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FORT SMITH – First Baptist 
Church (FBC), Fort Smith, knows 
something about answered prayers. 
It was two decades ago that church 
members began praying for a pas-
tor who would lead them into the 
future – and God answered by 
sending Dale Thompson. 

Thompson has now served as 
pastor for 20 years.

“Bro. Dale and his wife, Toni, 
have been treasured gifts from the 
Lord,” said Kevin Kilbreth, senior 
associate pastor at First Baptist.

Thompson marks 20 years at FBC, Fort Smith

Arkansas baptisms 
up 3 percent in 2011

New church plants make gains

Lisa Watson
Arkansas Baptist News

LITTLE ROCK – With 91 percent 
of churches reporting, baptisms 
among Arkansas Baptist churches 
are up 3 percent from 2011.

The Arkansas Baptist State Con-
vention (ABSC) evangelism and 
church growth team distributed a 
report outlining ABSC-affiliated 
churches leading in baptisms dur-

ing the ABSC’s 2012 State Confer-
ence on Evangelism and Church 
Growth, held Jan. 23-24 at First 
Baptist Church, Sherwood. Sonny 
Tucker is team leader.

Among top baptisms in the state 
are several new church plants that 
were started since 2009. Victory 
Ministries, Clarksville, a predomi-
nantly African-American congrega-

SHERWOOD – More than 1,200 Ar-
kansas Baptist ministers and church 
members were challenged Jan. 23-24 
to focus on prayer and the power of 
the Holy Spirit to bring revival to 
their state, nation and world.

The Arkansas Baptist State Con-
vention’s 2012 State Conference on 

Evangelism and Church Growth, 
held at First Baptist Church, Sher-
wood, featured a number of speakers 
from inside and outside of Arkansas 
and was preceded by a prayer work-
shop led by Michael Catt, pastor of 

See BAPTISMS page 3

Conference draws 1,200
Prayer and revival the focus

See EVANGELISM page 8

SHERWOOD – Southern Baptists 
have abandoned the biblical 
process of sowing and reap-
ing, and the consequences 
have been plateaued and de-
clining baptisms, said Chuck 
Kelley, president of New 
Orleans Baptist Theological 
Seminary.

Preaching the final sermon of 

the Arkansas Baptist State Conven-
tion’s 2012 State Conference 
on Evangelism and Church 
Growth Jan. 24, Kelley used 
an agrarian analogy to re-
mind Arkansas Baptists of the 
“amazing story of how South-
ern Baptists became the largest 
non-Catholic religious body in 

America.”

Kelley pointed to how Southern 
Baptists once embraced the biblical 
foundation of sowing and reaping 
found in 1 Corinthians 3:6, which 
says, “I planted, Apollos watered, 
but God gave the increase.”

“In 1945, the SBC (Southern 
Baptist Convention) baptized about 

Kelley: Return to ‘discipleship foundation’

See KELLEY page 10

Brad Curtis (right), pastor of Mountain Top Cowboy Church, Heber Springs, baptizes Roger Nelson 
of Rose Bud, during a recent service.

Church 
Financial 
Section

See pages 6-7

Dale and Toni Thompson

Kelley

Prior to coming to First Baptist, 
Thompson pastored at First Baptist 
Church, Gravette, and Immanuel 
Baptist Church, Rogers. 

“I am so surprised just how fast 
20 years of ministry can go by,” 
said Thompson. “My prayer is that 
my time here has been good for 
the church and good for the king-
dom. I have been privileged to be a 
pastor, much less a pastor of FBC, 
Fort Smith, and the other churches 
I have had the honor of serving.”

Thompson said what he enjoys 
most about First Baptist is the 
“great understanding and support 
(he has) from the church.”

Kilbreth said of Thompson, 
“He faithfully preaches the truth 
in love, never compromising the 
biblical message as it confronts 

the human heart and the world in 
which we live.” 

“He ‘adorns the doctrine of 
God our Savior in every respect,’” 
Kilbreth added, referring to Titus 
2:10. 

During Thompson’s tenure, 
First Baptist has been involved in 
several strategic church planting 
partnerships and has adopted an 
unreached people group in Tanza-
nia. The church’s total gifts given 
to Southern Baptist Convention 
missions causes has been more 
than $6.5 million, which includes 

See THOMPSON page 2
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Loves the Razorbacks
MONTICELLO – He has complet-
ed a marathon. He likes to hunt and 
fish. He loves the Razorbacks. And 
he is the new pastor at First Baptist 
Church, Monticello.

His name is Bruce Venable, and 
he is a native of Ar-
kansas, born in Jack-
sonville. 

First Baptist called 
Venable as their pas-
tor in January, and 
his first Sunday is 
Feb. 19. He comes 
there from First 

Baptist Church in Lubbock, Texas, 
where he served as associate pastor 
of university life.

Venable accepted Christ when he 
was 8 years old and was later called 
to vocational ministry. He received 
a bachelor’s degree from Arkansas 
State University in Jonesboro and 
a master’s degree from Southwest-
ern Baptist Theological Seminary in 
Fort Worth, Texas. 

He has held ministry positions 
on two university campuses, a state 
convention and in several church-
es, including First Baptist Church, 
Paragould. 

“God has graciously led Rita and 
myself to serve a healthy family of 
faith in Southeast Arkansas,” said 
Venable. “We are grateful for this 

New pastors join Arkansas churches

more than $4.3 million given to the 
Lottie Moon Christmas Offering. 

Jeff Thompson, associational 
missionary at Concord Baptist As-
sociation, said Pastor Thompson has 
led his church to embrace missions 
through going and giving.

“FBC, Fort Smith, models how 
a local church develops and refines 
their Acts 1:8 strategy. They have a 
missions heart,” said Thompson. 
“Under Bro. Dale’s leadership they 

BENTON – David Pierce, former minister of 
music at First Baptist Church, Benton, for 29 
years, was granted parole from prison Jan. 31 after 
serving two years and four months of a 10-
year sentence. It is not known when he will 
be released.

Pierce, 59, who was originally charged 
with 54 counts of sexual indecency with 
multiple victims, pleaded guilty in 2009 
to four counts of sexual indecency with a 
minor and received a 20-year prison sen-
tence with 10 years suspended. 

In a unanimous decision, the State Parole 
Board granted Pierce’s parole with several stipu-
lations. Among other stipulations, Pierce will be 
required to seek residency outside of Arkansas 
and cannot have contact with the victims or their 
families. Additionally, Pierce will be fitted with 
an electronic monitoring device and must reg-

ister as a sex offender. Should he ever return to 
Arkansas, he cannot live within 50 miles of Saline 
County, according to Rhonda Sharp, Arkansas 

Parole Board spokesperson.
According to a state law passed in 1993, 

the Parole Board was unable to deny pa-
role to Pierce. Only inmates serving time 
for certain offenses, such as murder and 
rape, may be denied parole.

Arkansas Rep. David Sanders, a mem-
ber of First Baptist Church, Little Rock, 

told KATV television he would like to 
change the language in this law to give the Parole 
Board the authority to deny parole to offenders 
who are required to register as sex offenders. 

“The fact of the matter is that public safety 
should be paramount in the midst of any policy 
maker,” Sanders said. 

Rick Grant, pastor of First Baptist Church, 

Benton, issued a statement about Pierce’s release, 
saying, “The matter of David Pierce’s parole was a 
decision made by the Parole Board. That decision, 
however, does not in any way erase the monstrous 
hurt carried by the victims, nor does it remove the 
continuing heartache in our congregation. My 
heart still aches for those I know were victims and 
for those whose names I don’t know.”

Grant said it is his prayer that Pierce is reha-
bilitated and that no others will ever suffer the 
same consequences that some young men in our 
church have suffered.

“I also pray for victims’ families and for peace, 
healing and that the church will be what the 
church needs to be – an instrument of God’s 
grace, love and mercy in our world today,” said 
Grant.

Portions of th article were provided courtesy of the 
Benton Courier. Photo by the Benton Courier.

David Pierce granted parole from prison
Former music minister served 2 years

Pierce 

opportunity and extremely excited 
for what He will do as we seek to live 
missionally.”

Venable and his wife, Rita, have 
two children, Chris, 23, and Ashley, 
20. 

Pastor returns to Ark.
SHERWOOD – Richard “Ricky” 
Lee began serving as pastor of First 
Baptist Church, Sherwood (FBCS), 
Jan. 1. Lee grew up in Arkansas 
and is returning to the state from 
Tennessee, where he served as 
pastor of Harpeth Heights Baptist 
Church in Nashville.

He has been an athlete all his 
life – attending college on a football 
scholarship – and he enjoys travel-
ing.

Lee was licensed to the ministry 
and ordained to the ministry by his 
home church, First Baptist Church, 
Ashdown. He received a bachelor’s 

degree from Louisiana Tech Univer-
sity in Ruston, La., a master’s degree 
from Southwestern Baptist Theologi-
cal Seminary in Fort Worth, Texas 
and a doctorate from 
Southern Baptist 
Theological Seminary 
in Louisville, Ky.

He began his min-
istry as a student, 
serving as a youth 
and recreation min-
ister and then as an 
interim pastor. He has pastored mul-
tiple churches, including Harpeth 
Heights, one in Texas and three in 
Arkansas – First Baptist Church, 
Prescott; Mt. Olive Baptist Church, 
Crossett; and First Baptist Church, 
Booneville. He also served on the 
staff of the Arkansas Baptist State 
Convention (ABSC) as the partner-
ship missions director and Coopera-
tive Program representative.

Lee has preached revivals in mul-
tiple states, served as a conference 
speaker both in and out of the coun-
try and led mission trips both in and 
out of the country.

He has also served as modera-
tor and chairman for various as-
sociational committees, served on 
the ABSC Long Range Planning 
Committee, served on the Arkansas 
Christian Civic Foundation Execu-
tive Board, and as president for the 
National Fellowship of State Part-
nership Coordinators.

“I praise the Lord for His call to 
the First Baptist Church of Sher-
wood,” said Lee. “FBCS is a strong, 
vibrant church with a great history 
but an even greater opportunity for 
future service for the Savior. It’s an 
honor to be the pastor of this great 
church.”  

Lee and his wife, Vickie, have two 
sons, Stephen, 28, and Bryan, 25. 

Venable

Lee

THOMPSON
continued from page one

consistently, prayerfully and system-
atically evaluate their missions strat-
egy. 

“They fulfill the Great Commis-
sion in each Acts 1:8 field through 
the most effective means available. 
FBC maintains church-planting 
partnerships in each Acts 1:8 field. 
They increased their Cooperative 
Program giving to 7 percent in 2012 
and are one of the best examples of 
associational partnership anywhere 
in the country.”

Kilbreth said First Baptist, which 
was founded Dec. 1, 1857, has a resi-
dent membership of 3,276. Pastor 

Thompson preaches three worship 
services and teaches a community 
pastors class and a men’s Bible study 
lunch. The 10:45 a.m. church ser-
vice has been a regional television 
broadcast for 58 years.

“Under Brother Dale’s leadership 
and certainly as a gift of God’s grace, 
First Baptist has enjoyed 20 years of 
peace and good health, allowing us 
to pursue the mission of expand-
ing God’s kingdom, unhindered by 
needless battles unbecoming of the 
Body of Christ,” Kilbreth said.

Contact Jessica Vanderpool at jes-
sica@arkansasbaptist.org.

Thompson to be honored
FORT SMITH – First Baptist 
Church will recognize Thomp-
son his wife, Toni, for their 20 
years of service at the church Feb. 
12 during the morning worship 
services at 8:30 a.m. and 10:45 
a.m. and with an evening celebra-
tion at 6 p.m. Kilbreth said the 
theme of the entire celebration 
is With Grateful Hearts, with 
the church’s desire being to focus 
on giving thanks to God for the 
Thompsons.

FORDYCE – Two Arkansas Baptist 
disaster relief recovery units were 
dispatched to Southeast Arkansas 
following strong storms that passed 
through the state Jan. 22.

The city of Fordyce, in Dallas 
County, sustained the most dam-
age from the storm, which included 

a tornado with winds in excess of 
110 miles per hour, with homes de-
stroyed and trees and power lines 
down, according to news reports. 
Other Arkansas counties also sus-
tained some damage.

Chainsaw crews from Harmony 
Baptist Association, Pine Bluff and 

The Church at Rock Creek, Little 
Rock, provided clean-up through 
First Baptist Church, Fordyce. 

The crews helped clear trees and 
debris from homes and covered 
damaged roofs to prevent leaks, ac-
cording to Stacy Reed, First Baptist 
Church pastor.

DR crews assist recovery in Fordyce
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tion, led the new churches with 49 
baptisms. 

James Bell, pastor of Victory 
Ministries, Clarksville, said God has 
blessed the ministry “greatly.”

He said God used an illness in 
his life to change his life’s direction 
and give him a “revelation” to start 
the church. 

“Demographics and research re-
sults indicated that it was a horrible 
idea,” he said. “But my God is able.

“He gave me a vision, mission 
and equipped us with the people 
and passion to touch people from 
all over Arkansas,” he continued.

Bell said his membership has 
continued to grow and the church 
is praying for their own sanctuary.

Mountain Top Cowboy Church, 
Heber Springs, was second on the 
list with 39 baptisms reported. “Cow-
boy churches,” a growing segment 
among Arkansas Baptist church 
planting work, placed in third and 
fourth places and in a three-way tie 
for sixth place.

Brad Curtis, pastor of Mountain 
Top Cowboy Church, said what 
makes his ministry unique is that 
most of the people the church is 
reaching are 45 years old or older, 
adding he recently baptized two men 
in their 70s.

2011 Top Baptisms
New Church Plants 
(started since 2009)
Victory Ministries, Clarksville, 49
Mountain Top Cowboy, Heber Springs, 
39
Cross Roads Baptist, Pea Ridge, 30
Three Trees Cowboy, Wynne, 25
OneChurch, Conway, 17
Point of Cassville, Cassville, 15
Ridin’ on Faith Cowboy, Salem, 15
Stuttgart Harvest, Stuttgart, 15
Compass, Batesville, 12
Amazing Grace Fellowship, Thayer, 10

1-50 Average in 
Sunday School Attendance
West Side Baptist, Little Rock, 29
Cove Chapel Southern Baptist, Spring-
field, 25
Gilead Baptist, Malvern, 24
Cornerstone Fellowship, Hensley, 22
Winfield Baptist, Waldron, 22
Northwest Baptist, El Dorado, 20
His Way Fellowship, Gateway, 20
Social Hill First Baptist, Malvern, 19
New Beginning Baptist, McRae, 18
Yocana Baptist, Board Camp, 18

51-100 Average in 
Sunday School Attendance
Piney Point Baptist, Rogers, 54
Second Baptist, Clarksville, 34
Mount Tabor Baptist, Jessieville, 30
Unity Baptist, Paragould, 28
Jacksonport Baptist, Jacksonport, 27
Brownsville Baptist, Lonoke, 26
Bingham Road Baptist, Little Rock, 25
Center Ridge Baptist, Center Ridge, 25
Old Austin Baptist, Austin, 25
Walnut Grove Baptist, North Little 
Rock, 25

101-250 Average in 
Sunday School Attendance
Hickory Grove Baptist, Bismarck, 74
First Baptist, Dardanelle, 64

The church meets in a cattle sale 
barn. Curtis said more than 400 
people have attended each worship 
service for several Sundays.

“It’s amazing what the Lord is 
doing in our church,” he exclaimed. 
“You can’t explain it until you expe-
rience it.”

Tucker said the success of these 
diverse church plants like Victory 
Ministries and Mountain Top Cow-
boy Church is a reflection of “Arkan-
sas Baptists who are reaching out to 
ethnically and socioeconomically 
diverse people” with the gospel of 
Christ.

Tucker pointed to “intense prayer 
efforts” among churches that have 
led to the salvations and subsequent 
baptisms of people in the state.

Cross Church, Springdale, the 
largest Southern Baptist church in 
the state, led overall top baptisms 
with a reported 1,082 people bap-
tized in 2011. Rounding out the top 
five churches leading in baptisms 
were First Baptist Church, Rogers, 
282; The Church at Rock Creek, Lit-
tle Rock, 239; Brand New Church, 
Harrison, 153; and Valley Baptist 
Church, Searcy, 140. 

Emil Turner, ABSC executive di-
rector, said the report was encourag-
ing. 

“God has been good to our 
churches and allowed us to avoid 
some of the downward trends that 
are impacting our country,” he said.

“Dr. Tucker and his team are 
among the best in the nation at pro-
moting and encouraging evangelism, 
and the churches of Arkansas care 
about the souls of lost people,” he 
continued. 

“Our smaller membership church-
es are not dead, and our new church 
starts do not merely ‘trade sheep,’ 
but they reach lost people,” he said.

Tucker agreed, noting the “un-
sung heroes” in the state who pastor 
in smaller churches in out-of-the-way 
places. 

“They are faithful and evangeli-
cally intentional in reaching people 
for Christ,” he said.

Below are the lists of Top 10 bap-
tism totals from the Annual Church 
Profile.

BAPTISMS
continued from page one

Digest
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For more ABN Digest, go to 
www.arkansasbaptist.org/abn-digest

Fred Luter announces
bid for SBC president

NASHVILLE, Tenn. – LifeWay 
Christian Resources has made 
studying the Bible easier with 
the introduction of a new 
WORDsearch iPad app. Users 
of the program will now be able 
to buy content once and use it 
to study anywhere.

NEW ORLEANS – Fred Luter, 
pastor of Franklin Avenue 
Baptist Church, New Orleans, 
told his African-American con-
gregation Sunday, Jan. 29, that 
he will run for the presidency 
of the predominantly white 
Southern Baptist Convention. 
It’s a position several church 
leaders said he’s likely to win in 
a potentially historic election to 
be held in New Orleans in June.

Cooperative Program
ahead of budget goal
NASHVILLE, Tenn. – Year-to-
date contributions to Southern 
Baptist national and interna-
tional missions and ministries 
received by the SBC Executive 
Committee are 5.02 percent 
above the year-to-date bud-
geted goal and are less than 1 
percent (0.82 percent) behind 
contributions received during 
the same time frame last year, 
according to the SBC Executive 
Committee. 

LifeWay announces
new WORDsearch app

ALBUQUERQUE – The 
Baptist Convention of New 
Mexico’s Executive Board 
has authorized the creation 
of a committee to “explore 
the future and possibilities of 
Glorieta,” LifeWay Christian 
Resources’ conference center 
near Santa Fe. The action is “to 
insure that Glorieta continues 
its vital ministry to the people 
known as Southern Baptists 
now and well into the future or 
until Jesus returns.”

New Mexico Baptists
to study Glorieta plan 

NASHVILLE, Tenn. – 
Presidential candidates who 
share their faith on the cam-
paign trail may not be helping 
their bid for the nomination, 
according to a recent LifeWay 
Research survey of American 
adults.

Faith of candidates
may not help election

James Bell, left, pastor of Victory Ministries, 
Clarksville, baptizes Josie Lee.

Mount Zion Baptist, Batesville, 61
Cross Life, El Dorado, 60
Finch Baptist, Paragould, 49
First Baptist, Salem, 48
First Baptist, Lowell, 47
Central Baptist, Bald Knob, 43
Cornerstone Baptist, Harrisburg, 42
First Baptist, Desha, 41
New Life Baptist, Alexander, 41

251-500 Average in 
Sunday School Attendance
First Southern Baptist, Bryant, 59
Southside Community, Paragould, 55
Crossgate, Hot Springs, 51
First Baptist, Mountain Home, 51
Grace Point, Bentonville, 48
First Baptist, Alma, 47
Friendship Baptist, Conway, 45
Calvary Baptist, Camden, 36
First Baptist, Conway, 34
Mercy’s Cross, Sherwood, 34

500 and Above Average in
 Sunday School Attendance
Cross Church, Springdale, 1,082
First Baptist, Rogers, 282
Valley Baptist, Searcy, 140
Central Baptist, Jonesboro, 135
Mount Carmel Baptist, Cabot, 125
East Side Baptist, Fort Smith, 111
Geyer Springs First Baptist, Little Rock, 
102
First Baptist, Bentonville, 94
The Summit, North Little Rock, 88
First Baptist, Marion, 83

Top Overall Baptisms
Cross Church, Springdale, 1082
First Baptist, Rogers, 282
The Church at Rock Creek, Little Rock, 
239
Brand New Church, Harrison, 153
Valley Baptist, Searcy, 140
Central Baptist, Jonesboro, 135
Mount Carmel Baptist, Cabot, 125
Family Church, Pine Bluff, 112

East Side Baptist, Fort Smith, 111
Geyer Springs First Baptist, Little Rock, 
102
First Baptist, Bentonville, 94
Midtowne, Benton, 93
The Summit, North Little Rock, 88
First Baptist, Marion, 83
Nettleton Baptist, Jonesboro, 80
Hickory Grove Baptist, Bismarck, 74
Circle J Baptist, Texarkana, 72
Centerton Baptist, Centerton, 71
Grand Avenue Baptist, Fort Smith, 70
First Baptist, Dardanelle, 64
Indian Springs Baptist, Bryant, 63
Mount Zion Baptist, Batesville, 61
Walnut Street Baptist, Jonesboro, 61
First Baptist, Russellville, 61
First Baptist, Benton, 60
Cross Life, El Dorado, 60
First Southern Baptist, Bryant, 59
Immanuel Baptist, Little Rock, 58
Southside Community, Paragould, 55
Piney Point Baptist, Rogers, 54
Crossgate, Hot Springs, 51
First Baptist, Mountain Home, 51
First Baptist, Cabot, 50
Victory Ministries, Clarksville, 49
First Baptist, Greenwood, 49
First Baptist, Fort Smith, 49
Finch Baptist, Paragould, 49
Grace Point, Bentonville, 48
First Baptist, Salem, 48
First Baptist, Van Buren, 48
First Baptist, Lowell, 47
First Baptist, Alma, 47
First Baptist, Lavaca, 46
Friendship Baptist, Conway, 45
First Baptist, Hot Springs, 45
Central Baptist, Bald Knob, 43
Cross Point Cowboy, Nashville, 43
Hot Springs Baptist, Hot Springs, 43
Cornerstone Baptist, Harrisburg, 42
First Baptist, Desha, 41
North Park Baptist, Van Buren, 41
New Life Baptist, Alexander, 41

For top churches in children’s and youth bap-
tisms, go to www.arkansasbaptist.org.



I  can’t name the number of pas-
tors and laypeople I met at the 

recent 2012 State Conference on 
Evangelism and Church Growth 
who expressed receiving a special 
touch from God during the event.

I couldn’t agree more. It was a 
special time.

The atmosphere at First Baptist 
Church in Sherwood was phenom-
enal, prompting sev-
eral speakers from 
the platform to 
comment, “There’s 
a special Spirit in 
this place!”

And the speak-
ers got right to the 
heart of the matter, 
challenging minis-
ters and members to raise the bar 
on prayer, witnessing and evangelis-
tic efforts in order to reach today’s 
generation of lost.

Appropriately, the event was 
preceded with a prayer workshop 
led by Michael Catt, pastor of 
Sherwood Baptist Church in 
Albany, Ga. Catt is perhaps best 
known for Sherwood Pictures, 
which has produced movies such 
as “Fireproof” and “Courageous.” 
The event set the tone early by 
encouraging Arkansas Baptists to 
“put prayer in the forefront” of all 
they do.

Catt’s presentation was powerful 
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Evangelism conference touches hearts
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In today’s culture, young and old 
alike are bombarded by false 

teachings about spiritual matters. 
Many are foregoing traditional 
beliefs to embrace a “new spiritu-
ality.” In his latest 
book, “Why Jesus? 
Rediscovering His 
Truth in an Age 
of Mass Marketed 
Spirituality,” 
Christian author 
and apologist Ravi 
Zacharias alerts read-
ers to the dangers of this New Age 
spiritualism. More importantly, 
Zacharias lifts up and defends Jesus 
Christ as the only Truth that can 
satisfy a person’s spiritual needs. 

“Why Jesus?” reveals how our 
culture arrived at this point, from 
the entertainment industry’s 

as he recounted his journey with 
the Albany church and how prayer 
has undergirded everything the 
church has attempted for God.

“The church in Acts had power 
because of prayer,” Catt told those 
gathered for the workshop, adding 
it is critical for the church to pray 
for all aspects of its work – includ-
ing its pastor, leadership and mem-

bers.
Attendance 

at this year’s 
evangelism 
conference was 
with more than 
1,200, according 
to Sonny Tucker, 
Arkansas 
Baptist State 

Convention evangelism and church 
growth team leader.

In the final message, Chuck 
Kelley, president of New Orleans 
Baptist Theological Seminary, 
wrapped up the conference 
with a message titled “The New 
Methodists.” It really convicted 
me to hear Kelley share about how 
Southern Baptists have abandoned 
many discipleship methods that 
he believes helped grow our great 
denomination in the 20th century 
(see related story, page 1).

While I can’t recount all that 
happened at the evangelism confer-
ence in this column, hopefully you 

PRESSING 
ON 

Tim Yarbrough

will get a sense of how God moved 
boldly in the midst of those attend-
ing as you read highlights from 
our coverage in this edition and at 
www.arkansasbaptist.org. 

If you aren’t accustomed to 
going online to watch videos, make 
an exception and check out clips 

of worship and other conference 
events. 

God may just use them to touch 
your heart too.

Tim Yarbrough is editor of the 
Arkansas Baptist News. Contact him 
at 501-376-4791, ext. 5151, or at tim@
arkansasbaptist.org.

Why Jesus? Rediscovering His Truth in an Age of Mass Marketed Spirituality 
By Ravi Zacharias, FaithWords, 2012 

promotion of the supernatural to 
the influence of books, movies and 
powerful media figures, such as 
Oprah Winfrey. Zacharias reminds 
us the media can cleverly influence 

two of humanity’s 
most precious 
traits – feelings 
and imagination. 
He describes 
how over several 
decades, in the 
midst of cultural 
rebellion, reli-

gious scandals and postmodern 
relativism, the New Spirituality has 
spread.

Zacharias highlights a key 
point – the current culture’s lack of 
knowledge about the biblical Jesus 
– linked with the deliberate misrep-
resentation of Jesus that the New 

Spirituality advocates. 
The author states, “This is the 

strongest indictment I make against 
the New Spirituality. 
They have violated 
the true Jesus and 
formed Him in their 
own image. While 
exalting themselves, 
they have denigrated 
Him.” 

Zacharias directly 
challenges the works 
of writers such as 
Elizabeth Lesser, 
Eckhart Tolle, Neale 
Donald Walsch and 
Deepak Chopra.

Citing many 
examples from Scripture, Zacharias 
points to the biblical Jesus as 
the clear Truth against the dis-

torted image portrayed by the New 
Spirituality. He reminds readers 
that spirituality is not a game.

While seeking 
“spiritual fulfillment,” 
the world increasingly 
pursues Eastern mysti-
cism, paganism and 
a new spirituality. In 
“Why Jesus?” Zacharias 
directs the reader not 
to an idea, not to a 
place, but to a person 
– Jesus Christ.

Bill McCall is founder 
of “Higher Thoughts,” 
a Christian discipleship 
and apologetics minis-
try with the purpose of 

helping Christians grow, defend and 
share their faith in today’s world (www.
higherthoughts.org).
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The best sermon I ever heard
Church INVITE

Family Matters 

Ben Phillips is team leader of the Ar-
kansas Baptist State Convention family 
ministry team.

I n 2009, Lifeway did a survey 
that discovered the top two 

ways that people prefer to receive 
information about a church. 

They prefer a 
personal con-
versation with a 
family member, 
followed by a per-
sonal conversa-
tion with a friend 
or neighbor from 
a church. Church 
growth specialist 
Charles Arn indicates that 75 to 
90 percent of people surveyed say 
they started attending “because 
someone invited me.”  Here are 
some suggestions about how to 
INVITE people to church.

Involve your children in pray-
ing for friends and neighbors. 
Make a list of people in your com-
munity and consistently pray for 
them by name.

Nurture your children to invite 
their friends to church. Discuss 
how to INVITE them to church. 
Role-play with your children how 
to ask someone to church.      

Venture out into the neighbor-
hood and build relationships. 
Parents, it’s not just the children’s 
responsibility, but ours as well. 
Look for opportunities to connect 
with your children’s friends and 
parents.

Invite them to special events 
and ongoing weekly services. Most 
churches will have special event 
nights, Easter services, vacation 
Bible school and other activities 
you can easily INVITE them to.

Transport them to church. Be 
willing to pick up other kids on 
your way. This is not just a role 
for young parents with children 
at home. I was at a church last 
week spending the afternoon 
with a senior adult couple. We 
left early for church on Sunday 
evening because they had to stop 
by a home and pick up some chil-
dren to bring to church because 
their grandmother was sick and 
couldn’t bring them.

Experience the blessings. My 
son invited a friend to church 
who had recently moved in across 
the street. 

He visited our church and 
eventually made a profession of 
faith. He and the rest of his fam-
ily have since joined the church. 
That child has since invited some 
of his friends to church. 

You never know what kind 
of blessings will occur until 
you INVITE. A new family has 
recently moved in across the street 
and we’re looking for similar op-
portunities, praying and expecting 
God to work. 

Who will you build relation-
ships with and INVITE to church 
this spring?

I t was the early 1980s, and my youngest brother 
and I had driven several hundred miles to a Bible 

conference called Tag Team Preaching. As a young 
pastor, I took notes furiously. I got some great sermon 
outlines, some tremendous “zingers” and stories. But 
one preacher stole the show. 

He mesmerized us both. My 
brother, who is a farmer and a good 
Bible scholar, and I sat motionless. 
The only sound other than the 
preacher was the quiet sobs and 
sniffles of the congregation. Even 
“amens” were muted as the power 
of the Spirit worked through the 
preacher. He told of his childhood, 
his struggles and how a loving  
church ministered to him, how 
God saved Him and how the Bible was shaping his 
life. We bought tapes of the conference, but on the 
long drive home, we listened to that one sermon over 
and over. 

But it was all a lie. He lied about his childhood. He 
lied about the church. He lied about what God was 
doing in his life. When someone told me he was not 
what he appeared to be, I wanted to fight. I was out-
raged that anyone would slander such a godly preach-
er. But the reports were true. And the worst part was 
that the lies were not the worst part. On December 28, 
he was released from a three-year prison sentence for 

sex crimes. What are the lessons here?
The Word of God is true, but even the best men 

are not. All of us sin, and sin is not to be taken lightly. 
But a marred vessel can still deliver the Living Water.

Hero worship should be beneath us. Beware of 
hanging on every tweet or status update of the influ-

ential among us. Beware of making 
mortals your guiding light. Our Light 
has successfully withstood more than 
2,000 years of scrutiny without anyone 
finding a sin. Jesus Christ is our only 
Hero.

Preaching is important. Seek to 
have such a sensitive heart that preach-
ing something you even think may 
not be true makes you feel wretched. 
Do not take shortcuts in preaching 

even though the stories are good, the points are true 
and the intentions are noble. The gospel is powerful 
enough to save without embellishment or assistance. 

No pulpit is big enough to hide our sins. Our hearts 
and lives must be clean.

I still remember the sermon and how it convicted 
me. And I am glad God spoke to me through it. I 
hope He spoke to the preacher as well. 

The article is from my weekly blog post. Read it at 
www.emilturner.org or at www.absc.org.

Emil Turner is executive director of the Arkansas Baptist 
State Convention.

We live in a material world. Like it or not, we 
have to deal with possessions each day. In a 

country where materialism abounds, believers must 
have a clear perspective on things.

First, we must be careful how we gain it. You might 
be appalled at the thought of stealing money from 
another, but you commit the same sin in an unethical 
business deal. James 5:1-6 warns employers to be fair 
with employees, while Colossians 
3:23-24 encourages workers to give 
their employers their best efforts. 
Anything less by bosses or workers 
would be dishonorable to the Lord. 
Even gifts offered should be treated 
with caution and 
wisdom. Often, gifts 
come with all kinds 
of strings attached to 
them. We should be 
able to look at our 
money and posses-
sions and know that 
we have obtained 
them with integrity.

Secondly, we must 
be careful how we 
guard it. When God 
blesses us with “stuff,” 
then we should take 
care of it, protect it, 
invest it wisely and dis-
tribute it carefully. For some, guarding money is sim-
ply synonymous with hoarding it. The culture teaches 
us that if we can gain just a little more, then we will be 
happy. Someone once asked a wealthy farmer if he was 

trying to buy up all the land in the area. His response 
was simple. He said, “No, just the pieces that are con-
tiguous to mine.” Such guarding results in misery and 
unhappiness and does not leave our resources open to 
use in God’s kingdom.

We must, thirdly, remember that how we give it is 
also vitally important. Instead of “getting all you can, 
canning all you get and sitting on the can,” a believer 

understands that accumulation is 
not the name of the game in God’s 
economy. One day when we stand 
before the Lord, the issue will not 
be, “How much have you gained?” 
or, “How well did you guard it?” 

Instead, the question 
will be simple – “What 
kind of steward were 
you?” What did we do 
with the resources that 
God gave us to manage?

Giving systematically 
to our churches is the 
beginning point and a 
good start toward faith-
ful stewardship, but the 
full use of our resources 
for God’s glory is the 
ultimate goal of any 
Christian who wants 
to honor the Lord. 
Without a proper per-

spective on things, we will never hear Him say, “Well 
done, thou good and faithful servant.”

David Moore is president of the Arkansas Baptist 
Foundation.

A perspective on possessions

Financial Times
David Moore 

Arkansas Baptist Foundation

Phillips

The Arkansas Baptist News (ABN) 
invites pastors, other church 

staff and members of Arkansas 
Baptist churches to submit reviews 
of religion-related books they have 
read.

Preferably, the book review 
should be no more than 350 words 
and should be about a book released 

in the past six months. 
Reviews submitted for publica-

tion may be edited for content and 
style.

If interested, please contact Tim 
Yarbrough, editor, at tim@arkansas-
baptist.org, or call 800-838-2272 
(toll-free in state) or 501-376-4791, 
ext. 5151.

Read any good books lately?

a
PasTor’s 
HearT

Emil Turner
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Your ministry doesn’t have to end 
when you retire.
Whether you continue your ministry into retirement or strike 
out on a new ministry path, begin planning for that journey 
now. The sooner you start saving, the further you can go. 
GuideStone offers one-on-one retirement planning services 
so you can focus on your ministry today and anticipate new 
ones on the path ahead.

Schedule an appointment with a GuideStone Guided 
Planning Services adviser at 1-888-98-GUIDE  
(1-888-984-8433) or log in to MyGuideStone.org  
to use the GPS tool on demand.

Guided Planning Services and investment advice are provided by GuideStone Advisors, a controlled 

affiliate of GuideStone Financial Resources.

GET GPS GUIDANCE 
AT 1-888-98-GUIDE
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Established in 1949

AB Foundation ministry serves quietly
ONE OF THE often-overlooked 
ministries in Baptist life is the Ar-
kansas Baptist Foundation. Since 
1949, the Foundation has served 
quietly in supporting ministries and 
members. As a financial ministry, 
the Foundation undergirds Baptist 
churches and ministries in many 
ways. By pooling funds from vari-
ous churches, agencies and institu-
tions, better investments can often 
be secured at lower costs.

The Foundation assists churches 
financially in several key areas:

– Cash management: The Foun-
dation serves many churches and 
other ministries by helping them 
maximize their cash investments 
through the Demand Cash Fund. 
Whether reserve cash, building 
funds or other designated funds, 
the Foundation provides a competi-
tive yield in a safe and stable man-
ner. Also, these funds are liquid that 
have no fees and penalties when 
withdrawn. Churches often make a 
higher yield using the Demand Cash 
Fund than a bank-related certificate 
of deposit (CD) and do not have to 
lock the cash up for a specific term.

– Designated account manage-
ment: The Foundation has sev-
eral investment options for longer-
term, designated accounts. Because 
churches have different timing 
needs and risk tolerances, different 
options exist at the Foundation to 
meet a church’s objectives. 

– Endowment management: 
The Foundation has created a sim-
ple process for a church to create its 
own endowment and a procedure 
to promote the endowment. Specifi-
cally, the staff can provide a semi-
nar to promote the endowment, 
promotional materials such as wor-
ship folder inserts and a brochure 
customized for the church, monthly 
content that can be used in promot-
ing the endowment and  ongoing 
support. The form to establish a 
church endowment fund can be 
located in the “Forms and Publica-
tions” section at www.abf.org (In-
vestment Management Forms).

– Assistance with noncash gifts: 
The Foundation is able to help 
churches and their members process 
noncash gifts. These may include 
stocks, bonds, real estate, life insur-
ance policies, mineral interests and 
other types of assets. Information on 
transferring stock gifts for ministry 

can be found in the “Gift Planning” 
section at www.abf.org. 

– Estate/charitable planning 
seminars: The Arkansas Baptist 
Foundation offers an Estate and 
Charitable Planning Seminar that 
focuses on teaching individuals how 
to be good stewards of their estates 
by knowing the purposes of various 
estate plan documents and chari-
table giving strategies for including 
ministry in their estate plans, if de-
sired. Other seminar topics are also 
available.

For more information on the Ar-
kansas Baptist Foundation, call 800-
798-0969 or 501-376-0732. 

Subscribe to the 
Arkansas Baptist News at 

www.arkansasbaptist.org

Since 1949, the Arkansas Baptist Foundation has assisted Baptist churches and ministries.



Schedule a Stewardship Sunday
Churches that host a Stewardship Sunday have an average increase in giving of 10 
percent! Interested in discipling stewards? Out of a passion to help churches, these 

two studies provide a biblical foundation for life, money, and family, as well as 
training to become good managers of the possessions entrusted to them.

Two options:

Contact Cindy Smith 
at csmith@absc.org to 
request a free, detailed 
information packet.

How to Take the STEW out of Stewardship
Led by William Jaques - contact William for his next open Sunday: wjaques@absc.org

Hope & Help for Tough Economic Times
Led by Denny Wright - contact Denny for his next open Sunday: dwright@absc.org

A Cooperative Program Ministry of the Arkansas Baptist State Convention Leadership and Worship Team

Contact the Arkansas Baptist Foundation at 
www.abf.org, 800-798-0969 or 501-376-0732

Let us help manage your 
church’s fi nancial needs

Cash Management
Designated Account Management

Endowment Management
Assistance with Noncash Gifts

Estate/Charitable Planning Seminars 

“The Foundation has been a great 
asset and partner to our church for 
many years. They are trustworthy, 

professional and completely focused 
on helping us with Kingdom causes.”

Joe Statton, Business Administrator 
Geyer Springs First Baptist Church
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safetyprogram
your church’sJump-start

SafeChurch® from GuideOne Insurance offers access to the most
comprehensive, in-depth information on church safety topics
that you won’t find anywhere else.

SafeChurch.com offers:
• More than 100

risk management resources;
• Monthly and weekly e-newsletters;
• Customized assessment tools;
• Online training safety videos; and
• Much more!

Call today or visit SafeChurch.com
to learn how you can proactively
protect your church.

FREEaccess forGuideOnecustomers!

Michael B. Russell, MA, MBA
Mike Russell & Associates, Inc.
AR Ins. Lic. #248273
2701 SE G. Street, Suite #1
Bentonville, AR 72712
P. (877) 715-5336
www.protectmychurch.org

range to
bottom edge

range to
bottom edge

Spiritual living 
impacts generous giving
Churches are discovering that generous giving results when their congregation’s 
spiritual growth increases. That’s why LifeWay Stewardship’s capital campaigns 
are so successful—they focus on the church’s spiritual growth through prayer, 
faith, trust, unity, and other key areas.

Whatever your vision:       
• New Facilities • Major Renovations   • Debt Reduction         
• Ministry Expansion  • Multiple Venues

Discover innovative solutions customizable for 
your church’s specific needs:

Also strategies for:       
• Stewardship Analysis • Feasibility Studies    • Improved Giving 

Call 800.251.4220 or e-mail stewardship@lifeway.com and ask us to mail you 
a package with more detailed information.  www.lifeway.com/cs

William Jaques 
Arkansas Baptist State Convention

LITTLE ROCK – Part of any com-
prehensive compensation package 
for ministerial staff at a church 
should be a housing or parsonage 
allowance. 

Section 107 of the tax code al-
lows churches to designate a portion 
of a minister’s salary as a housing 
allowance. Housing allowances are 

not reported as taxable income on 
a minister’s W-2 as long as a min-
ister uses it to provide a home for 
himself and his family. A minister is 
still required to pay self-employment 
(SECA) taxes on the full value of 
his housing allowance; however, he 
will not have to pay income tax as 
long as it falls within the acceptable 
limits approved by the Internal Rev-
enue Service (IRS).

Churches are allowed to provide 

a housing allowance for a minister 
whether he lives in his own home/
apartment or in a church-provided 
parsonage. Many church members 
are confused about how housing 
allowances work. If you are among 
them, consider the following:

– Both the minister and the 
church share some responsibility 
in housing allowances. The minis-
ter’s responsibility is threefold. First, 
he needs to provide an estimate of 

his annual housing expenses to the 
church finance team during the an-
nual budget planning process. This 
will ensure that the church desig-
nates an adequate amount. Next, 
he needs to spend the money given 
to him as housing allowance on ap-
propriate expenses (discussed below) 
during the year. Last, he must report 
a number on his income tax return 

What every church needs to know about housing

See HOUSING page 15



doesn’t mean we won’t face our share 
of giants in our lifetime,” he said.

Speaking from 1 Samuel 17, where 
David battled the giant Goliath, Chan-
dler highlighted three basic principles 
for pastors dealing with giants.

First, he said it’s important to see 
the situation from a heavenly perspec-
tive. When David arrived at the battle 
site, the Israelite army was “standing 
around discussing” the situation in-
stead of actually trying to fight the 
giant. 

Chandler said he fears believers 
often do the same thing – discussing 
what needs to be done to defeat the 
giant. 

“The truth is we need to face and 
defeat (the giant) by the power of God, 
in the name of God and for the glory 
of God,” he said.

David’s perspective on the situation 
was different than the perspectives of 
those around him. 

“He took a quick glance at the giant 
and a long look at God,” said Chan-
dler, warning pastors to avoid becom-
ing crisis-centered by maintaining a 
focus on God.  

“In David’s eyes, God was the 
Giant,” he said. “When we see God 
like He wants to be 
seen, … the giant is not 
so big.”

Second, Chandler 
challenged pastors to 
do everything humanly 
possible to deal with dif-
ficult situations. 

He said David exer-
cised unconditional faith in God. Be-
cause “God had been so big in David’s 
past,” helping him defeat both a bear 
and lion, David believed that God 
would deliver him. 

David also had an uncompromising 
faith in God, according to Chandler. 
Though King Saul wanted David to 
wear his armor, David chose instead 
to use what he was comfortable with to 
battle Goliath. Chandler encouraged 
pastors to do the same. 

Last, David trusted God to win the 
battle. 

Chandler said even before the stone 
was cast, when David turned to Saul in 
verse 37 and told him God would res-
cue him from the hand of the Philis-
tine, the giant was “as good as dead.” 

“If the battle is David’s, we need to 
wait and see,” he said. “But if it be-
longs to the Lord, we need not wait 
because God never loses a battle.”

He told pastors the same is true with 
the giants they face today. 

“When you give your battle to God, 
He gives to you the victory,” he said. 
“That’s how we face and defeat the gi-
ants in our lives.”

caring. We must care. ... Many people 
don’t witness to friends and family 
because in our churches we have not 
made real to them the wrath of God.”

Doug Compton
Doug Compton, an Arkansas Baptist 
evangelist from Paragould, challenged 
pastors to “recline” against Jesus. 

Compton, who preaches at many 
youth events, told pastors that teenag-
ers want rules in their lives. 

“We need to step up to the plate and 
decide if we are going to live for Christ 
or live for the world,” he said.

Referencing John 13, where John 
reclined against Jesus during the Last 
Supper, Compton said there was “no 
protocol” for John’s response to Jesus 
except for intimacy with Him. 

“Pastors, are you reclining against 
Jesus?” asked Compton. “Do you spend 
time in His Word daily?”

Compton asked pas-
tors to consider wheth-
er or not they had ever 
“missed an opportunity” 
God had given them be-
cause they were worried 
about other things. 

“People need the 
Lord, and it’s your job to 
tell them about Him,” he said.

Comparing John, who reclined 
against Jesus, with Peter, who was also 
at the table, Compton said though 
Jesus knew Peter would deny Him three 
times, He still served him. 

“I am like Peter a lot of days,” he 
said. “What amazes me is that God still 
lets me stay at the table. He loves me 
that much.”

Speaking to youth pastors specifi-
cally, Compton said, “You better be in 
the Word because you are on the firing 
lines. You are being attacked.”

“Will you develop an intimate rela-
tionship with Christ so you can recline 
against Him – or are you content just 
being at the table?” he asked.

“Don’t you think it’s about time we 
reclined against Jesus?”

Don Chandler
Don Chandler, pastor of Central Bap-
tist Church, Conway, spoke to pastors 
about how to face life’s giants.

Chandler said giants come in all 
shapes, sizes, colors – and at all times 
in life – and even to people in ministry 
positions.

“Just because we are in the ministry 

one who draws near to Him must be-
lieve that He exists and rewards those 
who seek Him.”

Miller emphasized that faith is im-
perative and that God rewards.

Miller encouraged listeners to re-
main faithful to God.

“For all of us, we just need to re-
member it’s Christ and Him cruci-
fied, and if we keep that as the main 
thing, everything else will take care of 
itself.”

John Sammons
John Sammons, pastor of Marshall 

Road Baptist Church, Gravel Ridge, 
spoke about the need to evangelize. 

He said fear often keeps Christians 
from witnessing. 

“However, sometimes I’ll say it’s 
pure laziness,” Sammons said. “We 
want to use this thing – fear – because 
it fits, ... but the fact of it is, we are 
just plain lazy people.”

But Sammons point-
ed out that a desired 
result could motivate 
someone to overcome 
fear. 

He read from Jeremi-
ah 24 about Jeremiah’s 
vision of two baskets 
– one basket with good 
figs and the other with bad figs.

He pointed out how Jeremiah was 
able to make observations about the 
figs because he had experienced figs. 

“You know, here is the truth: Peo-
ple need to experience leading some-
one to Jesus just one time, and they 
won’t be able to get enough of it,” 
Sammons said.

He said there are people all across 
America who have never lead some-
one to Christ.

“Folks, all you got to do is talk,” 
he exhorted the crowd. “Share your 
testimony.”

Along with personal experience, 
Sammons said recognizing that God 
is a God of wrath is also a motivator. 
Again pointing to the text, Sammons 
noted how God told Jeremiah to 
consider both the good and bad figs, 
which represent two groups of people 
– one God showed favor toward and 
one God judged.

“There’s a judgment day coming,” 
Sammons said. “You’ve got friends 
and neighbors and family members 
and church members that are going 
to die and go to hell if you don’t start 

nary and mild-mannered, while under-
neath he possessed a secret power that 
allowed him to wage battles no one 
else could wage, Meador said Chris-
tians possess a similar power through 
the Holy Spirit.

Referencing Acts 1:8, Meador said 
the verse is a repeat of the Great Com-
mission mandate to make disciples 
of all nations. However, he said the 
method, or power, of the Holy Spirit is 
key to making the mandate happen. 

“You can want to go 
and have the desire to 
do that, but without the 
empowerment of the 
Holy Spirit, you won’t be 
effective,” he explained.

Just as the Holy Spirit 
transformed Paul’s life, 
He can change lives 

today, said Meador, noting the Holy 
Spirit is perhaps the “most unused 
power in the world today.”

Meador said the Holy Spirit has the 
power to transform people’s lives and 
their communities. 

He told pastors to remind their 
church members that they are all mis-
sionaries wherever they go. 

“Community transformation will 
take place through members, not 
staff,” he explained, noting the gospel 
is usually spread through “grassroots” 
efforts. 

“It’s not about programs, pastors,” 
he said. “It’s about forcing people out 
into their neighborhoods. Until we do 
that, our world will not change.”

Meador challenged pastors to let 
2012 be the year when the Holy Spirit 
is unleashed in their churches.

Tommy Miller
Tommy Miller, pastor at Union 

Valley Baptist Church, Beebe, talked 
about being discouraged in ministry, 
pointing out that sometimes opposi-
tion comes from within the church 
and causes people to want to back 
away from their calling.

Miller said he came to such a point 
in his own life, but he continued 
praying and seeking God and God 
brought him to Romans 1:16, which 
begins with the phrase, “For I am not 
ashamed of the gospel.”

Miller suggested the word 
“ashamed” carries the idea of backing 
away from responsibili-
ties, and he said the fact 
that Paul mentions not 
being ashamed implies 
he may have previously 
struggled with it.

Miller used Romans 
1:16 and other verses 
in Romans 1 to show 
Paul’s motivation for sharing the gos-
pel. Paul knew that he was Christ’s 
slave (Rom. 1:1) and that he was obli-
gated to share the gospel (Rom. 1:14).

“And I want to tell you something, 
I mean, (if) you ever get down, if you 
ever think about quitting, you all stop 
just a moment and look at Paul’s own 
life, and let it be an inspiration to all 
of us because the words that apply to 
Paul’s life apply to each and every one 
of us,” Miller said.

He closed by pointing to Hebrews 
11:6, which says, “Now without faith 
it is impossible to please God, for the 

something to people.”
Finally, Christians must be adapt-

able to the audience. Smith pointed 
out that Jesus was adaptable to His au-
dience.

Smith said congregations might re-
spond differently than one is used to.

However, he added, “You got to 
take what the congregation gives you 
... (and) let the Lord use you in it.”

Michael Catt
“We are in a battle for the soul of our 
convention,” said Michael Catt, pas-
tor of Sherwood Baptist Church, Al-
bany, Ga. “It’s not over inerrancy. We 
get caught up with nonessentials.” 

Catt said, until Southern Baptists 
have a “great Christ-centered” time of 
repentance and revival, “We will never 
have a Great Commission resurgence 
because carnal people don’t care about 
lost people.”

The church needs to repent of not 
caring for lost people, he said.

Speaking from 1 Thessalonians, 
Catt said Paul wanted to make sure the 
church was healthy. 

He said the truths found in 1 Thes-
salonians should serve to “temper” 
Christians today.

First, he said it’s important to note 
there is more to life than “this” life, 
noting “every chapter ends with a 
resounding word about the Second 
Coming.” 

Catt said churches today are often 
guilty of making Jesus boring when the 
gospel is “the most exciting and lively 
message that’s ever been.”

Second, he said the passage speaks 
of faith that implies faithfulness. Paul 
finishes what he starts. 

Third, Catt said faithfulness is re-
vealed in maturity. He challenged pas-
tors to keep on, even 
when they want to quit. 
He said sometimes pas-
tors feel “led to move 
because we are afraid of 
battles – because pastors 
are eaten up with the fear 
of man.”

He said God permits 
the battle because He’s trying to 
“knock the you out of you, so you will 
be like Him.”

Catt cited several incentives for stay-
ing in the battle. He said others are 
praying for, depending on and examin-
ing the legitimacy of the confessions of 
those in the battle.

He said the reason Christians are 
losing the battle is they aren’t praying 
as they should and churches do not 
have a good report in their communi-
ties.

Catt said the reason America is 
going to hell is because Christians have 
“put things in the Bible that are not 
there.”

Christians are arguing about things 
that don’t matter, said Catt.

“This Book calls us to prayer,” he 
said, imploring, “We don’t have any 
more time to waste.”

John Meador
John Meador, pastor of First Baptist 

Church, Euless, Texas, spoke to pastors 
about the power of the Holy Spirit. 

Using the analogy of Superman, 
whose alter ego, Clark Kent, was ordi-

“And when we get to the place where 
we are comfortable in our own cultural 
context with people who look like us, 
who are just like us, and we plan to stay 
in that context in our churches and in 
our mindset all of our days, then we 
are culturally truncating, shortening, 
abbreviating the Great Commission,” 
Smith said.

He said he thinks God wants Chris-
tians to look like quilts, comprising 
“every economic, every social, every 
spiritual, every culture in the world, so 

that we’re sewn together 
not by our ethnicity, but 
sewn together by the 
Spirit of God.”

Smith pointed out 
some hindrances to 
cross-cultural preaching 
and communication that 

Christians may encoun-
ter. These included isolationism and 
favoritism. 

On the other hand, transformation 
was the attitude of Jesus in the Gospel 
of John. Rather than circumventing 
Samaria, he found the woman at the 
well and dealt with her regarding her 
racism, religion and reputation, and 
transformed her into an evangelist to 
her town. 

Along with the idea of transforma-
tion is the idea of identification, said 
Smith, explaining Christ identified 
with humans by becoming human.

Smith pointed to Isaiah 36:11-22, 
using the Rabshakeh – sort of a chief 
of staff at the time – who had been 
sent by the king of Assyria to speak to 
the Israelites, as an example of how to 
speak cross-culturally. First, the Rab-
shakeh was bilingual. Second, he was 
“idiomatically relevant.” Third, he was 
able to adapt to his audience.

Similarly, Christians must also be 
“bilingual” in a sense, so they can 
translate the gospel to make it mean-
ingful to others, including to those 
who have no church background and 
do not understand the terms.

Christians should take the time to 
learn about cultures, including their 
idiomatic expressions, Smith said. 
They should know the teaching styles 
of other cultures and be able to teach 
in that way. 

He encouraged the crowd to “use 
metaphors and images that mean 

Sherwood Baptist Church in Alba-
ny, Ga. Catt is best known for Sher-
wood Pictures, which has produced 
popular Christian-themed movies, 
such as “Facing the Giants,” “Fire-
proof” and “Courageous.”

In addition to the prayer workshop, 
a number of network meetings were 
held during the conference. Groups 
meeting included associational mis-
sionaries and directors of evangelism, 
African-American pastors, vocational 
evangelists, student pastors and Kaleo 
Arkansas (an organization seeking to 
help churches and associations equip 
people called to ministry). The Skit 
Guys, Christian sketch duo, also per-
formed.

Below are summaries of the speak-
ers’ messages.

Roy Fish
Roy Fish, retired distinguished pro-

fessor of evangelism at Southwestern 
Baptist Theological Seminary in Fort 
Worth, Texas, told pastors to never 
doubt a child’s interest in the Chris-
tian faith.

Preaching from Matthew 18:1-6 
and Matthew 18:10-13, Fish pointed 
to Jesus sharing with His disciples 
about the importance of coming to 
faith as a small child.  

In verse 1, Jesus asks, “Who then is 
greatest in the kingdom of heaven?” 

Verses 2-3 say, “And He called a 
child to Himself and 
set him before them, 
and said, ‘Truly I say to 
you, unless you are con-
verted and become like 
children, you will not 
enter the kingdom of 
heaven.’” 

Fish emphasized the 
use of “little ones” as significant.

“Jesus is talking about very small 
children who have the capacity to be-
lieve in Him,” explained Fish.

“Don’t ever look suspiciously that 
boys and girls make a commitment to 
Jesus Christ,” said Fish. “Jesus is say-
ing that little ones have the capacity 
to believe in Him. Children are saved 
like adults.”

Fish advised pastors to ask children 
some simple questions about becom-
ing a Christian. 

“Say, ‘I am so glad you are inter-
ested. How long have you been think-
ing about that? When did you begin 
to think about that? What got you 
to thinking about becoming a Chris-
tian?’” he said.

Fish concluded by challenging pas-
tors that it is “imperative to seek boys 
and girls for the Savior and (to de-
velop) a renewed emphasis to child 
evangelism.”

Archie Mason
Referencing Isaiah 6, Archie 

Mason, pastor of Central Baptist 
Church, Jonesboro, challenged pas-
tors to have an encounter with God.

Just as Isaiah encountered God 
when he was in the temple, Mason 
said Christians today also need that 
same kind of experience with God.

EVANGELISM
continued from page one

Mason pointed out three aspects 
that Isaiah encountered when he ex-
perienced the presence of God. First, 
he said Isaiah encountered the holi-
ness of God at a time when his nation 
was at a critical point, much like the 
United States today.

Mason said God spoke to Isaiah to 
give him a new sense of urgency, to 
prepare him for a difficult ministry 
and to show Isaiah his sin.

“May we pray that God would renew 
our sense of urgency” Mason said, re-
minding participants that people who 
die without Christ “spend eternity in 
hell.” 

Mason acknowledged 
that those attending the 
conference might be in 
a difficult or hard min-
istry. 

“The Lord has you 
there, and He calls you 
to be faithful,” he said.

Mason said Isaiah’s 
encounter with God, changed his life 
dramatically. 

“When was the last time you saw 
God, through His Scripture, reveal 
Himself to you and it changed the 
course of your life?” Mason asked.

Mason challenged pastors to preach 
the exclusivity of Jesus Christ in their 
churches.

“If we will preach Jesus and preach 
Him high and exalted and lifted up, 
people will get saved in the church,” 
he said.

Mason said when Isaiah was con-
fronted with God’s holiness, he was 
“overpowered” with the weight of his 
sin. 

The heaviness of the glory of the 
Lord pushed the sin up in Isaiah’s 
life. 

Second, Mason said Isaiah encoun-
tered the forgiveness of God. He chal-
lenged pastors who were dealing with 
sins such as pornography addiction 
and adultery to confess their sins to 
their families and churches and find 
God’s forgiveness. 

“We need clean hands and pure 
hearts,” he added.

Last, Mason said Isaiah’s encounter 
gave him a fresh and new call from 
God. 

Robert Smith
Robert Smith, professor of Chris-

tian preaching at Beeson Divinity 
School at Samford University in Bir-
mingham, Ala., spoke on the necessity 
of being cross-cultural in evangelism.

“I think if we’re going to reach 
across Arkansas or across any land, we 
have to do it cross-culturally,” Smith 
said.

He explained that culture is more 
than arts and music. 

Smith said those in love with Jesus 
cannot help sharing about Him be-
cause they “have His spiritual chromo-
somes in” them.

However, Smith explained, “Evange-
lism has to also be socially learned.”

“We have to learn the dynamics,” 
he said. “We have to be disciples so 
that we know how to not only define 
the gospel, but articulate the gospel 
and put it in our own words.”

He pointed to the Great Commis-
sion and the phrase “all nations.” 

8   www.arkansasbaptist.org February 9, 2012 9EvangElism and ChurCh growth

Fish

Mason

Smith

Catt

Meador

Miller

Compton

Sammons

Conference participants search the Scriptures.
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The Skit Guys perform at the evangelism conference held at First Baptist, Sherwood.

For more conference 
coverage, including photos, 

videos and meeting 
coverage, go to 
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257,000 people. In 1955, the SBC 
baptized about 417,000 people,” 
said Kelley. “But since 1955, the 
SBC never yet reached the mark of 
450,000 baptisms. We doubled in 
baptisms in 10 years but then could 
not increase 35,000 in more than 
50 years.

“What happened to the harvest? 
What happened to the farm?”

Kelley said for many years he be-
lieved Southern Baptists were simply 
a “harvest-oriented denomination 
living in the midst of an unseeded 
generation.”

Now, Kelley said, he believes 
there’s more to the story.

“Today I say, ‘We are more like 
gardeners working the window boxes 
than farmers working the fields,’” he 
said. “We are the grandchildren of 
farmers keeping harvest stories alive 
over coffee and dessert at family re-
unions.”

Money not the issue
Kelley said money is not the ex-

cuse for declining baptisms.
“In 1906, W.W. Hamilton created 

the first department of evangelism 
for the SBC. With no budget alloca-
tion at all, he found a way for the 
department to make a great impact 
and grow to include more than 20 
evangelists,” said Kelley, adding that 
embezzlement by the treasurer near-
ly bankrupted the Home Mission 
Board (now the North American 
Mission Board), resulting in shut-
ting down the evangelism depart-
ment for a decade.

“In 1936, Roland Q. Leavell was 
asked to relaunch the department 
with only one staff member – him-
self! With little or no money and no 
assistance, he laid the groundwork 
for the greatest period of fruitfulness 
in the history of the SBC.”

And it was during the years be-
tween 1945 and 1955 – when the 
SBC doubled in baptisms – that the 
evangelism department staff never 
grew to more than three people, in-
cluding a secretary, said Kelley.

“Money is important, even very 
important, but it is not the critical 
issue reducing our fruitfulness,” he 
said. “Having more money will not 
turn things around.”

Kelley said the power of the gos-
pel isn’t the critical issue either.

“Our message has the same power 
to transform any human life today 
that it had in the first century of the 
church,” he declared.

Kelley said he believes the crucial 
issue is discipleship.

“The spiritual state of the farmer 
(our churches and leadership) – not 
the abundance of the harvest – is 
the root of problems in SBC evange-
lism,” he said.

What is wrong in Southern Bap-
tist life today is that “we are not 
anointed” and that “we have been 
‘atom-ized,’” said Kelley.

“The conversion of a soul to 
Christ is the work of the Holy Spir-
it,” he explained. “The stirring of 

a church and community in revival 
and awakening is a work of the Holy 
Spirit. Neither of these works of the 
Spirit are typical in SBC churches 
today.”

Kelley explained that many South-
ern Baptists are atom-ized because 
“many have become so focused on 
discovering a method that works, 
they fail to realize an integrated pro-
cess is far more important than any 
one method that is a part of the pro-
cess.”

‘New’ Methodists
“Southern Baptists are becoming 

the new Methodists,” said Kelley.
Explaining that he loves Method-

ists – especially because of the key 
role they played in the first and sec-
ond Great Awakenings – Kelley said 
today’s Methodists have changed 
through the years and are less fo-
cused on evangelism and missions.

“(Their) passion for holy living has 
been replaced by behavior blending 

with the culture,” he said.
For example, said Kelly, “One of 

their greatest theological fights is 
over the normalcy of homosexual-
ity. Most surprising, they have set 
new records for the fastest loss of 
membership in the history of the 
church in America.”

Kelley said Southern Baptists 
must rekindle and “get a fresh grip 
on the baton” of 
what he called a 
“disciplistic world-
view.”

Southern Bap-
tists must become 
“distinctive” once 
again, he said.

“(We) are not 
losing our voice,” said Kelley. “We 
are losing the distinctiveness of our 
voice in the music of today’s cul-
ture. We are blending in more than 
standing out.”

Reiterating, Kelley told the 
crowd, “The most crucial issue in 
SBC evangelism today is reinvent-
ing a process to bring our children, 
youth and adults to spiritual matu-
rity in an evangelistic way.”

“As Jesus Himself noted in Mat-
thew 5:13-14, ‘Salt that is not salty is 
not good for anything but throwing 
out. Light that is under a bushel is 
useless.’”

Quoting 2 Chronicles 7:14-15, 
Kelley said it is time for Southern 
Baptists to humble themselves, pray, 
seek the Lord and turn from their 
wicked ways or suffer the conse-

quences.
Kelley said, “The 

Lord goes on to say, 
‘But if you turn 
aside … then I 
will pluck you 
from my land … 

and this house 
that I have conse-

crated for my name, I will cast out 
of my sight.’”

Kelley concluded, “In times past, 
God has worked through our South-
ern Baptist churches in a mighty 
way. In times present, God is not 
working in a mighty way through 
our churches. 

“How are you going to respond 
to this? How am I going to respond 
to this?”

KELLEY
continued from page one

Kelley speaks at evangelism conference.

For video 
coverage of the 

conference, go to 
www.arkansasbaptist.org
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        C l a s s i f i e d s
PASTOR

OTHER STAFF POSITIONS

Hazen First Baptist Church is seeking a full-
time pastor. Please send resumes to Hazen FBC – 
Pastor Search Team, P.O. Box 489, Hazen, AR 72064, 
or email hazenpastorsearch@hotmail.com.

Marshall Road Baptist Church, Jacksonville, 
Ark., is seeking a full-time pastor. Please send 
resume to Marshall Road Baptist Church, P.O. Box 
726, Jacksonville, AR 72078 or to email marshall-
road@comcast.net. Phone: 501-982-4564.

Lake Hamilton Baptist, Hot Springs, is seeking 
a full-time pastor. Receiving resumes through 
3-1-2012. Mail to LHBC, 5963 Central Ave., Hot 
Springs, AR 71913, or email to stacinewell@gmail.
com.

Bi-vocational pastor needed at Grace 
Country Church, Sidney, Ark. A small, nontraditional 
church with a mission for local community outreach.  
Send resume to Pastor Search Team, P.O. Box 114, 
Sidney, AR 72577, or call 870-346-5822. 

Mt. Zion Baptist Church, Arkadelphia, Ark., is 
seeking a full-time pastor to fulfill that office in a 
godly manner, upholding God’s Word, as it is written, 
and can minister to the needs of the church. Contact 
Fred Goshen at frednbea@suddenlink.net.

First Baptist Church, El Dorado, Ark., is prayer-
fully seeking a pastor following the retirement of 
its pastor after 15 years of service. Please email re-
sumes to searchfbc11@yahoo.com or mail to Pastor 
Search Committee, 100 East Peach Street, Room 350, 
El Dorado, AR 71730.

Family Church of Pine Bluff/White Hall is begin-

ning its search for a new pastor. Our pastor is retiring 
in the near future. Family Church is a congregation of 
over 2,000 people. All resumes and all forms of com-
munication should be sent to the attention of Pastor 
Bill Fitzhugh, Family Church, 2500 Hwy. 104, White 
Hall, AR 71602, or email to bfitzhugh@familychurch.
ws. Church phone: 870-247-3300.

Star City First Baptist Church is seeking a full-
time pastor. Prayerfully send resume: FBC, P.O. Box 
368, Star City, AR 71667, or email to detrimcghee@
yahoo.com. Fax: 870-628-4184.

Gravel Hill Baptist Church of Benton, Ark., is seek-
ing a bi-vocational pastor. Gravel Hill is a multi-
generational congregation located between Benton 
and Hot Springs. GHBC is located in a rural community 
with 60-80 attending worship each Sunday. Gravel 
Hill is ministry-oriented with music, mission, Awana 
and praise kids ministries. Mail resume and detailed 
doctrinal statement to Gravel Hill Baptist Church, 6259 
Hwy. 9, Benton, AR 72019, or email to gravelhillpas-
torsearch@gmail.com.

First Baptist Church, Unionville, Mo., a dispen-
sational, fundamentally conservative church, KJV, is 
prayerfully seeking an experienced full-time se-
nior pastor. Send resume and detailed doctrinal 
statement to 104 N. 15th, Unionville, MO 63565, or 
email kristycullum@yahoo.com. Website: fbcunion-
ville.org.

overseeing educational programs. Send resumes to 
Hillcrest Baptist Church, 399 Hoover St., Lebanon, MO 
65536, or email dbrown@lebanonhbc.com.

FBC Muskogee is accepting resumes for the fol-
lowing full-time positions: associate pastor, edu-
cation minister and children’s minister. Send 
resumes and inquiries to pastor@fbcmuskogee.org 
or Pastor Lance Sawyer, 111 S. 7th St., Muskogee, OK 
74401; 918-682-3496.

Growing congregation seeking worship lead-
er. Part-time now, hopefully full-time in near future. 
Walnut Valley Baptist Church, Hot Springs, Ark., 501-
282-2887 or tforrest@cablelynx.com.

A man called to serve as associational mis-
sionary for the Caddo River Baptist Association. This 
association is made up of 20 mostly rural churches. 
Looking for a man with a heart for the kingdom of 
God. Send resumes to P.O. Box 788, Mount Ida, AR 
71957, or email to caddoriverbaptist@windstream.
net.

Seeking a part-time youth minister and/
or children’s minister. Open Door Baptist Church 
Personnel Committee, 2400 W. Oak St., Rogers, AR 
72756, or kkroten@cox.net.

London’s First Baptist Church is seeking a part-
time worship leader. Ours is a “blended service” 
with Sunday morning attendance in the 130-150 
range. Send resume to First Baptist Church, 17 
Southern Baptist Rd., London, AR 72847.

First Baptist Trumann, Ark., is seeking a part-
time youth minister. Send resume to First Baptist 
Church, P.O. Box 575, Trumann, AR 72472.

Bi-vocational youth director needed. 

Liberty Baptist Church is selling a 22-passen-
ger van – Ford Model 350 V8. It has 45,587 miles. 
BVSS Body (Terra Transit) by Turtle Top. Contact Kelley 
at 479-824-5611 or 479-790-6125. Great condi-
tion.

The First Baptist Church of Broken Bow, Okla., 
is celebrating its 100th anniversary on Sunday, 
Feb. 26. We extend a warm invitation to all former 
staff, members and friends. For details about our cel-
ebration services, please call us at 580-584-6353, or 
check our website – www.fbcbrokenbow.com. We 
hope to see you then.

Do you need a church pianist? Try our 
piano CDs for churches to sing by. Hymns, Christmas, 
praise and more. Free demo! Special pricing. Worship 
Service Resources. 877-977-800; www.wsrpianocds.
com.

MISCELLANEOUS

Contact River Road Baptist, P.O. Box 161, Redfield, AR 
72132; 501-397-2576; 870-536-4109; or river013@
centurytel.net.

First Baptist Church in Carlisle is seeking a 
part-time or full-time music minister. Send 
resume to First Baptist Church, P.O. Box 25, Carlisle, 
AR 72024.

 First Baptist Church, Forrest City, is seeking a 
full-time minister of music. If interested, send 
resume to 507 N. Rosser St., Forrest City, AR 72335.

Abundant Life School, a ministry of Sylvan Hills 
FBC, is seeking a superintendent. Please submit 
resume to Keith Brickell at kbrickell@sylvanhillsfbc.
com or call 501-835-2511.
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Matt Pearson
Wynne Baptist Church 

 
WYNNE – Recently, I received an 
email from one of our Internation-
al Mission Board missionaries who 
currently serves in Central Asia. His 
question was, “Do people where you 
pastor use mobile devices for their 
Bibles while you preach?” 

He proceeded to ask, If they did, 
do I have a problem with it? I be-
lieve his question is a very interest-
ing one and also one that more and 
more pastors will need to 
think through in the very 
near future.

Here was my response:
A few of the church 

members where I pastor 
have begun to bring their 
iPads, Kindles or Nooks to 
church to follow along in 
their electronic Bible as I 
preach through a passage. I 
do not know of tons doing it, but I 
would guess a half dozen to a dozen 
have. I am currently unaware of 
anyone using their phones, but it 
wouldn’t surprise me to learn that 
a few do.

Does it bother me? Not at all. I 
like it. As a matter of fact, I have 
heard of some preachers who use 
their iPads themselves in the pulpit 
with their sermon notes and Bible 
all right there with them. I do not 
know what I think about that (at 
least for me, it would stress me out), 
but as far as someone wanting to 
follow along on a mobile device, I 

am totally OK with it. In fact, if I 
was sitting in the pew, I would really 
like to have my iPad where I could 
read the text and take notes all in 
one place!

I can think of several positive rea-
sons for someone choosing to use 
mobile devices to follow along with 
the preacher during a sermon:

– A mobile device guarantees 
access to the Bible. By and large, 
whether one has a particular Bible 
app or not, a smartphone or other 
electronic device will allow someone 

free access to just about any 
version of the Bible via the 
Internet.

 – A mobile device allows 
for the listener to follow 
along with the preacher’s 
preferred Bible translation. 
Not only is the listener able 
to access the Bible, but he or 
she is likely to have access to 
the same translation as the 

preacher who is preaching. Thus, 
the listener can follow along word 
for word with the preacher during 
the sermon and not lose where the 
preacher is as he reads the text.

– A mobile device allows for the 
new Christian listener to find sup-
port passages with the preacher. Of-
tentimes, the preacher may reference 
a supporting text or have the con-
gregation look up a supporting text 
in their Bible along with him. For 
new Christians or the unchurched 
“Joe,” this could be embarrassing, 
or it could prevent them from ac-
tually seeing what the preacher was 

reading due to lack of 
knowledge or distrac-
tion while looking for 
the text. A mobile de-
vice would allow them 
to simply search for it 
in the device’s search 
engine.

– A mobile de-
vice allows for the 
learned listener to 
“check up” on the 
pastor during his 
message. Depend-
ing on the device, a 
listener who hears 
the preacher refer-
ence a Greek/He-
brew word and/or refer to 
an article or a quote in a book can 
immediately check it out and mark 
it to be read later.

– A mobile device allows for 
note-taking and Bible-reading all in 
one place. This will depend on the 
device that one carries, but if the 
device is capable, the listener can 
make notes and follow along in the 
Bible – all without having several 
different items to juggle during the 
sermon. This also allows for notes to 
be in one place, rather than poten-
tially getting lost or thrown away.

– A mobile device is easier to 
carry around. I know this isn’t a 
major advantage, but it is easier to 
carry an iPad around than the ESV 
Study Bible – which can be down-
loaded on these devices, by the way. 
It is easier to carry around a Kindle 
or a Nook or an iPhone than a Bible 

Hillcrest Baptist Church, Lebanon, Mo., is seeking 
a full-time minister of education and music 
for blended worship service and choir, as well as 

iPads in the church pew?
Wynne pastor weighs pros and cons

See IPADS page 13

Pearson

and a notebook and paper and pens, 
etc.

– The use of mobile devices in 
church services will allow for other 
possibilities in the future. These 
can include paperless bulletins sent 
right to the device, notifications 
of meetings and other announce-
ments, sermon notes sent to email 
or an Evernote account, sermon out-
lines available for download prior to 
the sermon via PDF and tweeting or 
texting the pastor a question about 
a comment made in the sermon in 
real time (for him to refer to later). 
The possibilities are endless!

I can also think of some potential 
negatives that electronic users would 
need to be careful about:
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Clements & Associates/Architecture
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Heartland Playgrounds
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SOLID WOOD CONSTRUCTION
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877-715-5336, 479-657-6369 fax
www.protectmychurch.org   AR Ins. Lic. #185726
Non-profit - Church - Commercial - Employee Benefits

To advertise in the monthly Church Service Directory, 
contact Nelle at 501-376-4791 ext. 5155 or nelle@arkansasbaptist.org.

Children’s Ministry/Murals
Bible Story Murals
Katy, TX
www.biblestorymurals.com
Call toll free 800-925-3084 and learn how to receive 50% 
discount on a mural. Offer: ABN-1. to a beautiful part of the world!

Greece Tours/Cruises
Steps of Paul & John
Escorted by expert guides with a tremendous 

understanding of Bible history, the Greek 
language and practical application of Scripture.

a “life changing” experience!
12 wonderful packages - year-round made 

especially for the Evangelical Christian.
Excellent value for small groups, 

large groups, and individuals.

Also,  a large selection of tours to 
Israel, the Churches of Revelation, Turkey, 

Italy, Germany, Petra, Mt. Nebo, Egypt.

www.pilgrimtours.com  
Box 268, Main St., Morgantown PA, 19543       800-322-0788

“Christian Fellowship Tours Since 1987”

John Sammons will retire as 
pastor of Marshall Road Baptist 
Church, Jacksonville, Feb. 12.

Robert Ramsey will begin serving 
on the staff of First Baptist Church, 
Russellville, as worship pastor, Feb. 
12.

Rick Hyde is serving as interim 
pastor at First Baptist Church, Para-
gould.

On the move

Obituaries
Staton Posey, 77, died Feb. 1. 

Born in Sheridan, he graduated 
from Ouachita Baptist University in 
Arkadelphia and Southwestern Bap-
tist Theological Seminary in Fort 
Worth, Texas. He pastored church-
es for more than 50 years in Ohio, 
Oklahoma and Arkansas, including 
Bradley Baptist Church, Bradley; 

Life Line Baptist Church, Little 
Rock, will hold a kindergarten-day-
care (1958-2005) reunion March 4 in 
the church’s fellowship hall. Former 
students and teachers are invited to 
come for fellowship and a continen-
tal breakfast at 9 a.m., followed by a 
worship service at 10:40 a.m.

Walnut Street Baptist Church, 
Jonesboro, will host the Spiritual 
Leadership Conference, presented 
by Blackaby Ministries Interna-
tional, March 5-6. The conference, 
featuring Henry T. Blackaby and 

Church life Richard Blackaby, will teach church 
members and staff how to lead from 
the heart, build God-honoring orga-
nizations and more. To register, visit 
www.walnutstreetbaptist.org.

Johnson Baptist Fellowship, John-
son; and Liberty Baptist Church, 
Lincoln. He was a member of Uni-
versity Baptist Church, Fayetteville. 
Survivors include his wife, Dorothy; 
two sons; one daughter; eight grand-
children; and one great-grandson. 
Funeral services were held Feb. 4 at 
First Baptist Church, Prairie Grove. 
Memorial gifts should be directed 
for 2nd Mile Ministry c/o Univer-
sity Baptist Church, Fayetteville.

Noteburning
First Baptist Church, Searcy, recently burned the note on their three-story administration/children/
youth building. Taking part were building committee members Phil Williams (far left), Coy Lackie 
(middle left), Letain DeVore (middle right) and Jimmy Vandiver. Additional committee members 
included Bob Norris and the late Wayne Hartsfield, chairman.

Retirement
Larry Thomas (right), asso-

ciational missionary at Little 
Red River Baptist Association 

(LRRBA) in Heber Springs, 
presents Elaine Ratliff with a 
gift certificate for a cruise in 

appreciation for her 25 years of 
service as secretary for LRRBA. 

Ratliff retired in January and 
was honored at a retirement 

reception in Heber Springs.



www.arkansasbaptist.org 13ACROSS ARKANSAS

ABN Blind Tape 
Ministry

provides a free taped 
recording of the Arkansas 

Baptist News for people who 
are legally blind.

For more information or 
to sign up, please contact 
Becky at 800-838-2272 (in 
state) or in Little Rock at 
501-376-4791, ext. 5156.

Evelyn Adams
First Baptist Church, England 

EDITOR’S NOTE: Following is an 
update to a story published Dec. 15 in 
the ABN.

ENGLAND – When he assumed 
his duties at First Baptist Church, 
England, in October, one of the 
first things new Pastor Robby Sher-
man suggested was raising the Lot-
tie Moon Christmas Offering goal 

from $3,600 to $5,000.  
Not only did the congregation 

rise to the challenge, the end 
result far exceeded Sherman’s 
expectations. 

“I was just elated to not 
hear every pastor’s nightmare: 
‘We have never done it that 
way before,’” Sherman said.

The kickoff event for the 
offering was a silent and live 
auction, which netted $4,528. The 
sale of Lottie Moon Christmas orna-

ments and individual contributions 
brought the final total to $8,350.

But the generosity of First 
Baptist members was not lim-
ited to the annual Christmas 
offering. 

In addition to a substantial 
increase in weekly contribu-
tions to the church’s general 
offering, members organized 
and donated about $10,000 

worth of toys and clothing for the 
local Angel Tree project, assisted 

with a prison ministry Christmas 
drive and helped support the com-
munity food pantry. The church 
averages 125-150 in worship atten-
dance, and on Christmas Day, there 
were more than 250 people in at-
tendance.

The new year got off to a great 
start, as on Jan. 1, Sherman baptized 
three adults and four children.

Evelyn Adams is a member of First 
Baptist Church, England, and a retired 
employee of the England Democrat.

FBC England steps up, surpasses offering goal
First Person

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY Day 
(CMD) will be held in a number of 
churches all across Arkansas Feb. 
18. This year’s theme is Operation 
Education, based on 
2 Tim. 2:15. 

Children from 
Second Baptist 
Church, Russell-
ville, are planning a 
coat drive for a Rus-
sellville elementary 
school, according to 
Maunette Gately, a 
Girls in Action (GA) 
leader at the church. 

Children at First Baptist Church, 
Wooster, are planning to make cards 
of encouragement for teachers in a 
local elementary school, said Haley 
White, children’s minister at First 
Baptist.

First Baptist Church, Hope, GAs 
are planning to make school supply 
bags for school literacy program par-
ticipants and care packages for col-
lege students, said Ruth Fischer, a 

Churches plan CMD

– The possibility exists for major 
distractions for the listener. With a 
mobile device comes opportunities 
to get an email, tweet, text or Face-
book message, not to mention the 
ability to surf the Web and/or check 
scores for a ballgame if things get 
boring from the listener’s perspec-
tive. If the listener with the device 
is smooth enough (I use this phrase 
very loosely), all this could be done 

with no one knowing but he and 
God!

– The possibility exists for minor 
distractions for surrounding listen-
ers. In a context like where I serve, 
the majority of people presently do 
not have devices that contain all of 
the aforementioned bells and whis-
tles – or at least they don’t think 
of bringing them to church. Thus, 
when someone turns on a device 
such as this during the sermon, it 
will raise some eyebrows and draw 
attention. These kinds of distrac-
tions can be eliminated with time, 
but they can be distractions from 
preaching the Word, nonetheless.

At the end of the day, the Word of 
God is the same whether it is black 

ink on a white page, 
or black 
words on 
a white 

computer 
screen. It 

has power 
whether it is 

written, spo-
ken or viewed 

b e - cause  o f 
what it is – the 
Word of God. 

Anyone who 
chooses to bring 

an Internet or 
phone service 

mobile device to 

IPADS
continued from page 11

member at First Baptist.
Children from Baring Cross Bap-

tist Church, Sherwood, are planning 
to assist the church’s women’s group 

in preparing a meal 
for international 
students attending 
a conversation club 
at the Baptist Col-
legiate Ministry on 
the University of 
Arkansas at Little 
Rock campus.

“About 130 stu-
dents attend the 

meeting,” said Cheryl Riley, a mem-
ber of Baring Cross’ women’s group, 
noting this ministry will provide an 
opportunity for those involved to 
share their faith in Christ with the 
international students. “You never 
know when something you share 
with them will be taken back to their 
country and shared with their fam-
ily and friends, and that could be 
the only time anyone in that country 
hears the message of Jesus Christ.”

“This is the fifth year Children’s 
Ministry Day has taken place around 
the world,” said Charity Gardner, 
Arkansas Baptist State Convention 
missions support team member. 
“Thousands of children have taken 
part in CMD.”

Gardner said the ministry pro-
vides an “avenue for children to 
have a hands-on experience with 
ministry” in their community. 

“Through that exercise, children 
are able to grasp an idea of how 
the church is to reach out, encour-
age and love people outside of the 
church walls,” continued Gardner.

For more information or ideas 
about Children’s Ministry Day, 
email cgardner@absc.org or visit 
wmu.org/cmd.

church for the purpose of studying 
the Bible is totally welcome to do 
so at the church where I pastor. As 
with just about anything else, how-
ever, he or she must do so with wis-
dom and the self-discipline to stay 
on task and use it to enhance – not 
distract from – the experience of sit-
ting under the Word.

What are your thoughts?  Should 

we welcome and encourage our 
members and guest to use their tab-
lets in the pews?  Leave a comment 
online at www.arkansasbaptist.org 
or at Matt’s personal blog, http://
theheartofpastormatt.wordpress.
com, and let us know what you 
think.

Matt Pearson is the pastor of Wynne 
Baptist Church, Wynne.  

b e -b e -

Sherman

Across Arkansas
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I n today’s world, it is easy to be 
led astray with philosophy and 

beliefs that entice us to believe in 
traditions, world-
ly wisdom, legal-
ism and even 
demonic heresy. 
The only way to 
not get caught up 
in these beliefs 
is to stay focused 
daily on God’s 
Word and on 
Christ the Living 
Word!

Verse 9 is an 
affirmation of the deity of Jesus 
Christ. In Him, all the unbounded 

powers and attributes of God are 
found. This strongly counters the 
gnostic view that says Jesus did not 

have an actual body, 
but only a phantom 
body, and that the 
essence of God 
came upon Jesus 
the man at His bap-
tism and left Him 
on the cross. The 
true belief is that 
from conception 
throughout His life, 
death and resurrec-
tion, Jesus was God 

in the flesh. 
Our text reminds us that in Christ 

dwells “the fullness of the Godhead 
bodily” (Col. 2:9, KJV) and we are 
complete in Him when we believe 
in that fact. We are “buried” with 
Him in baptism and raised with 
Him through simple faith (belief) 
when we believe on Christ for salva-
tion (Col. 2:12, KJV). Even the Law 
of Moses was not sufficient to save 
us, but only to point us to Christ 
(Col. 2:17, KJV). 

When I was young in age and also 
in knowledge of the Bible, I tended 
to hold to other “spiritual things” to 
cement my belief in Christ. 

I would look to my works as a 
basis for my faith and to actions I 
did to worship God, rather than to 

my Lord Jesus Christ. I even used 
the “commandments and the doc-
trines of men” (Col. 2:22, KJV) in a 
local church as a basis for peace and 
assurance. 

Thank the Lord that I have grown 
in faith to know that it is in Christ 
and Christ alone that my hope, as-
surance and belief rest!

The fact is what I believe will di-
rectly affect my actions. 

In other words, my worldview of 
life will determine what I do, what I 
look at and where I go. If my belief 
system is found in Christ, my life 
will be focused on pleasing Him. 
Yes, Christ, I believe in You for all 
things! 

G od has never left His children 
unprepared or without instruc-

tion. Even as Moses prepared for the 
end of His life, God was giving him 
the Law for the children of Israel to 
obey. Moses loved the children of 
Israel even as God loved them, hav-
ing led them through the trials and 
struggles of wandering in the wilder-
ness for 40 years. Moses shared with 
them honestly from his heart, hav-
ing seen their tendency to wander 
away from following God. 

In Deuteronomy 31, Moses sum-
moned Joshua to commission him 
for the rest of the journey into 
the Promised Land. God had told 
Moses he would not be leading the 

children of Israel the rest of the way 
into the Promised Land, but that at 
120 years of age, he would step aside 
for Joshua to finish the task. Moses 
challenged Joshua to be strong and 
courageous in the task. He wrote 
down the Law on a scroll to be given 
to the Levites to read to the children 
of Israel when they crossed over the 
Jordan River into the land promised 
to their forefathers. 

God, knowing the hearts of the 
people, gave Moses a song to teach 
the people so when they rebelled 
and went to other gods and trouble 
came upon them because of their 
sin, they might remember and turn 
back to worship Jehovah God in-

stead of the idols of the people of 
the land they were entering.

In Deuteronomy 32, Moses gave 
them the song to learn and rehearse 
for future genera-
tions to remember 
and turn back to 
God. 

Moses read all 
the Law to the 
people and chal-
lenged them to 
take to heart all of 
the words of the 
Law and to teach 
them to their children, as they are 
not meaningless words, but words 
to bring them long life in the land 

God was giving to them.
In Deuteronomy 33, Moses 

blessed each of the tribes as they 
were getting ready to enter the 

Promised Land 
and he was near-
ing the end of his 
journey into the 
arms of God and 
the eternal rest. 

This section 
ends in Deu-
teronomy 34 as 
Joshua assumes 
leadership with 

the children of Israel listening to 
Moses’ words and obeying as God 
had commanded them. 

P roverbs 16:7 (KJV) tells us, 
“When a man’s ways please the 

LORD, he maketh even his enemies 
to be at peace with him.” 

This lesson reminds us to return 
to God that it may be well with us, 
with our families and with our na-
tion. Moses told the children of Is-
rael to record the Law that had been 
given to them on stones covered by 
plaster. They were to write it clearly 
so it could be seen and plainly un-
derstood. 

In Deuteronomy 27:9-10, Moses 
told them to “be silent (shut up) and 
listen” and to obey the commands 
he is giving them. He wanted them 

to remember the words of the Law 
and be obedient. He told them they 
had become the people of the Lord 
God that day. 

Not only were the Laws recorded 
on the stone, they were also to be 
proclaimed in a loud voice by the 
priests (Levites) to every Israelite. 
Moses understood the severity of 
the curses of the Law and wanted 
to make sure everyone heard and 
understood. As each Law was read, 
each of the children of Israel was to 
say “amen” in agreement. 

In Deuteronomy 28, Moses gave 
the children of Israel a list of bless-
ings for being obedient to God. He 

told them if they obeyed, neither 
turning right or left from what they 
are commanded, they 
and their families, cities 
and country would be 
blessed. Why are these 
words not enough to 
cause us to stand tall 
and follow God? 

Then the “but” 
comes. If you do not 
remain obedient to 
God, curses will come 
on you, your families, 
your cities and your country.

Deuteronomy 29 encourages 
renewing the Covenant with God 

and warns against abandoning 
God’s Commands and Covenants. 

Moses remind-
ed them not 
to choose the 
idols of the in-
habitants. 

In chapter 
30, Moses re-
minded them 
God had set 
before them 
blessings and 
life if they 

would but choose to serve God and 
encouraged them to choose life by 
obeying God.

Be repentant

Be positive

Christ the center of my belief

Imagine a big circle, like a huge 
wheel, and all around this circle 

on its edges are the 
cares of this life. 
There are the cares 
of finances, raising 
children, marriage 
and caring for an el-
derly parent or dis-
abled child. There is 
the care that comes 
from a wayward 
child or a critically 
ill family member. 
There is the care of 
doing a good job in 
the marketplace, and then there is 
the ongoing care of overcoming the 

temptation to sinfulness. 
Next, imagine that all these cares 

are connected to 
spokes that point 
to the center of 
the wheel and 
that you are the 
one in the cen-
ter who holds 
all these cares 
together and is 
responsible to 
see that each 
need is success-
fully met. What 
a heavy burden 

that would be for one human to 
deal with! 

Our text reminds me that when 
Christ is the center of my life, my 
cares and needs are dealt with by 
His power and His wisdom. He is 
strong enough to bring me through 
each care with victory. 

Our Bible verses here convey the 
message that when Christ is the cen-
ter of my life, I will put aside sin, 
worry and frustration to the point 
that it will become dead to me, and 
by so doing, Christ becomes the 
focus of my entire life and relation-
ships. 

Sin is easily destroyed by the 
power of Christ! A good marriage 
can only be experienced when we 
follow Christ’s will for that marriage 

(Col. 3:18-19). Successful parenting 
only comes through the power of 
Christ (Col. 3:21). The peace of 
God fills the soul that is centered 
in Christ (Col. 3:15). Our life on 
the job is easier when Christ is the 
center of those relationships (Col. 
3:22). And only true wisdom comes 
from God when we make Christ the 
center of our lives (Col. 4:5-6).

When Christ is the center of my 
life, I am at peace with Him, my 
family, my co-workers, my children 
and my spouse. 

But when Christ is not the cen-
ter, my wheel can break and life 
becomes very hard. I pray you will 
make Christ the center of your life! 

Christ the center of my life

ExplorE thE BiBlE

FEBruary 19, 2012
Bill Scroggs 

pastor
First Baptist, Petit Jean 

Scripture passage:
Deuteronomy 27:1-30:20  

Claud Williams
pastor

Boxley Baptist, Ponca

Scripture passage:
Colossians 2:8-23

BiBlE StudiES For liFE

FEBruary 19, 2012

ExplorE thE BiBlE

FEBruary 26, 2012
By Bill Scroggs 

pastor
First Baptist, Petit Jean 

Scripture passage:
Deuteronomy 31:1-34:12

Claud Williams
pastor

Boxley Baptist, Ponca

Scripture passages:
Colossians 3:5-10, 14-15, 17-21; 4:5-6

BiBlE StudiES For liFE

FEBruary 26, 2012
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April 27-28 - Jacksonville
Second Baptist Church
Group Crisis Intervention
14 Contact Hours - Instructor: Greg Young
Friday, 10 a.m. - 6 p.m., Saturday, 8 a.m. - 2:30 p.m. (lunch provided) 

April 25-26 - Little Rock
Arkansas Baptist State Convention offi ces

CISM

For registration information, go to www.absc.org/chaplaincyevents or contact 
Pam at 800-838-2272 ext. 5249, or email prosinbaum@absc.org.

Emotional and Spiritual Care in Disaster Operations
13 Contact Hours - Instructor: Greg Young
Individual Crisis Intervention and Peer Support
13 Contact Hours - Instructor: Sterling Claypoole
Wednesday, 10 a.m. - 6 p.m., Thursday, 9 a.m. - 3 p.m. (lunch provided)

Critical Incident Stress Management 
ICISF-Certifi ed Training

Registration Deadline: March 30
Payment due in advance: $50,  ABSC church members; $95, all others

Saturday,  April 28
Second Baptist Church, Jacksonville

10 a.m. - 3 p.m.

Ministry Training Day
for Pastors, Deacons, Sunday School Teachers, 

Care Group Leaders, Church Members

For registration information, go to www.absc.org/chaplaincyevents or contact Pam at 
800-838-2272 ext. 5249, or email prosinbaum@absc.org.

All classes free of charge with lunch provided. 
Pre-registration is required.

Healthcare Ministry

Prison and Jail Ministry

Community Chaplains

Learn how to deal with those in grief, 
how to make a hospital visit and more. 

Led by Baptist Health chaplains.

Learn how to minister to the 
incarcerated, how to deal with pluralism 
and not compromise your beliefs and 
more. Led by Baptist prison chaplains.

Learn from practitioners how to start 
and train for your own non-traditional 

chaplaincy outreach to convenience stores, 
your son’s ball team, your neighborhood 

and more.

Re-Entry and Aftercare
Your church CAN start an effective 

ministry to help men and women when 
they are released from prison.

Police and 
Fire Chaplain
Basic Training

April 27-28
Second Baptist Church, 

Jacksonville
 Friday, 10 a.m. - 8:15 p.m. 
Saturday, 8 a.m. - 2:35 p.m.

For current and future police or fire chaplains who would like Basic 
Training, a 12-hour course that equips the chaplain with basic skills 
including: Police and Fire Families, Death Notification, Responding to 
A Crisis Situation, Suicide and much more.  

A complete listing is online at www.absc.org/chaplaincyevents  

For registration information, go to www.absc.org/chaplaincyevents or contact Pam at 
800-838-2272 ext. 5249, or email prosinbaum@absc.org.

A ministry of the Cooperative Program and the Dixie Jackson Arkansas Missions Offering

All classes free of charge with lunch provided. 
Pre-registration is required.

as an exclusion from income. The ex-
clusion limits are discussed below.  

The church’s responsibility is also 
threefold. First, the church must des-
ignate an amount of the minister’s 
salary as a housing allowance. This 
must be done in advance of paying 
it to him, and it must be done in 
writing. Next, the housing allow-
ance must be paid to the minister 
during the course of the year. Last, 
the church will report to the minis-
ter the amount they paid to him as 

may include a down payment on a 
home, rent or mortgage payments, 
utilities (electric, gas, water, sewer, 
trash pickup, local telephone charg-
es, internet service, cable television), 
furniture, appliances, repairs and 
improvements, wall décor, drapes, 
cleaning supplies, lawn care and 
even light bulbs.

– The IRS has set limits for 
housing allowances that must be 
observed by ministers. While a 
church may legitimately designate 
up to 100 percent of a minister’s sal-
ary as a housing allowance, there is 
a possibility that not all the money 
designated by the church may be 
excluded from a minister’s taxable 
income. The following limits must 
be observed:

If the minister owns or rents his 
own home, the maximum exclusion 
is the least of the following three 
numbers: (1) The amount desig-
nated by the church as a housing 
allowance. (2) The amount the min-
ister actually spends on legitimate 
housing expenses. (3) The fair rent-
al value of the minister’s furnished 
home, plus utilities.

If the minister lives in a church-
owned parsonage, the maximum ex-
clusion is the least of the following 
two numbers: (1) The amount des-
ignated by the church as a housing 
allowance. (2) The amount the min-
ister actually spends on legitimate 
housing expenses. (Note: Although 
a minister does not have to pay in-

come taxes on the rental value of 
a church-provided parsonage, he is 
still required to pay self-employment 
taxes on the fair rental value of the 
parsonage, as well as on any utilities 
for which the church pays.)

If a minister spends less than the 
amount designated by the church, 
he must show the difference as 
taxable income on his income tax 
return. Likewise, if the fair rental 
value of his home is less than the 
amount designated by the church, 
the difference is considered taxable 
income by the IRS.

– Housing allowances may be 
changed during the year. If a min-
ister realizes he may outspend the 
amount of housing allowance des-
ignated by his church, he may ask 
the finance team to make a recom-
mendation to amend the church’s 
budget to show less salary and more 
housing for the remainder of the 
year. Note that this must be done 
prospectively (in advance) and not 
retroactively (after the fact), and it 
must be done in writing.

Churches that take the time to 
designate a housing allowance help 
their ministers avoid paying unnec-
essary taxes and maximize a minis-
ter’s take-home pay while minimiz-
ing his tax liability. And who among 
us wants to pay unnecessary taxes?

William Jaques serves as the Guide-
Stone representative on the leadership 
and worship team at the Arkansas Bap-
tist State Convention.  

HOUSING
continued from page 7

a housing allowance. This may be 
done in one of two ways. The church 
may write a letter to the minister at 
the end of the year stating the total 
amount of his housing allowance, or 
they may put the total in box 14 of 
the minister’s W-2. While these may 
seem trivial, the IRS is very clear 
that if a church fails to designate a 
housing allowance, a minister may 
not claim a housing allowance.

– Ministers should be able to sub-
stantiate their housing expenses. If 
a minister undergoes an audit by the 
IRS, he must be able to prove that he 
spent housing allowance money on 
legitimate housing expenses. These 
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The Arkansas Baptist News offers subscription plans at 
three rates for the printed edition and three rates for the 
ABN Now, the digital edition:

■ The Every Resident Family Plan offers churches a 
premium rate when they send the ABN to all their resi-
dent households. Resident families are calculated to be at 
least one-fourth of the church’s Sunday school enrollment. 
Churches who send only to members who request a sub-
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Financial section highlights 
ministerial housing 
allowance, Foundation.

Church Finance
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