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Williams mourns loss of student athlete
WALNUT RIDGE – The Wil-
liams Baptist College (WBC) 
family is grieving the 
loss of one of its own 
after the tragic death of 
student-athlete Britny 
Vickers.

Vickers was killed in 
a car accident Monday 
night, May 2, in south-
east Walnut Ridge. Ac-
cording to reports, a 
truck crossed the cen-
ter line and collided with a car 
driven by Vickers. The driver 

of the truck died as well.
Vickers, 20, was a sopho-

more psychology 
major from Homo-
sassa, Fla., and a mid-
fielder for the WBC 
Lady Eagles soccer 
team.  

A campus memo-
rial service was held 
May 4 in WBC’s Man-
ley Chapel. 

Hundreds of Vick-
ers’ classmates, as well as Wil-
liams faculty and staff, filled 

Manley Chapel to grieve and 
pray together on the night of 
the accident after learning of 
Vickers’ untimely death. 

“Williams Baptist College 
is a tight-knit campus family, 
and we feel this loss profound-
ly,” said Tom Jones, WBC 
president. “Britny enriched 
our campus with a wonderful 
personality and ever-present 
smile. We mourn with her 
family, her classmates and her 

See REVIVAL page 7

 ABN classifieds get results! 
Read them on Page 12.

The ABN classifieds are a great way to advertise for  
your church or business. 

You can now submit a classified ad via the ABN website at 

arkansasbaptist.org/ad

Moore and Trump  
tangle on Twitter
WASHINGTON (BP) – Rus-
sell Moore has finally found 
agreement with one of Donald 
Trump’s insulting tweets.

Moore, president of the 
Southern Baptist Ethics and 
Religious Liberty Commis-
sion, responded in TV inter-
views May 9 to the following 
Twitter social media comment 
from the presumptive Republi-
can presidential nominee early 
in the day:

“@drmoore 
Russell Moore 
is truly a terri-
ble representa-
tive of Evangeli-
cals and all of 
the good they 
stand for. A nasty guy with no 
heart!”

Appearing on MSNBC’s 
“Meet the Press Daily,” Moore 
said he agreed with Trump. “I 
am a nasty guy with no heart, 
which is why I need forgive-
ness of sins and redemption 
through the gospel of Jesus 
Christ,” he said.

Later on CNN’s “Ander-
son Cooper 360,” Moore told 

Cooper, “We sing worse things 
about ourselves in our hymns 
on Sunday mornings.” Citing 
lyrics from the hymn “Amaz-
ing Grace,” he added, “We are 
a wretch and in need of God’s 
grace.”

Trump posted the latest in 
his long line of harsh tweets 
during the GOP campaign 
after Moore criticized him on 
CBS’ “Face the Nation” May 8 
and in an online op-ed in The 

New York Times 
May 6.

Appear ing 
with other con-
servatives on 
“Face the Na-
tion,” Moore 

said Trump and Hillary Clin-
ton – the likely Democratic 
nominee – reflect “an embrace 
of the very kind of moral and 
cultural decadence that con-
servatives have been saying for 
a long time is the problem.”

In The Times op-ed, he 
made an apparent reference 
to Trump’s campaign when 

See TANGLE page 7

‘We sing worse things about  
ourselves in our hymns on  
Sunday mornings.’ 
                               – Russell Moore

Student revival erupts in Walnut Ridge
Conference speaker Gene “Bubba” Wright (left) and Caleb Reynolds, camp worship leader, on stage together during Camp 
Siloam’s Sproing, a retreat in April. A fire-eating presentation is used to teach children about sharing Jesus. See story page 11.

Vickers

See STUDENT page 2

Caleb Yarbrough
Arkansas Baptist News

WALNUT RIDGE – Revival 
and awakening have been 
breaking out in northeast Ar-
kansas as a result of the faith 
obedience of a handful of 
Southern Baptist youth.

“This has been going on for 

a few years, and it is growing 
now to the point where they 
are having Bible studies in a 
basement, they are having 
Bible studies on campus and 
they are having Bible studies in 
Hoxie and Imboden. Students 
are getting saved,” said Mike 
McCoy, associational mission-
ary for Black River Baptist As-
sociation.

“This may have the poten-
tial of leading to a church 
plant,” said McCoy. “We 
have a building that was Cal-
vary Baptist Church that isn’t 
being used at all, and there is 
the possibility of it being used 
for their group to meet in on 
Thursday nights.”

McCoy added, “Whenever 
I think about and read about 
spiritual awakenings, they 
come from the ground up not 
the top down, and this is com-
ing from the students. This is 
beginning to explode. It is be-
ginning to have some signifi-
cant numbers, and it is coming 

from them. It is not something 
that somebody has organized. 
So that makes it very exciting 
for me.”

Jake Guenrich, pastor of 
First Baptist Church, Walnut 
Ridge, told the Arkansas Baptist 
News (ABN) that students from 
his church, along with some of 
their friends, are among those 
students who have been reach-
ing their schools with the gos-
pel through Bible studies and 
personal testimony.

“There are four students 
at Walnut Ridge High School 
(Kenzie Flippo, Will Weir, Jer-
emy Gore and Tristan Hoff-
man) who have been reaching 
out to their fellow students 
and leading Bible studies,” 
said Guenrich. “They’ve got 
one that happens on Thurs-
days during their lunch hour. 
A teacher lets them meet in 
their classroom, and they prob-
ably have about 40 kids that 
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Facebook’s liberal news 
bias prompts questions 

 
NASHVILLE, Tenn. (BP) 
– Southern Baptist so-
cial media observers have 
expressed diverse reac-
tions to allegations that 
Facebook “routinely sup-
pressed” news of interest 
to conservative readers 
from the site’s “trending” 
news section. 

National Religious 
Broadcasters (NRB) Presi-
dent Jerry Johnson said 
Facebook “must change 
if they want our trust and 
participation in their plat-
form.” Meanwhile, social 
media expert Marty Duren 
of LifeWay Christian Re-
sources and digital strate-
gist Darrel Girardier of 
the Nashville-area Brent-
wood Baptist Church said 
Christians desiring to stay 
informed should not rely 
on Facebook as their sole 
news source. 

A flurry of reactions 
ensued when the tech web-
site Gizmodo published 
an article May 9 quoting 
anonymous former Face-
book employees as stating 
“workers prevented stories 
about ... conservative top-
ics from appearing in the 
highly-influential [trend-
ing] section even though 
they were organically 
trending among the site’s 
users.” 

The article also alleged 
popular stories by conser-
vative media outlets were 
excluded from the trend-
ing module unless main-
stream outlets covered the 
same events. 

Tom Stocky, Facebook 
vice president, denied 
Gizmodo’s charges in a 
May 9 Facebook post, 
stating, “There are rigor-
ous guidelines in place for 
the review team to ensure 
consistency and neutrality. 
These guidelines do not 
permit the suppression of 
political perspectives. Nor 
do they permit the priori-
tization of one viewpoint 
over another or one news 
outlet over another.”

For more ABN Digest, go to 
arkansasbaptist.org/abn-digest

Montalvo: Church must ‘team up’ to reach lost
Tim Yarbrough
Arkansas Baptist News

EAST END – May 1 was a 
special day for the members of 
East End Baptist Church as a 
noted Baptist leader from Peru 
was their special guest.

Julio Montalvo, president 
of the Seminario Teológico 
Bautista de Trujillo - Aso-
ciación Tom Cox (Baptist 
Theological Seminary of Tru-
jillo, Peru, in association with 
Tom Cox World Ministries in 
Mountainburg), spoke at the 
church located in southwest 
Little Rock.

The pews were filled to 
near capacity, and the special 
music was lively in anticipa-
tion of Montalvo’s message, 
which was delivered with the 
assistance of interpreter Ken 
Bowie, a retired International 
Mission Board missionary to 
Peru.

East End pastor Doug Hib-
bard welcomed Montalvo, 
who is currently serving his 
second consecutive term as 
president of the Peruvian Bap-
tist Convention. 

Montalvo spoke on what 
Jesus wants to see in today’s 
church from Mark 2:1-5, 
which is the account of Jesus 
forgiving and healing a para-
lyzed man.

“Miracles are real things 
that happen and that help us 
strengthen our faith,” Mon-
talvo told the congregation. 
“I want to speak about this 
(event) in allegorical form,” 
he said, pointing to the three 
main characters in the story: 
Jesus, the men who brought 

their friend to Jesus and the 
paralyzed man.

“There are a lot of paralyzed 
people in the world today,” 
Montalvo said, adding that 
he was speaking symbolically 
about people lost today who 
need Jesus’ healing touch.

He said the men brought 
their friend to Jesus, who they 
blindly believed could heal 
him.

“Jesus is our Lord and 
Savior who still heals today,” 
he said, just as Jesus forgave 
the paralyzed man’s sins and 
“raised him off of that pallet.”

But Montalvo was quick to 
note that it took a team effort 
to bring the man to a saving 
knowledge of Jesus Christ.

“Evangelism isn’t just the 
work of the pastor, but every 
member,” he said, adding, 
“This is what Jesus wants to 
see in His Church today.”

Montalvo emphasized that 
churches working together in 
unity is the key to winning 
the world to Jesus Christ, just 
like the men worked together 
– braving numerous obstacles 
–  to lift the paralyzed man 
up onto the roof of the house 
where Jesus was speaking. 

“Jesus in chapter 17 of John 
prays for unity of His disciples 
… all of us are one in Christ. 
We have to be one in Jesus. 
Come to work with us in Peru. 
… and be united as God’s peo-
ple,” he said.

Like the men who took 
their paralyzed friend to Jesus, 
Montalvo said Christians need 
to persevere and share the gos-
pel with our family, friends 
and co-workers.

Julio Montalvo, president of the Baptist Theological Seminary of Trujillo, Peru, 
preaches May 1 at East End Baptist Church with the assistance of interpreter 
Ken Bowie, a retired International Mission Board missionary to Peru. Photo by  
Tim Yarbrough

“He is our strength and 
our force. Together, in Jesus’ 
name, we will do great things,” 
he said. “Jesus saw their faith, 
love and perseverance,” and 
blessed them.

The Baptist Theological 
Seminary of Trujillo in Peru 
was started by the Southern 
Baptist Foreign Mission Board 
(now International Mission 
Board) in 1958. It is known as 
the premier Baptist theological 
institution in Peru. In 1998, 
the seminary experienced a fi-
nancial crisis and nearly had 
to close its doors. In 2000, 
the seminary entered into a 
partnership relationship with 
Tom Cox World Ministries 
(TCWM), which refurbished 
the campus and raised money 
to rehire the faculty; at that 
time Peruvian Baptists named 
Montalvo the president of the 

seminary. TCWM provides 
ongoing strategy development 
and financial assistance.

Since 2000, the seminary 
has graduated its three largest 
classes of all time, launched 
Peru’s first School of Missions, 
and in November 2016 will 
grant its first missions degrees 
in Peruvian Baptist history. 
The seminary attracts students 
from Peru, Chile and Ecuador. 
Montalvo and Peruvian Bap-
tists are committed to raising 
up world-class indigenous pas-
tors and Christian leaders to 
impact Peru, South America 
and the world with the Gospel 
of Jesus Christ, Montalvo's bi-
ography states.

Since 1989, Montalvo has 
served as pastor of The Resting 
Place Baptist Church in Peru.

Contact Tim Yarbrough at 
tim@arkansasbaptist.org.

teammates, and we offer our 
fervent prayers on their be-
half.” 

Brett Cooper, WBC vice 
president for institutional 
advancement, said, “Britny’s 
death had a profound impact 
on the entire Williams cam-
pus. It was incredibly moving 
to see hundreds of students, 
faculty and staff comforting 
one another in Manley Cha-
pel the night of the accident, 
and again two days later at the 
memorial service. The bond of 
the campus community was a 
comfort to all of us after the 
loss of a special young lady.”

continued from page one
STUDENT

Kaitlyn Lemanowicz (at microphone), surrounded by teammates from the Williams Baptist College women's soccer team, speaks 
at the memorial service for Britny Vickers May 4 at Williams Baptist College. Hundred of students, faculty and staff filled WBC's 
Manley Chapel for the service. Lemanowicz, a sophomore from Homosassa, Fla., was Vickers' longtime friend and her roommate 
at Williams. Vickers, 20, was also from Homosassa. She died May 2 in a car accident in Walnut Ridge.
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N.C. governor defends 
restroom law in suit

WASHINGTON (BP) – 
North Carolina’s governor 
went to federal court May 
9 to defend his state’s re-
stroom privacy law against 
a threat from the Obama 
administration. Gov. Pat 
McCrory’s lawsuit asks a 
judge to declare the Public 
Facilities Privacy and Se-
curity Act, known as H.B. 
2, does not violate federal 
anti-discrimination protec-
tions by requiring individ-
uals in government build-
ings to use the restrooms 
of the sex on their birth 
certificates.

The Department of 
Justice (DOJ) had written 
McCrory and two other 
state officials May 4 to as-
sert H.B. 2 violated federal 
law. It threatened a law-
suit – and seemingly the 
loss of millions of dollars 
in federal education aid 
– if North Carolina did 
not indicate by May 9 its 
intention to change the re-
stroom measure.

Leaders in the South-
ern Baptist Convention 
and state welcomed Mc-
Crory’s action.

Russell Moore, presi-
dent of the Southern Bap-
tist Ethics and Religious 
Liberty Commission, 
called the North Carolina 
law “a common-sense mea-
sure that protects individu-
als as well as conscience.”

“Contrary to what the 
White House has said, the 
North Carolina bill is not 
discriminatory or hate-
ful,” Moore said in writ-
ten comments for Baptist 
Press. “Bullying of state 
legislatures by the federal 
government is the govern-
ment engaging in culture 
warring, and the rights of 
those who dissent from 
mainstream cultural opin-
ion should be protected.”

The DOJ said North 
Carolina “is engaging in 
a pattern or practice of 
discrimination . ... on the 
basis of sex.”

Greear Gaines Crosby
For the first time in a number of years the office of president 
of the Southern Baptist Convention (SBC) is contested by three 
candidates. While being president of the SBC is largely cer-
emonial, the president casts vision for the denomination and 
appoints individuals to key boards and agencies. The Arkansas 
Baptist News recently interviewed all three anticipated candi-
dates to give Arkansas Baptists additional insights into their 
priorities and the direction they would set for the SBC, which is 
experiencing a decline in membership and giving. 

The Candidates - Part 2

Who will lead the SBC into the future?

See LEAD page 8

Caleb Yarbrough
Arkansas Baptist News

THREE MEN are expected to 
be nominated for the office of 
Southern Baptist Convention 
(SBC) president during this 
year’s annual meeting June 
14-15 in St. Louis, Mo. They 
are David Crosby, senior pas-
tor of First Baptist Church, 
New Orleans, La.; J.D. Gree-
ar, pastor of The Summit 
Church, Raleigh, N.C.; and 
Steve Gaines, senior pastor 
of Bellevue Baptist Church, 
Memphis, Tenn.

This article is a continu-
ation of the Arkansas Baptist 
News’ (ABN) look at the three 
probable candidates and their 
vision for the SBC.

Cultural/moral/political issues
Southern Baptists today 

are faced with an onslaught 
of cultural, social and political 
issues – many of which have 
intense moral, ethical and 
spiritual implications. Abor-
tion, Islamic extremism, racial 
tensions, same-sex marriage, 
gender identity, immigration, 
diametrically opposed politi-
cal parties and the rise of post-
modern secular humanism are 
just a few topics that Baptists, 
increasingly, must address in 
their day-to-day lives.

The ABN asked each of the 
three SBC presidential candi-
dates how they believed Bap-
tists should attempt to “live 
in the world but not of the 
world” (John 17:14-18) under 
such trying circumstances.

All three men agreed that 
the world, and the United 
States specifically, have be-
come more secular and less 
aligned with biblical truth in 
recent decades. Each candi-
date gave a slightly different 
perspective on these changes 
and how Southern Baptists 
should address the changes.

Gaines highlighted the 
growing secularization of the 
modern age, but also cited the 
fact that humanity has been 
fallen since “Adam and Eve ate 
the forbidden fruit.”

“Without a doubt, our 
world and America are be-
coming more secular and sin-
ful. But God can still send 
spiritual awakening. Instead 
of barking at the darkness 
of our culture, we need to 
shine the light of the gospel  
of Jesus,” said Gaines.

Crosby said that Southern 

Baptists should be incredibly 
grateful to live in the United 
States, compassionately care 
for those less fortunate than 
themselves and “stop con-
fusing Christianity with the 
American way of life.”

“We must hear again the ex-
pectation that the world will 
hate us just as they hated our 
Lord. We must stop talking 
about some idealized past in 
our nation or in Baptist life to 
which we long to return,” said 
Crosby. “We must pray for a 
restoration of the joy of the 
Lord and the peace that pass-
es understanding. We must 
regain the great hope that is 
ours in Christ no matter what 
happens in the world.”

Greear said that the con-
temporary state of culture, 
society and politics shouldn’t 
“produce despair” in believers 
as it looks much like the world 
in which the apostles inhab-
ited, which happened to be a 
time in history in which the 
faith grew exponentially.

“This new era provides for 
us unprecedented opportuni-
ties. … We should be a unique 
community where the fra-
grance of the gospel is sweet 
and distinct. The darker our 
culture becomes, the brighter 
will the light of the gospel 
shine forth,” said Greear. 

“As we engage culture, I 
believe we should aim for the 
same paradox that Jesus em-
bodied – loving our neighbors 
without compromising the 
truth. The Apostle John said 
that Jesus’ ministry could be 
summed up in one phrase – 
grace and truth (John 1:17). If 
we are to engage our culture 
like Jesus, we should aim for 
that same balance. Truth with-
out grace is fundamentalism. 
Grace without truth is vapid 
sentimentality,” he said.

Declining baptisms in the SBC
Baptism numbers have been 

on the decline throughout the 
SBC for years. The ABN asked 
the three probable candidates 
to explain their thoughts on 
why baptisms have declined 
and how Southern Baptists 
can better reach their neigh-
bors with the gospel.

Gaines said he believes 
the low number of baptisms 
reported by local Southern 
Baptist churches is mostly 
due to a lack of “personal 
soul winning” and clear 
presentations of the gospel  

following sermons.
“Pastors must teach church 

members to pray for lost peo-
ple and also train them in 
personal soul-winning,” said 
Gaines. “Pastors must also give 
clear, intentional, evangelistic 
invitations when they preach, 
expecting people to get saved.”

Crosby attributed the lack 
of baptisms to churches not 
meeting the needs of the peo-
ple in their communities.

“Many of our neighbors are 
in need. Prisons and nursing 
homes are full of people eager 
for a visit. The homeless are 
grateful for a meal. Foster chil-
dren and even foster families 
are often in dire circumstances 
and would benefit greatly from 
the care and concern of our 
churches. Recent immigrants 
need to learn to speak English. 
Those dealing with substance 
abuse need help in their recov-
ery. Public schools need vol-
unteers to help with tutoring. 
The possibilities are endless,” 
said Crosby.

Greear said that the decline 
of baptisms ought to force 
Southern Baptists to evaluate 
their faith and their methods.

“First, we have lost the ur-
gency of the gospel message. 
… Secondly, we are no longer 
known as a people of prayer. … 
Finally, many churches are too 
tied to their cultural preferenc-
es and ways of doing things to 
keep up with what the Spirit of 
God is doing in a new genera-
tion,” said Greear. 

“On the other side of that 
issue, however, are some 
‘newer’ churches that have 
abandoned the power of the 
simple gospel for modern fads 

and church growth gimmicks. 
What grows the church in any 
age does not change: deep be-
lief in the gospel, commitment 
to the authority of Scripture, 
deep commitment to prayer, 
and a willingness to do what-
ever it takes to win the lost,” 
he said.

Church size/church planting
Gaines, Crosby and Gree-

ar are all, to varying degrees, 
pastors of large churches. We 
asked the three men if the pro-
motion of the growth of large 
metropolitan churches, such as 
through church planting initia-
tives, in the SBC is being done 
at the expense of the smaller, 
often more rural congrega-
tions that make up the major-
ity of the SBC’s churches.

Gaines said that each 
church, regardless of member-
ship numbers, is significant 
because it is “an outpost of 
heaven.”

“I’ve pastored large church-
es for 25-plus years. Sometimes 
large churches are unjustly crit-
icized as being cold and indif-
ferent. But most large churches 
didn’t get large by being mean 
and un-Christlike. Rather, 
they’ve grown by the grace of 
God through evangelism and 
discipleship. Every church, re-
gardless of size, should seek to 
grow by making disciples, bap-
tizing disciples and teaching 
disciples,” said Gaines.

Crosby highlighted that 
many urban churches being 
planted, or aided in planting, 
by the North American Mis-
sion Board (NAMB) are often 
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Editorial&Opinion “Always be prepared to give an answer 
to everyone who asks you to give the 

reason for the hope that you have...”
 1 Peter 3:15 (NIV)

A short-term mission experience can ignite a church

Is same-sex marriage tomorrow’s polygamy?
Y ou had to see this com-

ing. If not, you should 
wake up and smell the cof-
fee. When the five crusading 
justices on the U.S. Supreme 
Court gutted all state laws 
that limited marriage to a 
union of one man and one 
woman, they 
didn’t just 
redefine the 
institution of 
marriage – they 
effectively 
rendered it 
incapable of being restricted 
in any meaningful way in the 
future. 

It needs nothing more 
than misguided judges acting 
on their whims to expand it 
further until marriage bears 
no resemblance to the insti-
tution that existed for some 

5,000 years of man’s recorded 
history. If two persons of the 
same sex with affinity for each 
other can enter into an illicit 
relationship – call it marriage 
and have it stamped proper 
with the imprimatur of the 
government – then it’s “no-

holds-barred.”
After the 

Supreme 
Court evis-
cerated the 
institution 
of marriage, 

many of us warned that mar-
riage would gradually come 
to encompass any and all 
kinds of configurations. We 
suggested that the next move 
would be to allow polygamy 
or plural marriage. Some said, 
“No – it will never come to 
that – reasonable folks just 

want a couple (whether het-
erosexual or homosexual) to 
have the same rights to join 
in a committed relationship 
and have it sanctioned by the 
state. Polygamy will never be 
seriously pursued.” Right?

No, it’s not right. In 
2013, following the ratio-
nale prevailing in progres-
sive circles that the U.S. Su-
preme Court would come 
to use in its 2015 same-sex 
marriage decision, a fed-
eral district court in Utah 
invalidated that state’s law 
prohibiting bigamy. That 
court ruled that Utah’s biga-
my law violated constitutional 
protections guaranteeing the 
free exercise of religion and 
due process.

A federal appeals court re-
versed the decision, and that 

would seem to be good news 
– but not so much. The ap-
peals court based its decision 
on some technical, procedural 
matters, and not on the find-
ing that Utah’s ban against 

plural marriage was a proper 
and constitutional parameter 
on marriage.  

It appeared to many court 
watchers that the appeals 
court chose to reach a resolu-
tion on technicalities rather 

than making a decision on 
the merits of the case, because 
it did not think the timing 
was right to render a decision 
that the state law barring po-
lygamy was an unconstitution-

al restraint on marriage. 
The consensus was that at 
a later date or when a case 
with better facts and more 
sympathetic parties comes 
along, laws against plural 
marriage will be vitiated 
just as quickly and easily 
as traditional marriage was 
trashed. Seemingly, it’s just 
a matter of time.  And that 

shouldn’t come as a surprise 
to any of us.    

Larry Page is executive director 
of the Arkansas Faith and Ethics 
Council. For more information 
about the work of the Council 
email Page at llp@arfaith.org.
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about His mission and how I 
can personally be involved in 
carrying it out. 

The beauty of a short-term 
mission experience is that it 
can be specifically tailored 
to the abilities and interests 

of the people 
who attend 
your church.

It may be 
you have a 
church that is 

chock full of handymen and 
carpenters. There are many 
churches in need of renova-
tion or construction assis-
tance, as well as community 
renewal projects where the 
lives of individuals can be im-
pacted directly.

Perhaps your church has 
members with multigen-
erational talent that could be 
used to help a church start 
canvass its community, do 

T oday, when so many 
things of the world 

distract us from our God-
given mission, a well-planned 
short-term mission experience 
can be a catalyst to igniting 
revival.

There is 
perhaps no 
better way 
for members 
of a church 
to become 
Jesus’ “hands and feet” than 
to participate in a short-term 
mission experience, which 
can be done literally in your 
own community or across the 
globe in a foreign country. 
The possibilities are endless!

It has been my privilege to 
participate in dozens of these 
trips in North America and 
around the world the past 25 
years, and each time God has 
taught me something new 

block parties and other out-
reach activities to gain impor-
tant visibility.

 Whatever it may be, your 
church is filled with talented 
people who can contribute 
on a multitude of levels lo-
cally, regionally, nationally or 
internationally in carrying out 
Christ’s mission.

In Arkansas, pre-packaged 
mission opportunities 
abound for churches through 
our local Baptist associations 
and the Arkansas Baptist 
State Convention (ABSC).

If your church has been hes-
itant to take the plunge, you 
may want to consider signing 
up for the Acts 1:8 One Day 
Mission Trip set for Oct. 1 in 
Fort Smith.

Since 2010, thousands of 
Arkansas Baptist churches 
have made a difference in 
the lives of thousands of 

people through Acts 1:8 One 
Day events organized by the 
convention. Already, many 
churches across the state 

make it a priority to partici-
pate every year.

Cartoon by Gary Thomas

Pressing On
Tim Yarbrough
Phil. 3:14

See SHORT-TERM page 6
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Unqualified
A few weeks ago, a series of work emails began to pro-

cess through my inbox as my boss and a co-worker 
processed through content on our company’s website. 

“This article is now irrelevant. It needs to be rewritten,” 
read one email.

“We need to replace this information with _____,” 
noted another. The discussion continued 
in like manner throughout the day. 

As content editor for the company, I 
knew I would be involved in the replace-
ment of these articles. Having no personal 
grasp of the topic being covered, I had as-
sisted a contract writer with the original articles, ensuring 
through copyediting and basic research that the material 
was well presented. I assumed this update would involve 
the same process. 

I was wrong. Before I knew it, my boss was assigning the 
entire project to me!

Now, I love to write, and I delight in learning new 
things. But this topic of the article felt so far beyond me 
that I didn’t even know where to begin! I fussed a bit, 
prayed a lot and launched into a very exhausting week of 
writing. 

I will admit that, I secretly hoped for failure. I wanted 
my boss to see my weakness and find someone else more 
qualified to do the job. But the practical side of me real-
ized that there really was no one else. Despite the exhaus-

tion and frustration, I gave the job my all. It never grew 
easier or more natural, but I finally finished. And my boss 
loved the results. 

How often is this true of us in the spiritual realm? God 
gives us a job, and we fuss and complain that we are not 
qualified. Don’t we realize by looking around that no one 

is qualified? 
We can even look back at those we call spiri-

tual giants and see the same truth. 
Was Abraham qualified to be the bearer of 

God’s covenant? 
Was Esther qualified to bring deliverance to 

the Jews? 
Was Mary qualified to bear the promised Messiah?
Were any of the apostles qualified to be the closest 

friends of Jesus, the ones who would start His church? 
These piddly articles are nothing compared to the task 

of reaching this world for Christ. Yet, too often I have 
wanted to punt spiritual responsibilities off on someone 
more qualified, just as I wanted to punt the articles. 

My friends, I have no doubt that God uses our talents 
and abilities to accomplish much for His kingdom. But, I 
believe His preference is for our full surrender to whatever 
He asks, whether it involves our talents or not. 

Are we willing to give our all, whatever the task?  
Ann Hibbard is a member of East End Baptist Church in East 

End. Read her blog at annhibbard.com.

A creed is a statement of be-
liefs that Christians follow. 

Derived from the Latin credo (I 
believe), creeds originated during 
the early church. Two of the best 
known are the Apostles’ Creed 
(A.D. 180) and the Nicene Creed 
(A.D. 325). These compact state-
ments focus upon God, Jesus, the 
Holy Spirit, the church, the union 
of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection and everlasting 
life.

Creeds not only emphasize 
Christian beliefs but also set 
boundaries as to what the church 
does not believe. For example, the 
Apostles’ Creed refutes that God 
is tyrannical; instead, it shows 
that the God of the Old and 
New Testaments is the same. The 
Nicene Creed affirms the Trin-
ity, for it states the divinity and 
humanity of Jesus and the deity of 
the Holy Spirit. 

Baptists have not historically 
been a creedal people, for they 
feared that creeds either substi-
tuted or superceded the Bible. 
Instead, they have valued confes-
sions of faith. Whereas creeds 
are used to say, “These things we 
must believe,” confessions affirm 
what Christians do believe.

Southern Baptists did not write 
their own confession of faith, 
The Baptist Faith and Message 
(BF&M), until 1925. Its chief 
architect was E.Y. Mullins, who 
also authored “The Axioms of Re-
ligion.” In “Axioms,” Mullins stat-
ed that the most distinctive Bap-
tist tenet is “soul competency,” 
the belief that all Christians must 
personally decide what is and isn’t 
accepted as doctrine. The BF&M, 
therefore, is a set of beliefs that 
are of widespread acceptance 
among Southern Baptists.

Because Southern Baptists 
adhere to church autonomy, the 
Southern Baptist Convention can-
not tell a church what to believe. 
However, a document like the 
BF&M sets boundaries for indi-
viduals to get a glimpse of South-
ern Baptist doctrine.

Christian doctrine is impor-
tant; both creeds and confessions 
can help Christians learn those 
beliefs. 

Ken Gore is chairman of the 
department of Christian studies at 
Williams Baptist College. To submit 
your question, email to tim@arkan-
sasbaptist.org. 

Uncovered Dish
Ann Hibbard

Baptists Ask
Ken Gore

What is a creed? 

New member classes now a necessity
T he American culture as a whole is continuing to 

move further away from a biblical understanding of 
God, Judeo-Christian values, involvement in church-based 
activities and an accurate understanding of “church.” In 
addition, we are living in a time when both laws and public 
opinion regarding epistemology (what is true) and ontology 
(what is real) are growing increasingly distant from a bibli-
cal worldview.

Today, the typical American who expresses a desire to 
unite with a church truly has little to no 
understanding of “what” and “who” the 
church is. Neither does this person have 
an understanding of a church member’s 
relationship and responsibilities to the 
church, or the church’s relationship and 
responsibilities toward the member. For this reason, it 
has become necessary for both the congregation and new 
member to have some agreed-upon understandings and 
expectations.

The requirement of attending a new member class as a 
prerequisite for church membership has been practiced for 
decades by several evangelical denominations. Southern 
Baptists began slowly introducing the idea about 25 years 
ago. In the past 10 years, the number of Southern Baptist 
churches requiring new member classes has grown expo-
nentially. While Arkansas Baptists have been slower to go 
in this direction, more and more churches are discover-
ing the necessity. The traditional way Southern Baptist 
churches have received members over the past century, 

where an individual walks the aisle to request church mem-
bership, is assessed by a pastor or counselor to determine 
if the individual is coming by baptism, transfer of letter 
or statement, and then presented to the church for a vote 
– sometimes all in just 10 minutes or less – will no longer 
suffice. Church leaders need more time to understand 
the spiritual condition, belief system, family situation and 
moral leanings of a candidate for membership. And the 
candidate needs more time to understand the purpose, 

mission and core values of the church as well 
as expectations and responsibilities.

Prior to being presented to the church for 
membership, every individual should hear a 
clear and complete presentation of the gospel, 
beginning at creation so as to define “God” 

and “sin.” In addition, every person should be familiar 
with the church’s discipleship process and opportunities 
for fellowship, worship, ministry, evangelism and missions. 
Each person should also understand the values of the 
church regarding family, stewardship, conduct, account-
ability and church discipline. 

Finally, after being received as a member, the church 
must have an intentional new-member assimilation pro-
cess, helping new members find appropriate areas of ser-
vice.

You know that “new day” that folks have been saying is 
coming? It has arrived.  

Eric W. Ramsey is an evangelism and mission strategist and 
serves as associate pastor of First Baptist Church, Fort Smith.

Answering  
the Call
Eric Ramsey

Support the ABN!
A fund for the Arkansas Baptist News (ABN) has been established at the Arkansas 
Baptist Foundation.  Consider helping the official news journal of the Arkansas 
Baptist State Convention for years to come by including the ABN in your will or by 
making a contribution to the ABN. Contact the Foundation at 501-376-0732 for 
more information.
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Ouachita students make impact

‘Making The Choice to Move America Forward’
L ast month, we had 

the honor of hosting 
the leaders of the other 
Southern Baptist state foun-
dations from around the 
country. The theme of our 
meeting was Making The 
Choice to Move America 
Forward. During our four 
days together, we were able 
to fellowship and worship 
together as well as hear 
from author Gary Hoag 
and pastor Ronnie Floyd, 
president of the Southern 
Baptist Convention and 
pastor of Cross Church in 
northwest Arkansas.

We had a tremendous 
time of fellowship and 
growth together. We were 
challenged by Floyd to con-
sider a key question: How 
can we assist the churches 
in the Southern Baptist 

Convention accomplish 
their God-assigned and God-
anointed task of presenting 
the gospel of Jesus Christ to 
every person in the world and 
to make disciples of all the 
nations? 

We also came away more 
convicted 
than ever 
that we exist 
to serve our 
churches 
and should 
not isolate 
ourselves in any way from our 
state convention. 

After all, we are merely an 
agency of service established 
by our state convention for 
the churches and other agen-
cies/institutions.

Floyd also left us with a 
final practical step we can 
all take: Engage 100 percent 

with the Southern Baptist 
Convention at our annual 
convention. This statement 
immediately led me to think 
of this year’s Southern Baptist 
Convention Annual Meeting 
set for June 14-15 in St. Louis, 
Mo. Specifically, I thought 

of Tuesday 
night’s scheduled 
National Call 
to Prayer. In 
preparation for 
this, we have set 
aside time at our 

May board meeting to honor 
Floyd’s request and specifi-
cally pray for the following:

– Spiritual leadership: We 
will pray for pastors and spiri-
tual leaders in America…their 
lives, leadership, families and 
ministries.

– Revived churches: We 
will pray for our churches in 

ABSC Agencies

Baptist 
Foundation
Bobby Thomas

O  ne of my favorite 
things about my work 

at Ouachita Baptist Uni-
versity is the opportunity 
to visit with prospective 
students and their parents. 
It’s always enjoyable to hear 
about their experiences and 
then talk about how those 
interests could coincide 
with majors and programs 
at Ouachita. I talk about 
the kinds of things that 
aren’t surprising in this 
conversation, although I’ll 
never take them for granted 
– faculty, curriculum and 
facilities. But then I also 
talk about a topic that often 
prompts a raised eyebrow 
or two. I talk about our stu-
dents.

At a time when there 
seems to be so much pes-
simism about the future, 
I have found faith in our 
future because of the faith 

in our young people. That 
doesn’t mean every student 
will make a perfect score on 
my next quiz, but it does 
mean that when I walk into 
my classroom I feel good 
about the people around me. 
When I see the work they 
produce, I feel 
even better.

At our re-
cent Scholars 
Day, during 
which students 
from every 
academic school present 
their research and projects, I 
watched presentations from 
eight students who had stud-
ied independent film at the 
Sundance Film Festival. They 
met with Christian filmmak-
ers in Utah, but the students 
also gained a clearer under-
standing of what it means to 
be in the world and not of 
it as well as how much the 

secular world needs the love 
of Christ. The experience 
strengthened their faith and 
brought into focus the chal-
lenges of a ubiquitous mis-
sion field. 

The Sundance class is not 
the only film experience 

offered in 
the School 
of Humani-
ties. Three 
students 
from Tren-
nis Hender-

son’s Christian communica-
tions class interned during 
the filming of the recent 
Kendrick brothers’ hit, 
“War Room.” Check the 
credits for Nick Burt, Chel-
sea Byers and McKenzie 
Cranford.

More recently, the 
Ouachitonian yearbook 
won top honors, and 14 stu-
dents representing the year-

book and The Signal newspa-
per won a total of 40 awards 
at the annual meeting of the 
Arkansas College Media As-
sociation. While the commu-
nications students piled up 
state and national awards, the 
English and Spanish majors 
down the hall worked togeth-
er to create a bilingual literary 
magazine, a beautiful way to 
practice translation. 

Whether it’s English major 
Shelby Spears presenting a 
paper at a national Sigma Tau 
Delta convention or mass 
communications major Bekah 
Davis’ eyes lighting up during 
her first video recording ses-
sion in Turner Studio, it is al-
ways a blessing to see students 
grow. I’ll take the future, if 
these people are in it. 

Jeff Root is a 1983 Ouachita 
Baptist University graduate and 
dean of Ouachita’s School of 
Humanities.

Ouachita 
Baptist
Jeff Root

America…for racial unity in 
our churches and nation, 
and for the dry bones of 
spiritual life in our churches 
to come alive. Our God can 
turn any church around!

– Nationwide and global 
awakening: We will pray for 
America … where we are 
in our nation spiritually, 
morally, politically, and for 
the next Great Spiritual 
Awakening in America as 
well as an explosion of the 
gospel to bring about global 
awakening.

We are so thankful to 
have this opportunity. Our 
prayer is also that each of 
you will participate in the 
National Call to Prayer June 
14.

Bobby Thomas is the presi-
dent of the Arkansas Baptist 
Foundation in Little Rock.

“This event has become the 
highlight of the year for many 
people across our state,” said 
Breck Freeman, community 
missions leader for the ABSC. 
“It has also made the local as-
sociations aware that this One 
Day event is only a beginning 
to something that can be an 
ongoing mission project at 
a local level. This event has 
spawned local ‘Jerusalem’ mis-
sion days across the state.”

Perhaps what’s best of all is 
that it is so easy to participate! 
All you need to do is cast a 
vision for your church, enlist 
and sign up to go.

Registration is now open 
for the Fort Smith experi-
ence, which will include a 
variety of opportunities such 
as prayer walking, evangelism, 
children’s activities, block 
parties, home repairs, health/
dental clinics, sports camps, 
yard work, cowboy ministries, 
children’s fishing derbies and 
multi-housing ministries.

The Acts 1:8 Mission Trip 
is intergenerational and for 
all ages of your church, so ev-
eryone can participate. Some 
of my fondest memories are 
when my entire family served 
together on a mission trip.

I encourage you to prayer-
fully consider how to get in-
volved in 2016.

You and your church may 
never again be the same.

Tim Yarbrough is editor/
executive director of the Arkansas 
Baptist News.

continued from page 4
SHORT-TERM

Articles prompt thoughts 
Letter to the Editor

Some of the recent edito-
rials and articles that I have 
read in the Arkansas Baptist 
News have caused the follow-
ing thoughts. 

Our Baptist and national 
history is replete with actions 
most Christians today would 
consider inconsistent with 
Scripture. These actions were 
justified by the policy of “man-
ifest destiny” in regards to Na-
tive Americans and quotes of 
specific Scripture in regards 
to race and gender equality 
as examples. My point is it’s 
good to glory in our history, 
but (to) be honest when choos-
ing examples of being Chris-
tian. The recent veto of the 
Religious Restoration Act in 
Georgia seems to have placed 

the governor in bad stead with 
some. 

First, I don’t like using 
threats of what might happen 
to make a political point.  Sec-
ond, I don’t believe in quot-
ing Scripture to prove a point 
because it usually results in 
Scripture being quoted to vali-

date the opposite position. I 
believe there are biblical prin-
ciples that can guide our po-
sition on a number of issues. 
One that might apply to the 
moral outrage by Christians 
against “others” not like us is 
that in Jesus’ day it was felt 
that uncleanness – in its many 

forms – was spread by touch. 
However, Jesus consistently 
touched the unclean as though 
cleanness could be spread by 
touching. Our touch may not 
heal a blind man, but it might 
do more to heal relationships 
than condemning ever has. I 
would not ascribe compassion 

as a leading motivation for 
corporations in Georgia, but 
it sure should be for me.

Roy Runyan
Jonesboro

Send your letter to
tim@arkansasbaptist.org
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Gospel Singing at the Governor’s Mansion featuring ...

The 
Martins 
Don’t miss this old- 
fashioned gospel sing-
ing with The Martins, 
Friday, June 3, 6:30 
p.m., at the Arkan-
sas Governor’s Man-
sion.  The evening 
will include plenty 
of audience 
participation, as 
well as a lovely 
reception in 
the Mansion 
gardens. 

Friday, June 3, 6:30 p.m., at 
the Arkansas Governor’s Mansion. 
Tickets are $50 and can be purchased 
at www.friendsofthemansion.org. 
All proceeds benefit the Arkansas 
Governor’s Mansion Association.

he wrote, “This election has 
cast light on the darkness of 
pent-up nativism and bigotry 
all over the country. There 
are not-so-coded messages de-
nouncing African-Americans 
and immigrants; concern 
about racial justice and na-
tional unity is ridiculed as ‘po-
litical correctness.’ Religious 
minorities are scapegoated for 
the sins of others, with basic 
religious freedoms for them 
called into question.”

Moore continued to express 
the same kinds of concerns 
May 9.

“When we see the kind of 
race baiting and the kind of 
misogyny that we’ve seen all 
through this year, if you have 
evangelical Christians who are 
not willing to stand up and 
say, ‘The things that we have 
said about decency and justice 
and morality, that applies to 
everyone, not just to our po-
litical opponents,’ we don’t 
have any credibility left for the 
future,” he told Cooper.

When asked on “Meet the 
Press Daily” whom he would 
vote for, Moore reaffirmed he 

does not endorse candidates.
“My concern right now is 

not about who’s up and who’s 
down in this presidential elec-
tion,” he said.

“My concern right now is to 
make sure that we have evan-
gelical Christians and church-
es who stand by our ultimate 
commitment to Jesus Christ 
and to His Word and to make 
sure that we don’t barter that 
away for some attempt at po-
litical power that ends up trad-
ing away our conscience in the 
bargain.”

Several Southern Baptist 
leaders tweeted support for 
Moore after Trump’s com-
ment on Twitter. They includ-
ed Kevin Ezell, president of 
the North American Mission 
Board, and Daniel Akin, presi-
dent of Southeastern Baptist 
Theological Seminary.

Meanwhile, a prominent 
Southern Baptist pastor who 
has not officially endorsed 
a candidate but has spoken 
supportively of Trump voiced 
a different opinion. Robert 
Jeffress, senior pastor of First 
Baptist Church in Dallas, told 
Baptist Press, “If you keep pok-
ing the bear, you shouldn’t be 
surprised when the bear takes 
a bite out of you.”

continued from page one
TANGLE

meet in there just to do a Bible 
study. Gore and Hoffman have 
been leading that for the last 
couple years.”

Last February First Baptist 
showed the Christian movie, 
“War Room,” during a Valen-
tine’s Day event. Some mem-
bers of the church invited the 
members of the Walnut Ridge 
High basketball team to come. 
Little did they know that the 
outreach would lead 
to two of the team’s 
members becoming in-
volved in the area-wide 
student-led revival that 
had already been tak-
ing place.

“They fed them 
pizza up here at the 
church, and the whole 
team came. Some of 
them brought their girlfriends; 
others brought their friends 
from school, and they watched 
the movie with us,” said 
Guenrich. “Then that next 
Wednesday night Flippo and 
Weir (both members of the 
team) … went over to a wor-
ship service at Central Baptist 
Church in Jonesboro. While 
they were there that night, the 
Lord got a’hold of their hearts. 
They came forward during the 
invitation of the service, re-
dedicated their lives to Christ 

and were baptized I think the 
next Sunday or the Sunday 
after that at Central Baptist in 
Jonesboro.”

Gore, the son of Williams 
Baptist College professor and 
ABN columnist Ken Gore, 
is a member of First Baptist. 
According to Guenrich, Hoff-
man is a member of a church 
in Portia.

“Flippo and Weir decided 
to start coming to Hoffman 
and Gore’s Bible study that 
is happening at the school 
on Thursdays at noon. They 

said, ‘This is awesome. 
We want to keep this 
going. We want to start 
a Bible study of our 
own outside of school 
time.’”

Guenrich said Flip-
po and Weir later start-
ed a Bible study at the 
home of First Baptist 
church members.

“They met on a Monday … 
I think they were going to start 
at 6:30 or something. At 6:25 
nobody was there except the 
two of them and two of their 
other buddies. About 5 min-
utes later the driveway and 
the street flooded with cars, 
and they had about 25 or 30 
students show up that night,” 
said Guenrich. “They talked to 
their friends about what God 
had done in their life and 
how to experience Christ. The 
Lord just began to start mov-

ing. They did their Bible study 
the next week at that church 
member’s home, and they had 
about 50 students come to 
study the Bible and pray that 
night. And they have contin-
ued to do this ever since then. 
A few of the nights during 
their Bible studies they have 
had people saved and people 
rededicate their lives to the 
Lord.”

Response by students con-
tinues to be nothing short of 
phenomenal, Guenrich said.

“There was one night in 
particular about four weeks 
ago when these two students 
were leading the Bible study 
and 20 of their classmates gave 
their lives to Christ. They have 
been sending them back to 
their home churches if their 
family goes to church any-
where. If not, they have been 
trying to get them plugged in 
up here at First Baptist in Wal-
nut Ridge, or Flippo and Weir 
have been taking them to Cen-
tral with them when they go 
on Sunday mornings,” he said.

Guenrich added that other 
students in Imboden and 
Hoxie, who heard about what 
was going on in Walnut Ridge 
through their friends, have 
now started Bible studies in 
their schools and surrounding 
areas.

One student who attends 
Sloan-Hendrix High School in 
Imboden got involved with the 

Bible studies in Walnut Ridge 
by playing guitar and leading 
worship, eventually deciding 
to start a Bible study at his 
own school.

“He realized he could be 
doing the 
same thing 
with students 
a t  S loan -
Hendrix … so 
he started a 
Bible study up 
there,” said 
G u e n r i c h . 
“They have 
about 40 stu-
dents coming 
to that Bible 
study.”

“Then down at Hoxie High 
School there is a Bible study 
called Teens Living for Christ; 
we shorten it to ‘T.L.C.,’” said 
Guenrich. 

“There is a teacher there 
named Melodie Murray; she 
is a member of a non-denom-
inational church up there in 
Pocahontas. About six years 
ago when I was serving as the 
youth pastor here at First Bap-
tist … she asked if they had a 
Bible study in her room if I’d 
be willing to come and be a 
support person, just do what-
ever I could to help them out 

and I said, ‘Sure,’” he said. “So 
that’s been going on for five or 
six years, and we would have 
at the most probably 25 or 30 
students coming to that on Fri-
days. But over the last three or 

four months 
we’ve seen 
that number 
grow from 25 
or 30 to prob-
ably 50 every 
week.”

Guenr i ch 
said, the “Lord 
has been mov-
ing” in Wal-
nut Ridge. He 
said that First 
Baptist bap-

tized 13 people on May 1, only 
five of whom were youth.

“People ask what’s going 
on. … Really all I can tell them 
is that God is moving. I’m 
not doing a whole lot of this 
directly. We just have a lot of 
people in our community who 
have been praying for revival 
and awakening in the schools 
and in our churches and the 
Lord is just doing that,” said 
Guenrich. 

“I don’t really know who 
else to attribute it to but Him.”

Contact Caleb Yarbrough at 
caleb@arkansasbaptist.org.

continued from page one
REVIVAL

Guenrich



May 19, 20168 

small like most rural churches.
“A few of these urban 

church plants may grow into 
mega-churches. But the vast 
majority of church plants that 
mature to self-support and self-
governance will be similar in 
size to other SBC churches,” 
said Crosby.

Crosby also addressed the 
idea that NAMB’s church 
planting initiatives may in 
some way discourage or make 
difficult the church planting 
efforts of local congregations.

 “The church-planting that 
is being initiated by our North 
American Mission Board in 
32 ‘Send Cities’ does not pre-
clude or prevent all kinds of 
church-planting by local con-
gregations with the help of 
our Baptist connections. … 
Church planting in our tradi-
tional Baptist territory should 
continue unabated in part-
nership with associations and 
state conventions as well as 
NAMB,” he said.

Greear said that while the 
SBC is made up of churches of 
all shapes and sizes, churches 
with 200 members or less are 
often the frontrunners in set-
ting an example for how to get 
their entire congregations in-
volved and engaged in sharing 
the gospel.

“Probably the biggest dan-
ger in being part of a larger 
church is how easily you can 
lose that sense of personal 
responsibility for evangelism. 
Smaller churches tend to be 

leaders for all of us in putting 
the focus on an empowered 
laity, rather than a professional 
clergy,” said Greear.

“Our entities have to ask 
the question of how they can 
best facilitate the evangelism, 
missions and church planting 
work of the churches – all of 
them, not just a few of the larg-
er ones. If our entities aim to 
do missions and church plant-
ing and theological training for 
the churches, then big church-
es will always be favored. But 
if our entities see their role as 
assisting churches in church 
planting, evangelism, training 
and missions, then every single 
church has an indispensable 
role,” he said.

Accountability in the SBC
In light of recent headlines 

revolving around the Interna-
tional Mission Board (IMB) 
and its past leadership’s ques-
tionable stewardship of finan-
cial resources, many South-
ern Baptists are asking if the 
SBC’s entities and leadership 
are being transparent enough. 
The ABN asked the three prob-
able candidates their feelings 
on the current state of trans-
parency in the SBC.

Gaines wrote that all South-
ern Baptists who question the 
SBC’s entities and their leader-
ship should do so in a Christ-
like fashion and make their 
voice heard through attending 
the convention’s annual meet-
ing and voting for the presi-
dential candidate that best 
represents their views.

“The SBC president ap-
points the Committee on 
Committees that appoints the 

Nominating Committee that 
appoints all the trustees that 
are over all SBC entities. Thus, 
the president that is elected 
directly determines who the 
trustees will be,” wrote Gaines. 
“SBC messengers must elect 
the right trustees to diligently 
monitor all that goes on in 
our SBC entities. SBC entities 
must share with all Southern 
Baptists what is transpiring in 
their ministries and be com-
pletely transparent. All SBC 
entities answer to SBC church-
es, not vice versa.”

Crosby wrote that he be-
lieves the IMB has functioned 
in recent years “under the mis-
taken notion that we could 
hasten and even force the re-
turn of Christ by taking the 
gospel to every people group 
on earth.”

“I do wish that I had been 
told as a pastor that the IMB 
was funding operations by 
selling assets and tapping re-
serve accounts. I did not know. 
That, too, was short-sighted,” 
said Crosby. “Our new IMB 

leadership should regularly 
report to our churches the 
income and expenses of their 
work. I would like to know 
if and when we are falling 
behind. I hope that we will 
keep the pastors and churches 
informed so that the wide-
ranging discussions about our 
cooperative work may proceed 
with clear understanding and 
full disclosure from all our en-
tities.”

Greear said that he believes 
that current SBC processes ad-

vocate proper transparency of 
the Convention’s entities.

“I believe our trustee ac-
countability process is solid, 
and I trust the measures insti-
tuted by SBC messengers for 
oversight of the SBC’s entities. 
Of course, if the messengers 
think they need more informa-
tion about anything, they are 
free to ask and should not be 
discouraged from doing so,” 
said Greear.

Contact Caleb Yarbrough at 
caleb@arkansasbaptist.org.

continued from page 3
LEAD

ABN Podcast 49 - Williams Baptist celebrates 75 years
Margaret Colson
Arkansas Baptist News

WALNUT RIDGE – In the  
Arkansas Baptist News (ABN) 
Podcast 49, host Bill Bumpas 
talks with Tom Jones, presi-
dent of Williams Baptist Col-
lege in Walnut Ridge since 
2012, about the college’s 75th 
anniversary.

During the 12-minute pod-
cast, the two discuss the im-
portance and benefits of cel-
ebrating the school’s 75 years. 
The history includes many 
years of struggle and sacrifice, 
such as the loss of the school’s 
first building in Pocahontas 
through a fire, and also many 
years where leaders celebrated 
“provisional act(s) of God,” 

such as the gift of a decom-
missioned flying school and 
acreage in Walnut Ridge to 
replace the loss of the original 
building. 

“It (the property) is an 
asset we enjoy today. We are 
constantly aware that this is 
something God gave us, and 
my predecessors have done a 
great job of building a first-

class campus,” said Jones.
Reviewing the school’s 

history “has given us a sense 
(that) we’re part of something 
way bigger than this little sliver 
of time we’re responsible for,” 
he said.

Through the years, the 
founders’ original vision of 

See PODCAST page 10
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ABCHomes ‘Attire 2 Inspire’ fashion show raises $45,000
LITTLE ROCK – Countless 
needy and neglected Arkansas 
children and teens were re-
cently given an opportunity to 
have a safe and loving home, 
thanks, in part, to hundreds of 
generous Arkansans.  

The Attire 2 Inspire fash-
ion show lit up Noah’s Event 
Center in Little Rock April 29, 
raising more than $45,000 for 
Arkansas Baptist Children’s 
Homes and Family Ministries 
(ABCHomes). 

As 17 models strutted the 
catwalk during the charity gala, 
smiles, cheers and waves were 
abundant. Eleven models from 
the Baptist Home for Children 
in Monticello and six models 
from the Boys Ranch in Har-
rison wore spring fashions do-
nated by Belk of Little Rock. 

“The fashion show was so 
fun,” said April,* a Baptist 
Home resident. “Thanks to ev-
eryone who made it possible.”

The show, attended by 
more than 100 ABCHomes 
supporters, was sponsored by 
many generous donors, includ-
ing event sponsor Crain Auto-
motive Team. More than 50 
volunteers helped in hair and 
make up, decorating, serving 
the meals and cleanup.

Masters of ceremonies 
were Scott Inman, former 
Little Rock TV personality, 
and Katie Bailey Harris, Miss 
Arkansas 2007.  The duo 
charmed the crowd with their 
wit and lightheartedness with 
the ABCHomes models, all of 
whom wooed the crowds.

A highlight of the event 

was a musical/sign language 
presentation by four Baptist 
Home elementary-age sisters. 
Former Baptist Home resident 
Nikki Shell shared her testimo-
ny of how ABCHomes offered 
her and her three siblings a 
safe and loving home. Shell 
and her three teenage siblings 
were adopted last year.

The event also featured 
music by violinist Jillian Col-
clasure of Bryant and a live 
auction.  

“It was an amazing evening 
of fun and fashion,” said Stella 
Prather, ABCHomes director 
of communications. “I believe 
the event helped bring aware-
ness of ABCHomes to many 
people in Central Arkansas, 
but most importantly the 
event raised funds that will 

help us continue to make a dif-
ference in the lives of children 
and families in crisis.”

ABCHomes has been car-
ing for children and families 
in crisis since 1894. Last year,  

ABCHomes impacted the lives 
of more than 300 residents 
that come to ABCHomes from 
situations of severe abuse, 
abandonment or neglect.

*Name changed

A young man models clothing during the ABCHomes Attire 2 Inspire fashion show 
which raised money for the ministries associated with the organization.

Ark. Baptist communicators recognized with awards
Margaret Colson
Arkansas Baptist News

DAVIS, Okla. – Arkansas Bap-
tist communicators have been 
recognized by Baptist Com-
municators Association (BCA) 
with a total of nine awards for 
their excellence in communi-
cations.

At the BCA annual meet-
ing held in Davis, Okla., 
April 13-16, Arkansas Bap-
tists garnered the awards for a  
variety of communications 
specialties, including: writing, 
developing public relations/
development campaigns and 
designing publications and 
special displays.

The awards presented to  
Arkansas Baptists were:

Third Place, Total Public 
Relations or Development 
Campaign, Memories Made 
Here, Stella Prather, Arkansas 
Baptist Children’s Homes and 
Family Ministries. 

Third Place, Feature Writ-
ing, 750-1,500 words, “While 
We’re Waiting” Grief Ministry, 
Trennis Henderson, Ouachita 
Baptist University (OBU).

Third Place, Promotional 
and Advertising Copy, Memo-
ries Made Here, Stella Prather, 
Arkansas Baptist Children’s 
Homes and Family Ministries.

Second Place, Special Dis-
play, Bill Vining Legacy Wall, 
Brooke Zimny, OBU. 

Second Place, Brochure, 
Chinese Recruiting Brochure, 
Rene Zimny, OBU. 

Second Place, Magazine 
Cover, The Ouachita Circle, 

Fall 2015, Rene Zimny, OBU.
Second Place, Poster or 

Flyer, A Festival of Christmas, 
Rene Zimny, OBU. 

Second Place, Specialty 
Item, Dr. Jack’s Coffeehouse 
Packaging, Office of Commu-
nications, OBU. 

Third Place, Print Publica-
tion, Other, #OuachitaBound 
Acceptance Packet, Office of 
Communications, OBU.

“Refreshingly simple and 
impactful,’’ wrote one BCA 
judge about Ouachita’s Accep-
tance Packet. “I love how the 
poster unfolds to tell a story 
and narrate the experience.”

Another judge wrote this 
evaluation of the grief ministry 
story: “Great use of language. 

Successfully told a story that 
was unique, then tied others 
into it to create a community. 
Well done.”

“Our Office of Communi-
cations staff at Ouachita al-
ways is grateful to be honored 
by our professional peers as we 
seek to communicate Ouachi-
ta’s mission and message to 
our constituents. We value 
our relationships with fellow  
Baptist communicators and 
enjoy the opportunity to en-
courage and support one an-
other professionally and per-
sonally,” said Henderson, vice 
president for communications 
at Ouachita Baptist University.

Contact Margaret Colson at 
margaret@arkansasbaptist.org.

HARDWICK RETIRES AFTER 22 YEARS – Lyndon Finney, president of the 
Arkansas Baptist News (ABN) board of directors, presents Becky Hardwick, ABN busi-
ness manager, with a plaque recognizing her 22 years of service with the newspaper 
during April 21 ABN board of directors meeting. Hardwick retired May 6.
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providing a Christian univer-
sity in northeast Arkansas has 
remained steadfast, said the 
president.

“Always in the forefront (of 
all that the college does) is our 
Christian purpose. That really 
is part and parcel of who we 
are. We never get away from 
that. Absolutely it’s part of 
who we are and what drives 
us,” he said.

In 1968, Williams Baptist 
College officially became a 
part of the “family of institu-
tions owned and operated by 
the Arkansas Baptist State 
Convention. … We are a Co-
operative Program ministry 
of the Arkansas Baptist State 
Convention,” said Jones, 

noting his thankfulness for 
and desire to strengthen the  
relationship with the conven-
tion.  

Several activities are 
planned through the remain-
der of 2016 to highlight the 
75th anniversary, including 
both a spring and fall convoca-
tion with special speakers and 
culminating with homecoming 
in November, “highlighting 
the sacrifice and faith of the 
people who started the college 
and celebrating the impact it’s 
had on literally thousands of 
lives,” said Jones.

To listen, go to arkansasbap-
tist.org/podcast.

For more information 
about Williams Baptist Col-
lege, visit the website wbcoll.
edu. 

Contact Margaret Colson at 
margaret@arkansasbaptist.org.

Volunteers are key ingredient 
to Camp Paron ongoing ministry
PARON – Nestled on 200-
plus acres near the Ouachita 
National Forest, Camp Paron 
has served as a location for 
spiritual and physical rejuvena-
tion for many years. Churches 
and groups come for every-
thing from camps and confer-
ences to retreats and family 
reunions, enjoying amenities 
like a campfire pit, prayer gar-
den, chapel, basketball court, 
Frisbee golf course, hiking 
trails, snack shack, pool and 
much more.

But keeping the camp run-
ning is a lot of work. That’s 
where volunteers come into 
play.

Sherrie Hoogendoorn, who 
helps run the camp, said the 
staff is in the “beginning stag-
es of organization and expan-
sion” of Camp Paron’s volun-
teer program.

“Volunteers play a vitally 
important role in camp min-
istry,” said Hoogendoorn, 
whose husband, John, became 
camp manager in January 2015 
after the retirement of the pre-
vious staff.

The couple runs the camp 
with the help of Samantha 
Tischer, assistant manager at 
the camp.

Hoogendoorn noted that 
volunteering incorporates not 
only the physical aspects – like 
construction work, office work 
and housekeeping – but also 
spiritual aspects.

“As they complete projects 
and needs on campus, these 
(volunteers) are often the 
people who are committed 

to keeping our camp, guests 
and staff covered in prayer,” 
she said, noting people of all 
ages volunteer, each providing 
something unique.

“The retired volunteer pro-
vides a foundation of wisdom 
and stability for the often cha-
otic camp world,” she said. 
“The younger volunteer is 
being taught the joy of serving 
others in a biblical way. For 
many, this service is the begin-
ning of what will become a life 
pattern.”

Hoogendoorn added that 
sometimes volunteers come 
with a group, and other times 
they come as couples or indi-
viduals.

She said groups generally 
come for a specific time pe-
riod – ranging from a day to a 
week or more – to accomplish 
a specific task. Couples and 
individuals can serve in either 
a short-term or an ongoing ca-
pacity.

Last year, a youth group 
from Texas teamed up with 
youth and adults from Geyer 
Springs First Baptist Church, 
Little Rock to help with spring 
cleaning, expand the camp’s 
store and install a “human 
foosball court,” said Hoogen-
doorn.

The project was part of the 
church’s annual Barnabas 
Project, said Patrick Henry, 
community missions pastor at 
Geyer Springs.

“We had 700-plus volun-
teers serving at 27 different 
projects on the same day,” 
he said. “We (Geyer Springs) 

feel it’s important to serve 
our community.  The idea is 
that we serve in areas that do 
not directly benefit us (Geyer 
Springs).”

Among other past volun-
teers at Camp Paron is Ben 
Adair, who attends Indian 
Springs Baptist Church in 
Bryant. Adair organized his 
Scout troop to complete a 
hiking trail as his Eagle Scout 
project. Also, a Campers on  
Mission team came in Sep-
tember to help with mowing, 
building shelves, painting, 
sewing and more. In addition, 
volunteers Joe and Carolyn 
Loghry generally spend a night 
or two each week helping at 
the camp in whatever ways are 
needed.

“We would love to grow 
the number of volunteers that 
spend time with us on a con-
sistent basis,” Hoogendoorn 
said.

A variety of projects are cur-
rently in-process at the camp, 
including the enclosure of a 
large pavilion that will pro-
vide more meeting space, al-
lowing Camp Paron to host 
more groups simultaneously. 
In addition, the camp’s prayer 
garden is in need of ongoing 
maintenance.

“The list can go on and on 
of service areas,” she said. “We 
are praying for willing bodies 
and a heart of serving the Lord 
in camping ministry.”

Currently volunteers are 
housed either in the camp’s 
hotel or guest house – when 
not being used by guests – or 

in an RV space.
As the camp’s volunteer 

ministry is expanded, addi-
tional provisions for volun-
teers will be likewise expand-
ed, such as additional RV 
spaces and, in the more dis-
tant future, housing dedicated 
specifically to volunteers, said 
Hoogendoorn.

“It is a blessing for Arkansas 
Baptists to have servants who 
are the caliber of John and 

Sherrie,” Greg Addison, Ar-
kansas Baptist State Conven-
tion associate executive direc-
tor, said of the Hoogendoorns. 

“They are the kind of ser-
vant leaders that people love 
to work alongside to make 
Camp Paron an incredible 
retreat center for every group 
that comes there to spend time 
with Jesus. We are grateful for 
them and glad they are on our 
team.”

ABN Father of Year entry deadline June 1
PERHAPS he’s the man who 
taught you to be a spiritual 
leader. Maybe he’s a grandfa-
ther to all the children at your 
church.  

Whatever form they take, 
fatherly figures in our lives 
deserve respect and honor. 
That is why the Arkansas Bap-
tist News (ABN) holds its A 
Tribute to Godly Fathers essay 
contest.

June 1 is the deadline for Fa-
ther of the Year entries, so it’s 
time to grab a pen and paper 
– or pull out your computer – 
and tell us why that person in 
your life deserves the title of 

Father of the Year! 
Writers are asked to submit 

a brief tribute (300 words or 
less) about their own father or 
another worthy parental fig-
ure they know. The honoree’s 
full name and church home, 
as well as the phone number 
and email address of the sub-
mitter, must be included with 
the tribute. 

The person nominated 
must be a current member of 
an Arkansas Southern Baptist 
church.

A Father of the Year will 
be selected based on entries. 
The winner will be announced 

in our ABN issue prior to Fa-
ther’s Day. The winner will be 
chosen based on the parental 
qualities and godliness of the 
honoree and inspiration and 
readability of the essay submit-
ted.

The ABN will recognize the 
winner with a special gift.

Remember, Father of the 
Year tributes must be received 
in the ABN office no later 
than June 1.

Send tributes to Arkansas 
Baptist News, 10 Remington 
Drive, Little Rock, AR 72204 
or email them to jeanie@ar-
kansasbaptist.org.

Winfred Cox (left), and Charles Langham paint the offices at Camp Paron. Cox and 
his wife, Clarice, organized 30 Campers on Mission volunteers to spend a week to 
work various projects on campus.



www.arkansasbaptist.org 11   

Members of the Nominating Committee for the 2016 Arkansas Baptist State Convention invite Arkansas Baptists to submit names of persons to that committee to consider when they 
bring the convention nominations for state committees and boards. This recommendation will not insure nomination, but the committee will consider each recommendation. The 
committee will not contact any person recommended until they approve the nominations. The Nominating Committee will hold its first meeting in June and needs all recommendations 
no later than June 1. Members of the committee are:  Jeff Paxton, Chairman; Bill Bowen, J.D. Neeley, Paul White, Kelly Jones, Don Phillips, Ralph Mashburn, Phillip Smith, and Brian 

Leadership Profile for 2016 ABSC Nominating Committee

Whitney.

SILOAM SPRINGS – Caleb 
Reynolds pointed the flam-
ing skewer toward his open 
mouth. The fire burned up 
the rod toward Caleb’s hand. 
Quickly dipping the fire to the 
back of his throat, he closed 
his lips around the flaming 
skewer and put the fire out.  

“Man! That was awesome!” 
he exclaimed, after pulling the 
skewer from his mouth. Camp 
worship leader and college stu-
dent at Arkansas Tech, Reyn-
olds had eaten fire for the first 
time. The fire-eating teacher 
was Gene “Bubba” Wright, 
speaker at Camp Siloam’s Sp-
roing, a children’s retreat held 
April 8-10. 

“OK, now you have to 
promise me that you won’t do 
that (eating fire) for pride and 
show,” said Wright to Reyn-
olds. “You’ve got to use it to 
share Jesus!”

“I promise,” said Reynolds. 
Later that night, Wright and 
Reynolds talked about how 

people who are on fire for the 
Word of God use their mouths 
to help others become on fire 
for the Word of God. 

Wright, an evangelist with 
“The Bubba Adventure – It’s 
All 4 Him,” from Houston, 
Texas, uses object lessons, such 
as fire, to help campers under-
stand and remember God’s 
truth.  

“When the people went out 
to see Jesus, what did they go 
to see?” asked Wright. “They 
went to see miracles.” When 
people arrived, Jesus used ob-
ject lessons such as water, birds 
and fields to teach. 

“When I preach, if people 
can see something, then that’s 
a whole lot better than them 
simply listening to me,” he 
said.

“The preacher, Bubba, 
taught Jonah and the whale 
from inside a big balloon,” 
said Travis Blackerby, a camper 
from Second Baptist Church 
in Jacksonville. “He did this 

to show, with meaning, what 
actually happened. It [the bal-
loon] acts like the belly of a 
whale.”  

“Bubba’s object lessons help 
you stay focused on the mes-
sage. You saw everyone paying 
attention and no one looking 
around,” said Blackerby.

Lilly Sauls, another camper 
from Second Baptist Church 
in Jacksonville, was saved at 
Camp Siloam two years ago. 
Last year Sauls responded to 
a call to baptism. This year at 
Sproing, Sauls heard Wright’s 
message to take the gospel to 
the world through his fire ob-
ject lesson. 

“I saw how he got fire on his 
tongue and how that was an 
example of telling others about 
Jesus,” she said.

“Lilly is a great example of 
our mission to help young 
people understand their iden-
tity in Jesus Christ, purpose in 
God’s kingdom and His mis-
sion for the world,” said Jason 

Wilkie, executive director at 
Camp Siloam.

“Object lessons are very 
important for teaching chil-
dren,” said Carmen Hooper, 
Team Kid leader from First 
Baptist in Garfield. Camp Si-
loam asked Wright to speak to 
children’s leaders about using 
object lessons in teaching.  

“Because we are volunteers, 

we always appreciate the leader 
time. We came away with sev-
eral ideas for how to teach our 
children,” said Hooper.

Sixty-six campers attended 
Sproing from six churches 
throughout Arkansas. Ten 
campers made professions of 
faith, and four campers made 
recommitments to following 
Jesus.

Object lessons teach Jesus at Camp Siloam’s ‘Sproing’

Destiny Kassing (right), of First Baptist Church, Garfield, high fives a friend during 
one of the many activities during the ‘Sproing’ children’s camp. Ten campers made 
professions of faith during the camp.
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Looking to fill a staff position at your church? 

C l a s s i f i e d s
PASTOR

FBC accepting applications full-time 
pastor. Letter/resume to First Baptist 
Church P.O. Box 789 Marshall, AR 72650 
email: mfbcoffice@gmail.com.

Bi-vocational senior pastor posi-
tion at Reynolds Park Baptist Church, P.O. 
Box 1828, Paragould, AR 72451, reynold-
sparkbaptist@gmail.com. Mail or email 
resume to Attn: Search Committee. 

First Baptist Church, Gillham, is seeking 
a full-time pastor. Please send resumes 
to Pastor Search Committee, c/o Vona 
McKinley, 332 Pendergrass Road, Horatio, 
AR 71842.

  OTHER STAFF POSITIONS

Mountain Top Cowboy Church, Heber 
Springs, is looking for a bi-vocational 
worship leader to play the acoustic 
guitar and lead our congregation in sing-
ing country flavored old hymns. Interest-
ed candidates may contact church office, 
call 501-365-3690.

Eagle Heights Baptist Church is ac-
cepting resumes for a full-time stu-
dent pastor. Send resumes to EHBC, 
703 E. Walters, Harrison, AR 72601 or 
email to ehbcadmin@eagleheightshar-
rison.org. Job description is available at 
ehbcharrison.org.

FBC McRae seeking bi-vocational 

minister of youth. Interested par-
ties please submit your resumes via email 
to kfowler2123@yahoo.com or by mail 
to FBC McRae, 703 E Second St., McRae, 
AR 72102.  Person applying needs to be 
available Sundays (morning and evening),  
Wednesday evenings and other times for 
various youth activities, including camps in 
the summer. 

F/T worship pastor sought to lead 
blended worship in conservative, reformed 
SBC in Bartlesville, OK. (www.highland-
parkbaptist.net). Choir conducting, media 
skills preferred. Send resume to office@
highlandparkbaptist.net.

Tallowood Baptist Church, Houston, 
Texas, is seeking a dynamic minister 
to serve a diverse, metropolitan, 

student community. Responsibilities 
include leadership and supervision of as-
sociate staff and development of a creative 
and biblically based ministry to students. 
A minimum of 5 years experience in stu-
dent ministry is required and experience 
serving multiple high schools is strongly 
preferred. Formal theological training re-
quired. Resumes may be sent to smsearch@ 
tallowood.org. 

Soaring Wings Christian Home and 
Ranch seeks a Christian couple as full-time 
house parents to provide long-term care 
for seven to 10 children, including own, in 
a Christ-centered home. For more informa-
tion, email jason@soaringwingsranch.com 
or visit www.swranch.org.  

Southern Heights Baptist Church, Ber-

ryville, is seeking a full-time wor-
ship leader. Please send resumes to 
Personnel Committee, 279 Highway 221 
S., Berryville, AR 72616 or shbc@shbc.
arcoxmail.com. Website: http://www.
myshbc.net.  

Bear Creek Springs Baptist Church is 
seeking a full-time student pastor. 
Those interested should send a resume to 
Bear Creek Springs Baptist Church, Attn: 
Senior Pastor, 179 Devito Loop, Harrison, 
AR 72601.

MISCELLANEOUS
Ken Jordan is now available for reviv-

als and supply. Call 501-472-1081.

Visit arkansasbaptist.org/ad to submit your classified!

Obituaries

Retha Kay Kilmer, 54, died 
May 5 after a 
long battle with 
cancer.  

Kilmer was 
a graduate of 
Ouachita Bap-
tist University 
in Arkadelphia 

with a bachelor’s and master’s 
in music education.

She was preceded in death 
by her parents and an infant 
brother. She is survived by a 
brother.

Kilmer taught public school 
music for 29 years, with 23 
of those being in the Mal-
vern School District. She was 
named “Southwest Arkansas 
Choral Director of the Year” 
in 2004-2005 and 2011-2012. 
Her teaching helped many 
students to develop a love 
for music, to receive college 
scholarships in music, and to 
pursue careers in school and 
church music.

She served on several 
church staffs throughout her 
teen and adult years, and at 
the time of her death, she 
had served as pianist at First 
Baptist Church of Sherwood 
for 22 years and was also the 
handbell director.

She was an important part 
of the Arkansas Baptist State 
Convention’s music min-
istry, serving as state hand-
bell consultant, an officer 
and keyboard player for the 
Master’Singers, the registrar 
and assistant director of Joy-
Works and PraiseWorks wor-
ship arts camps, and accompa-
nist at PraizFest state student 

choir event. She had a lasting 
influence on many young peo-
ple through those events.

A memorial service was 
held May 14 at First Baptist 
Church of Sherwood. A spe-
cial tribute service was held 
May 15 at First Baptist Church 
in Malvern. 

Allen Drew Peebles, 65, 
of Gravel Ridge 
died May 7. 

P e e b l e s 
served in the 
U.S. Army for 
nine years be-
fore he became 
a pastor.

He was pastor of Mandev-
ille Baptist Church in Texar-
kana for 16 years. He was serv-
ing as an associate pastor at 
First Baptist Church in Gravel 
Ridge at the time of his death.

He is survived by his wife 
of 47 years, Phyllis, of Gravel 
Ridge, a son, a daughter, eight 
grandchildren, his mother and 
five sisters.

A memorial service was 
held May 12 at First Baptist 
Church in Gravel Ridge, fol-
lowed by a graveside service at 
Childers Cemetery in DeWitt.

Billy Wayne Burks, 62, of 
White Hall, died April 19 at 
Jefferson Regional Medical 
Center in Pine Bluff.

Burks was pastor of Whis-
pering Pines Cowboy Church 
in Pine Bluff. He also served 
as pastor of South Pine Wood 
in Pine Bluff, Kearney Baptist 
Church in Redfield and Dan-
iel Chapel in Dumas.

He was preceded in death 
by a son and six brothers.

Survivors include his wife, 
Hallie Gerard Burks, two 
daughters, two sisters and six 
grandchildren.

A memorial service was 
held April 22 at Whispering 
Pines Cowboy Church.

George Wayne Rutherford, 
84, of Judsonia died April 25 
at Oakdale Nursing Home in 
Judsonia.

Rutherford had served as a 
disaster relief volunteer for the 
Arkansas Baptist State Con-
vention.

He retired from the U.S. 
Air Force with 30 years of ser-
vice. He earned a bachelor’s 
degree from Arkansas State 
University in Jonesboro and 
taught computer classes in 
Little Rock. 

He was a member of First 
Baptist Church, Judsonia, 
where he served as a deacon, 
choir member and taught Sun-
day school classes for many 
years.     

He enjoyed gardening and 
was an avid reader. He is sur-
vived by his wife of 62 years, 

Sue Bennett Rutherford, two 
sons and two grandchildren. 

Alva Clarence “Al” West 
II, 73, outreach 
pastor at Pleas-
ant Hill Baptist 
Church in Baux-
ite (Sardis Com-
munity), died 
April 25.

West earned 
a bachelor’s degree from John 
Brown University and worked 
many years in Northwest Ar-
kansas. 

Most recently, he and his 
wife, Nelda, were hunger site 
coordinators with the Arkan-
sas Baptist State Convention. 

His humanitarian service 
included the Comprehensive 
Employment and Training 
Act, the Job Training Partner-
ship Act, FORGE and the Of-
fice of Human Concern. 

He was a veteran of both 
the U.S. Marine Corps and 
the U.S. Army, last serving 
in the peace-keeping forces in 
Eastern Europe, retiring as a 
Sergeant First Class (E-7).

He was preceded in death 
by his first wife, Sharon Jea-
nette West.

He is survived by his wife, 
Nelda West, two daughters, a 
stepson and stepdaughter, a 
granddaughter, a grandson, a 
great-grandson and a sister.

Funeral services were held 
April 28 at Pleasant Hill Bap-
tist Church, Bauxite. 

Interment with military 
honors was April 29 at Mt. 
Pleasant Cemetery in Hiwasse. 

A memorial service was 
held April 30 at First Baptist 
Church in Judsonia. 
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Sarabel Leech, 96, of Ben-
ton died May 1. 

Leech was 
preceded in 
death by her 
husband, John 
D. Leech, whom 
she married in 
1988. She was 

baptized at age 10 and joined 
First Baptist Church, Benton, 
where she served as organist 
for 54 years.  

Leech attended Ouachita 
Baptist College (now Ouachi-
ta Baptist University) in Arka-
delphia and earned a master’s 
degree from the University of 
Arkansas in Fayetteville. 

She taught business educa-
tion at Benton High School 
from 1943-1979. She is sur-
vived by a stepson and a step-
daughter. 

Funeral services were held 
May 3 at First Baptist Church 
in Benton, followed by burial 
at Old Rosemont Cemetery in 
Benton.

Flooring
Floors & More, Inc.
21286 Interstate 30
Benton, AR 72019
501-316-0267  FAX: 501-316-2533
Email: sales@floorsandmorear.com
www.floorsandmorear.com
Consultation/Statewide Services/Commercial 
Flooring/Carpet Squares/Gym Floors 

Kitchen Equipment
& Supplies
Aimco Equipment Co. 
10001 Colonel Glenn Rd.
Little Rock, AR 72204
501-228-0808

Lighting & Sound
American AVL
800-352-7222
Little Rock/Jackson/Ruston/New 
Orleans
Audio, Video, & Lighting Systems & 
Equipment
Ask about our free site needs AVL review

Playgrounds
Rusty Peoples 
rusty@peopleslandscaping.com
479-769-0580, (toll-free) 866-388-
1365 
Quality park-playground equip, surfacing & 
shades
Free design consultations
www.heartlandparks.com

Baptistries/Steeples
Construction Sales Co., Inc.
P.O. Box 1049
Magnolia, AR 71753-1049
800-526-9663  FAX: 870-234-6475
Also laminated wood arches, beams and decking 

Church Facility Planner
Sowell Architects
1315 North Street, Suite 100
Conway, AR  72034
501-450-9633 FAX: 501-450-7228
Email: rik@sowellarchitects.com
www.sowellarchitects.com
Master planning, site analysis
and all architectural services

Church Insurance
Michael B. Russell, MA, MBA
Member, Cross Church, Springdale
Mike Russell & Associates
P.O. Box 709, Bentonville, AR 72712
877-715-5336, 479-657-6369 fax
www.protectmychurch.org   
AR Ins. Lic. #185726
Non-profit - Church - Commercial - Employee 
Benefits

James Greene & Associates
800-422-3384
www.jamesgreeneins.com
James Greene & Associates represents 
Brotherhood Mutual Insurance, a national leader 
insuring churches in alliance with GuideStone. 
Call today or go online for property, liability, 
auto and worker’s comp quotes!
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ACROSS ARKANSAS

Obituaries John L. Donar, 80, of 
Greenbrier died April 20. 

He is survived by his wife 
of 57 years, Alice Donar, two 
sons, one daughter, a brother 
and nine grandchildren.

Donar had served as church 
administrator at CrossPoint 
Baptist Church in Greenbrier. 

He had a focus on missions 
his entire life. He spent time 
with Wycliff Bible translators, 
volunteering on mission fields 
around the world installing 
phone systems for schools and 
hospitals.

Donar served 26 years in 
the Coast Guard Auxiliary in 
Little Rock as captain. A me-
morial service was held May 7 
at Woodland Heights Baptist 
Church in Conway.

Harold Edgar O'Bryan, 90, 
of Cabot died 
April 27.                                    

O ’ B r y a n 
served in the  
U. S. Army 
during World 
War II and was 
a graduate of 

Ouachita Baptist University in 
Arkadelphia and New Orleans 

Baptist Theological Seminary 
in New Orleans, La.

O’Bryan was pastor of 
Wilmot Baptist Church in 
Wilmot, Pine Grove Baptist 
Church in the Sweet Home 
community of Pulaski County, 
and Dermott Baptist Church, 
Dermott, before serving as pas-
tor of First Baptist Church in 
Cabot from 1964-1974.  

He was preceded in death 
by his wife, Mary Jo Hankins 
O'Bryan, a grandson, two 
brothers and four sisters. He is 
survived by four children and 
six grandchildren.

Funeral services were 
held April 30 at First Baptist 
Church in Cabot. Interment 
was held May 2 at Mt. Carmel 
Cemetery in Cabot. 

For more Across Arkansas news
visit arkansasbaptist.org

Church life

Dave Hughey is serving as 
lead pastor of Geyer Springs 
First Baptist Church, Little 
Rock. A special installation 
service was held at 9:30 and 
11 a.m. on May 15, followed by 
a church-wide picnic at 5 p.m. 
Hughey previously served as 
youth pastor and associate pas-
tor at the church.

Watson Chapel Baptist 
Church, Pine Bluff, will host 
a free gospel concert at 6:30 
p.m. on Sunday, May 22, fea-

turing The Holcomb Family, 
The Kinsmen, The Poes and 
special guest Brett Stewart. A 
freewill offering will be taken.

Linwood Baptist Church, 
Pine Bluff, held a deacon ordi-
nation service on May 29 for 
Lukus Mitchell.

Ordination

Michael Grubbs is now 
serving as senior pastor of 
First Baptist Church, Valley 
Springs.

Ken Jerome has completed 
an Intentional Interim Min-
istry at First Baptist Church, 
Valley Springs.

Gerald W. Nash Jr. received 
a master of theological studies 
degree on May 6 from South-
western Baptist Theologi-
cal Seminary in Fort Worth, 
Texas. Nash serves as pastor to 
older singles and pastoral care 
minister at Second Baptist 
Church in Conway.

On the move

Howard Moser honored for 65 
years of service as Guion deacon

Johnny Conyers (right), pastor of 
Guion Baptist Church, Guion, and S.D. 
Hacker (left), associational missionary 
for Rocky Bayou Baptist Association, 
Franklin, present Howard Moser a 
plaque recognizing him for 65 years 
of service as a deacon at Guion Baptist 
Church, Guion.

GUION – Howard Moser was 
recognized April 10 for 65 
years of service as a deacon at 
Guion Baptist Church, Guion.

During a brief ceremony 
conducted by Johnny Conyers, 
pastor of Guion Baptist, S.D. 
Hacker, associational mission-
ary for Rocky Bayou Baptist 
Association, Franklin, encour-
aged those in attendance to 
be faithful in their Christian 
service and witness as Moser 
had been.

Moser was presented a 
plaque that read, “In Recog-
nition, Howard Moser, for 
65 years of Faithful, Loving, 
Christian Service as Deacon 
at Guion Baptist Church, 
Guion, Arkansas.”

WALNUT RIDGE - Wil-
liams Baptist College 
(WBC) presented its 2016 
Founders Awards to Hay-
ley Overbay of Jonesboro 
and Edward Harthorn of 
College City at the col-
lege’s annual graduates 
luncheon May 6.

Founders Award win-
ners are selected from 
each graduating class at 
Williams. Recipients are 
chosen by a vote of the fac-
ulty and administration as 
outstanding representa-
tives of the college and its 
ideals. 

Overbay, who had a 
double-major in psychol-
ogy and biology, is the 
daughter of Clarence and 
Sharon Overbay. Har-
thorn, a history major, 
is the son of Steven and 
Cathy Harthorn. 

Overbay, Harthorn
win WBC Founders
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Media Minds
Excerpts from pluggedin.comFaith&Family “Train up a child in the way he 

should go, and when he is old he 
will not depart from it...”

 Proverbs 22:6 (NKJV)

For full reviews on these and other 
movies, visit pluggedin.com

“The Jungle Book” de-
livers a rollicking, breath-
taking update to a beloved 
story about a boy and his re-
markable — unlikely — com-
panions. (They’re brought 
to life with computer ani-
mation.) And their adven-
ture reinforces important 
themes about what it means 
to be family, love one an-
other, resist temptation and 
sacrifice our own desires 
when necessary for the good 
of others.

‘The Jungle Book’

Let’s face facts: The 
moviemakers in Holly-
wood haven’t been very 
kind to kids’ video games. 
(Or video games in gen-
eral, for that matter.) 
Can you think of a single 
game-based pic that made 
you think, “Oooh, I gotta 
take the kids to that one”? 
“Ratchet & Clank,” howev-
er, might just get you there. 
It’s a fast-paced, action-
heavy origin story linked to 
the last 14 years of the fran-
chise’s games. And it even 
attempts to strike a kid-
friendly balance up on the 
big screen. ... The “dream 
big and do the right thing” 
encouragements will leave 
kids feeling inspired and 
parents nodding pleas-
antly. Compare that to 
some of the other things 
that might blast the kids 
at a matinee while making 
mom spit out her soda in a 
spray. Well, it’s a Lombax-
ian dream, for sure.

‘Ratchet & Clank’

Baby Jake: Couple cherishes preemie son
Jessica Vanderpool
Special to the ABN

ASHDOWN – Jacob and Mi-
chelle Woods, members of 
Oak Grove Baptist Church, 
Ashdown, understand how 
precious life is – no matter 
how small and frail it begins. 

When their son, Jake Dan-
iel Woods, was born seven 
weeks early with life-threaten-
ing complications, the couple 
was left completely dependent 
on God as they waited to see if 
their child would live.

Michelle Woods’ pregnancy 
had been picture-perfect for 
the first 33 weeks. Then, on 
March 3, 2014, her doctor no-
ticed she was “measuring big” 
and carrying extra fluid. 

She said her doctor told her 
that while this could be cause 
for concern, it could also be 
normal and that she should 
return the following week for 
another ultrasound. 

But just two days later – de-
spite the fact that she wasn’t 
due until April 23 – her water 
broke, and baby Jake was born 
in the wee hours of March 6.

At first, the Woods thought 
that other than being seven 
weeks premature, their baby 
was fine. But they were soon 
told Jake needed to be taken to 
Arkansas Children’s Hospital 
in Little Rock.

The couple said doctors told 
them Jake had an esophageal 
atresia with a tracheoesopha-
geal fistula, which in layman’s 
terms means stomach bile was 
spilling into his lungs. Jake was 
scheduled for surgery March 7, 
but the surgery was cancelled 
due to concerns he would not 
survive the procedure.

However, no sooner had the 
esophagus surgery been can-
celled than a new surgery was 
scheduled. Jake had a heart 
duct that had not closed off at 
birth as it should have, mean-
ing blood was spilling into his 
lungs along with the bile.

 “It was about this time that 
one of the doctors at Arkansas 
Children’s Hospital told us 
our baby was one of the sick-
est in the department at the 
time,” said Michelle Woods 
in a speech she gave about her 
family’s experience. 

“This was like a slap in the 
face. We knew our baby was 
sick, but this made it real – 
and to think we had no con-
trol over anything. All we 
could do was pray and ask 
God to heal our baby and to 
guide the doctors and nurses 
and entire treatment team to 
do exactly as He willed done.”

Jacob Woods said the news 
that his son was one of the 
sickest children in the unit 
struck him hard.

“I did not know if my son 
was going to survive,” he said. 
“I just had to have some time 
alone. I prayed to God and 
told Him that I was blessed 
to have a son, but if His plan 
was to take Jake from me and 
Michelle, then I wanted to be 
in God’s will. I would not like 
His plan, but I realized that 
His plan is greater than our 
own.”

The couple was asked to 
sign consent form after con-
sent form, and along the way, 
they were able to discuss their 
faith in God with the hospital 
staff.

Jake survived his heart duct 
surgery, as well as his esopha-
gus surgery, which had been 
rescheduled for March 10. 

Michelle Woods said he 
began to improve rapidly, im-

pressing hospital staff with his 
recovery, and on May 4, 2014 
– 59 days after Jake’s birth 
– she and her husband took 
their baby home.

The family hit another 
bump in the road in spring 
2015 when doctors discovered 

further complications with 
Jake’s esophagus, but Michelle 
Woods explained that the 
problem was fixed via surgery.

“God is awesome and is 
doing a mighty work in Jake’s 
life,” she said.

Now, almost two years after 
his rocky start, Jake’s life con-
tinues to be a testimony for 
God’s glory. 

“We may never know for 

sure why this happened to 
our little boy, why he had to 
go through so much at such a 
young age or why we were to 
go through this as his parents, 
but it isn’t for us to know,” 
Michelle Woods said in her 
speech. “We do know God has 
a plan for it all. If for nothing 
else, we get the opportunity to 
share God’s amazing love by 
telling Jake’s story to others.  … 
We know God could have just 
as easily chosen the other way. 
We could have lost our little 
guy. We are so grateful God 
chose to heal him and to allow 
us to be his earthly parents.”

“Every life is special,” 
said Jacob Woods. “Every 
life should be cherished. We 
could very easily not have Jake 
with us today, but God looked 
down on us and healed our 
little boy.”

Jake comes from a family of 
Arkansas Baptists. His pater-
nal grandparents, Jimmy and 
Tammy Woods, are members 
of Hicks First Baptist Church, 
Ashdown, where Jimmy 
Woods serves as pastor. His 
maternal grandparents, Roger 
and Von Rose, are members of 
First Baptist Church, Wilton.

Jessica Vanderpool is a former 
senior assistant editor of the Ar-
kansas Baptist News.

From left, Dr. Robert Arrington, Jacob Woods holding Jake, Dr. Robert Lyle and Michelle Woods. Arrington and Lyle were two of 
the Arkansas Children’s Hospital neonatologists who treated Jake. The Woods are expecting another child.
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Lee McGlone
Arkadelphia

Jail is not a comfortable place to find 
yourself. I have been behind those bars 
several times in my role as a chaplain for 
police and sheriff’s departments. I have 
visited inmates convicted of both petty 
and capital crimes. When those iron 
gates close behind 
you, there is always 
a feeling of being 
trapped.  

Peter was arrested 
because of his faith 
in Jesus and was 
about to pay the 
ultimate price for 
his religious convictions.  
Herod had made it his per-
sonal campaign to rid his 
kingdom of these followers 
of the “Way” in order to 
gain favor with the Jewish 
leaders.

The Passover was about 
to take place, and Peter 
would be the next sacri-
fice thrown to the Jews for 
destruction. But no one 
expected the extraordinary event that 
would occur. While sleeping, seem-
ingly peacefully, in his cell, Peter was 
abruptly awakened by an angel. The 
law at that time was that if a prisoner 
escaped from custody the soldiers in 
charge would suffer the penalty of their 
prisoner. Although Peter was chained 
between two soldiers for security, his  

chains were loosened.
As if in a dream, the angel and Peter 

walked past two guard posts and out 
of the jail. Peter awakened from his 
daze and found himself outside and 
free.  He immediately went to Mary’s 

home where the 
other disciples 
were holding a 
prayer meeting for 
his release. When 
a young girl heard 
Peter’s voice at 
the door, it aston-
ished her and she 

ran to tell the others. They 
didn’t believe her and 
surmised it must be his 
ghost since he surely was 
executed by now. Finally, 
after continued knocking, 
Peter gained entrance and 
everyone rejoiced! Peter 
then departed for a safer 
place.

This event proves that 
God can work in myste-

rious ways to perform His wonders. 
In light of today’s culture of persecu-
tion of the Christian faith around the 
world, we must take comfort that the 
Lord will help us in our time of trial. 
But until our task for God is complete, 
nothing on this earth will “separate us 
from the love of God that is in Christ 
Jesus our Lord” (Romans 8:39b, NIV).

When Philip encountered the Ethio-
pian man, the man was not a wild, rag-
ing heathen. The eunuch was reading 
the Scriptures. He was already hungry; 
he was empty, and he knew it. What 

he needed was 
for someone to 
show him Jesus. 
So, beginning 
with the prophet 
Isaiah, Philip 
shared the good 
news of Jesus as 
fulfillment of the 
prophesy the eu-

nuch was reading.
Our world is full of 

people who know they 
are missing something, 
but they don’t know 
what. They try to fill 
the need for God with 
drugs, money, work, 
friends. But nothing 
works. They need for 
you and me to answer 
the Spirit’s prompting 
and go to them and tell 

the story of Jesus. They know there is 
light somewhere. The question asked 
earlier was: “What can I say that oth-
ers would listen to?” Like the eunuch 
heard Philip because he expended the 
effort, people listen because we care 
enough to go. We have the Light; we 
just need to share.

Hannah’s story is amazingly similar 
to other biblical stories about barren 
women who gave birth late in life. We 
think of Sarah, Rebekah, Rachel, Sam-
son’s mother (unnamed), and Elizabeth 
in the New Testament.   As her story 
begins, we feel the 
pulsating anguish 
of Hannah’s empty 
arms.  As it ends, 
we rejoice that the 
deepest desire of 
her heart was ful-
filled and that her 
life became a tes-
timony of overwhelming 
faithfulness.  

Her story is an example 
of our human dilemma. 
Struggles, often devastat-
ing ones, truly come to us, 
often with no logical rea-
son. Inability to have chil-
dren, having children and 
then seeing them struggle 
with birth defects, or losing 
children to death are some 
of our struggles!  The anguish is beyond 
description. We do suffer, and the hurt 
is at times almost unbearable. We ad-
mire Hannah for her honest grieving. 
She was greatly distressed, prayed to the 
Lord and wept bitterly.  

Hannah was seeking an answer, and 
she went to the right place. Her perse-
verance displayed her faith.  She trusted 

God to give her an answer.  Her prayer 
was fervent, effectual and mystical -- so 
much so that Eli the prophet thought 
her to be drunk. She defended herself 
against Eli’s false accusation, assur-
ing him that she was not a worthless 

woman and that 
her prayer was real.  
“Eli answered. ‘Go 
in peace, and may 
the God of Israel 
grant you what you 
have asked of him” 
(1 Sam. 1:17, NIV). 
But the greater joy 

is that not only did Eli hear 
deeply Hannah’s pleas but 
also God heard and an-
swered. In “due time,” 
a son was born and was 
named Samuel (“God has 
heard”).  After the boy was 
weaned, Hannah obedient-
ly and faithfully made her 
way to Eli and presented 
Samuel to God just as she 
had promised. 

Hannah’s song that begins chapter 
two expressed her heart: “My heart re-
joices in the Lord … for I delight in your 
deliverance” (1 Sam. 2:1, NIV). One 
can hardly deny the similarity to Mary’s 
Magnificat. Perhaps the greatest honor 
we can give to God is to live joyfully, 
knowing at all times that we are never 
separated from the love of God.

My mother loves the McIntosh va-
riety apple. She says it’s full of flavor, 
easy to digest, and bakes well. When 
they’re in season, she loads up. I can be 
sure she will send some home with me 
because she knows 
I agree that they 
are delicious. 

Like all apples, 
what makes it 
good is everything 
under its skin. The 
fruit thrives with 
a strong core, seed 
and stem. Prop-
erly grown and harvested, 
it’s pleasing to the taste 
buds. In similar fashion, 
everything good about us 
is created by God, wholly 
designed to worship Him. 

God gives us instruc-
tions, intended to mature 
and transform us into a 
sampling of His perfect 
flavor to those we come in 
contact with. A few disci-
plines He gives us to prac-
tice are found in Matthew. 
Matthew 6:3 (NIV), begins, “But when 
you give ...” Matthew 6:6 (NIV), begins, 
“But when you pray …” Matthew 6:17 
(NIV), begins, “But when you fast…” 
He doesn’t say, “if you.” He expects us 
to thrive in these areas.

Imagine a lovely bowl filled with 

chunks of Gala apples tossed in a crisp 
Waldorf salad or a hot Granny apple 
pie waiting to be sliced or rich caramel-
coated Jonathan apples pierced with a 
stick and rolled in crushed peanuts lin-

ing the counter or 
a simmering pan 
of blended Bald-
win and Winesap 
apples. Combined 
together, the fruits 
chosen and har-
vested for their 
appealing flavors 
create a lavish ban-

quet with a mouthwater-
ing aroma. 

What’s under our 
skin? Do we give, pray 
and fast? Do we faithfully 
serve God, seeking only 
His favor? If so, our com-
bined results are a pleas-
ing fragrance to Him, a 
worship he finds accept-
able. 

Our Creator watches 
over us as the apple of 
His eye. He walks with us, 

preserves our lives for the number of 
days He determines right and prepares 
an everlasting home for us. He is wor-
thy of our obedient acts of worship.

I want my life to point others to 
God’s invitation to feast at the banquet 
table. I pray you desire the same.

Melissa Kirk
Pocahontas

Extraordinary
ACTS 12:7-12, 16-19

EXPLORE THE BIBLE

Howard Kisor
Russellville

It is hard to imagine how exciting 
it is to help with these articles. It is as-
tonishing to think that you would read 
what I think. These thoughts might be 
shared by others who go on mission 
trips. You might 
ask, “What can 
I say that others 
would listen to?”

These same 
thoughts might 
h a v e  g o n e 
through the 
minds of the 
apostles. But they 
had a commission directly 
from Jesus. Tell what you 
learned; teach others how 
to live. Philip was in Sa-
maria, sharing with peo-
ple near his own home. 
Those people, distantly 
related to the Jews, would 
have heard about Jesus. 
Many would have seen 
Jesus personally. 

Often we see God 
“our-sized.” We don’t 
mean to fall short; we just don’t catch 
the vision. We plan our church bud-
get based on last year’s income, and we 
forget to leave room for God to work. 
Philip wasn’t wrong, just not as big as 
God wanted. So Jesus sent an angel: 
“Rise and go” toward Gaza, toward an 
unconsidered people. 

Beauty from ashes – Part 3
ACTS 8: 26-35

BIBLE STUDIES FOR LIFE

Answered!
1 SAMUEL 1:10-18, 26-28

EXPLORE THE BIBLE

Transformed in my worship
MATTHEW 6:1-8, 16-18

BIBLE STUDIES FOR LIFE

MAY 29, 2016

Mary Kisor
Russellville
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