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 ABN classifieds get results! 
Read them on Page 10.

The ABN classifieds are a great way to advertise 
for your church, ministry or business. 

You can now submit a classified ad via the ABN website at 

arkansasbaptist.org/ads
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Arkansas Baptists 
‘fulfill calling;’ oppose 
gambling amendment

JONESBORO – Just two 
weeks before a statewide elec-
tion, Arkansas Baptists ex-
pressed vehement opposition 
to Issue 4, the proposed con-
stitutional amendment to ex-
pand casino gambling to four 
Arkansas counties. 

Coming together Oct. 23-24 
for the 165th annual meeting 
of the Arkansas Baptist State 
Convention (ABSC), at Cen-
tral Baptist Church, Jones-
boro, Arkansas Baptists unani-

mously approved a resolution 
that encouraged all Arkansas 
voters to vote against Issue 4. 
Messengers further committed 
to restore and rehabilitate in-
dividuals who are involved in 
“problem gambling” and also 
provide a “safety net” for the 
gamblers’ families and com-
munities, if Issue 4 is approved 
in the Nov. 6 election.

Larry Page, executive direc-
tor, Arkansas Faith and Eth-
ics Council, and chairman of 

the ABSC Resolutions Com-
mittee, said, “This is a really 
sorry piece of public policy,” 
noting that it “violates a num-
ber of biblical principles” and 
supports “an industry that is 
predatory.” He also highlight-
ed numerous facts about how 
gambling negatively impacts 
society.

In another resolution, close-
ly related to the one opposing 
Issue 4, messengers encour-
aged all believers to “engage 

the culture by being informed 
and proactive citizens, by vot-
ing in all elections, by praying 
for all those in authority and 
positions of influence, and by 
participating appropriately in 
civic matters.”

During the meeting, mes-
sengers approved a total of six 
resolutions (read related article 
on page 9), including resolu-
tions focused on the holiness 
and integrity of ministry lead-
ers; on Christlike communi-

cation and the use of social 
media, and on appreciation 
and support for Arkansas 
Woman’s Missionary Union 
(WMU).

In addition to voting on res-
olutions during the 2018 an-
nual meeting with the theme 
Fulfill Your Calling, messen-
gers heard inspiring messages, 
participated in a commission-
ing service, conducted busi-

Photo by Caleb Yarbrough

See SERVE page 2

At Annual Meeting:
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FORT WORTH, Texas 
(BP) – Southwestern 
Baptist Theological Semi-
nary’s trustees have voted 
to uphold the trustee ex-
ecutive committee’s deci-
sion in May to terminate 
former president Paige 
Patterson.

Trustees revisited Pat-
terson’s termination at 
their Oct. 15-17 meeting 
based on a motion re-
ferred to the seminary at 
the annual meeting of the 
Southern Baptist Conven-
tion (SBC) in June.

New Mexico trustee 
Jonathan Richard moved 
that the full board ratify 
“the executive commit-
tee actions since the last 
full board meeting.” The 
executive committee’s ac-
tions included terminat-
ing Patterson May 30 after 
the full board had moved 
him to president emeritus 
status a week earlier.

The 34 trustees pres-
ent at the Oct. 17 general 
session adopted Richard’s 
motion on a voice vote 
with what Baptist Press es-
timated as no more than 
four negative votes.

The board also heard 
a report from its presi-
dential search committee 
and affirmed an admin-
istration decision to dis-
cipline a faculty member 
– though the faculty mem-
ber was not named during 
the board’s one public ses-
sion.

“I was deeply worried 
about this meeting,” said 
trustee Bart Barber, pastor 
of First Baptist Church in 
Farmersville, Texas, add-
ing he “forbade” his wife 
and children from at-
tending. “I should have 
brought them not only 
because it wasn’t bad, but 
because it was good.”

Barber spoke to uphold 
Patterson’s firing and the 
action taken by the trust-
ee executive board at the 
SBC Annual Meeting.

For more ABN Digest, go to 
arkansasbaptist.org/abn-digest

Southwestern trustees 
uphold Patterson firing

ness and heard reports from 
ABSC ministry leaders.

This year’s total registered 
messenger count of 556 was 
nearly identical to the 549 reg-
istered messengers recorded at 
the 2017 annual meeting held 
in Russellville. Convention of-
ficials estimated that the total 
number of messengers and 
guests in Jonesboro at about 
1,100. 

Comparatively, total regis-
tered messengers numbered 
543 at the 2016 annual meet-
ing in Little Rock; 615 at the 
2015 meeting in Hot Springs; 
515 at the 2014 meeting in 
Texarkana, and 591 at the 
2013 meeting in Rogers.

Officers elected
Greg Sykes, senior pastor 

of First Baptist Church, Rus-
sellville, was elected to serve 
a second term as ABSC presi-
dent, after being nominated 
by Manley Beasley, Jr., pastor, 
Hot Springs Baptist Church, 
Hot Springs.

Other officers elected were 
Jeff Paxton, pastor, First Bap-
tist Church, Dover, first vice 
president, and Stacey Reed, 
pastor, First Baptist Church, 
Batesville, second vice presi-
dent. Paxton was nominated 
by Danny Green, associational 
missionary for the Arkan-
sas River Valley Association. 
Reed was nominated by David 
Mitchell, pastor of Mt. Carmel 
Baptist Church, Cabot.

Preaching, prayer, worship
Biblical messages were 

brought during the meet-
ing by Sykes; Archie Mason, 
senior pastor, Central Bap-
tist Church, Jonesboro; J.D. 
“Sonny” Tucker, ABSC ex-
ecutive director, and Ronnie 
Deal, senior pastor, First Bap-
tist Church, Greenwood (read 
related article, page 6).

Two periods of focused 
prayer were led by Bill Elliff, 
senior teaching and lead pas-
tor of The Summit Church, 
North Little Rock, and David 
Cox, pastor of Mt. Carmel 
Missionary Church, Plumer-
ville. 

Worship times during the 
meeting were led by Robert 
Ramsey, worship pastor of First 
Baptist Church, Russellville; a 
worship team from Word Bap-
tist Church, Jonesboro, and 
Jeff Stotts, lead worship pas-
tor of Central Baptist Church, 

Jonesboro. Additionally, on 
Tuesday, Oct. 23, the Wil-
liams Baptist University choir 
perfomed, and Master’Singers 
performed both instrumental 
and choral concerts.

Ministry, board reports
ABSC Executive Board  

(EB) teams and ministries 
shared various reports during 
the meeting, including tes-
timonies about God’s work 
through Arkansas, the nation 
and world.

Beasley, president of the 
ABSC EB, gave the EB report 
Tuesday morning, Oct. 23. The 
EB’s recommended 2019 bud-
get of $21 million, with 45.22 
percent going to the Coopera-
tive Program, was approved.  
ABSC team goals for 2019 
were also approved by messen-
gers.

Nominations, business, panel
The convention’s Nominat-

ing Committee report was ap-
proved on Tuesday morning, 
Oct. 23, with no challenges 
and no discussion. The com-
mittee nominates people to 
serve on boards of ABSC en-
tities and institutions. (For a 
complete list of nominees, see 
the Sept. 20, 2018, edition of 
the Arkansas Baptist News.)

Messengers voted unani-
mously on Tuesday morning, 
Oct. 23, to dedicate the 2018 
convention Annual to the late 
Ben Elrod, past president of 
Ouachita Baptist University, 
and David Perry, retiring ex-
ecutive director of Arkansas 
Baptist Children’s Homes and 
Family Ministries.

Sykes moderated a panel 
discussion on Tuesday morn-
ing, Oct. 23, focusing on how 
pastors can cast a missions vi-
sion. Panelists were: Jay Ham, 
equipping pastor-missions/
outreach of First Baptist 

Church, Russellville; Mason; 
Wyman Richardson, pastor 
of Central Baptist Church, 
North Little Rock, and Sam 
Roberts, senior pastor of First 
Baptist Church, Stuttgart.

Panelists discussed how to 
cast a missions vision, how to 
recruit missions leaders, how 
to train missions volunteers 
and how to create missions 
partnerships. Sykes concluded 
the panel discussion by say-
ing, “Once you get a missions 
DNA going, it has a life and 
breath of its own, and you just 
have to get out of the way.”

Commissioning
Tuesday evening, Oct. 23, 

began with worship and an 
emphasis on the Dixie Jackson 
Arkansas Missions Offering 
presented by Greg Addison, 
ABSC associate executive di-
rector. 

According to Addison, this 
year’s offering was the largest 
in history.

The Dixie Jackson offer-
ing is more than an offering, 
said Addison. It continues 
the work of its namesake by 
providing funding for all the 
cooperative mission work that 
Arkansas Baptists do together 
across the state and beyond.

Following Addison’s pre-
sentation, Tucker preached 
a message based on Acts 1:8, 
which he said is the biblical 
basis for the Southern Baptist  
Convention’s Cooperative 
Program. 

“We are responsible for get-
ting the gospel to our Jerusa-
lem, Judea, Samaria and ends 
of the earth, right now. Not 
at some point in the future – 
right now,” said Tucker.

To conclude the evening, 
pastors and ministers repre-
senting various ministries from 
across Arkansas participated 
in a commissioning service.

The group was comprised of 
ministers active in outreach to 
various people groups, includ-
ing Hispanics; African-Amer-
icans; international peoples; 
college students; children and 
youth; disaster victims; and 
low-income, rural and urban 
individuals. These ministers 
shared testimonies about their 
ministries and then fanned 
out across the sanctuary for 
annual meeting attendees to 
immerse them in prayer.  

Related activities
A block party was held on 

the grounds of Central Baptist 
Church, Jonesboro, to demon-
strate for church leaders how 
to conduct block parties in 
their communities.

Exhibits from numerous 
ABSC teams, agencies and 
institutions, as well as sev-
eral SBC affiliates, were set 
up in the gymnasium at the  
church.

A complimentary lunch 
was served by disaster relief 
volunteers on Tuesday, Oct. 
23, and various lunches and 
dinners were held for specific  
groups during the annual 
meeting.

The Link, Agencies + Insti-
tutions Fellowship was con-
ducted on Monday evening, 
Oct. 22. 

During an ABSC EB meet-
ing Tuesday afternoon, Oct. 
23, Beasley was elected to 
serve a second term as presi-
dent; and Jonathan Curtain, 
pastor of First Baptist Church, 
Little Rock, was elected vice 
president.

The 2019 annual meet-
ing will be held Oct. 22-23 
at Geyer Springs First Baptist 
Church, Little Rock.

For additional annual meeting 
coverage, and to view a photo gal-
lery, visit arkansasbaptist.org or 
facebook.com/arkbaptnews.

continued from page one
SERVE

Pastors and ministers representing various ministries from across Arkansas participated in a commissioning service Oct. 23 
during the Arkansas Baptist State Convention Annual Meeting. The group, made up of ministers active in outreach to various 
people groups, shared testimonies of their work ministering to the many demographics of Arkansas. Photo by Caleb Yarbrough
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HOUSTON (BP) – A 
Texas court has dismissed 
several defendants and 
multiple counts in a law-
suit alleging sexual abuse 
by retired Texas state dis-
trict judge Paul Pressler.

The lawsuit filed by 
plaintiff Gerald Duane 
Rollins in October 2017 
alleged sexual misconduct 
by Pressler and also sought 
to hold several other de-
fendants responsible, in-
cluding the Southern Bap-
tist Convention (SBC). 
Harris County District 
Judge R.K. Sandill’s Oct. 
15 order granting sum-
mary judgment dismissed, 
among other matters, all 
claims against the SBC be-
cause the statute of limita-
tions has expired on those 
claims.

Pressler helped engi-
neer a strategy to turn the 
SBC back to its theologi-
cally conservative roots 
in the late 20th century. 
He also served Southern 
Baptists in various other 
volunteer capacities.

SBC attorney James 
Guenther said, in part, 
“The convention had 
multiple defenses in this 
case. The most basic de-
fense was the fact that 
the convention commit-
ted no wrong and was not 
involved or connected in 
any way with the harms 
that Mr. Rollins alleged. 
Additionally, the conven-
tion did not have control 
over or any duty to con-
trol Mr. Pressler or any of 
the other defendants. So, 
none of the facts necessary 
to assert any valid claim 
against the convention 
was present.”

The ruling did not dis-
miss Rollins’ slander and 
libel claim against the 
Presslers; Paige Patterson; 
Southwestern Seminary; 
First Baptist Church, 
Houston, Texas; and 
Pressler’s former law part-
ner, Jared Woodfill related 
to a statement Woodfill 
made in 2017.

For more ABN Digest, go to 
arkansasbaptist.org/abn-digest

Texas court dismisses 
Paul Pressler lawsuit

Fulton leaves ‘footprints’ across ABSC, Ark.

Fulton

FAYETTEVILLE – “Gary 
loved the Lord,” said Roger 
Gaunt, a retired 
church planter and 
friend of Gary Fulton. 
“His life was complete-
ly devoted to serving 
God.”

Fulton, a church 
planter strategist with 
the Arkansas Baptist 
State Convention 
(ABSC), died Thurs-
day, Oct. 11, at age 65.

A Memphis, Tenn., native, 
he and his family settled in 
northwest Arkansas after re-

turning from the mission field 
in 1999. In those 19 years, Ful-

ton helped start many 
churches in Arkansas 
and other countries.

“Gary was an 
incredible church 
planter. He worked 
tirelessly to see new 
churches started all 
over northwest Arkan-
sas and throughout 
the state,” said Tim 
Wicker, church plant-

ing team leader for the ABSC. 
“He cared for the planters and 
their churches long before and 

long after the churches were 
started.”

Fulton worked with all types 
of church planters: young to 
old, newly called to experi-
enced, Hispanic to cowboy. 

“He had a unique gift of 
helping sponsors understand 
the dynamics of a new church 
start,” said Gaunt. “He under-
stood people and cast visions 
regarding the importance of 
church planting in the towns 
and cities where he worked.”

For the past three years, Ful-
ton and his wife, Susan, led a 
nonprofit organization called 

Love Beyond Borders, leading 
more than 30 groups from nu-
merous churches on mission 
trips to Guatemala, Honduras, 
Mexico, Nicaragua and the 
Dominican Republic. 

“Gary left his footprints 
across the ABSC,” said Gaunt. 
“His influence will be felt for 
many years. The analogy of 
concentric circles after a rock 
is thrown in the middle of a 
body of water is the best way to 
describe his impact for Christ. 
God used Gary as a tool to 
bring hundreds of people to 
Christ.”

Margaret Colson
Arkansas Baptist News

JONESBORO — About 100 
women from across Arkan-
sas gathered for the minis-
ters’ wives conference and 
luncheon at Central Baptist 
Church, Jonesboro, Oct. 22, 
prior to the Arkansas Baptist 
State Convention (ABSC) An-
nual Meeting.

Speaking on Deuteronomy 
10:12, three Arkansas Baptist 
women led attendees to con-
sider the theme, The Total 
Woman: Mind, Body and 
Soul. 

Judy Lattimore, pastor’s 
wife, Tabernacle Baptist 
Church, Dermott, spoke on 
women honoring God with 
their bodies. Christina Cook, 
women’s ministry leader, 
also from Tabernacle Bap-
tist Church, Dermott, spoke 
on women honoring God 
with their minds; and Aamie 
Mason, pastor’s wife, Walnut 
Valley Baptist Church, Hot 
Springs, and assistant Little 
Rock area director for Arkan-
sas Baptist Children’s Homes, 
spoke on women honoring 
God with their souls.

Ministers’ wives focus on ‘total woman’
Using the acrostic SOUL, 

Mason urged women to Still-
ness, Openness to vulnerabil-
ity, Unplug, and Live, Laugh 
and Love.

Rather than spending large 
chunks of time on their cell 
phones, Mason held up her 
Bible, saying, “I need to be in 
this love letter. It is so power-
ful.” The result, she said, is 
“satisfaction that is lasting … 
and a stillness and peace that 
no one can buy.”

This year’s ministers’ wives 
conference was a first for Di-
anne Higdon, pastor’s wife, 
First Baptist Penn Memo-
rial Church, Eureka Springs, 
where her husband has been 
serving as a pastor since April 
2018. Higdon, who also serves 
as worship and women’s pas-
tor at the church, welcomed 
the opportunity to connect 
with more seasoned ministers’ 
wives for their prayers, perspec-
tive and friendship.

Jennifer Keenen, from First 
Baptist Church, Searcy, where 
her husband serves as minister 
of music/worship, tries to at-
tend the conference each year. 
She gains strength and encour-
agement as she hears the sto-

ries of other ministers’ wives 
and can “see the hand of God 
in their lives,” she said.

In addition to the three 
speakers, the conference in-
cluded praise dancers from 
Tabernacle Baptist Church, 
Dermott, worship, and table 
discussions.

The annual conference and 
luncheon is designed to en-
courage and equip ministers’ 
wives, said Andrea Lennon, 
ABSC women’s ministry spe-
cialist. This year, lunch for the 
wives’ conference was provid-

ed by ABSC.
The leadership team for the 

women’s event includes Ann 
Hibbard, East End Baptist 
Church, Hensley; Kasey Hill, 
Zion Hill Baptist Church, 
Cabot; Lattimore; Vickie Lee, 
First Baptist Church, Sher-
wood; Angela Millard, Pearcy 
Baptist Church, Pearcy; Sara 
Weaver, First Baptist Church, 
Farmington and Vicki Wick-
liffe, Trinity Baptist Church, 
Texarkana.

Contact Margaret Colson at 
margaret@arkansasbaptist.org.

Housing allowance defended in appeals court
CHICAGO (BP) – Lawyers for 
both the U.S. Justice Depart-
ment and a religious freedom 
organization defended the 
constitutionality of the minis-
terial housing allowance Oct. 
24 before a federal appeals 
court.

A three-judge panel of the 
Seventh Circuit Court of Ap-

peals in Chicago heard oral 
arguments regarding a 2017 
opinion that invalidated the al-
lowance as an unconstitutional 
violation of the First Amend-
ment clause that prohibits 
government establishment of 
religion. The Trump adminis-
tration and Becket Fund for 
Religious Liberty urged the 

panel to reverse federal judge 
Barbara Crabb's ruling, while 
the Freedom From Religion 
Foundation (FFRF) contended 
her decision should be upheld. 
Crabb's opinion marked the 
second time in four years she 
had nullified the allowance.

The Seventh Circuit panel, 
which overruled Crabb's origi-

nal opinion in 2014, will de-
cide on a section of a 1954 
law that permits churches to 
designate part of eligible min-
isters’ income as a housing al-
lowance, enabling "ministers 
of the gospel" to exclude for 
federal income tax purposes 
a portion or all of their gross 
income.

Praise dancers from Tabernacle Baptist Church in Dermott lead in worship during the 
ministers’ wives conference and luncheon at Central Baptist Church in Jonesboro on 
Oct. 22. Photo by Margaret Colson
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to everyone who asks you to give the 

reason for the hope that you have...”
 1 Peter 3:15 (NIV)

‘For Christ, The Churches, and Cooperation’

Cartoon by Gary Thomas
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Editor’s note: Following is the 
Arkansas Baptist News report de-
livered to the 165th annual meet-
ing of the Arkansas Baptist State 
Convention Oct. 23 at Central 
Baptist Church, Jonesboro.

Good morning! I bring 
greetings on behalf of 

the Arkansas Baptist News 
(ABN) team and board of di-
rectors.

As you know, The Baptist 
Advance – the original name 
of the Arkansas 
Baptist News  
–  was estab-
lished by mes-
sengers just 
like you in the 
1901 meeting 
in Paragould — literally a few 
miles from where we sit today. 

The action taken by mes-
sengers all those many years 
ago read in part, “We believe 
that the State Mission Board 
should arrange to publish a 
Missionary bulletin to give 
information and quicken in-
terest in the work.”

The stated charge of the 
bulletin upon its establish-
ment was simply: “For Christ, 
The Churches, and Coopera-
tion.”

Today, in a time when 
much of the mainstream 
media misrepresent the truth 

and are hostile to Christian-
ity, it is imperative that Bap-
tists support an independent 
vehicle to help tell the story 
of how God is using Baptists 
in Arkansas as they seek to be 
Jesus’ hands and feet to a lost 
and dying world.

The ABN is committed to 
providing timely, fair and ac-
curate information of interest 
to Arkansas Baptists with the 
purpose of informing, inspir-
ing and involving Arkansas 

Baptists in 
kingdom 
work. 

The ABN 
staff works dil-
ligently to pro-
duce a quality 

publication that strives for 
journalistic integrity, fairness 
and balance in its reporting of 
Baptist news.

Additionally, the ABN plays 
a watchdog role, serving as 
the eyes and ears of Baptists, 
informing readers of whatever 
is happening in Baptist life 
and trusting Baptists to make 
wise decisions.

A brochure, “Communica-
tion: A Family Tradition,” 
which was published in 1984, 
I believe aptly summed up the 
journey the Arkansas Baptist 
newspaper has traveled dur-
ing the years of its existence.

It stated this: “Communica-
tion through the state paper 
in the present was made pos-
sible by the struggles and day-
to-day labor of some far-sight-
ed Baptists in Arkansas. The 
past was not always easy and 
the future is not guaranteed. 
Challenges lie ahead and eco-
nomic ones are among them. 
Yet, Arkansas Baptists have 
shown they can meet such 
challenges.”

Jon Stubblefield, the first 
president of the ABN board 
of directors, acknowledged 
the challenge of continuing 
an independent medium of 
communication for Arkansas 
Baptists, concluding: “We 
must maintain a responsible, 
free channel of communica-
tion with grassroots Baptists.”

The ABN reaches tens of 
thousands in both print and 
electronic means today due to 
the faithful support of Arkan-
sas Baptists throughout the 
generations – just like you. 

And it is important to re-
member this …

When this annual meeting 
is said and done, and all the 
work by Arkansas Baptists 
in 2018 has been completed, 
future generations of Baptists 
will read about our activities, 
our triumphs, our challenges 
and our victories for Christ 
– not on an archive of a Face-
book page, through a Twitter 
post or Instagram photo feed  
– but in the printed or digital 
archives of your state Baptist 
newspaper!

While not all churches or 

members subscribe to the 
newspaper (unfortunately), all 
ABSC-member churches are 
impacted through the news 
and information it provides, 
and support its cause with 
gifts given through the Coop-
erative Program, which make 
its work possible.

I would like to thank all 
Arkansas Baptists for their un-
wavering support and for the 
role they will play today and 
for many years to come as the 
ABN continues to strive to tell 
the story of how God is work-
ing among His people known 
as Arkansas Baptists.

Tim Yarbrough is editor/execu-
tive director of the Arkansas Bap-
tist News. Read more Pressing 
On columns at arkansasbaptist.
org/columns.

The purpose of the ABN
 The Arkansas Baptist News (ABN) exists to assist  

Kingdom work by informing, inspiring and involving  
Arkansas Baptists through meeting needs of people,  

spreading the gospel, making disciples and growing God’s 
work in Arkansas and beyond.

We advocate for the cause of Jesus Christ.
We report the news based on our Christian worldview.

We uphold high standards of journalism
and Christian ethics.
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The massacre at Jericho creates one of the most puzzling 
theological questions: How could God sanction such 

an act? While there is no simple solution and no satisfac-
tory answer, careful study does provide some help.

 First, nowhere within the Bible does the term “holy 
war” appear. The actual Hebrew term, herem, means “de-
vote.” The NIV translation explains herem as “the irrevo-
cable giving over of things or possessions to the Lord, often 
by totally destroying them.” Simply stated, God would have 
what was rightfully His, whether by choice or by force.

Second, it appears that God gave the Canaanites ad-
vance warning. In Genesis 
15, God told Abram that 
his descendants would 
leave the land, then return 
in 400 years. The reason 
for their absence was be-

cause “the sin of the Amorites has not yet reached its full 
measure” (Gen. 15:16, NIV). God had hoped that the 
Canaanites would repent, but they did not. While Joshua’s 
invasion was an act of grace for the Israelites, it was also an 
act of judgment for the Canaanites.

 Third, the people’s disobedience caused God’s punish-
ment. If the Canaanites’ rebellion caused the Israelite 
invasion, the Israelites’ rebellion 
should receive the same punish-
ment. In Jeremiah 25, the proph-
et warned that God would bring 
his servant Nebuchadnezzar of 
Babylon against them, and God 
would herem the Israelites. God 
would make them an object of 
scorn and banish them from the 
land (Jer. 25:9). The very nation that would drive out the 
Canaanites would later be driven out as well.

 Fourth, herem is also found in the New Testament. In 
Philippians 2, Paul noted that one day every knee would 
bow and every tongue confess that Jesus is Lord – “in heav-
en and on earth and under the earth” (Phil. 2:10-11, NIV). 
For those who confess Jesus in this life, it would be their 
greatest joy. To those who waited and were forced to do so 
after death, it would be their ultimate punishment. The 
question is never if one will surrender to God; it is always a 
question of when.

 It is tremendously difficult to pair God’s benevolence 
with His judgment. While it is impossible to understand 
herem fully, the Canaanites were forewarned that judgment 
was coming. God was going to have them one way or an-
other, and they had to decide whether to accept or reject 
Him. 

The same is true today: God will have His creation, ei-
ther willingly or forcibly. There is no greater joy than for 
individuals to surrender to the One who knows them best 
and loves them most. It is the best choice.

Ken Gore is professor of biblical studies at Dallas Baptist Uni-
versity. Send your questions to tim@arkansasbaptist.org.

Baptists Ask
Ken Gore

How could a loving God allow Joshua and  
the Israelites to commit “holy war” (Josh. 6)?

Letter to the Editor

Genesis and science

Ken Gore asks the ques-
tion, “Is there a way to resolve 
the conflict between Genesis 
and science?” Gore refers to 
the treatment of Galileo by 
the Church. Obviously the 
Church was wrong. This 
should forever be a warning to 
those who see conflict where 

there is none. Our religious be-
liefs must rest on the gospel of 
Jesus Christ. If we can’t accept 
that, our response to other 
parts of the Bible is meaning-
less. 

The historical nature of 
the life of Christ cannot be 
effectively disputed. The mi-

See LETTER page 6

today need a base of follower-
ship and servanthood upon 
which they can become the 
servant leaders that the 21st 
century needs. This genera-
tion has a desire to serve, but 
they need to know: 1) how 
to follow Jesus and 2) how to 
work for the glory of God.

A recent study by LifeWay 
Christian Resources, quoted 
in a pamphlet called “Packing 
the Leadership Pipeline,” says 

overwhelm-
ingly, a majority 
(of pastors) af-
firm the impor-
tance of devel-
oping leaders 

and volunteers; yet less than 
30 percent of churches have a 
plan in place to develop lead-
ership.

Camp Siloam can help your 
church with your students. 
There are two ways a student 
can serve at Camp Siloam. 
S-Core is a program where 
students who have finished 
9th grade come to Camp 
Siloam for a two-week camp 
experience to “serve as Jesus 
served.” They perform some 
of the hardest, thankless jobs 
in camp (doing dishes and 
cleaning the dining hall), but 
they also get opportunity to 
share the gospel and their 
testimonies with campers. 

Developing students into servant leaders

Who’s doing what in my estate?

Everything rises and falls 
on followership.” Does 

that sound exhilarating? 
Would you attend a seminar 
on being a great follower? 
Who wants to be a follower? 

Society doesn’t encourage 
being a follower. John Max-
well, who said, “Everything 
rises and falls on leadership,” 
didn’t become a management 
icon talking about follow-
ing. People don’t talk about 
followership 
because follow-
ing is not very 
appealing. Most 
people have up-
wardly mobile 
ambitions and dreams. The 
ambitious are driven to be at 
the top, to be the best. For 
the most part, there’s nothing 
wrong with ambition to be 
successful. When we see it in 
teenagers, we are encouraged 
by ambition.

However, Jesus said to the 
disciples, “Follow me” (Matt. 
4:19, CSB). He said about 
His own ministry, “The Son 
of Man did not come to be 
served, but to serve” (Matt. 
20:28, CSB). Jesus didn’t talk 
about leadership; He talked 
about following.

Are you wanting to develop 
students into servant lead-
ers in your church? Students 

College staff shepherd them 
through a biblical servant-
hood curriculum. The result 
is students are challenged, 
tested and coached through 
an experience that lays a 
platform for great servant-
leadership. By the end, most 
students love it.  Many return 
to camp to serve two and 
three summers.  

For an extended servant-
hood training experience, 
college students can serve at 
Camp Siloam for 10 weeks in 
the summer. Camp Siloam 
year-round staff invest deeply 
in college students with an 
extensive two-week orienta-
tion. Summer staff contribute 
to the creativity of the sum-
mer by putting the finishing 
touches on the program. 
Every staff member is taught 
to share a personal testimony 
and the gospel; many do so 
for the first time at Camp 
Siloam.

Students may apply to S-
Core or serving as college 
staff by visiting campsiloam.
com/summer/s-core. High 
school graduates can check 
out campsiloam.com/apply or 
contact Camp Siloam at 479-
250-1865.

Jason Wilkie is executive direc-
tor of Camp Siloam. For more 
information visit campsiloam.org.

Estate planning is an area 
of the law in which most 

people know just enough 
to be dangerous. In my ex-
perience, we have all heard 
enough horror stories and 
misinformation to conclude 
that most indi-
viduals’ under-
standing of es-
tate planning 
is inaccurate. 

At its core, 
estate planning is the process 
of determining to whom, 
in what manner, and when 
we will transfer the posses-
sions we have been blessed 
to steward. Additionally, it 
is also a time to plan for our 
incapacity. Depending on 
which documents you execute 
in your own estate plan, you 
may appoint individuals or 
entities to act on your behalf 
in specific situations. The fol-
lowing is not a comprehensive 
list, but it includes some of 
the roles to which you can ap-
point people to serve in your 

estate plan:
Trustee. If you have execut-

ed a trust, the trustee is the 
person or entity responsible 
for the administration of your 
trust estate according to your 
trust agreement. You may 

serve as your 
own trustee. 
Additionally, 
you name suc-
cessor trustees 
to act for you 

when you are no longer able 
to serve.  

Executor. If you have 
executed a last will and testa-
ment, the executor is the per-
son or entity responsible for 
the administration of your in-
dividual estate. Your executor 
can only act after your death 
and after being approved by 
the court. 

Power of Attorney. If you 
have executed a power of at-
torney, you as the principal 
appoint an agent to act for 
you concerning your finances, 
personal affairs and health 

care. Depending on your de-
sire, your agent(s) may act for 
you immediately or only upon 
your incapacity. An agent 
ceases to be power of attorney 
at the principal’s death. 

Guardian. You may ap-
point individual(s) whom you 
would like to be responsible 
for your minor children. Gen-
erally, this is done within your 
last will and testament.   

The people you appoint 
must be at least 18 years 
of age and of sound mind. 
Moreover, the individuals you 
appoint should be trustwor-
thy and capable of handling 
the complex tasks of serving 
in these roles. You may also 
appoint multiple people so 
that you have co-trustees, co-
executors, co-agents and co-
guardians if you desire. 

Dillon S. McClain, an at-
torney, is vice president of the 
Arkansas Baptist Foundation. 
For more information on Founda-
tion ministries call 501-376-4791 
or visit abf.org.

Camp Siloam
Jason Wilkie

Baptist 
Foundation
Dillon McClain



November 1, 20186 

raculous occurrences have to 
be accepted as such, as being 
outside science. Once the gos-
pel is accepted, there is no rea-
son to argue other parts of the 
Bible. Science requires inter-
pretation of the natural world 
based on the best data avail-
able. As technology changes, 
e.g. the telescope in Galileo’s 
day, scientific interpretations 
change. 

The age of the earth is de-
finitively more than the 6,000 
years postulated by Ussher. In 
one discussion I had with a fel-
low Christian, he ended with 
the statement, “Facts don’t 
matter.”  Facts do matter. We 
do great harm to the gospel 
message when we become 

the modern equivalent of the 
Church in the age of Galileo. 

I don’t know how the facts 
of science will eventually dove-
tail with God’s Truth, but we 
do a great disservice to our 
young people when we train 
them to disrespect science in 
the name of protecting their 
view of religion. The Book of 
Genesis initiates a profound 
revelation of God’s will for the 
created universe. The point is 
that God has a plan, and the 
long biblical history strength-
ens our understanding of that 
plan. Our youth should study 
science and marvel at our abil-
ity to better understand the 
natural world. They should 
never be taught that science is 
some evil challenge to faith.

David Rauls
Nashville

continued from page 5
LETTER

JONESBORO — Four minis-
ters inspired and challenged 
messengers and guests at the 
165th annual meeting of the 
Arkansas Baptist State Con-
vention (ABSC) Oct. 23-24 at 
Central Baptist Church, Jones-
boro. Below is a summary of 
the messages.

Greg Sykes
In the ABSC president’s 

message, Greg Sykes, pastor of 
First Baptist Church, Russell-
ville, and president of the Ar-
kansas Baptist State Conven-
tion, focused on Acts 20 and 
said that Paul’s pastoral plea 
to the church at Ephesus has 
many lessons for the church 
today, especially to pastors, 
ministers and church leaders.

Sykes presented five em-
phases that Paul taught to the 
church at Ephesus, based on 
his personal experience follow-
ing Christ: 1) toward God, 2) 
toward the church, 3) toward 
the lost, 4) toward himself and 
5) toward everyone.

“Paul’s ministry mantra is 
very simple: ‘Do what I have 
done,’” said Sykes. “And he 
would tell them that all that 
he had done was attempt to be 
like Jesus.”

All that the apostles and 
early Christians knew to do 
was to attempt to live like, and 
model, Jesus, he said, which is 
what all ministry should look 
like.

The standard of Jesus 
Christ, which Paul reflected, 
was one of self-sacrifice and 

Convention speakers: ‘Fulfill Your Calling’
not self-preservation.

“I’m not saying volunteer 
for suffering, but we must be 
willing to sacrifice self for the 
gospel,” Sykes said.

The American Church has 
experienced a sharp decline in 
the integrity of ministers and 
is currently reaping the fruits 
of that decline, he said.

“The man of God should 
be above reproach,” Sykes said.

Paul also shared four points 
of exhortation regarding the 
duties of pastors and minis-
ters: 1) shepherd the flock, 2) 
guard the flock, 3) rest in grace 
and 4) flee self-interest.

“Legalism is the doctrine 
that is most at home in con-
servative churches,” Sykes said. 
“Holiness and grace must go 
together. … But all of this 
breaks down if we do not study 
the Word of God.”

“Ultimately, Jesus Christ is 
our example,” he said.

Archie Mason
Archie Mason, senior pas-

tor, Central Baptist Church, 
Jonesboro, preached a mes-
sage on the Great Commission 
found in Matthew 28:16-20, 
saying, “We don’t have a Great 
Commission culture; we have 
a great omission culture.” 

“We get in the church and 
do some good stuff, but we 
forget the main thing. We can 
forget that Jesus said, ‘I have 
come to seek and save that 
which was lost.’

“Today is great preparation 
for us to go back to the church-

es we serve with a brand new 
fire lit in our heart and lit in 
our soul to see people come to 
the saving knowledge of Jesus 
Christ.

“God’s heart is on the 
world. Is our heart on the 
world?”

Mason’s first point was 
to “trust in the power of 
Jesus.” He said, “Sometimes 
we preach like we do not be-
lieve what we preach. It’s a 
supernatural message that we 
share.”

God has called His Church 
to go, to make disciples and to 
send out believers to the world, 
he said. “It’s His Church. Are 
we operating according to how 
He told us to operate?” Mason 
asked.

Statistics in Southern Bap-
tist churches may indicate that 
churches are not following 
Jesus’ directive.

Mason’s second point was 
to “obey the purpose of God.” 
He encouraged those present 
to cast vision, teach about mul-
tiplication and send people 
out.

“You got to paint the pic-
ture not of what could be but 
what should be,” he said.

Mason’s third point was 
that Christians will “experi-
ence the presence of God” if 
they obey the purpose of God.

“We have a great opportu-
nity to be a part of the greatest 
movement of God that your 
generation and my generation 
have ever seen,” he said.

“If you keep the main thing 
the main thing, you just sit 
back and watch the power of 
God. You just hang on and 
ride the train,” he said.

J.D. “Sonny” Tucker 
J.D. “Sonny” Tucker, ABSC 

executive director, preached 

from the book of Acts and said 
there is great power in the last 
words of Christ before He as-
cended into heaven.

“I think the book of Acts is 
a blueprint, a model, a founda-
tion and I think it’s ongoing,” 
said Tucker. “I think it (Acts) 
lays out a rawness, an intensity, 
a passion and a focus. Those 
folks had no money, no build-
ing, no seminaries and no or-
ganization. They had the gos-
pel of Jesus, prayer, the power 
of the Holy Spirit, and look at 
what they did.”

Tucker cautioned against 
ministers either bragging 
about their church or min-
istry’s numbers or becom-
ing jealous of the ministerial 
success of others with higher 
numbers.

“Love people. Serve people. 
Ask God for people to serve. 
Whatever numbers will come, 
let them come,” Tucker said.

He cautioned against allow-
ing programs, building cam-
paigns and other aspects of 
ministry to distract from the 
fact that God is the believer’s 
only source of power.

Tucker also warned against 
churches reaching some, but 
not all, people. The book of 
Acts teaches that all people 
“matter to God,” Tucker said. 
“You cannot violate the heart 
of Jesus and have the blessings 
of Jesus.”

However, when pastors and 
ministers attempt to lead their 
churches to reach all people, 
trials and tribulations may 
come, Tucker said.

In Acts, leaders were raised 
up locally, through the power 
of the Holy Spirit. He urged 
attendees to seek the Holy 
Spirit’s guidance in finding 
potential leaders.

Tucker concluded by thank-

ing Arkansas Baptists who 
have stepped out in faith and 
are seeking to follow God.

Ronnie Deal 
Ronnie Deal, senior pastor 

of First Baptist Church, Green-
wood, shared the convention 
sermon, preaching from John 
1:1-28.

Deal said that, while he grew 
up thinking that only pastors 
and those with spectacular per-
sonal testimonies are called, he 
has since learned that “all of us 
are called to serve.”

“When I think about the 
call of God, I can’t help but 
think about John the Baptist,” 
said Deal.

“God never separates who 
we are from what we do,” said 
Deal. “We have to know who 
we are and what we are called 
to do.”

Deal said that John the Bap-
tist knew who he was. He was: 
1) called by God, 2) focused 
on his mission, 3) confident 
in who, and whose, he was, 4) 
a man through whom people 
could see Jesus.

“John the Baptist was a man 
called by God; he knew his 
mission, and he knew who he 
was,” Deal said.

He said that the heart of 
John the Baptist’s calling is 
found in John 3:30 (NLT), 
“He must become greater and 
greater, and I must become 
less and less.”

This passage should define 
all ministry callings, Deal said.

“One of the hardest things 
that I have had to battle as a 
pastor is loving the affirmation 
of men,” Deal said.

A Christian’s identity and 
calling are both summed up 
in Christ becoming greater, 
and the individual becoming 
lesser, he concluded.
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ABSC agencies and institutions report to messengers
JONESBORO – Seven agen-
cies or institutions of the Ar-
kansas Baptist State Conven-
tion (ABSC) presented annual 
reports during the 165th an-
nual meeting of the ABSC 
Oct. 23-24 at Central Baptist 
Church, Jonesboro. Following 
are the highlights of their re-
ports.

Williams Baptist  University
A performance by Williams 

Baptist University (WBU) 
choir led by Bob Magee, chair, 
department of music and 
director of choral activities 
at WBU, opened Williams’  
annual report to the conven-
tion. 

A brief video highlighted 
numerous 2018 accomplish-
ments for the university, in-
cluding the school’s transition 
to university status, the nam-
ing of Stan Norman as the 

seventh presi-
dent of the 
u n i v e r s i t y , 
a d d i t i o n s 
and renova-
tions in the 
school’s fa-
cilities and 
new academic 
o f f e r i n g s , 
among other 

accomplishments.
Norman then gave his first 

report on behalf of the uni-
versity. His report included 
research highlighting the 
value of Christian higher edu-
cation, saying, “The need for 
Christian higher education is 
as great as it’s ever been.” He 
said that Williams equips its 
students to be salt and light for 
Christ in the secular world.

He urged attendees “to con-
tinue to support us and give 
to the Cooperative Program. 
... We could not do what we 
do without your partnership.” 
He also asked for prayer for  
WBU.

In a reference to a hit song, 
“I Want You to Want Me,” by 
1970s rock band Cheap Trick, 
Norman said, “I want you to 
want us. I need you to need 
us. I want you to see what we 
do as a part of what you do. I 
want you to understand that 
the essence of a Baptist univer-
sity is an extension of the local 
church.”

With his message punctu-
ated by applause and some-
times laughter, Norman said, 
“It’s a good day to be in Wal-
nut Ridge, Arkansas. It’s a 

good day to be at Williams  
Baptist University. 

“The best is yet to come, 
and we want you to be a part 
of the Williams Baptist Uni-
versity journey.”

Arkansas Baptist Foundation
Bobby Thomas, president 

of the Arkan-
sas Baptist 
Foundation, 
presented the 
Foundation’s 
report.

T h o m a s 
presented a 
snapshot of 
the work of 
the Founda-

tion since 2015, the year he 
was called as president.

Since 2015, the Founda-
tion has distributed more than 
$114 million, 64 percent of 
which has been distributed to 
Arkansas Baptist agencies, in-
stitutions, churches and minis-
tries. The Foundation also has 
developed a partnership with 
Evangelical Council for Finan-
cial Accountability, which has 
provided numerous resources 
to Arkansas Baptists, includ-
ing financial tools, podcasts 
and more.

Thomas highlighted the 
Foundation’s partnership 
with Camp Siloam the past 
three years, including working 
with the camp on its Feed My 
Sheep capital campaign, which 
raised the funds necessary to 
construct the camp’s new din-
ing hall.

The Foundation also part-
nered with Williams Baptist 
University, Ouachita Baptist 
University and the Delta Insti-
tute, a theological education 
resource for pastors and min-
isters serving in the Arkansas 
Delta, through scholarship dis-
tributions, said Thomas. 

This past year, the Delta In-
stitute saw a record enrollment 
of 80 students and multiple 
church plants and church-
es that entered the ABSC 
through that partnership.

Thomas also mentioned a 
partnership the Foundation 
has with Ramsey Solutions, 
which makes Dave Ramsey’s 
Financial Peace University 
available to all Arkansas Bap-
tist pastors and ministers free 
of charge.

In conclusion, Thomas 
shared that the Foundation 
continues to provide free es-
tate planning services for all 

Arkansas Baptists.

Camp Siloam
Jason Wilkie, executive di-

rector of Camp Siloam, shared 
Camp Siloam’s report.

Wilkie said 
he was cele-
brating – with 
the Arkansas 
Baptist fam-
ily – the con-
clusion of 
the Feed My 
Sheep capi-
tal campaign 
as well as the 

awarding of a grant by the 
Mabee Foundation, which al-
lowed for the camp’s original 
dining hall, built in 1923, to 
be replaced by a new dining 
hall that can meet the camp’s 
current needs.

Wilkie said that during 
the stressful periods of the 
Feed My Sheep campaign,  
he rested in the truth of Philip-
pians 4.

The strength of Arkansas 
Baptist cooperation and part-
nership allowed the campaign 
to exceed its goal and preserve 
the beauty and ministerial ef-
fectiveness of Camp Siloam, 
said Wilkie.

“I believe that camp is the 
most effective tool we have for 
reaching American kids,” said 
Wilkie. 

“We saw 461 campers make 
professions of faith last year; 
we saw 266 make commit-
ments to missions and full-
time ministry. That’s almost 
double the amount of kids 
that we have had make that 
commitment in the past.

“We have an obligation to 
encourage them in their call to 
ministry,” he said.

“We have fantastic camps in 
our state,” said Wilkie. “I just 
want to encourage you to use 
the tools we have in our state 
and support Super Summer, 
our association camps and 
Camp Paron.”

Camp Siloam’s report con-
cluded with a video highlight-
ing images of the camp’s min-
istry, including testimonies 
from campers, camp staff and 
camp volunteers about the 
camp’s power to reach Arkan-
sas children and youth with 
the gospel and stoke the fire of 
ministerial callings.

Arkansas Faith and Ethics Council
Larry Page, executive direc-

tor, Arkansas Faith and Ethics 

Council, presented his 2018 
report. Page 
focused on 
Issue 4, which 
would autho-
rize casino 
gambling in 
four Arkansas 
counties and 
is to be voted 
on by Arkan-
sas voters on 

Nov. 6.
“This is a really sorry piece 

of public policy,” he said, not-
ing that it “violates a number 
of biblical principles” and 
supports “an industry that is 
predatory.” He also highlight-
ed numerous facts about how 
gambling negatively impacts 
society.

Ouachita Baptist University
Ben Sells, president of 

Ouachita Baptist University, 
presented Ouachita’s report.

Sells shared six points of 
O u a ch i t a ’ s 
strategic plan: 
1) Sustain 
Chr i s t - c en -
tered identity; 
2) Advance 
faculty/staff 
support; 3) 
Ensure trans-
f o r m a t i v e 

learning; 4) Grow residen-
tial enrollment; 5) Diversify 
educational offerings and 6) 
Strengthen key partnerships.

Sells also shared other 
Ouachita news, including 
an increase in enrollment 
each year since 2016, the re-
cent dedication of the Berry-
Peeples Bible Building and 
Horne Center for Biblical  
Preaching and a partnership 
with Baptist Health Little 
Rock to begin offering a new 
Bachelor of Science in Nurs-
ing degree.

Sells sat down for a con-
versation with Blake and Joy 
Ligon, 2008 graduates of 
Ouachita, who shared the role 
that Ouachita made in their 
intellectual and spiritual devel-
opment, including the devel-
opment of their calls to minis-
try. Blake Ligon, who accepted 
a call to vocational ministry 
while a student at Ouachita, 
currently serves as teach-
ing pastor of the Paragould  
campus of Central Baptist 
Church, Jonesboro.

ABCHomes
David Perry, executive di-

rector of Arkansas Baptist 
Children’s Homes and Fam-
ily Ministries (ABCHomes), 
presented ABCHomes’ report 
for the last time as executive 
director. 

Perry reminisced on mov-
ing to Jones-
boro for his 
first position 
with the chil-
dren’s home. 
The f i r st 
night that he 
and his wife, 
Lucia, spent 
in their small 

apartment was stormy, with 
tornado sirens ringing out. 

Perry said that from that 
stormy first night living in 
Arkansas to today, more than 
four decades later, Arkansas 
Baptists have loved his fam-
ily and have been incredible 
brothers and sisters in Christ 
and great friends.

After highlighting AB-
CHomes’ work “setting the 
table” for many individuals 
and families across the state, 
Perry welcomed Derek Brown, 
his successor as executive direc-
tor of ABCHomes.

Perry left the platform to a 
standing ovation as messen-
gers showed their appreciation 
for his decades of ministry to 
the state.

Brown read the names of 30 
children who died last year as 
the result of abuse, neglect or 
drug-related causes.

“Families need us. Children 
need us. This ministry saves 
lives,” said Brown. 

“When we strengthen and 
restore families God’s way, the 
impact reaches thousands of 
generations. Lives are saved, 
and lives are brought into eter-
nity.

“Help us set the table. Help 
us keep kids safe. Help us save 
lives. Help us restore families,” 
said Brown. 

“Help  us  restore 
God’s plan for Arkansas  
families. Join us in that mis-
sion.”

Arkansas Baptist News
Read the 

A r k a n s a s 
Baptist News 
(ABN) report 
by Tim Yar-
brough, edi-
tor/executive 
director of 
the ABN, on 
page 4.

Norman
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Pastors’ Conf. speakers share passion for the gospel
JONESBORO – Arkansas 
Baptist pastors and church 
staff were challenged by a va-
riety of speakers during the 
2018 Arkansas Baptist State 
Convention (ABSC) Pastors’ 
Conference Oct. 22 at Central 
Baptist Church, Jonesboro.

The Pastors’ Conference 
theme was High Call.

2019 Arkansas Baptist State 
Convention Pastors’ Confer-
ence officers were elected Oct. 
22 at Central Baptist Church, 
Jonesboro. Dave Hughey, pas-
tor of Geyer Springs First Bap-
tist Church, Little Rock will 
serve as president. Hughey 
was nominated by Ken Shad-
dox, pastor of Park Hill Baptist 
Church, North Little Rock. 
Jarvis Smith, pastor of Second 
Baptist Church, West Helena, 
will serve as vice president. 
Smith was nominated by Sam 
Roberts, pastor of First Baptist 
Church, Stuttgart. Scott Mill-
er, associational missionary for 
Faulkner County Baptist Asso-
ciation, will serve as treasurer. 
Miller was nominated by Don 
Chandler, pastor of Central 
Baptist Church, Conway.

Five panel discussions were 
also held during the confer-
ence including: “How do you 
maintain your devotional life 
in a busy pastorate?” “How 
do you guard your charac-
ter?” “What’s it like to be an 
African-American pastor in 
Arkansas?” “The pastor and 
brokenness” and “A word from 
the wives.”

John McCallum
John McCallum, senior 

pastor of 
First Bap-
tist Church, 
Hot Springs, 
shared a ser-
mon titled 
“The Pastor 
as Shepherd.”

“ S h o w 
your flock an 

example of what it looks like 
to follow Jesus,” said McCal-
lum.

In addition to being a spiri-
tual example to their flocks, 
McCallum said that pastors 
should also be an example 
in how believers should treat 
their families.

“Love the sheep that 
Christ has entrusted to you 
with a Christ-like love,” said 
McCallum. “Keep them in 
your heart. … Feel for them 
what Paul felt for the Philip-

McCallum

pian church when he said he 
longed for them like the bride 
of Christ.”

McCallum said that in 
order for a pastor to shepherd 
his flock, the pastor must 
place his trust in the Chief 
Shepherd – Jesus Christ.

“God trusted us to be 
the shepherd, not the hired 
hand,” he said. “Our job is to 
shepherd them in the journey 
… and remind them that the 
Chief Shepherd … will get 
them all the way home.”

In the moment when Christ 
lays the crown of glory on the 
pastors’ head in eternity, Mc-
Callum said a pastor will know 
that every tear and sermon was 
“worth it.”

“What is the privilege of 
a life will be our joy forever,” 
said McCallum.

Wyman Richardson
Wyman Richardson, pas-

tor of Cen-
tral Baptist 
C h u r c h , 
North Little 
Rock, shared 
a sermon 
titled “The 
Pastor’s First 
Love.”

R i c h a r d -
son began his sermon with a 
thesis statement for the mes-
sage: “When pastors turn 
away from Jesus as their first 
love, they inevitably grant the 
worship due him to whatever 
fills the space that He once 
inhabited and whatever fills 
that space, even if done in His 
name, will ultimately be anti-
Christ to that minister’s soul.”

He gave four ways that pas-
tors can know they have lost 
their “first love” – their call to 
ministry: 1) Their sense of self 
becomes inordinately defined 
by the church they pastor; 2) 
Their sense of self becomes 
all-consuming; 3) The accou-
trements of vocation begin 
to eclipse the nature of their 
callings, and 4) They nearly, 
but not completely, blunt the 
sharp edges of prophetic proc-
lamation to appease their lis-
teners.

“You are not called to keep 
the machine running. You are 
called to be a herald of the 
King,” said Richardson. “Do 
not go into ministry without a 
calling. Ministry is a wonder-
ful calling, but it is a terrible 
job.”

The only two options for 

Richardson

a pastor who has lost his first 
love are to either return to his 
first love or leave the ministry, 
said Richardson.

“The worst thing in the 
world is the dude who says he 
is where he is supposed to be,  
but everyone else knows he’s 
not. And he’s in it for the re-
tirement,” he said.

Richardson offered two 
ways that pastors can return 
to their first love: 1) “Let the 
terror of your calling drive you 
trembling into the arms of the 
Jesus at Whose feet you once 
sat” and 2) “Taste again the 
sweetness of communion with 
Christ through consistent and 
selfless devotion and commu-
nion with Him.”

In conclusion, Richardson 
shared the story of Alexame-
nos, a Christian who likely 
lived during the third cen-
tury A.D. A carving, known 
as the Alexamenos Graffito, 
depicts Alexamenos worship-
ping Christ, with the head of a 
donkey, being crucified on the 
cross. The depiction was in-
tended to mock Alexamenos’ 
faithfulness.

“Let us be mocked for our 
faithfulness, for our first love,” 
said Richardson. “Fidelis, 
brothers. Let us not leave our 
first love.”

Steven Smith
Steven Smith, senior pas-

tor of Im-
manuel Bap-
tist Church, 
Little Rock, 
shared a ser-
mon titled 
“The Pastor’s 
Character.”

Referenc-
ing the story 

of Joseph and Potiphar’s wife, 
Smith said that the favor of 
God is not tied to a person but  
to a purpose. Without God’s 
favor, “I am Samson with a 
haircut,” Smith said.

People who have the favor 
of God on their lives are tempt-
ed to sin and are tempted to 
sin in ways that can remove 
God’s favor on their lives, but 
living in this tension is not sin, 
Smith said.

“God has called us into an 
existence where we are tempt-
ed to sin … but living in that 
state is not sinful,” he said.

Smith offered two encour-
agements for pastors and min-
isters living in the tension of 
temptation: 1) Remember 

Smith

Jesus and 2) Remember the 
gospel.

“The point of this passage 
is not that there is no suffer-
ing, but that there is no suf-
fering that is wasted,” said 
Smith. “All (suffering) comes 
into our life to produce  
Christ’s likeness.”

Jarvis Smith
Jarvis Smith, pastor of 

Second Bap-
tist Church, 
West Helena, 
shared a ser-
mon titled 
“The Pastor 
in Need of 
Friends.”

If Chris-
tians are to 

understand Jesus as not simply 
our Savior, but as our friend, 
we must understand the defi-
nition of the word “friend.”

“We need friends. Anybody 
who is called to serve anybody 
needs somebody,” said Smith. 
“We need divine friendship 
because we need to know what 
God is doing.

“The concept of friend-
ship is biblical,” said Smith. 
“Oh what a friend we have in 
Jesus.”

In conclusion, Smith en-
couraged pastors and ministers 
in the audience to come for-
ward and pray for a more in-
timate relationship with Jesus 
and other people, especially 
those from different cultures 
than their own.

Greg Kirksey
Greg Kirksey, teaching pas-

tor of The 
Church at 
Rock Creek, 
Little Rock, 
shared a ser-
mon titled 
“The Broken 
Pastor.”

The pas-
tor told of 

his personal experience with 
tragedy and suffering, includ-
ing his wife dying from cancer, 
fighting his own past battle 
with cancer, losing his reputa-
tion due to dogmatic issues at 
his former church, and find-
ing out recently that he has a 
benign brain tumor.

Speaking from Luke 24, he 
said that, when experiencing 
spiritual darkness, Christians 
must listen to the voice of God 
and bear their soul.

Sharing a regrettable mo-

Smith

ment in which he exclaimed 
that he would not continue in 
ministry if his brain tumor dis-
figured him, Kirksey said that 
he came to understand that, 
“If our commitment to Christ 
is not unconditional, it is not 
healthy.”

Kirksey told of a personal 
quiet time he had following his 
recent brain cancer diagnosis 
in which he said God visited 
him and “dispelled his dark-
ness.” Much like  the two men 
who met Jesus on the road to 
Emmaus, when God visits you, 
you should “ask Him to stay,” 
he said. “In the midst of your 
darkness, do not cut yourself 
off from the Word of God,” 
said Kirksey.

“Brokenness is a greater 
friend to a pastor than gifted-
ness,” he said, “because you lift 
our faith out of the theoretical 
and put it into flesh and blood 
– real life – and you connect.”

Kirksey ended his sermon 
by praying for those pastors 
and ministers who are in dark 
places, that God would visit 
them, like He did him, and 
dispel their darkness with His 
light.

Bill Elliff
Addressing the pastor’s 

family, Bill Elliff, senior teach-
ing and lead 
pastor of 
The Sum-
mit Church, 
North Little 
Rock, said, 
“The most 
i m p o r t a n t 
people you 
will ever dis-

ciple are your family.”
A father and grandfather, 

Elliff offered five guidelines 
on what he has learned about 
building a home that honors 
God: 1) “Let the Word of 
God be the authority for your 
home”; 2) “Let a passion for 
God be the pursuit of your 
home”; 3) “Let the presence 
of God be the atmosphere of 
your home”; 4) “Let the love 
of God be the heart of your 
home”; and 5) “Love is the 
heart of the home because love 
is the heart of God.”

In conclusion, Elliff taught, 
“Let the kingdom of God be 
the mission of your home.”

Elliff

Kirksey

Read more coverage of the Arkansas Baptist 
State Convention Annual Meeting and  

Pastors’ Conference at arkansasbaptist.org



www.arkansasbaptist.org 9   

Issue 4, use of social media addressed in resolutions
JONESBORO – Arkansas 
Baptist messengers approved 
six resolutions at the 2018 
annual meeting of the Ar-
kansas Baptist State Con-
vention (ABSC) at Central 
Baptist Church, Jonesboro.  

For the full text of the resolu-
tions visit arkansasbaptist.org/
absc18resolutions. Below is a 
summary.

No. 1: Appreciation
Messengers expressed ap-

prec ia t ion 
to the ABSC 
pre s ident , 
e x e c u t i v e 
d i r e c t o r , 
convention 
officers, the 
staff and 
members of 
Central Bap-
tist Church, 
Jonesboro, 
and the pro-

gram committee for their “dili-
gent and sacrificial service” in 
the successful preparation and 
guidance of the 165th ABSC 
Annual Meeting.

No. 2: Opposition to Issue 4
Messengers expressed oppo-

sition to Issue 4, the proposed 
constitutional amendment to 
expand casino gambling to 
four Arkansas counties. Mes-
sengers encouraged all Arkan-
sas voters to vote against Issue 
4. Messengers further commit-
ted to restore and rehabilitate 
individuals who are involved 
in “problem gambling” and 
also provide a “safety net” for 
the gamblers’ families and 
communities, if Issue 4 is ap-
proved.

No. 3: On the Holiness and 
Integrity of Ministry Leaders

Messengers repudiated any 
ministerial behavior “that 

would compromise the bib-
lical standard of a ministry 
leader’s absolute holiness and 
requirement to be above re-
proach” and called upon min-
isters to “pursue moral and 
sexual purity in all relation-
ships.” Messengers recommit-
ted themselves to “confession, 
repentance, and contrition” 
and committed to “return to 
the Great Commission work 
before us.”

No. 4: On Christian Citizen-
ship and Civic Participation

Messengers encouraged all 
believers to “engage the cul-
ture by being informed and 
proactive citizens, by voting 
in all elections, by praying for 
all those in authority and po-
sitions of influence, and by 
participating appropriately in 
civic matters.”

No. 5: On Christlike Com-

munication and the Use of  
Social Media

Messengers committed to 
“maintaining brotherly and 
sisterly love by resolving … 
differences in a biblical man-
ner.” Messengers further 
committed to guarding their 
tongues; using caution and 
wisdom in social media; re-
fraining from remarks that  
tear down people, gossip and 
slander; and engaging one an-
other with “respect and win-
someness.”

No. 6: On Appreciation 
and Support for Arkansas 
Woman’s Missionary Union 
(WMU)

Messengers expressed “grat-
itude for the ministry and 
faithfulness to the members of 
Arkansas WMU” and pledged 
to “continue to partner in the 
cause of missions with Arkan-
sas WMU.”

Flooring
Floors & More, Inc.
21286 Interstate 30
Benton, AR 72019
501-316-0267  FAX: 501-316-2533
Email: sales@floorsandmorear.com
www.floorsandmorear.com
Consultation/Statewide Services/Commercial 
Flooring/Carpet Squares/Gym Floors 

Kitchen Equipment
& Supplies
Aimco Equipment Co. 
10001 Colonel Glenn Rd.
Little Rock, AR 72204
501-228-0808

Lighting & Sound
American AVL
800-352-7222
Little Rock/Jackson/Ruston/ 
New Orleans
Audio, Video, & Lighting Systems & 
Equipment - Ask about our free site needs  
AVL review

Stained Glass
Jonathan Soos 
Soos Stained Glass Inc. 
jon@soosstainedglass.com 
http://www.soosstainedglass.com 
30 Maumelle Curve Ct. 
Maumelle AR 72113 
501-758-8641 Maumelle studio 
501-758-8655 fax

Baptistries/Steeples
Construction Sales Co., Inc.
P.O. Box 1049
Magnolia, AR 71753-1049
800-526-9663  FAX: 870-234-6475
Also laminated wood arches, beams and decking 

Church Facility Planner
Sowell Architects
1315 North Street, Suite 100
Conway, AR  72034
501-450-9633 FAX: 501-450-7228
Email: rik@sowellarchitects.com
www.sowellarchitects.com
Master planning, site analysis
and all architectural services

Church Insurance
Michael B. Russell, MA, MBA
Member, Cross Church, Springdale
Mike Russell & Associates
P.O. Box 709, Bentonville, AR 72712
877-715-5336, 479-657-6369 fax
www.protectmychurch.org   
AR Ins. Lic. #185726
Non-profit - Church - Commercial -  
Employee Benefits

James Greene & Associates
800-422-3384
www.jamesgreeneins.com
James Greene & Associates represents 
Brotherhood Mutual Insurance, a national leader 
insuring churches in alliance with GuideStone. 
Call today or go online for property, liability, 
auto and worker’s comp quotes!

ChurCh ServiCeS DireCtory

To advertise in the Church Services Directory, contact the ABN at 
501-376-4791, ext. 5161, or email ads@arkansasbaptist.org
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C l a s s i f i e d s

Calvary Baptist Church in NLR is prayerfully 
seeking a bi-vocational pastor. Send re-
sume to 5025 Lynch Drive, NLR AR 72117, Attn: 
Pastor Search Committee.

First Baptist Church, Hector, is seeking a bi-
vocational pastor. Send resume to 801 East 
16th Street, Russellville AR 72801, or email: 
arvba@suddenlink.net.

East Side Baptist Church, Paragould, AR, is 
seeking a full-time senior pastor. Please 
mail resumes to: Pastor Search Committee, East 
Side Baptist Church, 529 E. Court Street, Para-
gould, AR 72450, or mail resumes to: brichey@
connect2eastside.com. You may also include a 
sermon DVD or a link to a sermon video/audio.

Emmanuel Baptist Church, Weatherford, is 
prayerfully seeking an experienced F/T senior 
pastor. Send resume to Pastor Search Com-
mittee, Emmanuel Baptist Church, 719 North 
Kansas, Weatherford, OK 73096 or email to ebc-
wford@gmail.com.

Victory Baptist Church, Back Gate, AR, is 
seeking a full-time pastor. Please send re-
sumes to: pastorsearch@vbcbackgate.com.

Mountain Top Cowboy Church, Heber 

tennial Ave, West Fork, AR.
First Baptist Church, Sheridan, is seeking a 

part-time student pastor. Have a special 
emphasis on making disciples of all 7th-12th-
grade students. If you are a student seeking a 
job to learn and grow in the ministry, please 
also consider applying. Send resumes to chris-
tie_0326@yahoo.com.

Ebenezer Baptist Church, El Dorado, AR, is 
seeking a full-time minister of students 
with some associate pastor responsibilities. 
Please send resumes to: Search Committee, 
Ebenezer Baptist Church, 1942 N. Wyatt Drive, El 
Dorado, AR 71730.

Vine Prairie Baptist Church near Mulberry, 
AR, is looking for a Sunday-only minister 
of worship and pianist. If interested, please 
contact Tom Smith, pastor, at 318-918-9669.

Judsonia FBC is in search of a full-time 
pastor of youth/education director; 
salary set at $50,000. Please send resumes to 
fbcjud@gmail.com or call (501)729-3336. 

Graves Memorial Baptist Church, North Little 
Rock, is seeking a full-time or part-time 
youth pastor. Please send resumes to nick@
gmbclife.com.

First Baptist Church, Murfreesboro, Arkansas,  

is seeking a full-time student pastor. Send 
resume to 500 S. Washington, Murfreesboro, AR 
71958 or firstbaptistmurfreesboro@gmail.com.

First Baptist Church, Murfreesboro, Arkan-
sas, is seeking a part-time music minister. 
Send resume to 500 S. Washington, Murfrees-
boro, AR 71958 or firstbaptistmurfreesboro@
gmail.com.

South Main Baptist Church, Crossett, is seek-
ing a bi-vocational youth pastor. Send 
resume to: smbcsecretary@windstream.net or 
PO Box 430, Crossett, AR 71635.

Farmington First is seeking a full-time 
student minister for established youth 
ministry. Looking for someone to take students 
deeper in the faith and equip them to reach oth-
ers. Experience and a theology degree preferred 
but not required. Send resume to personnel@
farmingtonfirst.com.

FBC, Prescott, is seeking an energetic part-
time music/choir director. Please send re-
sume to: FBC Prescott Personnel Committee, PO 
Box 447, Prescott, AR 71857.

First Baptist Church, Henderson, Texas, full-
time position for children’s minister, to 
minister to children and young families. Send 
resumes to David Higgs, 207 W. Main St., Hen-

derson, Texas, 75652, or email dhiggs@thefbc.org.
Bi-vocational worship pastor for 

blended service. FBC, Pea Ridge. 479-451-
8192. To submit resume or request more info -  
al@prfbc.org.

Perryville FBC is seeking a bi-voca-
tional music director. Send resumes to  
pvfb.church@gmail.com.

130 hymnals for the taking. Hymnal for 
Worship and Celebration. 870-421-0881.

Ministerial discount: 4 burial plots at For-
rest Hills Memorial Park, Little Rock. Located 
in Garden 4, lot 618, sites 3,4,5,6. Regular cost 
$1800 each but will discount each plot to $800 
each with ministerial discount. Mike Russell 
479-841-2601.

Springs, is searching for a full-time senior 
pastor. Mail resume to the Pastor Search Com-
mittee, 45 Heber Springs Rd, Heber Springs, AR 
72543, or go online to www.mountaintopcow-
boychurch.com and click on “Pastor Search” for 
more information.

North Main Baptist Church (SBC) seeking 
bi-vocational pastor. Send resumes to 
jvance1@windstream.net or 707 North Main, 
Sheridan, AR 72150.

New Hope Baptist Church West in Duncan, 
OK, is now accepting resumes for a full-time 
AVM (audio-visual-media) minister. 
This is a called position with salary and benefits. 
Please send resumes, attention Pastor Randy 
Southerland, to newhopew@cableone.net or 
PO Box 1164, Duncan, OK 73534.

P/T praise team director needed at FBC 
West Fork. Must lead weekly Sunday morning 
service and bi-weekly Sunday evening. Ap-
plicant should know musical parts and have 
experience with team/band. Send resumes to 
westforkfbc@yahoo.com or drop off at 246 Cen-

PASTOR

MISCELLANEOUS

OTHER STAFF POSITIONS

Obituaries

Charles K. Martin, 77, of 
Paron, died Oct. 6. 

A U.S. Navy veteran, Mar-
tin was a retired plumber. 
He was ser ving as the 
pastor of Union Valley 
Southern Baptist Church  
in Perryville. 

Martin was preceded in 
death by his parents, a brother 
and a sister.

He is survived by his wife, 
a son, two daughters, three 
sisters, five stepchildren, 25 
grandchildren, 31 great-grand-
children and a great-great 
grandchild. 

The funeral was Oct. 11, 
at Ashby Funeral Home, fol-
lowed by burial in Old Union 
Cemetery.

On the move

First Baptist, Hope celebrates 150 years

Jeremy Dutschke, former 
vice president 
for enrollment 
management 
and student 
services at 
Williams Bap-
tist University, 
is now serving 
as the associ-

ate vice president for graduate 
and corporate affairs at Dallas 
Baptist University. Dutschke 
started his new position in 
October.

Visit  arkansasbaptist.org/ads
to place a classified

Maryan Whitlow, 76, of El 
Dorado, died Oct. 13. Whit-
low was a teacher for 40 years. 
She was preceded in death by 
her parents and is survived by 
her husband, Sam Whitlow, 
pastor of Harmony Baptist 
Church in El Dorado. She is 

Daniel Bramlett (right), pastor of First Baptist Church, Hope, welcomes Gov. Mike 
Huckabee (left) and Stan Parris (center), former pastor of First Baptist, Hope, to the 
stage during the 150th anniversary celebration of the church on Sunday, Oct. 21. 
Huckabee, who is originally from Hope, spoke during the service.

Rev. Johnson “Johnny” 
Evans, Sr., 80, of Conway, died 

Oct. 10. 
A retired 

minister, he 
was preceded 
in death by his 
parents and 
two brothers. 

Evans is 
survived by his wife, a sister, 
a brother, five children, 14 
grandchildren and 27 great-
grandchildren.

Services were held Oct. 14, 
at Bee Branch Baptist Church, 
followed by a burial. 

also survived by a daughter, 
two brothers and three neph-
ews. 

Services were held on Oct. 
17 at Har-
mony Baptist 
Church, fol-
lowed by a 
graveside ser-
vice at Sand 
Hill Cemetery 
in Simms, 

Texas. 

arkansasbaptist.org/across-arkansas
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Scientists maintain that a sound 
wave set in motion continues on for-
ever. If we had sophisticated enough 
instruments, we could capture and lis-
ten to the teaching and preaching of 
Martin Luther, Charles Spurgeon, the 
Apostle Paul and even the Lord Jesus 
Christ Himself. This may sound like 
fringe science, but most cutting-edge 
science was once considered on the 
fringe. God doesn’t need sophisticated 
instruments; He hears every word we 
speak. Our words 
will either justify or 
condemn us (Matt. 
12:36-37). In the 
Book of James, the 
tongue is depicted 
as a personification 
of the inner person. Our speech should 
reflect that we are saved and are living  
righteous lives.  

James held teachers to a higher ac-
countability (James 3:1). He did this 
because teachers are to ground their 
students in the teaching and command-
ments of Jesus. Inherent dangers and 
responsibilities of teaching require that 
teachers have control of their words. 
James expanded this control to all be-
lievers (James 3:2). Our tongues will 

control and/or lead the rest of our 
bodies like a bit in a horse’s mouth 
or a rudder on a ship (James 3:3-4). 
People who can keep their tongues, or 
speech, under control can keep their 
lives under control.  

An uncontrolled tongue has the 
ability to cause great destruction like 
a small flame can cause a forest fire. 
It is untamable like a wild animal and 
full of deadly poison (James 3:8). The 
tongue is used to bless God, and other 

times it is used 
to curse man. A 
fountain doesn’t 
produce both fresh 
and bitter water. 
An olive tree 
doesn’t produce 

figs, and a fig tree doesn’t produce ol-
ives. Saltwater doesn’t produce fresh 
water. Our tongues can betray us by 
showing our moral inconsistencies. 

 I recently heard David Jeremiah say, 
“Be careful what you say; when it is 
out there, you can’t take it back.” All 
our words need to be under the con-
trol of the Holy Spirit. Believers can 
demonstrate their salvation, righteous-
ness and godly maturity by controlling 
their speech.

Jesus cried, “It is finished.”  
Jesus’ prayer also had an outward 

focus. He prayed for His disciples. 
They would be left alone in a world 
that would be hostile toward them, 
creating a huge challenge for them. 
So Jesus prayed for them because they 
are His and belong to the Father. He 
prayed the Father would protect them 
by His holy name. Holiness would be 
difficult for them so Jesus prayed for 

their purity.
Jesus also 

had an onward 
focus. He was 
literally pray-
ing for you, me 
and the com-
ing Church. 

He prayed for all who would believe 
the gospel throughout the ages (John 
17:20). He wants all believers to be in 
unity and filled with His love. He also 
prayed for the great homecoming that 
will happen in the future for all believ-
ers.      

One of the greatest privileges we 
have as Christians is to intercede on 
behalf of others. When we pray for 
others, we emulate our Lord and Sav-
ior Jesus Christ.

Since we live in a democracy, it is dif-
ficult for many to understand the idea 
of sovereignty. Our Founding Fathers 
designed our government in such a way 
that those who govern only govern at 
the consent of the governed. They did 
not want ultimate power to rest in a 
single person or even a single group 
of people. Our country doesn’t have 
a sovereign ruler. During the Middle 
Ages, monarchs ruled by divine right. 
They believed God 
gave them the right 
to rule. England 
once had such a 
monarchy; now it 
has a constitutional 
monarchy. The queen reigns with all 
the pomp and circumstance of royalty, 
but she does not rule. God both reigns 
and rules because He is our sovereign 
ruler.  

James said we are to “submit to God” 
(James 4:7). God is the sovereign ruler, 
and we are His subjects. The word 
“submit” is the Greek word that means 
“to rank under.” The idea is to subject 
yourself to the authority over you in 
obedience. Submission and obedience 
are not identical. Submission involves 

the surrender of the will that results 
in obedience. James was calling us to 
subject or submit our wills to God’s 
control.  

There is a negative side to the com-
mand to submit to God as James said 
to “resist the Devil” (James 4:7).  The 
word “resist” is a military metaphor 
that urges Christians to stand against 
Satan. We resist the devil by not giving 
in to the temptation of sin. The more 

we “draw near to 
God,” the more 
He can “draw 
near” to us (James 
4:8). In the Old 
Testament, draw-

ing near to God was an expression of 
repentance, humility, commitment 
and worship.

James provided some practical steps. 
We are to have an inner and outward 
purity. We are to grieve over sin and 
humble ourselves before God. We are 
not to slander or use insulting language 
against others. And we are to align our 
will with the will of God.

As Christians, we must live in full 
commitment to God’s will for our 
lives.

I love this quote from Charles Had-
don Spurgeon, “A Christian must never 
leave off repenting, for I fear he never 
leaves off sinning.” The Model Prayer 
reminds us that we are always going to 
be confronted with temptation and the 
potential for sin (Matt. 6:13). When we 
sin, we must confess, repent and seek 
forgiveness (Matt. 6:12, 14).  

David’s prayer in Psalm 51 is a 
graphic picture 
of confession. 
This was written 
after David’s sin 
of adultery with 
Bathsheba and 
the murder of 
her husband 
Uriah. About 
a year after the sin, God directed the 
prophet Nathan to confront David. 
David was only quick to repent when 
he was confronted. Perhaps this was 
the first time in his life he saw the 
true condition of his heart and the  
devastation that sin had brought in his 
life. 

David’s confession is a picture of a 
soul in agony. The context helps us un-
derstand that there is nothing he could 

do to fix, adjust, repair or reform it. 
As a fallen person, he was inadequate 
for the task. In this state David had to 
turn to God and ask Him to do what 
only He can do: “Create a clean heart 
for me” (Psa. 51:10). David knew God 
could do this by renewing “a steadfast 
spirit within me” (Psa. 51:10).  

David said, “Do not banish me from 
Your presence or take Your Holy Spirit 

from me” (Psa. 
51:11). David 
was not talk-
ing about los-
ing his salva-
tion. He didn’t 
want God to 
remove His 
divine power 

from his life. In verse 12, he asked God 
to restore the “joy of Your salvation 
to me” (Psa. 51:12). Sin and joy can-
not coexist in our hearts. David also 
asked for a “willing spirit” (Psa. 51:12). 
He asked for this because he wanted 
to obey God’s Word and persevere in  
holiness.  

We must confess our sins. Only then 
can we be truly forgiven by God and 
restored in our relationship with Him.

Matthew 6:9-15 has been called the 
Lord’s Prayer. It is better described as 
the Model Prayer. John 17:1-26 could 
be described as the Lord’s Prayer be-
cause it records Jesus’ prayer in the 
Garden of Gethsemane before He was 
betrayed. This prayer is usually called 
the High Priestly Prayer. This is appro-
priate because Jesus is our High Priest. 
In this amazing prayer, Jesus prayed 
for Himself, for His disciples and for 
the coming 
Church.  

Jesus focused 
His prayer in 
four areas. First, 
Jesus focused 
His prayer up-
ward. His focus 
was on the Father and His glory (John 
17:1). Jesus glorified the Father on 
earth in His flesh. He did this by com-
pleting the work the Father gave Him 
to do (John 17:4).  

He also had an inward focus in 
which He prayed about His mission. 
He was about to be betrayed, arrested, 
unfairly tried, mocked, scourged, hu-
miliated, abandoned and crucified. 
Jesus was praying, “Let’s finish this.” 
Just before He breathed His last breath, 

Praying for others
Matthew 6:11b; John 17:11-23 (hCSb)
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A prayer of confession
Matt. 6:12-13; PSalM 51:1-7, 10-12  (hCSb)
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Baptist Church, Conway, where he serves as a Bible teacher, small group leader and member of the men’s ministry. He also serves 
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