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Kensett FBC hosts block 
party for their community

I ‘heart’
Kensett
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The ABN classi� eds have a new, 
more readable design!

Read them on Page 10.
The ABN classi� eds are a great way to advertise for your church or business. 

You can now submit a classi� ed ad via the ABN website at 

arkansasbaptist.org/ad

Praying for awakening
COLUMBUS, Ohio – As the 
158th annual meeting of the 
Southern Baptist Convention 
(SBC) approaches, convention 
President and Arkansas Pastor 
Ronnie Floyd urges 
fellow Baptists to 
gather June 16-17 
in Columbus, 
Ohio, to cry 
out to God 
and expect 
great things 
to follow.

The annual 
meeting will 
be held at the 
Greater Columbus 
Convention Center, 
400 N. High St., in downtown 
Columbus.

The 2015 theme, Great 
Awakening: Clear Agreement, 
Visible Union, Extraordinary 
Prayer, is based on Romans 
13:11. Floyd hopes Southern 

Baptists of all ages and ethnici-
ties will attend and “rise to this 
moment in our nation, calling 
out to God for the next great 
awakening in our nation.” 

“We’ve got to under-
stand that we need 

everybody,” said 
Floyd, pastor of 
Cross Church 
in northwest 
Arkansas. “I 
know histori-
cally and bib-
lically there is 

no great move-
ment of God that 

ever occurs that is 
not first preceded by 

the extraordinary prayer of 
God’s people.”

Floyd pointed to the Tues-
day, June 16, evening wor-
ship service, which he has 

See SBC PREVIEW page 8

The 158th annual meeting of the Southern Baptist Convention will take place June 16-17 in Columbus, Ohio. Columbus is 
one of the North American Mission Board’s 32 Send North America cities.

SBC ‘15 Preview

Eureka Springs 
LGBT ordinance 
vote May 12
Caleb Yarbrough
Arkansas Baptist News

EUREKA SPRINGS – Resi-
dents of this popular Ozark 
tourist destination will vote 
May 12 to repeal an ordinance 
passed hastily by its city coun-
cil prior to Senate Bill 202 
(SB202) – known as the Intra-
state Commerce Act – becom-
ing state law in February. 

SB202 prohibits cities and 
counties from designating by 
ordinance particular groups 
for protection in local civil 

See ORDINANCE page 2

Impact Little Rock makes impact for kingdom
Caleb Yarbrough
Arkansas Baptist News

LITTLE ROCK – About 175 
ministry contacts were made 
and at least three people 
came to Christ dur-
ing Impact Little 
Rock, an outreach 
event hosted by City 
of Refuge Commu-
nity Church, Little 
Rock, and its spon-
sor church, Imman-
uel Baptist Church, 
Little Rock.

Volunteers from 
City of Refuge and 
Immanuel Baptist 
targeted the community sur-
rounding City of Refuge’s 

church facility, which is locat-
ed on West Roosevelt Road in 
central Little Rock.

A variety of ministry out-
reach events were held, includ-
ing a free car wash, multiple 

block parties, renova-
tion work at City of 
Refuge’s facility, free 
haircuts, free mani-
cures and pedicures 
to residents of a local 
transitional living fa-
cility and landscaping 
at the Metro Baptist 
Collegiate Ministry 
facility.

Neal Scoggins, pas-
tor of City of Refuge, 

said that every Impact Little 
Rock ministry location was 

where the church had already 
begun building relationships.

“ E v e r y 
place where 
we were 
were places 
where we 
have a rela-
t ionsh ip ,” 
said Scog-
gins. “The 
owner of the 
car wash ac-
tually allows 
us to do the car wash there; it’s 
an actual car wash. He makes 
donations to the church be-
cause he’s excited about what 
we are doing in the commu-
nity.”

Some of the Impact Little 

Rock volunteers assisted City 
of Refuge in constructing 

and adding 
electricity 
to a room 
l o c a t e d 
near their 
main meet-
ing space, 
which ac-
cording to 
Scoggins, 
the church 
hopes to 

eventually transform into 
more usable space.

“It’s going to be a place 
where our men will meet. 
We are going to call it 

See IMPACT LR page 7

Listen to a podcast 
about Impact Little Rock 
at arkansasbaptist.org/
abn-podcast
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BGR partners with locals 
to assess needs in Nepal   
KATHMANDU, Nepal – 
Baptist Global Response 
(BGR) will partner with a 
local coalition of churches 
in Kathmandu to assess 
and fill needs in Nepal. 
The country is dealing 
with massive damage and 
loss of life after a magni-
tude-7.8 earthquake hit 
northwest of Kathmandu 
April 25. The country’s 
army chief said as many 
as 15,000 may have died. 
Francis Horton, Baptist 
Global Response area 
director for Central and 
South Asia, has met with 
a disaster relief committee 
formed from local con-
gregations. Several mem-
bers have received hu-
manitarian crisis training 
from BGR and are eager 
to work with it and with 
other national and inter-
national organizations to 
conduct response work. 

Prayer advocate 
Don Miller dies at 93
FORT WORTH, Texas 
– Don Miller, founder of 
Bible Based Ministries in 
Fort Worth, Texas, died 
Wednesday, April 22. He 
was 93. Miller was a pas-
tor, church planter and 
evangelist, serving church-
es in Texas and New York 
from 1945 to 1977. From 
1977 to 2010, he and 
his wife, Libby, led Bible 
Based Ministries, con-
ducting prayer conferenc-
es in 1,000 churches in 
America and on mission 
fields all over the world.  
Miller, who for decades 
taught Christians how to 
pray, described his own 
daily prayer time with 
God in heartfelt terms 
at the Southern Bap-
tist Convention Pastors’ 
Conference in Nashville 
in 2005: “Prayer is the 
intimate communication 
between the heavenly Fa-
ther and His child,” Mill-
er said. “It has got to go 
both ways.”

Nation awaits same-sex marriage ruling
WASHINGTON (BP) – The 
wait for what could be a legal 
transformation of the institu-
tion of marriage by the U.S. 
Supreme Court began Tues-
day, April 28, when oral ar-
guments ended in a case con-
cerning same-sex marriage.

Oral arguments seemed to 
indicate the case will end with 
a closely decided opinion on 
whether the high court or the 
states may decide if same-sex 
marriage should be legalized. 
In the nearly two-and-a-half 
hours of arguments, the jus-
tices jousted with five lawyers 
about such issues as changing 
the ancient meaning of mar-
riage, bestowing dignity on 
same-sex couples and protect-
ing religious liberty.

The justices, who are ex-
pected to issue a ruling in late 
June or early July, have at least 
three options. They could: 

(1) legalize same-sex marriage 
throughout the country; (2) 
enable states to maintain their 
authority to define marriage 
as only a heterosexual union, 
or (3) require states to recog-
nize gay marriages from other 
states without prohibiting 
them from licensing only male-
female marriages. Potentially, 
the justices also could rule in 
such a way as to deliver a wider 
victory for the rights of homo-
sexuals.

Advocates for biblical, tra-
ditional marriage called April 
29 for continued prayer for the 
high court and for preparation 
for an unfavorable decision.

“There were some good 
questions asked at the court 
yesterday, ones that I hope the 
justices will take into account, 
such as why the court should 
attempt to change an institu-
tion that has been understood 

a certain way for millennia,” 
said Russell Moore, president 
of Southern Baptists’ Ethics 
and Religious Liberty Com-
mission.

“As we continue to pray for 
this case prior to the decision, 
let’s remember, regardless of 
whether our land’s highest 
court recognizes the unchange-
able or not, the Church must 
hold steadfast and learn to en-
gage a culture with the gospel 
in which we cannot assume 
people share our understand-
ing of marriage,” Moore said.

Jordan Lorence, senior 
counsel for Alliance Defend-
ing Freedom, told Baptist 
Press, “I am urging people to 
pray. I think we could see the 
Supreme Court go the wrong 
way on a 5-4 vote. But it’s not 
over till it’s over.

“I think it’s going to be a 5-4 
vote, with (Associate Justice 

Anthony) Kennedy deciding 
whether to impose same-sex 
marriage on the whole nation 
or not,” Lorence said.

Based on the arguments, 
many observers predicted the 
justices will divide along ideo-
logical lines: the more conser-
vative justices – John Roberts, 
Antonin Scalia, Clarence 
Thomas and Samuel Alito – in 
support of the states’ authority 
to define marriage; the more 
liberal justices – Ruth Bader 
Ginsburg, Stephen Breyer, 
Sonia Sotomayor and Elena 
Kagan – in support of a consti-
tutional right to same-sex mar-
riage. Kennedy, meanwhile, 
again appears to be the swing 
vote, but past opinions seem to 
indicate he will come down on 
the side of same-sex couples.

Visit arkansasbaptist.org for 
additional coverage of the same-
sex marriage ruling.

continued from page one
ORDINANCE
rights ordinances that are not 
named as protected groups in 
the state’s civil rights laws. Pro-
ponents of the law said SB202 
provided much needed unifor-
mity in such laws.

Some Eureka Springs city 
leaders readily admitted pas-
sage of the City Ordinance 
2223 banning discrimination 
against lesbian, gay, bisexual 
and transgender (LGBT) indi-
viduals Feb. 9 was an effort to 
pre-eminently circumvent the 
Republican-controlled Arkan-
sas Legislature. Once approved 
by the council, Eureka Springs 
Mayor Butch Berry promptly 
signed the ordinance into law.

According to Eureka 
Springs City Council docu-
ments, the purpose of Eureka 
Springs Ordinance 2223 “is to 
protect and safeguard the right 
and opportunity of all persons 
to be free from discrimination 
based on real or perceived 
race, ethnicity, national ori-
gin, age, gender identity, gen-
der expression, familial status, 
marital status, socioeconomic 
background, religion, sexual 
orientation, disability and vet-
eran status.”

“We wanted to get it in be-
fore the state law was enacted 
so we would have it in place, 
we had heard that it was in, 
that it was coming, we just 
wanted to make sure some-
thing that would protect the 

civil liberties of everyone, in-
cluding our gay citizens,” Berry 
told THV 11.

According to Larry Page, ex-
ecutive director of the Arkan-
sas Faith and Ethics Council, 
SB202 “prohibits cities and 
counties from designating by 
ordinance particular groups 
for protection in local civil 
rights ordinances that are not 
named as protected groups in 
the state’s civil rights laws.”

Many same-sex ad-
vocates lambasted 
the bill, claiming 
that it directly 
discr iminated 
against Arkansas’ 
lesbian, gay, bisex-
ual and transgender 
community.

The Human 
Rights Campaign, 
the largest LGBT 
advocacy group in 
the United States 
and led by Arkansas 
native Chad Griffin, 
urged Hutchinson to 
veto SB202, calling the 
bill “motivated by anti-LGBT 
animus,” Feb. 18 in a post on 
the group’s blog.

The passage of SB202 ren-
dered Eureka Springs’ issue 
2223 unenforceable this sum-
mer, 90 days after the end of 
the Arkansas legislative ses-
sion. In the meantime, a pe-
tition by Eureka Springs resi-
dents is putting the ordinance 
to a vote May 12.

Keep Eureka Fair, a group 
in favor of the ordinance, and 

Repeal 2223, a group cam-
paigning against the new law, 
have each begun soliciting sup-
port of Eureka Springs voters 
for their respective sides.

In light of SB202 becoming 
law, the battle over ordinance 
2223 has shifted to a fight 
for or against the possibility 
of a legal challenge to SB202 
if issue 2223 is reaffirmed 
through a popular vote of Eu-

reka Springs’ citizens.
A recent article 

for The New York 
Times shed light 
on one of the mo-
tivations for dif-

fering opinions on 
issue 2223 – tourism.

Ordinance 2223 is 
said to be dividing 

the town, pitting 
those interested 
in gay and lesbian 
tourists, such as 

Out in Eureka, 
against those inter-

ested in attracting tra-
ditional families and 

Christian tourists, such as 
attractions like The Great Pas-
sion Play.

Much of the concern from 
Ordinance 2223’s opposi-
tion has to do with the state 
of religious liberty in Eureka 
Springs, an impact which Re-
peal 2223 argues not only af-
fects Christian tourism, but 
limits the ability for religious 
individuals, especially conser-
vative Christians, to practice 
their faith.

Repeal 2223 came up with 

a list of issues they find with 
the ordinance, many impact-
ing religious liberty.

One issue being raised is 
that while churches and reli-
gious organizations cannot be 
forced to conduct a same-sex 
marriage ceremony within 
their “chapel or sanctuary por-
tion of their property” against 
their will, “the rest of their 
property has no such exemp-
tion.”

Repeal 2223 also highlights 
that the ordinance does not 
allow churches or religious or-
ganizations to “discriminate” 
against individuals who do 
not share their faith’s convic-
tions in “secular” employment 
positions. Secular positions in-
clude receptionists and other 
employees who do not have 
concrete ministerial duties, ac-
cording to repeal2223.com.

While churches and reli-
gious organizations do receive 
some protection under Ordi-
nance 2223, businesses receive 
no protections, regardless of 
the business owner’s religious 
convictions.

“I love the people here, and 
I’m just hoping we can come 
up with a solution to heal the 
community,” Randall Christy, 
pastor of Union Valley Baptist 
Church in Ada, Okla., and 
operator of The Great Passion 
Play, told Richard Fausset of 
The New York Times. 

“Because that’s what God 
would want.”

Contact Caleb Yarbrough at 
caleb@arkansasbaptist.org.

For more ABN Digest, go to 
arkansasbaptist.org/abn-digest
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Pastor says riots about 
more than Gray’s death
BALTIMORE (BP) – Ryan 
Palmer, pastor of Seventh 
Metro Church, is among 
Southern Baptist pastors 
serving in the city that 
has been under a state of 
emergency since April 27. 
“God’s word is true. A 
thousand may fall to your 
left, and thousands to 
your right,” Palmer said, 
referencing Psalm 91:7. 
“Literally, the violence 
was a few blocks west and 
a few blocks east. In both 
cases, you could see the 
steeple of our church from 
the locations, but they did 
not come into our block. 
They have not come into 
our block yet. We’re giving 
God praise and thanks for 
that,” he said. “The enemy 
shows himself in lack of ed-
ucation. And what I mean 
by that is uneducated peo-
ple struggle to find diverse 
ways to communicate. ... 
This is the opportunity to 
express a frustration.”

Day of Remembrance at May� ower FBC
MAYFLOWER – It was a day 
of praise, worship and remem-
brance as members and guests 
gathered April 26 at First 
Baptist Church in Mayflower 
to mark a year since an EF4 
tornado ripped through the 
community and surrounding 
region, killing more than a 
dozen people.

Among the guests included 
in the special service were U.S. 
Congressman French Hill, 
Faulkner County Judge Allen 
Dodson, Mayflower Mayor 
Randy Holland, Andy Beau-
champ of Samaritan’s Purse, 
Mayflower police Chief Rob-
ert Alcon and Janice Mann of 
the Interfaith Partnership Al-
liance.

Preaching from Joshua 4, 
First Baptist Pastor David Fox 
reminded those present how 
God brought them through a 
difficult time in their lives – 
just as with Joshua and the Is-
raelites in biblical times.

“It is important for us as a 
church to remember what He 

Rodgers named 
Mother of Year

D E W I T T 
– Yvonne 
Rodgers, 77, 
member of 
First Bap-
tist Church, 
DeWitt, has 
been named 
the Arkansas 
Baptist News 

(ABN) 2015 Mother of the 
Year.

She was nominated by 
her sister, Libbie Dougan, 
of North Little Rock, as 
part of the ABN A Tribute 
to Godly Mothers essay 
contest.

“She’s just one of those 
people who was always the 
mother to everybody,” said 
Dougan. “I’m just over the 
moon excited, and my chil-
dren are too, that she was 
selected.”

Rodgers was presented 
with a gift card during the 
May 3 worship service at 
First Baptist, where Jimmy 
Albrecht is pastor. 

Rodgers has two chil-
dren and three grandchil-
dren. 

Watch for the full story 
in a future issue of the 
ABN.

Rodgers

has done for us,” said Fox, 
“(And) how He has worked 
in us and through us, even in 
times of difficulty and even 
in times of stress … so He can 
make pathways straight for us.”

Just as the Israelites were 
told by God to place 12 stones 
in Jordan after crossing the Jor-
dan River … their community 
needs “stones to remember” 
the works of God, said Fox.

“As new homes go up, we 
need to be reminded that is a 
pile of stones. That is some-
thing God has done,” said 
Fox. “As we begin to put our 
lives back together, we need to 

remember these are the stones, 
these are things that God has 
done for us, supernaturally … 
(and) that we can’t do anything 
without the Lord moving in us 
and through us.”

Church members Martin 
and Kristin Patton, who lost 
their home on the night of 
April 27, 2014, shared during 
the service.

“Within 10 seconds, every-
thing was gone and we were 
laying in the yard, bloodied 
and broken,” said Martin Pat-
ton. “We’ll forever carry the 
scars.”

He thanked First Baptist, 

First Baptist Church, Mayflower, Pastor David Fox recognizes city and county leaders during the church’s Day of Remembrance 
service April 26. Photo by Tim Yarbrough

Ark. Baptists win BCA awards in San Francisco
SAN FRANCISCO – The 
Arkansas Baptist News (ABN) 
and Ouachita Baptist Univer-
sity (OBU) received multiple 
awards at the 51st Annual 
Baptist Communicators As-
sociation (BCA) Wilmer C. 
Fields Awards Compe-
tition, held during the 
organization’s annual 
workshop April 15-18 
in San Francisco.

The BCA awards 
competition is held to 
recognize excellence 
among Southern Bap-
tist communicators 
from across the globe.

The ABN won three awards. 
Caleb Yarbrough, ABN assis-
tant editor, won second place 
in the Photography Division’s 
category for News – Domestic 
– Single photo for his photo, 
titled “Job 1:21,” depicting 
damage caused by the 2014 Vi-
lonia tornado. Gary Thomas, 
ABN cartoonist, won third 
place for his “Welcome to 
Duck Church” cartoon in the 
Design Division’s category for 

Illustration – Single. The ABN 
also won second place for “Ar-
kansas Baptist News Podcast 26 
– Hobby Lobby and Religious 
Freedom” in the Audio-Visual 
Communications Division’s 
category for Audio (including 

podcast) – Editorial 
Feature. Bill Bumpas, 
a member of Park Hill 
Baptist Church in 
North Little Rock, is 
host of the ABN Pod-
cast.

“It is our desire to 
use our skills for the 
glory of God, and we 
feel blessed to be able 

to do so through our work,” 
said Tim Yarbrough, ABN edi-
tor/executive director and past 
president of BCA. “We are 
honored to be recognized for 
excellence in communication 
as we strive to tell the story 
of God’s work among His 
people in Arkansas.”

Ouachita Baptist University 
won a total of nine awards, six 
of which were in various cat-
egories in the Design Division. 

These included first place in 
the Promotion and Advertis-
ing – Specialty Item category 
for the “Tiger Tunes” program 
and 3-D glasses by Brooke 
Zimny, assistant director of 
communications, as well as 
first place in the Pro-
motion and Advertis-
ing – Poster or Flyer 
category for the Inter-
national Food Festival 
poster by Rene Zimny, 
assistant director of 
graphic services. The 
Office of Communica-
tions at Ouachita also 
won first place for their 
Ouachita Athletics branding 
in the Print Collateral – Logo 
category. The Office of Com-
munications won second place 
for their Cliff Harris Stadium 
environmental graphics in the 
Print Collateral – Special Dis-
play category, as well as second 
place for their “Grant Center 
Recruiting” booklet in the 
Print Collateral – Booklet cate-
gory. Rene Zimny won second 
place for his Ouachita online 

emergency response person-
nel, the Mayflower community 
and people outside Arkansas 
who prayed and came to help 
during the couple’s recovery.

“I can’t thank enough folks 
in this community, folks who 
came to this community and 
all who prayed for us,” said 
Patton. 

“It’s so clear when you love 
Jesus and have a heart for 
God.”

To watch a video of the 
sights and sounds of Day of 
Remembrance, visit arkan-
sasbaptist.org and click on 
“Audio/Video.”

Thomas Yarbrough

digital ad series in the Promo-
tion and Advertising – Digital 
Ad – Series category.

In addition to design 
awards, Ouachita’s Office of 
Communications won second 
place for its “Grant Center 

Recruiting” booklet 
in the Total Package 
Division’s category for 
Print Publication – 
Other.

Brooke Zimny won 
third place for her re-
cruiting testimonial 
email series in the In-
teractive Communica-
tions Division’s cate-

gory for Internet-Based Other 
Media.

Trennis Henderson, vice 
president for communica-
tions, won second place for his 
article “Jane Chu, new NEA 
chair, affirms strong Ouachita 
roots” in the Feature Writing 
Division. 

Stella Prather, director 
of communications for AB-
CHomes served as BCA presi-
dent for the 2014-15.

For more ABN Digest, go to 
arkansasbaptist.org/abn-digest
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Editorial&Opinion “Always be prepared to give an answer 
to everyone who asks you to give the 

reason for the hope that you have...”
 1 Peter 3:15 (NIV)

abomination and a detest-
able sin. Homosexual desires 
and actions are said to be 
shameful, unnatural, lustful 
and indecent, according to 
Romans 1:26-27. Homosexuals 
are unrighteous and will not 

inherit the 
k i n g d o m 
of God, 
says 1 Cor-
i n t h i a n s 
6:9. Since 
the Bible 
condemns 
homosex -
ual desires 

and actions, it is clear that ho-
mosexuals “marrying” is not 
God’s will and is, indeed, a 
sinful act.

So what is the Church to 
do if the court redefines mar-
riage? As society and the mo-
rality of our times erodes, the 
Church must simply be the 
Church. No longer can we 

S ame-sex marriage is front 
and center before the high-

est court in our land. Fancy 
lawyers are arguing passionate-
ly for the normalization of ho-
mosexuality. By all accounts, 
God-ordained marriage is on 
the rocks 
and headed 
for a redefi-
nition by 
the U.S. 
S u p r e m e 
Court – 
what many 
Americans 
c o n s i d e r 
the “final word” on matters of 
the law.

But Christians know the 
final word comes only from 
the Lord, and He has spoken 
clearly and consistently regard-
ing marriage and homosexual-
ity.

Leviticus 20:13 identi-
fies homosexual sex as an 

Is it the end of civilization as we know it?

PRESSING 
ON 

Tim Yarbrough
Phil. 3:14

remain silent as Satan gains a 
foothold among those who are 
lost with no direction, bound 
for eternal destruction. We 
must point the way to repen-
tance and salvation, as there is 
no hope other than the hope 
found in Jesus Christ our Lord 
and Savior. 

Without Christ, this is what 
will result when the same-sex 
marriage advocates get their 
way: “And since they did not 
see fit to acknowledge God, 
God gave them up to a de-
based mind to do what ought 
not to be done” (Rom. 1:28, 
ESV).

While we live in a time 
when God’s Truth is rejected 
by men, when the highest 
court in our land rejects that 
Truth, judgment will soon fol-
low. 

“The one who rejects me 
and does not receive my words 
has a judge; the word that I 

TJ the Baptist dog
difficult to invite someone to 
church when your dog is in 
their henhouse, but what can 
I say? We Baptists do love our 
chicken – and apparently our 
neighbors’ chickens too.

As most 
country 
people 
know, once 
a dog gets 
a taste for 
blood, it’s in 
his nature to 
seek it out. 
So, now, 

my beloved chicken-killer is 
confined to a fenced-in area 
where he gets food, water and 
soon a doghouse upgrade to 
a canine condo – with a hus-
band wing for those nights 
when the little woman and I 
are out of sorts. Well, not re-

I am one of those fortunate 
pastors who had the oppor-

tunity to receive some semi-
nary training before I entered 
the pastorate. Unfortunately, 
seminary doesn’t teach you 
everything, 
especially 
when you 
pastor a 
small coun-
try church.

So imag-
ine my sur-
prise when I 
look up one 
day and see my sweet, loving 
80-pound chow mix, T.J., trot-
ting across the road with one 
of my neighbor’s chickens 
in his mouth. The first time, 
my neighbors were patient 
with the situation. The third 
time, not so much. It’s really 

ally. We have a couch for that 
– but I digress.

The point is T.J. lost his 
freedom because he made a 
natural, but deadly, choice. If 
I could only give him a new 
nature, he wouldn’t love 
killing so much and I could 
set him free.  

One of the blessings of 
being saved is that we have 
received a new nature. We 
are new creations in Christ, 
and we have been set free 
from the bondage of sin. 
Many of Christ’s followers 
are hung up on past failures 
and sins they continually 
battle, not realizing the power 
of the new nature they have 
received in Christ to over-
come those sins to which they 
were once bound.  

In Romans 6, Paul says that 

we should yield our “mem-
bers as instruments of righ-
teousness,” which means that 
unlike T.J., who can only do 
what his one nature tells him 

to do, we can choose to follow 
either our old sinful nature or 
our new one that we have in 
Christ. We are no longer des-
tined to kill chickens as T.J.; 
we now have a free choice to 

VIEWPOINT

Kim Reeder
 Barton Chapel 
Baptist Church 

Tyronza

follow God’s will for our lives.  
Sometimes people who 

don’t understand salvation 
say grace is just a license to 
sin. My response is that when 

we are saved, we do not 
want to sin like we did be-
fore. Why? The new nature.

I doubt you’ll ever have 
a desire to sneak into your 
neighbor’s chicken coop 
and grab a fresh one, but 
the next time you are 
tempted to rely on the old 
nature, remember you have 
a choice to follow the old 
path or the new one. With 
God’s help, you can say, 

“No,” to sin and, “Yes,” to 
righteousness.

Kim Reeder is pastor of Barton 
Chapel Baptist Church in Ty-
ronza and a frequent contributor 
to the Arkansas Baptist News.

Cartoon by Gary Thomas

have spoken will judge him 
on the last day” (John 12:48, 
ESV).

Lead your family and 
church to pray for our coun-
try and for the decision of our 

high court, which is expected 
to announce a decision soon.

However, at the same time, 
prepare for how your church 
will minister to those living in 
deception in the last days.
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Here comes summer; let the arm-twisting begin!

I’m growingBaptists Ask

I love watching the growth of a child. I look at my three 
children and see how their interests and abilities have 

developed, grown and even completely changed over the 
years. When they were toddlers, I tried to imagine where 
their personalities would lead them and where their in-
terests would lie. Some growth was predictable, but other 
developments have taken me completely 
by surprise – in a good way, for the most 
part. 

I’ll admit that there are times their 
growth makes my heart hurt. I miss the 
little ones I once held in my arms. But 
watching the change is amazing, too. I 
love seeing them blossom in every way. 

When we stop and think about it, we 
realize that spiritual growth progresses 
the same way. It is impossible to imagine the way a baby 
Christian will develop and mature over the years. What he 
or she hungers for now will seem like baby food in just a 
few years. The way he or she loves to serve today may only 
be the stepping stone for the service God has planned for 
him or her down the road. 

Too often, though, we don’t anticipate the spiritual 
growth. We either grow frustrated with the changes we see 
in ourselves and in others or we allow baby Christians to 
remain babies. What if we were to, instead, help facilitate 
growth and change? 

First, we should encourage understanding to change. 
When someone disappears from a baby’s sight, that person 

is simply gone. Later, that same child begins to understand 
that there is a place called “somewhere else.” Mommy is 
not gone simply because she is in the next room. 

In the same way, our spiritual understanding grows and 
develops. We may move from wrong to right understand-
ing, or our knowledge may simply deepen. Either way, the 

change will affect every aspect of our spiri-
tual lives and interactions. We should 
learn to expect and encourage those 
changes both in ourselves and in others. 

Second, we should challenge inten-
tionally. I love watching young parents 
encourage mobility in their babies. We 
all get excited with that first crawl or 
those early steps, even though we know 
what mischief comes with mobility! It’s a 

milestone that excites us, and we delight in challenging our 
sweet children to reach that milestone. 

Our spiritual growth should be the same. There should 
always be a challenge before every growing Christian – not 
frustration, mind you, or constant nagging. Simply chal-
lenge. We should always encourage ourselves and others to 
reach beyond where we are now. 

Take some time this month to consider the spiritual 
growth around you, both in your own life and the lives 
of others. Cheer as you notice areas of progress. Be ready 
to challenge and encourage in areas of stagnancy. And be 
ready to rejoice just as you would in the progress of a child!

Ann Hibbard is a member of First Baptist Church, Almyra.

I t is that time again in a great number of our churches. 
Begging, coercing, slathering on the guilt – it seems 

anything goes when it comes to enlisting youth camp, 
children’s camp and vacation Bible school (VBS) workers. 
Over the past decade, the increasing difficulty recruiting 
summer volunteers has caused many churches to just drop 
these types of events from their annual calendars. In other 
churches, senior adults are expressing frustration because 
they seem to be the only ones who work 
these events. Widespread opinion is 
that people just don’t seem to care. But 
there might another reason.

According to the Center for Eco-
nomic and Policy Research, more and 
more Americans cannot get time off 
work. In fact, according to their recent 
research, one in four full-time employed 
American workers (23 percent) have 
no paid vacation and no paid holidays. And the American 
workplace culture has a growing resistance to permitting 
consecutive days off. Therefore, many church members 
truly cannot get time off work – especially a full week at a 
time as is required to go to camp. So, what is the Church 
to do?

There is no doubt that many church calendars are too 
full and need to be simplified. But with the amazing num-
bers of lives still being impacted by VBS, camps and other 
summer activities, they shouldn’t be removed from the 
calendar. For decades, many churches have had success 
with an evening VBS or a “one day a week for a month” 
VBS. And a few church camps have reduced the camp 
experience to three days or even a weekend. But these 
solutions do not work for every church. And a three-day 

camp really means just one full day of activities and one or 
two half-days. Moreover, volunteers are still hard to enlist. 
How does the Church appropriately respond to these chal-
lenges?

First, those who have been blessed with jobs that offer 
paid vacation time should prayerfully consider investing 
some of that time in an activity that pays eternal dividends. 
These summer activities and events are still the places 

where we see the greatest numbers of 
children and teenagers professing faith in 
Jesus Christ. Can you think of a better in-
vestment and joy-filled experience?

Second, we need to be thankful for, and 
express our gratitude to, retired men and 
women who faithfully serve in these sum-
mer activities. It is shameful that the faith-
ful service of so many of these men and 
women has been taken for granted. Just as 

the Apostle Paul reminds us, we should appreciate and en-
courage those who faithfully serve (1 Thess. 5:11-12).

Third, be careful how you enlist volunteers. Browbeating 
and manipulating have no place in the Church. Announce 
calendar dates as early as possible. When asking someone 
to serve, do not demand – or even expect – an immediate 
answer. Provide written expectations, responsibilities, du-
ties, dates and times. Allow time for people to sincerely 
seek God’s counsel, consult with family members, talk to 
employers and think through it. Don’t settle for the person 
who says, “Well, if you can’t find anyone else, I guess I’ll 
do it.”

Above all, may we always remember it is a privilege to 
serve the Lord and a joy to serve one another.

Eric Ramsey is president of TCWM in Mountainburg.

UNCOVERED
DISH

Ann Hibbard

Gore

T his quote is found in Ro-
mans 9:13. While the verse 

at first appears to refer to the na-
tions in Malachi, Paul uses it as 
an example of God’s grace upon 
individuals.

In Romans 9, Paul cannot un-
derstand why the Gentiles have 
accepted the 
gospel, but the 
Jews have not. If 
the Jews know 
God’s covenant 
and possess 
God’s promises, 
why don’t they 
believe in Jesus 
(cf. Rom. 9:4-5)?

Paul can only attribute their 
unbelief to the mystery of the 
gospel. God’s actions simply defy 
human understanding. For ex-
ample, God chose Isaac over Ish-
mael, Jacob over Esau and Israel 
over Egypt. God often chooses 
the weak over the strong and the 
least over the greatest. God con-
stantly resisted “primogeniture” 
– the societal belief that the first-
born should receive the greatest 
inheritance. In Romans 9, Paul 
demonstrates that the Gentiles 
often received the gospel over the 
Jews.

This act of God is a mystery 
even to Paul. His point, however, 
is to show that people became be-
lievers – Jews and Gentiles alike 
– not because of their heritage, 
knowledge, status or race.  They 
were saved because they listened 
to God’s voice and believed in 
the name of Jesus (Rom. 10:9-10).

Since Paul did not know who 
might receive the gospel, he 
declared that Christians must 
share the message with everyone 
as often as possible (Rom. 10:14-
15). Like the parable of the soils 
(Matt. 13:1-23) or the message 
of Isaiah (Isa. 6:9-13), many may 
hear God’s message, but few will 
listen. Those who do listen, how-
ever, will follow Christ. 

God’s salvation has always 
been God’s business, and God 
desires all of humanity to know 
Him (1 Tim. 2:4). Paul hoped 
that more Gentiles and Jews 
would follow Jesus. Even now, it 
is hoped more will come to know 
Him.

Ken Gore is chairman of the de-
partment of Christian Studies at Wil-
liams Baptist College. Baptists Ask is 
reader-driven. Send questions to tim@
arkansasbaptist.org.

ANSWERING
HIS CALL

Eric Ramsey

Support the ABN Endowment Fund
An endowment fund for the Arkansas Baptist News (ABN) has been established at the Arkansas Baptist Foundation. Consider helping to secure 
the future of o�  cial news journal of the Arkansas Baptist State Convention for years to come by including the ABN in your will or by making a 
contribution to the ABN Endowment Fund. Please contact Bobby Thomas at the Arkansas Baptist Foundation at 501-376-0732 or 800-798-0969 
(toll free outside of Little Rock) for more information.

What does it mean, “Jacob I 
loved, but Esau I hated?” - Part 2
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Letters to the Editor
A call to repentance

I am thankful Southern 
Baptist Convention President 
Ronnie Floyd has led our con-
vention with a call for revival, 
spiritual awakening and com-
mitment to the Cooperative 
Program. 

Henry Blackaby once wrote, 
“Revival has always been, and 
remains to this day, God deal-
ing with the sin of His own – 
not the world. Therefore, if we 
never recognize our need for 
repentance of sin, then our 
call for revival is in vain.”

A few years ago our conven-
tion publicly confessed our 
past sins of racism and dis-
crimination. Today we again 
have unconfessed sin in our 
convention. Leaders in our 
convention have committed 
the sins of slander and sowing 
discord by accusing our mis-
sionaries of being controlled 
by liberals, spreading heresy 
and being neo-orthodox. Dur-

ing a particularly bitter attack 
against our missionaries by 
one of the leaders of the con-
servative resurgence, former 
International Mission Board 
President Jerry Rankin said, 
“Disrespect for leadership and 
policies is being nurtured, 
nonbiblical subversive behav-
ior is encouraged and blatant 
disregard for truth is propa-
gated.”

Seminary professors have 
been labeled as liberal because 
they would not endorse the 
conservative resurgence. A 
purge of theological conserva-
tives has taken place at South-
western Baptist Theological 
Seminary and at other con-
vention entities. Thousands 
of theological conservative 
pastors and laypersons have 
been banished from consider-
ation for places of leadership 
and trustee posts in our con-
vention because they were not 
deemed politically reliable. 

2 Chronicles 7:14 is often 

read when we call for revival. 
We Southern Baptists have 
a problem getting past the 
requirement to humble our-
selves. Corporate sin requires 
corporate repentance. 

As Blackaby said, “If we 
never recognize our need for 
repentance of sin, then our 
call for revival is in vain.” 

I pray Ronnie Floyd will 
lead us in a call for repentance 
for these sins by our leaders.

Ron West
Little Rock

Editorial cartoon in bad taste

I was dismayed to see the car-
toon printed in the April 9 
edition of the Arkansas Baptist 
News where an ISIS extremist 
is compared to an American 
liberal activist. This type of 
caricature is harmful to our 
witness in today’s world. There 
may be some liberal activists 

that would like to see the end 
of Christianity, but there is a 
major difference that the car-
toonist absolutely ignores – 
American liberals and progres-
sives are not beheading Chris-
tians. The difference is real, 
and the comparison made in 
the cartoon is blatantly false.

As soon as I finished look-
ing at the cartoon, I saw that 
another group of Christians 
had been murdered by ISIS. 
The juxtaposition of this 
ill-conceived and distaste-
ful cartoon and the horrify-
ing news of more Christians 
being murdered illustrates per-
fectly how absurd this cartoon 
really is.

The kingdom of God is far 
beyond any one political phi-
losophy. The New Testament 
calls us to hospitality and love 
– among all people – not just 
Southern evangelical Repub-
lican conservatives. The vi-
sion of the kingdom of God 
is challenging because all are 

welcome who call upon Christ 
Jesus. There is no political pre-
requisite for God’s kingdom.

In Matthew 9, when Jesus 
looks upon the crowds of hu-
manity, we see His response. 
Instead of hatred, judgment, 
fear or disgust, Jesus had com-
passion because they were 
helpless, like a sheep without 
a shepherd. Jesus’ response of 
compassion must challenge us. 
In today’s world, evangelicals 
often look around society with 
disgust, judgment, fear and 
even hatred.

I would challenge Arkansas 
Baptists to consider this: Is 
your church willing to minis-
ter to those who disagree with 
you? Are our churches willing 
to minister to and to love all 
people? Or are we going to 
continue creating caricatures 
like the one printed in our 
newsmagazine?

Eric Moffett
Pocahontas

Seven reasons to be in Columbus for the SBC
ner of Southern Baptists have 
contended for the faith once 
for all delivered to the saints. 
The task of continuing this 
great gospel legacy now rests 
with us.

2. A national call for 
prayer to all Southern Bap-
tists. One of the highlights of 
this year’s meeting is a prayer 
gathering. On Tuesday night, 
June 16, SBC President Ron-
nie Floyd and other pastors 
will lead our annual meet-
ing attendees in a time of 

intentional 
prayer over 
many differ-
ent matters 
concerning 
our South-
ern Baptist 
family and 
our country. 
Thousands 

will unite under one roof, 
asking God to bring about 
a great awakening across the 
world and advance the Great 
Commission in our lifetime. 
This extraordinary gathering 
of men and women seeking 
God through prayer and peti-
tion is one not to be missed.

3. Church and mission 
sending celebration. On 
Wednesday morning of our 
annual meeting, we will wit-
ness the commissioning of 
100 missionaries for service 
around the world. We will see 
their faces, hear their stories 

T housands of Southern 
Baptists will gather this 

coming June 16-17 for our 
annual meeting in Colum-
bus, Ohio. In light of the ap-
proaching convention, I want 
to share seven reasons why I 
believe pastors should join us 
there.

1. Gospel legacy. This will 
be the 158th session in our 
170-year history. That’s right 
– 170 years and 158 meet-
ings. It’s important for us to 
understand the faithful gospel 
legacy that 
has been 
passed down 
from gen-
eration to 
generation 
since 1845. 
We have 
not been a 
perfect de-
nomination. In fact, we have 
a tainted past when it comes 
to subjects like racism and 
abortion. But we have sought 
to repent of our past and 
chart a biblical way forward. 
When faced with a liberal 
trajectory toward denying 
biblical inherency, unwaver-
ing men and women fought 
to bring the Southern Baptist 
Convention (SBC) back to a 
faithful understanding of the 
Holy Scriptures through what 
is known as the conservative 
resurgence. Over the last 170 
years, many under the ban-

and pray for them as they take 
the next step toward landing 
on the field for the name 
of Christ. NAMB President 
Kevin Ezell and IMB Presi-
dent David Platt will lead this 
service along with Floyd. This 
sending service will be a pow-
erful moment for our pastors 
and is sure to be a ceremony 
unlike any other of our time.

4. The president’s panel: 
The Supreme Court 
and Same-Sex Mar-
riage. The Supreme 
Court is set to take 
up the issue of same-
sex marriage with a 
decision this summer, 
most likely late June. 
As new realities ap-
proach concerning 
same-sex marriage, a 
panel will convene 
at this year’s annual 
meeting intended to 
help prepare churches 
for what will follow 
the court’s decision. 
The decision will have an 
impact on every local church 
in our denomination. As pas-
tors, we must be informed 
on how to best lead through 
these days, gaining ground on 
the forefront of the culture 
wars.

5. Events surrounding the 
annual meeting. When pas-
tors attend an annual meet-
ing, they don’t just go for the 
meeting, encompassing three-

and-a-half days of jam-packed, 
edifying events. More than 50 
other meetings are associated 
with the annual meeting. A 
full list can be found at sbcan-
nualmeeting.net. 

6. Network and fellowship 
with other pastors. Seeing 
old friends and meeting new 
ones is always a personal high-
light of my time at annual 
meetings. The opportunity 

to network beyond one meet-
ing a year is one of the great 
realities of social media. But 
no amount of social media 
can replace the time you are 
afforded with someone face to 
face. Brothers need brothers; 
sisters need sisters; iron needs 
iron. The annual meeting is 
a time to eat together, laugh 
together and talk ministry to-
gether. For this, I’m thankful.

7. A time to refocus. Each 

VIEWPOINT

Ronnie Parrot 
Cross Church 

Northwest 
Arkansas 

year, thousands of Southern 
Baptist pastors and laypeople, 
representing thousands of 
churches throughout our 
country, gather together to 
worship our King Jesus. For 
two days, we subject our 
hearts and minds to our mis-
sion as a network of churches 
to train pastors, equip church-
es and launch missionaries. 
These are our priorities. This 

is what we do. It’s 
our DNA. Though 
oftentimes we drift 
into our own small 
kingdoms, forget-
ting our priorities, 
the annual meeting 
helps us re-engage 
in our calling with 
renewed passion. 
We go back home to 
our churches and get 
after it in the name 
of Jesus.

So I invite you to 
Columbus. Come, 
join us as we gather 

together for a few days to 
worship our risen King Jesus, 
launch missionaries, hear 
about the training of a new 
generation of pastors and pray 
for God to move and work 
like never before. I hope to 
meet you there!

Ronnie Parrott is special as-
sistant to Southern Baptist Con-
vention President Ronnie Floyd 
and a pastor at Cross Church in 
northwest Arkansas.
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continued from page one
IMPACT LR
‘The Cave,’” said Scoggins.

The group also expanded 
City of Refuge’s storage space, 
which they use to store sup-
plies and donations, including 
toiletries, clothing and nonper-
ishable food, which the church 
gives away to needy individuals 
from their community.

Scoggins said he thought 
the event was incredibly suc-
cessful and praised sponsor 
church Immanuel Baptist as 
being not simply a financial 
partner, but one that is actively 
involved in the ministry and 
health of City of Refuge.

“Other church plants that 
have sponsors, I don’t think 
have the partnership that we 
have with Immanuel. It’s not 
just financial. They are just 
such a part of the DNA of 
what’s happening at City of 
Refuge,” said Scoggins. “Every 
year we have always got people 
that kind of develop a sensi-
tivity for the area in which we 
serve.”

“This whole day is about 
partnering with City of Ref-
uge. We have a partnership 
that we started; Willie Jacobs 
from the (Arkansas Baptist) 
State Convention linked me 
and Neal together a couple of 
years ago,” said Mark A. (name 
withheld for security), pastor 
of missions and evangelism at 
Immanuel Baptist.

“We started praying, ‘How 
could our two churches be 
actively involved in the com-

munity to plant something in 
an area that can sometimes be 
neglected by the gospel?’” said 
Mark A. 

“We see today (April 18) as 
a come-and-see event. Hope-
fully, the next step for some 
folks might be to come and 
hear the gospel over at Neal’s 
place and then from that point 
maybe come and be more curi-
ous about the King and come 
and grow as they get connected 
with the church,” he said.

Scoggins said one of the 
most exciting things that hap-
pened during Impact Little 
Rock was that a woman named 
Eilene, who is homeless and 
had been attending City of 
Refuge on Sundays, rode the 
bus to the project in order to 
volunteer through washing 
cars.

“For about an hour and a 
half, Eilene was down there 
washing cars,” said Scoggins. 
“For me, that’s real cool be-

cause 2015 for us is the year of 
transformation.” 

“And to see her come in 
as someone who was always 
asking and always needing to 
someone who literally turns 
around and says, ‘Because 
y’all have blessed me, I want 
to bless someone else,’ … to 
me that is the story that Im-
pact Little Rock is all about,” 
he said.

Contact Caleb Yarbrough at 
caleb@arkansasbaptist.org.

About 175 ministry contacts were made and at least three individuals accepted Christ during Impact Little Rock, an outreach event sponsored by City of Refuge Community 
Church, Little Rock, and Immanuel Baptist Church, Little Rock. Photos by Tim Yarbrough

I ‘HEART’ KENSETT – First Baptist Church, Kensett, located on the outskirts 
of Searcy, held its annual I “heart” Kensett block party April 25 at Cowen Park in 
Kensett. The event attracted nearly 400 people and included games for children, 
free food and much more. This year I “ heart” Kensett was part of the Arkansas 
Baptist State Convention’s greater Searcy outreach called “Connect.”

Photos by Caleb Yarbrough



May 7, 20158 

Thank you, Dr. Floyd. 
We are praying 
along with you.

On behalf of Arkansas Baptists, 
Dr. J.D. “Sonny” Tucker and the 
Executive Board staff of the Arkansas 
Baptist State Convention, we would 
like to thank Dr. Ronnie Floyd for his 
service as President of the Southern 
Baptist Convention. We are grate-
ful for his leadership, vision and pas-
sion to see more people reached with 
the Gospel. His desire for spiritual 
awakening has stirred our hearts 
and moved thousands to commit to 
extraordinary prayer in visible union 
for God’s Spirit to move.

described as having the po-
tential to be an “epic night 
of prayer.” Floyd has called 
on 11 pastors, representing 
a variety of backgrounds and 
ages, to help lead the service, 
which also will feature music 
by the Cross Church band 
and choir.

“It’s going to be a tremen-
dous night,” he said. “It’s one 
that I would just pray to God 
that every Southern Baptist 
could participate in.”

Floyd added, “This is a tre-
mendous time. ... It’s a mo-
ment of great season. It’s a 
significant moment. And it’s 
a moment Southern Baptists 
cannot pass on.” 

He said he hopes the eve-
ning also will spark repentance 
and reconciliation. 

“We need to model before 
this country what it’s like for 
the men and women of the 
SBC – to walk together in 
unity,” he said, “and that’s 
what I’m committed to lead-
ing us to do.” 

Crossover Columbus
With more than 140 proj-

ects, activities and opportuni-
ties lined up, MetroColumbus 
Baptist Association (MCBA) 
Director of Missions Rich Hal-
combe said Columbus will be 
ready for this year’s Crossover 
on Saturday, June 13 – the an-
nual evangelistic outreach by 
Southern Baptists in the host 
city of the annual meeting.

Seventy-three local MCBA 
churches are involved in the 
effort and will be leading local 
outreach in their communi-
ties, Halcombe said.

“With the local Church as 
the lead, follow-up is built into 
the designed system for Cross-
over Columbus,” said Hal-
combe, noting the city’s Lin-
den neighborhood will be an 
area of focus during Crossover.

The North American Mis-
sion Board (NAMB) and 
MCBA are partnering together 
along with churches through-
out the host city, as well as 
volunteers from churches 
throughout North America. 

Halcombe said Crossover 
could have a positive impact 
on the association, which has 
already grown with the addi-

tion of 63 new churches in the 
past decade. But success will 
hinge on strong volunteer as-
sistance.

For an overview, or to learn 
more about preparing to par-
ticipate in Crossover Colum-
bus, visit namb.net/crossover. 
For additional information 
about Crossover, visit cross-
overcolumbus.org. Collegiate 
groups can learn about oppor-
tunities at forcolumbus.org.

SBC business
Messengers gathering at 

the Greater Columbus Con-
vention Center will consider 
a variety of recommendations 
during the annual meeting. 
Among them:

– A new name for Golden 
Gate Baptist Theological Semi-
nary. Prompted by its decision 
to relocate its primary campus 

to the Los Angeles area from 
the San Francisco area, the 
seminary has requested that 
its name be changed to Gate-
way Seminary of the Southern 
Baptist Convention.

– An amended North Amer-
ican Mission Board ministry 
statement to include planting 
churches overseas in coopera-
tion with the International Mis-
sion Board (IMB). Messengers 
approved a similar amendment 
change to the IMB’s ministry 
statement in 2011 to allow it 
to assist with unreached people 
groups in the U.S. and Cana-
da. The amended NAMB state-
ment is expected to relate par-
ticularly to military chaplains 
stationed at bases overseas.

– SBC bylaw amendments 
to allow for the potential use 
of electronic voting devices in 
the convention hall, after this 

year’s meeting in Columbus, 
and to establish a quorum for 
voting on all matters of SBC 
business as those present at 
the time of a ballot.

Pastors’ Conference
With the theme He Must 

Increase, the June 14-15 Pas-
tors’ Conference will welcome 
pastors and their wives for a 
two-day event of preaching, 
worship and prayer at the con-
vention center. 

Southern Baptist Pastors’ 
Conference President Wil-
liam Rice said he hopes the 
conference will focus less on 
style and ministry fads and 
more on Jesus – “His glory, 
the mission to make Him 
known among the nations and 
in our own country.” While 

continued from page one
SBC PREVIEW

See COLUMBUS page 9
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methodologies, leadership, 
strategies and worship styles 
can be good things, he said it’s 
important they remain in the 
right place.

The Pastors’ Conference is 
free and requires no registra-
tion. To learn more about this 
year’s schedule, sponsors and 
theme, visit sbcpc.net.

Sending Celebration
This year’s annual meeting 

will feature a Sending Celebra-
tion, a joint commissioning 
service Wednesday, June 17. 
The IMB and NAMB will cel-
ebrate commissioning overseas 
missionaries and North Amer-
ican church planters. 

Keynote speakers will in-
clude Floyd, IMB President 
David Platt and NAMB Presi-
dent Kevin Ezell, with Shane 
& Shane as the featured wor-
ship leaders.

Send NA luncheon
During its fifth annual 

Send North America lun-
cheon, NAMB will highlight 
its partnership with Southern 
Baptists to push back lostness 
throughout North America. 
The luncheon also will provide 
an opportunity for Baptists 
to learn more about how the  
IMB and NAMB are working 

more closely to better serve the 
convention. 

The event will be held in 
the convention center’s Bat-
telle Grand Ballroom at noon, 
Monday, June 15. The lunch is 
free, but seating is limited. At-
tendees must register and have 
a ticket to attend. Tickets are 
available at snaluncheon.com. 

Ministers’ wives
Ministers’ wives attending 

the SBC meeting will be able 
to attend a variety of women’s 
events based on the theme 
Radiant, from Exodus 34, 
including a Ministers’ Wives 
Luncheon, Pastors’ Wives 
Conference and a Women’s 
Expo. 

The Ministers’ Wives’ 
Luncheon will be June 16 in 
the Hyatt Regency Ballroom 
adjacent to the convention 
center. The event will feature 
guest speaker Angie Smith, 
an author and the wife of 
Todd Smith, lead singer of 
Dove Award-winning group 
Selah. The guest musician is 
TaRanda Greene. Luncheon 
tickets can be purchased by 
clicking “Ministers’ Wives’ 
Luncheon” or contacting 
Mary Cox at mary.cox@north-
metro.net. 

Focus on hunger relief
Global Hunger Relief 

(GHR), the Southern Baptist 
campaign to combat hunger 

in the U.S. and worldwide, 
will participate in the annual 
meeting program for the first 
time on Wednesday morning, 
June 17. 

A cooperative initiative of 
seven Southern Baptist nation-
al partners, GHR is a way for 
people to get directly involved 
in fighting hunger crises that 
impact millions worldwide 
today. During the report and 
at their booth in the exhibit 
hall, GHR will promote Glob-
al Hunger Sunday on Oct. 11 
and draw attention to what 
Southern Baptists are doing to 
counter the hunger problem. 
Visit globalhungerrelief.com 
to learn more about GHR and 
resources for Global Hunger 
Sunday.

Wellness center
GuideStone Financial Re-

sources will offer a wellness 
center during the annual 
meeting. Messengers can visit 
the exhibit hall to take advan-
tage of the wellness center’s 
services. GuideStone also will 
offer retirement and insur-
ance meetings during the SBC 
meeting and Pastors’ Confer-
ence June 15-17. 

Registration
Register online at sbcannu-

almeeting.net under the “Mes-
sengers” tab. After completing 
online registration, each mes-
senger will receive an eight-

digit registration code to pres-
ent at the annual meeting’s ex-
press registration lane. There, 
the registration code can be 
entered into a computer and a 
name tag will be printed.

Resolutions
Messengers planning to 

propose resolutions must 
submit them no later than 
15 days prior to the annual 
meeting. Detailed guidelines 
on submitting resolutions are 
available at sbcannualmeet-
ing.net under the “Messen-
gers” tab. Resolutions may be 
submitted online but must be 
followed up by a letter of cre-
dentials from the submitter’s 
church.

Children, students
Registration is open for 

preschool child care, Giant 
Cow Children’s Ministries, 
Children in Action Missions 
Camp and Youth on Mission 
in conjunction with the an-
nual meeting.

Southern Baptist disaster 
relief child care volunteers will 
care for preschoolers; Giant 
Cow Children’s Ministries 
(formerly Children’s Con-
ferences International) and 
Woman’s Missionary Union 
will guide the Children in 
Action Missions Camp and 
Youth on Mission curricula 
and activities.

Preschool child care and 
activities for children who 
have completed grades one 
through six will be held at the 
convention center. Youth who 
have completed grades seven 
through 12 will worship each 
morning at the convention 
center before going into the 
community for hands-on mis-
sion projects.

Preregistration is required 
and available online at sb-
cannualmeeting.net under 
the “Children/Youth” tab. 
Early registration is encour-
aged as space is limited. No 
on-site registration will be 
accepted.

130,000 DOP inserts mailed
MORE THAN 130,000 bul-
letin inserts are in the mail 
headed to churches across the 
state for use May 17 on the Ar-
kansas Baptist News (ABN) Day 
of Prayer.

Arkansas Baptists are en-
couraged to pray during the 
month of May for the work of 
their state Baptist newspaper, 
as well as for the work being 
done across the Natural State 
through the ministry of Ar-
kansas Baptist 
churches and 
institutions.

“While the 
ABN staff and 
board of di-
rectors desire 
your prayers as 
we seek to fur-
ther the gospel 
through our own work, we also 
want to draw attention to the 
wide range of kingdom work 
being done by Arkansas Bap-
tists throughout the state,” 
said Tim Yarbrough, ABN edi-
tor/executive director.

“Arkansas Baptists each 
week report to us about how 
God is at work in their church-
es and communities, and we 
are honored to be able to draw 
attention to and celebrate 
His deeds through the Day of 
Prayer on May 17,” Yarbrough 
said. 

The focal Scripture passage 
of this year’s Day of Prayer is 2 
Chronicles 7:14 (ESV): “If my 

people who are called by my 
name humble themselves, and 
pray and seek my face and turn 
from their wicked ways, then I 
will hear from heaven and will 
forgive their sin and heal their 
land.”

“This verse parallels the Ar-
kansas Baptist State Conven-
tion’s current focus on prayer 
for revival and awakening,” 
Yarbrough said. “America is in 
desperate need of revival. May 

it start with 
Arkansas Bap-
tists!”

In recogni-
tion of the 
2015 ABN Day 
of Prayer, a spe-
cial bulletin 
insert will be 
mailed to all 

Arkansas Baptist churches for 
distribution on May 17 or the 
following Sunday. 

The insert is being pro-
duced by the ABN in coopera-
tion with the Arkansas Baptist 
State Convention executive 
and administrative team.

Members of the ABN staff 
and board of directors are 
available to speak on May 17 
or other times during May to 
support the emphasis. To re-
quest a speaker for a Sunday 
morning or evening service 
or a Wednesday night ser-
vice, please contact the ABN
at abn@arkansasbaptist.org or 
501-376-4791, ext. 5153.

PRAY for revival in Arkansas 
and the work of Arkansas Baptists as they 
proclaim JESUS CHRIST to the nations

Subscribe today to read inspiring stories of God’s work in Arkansas!

Your church can support the ABN through an 
Every Resident Family Plan – only $7.75 per 
family for an entire year! 

Individual subscriptions are $15 for print 
and $8 for digital. 

Arkansas Baptist News: Your partner in ministry!

Telling the story of Arkansas Baptists since 1901
www.arkansasbaptist.org  •  800-838-2272, ext. 5153

Day of
Prayer

- 2 Chronicles 7:14 (ESV)

IF MY PEOPLE who are called 
by my name

humble themselves, and PRAY
and seek my face and turn from
their wicked ways, then I will 

hear from
 heavenand will FORGIVE

their sin and HEAL
their land.

Your 2014 gifts made a world of difference in . . . 
 

Church Planting: 28 new congregations were started, 60 church 
planters were coached on a monthly basis, and 16 men graduated from 
the Hispanic Bible Institute. 50 baptisms were reported on last year‛s 
Annual Church Profile by 9 of those 28 new church plants.  
 

Collegiate & Young Leaders: 687 collegians were involved in missions in  
45 countries and 27 states. 1,377 students received training in 
evangelism.  
 

Disaster Relief: 21,250 meals were served, 367 projects completed,  
1,160 ministry contacts were made, 4 salvations were recorded, and  
816 new volunteers were trained.  
 

Community Missions: 691 babies were saved from abortion through 
Pregnancy Care Centers, 170 professions of faith were recorded during 
Arkansas mission projects, and 47 students participated as KALEO 
summer missionaries across Arkansas.  
 

Arkansas Baptist Children‛s Homes and Family Ministries: 79 children 
were cared for at Arkansas Baptist Home for Children in Monticello.  
134 children were ministered to in 3 emergency shelters. 9 moms and  
13 children were cared for at the new Jonesboro Family Care Home.  
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  PASTOR
First Baptist Church, Green Forest, a 

Southern Baptist church, seeking a full-
time or bi-vocational pastor. Send 
resumes to First Baptist Church, P.O. Box 
550, Green Forest, AR 72638, Attn: Jewell 
F. Smith. 

The First Baptist Church of Diamond City 
is prayerfully seeking a bi-vocational or 
semiretired pastor for a small church 
body. Send resume to dlr8685@gmail.com 
or P.O. Box 1084, Diamond City, AR 72630.

The First Baptist Church of Casa is seeking 
a full-time or bi-vocational pastor. 
Three-bedroom, two-bath brick parson-
age furnished. Please send resumes to John 
Young, 27311 East St. Highway 10, Ola, AR 
72853 or email to johnandnancy@arkwest.
com. Phone number: 479-477-2900. Fol-
low the Lord’s lead! 

First Baptist Church at Ringgold, La., is 
seeking a full-time pastor. Please send 
resumes to Pastor Search Committee, P.O. 
Box 566, Ringgold, LA 71068. Resumes re-
ceived between now and May 15, 2015, will 

be considered. Please pray for our church 
and our committee. 

First Baptist Church, El Dorado, is 
prayerfully seeking to fill the position of 
senior pastor. Email resumes to fbcel-
dorado201@gmail.com or mail to Pastor 
Search Committee, 100 E. Peach St., Suite 
350, El Dorado, AR  71730.    

Reynolds Baptist Church, Little Rock, is a 
small church in search of a bi-vocational 
pastor. Mail inquiries to Reynolds Baptist 
Church, 7111 Fourche Dam Pike, Little Rock, 
AR 72206, Attn: Pastor Search Committee. 

Bi-vocational or semiretired 
pastor, small church in musical Ozark 
tourist town. Email kenw@mvtel.net. Re-
sume to Sylamore Baptist Church, P.O. Box 
1596, Mountain View, AR 72560.

First Baptist of Tuckerman is seeking a 
full-time or bi-vocational pastor. 
Please send resume to FBC, P.O. Box 1188, 
Tuckerman, AR 72473.

New Hope Baptist Church in Jay, Okla., 
is prayerfully seeking a full-time pastor. 
Please send resumes to newhopebaptist-
jay@gmail.com.

  OTHER STAFF POSITIONS
FBC, Pea Ridge, is prayerfully seeking a 

part-time children’s ministry direc-
tor to lead volunteers and kids birth-sixth 
grade. Salary commensurate with experi-
ence. Request more information or send re-
sumes: al@prfbc.org or call 479-451-8192. 

The North Central Baptist Association is 
prayerfully accepting resumes for an as-
sociational missionary. Resumes will 
be accepted until Aug. 1, and they can be 
mailed to the attention of the Search Com-
mittee at P.O. Box 446, Clinton, AR 72031. 
For more information, please email Chair-
man Billy Reece at billytreece@hotmail.
com. 

Pleasant Hill Baptist in Sardis seeking 
part-time minister of music. Please 
send resumes to PHBC, Attn: Resume, 
24310 N. Sardis Road, Bauxite, AR 72011 or 
phbc.music@gmail.com. 

Ruddell Hill Baptist in Batesville is 
seeking a part-time youth minister. 
Resumes may be sent to 805 Bethesda 
Road, Batesville, AR 72501 or ruddellhill-

pastor@gmail.com. 
Calvary Baptist, Little Rock, seeking ap-

plications for pastor’s secretary. Infor-
mation may be sent to calvary@cbclr.org. 

Calvary Baptist Church is accepting re-
sumes for an interim minister to stu-
dents, beginning January 2015.  Resumes 
may be sent to office@calvarymo.com or P.O. 
Box 421, Republic, MO 65738, Attn: Person-
nel Team. For more information, call 417-
732-1405. 

Southside Baptist Church, Paris, Texas, 
seeks full-time music minister.  Blend-
ed worship service. Help with youth band 
on Wednesdays. Send resumes to bnorris@
suddenlink.net. 

Southern Heights Baptist Church is cur-
rently seeking both a full-time youth 
pastor and a full-time worship 
leader. Resumes may be sent to shbc@
windstream.net or to 279 Highway 221 S., 
Berryville, AR 72616.

Union Valley Baptist Church of Beebe is 
seeking a full-time minister of music 
to lead our blended worship services. Locat-
ed in central Arkansas, Union Valley has an 

average worship attendance of 500. This 
individual will be responsible for direct-
ing adult and youth choirs, as well as the 
praise band. Send resume to timsparks@
centurytel.net.

  MISCELLANEOUS 

Sonshine Mountain Retreat 
Center invites you to schedule your next 
retreat atop beautiful Sonshine Mountain 
in Mountainburg. Call 479-369-4260 or 
visit SonshineMountainRetreat.com. 

Two condos for rent in Destin, Fla. 
Two bedrooms, two baths. Email: lbram-
mer@charter.net. Phone: 423-309-4422. 

Fort Walton Beach condo, sleeps 
eight, 20 percent discount. 501.920.7205.

Davis Church Pew Upholstery, 
30-plus years experience. Melton and 
Sandra Davis, Quitman, Miss.,  601-776-
6617.

C l a s s i f i e d s

Submit a classi� ed:
arkansasbaptist.org/

submit-a-classi� ed

Clear Creek Assoc. holds weeklong crusade
CLEAR CREEK Baptist As-
sociation recently held a week-
long crusade with the theme 
Every 1 Matters.

Evangelist Sammy Tippit 
served as speaker, and Chris 
Brown, worship pastor at 
Southside Baptist Church, 
Alma, led worship. In addi-
tion, a number of well-known 
individuals shared their testi-
monies. They included Matt 
Howard, Operation Iraqi Free-
dom veteran and 2012 Army 
National Guard Noncommis-
sioned Officer of the Year; 
Matt Mosler, former meteorol-
ogist at KARK in Little Rock 
and current staff member of 
New Life Church; Ryan Nye, 
former major league baseball 
player; Gary Baxter, mayor of 

Mulberry and a retired United 
States Air Force officer; Drew 
Cone, former football player 
for Southern Ar-
kansas University 
and the Dallas 
Cowboys, and 
Bill Burnett, for-
mer Arkansas Ra-
zorback football 
player. 

The first day of 
the crusade kicked 
off at the Univer-
sity of the Ozarks 
in Clarksville on 
Sunday, April 
5, with a special 
service focused 
on high school and college 
students. Events followed in 
Clarksville on April 6-7, Ozark 

on April 8-9 and Van Buren 
on April 10-11.

Tom Dicus, evangelism com-
mittee chairman 
for Clear Creek 
Baptist Associa-
tion and pastor 
of Second Baptist 
Church, Clarks-
ville, said Clear 
Creek Baptist As-
sociation spans 
Johnson, Frank-
lin and Crawford 
counties.

“Our former 
associational mis-
sionary, Marty 
Black, and the 

evangelism committee were 
praying about ways to reach 
our community when we de-

JONESBORO – Central 
Baptist Church, Jones-
boro, held a grand open-
ing celebration May 3 for 
its preschool/children’s 
wing at the church’s Cen-
tral campus. The event in-
cluded tours through the 
new facility, free food and 
drinks, bounce houses and 
slides, as well as a gaming 
station.

cided on an area-wide cru-
sade,” he said. “We felt that 
instead of expecting people 
to drive 30 miles or more to 
a venue, we would have two 
nights each in each area of the 
association.”

Dicus said the evangelism 
committee’s desire was for 
lives, families and communi-
ties to be changed because 
“Every 1 Matters.”

“I think the people who 
were there were really im-
pacted. … It really made them 
think about their walk with 
God and their witness. I think 
some people are really recom-
mitted to living for the Lord,” 
Dicus said.

Ryan Nye, former major 
league baseball player, shares 
his testimony.

Central unveils 
children’s wing
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PERRYVILLE – Thornburg 
Baptist Church in Perryville 
celebrated its 100th anniversa-
ry April 26. Jimmy Corder de-
livered the anniversary message 
in the morning service, which 
was attended by 127 people. A 
celebration service was held 
in the afternoon following a 
potluck dinner. Gary Hawkins 
delivered the celebration mes-
sage. 

Thornburg Baptist Church, 
formerly known as the Mis-

sionary Baptist Church of 
Jesus Christ, was organized in 
1915. 

Records for the church 
were lost or destroyed by fire 
on more than one occasion. 
But the church’s history lives 
on through remaining records 
and the memories of those in-
volved.

The first services were held 
in a wooden two-story build-
ing used for community activi-
ties. The church used the first 

floor. The building was badly 
damaged during a storm in 

1921 and was rebuilt as a one-
story structure. Rock veneer 
was installed. The land it was 
on was sold to the church in 
1944. In the early 1960s, the 
rock building was torn down, 
and a concrete block building 
was erected. The church build-
ing did not have water until 
1980 when a well was drilled 
on the church property. City 
water came to Thornburg in 
1994. In the mid-1990s, the 
building was remodeled. It 

was renovated in 2013, and 
the church has plans for future 
expansion. 

The strength of the church 
has been its commitment to 
missions. The church is in-
volved in camps, revivals, vaca-
tion Bible school and financial 
support of many things.

There have been 31 former 
pastors and two interims. Tom 
Stover has been the pastor of 
the church since December 
2007.

Obituaries
Clinton Ira Morrison, 69, 

of Harrison, 
died April 25. 
He served with 
the Arkansas 
Baptist Chil-
dren’s Homes 
and Family  
M i n i s t r i e s  
(ABCHomes) 

for 25 years. He served as a 
caseworker at the Arkansas 
Baptist Home for Children 
in Monticello from 1979 to 
1985. In 1985, he became the 
Harrison area director for AB-
CHomes and, upon its open-
ing in 1989, he became the Ar-
kansas Baptist Boys Ranch di-
rector. He maintained a dual 
membership in Bear Creek 
Springs Baptist Church, Har-
rison, and The Tabernacle in 
Branson, a Messianic Jewish 
congregation. He served in the 
United States Marine Corps 
as bodyguard for Secretary of 
State William Rogers during 
the Vietnam Era. He earned 

his Doctor of Education de-
gree from New Orleans Baptist 
Theological Seminary. He was 
preceded in death by his moth-
er.  He is survived by his wife 
of 39 years, Laura, a son, four 
sisters and his father. Funeral 
services were held April 29 at 
Bear Creek Springs Baptist 
Church. Interment took place 
in New Hope Baptist Church 
Cemetery in Omaha. 

James Harold “Jigs” Can-
non, 90, died 
April 22 in 
Nashville. He 
served in the 
U.S. Navy dur-
ing World War 
II, was a gradu-
ate of Ouachita 
Baptist Univer-
sity in Arkadel-

phia and attended Southwest-
ern Baptist Theological Semi-
nary in Fort Worth, Texas. He 
pastored multiple churches in 
Arkansas and a church in Mis-
sissippi. He retired as direc-
tor of missions of Little River 
Baptist Association and was 

involved in the jail ministry 
at the Sevier County Court-
house. He was a member of 
First Baptist Church, Lockes-
burg. He was preceded in 
death by three brothers, three 
sisters and a half brother. He 
is survived by his wife, Wilma 
Priest Cannon, two daugh-
ters, a son, five grandchildren, 
four great-grandchildren, two 
step-granddaughters, a step-
grandson and a sister. Funeral 
services were held April 25 at 
First Baptist Church. Burial 
followed at Odd Fellows Cem-
etery in Lockesburg. 

Phyllis Katherine Powers, 
80, died April 
20 in Harrison. 
She was the 
wife of Edward 
L. Powers, for-
mer director 
of missions for 
White River 
Baptist Asso-

ciation. She and her husband 
ministered together to many 
churches in Arkansas, Texas 
and Michigan through the 
years. She served on the reor-
ganization committee for the 
Arkansas Baptist State Con-
vention and on the Woman’s 
Missionary Union (WMU) ex-
ecutive board. She served on 
the board of directors for the 
associational and state WMU 
for many years. She worked 

with children in the Awana 
program at Eagle Heights 
Baptist Church in Harrison, 
where she was a member. She 
is survived by her husband, a 
son, a daughter, five grandchil-
dren, six great-grandchildren, 
three sisters and a brother. 
Services were held April 25 at 
Eagle Heights Baptist Church. 
Burial followed at Maplewood 
Cemetery in Harrison. 

Jackie Eugene Wood, 58, 
died April 2. He previously 
pastored churches in Mississip-
pi and was currently serving as 
pastor of First Baptist Church, 
Luxora, where he had served 
for the past 13 years of his 29-
year ministry. He was also a 
carpenter. He is survived by 
his wife, Sandra Kay Wood, a 
son, a daughter, four brothers, 
two sisters and six grandchil-
dren. Services were held April 
3 at First Baptist Church. A 
visitation was held April 4 at 
Emmanuel Baptist Church 
in Dennis, Miss., followed 
by burial at Fairview Baptist 
Church Cemetery in Fairview, 
Miss.

Church life
Geyer Springs First Bap-

tist Church, Little Rock, 
will hold a Heritage Revival 
May 17-20. Evangelist Keith 
Wiginton will speak. Services 

Milestones

Marvin Emmons retired 
April 30 as pastor of First 
Baptist Church, Green Forest, 
where he has served as pastor 
since 2002. Royce Sweatman is 
serving as interim.

Bill Bowen was recog-
nized April 20 at Village Bap-
tist Church in Bella Vista in 
honor of his 15th anniversary 
as pastor. About 170 people 
attended the celebration. 
Among those present were 
Bowen’s wife, Jo Ann, and 
their children and grandchil-
dren. Also present were Don 
Moore, former executive di-
rector of the Arkansas Baptist 
State Convention, and his 
wife, Nita; two former secretar-
ies, and several former mem-
bers of the church. Bowen and 
his wife were given a weekend 
in Chicago.

Ordinations
First Baptist Church, De-

Witt, ordained Brad Hearn, 
Jim Craig and Bradley Har-
grove as deacons April 26.

will begin at 6 p.m., Sunday, 
May 17 and at 11:30 a.m., 
with lunch, May 18-20. For 
more information, call 501-
455-3474.

Thornburg Baptist celebrates centennial anniversary

Thornburg Baptist Church, Perryville, 
recently celebrated 100 years.
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Camp Siloam Sproing! retreat helps children grow in faith
SILOAM SPRINGS – “You are 
dirt,” exclaimed Kenny Con-
ley, speaker at Sproing! which 
is Camp Siloam’s elementary 
school retreat that took place 
April 10-12 in Siloam Springs.  
Conley was teaching the par-
able of the sower in Matthew 
13. He was describing what 
Jesus taught His disciples 
about how to respond to His 
message.  

“Ultimately, the gospel 
should grow when we hear it, 
but it doesn’t because of rocks 
or thorns. What are the rocks 
that prevent the seed from tak-
ing root?” asked Conley before 
he sent the campers to a group 
discussion.  

Christian Brown, a camper 
from First Baptist Church, 
Jenny Lind, got the message.  

“I learned that the seed has 
life-change and potential,” he 
said. 

“It has changed me as a per-

son. I was following Jesus, but 
not acting right.”

Sproing! is a retreat created 
by Camp Siloam to introduce 
children to camp and help 
children’s leaders deepen the 
faith of their children.  

“I could describe (Spro-
ing!) in two words: ‘powerful’ 
and ‘excellence,’” said Me-
lissa Ratliff, children’s pastor 
at Second Baptist Church of 
Jacksonville. 

“Camp Siloam keeps 
doing things with excellence. 
I watched several campers as 
they talked about the ‘rocks in 
their life.’ A fourth-grader said 
in her life, ‘social media is the 
rocks.’”

“I learned you don’t want to 
let your friends get in the way 
of what you are doing,” said 
Sophie Stone, a camper from 
Heber Springs Baptist Church, 
Heber Springs. 

Sproing! is an important 

event in several ways, said 
Jason Wilkie, Camp Siloam 
executive director. First, it is 
an opportunity for first-time 
campers to be away from home 
and experience camp. Second, 
it is a way to introduce new col-
lege summer staff to Siloam’s 
camp ministry.  Third, retreat 
from daily life is important for 
everyone – no matter their age.

“Kids are really at a tran-
sitional time,” said Conley. 
“Before this age, their faith is 
borrowed from their mom and 
dad or their pastor. At this age 
– 9-12 years old – that’s not 

cutting it anymore. It’s really 
important to help students 
grapple with Scripture and 
how it applies to lives,” said 
Conley.

“Sproing! is a kick-start for 
summer during the school 
wind-down,” said Rattliff.  
“For our group, it is a way to 
create an ever-closer bond, a 
way they can see each other 
outside of school and church 
walls.”  

“The staffers are awesome. 
They help you, and they are 
fun to hang out with,” said 
Kylie Carr, a camper from 

Heber Springs Baptist Church.
Sixty campers from five 

churches in Arkansas attended 
Sproing! Twenty-seven college 
students who are serving as 
summer staffers came to Si-
loam to serve at the retreat.  

“Our year-round staff has 
worked very hard to create a 
culture of service. Jesus came 
to serve and not be served. 
Our summer staff serve with 
the heart of Jesus. I think 
campers recognize our philoso-
phy, and it makes a difference 
in the experience people have 
at Siloam,” said Wilkie. 

Caleb Reynolds (above), student at Arkansas Tech University, leads worship at Sproing! Drake Penzo (lower left), a student at the 
University of Central Arkansas, and Carli Helder, a student at the University of Arkansas, cheer with campers as they celebrate 
victory in a game.

Communications conference canceled
LITTLE ROCK – The Arkan-
sas Baptist News (ABN) and 
Arkansas Baptist State Con-
vention (ABSC)-sponsored 
communications and media 
conference has been canceled 
due to low registration.

The conference was origi-
nally scheduled for May 8 in 
Little Rock.

The team that originally 
planned the conference is 
evaluating whether or not to 
re-schedule the conference 
earlier in the year – such as 
with the first conference held 
in February 2013 – or explor-
ing periodic “webinar” or “live 
streaming” events. Nearly 70 
people from across Arkansas 
attended the 2013 conference.

“We would appreciate any 
feedback from churches re-
garding future communica-
tions events and specific needs 

they have, as well as the best 
format for participation and 
content delivery,” said Tim 
Yarbrough, ABN editor/ 
executive director. 
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Pastor/sta� motorcycle ride May 28-29
LITTLE ROCK – The third 
Arkansas Baptist pastor/
staff motorcycle ride is set for 
Thursday and Friday, May 28-
29.

Pastors and other church 
staff members interested in 
participating are asked to meet 
at 10 a.m., Thursday, May 28 
at the Arkansas Baptist State 
Convention (ABSC) Building 
in Little Rock. The group is 
expected to ride throughout 
southwest Arkansas visiting 
various mission points and 

then return to Little Rock the 
following Friday afternoon.

The pastor/staff ride is 
being hosted by J.D. “Sonny” 

Tucker, ABSC executive direc-
tor; Tim Yarbrough, editor/
executive director of the Ar-
kansas Baptist News, and Mar-
cus Brown, a member of the 
ABSC evangelism and church 
health team.

Registration for the ride is 
required. To register, visit ar-
kansasbaptist.org/ride15 by 
May 18.

For more information, 
contact Marcus Brown at 501-
376-4791, ext. 5128, or email 
mbrown@absc.org.

Retired workers meet –  
New Fellowship of Retired Baptist 
Workers officers (above) are from 
left: Ron West, first vice president; 
Pete Ramsey, president; Margaret 
Robertson, secretary, and Ken 
Jerome, second vice president. 
The Fellowship of Retired Baptist 
Workers held its annual meeting 
April 14 at Park Hill Baptist Church 
in North Little Rock. Those attend-
ing enjoyed fellowship and a meal, 
a time of praise and worship, a spe-
cial performance by the Arkansas 
Master’Singers and a message from 
Greg Addison, associate executive 
director of the Arkansas Baptist State 
Convention. Additional photos of the 
event are posted at arkansasbaptist.
org/photo-gallery.

ABN Father of Year contest announced
THE ARKANSAS BAPTIST 
News (ABN) is announcing its 
annual A Tribute to Godly Fa-
thers contest.

The issue prior to Father’s 
Day announces the winner 
and includes the winning 
tribute, which will be chosen 
based on qualities of the father 
and inspiration and readability 
of the essay submitted. 

Writers are asked to sub-

mit a brief tribute (300 words 
or less) about their father or 
another worthy father they 
know. The father’s full name 
and church home, as well as 
the phone number and email 
address of the submitter, must 
be included with the tribute. 

The father nominated must 
be a current member of an 
Arkansas Southern Baptist 
church.

The ABN will recognize 
the winning father in his local 
church and present him with a 
gift June 14.

All tributes should be re-
ceived in the ABN office no 
later than June 3. Send trib-
utes to Father of the Year Con-
test, Arkansas Baptist News, 10 
Remington Drive, Little Rock, 
AR 72204 or email them to 
jeanie@arkansasbaptist.org.



May 7, 201514 

JERRY GAY HONORED – Steven Tiner (right), pastor of Levy Baptist Church, 
North Little Rock, presents Jerry Gay (center), former executive director of the North 
Pulaski Baptist Association in North Little Rock, with a plaque. A drop-in retirement 
reception honoring Gay, was held March 29 at the association office. Gay served as 
executive director of the association for 10 years.

LITTLE ROCK – The Arkan-
sas Baptist State Convention 
(ABSC) hosted region three di-
saster relief directors and their 
associates at a disaster relief 
conference April 20-21, during 
which they discussed current 
issues, policy and procedures 
affecting the 
ministry.

“This is 
the second 
time we 
have hosted 
the Region 
Three Di-
r e c t o r s ’ 
Conference. 
At the last 
meeting, all 
the directors 
were very 
impressed with our ABSC fa-
cilities and wanted to return,” 
said Randy Garrett, ABSC di-
saster relief director.

Southern Baptist disaster 
relief is organized into regions. 
Arkansas falls into region three 
with Louisiana, Mississippi, 
Missouri, Oklahoma, South-
ern Baptists of Texas Conven-

tion and Texas Baptist Men. 
Region three is represented 
by Terry Henderson, disaster 
relief director of Texas Baptist 
Men.

Garrett said region three 
works together to strive to con-
tinue to be a pace-setter in the 

fast -paced 
d i s a s t e r 
relief com-
munity.

“ W h e n 
d i s a s t e r 
strikes, re-
gion three 
is often on 
the fore-
front with 
our inci-
dent man-
a g e m e n t 

team being first to respond,” 
Garrett said.

He explained that honoring 
the Lord through ministering 
to hurting people is the heart 
of disaster relief. He said when 
life gets really hard, Southern 
Baptist disaster relief volun-
teers bring “help, healing and 
hope.”

Disaster relief directors meet at the Arkansas 
Baptist State Convention Building.

NEIGHBORHOOD OUTREACH – 
Members of First Baptist Church, El 
Dorado, took part in the church’s God’s 
Light in Murmil Heights event April 11. 
Members visited every house – total-
ing more than 400 horses – in the local 
Murmil Heights neighborhood. They 
prayed over each house and handed 
out packages that included lightbulbs, 
information on God’s love and informa-
tion about the church. The event was 
part of a series of outreach events being 
held by the church.

TRAIL RIDE FOR CHILDREN’S – Holly Springs Baptist Church and 
Holly Springs United Methodist Church sponsored the Terry “Taco” Howard 
Memorial Trail Ride and ATV Ride April 4. More than 100 people took part 
in the ride. Along with the ride, a barbecue meal and an auction drew more 
participants. In addition, a soup and chili meal took place the evening before 
the ride. All proceeds went to Arkansas Children’s Hospital. Holly Springs 
United Methodist also donates proceeds from a yard sale to the hospital. 
Since 2011, the churches have raised more than $40,000 for the hospital. 
Tristan Chelette (left) with his mother, Julie Amerson, took part in the trail 
ride. Tristan has been a patient at Arkansas Children’s Hospital for 12 years. 
Photos courtesty of Julie Amerson

HISPANIC REVIVAL – More than 100 people attended the final day of revival services celebrating the third anniversary of 
Iglesia Bautista Luz Divina in Hot Springs Saturday, April 18. Several area churches were involved April 17-18, including churches 
from De Queen, Hope, Hot Springs, Malvern, Gurdon and Little Rock. A group from Texas led singing. Pictured from left: Rudy 
Gutierrez, pastor of Primera Iglesia Bautista, Arkadelphia; Ruben Isturiz, pastor of Iglesia Bautista Emanuel, Little Rock; Eusebio 
Hernandez, interim leader at Iglesia Bautista Emanuel, De Queen; Pedro Escobar, pastor of Iglesia Bautista Rey de Gloria, Gurdon; 
Charles Purtle, pastor of Iglesia Bautista Calvario, Hope, and Fernando Amaya, pastor of Mision Bautista Principe de Paz, Hope.

ABSC hosts disaster 
relief conference

MARION, N.C. – The 
2015 Campers on Mission 
national rally will be held 
June 16-18 at Tom John-
son’s Rally Park, Marion, 
N.C. The event will include 

breakout sessions, spiritual 
speakers and Christian en-
tertainers. For more infor-
mation, visit North Caro-
lina Campers on Mission at 
campersonmission.org.

COM rally set for June in NC

ACROSS ARKANSAS
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Doug Hibbard
pastor

First Baptist
Almyra

“Shut the front door!” 
Here in Almyra, it’s a common re-

frain. Living out among the rice and 
soybean fields of the Arkansas Grand 
Prairie, leaving the door open too long 
invites the hordes of mosquitoes to 
come in and feast. 
Malachi 1:10 tells 
us of a time when 
God wanted the 
doors to His Tem-
ple shut, though 
He was not con-
cerned about mos-
quitoes.

Rather, God was declar-
ing that the Temple would 
be better off shut down 
than filled with useless 
fire and poor sacrifices. 
He was not barring hordes 
of insects, but something 
far, far worse: empty wor-
ship that did not reflect 
His glory. 

Why did it matter? 
First, the sacrifices and 
offerings brought by the 
people showed their low view of the 
Lord God. Note the rebuke in Malachi 
1:8: The people were bringing to God 
gifts they would never give to their gov-
ernor. This showed that their hope was 
tied more to their government than to 
the Lord God. 

Second, the priests were bring-

ing these sacrifices on behalf of the 
people. By doing so, the priests were 
teaching the people that God could 
be approached casually. Rather than 
learning to honor God, the people 
were being taught that God could be 

treated lightly.
It is noteworthy 

that Malachi was 
written a few gen-
erations after Hag-
gai. Haggai was 
used by God to 
restart the Temple 
building process, 

but by the time Malachi 
comes, the Temple has 
become mundane to the 
Israelites. They have be-
come so comfortable with 
the presence of God that 
they no longer revere Him.

Sadly, this diminished 
their hope in the Lord 
God. How so? If God is 
great and mighty, which 
He is, then He is the right 
place to set all of our 

hopes. If God is no greater than any-
one else, then we need to place our 
hopes elsewhere.

The Israelites showed a confused 
hope by their offerings. What do we 
show with our offerings? Show a true 
hope by offering your life fully to 
Christ. 

At this point, most Christians I 
know claim the words that Jesus told 
the crowd of men gathered around the 
woman caught in adultery: “Let him 
who is without sin among you be the 
first to throw a stone at her” (John 8:7). 

Why would Jesus 
say that? They were 
not spiritual!

Let’s define a 
“spiritual” person 
as “a person who 
stands redeemed 
before the throne 
of the true and 

living God and walks in 
Truth as God knows it to 
be.” That means as I obey 
the Word of God, I have 
the power to walk in free-
dom of the Word. If I am 
not obeying, it is time to 
back up and ask the Holy 
Spirit to reveal my sin. I 
repent, and then freedom 
returns. That is one who 
is spiritual.

Let’s seek to be spiritual! Then as 
we see others struggling in sin, with 
love and gentleness, we encourage 
them to know the Truth that allows 
them to have the power to walk in 
freedom.

Some of my greatest blessings have 
been fellow servants lovingly encourag-
ing me to confess sin.

Detra Thomas
speaker

A Heart for Home Ministries
Fort Smith

What does “faithful” mean? This les-
son will be delivered the Sunday before 
Memorial Day – the day we remember 
those whose lives were lost in the es-
tablishment and defense of this nation. 
What can we learn about being faithful?

“Faithful” is 
standing by your 
commitments, even 
to your own detri-
ment (Psa. 15:4). 
“Faithful” is keep-
ing what is right 
ever before you, no 
matter the actions 
of others. “Faithful” is re-
membering who brought 
you this far and staying 
committed to that One.

“Faithful” is what the 
people of Judah were not. 
Malachi speaks the Word 
of the Lord to them, calling 
out their detestable actions 
(Mal. 2:11) and declaring 
their punishment of sepa-
ration from the presence of 
God (Mal. 2:12-13). This 
judgment would stand, God declared, 
even if they presented offerings.

 “Faithful” isn’t something that is pur-
chased with gifts. Malachi 2:14 parallels 
God’s Covenant with marriage, where 
devotion of the heart can’t be replaced 
with gifts. Just as no amount of material 
gifts can make up for a treacherously be-

having spouse, so the offerings brought 
by Israel were not enough to restore 
their Covenant relationship with God. 
Their hearts needed to be made new.

“Faithful” is continuing to walk in 
that covenant, though the years have 

brought new chal-
lenges. The people 
of Judah were con-
templating a return 
to idolatry (Mal. 
2:10-11), forget-
ting the Covenant 
they’d walked in for 
so long. The Lord 

sent Malachi to warn them.
“Faithful” is honoring 

not just the primary Cove-
nant, the one between the 
people and their God, but 
also the outgrowth of that 
Covenant. Malachi high-
lights that the people had 
not only behaved treacher-
ously toward God, but also 
toward one another.

“Faithful” is what we are 
called to be. It should be 

the cornerstone of our relationship with 
God, faithful, unflinching, undiluted.

“Faithful,” finally, is what God has 
always been to His Word, His Cove-
nant and His people. Even when we 
were sinners and Christ died for us 
(Rom. 5:8), He was always faithful. 

Let us be found faithful.

I love Philippians! I memorized it for 
the first time in college. I memorized 
it again after the birth of my seventh 
child. Did you know raising children 
causes memory loss? This Book is rich 
with practical words for living the 
Christian life.

Philippians 2 
reminds us that 
Jesus is our exam-
ple in all things. 
Sometimes – well, 
actually a lot of 
times – working 
with other Chris-
tians can be an exercise 
in trial and tribulation, 
rather than a great adven-
ture of fellowship of the 
brethren. So, what is the 
key to working together 
in unity? The example of 
our Savior. We must let 
the mind of Christ be ac-
tive in us.

Jesus came with one 
goal in mind: obedience to 
the Father, to accomplish 
His will (Phil. 2:5-8). The will of the 
Father is the same today. 

In 2 Peter 3:9, we are reminded that 
He is “not wishing that any should 
perish, but that all should reach repen-
tance.” 

Jesus paid the debt of sin. We are to 
share the news! It’s hard to share the 

news if we are too busy arguing with 
each other.

When Paul tells us that we are to 
operate as a unit without griping and 
mumbling under our breath, it’s not 
because he is a tired parent at the 

end of a long day. 
There is a secret! 
By submitting our 
will to accomplish 
the Father’s mis-
sion, we give the 
world an impres-
sive view. 

What is it that 
they see? 

Have you ever been 
away from the city at 
night? 

I used to go to my 
grandmother’s in the 
summer. My favorite ac-
tivity was sleeping out-
side and looking at all 
the stars. Occasionally, I 
would see a shooting star. 
It was spectacular!

What view is your 
church giving to your community? Is 
it the view of the sky in the city, where 
you look and focus and see only a few 
stars? Or do you operate with the mind 
of Christ, allowing the community to 
stop in their tracks at the spectacular 
display?

It starts with you and me!

Detra Thomas
speaker

A Heart for Home Ministries
Fort Smith

True hope 
MALACHI 1:1-11

EXPLORE THE BIBLE

MAY 24, 2015

Doug Hibbard
pastor

First Baptist
Almyra

In today’s passages in Galatians, 
Paul is addressing the liberty we have 
in Christ. Evidently, some of the 
saints were interpreting their new-
found liberty in Christ as the free-
dom to do whatever they wanted to 
do. 

We find that 
behavior preva-
lent in the Church 
today as well. And 
just as it did then, 
even now it causes 
chaos and offenses 
and leads to divi-
sion.

2 Corinthians 3:17 says, 
“Now the Lord is the Spir-
it, and where the Spirit of 
the Lord is, there is free-
dom.” 

So, maybe we need to 
define “spiritual liberty.” 
It is not the freedom to 
do whatever I like. It is the 
power to do what is right. 
Wow! That would explain 
a lot. Well, here we are in the middle 
of a conflict in the Church. What is to 
be done?

The first six verses of Galatians 6 
give us a blueprint. 

Galatians 6:1 says, “Brothers, if any-
one is caught in any transgression, you 
who are spiritual should restore him in 
a spirit of gentleness.” 

Stick with service
GALATIANS 5:13-15; 6:1-5,10

BIBLE STUDIES FOR LIFE

Faithful 
MALACHI 2:10-17

EXPLORE THE BIBLE

Stick with humility
PHILIPPIANS 2:1-5, 13-15

BIBLE STUDIES FOR LIFE

MAY 17, 2015
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