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Floyd: ‘Let’s complete the Great Commission’
Editor’s Note: The Arkansas Baptist 
News recently interviewed Ronnie 
Floyd, senior pastor of Cross Church 
in northwest Arkansas. Floyd has 
been nominated for president of the 
Southern Baptist Convention (SBC), 
which holds its annual meeting June 
10-11 in Baltimore. Floyd was asked 
a variety of questions to give Arkan-
sas Baptists a better understanding of 
the pastor who is a candidate for per-
haps the most visible leadership role in 
Southern Baptist life. Some of Floyd’s 
answers were edited due to space con-
straints. This article is part of a two-
part series. Part two will appear in the 
May 15 edition of the ABN.

Caleb Yarbrough
Arkansas Baptist News

SPRINGDALE – Texas-born Ron-
nie Floyd has called Arkansas home 
since 1986 when he became pastor 
of First Baptist Church, Springdale. 
Nearly twenty-eight years later Floyd 
is a die-hard Razorback fan and pas-
tor of Cross Church (formerly First 
Baptist) – one of America’s largest 
evangelical churches, with five cam-
puses in Fayetteville, Rogers, Spring-
dale and most-recently, Neosho, Mo. 
(see related story, Page 10).

In addition to serving in the 
local church, Floyd has served in 

numerous leadership capacities in 
the Southern Baptist Convention 
on local, state and national 
levels. He currently is the 
general editor of LifeWay 
Christian Resources’ Bible 
Studies for Life curricu-
lum series and as lead pas-
tor and strategist of Send 
North America, the church 
planting initiative of the 
North American Mission 
Board (NAMB).

Perhaps most notably, 
Floyd chaired the Great Commis-
sion Resurgence (GCR) Task Force, 
which led to a strategic shift in the 

way Southern Baptist entities 
carry out the Great Commission, 

including a shift in the 
way money is allocated for 
kingdom work.

ABN: What do you see 
as major challenges of the 
Southern Baptist Convention 
as a denomination in the 21st 
century?

Floyd: I believe the 
greatest challenge we 
have is for a fresh, mighty 
move of God across our 

churches and across the leaders of 

See FLOYD page  6

Floyd

Arkansas pastors pray for revival and spiritual awakening at Geyer Springs First Baptist Church, Little Rock, April 21-22.

LITTLE ROCK – “Oh God, bring revival to our state, 
our nation and our world!” and “Mold us and shape 
us into Your image for Your glory!”

More than 300 Arkansas Baptist pastors and min-
isters voiced these prayers and others April 21-22 at 
Geyer Springs First Baptist Church, Little Rock, as 
they gathered to cry out to God for revival and spiritual 
awakening.

Ronnie Floyd, senior pastor of Cross Church in 
northwest Arkansas, served as facilitator of the event 
titled “A Call to Pray for Revival and Awakening: A 
Gathering for Pastors and All Ministers” and opened 
the first night telling attendees the event might be 
unique from other prayer events they had experienced.

And it was.
“It is a gather(ing) to pray, not just to talk about 

prayer. It’s a gathering of us supporting one another. 
This is not about a show; this is not about seeing who 
does what; this is about us experiencing God together 
and individually,” said Floyd, adding he was giving at-
tendees two words to think through over the next 24 
hours: “process” and “progress.”

“We’re going to take you through a spiritual process 
beginning with you moving in the serious intercession 
for one another and then to our churches and beyond, 
prayerfully experiencing spiritual revival, America ex-
periencing spiritual awakening, all progressing for the 
purpose of one thing – and that’s to fulfill the Great 
Commission of our Lord,” he said.

Floyd added, “This is not a come-and-be-seen event. 
We’ve got enough of those. This is not about a come-
and-go event. This is about a come-and-meet-God ex-
perience, a gathering to pray.”

“Extraordinary prayer” precedes all great move-
ments of God, he exclaimed.

“Why are we here tonight? We are here to pray in an 
extraordinary way for spiritual revival personally, reviv-
al in our churches and spiritual awakening in America, 
so that we can see the Great Commission escalated to 
its rightful priority and accelerated to its completion in 
our generation,” he said.

Throughout the day-and-a-half event, speakers 
shared thoughts on a number of topics to begin each 

See PRAYER page 9

Crowds greet Master’Singers in Ukraine
BERDICHEV, Ukraine – Arkansas Baptists 
ministering in Ukraine as a part of the Arkansas 
Master’Singers choir are experiencing “phenom-
enal” crowds as they perform in the country that 
has experienced political upheaval and a change 
in presidential leadership in recent months. 

The 80-voice choir has plans to visit four dif-
ferent regions of western Ukraine to perform 
in 11 evangelistic concerts, where the choir will 
sing and international evangelist Michael Gott 
will preach. Organizers of the trip are expecting 
more than 15,000 people will attend the special 

ministry events.
“Tonight was just incredible,” Larry Grayson, 

Arkansas Baptist State Convention (ABSC) 
evangelism and church health team member, 
reported via email to ABSC staff April 23. “We 
sang in Berdichev on the very stage where (Jo-
seph) Stalin stood to promote Communism. It 
was a 900-seat room. Every seat was filled, and 
every space in the aisles, stairs, etc., was filled 
with overflow people and they turned people 

See UKRAINE page 15
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Mother, daughter live and minister together
Jessica Vanderpool
Arkansas Baptist News

LITTLE ROCK – While Julia Ket-
ner teaches stress management and 
conflict management seminars for 
Arkansas River Valley Baptist As-
sociation’s Christian Women’s Job 
Corps (CWJC), you can find her 
94-year-old mother, Mazie Julia Ket-
ner, patiently crocheting nearby. 

Mazie Ketner crochets hot pads, 
dishrags and baby blankets. The hot 
pads and dishrags are given to the 
CWJC site, its participants and vari-
ous others, while the baby blankets 
are given to residents of the Promise 
House, a maternity home for unwed 
preteen and teenage girls run by the 
Arkansas Baptist Children’s Homes 
and Family Ministries.

Julia Ketner said her mother has 
been crocheting baby blankets for 
Promise House residents for about 
five years. 

Mazie Ketner said she crochets 
because she enjoys it and because 
it gives her something to do – other 
than twiddle her thumbs or “stare 
into space.” 

“It meets a need and makes me 
happy to do it,” she said.

She learned the skill as a young 
woman and has been crocheting 
ever since. Through the years, she 
has made everything from doilies to 
Christmas ornaments.

Sometimes she will crochet baby 
b l a n k e t s 
late into the 
night, said 
Julia Ketner.

“At night 
when she 
d o e s n ’ t 
sleep much, 
she’ll be up. 
I’ve seen 
her many a 
night. … I’ll 
peek in and 
she’s sitting 
there in her chair, crocheting,” she 
said.

In fact, Mazie Ketner’s faithful 
service through the years has in-
spired her daughter’s heart for min-
istry.

“My heart for ministry came 
from her, really, because as a child 
I watched her help everybody in 
our little rural community, whether 
it was washing hair of some elderly 

person or … (ministering) to shut-
ins,” said Julia Ketner. “She was in-
volved in WMU (Woman’s Mission-
ary Union) in that little rural church 
and was always doing something for 
somebody, and so I tell her that why 
I’m so busy is ‘because you taught 
me – you modeled for me what it 

was  to 
reach out 
and minis-
ter to peo-
ple.’”

M a z i e 
Ketner said 
it makes 
her happy 
to still be 
able  to 
serve and 
to know 
her daugh-

ter enjoys serving as well.
Julia Ketner serves as director of 

missions and ministries at Saddle 
Creek Church in Little Rock and as 
interim Arkansas WMU executive 
director, a position she previously 
held full-time. She is also a member 
of the Arkansas Baptist State Con-
vention (ABSC) Executive Board. 
She was formerly team leader for the 
ABSC missions support team.

Her mother has lived with her for 
about seven years. Along with min-
istering at the CWJC site, the duo 
works together in other ways.

Julia Ketner said her mother has 
accompanied her 
to deliver needed 
items – such as 
sheets and towels 
– to nonchurch 
members. In the 
past, her mother 
would accompany 
her and Saddle 
Creek Church 
members to min-
ister at the Ro-
land Crisis Closet, 
though her health 
now prohibits it. 
They have also 
ministered with 
the church to a 
local apartment 
complex by pro-
viding food once a quarter. Julia 
Ketner said her mother contributes 
money to buy the needed items.

“She modeled for me as a child 
and continues to try to be involved 
in what limited ways (she can) with 
limited health,” said Julia Ketner of 
her mother. She added that while 
ministry is a blessing in general, her 
mother’s ability to be involved and 
serving the Lord boosts her sense of 
self-worth and allows her to know 
she can still do something even in 
her mid-90s.

“As she (Mazie Ketner) says, ‘May 
not be much – but it’s something,’ 
and so it’s just a joy that we can do 
that,” Julia Ketner said.

While her mother has retained 
her membership with New Zion 
Baptist Church in Ona, Fla., she 
takes part in a Saddle Creek Church 
community group that meets twice a 

month.
The concept of continuing in 

ministry is near to the hearts of both 
mother and daughter.

Julia Ketner noted that she once 
heard someone 
say that believ-
ers should never 
retire because 
there’s always 
something they 
can do.

She said she re-
alizes one’s men-
tal and physical 
health may pre-
clude some types 
of service, but 
overall, she agrees.

“Whether it’s 
a paid position 
or not, we can al-
ways be a person 
of prayer or a wit-
ness, or we can 

still minister making phone calls to 
people,” said Julia Ketner. “There’s 
always something you can do, and 
so retirement doesn’t mean that you 
sit down and twiddle your thumbs. 
And I believe the Lord … can enable 
us to do something for Him until 
He calls us home.”

She said her mother “pretty much 
believes the same thing.”

“The Lord doesn’t quit serving 
me, so I shouldn’t quit serving Him. 
I’ll have to face Him one day,” Mazie 
Ketner said.

“I don’t think you retire from the 
Lord’s service,” added Julia Ketner. 
“I don’t think that’s a part of what 
the Christian life is about. … There 
might be a retirement from a posi-
tion or a job, but you never retire 
from the Lord’s service.”

Contact Jessica Vanderpool at  
jessica@arkansasbaptist.org.

Tracy Hooks named ABN Mother of Year
BEIRNE – Tracy Hooks, 
40, member of First Bap-
tist Church, Beirne, has 
been named the Arkansas 
Baptist News (ABN) 2014 
Mother of the Year.

She was nominated 
by her daughter, Brittney 
Malcom, as part of the 
ABN A Tribute to Godly 
Mothers essay contest.

Hooks was presented 
with a gift card during the 
April 27 worship service 
at First Baptist, where 
James Blackwood is pas-
tor. Hooks has five chil-
dren and three – soon to 
be four – grandchildren. 

Watch for the full story 
in a future issue of the 
ABN.Hooks

Mother’s Day 2014

Julia Ketner (left) and her mother, Mazie Ketner, share a common heart for ministry. Mazie Ketner (below left) crochets hot pads, dishrags and baby 
blankets to give away. Together, they recently put together snacks for an Easter Celebration at a local apartment complex.
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www.arkansasbaptist.org/abn-digest

Stories of interest to Arkansas Baptists 

Day of ministry ‘impacts’ Little Rock
Jessica Vanderpool
Arkansas Baptist News

YARD WORK, children’s activi-
ties, a health fair, a dental clinic and 
block parties were all part of the 
2014 Impact Little Rock event. 

More than 700 Arkansas Baptists 
ministered to about 1,200 commu-
nity members in Little Rock and sur-
rounding areas as part of the annual 
event April 5.

Willie Jacobs, Arkansas Baptist 
State Convention (ABSC) urban 
strategist and member of the ABSC 
church planting team, said Impact 
Little Rock is a partnership between 
the ABSC and several key churches 
and church plants. Churches and 
church plants provided volunteers 
for individual site projects. Other 
volunteers from ABSC churches 
around the state assisted by man-
ning block party trailers.

“The purpose (of Impact Little 
Rock) is to raise community aware-
ness and ministry opportunities that 

lead to more people in the kingdom 
of God through the sharing of the 
gospel,” said Jacobs.

Unity Bible Baptist Church, Lit-
tle Rock, a church plant pastored by 
Marcus Carroll, hosted a block party 
and dental clinic.

“It’s just good to be able to serve 
and to do the Great Commission,” 
Carroll said.

“There’s a lot of things going on 
throughout the city, and we’re just 
praying that lost souls will be saved 
and that we can be disciples who 
are making disciples,” he added, ex-
pressing his hope to meet spiritual 
needs, as well as physical needs, and 
his prayer that people will find a 
church home.

Angela Greer was among those 
who visited the dental clinic held at 
Unity Bible Baptist Church.

Greer said she didn’t have the 
money for a needed tooth extrac-
tion.

“For them to be able to help us 
out in need – it just means a whole 
lot,” she said.

Nearby at Iglesia Bautista Nueva 
Jerusalén, Little Rock – a church 
plant sponsored by Life Line Baptist 
Church, Little Rock – Frank Fowler, 
member of Union Baptist Church, 
Harrison, was grilling hot dogs at 
another block party. 

He said he enjoys reaching out in 

ways like this and enjoys seeing the 
young people.

“I guess I’m just a people per-
son,” he said 
about why he 
likes reach-
ing out to the 
communi t y. 
He noted that 
several people 
were saved at 
the block party 
where he was 
serving.

“ T h a t ’ s 
what it’s all 
about to me,” 
he said. “I 
just love it. … 
That’s worth 

all the trip.”
The salvations were only a few of 

the 45 salvation and rededication 
decisions recorded throughout the 
day.

Partnering churches and church 
plants involved in 
this year’s Impact 
Little Rock event 
included: Geyer 
Springs First Bap-
tist Church, Little 
Rock; Immanuel 
Baptist Church, 
Little Rock; Oasis 
Church, North 
Little Rock; First 
Baptist Church, 
Sherwood; Park 
Hi l l  Bapt i s t 
Church, North 
Little Rock; Holy 
Souls Internation-
al Church, Little Rock, a church 
plant sponsored by Park Hill Bap-
tist; The Church at Donovan Bri-
ley in North Little Rock, a church 
plant sponsored by First Baptist, 
Sherwood; City of Refuge in Little 
Rock, a church plant sponsored by 
Immanuel Baptist; Unity Bible Bap-
tist Church; Iglesia Bautista Nueva 
Jerusalén; Otter Creek Community 
Church in Little Rock, a church 
plant sponsored by Geyer Springs 
First Baptist, and a multihous-

ing ministry at Knollwood Mobile 
Home Park, which is in the process 
of becoming a church plant spon-
sored by Geyer Springs.

Steven Bell, church planter at 
Otter Creek Community Church, 
served as coordinator for Impact 
Little Rock and said his heart for 
the event was to see churches come 
together around a common cause.

“So many times we operate inde-
pendently from one another,” he 
said. “But to see people from differ-
ent walks of life and backgrounds 
and experiences saying, ‘We want 
to impact Little Rock with the gos-
pel and with our actions and we’re 
going to make that a priority so we 
can reach lost people,’ – to say that 
with one voice, I think that went 
pretty well.”

“When we do things like this, it 
helps really unite the Body of Christ 
and communicates to the commu-
nity that we are doing this with one 
passion and one heart and this is 

what the kingdom (of God) looks 
like – that oneness,” he added.

He said he hopes that instead of 
being a one-day event, Impact Little 
Rock will act as a catalyst for an on-
going series of events that will serve 
the communities targeted by Impact 
Little Rock.

The 2015 Impact Little Rock 
event is scheduled to take place in 
April.

Contact Jessica Vanderpool at 
jessica@arkansasbaptist.org.

A drama team from First Baptist Church, Sherwood, performs for residents of Wilmington 
Apartments during Impact Little Rock April 5. A free dental clinic (below left) was one of many 
ministries in which volunteers participated during the event. Paul Roten (below right) member 
of Crooked Creek Cowboy Church, Harrison, teaches a girl how to rope during Impact Little Rock.

Judge rules against 
Caner in video lawsuit
FORT WORTH, Texas – A fed-
eral judge dismissed a Georgia 
Baptist college president’s law-
suit April 17 against a blogger 
who posted videos to support 
allegations that a famous “Jihad 
to Jesus” testimony is bogus, the 
Associated Baptist Press (ABP) 
reported. A U.S. district judge 
in Fort Worth, Texas, ruled that 
Jason Smathers, a Southern Bap-
tist pastor and blogger in Arizona 
was entitled to post government 
videos he obtained through the 
Freedom of Information Act 
under the “fair use” doctrine 
of copyright law. Ergun Caner, 
president of Brewton-Parker Col-
lege in Mount Vernon, Ga., filed 
a lawsuit last summer claiming 
ownership of two videos that 
Smathers posted of Caner speak-
ing as an expert on Islamic cul-
ture in training for U.S. Marines 
preparing to deploy in 2005, the 
ABP reported.

La. College votes to end 
Aguillard’s presidency 
PINEVILLE, La. (BP) – Louisi-
ana College trustees have ended 
the often-controversial presi-
dency of Joe Aguillard. Trustees 
voted in an April 15 meeting 
not to renew Aguillard’s con-
tract, which expires July 31. But 
Aguillard, LC’s president since 
2005, was accorded the title of 
president emeritus and a tenured 
faculty position after a year’s sab-
batical. The board named Argile 
Smith as interim president effec-
tive Aug. 1. Smith currently is ex-
ecutive vice president for integra-
tion of faith and learning at the 
college.

Mississippi 20-week 
abortion bill signed 
JACKSON, Miss. – Mississippi 
Gov. Phil Bryant on April 23  
signed a bill to ban abortion 
starting at the midpoint of a full-
term pregnancy, the Associated 
Press (AP) reported. Support-
ers said it is designed to protect 
women’s health, while abortion-
rights advocates have said it’s un-
constitutional. The bill becomes 
law July 1 and bans abortion 
starting at the 20 weeks’ gesta-
tional age. A full-term pregnancy 
is 40 weeks. Abortion would still 
be allowed at or after 20 weeks 
if the woman faces death or per-
manent injury because of the 
pregnancy. It also would be al-
lowed in cases of severe fetal ab-
normality, the AP reported.



4   May 1, 2014OPINION

century and the overwhelming 
odds it seems to have against it.

While the Church seems to be 
overtaken by the secularization of 
our society, led by those who want 
to stamp out all vestiges of Christi-
anity, Scripture tells us clearly that 
God will prevail.

“And let us not 
be weary in well 
doing: for in due 
season we shall 
reap, if we faint 
not,” reads Gala-
tians 6:9 (KJV).

And there’s 
this from John 

14:1 (KJV): “Let not your heart be 
troubled: ye believe in God, believe 
also in me.”

Scripture implores us to stay dili-
gent until the Lord returns:

“I must work the works of him 
that sent me, while it is day: the 
night cometh, when no man can 
work” (John 9:4, KJV).

In the end, God wins and we 

E very place I have resided in 
my lifetime seems to have 

had it’s own unique sayings.
In southeast Missouri, where I 

grew up, I heard “Try to keep it be-
tween the ditches” and “I’m a fixin’ 
to.”

 In Kentucky, where I attended 
college, I often 
heard “I’m a 
gonna” from my 
friends who were 
reared on farms, 
which I think 
meant, “I’m going 
to.”

In Tennessee,  
“Can’t never did do nothin’” was 
overheard at times.

Then there was Georgia’s “Get 
‘er done,” which was popularized 
throughout the country by Larry 
the Cable Guy, comedian Larry 
Whitney.

Recently, as I reflected on that 
Georgia phrase, my thoughts 
turned to the Church of the 21st 

God will ‘get ‘er done’

PRESSING 
ON 

Tim Yarbrough
Phil. 3:14
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What comes to mind when 
you think of “the social 

church”? For many of us “good 
Baptist” folks, we think of ice 
cream on a Sunday night or pot-
lucks for dinner. Maybe we think 
of the dreaded planning of wed-
ding showers and baby showers.

Justin Wise has a 
different idea of “so-
cial” under consid-
eration in his book 
titled “The Social 
Church: A Theology 
of Digital Commu-
nication.” He’s refer-
ring to the explosion 
of what is called 
“social media” in the recent de-
cade and how that technology 
can connect people. His book is 
an effort to share his experience 
of developing digital strategies for 
churches. 

Wise admits in his introduc-
tion that this is not intended as 
a “how-to” book. Instead, this 
is geared toward explaining the 
“why-to” of social media and call-

ing for more willing involvement by 
churches in the digital realm. Wise 
lays out the need for going where 
people are and connecting in that 
space. He explains how he started 
a Facebook page for his church and 
the pleasant surprise that it became 
a positive ministry involvement for 

the body.
To his 

credit, he 
acknowl-
edges that 
objections 
to digital 
participa-
tion exist 
and deals 

with the some of them. It is in the 
realm of answering objections, 
though, that “The Social Church” 
falls short. Falling into the category 
of “digital native,” Wise envisions 
only theoretical or emotional objec-
tions to involvement with digital 
media. He does not address con-
cerns that many smaller churches 
have, including time involvement 
and cost. His response to those 
who are on the other side of the 

digital divide, the generations who 
are not computer-savvy, is unfortu-
nately dismissive. Alongside this, 
he notes readily that such media 
outlets as Friendfeed or MySpace 
have already 
flashed and 
gone, showing 
the volatility of 
social media, 
but consid-
ers churches 
that hesitate 
to enter the 
digital realm 
as abandoning 
it rather than 
watching for 
better opportu-
nities.

The strength 
of Wise’s work 
is his admis-
sion in the later chapters that social 
media is no substitute for real pres-
ence and connection. This is valu-
able, as he has spent much of the 
book advocating heavy investment 
of time and resources in feeding 
the social media accounts of the 

church. Admitting the power 
of one-to-one live relationships, 
though, undercuts much of his 
advocacy of social media as a pri-
mary focus. Instead, social media 

should be a secondary help 
for actual relationships.

Does Wise’s “The So-
cial Church” persuade? 
Not very well. He speaks 
with a certainty that will 
embolden social media ad-
vocates and may draw a few 
hesitant folks toward the 
social side, but this may 
well alienate the major ob-
jectors. Also, while Wise’s 
subtitle is “A Theology of 
Digital Communication,” 
he spends as much effort 
presenting marketing and 
technology information as 
he does scriptural informa-

tion. Is it a helpful book? In a 
limited manner, yes. However, 
I would look elsewhere for a 
comprehensive guide for church 
social media.

Doug Hibbard is pastor of First 
Baptist Church in Almyra.

BOOK REVIEW

Doug Hibbard
 First Baptist Church 

Almyra

Christians – Arkansas Baptists 
– need to live like it and stop com-
plaining how everything is “going 
to hell in a handbasket.”

Rather, let’s strive to tell others 
about Christ before it’s too late!

Tim Yarbrough is editor of the Ar-
kansas Baptist News.

The Social Church 
By Justin Wise, Moody Publishing 2014
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Family Matters
Smell the roses

My family recently traveled 
with me to Blacksburg, 

Va., where I spoke at a friend’s 
church. We had a great time 
reconnecting with some long-
time friends. On the return 
trip home, we de-
toured slightly and 
took a nostalgic 
step back in time 
and spent a day in 
Mount Airy, N.C., 
the birthplace of 
Andy Griffith and 
the inspiration 
for the setting of “The Andy 
Griffith Show.” 

We arrived on Sunday after-
noon to discover that most of 
the shops in the old downtown 
area were closed.  We spent the 
night and then toured the town 
the next morning. We visited 
Floyd’s Barbershop, the May-
berry Courthouse, Wally’s Ser-
vice Station, the Snappy Lunch, 
Andy Griffith’s birthplace and 
the Andy Griffith Museum. 
The people were extremely 
friendly and most places would 
not take a credit card or debit 
card – cash only. It was a step 
back in time to a different era. 
The town seemed to experience 
life at a slower pace. It brought 
back many fond memories of 
watching “The Andy Griffith 
Show,” especially the episode 
“Man in a Hurry.”  

My thoughts carried me back 
to childhood memories with 
my grandfather. He would fre-
quently tell me as a teenager, 
“Take time to smell the roses.” 
He worked hard in life as an 
underground coal miner, but 
slowed down long enough to 
go to ballgames, to fish and to 
invest in 13 grandchildren. As 
a result, whenever I walk by a 
rose bush, I pause, bend over 
and take a long, pondering 
sniff of the fragrant roses. I en-
courage my children to do the 
same.

The words of a college men-
tor affirmed my grandfather’s 
words as he cautioned my pace 
by repeating, “Don’t get so busy 
doing things that you can’t be 
the person God wants you to 
be.” 

As I’ve reminisced, I’ve fre-
quently had to remind myself, 
“Don’t get so busy doing things 
that you can’t be the family 
God wants you to be.”  

As life for many families con-
tinues to thrust forward at a fre-
netic cultural pace, slow down, 
be still, invest a moment and 
smell the roses together. You, 
your family and future genera-
tions will be blessed.

Ben Phillips serves on the Arkan-
sas Baptist State Convention evan-
gelism and church health team.

Phillips

‘Upside-down’ leadership
A t the age of 26, I owned my own business, signed 

all the payroll checks and learned very quickly that 
the “boss” has power and authority over his employees. 
I was a new Christian and was serving the Lord, but 
honestly, I thought I had “arrived.” As the one who 
controlled the checkbook, I learned how to control 
people and wield my authority. It was my way or the 
highway, and at times, it felt good. I 
believed I was right. I believed I de-
served respect. 

I was the first one to graduate from 
college in my family, I owned a suc-
cessful business and I thought that 
success meant being in charge, giving 
direction to others and having em-
ployees who worked for you. Well … 
it is kind of funny how Jesus flips that 
idea upside down. There is nothing wrong with owning 
a business or leading a business, but the Lord teaches 
us in Scripture how to lead biblically. 

In Mark 10:45, Jesus said, “For even the Son of Man 
did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His 
life as a ransom for many.” 

Jesus demonstrated servanthood. He served us 
through His suffering, through His surrender and 
through His sacrifice. Jesus not only gave us the defini-
tion of greatness, but He demonstrated greatness. The 
world measures greatest by how many people serve us; 
Jesus measures greatest by how many people we serve in 
His name. 

As church members, sometimes we allow the world 
to influence us and we buy into “consumerism.” We 

believe the church is here to “serve us,” and we mea-
sure our greatness each Sunday by how many people 
serve us; and sometimes, we may even “wield our 
authority” as a church member. I admit, I was one of 
those men who sat in the pew and wondered what the 
preacher did all week. It was not until I began to serve 
the church as a volunteer that I clearly began to see 

that biblical leadership, as defined by 
Jesus, is completely opposite of the 
world’s definition. 

God did not put us here so others 
could serve us, but He put us here so 
we could serve others. I have three 
challenges for you: (1) Serve your 
church family. Serve as a door-greeter; 
serve as an usher; serve in the nurs-
ery; serve as a teacher. In the words 

of Nike, “Just do it.” (2) Serve a co-worker. You may be 
their boss, but find a way to serve them. Give them a 
gift card, send them a note or do their job for them and 
give them a break. (3) Serve someone in your commu-
nity. Random acts of kindness in Jesus’ name go a long 
way in cultivating relationships so the gospel can be 
shared. What would happen if every born-again church 
member in Arkansas served their church family, served 
a co-worker and served someone in their community 
this week in the name of Jesus? I believe we would see 
… revival! Let us follow the example of our King this 
week and become a slave to others.  

Archie Mason is president of the Arkansas Baptist State 
Convention and senior pastor of Central Baptist Church in 
Jonesboro.

Getting the right help
A fter attending an estate-planning program led by 

three local judges, I was impressed with several 
statements. One thing stood out in my mind. Two of 
the judges explained why they went to law school – the 
reason was simple: They were not any good in math! 
Their instruction to the group, which was composed 
of mainly attorneys, was to explain and explain again 
when introducing numbers in court. 
The judges admitted they need help 
in deciphering tax returns, financial 
statements and other such numeric 
exhibits introduced into court. As 
one put it, “It’s just not our world.”

Periodically we are all thrown into 
situations and areas that are outside 
of “our world.” My wife has served 
a couple of times in recent years on 
jury duty, and the courtroom is way 
outside of her musical world. 

We find this to be true in estate planning. Very intel-
ligent and well-educated individuals will sit down with 
us and simply explain that they do not understand any 
of “this stuff,” as they call it. They may be experts in 
their field, but the legal language of wills and trusts is 
like a foreign language. We enjoy helping people under-
stand the process, which eases much of their concern.

Suddenly, a spouse can find himself or herself all 
alone. If the other spouse handled all the finances, 

taxes, investments and business matters, then the sur-
viving spouse may have a huge problem. Widows and 
widowers like this will soon be forced into a world that 
is not their world. Additionally, all the newness of busi-
ness transactions collides with the pressures of grief. 

What can one do to mitigate some of this concern? 
For one thing, the business-oriented spouse can write 

down instructions and guidance. In-
cluded in that memo would be the 
names and contact information for 
people who can be trusted to help.

Last year a well-known, longtime Ar-
kansas pastor died. At his funeral, his 
sons were describing “the letter” that 
he left behind. They first described it 
as an attempt to provide some control 
beyond the grave, but soon they real-
ized that it was a love letter to help 

them and relieve many concerns. Included in that let-
ter was the list of all the individuals to call, along with 
instructions as to why they would be called. It was a 
great honor for my name to be on that list, even though 
my part was relatively small. I knew that he trusted me 
to help his widow and children who were being thrust 
into a new world.

I guess we all need help when we are outside of “our 
world.”

David Moore is president of Arkansas Baptist Foundation.
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Read any good books lately?

@arkbaptnews on 
Facebook and Twitter

Read more news 
and commentary 

at
www.arkansasbaptist.org

or

The Arkansas Baptist 
News (ABN) invites 

pastors, other church 
staff and members of Ar-
kansas Baptist churches 
to submit reviews of re-
ligion-related books they 
have read.

Preferably, the book 
review should be no 
more than 350 words 
and should be about a 

book released in the past 
six months. 

Reviews submitted for 
publication may be edit-
ed for content and style. 
If interested, please con-
tact Tim Yarbrough, edi-
tor, at tim@arkansasbap-
tist.org, or 501-376-4791, 
ext. 5151. Visit www.
arkansasbaptist.org/re-
views for examples.

Read more news 
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our churches, as well as across the 
leaders of our convention. … But I 
think also we have to find a way … 
to accelerate the completion of the 
Great Commission in our genera-
tion. I really believe Southern Bap-
tists have more than solved “this is 
the direction we are going.” We have 
chosen the path. We are very com-
mitted to the authority of Scripture. 
We are very committed to how we 
comprise that in the Baptist Faith 
and Message 2000. We are very com-
mitted to doing what we can to ful-
fill the Great Commission. I think 
the path is set. What we need to do 
is to try to find a way to accelerate 
the pace. I do think there 
is another massive chal-
lenge in Southern Baptist 
life and that is relating to 
the issue of funding, fund-
ing the vision in a greater 
way. It is not that Southern 
Baptists are not funding 
the vision; they are funding 
the vision, even in a chal-
lenging economy the last 
several years. … But, it is a 
matter of, “Where does the 
vision need to go?” “What 
needs to happen in the 
next decade relating to the 
financial resources and its 
future in Southern Baptist 
life?” … regarding all those 
things that we fund – from 
our mission offerings as 
well as through the Coop-
erative Program.

ABN: This is obviously a 
very pivotal time in the history 
of our nation and the world. 
If you are elected president of 
the Southern Baptist Conven-
tion, what role do you see your 
presidency serving?

Floyd: I believe, more 
than anything, I want to 
serve Southern Baptist churches 
and the conventions that make up 
and comprise the Southern Baptist 
Convention and the entities of the 
Southern Baptist Convention. I 
want to be able to be used as a piv-
otal leader in areas where God raises 
up opportunities. And I don’t know 
if any of us know what that looks 
like. We may know more about the 
way it looks if, indeed, I am elected, 
and then the course of what hap-
pens over the next year to two years 
if I were to be privileged to serve. 
And so, I think, more than any-
thing, I want to serve. I think, then, 
I want to lead. And I am already a 
major prayer supporter of what we 
do.

ABN: Do you feel the role of presi-
dent of the Southern Baptist Convention 
is to promote an agenda – to help South-
ern Baptists have a vision for what God 
wants them to be?

Floyd: What I know right now 
is that, if the Lord lets me do this, 
I want to extend a strong call to 
Southern Baptist churches, pastors 
and to who we are as a people to 
what I would call “extraordinary 

prayer,” for us to see revival person-
ally, revival in our churches and, I 
believe, an awakening in America, 
so that we can see the Great Com-
mission escalated to its rightful 
place of priority and accelerated to 
its completion in our generation. 
I have become deeply moved and 
challenged through some of these 
prayer gatherings that we have led 
for pastors. And I have been chal-
lenged by the words of Jonathan Ed-
wards, the man that God really used 
to be one of the major catalysts for 
the First Awakening. And he talked 
about the challenge to have explicit 
agreement together, visible union 
and extraordinary prayer.

ABN: As we read the news, we see 
what is happening across the world, and 
I see, and I know you do as well, revival 

and spiritual awakening happening in 
various places in the world, but not so 
much here in the United States. What 
do you see that we have to do as a na-
tion, as a people, and how Southern 
Baptists can be a catalyst in helping the 
United States return to God?

Floyd: History shows any, any 
movement of God that has ever 
shaken a nation, ever shaken a 
major region of the world, has al-
ways happened that prayer precedes 
it. I mean, wouldn’t it be incred-
ible if we could have strong, strong 
commitment to that across South-
ern Baptist life and our churches? 
Sometimes I’m reminded of the im-
portance that we know that we want 
prayer everywhere else in our public 
arena. … We need to let prayer be-
come somewhat a priority sometime 
when we get together in worship, 
rather than making it lower than the 
announcement time. And until we 
see prayer moved up and a commit-
ment to that, and a strong pursuit of 
God, I mean, that’s what churches 
need to be revitalized, that’s what 
every one of our churches need to 
become more evangelistic, that’s 

what it is going to take to see more 
money given through our churches 
toward reaching the world, together 
as Southern Baptists. I mean, that’s 
what it is going to take.

ABN: You are obviously a theolo-
gian, and I am not. Any great awak-
ening has started with prayer, but from 
my study of awakenings and movements, 
there is also an aspect of repentance. 
That is also a key component, isn’t it?

Floyd: I don’t think we can ever 
undervalue the need for repentance. 
I think we come back to the basic 
essential, or the imperatives I would 
even call it, the blueprint, as some 
say, in 2 Chronicles 7:14. And we’ve 
got to come back to experiencing the 
presence of the Lord like never be-
fore, and that’s really what revival is. 
… Revival is the manifested presence 

of God in our lives. Man, it is so 
refreshing when we have those show-
ers, those moments, and we need a 
downpour. We need a gully washer.

ABN: This is one of the questions 
that came from one of our pastors: 
“What are some definite actions you be-
lieve we can take as Southern Baptists 
to better protect from child abuse in the 
denomination? How can we accomplish 
that vital need while respecting local 
church autonomy?”

Floyd: Wow! I really have not 
thought about that too extensively 
– because it really is a local church 
issue more than anything else. The 
only thing I would say in regard to 
that: … When churches would ex-
change membership of members, 
that if there is a trail that exists, 
we need to have the honesty with 
the other church that it does exist, 
whether that is in regard to someone 
working in a situation as a volunteer 
or whether they work in a situation 
as a prospective employee.

ABN: Here is another pastor ques-
tion: “What are some definite actions 
you feel can be taken to combat the 
stigma attached to mental/emotional 

health issues in the church, especial 
among ministers? How can we provide 
better support to isolated pastors facing 
these challenges?”

Floyd: Last year I brought a mo-
tion to the Southern Baptist Con-
vention regarding two mental health 
challenges. In a reality, our motion, 
and what we intended for that to 
happen, is really happening – that 
is to get the SBC entities and the 
Executive Committee to inform 
Baptists as to what we are doing. I 
never would have thought that we 
are not doing anything, but we need 
to know what we are doing and we 
need to communicate that. And if 
we are not doing what we need to 
be doing, then we need to get up to 
what we need to be doing. This is 
an issue that Southern Baptists can’t 

sit out on. This is a front-
line issue that is hot on 
the heart of any spiritual 
leader because his church 
deals with that, with mem-
bership, and many pas-
tors’ families walk through 
those same journeys. And 
I think with the entities 
of the Southern Baptist 
Convention that care for 
pastors, they are going to 
be compassionate toward 
helping that pastor. As far 
as taking the stigma away, 
I think we are in the pro-
cess of that … by us having 
the conversation. I mean, 
I was asked recently, Was 
my goal reached? Yes, for 
the first time in the his-
tory, that I know of, of the 
Southern Baptist Conven-
tion, we are having a con-
versation about it. And 
they are having it where it 
needs to be … within each 
entity of the SBC and I 
would imagine even some 
of our state conventions 
are dealing with that issue. 
And they are closer to the 

churches, so I think state conven-
tions, in their ministries to pastors 
– which the state conventions re-
ally, really try hard at ministering to 
those pastors – that since they are 
closer, that’s probably going to be 
one of the more effective ways and 
places where they can receive assis-
tance – even though I do know that 
the North American Mission Board 
has a ministry that they have cre-
ated called “Pastor to Pastors” that 
is led by Dr. Michael Lewis and I 
also know that LifeWay has some 
of the responsibilities of caring for 
the leaders of the SBC. So, prayer-
fully, those matters will help. Also, 
as a matter of information, as the 
general editor of Bible Studies for 
Life, the largest curriculum series 
in the SBC, I made an appeal last 
summer upon return from the SBC, 
that we use one of the lessons in 
Bible Studies for Life regarding the 
mental health challenges, and I even 
suggested who we ought to enlist to 
write that (Frank Page) … because he 
has led that as a parent, as well as a 

See FLOYD page 7
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pastor, and has an enormous heart 
for it. And, so, I encouraged them to 
enlist him and let him be the author 
of that lesson, and that’s done. And 
if I am not mistaken, I believe it is 
coming out this, maybe sometime 
before the SBC ... which will help 
the stigma, by the way, because the 
churches will have the conversation. 
And when churches get out there 
and start having the conversation, 
that will take care of the stigma.

ABN: This is another pastor ques-
tion: “Next year’s meeting is in Colum-
bus, Ohio, – your first year as SBC presi-
dent if you are elected. It is expected that 
it will be weakly attended. … Would you 
support tabling any important motions 
or actions until the next year, rather than 
taking a vote with a small group of mes-
sengers?”

Floyd: I really don’t have any-
thing to do with the business part of 
the convention at that point. That’s 
probably an Executive Committee 

issue. But I would pray that some-
how, some way, that we will develop 
a strategy to encourage people to 
want to come to Columbus, Ohio. 
Because Columbus is one of the 
largest cities of America that is very 
much in need of Jesus Christ. It is a 
great city, and obviously the home of 
Ohio State University, and I think it 
is a great statement for the SBC to 
go and to make a difference. And, 
if I am elected president, I will do 
everything I can to mobilize messen-
gers there. So, I hope we don’t have 
that issue.

ABN: As a follow-up to that ques-
tion from the same pastor: “I am told 
there will be a motion made at this year’s 
annual meeting directing the SBC Ex-
ecutive Committee to study the possibil-
ity of allowing the messengers to meet 
at remote locations to conduct business 
of the SBC in the future – sort of like 
a multisite church like you pastor. How 
do you feel about such a proposal and 
the practicality of it being implemented?”

Floyd: I would have to see the 
proposal itself. ... Until I saw it, I 
don’t think I could respond to that, 

just by the nature of the ambiguity 
of it.

ABN: The Great Commission Re-
surgence Task Force – which you chaired 
– recommended sweeping changes to 
the way the Southern Baptist Conven-
tion operates. I think we can all agree 
with that. Kevin Ezell, in particular, 
has come under fire by some regarding 
decisions he has made as president of 
the North American Mission Board. Do 
you feel that Ezell is simply following 
the mandate of the Great Commission 
Resurgence Task Force in the way that 
the agency is being operated now?

Floyd: First of all, I have high 
regard for Dr. Ezell. Secondly, the 
Southern Baptist Convention spoke 
highly in favor of the GCR proposal, 
at least 75 percentile. So, when Dr. 
Ezell went to the North American 
Mission Board, some of that which 
he implemented was implementing 
the will and the message of the SBC. 
The Great Commission Resurgence 
Task Force and the Southern Baptist 
Convention does not tell its entities 
what to do and how to operate those 
matters. But we lay in generalities 

relating to those. For example, move 
at least one-half of your financial 
expenditures toward church plant-
ing. All right, what is that doing? 
It’s making a major shift toward 
church planting in the future. But, 
we didn’t tell them how to do it; we 
didn’t tell them any of those mat-
ters. We did talk about major cities 
and the needs of the gospel, as well 
as underserved areas in the United 
States. With that, how they do that 
is between them – between Dr. Ezell 
and his board of trustees. And I 
trust that, in cooperation with exec-
utives of the state conventions and, 
of course, the entities of the SBC, 
that would be done in the highest 
manner possible.

In the next installment of this in-
terview, Floyd discusses Cooperative 
Program funding and his own church’s 
increased support of the Cooperative 
Program, his involvement with LifeWay 
curriculum, his “small church” roots and 
the question of Calvinism in Southern 
Baptist life.

Contact Caleb Yarbrough at caleb@
arkansasbaptist.org.

Southern Baptists to meet, minister in Baltimore
BALTIMORE – Prayer and revival 
will be the focus of the 2014 South-
ern Baptist Convention (SBC) An-
nual Meeting which is to be held 
June 10-11 at the Baltimore Con-
vention Center located in the city’s 
famous ‘Inner Harbor.’

SBC President Fred Luter ap-
plauded the emphasis of the annual 
meeting, to be built around 
the theme Restoration and 
Revival Through Prayer.

“We have not had a theme 
that focused on prayer and 
revival for many years,” said 
Luter, pastor of Franklin Av-
enue Baptist Church in New 
Orleans. 

“I pray that God will send 
revival across America and 
particularly among Southern 
Baptists.”

Psalm 80:18–19 is Luter’s selec-
tion as the biblical text to support 
the theme: “Then we will not turn 
away from You; revive us, and we 
will call on Your name. Restore us, 
Yahweh, the God of Hosts; look on 
us with favor, and we will be saved” 
(HCSB).

Luter will preach during 
the June 10 evening session, 
marking his last presidential 
address.

No other business will be 
presented or discussed in the 
evening session, adhering to 
last year’s annual meeting 
format, said David Smith, 
chairman of the SBC Com-
mittee on Order of Business 
and executive director of the 
Austin Baptist Association in Texas.

“It obviously had such a great re-
sponse last year that we decided we 
wanted to do it again,” Smith said of 
the evening session. 

“We just think it’s going to bring 
back something that folks go to con-

vention for – to hear the Word, to 
be inspired and to worship. And 
we’re looking forward to it.”

Floyd nominated
Arkansas pastor Ronnie Floyd is 

expected to be nominated for SBC 
president at the annual meeting. 
R. Albert Mohler Jr., president of 

Southern Baptist Theologi-
cal Seminary, announced 
Floyd’s nomination Feb. 
20.

During the nearly 28 
years Floyd has led Cross 
Church in northwest Ar-
kansas, it has become “one 
of the most evangelistic, vis-
ible and innovative congre-
gations in our convention,” 
Mohler said. The church 

encompasses campuses in Springda-
le, Rogers, Fayetteville and Neosho, 
Mo.

Clint Pressley, senior pastor of 
Hickory Grove Baptist Church in 
Charlotte, N.C., is expected to be 
nominated for the office of first vice 
president, and Oklahoma City Pas-
tor Hance Dilbeck is expected to be 

nominated for second vice 
president. 

Pressley has served as pas-
tor of Hickory Grove since 
2009. The church is one 
of the largest churches in 
North Carolina with more 
than 17,000 members. 
Hickory Grove has five 
worship services that meet 
weekly on two campuses 
and two Hispanic services, 

in addition to a Christian school 
with more than 940 students on the 
main campus. 

Dilbeck has been senior pastor 
of the 4,600-member Quail Springs 
Baptist Church in Oklahoma City 
since 2003. Dilbeck has been called 

the American “Hispanic” pastor by 
Hispanic church planters. Quail 
Springs is involved in planting 14 
Hispanic churches in North Ameri-
ca. Last year, the church set aside $1 
million to plant Hispanic churches 
and contributed more than $3.7 
million to the Cooperative Program 
in support of Southern Baptist mis-
sions and ministry in Oklahoma 
and around the world.

SBC Pastors’ Conference
The 2014 Southern Baptist Pas-

tors’ Conference will be held June 
8-9 at the Baltimore Convention 
Center. The theme of the confer-
ence is Show Us Your Glory. Bruce 
Frank, pastor of Biltmore Baptist 
Church in Arden, N.C., is serving 
as president of the conference.

Conference speakers will include 
Floyd; Rick Warren, pastor of Sad-
dleback Community Church, Lake 
Forest, Calif.; Francis Chan, pastor 
of Cornerstone Church, Simi Val-
ley, Calif.; Johnny Hunt, pastor of 
First Baptist Church, Woodstock, 
Ga., and David Platt, pastor of The 
Church at Brook Hills, Birming-
ham, Ala., as well as others.

More information about the Pas-
tors’ Conference is available at www.
sbcpc.net.

Crossover 2014
As in previous years, Southern 

Baptists will coordinate a variety of 
events in the city beginning June 7 
through Crossover Baltimore.

Bob Mackey, executive director of 
the Baltimore Baptist Association, 
said his team is working hard to pre-
pare for the event.

“We visited a lot of different 
events taking place as a part of 
Crossover Houston,” Mackey said. 
“It was exciting to see what God can 
do for a city through service and 

partnership. I left with a great sense 
of hope and expectation for what 
God will do when Crossover comes 
to our city this year.”

The day of evangelism takes place 
the Saturday before the SBC and 
invites visiting Southern Baptists to 
serve alongside Baltimore churches 
by hosting block parties, evangelism 
outreaches, health clinics, sports 
camps and various other outreach 
events. Mackey and his team already 
have participants scheduled to serve 
from more than 12 states, including 
Georgia, North Carolina, Mississip-
pi, Maryland and Delaware, as well 
as commitments from many sister 
associations.

For more information about 
Crossover Baltimore, visit www.em-
bracebaltimore.com/crossover.

New messenger rules
The SBC Executive Committee 

is scheduled to consider a proposal 
June 9 to update the SBC consti-
tution regarding qualifications for 
churches to send messengers to the 
annual meeting.

Under the new proposal to be 
considered, each cooperating church 
that contributed to convention 
causes during the preceding fiscal 
year would automatically qualify for 
two messengers. 

Additional messengers would 
be recognized from a cooperat-
ing church by one of two options, 
whichever allows the greater number 
of messengers: (1) One additional 
messenger for each full percent of 
the church’s undesignated receipts 
through any combination of gifts 
through the Cooperative Program, 
designated gifts through the Ex-
ecutive Committee for convention 
causes or to any SBC entity; and (2) 

Pressley

Dilbeck

See SBC page 8
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one additional messenger for each 
$6,000 the church contributes in 
the preceding year through the same 
combination of the Cooperative 
Program, designated gifts through 
the Executive Committee for con-
vention causes or to any SBC entity.

Resolutions Committee
Members of the SBC Committee 

on Resolutions for the annual meet-
ing were named by Luter March 28.

Luter announced the appoint-
ment of the committee in keeping 
with the provision in SBC Bylaw 20 
that its members be named 75 days 
prior to the start of the annual meet-
ing.

David Dykes, pastor of Green 
Acres Baptist Church in Tyler, 
Texas, was named committee chair-
man.

The other members named to the 
committee were: Jay F. Shell, mem-
ber of West Baptist Church, Bates-
ville; Whitney Alexander, member 
of First Baptist Church, Gadsden, 
Ala.; Matthew Arbo, member of Re-
deemer Fellowship, 
Kansas City, Mo.; 
Greg Belser, pastor, 
Morrison Heights 
Baptist Church, 
Clinton, Miss.; 
Roger Freeman, 
pastor, Grace Bap-
tist Church, Nash-
ville; Matthew Hall, 
member of Clifton 
Baptist Church, 
Louisville; Chris 
Osborne, senior pas-
tor, Central Baptist 
Church, College Sta-
tion, Texas; Ramon 
Osorio, member 
of First Redeemer 
Church, Cumming, Ga., and Kevin 
Smith, assistant professor of Chris-
tian preaching at Southern Baptist 
Theological Seminary, Louisville, 
Ky.

The committee’s composition, ac-
cording to Bylaw 20, must include at 
least two members who served the 
previous year, with Dykes and Arbo 
meeting this requirement. Bylaw 
20 also stipulates the committee in-
clude at least three SBC Executive 
Committee members. This year they 
are Dykes, Shell and Osborne.

The procedure for submitting 
resolutions is as follows according 
to Bylaw 20:

– Proposed resolutions may be 
submitted as early as April 15 but 
no later than 15 days prior to the 

SBC Annual Meeting, giving the 
Resolutions Committee a two-week 
period in which to consider submis-
sions. The committee also may pro-
pose resolutions for consideration 
during its deliberations. Resolutions 
may not be submitted during the an-
nual meeting.

– Proposed resolutions must 
be accompanied by a letter from a 
church qualified to send a messen-
ger to the SBC Annual Meeting cer-
tifying that the individual submit-
ting the resolution is a member in 
good standing.

– Proposed resolutions prefer-
ably should be submitted by email 
or mailed to the Committee on 
Resolutions in care of the SBC Ex-
ecutive Committee, 901 Commerce 
St., Nashville, TN 37203. The drafts 
must be typewritten, titled, dated 
and include complete contact infor-
mation for the person and his or her 
church.

– No person will be allowed to 
submit more than three resolutions 
per year.

– If a properly submitted resolu-
tion is not forwarded by the Com-
mittee on Resolutions to the SBC 
Annual Meeting, a two-thirds vote 
of messengers would be required to 

bring the proposed resolution to the 
convention floor.

Camps registration opens
Registration is open for preschool 

childcare, Children’s Conferences 
International, Children in Action 
Missions Camp and Youth on Mis-
sion in conjunction with the annual 
meeting.

Southern Baptist disaster relief 
childcare volunteers will care for 
preschoolers, while Children’s Con-
ferences International and Wom-
an’s Missionary Union (WMU) will 
guide the Children in Action Mis-
sions Camp and Youth on Mission 
curricula and activities.

Preschool childcare and activi-
ties for children who have com-

pleted grades one through six will 
be housed at the Baltimore Conven-
tion Center. Youth who have com-
pleted grades seven through 12 will 
begin their days at the convention 
center with worship before going 
into the community for hands-on 

missions work. 
Preregistration is re-

quired and will be ac-
cepted online at www.
sbcannualmeeting.net 
under the “Children/
Youth” tab. All partici-
pants should register 
as soon as possible be-
cause space is limited.

Due to space limi-
tations and worker-
to-children ratio ob-
jectives, on-site reg-
istration will not be 
accepted. For more 
information about 
each of the camps or 
to register, visit www.

sbcannualmeeting.net and click on 
the “Children/Youth” tab.

Preschool childcare for newborns 
through 5-year-olds will be available 
during the SBC Pastors’ Conference 
and annual meeting. Parents should 
pay all related fees when registering 
to insure their child’s participation. 
The SBC will verify registrations 
with an emailed confirmation pack-
et, including a parents’ handbook.

Children’s Conferences Inter-
national will offer the adventure 
“Christ Who Strengthens Me” for 
children ages 4-12 during the Pas-
tors’ Conference.

Children in Action Missions 
Camp, for children who have com-
pleted grades one through six by 
May/June, will be offered June 10-

11. The camp theme Gotta Tell It! 
is designed to challenge children to 
tell God’s story to people who need 
to hear it.

“Children attending the Children 
in Action Missions Camp will learn 
that they can know God and have a 
relationship with Him,” said Cindy 
Bradley, Michigan WMU executive 
director and camp coordinator. 

“In addition to Bible studies, 
children will visit with missionar-
ies representing both the Interna-
tional Mission Board and the North 
American Mission Board,” Bradley 
said. “Children will also participate 
in worship sessions, games and rec-
reation, crafts and mission projects. 
These Bible study and missions ex-
periences will show children that 
they are a part of God’s story and 
have a place in His story.”

Youth on Mission, for students 
who’ve completed grades seven 
through 12 by May/June, will be 
provided June 10-11. 

“Youth on Mission will learn 
that they can know God and have 
a relationship with Him. They will 
be encouraged to be bold in telling 
His story and by serving others. The 
youth will serve through hands-on 
missions projects in Baltimore,” said 
Kristy Carr, National WMU minis-
try consultant and Youth on Mis-
sion coordinator. “Each morning 
mission studies will be presented by 
both International Mission Board 
and North American Mission Board 
missionaries.”  

For additional information about 
the SBC Annual Meeting in Balti-
more, visit www.sbcannualmeeting.
net.

Information for this article was com-
piled from various Baptist Press reports.

The Baltimore skyline at night.
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continued from page one

PRAYER

20-minute “session” of prayer. Floyd 
was instrumental in leading similar 
events with pastors and other lead-
ers in the Southern Baptist Conven-
tion last fall in Dallas and in January 
in Atlanta.

Speakers and topics April 21 
were: Manley Beasley Jr., pastor of 
Hot Springs Baptist Church, Hot 
Springs, “We Must Repent of Our 
Sin”; Ronnie Deal, senior pastor of 
First Baptist Church, Greenwood, 

“We Must Surrender to the Lord-
ship of Jesus Christ”; Archie Mason, 
senior pastor of Central Baptist 
Church, Jonesboro, and president 
of the Arkansas Baptist State Con-
vention (ABSC), “We Must Experi-
ence the Filling and Fullness of the 
Holy Spirit,” and Bill Elliff, senior 
teaching pastor at Summit Church, 
North Little Rock, “We Must Call 
Out to God.”

Beasley read 
from Psalm 
51:4, which 
says, “Against 
thee, thee only, 
have I sinned.”

“ T h e r e ’ s 
only one re-
sponse to sin, 
and that’s 
repentance. 
We’ll never 
see revival 
without repentance. We’ll never 
have any genuine repentance unless 
we’re broken, humbled before the 
Lord, and that only comes from a 
fresh glimpse of a holy God,” said 
Beasley.

Reading passages from Philippi-

ans 2, Deal encouraged pastors and 
ministers to “have the same attitude 
that Christ Jesus had.”

“I don’t know about you, but 
that’s a prayer in and of itself. 
… ‘Lord, give me the attitude of 
Christ,’” he said. 

Deal pointed to the phrase in 
verse 10, which says, “Every knee 
shall bow.”

“Tonight and tomorrow, whether 
this is your pattern of praying or not, 
I really just want to encourage you … 
(to) find yourself on your face,” Deal 
said, adding that if the posture is un-
comfortable to turn their thoughts 
to Jesus on the cross.

“I just pray that one of the experi-
ences you receive before you leave 
out of here tomorrow is what it is 
like to say, ‘You know what, I was lit-
erally on my knees before the Lord.’”

As men and women knelt to pray, 
Floyd led the group in a focused 
time of prayer.

“Ask God for a fresh anointing 
on your ministry (and) on your life,” 
he said. “Ask God to give you a min-
istry and a church that moves and 
experiences the power of God in a 
brand-new way.”

In between the session topics and 
prayer sessions, Julio Arriola, global 
worship pastor at Cross Church, 
and the Cross Church worship team 
led the group in songs of praise and 
worship.

Jeff Williams, leader pastor of 
Geyer Springs First Baptist Church, 
led the first session of the event on 
Tuesday, April 22.

Address-
ing the 
topic “We 
Must Pray 
For Our 
C h u rch e s 
To Experi-
ence Re-
vival,” Wil-
liams told 
a t t endee s , 
“We have 
to come to a 
place where 

we are comfortable to be uncomfort-
able.”

Referring to Ephesians 1:15-19, 
Williams said Apostle Paul prays a 
prayer of vision for the church.

“Outside of a sovereign act of 

God, there is no solution,” Williams 
said.

Participants gathered in groups of 
four to pray for their own churches  
and then for all of the churches in 
Arkansas to experience spiritual re-
vival.

Other speakers and topics on 
April 22 were Wes George, senior 
pastor of First Baptist Church, Rog-
ers, “We Must Pray for and Encour-
age Our Pastors and Leaders in Ar-
kansas”; Gary Hollingsworth, pastor 
of Immanuel Baptist Church, Little 
Rock, “We Must Pray for Spiritual 
Awakening in America,” and Greg 
Addison, senior pastor of First Bap-
tist Church, Cabot, “We Must Pray 
for the Completion of the Great 
Commission.”

George said during his ses-
sion, “One thing that keeps us 
from what God wants us to be 

is discouragement.”
“Today, I want you to be encour-

aged. I want you to be encouraged 
by God,” he said.

“One thing we have got to do is 
repent. We have got to repent of per-
sonal sin. We have got to repent of 
corporate sin,” he added.

“I am revived according to Your 
Word,” said George, referencing 
Psalm 119:25.

A final challenge was given by 
J.D. “Sonny” Tucker, ABSC execu-
tive director, who encouraged pas-
tors and ministers to pray diligently 
and to work together to further the 
cause of Christ in Arkansas, the na-
tion and throughout the world.

For more information about 
prayer events in the Arkansas Bap-
tist State Convention, visit www.
absc.org/prayer.

Compiled from ABN staff reports.
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Pastors and other ministers from across Arkansas pray at the April 21-22 Arkansas Baptist State 
Convention prayer gathering at Geyer Springs First Baptist Church, Little Rock.
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Arkansas Baptist communicators win BCA awards
RIDGECREST, N.C. – Arkansas 
Baptist News (ABN) staff, along with 
several other Arkansas Baptist com-
municators, received awards during 
the recent Baptist Communicator’s 
Association (BCA) Annual Work-
shop April 9-12 at Ridgecrest Con-
ference Center near Asheville, N.C.

Caleb Yarbrough, ABN staff 
writer, won second place in a pho-
tography category for his photo of 
Road to the Cross Cowboy Church, 
which meets in Marmaduke. Jessica 
Vanderpool, ABN assistant editor, 
won second place in a feature writ-
ing category for her article “‘She was 
set free’: Central Baptist team sees 
42 saved.” 

“We feel extremely blessed that 
God has granted us the opportunity 
to use our skills for His glory,” said 
Tim Yarbrough, ABN editor. “It is 
an honor to know members of our 
staff are being recognized for their 
excellent work reporting what God 
is doing among Arkansas Baptists.” 

Communicators from the Arkan-
sas Baptist Children’s Homes and 
Family Ministries (ABCHomes) and 
Ouachita Baptist University were 

among award winners in several cat-
egories.

Stella Prather, director of commu-
nications for the ABCHomes, won 
second place in the Promotional 
and Advertising Copy category of 
the Feature Writing Division for her 
piece “Somebody Loves Me.”

The Ouachita Baptist University 
Office of Communications won sec-
ond place in the General, Integrated 
Branding category of the Design Di-
vision for their integrated branding 
of the “Discover the Ouachita Dif-
ference” marketing campaign. The 
communications office also won 
third place in the Web-Based Other 
Media category of the Interactive Di-
vision for the Ouachita Mobile App. 
Brooke Zimny, assistant director of 
communications, won second place 
in the General, Special Display cat-
egory of the Design Division for her 
design of the Grant Center Legacy 
Wall. René Zimny, assistant direc-
tor of graphic services, won second 
place in the Promotion Poster or 
Flyer category of the Design Divi-
sion for his poster for Ouachita’s fall 
2014 opera, “Die Fledermaus” (“The 

Revenge of the Bat”).
In addition to receiving awards, 

Prather and Vanderpool were elect-
ed to serve as 2014-15 BCA officers. 
Prather, who served as president-

elect last year, was elected as 2014-
15 BCA president; and Vanderpool 
was elected as BCA membership 
vice president, a position she also 
held in 2013-2014.

Arkansas’ Baptist Communicators Association (BCA) award winners from left: Trennis Henderson, 
vice president for communications at Ouachita Baptist University (OBU); René Zimney, assistant 
director of graphic services at OBU; Brooke Zimney, assistant director of communications at OBU; 
Jessica Vanderpool, assistant editor at the Arkansas Baptist News (ABN); Stella Prather, director of 
communications for Arkansas Baptist Children’s Homes and Family Ministries, and Caleb Yarbrough, 
staff writer at the ABN. Photo by Tim Yarbrough

EASTER LAUNCH – Kingdom Truth Builders (KTB), an Arkansas Baptist State Convention (ABSC) 
church plant that partners with Geyer Springs First Baptist Church, Little Rock, held a special Easter 
launch service April 20. The church met in the former location of Baseline Missionary Baptist Church 
which Geyer Springs recently bought and has agreed to allow KTB to use for their ministry. Melvin 
Johnson (white robe) is the church planter and pastor of KTB. Willie Jacobs (background), ABSC 
church planting team member, attended the service and was recognized. Photo by Caleb Yarbrough

Cross Church launches 5th campus
NEOSHO, Mo. – Cross Church in 
northwest Arkansas launched its 
fifth campus in Neosho, Mo., about 
an hour north of Springdale, Easter 
Sunday with 265 people attending.

The church meets in a recently 
renovated 6,500-square-foot space 
at 16202 High-
way 59 South in 
Neosho.

“We pray 
daily for God 
to expand the 
gospel region-
ally, nationally and globally,” said 
Ronnie Floyd, Cross Church senior 
pastor, in a video about the Neosho 
launch. He added that involvement 
in Neosho came after a group of 40 
believers approached Cross Church 
leadership with the desire to better 
reach their community of 30,000 
within 10 miles of the location.

“We are coming alongside of 
them, increasing their space capac-
ity by leasing and renovating an ad-
jacent building – giving them a total 
of 6,500 square feet of meeting space 
– which is enough to give them a sig-
nificant impact in that community 

with the gospel 
of Jesus Christ,” 
said Floyd.

The launch 
of this campus 
is taking place 
under the on-

site leadership of Michael Shafer, 
associate minister of missions for 
the Springdale, Pinnacle Hills and 
Fayetteville Cross Church campuses, 
and Ronnie Parrott, pastor of dis-
cipleship for the Fayetteville campus.

For more information about 
Cross Church Neosho, visit http://
crosschurch.com/neosho.
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Collegians encouraged to connect to Church
LITTLE ROCK – The BeOne: Con-
necting to His Church conference 
for Arkansas student leaders was 
held April 12 by the Arkansas Bap-
tist State Convention (ABSC) col-
legiate and young leaders team at 
Parkway Place Baptist Church, Little 
Rock.

More than 200 people participat-
ed in the event, which compliment-
ed the collegiate and young leaders 
team’s vision statement: “Exalting 
God through growing in Christ, 
connecting to His church and serv-
ing His world.”

“For more than 30 years I have 
worked as a campus minister 
through Baptist Collegiate Minis-
tries (BCM) in Arkansas,” said Lynn 
Loyd, missions consultant for the 
ABSC collegiate and young leaders 
team. “Approximately 1 percent of 
the population of Arkansas attends 
a college or university in Arkansas. 
This 1 percent, however, has tremen-
dous influence in law, medicine, 
business, agriculture, education, pol-
itics and the future direction of our 
state. Unfortunately, many students 
drop out of church before they get to 
college or during their college years. 
Our greatest challenge is to help our 
churches keep collegians engaged 
in church during the most crucial, 
developmental and decision-making 

times of their lives.”
Students and 

leaders from 22 
campuses were 
represented at the 
BeOne conference.

Students had 
the opportunity to 
meet with a profes-
sional mentor to 
learn about faith in 
their professional 
fields, as well as the 
opportunity to take 
part in breakout 
sessions focused on 
the areas of “His 
Church: My Rela-
tionships,” “His 
Church: My Walk” 
and “His Church: My Service.” 

Five Southern Baptist seminaries, 
as well as the North American Mis-
sion Board and International Mis-
sion Board, were present to share 
with students about Christian edu-
cation and missions opportunities.

Grant Harrison, worship pastor 
at Epoch Church in Little Rock, 
led worship with the Epoch Church 
worship band, and Josh Mauldin, 
collegiate pastor from First Bap-
tist Church, Fayetteville, spoke on 
“His Church: The Bride” and “His 
Church: The Body.”

“It is always a win when you get 
the synergy of collegians from many 
campuses coming together,” said 
David James, collegiate and young 
leaders team leader. “The focus on 
the church was received well, and 
Josh Mauldin’s messages were spot-
on as to the biblical basis of the 
Church.”

Britain Morris, a sophomore at 
Arkansas Tech University in Russell-
ville, shared his perspective on the 
conference.

“This year at the BeOne confer-
ence, one thing that stood out to 
me was not only the importance of 
being a church member, but also 
the importance of being involved 
in our local church,” said Morris, 
who leads worship at First Baptist 
Church, Dardanelle.

James said he hopes that through 
the event, students were able to 
build “relationships outside of their 
own campus” and that they took 
away an “understanding that BCM 
is a statewide ministry.”

Loyd added, “Not only do our col-
legians need to be engaged in a local 
church, our local churches need col-
legians to be involved in ministry. 
Collegians need a loving community 
which is intergenerational and can 
provide mentoring. Churches need 
the energy and creativity which col-
legians can provide.”

James said leadership conferences 
like the BeOne conference are im-
portant for students because they 

give them the opportunity to “see, 
network and experience opportu-
nities that challenge them outside 
their comfort zones” and because 
the events help students to under-
stand “the value and commitment 
to be part of something bigger.”

Loyd also pointed to a number of 
reasons leadership conferences are 
important for students – one being 
that “collegians gain encouragement 
and insight as to how to minister on 
a daily basis in the college culture.” 

In addition, he said Arkansas 
campuses are host to students from 
122 nations from around the world, 
many of which don’t allow access to 
Christian workers.

Laura Macfarlan, speaker, writer, 
teacher and director of Heart Life 
Women’s Ministry at First Baptist 
Church, Siloam Springs, noted the 
words of Ronald Reagan: “Freedom 
is never more than one generation 
away from extinction. We didn’t 
pass it to our children in the blood-
stream. It must be fought for, pro-
tected and handed on for them to 
do the same.”

“Substituting the word ‘Christi-
anity’ for ‘freedom’ helps confirm 
the importance of leadership events 
like the BeOne conference,” said 
Macfarlan, who served as a break-
out session leader at BeOne. “The 
gospel must advance. Those that will 
carry the baton must be equipped 
and encouraged.  We want our stu-
dents to know Christ and to make 
Him known.”

She said that, through events like 
the BeOne conference, students 
are strengthened spiritually and 
relationally and that the church is 
strengthened as well.

“Ronald Reagan was right about 
freedom, but his words carry even 
greater – and eternal – impact when 
applied to Christianity,” she said. 
“We must realize we are at war, spiri-
tual war. There is a battle raging for 
the hearts and minds of our kids. 
It’s time for us to say: ‘Not on my 
watch! I will devote whatever neces-
sary to not only win the next genera-
tion for Christ, but have that gen-
eration equipped and empowered to 
win the next one after them.’”

THE ARKANSAS BAPTIST News  
(ABN) is announcing its annual A 
Tribute to Godly Fathers contest.

In an effort to honor all fathers, 
each year the ABN selects a Father of 
the Year based on entries.

The issue prior to Father’s Day 
announces the winner. The winning 
tribute will be chosen based on qual-
ities of the father, godliness of the 
man being honored and inspiration 
and readability of the essay submit-
ted. 

Writers are asked to submit a brief 
tribute (300 words or less) about 
their father or another worthy father 
they know. The father’s full name 
and church home, as well as the 

phone number and email address of 
the submitter, must be included with 
the tribute. 

The father nominated must be 
a current member of an Arkansas 
Southern Baptist church.

The ABN will recognize the win-
ning father in his local church and 
present him with a gift June 8.

All tributes should be received in 
the ABN office no later than May 28. 

Send tributes to Father of the Year 
Contest, Arkansas Baptist News, 10 
Remington Drive, Little Rock, AR 
72204 or email them to jeanie@ar-
kansasbaptist.org. For more informa-
tion, contact jeanie@arkansasbaptist.
org or 501-376-4791, ext. 5153.

ABN Father of Year contest

Attendees at the BeOne: Connecting to His Church conference visit with 
Dave Elliff (right), a representative of Southwestern Baptist Theological 
Seminary in Fort Worth, Texas.
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C l a s s i f i e d s
PASTOR

Sylamore Baptist, Mountain View, is seeking 
a bi-vocational pastor. Call 901-351-1040, 
email to kenw@mvtel.net or mail resume to P.O. 
Box 1596, Mountain View, AR 72560.

Leachville Second Baptist is seeking bi-voca-
tional pastor. Please send resume to Leachville 
Second Baptist Church Pastor Search Committee, 
P.O. Box 565, Leachville, AR 72438.

Emmet First Baptist Church is seeking bi-vo-
cational pastor. Please send resume to Emmet 
First Baptist Church Pastor Search Committee, P.O. 
Box 186, Emmet, AR 71835.

Cedar Glades Baptist Church in Mountain Pine is 
seeking a full-time pastor. Please send resume 
to Cedar Glades Baptist Church, Pastor Search Com-
mittee, 303 Gum Springs Road, Mountain Pine, AR 
71956.

Ridgeview Baptist Church, Wynne, is seeking 
a full-time pastor. Send resume to Ridgeview 
Baptist Church Pastor Search Committee, P.O. Box 
555, Wynne, AR 72396.

All Souls Interdenominational Church in Scott 
is searching for a pastor. Parsonage available. 
Please send resumes to Pastor Search Committee, 
c/o Stuart Vess, 11221 Craig Road, Scott, AR 72142 
or email to svess@aol.com.

Balboa Baptist Church in Hot Springs Village 
(Central Association) is receiving resumes for a 
full-time senior pastor. Email to secreta-
rybbc@sbcglobal.net or mail to 415 Ponce De Leon 
Drive, Hot Springs Village, AR 71909. Phone: 501-
915-0647.

Trinity Baptist Church, Fort Smith, is seeking a 
bi-vocational or full-time pastor. Please 
send resume to Trinity Baptist Pastor Search Com-

mittee, 3619 N. 6, Fort Smith, AR 72904 or email 
trinitybc2@juno.com.

OTHER STAFF POSITIONS

Full-time youth leader: First Baptist 
Church, Crane, Mo., is prayerfully seeking a leader 
for our youth ministry. Please email resume to fb-
clindah@centurytel.net or mail to Search Commit-
tee, P.O. Box 414, Crane, MO 65633.

New Mexico Baptist Children’s Home is seeking 
a Christian couple to work as houseparents for 
a great group of kids. We offer a competitive salary 
with benefits plus room and board. If this is your 
calling, please contact Bill Marker at 575-359-
1254 or email bill.marker@nmbch.com.

Pearcy Baptist Church, west of Hot Springs, is 
seeking a part-time worship leader and a 
part-time student minister. Email resume to 
pearcybaptist@yahoo.com.

Fairfield Bay Baptist Church is seeking a full-
time minister of music and outreach. 
Please send resumes to P.O. Box 1029, Fairfield Bay, 
AR 72088 or email to worship@ffbbaptist.com.

First Baptist Church, Smackover, is looking for 
a part-time worship leader for our Sunday 
service only – please contact the church, 870-
725-3941, or Steve Sharp, 870-725-6027, or mail 
your resume to 201 W. Seventh Street, Smackover, 
AR 71762.

First Baptist Church, Maumelle, is looking for a 
church pianist. Our services are blended with a 
35-voice choir that sings every Sunday. Our next 
pianist needs to be a dynamic Christian, good at 
reading music and creative with the instrument. 
Needed for two services on Sunday, as well as 
Wednesday nights for choir rehearsal. Contact 

Bruce Rodtnick at Rodtnick@comcast.net for more 
information.

First Baptist Church of DeWitt is searching for 
a full-time student minister to minister to 
our youth and children. If you feel called to student 
ministry, please submit your resume to brojimmy-
albrecht@yahoo.com or mail them to 322 W. First 
St., DeWitt, AR 72042.

West Baptist Church, Batesville, is seeking a 
full-time family ministries pastor. Send 
resume to West Baptist Church, Attn: Cory Majors, 
1100 N. Central Ave., Batesville, AR 72501 or email 
to pastorclmaj.west@gmail.com.

First Baptist Church of Hamburg is seeking a 
full-time youth minister. Send resume to First 
Baptist Church, P.O. Box 352, Hamburg,  AR 71646 
or email to sbchbg_office@sbcglobal.net.

South Side Baptist Church is seeking a part-
time worship leader. Please send resume to 
South Side Baptist Church, Attn: Personnel Com-
mittee, 2400 Dodson Ave., Fort Smith, AR 72901. 
For job description: 479-782-5041 or see “Part-
Time Worship Leader” on our website at www.
ssbconline.org.

First Baptist, Marion, is seeking a full-time 
minister of students to lead a large, growing 
student ministry. Resumes may be sent to Dr. Clay 
Hallmark,  FBC, P.O. Box 6, Marion, AR 72364 or via 
email at clay.hallmark@firstmarion.org.

Central Baptist Church, Magnolia, is seeking 
a full-time family minister to children. 
Please email resumes to jasonmears@cbcmagno-
lia.org.

Minister/director: Cinco Baptist Church, located 
in Fort Walton Beach, Fla., is seeking a children’s 
minister/director. College degree required. 
Seminary degree and ministry experience both a 

plus. Church website: www.cincobaptist.org. Sub-
mit resumes to personnel@cincobc.org.

Alexander Baptist, a small church, is looking for 
a volunteer pianist. We do traditional hymns 
and contemporary choruses. May can do small 
monetary enumeration. 501-944-6516.

First Baptist Church, Sherwood, is accepting re-
sumes for the part-time position preschool 
ministry director (20 hours weekly). Send re-
sumes to response@fbcsherwood.org.

The First Baptist Church of Lead Hill is seeking a 
bi-vocational minister of worship and a bi-
vocational minster to students. Resumes 
can be sent to FBC Lead Hill, Search Committee, 
P.O. Box 94, Lead Hill, AR 72644. FBC, Lead Hill, is a 
thriving church on the move trying to bring better 
worship and to continue a legacy of youth work in 
the Lead Hill area. The church’s average attendance 
is in the 130s on Sunday mornings and has an av-
erage youth attendance on Wednesday night of 30. 
Lead Hill is located 20 miles north of Harrison on 
Highway 7 and about 35 miles south of Branson, 
Mo. For other information or questions, please 
contact the pastor: Rev. Matthew Kerley, 870-577-
0252 or mkerley@firstbaptistleadhill.org.

Black River Baptist Association now receiving 
resumes for position of associational mis-
sionary. Send resumes to AM Search Black River 
Baptist Association, P.O. Box 310, Hoxie, AR 72433 
or email to brba.ar@gmail.com. Resumes received 
till June 16, 2014.

To advertise in the ABN classifieds, 
call 501-376-4791, ext. 5161, or 

email steve@arkansasbaptist.org

Doug Hibbard
Special to the ABN

PINE BLUFF – Gathering and 
sharpening preaching skills was the 
emphasis of Harmony Baptist Asso-
ciation’s Expository Preaching Con-
ference April 11-12.

The featured speaker at the con-
ference was Timothy C. Seal, dean 
of the Doctor of Ministry program 
at Mid-America Baptist Theological 
Seminary in Cordova, Tenn. Seal 
taught evening and morning ses-
sions on the practicals of sermon 
development and delivery.

The weekend kicked off with 
dinner for participants. Friday eve-
ning Seal addressed a range of top-
ics including “What is expository 
preaching?” and “How to Organize 
Sermons.” Those attending came 
from multiple churches in the Pine 
Bluff area and included pastors, staff 
members and men who had recently 
surrendered to the call to ministry. 
Both full-time and bi-vocational 
ministers were represented, as well 
as multiple age groups. 

Matt Weaver, pastor of South-
side Baptist Church in Pine Bluff, 
brought members of his staff. 
Weaver said that it’s “always good 
to sharpen our skills together” as 
he encouraged his fellow ministers 
to participate in opportunities for 
training. Weaver added that, even 
having the benefit of graduating 

from seminary, the conference was 
refreshing and provided valuable re-
minders for pastors.

Josh Dutton, pastor of East Side 
Baptist Church in Pine Bluff, had a 
different reason for attending. Not 
a seminary graduate, Dutton said 
the conference was an investment in 
learning how to preach. 
As with other Arkansas 
Baptist pastors, Dutton 
said he was striving to 
be a good steward of the 
Word of God, adding 
he was grateful for free 
training to help him 
better serve the Body of 
Christ.

Dewayne Tanton, as-
sociational missionary 
for Harmony Baptist 
Association, expressed 
gratitude that the men 
were willing to give up 
their weekend time to 
strengthen their ministry. The par-
ticipation of bi-vocational ministers 
was a highlight for Tanton, who 
noted that the men put in a solid 
workweek and then made time to 
grow their knowledge for ministry.

Seal stressed throughout the con-
ference that preaching is not about 
presenting the opinions of the pas-
tor. 

“People are not coming to hear 
what you think,” Seal recounted 
at one point. “They are coming to 

Conference helps hone preaching skills
hear what the Lord says.” The text 
of Scripture is a pastor’s source for 
what the Lord says, and this drives 
how he develop sermons, he added.

Ultimately, Seal warned that ser-
mons must address the emotions, 
the thoughts and the will of the 
congregation. Too often, sermons 

inform but do not chal-
lenge the hearers to ac-
tion, and this results in 
“tadpole Christians” 
– who have big heads, 
but no feet to carry out 
the work. Good exposi-
tory preaching takes the 
text of Scripture and 
explains it and then ap-
plies it to the lives of 
the congregation, he 
said.

Churches or asso-
ciations interested in 
hosting a similar confer-
ence may contact Seal 

through the Adrian Rogers Center 
for Biblical Preaching at Mid-Ameri-
ca Baptist Theological Seminary.

The following churches partici-
pated in the conference: First Bap-
tist Church, Altheimer; Claud Road 
Baptist Church, Pine Bluff; First 
Baptist Church, Dumas; East Side 
Baptist Church, Pine Bluff; Family 
Time Church, Pine Bluff; Fellow-
ship Bible Church, Star City; For-
rest Park Baptist Church, Pine Bluff; 
Hickory Grove Baptist Church, Star 

City; Humphrey Baptist Church, 
Humphrey; Immanuel Baptist 
Church, Pine Bluff; Linwood Bap-
tist Church, Moscow; Matthews 
Memorial Baptist Church, Pine 
Bluff; New Fellowship Church, 
Pine Bluff; First Baptist Church, 
Pine Bluff; Shannon Road Baptist 
Church, Pine Bluff; South Side 
Baptist Church, Pine Bluff; Watson 
Chapel Baptist Church, Pine Bluff; 
Basically Church, Dumas, and Pine 
Hill Baptist Church, Pine Bluff.

Doug Hibbard is pastor of First Bap-
tist Church, Almyra.

Timothy C. Seal shares at 
the Expository Preaching 
Conference.

LITTLE ROCK – Rusty Hart, 
Arkansas Baptist 
State Conven-
tion (ABSC) 
executive and 
administrative 
team member 
and Cooperative 
Program coordi-
nator, resigned 
from the ABSC 

staff in mid-April to go into 
private business.

A going away party was held 
April 14 at the state convention 
building in Little Rock. Hart 
has served at the ABSC since 
November 2010.

Hart resigns

Hart
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ChurCh ServiCeS DireCtory

James Greene & Associates
800-422-3384
www.jamesgreeneins.com
James Greene & Associates represents Brotherhood Mutual 
Insurance, a national leader insuring churches in alliance 
with GuideStone. Call today or go online for property, 
liability, auto and worker’s comp quotes!

Kitchen Equipment
& Supplies
Aimco Equipment Co. 
10001 Colonel Glenn Rd.
Little Rock, AR 72204
501-228-0808

Lighting & Sound
American AVL
800-352-7222
Little Rock/Jackson/Ruston/New Orleans
Audio, Video, & Lighting Systems & Equipment
Ask about our free site needs AVL review

Playgrounds
Rusty Peoples - rusty@peopleslandscaping.com
479-769-0580, (toll-free) 866-388-1365 
Quality park-playground equip, surfacing & shades
Free design consultations
www.heartlandparks.com

Baptistries/Steeples
Construction Sales Co., Inc.
P.O. Box 1049
Magnolia, AR 71753-1049
800-526-9663  FAX: 870-234-6475
Also laminated wood arches, beams and decking 

Church Consulting
Travis Young Family Ministries
501-259-0704
Email: YoungFamilyMinistries@hotmail.com
www.youngfamilyministries.com
Transformational children’s ministry consulting, 
training, and evangelism. Fifteen-year veteran has 
worked with 100+ churches and organizations

Church Facility Planner
Sowell Architects
1315 North Street, Suite 100
Conway, AR  72034
501-450-9633 FAX: 501-450-7228
Email: rik@sowellarchitects.com
www.sowellarchitects.com
Master planning, site analysis
and all architectural services

Church Insurance
Michael B Russell, MA, MBA
Member, First Baptist Church, Springdale
Mike Russell & Associates
P.O. Box 709, Bentonville, AR 72712
877-715-5336, 479-657-6369 fax
www.protectmychurch.org   AR Ins. Lic. #185726
Non-profit - Church - Commercial - Employee Benefits

To place your business in the monthly 
Church Services Directory, 

call 501-376-4791, ext. 5153.

WILMAR – Wilmar Baptist Church 
celebrated its 115th anniversary and 
homecoming April 13. Their theme 
was based on Deuteronomy 32:7-8, 
which says, “Remember the days of 
old; consider the generations long 
past.”

There were about 100 registered 
guests. In keeping with the theme, 
many dressed in period clothing. 

Former pastor William “Bill” 
Fowler gave the message at the morn-
ing worship service. Following a 
potluck dinner, the afternoon ses-

sion was filled with congregational 
singing of old songs and hymns and 
also featured a quartet. In addition, 
there were albums that included pic-
tures of members, weddings, events 
and membership lists from the past 
115 years. Minutes had been taken 
throughout this time with the excep-
tion of four years during World War 
II.  The church was organized April 
9, 1899. N.A. Denson was the first 
pastor, and the land was donated by 
J. T. D. (James Thomas Dionysius) 
Anderson, founder of Wilmar.

Wilmar Baptist celebrates 115th anniversary

Church life
Ridgecrest Conference Center in 

North Carolina will hold a reunion 
Aug. 14-17 for former staffers. The 
event will include fellowship, ple-
nary sessions and planned activities. 
For reservations, contact Ridgecrest 
at 800-588-7222. For more informa-
tion, contact Libby Queen at po-
ounch@bellsouth.net or 256-234-
7563.

On the move
Steve Rogers will begin serving 

as pastor of First Baptist Church, 
Mount Ida, as of May 1.

Milestones
Larry Catcher will be celebrat-

ing his 15th anniversary as pastor of 
Piney Baptist Church, Hot Springs,  
on June 1. 

TUMBLING SHOALS – Tumbling 
Shoals Baptist Church celebrated its 
25th anniversary March 30. 

Gary Xiques, interim pastor, rec-
ognized seven charter members who 
were present. A certificate of appreci-
ation from the Arkansas Baptist State 
Convention (ABSC) was presented 
by Joe Garner, ABSC missions team 
member. The anniversary message 
was brought by David Miller, for-
mer director of missions for Little 

Red River Baptist Association and a 
charter member of the church who 
delivered the first sermon March 26, 
1989. 

A lunch and time of memories fol-
lowed the anniversary service.

To date, the church has partici-
pated in mission work on five con-
tinents and in 17 foreign countries 
and 21 U.S. states. 

The church has intentionally re-
mained debt-free through the years.

Tumbling Shoals marks 25th

LITTLE ROCK – On any given 
week, you will find Susie Shumaker 
welcoming children to preschool, 
cheering at their soccer games, 
celebrating birthdays and 
walking alongside families in 
grief and loss.

For 38 years, she has served 
children and families through 
the weekday ministries of 
Geyer Springs First Baptist 
Church, Little Rock. For 28 of 
those years, she has served as 
the church’s preschool center director.

She will retire as of May 31.
Through the years, she has left 

her mark. Among other things, she 
led the church’s preschool center to 
achieve Better Beginnings level 1 cre-

dentialing. 
In addition to her contribu-

tions to Geyer Springs, she has 
been instrumental in training 
and encouraging other week-
day ministries through her 
involvement on the Arkan-
sas Baptist State Convention 
(ABSC) Weekday Early Educa-
tion committee.

The church will hold a reception 
in Shumaker’s honor at 7 p.m. May 
18 at the church.

Shumaker honored May 18

Shumaker

retired baptist workers - The Fellowship of Retired Baptist Workers in Arkansas of 
Southern Baptist Churches, Institutions and Agencies elected officers to serve for the year 2015 
at their recent annual meeting held April 15 at Park Hill Baptist Church, North Little Rock. The 
newly elected officers are Bruce Swihart (not pictured), second vice president; Pete Ramsey 
(left), first vice president; Jimmie Sheffield (center), president, and Janet Williams, secretary. 
Don Moore, former executive director of the Arkansas Baptist State Convention, served as 
keynote speaker.

Attendees to the 115th anniversary celebration of Wilmar Baptist Church, Wilmar, celebrated by 
dressing in period clothing.
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Jeff Thompson
associational missionary

Concord Baptist Association
Fort Smith

Our passage in Proverbs 31 is an 
incredible piece of Hebrew poetry. 
In the original Hebrew, each stanza 
begins with the next letter in the al-
phabet – literally the ABCs of a wise 
wife. Moreover, it is also a chiasmus 
(concepts are developed to a pivot 
point – verse 23 – and 
then restated in reverse 
order). 

Traditionally, this 
poem was recited by 
husbands and children 
at the Sabbath table. 
The intent of this poem 
was never to shame 
or embarrass a wife or 
mother. It is designed 
to teach young men 
the qualities that godly 
wisdom would value in 
seeking life’s partner. 
Moreover, it reminded wives, moth-
ers and young women which quali-
ties were truly worthy of their time 
and effort. Following is my humble 
attempt to show the seven principles 
of the chiasmus in an English acros-
tic using the word “mothers.”  

Repeat this line before each stan-
za: “Son, you can recognize a godly 
woman because she …”

Manifests the true beauty of genu-
ine faith in God and moral purity, 
not merely fleeting physical glamour 
(Prov. 31:10, 30-31).

Offers ample reasons for her hus-
band’s confidence and her family’s 
praise (Prov. 31:11-12, 28-29).

Trades wisely and 
works diligently to pro-
vide for her family, and 
others depend on her 
generosity (Prov. 31:13-
19, 27).

Hosts the poor and 
needy, and teaches her 
children and family to 
give generously (Prov. 
31:20, 26).

Exhibits faith in God 
and faces the future 
with confidence (Prov. 
31:21a, 25b).

Recognizes the value of quality in 
both her children’s winter clothes 
and the strength and honor that 
clothe her character (Prov. 31:21b, 
25a).

Sells the excess after she has abun-
dantly provided for her own house-
hold’s needs (Prov. 31:22, 24).

Son, you can recognize a godly 
woman because she “mothers.”

If you gave a millionaire $100, he 
might be thankful, but it wouldn’t 
change his life. If you gave a home-
less man $1, he might appreciate 
it, but again, it wouldn’t drastically 
alter his lifestyle. But if you handed 
that same homeless man $1 million, 
it would completely 
change his life forever. 
Every time he saw you, 
he would express his 
gratitude to you.

Have you given seri-
ous thought about the 
awesomeness of God? 
The fact that the Cre-
ator of the universe 
desires a personal, 
intimate relationship 
with sinful humans is 
beyond comprehen-
sion. The relationship 
He offers is eternal; it begins while 
we’re alive on earth and continues 
with Him in heaven after physical 
death. To me, that’s more remark-
able than the homeless man being 
given a huge sum of money. I believe 
David must have somewhat grasped 
this when he penned Psalm 138.

David begins this Psalm with 
praise and gratitude as he states in 

verse 1, “I will praise you, LORD, 
with all my heart.” He continues 
in verse 2 by declaring, “I will bow 
down toward your holy temple and 
will praise your name.” 

Praise and gratitude should also 
be our response when we consider 

what God has done for 
us in Christ.

But God isn’t aloof; 
He is personal and inter-
venes in our lives. David 
realized this when he 
wrote in Psalm 138:3: 
“When I called, you an-
swered me.” This is also 
reflected when David 
stated that God “looks 
kindly on the lowly” 
(Psalm 138:6) and that 
God preserved his life 
and avenged his enemies 

(Psalm 138:7).
Before Christ entered our lives, 

we were more helpless in our sin-
ful state than a homeless man. But 
God, through His love that “endures 
forever” (Psalm 138:8), offers us a 
personal relationship with Him that 
will last for all eternity. Our response 
should reflect David’s: gratitude and 
praise. Thank You, God!

Jim Monroe
associate pastor

First Baptist
White Hall

It is important to remember the 
Song of Solomon (Songs) is exactly 
what it appears to be – a collection 
of love Songs. Duane Garrett’s intro-
duction in the New American Com-
mentary on Song of Solomon is a 
very useful resource that takes this 
approach.

There are valuable 
lessons learned by 
simply acknowledging 
the Song for what it 
is. First, the Songs are 
set in the context of a 
couple’s courtship and 
consummation of their 
marriage. All genuinely 
righteous romance 
comes from this same 
context. Second, the 
Song presents human 
sexuality as a good 
thing protected by marriage and not 
as an evil thing made permissible 
by marriage (Garrett). We need to 
remember sexual immorality of all 
kinds distorts and destroys a good 
gift from a loving Creator. Third, 
romance is presented as the honest 
expression of the heart’s yearning. 
Love is, above all, a matter of mind 
and heart and should be declared 
(Garrett). The Song doesn’t glorify 
erotic fantasies; rather it patterns 

righteous romance that expresses it-
self in an exclusive relationship, as 
the ideal. Righteous romance means 
a couple delights in their exclusive 
relationship above all others. Ro-
mance seeks and woos the heart’s 
beloved.

It is in this third les-
son we can see an ex-
ample of how God our 
Creator loves us and 
how Jesus Christ our 
Lord loves His Church. 
The gospel is the hon-
est expression of God’s 
heart – He loves us. In 
this sense, the gospel is 
romantic. Just look at 
the two “3:16s” of John: 
“For God loved the 
world in this way: He 
gave His One and Only 

Son, so that everyone who believes 
in Him will not perish but have eter-
nal life” (John 3:16, HCSB) and, 
“This is how we have come to know 
love: He laid down His life for us” (1 
John 3:16, HCSB). 

What does righteous romance 
look like? The Bible says it looks like 
this: 

“Husbands, love your wives, just 
as Christ loved the church and gave 
Himself for her” (Eph. 5:25, HCSB).

Do you remember the account of 
Jesus calling Simon Peter into disci-
pleship? In Matthew 4, Jesus is walk-
ing beside the Sea of Galilee when 
He sees brothers Andrew and Simon 
fishing. It is here that the irresistible 
command, “Come, fol-
low me” is issued. The 
siblings immediately 
left their livelihood and 
followed Jesus.

That’s the kind of 
person I believe Simon 
Peter was – either all 
in or all out. He was 
100 percent fisherman. 
Then Jesus entered his 
life and he became 100 
percent a fisher of men. 
Peter was “sold out” to 
Jesus, claiming that he 
would even die for Him 
(John 13:37). But we know what 
happened. Peter went from unwav-
ering loyalty to Christ to adamant 
denial of Christ (John 18:17, 25, 27). 
When the rooster crowed and Peter 
realized what he had done, “he went 
outside and wept bitterly” (Luke 
22:62). Peter failed, and went back 
to his profession of fishing.

There are some similarities in the 
stories of Jesus’ initial encounter 
with Peter in Matthew 4 and their 

meeting after the Resurrection in 
John 21, even though about three 
years had passed between the two 
meetings. Jesus is again by the Sea 
of Galilee (John 21:1) and Peter is 
fishing (John 21:3). Many differing 

commentaries have ad-
dressed the “Do you 
love Me?”/“You know I 
do” exchange between 
Jesus and Peter (John 
21:15-17), but I believe 
the crux of the lesson 
is in the last two words 
in verse 19, an echo of 
Peter’s original call into 
discipleship: “Follow 
me!”

In our lesson from 
two weeks ago, we stud-
ied the parable of the 
prodigal father and son. 

We likened the father in the story 
to our heavenly Father who lovingly 
awaits our return to Him when we 
go astray. In today’s Scripture, Jesus 
put actions behind His parable: He 
offered Peter forgiveness and restora-
tion, just as the father did for his son 
in Luke 15.

When we fail in our Christian 
walk, it is vital to remember that 
God stands ready to forgive and re-
store. Thank You, God!

Jim Monroe
associate pastor

First Baptist
White Hall

Hope expressed
PSALM 138:1-8

BIBLE STUDIES FOR LIFE:

Treasure mothers
PROVERBS 31:10-31

EXPLORE THE BIBLE:

Righteous romance
SONG OF SONGS 1:7-8, 15-2:2, 15; 4:9-12

EXPLORE THE BIBLE:

Hope renewed
JOHN 13:37; 18:17, 25, 27; 21:1, 3, 15-17; LUKE 15:20-24; 22:62

BIBLE STUDIES FOR LIFE:
MAY 18, 2014

Jeff Thompson
associational missionary

Concord Baptist Association
Fort Smith

MAY 11, 2014
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Bedding Mart donates mattresses
to Ark. Baptist Children’s Homes
LITTLE ROCK – Every resident 
of the Arkansas Baptist Children’s 
Homes and Family Ministries (AB-
CHomes) received a new mattress 
April 25-28, thanks to Bedding 
Mart,  Arkansas’ largest mattress 
dealer.

Bedding Mart is teaming up with 
Tempur-Pedic North America to 
provide 100 new mattresses for each 
resident of ABCHomes’ seven state-
wide locations. They are also provid-
ing mattress protectors and pillows.

According to a news release by 
Bedding Mart President Brad Jor-
dan, the company feels they owe a 
debt of gratitude to the community, 
who has made their existence pos-
sible. 

“We have been blessed by all the 
wonderful people of Arkansas,” 
noted Jordan. 

“We wanted to do something 
that would have a profound impact 
on the great communities across 
the state and nothing can impact a 
person’s life more than good sleep. 
This is especially true for children 

who may feel alone or afraid and 
helpless. We aim to give them hope 
by helping to provide the strength 
and energy needed to chase their 
dreams.”

ABCHomes locations receiving 
the mattresses include: Promise 
House Maternity Home of Little 
Rock and the Arkansas Baptist 
Home for Children in Monticello, 
April 25; the ABCHomes emer-
gency homes in Judsonia and Para-
gould and the Family Care Home of 
Jonesboro, April 26; and the Arkan-
sas Boys Ranch in Harrison and the 
Tommy Jones Emergency Home in 
West Fork, April 28.

“We are very grateful for the gen-
erous donation from Bedding Mart 
and Tempur-Pedic North America,” 
noted Stella Prather, ABCHomes 
communications director. “It is be-
cause of wonderful donors such as 
these that ABCHomes can continue 
to care for many children and teens 
in crisis.”

For information on ABCHomes 
visit www.abchomes.org.

continued from page one

UKRAINE

away. It was an unbelievable night. I 
will know in the morning how many 
decisions were made.”

Vyacheslav Nesteruk, president of 
the Baptist Union of Ukraine, and 
several other Baptist leaders, invited 
Gott to preach after he was already 
scheduled to tour western Ukraine 
with the Arkansas Master’Singers 
April 21–May 2.

Gott arrived in Kiev ahead of the 
Master’Singers choir to meet with 
Baptist leaders and celebrate Easter 
with his membership church, Dom 
Evangeliya (House of the Gospel) 
Baptist Church, pastored by Vitaly 
Kozubovsky.

“This invitation came to us from 
the Ukrainian Baptists themselves,” 
Gott said. “We’ve (Michael Gott 
International) been going there for 
many, many years and they asked us 
to come.”

“Even in this time of rising ten-
sions in Ukraine over all of these 
problems with Russia, there is an ev-
ident spiritual longing and hunger. 
In the evangelistic concerts, the goal 
is for one out of two people who 
attend to know Christ personally. 
These Ukrainians have an amazingly 
evangelistic heart and I, along with 
the Master’Singers, am honored to 
be here now,” Gott said in a report.

A Ukrainian Baptist pastor in his 
mid-80s, who spent nine years in a 
KGB (former Russian secret police 
and intelligence agency) prison dur-
ing Communism for his evangelis-
tic boldness, spoke openly on the 
choir’s arrival, reported Darla Hull, 
of Michael Gott International.

“Our arms are open to indicate 

that our hearts are open too.  We 
welcome all of you; thank God you 
have come,” the man said.

The Master’Singers choir was 
warned ahead of its arrival about the 
possibility of having overflow atten-
dance and even having to do back-
to-back concerts, the report states, 
adding, “In the city of Zhitomir a 
decision was made to secure the 
largest concert hall in the city. The 
unanimous feeling from the Baptist 
pastors was that no church was large 
enough to hold the concert.”

The report said that on Easter 
Sunday, April 20, Gott was able to 
share a brief “lighthearted moment” 
as he sat near Alexander Turchinov, 
who is a Baptist Christian and was a 
lay preacher before he was chosen to 
be an interim president for Ukraine 
after former Ukrainian president 
Viktor Yanukovich fled the country 
during protests. 

“Michael Gott personally thanked 
Alexander Turchinov and Viacheslav 
Nesteruk for helping to make the 
visit of the Master’Singers a reality. 
Led by their director Larry Grayson, 
they have arrived in Ukraine to a 
magnanimous welcome,” reads the 
report by Hull April 22.

The report added that after 
Turchinov had given a bold pub-
lic confession of his faith in Jesus 
Christ to a standing-room-only Bap-
tist congregation in Kiev, Gott told 
Turchinov, “You would make a good 
evangelist!” to which the country’s 
president smiled and said, “Thank 
you!”  

During the service, Turchinov 
gave an unapologetic declaration of 
his Christian faith, the report said, 
telling the Baptist congregation that 
he deeply appreciated their prayers 
and calling them “dear brothers and 
sisters” several times. 

“In an amazing reaction to his 
presence in the service, when it 
was announced that the president 
of Ukraine was present, the Baptist 
church broke out into applause, 
something very uncharacteristic for 
a Ukrainian church,” the report 
said.

Gott said later that the service 
was a “historic moment.”

“Never before has an acting 
Ukrainian president attended a 
Baptist worship service. Never! And 
I would remind all of us that this is 
the same Ukraine that once harshly 
persecuted Baptists and called them 

‘a despised cult.’ But also this is the 
Ukraine in which Nikita Khrush-
chev once said, ‘Ukraine does not 
need Jesus Christ – they have me,’” 
Gott said in the report.

Gott reports that churches 
throughout Ukraine are now full to 
capacity, with the crisis in the coun-
try bringing believers of all denomi-
nations together to pray.

“Baptist pastors and their congre-
gations are especially grateful to have 
mission teams coming for special 
evangelism events. It is particularly 
meaningful for believers to come 
from outside Ukraine and join them 
in their effort to share Christ with 
their nation,” said the report.  

Gott added, “If ever I have been 
with people who deserve our heart-
felt support and prayer, it is the 
people of Ukraine today. May God 
use this crisis to precipitate spiritual 
awakening.  That’s what we need to 
pray for, and I would ask people to 
put the needs of this nation at the 
forefront of their prayer list. I en-
courage pastors to call their congre-
gations to intercede for this nation.”

Compiled from reports by Michael 
Gott International and the Arkansas 
Baptist News.

Alexander Turchinov (left), President of Ukraine, celebrates Easter with evangelist Michael Gott in Ukraine’s largest Baptist church April 20. 

‘JESUS’ PARADE – New Day Fellowship 
members David Harris and Amy Angeloni 
carry a banner promoting New Day 
Fellowship’s Sunday service during the 
“Celebrate Jesus” parade in downtown 
Eureka Springs April 19. The church’s 
youth group follows them. The New Day 
Fellowship worship band (left) performs at 
Basin Park.
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Floyd sits down with 
the ABN for a Q-and-A 

Ronnie Floyd
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■  The Group Plan allows church members to receive a 
discount when 10 or more individuals send their subscrip-
tions together through their local church. Subscribers pay 

$8.75 per year (print) and $5 (digital). 
■  Individual subscriptions may be purchased at the rate 

of $11 per year (print) and $6 (digital).
Changes of address by individuals may be made with the 

address label above.
When inquiring about a subscription by mail, please 

include the address label. Individuals also may call the ABN 
at 501-376-4791, ext. 5153, or toll-free in state at 800-838-
2272. Be prepared to provide code line information printed 
on the mailing label.

Individual subscriptions for both editions may be pur-
chased at www.arkansasbaptist.org. Please call the ABN of-
fice to discuss church plans. 

Subscriber services

We're online...
all the time!

For more information, call 501-376-4791, ext. 5153, or email abn@arkansasbaptist.org.

 Sign up for the ABN Now 
Our digital edition is accessible on computers and 
mobile devices. It includes audible articles, extra 
content and more color.

 Listen to the ABN Podcast
Visit www.arkansasbaptist.org/abn-podcast.

The Arkansas Baptist News is committed to telling the story of God’s work among His people in the 
Natural State. One of the quickest ways to experience the news is through a variety of online resources.

 Access our website 
See our daily updates by visiting 
www.arkansasbaptist.org on your 
computer or mobile device. 

 Facebook/Twitter
Find us on Facebook and Twitter as ArkBaptNews.

www.arkansasbaptist.org

Connect
More than 100 students and leaders 
participated in Connect – a local weekend 
missions experience for students – April 
4-6 in Forrest City. 
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