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undergo major renovations

CARAWAY – The Great Commis-
sion in Matthew 28 and the challenge 
of Acts 1:8 are directives and not op-
tional parts of Scripture set aside for 
those called to some faraway part of 
the world, believes Heath Hawkins, 
pastor of New Hope Baptist Church 
in Caraway.

“No, they are for every single be-
liever and something (we take to 
heart),” said Hawkins. 

“When I came to New Hope three 
years ago, I told them up front I had 
a heart for missions that start at 
home and extends to the ends of the 
earth,” Hawkins explained. 

This summer members of New 
Hope – which averages 65 in Sunday 
worship – did just that by completing 
two mission trips to their Judea (Tex-
arkana) and Samaria (Kansas). 

In mid-June a group from the 

HOT SPRINGS VILLAGE – Barcelona Road Bap-
tist Church, Hot Springs Village, recently installed 
a new ‘hearing loop’ in the sanctuary, fellowship 
hall, balcony and choir area with the purpose of 
assisting members and visitors with hearing dif-
ficulties better participate in worship.

“Numerous … people have said, ‘I’m hearing 
the message better, I’m hearing individuals better 
than I’ve ever heard.’ They just love it,” said Bruce 
Swihart, senior pastor at Barcelona Road Baptist, 
adding, “These are members of our church who 
come all the time and are just amazed on Wednes-

day night – ‘I heard every word you said.’”
Swihart explained the idea originated with 

church member and deacon Lloyd Thrash, who is 
head of the video recording team and has a hear-
ing disability. 

Barcelona Road is one of the first churches in 
Arkansas to utilize a hearing loop, according to 
Lisa Richey, Doctor of Audiology and co-owner 
of Saline Audiology in Benton. Barcelona Road’s 
hearing loop was installed by Arkansas Loops, a 
division of Saline Audiology. 

Richey said hearing loop technology makes it 

possible for people who wear hearing aids to catch 
words and softer sounds they would otherwise 
miss during worship services. Background noise 
and echoes cease to be a problem.

She said people with cochlear implants benefit 
from the hearing loop, as well. The new induction 
loop system works with hearing aids and cochlear 
implants that are equipped with a small coil of 
wire called a “telecoil,” or “T-coil.” The sound is 
broadcast with a magnetic signal through a wire 

Arkansas author V. Jeffers (right) with illustrator Stephanie McDaniel.

Leah Fender
Arkansas Baptist News

PORTLAND – Arkansas author 
V. (as in Victorious) Jeffers says 
her new illustrated children’s 
book “I’ll Fly Away” provides 
readers with an easy-to-under-
stand presentation of the gospel 
– something she believes literally 
was “inspired by God.”

And as an apparent testament 
to that premise, 100,000 copies of 
“I’ll Fly Away” have been ordered 
by an international evangelistic 
ministry for use on the field. The 
book is published by Wahoo Pub-
lishing of Keller, Texas. 

“This book is the gospel,” said 
Jeffers. “It’s written so that anyone 

– from a young child to an 80-year-
old – can understand God’s plan 
of salvation. It’s just using the 
metaphor of a worm turning into 
a butterfly to explain it.”

The book follows the transfor-
mation of Wormy Willy, a worm 
that is tired of crawling around on 
the ground and wants to fly like 
his friend Meri Monarcha, a but-
terfly. 

Meri Monarcha explains that 
she, too, used to be a worm, but 
that she changed as soon as she ac-
cepted Jesus as her Lord and Sav-
ior. So the story follows Wormy 
Willy’s understanding of God’s 
love and his transformation into a 

See BOOK page 6

Children’s book 
‘inspired by God’

LITTLE ROCK – Jimmy Houston, 
called “America’s Favorite Fisher-
man,” and host of a fishing show 
that has run on TV for 35 years, is 
the featured speaker at HuntFest: A 
Fellowship for Men and Boys, Aug. 
25, at the Statehouse Convention 
Center in downtown Little Rock.

This is the fourth year HuntFest 
has been sponsored by the Arkansas 
Baptist State Convention (ABSC). In 
2011, several thousand people par-
ticipated in the event. It starts at 1:15 
p.m.

Houston’s TV show, “Jimmy 
Houston Outdoors,” appeared on 
ESPN for 20 years before moving to 
NBC Sports and other channels. He 

appears at hundreds 
of bass tournaments 
each year and is “al-
ways ready to share 
a fishing story or 
his faith in Christ,” 
according to his bio-
graphical informa-
tion. Houston is the 

author of several books, including a 
new “Catch of the Day” devotional 
that includes fishing tips and stories. 
Houston will speak at 7 p.m.

“Our goal with HuntFest is to 
have a high-energy, high-impact men 
and boys event that is fun, fellow-
ship-oriented and evangelistic,” said 
Sonny Tucker, leader of the ABSC 
evangelism and church growth team. 
“We will share the gospel using a 
high-profile national personality 
sharing his faith story that leads into 
the plan of salvation followed by an 
invitation where the attendees are 

New Hope Baptist
extends mission to 
Texarkana, Kansas

HuntFest 
set for 
August 25

See NEW HOPE page 6

See HUNTFEST page 10

New technology for Arkansas churches

Barcelona Road Baptist installs ‘hearing loop’

See HEARING page 10

‘Bible storying’ 
reaches culture
Lynn Kutter
Arkansas Baptist News

FOR CENTURIES, missionar-
ies have told stories from the 
Bible as a way to communicate 
the gospel to those they are try-
ing to reach.

This approach is now being 
used by several Arkansas church-
es to disciple their members and 
teach the Bible to others who 
did not grow up in the Church.

See BIBLE page 3

Houston
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FBC’s Arms Around Arkadelphia nears milestone
Lynn Kutter
Arkansas Baptist News

ARKADELPHIA – A ministry 
sponsored by First Baptist Church, 
Arkadelphia – with assistance from 
other area churches – is nearing a 
milestone.

Arms Around Arkadelphia, a 
home reconstruction and repair pro-
gram primarily for elderly residents 
and those with physical challenges, 
recently completed its ninth year and 
assisted its 95th client. In 2013, the 
ministry will celebrate 10 years serv-
ing the Arkadelphia community and 
anticipates undertaking its 100th 
project.

“So it will be a significant year,” 
said David McAllister, team leader 
and a member of First Baptist, Arka-
delphia. “For the 10th year, we want 
to find something special to do.”

The ministry assists residents dur-
ing two times of the year, McAllister 
explained. Crews work one weekend 
in May on smaller projects and then 
come together for a full week in June 
to tackle larger assignments. The re-
construction projects are completed 
at no cost to the homeowners.

In all, McAllister estimates about 
100 volunteers are involved in a vari-
ety of jobs, including home projects, 
cooking meals for the volunteers and 
leading morning and evening wor-
ship each day.

McAllister said it started as the 
result of a cancelled mission trip. 
Church members planned to leave 
for a mission trip to Mexico to work 

on construction projects. When it 
was unexpectedly cancelled, the team 
began looking at alternate plans.

Someone suggested a mission trip 
“right at home,” and McAllister said 
the response was so good the church 
decided to continue the ministry.

Volunteers for the ministry in-
clude retired citizens, faculty and 
staff from Ouachita Baptist Univer-
sity and Henderson State Universi-
ty, teenagers and groups from other 
communities. 

Other churches involved in Arms 
Around Arkadelphia include First 
United Methodist Church in Arka-
delphia, First Presbyterian Church in 
Arkadelphia, Second Baptist Church 
in Little Rock and Balboa Baptist 
Church in Hot Springs Village.

This year, volunteers worked 

at 10 sites on a variety of projects. 
Some groups painted the exteriors 
and interiors of homes, others built 
wheelchair ramps and other volun-
teers installed kitchen cabinets, ac-
cording to team member Melanie 
Rothwell. Other projects included 
replacing water-damaged kitchen 
and bathroom floors and repairing 
front porches.

Rothwell said Arms Around Arka-
delphia has grown so much that for 
the past two summers, the team has 
had to look for more work sites to 
accommodate all the volunteers.

One individual helped this year 
was Arkadelphia resident Steven 
Hart, who was paralyzed in a div-
ing accident 15 years ago. Thanks 
to Arms Around Arkadelphia, Hart 
now is able to enjoy his backyard. 

Volunteers made his decks handicap-
accessible. 

Hart was overwhelmed the first 
time he was able to get up and see all 
the workers at his home.

“There were people everywhere,” 
said Hart, adding, “(There were) 
older women and men, younger 
men and women, teenagers and kids. 
They were doing all this stuff around 
my house, not just doing the deck.”

He enjoyed his first cup of cof-
fee on the new deck with Don and 
Elaine Collins of First Baptist. Don 
Collins was the project director for 
building Harp’s deck.

McAllister has volunteered with 
the ministry all nine years and said 
he believes he is where God wants 
him to be.

“I think God put me in this church 
here that has a heart for doing this 
sort of thing,” said McAllister, who 
is a business manager for a chemi-
cal company. “Everyone on the team 
views it as a real calling.”

The leadership team has already 
started gearing up for 2013 Arms 
Around Arkadelphia efforts. The 
church accepts referrals throughout 
the year, and in January, the team 
begins to assess the requests, making 
home visits and then listing the proj-
ects by priority, based on need and 
ability to complete the work within 
the time frame.

For more information, contact 
McAllister at d_mcallister@sudden-
link.net.

Lynn Kutter is the at-large correspon-
dent for the Arkansas Baptist News.

Elaine and Don Collins visit with Steven Hart, whose three-deck patio was one of the reconstruction 
projects chosen this summer by Arms Around Arkadelphia of First Baptist Church, Arkadelphia. 
Collins was the project director for rebuilding the deck. 

Life Line Baptist Church in same community for 100 years
Jessica Vanderpool
Arkansas Baptist News

LITTLE ROCK – A hundred years have passed 
since a group of believers gathered for a brush 
arbor meeting in the summer of 1912. Little did 
the group know that the church organized during 
that meeting – with Home Reynolds as pastor – 
would blossom into a church that is serving the 
same community a century later.

Life Line Baptist Church, Little Rock, located 
on the corner of Baseline Road and Chicot Road, 
will hold its 100th anniversary celebration Sept. 9. 
Though the church has rebuilt and added build-
ings, it has never moved from its original location.

“Life Line has a vision for central Arkansas, es-
pecially the southwest part of Little Rock. God 
planted the church here in the summer of 1912, 
and God has never told the church to move,” said 
Jeff Dial, Life Line’s pastor since 2007.

Not only has that street corner always been the 
home of the church, but “Life Line” has always 
been the name of the church. 

Anthony Rhodes, pastor of worship and educa-
tion, explained that, according to the stories, the 
name “Life Line” came from a hymn written by 
Edward S. Ufford in 1888 called “Throw Out the 
Lifeline.”

And according to a brief history of the church 
published on its website, the congregation con-
tinues to live up to its name: “The area in which 
the church is located has changed tremendously 
since 1912. During that time, the ministries of the 
church have changed to meet the needs of a chang-

ing world. Yet, through all these years, the church 
has been committed to living up to its name and to 
be a ‘life line’ in the community.”

Dial shared about members’ willingness to serve 
and volunteer.

“Life Liners give Jesus their time and tithe to 
impact the world with the gospel,” he said, explain-
ing they volunteer for everything from block par-
ties, vacation Bible school and World Changers, 
to business leaders luncheons, Fourth of July com-
munity fireworks and Veterans Day celebrations, 
among other things. 

Rhodes added, “What I have found is that Life 
Line is a church that not only talks about doing 
something, they do it.”

He said the church has a food pantry that is 
financed – not by the church budget – but by mem-
bers who give directly to it beyond their tithes. The 
pantry serves a couple hundred people each week.

Along with local ministry, he said Life Line has 
been involved in missions throughout the years.

“They have supported ministries throughout the 
world; I have helped lead mission trips to New York 
City in 2006, Cleveland, Ohio, in 2007 (and) New 
Orleans several times during (Hurricane) Katrina 
reconstruction,” Rhodes said.

According to the church’s history, it was a char-
ter member of the Pulaski County Baptist Associa-
tion when the association was formed in 1916.

Dial said Life Line has planted multiple church-
es over the years, including Chicot Road Baptist 
Church, Greater Grace Baptist Church and Iglesia 
Bautista Nueva Jerusalen. 

“Life Line has a desire to continue to work with 

area New Testament churches,” he said.
Life Line has celebrated their history with a 

number of events so far, but the church’s main cel-
ebration will be held at 9:30 a.m. Sept. 9 with the 
theme A Century to Celebrate, A Future to Fulfill, 
based on Hebrews 12:1-2. It will include videos and 
a special recognition of former pastors and mem-
bers. Lunch will be served following the service by 
Arkansas Baptist State Convention Disaster Relief 
(lunch reservations required by Aug. 29).

The event will include videos and a special rec-
ognition of former pastors and members. Former 
pastors attending who will be recognized are as 
follows: Gerald Taylor (1978-1986), Tommy Cun-
ningham (1986-1991), Sonny Simpson (1992-1995), 
Ron Sanders (1995-1998), Don Chancellor (1998-
2006), as well as Dial.

Future events include a recognition of those 
called to ministry in October, a food pantry home-
coming in November and a Little Rock homecom-
ing in December.

With a century of ministry behind them, Dial 
looks forward with the hope “to impact people with 
the gospel of Jesus Christ for another century.”

“Life Liners love God and their neighbors, and 
they have lived it for 100 years,” he said.

“It truly is an honor to serve a church who 
loves God, who loves people and shows their love 
through their actions,” said Rhodes. “Life Line is 
a great place to serve, and I look forward to what 
God is going to do in this great church over the 
next century.

Contact Jessica Vanderpool at jessica@arkansasbap-
tist.org.
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Stories of interest to Arkansas Baptists 

New York voters say: 
Back off Chick-fil-A
NEW YORK CITY (BP) – New 
York City may be one of the 
more liberal cities in America, 
but more than 80 percent of vot-
ers there believe public officials 
should neither prevent Chick-fil-
A from opening new franchises 
nor discourage citizens from visit-
ing it, a new poll shows. 

Frank Page appoints
study team on Calvinism
NASHVILLE, Tenn. (BP) – 
Southern Baptist Convention 
Executive Committee President 
Frank Page has announced the 
members of an advisory team 
who will help him craft a strate-
gic plan to bring together various 
groups within the convention 
who hold different opinions on 
the issue of Calvinism. 

Avery Willis, the late Southern 
Baptist leader in missions and au-
thor of “MasterLife” discipleship 
material, is widely considered the 
pioneer of the use of “Bible story-
ing.”

Marcus Brown, the discipleship 
consultant on the Arkansas Baptist 
State Convention evangelism and 
church growth team, learned the 
Bible storying strategy from Willis 
and now leads workshops on the ap-
proach. He also leads a Bible story-
ing group each Wednesday evening 
at his own church, New Life Baptist 
Church in Alexander.

“I have never had more fun teach-
ing the Bible,” Brown said. “It’s a 
great strategy, and I think it’s a great 
way for the church to disciple peo-
ple.”

The strategy calls for the leader to 
tell a story from the Bible accurately 
and without embellishment, Brown 
explained. From there, the leader 
invites the group members to open 
their Bibles to the story so they can 
see it themselves. The leader then 
asks discussion questions designed 
to help the group members under-
stand and apply the story.

Shayne Baker, pastor of First Bap-
tist Church, Charleston, attended 
a conference on Bible storying and 
said the idea interested him because 

Jonathan Curtis, teaching pastor at First Baptist 
Church, Little Rock, portrays a Bible character 
at the Fellowship of Retired Baptist Workers 
annual meeting.

Ouachita set to unveil renovations 
in Lile Hall, Evans Student Center
Trennis Henderson
Ouachita Baptist University 

ARKADELPHIA – When students at 
Ouachita Baptist University return to 
campus this fall, they will be greeted 
with two major renovation projects 
in Lile Hall and Evans Student 
Center, including the debut of 
Dr. Jack’s Coffeehouse.

The upgrades to the two 
campus buildings include 
remodeled classrooms and 
offices, as well as new com-
puter labs and studio 
facilities. Student cen-
ter updates will feature 
an open floor plan with 
expanded food options, 
seating and stage area. Evans Stu -
dent Center, built in 1973, previously 
was remodeled in 1998 with the addi-
tion of Chick-fil-A.

A dedication service to celebrate 
the renovation of Lile Hall is set 
for 11:30 a.m., Thursday, Sept. 13, 
in conjunction with Ouachita’s fall 
board of trustees meeting. Donors, 
trustees, guests and the campus com-
munity will be invited to participate 
in the outdoor ceremony in front of 
the main Lile Hall entrance.

Brett Powell, vice president for ad-
ministrative services, noted that the 
$2 million renovation projects got 

under way in the spring.  
“Primarily, the objective of each 

project was to transform existing areas 
to make them more student-friendly 
and to meet the expectations for aca-
demic and student life facilities in to-
day’s environment,” he said. 

He said both renovation projects 
“have been underwritten by 

generous financial support” 
from university donors.

Citing key features 
of the overall renova-
tion efforts, Powell 
said, “Evans Student 
Center has under-
gone a significant ren-

ovation to open up the 
main level and create a more 

inviting and usable student gathering 
place. This has been accomplished by 
removing several walls that divided 
the space.

“The food court has been com-
pletely updated to give a new face to 
the Chick-fil-A and Tiger Grill outlets 
as well as add a new dining option, 
Sandella’s Flatbread Café,” Powell 
said. “The coffee shop has also been 
moved to Evans as part of the new 
Dr. Jack’s Coffeehouse, where con-
certs, movies and other events will be 
held. With the new dining options, 
extended hours and entertainment 
events planned, I expect this to be a 

primary destination for students over 
the coming years.”

Dr. Jack’s Coffeehouse, one of the 
centerpieces of the student center 
renovation, will feature Starbucks cof-
fee. Dr. Jack’s Coffeehouse is named 
after Ouachita’s founding president, 
Dr. John W. “Jack” Conger. 

Highlighting the Lile Hall reno-
vations, Powell said, among other 
things, the classroom and office facil-
ity “has updated finishes and class-
room furniture to make the environ-
ment more appealing for students.”

“More importantly, technology 
has been added to all classrooms, two 
computer labs were added, while an 
updated and enlarged video produc-
tion studio and other spaces will give 
students improved opportunities to 
apply what they are learning in the 
classroom,” he said.

 Evans was named in honor of the 
L.V. Evans family in recognition of 
their financial support and Lile Hall 
was named in honor of J.G. Lile, a 
longtime professor and staff mem-
ber at Ouachita. According to OBU 
Chancellor Ben Elrod, “The J.G. Lile 
Hall and R.A. Lile Hall are possibly 
the only father-son buildings standing 
side-by-side on a college campus.”

Trennis Henderson is Ouachita Bap-
tist University Vice President of Commu-
nications.

his church was looking for ways to in-
crease attendance on Sunday nights. 
Since employing the approach last 
year, attendance has risen from an 
average of about 20 to more than 
60-70 people on Sunday nights

The Sunday night service opens 
with a Bible story, and then the con-
gregation separates into small groups 
made up of people of all ages. The 
groups have an icebreaker, share 
prayer concerns and then discuss the 
significance of the Bible story.

Baker said Bible storying has been 
a great tool for his church.

“People grew up hearing the sto-
ries,” Baker said. “This gives them 
a chance to make sure they under-
stand the story and the purpose of 
it.”

One of the exciting parts of the 
strategy, he added, is that children 
can be involved with adults when 
discussing the Bible stories. The sto-
ries have included Zacchaeus, David 
and Goliath and Nehemiah rebuild-
ing the wall.

First Baptist Church, Nashville 
is using Bible storying in a differ-
ent way, said Don Fletcher, deacon 
chairman.

Fletcher said the church has a 
great group of fathers who did not 
grow up hearing Bible stories.

“We wondered how we could get 
them involved and get them growing 
and thought this might be a way to 
do it,” Fletcher said.

Fletcher and several men will lead 
the group and – though they are just 

getting started – he believes the min-
istry will grow.

“I think it will be a real good ad-
dition to the biblical studies in our 
church,” Fletcher said. “It’s simple, 
concise and there’s time for interac-
tion.”

Brown said telling Bible stories 
should not be limited to children’s 
ministry. Bible storying with adults 
and students is gaining traction in 
Arkansas with great success. He is 
willing to provide training for any 
church interested in Bible storying 
and can be reached at mbrown@
absc.org or 800-838-2272, ext. 
5128.

Lynn Kutter is the at-large correspon-
dent for the Arkansas Baptist News.

continued from page one

BIBLE

Sept. 4 deadline for 
ABSC exec. resumes
LITTLE ROCK – A search com-
mittee charged with hiring the 
next executive director of the 
Arkansas Baptist State Conven-
tion (ABSC) has set Sept. 4 as 
the deadline for the submission 
of resumes.

Don Blackmore, chairman 
of the ABSC Executive Board 
Operating Committee, said 
the group held its first meeting 
Thursday, Aug. 16, and is al-
ready making progress.

“(We) had a very productive 
meeting,” said Blackmore, disci-
pleship pastor of Central Baptist 
Church in Jonesboro. “There is 
just a good sense of unity on the 
team. We spent time in prayer 
and discussed what we are look-
ing for in that position and at 
some of the resumes received. 
“I’m excited about the direction 
we are headed. We are looking 
forward to working together as a 
group,” he added.

Blackmore requested that 
recommendations, resumes and 
other information concerning 
the election of a new executive 
director be emailed to Marty 
Davis at mdavis@absc.org for 
consideration, and not to indi-
vidual committee members.

According to bylaws of the 
ABSC Executive Board, the 
committee charged with recom-
mending an executive director 
is made up of members of the 
ABSC Operating Committee at 
the time of resignation of the 
current executive director.
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It was the early 1970s and a time 
when the Vietnam War was still 
raging. The decade of the 1960s 
had just concluded by liberating 
everyone of practically everything, 
including prayer in public schools 

(I guess it didn’t 
take yet in Jones-
boro when I was 
a child) ... and 
Time magazine 
proclaimed 
boldly on a 1966 
cover, “Is God 
dead?”

America is 
reaping  what it has sown, and no-
where is it more evident than in the 
crumpling family. While there are 
many fine public schools in Arkan-
sas and other states, nowhere is the 
secularization of our society more 
evident and the impact on our chil-
dren more pronounced.

There are many fine Christian 
teachers teaching in our public 
schools, including my wife, but 
there are also many humanist forces 
baring down on our schools, its 

Most, if not all, public schools 
are back in session this week 

after what will go down in Arkansas 
history as one of the hottest sum-
mers on record. Thankfully, most 
schools are air-conditioned today.

Yes, once again 
children across 
our state will be 
called together in 
our public schools 
by their teachers 
who will start the 
day by reading a 
Scripture verse 
from the Bible, 
after which every student will join 
in standing and reciting the Pledge 
of Allegiance.

What? That doesn’t happen in 
your local public school? It wasn’t 
long ago the scene I describe was 
commonplace across our nation, 
as it was for me as a third-grader at 
West Elementary School in Jones-
boro. I remember my teacher well; 
we all thought she had to be 90 or 
older and near death, but she prob-
ably wasn’t a day over 60.

Pray for our children and teachers this school year
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PRESSING 
ON 

Tim Yarbrough

Cartoon by Gary Thomas   

separation of church and state, 
but only the last one submitted 
by Williams was fully approved by 
royal and parliamentary authori-

ties of England. 
Williams eventu-

ally became a Baptist, 
believing Baptists’ 
views on faith and 
freedom were closest 
to his own.

It is significant to 
note that Williams in-
fluenced early Ameri-
can political leaders 
such as Thomas Jef-
ferson, James Madi-
son and John Quincy 
Adams, as well as the 
United States Bill of 
Rights. 

These are only a few of the facts 
Barry masterfully intertwines in 
his book. When tied together, 
all the details portray the life of 
a man who sacrificed to make a 
great contribution to religious 
freedom in the United States.

young man, Williams and his wife 
traveled to the New World of New 
England – desiring freedom for 
himself and his family.

The family settled 
first in Puritan-ruled 
Boston and Salem, 
where Williams’ influ-
ence increased via his 
teaching, preaching 
and holding public 
offices. However, 
exercising freedom of 
speech and worship 
there resulted in re-
prisals from England 
and local officials. 
Williams was ban-
ished from Puritan 
colonies, but – surviv-
ing by kindness of In-
dians – he developed and founded 
Rhode Island, acquired properties 
and became governor. Significantly, 
he named the town of Providence, 
R.I.

All Rhode Island charters had 
included freedom of religion and 

The Creation of the American Soul

Roger Williams is known in 
connection with the religious 

liberty heritage of our country. 
However, his living in the most 
trying, difficult and formative 
years of our early colonial history 
and his contri-
bution to “soul 
liberty” of Amer-
ica, is grasped by 
few unless they 
have read such 
a book as this 
one. 

In “The Cre-
ation of the 
American Soul,” author John M. 
Barry shares about the pivotal 
times Williams lived in, listing 
his life span as 1603 to 1683. 
Monarchs and rulers of that time 
included King James I of Eng-
land (VI of Scotland), Puritan 
ruler Oliver Cromwell and King 
Charles I. As a child, Williams 
may have witnessed executions of 
“Separatists” – or nonconforming 
Christian teachers and leaders.

BOOK REVIEW
George Peters

Levy Baptist Church
North Little Rock

John M. Barry, 2012, The Penguin Group 

His father was a member of the 
Taylors Guild, one uncle was mayor 
of London in 1611 – the year the 
King James Bible came out – and 
another uncle was a sheriff.

The noted English jurist Edward 
Coke mentored 
Williams and 
took him in as 
a son. Williams 
learned from 
Coke about law, 
customs and 
connections; 
Williams later 
attended Cam-

bridge University. Coke’s quotes 
include: “Every Englishman’s home 
is as his castle.”

Barry also shared about Wil-
liams’ own desire for freedom and 
how that placed him in a position 
to help establish religious freedom 
in America.

Church and state enforced con-
formity by piercing or cutting off 
tongues, beheadings, mutilations 
and other gruesome penalties. As a 

teachers and the children whom it 
educates.

As school starts this fall, commit 
to pray for God’s presence in the 
public schools across our state and 
nation and for Jesus Christ to be 

glorified there. After all, as long as 
their are tests, there will be prayer 
in our public schools!

Tim Yarbrough is editor of the Arkan-
sas Baptist News. Email him at tim@
arkansasbaptist.org.
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In December 1995, I was hired by the Arkansas Bap-
tist State Convention (ABSC) Executive Board to 

serve as the executive director. Today (Aug. 2) I am an-
nouncing my intention to retire from this position. 

For almost 16 years, Mary and I 
have enjoyed the privilege of serv-
ing the Southern Baptist churches 
of Arkansas; we have enjoyed the 
kindness of the pastors and the 
tolerance of the church members 
and have enjoyed the friendship 
of the other ABSC entity leaders. 
I have been the beneficiary of the 
competence and hard work of the 
ABSC staff members. We are grate-
ful for each kindness shown us by these good people. 
But Mary and I have prayed about this decision and 
have concluded that my most effective ministry service 
at this time will be found in some other capacity. 

We have been treated with grace and compassion by 
Arkansas Baptists, and I will miss serving the churches 

as executive director. The constitution of the Executive 
Board requires that I serve until I am replaced, and it 
gives the Operating Committee the responsibility to 
find and recommend to you my replacement. I hope 

that the Operating Committee can 
find a replacement by the time of the 
December meeting of this board, but 
if not, I am prepared to serve until my 
replacement can be found and elected.  
And in the event of such occurring by 
the December board meeting, I request 
that I be allowed to continue until ap-
proximately the end of February 2013 
that I may effectively orient my replace-
ment. 

Arkansas Baptists have been wonderful to us, and we 
hope to continue to serve the Lord Jesus among them.  

– Emil and Mary Turner

Emil Turner is executive director of the Arkansas Baptist 
State Convention.

Resignation announcementFamily Matters
Summer reflections 

S ummers are often memo-
rable times for families, but 

they seem to pass by so quickly. 
I have many fond memories of 
summers from my childhood – 
swimming in ponds and pools, 
campouts, 
fishing, Royal 
Ambassa-
dors camp, 
vacation, 
vacation Bible 
school (VBS), 
baseball, 
snow cones, 
homemade 
ice cream and 
watermelon. I also have some 
summer memories I’m not 
fond of – picking weeds in the 
garden, no air conditioning, 
bailing hay, mowing yards, sun-
burns and mosquitoes. 

Our family experienced a 
variety of memorable times this 
summer, which included vaca-
tion, VBS, children’s camp, 
mission trips and plenty of free 
playtime. I don’t want to waste 
an experience, nor do I want 
my children to. Proverbs 24:32 
says, “I applied my heart to 
what I observed and learned a 
lesson from what I saw.” There 
are a variety of things we can 
learn from our past experiences 
that will strengthen us for fu-
ture encounters.      

My 12-year-old son just re-
turned home from a mission 
trip. He talked nonstop for 
what seemed like several hours 
that evening sharing stories, 
including many opportunities 
to share the gospel with oth-
ers. It was a great opportunity 
for him to learn and reflect on 
how God had worked while on 
a short-term mission trip.

It’s important to help our 
children reflect on their experi-
ences and learn from them. 
Learn to ask some open-ended 
questions that will engage them 
to share their stories, such as 
these: What was the funniest 
moment? What was your favor-
ite memory? Where did you 
see God at work in your life?  
Where did you see God work 
in others’ lives? Were there any 
Bible verses God used to speak 
to you? What would you do dif-
ferently on your next trip?  

As your children get older, 
have them write out their re-
sponses to these questions. Uti-
lize this at the end of each sum-
mer, and include some pictures 
to send to their grandparents. 
Keep a copy for posterity. They 
will really enjoy reading, reflect-
ing and recalling the many ways 
God has worked in their pasts.

Ben Phillips leads the Arkansas 
Baptist State Convention family min-
istry team.

Phillips

A
PAstor’s 
HeArt

Emil Turner

Do I really need life insurance? This is an im-
portant question that comes up often in estate 

planning meetings. Let’s start with this truth: Every-
one needs life assurance. We need “the full assur-
ance of understanding, resulting in a true knowledge 
of God’s mystery, that is, 
Christ Himself” (Colossians 
2:2, NASB). The Bible does 
promise us eternal life, but it 
does not promise us tomorrow 
(Romans 2:7; James 4:13-14). 
You can have confidence in 
knowing your eternal destiny; 
but with an uncertain tomor-
row, you still need to consider those here on earth.

Therefore, many of us need life insurance. The 
threshold question involves whether any of your 
loved ones are financially dependent on your income. 
If your paycheck stopped, would your loved ones be 
left without needed support? The median household 
net worth in the United States is less than $100,000, 
and much of that is tied up in houses, cars and other 

assets that cannot be spent. This means, for many of 
us, that our savings would not last in the untimely 
death of a paycheck earner. Term life insurance can 
be a great way to protect against a potential tragedy. 
With term life insurance, you pay a fixed amount 

each year to provide a certain benefit 
amount if you die during the term. 
It is usually reasonably priced and 
might cost less than going out to 
eat once a month. Others may want 
to consider whole life insurance or 
other types of coverage. 

I pray that you have life assurance; 
but if you are the primary breadwin-

ner for your family, you should also consider life 
insurance. 

Please note this article contains only general ad-
vice, so please talk to a financial advisor about your 
individual situation before making insurance deci-
sions. 

Tim Dockery is general counsel at the Arkansas Baptist 
Foundation.

Life assurance and life insurance

FinAnciAl times

Tim Dockery
Arkansas Baptist Foundation

The Arkansas Baptist News (ABN) 
invites pastors, other church 

staff and members of Arkansas 
Baptist churches to submit reviews 
of religion-related books they have 
read.

Preferably, the book review 
should be no more than 350 words 

and should be about a book released 
in the past six months. Reviews may 
be edited for style and resubmitted 
to the author for revision.

Email your review to tim@ar-
kansasbaptist.org, or call 800-838-
2272 (toll-free in state) or 501-376-
4791, ext. 5151.

Read any good books lately?

letter
to tHe editor

Mixed-up marriage

Could the following already hap-
pen: “same-sex heterosexual family 
marriage”? States are redefining 
marriage. Let me be the devil’s ad-
vocate.  Why can’t 
a father marry his 
son, a brother his 
brother, an uncle his 
nephew and a first 
male cousin his first 
male cousin? Why 
can’t a mother marry her daughter, 
a sister her sister, an aunt her niece 
and a first female cousin her first 
female cousin?  All are of the same 
sex and will not conceive children. 

Laws that would apply to a related 
man or woman (heterosexual), do 
not apply to same-sex heterosexual 
family members.  

I don’t believe sex would be a rea-
son for these same-sex heterosexual 

family members 
to marry. A good 
reason would be 
financial or to 
provide health 
benefits. Our new 
society passes laws 

saying, “The same sex can marry.” 
How can government prevent these 
same-sex heterosexual family mem-
bers from legally marrying each 
other? In our sectarian society, the 

rights of these same-sex heterosexu-
al family members have simply not 
been addressed yet.                                                                                                                                      

Same-sex marriage laws are more 
than simply allowing homosexuals 
to get married. The same-sex mar-
riage laws have to include allowing 
same-sex heterosexual family mem-
bers to marry. A son becomes a 
spouse of his father and a daughter 
becomes a spouse of her mother. 
Pandora’s box is opened. The law 
of karma says, “For every event that 
occurs, there will follow another 
event whose existence was caused 
by the first.” 

Is this an extension of same-sex 
marriage that we will eventually 
have to deal with?

Murl Douglas Pilcher
West Fork

Letters to the editor
The Arkansas Baptist News 

welcomes letters. Email letters 
to tim@arkansasbaptist.org.
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• Top 10 Lies Christian Parents Tell Themselves
• Intentional Parenting
• Lessons Learned About Family
•  When They Turn Away (older children turning from 

faith)
• Spiritual Development in the Home
•  How to Make a Family with a Wide Age Range of 

Children “Work” 
•  How to Raise Children with a Heart for Others and 

for Sharing God’s Love with Others
• Praying for Your Child
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Published by Arkansas Baptist News, Arkansas Christian Parent 
will be a full color magazine that will be distributed to as many as 
50,000 homes throughout Arkansas. This new publication will give 
Christian parents throughout the state not only helpful and practical 
information, but also encouragement in their roles as parents. 

Articles to include:

butterfly after accepting Christ.  
 The idea for “I’ll Fly Away” came 

to Jeffers after she and her husband 
witnessed the migration of more 
than 200,000 monarch butterflies 
passing through Arkansas on their 
annual migration. 

“It was one of the most beautiful 
sights I have ever seen,” said Jeffers. 

Not long after that experience, 
she felt the Lord prompting her to 
write this book. 

“I was simply outside enjoying the 
afternoon when the Lord just placed 
it on my heart that our transforma-
tion after accepting Him is a lot like 
when a new butterfly emerges from 
its cocoon. We are a new creation, 
and our lives will never be the same,” 
said Jeffers.

So she wrote the book. However, 
she is adamant that she didn’t actu-
ally write it. 

“The Lord wrote this book. He 
just used me as His instrument,” Jef-
fers said. 

For that reason, Jeffers has re-
fused to make any money from the 
book. 

“The book doesn’t belong to me. 
It belongs to God. I have not taken a 
cent from the book, nor do I intend 
to,” Jeffers said.

Not only is “I’ll Fly Away” Jeffers’ 

continued from page one

BOOK first book, but also it’s the first time 
Stephanie McDaniel, 17, has illus-
trated a book, according to Jeffers.

“Stephanie had never drawn any-
thing before, but somehow God 
used her to illustrate this book,” Jef-
fers said.

So after writing the book and hav-
ing it illustrated, Jeffers decided to 
get it published. With the final prod-
uct in hand, Jeffers then contacted 
Samaritan’s Purse and the Billy Gra-
ham Evangelistic Association to ask 
if they might be interested in using 
the book somehow. 

“I was thrilled when they (Samar-
itan’s Purse and the Billy Graham 
Evangelistic Association) decided 
to order 100,000 copies to place in 
Christmas shoeboxes for Operation 
Christmas Child,” Jeffers said. 

According to its website, Opera-
tion Christmas Child is a project of 
Samaritan’s Purse that “brings joy 
and hope to children in desperate 
situations around the world through 
gift-filled shoeboxes.”

“God has just taken this book and 
flown it around just like a butterfly. 
He’s taking it everywhere. They are 
in China, the Philippines, India, 
Mexico, Honduras, Haiti, Belize and 
so many other places,” Jeffers said.

To learn more about “I’ll Fly 
Away” and how to order copies for 
your church or ministry, call Jeffers 
at 870-737-1332.

Contact Leah Fender at leah@
arkansasbaptist.org.

church traveled to Texarkana to 
work with Life House Ministries, 
said Hawkins.

“This unique fellowship, led 
by Pastor James Ross, is reaching 
out to the Jerusalem outside their 
door. That happens to be one of 
the most economically depressed 
parts of the city. They host a com-
munity meal twice per week and 
will pick up anyone who needs 
a ride,” said Hawkins, adding, 
“Every week they fellowship with 
homeless men and women, prosti-
tutes, drug addicts, alcoholics and 
those in their community that just 
need a little help.”

The goal of the New Hope mis-
sion team was to love as Christ 
loved, he said. 

“The team of adults and teens 
was able to help prepare and serve 
meals, prayer walk, visit the four 
new churches that Life House is 
planting, as well as other unique 
ministry opportunities. This was 
the second time in three years that 
New Hope ministered alongside 
Life House.”

A second trip by New Hope 
members took them to Concor-
dia, Kan., to work with CrossPoint 
Church. CrossPoint is a member of 
Smoky Hills Baptist Association.

“This marked the first weeklong 
out-of-state mission trip for New 
Hope Baptist Church,” said Hawk-
ins.

“The (association) is comprised 
of 15 counties, but only 12 South-
ern Baptist works. Ken Beckner is 
the director of missions, and he 
and his wife, Brenda, sold their 
house in Salina, where the associa-
tion office is, and moved to Con-
cordia,” he said. “Three times in 
the past Southern Baptists have 
tried to start a work in the commu-
nity but have not been successful. 
Bro. Ken and Brenda prayerfully 
decided to move there and start 
building relationships from the 
inside. They currently meet each 
Sunday in the meeting room of the 
Holiday Inn Express with about 

15-20 people.  
“Pray for them, that God will 

continue to bless and grow their 
ministry.”

Hawkins said while in Kansas 
part of the team spent the morning 
at the local sports complex scrap-
ing and painting bleachers at the 
baseball fields. Previous mission 
teams had painted fire hydrants 
throughout the city.  

“Bro. Ken feels this is a great 
way to build rapport with the city, 
as well as building relationships, 
and it seems to be working. Two of 
the members of CrossPoint are city 
workers who we worked alongside.  
Another part of the team spent the 
morning hanging siding on one of 
the closest churches in the associa-
tion, what was in a town about 45 
minutes away,” he said.

The mission team spent after-
noons prayer walking the commu-
nity, doing a nursing home service 
and preparing for Back Yard Bible 
Club (BYBC).  

“The BYBC was held in the 
yard of one of the city workers we 
had met and worked with,” said 
Hawkins. “The whole team came 
together to sing, tell Bible stories, 
play games and create fun crafts. 
Every night there were new kids 
that came to find out what was 
going on. It was awesome to see 
the kids’ faces light up, especially 
knowing that many of them had 
never really heard much about 
Jesus before.”

Hawkins said living in a small 
town in northeast Arkansas with 
five Southern Baptist churches 
makes it hard to imagine a place 
like Concordia, Kan.  

“(It is) a town much bigger than 
my own, but until two years ago 
had no Southern Baptist church. 
Not only is it the only SBC work 
in the town, but also in the entire 
county. It was so eye-opening that 
this Midwestern state would be 
so different from ours spiritually. 
Regardless of where you are, there 
are people all around us who need 
Jesus,” he said.

“This summer has challenged 
New Hope to examine how we can 
better show the love of Jesus to our 
own Jerusalem.”

continued from page one

NEW HOPE
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TOUR OF DUTY, a weekend 
retreat for military wives, is set 
for Oct. 19-20 at Baring Cross 
Baptist Church, Sher-
wood.

The two-day event 
will provide a time of 
worship and inspira-
tional teaching, as well 
as equip women to de-
velop support groups for 
military wives and fami-
lies in their churches.  

The retreat will be led 
by Bible teacher and author 
Sara Horn. Horn is founder and 

president of Wives of Faith, a 
military wives ministry, and her 
books include “GOD Strong: A 

Military Wife’s Spiritu-
al Survival Guide” and 
“Tour of Duty: Prepar-
ing Our Hearts for De-
ployment.” 

Childcare will be pro-
vided for children up to 
5 years old.

For more informa-
tion or to register, visit 

www.baringcrossbaptist.
org or call the church at 501-
833-2347.

Military wives retreat set

ABSC

COLOR

•Aug. 25: HuntFest – Statehouse 
Convention Center, Little Rock
•Aug. 30: Your Church & 
Money Seminar – First Baptist 
Church, Batesville
•Aug. 30: Your Church & 
Money Seminar – Immanuel Bap-
tist Church, Clinton
•Aug. 31 – Sept. 2: Family CON-
NECT – North Little Rock, Sher-
wood, Jacksonville
•Sept. 6: Regional Training for 
Missions Leaders – Harlan Park 
Baptist Church, Conway
•Sept. 11: Regional Training for 
Missions Leaders – First Baptist 
Church, Greenland
•Sept. 13: Regional Training for 
Missions Leaders – First Baptist 
Church, Blytheville

For more information on events, go to 
www.absc.org, or call 800-838-2272.

ABSC
calendar

THE ACTS 1:8 One Day Mission 
Trip, sponsored by the missions 
ministries team of the Arkansas 
Baptist State Convention, is sched-
uled for Oct. 6. 

The event, to be held in Tri 
County Baptist Association, will 
include prayer walking; children’s 
activities; senior adult ministry; 
home repairs and painting; health 
clinics; sports camps; evangelism; 
yard work, and block parties. 

For more information, call 800-
838-2272, ext. 5150, or email Oleta 
Raines at oraines@absc.org.

Acts 1:8 One Day 
Mission Trip Oct. 6

MISSIONS Getaway, a women’s 
event for all ages, including girls 
first through sixth grade and teen 
girls, is set for Oct. 26-27 at Camp 
Paron.

The weekend will include fellow-
ship, Bible study, missions learning 
and praying and other activities. 

Girls who attend will worship 

Missions Getaway ministers to women

MISSION Connection Event: Heart 
of Kansas Coalition will be held 
from 10 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. Oct. 4 
at Second Baptist Church, Jackson-
ville.

Church planters and associa-
tional missionaries in and around 
Wichita, Kan., are seeking partners, 
and the goal of the Mission Connec-
tion event is to share how to partner, 
send mission teams and help plant 
churches through the four associa-
tions in the area. Those who attend 
will hear from church planters seek-
ing partners and attend breakout 
sessions.

Lunch will be provided. Preregis-
tration is required. 

For more information and to reg-
ister, visit www.absc.org/samaria or 
call Jill Modlin at 800-838-2272, ext. 
5149.

Missions event 
set for October

Horn

Visit the Arkansas Baptist State Convention online at www.absc.org

Coming up!
Read about the Arkansas 
Baptist State Convention 
Annual Meeting in our 
upcoming Sept. 6 issue of 
the Arkansas Baptist News.

Meetings• 
Schedules• 
Speakers• 
and more• 

with the women but will have their 
own time for Bible study, crafts and 
recreation, missionary visit and mis-
sion projects.

Program guests include Tammy 
Fletcher of Second Baptist Church, 
Jacksonville; Stacey Smith, Prison 
to Purpose program coordinator; 
Linda Gray, International Mission 

Board missionary in the Ukraine, 
and Jill Pucik and Natalie Culver, 
Williams Baptist College students. 

Missions Getaway is a Coopera-
tive Program event sponsored by 
the Arkansas Baptist State Conven-
tion missions support team and 
the Arkansas Woman’s Missionary 
Union.
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“Doing the work of an evangelist.” II Tim 4:5

Sam Moore is a vocational evangelist and a native of Arkansas. He has 
the gift of an evangelist and the heart of a pastor. He is available for 

Revivals, Crusades, Harvest Days and Witness Training. 
Now scheduling for 2013.

479-381-1170 l e-mail:  sam@evangelistsammoore.com

SAM MOORE EVANGELISTIC MINISTRIES

www.evangelistsammoore.com

Happy Birthday!
to all the missionary kids attending college who are 
 celebrating birthdays in the month of September.

◆ Sept. 20: Joshua Stewart, OBU Box 3291, Arkadelphia, AR 71998-0001; 
 United Arab Emirates. 
◆ Sept. 28: Ben Schleiff, OBU Box 4602, Arkadelphia, AR 71998-0001; 
 China. 

Correction
The Arkansas Baptist News incor-
rectly listed Martha Huffman’s 
home church in the Aug. 9 story 
“WMU kicks off year of celebra-
tion at Wellspring.” Huffman is 
a member of Immanuel Baptist 
Church, Monticello. We apolo-
gize for the error.

First Baptist Church, Lowell, held Sandwich and Story Time twice a week during the summer in order 
to feed children in the Lowell community both physically and spiritually.

Sandwiches and Bible stories

On the move

Church life

Elizabeth Kessler (second 
from left), a participant 
in the Student Summer 

Missions/Kaleo Arkansas 
Summer Ministry 

Associates (SSM/KASMA) 
program, shares with 
women in Haiti on a 

recent mission trip taken 
by several SSM/KASMA 

students and other 
Arkansas Baptists. The 

team focused on women’s 
ministry - sharing with  

Haitian women about 
purity, beauty, God’s love 

and purpose and ongoing 
Bible studies for women.   

Haiti

Obituaries

East Point Baptist Church, Rus-
sellville, will hold a 140th anniver-
sary celebration Oct. 21. The event 
will feature Sunday school at 10 a.m. 
and morning service at 11 a.m. with 
Howard Kisor, Arkansas River Val-
ley Baptist Association missionary, 
as speaker. A potluck will take place 
at 12:30 p.m., followed by a 2 p.m. 
service featuring former pastors.

Charles H. Jones Sr., 88, of 
Sheridan died Aug. 2. 
He was an active mem-
ber of First Baptist 
Church, Sheridan. He 
was a minister for more 
than 44 years, pastoring 
multiple churches, in-

cluding Southside Baptist Church, 
Fordyce. He was preceded in death 

Matthew Kerley is serving as 
pastor on the staff of First Baptist 
Church, Lead Hill, coming there 
from Oak Grove Baptist Church, 
Pocahontas.

Geyer Springs First Baptist 
Church, Little Rock, will host Team 
Impact – a group of world-class ath-
letes – Sept. 16-19. The program will 
be held at 6 p.m. Sept. 16 and at 7 
p.m. Sept. 17-19. Team Impact com-
bines the talents of the athletes with 
a message of hope to reach out to 
all ages.

Barcelona Road Baptist Church, 
Hot Springs Village, will host a Cel-
ebration Sunday during the 10:30 
a.m. worship service Sept. 23 in 
honor of three staff members whose 
combined ministry has totaled 175 
years. Bruce Swihart, pastor, has 
served in ministry for 60 years; Elton 
Gray, associate pastor, has served in 
ministry for 60 years, and Duane 
Blakely, music minister, has served 

in ministry for 55 years. 
Crossgate Church, Hot Springs, 

recently took mission trips to Quito, 
Ecuador, and Spearfish, S.D. Read 
more at www.arkansasbaptist.org/
crossgate.

by his wife, Imogene Standridge 
Jones; his parents, and three broth-
ers. He is survived by four sons, 
three daughters, three brothers, two 
sisters, 18 grandchildren, 27 great-
grandchildren and 2 great-great-
grandchildren, as well as numerous 
nieces, nephews, church family and 
friends. Funeral services were held 
at 3 p.m. Aug. 5 at the Memorial 
Gardens Funeral Home chapel in 
Sheridan. Burial took place at Mt. 
Pleasant Cemetery in Fordyce.

Charles H. Pullin, 86, of Ham-
burg, died July 21. A na-
tive of Kilbourne, La.,  
he had been a resident 
of Hamburg for the 
past 45 years. He was a 
Southern Baptist minis-
ter for the past 37 years, 

pastoring multiple churches, includ-
ing Southside Baptist Church, Ham-
burg. He is preceded in death by his 
parents, two brothers and three sis-
ters. He is survived by his wife of 
62 years, Bobbie Judkins Pullin; two 
daughters; a brother; two sisters; 
four grandchildren, and ten great-
grandchildren. Funeral services were 
held July 24 in the chapel of Jones-
Hartshorn Funeral Home in Ham-
burg. Burial took place at the Snyder 
Cemetery near Hamburg.
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C l a s s i f i e d s
PASTOR

Casa First Baptist Church is seeking a “God-sent” 
bi-vocational pastor. We furnish an attractive 
2,400-square-foot brick home on two wooded 
acres and a modest salary. Please furnish resumes 
to johnandnancy@arkwest.com or call 479-477-
2900. 

Clinton FBC is seeking a full-time music, ed-
ucation and senior adult minister. Please 
send resumes to P.O. Box 1340, Clinton, AR 72031.

River Road Baptist Church in Redfield is seeking 
a part-time pastor. Resumes to P.O. Box 161, 
Redfield, AR 72132 or river013@centurytel.net. 
501-397-2576 or 501-554-6220.

Vimy Ridge Immanuel is looking for a bi-voca-
tional pastor. Send resume to 12214 Germania 
Road, Alexander, AR 72202.

Emmanuel BC in Blytheville is seeking a godly 
pastor to minister to our church and commu-
nity. Send resumes to Emmanuel BC at 4315 No. 
City Road 535, Blytheville, AR 72315, ATTN: Pulpit 
Committee.

Calvary Baptist Church in West Siloam Springs, 
Okla., is accepting resumes for bi-vocational 
pastor. Send resume to Pastor Search Commit-
tee, Calvary Baptist Church, 7727 Cedar Dr., West 
Siloam Springs, OK 74338.

OTHER STAFF POSITIONS

Hayti First Baptist Church is seeking a full-time 
youth pastor. Please send resume by Sept. 30 to 
Youth Pastor Search Committee, Hayti FBC, 201 E. 
Lincoln, Hayti, MO 63851 or email to haytifbc@
gmail.com.

WANTED – energetic, enthusiastic minister 

Evangelist CW Blood, a member of 
FBC Searcy, is  available for revivals, 
pulpit supply any evangelistic event 

outside of the church setting for your 
community you would like to do, 

retreats or any special event. 
Phone 501-827-3580 or 
email cw.blood@att.net

of music for a medium-sized Southern Baptist 
church. Music degree and keyboard experience a 
plus, but not a requirement. Salary commensu-
rate with education and experience. Please send 
resume and DVD (if available) of performance 
and interaction with congregation to First Baptist 
Church, 330 North Kennedy, Booneville, AR 72927, 
ATTN: Music Search Committee.  

First Baptist Church, Morrilton, is seeking an in-
terim minister of music, pursuing a blended 
worship style. Send resume with references to 200 
E. Church St., Morrilton, AR 72110 or fbc-morril-
ton@suddenlinkmail.com.

Levy Baptist Church is seeking a full-time 
minister of education/administrator. Re-
sumes to Steven Tiner, 3501 Pike Avenue, North 
Little Rock, AR 72118.

Crystal Hill Baptist Church in Little Rock is 
seeking a music/worship leader. Contact the 
church office, 501-455-0669, or email at crystal-
hillbaptist@sbcglobal.net.  

Walnut Valley Baptist Church is seeking a pas-
tor of student ministries. Position is full-time 
with benefits. Send resume to WVBC, 1698 N. 
Hwy. 7, Hot Springs, AR 71909 or email to tfor-
rest@cablelynx.com.

The New Site Baptist Church, Monett, Mo., is 
looking for a full-time youth pastor. Duties 
include junior high through senior high. Please 
send resume and references. P.O. Box 731, Monett, 
MO 65708 or to jhnewsite@mo-net.com. 

First Baptist Church, Trumann, seeks a full-
time associate pastor for youth and fam-
ily. Please send resume to P.O. Box 575, Trumann, 
AR 72472.

First Baptist Church of Paragould is seeking a 
worship leader. Additional duties, roles and 

responsibilities will be added in keeping with this 
person’s gifts and calling. Submit resumes in confi-
dence to First Baptist Church, Attn: Personnel Team, 
P.O. Box 816, Paragould, AR 72451 or fax to 870- 
236-8585.

Carey Baptist Association, Fordyce, Ark., is seek-
ing an associational missionary to assist 
churches to impact central Arkansas and the world 
for Christ. Send inquiries and resume with refer-
ences to lriley@absc.org. Applications accepted 
until Monday, Sept. 10.

FBC, Muskogee, Okla., is accepting resumes for a 
full-time education minister. Send resumes 
and inquiries to apastor@fbcmuskogee.org or by 
mail to associate pastor, Mark R. Hall, 111 S. 7th St., 
Muskogee, OK 74401.

Calvary Baptist, Neosho, Mo., is seeking a full-
time student pastor. Send resume to mail@
calvaryofneosho.com. Attention: Student Pastor 
Recognition Team, by Sept. 23, 2012.

The Mid-South Baptist Association is prayer-
fully seeking a director of missions. Send 
resume by Oct. 15, 2012, to 6896 U.S. Hwy. 70, 
Bartlett, TN 38133 or email to domsearchteam@
msbac.org. Mid-South Baptist Association is a re-
gional association made up of over 160 ethnically 
diverse churches with a total membership of over 
60,000 resident members from Tennessee, Missis-
sippi, Arkansas and Kentucky. We are a fellowship 
of Southern Baptist churches committed to the 
Great Commission. In order to fulfill this mission, 
our operational emphases are: (1) Church Planting 
and Revitalization, (2) Church Leadership Develop-
ment, (3) Church Mobilization and (4) Association-
al Resource Development. MSBA is an independent 
and sovereign association in itself and respects the 
autonomy of the local congregation. We conform to 

the doctrine, policy and practice as expressed in the 
current Baptist Faith and Message. 
 
MISCELLANEOUS

T-211-1 series HAMMOND Organ - the-
atre voice presets - first solid-state tonebar spinet 
- string bass - variable repeat percussion - ad-
ditive percussion plus volume soft tab, brilliance 
tab, earphone jack, special receptacle, dimensions: 
45”W, 25”D, 44 1/2” H, with music rack. Weight: 
235 pounds with bench. Music power output:  34 
watts, with drawbars and added rhythm rail. Con-
tact Donna Faulkner cell: 501-993-8391. 

 40 padded church pews in good condition 
for sale, $200 each. 501-825-7247 or 615-636-
4921.

85 Ford bus, 23 passenger, $2500. 501-868-
5204, John McIntire.

Contact nelle@arkansasbaptist.org, or call 800-838-
2272, ext. 5155, for special discounted rates.

October is Pastor Appreciation Month.
Honor your pastor with an ad
in the Arkansas Baptist News.

Dallas Avenue gears up for September2Remember
MENA – September will be about 
more than the beginning of fall and 
football for Dallas Avenue Baptist 
Church, Mena. It is going to be a 
“September to remember” for the 
church – literally. 

Pastor Justin Leonard said Dallas 
Avenue is holding a series of events 
throughout the month of September 
as part of their first-ever September-
2Remember outreach. 

It is something Leonard said he 
felt God place on his heart when 
he became pastor of the church in 
June.

“Our goal is to glorify God, dis-
ciple the believers and encourage 
them and spread the good news of 
the gospel to the lost,” he said. 

“We chose September because 
school is back in session and people 
are in a ‘normal’ routine, and maybe 
it won’t be so hot. The goal behind 
each date is to do our part in the 

work of the kingdom,” he said.
The theme for September2Re-

member is Fill His House, based on 
Luke 14:23, and the church will seek 
to do just that. 

Along with filling the church on 
Sundays, they will hold a series of 
events during the month.

The September2Remember series 
kicks off Sept. 8 with a prayer walk in 
Mena. Bless Mena day will take place 
Sept. 22 as the church reaches out 
to its community. A women’s event 
– Chicks and Chocolates – with 
church member Elizabeth Martin-
dale as speaker, is set for Sept. 22. 

A Bible conference will be held 
Sept. 23-25. Toby Talley, Arkansas 
Baptist State Convention (ABSC) 
evangelism and church growth team 
member, will preach the morning 
message Sept. 23. The conference 
will continue at 6:45 p.m. each night 
Sept. 24-25, with speakers Grant 

To list classifieds, contact Nelle 
at 501-376-4791, ext. 5155.

An RV was recently donated to the Hope Women’s Resource Center in Pine Bluff, a ministry of 
the Harmony Baptist Association. The center plans to equip the RV to be a mobile crisis preg-
nancy unit to minister to women and girls in surrounding counties who may not otherwise 
be willing to drive to the center for an appointment. 

Hope Women’s Resource Center

Ethridge, senior pastor of Liberty 
Baptist Church, Hampton, Va., and 
former ABSC president and presi-
dent of the 2012 Southern Baptist 
Convention (SBC) Pastors’ Confer-
ence; and Archie Mason, pastor of 
Central Baptist Church, Jonesboro, 
and vice president of the 2012 SBC 
Pastors’ Conference.

The church will participate in See 
You At the Pole Sept. 26 and will 
hold a Saw You At the Pole event 
that evening. 

The September2Remember series 
ends Sept. 30 with a Sunday night 
Praise in the Park event, complete 
with a block party and time of wor-
ship.

“Great things are happening here,” 
Leonard said. “Attendance has been 
up, giving has been strong and there 
seems to be such an atmosphere of 
unity and love.”

For more information on Septem-
ber2Remember, call 479-394-2697 or 
email pastordabc@att.net. 
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continued from page one

Hearing

given a chance to commit their 
lives to Christ.”

Tucker said four hunting sem-
inars will be held from 2 to 4:45 
p.m. Additionally, interactive 
games, such as bow shooting for 
the boys, laser shooting, inflata-
bles and bull riding, and displays 
are available to participants.

“We have corporate sponsors 
that have sought to make this a 
high-quality event by donating 
more than 1,500 door prizes 
like duck calls, safety harnesses, 
shells and DVDs,” Tucker added. 
“These corporate sponsors have 
also donated 15-20 grand prizes 
like a Kubota RTV, a five-day 
cruise, a Remington shotgun, a 
Hoyt bow, two gift certificates 
for $1,200 bows, two wildlife 
prints, guided fishing trips, an 
aluminum jon boat, an acrylic 
duck call set and an ATV trail 
ride.”

Tucker said churches across 
Arkansas have plans to attend 
and use the event for outreach.

“While this event is open to 
the entire state, many churches 
have stated that this will become 
their churches sportsman’s ban-
quet for their men and boys and 
an outreach event for their un-
churched prospects,” he said.

For more information, visit 
www.huntfest.com.

continued from page one

Huntfest

installed around the perimeter of 
the church. While the listener is 
located within the field created by 
the loop, the T-coil in the hear-
ing aid or cochlear implant will 
receive the signal from the loop. 
Individuals with any type and de-
gree of hearing loss and any T-coil-
equipped hearing aid or cochlear 
implant can take advantage of this 
technology. 

Dollie Armstrong, member of 
Barcelona Road, has seen the im-
pact this technology has had on 

those around her. 
“It has opened up such a wonder-

ful thing for people that are hearing 
impaired,” she said.  

She explained her husband, who 
has two cochlear implants, noticed 
decreased background noise and 
more clarity through use of the hear-
ing loop. 

“He gets everything off of the mi-
crophone,” she said.

Armstrong told of how, during 
a demonstration of the technology, 
she was sitting next to a woman who 
just kept smiling. When Armstrong 
asked if she was OK, the woman 
said, “This is the best I’ve heard in 
three years.”

“I’m so happy our church did it,” 

said Armstrong. “You know, there’s 
a lot of people coming that couldn’t 
understand what was going on be-
cause of their hearing, and now 
they’re just glad to be there because 
now they’re once again getting the 
sermons and getting messages and 
getting music and all the rest of it.”

Richey explained hearing loops 
offer several advantages over assistive-
hearing systems that use FM signals 
transmitted to special headsets that 
must be borrowed from the lobby or 
foyer. Advantages of hearing loops 
include the following:

– There is no need to find the FM 
receiver or “black box” before the ser-
vice and return it after the service.

– There is no limit on the number 

of people who can benefit.
– There is no conspicuous head-

set to wear.
– There are no hygienic con-

cerns from using a headset or ear-
buds others have used. 

– Words and music that come 
through a hearing aid are adjusted 
to the hearing loss of the individ-
ual.  

About two-thirds of hearing aids 
in the United States are equipped 
with T-coils, Richey explained. 
Some hearing aids are equipped 
with T-coils but must be activated 
– a simple adjustment that can be 
done in an audiologist’s office.

Contact Jessica Vanderpool at jes-
sica@arkansasbaptist.org.

foundation focuses on mission-based performance
LITTLE ROCK – The Arkansas Bap-
tist Foundation has an incredible op-
portunity to help churches and their 
members understand that the single 
largest act of stewardship is often the 
distribution of estate assets.

That’s the message the Founda-
tion board of trustees were told in 
August during their regular summer 
board and strategic planning meet-
ing by Barry Bledsoe, attorney and 
president of the Baptist Foundation 
of Alabama. Bledsoe served as guest 
facilitator as the board explored its 
mission, strengths and challenges. 

A major portion of the meeting 
was devoted to the exploration of 
mission-based performance report-
ing, according to David Moore, 
Foundation president. In adhering 
to mission-based performance re-
porting, investment performance is 
still evaluated by style, weighting and 
relative benchmark, but overall per-
formance is typically understood and 
communicated in light of the organi-
zation’s mission, Moore said.

“If the mission of the Foundation 
regarding endowments is to pay out, 
within acceptable risks, the most in-

come possible to ministries while at 
the same time maintaining the pur-
chasing power of the original gifts, 
then perhaps endowment perfor-
mance should be evaluated in light 
of that mission,” said Moore.

To assist the board of trustees 
in evaluation, Bobby Thomas, the 
Foundation’s institutional consultant 
with Merrill Lynch/Bank of America, 
presented research based upon the 
current Foundation investment allo-
cation and projected market assump-
tions. 

“The presentation addressed the 

current investment strategy’s ability 
to support a sustainable spending 
program and also satisfy the Founda-
tion’s goal of preserving the capital’s 
purchasing power, while continuing 
to maintain a long-term focus,” said 
Moore.

Current investments were evalu-
ated in light of the desire to lower the 
probability of losses in the future.  

“With historically low interest rates 
continuing and with high volatility in 
the stock markets, investments con-
tinue to be a challenging part of the 
Foundation’s ministry,” Moore said.

to advertise with the Arkansas Baptist News, 
contact nelle at 501-376-4791, ext. 5155, or 

nelle@arkansasbaptist.org
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T here are two things in this 
world that we spend: time and 

money. And usually it’s those two 
things that we wish we had more 
of. I hear people say, and I say often 
myself, that “if I had more time, if I 
had more money, then I would be 
able to …” 

However, the issue is not really 
how much – or how little – time and 
money we have, but how we manage 
both.

When time seems short, then we 
kick into overdrive and try to do as 
much as we possibly can until time 
is up. 

As far as our money goes, if what 
we spend exceeds our income, then 

our upkeep will be our downfall. 
When situations get hectic like that, 
then discouragement easily sets in 
and our functionality decreases or 
ceases altogether.

As children of God, we are called 
to be, as our Father is, holy (1 Pet. 
1:15). We are to function in such 
a way as to reflect His character – 
“manner of conversation” (1 Pet. 
1:15). He has given to us exactly 
what we need in order to live holy 
and productive lives for His king-
dom and glory, but many times 
we forget about the price that was 
paid for our holiness and so we find 
ourselves wasting our resources on 
things that have no eternal value. 

Peter tells us in 1 Pet. 1:18-19 
(KJV) that we “were not redeemed 
with corrupt-
ible things … but 
with the precious 
blood of Christ.” 
Being mindful 
of our purchase 
price should 
impact how we 
spend our time 
and resources – 
managing them 
properly because 
we do not know 
when our time will be up. 

If our time is like that of grass or 
flowers (1 Pet. 1:24), then we should 

be blooming as brightly as we can 
for Jesus.

Satan does not 
want us to bloom 
because he does 
not want others 
to come to know 
Christ (2 Cor. 4:4). 
Too many people 
are deceived by him 
into thinking that 
we have plenty of 
time and plenty of 
resources – we can 
be holy tomorrow. 

We must be holy now: “Gird up 
the loins of your mind, be sober” (1 
Pet. 1:13).

Commentary

O f all the chores associated with 
raising a garden, the most 

enjoyable to me, other than eating 
the fruits of my labor, is the process 
of canning fruits and vegetables in 
mason jars. Food just seems to taste 
better when it comes from a glass 
jar, and one of the most rewarding 
sounds is that “pop” the flats make 
as they seal all that tasty goodness.

However, even when great care is 
taken, even when that pop is heard, 
there is still the possibility that the 
contents of the jar can spoil due to 
conditions beyond my control. 

However, there is a preservation 
process that will never fail – the pres-

Living with hope

You are the salt of the earth. … 
You are the light of the world”  

(Matt. 5:13-14, 
HCSV).

The mowing 
machine was set to 
mow at an angle 
alone the roadside. 
The man mow-
ing did not see 
the pile of rocks 
that was hidden 
by the tall, brown 
grass. Whack! Steel 
against rock. Sud-
denly, sparks ignit-
ed a fire that was encouraged by the 

wind up the side of the highway and 
into a nearby field of dry grass.  

A full-scale 
blaze was soon 
engulfing every 
inch of ground 
it could reach. 
What seemed 
like a little emer-
gency became a 
fire that would 
ravage 1,100 acres 
and cause an en-
tire town to be 
evacuated. The 
residents of the 

little town were sheltered in the new 

high school gym for the duration.
No food or water was immedi-

ately available, and the emergency 
response agencies were stressing 
about the lack of available supplies. 
A local pastor approached the group 
and volunteered their church’s cook-
ing facilities to meet the need. Calls 
were made to the local church mem-
bers, and people soon began to ar-
rive at the little church.

For two full days the emergency 
continued. 

The little congregation stayed the 
course, feeding and ministering to 
the local townspeople. Several hun-
dred were served meals and provided 

the necessities of life.  
The emergency finally ended, 

and the little church had been salt 
and light to the community around 
them. It had been the only church in 
the area that had volunteered to step 
up and meet the task at hand.  This 
is a true story – the little church is in 
our association.

Being salt and light means having 
the right attitude and willingness to 
serve the Lord in a physical, as well 
as a spiritual, manner. It’s easy to 
talk our faith but sometimes harder 
to demonstrate it.

How are you being salt and light 
in this world today?

Back to basics

Living with holiness

A s a pastor and chaplain, I have 
often encountered the question 

posed by several 
former military 
men, “Have I com-
mitted murder?” 
My own father 
made a statement 
that still rings in 
my ears concern-
ing the subject. It 
was shortly before 
his death in 1994 
that we talked of 
eternal things.

“I don’t know 
how many people I 
have killed,” he said. “I commanded 

a gunnery crew that fired the Long 
Tom cannon. Its shell traveled for 

miles; I never knew 
where it hit.”  

Those were his 
last words on the 
subject.  He never 
mentioned the war 
again.  

War, however, 
was not the subject 
of Christ’s com-
ments in Matthew 
5:21-24. His words 
spoke to the atti-
tude of brother op-
posed to brother. 

Memories of Cain verses Abel may 

have traveled through His memory 
as He corrected the statement made 
by the ancestors. Anger and hatred 
prior to worship was the subject of 
His commentary.

The attitude of the heart prior 
to worshiping God is the central 
theme of this passage. Emotions like 
hate, anger and judgment of others 
are unacceptable in the worship of 
a holy God. Our offerings are re-
jected when we approach Him with 
these things infesting our minds and 
hearts. 

“Make it right with your brother,” 
He commands. “Then come before 
Me.” 

We see the same theme of recon-

ciliation in Matthew 18:15-17, and 
we see it again in 1 Corinthians 
11:17-34, where Paul gives believers 
instruction on how to properly pre-
pare for and administer the Lord’s 
Supper.

I have seen revivals begin and 
divided churches united when they 
laid aside anger, hatred and a judg-
mental attitude. Communities have 
been evangelized once the church 
sought God with the right heart.

God is still in the forgiving busi-
ness. He awaits our repentant hearts 
and seeks to take the burden of sin 
from our lives through Christ our 
Savior’s sacrifice on the cross. Only 
then can we truly worship Him!

High expectations

ExplorE thE BiBlE

SEptEmBEr 9, 2012

John C. Griffin
pastor

Lamar Baptist, Lamar

Scripture passage:
1 Peter 1:13-25

BiBlE StudiES For liFE 
SEptEmBEr 2, 2012

Howard Kisor Jr.
associational missionary

Arkansas River Valley Association

Scripture passage:
Matthew 5:1-16

BiBlE StudiES For liFE 
SEptEmBEr 9, 2012

Howard Kisor Jr.
associational missionary

Arkansas River Valley Association

Scripture passages:
Matthew 5:17-22, 27-28, 31-34a, 

38-39, 43-44, 48

ervation offered to us by our Lord 
Jesus Christ.

Once we have been sealed by the 
presence of the Holy Spirit (Eph. 
1:13, KJV: “Ye were sealed with that 
holy Spirit of promise”), there is 
nothing that can spoil the end re-
sults of our faith. Peter assures us, 
by the inspiration of God, that we 
are kept (preserved) by the power of 
God, according to 1 Peter 1:5. What 
a relief that wonderful truth should 
be to our souls – to know that no 
matter what happens, whether it be 
the heaviness of “manifold tempta-
tions” in 1 Peter 1:6 or the trials of 
our faith and the trying fires of 1 

Peter 1:7, we will have a freshness 
when Jesus comes 
to claim His own 
that is “found 
unto praise and 
honor and glory” 
(1 Peter 1:7).

Many times I 
have opened a jar 
of preserves only 
to find out they 
had spoiled. That 
can steal away a 
little of my joy. 
Satan wants to do the very same 
thing with our lives. He knows that 
the sealing and preservation process 

that we undergo through Christ 
Jesus is something 
that causes him to 
be unable to reach 
through, but that 
doesn’t stop him 
from trying to steal 
away the joy that 
comes from our sal-
vation.

Remember that 
the power of God 
to keep us is stron-
ger than the power 

of Satan to spoil us. Jesus will finish 
what He has begun in us so rejoice, 
child of God, with joy unspeakable.

ExplorE thE BiBlE

SEptEmBEr 2, 2012

John C. Griffin
pastor

Lamar Baptist, Lamar

Scripture passage:
1 Peter 1:1-12
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