aspects of the 7-12th grade youth 
group. Contact Vicki Caldwell: vcaldwell01@ya-
hoo.com or 501-840-3396.

Full-time youth/family minister, 
New Chapel Hill Baptist Church, West Monroe, 
LA. Send resumes to melinda@nchbc.net by 
Oct. 31.

Full-time minister to youth and 
families, Graves Memorial Baptist Church, 
North Little Rock, AR. The church is prayerfully 
seeking to hire a godly man to lead the youth 
ministry and assist our families in parenting 
and discipling kids of all ages. Email resumes to 
nick@gmbclife.com.

First Baptist Church in Forrest City, AR, is 
seeking a full-time minister of music. 
Submit resume to: dianne@fbcfc.org Attn: Mu-
sic Search Committee or by mail to 507 North 
Rosser St, Forrest City, AR 72335.

The No. Arkansas Baptist Association is seek-
ing to fill position of associational mission-
ary. Please submit resume to searchcommit-
tee@nabaptist.org and send hard copy to NABA, 
Attn: Search Team, 319 N. Chestnut St, Harrison, 
AR 72601, by Oct. 15, 2017. AM description is 
on website at: nabaptist.org.

Seeking full-time pastor to children 
and families: East Side of Paragould is 
seeking God’s man to lead a thriving children’s 

ministry and to assist our families in parenting 
and disciple making. We are a loving and serv-
ing church in a growing community with quality 
schools. Send resume to Phillip Miller: pmiller@
connect2eastside.com.

Rye Hill Baptist Church in Fort Smith is ac-
cepting resumes for a part-time youth min-
ister. Please send resumes by email to carla@
ryehill.org. Deadline for submitting resumes is 
Oct. 22.

Levy Church, NLR, seeks full-time wor-
ship/executive pastor. Send resumes to: 
steventiner@levybaptist.com.

Church Furniture For Sale, Blonde in 
color. 14-12 foot pew w/red cushions, 2-8 
foot prayer benches, 1-pulpit, 1-communion 
table, 1-attendance/offering board, 1-new 
silver communion set, songbooks. Sell as a 
group for $2750.00. Contact 870-830-0318.

Vacation. Steps of Paul & John Tours/
Cruises. 8-23 Days, excellent Biblical guides. 
www.pilgrimtours.com  800.322.0788.

Italy from a Protestant/Evangeli-
cal perspective. 9 days or combine with 
Steps of Paul Tour & Cruise. www.pilgrim-
tours.com. 800-322-0788.

MISCELLANEOUS

Cedar Grove Baptist Church of Arka-
delphia is seeking a bi-vocational pas-
tor. Send resumes and references to Cedar 
Grove Baptist Church, 825 Cedar Grove Road,  
Arkadelphia, AR 71923.

Chicot Road Baptist Church is seeking a 
bi-vocational pastor. Send resume to 
13301 Chicot Rd, Mabelvale AR 72103 or email  
chicotroadbaptist@att.net.

FBC Gould, AR, seeking full-time pastor. 
Send resumes to Gould First Baptist Church, 
Pastor Search Committee, P.O. Box 375, Gould, 
AR 71643.

FBC Prescott is seeking an energetic part-
time music/choir director. Please send 
resume to: FBC Prescott Personnel Committee, 
PO Box 447, Prescott, AR 71857.

Village Baptist Church is receiving resumes 
for the part-time position of minister of 
music through Saturday, Oct. 8. Send to Village 
Baptist Church, 380 Glasgow Rd, Bella Vista, AR 
72715 or email to plfarish70@vbconline.net.

FBC Henderson, Texas is accepting applica-
tions for youth pastor. This ministry involves 
ministering to the 7th -12th grade students and 
their parents. This is a full-time position and 
resumes should be sent to dhiggs@thefbc.org.

First Baptist Church of Joplin, MO, is ac-
cepting resumes for the full-time position 
of pastor to children and families. First 

Immanuel Baptist Church 
in Little Rock will celebrate its 
125th anniversary beginning 
at 10 a.m., Oct. 22.

Macedonia Baptist Church 
in Warren held a back-to-
school bash and blessings 
block party Aug. 12 where 50 
backpacks stuffed with school 
supplies, and information on 
how to be saved, were prayed 

Obituaries

Church life

James Thomas (J. T). Har-
vill, 90, died 
Sept. 18 in Cam-
den.

Harvill was 
called into min-
istry at an early 
age, serving two 
small churches 

near Humphrey. 
He was a graduate of 

Ouachita Baptist University 
and an ordained minister. 

He and his wife, Catherine,  
served four years as Southern 
Baptist Convention (SBC) 
missionaries in Guadalajara, 
Mexico. 

Harvill held the position of 
student recruiter at Ouachita 
Baptist University in Arkadel-
phia before serving as pastor of 
Rison Baptist Church in Rison 
from 1968-90.

Harvill later served as pas-
tor of Fairview Road Bap-
tist Church in Camden and 
Chidester Baptist Church in 
Chidester. 

He was preceded in death 
by his first wife, Catherine, 
second wife, George Ann, and 
three brothers and four sisters. 

He is survived by three 
daughters, nine grandchil-
dren, a great-granddaughter, 

and a brother. 
Funeral services were held 

Sept. 22 at Proctor Funeral 
Home in Camden.

Burial took place in Green-
wood Cemetery in Rison.

Place your classified here! 
Visit arkansasbaptist.org/ads 
to use our easy online form!

On the move

Visit arkansasbaptist.org/ads 
to use our easy online form!

Baptist life

Rocky Bayou Baptist As-
sociation’s annual meeting 
and 175th anniversary cel-
ebration will be held at 6:30 
p.m. at First Baptist Church 
in Melbourne on Oct. 12 and 
New Hope Baptist Church in 
Hardy on Oct. 13. Registration 
is at 6 p.m.

First Baptist Church in 
Newport will celebrate its 
125th anniversary at 10:30 
a.m., Sunday, Oct. 22. The 
service will be followed by a 
potluck in the fellowship hall. 

David Fox is serving as a 
church planter in Colorado 
Springs, Colo., with the North 
American Mission Board 
(NAMB) as part of the Acts 
1:8 ministries’ SEND cities 
that NAMB has adopted to 
plant churches.  

He is former pastor of First 
Baptist Church in Mayflower.

over and given away. Guest speaker will be for-
mer pastor, Gene Crawley, 
pastor of First Baptist Church 
in Forrest City. Worship 
will be led by Doug Moore, 
music minister at First Baptist 
Church in Jacksonville.
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Gerald Nash
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In my work with Church In A Day, 
Nailbenders, Baptist Builders and Car-
penters for Christ, I have always been 
amazed at how God brings together 
all the volunteer craftsmen needed to 
build a church building. For every proj-
ect I have worked 
on, there has al-
ways been enough 
skilled and non-
skilled help neces-
sary to accomplish 
the task. However, 
we could have never 
built a church without the 
necessary materials. There 
have been those who were 
willing to give generously 
to the project so materi-
als could be purchased. 
God enabled some to give 
while He equipped others 
to build. It takes both to 
build places of worship.

God wanted the Israel-
ites to build a Tabernacle 
that would be His dwelling 
place and a holy place of 
worship (Ex. 25:8; 29:38-46). He asked 
the people to willingly contribute their 
resources (Ex. 25:2). The Lord request-
ed specific contributions because the 
materials and items for the Tabernacle 
were unique and very valuable (Ex. 
25:3-7). Freed slaves would not nor-

mally have such resources, but God 
had provided them. Prior to the Exo-
dus, God had Israel to literally plun-
der Egypt by simply asking for things 
such as silver, gold jewelry and clothing 
(Ex. 3:21-22). The Lord had entrusted 

the Israelites with 
these resources 
and now asked 
them to give a 
portion back so 
the Tabernacle 
could be built. 
The Lord also 

needed specific craftsmen 
(Ex. 31:1-7). God said, “I 
have placed wisdom with-
in every skilled craftsman 
in order to make all that 
I have commanded you” 
(Ex. 31:6, HCSB).

 The resources we give 
God are resources that the 
Lord has already entrusted 
to us.  If we do not under-
stand this biblical prin-
ciple, we will hold back 
in giving our money, time 

and talent for the purposes of God. 
We must not miss this very important 
application. God’s enablement and 
equipping include resources and abili-
ties. God uses both to accomplish His 
purposes. We are to freely give as joyful 
worshippers (2 Cor. 9:7).

he make it to the Promised Land, his 
descendants possessed it (Num. 14:24).

Who else is among the stubborn? 
Abraham fathered a son at 99, saying, 
“Is anything too hard for the LORD?” 
(Gen. 18:14, ESV). Nehemiah built 

a wall in 52 days 
(Neh. 6:15). Es-
ther went against 
protocol saving 
her people (Esth. 
4:14). Elisha trust-
ed God to fill a 
ditch with water in 

the middle of a drought. 
“This is a light thing in 
the sight of the LORD” 
(2 Kings 3:18, ESV). A 
virgin gave birth to the 
Savior. “For nothing will 
be impossible with God” 
(Luke 1:37, ESV).

What if they had re-
belled and acted in fear 
rather than trusting 
God and acting in faith? 
I’m not sure Billy and 

Wilbur did what they did because 
they were too young to know better; 
maybe they did what they did because 
they knew God. What impossible 
task do you have? Can you say, “We 
have too much faith in God to know 
these things are impossible, so we do  
them anyway”?

Many people are convinced that cre-
ated things can fill the emptiness in 
their lives and fulfill the deepest long-
ing of their hearts. They think created 
things, like idols, are under their con-
trol. This control is only an illusion. 
They exchange 
the truth for a lie, 
choosing to serve 
and worship a cre-
ated thing rather 
than the Creator 
(Rom. 1:25). Idol 
worship is sin-
ful rebellion against 
God’s authority and  
sovereignty.

Moses stayed on the 
mountain longer than 
the people expected. 
They asked Aaron to 
make them a god. This 
rebellion was against 
their promise to obey 
God (Ex. 19:8; 24:3, 7). 
Aaron and the tribal 
leaders were just as guilty 
because they didn’t con-
sult God or Moses and they didn’t warn 
the people. 

The Israelites wanted a tangible idol 
to lead them. Aaron fashioned a calf 
from the gold brought from Egypt. The 
people said to each other, “Israel, this 
is your God, who brought you up from 
the land of Egypt!” (Ex. 32:4, HCSB). 

Aaron built an altar in front of it, and 
the next day the people presented of-
ferings and began to engage in revelry.     

God’s anger was kindled against 
the people (Ex. 32:9). Their sin was so 
great that God wanted to destroy them,  

but Moses inter-
ceded for the peo-
ple. Moses didn’t 
speak to his own 
fame but asked 
the Lord not to 
destroy them be-
cause of His great 

name. He reminded 
God of His covenant 
with Abraham and the 
message it would send 
to the Egyptians. “So the 
LORD relented,” and 
did not destroy the peo-
ple (Ex. 32:14, HCSB).  

An idol is anything 
that gets between God 
and us. Idols don’t have 
to be tangible but can be 
our careers, positions, 
prestige, social standing, 

ideologies, theologies, families, preju-
dices and even church. The popular 
culture promotes control of self to the 
point of the exclusion of God. 

As believers, we must have control 
over our lives but not to the extent that 
we rebel against the authority and sov-
ereignty of almighty God.

“Petunia,” written by Roger Du-
voisin, is one of my favorite children’s 
books. Petunia is a “silly goose” who 
wanted to be wise. One day she found 
a book and remembered hearing that 
“one who owns books and loves them 
is wise.” She proud-
ly tucked the book 
under her wing 
and carried it ev-
erywhere. Because 
she had a book, all 
the other animals 
thought her to be 
wise and began asking for 
advice. Thinking she was 
speaking wisdom, she gave 
all sorts of misguided advice 
that ended with an entire 
barnyard in disarray. When 
everything finally exploded 
(literally, she thought fire-
works were candy), she real-
ized she was not wise at all. 
In despair she noticed the 
book open on the ground 
and realized a book is no 
help if it is never read. What was true 
for Petunia is true for us. God’s wis-
dom is unfailing, but only when His 
Word is opened and read.

Solomon had a daunting task before 
him. He was a young king over the cho-
sen people of Israel, “too many to be 
numbered or counted” (1 Kings 3:8, 
ESV). He pleaded with God, “Give 

your servant therefore an understand-
ing … that I may discern between good 
and evil … for who is able to govern 
this your great people?” (1 Kings 3:9, 
ESV). He knew he could not carry wis-
dom under his “wing,” but he needed 

it in his heart and 
mind and only 
God could pro-
vide it. “God gave 
Solomon wisdom 
and understanding 
beyond measure … 
like the sand on the 

seashore …” (1 Kings 4:29, 
ESV).

How was Solomon wise? 
One, he was worshipful. 
He was aware of God’s 
place in his life. Two, 
he was illuminated with 
God’s wisdom. Three, he 
was sensitive to God’s will 
and the needs of His peo-
ple. Four, he was engaged 
with God and the lives of 
His people. 

God gave Solomon not only wis-
dom but also more than was asked –  
riches and honor all the days of his life. 
Wisdom does not come from a degree; 
it comes from a relationship with God. 

Petunia had it right, “He who owns 
books (the Bible) and loves (God) is 
wise.” Let’s not wait for the explosion; 
seek wisdom from God’s Word today!

Gayla Parker
Little Rock

Equipped
EXODUS 25:1-9; 31:1-6

EXPLORE THE BIBLE

Gerald Nash
Conway

In the movie “Amazing Grace,” Billy 
said to Wilbur, “We are too young to 
realize that certain things are impos-
sible, so we do them anyway.” If my fa-
ther were still alive, he would have said, 
“Billy must be related to my stubborn 
daughter, Gayla.” 
When I was told 
5’8” was too tall 
for aerial moves 
in gymnastics, I 
did them anyway. 
When I was told 
I needed a split-
handle ski rope for a sla-
lom ski, I didn’t have one 
so I used our single handle 
and did it anyway. Looking 
back, I see where my dad 
thought I was stubborn.

A few personalities in 
the Bible display this same 
stubborn trait. Some of 
them were stubborn in 
their rebellion toward 
God, but some were stub-
born in their faith in God. 
In the account of Caleb scouting the 
Promised Land, we see both. The Is-
raelites rebelled against the Lord and 
allowed fear to drive them. The con-
sequences of that act of stubbornness 
kept them from the Promised Land. 
Caleb, however, knew that with God 
nothing was impossible. Not only did 

Unwavering faith
NUMBERS 13:26-30; 14:6-10, 21-24

BIBLE STUDIES FOR LIFE

Rebellion
EXODUS 32:1-6, 11-14

EXPLORE THE BIBLE

Unfailing wisdom
1 KINGS 3:3-14; 4:29-34

BIBLE STUDIES FOR LIFE

OCTOBER 15, 2017

Gayla Parker
Little Rock
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