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Chick-fil-A founder lead franchise 
following biblical values

BSU icon  
Jamie Jones 
dies at 91
FAYETTEVILLE – Jamie Jones, 91, 
longtime Baptist Student Union 
(now Baptist Collegiate Ministry) di-
rector at the University of Arkansas, 
and a Christian icon in the Fayette-
ville community, died Sept. 9.

Jones served as the Baptist Stu-
dent Union (BSU) director/Baptist 
campus minister at the University of 
Arkansas for 37 years (1951-1988), 
the second longest tenure of any 
Baptist campus minister on a single 
campus in the United States. 

“He has touched thousands of 
college students and influenced 
generations of 
business people, 
teachers, lawyers, 
pastors, mission-
aries and CEOs,” 
said Lynn Loyd, 
missions con-
sultant for the 
Arkansas Baptist 
State Convention 
(ABSC) collegiate 
and young leaders team.

“Jamie has been the greatest in-
fluence in collegiate ministry in the 
state of Arkansas. His involvement 
in the Third Century Campaign in 
the 1980s, raised over $1 million to 
further collegiate ministry in Arkan-
sas. The BSU Advancement Fund 
held by the Southern Baptist Foun-
dation was an initiative by Jamie 
and others to provide BSU ministry 
funds in conventions in the west, 
northwest and northeast United 
States,” said Loyd. 

Loyd said Jones’ ministry at the 

Jones
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2014 Fishers of Men retreat nets salvation
Caleb Yarbrough
Arkansas Baptist News

BALD KNOB – Nine 
years ago Jamie McAnelly, 
member of Central Baptist 
Church, Bald Knob, at-
tended a weekend fishing 
trip on the Norfolk River 
hosted by his employer.

McAnelly was not a 
Christian back then. The night 
before he and his co-workers went 
fishing, he drank too much. In-

stead of enjoying fishing 
the next day, he nursed a 
hangover and worried that 
he had made a fool of him-
self in front of his bosses.

In the year following the 
trip, McAnelly accepted 
Christ and his life changed. 
A few months after coming 
to know the Lord, he once 
again attended his employ-

er’s annual fishing trip. However, 
this time his experience was much 
different. McAnelly was still a young 

believer, and he found 
himself convicted and in 
prayer most of the weekend.

“This was the spark of a 
conviction. This spark con-
tinued to grow throughout 
the weekend. I kept think-
ing, ‘How cool would it 
be to be in this beautiful, 
God-created setting with 
guys that shared my faith, 
God-fearing men that wanted to 
draw nearer to Christ?’” McAnelly 
wrote in an article published by 

Searcy Living magazine.
The next week, 

McAnelly attended a 
men’s fellowship meet-
ing at Central Baptist. 
He shared with the 
group an idea for a fish-
ing trip, unlike the one 
his employer hosted, 
in which the men from 
the church could have a  

time of fellowship and help each 

See FISHERS page 7

McAnelly Reams

Historic church renovation ‘a labor of love’
Tim Yarbrough
Arkansas Baptist News

PARKDALE – “It’s a labor of 
love.”

That’s how members of a men’s 
Sunday school class at First Baptist 
Church, Crossett, describe their 
dedication to helping restore a 
historic sister church’s building 
located in rural Ashley County.

Once Claude Spainhour 
stepped into the 104-year-old Park-
dale Baptist Church building, he 
knew he had to do something to 
help out. 

“A couple years ago when Bob 
invited us over, we saw the beauty 
of the old building, and somehow 
when I went in it and sat down 
in one of the pews – the way I 
describe it is, ‘Worship just kind 
of descended on me,’” said Spain-
hour of his relationship with Park-
dale Baptist Church and its pastor, 
Bob Bridges.

It wasn’t long afterward that 
Spainhour’s class took on “an 
adoption of the church,” as Bridg-
es likes to call it.

The first service in the Parkdale 
Baptist building was held on Sept. 
11, 1910. The building was placed 
on the National Register of His-
toric Places in 2007.

Pointing to men scattered 
around the church working on the 
building, Spainhour explained the 
men’s approach to the project. 

“We have been doing, not 
exactly this kind of work, but 
building wheelchair ramps and 
those kinds of things for folks 
in the community that need 
stuff done,” he said. “So we  
thought we could do this.”

Spainhour said the work is 

tedious, such as the fixing the  
100-year-old pews, where the glue 
has dried out, requiring a great deal 
of repair.

“Some of them had chunks fall-
ing out of them. So we are getting 
the opportunity to put them all 
back together and make them look, 
hopefully, so when you go inside you 
won’t recognize that we’ve been here 
and it will look complete as it once 
did,” he said.

The repair work has required 
Spainhour to formulate a special 
stain blend to help cover and dis-
guise new pieces of repaired wood 
so they blend with the original.

“One of the things that’s hard 
to really appreciate when you look 
at the big picture is the finite, pre-
cise work that had to be done – 
all handcrafted – to these original 

See PARKDALE page 2

Jamie Staley (left), pastor of First Baptist Church, Crossett, and Bob Bridges, pastor of Parkdale 
Baptist Church, Parkdale, stand in front of Parkdale Baptist. Photo by Tim Yarbrough
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PARKDALE
pews built in 1910,” said Bridges, 
who has served as bivocational pas-
tor of Parkdale Baptist since 2003. 
Parkdale has a resident membership 
of 24 and average attendance of 14.

“The years of wear and tear have 
begun to show,” said Bridges. “Every 
single repair that has been done has 
been done by hand.”

He added, “Needless to say, the 
physical maintenance of such an 
old structure has been, and 
continues to 
be, shall we say, 
challenging, … 
especially with 
such a small, 
but faithful, 
congregation.”

Bridges said 
that in addi-
tion to the 
work on the 
pews, other 
repairs are 
being made by the 
men – such as fab-
ricating by hand 
a new ornate win-
dow located in the 
church’s portico. 

The Arkansas 
Baptist News (ABN) 
published a story 
on Parkdale Bap-
tist in 2008, the 
year the church cel-
ebrated its 100th 
anniversary. At that time, Bridges 
said that while many repairs to the 
historic building were needed, the 
congregation had to “respectfully 
decline” an offer of a grant from the 
Arkansas Historic Preservation Pro-
gram after reading the fine print and 

due to “concerns about the mixing 
of church and state.”

Ironically, it wasn’t too many 
years after that that First Baptist, 
Crossett, decided to get involved to 
help out the small congregation.

“A couple of years ago, the Lord 
began to lay Parkdale on my heart, 
so I contacted Bro. Bob and asked 
to meet with him,” said Jamie Staley, 
pastor of First Baptist.

“As I shared with Bob how I 
sensed the Lord leading, it became 
apparent that the needs were in a 
different direction than I was think-
ing. Sometime later a group of guys 

from our church took a trip 
to Parkdale and 
began to envision 
what they could 
do to be a blessing 
to this church,” 
said Staley. “It’s 
been almost two 
years since that ini-
tial meeting, and 
one of our men’s 
Sunday school 

classes took 
the church 
on as a part-
nership of 
love and have 
done some 
pretty amaz-
ing work. I 
thank God 
for these 
men and 
their heart 
to serve!”

Greg Pierce, association-
al missionary for Ashley County 
Baptist Association, said seeing 
the two churches connecting to-
gether is a blessing. While First 
Baptist, Crossett, is one of the 
largest churches in the association 
attendance-wise, Parkdale Baptist is  

one of the smallest.
“To me, what they are doing here 

is really exciting, because here we 
have a larger church kind of adopt-
ing a project of a sister church. It is 
so rare that they do that,” he said.

“A lot of times people ask me, 
‘What’s the association about? What 
is the association for?’ I say, ‘Primar-
ily to associate.’ And that’s what 
is happening here. Sometimes we 
overlook the fact that such a strong, 
Bible doctrine ‘the association’ is. 
Jesus praying in John 17 – What? 
Five, six times? – ‘that they may be 
one, that they may be one.’ So that’s 
what’s happening here.”

Pierce added, “I’m trying to think 
if we have seen that happen before, 
here, in a depressed (Delta) area. 
I can’t recall it. It may have hap-
pened in the past, but here you have 
the larger church helping a sister 
church.”

While Parkdale Baptist may be 
small in number, its presence in the 
community is large. Each month 
area churches, including Method-
ist and African-American churches, 
worship together.

“One thing you see in Delta Bap-
tist churches is that they come to-
gether,” said Pierce.

“A lot of times pastors of church-
es are territorial – you don’t see that 
as much as in other places. I preach 
revivals for Bro. Bob … black church-
es came together with (Parkdale) for 
revival. I mean, we just filled the 
house with people.”

To view an extensive photo gal-
lery of the work being done at Park-
dale Baptist Church or to read the 
story the ABN published about the 
church in 2008, visit arkansasbap-
tist.org/parkdale.

Contact Tim Yarbrough at tim@ 
arkansasbaptist.org.

Pastors and workers stand in front of Parkdale Baptist Church, Parkdale. From left: Ron Self; Bob 
Bridges, pastor of Parkdale Baptist; Aubrey Stephenson; Claude Spainhour; Ronald Dopson; Tommy 
Hooks; Greg Pierce; Leon Gifford, and Jamie Staley, pastor of First Baptist Church, Crossett. Not 
pictured is Jackie Burchfield. Photo by Tim Yarbrough

Wilson appointed to FEMA council
ALPHARETTA, Ga. – Fritz Wil-
son, executive director of Southern 
Baptist Disaster Relief (SBDR) for 
the North American Mission Board 
(NAMB), was one of 12 new appoin-
tees to the National Advisory Coun-
cil for Federal Emergency Manage-
ment Agency (FEMA).

Wilson was selected for the three-
year term from among 200 leaders 
from across the U.S. that 
includes elected officials, 
first responders, scientists, 
emergency management 
specialists and cyber security 
professionals.

Established following 
Hurricane Katrina, Wilson 
said the 35-member council 
is an “advisory board” that 
studies service gaps and rec-
ommends possible solutions to the 
FEMA administrator in the areas of 
disaster preparedness, response, re-
covery and mitigation.

“It’s a high honor to represent 
Southern Baptists and Southern 
Baptist Disaster Relief,” Wilson 
said. “I am humbled to serve. South-
ern Baptists are willing to do what-
ever it takes to bring help, healing 

and hope to communities in need.”
Wilson doesn’t say that lightly. 

He believes SBDR’s reputation 
has caught the attention of senior 
FEMA officials who chose him to 
bring experience and expertise in 
the areas of “standards setting and 
accrediting” for response groups.

Southern Baptist Disaster Relief 
reported at the end of last year more 

than 65,000 credentialed 
volunteers, making it one 
of the largest mobilizers of 
trained disaster relief volun-
teers in the United States. 
Wilson said this is in addi-
tion to people in thousands 
of Southern Baptist church-
es who each day respond to 
crisis events in their com-
munities.

An Alabama native, Wilson has 
led SBDR at NAMB since 2012 and 
before that served the Florida Bap-
tist Convention since 1996 leading 
disaster relief and serving in other 
roles. He earned a Master of Divin-
ity degree from Southeastern Baptist 
Theological Seminary in Wake For-
est, N.C., and a Bachelor of Science 
degree from Mobile (Ala.) College.

Wilson

LITTLE ROCK – Pending Ar-
kansas Supreme Court action, 
Arkansas voters will be asked in 
November whether they want to 
allow the sale, manufacture and 
transportation of alcohol through-
out the state, after a constitutional 
amendment was certified 
to appear on the ballot by 
the secretary of state’s of-
fice Aug. 29, the Arkansas 
Democrat-Gazette reported.

The Associated Press 
(AP) recently reported the 
Arkansas Supreme Court 
has scheduled oral argu-
ments for October in a lawsuit 
challenging the proposal to legal-
ize alcohol sales in all 75 of Arkan-
sas counties.

Oral arguments are set for Oct. 
9 in the lawsuit filed by Citizens 
for Local Rights, a group opposed 
to the proposed constitutional 
amendment. The group asked 
the court to remove the proposal 
from the November ballot, argu-
ing the state used the wrong dead-
line to accept petitions for the 
measure and that the ballot title is  

insufficient, reported the AP.
Proponents submitted 87,102 

valid signatures, which was 10 per-
cent more than what was required.

At this time, the Arkansas Al-
coholic Beverage Amendment 
will appear as Issue No. 4 on 

ballots across the state in 
the Nov. 4 election. State 
law currently allows local 
communities to vote on 
whether they want to allow 
the sale of alcohol. Of the 
state’s 75 counties, 38 are 
“wet” and generally allow 
alcohol sales; the other 37 

are “dry” counties and typically 
prohibit alcohol sales. Individual 
municipalities can vote to allow or 
prohibit alcohol sales, the Demo-
crat-Gazette reported.

Opponents of the statewide 
measure said a vote against the 
amendment in November would 
mean local communities would 
keep the right to determine wheth-
er to allow alcohol sales.

The deadline to register to vote 
in the November election is Oct. 
6.

Alcohol ballot measure challenged
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Stories of interest to Arkansas Baptists 

Federal judge rules for 
traditional marriage
NEW ORLEANS (BP) – Tra-
ditional marriage gained a win 
in a federal court Sept. 3 after 
a string of losses at the federal 
level. U.S. District Judge Martin 
Feldman in New Orleans ruled 
that Louisiana’s ban on same-
sex marriage could stand. The 
ruling is the first time a ban in 
a state on same-sex marriages 
has been upheld by a federal 
judge since the Supreme Court 
struck down key elements of 
the federal Defense of Marriage 
Act in 2013. “The Court finds 
that Louisiana’s definition of 
marriage as between one man 
and one woman and the limita-
tion on recognition of same-sex 
marriages permitted by law in 
other states found in Article 
XII, Section 15 of the Louisi-
ana Constitution and article 
3520(B) of the Louisiana Civil 
Code do not infringe the guar-
antees of the Equal Protection 
and Due Process Clauses of the 
United States Constitution,” 
Feldman wrote in his summary 
judgment.

Judge recommends 
Glorieta suit dismissal
NASHVILLE (BP) – A U.S. 
magistrate has recommended 
dismissal of all claims in a law-
suit filed against LifeWay Chris-
tian Resources, the Southern 
Baptist Convention (SBC) and 
its Executive Committee, and 
the Glorieta 2.0 ministry that 
bought the Glorieta (N.M.) 
Baptist Conference Center 
from LifeWay last September. 
Federal Magistrate Judge Rob-
ert Hayes Scott, in a 79-page 
document for the U.S. Federal 
District Court in Albuquerque 
where the lawsuit was filed, 
found no evidence of miscon-
duct in the Glorieta sale. “We 
are particularly gratified the 
magistrate says the plaintiff’s 
charges of misconduct by Life-
Way, the SBC and Glorieta 
2.0 ‘have no basis in fact,’ leav-
ing no doubt of our integrity 
throughout this entire process,” 
said Thom S. Rainer, LifeWay’s 
president and CEO.  The law-
suit was filed by Kirk and Susie 
Tompkins of Little Rock, who 
were at the time leasing a lot 
at Glorieta. Their suit claimed 
that the property was not prop-
erly transferred and that leader-
ship staff of LifeWay, the SBC 
Executive Committee and Glo-
rieta 2.0 were deceptive and 
fraudulent in the sale.

Truett Cathy, faith-rooted entrepreneur, dies
ATLANTA (BP) – S. Truett Cathy, 
founder of the Chick-fil-A restau-
rant chain famous for closing on 
Sundays, died Sept. 8. He was 93.

“I was not so committed to fi-
nancial success that I was willing 
to abandon my principles and pri-
orities,” Cathy once said. “Our deci-
sion to close on Sunday was our way 
of honoring God and of directing 
our attention to things that mat-
tered more than our business.”

Cathy, one of Southern Baptists’ 
most respected businessmen, was 
surrounded by loved ones when he 
died at his home at 1:35 a.m., ac-
cording to an announcement from 
the Atlanta-based company.

Mel Blackaby, senior pastor of the 
Atlanta-area First Baptist Church in 
Jonesboro, described Cathy as “per-
haps the most gracious Christian 
man I have ever known, and it was a 
privilege to be his pastor.”

“Having taught eighth-grade boys 
Sunday school class for 52 years, he 
chose to invest his life in the next 
generation of leaders,” Blackaby said 
in a statement to The Christian Index, 
newsjournal of the Georgia Baptist 
Convention. “Everywhere I go, I 
meet leaders with a smile on their 
face who say, ‘I am one of Truett’s 
boys!’

“His winsome personality left a 
positive impression on every person 
he met, and his deep love 
for the Lord was undeni-
able,” Blackaby said. “In 
the marketplace, he may 
be known as ‘the inven-
tor of the chicken sand-
wich,’ but his success in 
business simply gave him 
the opportunity to serve 
people and point them 
to Christ. Truett’s life is 
the story of a man and 
his God. He leaves an ex-
ample for all to follow.”

More than 1,800 
Chick-fil-A restaurants 
operate in 40 states and 
Washington, D.C., re-
cording $5 billion in an-
nual sales in 2013 and 47 
consecutive years of annual sales in-
creases. Chick-fil-A was listed among 
the “Top 20 Brands with the Most 
Loyal Fans on Facebook” in a report 
by market research firm LoudDoor 
released in August.

Cathy, a native of Eatonton, Ga., 
who moved to Atlanta with his fam-
ily at age 4, has received more than 
100 national, state and community 
awards since 1984 and 18 honorary 
doctorates since 1991.

His key Bible verse was Proverbs 
22:1: “A good name is rather to be 
chosen than great riches, and loving 
favor rather than silver and gold.”

After serving in the Army from 
1939 to 1945, Cathy and his brother 
Ben opened their first restaurant in 
1946, a venue so small they named 
it The Dwarf Grill (later, The Dwarf 
House). A second suburban Atlanta 
location opened in 1951 but burned 
down in 1960. In reopening and 

repurposing the restaurant, Cathy 
became one of the pioneers of fast-
food restaurants in greater Atlanta.

In 1967, Cathy continued to 
chart new ground, opening his first 
Chick-fil-A venue in a mall, followed 
in 1986 by the first freestanding 
Chick-fil-A.

Ethical and biblical principles 
were central to each of Cathy’s steps 
forward.

“We live in a changing world, but 
we need to be reminded that the im-

portant things have not changed,” 
he said. “I have always encouraged 
my restaurant operators and team 
members to give back to the local 
community. We should be about 
more than just selling chicken; we 
should be a part of our customers’ 
lives and the communities in which 
we serve.”

J. Robert White, executive direc-
tor of the Georgia Baptist Conven-
tion, said Cathy “will long be re-
membered for taking strong Chris-
tian stands in the marketplace, in-
cluding keeping the Lord’s Day as a 
day of rest and worship for all Chick-
fil-A employees and influencing his 
company’s more recent stand honor-
ing the sanctity of marriage between 
one man and one woman.”

“It would be difficult to measure 
the positive impact that Truett Cathy 
has had upon young people through 
his generous (employee) scholarship 

programs that have assisted many in 
their desire to complete their college 
education,” White said. “Georgia 
Baptists extend our prayers to the 
Cathy family as well as to all the 
Chick-fil-A family for the comfort 
and peace of the Lord.”

Ronnie Floyd, Arkansas pastor 
and president of the Southern Bap-
tist Convention (SBC), said Cathy 
“lived before the entire world a 
strong commitment to faith, family 
and work.”

“His convictional 
leadership not only 
built a great family, but 
also one of America’s 
most phenomenal com-
panies,” he said.

Floyd said he will 
never forget Cathy’s ad-
dress at a regional busi-
ness summit several 
years ago. 

“To this day, it re-
mains the largest crowd 
we have had in our 
12-year history. His 
(Cathy’s) life, legacy 
and personality capti-
vated the audience,” said 
Floyd.

Cathy is survived by 
his wife of 65 years, Jeannette Mc-
Neil Cathy; sons Dan T. and Don 
“Bubba” Cathy; daughter Trudy 
Cathy White; 19 grandchildren and 
18 great-grandchildren.

Dan Cathy became president of 
Chick-fil-A in 2001, and chairman 
and chief executive officer in 2013 
while Truett Cathy continued in the 
role of chairman emeritus until his 
death. Bubba Cathy leads a retreat 
center founded by the company, 
while his daughter, Trudy Cathy 
White, is involved with a summer 
girls camp, also stemming from her 
father’s charitable work. She and 
her husband, John, served 12 years 
as Southern Baptist missionaries in 
Brazil. John White subsequently was 
the International Mission Board’s 
associate vice president for overseas 
operations from 1995 to 2001 and 
executive vice president from 2001 
to 2003.

Truett Cathy (above) poses in front of Dwarf House, a 24-hour diner named for its tiny size. Truett 
and his brother and business partner, Ben, opened the diner in 1946 in Hapeville, Ga. Cathy (below 
left) stands with his son and grandsons. Cathy welcomed a third generation to the Chick-fil-A family 
business in 2006. Photos courtesy of truettcathy.com
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Resurgence and the fight over the 
Bible. Some blame a shift in society 
that has diluted the centrality of 
the Church in peoples’ lives. Some 
blame young adults who are staying 
away in droves.

Additionally, it may be that 
Southern Baptists 
sat back on past suc-
cesses – allowing the 
world to pass them 
by.

To some degree, 
these things may be 
true. However, I be-
lieve the real cause 
of the decline in 
our churches is the 

diminished focus on soul winning, 
discipleship and the Great Com-
mission. We act as though we don’t 
fear God anymore and don’t be-
lieve people who don’t accept Jesus 
Christ as Lord and Savior are really 
going to hell. If ever we needed 
renewal, revival and a great awaken-
ing – it is now.

All too often I hear of someone 
leaving a Southern Baptist church 
to join another – sometimes a non-
denominational church – because 
of its worship style, administration 
or whatever.

Church and denominational 
loyalty has waned, and we best get 
used to it and retool our strategies 
to attract a younger and more en-
gaged membership.

Church revitalization is one 

I  really have to applaud efforts by 
the Arkansas Baptist State Con-

vention staff to put feet and focus 
to a comprehensive Church Revital-
ization strategy.

Traveling extensively and visiting 
churches throughout the Southern 
Baptist Conven-
tion since 1989, 
I have been 
told over and 
over by pastors, 
other church 
staff and lay-
people, about 
the need for 
church revital-
ization.

Most Southern Baptists see the 
need and importance of starting 
new churches, but because of re-
sources already expended, existing 
traditions, ties to family and a host 
of other reasons, many also feel 
we need to help the churches we 
already have get healthy and more 
active in the mission cause.

We’ve all heard the statistics 
about plateaued and/or declining 
churches. We are told they repre-
sent the majority of our churches.

Where we find our churches 
today is not that simple to pin-
point. Some blame pastors and 
other church leaders. Some blame 
apathetic church members. Some 
blame a post-denominational era 
and a lost trust in traditional struc-
tures. Some blame the Conservative 

‘Soul revitalization’ 
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key to this complex strategy, but I 
believe nothing replaces simple out-
reach and evangelism.

In other words, if you haven’t 
asked a neighbor, co-worker or 
acquaintance to come to church 
recently, do so this week. What’s 

more, ask God to put someone in 
your path to share Jesus with this 
week!

Revitalization of a soul equals 
revitalization of the Church.

Tim Yarbrough is editor of the Ar-
kansas Baptist News.

Pressing 
On 

Tim Yarbrough
Phil. 3:14

P reachers writing books. Oh 
my! Actually, Clint Ritchie’s 

book “Rebuilding the Family 
Altar” is not the sermon rehash 
that many 
pastor-written/
pastor-pub-
lished books 
are. Instead, 
Ritchie pres-
ents a theoreti-
cal framework 
for family 
devotionals and then presents 52 
sample ideas. Ritchie is former 
pastor of First Baptist Church, 
Hampton.

This results in a book with a 

split personality. On the one hand, 
the first 60 pages are a friendly 
reminder of why we need to use 
home as the base for discipling our 

children. On the 
other hand, the 
last 60 are simple 
devotionals for 
family discussion. 
I’m not sure list-
ing these as an 
appendix is the 
right label, but 

it’s not my book.
In the first 60 pages, Ritchie pres-

ents a biblical case for family disci-
pleship, rather than leaving it up to 
the church. This section is primar-

ily his opinion, as evidenced by the 
few footnotes scattered throughout. 
I do commend him for 
using footnotes, though – 
that’s a definite plus. It’s 
also worth noting that the 
few footnotes are mainly 
for non-Bible sources – he 
cites biblical text in-line 
throughout. (There’s some 
inconsistencies here in 
method – some chapters 
cite in-line while some 
footnote for biblical text.)

Theologically, I would 
have liked to see a develop-
ment of why we still use 
the term “altar” in the Christian 

world. Ritchie glosses over the 
use of altars as places of sacrifice 

and names them as 
places people con-
nected with God. 
This is true, but it was 
meeting with God 
through sacrifice. In 
this, an explanation 
on how Jesus fulfilled 
that sacrifice would 
have been a benefit. 

The second 60 
pages are, as stated 
above, like a second 
book. These are 

BOOk review

Doug Hibbard 
 First Baptist Church  

Almyra

Rebuilding the Family Altar
By Clint Ritchie, CrossBooks, 2014

See ALTAR page 5



www.arkansasbaptist.org 5   opinion

Family Matters
Work before play

I  began working with my 
14-year-old son several years 

ago to help me with the lawn 
outside during the summers. 

He complained some ini-
tially: “None of my friends have 
to do this. It’s hot. 
Can I play with 
friends instead?” I 
would frequently 
say, “Work before 
play.”

 I pressed for-
ward as a father 
and trained him 
to the point where 
he took care of our entire lawn. 
Here are some principles for 
chores we’ve learned along the 
way.

Cultivate a biblical under-
standing of work. A couple  
key passages to share with your 
children are Genesis 2:15 and 
Proverbs 6:6-8. Help your chil-
dren memorize these passages 
and reflect on them frequently 
when they work.

Help your children com-
plete chores. Most children will 
need a parental example and 
supervision. Here’s a five-step 
process: (1) Parent does chore 
– child watches,  (2) parent and 
child complete chore together,  
(3) child does chore – parent 
watches,  (4) child does chore 
alone and (5) parent inspects 
child’s work.

Organize age-appropriate 
chores for your kids. Even 
toddlers can learn to do some 
chores. Gradually increase the 
chore responsibilities of chil-
dren as they age so that they are 
completing many adult chores 
before they graduate high 
school and leave home.  

Reward and affirm them 
for their good work. Look for 
opportunities to positively af-
firm your children when they 
complete a chore or an assign-
ment in a timely and excellent 
fashion. Praising and rewarding 
children for completing tasks 
often solicits a more favorable 
response than does a critical 
comment.

 Equip your children with 
a variety of different skills. 
Cross-train your children so 
that boys and girls all know 
how to do inside chores and 
outside chores. It will prepare 
them to become responsible 
hardworking young adults.  

 My son has consistently 
mowed several neighbors’ lawns 
this summer. Neighbors saw 
how well he took care of our 
lawn and began to pay him to 
mow theirs. 

Work before play pays off!

Phillips

The rise of the cults
Two men dressed in white shirts, black ties and rid-

ing bicycles have become a common sight in Jones-
boro, our nation, plus many countries where I have 
been a part of mission teams. 

The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints – the 
Mormon church – is on the move, boasting on their 
website – www.mormonnewsroom.org/facts-and-stats – 
of a worldwide membership of 15,082,028 with 83,035 
missionaries. Many Mormon young men, and now a 
rising number of women, ranging in age from 18 to 
22, are embarking upon 18- to 24-month mission trips 
in the United States and worldwide 
where they share their Mormon faith 
door-to-door and do community ser-
vice projects. 

Every Mormon missionary I have 
ever talked with is friendly, kind and 
usually noncombative. So, how can 
so many people be so nice, and do 
good deeds, yet believe that (1) God 
was once a man who lived on another 
planet, who kept the laws of the god 
of that planet and became the god of this planet and 
has a physical body and a physical wife who is a god-
dess; (2) believe that Jesus is the spirit brother of Satan; 
(3) believe that we all pre-existed as spirits, but when we 
were born on this earth our pre-existent memory was 
veiled, and (4) believe that people can achieve godhood 
and eventually have their own planet where they also 
can produce spirit children? 

The straightforward answer is that Satan has blinded 
the minds of the unbelieving (2 Cor. 4:4). They are 
sincere in what they believe, yet sincerely wrong. The 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, Jehovah’s 
Witnesses and Christian Science are considered cults. 
A “cult” is defined as a group that explicitly or im-
plicitly denies one of the central doctrines of historic 
Christian faith, which includes God, Jesus Christ, sin, 

salvation and Scripture. Should cults surprise us? The 
biblical answer is no. 

Jesus said they would come in Matthew 24:11 
(NASB): “Many false prophets will arise and will mis-
lead many.” 

Paul said they would come in Acts 20:29 (NASB): “I 
know that after my departure savage wolves will come 
in among you, not sparing the flock.”

Peter said they would come in 2 Peter 2:1 (NASB): 
“But false prophets also arose among the people, just 
as there will also be false teachers among you, who will 

secretly introduce destructive heresies, 
even denying the Master who bought 
them, bringing swift destruction upon 
themselves.” 

Cults are on the rise, they are com-
ing to your front door and they are 
preaching a false gospel. So how do 
we respond to the rise of the cults? Re-
member what Paul said in Galatians  
1:8 (NASB): “But even if we, or an 
angel from heaven, should preach to 

you a gospel contrary to what we have preached to you, 
he is to be accursed!”

We have to preach the exclusivity of the Jesus Christ 
of Scripture, teach our people how to defend their faith 
and call false teachers what they are – false teachers. 
If you are interested in learning more about cults, I 
am currently teaching a “Cults and World Religions” 
class on Wednesday nights at Central Baptist Church, 
Jonesboro, with all lectures recorded and posted on 
our website. Go to www.centralbaptist.com and click 
on “Media,” “Central Campus,” “Videos” and look for 
“Cults and World Religions.” 

Because everyone matters!
Archie Mason is president of the Arkansas Baptist State 

Convention and senior pastor of Central Baptist Church in 
Jonesboro.

Do you understand tithing?
In our churches today, there are relatively few tithers. 

Many of them are in the senior adult bracket and 
have tithed all of their lives. I remember the first time I 
preached in my current church home – Immanuel Bap-
tist Church in Little Rock. The sermon was on tithing, 
and I used our own church records 
to illustrate the common statistics 
on giving. In the average church, 20 
percent of the people give 80 percent 
of the money. I told them that I had 
studied our church records – in gen-
eral, not specific people – and had 
discovered that we were better than 
average. Perhaps more significant was 
that 80 percent of tithers (in 1994) 
were 58 years of age and older.

One of the Bible study leaders told me later that his 
class of young adults wanted to drop the lesson he had 
planned that day and talk about the sermon. He said at 
the end, the general consensus was this: We hope that 
we become strong givers like our older people when 
we get to be their age. I asked the teacher if the class 
members understood that the senior adults had always 
tithed. In retirement, they were just continuing a prac-
tice they had followed all of their lives, and continued 
to be strong tithers as they aged.

Sadly, we have raised few tithers, and some of those 
tithers are actually legalists who are missing the whole 
point. I have known people who are more concerned 
about the 10 percent calculation than they are about 
the whole point of tithing.

The tithe is not giving 10 percent 
to the Lord through His Church. 
The tithe is all about giving God the 
first 10 percent through His Church. 
Therein lies the key to giving. When 
I recognize that God is the owner of 
everything and that He has given me 
some of His bounty to enjoy, then the 
first thing I need to do is acknowledge 
His gift by giving back to Him – not of 
the leftovers but of the firstfruits. The 

whole point is about priority and recognition. Giving is 
all about acknowledging God first in your life.

Those of you who have read “The Great Evangelical 
Recession” by John Dickerson have been warned that 
we are losing the majority of our church supporters in 
the next few years. Surely it is time to teach stewardship 
again. Apparently, our younger church members need 
help in understanding this area of their Christian walk 
– and perhaps some older ones too.

David Moore is president of Arkansas Baptist Foundation.

Financial 
 Times 

David Moore

PresidenT’s
PersPecTive

Archie Mason
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sample devotionals for family use. 
As samples, they are fine and work 
well (as do others, such as the 
“Whit’s End Mealtime Devotions” 
series). I especially endorse the idea 
of getting the biblical text from the 

actual Bible, rather than reading 
off a preprinted sheet. This helps 
reinforce the value of reading from 
the Bible itself.

I would have liked a few more 
discussion questions embedded in 
the devotionals or perhaps a survey 
of suggested topics to cover. How-
ever, this volume is intended as a 
starting point, rather than an ency-
clopedic view of the issue of family 

discipleship.
I gladly recommend “Rebuilding 

the Family Altar” to Christian fami-
lies looking to kick-start their family 
worship times.

Doug Hibbard is pastor of First Bap-
tist Church in Almyra.

Find more online at  
arkansasbaptist.org

Ben Phillips serves on the Arkan-
sas Baptist State Convention evange-
lism and church health team.
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Students serve, receive mentoring through Kaleo
THIRTY-THREE high school and 
college students served this summer 
in 20 Arkansas Baptist churches and 
two associations through Student 
Summer Missions/Kaleo Arkansas 
Summer Ministry Associates (SSM/
KASMA). During the summer, par-
ticipants were paired with a mentor 
who discipled them in their jour-
neys. 

“SSM/KASMA has been a life-
changing experience for both the 
students and the local churches as 
this mission ministry is impacting 
lives all across Arkansas,” said Breck 
Freeman, community missions strat-
egist for the Arkansas Baptist State 
Convention (ABSC) missions team.

SSM/KASMA, which is support-
ed by the Dixie Jackson Arkansas 
Missions Offering, began in 2011 as 
a partnership between Student Sum-
mer Missions and Kaleo Arkansas. 
Since then, 72 students have served 
in 40 locations across Arkansas, and 
more than 30 have had their calls to 
ministry confirmed and are taking 
the next step to prepare for those 
calls.

“Each year continues to prove that 
God is up to something among our 
churches as we invest in those called 
to ministry,” said Susie Thompson, 
Kaleo Arkansas consultant with the 
ABSC. “Growing from 14 students 
in 11 locations our first year (2011) 
to having 33 students serve this year 
in 20 locations – these are God-sized 
investments with long-term results.”

“One of the most exciting aspects 
of Kaleo Arkansas and the summer 
KASMA program through Student 
Summer Missions is how it crosses 
teams in the ABSC,” Thompson 
added. “With multiple teams in-
volved and the SSM/KASMA team 
growing, the program continues to 
multiply.”

SSM/KASMA team members are 
Thompson and her husband, Jeff, 
who serves as associational mission-
ary for Concord Baptist Associa-
tion; Freeman; David James, team 
leader for the ABSC collegiate and 
young leaders team; Lynn Loyd, 
missions consultant for the ABSC 
collegiate and young leaders team; 
Travis McCormick, ABSC missions 
team member, and Robby Sherman, 
pastor of First Baptist Church, Eng-
land.

Loyd noted that it is a blessing to 
be a “part of the process where col-
lege students discover their abilities 
and God’s leading in their lives.” He 
thanked Arkansas Baptist churches 
for their investment in the students’ 
lives.  

“‘Calling’ seems to be a moving 
target for young men and women 
seeking God,” noted James. “The 
practical nature and mentor-fo-
cused summer experience of SSM/
KASMA helps give root and mean-
ing to this target.”

“I feel that it (the internship) has 
helped me discern several aspects 
of my call regarding age group and 
positions of service that I am suited 
for,” said Laura Caples, a Williams 
Baptist College student who served 
in children’s and youth ministry at 

Indianhead Lake Baptist Church, 
Sherwood.

R.J. Platz, a Williams student who 
served as a summer youth intern at 
First Baptist Church, Huntsville, 
said the internship narrowed down 
his call “more specifically to speak-
ing and leadership.” 

Abby Lovell, a high school stu-
dent who served in children’s min-
istry at First Baptist Church, Fay-
etteville, described her summer as 
“dynamic.”

“It was cool seeing God work in 
the children’s lives everywhere and 
seeing them develop a passion for 
Christ,” she said, noting that she got 
to see a child accept Christ and see 
the impact that decision made on 
the lives of the girl and those around 
her.

“What is happening through our 
churches involved in mentoring and 
through the SSM/KASMA program 
is definitely affecting the future lead-
ership,” Thompson noted, adding, 
“We are seeing students who have 
served in the SSM/KASMA pro-

gram step into full-time ministry 
roles – and become mentors them-
selves.”

One such student is Emily Frie-
derich.

Friederich served on a Kaleo mis-
sion trip to Haiti in 2012. In addi-
tion, in 2012 and 2013, she was part 
of Kaleo as a Student Summer Mis-
sionary, serving her home church 
of Barcelona Road Baptist Church, 
Hot Springs Village. This year, she 
was hired as children’s director by 
Barcelona Road Baptist Church.

“SSM/KASMA impacted my 
life because it was a resource for a 
college student to find their pas-
sion and what they are called to 
be,” Friederich said. “At first, I 
never felt called to ministry; how-
ever, after (serving through Kaleo 

Arkansas), I knew I was called to 
work with children’s ministry. I do 
enjoy helping the youth also. (SSM/
KASMA) helped me realize my lead-
ership roles and better understand 
my spiritual gifts. Also, it helps to 
work alongside someone in ministry 
before you decide to take the role 
yourself.”

This year, Friederich served as a 
mentor for an SSM/KASMA par-
ticipant.

“I would tell students that are 
considering SSM/KASMA to go for 
it!” Friederich said. “It will be the 
best decision of your life – if you are 
called to ministry or not. It is a great 
experience.”

Mentors noted the importance of 
investing in the next generation.

“Mentoring is an important pro-
cess and adds value to your min-
istry,” said Greg Hooper, family 
and military pastor at First Baptist 
Church, Cabot. “Mentoring is a 
huge responsibility.”

Lisa Wheat, children’s minister 
for First Baptist Church, Fayette-

ville, said she sees a “great need” for 
investing in and discipling young 
people. 

“They are our church leaders not 
only for the future, but for now,” she 
said. “They need to know that they 
are called to lead the Church now, 
and we need to be teaching them 
how to do that.”

Thompson said, “It is encourag-
ing to see so many leaders truly un-
derstand what it means to develop 
leaders, to mentor and invest in life-
on-life relationships to help students 
explore their call.”

Participants  and locations where 
they served were: Mike Dixon, 
Clark Whitney and Shelby Reams, 
First Baptist Church, Searcy; Dan-
iel Merrill, Temple Baptist Church, 
Fort Smith; Christian Reavis, West 
Baptist Church, Batesville; Caples, 
Indianhead Lake Baptist Church, 
Sherwood; Gabby Fulton, Liadan 
Murphy and Eli Leslie, Washing-
ton Madison Baptist Association, 
Fayetteville; Mikala Butler, High-
land Drive Baptist Church, Jones-
boro; Amanda Carpenter and Kacey 
Westerman, First Baptist Church, 
Clinton; Cydney Fletcher, First 
Baptist Church, England; John-
David Hubbs, Barcelona Road Bap-
tist Church, Hot Springs Village; 
Zach Neal, First Baptist Church, 
Harrison; Shelbie Jones, Bluff Av-
enue Baptist Church, Fort Smith; 
Seth Toon and Stephen Henry, In-
dependence Baptist Association, 
Batesville; Stormy Pecchioni and 
Bekah Kelly, Bear Creek Springs 
Baptist Church, Harrison; Melissa 
Lawrence, Ebenezer Baptist Church, 
Warren; Anthony Smith and Chris 
Hale, South Side Baptist Church, 
Pine Bluff; Cory Platt, First Baptist 
Church, Cabot; Patrick Meador 
and Maddi Biggerstaff, Fianna Hills 
Baptist Church, Fort Smith; Samuel 
Ellenwood, Grand Avenue Baptist 
Church, Fort Smith; Lovell, First 
Baptist Church, Fayetteville; An-
drew Ramsey and Platz, First Baptist 
Church, Huntsville; Cody Barbry 
and Michael Dover, First Baptist 
Church, Greenwood, and Justin 
Benson, First Baptist Church, Lava-
ca.

For more information on SSM/
KASMA, email Thompson at 
kaleo@absc.org.

Friederich Platz LovellCaples

Honor your pastor and church staff this October
PASTORS and church staff are the 
backbone of any healthy church.

October is Arkansas Baptist State 
Convention (ABSC) Pastor and 
Staff Appreciation Month. It is set 
aside as a time when churches can 
show their pastors and church staff 
how much they care and appreciate 
their work and ministry.

“I want to encourage your church 
to participate in pastor and church 
staff appreciation during the month 
of October,” said J.D. “Sonny” Tuck-
er, ABSC executive director.

“It is vital for your pastor and 

staff to know that they are appreci-
ated. You have a great opportunity 
during this month to tangibly ex-
press the love and commitment of 
your church members to your pastor 
and staff,” Tucker said. “Most pas-
tors and staff members give of them-
selves in a sacrificial way to serve 
your church. Now is the time to say, 
‘Thanks.’”

The ABSC has released some gen-
eral suggestions on how churches 
can celebrate and thank their pas-
tors and church staff during the 
month of October.

ABSC suggestions include pre-
senting pastors and/or staff with gift 
cards, planning a special getaway to 
a local vacation spot or Christian 
retreat center for them and their 
families, sending them on a fish-
ing or hunting trip, providing them 
with a plaque or certificate recogniz-
ing their service, providing them a 
monthly date night with free baby-
sitting or free lawn mowing and/or 
home repairs.

The Arkansas Baptist News is offer-
ing reduced advertising rates during 
the month of October for churches 

who wish to place an ad honoring 
their pastor or church staff. Spe-
cial pastor and staff appreciation 
ad rates are available in each of the 
ABN’s three October editions: Oct. 
2, 16 and 30.

For more information on placing 
an ad of appreciation for your pastor 
or church staff call ABN advertising 
director Steve McPherson at 501-
376-4791, ext. 5161.

For more ideas on how you and 
your church can honor your pastor 
and church staff this October, visit 
absc.org/pastorappreciation.
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continued from page one
FISHERS
other grow in their relationships 
with each other and with Christ.

Upon hearing the idea, one 
of the church’s deacons asked 
McAnelly to plan the trip. That 
was the start of what became Cen-
tral Baptist’s annual Fishers of Men 
men’s retreat. The church has held 
the retreat every year since 2006.

“Each year has seen us grow in 
numbers and excitement. I have 
seen men changed, convicted and 
sometimes saved on these trips. It 
is really hard for me to find words 
to express how important and in-
strumental this weekend of fellow-
ship and sharing has become to all 
of us that attend,” wrote McAnelly. 

“I have witnessed honesty, love, 
compassion, self-sacrifice, competi-

tion, servanthood, worship, con-
viction and just plain enjoyment. 
It’s one of those ‘God’ things 
that you can’t understand un-
less you experience it,” he wrote.

This year 
marked the 
eighth annual 
Fishers of Men 
retreat hosted 
by Central 
Baptist. Fifty-
four men from 
22 churches 
across Arkansas, Louisiana, Tennes-
see and Florida attended the event.

Paul Reams, pastor of Cen-
tral Baptist, said the ministry has 
grown from a time of rest, relax-
ation and fellowship among Cen-
tral Baptist’s men to an opportu-
nity for outreach and evangelism.

“This year was something a little 

bit different. … It was more of a 
mission trip than a fishing trip or 
a retreat,” said Reams. “We had 
some guys who went and didn’t go 

fishing. They walked the beach and 
witnessed to people there in the 
community while we were there. 
We made a big emphasis to work on 
our (fishing) guides. We have always 

tried to wit-
ness to them 
when we go 
out, but this 
time we tried 
to get them 
to come to 
our services.”

Reams said 
eight of the 23 fishing guides the 
men came in contact with during  
the weekend came to their services. 
One of these guides rededicated 
his life to Christ and talked with 
Reams about his need to be the 
spiritual leader of his family. That 
Sunday morning, the man took his 
family to church and his 15-year-

Attendees (above) of the 2014 Fishers of Men retreat pose for a photo. Jamie McAnelly (right) speaks dur-
ing the Fishers of Men retreat. Men (center) are led out to their fishing spots on the Norfolk River during 
the retreat. Read more at arkansasbaptist.org/fishersofmen.

old daughter accepted Christ.
“That was our one salvation from 

it (Fishers of Men). It was power-
ful for us to see. One of our goals 
was to reach our guides. We not 
only reached him, but we reached 
his family as well,” said Reams.

Reams said that the facility in 
which Central Baptist holds the 
Fishers of Men retreat has the ca-
pacity to accommodate 120 men.

“That’s our goal for next year, 
to be able to expand it out and 
be able to bring more guys into 
what we are doing,” said Reams.

View a photo gallery of the Fish-
ers of Men retreat and a first person 
account of the event from McAnelly 
at arkansasbaptist.org/fishersofmen.
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Acts 1:8 One Day Oct. 4
ARKANSAS BAPTISTS have an op-
portunity to reach literally hundreds 
of people for Jesus Christ through 
the annual Acts 1:8 One Day Mis-
sion Trip set for Oct. 4.

This year’s event – 
sponsored jointly by the 
Liberty Baptist Asso-
ciation, its cooperating 
churches and the Arkan-
sas Baptist State Con-
vention (ABSC) – will 
be held in El Dorado, 
Camden, Magnolia and 
other surrounding com-
munities. Churches, 
associations and organi-
zations across Arkansas 
are invited to partici-
pate.

Tracy Archibald, Acts 
1:8 One Day Mission 
Trip coordinator for the 
Oct. 4 event, said 3,500-4,000 vol-
unteer missionaries from Arkansas, 
Texas, Missouri, Tennessee, Oklaho-
ma, Mississippi and Louisiana are 
expected to participate in the event.

Archibald said volunteers will 
participate in various outreach activ-
ities organized by the Liberty Baptist 
Association, including construction, 
yard work, senior adult ministry, 
children’s events, jail ministry, evan-
gelism, laundry and car wash evan-
gelism, block parties, cowboy minis-

tries, fishing derbies, sports clinics, 
food preparation and distribution 
and medical and dental ministries.

He said the Acts 1:8 One Day 
Mission Trip event will 
be “a time in Arkansas 
Baptist life when coop-
erating churches within 
the ABSC are coming 
together to grow the 
kingdom through evan-
gelism and missions.”

“It is a great mis-
sions opportunity for 
churches to be involved 
in Judea mission work. 
It will also give churches 
skills they can take back 
and use in ministering 
to their Jerusalem as 
well,” said Breck Free-
man, ABSC missions 
team member.

“This mission trip is good for a 
family, small groups and Sunday 
school classes or your entire church. 
… Being involved in One Day will 
give you and your church a missional 
mindset of the importance of reach-
ing your community for Christ,” 
said Freeman.

Churches, associations, organiza-
tions and individuals can register 
online at www.absc.org or through 
a paper registration form available 
through the ABSC.

continued from page one
JONES
University of Arkansas is legendary. 

“Jamie was the ultimate church-
man. He was a deacon at First Bap-
tist Church, Fayetteville, and held 
this to be his most prized area of ser-
vice. He was a faithful choir mem-
ber, Bible study teacher, discipleship 
teacher and tireless when it came to 
serving widows,” he said, adding, 
“He always pointed college students 
to local churches 
for membership 
and ministry. He 
was involved in 
committees on the 
associational, state 
and national level 
of the Southern 
Baptist Conven-
tion.

“Jamie Jones 
was a one-of -a-
kind statesman. 
He loved Beverly 
(his wife) and all 
his family, loved 
students, loved his 
church and loved 
Southern Baptists,” 
said David James, 
ABSC collegiate 
and young leaders 
team leader. 

“You never wondered where 
Jamie stood, and his ability to think 
and teach others to think was price-
less. Jamie’s commitment to raise 
$1 million for collegiate ministry in 
Arkansas was ahead of his time and 
still bearing fruit. His uncompromis-
ing integrity; his deep and long-term 
investment in people, of which I am 
one, and his tenure of fruitful min-
istry, that is still producing, stand 
out to me. 

“God is good, and Jamie Jones 
reflected that goodness,” said James.

Loyd said Jones “was a role model 
as a husband and father.”

“Beverly always came first. He was 
a great example of loving your wife 
as Christ loved the Church. He was 
one of few ministers who unasham-
edly balanced his family life with his 
ministry. He was a wise father who 
guided his children and adored his 
grandchildren,” he said.

“Jamie modeled servant leader-
ship, and as a result, he mentored 
future ministers and missionaries 
who served all over the world. He 
loved the U of A, and he gave his life 
simply to serving Christ there. Long 
before the term ‘campus missionary’ 
became popular, that is what Jamie 
gave his life to … being a missionary 
for Christ to the Razorback Nation,” 
said Arliss Dickerson, consultant for 
LifeWay’s Collegiate Ministry Office 
and former Baptist campus minister 
at Arkansas State University. 

“One of God’s 
choice and humble 
servants has left 
us,” said Dickerson.

Jones was born 
Jan. 8, 1923, in 
Vredenburgh, Ala. 
He was the oldest 
of eight children, 
grew up during 
the Great Depres-
sion and graduated 
from Beatrice High 
School in Beatrice, 
Ala., in 1940. Jones 
served with the 
United States Army 
as a technical ser-
geant in 459th Or-
dinance Evacuation 
Company. Jones 
served in England 
and the European 

Theater of World War II from 1943 
to 1946.

Upon returning to America fol-
lowing the war, Jones attended Au-
burn University in Auburn, Ala., 
where he met his future wife at the 
school’s Baptist Student Union. The 
couple married in 1947. 

Jones graduated from Auburn in 
1949 and from Southwestern Bap-
tist Theological Seminary in Fort 
Worth, Texas, in 1951. 

He is survived by his wife, five 
children, 11 grandchildren and 10 
great-grandchildren.

Funeral services for Jones 
were held Sept. 12 at First Baptist 
Church. Memorials may be made 
to First Baptist Church, Fayette-
ville, Baptist Collegiate Ministry or 
BSU Advancement Fund in care of 
Southern Baptist Foundation: 901 
Commerce Street, Suite 600, Nash-
ville, TN 37203.

Jamie Jones featured on the cover of the 
Arkansas Baptist News in 1966.

Volunteers gather for the 2013 
Acts 1:8 One Day Mission Trip 
in Harrison.
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‘Storying workshop’ attracts 21
LITTLE ROCK – Twenty-one par-
ticipants from 16 Arkansas Baptist 
State Convention churches gathered 
at the Baptist building Aug. 13-16 
for a Bible storying workshop led 
by Annette Hall, former Interna-
tional Mission 
Board mis-
sionary from 
R i c h m o n d , 
Va.  Hall 
served among 
the peoples of 
Northern Af-
rica and the 
Middle East 
for 38 years.  
She used Bible 
storying in 
ministry for 
more than 
20 years and 
trains others 
in the Storying 
Training for 
Trainers meth-
od – intentional evangelism utilizing 
stories from God’s Word resulting 
in multiplying house churches.

Through the workshop, partici-
pants learned how to craft biblically 
accurate Bible stories and tell them 
in a natural way; lead an oral Bible 
study; select stories for specific evan-
gelism and discipleship issues; recog-
nize the oral communicators in their 
communities and minister to them 

orally, and train others in Bible sto-
rying methods. They also learned a 
chronological story set that presents 
God’s plan for salvation.

“It has opened my eyes to a whole 
new way of sharing the gospel and 

doing disciple-
ship,” said 
Vivian Spann, 
member of Im-
manuel Baptist 
Church, Little 
Rock, about 
the workshop.

Mike Prince, 
pastor of The 
Garage Church 
in Hot Springs, 
noted the im-
pact the train-
ing will have 
on his work.

“I plan to 
change the 
format of my 
teaching to 

Bible storying,” he said. “This type 
of teaching is exactly what we have 
needed.”

Patti Snowden, member of First 
Baptist Church, Benton, also found 
the event helpful.

“Annette has caused us to catch 
the vision for orality strategies to 
evangelize and disciple a wide variety 
of ages, segments of society, cultures 
and people groups,” she said.

Annette Hall teaches Bible storying at the Arkansas 
Baptist State Convention building in Little Rock.
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Ebenezer Baptist Church survives and thrives 160 years
Caleb Yarbrough
Arkansas Baptist News

WARREN – Church anniversaries 
are a time for current and former 
members to come together and 
celebrate a continuing work God 
started. However, few Arkansas 
Baptist churches have as many years 
to remember as Ebenezer Baptist 
Church, Warren.

Ebenezer Baptist held a special 
service in August to celebrate its 
160-year anniversary. The church 
was founded Aug. 30, 1854. More 
than 100 people attended the event. 
Former Ebenezer pastors Dan Cov-
ington, and wife Dixie, and Billy 
West, and wife Pam, were in at-
tendance. Former song leader Bob 
Haywood led music. J.D. “Sonny” 
Tucker, Arkansas Baptist State Con-
vention executive director, delivered 
a morning message and congratulat-
ed the church’s current and former 
members for being a lasting figure 
for the gospel in Arkansas.

Organized on Aug. 30, 1854, Eb-
enezer Baptist formed 18 years after 
Arkansas became a state and seven 
years before the start of the Ameri-
can Civil War.

According to church history 
documents 
provided by 
E b e n e z e r 
Baptist, the 
c h u r c h ’ s 
first build-
ing mea-
sured 18 
feet by 24 
feet and was 
built from 
split logs. Three separate framed 
buildings followed the original log 
building.

The church’s second building 
held homemade pews. The pulpit 
was located on a small platform lo-
cated at the front of the sanctuary 
between two windows. The choir 
and piano sat to the right of the 
pulpit. A wood heater that sat in an 

open space in front of the platform 
heated the building, and kerosene 
lamps, which hung along the walls 
in ornate holders, supplemented the 
light provided by the windows. To 
combat the summer heat, air condi-

tioning was 
provided by 
cardboard 
fans pow-
ered by the 
c h u r c h ’ s 
congrega -
tion.

E b e n e -
zer Bap-
tist’s cur-

rent building was dedicated on Nov. 
31, 1948. Even this most modern of 
the church’s buildings did not origi-
nally have running water or indoor 
plumbing. 

Sunday school rooms were added 
in 1957, a fellowship hall and bath-
rooms were added in 1977 and the 
church’s baptistery was added in 
1978, donated by Calvary Baptist 

Church, Warren, and installed by 
Ebenezer Baptist’s pastor at the 
time, T.R. Coulter.

Coulter was one in a long line of 
pastors to have served at Ebenezer 
through its 160-year history. The 
church’s first pastor was U.H. Parker 
who served from the church’s found-
ing in 1854 until 1868 – four of his 
14 years as pastor being during the 
Civil War.

Ebenezer Baptist has had 43 pas-
tors and five long-term interim pas-
tors during its life, the longest ten-
ured being Parker.

Ebenezer is the oldest Baptist 
church in Warren and had a hand 
in helping start many of the city’s 
other Baptist churches. In recent 
years, Ebenezer began a food min-
istry to reach the hungry in its com-
munity, supported missionaries in 
Brazil and has had its own members 
embark on mission trips to Kansas, 
Peru and Hungary.

Contact Caleb Yarbrough at caleb@
arkansasbaptist.org.

Southern Baptist Convention World Hunger Sunday Oct. 12
EACH YEAR Southern Baptists 
take time on World Hunger Sunday 
to recognize the needs of hungry 
people living across the world.

This year World Hunger Sunday 
falls on Oct. 12, and once again, 
Baptists will be challenged to give 
compassionately to extend the gos-
pel through hunger relief.

Global Hunger Relief (GHR), 
formerly World Hunger Fund, was 
started in 1974 as an initiative of 
multiple Baptist agencies. Accord-
ing to Baptist Global Response sta-
tistics, Southern Baptists have given 
more than $235 million towards 
hunger relief through the initiative 
since its inception.

Unlike many humanitarian and 
hunger relief organizations, GHR 
does not subtract any overhead or 
operational costs from the money 

they receive. Through partnerships 
with the Ethics and Religious Lib-
erty Commission, International Mis-
sion Board (IMB), North American 
Mission Board (NAMB), Baptist 
Global Response, LifeWay Christian 
Resources, Woman’s Missionary 
Union and the Southern Baptist Ex-

ecutive Committee, 100 percent of 
the money that is given to the initia-
tive is used to fight hunger around 
the globe.

In an article for Baptist Press, 
Mark Kelly, Baptist Global Response 
writer and former staff member of 
the Arkansas Baptist News, writes that 

because GHR works through agen-
cies such as the IMB and NAMB, 
its hunger relief resources become 
key to those agencies’ strategies for 
reaching lost people with the gospel.

“Statistics tell us that more than 1 
billion people around the world are 
hungry more often than not, and 
about 24,000 people – over half of 
them young children – die every day 
from various conditions that could 
have been alleviated by basic nutri-
tion,” writes Kelly. 

“Southern Baptists are there, pro-
viding help for today and hope for 
the future.”

Resources and more informa-
tion on the initiative are available at 
www.globalhungerrelief.com. 

For churches that want to support 
GHR on World Hunger Sunday 
Oct. 12.

Women on Mission retreat Oct. 24-25
THE ARKANSAS Baptist State 
Convention (ABSC) will host an Ar-
kansas Women on Mission retreat at 
Camp Paron on Oct. 24-25.  
This year’s retreat will focus 
on celebrating the story of 
missions and will officially 
close out the Arkansas 
Woman’s Missionary Union 
125th birthday celebration.

Participants will be en-
couraged to share their mis-
sions stories and hear oth-
ers tell their own missions 
stories. 

“Missions is about shar-
ing Jesus across the street, in other 
parts of Arkansas, in another state, 
as well as internationally,” said 
Debbie Moore, ABSC missions 
team member. “This is a chance 
for women to get a weekend away 
alongside other women with a mis-

sions-learning, missions-praying and 
missions-involvement focus.”

Moore encouraged women to 
attend the retreat and “be 
a part of this missions-
focused retreat to worship, 
fellowship and be radically 
involved in the mission of 
God.”

Special guest speaker will 
Debby Owens, Internation-
al Mission Board partner, 
and worship will be led by 
Allison Turner, of First Bap-
tist Church, Blytheville. 

For more information, 
visit absc.org/women or email 
Moore at dmoore@absc.org. 

The Arkansas Women on Mis-
sion retreat is a ministry of the 
Southern Baptist Convention’s Co-
operative Program and the Dixie 
Jackson Arkansas Missions Offering. 

Moore

Three Mission Connect events in Nov.
THE ARKANSAS Baptist State 
Convention (ABSC) will offer a 
Mission Connection event in three 
different locations this No-
vember. 

The dates and locations 
of the events are Nov. 13 at 
First Baptist Church, Fay-
etteville; Nov. 14 at Mt. Car-
mel Baptist Church, Cabot, 
and Nov. 15 at Central Bap-
tist Church, Magnolia.

The event will provide 
participants a chance to 
meet long-term missionaries 
and church planters from 
10 locations. The event is ideal for 
someone looking to connect with 
mission leaders and learn about  

mission opportunities.  
“One of our passions is con-

necting ABSC churches with long-
term church planters and 
missionaries in Arkansas, 
North America and the 
world. Churches of any size 
can send short-term volun-
teers to work with long-term 
missionaries on the field,” 
said Bob Fielding, ABSC 
missions team member.

“I truly believe that hav-
ing a missions partner is a 
great thing,” said Fielding. 

Preregistration is re-
quired for this event. For more 
information, visit absc.org/ 
uttermost.

Fielding

For more information on how to advertise in the Arkansas Baptist News  
contact Steve McPherson at 501-376-4791 ext. 5161
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C l a s s i f i e d s
PASTOR

First Baptist, Jonesboro, is seeking a full-time 
senior pastor. A seminary degree and experi-
ence is preferred. Please send resumes to Pastor 
Search Committee, c/o First Baptist Church, 701 S. 
Main, Jonesboro, AR 72401 or email to jstaggs@
fbcjonesboro.org.

Rudy Baptist Church, Alma, is looking for a bi-
vocational pastor. Send resume to dthrift@
almasd.net.

Witt’s Chapel Baptist Church of Maynard seek-
ing full-time pastor. Please send resume in-
cluding references to Dennis Barber, 486 Thompson 
Road, Maynard, AR 72444.

Emmanuel Baptist Church of Batesville is seek-
ing a full-time pastor. Please send resumes to 
Search Committee, 1915 Batesville Blvd., Bates-
ville, AR 72501.

Immanuel Baptist Church, Marion, is prayerfully 
seeking a bi-vocational pastor. Call 501-213-
6822. Send resume to afamilyunit@yahoo.com.

Wooster First Baptist is seeking a full-time 
pastor. We will accept resumes through Oct. 15. 
Please send resumes to Pastor Search Commit-
tee, P.O. Box 218, Wooster, AR 72181 or email to 
woosterfb@windstream.net.

First Baptist Church (SBC) of Evening Shade is 
seeking a full-time or bi-vocational pastor. 
Please send resume to FBCES Pastor Search Com-

mittee, 290 AR 230, Cave City, AR 72521. 
First Baptist Church of Floyd is seeking a bi-

vocational or full-time pastor. As the Lord 
leads, please send your resume to FBC of Floyd, 
Pastor Search Committee, 1198 Highway 31, Ro-
mance, AR 72136. 

New Hope Baptist Church in Jay, Okla., is 
prayerfully seeking a full-time pastor. Please 
send resumes to newhopebaptistjay@gmail.com. 

White River Baptist Church is seeking a bi-vo-
cational pastor. Please send resumes to Search 
Committee, P.O. Box 138, Oil Trough, AR 72564.

Leachville Second Baptist is seeking bi-voca-
tional pastor. Please send resume to Leachville 
Second Baptist Church, Pastor Search Committee, 
P.O. Box 565, Leachville, AR 72438.

OTHER STAFF POSITIONS

FBC, Benton, is seeking an associate min-
ister of students. This individual would work 
with the student pastor to reach students in Saline 
County and give specific leadership to our middle 
school ministry. If interested, check out employ-
ment opportunities on our website at www.fb-
cbenton.org. 

FBC, Wake Village, near Texarkana, Texas, seek-
ing full-time worship pastor for church 
growing in young adult membership. Send re-
sumes to sneathery@fbcwakevillage.org. Visit 

www.fbcwakevillage.org.
Full-time or bi-vocational worship/

youth position. Church on adventure about to 
relaunch after 109-year history needs daring vi-
sionary for future. Contact Pastor George at 2201 
S. Dallas St., Fort Smith, AR 72901 or visit www.
immanuelbaptistfs.org.

Grace Baptist, a growing church of 200 in at-
tendance, in Rogers seeking a part-time music 
minister. For more information and to submit 
your resume, go to www.gbcrogers.com.

First Baptist Church of Mena is seeking a full-
time minister of music/education. Send 
resume by email to menafbc@sbcglobal.net or 
mail to First Baptist Church, 811 Port Arthur Ave., 
Mena, AR 71953, Attn: Music/Education Search 
Committee.

FBC, Harrisburg, is seeking a minister of 
worship and family ministries. A job de-
scription is available at www.harrisburgfbc.com. If 
interested, email  your resume to kellyjones@har-
risburgfbc.com or mail to P.O. Box 88, Harrisburg, 
AR 72432.

Hindsville 1st Baptist Church in northwest 
Arkansas is seeking a bi-vocational paid po-
sition for a youth pastor. Send resume to 
scottsprmkr@aol.com or P.O. Box 113, Hindsville, 
AR 72738. 

Organists needed at Calvary Baptist Church 
in Benton. Contact Jerry Williams: 501-658-5593.

First Baptist Church of Hamburg is seeking a 
full-time youth minister. Send resume to 
First Baptist Church, P.O. Box 352, Hamburg, AR 
71646 or email us at fbchbg_office@sbcglobal.
net.

First Baptist Church, Batesville, is seeking a 
full-time minister of preschool/children. 
Send resume to First Baptist Church, Attn: Stacy 
Reed, P.O. Box 2455, Batesville, AR 72503 or email 
to stacy@fbcbatesville.org.

Congo Road Baptist Church of Benton is seek-
ing a part-time youth minister. Please send 
resume to Congo Road Baptist Church, Attn: Pastor, 
P.O. 1218, Benton, AR 72018-1218 or email jeff@
congoroadbaptistchurch.org.

MISCELLANEOUS 

For sale: 1987 TMCI 47-passenger bus 
“coach.” $13,500. For more information, call Mi-
chael: 870-240-6648.

Hackett FBC is interested in purchasing used 
commercial playground equipment. 
Please call Joe at 479-597-6644.

Wanted: Copyright 1991 Baptist Hym-
nals. Color: crimson dark. Contact info: Haw Creek 
Baptist Church, phone number – 479-637-2978.

Advertise: steve@arkansasbaptist.org

Happy Birthday!
to all the missionary kids attending college who are

 celebrating birthdays in the month of October.
◆ Oct. 4: Bethany Cummins, WBC, Box 3702, Walnut Ridge, AR 72476; 
 Asia. 
◆ Oct. 6: Will Lechner, OBU Box 3124, Arkadelphia, AR 71998-0001; 
 Mozambique. 
◆ Oct. 10: Melissa Smith, OBU Box 3444, Arkadelphia, AR 71998-0001; 
 Chile – Brazil. 
◆ Oct. 26: Ashley Bullington, OBU Box 4038, Arkadelphia, AR 71998-0001; 
 Dominican Republic. 
◆ Oct. 27: David Headrick, OBU Box 3490, Arkadelphia, AR 71998-0001; 
 Germany. 

Church life
First Baptist Church, Kensett, 

will host the Trinity River Band in 
concert at 7 p.m. Sept. 21.

First Baptist Church, Searcy, will 
have an open house and fellowship 
from 5 to 7 p.m. Sept. 21 to cele-
brate the completion of the new pre-
school/family education building. 
Everyone is invited to attend. For 
more information, call the church at 
501-268-3561 or visit fbcsearcy.org.

Mision Bautista Principe de Paz 
in Hope, a mission of First Baptist 
Church, Hope, recently held vaca-
tion Bible school, during which 27 
people accepted Christ. 

Trinity Baptist Church, Fort 
Smith, will hold a revival Sept. 28-
Oct. 1 with Rick Ingle. Sunday ser-
vices are at 11 a.m. and 6 p.m. Week-
day services are at 6:30 p.m. 

First Baptist Church, Sparkman, 
will celebrate its 100th anniversary 
Oct. 26. The day will begin with a 
fellowship at 9 a.m., followed by 10 
a.m. and 11 a.m. worship services. 
Two former pastors will preach, one 
at each service. A fellowship lunch 
will follow. Everyone is invited to at-
tend. The church is located at 213 
N. Broadway St.

Obituaries
Imogene Lacy Reed, 96, of Little 

Rock, died Sept. 6. She 
was a member of Parkway 
Place Baptist Church, Lit-
tle Rock. She was born in 
Mena on Feb. 19, 1918, 
to Emory and Maggie 
Lacy; was a graduate of 

Southwestern Baptist Theological 
Seminary, and was married to Jesse 
S. Reed, former evangelism director 
for the Arkansas Baptist State Con-
vention. She is preceded in death 
by her husband, her parents, six sib-
lings and a grandson. She is survived 
by two sons, five grandchildren, 14 
great-grandchildren and a brother. 
Funeral services were held Sept. 9 at 
Parkway Place Baptist Church. Buri-
al followed at Memorial Gardens in 
Hot Springs.

On the move

Justin King is serving as pastor 
of First Baptist Church, Blytheville.

Matt Pryor is serving as pastor of 
First Baptist Church, Manila.  

Justin Curtis is serving as pastor 
of First Baptist Church, Marvell.

Ordinations
First Baptist Church, Scranton, 

ordained Chris Knoles and Stephen 
Foster as deacons Sept. 7. 

Milestones
Linda Whatley, Child Learning 

Center (CLC) director at First Bap-
tist Church, El Dorado, was recently 
honored during a retirement recep-
tion held at the church. She retired 
after 36 years as CLC director and 
45 years overall at the church’s CLC. 
She continues to serve as organist, 
having first joined the music staff as 
associate organist in 1969. Prior to 
serving as CLC director, she taught 
music as a volunteer in the church’s 
preschool half-day program. She 
then taught kindergarten there for 
two years, then became director of 
the half-day program and ultimately 
became director of the full-day CLC 
program when it opened in 1982.

DEACON EMERITUS SERVICE - 
Ruddell Hill Baptist Church, Batesville, 
honored deacons Larry Mobley and 
Norman Martin in a special deacon 
emeritus service and reception Aug. 24. 
Both served the church as deacons for 
many years until their health would no 
longer permit them to do so. Mobley 
and Martin were each presented a cer-
tificate in honor of their service. From 
left: Mobley, Pastor Tommy Medley and 
Martin.

October is Pastor Appreciation Month!
Recognize your pastor in the 
Arkansas Baptist News with a 
special thank you ad

For more information, email 
steve@arkansasbaptist.org or call 

800-838-2272, ext. 5161
Submit your church news by 

calling 800-838-2272, ext. 5153
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PARAGOULD – Not even a fire 
could “put out” the giving spirit of 
members of Brown’s Chapel Baptist 
Church, Paragould.

D e s p i t e 
an April 23, 
2013, blaze 
that destroyed 
the Paragould 
church, the 
congregat ion 
was the 2013 
top giver in di-
rect church gifts 
to the Arkansas 
Baptist Chil-
dren’s Homes 
and Family 
Ministries. (AB-
CHomes). They 
have held this 
top spot for the 
last 20 years. In 
2013, the church gave more than 
$151,000 to ABCHomes.

In recognition of the church’s 

long-term commitment to AB-
CHomes, John Ross, ABCHomes 
development officer, presented 
the congregation and Pastor Royce 

Boling with an 
a p p r e c i a t i o n 
plaque at an 
Aug. 10 dedi-
cation of the 
church’s newly 
built worship 
center.  

“ We  a re 
thankful for the 
generous mem-
bers of Brown’s 
Chapel,” said 
Ross. “Because 
they and others 
give generously 
to the Lord, 
many of our AB-
CHomes kids, as 

well as many people here in Arkan-
sas and around the world, hear the 
gospel message of Christ.” 

Brown’s Chapel recognized

JONESBORO – The Arkansas 
Baptist Children’s Homes and 
Family Ministries (ABCHomes) 
recently scored $1,000, thanks 
to the Arkansas State University 
(ASU) Red Wolves football team.

ABCHomes was the featured 
nonprofit during the Aug. 30 foot-
ball game between the ASU Red 
Wolves and the Montana State 
University Bobcats in Jonesboro.

After every touchdown, Fami-
lies Inc. donated $250 to AB-
CHomes as part of the Score a 
Touchdown, Howl for Humanity 
fundraising campaign.

ASU scored four touchdowns 
for ABCHomes. Following each 
score, ABCHomes was featured 
on the large video boards and was 

promoted by game announcers. 
Several ABCHomes residents and 
staff attended the game, thanks to 
Families Inc. and ASU.

Families Inc. has designated 
the $1,000 to ABCHomes’ Jones-
boro Family Care Home.

The family care home is one of 
six Jonesboro-area nonprofits to be 
featured at an ASU home game. 
Each nonprofit will benefit from 
every ASU touchdown made in 
the game in which it is featured. If 
there are no touchdowns, a mini-
mum of $500 will be donated.

Families Inc. is one of the lead-
ing group counseling practices in 
Arkansas and home to a team of 
highly respected mental health 
professionals.

ABCHomes ‘scores’ $1,000

THE LORD touched the lives of 
children and teenagers during three 
Hispanic events in July.

Fifty-six children attended an 
event held July 18-19 at Primera Igle-
sia Bautista in Fort Smith. The event 
included songs, preaching, games, 
and more. The theme was Growing 
in Christ, based on the life of Moses, 
and Francisco Gomez, Arkansas 
Baptist State Convention (ABSC) 
evangelism and church health team 
member, served as speaker. Nineteen 
people made professions of faith. 

Gomez said the church’s pastor, 
Oscar Gutierrez, shared with him 
his belief that children are impor-
tant and that the church needs to 
minister to them.

Vacation Bible school was held 
July 23-26 at Iglesia Bautista Nueva 
Jerusalen in Little Rock, a mission 
of Life Line Baptist Church, Little 
Rock. Sixty-six children attended.

The church used vans to pick up 
children. One van arrived at a mo-
bile home area on the first day, but 
no one showed up. When the van ar-
rived on the second day, six children 
came from the mobile home area. 
On the third day, 17 showed up.

“The ones that came encour-
aged the others to come to learn 
about the Bible and have fun,” said 
Gomez, who serves as ABSC His-
panic consultant. “As a result of this 
event, 35 children came to Jesus!”

“We want to do whatever it takes 
to reach children,” said Abel Marti-
nez, pastor of Iglesia Bautista Nueva 
Jerusalen.

The Hispanic Children’s and 
Youth Camp, sponsored by the 
ABSC through the Dixie Jackson 
Arkansas Missions Offering, as well 
as by First Baptist Church, Russell-
ville, was held the last week of July at 

God touches lives 
of Hispanic children

RUSSELLVILLE – The Arkansas 
Baptist State Convention (ABSC) 
will offer a Connect student mis-
sions event Nov. 14-16 in Russell-
ville. Connect is a weeklong mission 
trip for students packaged into a 
single weekend.  

This event is designed to connect 
participants with God through wor-
ship, guided morning devotions, 
prayer time and evangelism/minis-
try opportunities. Participants will 

also get the opportunity to connect 
with other Christians from around 
the state as they serve together.

For more information or to regis-
ter, visit absc.org/connect. Space is 
limited to the first 250 people, and 
the registration deadline is Oct. 10.

Connect is made possible by 
the giving of Arkansas Baptists to 
the Cooperative Program and the 
Dixie Jackson Arkansas Missions  
Offering.

Connect event set for Nov. 14-15

John Ross, Arkansas Baptist Children’s Homes and 
Family Ministries development officer, presents 
Royce Boling, pastor of Brown’s Chapel Baptist 
Church, Paragould, with an appreciation plaque for 
the church’s gifts to the children’s home.

Students play games during the Hispanic 
Children’s and Youth Camp.

Spring Lake Camp and Retreat Cen-
ter. The camp is organized by Gomez 
and Claudia Mendoza, wife of Pastor 
Manuel Mendoza of Mision Bautista 
Ebenezer in Russellville – a mission 
of First Baptist, Russellville. A total 
of 119 people were part of the camp, 
the theme of which was Heroes who 
Change the World.

“You cannot change the world 
and make any difference if your own 
life is not changed by the power of 
the Lord first,” said Gomez. 

The speakers for children and 
youth were Miguel Meza, Jeffry Bau-
man and Pastor David Galvan, all 
from Primera Iglesia Bautista Nueva 
Vida in Dallas, Texas, as well as Fran-
cisco Gomez Jr., from Woodland 
Heights Baptist Church in Conway. 
They spoke about the “heroes” of 
the Bible that made a difference in 
their lives. Seven professions of faith 
were made during the camp.

“Therefore, 61 children and teen-
agers were touched by God and guid-
ed to a profession of faith in our Lord 
Jesus Christ. Praise the lord!” said 
Gomez. “Again we are thankful for 
the Dixie Jackson (Arkansas) Missions 
Offering and the Cooperative Pro-
gram that made possible the support 
of these types of children’s events.”
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Bill Bumpas
member 

Park Hill Baptist 
North Little Rock

Have you ever felt like you weren’t 
close to God, like He wasn’t listening 
or there for you? It happens to us all 
at times. As Christians, we have to 
think about whether we have pulled 
ourselves away from God by our ac-
tions or hardening our hearts. For 
the most part, God is not going to 
pull Himself away from 
us. He desires an inti-
mate relationship with 
each of His children. 

In many places in 
the Bible, believers are 
warned not to harden 
their hearts. This 
means stubbornly set-
ting ourselves against 
God so that we are no 
longer able to turn to 
Him for forgiveness. 
In the Book of Num-
bers, we see the Isra-
elites were hard-hearted when they 
disobeyed God’s command to con-
quer the Promised Land (called “the 
rebellion” in Hebrews 3:8). 

When we know God is telling us to 
do something and we turn away from 
that because we don’t want to do it, 
our hearts begin to harden. The more 
we disobey, the harder our hearts get. 

If we continue to sin, God may even-
tually leave us alone in our sin.

The author of Psalm 95:7-11 
warns about hardening our hearts. 
The psalmist explains what may 
keep us from God’s ultimate bless-
ings. Ungrateful hearts (Psa. 95:2), 
not worshipping or submitting to 

Him (Psa. 95:6), harden-
ing our hearts (Psa. 95:8-
9) and testing God be-
cause of stubborn doubts 
(Psa. 95:9) can keep us 
from “rest” (Psa. 95:11).

However, we can al-
ways turn back to God. 
God will forgive us if we 
ask Him and cleanse our 
hearts. We can restore 
our relationship with our 
Father. 

How do we avoid hav-
ing a hardened, unbeliev-

ing heart? Hebrews 3:13 says: “En-
courage one another daily, … so that 
none of you may be hardened by 
sin’s deceitfulness.” 

So how do we encourage each 
other? We must stay in fellowship 
with other believers, talk daily about 
our mutual faith and be aware of the 
deceitfulness of sin. 

The store I had walked into spe-
cialized in selling office supplies. 
I was in language study in Costa 
Rica. A customer was asking for a 
notebook. He had no idea what the 
word was in Spanish but must have 
thought that if he spoke the word 
slowly and loudly he 
would be understood. 

He was not. This 
made him frustrated 
and louder, which was 
obviously upsetting the 
people who worked at 
the store. I spoke one 
word – “cuaderno” – 
and it changed every-
thing. They rushed to 
get him all kinds. He 
calmly picked one up, 
paid for it and every-
body was happy. I was 
able to connect and 
correct the situation with just one 
word.

In Ephesians 4:25-32, Paul helps 
us to understand how we are con-
nected through words with others of 
the Church. He presents what hap-
pens when words are misused and 
the negative connection that results. 
He encourages another use of words 

that results in positive connections.
His first words warn against tell-

ing lies. Lying must not be. I would 
think that someone who claims to be 
a Christian would know this without 
being told. Apparently this is not so.

He then proceeds to speak of 
how angry words affect 
connection. He warns 
against angry words that 
lead to sin. His encour-
aging words are to refuse 
to let anger rule, to deal 
with it and to let it go.

Paul warns against 
stealing. Negative con-
nections are the result 
of taking what does not 
belong to oneself. 

Finally, he has a list of 
negative speech that has 
to be avoided. He calls 
this unwholesome talk. 

One should only focus on speech 
that will build up, not put down. 

“May the words of my mouth 
and the meditations of my heart 
be acceptable in your sight, Lord, 
my Rock and my Redeemer” (Psa. 
19:14, NIV).

May God give us a good word to 
share every day.

Charles A. Collins 
missionary 

Spain

In Old Testament times, God’s 
people needed a high priest to go 
before them and offer sacrifices on 
their behalf so they could be for-
given, purified and made right with 
God (Lev. 9:7). The high priest, 
chosen by God, would make a year-
ly entrance into the 
Most Holy Place of the 
Tabernacle (Heb. 9:7). 
That person would 
have to offer a sacrifice 
for himself before he 
could make atonement 
for the people’s sin. 
There was no direct ac-
cess to the perfect and 
holy God. The people 
needed an advocate to 
help them in their time 
of need.

Aren’t you glad we 
have Jesus as our advocate? Look at 
what Christ did for us to give us di-
rect access to the Father. 

First, the writer of Hebrews tells 
us that Christ went into heaven 
(Heb. 4:14). The high priest en-
tered the Most Holy Place once a 
year but then had to come back year 
after year and offer the same sacri-
fices. But Jesus entered heaven once 
and for all because of His sacrificial 
death and resurrection.

Second, the New Testament 
writer explains that Jesus has been 
in our shoes (Heb. 4:15). I’m sure 
you’ve heard this statement be-
fore or even said it yourself: “You 
don’t understand what I’m going 
through.” When we experience the 

pains and sorrows of 
this world, we can cer-
tainly feel like no one 
else knows what we are 
experiencing. But Jesus 
understands what we 
are facing because He 
has been down that 
road before – but did 
not sin.

Because we have 
Jesus as our great High 
Priest, we have several 
benefits to enjoy ac-
cording to the writer of 

Hebrews. 
First, we can have security in what 

we believe (Heb. 4:14). We can hold 
securely to our belief that faith in 
Jesus is the only way for salvation 
since Christ sacrificed His life for us 
once and for all. 

Second, when we need it the 
most, we can find grace and receive 
God’s mercy because we are able to 
boldly enter into God’s presence 
through prayer (Heb. 4:16).

 I learned Ephesians 5:15-21 grow-
ing up as I watched Mama live it. 
No matter where she was, who she 
was with or what the circumstances 
were, she was filled with the Spirit 
and made the most of every oppor-
tunity. Mama started every day in 
the Word, and through-
out the day, she’d be lis-
tening to a preacher on 
the radio or listening 
to hymns on cassette.  
Everywhere she went, 
she expressed her love 
for God. Others knew 
where her heart was, 
and many wanted that 
peace for themselves. 

Even throughout 
10 years of battling 
Alzheimer’s disease, 
Mama hung in there. 
At times, she didn’t know her own 
children, but her Jesus stayed with 
her. She could sing all four verses of 
hymns but didn’t know what day it 
was. It was no surprise that, on her 
last evening on earth, her body shriv-
eled and her face taut with pain, as 
she took flight to Jesus, she left be-
hind this worn-out body, but the 
agony was gone and she left behind 
the sweetest smile. She was in the 
presence of her God.

In this passage in Ephesians, Paul 
cautions us to be aware and make the 
most of every moment on this earth 
– waking, preparing for the day, trav-
eling, working, shopping, recreating 
... filled with the Spirit. Why? Be-
cause “the days are evil” (Eph. 5:16). 

Satan continually seeks 
to throw us under the 
bus. We can’t afford to 
waste any of our short 
time here on Earth. 

We choose to act 
foolishly, hypocritically 
instead of with wisdom, 
and that hurts the cause 
of Christ. Paul says our 
understanding of God’s 
will comes when we 
keep our minds stayed 
on Him through singing 
hymns, recalling Scrip-

ture, giving thanks to God always and 
putting others before ourselves. 

Opportunities abound in traffic, 
in long lines, in frustrating situations 
and at home with our families. Paul 
exhorts us to have our Spirit-filled 
radar ears ready to practice our be-
liefs, to practice applying the fruit of 
the Spirit. We are to equip our minds 
with the Word. And, as we move 
about our days, be mindful of God’s 
presence, and thank Him always.

Phyllis Watts
member

Second Baptist
Arkadelphia
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Retired SBC pastor, Fred G. Womack, tells of his 
six-year-old daughter’s battle with cancer, his 

personal grief and how God deployed unexpected 
and astonishing assistance through it all, such as the 
child’s vision of heaven before her death. The book 
highlights that nothing short of God’s supernatural 
comfort could produce solace and hope powerful 
enough to offset the unrelenting anguish that came 
in those days. On several occasions, unspeakable 
emotional pain was completely banished by varied 
and merciful God-sent events, some intimating 
the proximity and activities of the deceased in 
Christ.

Book may be ordered from www.westbowpress.com or 
Amazon.com or from most local book stores.

WBC, OBU students head back to campus
CLASSES ARE once again un-
derway at Arkansas’ two Southern 
Baptist colleges, Ouachita Baptist 
University and Williams Baptist 
College.

Williams enrollment up
Williams students began classes 

Aug. 25. The college enrolled 164 
freshmen for the fall semester, set-
ting a modern record for the college 
and marking the largest group of 
new students at Williams in nearly 
50 years. The freshman count is up 
5 percent over last year. Total enroll-
ment on the main campus climbed 
2 percent for the fall 2014 semester, 
and the number of students living 
on campus climbed even more dra-
matically.

Williams has an on-campus en-
rollment of 511 students this fall, 
with a full-time equivalent (FTE) 
enrollment of 513. Both numbers 
reflect an increase of 10 students, or 
2 percent, over last fall.

“It is truly exciting to see so many 
new students on the Williams cam-
pus this fall, and it is always great 
news when we can announce enroll-
ment gains. This just means more 
students are receiving a high quality 
college education at Williams,” said 
Tom Jones, Williams president.

The number of students living 
in Williams residence halls jumped 
from 324 to 377 this fall, which is a 
16 percent increase.

“The increase in residence hall 
numbers indicates that students are 
coming from a greater distance to at-
tend Williams. We are delighted to 
have students from across the coun-
try and across the world,” Jones said.

The overall enrollment at Wil-
liams, counting the Walnut Ridge 
campus and several off-campus ex-
tensions, came in at 550, which is 
down from 574 last fall.

New construction
One highlight of the new school 

year is the opening of the expanded 
and renovated Mabee-Gwinup Caf-
eteria. The Billy Harty Dining Room 
more than doubles the seating ca-
pacity of the student dining area.

“Students beginning classes will 
experience several new athletic pro-
grams and renovated and new facili-
ties. These elements only enhance 
the high quality education and per-
sonal attention for which Williams 
is known,” said Jones.

“We are looking forward to the 
potential this new year holds in ac-
complishing our mission of provid-
ing an excellent, holistically Chris-
tian, liberal arts education while 
compassionately shaping students’ 
lives,” said Jones.

Ouachita classes begin
Aug. 26 marked the first day of 

classes at Ouachita. New students 
to the school were welcomed with a 
New Beginnings convocation service 
Aug. 23.

Rex Horne, president of Ouachi-
ta, welcomed Ouachita’s new stu-
dents during the event.

Horne emphasized that Ouachita 
prides itself on being a place that 
fosters the spiritual growth of its stu-
dents and encourages them to serve 
others.

“Your faith will be deepened,” 
said Horne. “Service will become a 

hallmark of who you are.”
For Ouachita, the start of the fall 

semester marks the beginning of 
football season. 

After three difficult losses kept 
the Tigers from winning their sec-
ond Great American Conference 
(GAC) title in three seasons last sea-
son, head coach Todd Knight, the 
team and the Tiger nation are look-
ing forward to another great season 
this year.

“We have 20 seniors returning,” 
Knight, who is entering his 16th 
season as Ouachita head coach, 
told the Arkansas Democrat-Gazette. 
“These guys have never had a losing 
season. They’ve won a conference 
championship (in 2011). They real-
ize what it takes.”

“We’ve got a lot of seniors sprin-
kled all over the place, and boy, it is 
really important,” Knight said. “A 
lot of things still have to fall in place 
for us, but we like our kids.”

One of the Tigers’ biggest weap-
ons during the 2014-15 season will 
be 6-foot-3-inch, 218-pound Kiehl 
Frazier, former Shiloh Christian 
Academy standout who transferred 
to Ouachita from Auburn Univer-
sity.

While at Shiloh Christian, Fra-
zier was a Parade All-American and 
USA Today’s Offensive Player of the 
Year following his senior season. 

Knight told the Democrat-Gazette 
that Frazier’s transition from play-
ing Division I to Division II college 

football might be difficult. However, 
Frazier knows the GAC, as one of 
his brothers played for Harding and 
another is currently an offensive 
guard at Ouachita. He said Frazier 
is excited to play for Ouachita.

“He knows the league. He knows 
how good it is. … He was excited 
about coming here and getting 
a fresh start and a chance to start 
again at quarterback,” Knight told 
the Democrat-Gazette.

The fall 2014 semester also marks 
the start of two new academic ini-
tiatives for Ouachita. In addition 
to the school’s existing residential 
academic programs, the school 
has launched an Associate of Arts 
extension program in cooperation 
with New Life Church in Conway 
and will launch “Ouachita Online,” 
completely online and accredited 
Bachelor of Arts degrees with majors 
in business and Christian studies, in 
October.

Cliff Harris Stadium, Ouachita’s 
recently renovated and renamed 
football stadium, will be dedicated 
Sept. 13. Renovations on the Rose-
mary Adams Department of Vi-
sual Arts and new facilities for the 
Ben M. Elrod Center for Family 
and Community are scheduled for 
completion during the spring 2014 
semester.

For more information on Ouachi-
ta Baptist University, visit obu.edu. 
For more information on Williams 
Baptist College, visit wbcoll.edu.

IMMANUEL BAPTIST CHURCH OF PINE BLUFF 
IS CELEBRATING 100 YEARS OF MINISTRY!
We will celebrate this special event on Sunday, October 5. The 
celebration service begins at 10:30 a.m and will be followed by 
lunch in the Fellowship Hall. Former members and friends are 
encouraged to join us for this celebration.

Cliff Harris Stadium, Ouachita Baptist University’s recently renovated and renamed football stadium, 
was dedicated Sept. 13 during Ouachita’s game against Southern Nazarene University.


