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Messengers gather
for 162nd meeting

Craig Hamilton, director of bands and coordinator of instrumental studies, plays the trumpet during a performance by the 
Ouachita Baptist University Choir Tuesday evening during the Arkansas Baptist State Convention Annual Meeting held at Hot 
Springs Baptist Church in Hot Springs. Photo by Caleb Yarbrough

GuideStone wins appeal
in contraceptive care suit 
DALLAS – The U.S. Supreme 
Court agreed Nov. 6 to hear 
appeals by several ministries, 
including GuideStone Fi-
nancial Resources, to a U.S. 
Department of Health and 
Human Services mandate that 
would require certain minis-
tries served by GuideStone 
to provide abortion-causing 
drugs and devices or face crip-
pling penalties.

The Supreme Court’s deci-
sion to hear the appeal means 
that ministries continue to be 
protected from sanctions until 
at least June 2016, when a final 
ruling is rendered.

The announcement is wel-
come news, said Harold R. 
Loftin Jr., general counsel for 
GuideStone.

“We are grateful that the 
Supreme Court has agreed to 

hear our appeal,” Loftin said. 
“We trust the court will pro-
vide a fair hearing of our argu-
ments early in 2016 and look 
forward to the resolution of 
the case.”

The Supreme Court’s deci-
sion to hear the case was ex-
pected by legal observers after 
the St. Louis-based 8th Circuit 
Court of Appeals ruled in Sep-
tember in favor of a group of 
ministries seeking relief from 
the mandate. The 8th Circuit’s 
decision broke with decisions 
by most other circuit courts, 
including a three-judge panel 
of the 10th Circuit Court of 
Appeals, which ruled against 
GuideStone in its case.

GuideStone and co-plain-
tiffs Truett-McConnell Col-

See MEETING page 12

1st revival in two decades sees 139 saved
Caleb Yarbrough
Arkansas Baptist News

GREENWOOD – When 
many people, even Southern 
Baptists, hear the word “re-
vival,” their mind produces 
images of old-time preachers 
and tents full of the rural 
masses. However, 
First Baptist Church, 
Greenwood, would 
be the first church 
to testify that revival 
events are still a great 
tool for seeing people 
come to know Jesus.

Fir st  Bapt ist 
Church held their 
first revival in two decades 
Oct. 18-21. According to Jeff 
Ivey, First Baptist’s spiritual 
formation teaching pastor, 
139 people were saved and 
74 more people made re-
commitments to the Lord 
over the four-night event. 

ABSC agencies report of
God’s work across Arkansas 

Agencies 
report work
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The ABN classifieds have a new, 
more readable design!

Read them on Page 22.
The ABN classifieds are a great way to advertise for your church or business. 

You can now submit a classified ad via the ABN website at 

arkansasbaptist.org/ad
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Ivey

The event’s speaker was Ken 
Freeman, a San Antonio evan-
gelist.

“We asked our church to 
pray for revival. We have never 
had a response like that. It was 
pretty amazing,” said Ivey.

He said that First Baptist 
began praying for revival in 

January. However, at 
that time, they did not 
have a revival event 
planned.

“A few months 
into the year, Cross 
Church had had Ken 
Freeman. We are 
friends with a lot of 
their staff, and they 

recommended him. We prayed 
about it and scheduled him,” 
said Ivey. 

Ivey said the immense re-
sponse to First Baptist’s revival 
event was incredible.

“We probably averaged 
about 600 a night in revival 

and the last night had about 
800. It was enough that we 
had to simulcast into anoth-
er building on campus … 
because we couldn’t fit any 
more people in the build-
ing,” he said.

Ivey said that during the 
week of the revival event, 
Freeman spoke to about 500 
students at local middle, ju-
nior high and high schools, 
inviting the students to at-
tend First Baptist’s revival 
meeting. Nearly 100 of the 
people saved during the re-
vival were students, accord-
ing to Ivey.

“There was a real out-
spoken atheist student who 
pretty much persecuted 
our students. … As late as 
Wednesday afternoon, ...  
he was still saying he would 
never come to church, that 

HOT SPRINGS – Arkansas 
Baptists worshipped together, 
prayed together, conducted 
business, approved resolutions 
and heard inspir-
ing messages during 
their 162nd annual 
meeting held Nov. 
3-4 at Hot Springs 
Baptist Church. 

Arkansas Baptist 
State Convention 
(ABSC) leaders said 
615 messengers from 
churches across the state at-
tended, but observers placed 
the overall attendance – in-
cluding guests – at well over 
1,000. Comparatively, mes-
sengers at last year’s meeting 

in Texarkana numbered 515, 
while the 2013 meeting in Rog-
ers attracted 591 messengers. 
The ABSC does not record 

guest attendance.
The theme of the 

annual meeting was 
Everyone Matters, 
with speakers and 
convention leaders 
lifting up the theme 
in their messages.

Gary Holling-
sworth, pastor of 

Immanuel Baptist Church, 
Little Rock, was elected presi-
dent of the convention. Other 
officers elected were Sam  
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erald rainbow encircling the 
throne, the thought for my 
card came to mind. The man-
ger reminds me of His virgin 
birth, the cross reminds me of 
His horrible, bloody death for 
my sin and the throne reminds 
me of His promise of eternal 
life with Him in heaven.”

Bulger said she was saved at 
the age of 10 during a revival 
meeting. She and her hus-
band, Marvin, have been mar-
ried 58 years and moved to Ar-
kansas in 2002. They have two 
daughters, five grandchildren 
and seven great-grandchildren.

“God has blessed us far 
more than 
we deserve, 
and I ac-
knowledge 
that all good 
things come 
from His 
hand,” Bulg-
er said.

This is the 
fourth year 
the ABN 
has con-
ducted the 
C h r i s t m a s 
card contest. 

The winner of the contest has 
their card printed profession-
ally and then mailed by ABN 
staff to hundreds of colleagues 
and others in Arkansas and  
throughout the Southern Bap-
tist Convention.

GREERS FERRY – Kay Bulg-
er, a member of West Side 
First Baptist Church in Greers 
Ferry, has been named win-

ner of the Ar-
kansas Baptist 
News’ (ABN) 
2015 Christ-
mas card de-
sign contest.

Her design 
will be used 
as the newspa-
per’s official 

2015 Christmas card, which 
is mailed to Southern Baptist 
entities and colleagues.

“We are honored to have 
such a beauti-
ful Christmas 
card made by 
one of our very 
own ABN read-
ers,” said Tim 
Yarbrough, ABN 
editor/executive 
director. 

Bulger’s de-
sign depicts 
Christ’s birth, 
death and ascen-
sion. She said 
she was inspired 
to enter the con-
test while attending a Bible 
study.

“We are studying the Book 
of Revelation,” she said. “As 
we studied the Scripture in 
chapter 4 concerning the 
throne of God and the em-

NEW ABSC OFFICERS – Arkansas Baptist State Convention Executive Director 
J.D. "Sonny" Tucker prays for newly-elected convention officers, from right: Gary 
Hollingsworth, pastor of Immanuel Baptist Church, Little Rock, president; Sam 
Roberts, pastor of First Baptist Church, Stuttgart, first vice president, and Steven Bell, 
pastor of Otter Creek Community Church, Little Rock, second vice president. 

FAYETTEVILLE – Results of 
a statewide poll released Nov. 
4 show most Arkansans con-
tinue to oppose same-sex mar-
riage four months after a land-
mark U.S. Supreme Court rul-
ing made it legal.

Only 29 percent of respon-
dents said they think same-
sex marriages should be rec-
ognized, according to a poll 
sponsored by the Diane D. 
Blair Center of Southern Poli-
tics and Society at the Univer-
sity of Arkansas at Fayetteville, 
the Arkansas Democrat-Gazette 
reported.

Additionally, 63 percent of 
respondents in the poll said 
they did not think such mar-
riages should be recognized, 
while 8 percent said they did 
not know or declined to re-

Arkansans still oppose same-sex unions
spond, the newspaper report-
ed.

Just last year, when the issue 
of same-sex marriage was pend-
ing before the Arkansas Su-
preme Court, 48 percent of re-
spondents stated there should 
be no legal recognition of a 
same-sex couple's relationship, 
while 21 percent said same-sex 
couples should be allowed to 
legally marry and 21 percent 
favored civil unions for same-
sex couples. Another 10 per-
cent said they did not know or 
declined to answer.

“I think mostly what we see 
is consistency, even in light of 
the Supreme Court June 2015 
ruling,” Janine Parry, a Univer-
sity of Arkansas political sci-
ence professor and designer of 
the poll, told the Democrat-Ga-

zette. “We see that Arkansans 
aren't particularly persuaded 
by the national court ruling 
on that.”

However, the survey indi-
cates a change in attitudes on 
medical marijuana, the Demo-
crat-Gazette reported. Among 
respondents to the poll, 68 
percent said they favored al-
lowing patients to use mari-
juana if it was supported by 
their medical doctor. Another 
26 percent said they opposed 
medical marijuana, while 6 
percent said they didn't know 
or declined to answer.

During a ballot measure in 
2012 that would have allowed 
medical marijuana, only 44 
percent of respondents said 
they favored marijuana for 
medical purposes, while 52 

percent opposed the measure 
and 5 percent said they did not 
know or declined to answer, 
the Democrat-Gazette reported.

In 2012, the Arkansas Medi-
cal Marijuana Act failed after 
receiving 49 percent of the 
vote. 

The Arkansas Medical Can-
nabis Act, another ballot mea-
sure seeking the legalization 
of medical marijuana, could 
be on the ballot in 2016, the 
Democrat-Gazette reported.

“Medical marijuana has 
become the middle position, 
rather than the radical posi-
tion,” Parry told the Democrat-
Gazette in reference to the 
likelihood that policy changes 
elsewhere may be influencing 
Arkansans’ opinion on the 
issue.

God is dumb and all that kind 
of stuff,” said Ivey. “That night 
(Wednesday) he came and was 
saved. It was pretty incredible. 
We saw some major answers to 
prayer, and that was just one 
example.”

Following their revival 
event, Ivey said First Baptist 
is offering “new Christian” 
classes for both adults and 
students. They have invited 
all of the people who accepted 
Christ or rededicated their 
lives to Christ during the re-
cent revival to attend. The 
church is also attempting to 
get the individuals plugged 
into their life group ministry.

Ivey said that while holding 
a multinight revival event was 

not something First Baptist 
had done in many years, the 
results of their recent event 
were so great that they are al-
ready planning another revival 
event for around the same 
time next year.

“If you would have asked me 
a few weeks ago, I don’t know 
what I would have said, but 
witnessing what I witnessed, 
our people were hungry for it. 
There was a big response,” said 
Ivey. 

“It was a spirit of revival that 
led us to have a revival event. 
I think the prayers and the 
teaching that led up to it are 
what led us to have that event, 
but I definitely think it was 
a great tool. It was definitely 
part of that bigger revival that 
we are praying for,” said Ivey.

Contact Caleb Yarbrough at 
caleb@arkansasbaptist.org.

continued from page one
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Bulger named winner
of 2015 card contest

Bulger
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Kentucky Baptists elect 
first black president
ELIZABETHTOWN, Ky. 
(BP) – Messengers to the 
178th annual meeting of 
the Kentucky Baptist Con-
vention (KBC) elected an 
African-American as con-
vention president. Kevin 
Smith, teaching pastor of 
Highview Baptist Church 
in Louisville, made history 
Nov. 10 at Severns Valley 
Baptist Church in Eliza-
bethtown by becoming the 
first African-American to 
be elected KBC president.

Religious liberty debate 
sparked by sports ruling
CUMMING, Ga. (BP) –
The father of a Cumming, 
Ga., high school student 
reportedly said he doesn’t 
believe religious suppres-
sion motivated officials to 
throw out his son’s third-
place finish in a state track 
meet for wearing a head-
band imprinted with Isa-
iah 40:30-31. The Georgia 
High School Association 
(GHSA) annulled West 
Forsyth High School se-
nior John Green’s fin-
ish in the Class 6-A state 
championship because the 
headband violated compe-
tition rules that only allow 
similar items that are “un-
adorned except for a logo,” 
the GHSA said. The rules 
don’t mention headbands 
in particular, the GHSA 
said, but instead specify 
“beanies, toboggans, (and) 
ear covers,” and gives refer-
ees “the sole authority for 
ruling on infractions or 
irregularities not covered 
within the rules.” Green 
wore his headband inside 
out, but the lettering was 
large and still visible, the 
GHSA said. According to 
the Forsyth County News, 
the competitor’s father, 
Jason Green, accepts the 
GHSA’s reasoning, al-
though his son’s support-
ers questioned whether 
the runner was disquali-
fied in the Nov. 7 race be-
cause of the Scripture, not 
the headband itself.
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FREE LUNCH – Arkansas disaster relief volunteers work diligently to prepare lunch 
on Tuesday, Nov. 3, for messengers and guests attending the 162nd annual meeting 
of the Arkansas Baptist State Convention. Photo by Tim Yarbrough

lege in Cleveland, Ga., and 
Reaching Souls International 
filed an appeal to the Supreme 
Court alongside the Little 
Sisters of the Poor, a Roman 
Catholic ministry.

GuideStone, local church-
es and a very narrow class of 
other minis-
tries are ex-
empt from the 
mandate and 
its penalties. 
But hundreds 
of evangeli-
cal Christian ministries that 
rely on GuideStone for their 
health benefits are not exempt 
and must comply with the gov-
ernment’s system or pay enor-
mous fines.

Attorneys will present their 
arguments to the U.S. Su-
preme Court in the first few 
months of 2016, and the court 
is expected to rule on the case 
by the end of June 2016.

In the case, GuideStone v. 
Burwell, an Oklahoma fed-
eral judge granted a prelimi-
nary injunction in December 
2013 against the government’s 

enforcement of the mandate 
and penalties for ministries 
in GuideStone’s health plans. 
The government appealed 
that case in 2014 to the Den-
ver-based 10th Circuit Court 
of Appeals. The 10th Circuit 
ruled in July 2015 that the 
ministries must comply with 
the mandate or face the pen-
alties, but agreed to let the 
preliminary injunction stay 
in place until the appeal was 

decided by 
the Supreme 
Court.

In Septem-
ber, five judg-
es on the full 
10th Circuit 

Court of Appeals, in a highly 
unusual move, sharply criti-
cized the court decision that 
ruled against GuideStone and 
convened a vote of the entire 
10th Circuit judges to recon-
sider the panel’s 2-1 decision. 
That vote fell one vote short, 
but displayed vividly the sharp 
divide among judges over the 
mandate.

GuideStone is represented 
by leading religious liberty 
and constitutional law schol-
ars. The case was one of almost 
90 lawsuits brought against the 
abortion-drug mandate.

continued from page one
APPEAL

Davis named NAMB
pastor ambassador
ALPHARETTA, Ga. – Retired 
Arkansas Baptist Pastor Ste-
phen Davis has been named 
North American Mission 
Board (NAMB) pastoral am-
bassador to Arkansas.

Davis’ appointment was an-
nounced formally in a press 
release, which reads, “In an ef-
fort to thank every pastor and 
every church in Arkansas for 
their sacrificial giving to the 
Cooperative Program and the 
Annie Armstrong Easter Offer-
ing, the North American Mis-
sion Board has asked retired 
Arkansas pastor Stephen Davis 
to serve as the entity’s pastoral 
ambassador to the state.”

Davis said he wanted to 
serve in this way because he 
sees this as a crucial time for 
Southern Baptists as they’re 
coming together in historic 
ways to push back lostness in 
states, North America and 
around the world. 

“This is just right where 
my heart is at,” said Davis, 
who served as pastor of First 
Baptist Church in Russellville 
from 1984 until his retirement 
in 2011. 

“All aspects of Southern 
Baptist life seem to be work-
ing together – from the IMB 
(International Mission Board) 
to NAMB to our state conven-
tion here in Arkansas – to re-
ally do what God has called us 
to do in reaching the nations 
with the gospel. I don’t think 
we’ll be able to do what God 
has called us to do unless we 
do it together. When I real-
ized how our NAMB and IMB 
leaders were cooperating for 
missions, I realized I couldn’t 
miss being a part of this.”

Through this new role, 
Davis will represent NAMB 
in events throughout the state 
and call pastors on an individ-
ual basis to express gratitude 
on behalf of the entity. He will 
also be a resource in Arkan-
sas for pastors with questions 
about NAMB and how to get 
involved in Southern Baptist 
missions.

Missions involvement was 
a cornerstone of First Baptist, 
Russellville’s ministry through-
out Davis’ time at the church. 
Davis said that more than 500 
volunteers took mission trips 
around the world during his 
tenure there.

“Missions basically became 
our DNA,” Davis said. “I al-
ways told people that the best 
church-growth initiative you 
could do is to get people to 
think outside of their walls – 
to think about furthering the 
kingdom of God. Do that and 
God will bring all the people 
we can handle. And that’s ex-
actly what happened.”

NAMB has asked pastors 
from each Southern state con-
vention to serve in ambassador 
roles in an effort to promote 
a unity of purpose within the 
Southern Baptist Convention. 

Besides expressing grati-
tude on behalf of NAMB 
leadership, these pastors will 
become a contact within the 
state for pastors who have 
questions about NAMB. They 
will also help explain NAMB’s 
Send North America strategy 
throughout the state, accord-
ing to the mission entity. 

Davis may be contacted at 
stephenpdavis@suddenlink.
net.

Retired Arkansas Pastor Stephen Davis of Russellville has been named North 
American Mission Board pastoral ambassador to the state.
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Mo. Baptists spearhead 
same-sex amendment
SPRINGFIELD, Mo. –
The Missouri Baptist 
Convention (MBC) is 
spearheading a coalition 
seeking a “Religious Lib-
erty Protection Act” and/
or constitutional amend-
ment that “explicitly se-
cures” freedom of con-
science in conflicts over 
same-sex marriage, Baptist 
News Global reported. 
The MBC called on state 
lawmakers to enact legis-
lation or propose a con-
stitutional amendment to 
enhance religious liberty 
and freedom of conscience 
protections for pastors 
and churches in a resolu-
tion at the group’s annual 
gathering Oct. 26-28 in 
Springfield, Mo. A reso-
lution titled Defense of 
Religious Liberty calls on 
the Missouri State Legis-
lature “to pass a Religious 
Liberty Protection Act 
(and/or a Missouri con-
stitutional amendment) 
that explicitly secures our 
Religious Liberty and free-
dom of conscience for pas-
tors, churches, businesses, 
schools, student groups, 
colleges and institutions.” 
IMB appoints 35 new 
missionaries at service
NEW ORLEANS (BP) 
– Thirty-five candidates 
were appointed missionar-
ies by International Mis-
sion Board (IMB) trustees 
Nov. 8 at First Baptist 
Church of New Orleans. 
The new missionaries join 
IMB workers around the 
world serving in global cit-
ies and hard places such 
as jungles, deserts and 
war zones. Preaching from 
Revelation 5:1-14, IMB 
President David Platt 
challenged the congrega-
tion to go wherever and 
whenever God wants be-
cause of His sovereignty. 
“As a Christian, you have 
surrendered the right to 
determine the direction 
of your life,” he said.
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The silver lining
T hey say there’s a silver 

lining behind every 
cloud. Or maybe it is “on 
every cloud,” or maybe 
“around every cloud.” I don’t 
remember exactly, but a cloud 
has darkened the Southern 
Baptist sky. 

The realiza-
tion that we 
haven’t backed 
up our talk 
about the 
Great Commission with the 
funds necessary to carry it out 
has certainly brought a sense 
of gloom on the mission en-
terprise. At least in my mind 
it has. I’ve wondered how we 
got here. Did we ignore the 
warnings from the Interna-
tional Mission Board over the 

last few years that the budget 
was getting tight? Did we pas-
tors fail to communicate and 
educate our members about 
the resources needed to send 
personnel overseas? Was it 
time for a new model of mis-

sion methods? 
Did churches 
simply care 
more about 
building small 
kingdoms 

here at home, rather than the 
kingdom of God around the 
world? Did we recognize the 
call of God on individuals to 
go, and then break our com-
mitment to stand with them? 
Is it all of the above? I don’t 
know, but when I first learned 
that missionaries were coming 

home, my heart sank.    
We have a saying in my 

workplace: “It is what it is.” 
However we got here, we are 
here. So, instead of dwelling 
only on the “why,” we can 
accept this new, hopefully 
temporary reality and be en-
couraged in knowing how 
missionaries returning home 
can be a blessing.

(1) Missionaries can receive 
a well-deserved period of rest. 
Possibly the hardest working 
class of people on earth are 
Christian missionaries. They 
make sacrifices for the king-
dom that put even the most 
faithful of us to shame. Com-
ing home can be a time to re-
unite with family and friends 
and recharge their batteries.

(2) Churches can see the 
face of missions. Christians 
often fail to give because they 
cannot see tangible results 
of their gifts. They look at 
mission work as another bill 
to pay, rather than an invest-
ment in the souls of men. 
Many church members have 
never met a “real live” mis-
sionary. Now, that is going to 
change.

(3) Churches can experi-
ence a renewed passion for 
missions. The missionaries 
who come home will bring 
their passion with them. The 
love they have for the people 
they left will spill over into 
the people around them. Mis-
sions is as much “caught” as 
“taught,” and it will not take 

long for that love and passion 
to be planted in the fertile 
soil of the hearts of Chris-
tians who are already mission-
minded.  

Bringing home missionar-
ies from the field is certainly 
going to leave a void in the 
lives of people where they 
served. On the other hand, 
our churches will be blessed 
to have these godly families 
who will not only find refuge 
in our faith communities, but 
also might be the very tool 
God uses to fan the flame of 
missionary zeal in our church-
es like we have never seen. 

Kim Reeder is pastor of Barton 
Chapel Baptist Church in Ty-
ronza and a frequent contributor 
to the Arkansas Baptist News.

Viewpoint
Kim Reeder
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Editorial&Opinion “Always be prepared to give an answer 
to everyone who asks you to give the 

reason for the hope that you have...”

 1 Peter 3:15 (NIV)

many other traditional aspects 
of our Baptist denomination.

So just why are Baptist 
meetings important, such as 
the recently-completed annual 
meeting? Here’s my take:

(1) They demonstrate our 
unity in Jesus Christ. In spite 

of our historic 
autonomy, when 
Baptists meet, 
they are united 
around their col-
lective passion 

for the cause and mission of 
Christ.

(2) They provide fellowship 
among believers. Each year 
Baptists from across the  state 
fellowship with other believ-
ers that make up the Body of 
Jesus Christ. Sometimes it is 
the only time we see friends 
in the ministry all year long, 
and of course, we always seem 
to make new friends as well!

(3) They help us to see how 
our giving reaches people for 
Jesus Christ well beyond the 

S ome of you reading this 
recently attended the 

162nd annual meeting of the 
Arkansas Baptist State Con-
vention in Hot Springs.

It was a wonderful time of 
worship, fellowship and of 
taking care of Baptist busi-
ness.

Baptists are 
famously, or 
infamously 
depending on 
your perspec-
tive,  committed to meetings 
and always have been. 

Significant meetings of 
Southern Baptists – aside 
from those held at their local 
churches – are the annual 
association meetings, annual 
state meetings and at times, 
annual Southern Baptist Con-
vention meetings.

So what are we to make of 
Baptist meetings today in the 
21st century?

It seems meetings have fall-
en on hard times, much like 

What are we to make of our Baptist meetings?
walls of our church, state, 
nation and world. Need I say 
more?

(4) They provide us a time 
of corporate praise and wor-
ship with believers beyond 
our own church community. 
It may be the way we worship 
away from our own church 
differs than what we do week 
to week ... and that some-
times can be a good thing!

(5) They provide the saints 
a time of challenge and en-
couragement around the 
mission of Jesus Christ. No-
where does a Baptist receive 
more encouragement and is 
more challenged to be about 
the mission of Jesus Christ 
than at the annual meeting 
and related Pastors’ Confer-
ence. Pastors, church staff 
and other leaders especially 
need a special time of encour-
agement away from their own 
ministries. 

(6) They give us an impor-
tant infrastructure for con-

Cartoon by Gary Thomas

Pressing On
Tim Yarbrough
Phil. 3:14

ducting the business of the 
kingdom. Whether we like 
it or not, Southern Baptists 
didn’t grow to become one of 
the largest Protestant denomi-
nations in history without 
organization, strategy and col-

lective direction. The annual 
meeting helps Baptists plan 
how they will carry out the 
Great Commission around 
the cause of Jesus Christ.

Tim Yarbrough is editor of the 
Arkansas Baptist News.
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Are you ready to learn? 
W hen I was a child, some friends of mine tried to 

teach me how to knit. My 10-year-old brain just 
couldn’t grasp the concept, but that didn’t squelch my 
desire to learn. A few years ago, I finally decided to dive 
in and try again. This time I did grasp the concept and 
learned to love knitting. 

Recently, I picked up a new pattern I 
knew would be a bit of a stretch for me. 
Because I do not get to spend a great 
deal of time knitting, there are still many 
skills I have not learned. But, I learn best 
by doing. Knowing that this pattern included several new 
skills, I looked forward to the challenge. 

Then I read this warning 
in the pattern: “All of the 
abbreviations are standard. 
If you don’t know what 
one means, you probably 
aren’t ready to do this proj-
ect.” 

Now, I understand the 
pattern writer’s point. 
There are foundational 
skills we should have be-
fore tackling a project. But, 
I’ll be honest with you – 
her comment aggravated 
me a little bit. 

Why should I walk away 
from a pattern just because 
I have not learned all the 
skills yet? Why not instead 
use the pattern as an opportunity to learn? 

Almost in defiance, I sat down and got to work. When I 

came to a confusing instruction, I searched the Internet for 
a tutorial. And I learned. 

Unfortunately, I’m not always so determined. In fact, 
when I move beyond a fun knitting challenge and look 
toward tasks that are truly eternally significant, I frequently 

find myself to be much less motivated. Instead 
of becoming more determined, I walk away, 
agreeing that I’m probably not ready to tackle 
the project. 

The truth is that we are rarely ready for the 
tasks put before us. We do not already possess 

all of the skills we need to tackle something new. But let’s 
stop and consider the reality of our natures. How often do 

we get around to learning if we 
are not forced to do so? Do we 
really grow if we’re not put in a 
position where we have to learn 
in order to complete the job 
the Lord has put in front of us? 
If we don’t learn “on the job,” 
when will we learn? 

What are you putting off 
because you do not feel ready? 
I encourage you today to make 
a choice: Either intentionally 
pick up the skills to get yourself 
ready or just dive in, learning 
along the way. Just don’t put 
it off any longer. Accept the 
challenge and revel in all you’ll 
learn in the process. 

Ann Hibbard is a member of 
East End Baptist Church in Hensley. Read her blog at  
annhibbard.com.

T he phrase, “Your sin will 
find you out,” is only found 

in the Book of Numbers (Num. 
32:23). According to popular be-
lief, the phrase not only declares 
God’s knowledge of everyone’s 
sin, but also it foretells that one 
day everyone will know each 
other’s sins. The verse’s context, 
however, shows otherwise.

Before the Israelites crossed the 
Jordan into the Promised Land, 2 
1/2 tribes (Reuben, Gad and half 
of Manasseh) requested to stay on 
the eastern side. Moses, not happy 
with their request, reminded 
them of Israel’s earlier rebellion, 
which kept the Israelites from 
entering the land for 40 years (cf. 
Num. 13-14). 

The 2 1/2 tribes, however, 
asked Moses for a compromise. 
Their warriors would fight with 
their fellow tribesmen, but their 
families would stay in the fortified 
eastern cities. Moses consented 
to their request, announcing a 
charge to them before the entire 
nation. If they fought alongside 
the other tribes, the eastern land 
would be theirs. If they did not 
fight, however, their sin would 
“find them” (“overtake them”), 
and they would pay for their 
disobedience (Num. 32:20-24). 
The tribes accepted Moses’ offer 
(Num. 32:25-27).

Moses put Joshua and Eleazar 
in charge of their compliance 
(Josh. 1:12-18). When the tribes 
fulfilled their agreement, the war-
riors went home (Josh. 22:1-5).

This phrase in Numbers, there-
fore, is part of a pledge. The tribes 
took a vow, and they needed to 
keep it. If they did not, the other 
tribes would know it, and they 
would pay for their misdeeds.

Moses wanted the 2 1/2 tribes 
to keep their word and to be 
people of integrity. Believers in 
Christ are also called to do and 
be the same (cf. Matt. 5:37; James 
5:12). Numbers 32:23 is not a 
pronouncement of guilt and fear, 
but a challenge for all believers to 
keep their word.

Ken Gore is chairman of the de-
partment of Christian studies at Wil-
liams Baptist College. Send your ques-
tions to tim@arkansasbaptist.org. 

Uncovered Dish
Ann Hibbard

Baptists Ask
Ken Gore

What is the origin and 
meaning of the phrase, 
‘Your sin will find you out?’

‘My public confession’
F or nearly two decades I have been writing, lead-

ing conferences, lecturing, consulting and leading 
organizations and churches in strategy development. At 
this point in the journey, I have learned one very impor-
tant thing: Strategy is not nearly as important in church 
development and revitalization as I have made it. I have 
seen, firsthand, churches throughout the world that have 
no strategy whatsoever see their entire community come 
to faith in Jesus Christ. And I have seen 
churches, both new and established, with 
a beautifully crafted strategy, fail.

Churches in the United States have 
more wealth, more educated leaders, 
more options for Bible-based curriculum, 
a wider selection of Bible translations, more Christian 
media and bigger and better buildings than any country 
in the world. In addition, we have great programs, strate-
gies, media campaigns and events, all designed to “attract” 
people to the church. Yet, in this country, we are seeing a 
continuing decline in Christianity and in church participa-
tion.

Recently, I have been deeply convicted by the Holy Spirit 
regarding something I already know to be true. The words 
of Jesus Christ recorded in John 15:5 have been resonat-
ing throughout every fiber in my being. Lately, these words 
are on my mind throughout the day, on my heart as I go 

to sleep, in my thoughts as I awake and are reshaping the 
foundation of the way ministry is expressed in and through 
my life. Jesus says, “Apart from me you can do nothing.” 
Apart from Jesus, we can do nothing that is good, lasting 
or truly impacting in His kingdom. Apart from Jesus, we 
have nothing to offer Him in worship.

Sure, there have been many times throughout my life 
when I have fervently prayed, petitioning Him to intervene 

in time of crisis. And every day for more than 
30 years, I have asked for wisdom. I have wept 
over and prayed for the lost. I have sought to 
discover where God is at work and join Him 
in His mission.  But, the fuel for too many of 
my ministry efforts has been in the develop-

ment of intentional strategies, not intentional time spent 
abiding in Him, walking with Him and seeking His king-
dom and pleading with Him for a fresh awakening.  

Apart from a Christ-centered spiritual awakening, there 
is no hope – not for our churches, our families or our 
nation. My family and I have purposed in our hearts to 
fervently pray, seek Him and confess that we can do noth-
ing at all. We are asking the Lord to move in our homes, in 
our churches and in our communities. Arkansas, let’s pray 
– let us truly, fervently and faithfully pray! We need Jesus!

Eric W. Ramsey is an evangelism and mission strategist and 
serves as associate pastor of First Baptist Church, Fort Smith.

Answering  
the Call
Eric Ramsey

Support the Arkansas Baptist News!
A fund for the Arkansas Baptist News (ABN) has been established at the Arkansas Baptist 
Foundation.  Consider helping the official news journal of the Arkansas Baptist State 
Convention for years to come by including the ABN in your will or by making a contribu-
tion to the ABN. Contact the Foundation at 501-376-0732 for more information.
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what Jesus feels and (3) pray 
like Jesus prays.

“Real passion for the gospel 
always leads to compassion,” 
said White. “If you have a pas-
sion for the gospel, you will 
have passion for people.”

White said many people are 
ready for Jesus even if “they 
don’t look ready.” He said the 
only way they will find what 
they are looking for is if believ-
ers tell them about Jesus.

“We need to reach out. … I 
believe in election – I really do. 
But here is what J.D. Greear 
said about election: ‘The more 
people I share Christ with, 
the more people seem to keep 
getting elected,’” said White. 
“Maybe you just need to share 
Christ with them.”

White said that Christians 
should pray like Christ, and 
Christ did not pray for the lost 
to be saved – He prayed for la-
borers for the harvest.

“Whenever God wants to 
do something new, He sets us 
to pray. Someone said, ‘We 
should pray like it all depends 
on God and work like it all de-
pends on us,’” said White. “I 
think we should pray for lost 
people to be saved, but … He 
(Christ) prayed for laborers.”

White ended his message 
with a quote from 19th cen-
tury English Baptist Pastor 
C.H. Spurgeon: “If sinners 
be damned, at least let them 
leap to hell over our dead bod-
ies and if they perish let them 
perish with our arms wrapped 
around their knees, imploring 
them to stay. If hell must be 
filled, let it be filled with the 
teeth of our exertions, and let 
not one go unwarned and un-
prayed for.”

Sharing Christ imperative because ‘Everyone Matters’
HOT SPRINGS – The theme 
of the 2015 Arkansas Baptist 
State Convention (ABSC) An-
nual Meeting was Everyone 
Matters. Messengers to the 
162nd meeting Nov. 3-4 heard 
messages from a number of 
speakers calling them to stay 
diligent in sharing the gospel 
with everyone in today’s di-
verse and complex world. 
Below is a summary of their 
messages.

Archie Mason
Archie Mason, senior pas-

tor of Central Baptist Church, 
Jonesboro, and president of 
the Arkansas Baptist State 
Convention (ABSC), gave the 
president’s message during the 
Tuesday morning session, Nov. 
3.

He based his message in 
Hebrews 11:23-29, speaking 
about Moses and encouraging 
attendees to be courageous.

“Faith causes us to live in a 
way today because we believe 

what God has 
to say about 
tomorrow,” 
Mason said.

He said 
courageous 
faith (1) “con-
fronts op-
position and 
hostility,” (2) 
“chooses suf-

fering over temporary sinful 
pleasures” and (3) “continues 
in spite of the consequences 
and the circumstances.”

“Fear is one of the greatest 
tools in the arsenal of Satan,” 
Mason told attendees.

He closed by reading part 
of Exodus 14:13, which docu-
ments Moses telling the peo-
ple, “Do not fear! Stand by 
and see the salvation of the 
LORD which He will accom-
plish for you today.”

John Meador
John Meador, pastor of 

First Baptist Church, Euless, 
Texas, addressed attendees in 
the Tuesday afternoon session, 
Nov. 3. 

Basing his message in 2 
Timothy 4:5-6, he shared with 
attendees about the responsi-
bilities of a pastor. 

“This is all about the chal-
lenges a pastor faces. This is 
all about you,” he said, noting 
the importance of pastors also 
having a support system and 
people to come along beside 
them.

He said the words in 2 Tim-

othy 4 are meant to be lived, 
not just known intellectually.

“What you have to do is put 
this in your life because every-
thing in this passage is a practi-
cal application to ministry. So 
… these are imperatives. These 
are not options,” Meador said.

Based on the passage, he 
encouraged pastors to “fight,” 
“focus” and “finish.”

In encouraging pastors to 
fight, he reminded them that 
ministry is a place of war and 
they must fight through all 
kinds of opposition and dis-
tractions in order to advance 

the gospel.
He encour-

aged them to 
stay focused 
and reminded 
them that they 
are to “do the 
work of an 
evangelist” (2 
Tim. 4:5) and 
to train others 

to also share the gospel.
Finally, he encouraged them 

to finish well and pass on the 
baton to the next generation, 
equipping them to carry on in 
ministry.

“Pastor, I want to encourage 
you to go back and fight. You 
have the power of God behind 
you,” he said. “I want to en-
courage you to go back and 
focus. … I want you to go back 
and finish. Whether you’re 35 
or 55 or 75, finish by putting 
that baton in the hand of the 
next generation and cheering 
them on.”

J.D. “Sonny” Tucker
J.D. “Sonny” Tucker, ex-

ecutive director of the Arkan-
sas Baptist State Convention 
(ABSC), spoke Tuesday eve-
ning, Nov. 3, on three state-
ments about Jesus – found in 
Colossians 1:15-20, Philippi-
ans 2:6-11 and Matthew 28:18-
20 – and their impact.

Reading from Colossians 1, 
Tucker emphasized that Christ 
is the Head of the Church.

“The application is real 
plain: It’s His Church; we fol-
low His passion; we listen to 
His teaching, His priorities, 
His glory, His plan, His lead-
ing, His Word, His will, His 
leadership. It’s His decisions. 
What He says goes,” Tucker 
said.

Looking at the statement in 
Philippians 2 about Christ’s 
life, service, death and exalta-
tion, Tucker said that the con-
text of the passage is unity. 

He pointed out that Arkan-
sas Baptists continue to be very 
diverse, and he encouraged at-
tendees to prepare for revival 
and to be unified.

“Before God sends a re-
vival and you have an influx 
in this state convention of all 
different kinds of folks, nail it 
down now,” he said, adding, 
“I want us to be prepared for 
what God is going to do. Most 
churches who don’t prepare 
for revival and growth have 
horrible conflict and split. 
I predict the same for every 
state convention if God sends 
a mass awakening if we don’t 
get ready now. What’s the 
basis for unity? Where do we 
draw the line? How different 
can we be? Can I really love 
those folks who wear cowboy 
hats? Can I really love those 
folks who preach in jeans?”

Reading from Matthew 28, 
Tucker pointed out that after 
Jesus declares He has “all au-
thority,” He gives the disciples 
the Great Commission and 
promises to be with them.

Tucker said in order to 
obey the Great Commission, 
the ABSC is focusing on (1) 
church revitalization, (2) stu-
dents and the next generation 
and (3) unreached, unengaged 
and underserved peoples.

He concluded by pleading 
with church leaders to pray 
for God to give them a heart 
for their communities, to 

prepare their 
churches for 
an “unbeliev-
able, incred-
ible anoint-
ing of the 
Holy Spirit” 
to give them 
great impact 
in their work, 
to prepare 

their churches for growth and 
to help their churches develop 
a passion for missions.

“When you look down over 
your folks and your heart is 
broken for them like Jesus, 
things start to happen. … No-
body’s done more for me than 
Jesus. I owe Him to love you 
and to serve you even when I 
don’t agree with you and even 
when you don’t have the same 
convictions as me. If you can 
come to this conference, if you 
can worship, if you can go by 
the Baptist Faith and Message, 
if you can be gospel-centered, 
I owe it to you to be unified 
with you and to serve you, and 
I owe it to Him to go after this 

next generation and partner 
with folks. … And I owe it to 
Him to do everything I can 
to help see churches be revi-
talized and have a passion for 
lost folks. … We look Him in 
the face and say, ‘Jesus, You’re 
it. You’re everything I have.’”

Larry White
Larry White, associational 

missionary at Faulkner Bap-
tist Association, Conway, 
preached the convention ser-
mon Wednesday, Nov. 4. 

White spoke from Matthew 
9 and opened his message 

with a story 
about a time 
when he was 
a youth and 
the daughter 
of his stu-
dent minis-
ter at Pickles 
Gap Baptist 
Church, Con-
way, got lost. 

White said that when the 
little girl was found, everyone 
who knew her was overjoyed 
that she was no longer lost. 
White said Christians and 
churches should react that 
same way when people come 
to know Christ.

“That’s what it ought to be 
at our churches. Every Sunday 
we ought to rejoice over the 
fact that we are seeing people 
come to know Christ,” said 
White. “Sadly, that is not 
happening too often in our 
churches.”

White gave those in atten-
dance three things that Chris-
tians have to apply if they be-
lieve everyone matters.

White said Christians must 
(1) see what Jesus sees, (2) feel 

Mason

Meador White

Tucker Recordings of sermons from the Arkansas Baptist State 
Convention Annual Meeting and Pastors’ Conference 
in Hot Springs are available for purchase through 
MasterSound Media. MasterSound may be contacted at 
806-852-2101 or by visiting mastersoundmedia.com.

Across ArkAnsAs

AnnuAl Meeting
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‘Transform Our World’ challenges Pastors’ Conf. attendees
pered his ministry and that he 
needed the love and grace of 
God to forgive him and allow 
him to minister to his people. 
Addison said that a conviction 
of sin, and the forgiveness of 
God, is necessary for pastors 
to be able to minister to their 
flock. 

“Jesus knows you, and He 
knows your church and He 
knows where it is,” said Addi-
son. “What is it that God has 
called you to do? If you will be 
obedient, God will be power-
ful in your ministry.”

Sam Rainer
“For transformation to 

occur, walls must come 
down,” said Sam Rainer, pas-
tor of West Bradenton Baptist 
Church in Bradenton, Fla.

R a i n e r 
spoke from 
Acts 8-10 and 
told the group 
of pastors that 
the reward of 
the pastor 
should be to 
see Christ 
t r a n s f o r m 
people and 
that the moment ministry be-
comes glamorous “we become 
the anti-pastor.”

Rainer said that in Acts 7 
and 8, which includes the 
stoning of Stephen, God uses 
the persecution of believers to 
allow the gospel to be spread.

“Every conversion is a colli-
sion with truth,” said Rainer.

Rainer said that in Acts 
10, Cornelius and Peter each 
had separate visions that led 
them to come together for the 
gospel. The meeting of the 
two men was not a “cosmic 
accident,” said Rainer. It was 
ordained and orchestrated by 
God.

“Your church address is 
not an accident,” said Rainer. 
“You are there for a very specif-
ic reason. … Just make Christ 
known where you are. Just tell 
someone about the gospel.”

Rainer said it is only the 
Church – not schools, the gov-
ernment or any other institu-
tion – that God has given the 
mandate of sharing the gospel.

“Transformation brings 
down walls. Quite frankly, let’s 
just be real, most of the time 
we ourselves are the walls,” 
said Rainer. “The frontline to 
God’s mission is prayer. The 
foundation of every ministry 
is prayer.”

He said that Christians 

HOT SPRINGS – Speakers 
lifted up the theme Transform-
ing Our World from 2 Corin-
thians 4:16-18, challenging at-
tendees at the 2015 Arkansas 
Baptist State Convention Pas-
tors’ Conference Nov. 2 at Hot 
Springs Baptist Church, Hot 
Springs.

Greg Addison
Speaking from Isaiah 6, 

Greg Addison, associate ex-
ecutive director of the Arkan-
sas Baptist State Convention 
(ABSC), pointed to “three 
truths” that help Christians 
walk with the Lord: worship, 
holiness and obedience.

“In this passage of Scripture, 
I think we have something that 
speaks to us as pastors,” said 
Addison. “We can see … how 
God speaks into our lives.”

In Isaiah 6, God intervenes 
in the life of Isaiah and speaks 
to him. The passage illustrates 
how God gave Isaiah instruc-
tions on how to respond to the 
heart and presence of God.

Addison said God instructs 
Isaiah on how to be in the 
presence of God and that 
Christians can learn from the 
instructions.

“Worship, holiness and 
obedience are the basis for our 
walk with the Lord, and they 
are the essence of our response 
to the Lord,” he said.

A d d i s o n 
said the most 
i m p o r t a n t 
thing pas-
tors can do is 
worship and 
meet with 
Jesus person-
ally. He said 
that the only 
way a pastor 

is going to be able to share 
Jesus with his church or other 
people is if he himself is meet-
ing with Jesus.

“Study is important, but the 
most important thing is that a 
pastor has met with Jesus and 
is following Him,” he said.

“I read a quote recently that 
says this: ‘When you’re more 
focused or in awe of what God 
is doing through you than 
what God has done for you, 
then ministry has become an 
idol,’” said Addison. “It is so 
vital to take time to worship 
Jesus.”

Addison said that pastors 
should be convicted of sin be-
cause their sin is connected 
with their ministry. Isaiah 
recognized that his sin ham-

build walls and Jesus breaks 
them down. He said that one’s 
mission field should be the 
people in his or her communi-
ty who do not like him or her, 
not simply those who are open 
to what he or she preaches.

“Let’s rip through hell’s 
gates and break down walls. 
I know it’s hard. Transforma-
tion is hard,” said Rainer. 
“What are you asking your 
church to become?”

“Quite frankly, if you are 
more concerned with the po-
litical implications of immigra-
tion than the gospel implica-
tions, then what are you asking 
our church to become? If you 
are more concerned with the 
nuances of complimentarian-
ism (sic) than you are the single 
mom on your street, then what 
are you asking your church to 
become?” said Rainer. 

“If you are not willing 
to speak out loudly against 
Planned Parenthood, what 
are you becoming and what 
are you leading your church 
to become? Because last time 
I checked, Planned Parent-
hood itself is a gate of hell. If 
you are more concerned with 
the white person’s justifica-
tion of the Confederate battle 
flag than the black person’s 
pain, what are you asking your 
church to become?” he said.

“If you are not willing to die 
so that another person hears 
the gospel, I don’t know if 
you and I believe in the same 
gospel. We lay down our lives. 
We pick up our crosses. We 
don’t build walls; we tear them 
down,” said Rainer. 

“Pastors, I’m asking you 
to tear down these walls,” he 
said. “God has placed you at 
your address for a reason. Get 
to work.”

Kevin Hamm
“My heart and my prayer 

is that we would see a revival 
in our nation – because we 
have drifted so far,” said Kevin 
Hamm, pastor of Garden-
dale First Baptist Church in 

Gardendale, 
Ala. “I never 
dreamed that 
this nation 
would drift 
this far this 
quickly. We 
are really in a 
mess.”

H a m m 
said the prob-

lem with the U.S. is not “the 
world”; it is the Church.

“The world has always been 
the world. The Church has 
stopped being the Church,” 
said Hamm. “Lost people 
act lost. … I’ll tell you what’s 
wrong with America – it’s dead 
churches full of dead members 
and dead pastors.”

Hamm said the problem 
with many churches is that 
they have left their “first love” 
– Christ and the gospel.

“If there is no life in the 
pulpit, there will be no life in 
the pew,” said Hamm. “People 
are not attracted to death; 
they are attracted to life. And 
if anybody ought to have life, 
it ought to be the people of 
God.”

He gave the pastors in atten-
dance some ways they can’t tell 
they have lost their first love, 
followed by ways they can tell 
they have lost their first love.

Hamm said pastors “can’t 
tell by working right,” “can’t 
tell by thinking right” and, last-
ly, “can’t tell by acting right.”

“How do you know when 
you’ve left your first love?” 
asked Hamm. “No. 1, you lose 
your passion on the inside.”

Hamm said John 4:24 calls 
Christians to worship in “spir-
it and truth.”

“Worship should challenge 
your intellect, truth, but it 
should also stir your emotions, 
spirit,” said Hamm. “Worship 
should impact your head, 
but it should also touch your 
heart.”

Hamm said ministry should 
never become a vocation; it 
should be an overflow of one’s 
love for Christ.

Hamm said the second 
way that people can know if 
they have lost their first love 
is when they have lost their 
“praise on the outside.”

Hamm cited Isaiah 61:3, 
saying, “Praise is an expression 
on the outside of your passion 
on the inside. Worship should 
be as natural to the Christian 
as breathing.”

“Let’s fall in love with Him 
again,” said Hamm. “Our first 
Love went to the cross.”

Manley Beasley
Manley Beasley Jr., pastor of 

Hot Springs Baptist Church, 
Hot Springs, preached that 
while it is often neglected, 
prayer is key to growing close 
to God personally and coop-
eratively and bringing about 
revival.

“We are under the illusion 
that we can expect God’s bless-

ing on our prayerless efforts,” 
he said.

Citing Matthew 6, Beasley 
said the call to “prayer is a call 
to isolation.” He said that pas-
tors often fail to emphasize 
their private prayer life and 
therefore are unable to lead 
their churches to pray.

“It (prayer) is also a call to 
a t t en t ion , ” 
said Beas-
ley. “When 
we get with 
Him (God), 
… we need 
to learn what 
it means to 
watch when 
we pray.”

He said 
that it is always a temptation to 
make prayer self-centered, but 
it should be a time in which 
Christians are aware of what 
God is trying to communicate 
to and through them.

“Very few people that I 
know, very few pastors, are get-
ting a word from God today,” 
said Beasley. 

“The men that influenced 
us, the men from years gone by 
that we admire, that we look 
up to in the past, have been 
men that knew how to get 
in the woods and stay in the 
woods – or wherever it is you 
go to get in isolation – and not 
come out until they had heard 
from God. … We have settled 
for less.”

He said that Scripture 
promises that God listens 
when Christians seek Him 
with their whole heart; there-
fore, if Christians are not hear-
ing from Him, they may not be 
seeking Him with their whole 
heart.

“Do you sweat when you 
pray? Jesus did,” said Beasley.

Beasley said he believes God 
desires revival even if the world 
is in the last days.

“If we (pastors) don’t know 
how to get a word from God, 
then how can we expect our 
people to know how to do it?” 
asked Beasley.

Ed Litton
Ed Litton, senior pastor of 

Redemption Church, formerly 
First Baptist North Mobile, in 
Saraland, Ala., spoke during 
two sessions of the Pastors’ 
Conference.

During the afternoon ses-
sion, Litton spoke on the sin 
of envy, reading from several 

Addison

Beasley

Rainer

See PASTORS page 8

Hamm
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spoke about how people get 
saved and how they grow.

He concluded with a plea to 
attendees to pray for boldness, 
noting, “Our prayerlessness is 
a sign that we are not desper-
ate.”

“What oxygen is to your 
body, prayer is to your soul,” 
he said.

H.B. Charles
H.B. Charles, senior pastor 

of Shiloh Metropolitan Bap-
tist Church of Jacksonville, 
Fla., shared with attendees at 
the Pastors’ Conference about 
“the God who answers prayer,” 

speaking from 
Ephesians 3.

He noted 
that, according 
to Ephesians 
3:20-21, God 
has power to 
answer even the 
largest prayers. 
He even knows 
the requests 

people don’t have words to 
express. And that same power 
to answer prayer is the power 
indwelling believers.

Charles noted the structure 
of the prayer, which begins in 
verse 14, pointing out that re-

Scriptures, including Psalm 
73. 

Litton likened envy to 
kudzu, which kills other veg-
etation by blocking its light 

source. 
“Envy is a 

serious issue. 
It’s a serious 
issue that we 
don’t take se-
riously,” Lit-
ton said.

He said it 
sucks the joy 
out of life and 

poisons a person’s life.
“Envy turned Eden into the 

world you and I are struggling 
with today,” Litton said.

He encouraged attendees 
not to let Satan use envy to 
distract them from their mis-
sion to share the gospel with 
the world.

“We’ve got to be kingdom-
minded,” he said. “We are 
standing on the verge of the 
greatest opportunity for the 
gospel worldwide, and yet 
we’re looking back and we’re 
complaining and we’re criticiz-

continued from page 7
PASTORS

Litton

Charles

ing. … We’ve got to be on our 
face … before God, repenting 
and crying for the nations.”

As a way of combatting 
envy, he told attendees to 
“look up” to God and “look 
forward.” 

“There’s a reason why 
preachers envy, and it’s going 
to surprise you – (it’s) because 
God made you the quarter-
back,” Litton said. “He made 
you to lead. And in that mak-
ing of you, He gave you a de-
sire to reach your community 
for Christ. … There’s a desire 
in you for lives to be changed, 
for disciples to be made, for 
the Church to be mobilized. 
… Don’t give up on what God 
has put inside of you; but it 
has metastasized into envy. 
Because you don’t see it hap-
pening, you’re thinking it’s 
never going to happen. 

“Well, friend, it ain’t over 
with yet.”

Litton spoke during the 
evening session about the 
need to seek God’s will and 
direction for one’s church. 

“God does not have a mis-
sion for His Church; He has a 
Church for His mission,” Lit-
ton said.

Sharing from Acts 2, he 

quests are sandwiched between 
praise. Charles noted that “ef-
fective prayer must be God-
centered.” 

He referenced Psalm 50:15, 
which says, “Call on me in the 
day of distress; I will deliver 
you, and you will glorify me.”

“The goal of prayer is not 
the answer you receive,” 
Charles said. “The purpose of 
prayer is the glory of God.”

He noted the significance of 
the word “amen,” which is a 
word signifying assurance and 
meaning, “so be it.”

NEW PASTORS’ CONFERENCE OFFICERS – Elected to serve during the 2016 
Arkansas Baptist State Convention Pastors’ Conference Oct. 24 at Immanuel Baptist 
Church, Little Rock, are: Manley Beasley Jr., president (center), pastor of Hot Springs 
Baptist Church, Hot Springs; Ricky Lee, vice president (right), pastor of First Baptist 
Church, Sherwood, and Donny Hargett, secretary/treasurer, pastor of Calvary Trail 
Cowboy Church, Louann. Photo by Caleb Yarbrough
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ABSC agencies report on God’s work across Arkansas
Ark. Baptist Foundation 

Bobby Thomas, president 
of the Arkansas Baptist Foun-
dation, gave the agency’s re-
port Nov. 3 during the Arkan-
sas Baptist State Convention 
(ABSC) Annual Meeting at 
Hot Springs Baptist Church.

Thomas highlighted the 
agency’s recent move to a 
suite in the ABSC building 
in Little Rock and the hir-
ing of Aaron Davis, treasurer 
and chief operations officer, 
and announced that former 
Ouachita Baptist University 
President Rex Horne will serv-
ing as a part-time Foundation 
ambassador. 

Much of Thomas’ report re-
volved around the book “The 
Choice: The Christ-Centered 
Pursuit of Kingdom Out-
comes.”

“One of the things that 
we are here to share with you 
most, though, is about that 
book we gave. And as Archie 
(Mason, ABSC president) said 
earlier, we all have a choice to 
make,” said Thomas. “This 
book is about recalculating the 

route for ministry.” 
The Foundation provided 

free copies of the book to con-
vention messengers and guests.

Following a short presenta-
tion, Thomas welcomed four 
Arkansas Baptists to share 
their personal testimonies 
about “The Choice.”

Terry Peeples, vice president 
for development at Ouachita 
Baptist; Shelli Johnston, sup-
port coordinator at the Foun-
dation; Mike Seabaugh, pastor 
of Central Baptist Church, 
Magnolia, and Foundation 
board member, and Stephen 
Davis, former pastor of First 
Baptist Church, Russellville, 
each shared testimonies of how 
“The Choice” has changed 
their life and ministry.

“Our prayer is that each 
person here would make the 
choice to follow the ‘kingdom 
path.’ Again, receive that gift 
(“The Choice” book) that we 
have for you. Focus on obe-
dience to the teaching as the 
only path to fruitfulness and 
kingdom outcomes,” said 
Thomas.

Williams Baptist College 
Tom Jones, president of 

Williams Baptist College 
(WBC), announced that Wil-
liams is the recipient of a mul-
timillion-dollar estate during 
the agency’s report.

He said the gift is from Clif-
ford Toney, a 1980 Williams 
graduate and successful busi-
nessman, who died in August.

“Almost all of his multi-
million-dollar estate will help 
fund several key strategic proj-
ects that will allow WBC to 
offer an even higher level of 
service to WBC students,” 
Jones said.

He shared with attendees 
about progress that has been 
made on the “strategic initia-
tives that are advancing the 
financial strength of the col-
lege,” mentioning the col-
lege’s Diamond Destiny Plan, 
construction and renovation 
projects, the Diamond Desti-
ny Fundraising Campaign and 
the college’s focus on priority 
spending. He also highlighted 
the gifts of Williams’ financial 
supporters as well as those who 

give to the Cooperative Pro-
gram, mentioning God’s bless-
ings on the college, including 
the provision of Toney’s estate.

Jones also shared a photo 
tour of the college and ad-
dressed two national issues 
Christian colleges are facing 
today – campus security issues 
and the Supreme Court’s rul-
ing on same-sex marriage. 

Regarding campus security, 
Jones said Williams has en-
hanced and updated its secu-
rity program and taken other 
actions to insure a quick, effec-
tive response to threats. 

Regarding the Supreme 
Court’s ruling, Jones said,  
“Obviously, our hope is that 
the decision will not impede 
the current freedoms that 
we enjoy operating the col-
lege under a high Scriptural 
standard. Regardless, we will 
respond to any challenges to 
our position with determined 
resolution, a firm confidence 
in our Scriptural position and 
an overwhelming grace to our 
detractors.”

Jones noted that as a Co-

operative Program ministry 
of the Arkansas Baptist State 
Convention (ABSC), Wil-
liams plays a strategic part in 
the mission to reach the world 
with the gospel.

He said he is happy to part-
ner with Ouachita Baptist Uni-
versity, the ABSC college and 
young leaders team, and J.D. 
“Sonny” Tucker to reach col-
legians.

“Together we are introduc-
ing, leading and discipling this 
generation of young women 
and men toward a more mean-
ingful relationship with Jesus 
Christ,” he said.

Jones spoke about the col-
lege’s upcoming 75th anniver-
sary and its growth through 
the years.

“As we begin this 75th year 
of service in Christian higher 
education, it is our continued 
prayer that our smallest in-
tentions be marked by a pro-
nounced leading of the Holy 
Spirit, a continued unwavering 
commitment to God’s Word 

See REPORTS page 10
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and a vigilant witness that 
boldly and consistently pro-
claims Jesus to those who des-
perately need the transformed 
mind that only He can bring.”

Camp Siloam 
Jason Wilkie, executive di-

rector of Camp Siloam (for-
merly known as Arkansas 
Baptist Assembly) in Siloam 
Springs, gave the camp’s report 
Nov. 3.

Wilkie referenced a worship 
song that was performed dur-
ing the annual meeting and 
said, “There is power to break 
every chain.” The phrase was 
the theme of Wilkie’s report 
as he highlighted how God is 
at work in the lives of students 
at Camp Siloam.

Wilkie said that camps are 
doing the work that revivals 
used to do – gathering lost 
people and preaching Christ 
to them. He said he believes 
camps are incredibly impor-
tant to the future of evange-
lism and that Camp Siloam is 
no exception.

Camp Siloam finished put-
ting together a 20-year mas-
ter plan this year, and Wilkie 
highlighted how the plan and 
the goals it has set forth will 
allow the camp to grow in in-
fluence throughout Arkansas 
and the rest of the region and 
reach more people with the 
gospel of Christ.

Wilkie said at the corner-
stone of the 20-year master 
plan is the construction of a 
new dining hall, as the exist-
ing dining hall on the campus 
is around 100 years old, out 
of code and has an outdated 
kitchen and no restrooms.

The goals set forth in the 
master plan are to see, by the 
year 2035, 15,000 campers in 
annual attendance for sum-
mer camp, 1,500 salvations 
(per year), 150 commitments 
to missions and full-time min-
istry (per year) and for the con-
ference center to be used 255 
days of the year.

“We cannot advance the vi-
sion of seeing more campers 
trust in Jesus Christ without a 
new dining hall,” said Wilkie.

Wilkie said the new dining 
hall will have the capability to 
feed 1,000 people in an hour, 
seating for more than 800 and 
bathroom facilities. He said 
the building’s architecture 
will match that of the existing 
worship center and will give 
people a place to “linger, have 

conversation and build rela-
tionships.” A new service road 
is also planned as part of the 
project so that supply trucks 
will not have to drive through 
campus to make deliveries.

The dining hall building 
project will cost $3.4 million, 
and $546,000 has already been 
pledged. Wilkie asked all Ar-
kansas Baptists to consider 
supporting the camp through 
giving to the building fund fi-
nancially or through prayer.

“It is our hope that, like the 
old dining hall, it will set the 
foundation for the next cen-
tury of ministry,” said Wilkie. 
“In John 21:16, Jesus said to 
Peter, ‘Do you love me?’ Peter 
said, ‘Lord, You know I do.’ 
Jesus said, ‘Feed my sheep.’ 
Help us feed Jesus’ sheep phys-
ically and spiritually.” 

ABCHomes 
David Perry, executive di-

rector of the Arkansas Baptist 
Children’s Homes and Fam-
ily Ministries (ABCHomes), 
opened the agency’s report by 
introducing Stephanie Rodg-
ers, a former ABCHomes resi-
dent and current president of 
the agency’s board, who spoke 
about her experience growing 
up in the organization and 
about how it continues to care 
for children across Arkansas.

“Our theme this year is 
Memories Made Here,” said 
Rodgers.

Rodgers told the story of  
“Seth,” a child adopted from a 
Third World country who de-
veloped anger issues but who, 
through the ministry of AB-
CHomes, accepted Christ and 
has now led multiple people to 
the Lord himself.

She said that this year 38 
boys have lived at the AB-
CHomes boys ranch, 137 chil-
dren have arrived at emergen-
cy shelters and ABCHomes 
counselors have conducted 
more than 2,000 counseling 
sessions. 

Rodgers said that AB-
CHomes’ newest ministries 
are family care homes for 
children and single mothers 
and Connected, a new foster 
care program. They launched 
their first family care home 
for children and single moth-
ers in June 2014 in Jonesboro; 
another family care home was 
opened recently in Little Rock, 
and another is planned for 
Springdale.

ABCHomes recently 
launched Connected, a pilot 
foster care program, in the 
North Pulaski Baptist Asso-
ciation in North Little Rock. 

The program works with asso-
ciations and local churches in 
order to find foster homes for 
children.

“I am excited to say that we 
have had 27 children accept 
Christ this year in our minis-
try,” said Rodgers.

Rodgers closed by saying 
that before she was placed 
in the care of ABCHomes as 
a child, it was a local Baptist 
church in the community in 
which she lived that took the 
initiative to knock on her, her 
siblings and her mother’s door 
and reach out to them.

“They came, and my mom 
felt comfortable enough to 
talk to the pastor about some 
things. There was major 
abuse and neglect, and I am 
so thankful that the Arkansas 
Baptist Children’s Homes ac-
cepted us,” said Rodgers.

Faith & Ethics Council 
Larry Page, executive direc-

tor of the Arkansas Faith and 
Ethics Council (AFEC), spoke 
to messengers at the annual 
meeting about potential up-
coming issues they could see in 
the culture and on ballots. He 
also encouraged messengers to 
look over the agency’s report – 
found in the Arkansas Baptist 
State Convention 2015 Book 
of Reports and 2014 Annual 
Audits – which summarizes 
recent work done in the legis-
lature, including some signifi-

cant victories. 
Addressing attendees, Page 

noted some of the things he 
anticipates seeing on the No-
vember 2016 general election 
ballot, including another state-
wide initiative to make the en-
tire state wet (legalize alcohol 
sales), a possible attempt to le-
galize medical marijuana and 
maybe even full recreational 
use of marijuana and a pos-
sible attempt to add to civil 
rights laws protected “sexual 
minority” groups, such as ho-
mosexual and transgender 
people.

Page said he is not sure 
if Arkansas will face such a 
change to civil rights laws im-
mediately. However, he noted 
that when civil rights laws 
are amended in this way, he 
anticipates it will open the 
floodgates and there will be an 
increase in discrimination law-
suits against Christian entities.

Page told messengers that 
legal experts in the field say 
that “we need to prepare for 
the worst and hope and pray 
for the best.”

“What we can’t do is stick 
our heads in the stand and pre-
tend we’re insulated in some 
way from all these rapid and 
dramatic changes that are oc-
curring in our culture,” Page 
said.

He noted churches must be 
prepared for multiple reasons, 
including good stewardship 

of funds; protection of pas-
tors, staffs and ministries, and 
provision of a comfort level 
so churches won’t pull too far 
back from ministry out of fear 
of lawsuits.

Page said there are five doc-
uments churches can request 
from the AFEC at no cost: a 
church statement of faith, a 
church membership agree-
ment form, a church facilities 
use policy, a church facilities 
use agreement form and a 
church employees agreement 
form. He said these docu-
ments are for both churches 
who have no protections in 
place yet and for those who do 
have protections in place and 
need to check that they are up-
to-date and effective.

He said the policies pro-
vided can help churches take 
advantage of the Religious 
Freedom Restoration Act and 
document that they have a 
“deeply held religious belief” 
on certain issues.

“What we can’t do is be-
come complacent. Listen, this 
area of law is evolving, some-
times almost daily, and we’ve 
got to stay on top of it. The 
world deserves the Truth. The 
world doesn’t need us being 
silenced. We’ve got to protect 
our rights to proclaim the gos-
pel and to reach people. And 
we need to keep loving people. 
And then let’s do all that’s rea-
sonable to protect ourselves, 
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to protect the church and then 
do ministry, and then let Satan 
‘bring it.’ I have it on good au-
thority, though, that he will 
not prevail. … It is really noth-
ing more than about protect-
ing the ministry and the ability 
for us to proclaim God’s Truth 
and His Word.”

Ouachita Baptist 
The Ouachita Baptist Uni-

versity annual meeting report 
began with a presentation of 
an award from the Internation-
al Mission Board (IMB) rec-
ognizing the school for their 
service in sending missionar-
ies to plant churches among 
unreached people groups. Ac-
cording to the IMB, over the 
past five years, Ouachita ranks 
No. 2 in field appointments 
and No. 1 overall among col-
leges and universities in active 
field personnel.

Following the award pre-
sentation, Charles Wright, 
Ouachita’s interim president, 
spoke of his deep love of the 
school, which began in 1955 
when he arrived on the cam-
pus for the first time as a fresh-
man.

“I want to say what Ouachi-
ta means to me tonight. To me, 
it’s a place where as you walk 
across the campus and you see 
students … and they look at 
you, they are happy, they smile 
at you and they greet you. You 
have to know that God is pres-
ent on the campus, and I be-
lieve He always has been,” said 
Wright.

J. Daniel Hays, dean of 
the Pruet School of Chris-
tian Studies at Ouachita, an-
nounced plans for a new ini-
tiative, the Horne Center for 
Biblical Preaching.

“A critical aspect of that 

building and edifying the 
church is the faithful, accurate 
and consistent weekly procla-
mation of the Word of God 
through faithful preaching,” 
said Hays. “We are going to to-
tally renovate the Berry Bible 
Building. ... At the center of it, 
we are going to add a preach-
ing lab.”

Hays said that the preach-
ing lab will have 26 seats, will 
imitate a sanctuary and will 
allow students preparing to 
be preachers of the gospel to 
sharpen their skills for minis-
try. The lab will include tech-
nology, which will allow stu-
dent to be videotaped as they 
preach as a tool for instructing.

Hays said construction on 
the Horne center is scheduled 
to begin in late May or early 
June and the school hopes to 
be in the new building and uti-
lizing it by January 2017.

Arkansas Baptist News
“It is an honor to serve with 

you here in Arkansas as we 
work together to make Jesus 
Christ known in the Natural 
State,” Tim Yarbrough, edi-
tor/executive director of the 
Arkansas Baptist News (ABN) 
told messenger and guests.

Yarbrough reminded those 
attending the convention the 
ABN strives to publish uplift-
ing and inspiring stories, de-
signed to encourage believers 
and strengthen their faith.

“Are you appalled or just 
down right disgusted by what 
you see on nightly TV news or 
the news? Of course you are!” 
he said.

“We literally live in a time 
that can try and challenge 
our faith. As our society and 
culture become more secular 
and our country turns its back 
on God, it is important more 
than ever for Christians to 
know what they believe and to 
be ready to stand for their faith 
in Jesus Christ.”

Yarbrough said that’s where 
a publication like the ABN 
comes in.

“Our inspiring stories of 
the faith help you to stand 
firm in your faith during these 
trying times, just as believers 
are called to do in the Word of 
God, such as in 1 Corinthians 
16:13: ‘Be watchful, stand firm 
in the faith, act like men, be 
strong.’”

This past year, Yarbrough 
said, the ABN has published 
many such stories, with head-
lines such as, “From Satan 
follower to disciple of Jesus,” 
“Baptists reach bikers; 90-plus 
accept Christ,” “Former stu-
dent shares faith with dying 
coach,” “Community garden 
plants ‘seeds of faith,’” “350-
plus appeal for great revival to 
sweep nation” and “Arkansas 
pastor protests Planned Parent-
hood.”

“We are grateful for the 
support of Arkansas Baptists 
– 45 percent of the ABN bud-
get comes from the Coopera-
tive Program (CP) – so with 
your giving through CP, your 
church already supports our 
work ... even if you don’t sub-
scribe,” said Yarbrough, add-

ing, “The rest of our budget 
comes from subscriptions and 
advertising sales.”

He said that is why it is vi-
tally important for attendees’ 
churches to support the ABN 
by subscribing through one of 
the various church plans. 

Yarbrough said the newspa-
per staff is always trying new 
things, such as the hiring of 
an advertising director in 2014 
– all in its “continuing effort 
to wean the ABN off of its de-
pendency on the Cooperative 
Program in order to put more 
dollars on the mission field.”

“While it resulted in record 
advertising sales, it was not 
enough to justify the position, 
resulting in an overall loss. 
We have since eliminated the 
position and will finish 2015 
not only in the black, but will 
reach another all-time advertis-
ing sales record.”

Yarbrough reminded Ar-
kansas Baptists that the reach 
of their state Baptist newspa-
per is great.

“We sometimes don’t real-
ize how great our influence is 
in the Natural State. Did you 
know the Arkansas Baptist News 
is the among the Top 10 larg-
est subscription-based newspa-
pers – religious or secular – in 
the state of Arkansas? And we 
are without a doubt the No. 
1 religious newspaper in the 
state,” he said.

In closing, Yarbrough en-
couraged Arkansas Baptists to 
pick up copies of the fall edi-
tion of Arkansas Faith & Fam-
ily magazine for their churches 
and for outreach in their com-
munities. 

Charles Wright, interim president of Ouachita Baptist University, gives the school’s 
report during the annual meeting’s Tuesday evening session, Nov. 3.
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Roberts, pastor of First Baptist 
Church, Stuttgart, first vice 
president, and Steven Bell, 
pastor of Otter Creek Com-
munity Church, Little Rock, 
second vice president. Bell is 
believed to be the first African-
American elected as an ABSC 
officer, according to conven-
tion leaders.

Messengers approved a 
total of nine resolutions, in-
cluding resolutions address-
ing racial reconciliation, the 
sanctity of human life, services 
to children at risk, the bibli-
cal definition of marriage, re-
ligious liberty, the persecution 
of Christians worldwide, the 
90th anniversary of the Coop-
erative Program and spiritual 
renewal and revival (see Pages 
13-15 for details).

ABSC Executive Board 
teams and ministries and Ar-
kansas Baptists shared various 
reports during the two-day 
meeting, including testimonies 
about church planting, impact 
stories from work funded 
through the Dixie Jackson Ar-
kansas Missions Offering and 
other work around the state 
such as one-day mission trips.

There were several times 
of focused prayer, including a 
special call for revival and spir-
itual awakening that ended the 
annual meeting on Nov. 4.

Worship during the meet-
ing was led by the worship 
team from Central Baptist 
Church, Jonesboro; Leslie 
Willis of Parkway Place Bap-
tist Church, Little Rock, and 
the worship team from Hot 
Springs Baptist Church. Ad-
ditional special music was pro-
vided by the Ouachita Baptist 
University Choir and Arkan-
sas Master’Singers. 

Board report, budget
Greg Sykes, Arkansas Bap-

tist State Convention (ABSC) 
Executive Board president and 
senior pastor of First Baptist 
Church, Russellville, gave the 
Executive Board report Nov. 3. 

Sykes reported that the 
property of the former First 
Baptist Church, Diaz, was 

given as a gift to Central Bap-
tist Church, Jonesboro, in 
order for Central Baptist to 
start a mission church. Sykes 
said the transaction showed 
up in the convention’s finan-
cials as a gain and loss, but ex-
plained that because of the na-
ture of the transaction, it was 
not an operational loss.

Archie Mason, ABSC presi-
dent and senior pastor of Cen-
tral Baptist, reported a church 
that started at the location 
is now running two services, 
averaging around 150 people 
in worship, and has its own 
teaching pastor.

The Executive Board’s 2016 
Cooperative Program budget of 
$22 million, team goals, Camp 
Siloam’s financial campaign 
and an amendment to  the 
Arkansas Baptist Children’s 
Homes and Family Ministries’ 
bylaws were all passed unani-
mously (for details, see the 
Aug. 27 and Sept. 24 editions 
of the Arkansas Baptist News).

Panel discussion
Mason moderated a panel 

discussion Nov. 3 during the 
afternoon session that in-
cluded Nick Floyd, teaching 
pastor of Cross Church, Fay-
etteville; Wes George, senior 
pastor of First Baptist Church, 
Rogers; Brad Lewter, senior 
pastor of Grand Avenue Bap-
tist Church, Fort Smith, and 
Andy Swart, elder/lead pastor 
of Metro Church, Rogers.

Many of the questions for 
the panel revolved around cur-
rent cultural issues, including 
LGBT (lesbian, gay, bisexual 
and transgender) issues, mar-
riage and growing rates of di-
vorce inside and outside of the 
Church (see Faith & Culture 
on Page 18 for details from a 
recent LifeWay Research study 
concerning divorce). 

Mason asked the pastors 
on the panel to discuss what 
specific issues they have seen 
in their communities and con-
gregations and how they have 
been addressing them and 
leading their churches through 
them.

Miscellaneous 
– During the Tuesday af-

ternoon session, Mark Dance, 

vice president for pastoral 
resources at LifeWay Chris-
tian Resources, presented 
ABSC Executive Director J.D. 
“Sonny” Tucker and Mason 
with duck calls featuring a 
LifeWay logo. Dance also pre-
sented Mason with two books, 
and he later gave Robby Tin-
gle, ABSC associational mis-
sionary liaison, a Bible.

– During a time of miscella-
neous business, Rex Horne Jr., 
of Immanuel Baptist Church, 

Little Rock, moved that mes-
sengers dedicate the 2015 An-
nual of the ABSC in the mem-
ory of William H. “Buddy” Sut-
ton. The motion was seconded 
and passed unanimously.

– Additionally, Ernest 
Allen, pastor of Myron Baptist 
Church, Ash Flat, moved for 
future ABSC Annual Meet-
ings to begin with the pledges 
to the American and Christian 
flags. The motion carried.

– Though it was not brought 

as a motion, Emily Ruth Wat-
son, from Greenlee Memorial 
Baptist Church, Pine Bluff, en-
couraged attendees to tithe so 
that missionaries didn’t have 
to return from the mission 
field. “Even through the De-
pression and the years of the 
Second World War, we tithed. 
We sent missionaries. And 
now we’re bringing missionar-
ies home,” she said. “If we’ll 

See MEETING page 19
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Arkansas Baptists make voices known on nine resolutions
HOT SPRINGS – Arkansas 
Baptists made their voices 
known on a number of issues 
by approving nine resolutions, 
including resolutions address-
ing racial reconciliation, the 
sanctity of human life, services 
to children at risk, the bibli-
cal definition of marriage, re-
ligious liberty, the persecution 
of Christians worldwide, the 
90th anniversary of the Coop-
erative Program and spiritual 
renewal and revival. Below is 
the full text of approved reso-
lutions as provided by the Ar-
kansas Baptist State Conven-
tion.

RESOLUTION NO. 1:
APPRECIATION

Whereas, this year’s an-

nual meeting has been guided 
prayerfully, fairly, and effec-
tively by our President, Dr. Ar-
chie Mason, with the support 
and assistance of Dr. James D. 
“Sonny” Tucker, Executive Di-
rector, and the other dedicated 
staff and leaders of the Conven-
tion; and 

Whereas, the staff and laity 
of Hot Springs Baptist Church, 
Hot Springs, have provided 
excellent service and arrange-
ments for the annual meeting; 
and

Whereas, the one hundred 
and sixty-second session has 
been ably organized by the Pro-
gram Committee; therefore, be 
it

Resolved, that we, the mes-
sengers to the Arkansas Baptist 
State Convention, meeting at 
Hot Springs Baptist Church, 

Hot Springs, Arkansas, Novem-
ber 3-4, 2015, express our deep 
appreciation to our president, 
executive director, convention 
officers, the staff and members 
of Hot Springs Baptist Church, 
Hot Springs, and the Program 
Committee for their diligent 
and sacrificial service in the 
successful preparation and 
guidance of the one hundred 
and sixty-second session of the 
Arkansas Baptist State Conven-
tion.

RESOLUTION NO. 2:
ON RACIAL 
RECONCILIATION

Whereas, the Bible teaches 
that God created men and 
women in His image (Genesis 
1:27) and made every person 
from the union of one man and 
one woman; and

Whereas, God loves the 
world (John 3:16), gave His son 
to die for the sins of the entire 
world (1 John 2:2), and, through 
Christ, He is reconciling to 
Himself people from every tribe, 
tongue, and nation (Revelation 
5:9); and

Whereas, our justification 
before God is based on faith in 
Christ alone and not in our eth-
nicity (Galatians 3:27-28); and

Whereas, God has made be-
lievers one in Christ, clothed 
in righteousness of Christ, and 
uniquely qualified to stand to-
gether in faith (Ephesians 2:15-

16); and
Whereas, the Lord has given 

His people the mission of mak-
ing disciples from every nation 
(Matthew 28:19); and

Whereas, racism is sin be-
cause it disregards the image of 
God in all people and denies 
the truth of the Gospel that be-
lievers are all one in Him; and

Whereas, we grieve over the 
continued presence of racism 
and the recent escalation of ra-
cial tension in our nation; and

Whereas, Arkansas Southern 
Baptists, in both our congrega-
tions and entities, increasingly 
reflect the racial and ethnic di-
versity in our communities and 
state; therefore, be it

Resolved, that the messengers 
to the Arkansas Baptist State 
Convention, meeting at Hot 
Springs Baptist Church, Hot 
Springs, Arkansas, November 
3-4, 2015, recommit ourselves to 
the responsibility and privilege 
of loving and equipping people 
of all races and ethnicities in our 
communities; and, be it further

Resolved, that we urge 
churches to demonstrate their 
hearts for racial reconciliation 
by seeking to increase racial and 
ethnic diversity through church 
staff, leadership and member-
ship; and, be it further

Resolved, that we call on Ar-
kansas Southern Baptists to be 
faithful to seek reconciliation 
in their personal relationships 
and local communities as they 

demonstrate the power of the 
Gospel to reconcile all persons 
in Christ; and, be it finally

Resolved, that we will be dili-
gent in denouncing racial dis-
crimination in whatever form it 
takes in seeking to bring healing 
and cohesiveness to our frac-
tured culture as we understand 
that in the final analysis there 
is one race – the human race – 
created by God for His pleasure. 

RESOLUTION NO. 3:
ON THE SANCTITY OF 
HUMAN LIFE

Whereas, the Bible clearly 
establishes that God created 
human life in His image, mak-
ing each individual worthy of 
honor and dignity (Genesis 1: 
27; 9:6); and

Whereas, God, as creator, 
alone numbers our days from 
conception until natural death 
(Job 14:5-7; Psalm 39:4); and

Whereas, an estimated 57 
million unborn babies have 
been aborted since the legaliza-
tion of abortion in 1973 (Roe v. 
Wade); and

Whereas, recent disgust-
ing hidden camera videos of 
Planned Parenthood revealed 
how administrators and physi-
cians 1) discussed how babies 
can be butchered in ways that 
preserve their organs, tissue, 
and body parts; 2) dickered on 
the price for the sale of those 
organs, tissue, and body parts; 
and 3) sold them for a profit in 
an exhibition of unconscionable 
inhumanity; and

Whereas, Planned Parent-
hood is the largest provider of 
abortion in America; and

Whereas, the reprehensible 
actions of Planned Parenthood 
and the rhetoric of those who 
defend such barbarity provides 
evidence that ours is becoming 
increasingly a culture of death; 
therefore, be it

Resolved, that the messengers 
to the Arkansas Baptist State 

See RESOLUTIONS page 14
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Convention, meeting at Hot 
Springs Baptist Church, Hot 
Springs, Arkansas, November 
3-4, 2015, decry the genocide of 
legalized abortion in our nation 
and call on civil authorities to 
enact laws that defend the lives 
of the unborn; and, be it further

Resolved, that we com-
mend Arkansas Governor Asa 
Hutchinson for his principled 
decision to attempt to defund 
Planned Parenthood’s offices 
and facilities in the state; and, 
be it further

Resolved, that we encourage 
Arkansas Southern Baptists to 
continue to expand their local 
ministries that care for and pro-
tect the unborn, vulnerable, and 
defenseless; and, be it finally

Resolved, that we call on Ar-
kansas Southern Baptist church-
es and entities to show the love 
of Christ through appropriate 
means to those women most 
vulnerable to the victimization 
of the abortion industry, and to 
show grace and mercy to those 
individuals who grieve with re-
pentance over past abortions.

RESOLUTION NO. 4:
ON SERVICES TO 
CHILDREN AT RISK

Whereas, it is important that 
we sharpen our focus on the 
plight of the over half million 
orphans, foster children, and 
minors who have no permanent, 

continued from page 13
RESOLUTIONS forever families in America; and

Whereas, children enter the 
foster care system through no 
fault of their own – it is a result 
of abuse, neglect, or abandon-
ment by parents or guardians 
who for various reasons, such as 
drug addiction, mental illness, 
poverty, underemployment, and 
unemployment, incarceration, 
etc. leave them unable or unwill-
ing to care for the children they 
are responsible for; and

Whereas, the need in Arkan-
sas for more caregivers is critical 
and in crisis mode with around 
1,000 qualified foster homes 
and some 4,000 children need-
ing foster care; and

Whereas, there is also a sig-
nificant shortage of adoptive 
homes for the hundreds of chil-
dren in our state awaiting adop-
tion; and

Whereas, annually about 250 
foster children in our state “age 
out” of the foster care system 
(reach age 18 without having 
been adopted into a perma-
nent family); and many of these 
young people face almost insur-
mountable problems in entering 
and navigating the challenges of 
adulthood; and

Whereas every year there are 
about 600 foster children in 
Arkansas waiting for adoption 
and far too few families willing 
to give them a permanent fam-
ily; and

Whereas the failure to meet 
the needs of these vulnerable 
and needy children causes un-
told harm, misery, and dysfunc-
tional and spiritually impover-

ished lives; and
Whereas Arkansas Baptist 

Churches and church families 
have the means, are able, and 
are equipped to meet the needs 
of the state’s  children at risk; 
and

Whereas, God considers the 
care of orphans to be “pure and 
undefiled religion” (James 1:27); 
and

Whereas, believers are 
charged with caring for “the 
least of these” (Matthew 25:40), 
our “neighbor”  (Luke 10: 25-
37), and the “fatherless” (Psalm 
82:3 and Isaiah 1:17); and

Whereas, Christ said that 
“whoever welcomes a little child 
like this in my name welcomes 
me” (Matthew 18:5); and

Whereas, we acknowledge 
that we believers are disobedi-
ent when we do not do the good 
we know we should do (James 
4:17); therefore, be it

Resolved, that the messen-
gers to the Arkansas Baptist 
State Convention, meeting at 
Hot Springs Baptist Church, 
Hot Springs, Arkansas, Novem-
ber 3-4, 2015, commit ourselves 
to an aggressive effort to reach 
churches, their pastors, staff, 
and members with the urgency 
of the tremendous needs that 
the most vulnerable children in 
our state and to recruit mem-
bers within the churches who 
can meet those needs; and, be 
it further

Resolved, that the purpose of 
this exhortation will be to seek 
church members of Arkansas 
Southern Baptist Churches who 

will step up and offer to serve 
as foster and adoptive parents, 
to aid those who do so finan-
cially or in other ways; and, be 
it finally

Resolved, that we will em-
brace enthusiastically this ap-
proach, knowing that it can and 
should prove to be a very effec-
tive way to further accomplish 
the Great Commission by not 
only meeting the physical, so-
cial, emotional, and psychologi-
cal needs of children at risk – 
but also by meeting the greatest 
need of all – the need for Christ 
in their precious lives (Matthew 
5:16).

RESOLUTION NO. 5:
ON THE BIBLICAL DEFINI-
TION OF MARRIAGE

Whereas, God in His infinite 
and Divine wisdom created mar-
riage as a holy union of one man 
and one woman, covenanted to-

gether for the remainder of their 
lives (Genesis 2:18-24; Hebrews 
13:4); and

Whereas, Jesus, himself, dur-
ing His early ministry sanctified 
and blessed God’s definition 
of marriage through His public 
teaching (Matthew 19:4-6); and

Whereas, marriage is first 
and foremost a holy institution 
which testifies to the covenant 
between Christ and His church 
(Ephesians 5:22-32); and

Whereas, the Baptist Faith & 
Message (2000) recognizes the 
biblical definition of marriage 
as “the uniting of one man and 
one woman in covenant com-
mitment for a lifetime,” stating 
further, “It is God’s unique gift 
to reveal the union between 
Christ and His church and to 
provide for the man and the 
woman in marriage the frame-
work for intimate companion-
ship, the channel of sexual ex-
pression according to biblical 
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standards, and the means for 
procreation of the human race”; 
and

Whereas, God has created 
and ordained human govern-
ment for both the recognition 
and honor of public good, as 
well as the restraining of what is 
evil (Romans 13:1-7); and

Whereas, marriage is by na-
ture a public institution which 
promotes human flourishing in 
all areas of human life, includ-
ing but not limited to bringing 
forth children, emotional, so-
cial, sexual, and psychological 
health; and

Whereas, the Supreme Court 
of the United States ruled on 
June 26, 2015 in Obergefell vs. 
Hodges that same sex marriage 
is legal in all states; and

Whereas, the redefinition of 
marriage will not only further 
erode the honored position of 
marriage in our culture, but will 
inevitably erode religious liberty 
as well as rights of conscience of 
all who remain faithfully com-
mitted to marriage as one man 
and one woman for life; there-
fore, be it

Resolved, that the messen-
gers of the Arkansas Baptist 
State Convention, meeting at 
Hot Springs Baptist Church, 
Hot Springs, Arkansas, Novem-
ber 3-4, 2015, prayerfully call 
upon our nation and national 
leaders to repent and turn back 
to God for His blessing and for-
giveness; and, be it further

Resolved, that the messen-
gers agree without reservation 
that Southern Baptists recognize 
that no governing institution 
has the authority to negate or 
usurp God’s definition of mar-
riage, and that with the South-
ern Baptist Convention of 2015, 
the messengers reaffirm their 
unwavering commitment to 
its doctrinal and public beliefs 
concerning marriage; and, be it 
further

Resolved, that the messen-
gers call upon Christians to 
stand firm upon the Scriptures’ 
inerrant teachings concern-
ing marriage as the basis of all 
human relationships; and, be it 
further

Resolved, that the churches 
of the Arkansas Baptist State 
Convention will continue to 
seek and work for the welfare of 
our nation, and pray to the Lord 
on its behalf (Jeremiah 29:7); 
and, be it finally

Resolved, that the churches 
of the Arkansas Baptist State 
Convention love our neighbors 
and extend respect and goodwill 
to all people, including those 
who may disagree with us con-
cerning the nature of marriage.

RESOLUTION NO. 6:
ON RELIGIOUS LIBERTY

Whereas, God has granted 

religious freedom to mankind, 
in all respects, including those 
matters of eternal significance 
(Genesis 2:16-17; Luke 13:34; 
Acts 4:19-21; 5:29; 17:16-34); 
and

Whereas, religious freedom 
is a fundamental and inviolable 
human right and an indispens-
able component of a free soci-
ety; and

Whereas, history is replete 
with examples of the disastrous 
results of governmental efforts 
to interfere with individual con-
science and religious belief; and

Whereas, the First Amend-
ment to the U.S. Constitution 
guarantees religious freedom 
for everyone under its jurisdic-
tion declaring that “Congress 
shall make no law respecting 
an establishment of religion, 
or prohibiting the free exercise 
thereof”; and

Whereas, numerous people 
of faith across the country are 
being denied the right to oper-
ate their businesses in a manner 
consistent with their deeply-
held faith beliefs and Biblical 
truths, especially with regard to 
their convictions about same-sex 
marriage, gender-identity, and 
transgender issues, resulting in 
loss of status, income, and liveli-
hood and threats of arrest, fines, 
and imprisonment; and

Whereas, some public of-
ficials and governments are 
discriminating against consti-
tutionally- protected religious 
activities, practices, and civic 
involvement; and

Whereas, it is highly likely 
that attempts will be made to 
force churches and their pas-
tors and staff members to yield 
their deeply-held religious be-
liefs to the new politically-cor-
rect dogma and mandates in a 
misguided and disastrous drive 
to make ours a secular culture; 
therefore, be it

Resolved, that the messen-
gers to the Arkansas Baptist 
State Convention, meeting at 
Hot Springs Baptist Church, 
Hot Springs, Arkansas, Novem-
ber 3-4, 2015, express gratitude 
for our God-given religious free-
dom; and, be it further

Resolved, that we call on 
every branch of government 
to investigate all claims of first 
amendment violations and to 
correct, discipline, or sanction 
any who are involved in these 
violations; and, be it further

Resolved, that we urge those 
who engage in defending the 
legal rights of people of faith to 
come to the aid of those who are 
facing discrimination for their 
faith by federal, state, and local 
governments and institutions, 
and by individuals; and, be it 
finally

Resolved, that we pledge to 
defend the God-given and con-

stitutionally guaranteed right 
of every American citizen to 
worship God freely in thought, 
word, and deed.

RESOLUTION NO. 7:
ON PERSECUTION OF 
CHRISTIANS

Whereas, our Baptist Faith 
and Message (2000) vouches for 
the God-given and indispens-
able principle of religious lib-
erty; and

Whereas, every person de-
serves to be treated with dignity 
and respect by virtue of being 
created in God’s image (Genesis 
1:27); and

Whereas, countless Chris-
tians worldwide are experienc-
ing religious persecution, in-
cluding among other things, 
oppression, imprisonment, tor-
ture, and martyrdom, because 
of their faith in Jesus Christ (2 
Timothy 3:12); and

Whereas, Christians living 
in nations where they are free 
to exercise their religious liberty 
should not only pray for their 
oppressed brothers and sisters 
throughout the world, but they 
should also advocate strenuous-
ly for their protection, and work 
diligently to secure their rights 
(Micah 6:8); therefore, be it

Resolved, that the messen-
gers to the Arkansas Baptist 
State Convention, meeting at 
Hot Springs Baptist Church, 
Hot Springs, Arkansas, Novem-
ber 3-4, 2015, vigorously oppose 
and condemn religious persecu-
tion being carried out around 
the world; and, be it further

Resolved, that we encour-
age our public officials to raise 
religious liberty issues to the 
highest level in fulfilling their 
foreign policy responsibilities, 
applying sanctions to those na-
tions which engage in or toler-
ate persecution based on the 
victim’s religious beliefs; and, 
be it finally

Resolved, that we call for 
all Arkansas Southern Baptists 
to pray for our oppressed and 
persecuted fellow believers, be-
seeching God to bring them de-
liverance, justice, the strength to 
run the race, and the efficacy of 
their witness.

RESOLUTION NO. 8:
ON THE NINETIETH 
ANNIVERSARY OF THE 
COOPERATIVE PROGRAM

Whereas, the “Cooperative 
Program of the Southern Bap-
tists” was established in 1925 as 
a means to achieve cooperation 
between the state conventions 
and the Southern Baptist Con-
vention; and

Whereas, the Cooperative 
Program was viewed as “the best 
and most practical way of meet-

ing our obligations and provid-
ing for the ongoing of all our 
enterprises”; and

Whereas, the Arkansas 
Baptist State Convention and 
the other cooperating state 
conventions have continued 
to serve the ministry needs of 
the churches in their respec-
tive states while simultaneously 
forwarding, often sacrificially, a 
larger portion of Cooperative 
Program funds they received 
from their churches; and

Whereas, the Southern Bap-
tist Convention ministries fund-
ed through the Cooperative Pro-
gram represent what may be his-
tory’s largest fully-funded evan-
gelical overseas missions force; 
continuing to expand its North 
American church planting net-
work; addressing social, moral, 
and religious liberty concerns 
domestically and globally; and 
supporting a thriving theologi-
cal higher education enterprise 
with more than 18,000 students 
currently enrolled through the 
Southern Baptist Convention’s 
six seminaries; therefore, be it

Resolved, that the messengers 
to the Arkansas Baptist State 
Convention, meeting at Hot 
Springs Baptist Church, Hot 
Springs, Arkansas, November 
3-4, 2015, express gratitude to 
God for His providential guid-
ance in the creation of the Co-
operative Program and for His 
multiplied blessings through 
the missions support enterprise; 
and, be it further

Resolved, that we encourage 
Arkansas Southern Baptists to 
“continue to honor and affirm 
the Cooperative Program as the 
most effective means of mobiliz-
ing our churches and extending 
our outreach,” while also ac-
knowledging and affirming the 
value of other Great Commis-
sion Giving from the churches; 
and, be it finally

Resolved, that we celebrate 
each Arkansas Southern Baptist 
Church that supports the mis-
sions and ministries of South-
ern Baptists by their generous 
giving through the Cooperative 
Program

RESOLUTION NO. 9:
ON SPIRITUAL RENEWAL 
AND REVIVAL

Whereas, in the Old Testa-
ment God’s people from time 
to time rebelled against God, 
prompting Him to discipline 
them, which often led to them 
turning to Him in repentance, 
prayer, renewed obedience, at 
which time His glory would 
once again fill the house of 
God and His people would be 
endowed and infused with fresh 
life from heaven; and

Whereas, God has many 
times in the past manifested 

Himself among His people giv-
ing refreshing revival, and spiri-
tual awakening; and

Whereas, though some parts 
of the body of Christ have ex-
perienced seasons of spiritual 
awakening since the mid-1970s 
there’s been no overall experi-
ence of revival for four decades, 
while the Church and our cul-
ture have been drifting further 
and further into a moral and 
spiritual state of rebellion and 
corruption; and

Whereas, our Southern Bap-
tist Convention has been in a 
state of steady decline in bap-
tisms for the past fifteen years 
(since 2000); and

Whereas, Ronnie Floyd, our 
current Southern Baptist Presi-
dent, has challenged Southern 
Baptists to “Humbly Come 
Together Before God in Clear 
Agreement, Visible Union, and 
in Extraordinary Prayer for the 
Next Great Awakening and for 
the World to Be Reached for 
Christ”; and

Whereas, the template for a 
great revival is set out for us in 
2 Chronicles 7:14, where God 
directs as follows: “If my people 
who are called by My name will 
humble themselves, and pray 
and seek My face, and turn 
from their wicked ways, then I 
will hear from heaven, and will 
forgive their sin and heal their 
land”; therefore, be it

Resolved, that the messen-
gers to the Arkansas Baptist 
State Convention, meeting at 
Hot Springs Baptist Church, 
Hot Springs, Arkansas, No-
vember 3-4, 2015, according to 
the pattern set in 2 Chronicles 
7:14 do commit to dedicate and 
consecrate ourselves to engage 
in faithful and fervent prayer 
for the spiritual healing of our 
churches, our state convention, 
our state, and our nation; and, 
be it finally

Resolved, that we implore 
our Heavenly Father to endow 
us with a fresh filling of His 
Spirit that will be manifested in 
an outpouring of His love and 
holiness, enabling us to seek 
with renewed zeal the salvation 
of lost souls and a marvelous 
spiritual awakening in our land.

Submit your church news by 
calling 800-838-2272, 
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Thank you, Arkansas Baptist churches
The Arkansas Baptist News (ABN) staff would like to express their gratitude 
to all churches and associations that support the ministry of the ABN by 
offering an every resident or group subscription plan to send the print 
edition to all or some of their families. If your church is not listed, call 800-

838-2272, ext. 5156, and we will provide you with information on how to 
subscribe. If your church is listed and you would like to receive the ABN, 
please contact your church office. And if your church should be listed and is 
not, please let us know.

Alexander, Vimy Ridge  
Immanuel
Alma, Alma First
Almyra, Almrya First
Alpena, Alpena First
Arkadelphia, Arkadelphia First
Arkadelphia, Cedar Grove
Arkadelphia, Mount Zion
Arkadelphia, Red River  
Association
Arkadelphia, Unity
Arkansas City, Arkansas City
Ash Flat, Ash Flat First
Ashdown, Ashdown First
Ashdown, Oak Grove
Augusta, Augusta First
Augusta, Grace
Austin, Old Austin
Bald Knob, Central
Barton, Barton
Batesville, Calvary
Batesville, Fellowship
Batesville, Mount Zion
Batesville, Pilgrims Rest
Batesville, Rehobeth
Batesville, Ruddell Hill
Bauxite, Pleasant Hill
Bay, Bay First
Bearden, Bearden First
Bee Branch, Bee Branch
Beebe, Antioch
Beebe, Beebe First
Beebe, Union Valley
Beirne, Beirne First
Bella Vista, Village 
Belleville, Grace Memorial
Benton, Benton First
Benton, Calvary
Benton, Gravel Hill
Benton, Highland Heights
Benton, Mount Vernon
Benton, Ridgecrest
Benton, Temple
Bentonville, Park Street
Berryville, Freeman Heights
Berryville, Grandview First
Berryville, Southern Heights
Bigelow, Bigelow 
Biscoe, Biscoe First
Bismarck, Bismarck First
Black Rock, New Hope #1
Blevins, Marlbrook
Blytheville, Bethany
Blytheville, North Tenth Street
Blytheville, Yarbro
Branch, Branch 
Brinkley, Brinkley First
Brookland, New Antioch
Bryant, Bryant First Southern
Cabot, Cabot First
Cabot, Mount Carmel
Cabot, Mountain Springs
Cabot, Zion Hill
Camden, Calvary

Camden, Camden First
Camden, Cullendale First
Camden, Elliott
Camden, Grace
Camden, Hillside
Caraway, Caraway First
Carlisle, Carlisle First
Cash, Pitts
Cave City, Eastside
Charleston, Charleston First
Cherry Valley, Cherry Valley
Chidester, Chidester
Clarksville, Cherry Street
Clarksville, Clarksville First
Clarksville, Clarksville Second
Clarksville, East Mount Zion
Clarksville, Union Grove
Clarksville, Woodland
Clinton, Clinton First
Clinton, Formosa
Clinton, Friendship
Clinton, Lexington
Clinton, Plant
Concord, Concord First
Conway, Brumley
Conway, Cadron Ridge
Conway, Conway Second
Conway, Oak Bowery
Conway, Pickles Gap
Conway, Pleasant Grove
Conway, Sunny Gap
Conway, Woodland Heights
Corning, Calvary
Corning, Corning First
Corning, Hopewell
Cotter, Cotter First
Cove, Cove First
Cove, Hatton 
Crossett, Magnolia
Crossett, Meridian
Crossett, South Main
Danville, Danville First
Dardanelle, Calvary
Dardanelle, New Hope
De Queen, De Queen First
De Queen, Kern Heights
De Witt, De Witt First
De Witt, Eastside
De Witt, Faith
Decatur, Decatur First
Decatur, Mason Valley
Deer, Cassville
Deer, Deer
Delaplaine, Delaplaine
Delaware, Delaware First
Delight, Antione
Dermott, Bellaire
Dermott, Halley
Dermott, Jerome 
Des Arc, Des Arc First
Doddridge, Mount Zion
Dolph, Dolph First
Dover, Dover First
Dumas, Anderson Chapel

Dumas, Dumas First
Earle, Earle
East End, Hensley
El Dorado, Caledonia
El Dorado, Ebenezer
El Dorado, El Dorado First
El Dorado, Galilee
El Dorado, Midway
El Dorado, Northwest
El Dorado, Southside
El Dorado, Union
El Dorado, Urbana
Elaine, Elaine
Emmet, Emmet First
England, England First
England, Plum Bayou
Etowah, Etowah
Eureka Springs, Rock Springs
Evening Shade, Evening Shade 
First
Fairfield Bay, Fairfield Bay
Farmington, Farmington
Fayetteville, Black Oak
Fayetteville, Fayetteville First
Fayetteville, Ridgeview
Fayetteville, Sang Avenue
Fayetteville, Southside
Flippin, Flippin First
Floral, Floral
Fordyce, Fordyce First
Fordyce, Prosperity
Fordyce, Southside
Forrest City, Forrest City First
Fort Smith, Calvary
Fort Smith, Concord  
Association
Fort Smith, Fort Smith First
Fort Smith, Immanuel
Fort Smith, Spradling
Fort Smith, Temple
Fort Smith, Trinity
Gassville, Pilgrims Rest
Gilbert, Zion’s Light
Gillett, Gillett First
Gillham, Gillham First
Glenwood, Glenwood First
Goshen, Goshen First
Gould, Gould First
Grannis, Grannis First
Green Forest, Rudd 
Greenbrier, Wooster First
Greenland, Greenland First
Greenway, Greenway First
Greenwood, Greenwood  
First
Greenwood, Jenny Lind
Greenwood, Palestine
Greenwood, Westwood 
Greers Ferry, Lone Star
Greers Ferry, Pleasant Ridge
Greers Ferry, West Side
Gregory, Gregory
Gurdon, Center Point
Gurdon, South Fork

Hackett, Hackett First
Hackett, Mount Zion
Hackett, New Providence
Hamburg, Hamburg First
Hamburg, Shiloh
Hamburg, Southside
Hampton, Hampton First
Hardy, New Hope
Hardy, Spring River
Harrisburg, Anderson Tulley
Harrisburg, Calvary
Harrison, Batavia First
Harrison, Bear Creek Springs
Harrison, Elmwood
Harrison, Emmanuel
Hatfield, Hatfield First
Havana, Havana First
Hazen, Hazen First
Heber Springs, Grace
Heber Springs, Heber Springs 
First
Helena, Helena First
Henderson, Henderson First
Hensley, Woodson
Hermitage, Saline
Higden, Brownsville
Higden, Sugar Loaf First
Hindsville, Hindsville First
Horatio, Horatio First
Horseshoe Bend, Horseshoe 
Bend First
Hot Springs, Grand Avenue
Hot Springs, Harvey’s Chapel
Hot Springs, Hot Springs 
Hot Springs, Hot Springs First
Hot Springs, Piney 
Hot Springs, Vista Heights
Hot Springs, Mill Creek
Hot Springs Village, Balboa
Hot Springs Village, Barcelona 
Road
Hot Springs Village,  
Coronado
Hoxie, Hoxie First
Hughes, Hughes First
Humphrey, Humphrey 
Hunter, Hunter First
Huntington, Fellowship
Huntsville, Calvary
Huntsville, Huntsville First
Huntsville, Living Water
Jacksonville, Bayou Meto
Jacksonville, Gravel Ridge 
First
Jacksonville, Jacksonville First
Jacksonville, Jacksonville  
Second
Jacksonville, Marshall Road
Jessieville, Rock Springs
Jonesboro, Jonesboro First
Jonesboro, Needham
Jonesboro, Nettleton
Jonesboro, Strawfloor
Jonesboro, Walnut Street

Judsonia, Gateway
Judsonia, Judsonia First
Judsonia, Rocky Point 
Junction City, Wesson
Kensett, Kensett First
Keo, Keo
Kingsland, Kingsland First
Kingston, Kingston First 
Southern
Knobel, Knobel First
Knoxville, Knoxville First
Lake Village, Bayou Mason
Lake Village, Parkway
Lamar, Lamar 
Lambrook, Lambrook First
Lead Hill, Lead Hill First
Leslie, Leslie First
Lewisville, Canfield
Lexa, Lexa 
Lincoln, Liberty
Little Rock, Calvary
Little Rock, Crystal Hill
Little Rock, Geyer Springs 
First
Little Rock, Immanuel
Little Rock, Martindale
Little Rock, Parkway Place
Little Rock, Reynolds  
Memorial
Little Rock, West Side
London, London First
Lonsdale, Owensville
Lonoke, Lonoke 
Lonoke, New Hope
Lonoke, Steel Bridge
Lonoke, Wattensaw
Lowell, Hickory Creek
Lowell, Lowell First
Luxora, Luxora First
Magnolia, Central
Magnolia, Village
Malvern, Social Hill
Manila, Blackwater
Manila, Manila First 
Manila, Westside
Mansfield, Dayton
Mansfield, James Fork
Mansfield, Pleasant Grove #2
Marion, Immanuel
Marion, Marion First
Marked Tree, Marked Tree 
First
Marked Tree, Red Oak
Marmaduke, Marmaduke First
Marvell, Marvell First
Maumelle, Maumelle First
McCrory, McCrory First
McRae, McRae First
Melbourne, Midway
Mena, Acorn
Mena, Bethel
Mena, Calvary
Mena, Cherry Hill
Mena, Dallas Avenue
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Mena, Mena First
Mena, New Hope
Mena, Salem
Mena, Yocana
Midland, Midland First
Midway, Midway
Mineral Springs, Central
Monette, Monette First
Monticello, Enon Baptist
Monticello, Florence
Monticello, Immanuel
Monticello, Northside
Monticello, Second
Montrose, Montrose
Montrose, Mount Pleasant
Montrose, Sardis
Morrilton, Petit Jean  
Mountain First
Mount Ida, Lake Ouachita
Mount Ida, Mount Ida 
First
Mount Pleasant, Mount  
Pleasant Southern
Mount Vernon, Mount Vernon
Mountain Home, East Side
Mountain Home, Mountain 
Home First
Mountainburg, Mountainburg 
First
Mulberry, Mulberry First
Murfreesboro, Murfreesboro 
First
New Edenburg, New Edin-
burst First
North Little Rock, Central
North Little Rock, Forty  
Seventh Street
North Little Rock, Grace
North Little Rock, Graves Me-
morial
North Little Rock, Morrison 
Chapel
North Little Rock, Park Hill

North Little Rock, Remount
Nashville, Nashville First
Norfork, Lone Rock
Norman, Norman First
Norphlet, Norphlet First
Oil Trough, White River
Omaha, Lakeland
Omaha, New Hope
Osceola, East Side
Osceola, Osceola First
Ozark, Ozark First
Ozark, Webb City
Ozone, Ozone 
Pangburn, McJester
Pangburn, Pangburn First
Paragould, Big Creek
Paragould, Browns Chapel
Paragould, East Side
Paragould, New Friendship
Paragould, Pleasant Valley
Paragould, Robbs Chapel
Paragould, Unity
Parkdale, Parkdale
Parkin, Parkin First
Parks, Parks
Pea Ridge, Pea Ridge First
Pencil Bluff, Pencil Bluff  
First 
Perryville, Nimrod
Perryville, Perryville First
Perryville, Perryville Second
Piggott, Emmanuel
Piggott, Piggott First
Pine Bluff, Central
Pine Bluff, Claud Road
Pine Bluff, Matthews 
Memorial
Pine Bluff, Pine Bluff First
Pine Bluff, Shannon Road
Pine Bluff, Shepherd Hill
Pine Bluff, South Pine Wood
Pine Bluff, South Side
Plummerville, Plummerville 

First
Pocahontas, Oak Grove 
Portland, Portland
Pottsville, Pottsville
Prescott, Bethel
Quitman, Palestine
Quitman, Pines
Quitman, Quitman First
Ratcliff, Ratcliff First
Rector, Rector First 
Redfield, River Road
Reydell, Reydell
Rison, Rison
Roe, Aberdeen First
Rogers, Monte Ne
Rogers, Pleasant Grove
Rogers, Rocky Branch
Rogers, Rogers First
Rogers, Trinity
Roland, Natural Steps
Roland, North Point
Romance, Floyd First
Rose Bud, Rose Bud First
Rosie, Rosie
Rover, Rover
Russellville, Bakers Creek
Russellville, Crow Mountain
Russellville, East Point
Russellville, Russellville First
Russellville, Second
Saint Charles, Saint Charles
Salem, Salem First
Scotland, Scotland
Scranton, Scranton First
Searcy, Calvary
Searcy, Crosby
Searcy, Mount Hebron
Searcy, Searcy First
Searcy, Temple
Searcy, Valley
Sheridan, North Main
Sheridan, Sheridan First
Sherwood, Baring Cross

Sherwood, Indianhead Lake
Sherwood, Runyan First
Shirley, Pleasant Valley
Shirley, Shady Grove
Sidney, Sidney
Siloam Springs, Gum Springs
Siloam Springs, Highfill First
Siloam Springs, Robinson
Siloam Springs, Siloam 
Springs First
Smackover, Joyce 
Smackover, Maple Avenue
Smithville, Smithville
Solgohachia, Solgohachia
Sparkman, Holly Springs
Sparkman, Manning 
Sparkman, New Hope
Sparkman, Sparkman First
Springdale, Cross Church
Springdale, Berry Street
Springdale, Brush Creek
Springdale, Cross Church
Springdale, Oak Grove
Springdale, Silent Grove
Stamps, Stamps First
Star City, Fellowship Bible
Star City, Hickory Grove
Star City, Star City First
Star City, Yorktown First
Stephens, Salem
Stephens, Stephens First
Strong, Knowles
Strong, New London
Strong, Strong First
Stuttgart, Hagler 
Stuttgart, Southside
Stuttgart, Stuttgart First
Sulphur Rock, Sulphur Rock
Swifton, Swifton
Texarkana, Beech Street First
Texarkana, Cornerstone
Texarkana, Mandeville
Texarkana, Shiloh

Texarkana, Tennessee
Texarkana, Trinity
Tichnor, Tichnor
Tillar, Selma
Tillar, Tillar First
Timbo, Calvary
Trumann, Corners Chapel
Trumann, Maple Grove
Trumann, McCormick
Tulip, Tulip Memorial
Turner, Turner
Tyronza, Barton Chapel
Uniontown, Uniontown
Valley Springs, Bruno
Van Buren, Oak Grove 
Vandervoort, Vandervoort First
Viola, Viola Baptist
Waldron, Bates
Waldron, Haw Creek
Waldron, Temple
Waldron, Unity
Walnut Ridge, Egypt
Ward, Cocklebur
Warren, Immanuel
Warren, Macedonia
Warren, Warren First
Warren, Westside
Watson, Watson
Weiner, Weiner First
West Helena, West Acres
West Memphis, West  
Memphis First
West Point, West Point
Wheatley, Goodwin
White Hall, White Hall  
First
Wilton, Wilton First
Winthrop, Cross Roads 
First
Wiseman, Wiseman
Wynne, Ridgeview
Wynne, Union Avenue
Yellville, Yellville

Stay up-to-date online by visiting arkansasbaptist.org or ArkBaptNews on Facebook or Twitter
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Faith&Culture “Do not be conformed to this 
world, but be transformed by  
the renewal of your mind...”

 Romans 12:2 (ESV)

Threat of divorce hard to spot among churchgoers
NASHVILLE, Tenn. – Before 
a divorce, churchgoers in trou-
bled marriages look a lot like 
their happily married counter-
parts at church – participating, 
serving and leading at similar 
rates.

After a divorce, the differ-
ences can be stark. Twenty 
percent have dropped out of 
church entirely. In many cases, 
their children have stopped 
attending too. One-third give 
less to the church than they 
did before. Their churches re-
port leadership voids and frac-
tured relationships.

Yet pastors may have diffi-
culty helping couples save their 
marriages, because churchgo-
ers on the brink of separation 
often keep quiet at church 
about their marital woes.

Those are among the find-
ings of new research by Nash-
ville-based LifeWay Research. 
The study, sponsored by Focus 
on the Family, surveyed Prot-
estant pastors, churchgoing 

Americans in healthy marriag-
es, and churchgoing Ameri-
cans who divorced in the past 
five years.

The research points to a 
problem with church culture, 
said Scott McConnell, Life-
Way Research vice president. 
If couples are unwilling to 
discuss marital struggles at 
church, they don’t get the help 
they need.

Many couples also may not 
realize help is available.  While 
most pastors say their churches 
offer counseling referrals and 
other marriage aids, fewer 
churchgoers agree.

“Either pastors are overstat-
ing what they’re doing or not 
everybody is noticing what 
their church is doing,” McCo-
nnell said. “There are clearly 
gaps in communication when 
people don’t even know help 
exists.”

Divorce in the church
Divorce is a widespread 

issue for Protestant churches. 
Forty percent of pastors say 
at least one couple in their 
church separated or divorced 
in the past year.

Yet among regular church-
goers — those who attend once 
a month or more — church in-
volvement offers few clues to 
distinguish troubled marriag-
es from healthy ones. Three 
months before their separa-
tion, 7 in 10 regular churchgo-
ers who divorce are attending 
church once a week or more. 
For those in healthy marriages, 
the rate is 87 percent.

The two groups also report 
similar levels of involvement in 
small groups at church (46 per-
cent for those who divorce vs. 
41 percent for those in healthy 
marriages), serving in com-
munity ministries (34 percent 
vs. 31 percent) and positions 
of responsibility at church (39 
percent vs. 45 percent).

“Many of the people who 
end up divorcing are average 
churchgoers,” McConnell 
said. “You’re not always going 
to see it coming.”

He noted one exception 
— regular churchgoers whose 
spouses do not attend. Eigh-
teen percent of those who di-
vorced say their former spous-
es never attended church three 
months before their separa-
tion. In contrast, just 2 percent 
of those in healthy marriages 
say their spouse never attends.

Effects of divorce
After divorce, 8 in 10 still 

look like average churchgoers. 
They may switch churches, but 
they’re as involved as ever.

Twenty percent, though, 
no longer attend church—and 
the loss among their children 
is even higher. Among those 
with children who attended 
church before the separation, 
35 percent say at least one 
child no longer attends.

Nearly half of those who 
divorce (47 percent) leave the 
church they attended before 
their separation. Rarely will 
both members of a couple re-
main at the same church after 
a divorce (10 percent), McCon-
nell said. 

A third of those who di-
vorce (32 percent) say they give 
less to their local church than 
they gave before their separa-

tion. More than a quarter of 
this group stops giving at all.

Pastors say the repercus-
sions of divorce affect others 
as well. Thirty-one percent say 
divorce has fractured other re-
lationships in the church, and 
16 percent say it created leader-
ship voids. About 1 in 10 say 
divorce has hurt the church’s 
reputation (11 percent), halt-
ed its momentum (10 percent) 
or disbanded an adult small 
group or Sunday school class 
(9 percent).

“The vast majority of 
churches do not have an effec-
tive marriage ministry,” said 
Greg Smalley, vice president of 
Focus on the Family.  “In fact, 
most pastors are so busy doing 
other things, they often don’t 
consider the negative impact 
failed and mediocre marriages 
have on the mission of their 
church.

“The church should be the 
No. 1 distribution center for 
healthy marriages because of 
its unique role. Eighty percent 
of marriages began in church, 
giving the church a unique op-
portunity to build a relation-
ship with couples that can last 
throughout their marriage.”

Culture of silence
Nearly 8 in 10 churchgoers 

— and 94 percent of pastors — 
say their church is a safe place 
to talk about marital difficul-
ties.

Experience, however, tells a 
different story. Among those 
who divorced, only 48 percent 
discussed their marriage prob-
lems with the lead pastor. Even 
fewer talked to anyone else, 
such as another staff member 
(13 percent) or a member of a 
small group or Sunday school 
class (11 percent).

Thirty-one percent told 
no one — a troubling sign of 
church culture, McConnell 
said.

“If churches are dogmatic 
and not realistic about rela-
tionships, then those who have 
trouble in their marriage are 
never going to tell anybody,” 
he said. “That’s a wake-up call 
to the church.”

Offering support
Pastors say their churches 

offer a wide range of marriage 
support services, including re-
sources such as books and vid-
eos (77 percent) and referrals 
to professional counseling out-
side the church (75 percent).

Many churchgoers, how-
ever, seem unaware of the ser-
vices. Just 38 percent of those 
in healthy marriages and 21 
percent of those who divorced 
believe their church offers 
books and videos about mar-
riage. Thirty percent of those 
in healthy marriages and 23 
percent of those who divorced 
think their church refers peo-
ple to outside counselors.

“As much as churches al-
ready do things to help with 
marriage, there is still a huge 
opportunity to do more and to 
do it better,” he said. “I think 
the typical pastor would check 
the box and say, ‘We’re already 
doing this.’ And yet when we 
look deeper, there’s so much 
more that could be done.”

Deeper involvement by 
churches is critical, Smalley 
said. 

“While the impact is not al-
ways immediate and obvious, 
nothing can negatively affect 
a church’s ministry and mis-
sion, and thwart future health, 
more than hurting marriages 
and divorce.”
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Sam Moore Evangelistic Ministries
479-381-1170, 

sam@evangelistsammoore.com

Sam Moore is a vocational evangelist 
and a native of Arkansas. He has the 
gift of an evangelist and the heart of 
a pastor. He is available for Revivals, 
Crusades, Harvest Days and Witness 
Training. Now scheduling for 2016.

www.evangelistsammoore.com

prayerfully decide that you’re 
going to tithe, then we won’t 
be bringing missionaries home 
from the mission field.” Wat-
son’s words received a round 
of applause.

– The convention’s Nomi-
nating Committee report was 
approved with no challenges 
and no discussion. The com-
mittee nominates people to 
serve on boards of ABSC en-
tities and institutions. (For a 
list of nominees, see the Sept. 
24 edition of the ABN or visit 
arkansasbaptist.org/absc2015.)

– A block party was held on 
the grounds of Hot Springs 

Baptist Church to demon-
strate for church leaders how 
to hold block parties in their 
own churches.

– During a brief Executive 
Board meeting Tuesday af-
ternoon, Sykes was re-elected 
president of the board and 
Wyman Richardson, pastor 
at Central Baptist Church, 
North Little Rock, was elected 
vice president.

The 2016 annual meeting 
of the Arkansas Baptist State 
Convention will be held Oct. 
25-26 at Immanuel Baptist 
Church, Little Rock.

For additional coverage of 
the annual meeting, visit the 
Arkansas Baptist News Face-
book page or arkansasbaptist.
org/absc2015.

continued from page 12
MEETING

Midwestern Seminary receives $7 million for new student center

WALNUT RIDGE – Williams 
Baptist College cut the ribbon 
Sept. 25 on its newest facility, 
which is named for the lon-
gest tenured professor in the 
history of the college. The Joy 
Ring Student Success Center 
provides a range of tutoring 
and counseling services to help 
students have a successful col-
lege experience.

The facility is named for 

professor Joy Ring.
Williams President Tom 

Jones paid tribute to Ring, 
noting, “Joy Ring’s name and 
legacy are attached to this cen-
ter, and rightfully so. She has 
helped untold numbers of Wil-
liams students achieve in the 
classroom and in life.”

Ring was honored in May 
for reaching 50 years of service 
on the Williams faculty. 

WBC dedicates Joy Ring 
Student Success Center

KANSAS CITY, Mo. – In what 
President Jason Allen called an 
answer to prayer for one of the 
“most significant institutional 
needs” since the school’s in-
ception in 1957, Midwestern 

Baptist Theological Seminary 
received a lead gift from an 
Oklahoma family for a new 
student center.

Allen said he could not ap-
propriately express gratitude to 

God for His kind providence in 
uniting the seminary with Har-
old and Patricia Mathena, of 
Oklahoma City, who pledged 
$7 million to Midwestern Sem-
inary, as a lead gift toward an 

approximately $14 million stu-
dent center. 

“This is one of the largest 
gifts in the history of the South-
ern Baptist Convention (SBC) 
and in the history of theologi-
cal education in North Ameri-
ca as a whole,” Allen said.

The proposed student cen-
ter, approximately 40,000 
square feet, will hold a gym-
nasium, recreation and fitness 
areas, cafeteria, bookstore and 
student commons area, as well 

as space for additional staff or 
faculty offices.

“It is clear to me in the way 
God has worked throughout 
this process that His special 
favor is upon Midwestern 
Seminary,” Allen said. “And 
through the singular generos-
ity of the Mathenas in commit-
ting to this $7 million lead gift, 
we are able to pursue a student 
center here at this strategic 
juncture in Midwestern Semi-
nary’s life.”
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HEBER SPRINGS – When 
you think of going to church, 
you probably picture a tradi-
tional church building with 
pews and a steeple. You most 
likely imagine the standard 
ways of doing things like wor-
ship, evangelism and ministry. 

But cowboy churches have 
their own unique way of reach-
ing people for Christ.

Cowboy Churches of Arkan-
sas (CCOA) held a Cowboy 
Church Starting and Leader-
ship Clinic Nov. 6-7 at Moun-
tain Top Cowboy Church in 
Heber Springs.  About 80 
people from 13 churches par-
ticipated. CCOA is affiliated 
with the Arkansas Baptist State 
Convention (ABSC).

Attendees learned about 
things like being a cowboy 
pastor and the cowboy way of 
doing evangelism, ministries, 
worship and church starting.

“We wanted to pull all of 
our cowboy church planters 
together, and I wanted them 
to learn from the best – guys 
that the Lord has anointed,” 
said Roger Gaunt, church 
planter strategist with the 
ABSC church planting team. 
“Who better to train cowboy 
church planters and lead-
ers than successful cowboy 

church planters?”
All presenters were Arkan-

sas Baptist cowboy church 
planters: Donny Hargett, 
pastor of Calvary Trail Cow-
boy Church, Louann; Mike 
Launius, pastor of Rugged 
Cross Cowboy Church, Mag-
nolia; Tracy Wilson, pastor of 
Three Trees Cowboy Church, 
Wynne; Greg Spann, pastor of 
Cross Bar C Cowboy Church, 
Benton, and Brad Curtis, pas-
tor of Mountain Top Cowboy 
Church.

“It was very beneficial to 
be able to talk about com-
mon challenges that a cowboy 
church faces with other cowboy 
church pastors,” said Hargett. 
“A full Saturday was given to 
addressing various areas of 
ministry within the cowboy 
church. Cowboy pastors spoke 
to cowboy church issues and 
challenges and instructed in 
steps to take in starting new 
cowboy churches.”  

“It was tremendous,” Gaunt 
said about the clinic. “We re-
ceived such good compliments 
on the entire conference – a lot 
of positive response from those 
who participated. I think they 
went away with a very positive 
outlook on the cowboy church 
movement in the state.”

Clinic teaches ‘cowboy 
way’ of doing church

Evangelism directory to be published
THE ARKANSAS Baptist 
News (ABN) will publish 
an evangelism directory in 
conjunction with the Arkan-
sas Baptist State Conven-

tion 2016 State Convention 
on Evangelism and Church 
Health set for Jan. 25-26.

The directory will feature all 
types of ministries.

For more information or to 
schedule an ad, email jessica@
arkansasbaptist.org or call 501-
376-4791, ext. 5154. Ad reser-
vation deadline is  Nov. 30.

Roger Gaunt, church planter strategist with the Arkansas Baptist State Convention 
church planting team, prays for Brad Curtis, pastor of Mountain Top Cowboy Church, 
Heber Springs, during the Cowboy Church Starting and Leadership Clinic.
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Flooring
Floors & More, Inc.
21286 Interstate 30
Benton, AR 72019
501-316-0267  FAX: 501-316-2533
Email: sales@floorsandmorear.com
www.floorsandmorear.com
Consultation/Statewide Services/Commercial 
Flooring/Carpet Squares/Gym Floors 

Kitchen Equipment
& Supplies
Aimco Equipment Co. 
10001 Colonel Glenn Rd.
Little Rock, AR 72204
501-228-0808

Lighting & Sound
American AVL
800-352-7222
Little Rock/Jackson/Ruston/New 
Orleans
Audio, Video, & Lighting Systems & 
Equipment
Ask about our free site needs AVL review

Playgrounds
Rusty Peoples 
rusty@peopleslandscaping.com
479-769-0580, (toll-free) 866-388-
1365 
Quality park-playground equip, surfacing & 
shades
Free design consultations
www.heartlandparks.com

Baptistries/Steeples
Construction Sales Co., Inc.
P.O. Box 1049
Magnolia, AR 71753-1049
800-526-9663  FAX: 870-234-6475
Also laminated wood arches, beams and decking 

Church Facility Planner
Sowell Architects
1315 North Street, Suite 100
Conway, AR  72034
501-450-9633 FAX: 501-450-7228
Email: rik@sowellarchitects.com
www.sowellarchitects.com
Master planning, site analysis
and all architectural services

Church Insurance
Michael B. Russell, MA, MBA
Member, Cross Church, Springdale
Mike Russell & Associates
P.O. Box 709, Bentonville, AR 72712
877-715-5336, 479-657-6369 fax
www.protectmychurch.org   
AR Ins. Lic. #185726
Non-profit - Church - Commercial - Employee 
Benefits

James Greene & Associates
800-422-3384
www.jamesgreeneins.com
James Greene & Associates represents 
Brotherhood Mutual Insurance, a national leader 
insuring churches in alliance with GuideStone. 
Call today or go online for property, liability, 
auto and worker’s comp quotes!

ChurCh ServiCeS DireCtory

To advertise in the Church Services Directory, 
contact the ABN at 501-376-4791, ext. 5161, 

or email ads@arkansasbaptist.org

JAN ELIZABETH Hollowell 
Collins, 71, former Interna-
tional Mission Board (IMB) 
missionary and wife of Charles 

Collins, who writes Sunday 
School lessons for the Arkansas 
Baptist News, died Oct. 30.

Collins was born in Yuma, 

Tenn., a small town in Carroll 
County, to the late W.B. and 
Kate Hollowell. 

She accepted Christ as her 

Jan Collins, Arkansas Baptist missionary, dies at 71
Savior at an early age and was 
called to missions during a 
conference in Glorieta, N.M. 
Collins graduated from high 
school in 1962 and attended 
Murray State University in 
Murray, Ky., before transfer-
ring to Union Uni-
versity in Jackson, 
Tenn., where she 
met and married 
Charles Collins.

Following their 
graduation, the cou-
ple moved to Lou-
isville, Ky., in 1967. 
Charles Collins 
served as pastor of 
four churches, two 
in Kentucky and 
two in Tennessee. 

They were appointed as 
IMB missionaries of the 
Southern Baptist Convention 
in 1976 and went to their first 
assignment in Costa Rica in 
1977. The couple also served 
in Guatemala, Mexico, India 
and Spain. Their total time of 
service was a little more than 

30 years.
The Collins’ have three 

sons, Paul, John Mark and 
Bryan, and 11 grandchildren.

Jan Collins’ last seven 
months were filled with spend-
ing time with her family in 

Guatemala and with 
trips to Branson, 
Mo., and to Ken-
tucky. Her last big 
missions contribu-
tion was to a con-
ference held in her 
church, Park Hill 
Baptist Church of 
North Little Rock, 
according to her hus-
band, who added 
that one of his wife’s 
favorite sayings was, 

“This too shall pass away.” 
“She always thought that 

the Lord would come before a 
certain event, like paying back 
a debt,” said Charles Collins. 
“She is greatly missed, … but 
all are rejoicing that she is now 
free of cancer and all the prob-
lems and issues of life.”

Collins
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C l a s s i f i e d s
  PASTOR

First Baptist Church, Greenland, seeking 
a full-time pastor. Send resumes to Pas-
tor Search Committee, P.O. Box 5, Greenland, 
AR 72737. 

Shilo Baptist Church (SBC), Rover, Mo., 
17 miles east of West Plains. Seeking bi-vo-
cational pastor. Worship average about 
70, median age about 35. Send resume to 
Gary Barton, Route 1, Box 1038, Alton, MO 
65606.

Sylamore Baptist Church is a small 
church renewing their search for a part-
time bi-vocational pastor. We are 
located just outside of Mountain View in 
a quiet and beautiful area. Please send 
resumes to Pastor Search Committee, Syl-
amore Baptist Church, P.O. Box 1596, Moun-
tain View, AR 72560.

Cherry Street Baptist Church of Clarks-
ville is seeking a full-time pastor. Please 
send resumes to P.O. Box 378, Clarksville, AR 
72830, Attn: Sylvia Ritchie. 479-705-2707. 

First Baptist Church of Lockesburg is 
seeking a full-time pastor. Please send 

resumes to Pastor Selection Committee, 
FBC, P.O. Box 53, Lockesburg, AR 71846 or 
fbsecretary@outlook.com.   

First Baptist Church, Gillett, is seeking 
a bi-vocational or retired pastor. 
Send resumes to First Baptist Church, Attn. 
Pastor Search Committee, P.O. Box 117, 
Gillett, AR 72055. For more information,  
phone Tricia Hayes: 870-548-2547.  

Cedar Glades Baptist Church in Moun-
tain Pine is seeking a conservative full-
time pastor. Please send resume to Ce-
dar Glades Baptist Church, Pastor Search 
Committee, 303 Gum Springs Road, 
Mountain Pine, AR 71956.  

Armorel Baptist Church is renewing 
search for full-time pastor. Please 
submit resumes, CDs or websites for re-
view.  Pastor Search Committee, linda@
Armorelbc.com.  

First Baptist Church, El Dorado, is 
prayerfully seeking to fill the position of 
senior pastor. Email resumes to fbcel-
dorado201@gmail.com or mail to Pas-
tor Search Committee, 100 E. Peach St.,  
Suite 350, El Dorado, AR  71730.    

Reynolds Memorial Baptist Church, 
Little Rock, is a small church in search of 
a bi-vocational pastor. Mail inquiries 
to Reynolds Baptist Church, 7111 Fourche 
Dam Pike, Little Rock, AR 72206, Attn: Pas-
tor Search Committee. 

  OTHER STAFF POSITIONS

Clarkridge Baptist, located north of 
Mountain Home, is seeking a part-time 
worship leader and a pianist. If in-
terested, contact Pastor Tim Moore at 501-
920-0552 or email timjmoore21@gmail.
com.

Janitor needed at Sylvan Hills First 
Baptist Church, 29 hours weekly.  Please 
call John Shelton at 501-690-4107. 

Calvary Baptist Church of Camden is 
looking for a full-time youth pastor. 
Praying for the will of God! 870-574-0591, 
don@calvaryofcamden.org. 

Youth minister part-time/full-
time, First Baptist Church, Clarksville, 
Texas. Send resumes to Dawn Snell, P.O. 
Box 401, Clarksville, TX 75426 or dawn@

simivida.com. For more information, contact  
Sammy Beene at 713-898-0462 or Dawn 
Snell at 817-944-8600.  

Chatham Baptist Church is seeking a 
minister of students and recreation-
al outreach. Visit our website at chatham-
baptist.org for details. 

Danville FBC is seeking a full-time pas-
sionate worship leader. Send resume to 
P.O. Box 877, Danville, AR 72833 or fbcdan@
arkwest.com.

First Baptist, Sherwood, is accepting re-
sumes for a part-time preschool min-
istry director (26 hours per week).  The 
director will coordinate programming for 
birth – kindergarten. Submit resumes to 
response@fbcsherwood.org. 

Send resumes for full-time music 
pastor to EHBC, 703 E. Walters, Harrison, 
AR 72601 or email to ehbcadmin@eagle-
heightsharrison.org.  

First Baptist Church of Newport 
is looking for a full-time youth 
pastor. Please send resume to Pas-
tor Greg Dills at the following email:  
pray4raingwd@gmail.com.  

Union Valley Baptist Church of Beebe is 
seeking a full-time minister of mu-
sic to lead our blended worship services. 
Located in central Arkansas, Union Valley 
has an average worship attendance of 
500. This individual will be responsible for 
directing adult and youth choirs, as well 
as the praise band. Send resume to tim-
sparks@centurytel.net.

MISCELLANEOUS

Middle East safety advisory: After you 
are past Los Angeles, Chicago and New 
York City, everything is fine. Rich bless-
ings on hundreds of Bible land tours. 
www.pilgrimtours.com. 800.322.0788. 

A/V Projection and Sound. All 
Audio-Visual Services Inc. for your A/V 
gear or installations. 25th year anniver-
sary. 479-756-0888. www.allavservices.
com.

Davis Church Pew Upholstery, 
30-plus years experience. Melton and 
Sandra Davis, Quitman, Miss.,  601-776-
6617.

Happy Birthday!
to all the missionary kids attending college 

who are celebrating birthdays.
◆ Nov. 30: Caroline Cain, OBU Box 3075, Arkadelphia, AR  
 71998-0001; Niger. 
◆ Dec. 12: Deborah Mliakoff, OBU Box 3309, Arkadelphia, AR  
 71998-0001; Ukraine. 

DR CHAPLAIN  – Bob 
Duncan (left) was commis-
sioned as a new disaster 
relief chaplain for Red River 
Baptist Association during 
the Arkansas Baptist State 
Convention Annual Meeting 
in Hot Springs. Duncan, a 
former pastor, is a member 
of First Baptist Church in 
Arkadelphia. With Duncan 
is Harold Johnson, Red River 
Baptist Association disaster 
relief director.

LITTLE ROCK  – Women 
from across Arkansas will 
gather to be “inspired” at the 
third annual Inspire 
Women’s Conference 
to be held March 12 
from 8:30 a.m. to 3 
p.m. at First Baptist 
Church, Little Rock.

The one-day event, 
designed for women of 
all ages and life stages, 
will include worship, 
speakers and practi-
cal breakout sessions 
in order to equip attendees for 
the “everyday” aspects of life. 
Rachel Lovingood, women’s 
ministry speaker and author, 
will serve as keynote speaker.

“I know that when you 
come to Inspire, God is going 
to encourage and equip you. 

He’s going to work in 
your life in a mighty 
way,” said Andrea Len-
non, women’s minis-
try specialist for the 
Arkansas Baptist State 
Convention (ABSC), 
in a promotional video 
for the event.

For information or 
to register for the con-
ference, visit absc.org/

inspire.
Inspire is a Cooperative Pro-

gram ministry of the ABSC 
evangelism and church health 
team.

Women invited to be ‘inspired’

Lovingood

Church life
First Baptist Church, El 

Dorado, is partnering with a 
local apartment complex to 
help provide Christmas pres-
ents for the children who live 
there as part of the church’s 
Mission El Dorado initiative. 
A Christmas party will be held 

On the move
James Diley is serving as 

pastor of Holland Baptist 
Church in Vilonia.

Ordinations
Billy Pritchett, youth pas-

tor and worship leader at First 
Baptist Church of Horatio, 
was ordained to the gospel 
ministry Nov. 8 by the church.

Obituaries

Thomas Jefferson Cun-
ningham III, 71, 
of Dermott, died 
Nov. 6. He would 
have celebrated 
his 50th anniver-
sary as a pastor 
Dec. 15. He was 
serving as pastor 

of Dermott Baptist Church, 
Dermott, at the time of his 
death. He was a graduate of 
Ouachita Baptist University, 
Mid-America Baptist Theolog-
ical Seminary and Luther Rice 
Seminary. He was preceded in 
death by his parents; first wife, 
Susan Cunningham, and a sis-
ter. He is survived by his wife, 
Carol Cunningham; a son, a 
daughter, three step-daughters, 
a brother, five grandchildren 
and three step-grandchildren. 
Funeral services were held 
Nov. 9 at Dermott Baptist 
Church in Dermott. Graveside 
services were held in Gassville.

James Phillip “Phil” Whit-
ten, 76, died Nov. 
9. He began serv-
ing the Lord by 
leading music in 
his hometown of 
Muskogee, Okla. 
He received his 
bachelor’s degree 

in music education from the 
University of Tulsa. He served 
in the music ministry through-
out Oklahoma, Kansas, Texas 
and Arkansas. He received 
his Master of Divinity from 
Southwestern Baptist Theo-
logical Seminary. He served 
as pastor of Oak Cliff Baptist 
Church in Fort Smith for 21 
years, retiring in 2004. Fol-
lowing retirement, he served 
as interim pastor throughout 
the area. He is preceded in 
death by his wife, Merlene, 
his parents and a brother. He 
is survived by three children, 
three grandchildren, two sis-
ters and two brothers. Funeral 
services were held Nov. 14 at 

Grand Avenue Baptist Church 
in Fort Smith. Burial followed 
at Roselawn Cemetery in Fort 
Smith. 

Dec. 19 for the residents, who 
will hear the gospel presented 
through the Christmas story 
and will receive their gifts.

Send news: 800-838-2272, ext. 5153
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Howard Kisor
Russellville

Before I go on a trip, I study a map 
online or an atlas. I memorize my route 
and drive to my destination. This pro-
cess has worked to California and to 
Canada. 

Recently, my wife and I stayed at the 
Queen Wilhelmina 
State Park Lodge. 
The brochure said 
not to trust the 
GPS, but to print 
the map and fol-
low it. I decided 
to use the GPS on 
my smartphone. It 
wasn’t a smart move. It 
had me turning into park-
ing lots and dead ends and 
making U-turns. Follow-
ing directions is so impor-
tant.

God gave Abraham di-
rections about the future 
of his family. He made a 
Promise to Abraham that 
he would have countless 
descendants. Future gen-
erations were dependent 
on Isaac having a wife. In Genesis 24, 
we see Abraham’s plan, the servant’s 
prayer and the Lord’s provision.

Abraham had a plan. Abraham di-
rected his servant to go to Haran to get 
a wife for Isaac from his own people. 
Abraham’s instructions were that Isaac 
was not to leave the Promised Land, 

nor take a wife from the Canaanites. 
Abraham told his servant that the 
Lord’s angel would go before him. 

The servant arrived outside of Ar-
am-naharaim (Mesopotamia), and he 
stopped his caravan of camels for water 

at a spring. The 
servant sought 
the Lord’s direc-
tion. He prayed 
that the girl who 
would give him 
a drink from her 
water jug and 
offer to water his 

camels would be the wife 
for Isaac (Gen. 24:14). 
A beautiful young girl 
named Rebekah gave him 
a drink and watered his 
camels. The servant wor-
shipped the Lord because 
he had found Isaac’s wife. 
The servant brought gifts 
for Rebekah, Laban and 
her mother, thereby seal-
ing this engagement. The 
family wanted to delay 

her departure, but Rebekah was will-
ing to leave immediately.

Rebekah veiling her face is her ac-
ceptance of the engagement. Isaac tak-
ing her into Sarah’s tent is accepting 
her as his wife (Gen 24:65, 67). When 
we follow the Lord’s directions, He 
will provide. 

of the man. They could only threaten 
Peter and John to not speak in Jesus’ 
Name (Acts 4:13-19). The only recourse 
they had was to let them go (Acts 4:21). 

Then Peter and John went to their 
companions and raised their voices to 

God and prayed 
for boldness in 
speaking His 
Word, for heal-
ing and for signs 
and wonders to be 
done in the Name 
of Jesus. God re-
sponded by fill-

ing them with the Holy 
Spirit, and they spoke 
the Word of God with 
boldness (Acts 4:23-31). 
Do your prayers invite a 
Holy God to fill you with 
His Spirit and spur you 
on to proclaim His Name 
boldly? Or do they just re-
volve around your wants, 
needs, etc.?

What is our reaction 
when opposition strikes? 

Do we run and hide, lash out in anger 
and cause more damage or take to our 
knees in prayer? Does this prayer ask 
for strength to stand, for the conflict 
to go away? Or does this prayer seek a 
boldness to proclaim Jesus Christ, ask 
to see God’s hand and ask, “What is 
God trying to teach me?” 

Our disaster relief recovery team re-
sponded to a callout several years ago 
near Clinton. We were assigned a rural 
farmhouse that had been heavily dam-
aged. 

As our team was assessing the 
damage that had 
been sustained, 
the owner came 
up and discussed 
with us the pos-
sibility of getting 
his motor home 
out of his barn 
for them to live 
in while the house was 
being repaired.

Across the road from 
his house was a 500-yard 
lane leading to his barn. 
The lane was crisscrossed 
with large pine trees, 
each about 50-60 feet tall, 
which had been blown 
into random positions. 

Our team began the 
task of clearing the road 
at about noon that day 
and finished at 3 o’clock the follow-
ing afternoon. 

One of our volunteers said, “I guess 
we cleared the way for our friend; it’s 
time to get his temporary home out of 
the barn!”

John’s task was to prepare the way 
for Jesus to replace the old sacrificial 

system that existed in His day. His job 
was to change the theological and re-
ligious mindset of the Jewish people 
and have them ready to accept a new 
way that leads to eternal life. He had to 
chop down old traditions and uproot 

false theological 
teaching that had 
been added to the 
original sacrificial 
system. 

Jesus was about 
to change the Old 
Testament system 
radically. The Jews 

would not be the only 
ones who would find 
salvation; the Gentiles 
would also be accepted 
under this new system. 
Peter would encounter 
this when Cornelius sent 
his servants to seek him in 
Acts 10.

John the Baptist was 
sent to change the mind-
set and the hearts of the 
Jewish people for this new 

event. He preached repentance of sin, 
to have a heart-change, to seek God 
on a personal level. For when Christ 
died on the cross, the old way of salva-
tion would no longer exist. Jesus be-
came the perfect Sacrifice that would 
take away all of our sins once and for 
all.

I like it when the Word of God 
speaks to me in ways I can easily un-
derstand. 

Our bird dog needed a friend. One 
day my husband called me at work to 
find out if I could meet him in the 
parking lot. How-
ard had a lovely 
liver and white 
English setter on 
the lead. This was 
trouble. Our dog 
was a Brittany. But 
we did not return 
the new dog. That 
just could not happen. 
She had a new collar, lead 
and had been invited into 
Howard’s truck to ride 
home.  

What on earth does 
that have to do with 1 
John 3? She was adopted, 
given a name, a home and 
a family. She needed to 
learn how to behave in a 
manner that pleased us. 
(Are you beginning to see 
the comparison here?)

Our neighborhood has many dogs. 
We have a fence. There is a rule for our 
dogs: Stay inside the fence! Inside the 
fence, you are safe, you learn to please 
and you are comforted, rewarded.

John, the beloved disciple, draws 
the picture for us. God is inviting us 

into His family. God has fences. To 
enjoy our lives, we obey God’s rules. 
The most important rule is love. First, 
love God; then, love our brothers; 
then, love the lost so that they can be-
come family.

God has prom-
ised us that we 
are His forever. 
Through 1 John, 
He has assured 
that we can know 
we are His. His 
children practice 
r i gh te ou sne s s . 

This is a red-letter sign! 
Practice reveals the fact 
that we haven’t quite got 
it all down pat. We need 
to practice being like 
Christ. John gives a sec-
ond clue. In 1 John 3:10, 
he says those who do not 
practice righteousness are 
not of God. John tells us 
this not so we can stand 
in judgment, but so we 
can assess our maturity.

You may think I am simple, but 
I want to be like that dog. I want to 
know the sound of my Master coming, 
to be at the gate looking, to tremble 
with joy and excitement as He comes 
into sight. 

Lord, help me be as eager to please 
You as this.

Mary Kisor
Russellville

God provides
Genesis 24:1-17

ExplorE thE BiBlE

Gerald Nash
Conway

Peter and John visited the Temple 
and healed a man who was lame from 
birth. They then proclaimed Christ 
on the porch of the Temple. As they 
were preaching, the crowd gathered 
around, and the priests, captain of the 
Temple and Sad-
ducees were dis-
turbed that they 
taught the people 
and preached in 
the name of Jesus. 
They immediately 
took them into cus-
tody (Acts 3:1-4:3). 

In Acts 4:5-12, Peter 
and John were questioned 
by the high priest and 
asked by what name they 
had preached and healed 
the man. Peter filled with 
the Holy Spirit, answered 
that it was by the name of 
“Jesus Christ of Nazareth” 
and that there is “no other 
name…give among men by 
which we must be saved” 
(Acts 4:10-12). 

The high priest and leaders saw the 
boldness of Peter and John and knew 
that they had been with Jesus. When 
people look at your life, can they tell 
that you have been with Jesus? Do they 
see boldness in proclaiming His gospel? 

The religious leaders knew they 
could not deny the miraculous healing 

When opposition strikes
Acts 4:23-31

BiBlE StudiES for lifE

The way prepared
MAtthew 3:1-12

ExplorE thE BiBlE

Adopted into God’s family
1 John 3:1-10

BiBlE StudiES for lifE
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Kathryn Reams
Bald Knob
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