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THE 165th ANNUAL 
MEETING of the Arkansas 
Baptist State Convention 
(ABSC) will be held Oct. 
23-24 at Central Baptist 
Church, 3707 Harrisburg 
Road, in Jonesboro.

The theme for this year’s 
annual meeting is Fulfill 
Your Calling. Convention 
President Greg Sykes, pastor 
of First Baptist Church, Rus-
sellville, will preside over the 
meeting.

As in past years, ABSC Ex-
ecutive Board ministry teams 
will share testimonies during 
meeting sessions.

Business of the convention 
will be conducted, including 
receiving entity reports, elec-
tion of convention officers, 
and a vote on the 2019 ABSC 
Cooperative Program (CP) 
budget of $21 million, which 
will implement the second year 
of a new five-year formula to 
increase the percentage going 

to Southern Baptist Conven-
tion (SBC) CP. Messengers to 
the 2016 ABSC Annual Meet-
ing approved the new formula 
that will increase the amount 
Arkansas Baptists send to SBC 
CP incrementally from 43.77 
percent in 2017 to 45.82 per-
cent by 2022. The percent-
age to be sent to the SBC CP 
through the 2019 ABSC bud-
get is 45.22 percent. 

During the meeting, the 
ABSC Nominating Commit-

tee will present recommenda-
tions of people to serve on 
ABSC boards, committees and 
agencies (see related story page 
10). Miscellaneous business 
sessions are set for 2:20 p.m., 
Tuesday, Oct. 23, and 9 a.m., 
Wednesday, Oct. 24.

A Commissioning Service 
and a Master’Singers Concert 
of Praise are scheduled for 6 
p.m., Tuesday, Oct. 23.

Speakers during the meet-
ing will include Sykes; Archie 

Mason, senior lead pastor, 
Central Baptist Church, 
Jonesboro; J.D. “Sonny” 
Tucker, ABSC executive 
director, and Ronnie Deal, 
senior pastor, First Baptist 
Church, Greenwood, who 
will present the convention 
sermon.

Worship leaders during 
the meeting will include 
Robert Ramsey, equipping 

Messengers to gather Oct. 23-24  in Jonesboro 
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LITTLE ROCK – Nomi-
nations for the third an-
nual Arkansas Baptist News 
(ABN) Business Leader of 
the Year are now open, 
and it’s up to ABN readers 
to nominate a business-
man or businesswoman 
they feel is worthy of con-
sideration.

“The ABN wants to 
bring attention to Arkan-
sas Baptists who are mak-
ing a difference for Christ 
in the lives of others and 
through their businesses 
and in the marketplace,” 
said Tim Yarbrough, ABN 
editor/executive director.

Past recipients are John 
David Neeley, president 
of Neeley Forestry Service 
in Camden, in 2017, and 
Jim Gillis, owner of Gillis 
Inc., a construction com-
pany located in Jonesboro, 
in 2016.

Candidates should be 
a resident of Arkansas, a 
member of an Arkansas 
Southern Baptist church 
and actively involved in 
ministry in his or her 
church and in other areas.

To nominate someone, 
please include the follow-
ing: 1) name, phone num-
ber, email and church 
membership of the sub-
mitter; 2) name, phone 
number, email and church 
membership of the can-
didate, and 3) a 200-400 
word essay explaining why 
the candidate should be 
considered for Arkansas 
Baptist Business Leader 
of the Year, including the 
impact he or she makes in 
the business world, as well 
as his or her involvement 
in church/ministries/mis-
sions.

Submissions must be 
received on or before Nov. 
1, and may be emailed to 
to tim@arkansasbaptist.
org or mailed to Arkansas 
Baptist Business Leader 
of the Year, Arkansas Bap-
tist News, 10 Remington 
Drive, Little Rock, AR 
72204.

For more ABN Digest, go to 
arkansasbaptist.org/abn-digest

WBU to inaugurate 
Norman Sept. 28

Deadline for Baptist  
business leader Nov. 1 WALNUT RIDGE – Stan 

Norman will be inaugurated 
formally as the seventh presi-
dent of Williams Baptist Uni-
versity (WBU) at 10 a.m. on 
Friday, Sept. 28, in the univer-
sity’s Manley Chapel. 

The inauguration ceremony 
will culminate a week of inau-
gural activities at WBU. 

David Dockery, president 
of Trinity International Uni-
versity and former president 
of Union University and also 
a longtime friend and mentor 
to Norman, will give the inau-
gural address.

The ceremony will feature 
greetings from state, local and 
campus leaders, as well as per-
formances by the WBU band 
and an inaugural choir com-
posed of current and former 
members of the Williams Sing-
ers, the university’s traveling 
choir.

“We want the inauguration 
of Dr. Norman to be a week 

of celebration for the entire 
university community. This is 
an opportunity to showcase 
WBU, the beautiful Williams 
campus and the people and 
programs that make this such 
an extraordinary place,” said 
Brett Cooper, WBU vice presi-
dent for institutional advance-
ment.

Inaugural week activities 
will begin at 6 p.m. on Tues-
day, Sept. 25, with a reception 
for students in the rotunda of 
Swaim Administration Build-
ing. The event is intended to 
give students a chance to cel-
ebrate the week with the new 
president.

Pastor Jamar Andrews of 
Word Baptist Church in Jones-
boro will give the inaugural 
week chapel address at 11 a.m. 
on Wednesday, Sept. 26.  

An inaugural worship ser-
vice will be held at 7 p.m. on 
Thursday, Sept. 27, in Man-
ley Chapel. David Whitlock, 

pastor of worship/music, First 
Baptist Church, Russellville; 
Word Baptist Church, Jones-
boro, and Jeff Stotts, Central 
Baptist Church, Jonesboro. 

Periods of focused prayer 
will be led by Bill Elliff, senior 
teaching pastor, The Summit 
Church, North Little Rock, 
and David Cox, pastor, Mt. 
Carmel Missionary Baptist 
Church, Plumerville.

Panel discussion
At 2:50 p.m. on Tuesday, 

Sykes will lead a panel discus-
sion featuring Jay Ham, equip-
ping pastor-missions/out-
reach/recreation, First Baptist 
Church, Russellville; Mason; 
Wyman Richardson, pas-
tor, Central Baptist Church, 
North Little Rock, and Sam 
Roberts, pastor, First Baptist 
Church, Stuttgart.

Election of officers will be 
held at 10 a.m., Wednesday, 
Oct. 24, for president; 10:15 
a.m. for first vice president, 
and 10:35 a.m. for second vice 
president. Resolutions will 
be presented at 10:20 a.m., 
Wednesday, Oct. 24. 

Related meetings
Prior to the annual meet-

ing, several other meetings will 
take place at the church and 
other nearby locations.

The ABSC Pastors’ Confer-
ence will be held from 10 a.m. 
to 8:30 p.m., Monday, Oct. 
22, in the worship center. The 
Ministers’ Wives Conference 
will be held from 9:30 a.m. to 
2 p.m., Monday, Oct. 22, in 
The Loft at the church. The 
Young Leaders Lunch and 
Panel Discussion will be held 
at noon, Monday, Oct. 22, in 
The Spot at the church. A His-
panic Celebration, will be held 
from 7 to 9:30 p.m., on Mon-
day, Oct. 22, at Iglesia Taber-
naculo Bautista, 726 Johnson 
Ave., Jonesboro. A Missionary 
Parents Fellowship will be held 
from 5 to 6:15 p.m., Monday, 
Oct. 22, at Mt. Zion Baptist 
Association, 726 Johnson 
Ave., Jonesboro. An Associa-
tional Missionary Fellowship 
will be held from 4:45 to 6:15 
p.m., Monday, Oct. 22, in The 
Attic at the church. A Church 
Planting Celebration Dinner 
will be held from 4:30 to 6:15 
p.m., Monday, Oct. 22, in The 
Loft. The Link – Celebrating 
with Arkansas Baptists hosted 
by the agencies + institutions 
will be held from 8:30 to 9:30 

p.m., Monday, Oct. 22, in The 
Loft.

Other meetings to be held 
on Tuesday, Oct. 23, include a 
Disaster Relief Lunch at 11:30 
a.m. on the church grounds; 
a Chaplains Lunch at 11:30 
a.m. in The Attic; an Arkansas 
Student Pastors Network from 
4:15 to 6 p.m. in The Spot; 
a Preschool and Children’s 
Ministry Dinner and Round-
table from 4:15 to 6 p.m. in 
room 1243, and a Women’s  
Ministry Network Dinner 
from 4:15 to 6 p.m. in The 
Attic.

Seminary luncheons to 
be held at 11:30 a.m., Tues-
day, Oct. 23, include New 

Orleans Seminary in room 
2320, Southwestern Semi-
nary in room 2318 and Mid- 
America Seminary in room 
2325.

A Cooperative Program 
Breakfast will be held at 7 
a.m., Wednesday, Oct. 24, in 
The Loft.

Additionally, a block 
party will be held Mon-
day-Wednesday, Oct. 22-
24, on the grounds of  
Central Baptist Church, Jones-
boro.

For a complete listing 
of related meetings and  
other annual meeting infor-
mation, see pages 8-11 in this 
edition.

continued from page one

MEETING

president of Oklahoma Baptist 
University, will speak.

The public is encouraged 
to attend both the worship 
service and the inauguration 
ceremony.

Norman previously served 
the past nine years as provost 
and executive vice president 
at Oklahoma Baptist Uni-
versity, prior to being named 
president of Williams Baptist 
on March 16 following a five-
month search process. Nor-
man officially began his duties 
April 2.

Norman is a Durant, Okla., 
native. He and his wife, Joy, 
have three grown sons. He re-
places Tom Jones, who served 
as president for five and a half 
years before leaving for a posi-
tion with the California Bap-
tist Foundation last fall.

Williams is a Christian, lib-
eral arts university in Walnut 
Ridge, offering more than 25 
majors across a broad spec-
trum of academic disciplines.  

Founded in 1941, Williams 
has an average fall enrollment 
of 500 students. 

Stan Norman will be inaugurated officially as the seventh president of Williams 
Baptist University at 10 a.m., Friday, Sept. 28, in the university’s Manley Chapel.
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ABCHomes added to 
WorldCrafts initiative

Ark. amendments face court challenges 

BIRMINGHAM, Ala. – 
WorldCrafts, the fair-trade 
division of Woman’s Mis-
sionary Union (WMU), 
has expanded the initia-
tive through a partnership 
with Arkansas Baptist 
Children’s Homes and 
Family Ministries (AB-
CHomes).

WMU announced in 
January the launch of a 
WorldCrafts initiative 
to support the work of 
the Baptist Coalition for 
Children and Families. 
Through this initiative, 
churches or individuals 
partner with WorldCrafts 
to support at-risk children 
and to provide life-sustain-
ing work for global arti-
sans and their families. 

The initiative was first 
launched with Alabama 
Baptist Children’s Homes 
and Family Ministries and 
Arizona Baptist Children’s 
Services and Family Min-
istries. 

Sandy Wisdom-Martin, 
WMU executive director, 
said this initiative to assist 
Baptist children and fam-
ily ministries is a natural 
fit for WorldCrafts. 

“Most faith communi-
ties are aware of the foster 
care crisis in our country,” 
she said. “Many people 
have a desire to assist fos-
ter children but don’t 
know how or where to 
get started. This initiative 
through WorldCrafts can 
help create connections 
between churches and 
families and their local 
Baptist children and fam-
ily ministry.”

To support children 
served by ABCHomes, 
churches or individuals 
can host a one-month on-
line WorldCrafts benefit. 

Twenty percent of all 
sales generated by the ben-
efit will go directly to AB-
CHomes. 

For more information 
visit worldcrafts.org/ab-
chomes.

College of the Ozarks drops Nike uniforms
POINT LOOKOUT, Mo. – 
College of the Ozarks in Point 
Lookout, Mo., plans to remove 
all athletic uniforms purchased 
from Nike or that contain the 
Nike emblem. Student athletes 
will no longer wear the brand 
in response to the company’s 
new ad campaign. 

The private Christian col-
lege of about 1,500 students 
announced in a press release 
Sept. 5 that student-athletes 
will no longer wear the brand 
in response to the company's 
30th-anniversary ad campaign 
featuring former San Francisco 
49ers quarterback Colin Kae-
pernick. 

“In their new ad campaign, 
we believe Nike executives are 
promoting an attitude of di-
vision and disrespect toward 
America,” said Col-
lege of the Ozarks 
President Jerry C. 
Davis. “If Nike is 
ashamed of America, 
we are ashamed of 
them. We also believe 
that those who know 
what sacrifice is all 
about are more likely 
to be wearing a mili-
tary uniform than an athletic 
uniform.” 

College of the Ozarks has 
stated its views regarding patri-

otism, the American flag and 
the national anthem. In Octo-
ber 2017, the College revised 
its contracts for competition 

in all sports, adding 
a stipulation that all 
participating players 
and coaches show re-
spect for the Ameri-
can flag and national 
anthem. The College 
also requested that 
the NAIA move the 
2018 Men’s Division 
II Basketball Tourna-

ment to another venue, which 
they did. The tournament is 
no longer played at College of 
the Ozarks. 

Marci Linson, vice presi-
dent for patriotic activities 
and dean of admissions, 
oversees patriotic activities 
at the college and safeguards 
the college’s patriotic goal: 
to encourage an understand-
ing of American heritage, 
civic responsibilities, love of  
country and willingness to de-
fend it. 

“Nike is free to campaign 
as it sees fit, as the college 
is free, and honor-bound 
by its mission and goals, to 
ensure that it respects our 
country and those who truly  
served and sacrificed,” Linson 
said.

Davis

Knight

Page

LITTLE ROCK – Tort reform 
and casinos are the aim of 
two proposed amendments 
to the Arkansas Constitution 
slated for the November bal-
lot. However, Issue 1 on tort 
reform was removed 
from the November 
ballot by a judge’s 
ruling, and multiple 
lawsuits have been 
filed against Issue 4, 
an amendment that 
would allow casinos 
to be constructed in 
four Arkansas coun-
ties.

Issue 1
Issue 1, a ballot 

initiative that would 
limit damages award-
ed in civil lawsuits, 
was disqualified Sept. 
6 by Pulaski County 
Circuit Judge Mackie 
Pierce.

In his ruling, Pierce 
said the proposal law-
makers put on the 
November ballot vio-
lates the state’s consti-
tution by combining 
different measures 
into one amendment.

The proposed 
amendment caps 
noneconomic and 
punitive damages 
awarded in lawsuits and also 
places limits on attorneys’ con-
tingency fees.

Additionally, Pierce ordered 
state election officials to not 
count votes cast on the pro-
posal.

Arkansas Secretary of State 

Mark Martin said the office 
plans to appeal the ruling, cit-
ing the expectation to do so 
by the Arkansas Legislature, 
which voted to place Issue 1 
on the ballot in 2017, accord-

ing to media reports.
Proponents of 

Issue 1 expect the 
measure to be OK’d 
by the Arkansas Su-
preme Court.

“I am confident 
that our Supreme 
Court will ultimately 
let the people de-
cide,” said Carl Vo-
gelpohl, campaign 
manager for Arkan-
sans for Jobs and 
Justice, amppob.com 
reported. “Because 
this case began in the 
lower court, today’s 
ruling is simply a step 
in the process of pre-
senting the case to 
the Supreme Court.”

However, David 
Couch, the attorney 
who brought suit 
seeking to have Issue 
1 disqualified on 
behalf of former Pu-
laski County Circuit 
Court Judge Marion 
Humphrey, praised 
the ruling, told the 
Arkansas Democrat-Ga-

zette that lawmakers erred in 
2017 when they voted to place 
the measure on the ballot as a 
single amendment.

“If they want to do all the 
things they are trying to do in 
Issue 1, they’ve got to do it one 
at a time,” Couch said.

Larry Page, executive direc-
tor of the Arkansas Faith and 
Ethics Council (AFEC), stated 
in an op-ed piece in the Arkan-
sas Baptist News (ABN) Aug. 23 
that he was “concerned that 
some in the debate 
(over Issue 1) are posi-
tioning it as a ‘pro-life’ 
issue. It is decidedly 
not a pro-life issue; it 
is an economic issue 
and a legal issue.” The 
AFEC receives partial 
funding from the Ar-
kansas Baptist State 
Convention.

Issue 4
A group called Cit-

izens for Local Choice 
filed lawsuit against 
Arkansas Secretary 
of State Martin Sept. 
11 in an effort to have 
Issue 4, the constitu-
tional amendment al-
lowing for casinos to 
be built in Garland, 
Jefferson, Crittenden 
and Pope counties, 
to be struck from the 
November ballot, ac-
cording to the Demo-
crat-Gazette.

Jim Knight, a mem-
ber of First Baptist 
Church, Russellville, 
who was featured 
in the Aug. 9 ABN article,  
“Ark. Baptists rally against 
casino initiative,” serves as 
president of Citizens for Local 
Choice.

Ensuring Arkansas’ Future 
(EAF) filed a lawsuit Sept. 
10 against Issue 4, Page an-

nounced in an email to sup-
porters.

Page said AFEC makes 
up the membership of EAF, 
which includes the Families 
First Foundation and Family 

Council Action Com-
mittee, in addition to 
several individuals, 
four of whom are reg-
istered voters in the 
four counties targeted 
for casinos: Critten-
den, Garland, Jeffer-
son and Pope.

The lawsuit, filed 
by Little Rock attor-
ney Scott Trotter on 
behalf of EAF, “al-
leges that the ballot 
title, which is all a 
voter has an oppor-
tunity to read in the 
ballot booth, fails 
significantly to give 
the voter a fair un-
derstanding of what 
he or she is being 
asked to vote on,”  
Page said.  

“The complaint 
filed by Mr. Trot-
ter cites numerous 
examples of how in-
adequately the bal-
lot title summarizes 
the text of the pro-
posed amendment,”  
Page said. “Those 

deficiencies in the ballot title 
will not permit most voters to 
cast informed votes – a mat-
ter much too serious to leave 
to chance. Voters should not 
have to speculate on what 
the amendment provides and 
what it will do.”

Pierce

Vogelpohl

Couch

Martin
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Reading and the future of thought

Cartoon by Gary Thomas

Pressing On
Tim Yarbrough
Phil. 3:14

See READING page 6

And just when pundits 
convinced us that reading a 
lengthy book – beyond a few 
lines of text in a Facebook or 
Twitter post – was dead, we 
are seeing encouraging signs 
of a revival in book reading.

While there is a growing 
share of Americans read-
ing e-books on tablets and 

smartphones 
rather than 
dedicated 
e-readers, 
print books 
remain much 
more popular 

than books in digital formats, 
according to a 2016 study by 
Pew Research.

While the number of 
Americans who have read a 
book in the past year is largely 
unchanged since 2012, more 
Americans read print books 
than either read e-books or 
listen to audiobooks, accord-
ing to Pew. 

What’s more, it appears 
millennials read more than 
older generations do — and 
more than the last generation 
did at the same age, according 
to the study.

Additionally, another study 
by the National Endowment 
of the Arts (NEA) said 43 per-
cent of 18- to 34-year-olds read 
literature, plays, short stories 
or poems not required by 
work or school, outmatched 
only by 65- to 74-year-olds (49 
percent).

Admittedly, the increase in 
reading by the millennials is 
being fueled by ever-increas-
ing ways to access the written 
word – such as on an elec-
tronic device or audiobook. 
However, even at that, printed 
books are still the choice of 
younger readers 3-to-1, accord-
ing to Pew. 

R ecently, I watched the 
film, “Nineteen Eighty-

Four,” based on George 
Orwell’s novel of the same 
name that I previously read 
in English literature class. For 
those who may not have read 
the book, Wikipedia offers a 
concise summary:

“‘Nineteen Eighty-Four’ fol-
lows the life 
of Winston 
Smith, a low-
ranking civil 
servant in a 
post-disaster 
London ruled 
by Oceania, a totalitarian 
state. Smith struggles to main-
tain his sanity and his grip on 
reality as the regime’s over-
whelming power and influ-
ence persecutes individualism 
and individual thinking on 
both a political and personal 
level.

“Winston works in a small 
office cubicle at the Ministry 
of Truth, rewriting history in 
accordance with the dictates 
of the Party and its supreme 
figurehead, Big Brother. A 
man haunted by painful 
memories and restless de-
sires, Winston keeps a secret 
diary of his private thoughts, 
thus creating evidence of his 
thoughtcrime.”

The film got me to thinking 
about how important reading 
and the pursuit of knowledge 
and truth are to society and 
to those who claim religious 
convictions.

While there is a temptation 
to constantly consume infor-
mation provided through TV, 
computers (in all forms) and 
social media, I believe it is 
important to push back from 
time to time and dive into a 
good novel or a piece of non-
fiction.

It also appears that the im-
pending death of bookstores 
may be greatly exaggerated. 

The Arkansas Democrat-
Gazette reported recently on 
the “comeback” of small in-
dependent bookstores across 
the country after suffering a 
more than 40 percent decline 
between 1995 and 2000.

The American Booksellers 
Association reported a 35 
percent growth in the number 
of independent booksellers 
between 2009 and 2015, from 
1,651 stores to 2,227, accord-
ing to author Eli Cranor writ-
ing for the Democrat-Gazette.

Included in the article was 
the story of Dog Ear Books, 
which opened in the fall of 
2016 in downtown Russell-
ville, filling a void after the 

closing of another community 
bookstore and Hastings. 

Cranor reported that Dog 
Ear Books is on “Main Street, 
in one of the largest build-
ings Russellville’s downtown 
has to offer.” The bookstore 
is co-owned by Emily Young 
with her mother, Pat Young, a 
retired schoolteacher.

Cranor describes Emily as 
“a 30-something graphic de-
signer who sports tattoos and 
flannel shirts.”

While Emily admits that 
big book retailers like Ama-
zon with their massive stock 
aren’t going anywhere soon, 
her bookstore fills a niche 
for book lovers who want to 
relax, browse and hold a book 
in their hands. It also doesn’t 
hurt that her bookstore offers 

the ambience of a lounge area 
where one can sit and browse 
titles.

Reading is important 
for many reasons, such as 
a way to be introduced to 
new thoughts and ideas, to 
improve understanding and 
knowledge of a particular sub-
ject or issue and to increase 
imagination and creativity.

For Christians, reading is 
important – and what we read 
is important. It goes without 
saying that Scripture should 
be the constant focus of our 
attention – as the written 
Word of God is central to our 
faith.

C. Christopher Smith, 
writing for Relevant magazine, 
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bounds of my assignment 
simply to have checked the 
formatting and taken care of 
the technical side of moving 
the articles. I easily could 
have argued that the general 
purpose of the two sites was 
the same, so no change was 
needed. And it would have 
been OK. But it would not 
have been good. 

Sometimes I think we ap-
proach life that way. We know 
that our ultimate goal and 

purpose are to 
glorify God in 
all we do. But 
we are content 
to allow that 
to remain as a 
general, vague 

concept that floats around 
somewhere above us. We ne-
glect to let it touch the details 
of our lives, impacting how 
we approach church differ-
ently from work or approach 
family distinctly from friends. 

My writing is a prime ex-
ample. If I were to focus only 
on the vague concept of glo-
rifying God with my writing, 
I’d hand out articles and col-
umns like I would deal a deck 

The details

Be friendly, not creepy

R ecently at work, I was 
tasked with preparing 

content for a new website. 
The content itself was not 
new. It had already been edit-
ed and published on another 
site and simply needed to be 
processed for its new home. 
So, when I first launched into 
the task, I expected it to be a 
quick job. It didn’t take me 
long to realize just how wrong 
I was.

It all came down to 
purpose. 
Although 
the general 
concept of 
the content 
matched the 
purpose of 
both websites, the details 
didn’t line up with the new 
site. For many of the articles, 
removing a link or tweaking 
a heading was enough to cor-
rect the issue. But for others, 
entire paragraphs needed to 
be altered to fit the flow of 
the new site. 

When I was given the task 
of getting this content ready 
for the new site, I would have 
been completely within the 

R esponsible church lead-
ers will always have a 

friendly and aggressive plan 
to follow up with every per-
son who completes a guest 
information card. But, several 
church leaders I visit with 
are surprised to discover that 
their “shower-with-friendli-
ness” follow-up 
plan is meet-
ing a “you-
people-are-
creeping-me-
out” response. 
I am grateful to the 
few church guests 
who have had the 
courage to communi-
cate to church leaders 
their discomfort. No 
doubt, most guests 
say nothing and 
never make another 
attempt to connect with the 
offending church, leaving 
church leaders mystified as to 
why they have so few return-
ing guests.  

The social rules for follow-
ing up with church guests 
and prospects have changed. 
If those following up do not 
follow the new social rules, 

the attempt to be a “friendly 
church” will leave the percep-
tion of a “creepy church mem-
ber.” It should be noted that 
in most contexts in Arkansas, 
the “new rules” apply primar-
ily to people under the age of 
40. In urban areas the age will 
be slightly higher, and in rural 

areas the age 
will be slightly 
lower. This is 
certainly not 
an exhaustive 
list, but here 
are five tips 
to get you 
started.

Don’t 
knock on 
somebody’s 
door without 
an invitation – 
not during the 

day and certainly not at night. 
I know, many churches did 
this in decades past with great 
success. That was then. Don’t 
do it. It’s weird for people, 
especially at night. 

Don’t collect guest infor-
mation cards early in the 
worship service. In the 1990s 
it became trendy to collect 

guest information cards early 
enough in the service so that 
fast-driving follow-up agents 
could deliver a gift to the 
doorstep of each guest before 
the guest could get home. 
If you still do this, stop it. 
In most contexts this leaves 
a guest with a strange and 
uncomfortable feeling, not a 
warm fuzzy one.

Reconsider scheduling 
guest appointments, or at 
least how they are scheduled 
and conducted. By the turn 
of the 21st century, most 
churches had begun sched-
uling appointments with 
guests for home visits. While 
in some contexts this still 
works, in most areas it is un-
comfortable. Appointments 
are fine when appropriately 
scheduled, and face-to-face 
meetings should most often 
take place at a public place or, 
in some cases, at the church 
building, but only when oth-
ers are in the building.

Calling a cell phone should 
always be preceded by a text 
like, “Hello, Jacob, this is 

L et’s continue with our discussion on the existence of 
God. 

When we were children, most of us probably ap-
proached our parents or guardians and asked something 
like the following: “Momma, where did the universe come 
from?” It is a natural question! Here we are; the world is 
here. How did it all get here? And I’m sure most of you 
had parents that gave a general answer, something like: 
“God created everything!”

This is a natural question born out of our innate sense 
of cause and effect. We have a great big world all around 

us. And for every effect, 
there is a cause. So, what 
caused the world? Here is 
the universe (sun, moon, 
stars, earth, etc.). What 
caused all of this stuff? 

The standard scientific explanation of the universe is 
something cosmologists call the Big Bang. The idea is that 
approximately 14 billion years ago, the universe expanded 
from a hot, dense state. As it expanded, it cooled to form 
time, space, particles, atoms, space dust, then stars, and 
then planets. Today, according to this explanation, what 
we see of the universe is a product of the vast expanding. 
Christians are generally split down the middle when it 
comes to accepting the Big Bang or not. Old earth ad-
vocates claim God used something like the Big Bang to 
bring the universe about. 
Young earth advocates 
claim it is faulty science. 
But wherever one may 
find oneself on this 
issue, it is important to 
note: There is no expla-
nation as to how the Big 
Bang got started or how 
the hot, dense primor-
dial soup got there in 
the first place. Indeed, I 
would argue that science, 
a practice of studying physical stuff, cannot determine 
what, where or who started the Big Bang. Again, this is as-
suming one accepts the Big Bang in the first place. 

If science is no help in determining the origins of the 
universe, what is? May I introduce a form of the cosmo-
logical argument for the existence of God? The argument, 
simply put, goes like this: All contingent things have a 
cause. The universe is a contingent thing. The universe 
cannot have an infinite regress of causes (just cause after 
cause for all eternity). Therefore, it must have a primary 
cause. That cause is God. The argument is simple to state, 
but not necessarily simple to explain. 

The idea is that contingent things – things that are 
dependent upon something else for their existence or sur-
vival – cannot pop into existence on their own; they must 
be caused. Well, the universe and everything within it are 
contingent. What caused it? Some have claimed that it is 
just one contingent cause after another for all of eternity. 
But I showed above that contemporary science doesn’t 
hold to such an idea and it is philosophically absurd. 

It appears that something like God – non-contingent 
Being – had to start the process of the universe. Granted, 
this doesn’t prove the God of the Bible, but it gets us 
started in the right direction, because this Being has to be 
one Who is independent and necessary.

Thus, we can give a good argument to show why the uni-
verse needs a cause and why God is a good explanation for 
that cause.

Chad Meeks is associate pastor of youth and discipleship at 
Cedar Heights Baptist Church in North Little Rock.

Deep Waters
Chad Meeks

Cosmological argument
of cards, paying little atten-
tion to the nuances of each 
destination. But how effective 
would that truly be? How well 
would it accomplish the goal 
of glorifying God? Must I not 
instead consider the purpose 
of the destination? The pur-
pose of the Arkansas Baptist 
News differs from that of the 
publications I help create at 
work. Both remain distinct 
from my personal blog, which 
also differs from the family 
blog. Yes, everything I write 
must glorify God, but each 
article must be completed 
thoughtfully and intention-
ally, considering the audience 
of each publication. 

Life is no different. We will 
never succeed in glorifying 
God in all we do unless we 
make a point to pay atten-
tion to the details. We must 
be intentional, focused and 
prayerful in each aspect of 
life. Only then will we fulfill 
our purpose. Only then will 
our work be good.

Ann Hibbard is a member of 
East End Baptist Church in East 
End. Read her blog at annhib-
bard.com.

Uncovered Dish
Ann Hibbard

Answering  
the Call
Eric Ramsey

See RAMSEY page 6
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continued from page 4
READING
said: “We should read Scrip-
ture and a diverse range of 
other works that are good, 
true, beautiful and just. But 
how and why we read are also 
questions that deserve our 
reflection. In a frenetic age, 
Christians should be the ones 
whose lives model a different 
way of living and being – one 
that is attentive, compassion-
ate and kind. Reading well, I 
believe, will guide us into this 
new and different way.”

Tim Yarbrough is editor/
executive director of the Arkansas 
Baptist News. 

Pastor Eric from First Bap-
tist Church. Thank you for 
worshipping with us. I would 
love to hear about your expe-
rience with us today. Might 
there be a good time to have 
a brief phone conversation? I 
look forward to hearing from 
you.” Then schedule a phone 
conversation. The phone 
conversation might lead to a 
follow-up conversation at a 
coffee shop or over lunch.

An opportunity should 
be made for guests to meet a 
pastor or church leader fol-
lowing the service. This can 
take place in a reception area, 
church foyer or well-marked 
designated area near the wor-
ship center. At our church we 
offer a small gift to anyone 
who drops by our welcome 
center following a worship 
service. This allows us to have 
a brief conversation, exchange 
contact information and plan 
any follow-up conversation. 
At times it leads to immedi-
ate spiritual conversations. A 
regularly scheduled “dinner 
with the pastor” or “discovery 

lunch” involving multiple re-
cent guests is also a good idea.

One thing is certain: Social 
protocol is ever changing. If 
we are going to love like Jesus 
loves, we must do all we can 
to meet people where they 
are, and if possible, remove 
obstacles and try hard not to 
create them unnecessarily.

Eric W. Ramsey is an evange-
lism and mission strategist and 
serves as associate pastor of First 
Baptist Church, Fort Smith.

continued from page 5
RAMSEY

Letters to the Editor

Free speech editorial

A few brief observations 
on the “free speech” editorial 
published in the Aug. 6, 2018, 
edition of the Arkansas Baptist 
News:

 As a former university and 
seminary professor of commu-
nication, I maintain that the 
freedom of speech protected 
in the First Amendment by the 
framers of our Constitution 
was rational, civil discourse in 
the Greek and Roman tradi-
tion where thoughtful men 
discussed the relative merits – 
advantages and disadvantages, 
benefits and liabilities – of 
ideas and proposals.

This kind of discourse fo-
cuses upon facts and informa-
tion, as emphasized in your 
editorial, “This editor agrees 
and plans to keep ‘the unre-
stricted flow of information’ a 
core part of what we do.”

Free speech was never in-
tended to protect the right 
of a speaker to lie, or even to 
propound calumnies or other 
unsupported assertions, nor 
to protect the bombastic, bel-
licose, splenetic ranting of a 
demagogue or dictator.

 Alex Jones “claimed that 

the 2015 Sandy Hook Ele-
mentary School shooting was 
staged and the 9/11 attack on 
the World Trade Center in 
New York City was an ‘inside 
job’ by the U.S. government,” 
but offered no evidence. Lies? 
Calumnies?

At least two network TV 
news anchors have been re-
moved for lapses of truth.

The First Amendment was 
not intended to provide equal 
protection to propaganda: 
name-calling, glittering gener-
alities, transfer, testimonial, 
plain folks, card-stacking and 
bandwagon; nor, in my esti-
mation, to provide protection 
for hate speech, bullying, incit-
ing violence, advocating over-
throw of government, treason, 
or abrogation or perversion of 
justice: “Lock her up.”

Not all speech is protected 
by the First Amendment – 
libel, slander and defamation 
of character for example.

In my honest opinion the 
first requirement of any speech 
protected by the First Amend-
ment is truth, and the second 
is civility!

Bob Hartsell
Hot Springs

2018 ABSC
Pastors’ Conference

Monday, Oct. 22
at Central Baptist 
Church, 
Jonesboro
Morning Session - 10 a.m.

John McCallum, senior pastor, First 
Baptist Church, Hot Springs, AR

Panel Discussion - How do you maintain 
your devotional life in a busy pastorate? 

Wyman Richardson, pastor, Central 
Baptist Church, North Little Rock, AR 

Afternoon Session - 1:30 p.m.

Panel Discussion - How do you guard 
your character?

Steven Smith, senior pastor, Immanuel 
Baptist Church, Little Rock

Election of Officers

Panel Discussion - What’s it like to be 
an African-American pastor in Arkansas?

Jarvis Smith, pastor, West Helena Sec-
ond Baptist Church, West Helena

Evening Session - 6:30 p.m.

Panel Discussion - The pastor and  
brokenness

Greg Kirksey, teaching pastor, The 
Church at Rock Creek, Little Rock

Panel Discussion - A word from the 
wives

Bill Elliff, senior teaching & lead pastor, 
The Summit Church, North Little Rock

Worship led by Lee Barnett and the wor-
ship ministry of FBC, Hot Springs

For more information 
contact John McCallum, 

2018 Pastors’ Conference 
president, at  

john@firsthotsprings.com.

McCallum Richardson

Smith Smith

Kirksey Elliff

Barnett

High Call

Historic Baptist beliefs

Thanks to the editors of 
the Arkansas Baptist News for 
articles that remind us of one 
of the most historic Baptist 

beliefs: freedom of speech and 
religion. 

What would we do without 
the First Amendment that pro-
tects the big five (the five free-
doms protected by the First 

Amendment: religion, speech, 
press, assembly and the right 
to petition the government)?

Roy Runyan
Jonesboro
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ALPHARETTA, Ga. (BP) – 
Johnny Hunt, longtime pastor 
of First Baptist Church, Wood-
stock, Ga., and past president 

of the Southern Baptist Con-
vention (SBC), will join the 
North American Mission 
Board (NAMB) as senior vice 

president of evangelism and 
leadership, Hunt and NAMB 
announced Aug. 26. 

“I want to lead Southern 

Baptist churches to put evange-
lism back on the front burner 
again,” Hunt said. “Jesus came 
to seek and save the lost; we 
know what He is doing. We 
must join Him.” 

Hunt shared in worship ser-
vices at his church that he will 
walk with the church through 
the transition and begin serv-
ing full time with NAMB at 
the beginning of 2019. NAMB 
trustees will vote on Hunt's 
role at their upcoming meet-
ing Oct. 2. 

“I am humbled and over-
whelmed by God’s favor and 
blessing to have a leader like 
Johnny Hunt willing 
to join the NAMB 
family,” said NAMB 
President Kevin Ezell. 
“The vision, passion 
and leadership he will 
bring will help us mo-
tivate pastors to lead 
out in evangelism.” 

The group Hunt 
will be leading will be focused 
on championing the cause of 
evangelism among Southern 
Baptist churches and pastors. 
It will also equip pastors with 
tools and leadership skills that 
will allow them to lead their 
churches to become more 
evangelistically active. 

J.D. Greear, current SBC 
president and senior pas-
tor of The Summit Church 
in Raleigh-Durham, N.C., 
called Hunt’s pending move 
to NAMB a “great day” for 
Southern Baptists. 

“For as long as I can remem-
ber, pastor Johnny has been 
carrying the torch for evange-
lism and demonstrating what 
evangelistic faithfulness looks 
like both in life and in the con-
text of a local church,” Greear 
said. “I can't imagine anyone 
more qualified to lead us in 
this. I know it is a sad day for 
First Baptist Church, Wood-
stock, but it is a great day for 
the larger Southern Baptist 
community. I believe his life 
and passion will lead to great 
joy among the lost in our com-
munities!” 

Ronnie Floyd, senior pastor 
of Cross Church in northwest 
Arkansas who currently serves 
as president of the National 
Day of Prayer Task Force, 
said he is “so fired up” about 
Hunt’s new role. 

“Dr. Hunt is a living legacy 
of evangelism, building one of 
the world’s greatest churches 

that exemplifies the Great 
Commission regionally, na-
tionally and globally,” said 
Floyd, who served as president 
of the SBC from 2014-2016. 
“Equally, he is a living legacy 
of leadership, teaching pastors 
and launching leaders con-
tinually. We need these kind 
of pastors leading Southern 
Baptists.” 

On Aug. 12, NAMB an-
nounced formation of the 
evangelism and leadership 
group and said Jim Law would 
serve as its executive direc-
tor. Law, who has served as 
executive pastor of First Bap-

tist, Woodstock, 
for nearly 28 years, 
will begin serving at 
NAMB Oct. 1. He 
will handle day-to-
day leadership for 
the group while Hunt 
casts vision, stirs pas-
sion for evangelism 

among Southern Bap-
tists and mobilizes pastors and 
churches. 

“My priority will be to help 
facilitate the present and next 
generation of pastors to em-
brace gospel conversations, 
soul winning if you will, wit-
nessing as a lifestyle,” Hunt 
said. 

“After being a pastor the last 
42 years, with 32 of those years 
at First Baptist, Woodstock, I 
have come to believe deeply 
that whatever is important to 
the pastor is what is impor-
tant to the people. Evangelism 
must be the heartthrob of our 
pastors. 

“I am very excited that the 
North American Mission 
Board, under the leadership 
of Kevin Ezell, has invited me 
to serve,” Hunt said. Still, he 
called the decision to make the 
transition “one of the hardest 
of my life,” but said he will 
walk closely with his church 
through the transition, add-
ing, “I still believe with all of 
my heart that Woodstock’s 
best days are ahead of them.” 

Hunt has led First Baptist, 
Woodstock, since 1986. The 
church averages more than 
6,000 in weekend worship ser-
vices and is known for its mis-
sions ministry.

Hunt served as SBC presi-
dent from 2008-2010. He 
founded the Timothy Barn-
abas ministry, a conference 
and retreat ministry, more 
than 20 years ago.

Hunt named to lead evangelism at NAMB

Hunt
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RECOMMENDATION NO. 1: 2019 BUDGET

ARKANSAS BAPTIST STATE CONVENTION
 Executive Board Programs.......................................................................................$6,264,031
 Camp Siloam..............................................................................................................$239,141
 Children’s Homes and Family Ministries....................................................................$550,606
 Arkansas Baptist Foundation.....................................................................................$322,322
 Arkansas Baptist Newsmagazine....................................................................................$235,521
 Christian Higher Education.................................................................................. $3,892,179
  Ouachita Baptist University........................................................................$2,954,751
  Williams Baptist University...........................................................................$937,428
 Total Arkansas Baptist State Convention.........................................................$11,503,800

SOUTHERN BAPTIST CONVENTION
 International Mission Board................................................................................$4,787,034
 North American Mission Board...........................................................................$2,164,184
 Theological Education Ministries............................................................................$2,104,358
 Christian Ethics and Religious Liberty Ministries........................................................$156,687
 Facilitating Ministries................................................................................................$283,936
  (SBC Executive Committee Expenses)
 Total Southern Baptist Convention.................................................................$9,496,200

TOTAL BUDGET..................................................................................................$21,000,000

      OUT OF STATE MISSIONS
         2019  2022
      CP   45.22%  45.82%
      Out of State  2.58%  2.58%
      Total Out of State 47.80%  48.40%

RECOMMENDATION NO. 2: 2019 ABSC EXECUTIVE BOARD TEAM GOALS
Arkansas Baptist State Convention (ABSC) Executive Board (EB) goals for 2019 have been 

planned by the teams and were approved by the Program Committee on May 15, 2018, and EB 
on August 14, 2018.

For the full text of the 2019 ABSC EB goals, visit arkansasbaptist.org/2019ABSCEBgoals.

ABSC Executive Board offers budget,
ministry recommendations for 2019

Associational annual 
meetings schedule

Association Date Place/Time
Calvary Baptist, Dardanelle, 4:30 p.m.Arkansas River Valley

Arkansas Valley
Ashley

Harmony
Greene County

Central

Faulkner
Diamond Lakes
Delta
Current-Gaines
Conway-Perry
Concord

Clear Creek

Centennial
Caroline
Carey
Calvary

Caddo River
Buckville
Buckner
Black River
Big Creek
Bartholomew

Park Hill Baptist, North Little Rock, 6 p.m.
Immanuel Baptist, Clinton, 5 p.m.

  Board Camp Baptist, Mena, TBA

Union Baptist, Harrison, TBA
New Antioch, Brookland, 5 p.m.

Open Door Baptist, Rogers, 6 p.m.

Ridgeway Baptist, Nashville, 5 p.m.

Watson Chapel Baptist, Pine Bluff, 7 p.m.

First Baptist, Keiser, 6:45 p.m.

Oct. 9

West View Baptist, Paragould, 3 p.m.

Mountain Top Cowboy Church,

First Baptist, Marked Tree, TBA

Mt. Pleasant Southern Baptist, TBA

Friendship Baptist, Springdale, 5:30 p.m.

First Baptist, Horseshoe Bend, 6 p.m.

First Baptist, Flippin, 4 p.m.

First Baptist, Hope, 4 p.m.

Calvary Baptist, West Memphis, TBA

First Baptist, Casa, 6 p.m.

Beech Springs Camp, Louann, TBA

TBA, 7 p.m.

West Baptist, Batesville, 3:30 p.m.

Community Baptist, Royal, TBA
Woodland Heights, Conway, 6 p.m.

First Baptist, McGehee, 6 p.m.
Shannon Baptist, Pocahontas, TBA

First Baptist, Mulberry, TBA

Rye Hill Baptist, Fort Smith, 6 p.m.

Spring Lake Baptist Assembly,

Southside Baptist, Stuttgart, 6 p.m.
Old Austin Baptist, Austin, 3 p.m.
First Southern Baptist, Bearden, TBA
First Baptist, Judsonia, 6:15 p.m.

Circle Cross Cowboy Church,
Mt. Tabor Baptist, Jessieville, 1:15 p.m.
Pleasant Grove No. 2, Mansfield, 7 p.m.
First Baptist, Imboden, 10 a.m.
First Baptist, Viola, TBA
First Baptist, Monticello, TBA
Jarvis Chapel, Crossett, TBA
First Baptist, Marianna, 3 p.m.

Oct. 14
Oct. 11
Oct. 6

Oct. 15

Oct. 12
Oct. 15
Oct. 16

Oct. 9
Oct. 15

Oct. 18
Oct. 9
Oct. 14
Oct. 16
Oct. 16
Aug. 26

Oct. 16
Oct. 18
Oct. 15
Oct. 2
Oct. 15
Oct. 16

Oct. 14

White River
Wash. Madison
Trinity
Tri-County
Southwest Arkansas
Rocky Bayou
Red River
Pulaski
Ouachita
Northwest
North Pulaski
North Central
North Arkansas
Mt. Zion
Mississippi
Little River

Little Red River
Liberty
Independence

Oct. 15
Oct. 15
Oct. 29
Oct. 29
Oct. 19
Oct. 18
Oct. 14
Oct. 16
Jan. 19 (2019)
Oct. 22
Sept. 24
Oct. 8
Oct. 16
Oct. 15
Oct. 16
Oct. 8

Oct. 15
Nov. 5
Oct. 14

Glenwood, 3 p.m.

Lonsdale, 5:30 p.m.

Heber Springs, 4 p.m.

Editor’s Note: This list of associational meetings was provided by Arkansas Bap-
tist State Convention and by contacting individual associations. If you would like 
to request a representative of the Arkansas Baptist News to speak or  to provide an 
exhibit at your annual meeting, please call 501-376-4791, ext. 5153, or email  
abn@arkansasbaptist.org.

$15 = 1 movie and 
(maybe) a small popcorn

or
A 1-year subscription 
to the 

Don’t be a back-row Baptist!
Subscribe today at 

arkansasbaptist.org/subscribe

aBSC annual MEEting
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2018 ABSC Annual Meeting Schedule
TUESDAY MORNING, October 23

8:25 a.m. Presentation/Salute to Flags
8:30 a.m. Pre-Session Music......................Robert Ramsey, FBC, Russellville
8:45 a.m. Welcome.........Archie Mason, Central Baptist Church, Jonesboro 
8:50 a.m. Worship.....................................Robert Ramsey, FBC, Russellville
8:55 a.m. Focused Prayer..................................................................Bill Elliff
9:05 a.m. FULFILL YOUR CALLING: AR............J.D. “Sonny” Tucker
9:15 a.m. President’s Welcome and Call to Order........................Greg Sykes
9:20 a.m. Appointment of Committees.....................................Greg Sykes  
   Credentials Committee.................................Dubs Byers  
   Order of Business Committee.....................Kenny Stacy  
   Resolutions Committee....................................Larry Page
   Tellers Committee............................................Matt Pryor
9:25 a.m. Worship.....................................Robert Ramsey, FBC, Russellville
9:30 a.m. PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE......................................Greg Sykes
10:00 a.m. FULFILL YOUR CALLING: EVANGELISM + CHURCH   
  HEALTH TEAM...............................................Marcus Brown
10:10 a.m. Worship.....................................Robert Ramsey, FBC, Russellville
10:15 a.m. Ouachita Baptist University.............................................Ben Sells
10:25 a.m. Arkansas Baptist Foundation................................Bobby Thomas
10:35 a.m. EXECUTIVE BOARD REPORT................Manley Beasley Jr.
10:55 a.m. Worship.....................................Robert Ramsey, FBC, Russellville
11:00 a.m. Camp Siloam.............................................................Jason Wilkie
11:10 a.m. Closing Prayer..............................................................Blake Ligon

TUESDAY AFTERNOON, October 23

1:15 p.m. Instrumental Ensemble..........................................Master’Singers
1:30 p.m. Worship......................................Word Baptist Church, Jonesboro
1:35 p.m. Focused Prayer...............................................................David Cox 
1:45 p.m. Williams Baptist University Report and Choir.............................
  ...............................................................Stan Norman, Bob Magee
2:10 p.m. FULFILL YOUR CALLING: MISSIONS TEAM.......................
  .............................................................................Bob Harper
2:20 p.m. Miscellaneous Business.................................................Greg Sykes
2:30 p.m. Convention Nominating Committee Report.........Brian Whitney
2:35 p.m. Worship......................................Word Baptist Church, Jonesboro
2:40 p.m. Arkansas Faith and Ethics Council................................Larry Page

2:50 p.m. Casting a Missions Vision Panel..................................................  
  ................................................................moderated by Greg Sykes 
  (Jay Ham, Archie Mason, Wyman Richardson and Sam Roberts)
3:20 p.m. Worship..................................Word Baptist Church, Jonesboro
3:25 p.m. MESSAGE..........................................................Archie Mason
4:00 p.m. Closing Prayer.............................................................Chris Roller

TUESDAY EVENING, October 23

6:00 p.m. • Call to Worship 
  • Master’Singers
  • Testimonies  
  • Dixie Jackson Emphasis
  • Message by J.D. “Sonny” Tucker
  • Commissioning Service
8:30 p.m. Closing Prayer ...........................................................Grey Falanga

WEDNESDAY MORNING, October 24

8:30 a.m. Pre-Session Music..Jeff Stotts, Central Baptist Church, Jonesboro
8:45 a.m. Worship.................Jeff Stotts, Central Baptist Church, Jonesboro
8:50 a.m. FULFILL YOUR CALLING: COLLEGE + YOUNG 
  LEADERS TEAM......................................................David James
9:00 a.m. Miscellaneous Business.................................................Greg Sykes 
9:15 a.m. Arkansas Baptist Children’s Homes............................David Perry
9:25 a.m. Worship.................Jeff Stotts, Central Baptist Church, Jonesboro
9:30 a.m. CONVENTION SERMON.....................................Ronnie Deal
10:00 a.m. ELECTION OF OFFICERS (President)
10:05 a.m. Arkansas Baptist News..............................................Tim Yarbrough
10:10 a.m. SBC Executive Committee...........................................Augie Boto
10:15 a.m. ELECTION OF OFFICERS (First Vice President)
10:20 a.m. Resolutions.....................................................................Larry Page
10:35 a.m. ELECTION OF OFFICERS (Second Vice President)
10:40 a.m. Prayer for Newly Elected Officers..................J.D. “Sonny” Tucker
10:45 a.m. Prayer for Revival and Spiritual Awakening..................Greg Sykes 
11:05 a.m. Adjourn

Related meetings
Block Party

Mon.–Wed., Oct. 22-24
Location: Church
grounds by DR

Ministers’ Wives Conference
Monday, Oct. 22
9:30 a.m.–2 p.m.
Location: 
The Loft, Room 2200

Young Leaders Panel
Monday, Oct. 22, noon
Location:  
The Spot, Room 207

Hispanic Celebration
Monday, Oct. 22
7-9:30 p.m.
Location:

 Iglesia Tabernaculo  
 Bautista, 726 Johnson 
 Ave.

Church Planting 
Celebration Dinner

Monday, Oct. 22

4:30–6:15 p.m.
Location: 
The Loft, Room 2200

Associational Missionary 
Fellowship

Monday, Oct. 22
4:45–6:15 p.m.
Location: 
The Attic, Room 2225

Missionary Parents 
Fellowship

Monday, Oct. 22
5–6:15 p.m.
Location: 
Mt. Zion Baptist 
Association, 
726 Johnson Ave.

The Link – Celebrating with 
Arkansas Baptists hosted by 
the agencies + institutions

Monday, Oct. 22
8:30–9:30 p.m.

See MEETINGS page 11
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Ark. Baptists to be nominated for service in Jonesboro
ABSC ExECutivE BoArd

Term to Expire in 2021
Big Creek – Ken Sanders, layman, 

member, First Baptist Church, Viola
Calvary – *Tim Noel, pastor, 

Trinity Baptist Church, Searcy
Carey – Don B. Phillips, senior 

pastor, Calvary Baptist Church, 
Camden

Central – Rick Grant, senior 
pastor, First Baptist Church, Benton

Central – Greg Spann, pastor, 
Cross Bar C Cowboy Church, 
Benton

Central – John Venable, lead 
pastor, New Life Baptist Church, 
Alexander

Clear Creek – *Chris Johnson, 
senior pastor, First Baptist Church, 
Van Buren

Concord – *Brad Lewter, senior 
pastor, Grand Avenue Baptist 
Church, Fort Smith

Conway-Perry – Bill Scroggs, 
pastor, First Baptist Church, Petit 
Jean

Current-Gaines – *Kevin Murray, 
pastor, Emmanuel Baptist Church, 
Piggott

Greene County – *Kim Bridges, 
pastor, First Baptist Church, 
Marmaduke

Harmony – William (Dubs) 
Byers, pastor, First Baptist Church, 
Dumas

Independence – *Stacy Reed, 
pastor, First Baptist Church, 
Batesville

Liberty – *Casey Hough, senior 
pastor, First Baptist Church, 
Camden

Liberty – *Mike Launius, pastor, 
Rugged Cross Cowboy Church, 
Magnolia

Little Red River – Kent Dixon, 
associational missionary, Little Red 
River Baptist Assoc., Heber Springs

Little River – *Kevin Sartin, 
pastor, First Baptist Church, 
Nashville

Mississippi County – *Eddie 
Clemons, pastor, First Baptist 
Church, Gosnell

Mount Zion – *Archie Mason, 
senior pastor, Central Baptist 
Church, Jonesboro

Mount Zion – *Bruce Venable, 
senior pastor, First Baptist Church, 
Jonesboro

North Arkansas – Kenny Stacy, 
senior pastor, Eagle Heights Baptist 
Church, Harrison

North Pulaski – *Craig Collier, 
pastor, Mount Pisgah Baptist 
Church, Jacksonville

North Pulaski – Mark Smith, 
pastor, First Baptist Church, 
Jacksonville

Northwest – Al Fowler, senior 

pastor, First Baptist Church, Pea 
Ridge

Pulaski – Matt Duran, pastor 
of leadership & training, Indian 
Springs Baptist Church, Bryant

Pulaski – *Byron Eiseman, 
layman, member, Immanuel Baptist 
Church, Little Rock

Red River – Louie Heard, lead 
pastor, Second Baptist Church, 
Arkadelphia

Red River – *Craig Seals, senior 
pastor, Park Hill Baptist Church, 
Arkadelphia

Tri-County – *Shirley Forrest, 
layperson, member First Baptist 
Church, Marion

Trinity – Stephen Smith, layman, 
member, First Baptist Church, 
Harrisburg

Washington Madison – Billy 
Chidester, senior pastor, Elmdale 
Baptist Church, Springdale

White River – Scott Speer, senior 
pastor, East Side Baptist Church, 
Mountain Home

District 2 – Jeanie Langle, 
layperson, member, West Baptist 
Church, Batesville

District 3 – Carol Cone, 
layperson, member, Walnut Street 
Baptist Church, Jonesboro

District 4 – Susie Thompson, 
layperson, member, Dallas Street 
Baptist Church, Fort Smith

District 7 – *Rose Knight, 
layperson, member, First Baptist 
Church, Arkadelphia

Term to Expire in 2020
Mississippi County – Jason 

Glenn, pastor, First Baptist Church, 
Osceola

Term to Expire in 2019
Greene County – Bob Wells, 

layman, member, East Side Baptist 
Church, Paragould

District 6 – Tammy Tompkins, 
layperson, member, First Baptist 
Church, Cabot

ArkAnSAS BAptiSt ChildrEn’S 
homES And FAmily miniStriES

Term to Expire in 2021
*Clara Cromer – layperson, 

member, Immanuel Baptist Church, 
Little Rock 

Nathan James – pastor, Epoch 
Church, Little Rock

*Dale Johnson – layman, 
member, Parkway Place Baptist 
Church, Little Rock

*Tommy Papasan – layman, 
member, First Baptist Church, 
Danville

*Kenneth Thornton – pastor, 
First Baptist Church, Pine Bluff

*Mary Watkins – layperson, 

member, First Baptist Church, 
Marion

ArkAnSAS BAptiSt FoundAtion

Term to Expire in 2021
*Mark Conine – layman, 

member, Immanuel Baptist Church, 
Little Rock

Clay Cunningham – associate 
pastor of family ministry, First 
Baptist Church, Benton

Jim Harris – layman, member,  
Cross Church, Springdale

*John McMoran – layman, 
member, The Summit Church, 
North Little Rock

*Larry Walker – layman, member,  
First Baptist Church, Russellville

Term to Expire in 2020
Eric Brown – missions pastor, 

Central Baptist Church, Jonesboro

Term to Expire in 2019
Noyl Houston – layman, member,  

Central Baptist Church, Jonesboro

ArkAnSAS BAptiSt nEwSmAgAzinE

Term to Expire in 2021
*Danny Allen – pastor, Rison 

Baptist Church, Rison 
– Member at Large

Lyndon Finney 
– layman, member,  
Immanuel Baptist 
Church, Little Rock – 
District 5

*Tommy Jacobs – 
retired pastor, member,  
Greenfield Baptist 
Church, Harrisburg – 
Member at Large

Glenda Riddle 
– student minister, 
First Baptist Church, 
Ashdown – Member at 
Large 

*Carey Trickey – 
pastor, First Baptist 
Church, Judsonia – 
District 6

CAmp SiloAm 
(ArkAnSAS BAptiSt 
ASSEmBly)

Term to Expire in 
2021

Chris McCarty 
– pastor of children 
& young families, 
Mount Carmel Baptist 
Church, Cabot

Christopher Ruth 
– layman, member,  
Cross Church, 
Fayetteville

Paul Spann – 
layman, member,  
Immanuel Baptist 
Church, Little Rock

*Jon Stubblefield – pastor, 
Barcelona Road Baptist Church, Hot 
Springs Village 

*Guy Wilcox – worship leader, 
University Baptist Church, 
Fayetteville

Term to Expire in 2020
Felix Guiterez – layman, member,  

First Baptist Church, Bentonville

ouAChitA BAptiSt univErSity

Term to Expire in 2021
*Scott Carter – layman, member,  

First Baptist Church, Norphlet
Suzie Everett – layperson, 

member, First Baptist Church, 
Benton

*Larry Kircher – layman, 
member, Central Baptist Church, 
Bald Knob

Sam Roberts – senior pastor, First 
Baptist Church, Stuttgart

*Susan Wamble – layperson, 
member, First Baptist Church, Pine 
Bluff

*Harold (Bob) White – layman, 
member, First Baptist Church, Searcy

Gretna Wilcher – layperson, 
member, First Baptist Church, 
Lavaca

Gus Williamson – layman, 
member West Baptist Church, 
Batesville

Term to Expire in 2020
Tabetha Bramucci – layperson, 

member, First Baptist Church, 
Marion

Term to Expire in 2019
Bill Elliff – senior teaching & 

lead pastor, The Summit Church, 
North Little Rock

Scott Street – layman, member,  
First Baptist Church, Rogers

williAmS BAptiSt univErSity

Term to Expire in 2021
Jamar Andrews – lead pastor, 

Word Baptist Church, Jonesboro
Cliff Cabaness II – layman, 

member, First Baptist Church, Fort 
Smith

Jeff Crawford – lead pastor of 
ministries & teaching pastor, Cross 
Church, Springdale

James Nichols – senior pastor, 
First Baptist Church, Marion

Zac Reno – lead pastor, The 
Summit Church, Saline County, 
Benton

Visit arkansasbaptist.org for annual meeting coverage!

aBSC annual MEEting

See NOMINATIONS page 11
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*David Russell – layman, 
member, Central Baptist Church, 
Jonesboro

Jim Shaw – pastor of discipleship, 
First Baptist Church, Rogers

Jody Smotherman – layman, 
member, Newark Southern Baptist 
Church, Newark

BAptiSt mEmoriAl hEAlth CArE 
CorporAtion, mEmphiS, tEnn.

Term to Expire in 2021
Bob Harrison – layman, member,  

Central Baptist Church, Jonesboro 
*Richard Trout – layman, 

member, First Baptist Church, 
Blytheville

*Bobby Wilkerson – layman, 
member, First Baptist Church, 
Stuttgart

ConStitution And By-lAwS 
CommittEE

Term to Expire in 2021
Josh Bryant – layman, member, 

First Baptist Church, Rogers
*John McCallum – pastor, First 

Baptist Church, Hot Springs

ConvEntion progrAm CommittEE

Term to Expire in 2021
Tim Stewart – education pastor, 

First Baptist Church, Jonesboro

FuturE SitE For thE AnnuAl 
mEEting

October 24-25, 2023 – Nettleton 
Baptist Church, Jonesboro

2019 ConvEntion SErmon

Preacher – Jamar Andrews, pastor, 

Word Baptist Church, Jonesboro

Alternate – Kyle Reno, pastor, The 

Summit Church, Conway

2018 ConvEntion nominAting 

CommittEE

Erby Burgess – senior pastor, First 

Baptist Church, Glenwood

Dave Hughey – lead pastor, Geyer 

Springs First Baptist Church,  

Little Rock

Chris Johnson – senior pastor, First 

Baptist Church, Van Buren

Ralph Mashburn – layman, 

member, Lonoke Baptist Church, 

Lonoke

James “Tad” Rogers, Jr. – lead 

pastor, First Baptist Church, Mountain 

Home

Phillip Smith – senior pastor, First 

Baptist Church, Bentonville

Mac Stroud – layman, member, 

Park Hill Baptist Church, North Little 

Rock

Paul White – layman, member, First 

Baptist Church, Benton

Brian Whitney – pastor, First 

Baptist Church, Searcy

Manley Beasley, Jr. – senior pastor, 

Hot Springs Baptist Church, Hot 

Springs; Ex-officio member

Greg Sykes – senior pastor, First 

Baptist Church, Russellville; Ex-officio 

member

*Denotes second term

continued from page 9
MEETINGS

Location: 
The Loft, Room 2200

Disaster Relief – 
complimentary lunch

Tuesday, Oct. 23 
11:30 a.m.
Location: 
Church grounds

Chaplains Lunch
Tuesday, Oct. 23
11:30 a.m.
Location: 
The Attic, Room 2225

Seminary Luncheons –  
Tuesday, Oct. 23, 11:30 a.m.

Mid-America Seminary
Location: Room 2325

New Orleans Seminary
Location: Room 2320 

 

Southwestern Seminary
Location: Room 2318

Arkansas Student 
Pastors Network

Tuesday, Oct. 23
4:15–6 p.m.
Location:  
The Spot, Room 207

Preschool & Children’s 
Ministry Dinner and 
Roundtable

Tuesday, Oct. 23
4:15–6 p.m.
Location: Room 1243

Women’s Ministry 
Network Dinner

Tuesday, Oct. 23
4:15–6 p.m.
Location: 
The Attic, Room 2225

CP Breakfast
Tuesday, Oct. 24
7 a.m.
Location: The Loft,
Room 2200

Resolution submission and 2018 ABSC committees
CONVENTION Resolutions 
Committee Chairman Larry 
Page, executive director of the 
Arkansas Faith and Ethics 
Council, has invited Arkan-
sas Baptist messengers with 
proposed resolutions to send 
them to the committee for 
early review.

Anyone desiring to present 
a resolution to the commit-
tee should mail a copy of the 
proposed resolution to the ad-
dress below by Tuesday, Oct. 
9. Proposed resolutions may 
also be submitted at the an-
nual meeting until 9:30 a.m. 
on Tuesday, Oct. 23.

Mail to: Arkansas Baptist 
State Convention, Attn:  Mrs. 
Vera Clancy, 10 Reming-
ton Drive, Little Rock, AR  
72204.

The published conven-
tion schedule calls for reso-
lutions to be considered 
during the morning session  

Wednesday, Oct. 24. 
See the 2018 ABSC com-

mittees below.

Credentials
Dubs Byers, chairman, 

pastor, First Baptist Church, 
Dumas

Izah Broadus, pastor, New 
Faith/Little Rock

Grey Falanga, pastor, Wal-
nut Street Baptist Church, 
Jonesboro

Bob Hall, pastor, First Bap-
tist Church, Beebe

Mike Hart, discipleship pas-
tor, Nettleton Baptist Church, 
Jonesboro

Johnny Hutchison, pas-
tor, Highland Drive Baptist 
Church, Jonesboro

John Maley, pastor, First 
Baptist Church, Trumann 

Order of Business
Kenny Stacy, chairman, 

pastor, Eagle Heights Baptist 
Church, Harrison

Mark Dewbre, church ad-
ministrator, Park Hill Baptist 
Church, North Little Rock 

Ronnie Toon, associational 
missionary, Independence 
Baptist Association, Batesville
 
Resolutions

Larry Page, chairman, ex-

ecutive director, Arkansas 
Faith and Ethics Council,  
Little Rock

Doug Falknor, pastor, First 
Baptist Church, Fayetteville

Basil Joiner, pastor, St. Paul 
Missionary Baptist Church, 
Bay

John McCallum, pastor, 
First Baptist Church, Hot 
Springs

Dale Noe, pastor, First Bap-
tist Church, Marked Tree

Sam Roberts, pastor, First 
Baptist Church, Stuttgart

Jay Shell, member, layman, 
West Baptist Church, Bates-
ville

Ronnie Toon, associational 
missionary, Independence 
Baptist Association, Batesville

Brian Whitney, pastor, First 
Baptist Church, Searcy

Parliamentarians
Dan Raines, lead parlia-

mentarian, layman, member, 
First Baptist Church, Russell-
ville

Rick Grant, pastor, First 
Baptist Church, Benton

Mike Rainwater, layman, 
member, Immanuel Baptist 
Church, Little Rock

See COMMITTEES 
page 13

For more Arkansas Baptist news visit, arkansasbaptist.org
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C l a s s i f i e d s

FBC Lake St. Louis, Missouri, is seeking full-
time senior pastor. Senior pastor experi-
ence is required. Please send resume to psc@
fbclsl.org.

First Baptist Church in Independence, Kan-
sas, seeks full-time senior pastor. Aver-
age worship attendance 180/Sunday morning. 
Unified church. No debt. Within budget. Prefer 
seminary graduate and a few years’ experience 
as senior pastor. See detailed position descrip-
tion and church description on Midwestern 
Baptist Seminary website. Contact Gary Follmer, 
Search Team Chairman, at pastorsearch@ 
fbionline.org or 620-330-4906.

Victory Baptist Church, Back Gate, AR, is 
seeking a full-time pastor. Please send re-
sumes to: pastorsearch@vbcbackgate.com.

Millcreek Baptist seeking full-time pas-
tor. Send resumes to MBC Search Committee, 
5837 Millcreek Road, Hot Springs, AR 71901, or 
email to corbet@cablelynx.com.

New Freedom Baptist Church of Malvern is 
seeking a bi-vocational pastor. Please mail 
resume to PO Box 957, Malvern, AR 72104.

First Baptist Church of Maumelle is seeking 
full-time pastor. Please send resume to First 
Baptist Church, ATTN: Pastor Search Commit-
tee, 100 Valencia Drive, Maumelle, AR 72113, 
or email to: searchcommitteefbcm@gmail.com.

First Baptist Church Horatio is seeking a full-
time pastor. Send resume to Pastor Search 
Committee, FBC Horatio, P.O. Box 296, Horatio, 
AR 71842, or email resumes to: fbchoratio@

Graves Memorial Baptist Church, North Little 
Rock, is seeking a full-time or part-time 
youth pastor. Please send resumes to nick@
gmbclife.com.

FBC, Walnut Ridge, is searching for a full-
time student minister to oversee ministry 
to youth and families 7th-12th grade. Must 
provide vision for reaching the community and 
teaching the church. Now accepting resumes at 
stumin@fbcwalnutridge.org.

FBC, Port Arthur, Texas, is prayerfully seek-
ing a full-time worship/outreach pas-
tor. We are a multi-generational church that 
currently has a traditional worship style but is 
moving to a more contemporary worship. This 
individual must not only be musically gifted but 
also have a heart for outreach as we try to reach 
our community for Christ. For a full job descrip-
tion and information concerning FBCPA please 
visit www.fbcportarthur.org. Send resumes to 
dhintonfbc@gmail.com.

Woodland Heights, Conway, is seeking a 
full-time student pastor. Experience and 
education required. Send resumes to resumes@
whbcconway.org. Deadline Sept 30.

Ruddell Hill Baptist Church, Batesville, 
is seeking a part-time youth minis-
ter. Interested candidates send resume to 
805 Bethesda Rd., Batesville, AR 72501 or  
ruddellhillpastor@gmail.com.

Tri-County Baptist Association, Wynne, Ar-
kansas, is seeking resumes for associational 
missionary. Send resume to Search Commit-
tee, c/o Greg Dewitt, 14503 Hwy 37 S., McCrory, 
AR 72101 or email to greg44dewitt@icloud.com.

First Baptist Church, Murfreesboro, Arkansas,  
is seeking a part-time student pastor. 
Send resume to 500 S. Washington, Murfrees-
boro, AR 71958 or firstbaptistmurfreesboro@
gmail.com.

First Baptist Church, Murfreesboro, Arkansas 
is seeking a part-time music minister. 
Send resume to 500 S. Washington, Murfrees-
boro, AR 71958 or firstbaptistmurfreesboro@
gmail.com.

South Main Baptist Church, Crossett, is seek-
ing a bi-vocational youth pastor. Send 
resume to: smbcsecretary@windstream.net or 
PO Box 430, Crossett, AR 71635.

First Baptist Church, Hardy, looking for 
full-time associate minister to young 
families. Need someone who has the heart 
to work with young adults and give guidance to 
ministry of children and youth. Send resume to 
P.O. Box 27, Hardy, AR 72542-0027.

Farmington First is seeking a full-time 
student minister for established youth 
ministry. Looking for someone to take students 
deeper in the faith and equip them to reach oth-
ers. Experience and a theology degree preferred 
but not required. Send resume to personnel@
farmingtonfirst.com.

Pleasant Hill Baptist Church is seeking a 
full-time youth pastor. Please send resume 
to: Pleasant Hill Baptist Church, 24310 N. Sardis 
Rd., Bauxite, AR 72011 Att: David Littleton.

Pleasant Hill Baptist Church, Bauxite, AR, is 
seeking a worship leader. Please send re-
sume to Pleasant Hill Baptist Church, 24310 N. 
Sardis Rd., Bauxite, AR 72011 Att: Steve Barnes.

FBC, Prescott, is seeking an energetic part-
time music/choir director. Please send re-
sume to: FBC Prescott Personnel Committee, PO 
Box 447, Prescott, AR 71857.

First Baptist Church, Henderson, Texas, full-
time position for children’s minister, to 
minister to children and young families. Send 
resumes to David Higgs, 207 W. Main St., Hen-
derson, Texas, 75652, or email dhiggs@thefbc.org.

Bi-vocational worship pastor for 
blended service. FBC, Pea Ridge. 479-451-
8192. To submit resume or request more info -  
al@prfbc.org.

Perryville FBC is seeking a bi-voca-
tional music director. Send resumes to  
pvfb.church@gmail.com.

First Baptist Church of El Dorado, AR, is  
seeking to hire an associate pastor of  
worship. This full-time position is responsible 
for developing and leading a church-wide wor-
ship ministry, which promotes the development 
of fully devoted followers of Jesus. Interested 
candidates can submit a resume with cover let-
ter by mail (200 W. Main, El Dorado, AR) or email  
jonathan.kelley@fbceldorado.org.

2000 Chevrolet 280 Aerostar 29 pas-
senger bus. 70,000 miles, new tires, rear air. 
Price $10,000.00. Call (501) 230-2954 for more 
info.

Free organ available to a church in need. 
Located in Ashdown, AR. Call 870-898-3935 for 
details.

windstream.net.
North Main Baptist SBC Church seeking 

bi-vocational pastor. Send resumes to 
jvance1@windstream.net or 707 North Main, 
Sheridan, AR 72150.

First Baptist Church, Harrisburg, is seek-
ing candidates for a full-time pastor. The 
preferred candidate will be an experienced, 
ordained pastor with a seminary degree con-
sistent with Southern Baptist theology. Send 
resumes to the Pastor Search Committee, 201 
West Jackson St., Harrisburg, AR 72432, or 
VickieMorris@harrisburgfbc.com.

First Baptist Church, Centerville, is seeking 
a bi-vocational pastor. Send resume to 
801 East 16th Street, Russellville, AR 72801, or 
email: arvba@suddenlink.net.

FBC Mountain View is accepting resumes for 
a full-time minister to students. Multi-
generational, family-centric church in beauti-
ful North Central Arkansas. Email resumes to 
searchteam@fbcmountainview.org. 

Judsonia FBC is in search of a full-time 
pastor of youth/education director. 
Please send resumes to fbcjud@gmail.com or 
call (501) 729-3336.

First Baptist Church of Sherwood, Arkansas 
is seeking a full-time student minister. 
Resumes received through October 21. Send 
to First Baptist Church, Student Minister Search 
Committee, 701 Country Club Rd., Sherwood, 
AR 72120 or email response@fbcsherwood.org.

PASTOR

MISCELLANEOUS

OTHER STAFF POSITIONS

Obituaries

Manley Christopher 
“Chris” Beasley, 40, of Hot 
Springs, died Aug. 26. 

Beasley enjoyed sports. He 
was an avid history buff and 
loved to study and teach. He 
was a guitarist, vocalist and 
passionate about the study of 
Scripture.

Beasley was the son of 
Manley Beasley, pastor of Hot 
Springs Baptist Church, Hot 
Springs. 

Beasley was preceded in 
death by his grandparents, 
Manley Beasley Sr., Mar-
the Beasley and Kenneth R.  

arkansasbaptist.org/
church-subscriptions

Crossword key, 
see crossword page 14

Billy O. Kite is serving as 
pastor at Military Road Baptist 
Church in Jacksonville. 

September 21-23, 2018 at Camp Siloam

Scroggins Sr. 
Beasley is survived by his 

parents, Manley and Shirleen; 
a sister, Amber Goff; a grand-
mother, Dorothy June Scrog-
gins; two nephews and a niece.

A celebration of life was 
held on Sept. 8 at Hot Springs 
Baptist Church. 

Lottie Lucille Conner 
Russell, 107, of Star City, died 
Sept. 5. 

Russell worked as a beau-
tician and owned her shop 
for many years. She was a 
longtime member of Hickory 
Grove Baptist Church, Star 
City. 

Church life

On the move

Geyer Springs First Baptist 
Church will host Old Cars, 
Old Guys and Catfish on 
Monday, Oct. 8. People are 

Charles D. Hocking Sr. re-
ceived his license to minister 
Sept. 9. Hocking is the minis-
ter of music at Southside Bap-
tist Church in Heber Springs. 

Russell was preceded in 
death by her husband, Carvel 
Russell, and her son, Ross Rus-
sell. 

She is survived by two 
grandchildren, two great-
grandchildren and three great-
great-grandchildren.

The funeral was Sept. 8 at 
Griffin Funeral Chapel fol-
lowed by burial at Hickory 
Grove Cemetery.  

encouraged to bring their old 
or restored car to show it off. 
There will be a prize for crowd 
favorite. 

Toby Havens is serving as 
pastor at First Baptist Church 
in England.
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Matt Pryor, chairman, 
pastor, First Baptist Church, 

Manila
Maurice Brister, pastor, 

Unity Bible Baptist Church, 
Little Rock

Carley Davis, pastor, 
First Baptist Church,  
Smackover

Greg Dills, pastor, First Bap-
tist Church, Newport

Jason Goad, pastor, Corner-
stone Baptist Church, Harris-
burg

Jake Guenrich, pastor, First 
Baptist Church, Walnut Ridge

Josh Hall, pastor, First Bap-
tist Church, West Memphis

Mike Love, pastor, Heber 
Springs Baptist Church, Heber 
Springs

Clayton Sheets, pastor, First 
Baptist Church, Danville

Mark Smith, pastor, First 
Baptist Church, Jacksonville

Reid Terry, pastor, Lonoke 
Baptist Church, Lonoke

Chester Witherspoon, pas-
tor, Tabernacle of God Baptist 
Church, Marion

aCroSS arkanSaS

Milestones

First Baptist Church in 
McRae will celebrate its 100th 
anniversary on Oct. 7. Wor-
ship will begin at 9:45 a.m. fol-
lowed by lunch and fellowship 
activities.

Louise Scott was hon-
ored for 39 years of service 
as church secretary at First 
Baptist Church in Malvern on 
Sept. 9. 

47th Street Baptist 
Church in North Little Rock 
celebrated its 70th anniversary 
on Sept. 6.

Baptist life

Arkansas Baptist State 
Convention Disaster Relief 
is providing regional training 
on Oct. 13 at Geyer Springs 
Baptist Church in Little Rock. 
For more information, go to 
absc.org/disasterrelief. 

SILOAM SPRINGS – Mem-
bers of the Arkansas Baptist 
Foundation Board of Direc-
tors and staff heard an update 
on the history and took a tour 
of Camp Siloam during its 
Aug. 9 meeting.

Each August the Founda-
tion holds one of its quarterly 
meetings at a ministry part-
ner’s location, which allows 
board members and staff to 
become more acquainted with 
the work of the agencies and 
institutions the Foundation 
serves. The meeting is called 
its annual “Board Advance,” 
according to Bobby Thomas, 
Foundation president. 

During an agency update,  
Jason Wilkie, executive direc-
tor of Camp Siloam, told of 
God’s faithfulness throughout 
the Feed My Sheep Campaign 
launched in November 2015. 

Through the transforma-
tive financial gifts of individu-
als, as well as the participation 
of 65 churches, the campaign 
came full circle this past year, 
allowing for the completion 
in May of the new Cedar Hall 
dining facility, Wilkie told  

board members.
In other business, board 

members:
– Heard a devotion by 

Clark Whitney, pastor of stu-
dent ministry at First Baptist 
Church in Siloam Springs. 
Whitney used 2 Chronicles 
18 to illustrate the commit-
ment God’s people must make 
to follow the Word of God  
both in our speech and deci-
sions.

– Reviewed second quarter 
financials, noting that 2018 
distributions to date total 
$15,379,398, which brings 
total distributions for the past 
12 months to $32,060,022.

– Heard proposed board 
nominations for 2019 to be 
presented at the Arkansas Bap-
tist State Convention Annual 
Meeting to be held Oct. 23-24 
at Central Baptist Church in 
Jonesboro. New board mem-
ber nominees include Eric 
Brown, business administra-
tor/missions pastor at Central 
Baptist, Jonesboro, and Clay 
Cunningham, associate pastor 
of family ministry at First Bap-
tist Church, Benton.

Foundation board
meets at Camp Siloam

Fielding speaks to law
enforcement officers 
MAGNOLIA – Changes in 
societal norms mean law en-
forcement officers face unique 
challenges today compared to 
the past.

That’s what Bob Fielding, 
chaplaincy consultant with 
the Arkansas Baptist State  
Convention, told law enforce-
ment officers gathered Aug. 3 
at an appreciation dinner at 
Central Baptist Church, Mag-
nolia.

Speaking to law enforce-
ment officers from five agen-
cies in Columbia County, 
Fielding acknowledged the 
difficult situations officers face 
and said they are the product 
of society’s attitude toward law 

enforcement changing drasti-
cally in recent years.

Fielding, who serves as an 
auxiliary police officer and 
lead chaplain at the Jack-
sonville Police Department, 
shared from several experienc-
es where he believes chaplains 
were a great help to members 
of the department.

“Officers, your chaplains re-
ally care about you. They are 
not here to take the place of 
your pastor or to force religion 
down you,” Fielding said, add-
ing, “But, they are a spiritual 
presence when you need it, an 
ear when you need it, a person 
who is there when you need 
them.”

BALTIMORE – Williams 
Baptist University’s (WBU)  
chapter of Phi Beta Lambda 
business society students won 
several awards at the National 
Leadership Conference in Bal-
timore.

Betsy Ryan earned fourth 
place honors nationally for 
presenting WBU’s Gold 

Chapter Report. Ryan and 
fellow WBU student Oni 
Robertson won fifth place 
honors in two categories:  
Small Business Management 
Plan and Emerging Business 
Issues.

Allen Thompson qualified 
for the final round in Business 
Decision Making.

Reydell Baptist Church in 
Reydell celebrated its 87th an-
niversary Sept. 16. 

WBU students (from left), Allen Thompson, Betsy Ryan and Oni Robertson, pose 
with their awards at the National Leadership Conference in Baltimore.

WBU students capture awards
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Across
1. “There is a way which seemeth 
right unto ___” (Proverbs 14:12)
4. “whereby we cry ___, Father” 
(Romans 8:15)
8. Harness part
11. “Why make ye this ___ and 
weep?” (Mark 5:39)
12. “___ down all thy strong holds” 
(Micah 5:11)
13. Alphonso’s queen
14. Still
15. Trav. org.
16. Mother of Ishmael
18. The month of April (Exodus 13)
20. Telegram
21. Gad. degree
22. “___ cumi” (Mark 5:41)
25. “Thou shalt lay up ___ as dust” 
(Job 22:24)
26. “a great gulf ___ between us” 
(Luke 16:26)
27. Printer’s measure
28. One (Scot.)
29. Before (poet.)

30. “will do all that thou shall ___ 
us” (2 Kings 10:5)
31. Pronoun
32. Planted
34. Complete
35. “For by him were all things cre-
ated,…whether they be ___” (Colos-
sians 1:16)
37. Office holders
38. Camel’s ___
39. “in ___ will I call them my  
people” (Romans 9:25)
41. Fire (Sp.)
43. Egg (comb. form)
44. “thou shalt put ___ away iniq-
uity” (Job 22:23)
47. Reply (syn.)
48. Not in your wildest dreams
50. A son of Caleb (1 Chronicles 4)
51. Earl Grey, for example
52. Wither
53. Number of Joseph’s brothers 
who went to buy corn in Egypt 

(Genesis 45)

Down
1. Cape ___, NJ
2. Fruit drink
3. “a ___ prisoner named Barab-
bas” (Matthew 27:16)
4. An evil king of Israel
5. S.A. country
6. “First” name of nursery rhyme 
character
7. Short time
8. “take ye wives, ___ sons and 
daughters” (Jeremiah 29:6)
9. Actress Claire
10. ___ paper
12. A group of Asian languages 
(var.)
17. Parched
19. Good (colloq.)
20. “For this people’s heart is ___ 
gross” (Matthew 13:15)
21. Sivan, the third ___ (Esther 8)
22. Bores
23. “And if children, then ___ of 
God” (Romans 8:17)
24. Aunt Bea’s nephew

25. Manner of walking
26. “to the ___, ye shall give the 
less inheritance” (Numbers 33:54)
30. “that ye might have a second 
___” (2 Corinthians 1:15)
32. Rise above
33. “melons, leeks, and the ___” 
(Numbers 11:5)
34. Compete
36. Son of Zorobabel (Luke 3:27)
39. Preposition
40. Term of address
41. Physical trait of Mrs. Sprat
42. Chemical suffix
43. Female cell (pl.)
45. Linking verb
46. “rejoiceth as a strong man to 
___ a race” (Psalm 19:5)
49. Shoe width

Crossword by Barbour Publishing, Inc.

Gospel Games “An athlete is not crowned unless 
he competes according to the rules.”

 2 Timothy 2:5 (CSB)

Crossword puzzle
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Legalism gives an appearance of spir-
itual maturity and freedom, but in real-
ity it is a step back to immaturity and 
a return to the very things that bring 
about enslavement. True freedom is 
found only through faith in Christ.     

In Galatians 4:8-20, Paul became 
very pastoral and used words of person-
al affection. Martin Luther said these 
words, “breathe Paul’s own tears.” He 
loved them and 
did not want 
them to be en-
slaved again. But 
the Judaizers be-
witched them into 
thinking that the 
keeping of the law 
would make them 
better Christians. 

Paul reminded them that they were 
once slaves to man-made gods that were 
not really gods at all. They were set free 
from this bondage by their relationship 
with Christ. He asked them why they 
would want to return to slavery (Gal. 
4:9).  

John Newton, author of the hymn 
“Amazing Grace,” went to sea at age 
11 as a sailor and became involved in 
the African slave trade. He became a 

hardened, evil, immoral and vulgar 
person. When he was 23, his ship was 
caught in a severe storm. He cried out 
to God to spare him, and the Lord did. 
Never wanting to forget what God did 
for him, he inscribed Deuteronomy 
15:15 (KJV) above his mantel, “And 
thou shalt remember that thou wast a 
bondman in the land of Egypt, and the 
Lord thy God redeemed thee.” Newton 

didn’t want to for-
get what he was 
saved from. The 
Galatians forgot 
what they were 
once like.

We shouldn’t 
be so smug as to 
think this doesn’t 
happen in the 

church today because it does. If our 
Christianity is a check-off box in order 
to make us feel good about ourselves 
and our standing before God, then our 
religion is no different than any other 
world religion. True Christians are not 
slaves to religion; we are children in a 
relationship with God. When we place 
our faith in Christ, this is when true 
freedom begins. There is never a need 
to return to legalism and bondage.

ing. He was thankful for their “work 
of faith,” their salvation (1 Thess. 1:3). 
He called them the church, the elect 
and brothers loved by God. He was 
also thankful for their “labor of love” 
(1 Thess. 1:3). They emulated what 
they saw in Paul and his missionary 
team. Paul also expressed thanksgiving 
for their “endurance of hope” (1 Thess. 
1:3). They continued to serve and have 

in mind the im-
minent return 
of Christ.

Years ago I 
preached in a 
church in an-
other state that 
sat in the mid-
dle of a very 
old and dreary 

cemetery. It was just as dreary on the 
inside of the church. There was no joy 
at all. I am so thankful that the church 
I am a member of is a joyful church. It 
is not an exaggeration to say that each 
time we meet it is like a celebration of 
joy. I have said many times in my teach-
ing and preaching, “Where there is no 
joy, there is a relationship problem.” 
Authentic joy flows from an authentic 
relationship with Jesus.

The Galatians were being confront-
ed with two kinds of living: fleshly and 
spiritual. They had freedom because 
of their relationship with Christ, but 
they were not to use their freedom as 
an opportunity to live fleshly. Christian 
freedom is not freedom to sin but free-
dom from sin. As Christians we have 
the freedom to serve others and pursue 
godliness.  

Paul said we are free to “serve one 
another through 
love” (Gal. 5:13). 
The word “serve” 
literally means 
“to be a slave.” In 
Galatians 4, he 
spoke about the Galatians not becom-
ing slaves again. In Galatians 5, he was 
telling them to become slaves. Martin 
Luther said it like this, “A Christian is 
free and independent in every respect, 
a bond servant to none. A Christian is 
a dutiful servant in every respect, owing 
a duty to everyone.” Our freedom in 
Christ is a call to oneness in Christ and 
to loving service within the community 
of faith.  

Paul told us that we need to walk by 
the Spirit; if we do we will not carry out 

the desires of the flesh (Gal. 5:16-18). 
He contrasted the evidences of living 
by the Spirit to living in the flesh. His 
list related to living in the flesh can 
be divided into four categories: sex, 
religion, relationships and indulgenc-
es. He followed it up with a warning, 
“Those who practice such things will 
not inherit the kingdom of God” (Gal. 
5:21).  

That list was contrasted with the 
fruit of the Spirit 
(Gal. 5:22-23). 
This list of nine 
virtues begins 
with love. The 
other eight are 

practical expressions of love. It is im-
portant to note that this fruit is not 
our fruit but the fruit of the Holy 
Spirit. When we accept Christ, these 
are the fruit or characteristics the Holy 
Spirit produces in our lives. These be-
come evidence of a person’s salvation.  

Christians don’t live by the  
flesh because they have crucified the 
flesh. To follow the Spirit is to keep in 
step with the Spirit, allowing Him to 
lead us and to produce godly charac-
teristics in us.

William Carey said, “Expect great 
things from God and attempt great 
things for God.”  Carey got this idea 
from the Apostle Paul (Eph. 3:20-21). 
Paul knew the power of God working in 
him could help him accomplish every-
thing that God called him to do. Paul 
had a passion for sharing Christ, and 
he would have gone anywhere there 
were people who needed Jesus. The 
Lord had a plan 
and purpose for 
Paul, and He pro-
vided guidance 
through the Holy 
Spirit. The closed 
and open doors 
the Lord provided 
ensured Paul arrived at the place where 
God wanted to use him. Paul knew the 
Lord would open a door.  

This text always seems to stimulate a 
discussion about who the man in Paul’s 
vision was. Bible commentators have 
suggested it was Alexander the Great, 
the guardian angel of Macedonia, 
or Luke. We should be wary of such 
speculations since they have no biblical 
basis.  The point of the Macedonian 
call was for Paul and his team to take 

the gospel farther into Europe instead  
of Asia.

Apparently there was no synagogue 
at Philippi. Paul heard about a meet-
ing place outside the city by the river 
where women gathered. Paul addressed 
the women, and one named Lydia, 
who worshipped God, was receptive 
to his message. She believed and was 
baptized. She persuaded the team to 

stay at her house. 
Her house wasn’t 
just a place where 
they stayed; it be-
came a gathering 
place for the com-
munity of believ-
ers (Acts 16:40). 

Lydia not only allowed the church to 
meet in her house, but also was a dis-
ciple who made disciples. She led her 
household to join in her commitment 
and baptism (Acts 16:15).   

If we want to reach people for 
Christ, we must go where they are. It’s 
possible we will lead people to Christ 
and in the process plant a church. We 
should follow Carey’s advice, “Expect 
great things from God and attempt 
great things for God.”

G.K. Chesterton said, “Joy is the gi-
gantic secret of the Christian.” It was 
no secret the Apostle Paul was a man 
of intense joy. The source of Paul’s joy 
was his relationship with Jesus.  The 
joy of the Lord was the source of Paul’s 
strength for service. The joy of the Lord 
helped him endure hardships and tri-
als and reminded him of the ultimate 
joy that was to come. In the strength 
of joy Paul 
preached the 
gospel, taught 
the Scriptures 
and planted 
churches. 

Paul had a 
t r e me nd o us 
joy when he 
looked backed 
on the spiritual progress of the Thes-
salonians. He called them his “hope … 
joy (and) crown of boasting” (1 Thess. 
2:19-20).  Despite all the things the 
Christians at Thessalonica had to en-
dure, they “welcomed the message with 
the joy from the Holy Spirit” (1 Thess. 
1:6).  Paul loved them as children, and 
they had become imitators of him and 
the Lord (1 Thess. 2:7-8; 1:6).

Paul expressed his joy as thanksgiv-

Authentic joy
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Gerald Nash is a registered respiratory therapist at Saint Mary’s Regional Medical Center in Russellville. He is a member of Second 
Baptist Church, Conway, where he serves as a Bible teacher, small group leader and member of the men’s ministry. He also serves 
as a clergy-chaplain at Baptist Memorial Hospital in Conway. He has attended several universities and seminaries, including Wil-
liams Baptist University and Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary. He has earned a bachelor’s degree in Christian ministries, 
master’s degrees in pastoral studies and theological studies and a doctorate in pastoral studies. He volunteers on the Cairo Geniza  
Princeton project analyzing and sorting undeciphered Hebrew, Greek and Arabic manuscript fragments (10th-13th centuries) of 
the Jewish diaspora in Egypt. His goal is to be an adjunct professor and return to the university to work on a master’s degree in 
archaeology with an emphasis in paleography.
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