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Brockinton youngest music minister in Ark.
Leah Fender
Arkansas Baptist News

JACKSONVILLE – At age 15, 
many high school students are 
content to hang out with friends, 
go to football games and dream 
about what college they may want 
to attend. But for high school 
student Benjamin Brockinton, 
he’s working on his next cantata. 
That’s because on March 25, Ben-
jamin was hired as music minister 
at Bayou Meto Baptist Church, 
Jacksonville. 

It’s really no surprise to Benja-
min, a life-long music lover. After 
all, he comes from a family of mu-
sicians.

“I’ve been around music as long 
as I can remember,” said Benja- See MUSIC page 6

ARKANSAS BAPTIST State Con-
vention disaster relief units will be 
some of the first to serve in Louisi-
ana as a result of Isaac – the tropical 
storm turned hurricane.

As of press time, the Arkansas 
Baptist State Convention (ABSC) 
disaster relief feeding unit No. 1 was 
being deployed to Kenner, La. in 
the aftermath of Isaac, according to 
Don Pucik, ABSC associate execu-
tive director. The shower unit from 
Geyer Springs First Baptist Church, 

CABOT – The 159th annual meet-
ing of the Arkansas Baptist State 
Convention (ABSC) is set for Oct. 
30-31 at First Baptist Church, 204 N. 
3rd Street, Cabot. 

“Now” is the theme 
of the annual meeting. 
ABSC ministry teams 
will present interpreta-
tions of the 2012 theme 
during the meeting.

Business of the con-
vention will be conducted, including 
votes on resolutions, receiving entity 
reports, election of convention of-
ficers and votes on the 2013 ABSC 
Cooperative Program (CP) budget of 
$22 million, which is slightly higher 
than the $21.4 million 2012 operat-
ing budget. Resolutions will be intro-

duced, and the ABSC Nominating 
Committee will bring recommenda-
tions of people to serve on ABSC 
boards, committees and agencies.

Miscellaneous business 
sessions are scheduled 
for 2:15 p.m., Tuesday, 
Oct. 30, and 9:05 a.m., 
Wednesday, Oct. 31.  

The 2013 CP bud-
get includes $9,395,389 
(42.71 percent) for South-

ern Baptist Convention (SBC) causes 
and $12,469,611 (56.68 percent) for 
missions and ministries in Arkan-
sas. The SBC portion includes an 
increase of $201,332 (0.2 percent) 
above this year’s allocation, the first 

Ark. volunteers respond following Isaac

ABSC Annual Meeting
at First Baptist, Cabot

Set for Oct. 30-31

See MEETING page 10

See ISAAC page 2

Little Rock, is expected to be located 
at Kenner, along with the recovery 
unit from Tri-County Baptist Asso-
ciation.

Additionally, volunteers from 
Red River Baptist Association, Arka-
delphia, and Liberty Baptist Associa-
tion, El Dorado, along with the First 
Baptist Church, Ozark, shower unit 
and Caroline Baptist Association 
recovery unit are expected to serve 
at Gentilly Baptist Church, located 
near the New Orleans Baptist Theo-

logical Seminary campus.
In addition to providing up to 

50,000 meals a day, volunteers will 
be sending out recovery and chain-
saw crews and providing shower and 
laundry units for people displaced 
by the hurricane in the New Orleans 
area, said Pucik. 

Mission Haiti
Flooding, food shortages, de-

Ark. churches lead effort in Peru
Peru children pray in Bible club organized by Tom Cox World Ministries. See story on page 2.

Benjamin Brockinton, 15, directs choir at 
Bayou Meto Baptist Church, Jacksonville. 

min. “It’s literally in my veins. Both 
of my parents are musically inclined, 
and I guess it just got passed on to 
me.”

Benjamin added that he has been 
singing in the church choir for as 
long as he can remember. 

“I still remember being just 3 or 
4 (years old) and singing along with 
my mom and dad in this very choir 
room. I’ve always loved to sing,” he 
said.

So how did he go from singing in 
the choir to directing it at such an 
early age? 

“When our music minister re-
signed, my dad and another man 
put together an Easter cantata, but 
nobody had any plans to do one for 
Christmas,” Benjamin said. “So I 
picked one out and decided to di-

rect it. I thought I could do it, and 
I’m glad that I did because otherwise 
I probably wouldn’t be where I am 
today.”

The music minister search com-
mittee actively pursued finding a 
replacement for months according 
to Benjamin’s father, Chuck Brock-
inton, a member of Bayou Meto 
Baptist Church and a member of the 
music minister search committee. 

“After interviewing candidates, 
we just never found anyone that was 
a really good fit,” Chuck Brockinton 
said. “But with Ben, everyone knew 
him. They watched him grow up, 
and they knew his heart. There was 
never any question of whether or 
not he would fit or not. … He took 

Dixie Jackson Arkansas 
Missions Offering 2012

Arkansas Baptist missions benefit 
through the Dixie Jackson Arkansas 

Missions Offering. See story on page 7.
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HuntFest draws 1,350; 53 accept Christ
Caleb Yarbrough
Arkansas Baptist News

LITTLE ROCK – In all, 53 deci-
sions for Christ were recorded at 
HuntFest: A Fellowship for Men 
and Boys held Aug. 25 at the State-
house Convention Center in down-
town Little Rock. More than 1,300 
men and boys attended the event, 
which is sponsored by the Arkansas 
Baptist State Convention (ABSC).

Jimmy Houston, called “Ameri-
ca’s Favorite Fisherman” and host 
of a fishing show that has run on 
TV for 35 years, was the featured 
speaker at HuntFest, sharing tips 
and fishing tales – but Houston was 
all business when it came to sharing 
his faith in Jesus Christ.

As HuntFest participants en-
joyed a dinner of barbecue, Hous-
ton walked on stage with a fishing 
rod and showcased his abilities by 
casting into the audience while 
teaching a “pitching” technique. At 
one point, he landed his bait in the 
lap of an audience member.

“Don’t worry – I’m deadly accu-
rate,” assured Houston.

After the short fishing lesson, 
Houston gave his testimony. While 
happy to share his knowledge about 
fishing, he was excited to share 
God’s work in his life.

“I have read the Bible through 
every year since my 20s, probably 

Jimmy Houston ‘fishes for men’

Jimmy Houston (right) signs autographs at HuntFest. Photo by Caleb Yarbrough

40-50 times, and I can tell you that 
the God I serve is a living God,” 
said Houston, adding, “He is work-
ing in my life and in the life of every 
other Christian out there.”

Jokingly, Houston described his 
childhood growing up as a “drug 
kid.” 

“My parents drug me to church 
every time the doors were open, 
whether on Sunday mornings to 
the worship service and Sunday 
school or on Wednesdays to RAs 
(Royal Ambassadors). I was incred-
ibly blessed to have been born into 
a strong Christian family,” Houston 
laughed. “I got saved when I was 
12. To be honest, the main reason 
was because I didn’t want to go to 
hell.

“And if all that we were given by 
accepting Christ was a free pass out 
of hell, that would be a pretty good 
deal. But that isn’t the case. God 
blesses everyone He saves. I believe 
that when somebody gets saved 
that God sits up there and starts 
to pour out blessings that continue 
throughout their life,” he added.

Houston warned those present 
there are plenty of times in the 
lives of Christians that they harm 
their relationships with God by not 
being obedient.

“Sometimes we cheat ourselves 
out of blessings by being disobe-
dient. When we don’t do certain 

things that God has commanded us 
to do, we limit His blessings on our 
lives. In my opinion, one of the big-
gest mistakes we make is when we 
don’t tithe. God has made it easy 
for us. He asks us for 10 percent,” 
said Houston.

“Another mistake that many of 
us make is when we expect our life 
to be perfect after we accept Christ. 
I can tell that this isn’t the case. 
Saved people still have to face strug-
gles like anybody else. But I can tell 
you that for Christians, God is the 
closest in the valleys. God carries us 

through the struggles.”
Houston concluded with an invi-

tation to accept Christ. 
“One of the hardest things for 

a man to do is to get to the point 
where he can believe that God loves 
him enough to forget all the lousy 
things he’s done in his life,” he 
said.

In addition to Houston, Hunt-
Fest featured a variety of games for 
the youngsters, bluegrass music and 
giveaways.

Caleb Yarbrough is the media spe-
cialist for the Arkansas Baptist News.

Arkansans lead mission efforts in Peru
PERU – Short-term mission volun-
teers from five Arkansas churches 
– along with others from across the 
United States – partnered with Tom 
Cox World Ministries (TCWM), 
located in Mountainburg, for an 
evangelism, church planting and 
church strengthening effort in Peru 
– resulting in 1,252 professions of 
faith.

The effort was a big boost for sev-
eral new church starts in the area, 
according to organizers.

“I was just amazed at how 38 peo-
ple from across the United States 
could come together to form such a 
great team,” said Kathy Free, a team 
member and wife of Larry Free, pas-
tor of Southside Baptist Church in 
Waldron. 

“This was my first mission trip 
ever,” she said, adding, “All Larry 
and I can think about is going 
again.”  

Kathy Free served on a children’s 
Bible club team during the day, and 
at night she sang, played the piano 
and shared her testimony in evange-
listic services throughout the area.

Larry Free shared the gospel face-
to-face with more than 700 individu-
als who were treated in the TCWM 
mobile medical and optometry clin-
ics, in addition to preaching each 
night in a different location.  

“I was most impressed with the 

respect that TCWM has among the 
Peruvian pastors and church lead-
ers and the quality of mission work 
they are doing,” said Larry Free.

“Medical and optometry clinics 
are a key part of our strategy for 
conducting personal evangelism 
and gathering people for starting 
new churches,” said Eric Ramsey, 
TCWM president.  

Three of the medical team mem-
bers were from Arkansas churches: 
Sharon McGraw, a registered nurse 
(RN) from First Baptist Church 
in Fort Smith; B.J. Landis, an ad-
vanced practice registered nurse  
from Fianna Hills Baptist Church 
in Fort Smith, and Pat Bennett, an 
RN from New Hope Fellowship 

in Springdale. The medical teams 
treated more than 3,400 patients. 
Two teams served in areas in and 
around the city of Trujillo, while an-
other team served in the Amazon 
Basin.

“I have never seen a mission proj-
ect more efficiently organized than 
this one,” said Bennett. 

Ramsey said TCWM operates the 
Peruvian Baptist Theological Semi-
nary in Trujillo and “maintains a 
strong cooperative agreement with 
the Trujillo Baptist Association and 
the Baptist Association of Peru.” 
Tito Sevilla, a Peruvian formerly 
supported by the International Mis-
sion Board (IMB), has served on the 
TCWM staff for 10 years and is re-
sponsible for managing the work in  
Peru. In addition, Ken and Linda 
Bowie, IMB missionaries with a 
long history of service in Peru, have 
announced their retirement from 
the IMB and will begin serving full-
time with TCWM in January. 

“It is amazing to see what God 
is doing through mission volunteer 
mobilization around the world,” 
said Ramsey.

TCWM has served in 122 coun-
tries throughout the world and mo-
bilizes numerous volunteers annu-
ally on four continents, according 
to Ramsey, who is a member of First 
Baptist Church, Van Buren.

stroyed crops and other dam-
age has occurred in Haiti as a 
result of Tropical Storm Isaac.

No Arkansas Baptist volun-
teers were in Haiti at the time 
the storm hit the island. The 
Arkansas Baptist compound 
in Leogane was not damaged. 
Fielding is posting updates 
regarding the storm on the 
ABSC Haiti Response blog 
at http://abschaiti.blogspot.
com.

“The folks we serve in the 
Leogane area had quite a set-
back from the storm named 
Isaac,” said Bob Fielding, Ar-
kansas Baptist State Conven-
tion (ABSC) missions minis-
tries team member. 

Since January 2010, Ar-
kansas Baptists have had a 
continuing presence in Haiti 
following a devastating earth-
quake January 2010.

“Our initial response of 
$5,000 will enable our part-
ner to get much-needed food 
to the neediest of victims,” 
said Fielding adding Arkansas 
Baptists interested in ways to 
provide additional assistance 
should contact Jill Modlin at 
jmodlin@absc.org.

continued from page one

ISAAC

B.J. Landis with Tom Cox World Ministries prays 
with patients in Peru.
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Changes announced
for World Changers
NASHVILLE, Tenn. – Signifi-
cant changes are in store for the 
World Changers mission project 
ministry for students which is 
now under the administration of 
LifeWay Christian Resources in 
Nashville, Tenn. World Chang-
ers was shifted to LifeWay from 
the North American Mission 
Board (NAMB) in 2011 by its 
new president, Kevin Ezell. In a 
special announcement posted on 
the official World Changers web-
site titled “Successful 2012 Sum-
mer for World Changers and 
PowerPlant, 2013 Planning Un-
derway,” several notable changes 
in the way World Changers proj-
ects are operated are announced. 
They include minors no longer 
being allowed to work and World 
Changers weeks focused on more 
cities instead of other areas in 
North America.

‘Back to Church’ event 
set for Sept. 16 in U.S.
COLORADO SPRINGS, Colo. 
– More than 10,000 congrega-
tions across the United States 
have committed to active par-
ticipation in National Back to 
Church Sunday Sept. 16. Ac-
cording to organizers, National 
Back to Church Sunday is the 
largest community outreach 
event in the nation and is ex-
pected to draw the participation 
of more than 14,000 churches. 
Churches that participate may 
register their names and loca-
tions at www.backtochurch.
com/roster.

Missouri Baptist editor
focus of IRS complaint
ST. LOUIS – The St. Louis Post-
Dispatch reports that a church-
state watchdog group in Wash-
ington, D.C., has filed a com-
plaint with the IRS accusing 
Don Hinkle, editor of the Mis-
souri Baptist Convention’s state 
newspaper, The Pathway, and the 
convention’s director of public 
policy, accusing him with violat-
ing federal tax law by intervening 
in two campaigns for public of-
fice. Those were the Republican 
primary campaigns of U.S. Rep. 
Todd Akin for U.S. Senate, and 
Ed Martin for Missouri attorney 
general. The Post-Dispatch reports 
Hinkle said he supported the 
candidacy of Akin and Martin, 
a St. Louis attorney who is run-
ning for state attorney general, in 
a recent column in The Pathway.

Volunteers rebuild burned church
Lynn Kutter
Arkansas Baptist News

PRAIRIE GROVE – Dark, cloudy 
skies on Saturday, Aug. 25, did 
not deter more than 45 volunteers 
from rebuilding a Baptist church de-
stroyed by arson last spring. 

The workers were on hand to 
build a new worship center for Illi-
nois Chapel Baptist Church, located 
in a rural area about 15 miles from 
Fayetteville. The church’s historic 
sanctuary was destroyed by arson 
April 20. 

Pastor Lynville Eaton stood 
amazed as volunteers from his own 
church and Prairie Grove Christian 
Church worked all day to rebuild 
the church’s worship center. The 
first volunteers showed up at 7 a.m., 
and many stayed until 5 p.m. By the 
end of the day, workers had framed 
the 1,400-square-foot building, cov-
ered the 12-foot walls with plywood 
and set trusses in place overhead.

Remains from the old sanctuary 
were hauled away, and the new build-
ing is located on the same site.

“It’s just awesome that so many 
people came out on a Saturday,” 
Eaton said. “It was fantastic seeing 
this take place.”

The church’s sanctuary was more 
than 100 years old. Della McKee 
and her husband, Coy McKee, are 
long-time members of the church, 
and she has an old photograph of 
her husband’s father going to school 
at the church in 1914.

Della McKee is looking forward 
to the new addition, but the loss of 
the sanctuary is still hard.

“There are a lot of memories 
there,” she said. 

However, she said what one per-
son told her is true: “The church 
will have a new worship center, and 
new people will come to it. That’s 
what we’re praying for.” Like Eaton, 
McKee was overwhelmed by the 
work of volunteers Saturday.

“Oh my, I cried a while, and chills 
went down me. We just have a lot of 
good people here,” McKee said.

She and other church members 
cooked breakfast for the volun-

teers, fed them ribs and barbeque 
for lunch and supplied them with 
snacks and cold drinks throughout 
the day.

Vance Eubanks, pastor of Prairie 
Grove Christian Church, said his 
church usually rebuilds two homes 
each year in areas struck by natural 
disasters. He said it was a natural 
extension of this ministry to help 
Illinois Chapel this year.

“This is a community effort. They 
are a part of our community, and we 
like to be involved in community,” 
Eubanks said. “We have lots of peo-
ple who like to do this. As followers 
of Christ, it’s what we do.”

Eaton said the old sanctuary 
was insured for only $75,000. The 
church will have to rebuild the wor-
ship center with as much volunteer 
help as possible and through dona-
tions.

Already, many churches and indi-
viduals have donated money to help 
the church. And donations are still 
coming in, he said.

Just the week before, Eaton said a 
man handed him an envelope with 
two rolls of money. The donor did 
not give his name, just told the pas-
tor, “Use this wherever it’s needed,” 
turned around and left.

One roll had $30 in it. The 
second roll had a $1 bill wrapped 
around other bills. When Eaton 
unwrapped the money, he counted 
$500.

“Where this all comes from, it’s a 
God thing,” Eaton said. “That’s all I 
know. It has to be the Lord.”

No arrests have been made, but 
the fire is still under investigation 
and remains at the top of the list, ac-
cording to Washington County Fire 
Marshall Dennis Ledbetter. The sus-
pects painted satanic symbols and 
sayings on the church before setting 
it on fire. Since the fire, the church 
has held its worship services in the 
youth building/fellowship hall.

Lynn Kutter is the at-large correspon-
dent for the Arkansas Baptist News.

Illinois Chapel Baptist 
Church Pastor Lynville Eaton 
said the church has received do-
nations from many churches in 
Prairie Grove, as well as church-
es in other parts of Arkansas. 
Church member Dewain McKee 
is overseeing the construction, 
and he said the church needs 
experts in several areas to com-
plete the building. Volunteers 
are needed to install metal sid-
ing and a metal roof and to hang 
sheetrock. Anyone who can help 
in those areas is encouraged to 
call Della McKee at 479-846-
2641 or 479-409-4178 or Eaton 
at 479-957-6446.

More volunteers needed

Volunteers for Prairie Grove Christian Church and members of Illinois Chapel Baptist Church erect the 
first wall for a new sanctuary for Illinois Chapel Baptist, a rural church located east of Prairie Grove. 
The 100-year-old sanctuary was destroyed by arson in April. Photo by Lynn Kutter

Hope Police Chief J.R. Wilson (center), 
a member of First Baptist Church, 
Hope, was named “Chief of the Year” at 
the Arkansas Association of Chiefs of 
Police (AACP) 45th Annual Convention 
held recently in Rogers. According to 
AACP, Wilson was nominated by his 
peers based on his level of dedica-
tion to the field of law enforcement. 
Wilson is shown with Asa Hutchinson, 
former U.S. congressman (left), and 
Kyn Wilson, retired Clarksville chief of 
police. Photo by Michael Pirnique

Ark. Baptist named
‘Chief of the Year’
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Ihave had the privilege of working 
with a number of state Baptist 

conventions over the years – and 
am blessed to have served in two.

Unfortunately, we live in a day 
when flashy ministries garnish 
much of the spotlight, while less 
glamorous ministries – like the 
work of the state Baptist conven-
tion – draws criticism.

I’ll be the first to tell you that 
the work of state 
conventions isn’t 
perfect, but nei-
ther is the work of 
local churches and 
national Southern 
Baptist entities.

What I have 
found in state 
Baptist conven-
tions – for the most part – is men 
and women committed to the 
cause of Christ and helping their 
churches to succeed in making Him 
known by every and all means pos-
sible.

Long before I became your state 
editor, I was impressed with the 
work here in Arkansas.

While not flashy, I noted that 
ministries in the Arkansas Baptist 
State Convention were strategic 
and purposeful – all with an eye to 

Pray for the work of your state convention
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Tim Yarbrough

Cartoon by Gary Thomas   

Throw the Old Book out!
History is full of examples of 

people making attempts to 
throw out the Bible. They have tried 
to burn it, ban it, outlaw it and even 
keep it hidden from people. We live 
in a day and time when the majority 
of people do not believe the Bible. 
Silly questions are 
used to discredit 
the Bible and to 
point out so-called 
contradictions.  

Some say, “It’s 
an archaic book 
that is not relevant 
to ‘thee and thou,’ 
not to mention 
me.”    

If we live in a world that does not 
want to hear what the Bible says, 
should we just throw it out?  

Satan has attempted to cast 
doubt on what God has said from 
the very beginning of time. He 
asked Eve in the garden in Genesis 
3:1 if God really said, “Ye shall not 

VIEWPOINT
Joe Loncar 

First Baptist Church
Clarendon

eat.” The enemy knows if he can 
get people to doubt God’s Word, 
then he can continue to blind their 
eyes from the truth. Atheists hate 
the Bible. False religions despise 
the Bible. Humanists would like 
to ignore the Bible. Christians 

– especially 
Southern Bap-
tists – should 
not be surprised 
to hear others 
criticize the 
Bible. We have 
claimed to be 
people of the 
Book for a long 

time, so we have heard the criti-
cisms. But we should be surprised 
when the ABN runs an article that 
suggests we throw out the Old 
Book.

We expect the fiery darts of the 
enemy, but often miss the wolves in 
our midst. It is easy for us to mark 
the person who denies the Bible 

is inspired by God, but the enemy 
uses his wiles subtly. What implica-
tions come along with someone 
claiming to have a direct revela-
tion from God? What if someone 
claimed to have another book 
written by God? What if someone 
claimed that their book is the gos-
pel? Would you notice the serious-
ness of such a claim? What if they 
did not deny the inspiration of the 
Bible, but rather added their book, 
i.e. book 67? 

I am concerned that many people 
in our churches lack the discern-
ment to see the drastic implica-
tions of such books claiming to be 
divinely inspired. It could be an 
inconspicuous children’s book. 
It might come from a book about 
an adorable little boy who went to 
heaven and talked to dead people. 
I am concerned because the devil is 
at work, and in our attempt to be 
relevant and effective in reaching 
those who do not trust the Bible, 

we have abandoned the only thing 
that has the power to save them. 
The Bible is quick and powerful 
(Heb. 4:12). It is the hearing of 
the Word of God that brings faith 
(Rom. 10:17). It was the Word of 
God that pricked hearts in Acts 2. 
It is by the Word of God that we 
are cleansed (Eph. 5:26; Psa. 119:9). 
The Bible is the incorruptible seed 
that gives the new birth (1 Pet. 
1:23). We live by the very words 
that proceed from the mouth of 
God (Matt. 4:4).  

Is God speaking today? The an-
swer is yes; in these last days, He 
has spoken to us by His Son, THE 
Word (Heb. 1:2)! If we extend di-
vine inspiration to any other book, 
we are in effect throwing out the 
Bible. God has spoken, God is 
speaking and we desperately need 
to hear His voice through His infal-
lible inspired Bible.

Joe Loncar is pastor of First Baptist 
Church, Clarendon.

helping the local church succeed in 
its God-given mission.

My most direct work with Arkan-
sas was with the Acts 1:8 Challenge 
initiative that has been embraced 
by the convention to this day.

Convention mission leadership, 
such as Robby Tingle, Breck Free-
man, Bob Fielding and others saw 
the worth in leading churches to 
be on mission for Jesus Christ by 

establishing an 
intentional and 
holistic plan 
to further His 
cause locally, 
throughout 
the state and 
our nation and 
worldwide.

Call me crazy, 
but I always get excited around an-
nual meeting time – and this year is 
no exception.

Nowhere else  other than the 
annual meeting can Arkansas Bap-
tists see firsthand a concise capsule 
of the work being accomplished 
through their state convention and 
related entities.

What’s more, I enjoy seeing pas-
tor friends and others each year 
that I don’t see that often – and 
hearing about what God is doing in 

their churches and ministries.
Space doesn’t allow me to list all 

the great things Arkansas Baptists 
are doing to make Christ known in 
the Natural State – but one thing is 
certain – no matter the size or loca-
tion of your church, it makes a dra-
matic difference through support 
of the Cooperative Program.

I encourage you to make it a 

habit to pray for the work of your 
state Baptist convention and the 
men and women who serve there – 
because I know for a fact they pray 
for you and your church.

It’s a great time to start as the 
annual meeting approaches Oct. 
30-31 in Cabot.

Tim Yarbrough is editor of the Ar-
kansas Baptist News. 
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Imagine what it was like for Barnabas and Saul to ap-
proach the city of Antioch. They had been sent to 

check on reports of God at work in that city – reports 
so noteworthy the news traveled all the way to Jerusa-
lem. New groups of believers 
were apparently springing up fol-
lowing the dispersion of believ-
ers from Jerusalem. 

When Barnabas and Saul 
arrived, they found men from 
every walk of life “preaching the 
Lord Jesus” (Acts 11:20). The 
Bible says “the hand of the Lord 
was with them” (Acts 11:21). 
Though Barnabas and Saul were accustomed to seeing 
folks come to Christ, this was different. They had taken 
a long journey to get there. The culture was very differ-
ent. And yet, they found “a great number” who turned 
to Jesus (Acts 11:21). Here in this strange city, even 
Greeks were coming to know Jesus. It is a powerful 

thing to see God at work in different places.  
I know a little of what they must have felt. It has been 

my joy this year to travel to different parts of Arkansas 
to work with different churches. It’s so exciting to see 

men “preaching the Lord Jesus” around 
Arkansas – in big and small churches, 
doctors and bi-vocational preachers, cit-
ies and towns. 

It stirs my heart to be reminded we 
all are a part of God’s huge work of re-
demption. It deepens my passion to see 
the gospel at work through the breadth 
of lives being touched. Take some time 
to help in your association, join an Ar-

kansas Baptist State Convention ministry event and 
meet a pastor from another country. Visit an “Antioch” 
and see God at work – you will be blessed and be a 
blessing just like Barnabas.

Greg Addison is president of the Arkansas Baptist State 
Convention and pastor of First Baptist Church, Cabot.

Visit an ‘Antioch’ and see God at work Baptists Ask
How should a Christian 
interact in today’s society?

It is always a struggle to know 
how much or how little 

Christians should interact with 
their society. Sometimes there’s 
much that separates Christians 
from the world, and other 
times there’s very little. How-
ever, with the help of the Holy 
Spirit, Christians will hopefully 
find ways 
to interact 
properly.

In his 
classic work 
“Christ and 
Culture,” 
H. Richard 
Niebuhr de-
scribed some 
basic ways 
that Chris-
tians interact with their sur-
rounding culture. Some believ-
ers avoid the world completely. 
Because society is hostile to 
Christianity, they create their 
own communities and shun the 
rest of the world. 

Other Christians embrace 
the world. These believers have 
much the same beliefs and ac-
tions as everyone else. Unfor-
tunately, they assimilate so well 
into the world that one often 
cannot tell whether they are 
Christians or non-Christians.  

Sometimes believers try to 
“Christianize” their society. 
They think that the “Christian 
version,” of anything (music, 
TV, food, etc.) must be better 
than society’s version, simply 
because a Christian produced 
it. Sadly, this often creates a 
“holier than thou” attitude to-
ward culture.

Often, believers are in para-
dox with society, for they frus-
tratingly move back and forth 
in each reality. Because each 
culture has distinct thoughts, 
actions and behaviors, these 
“third culture Christians” aim 
to speak both “languages” well. 

Some Christians, however, 
transform their culture by 
showing the love of Christ in 
all they do. Modern transform-
ers like Dave Ramsey, Tim 
Tebow, Jimmy Carter and Dan 
Cathy demonstrate that the 
world is a better place when 
Christians live what they be-
lieve. When a Christian strives 
to transform society, he or she 
moves it closer to the world 
God intended it to be.

While it is difficult for Chris-
tians to transform their culture, 
it is the best way to show a lost 
world the transforming power 
of Christ’s love.

Ken Gore is chair of the Wil-
liams Baptist College department 
of Christian studies.

Gore

President’s
PersPective

Greg Addison

‘Four Spiritual Laws’ in today’s America
Growing up as a pastor, church planter and evan-

gelist’s son during the Jesus movement, one 
of my heroes became, and is still to this day, Bill 
Bright, founder of Campus Crusade for Christ. Bill 
Bright was a passionate, creative, Bible-loving in-
novator whose legacy strongly lives on today. He is 
responsible for the “JESUS” film, the mobilization of 
thousands of missionaries throughout the world and 
catalyzing multiple movements on college campuses 
across America. He produced a gospel tract, which 
has no doubt been utilized more than any other – 
“Four Spiritual Laws.”

“Four Spiritual Laws” be-
came the standard by which 
all gospel tracts were mea-
sured. Several denominations, 
evangelistic organizations and 
associations of churches, in-
cluding the Southern Baptist 
Convention, utilized the “Four 
Spiritual Laws” model for cre-
ating their own gospel tracts. 
As a child, I came to understand the gospel through 
my dad teaching, preaching and personally present-
ing the outline – and was subsequently saved. The 
outline is as follows:

1) God loves you and has a wonderful plan for 
your life.

2) Man is sinful and separated from God.
3) Jesus Christ is the only provision for man’s sin. 

Through Him, you can know and experience God’s 
love and plan for your life.

4) We must individually receive Jesus Christ as 
Savior, and then we can know and experience God’s 
love and plan for our lives.

Most believers would have no argument with any 
of these four points or “laws.”  However, for many 
people in America today, these points just do not 
connect. The outline was written in a day when 
Americans, for the most part, had a working knowl-
edge of who God is and what sin is; and the outline 
assumes at least a limited understanding of both.  
Many Americans today – especially younger ones – 
understand neither.

Gallup polls are often cited to support “belief in 
God among Americans.” A 2011 poll report stated 
“90 percent of Americans believe in God.” But, 
when one looks below the surface of these reports, 
“God” can include “a universal spirit,” “Allah” or 
“other higher being.”

If a survey was conducted in your community 
(even in Arkansas) asking the open-ended question, 
“What is sin?” more than half of people under the 
age of 40 would respond with an answer fitting into 
the category of “breaking one’s own moral code.” 
This is not a biblical definition of sin. God defines 

sin as anything less than the benchmark 
of His perfection (Romans 3:23). There-
fore, to properly define “sin,” one must 
have an understanding of who God is. 
God is not a force, paranormal entity, 
cultural tradition to be preserved or 
mythical creature. God has always been 
and will always be. He is a person, exist-
ing in three persons. He is the Creator 
of all things – including all of mankind, 

– purposefully creating each individual human with 
care and precision.

For this reason, as we share the gospel, we must 
define “God,” “mankind,” “sin” and the result of 
our sin. Only then does the sacrificial substitution-
ary death of Jesus Christ and His subsequent bodily 
resurrection make sense. Without an understanding 
of these foundational truths, why should one repent? 
Why should one need to be forgiven?

This approach to sharing the gospel is nothing new 
for Southern Baptists. Our missionaries have been 
doing this other places in the world for many years. 
But, now it is time to apply these same international 
missions methods to sharing the gospel right here in 
America – right here in Arkansas. To assist believers 
with this method, I have written a one-page narrative 
presentation of the gospel. To receive a copy, email 
me at eramsey@tcwm.org, and I will gladly send one 
to you.

Eric W. Ramsey is an evangelist, author and cross-
cultural communication strategist serving as president of 
TCWM, based in Mountainburg.

Answering
the cAll

Eric Ramsey

The Arkansas Baptist News (ABN) 
invites pastors, other church 

staff and members of Arkansas 
Baptist churches to submit reviews 
of religion-related books they have 
read.

Preferably, the book review 
should be no more than 350 words 

and should be about a book released 
in the past six months. Reviews may 
be edited for style and resubmitted 
to the author for revision.

Email your review to tim@ar-
kansasbaptist.org, or call 800-838-
2272 (toll-free in state) or 501-376-
4791, ext. 5151.

Read any good books lately?
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LITTLE ROCK – When Elizabeth 
Kelly, 85, found out she would be in 
a wheelchair for the rest of her life, 
she knew she wouldn’t be content 
just idly passing time. Instead, the 
Immanuel Baptist Church, Little 
Rock, member asked God to give 
her a ministry. 

“I prayed, ‘God there must be 
something I can do,’” she said. “And 
He said, ‘You can crochet. What if 
you crocheted for Me?’”

Not too long after that, Kelly 
heard a missionary speak about 
how children in Russia loved little 
stuffed animals. She knew that she 
had found her answer – she would 
crochet small animals to place in the 
boxes her church packed each year 
for Samaritan’s Purse. 

Kelly contributes small animals 
she crochets throughout the year. 
She also crochets hats, blankets and 
booties for the Arkansas Children’s 
Hospital.

The yarn she uses comes from 
a variety of sources. In addition to 
friends’ and family members’ contri-
butions, Immanuel’s knitting class 
sends Kelly leftover yarn. 

“I’ve got a pretty good supply of 
yarn,” she said, adding, “God pro-
vides a way.”

“Elizabeth Kelly is one of the hap-

piest people I know,” said Linda Jor-
dan, who works with the Tele-Bible 
Sunday school class, of which Kelly 
is a member. “She crochets for the 
Lord (as she expresses it) six days a 
week – she doesn’t crochet on Sun-
day.”

Immanual Baptist Church’s Tele-
Bible class provides a way for home-
bound members to connect through 
Sunday school even though they are 
not able to physically attend a class.

Though Kelly lives in an assisted 
living facility, she is still able to at-
tend church through the Tele-Bible 
Sunday school class.

Members of the class call in each 
Sunday morning and participate in 
the discussions via telephone.

For Kelly, the class helps her feel 
“a part” of the church. 

“The church is so nice and in-
cludes us in everything,” she said, 
noting, “They even send the Lord’s 
Supper to the church members.”

She enjoys chatting with the other 
people who attend the class.

Once a year, the church invites all 
of the Tele-Bible class members to 
attend a luncheon, where class mem-
bers receive membership certificates 
and gifts, said Jordan.

They also read Immanuel Baptist 
Church’s mission statement togeth-

Immanuel Baptist member crochets ‘for the Lord’ 

er often, said Jordan. 
“It’s a small thing, but it helps 

our class members feel they are part 
of what’s going on at Immanuel, 
even though they are not physically 
able to be in the building on Sunday 
morning,” she said.

Jordan is grateful for the opportu-
nity to be involved in the ministry. 

“The Bible study is most impor-
tant,” noted Jordan. “The fellowship 
the class members have together is 
a very special type of friendship 
that grows deeper with each passing 
week.”

Elizabeth Kelly, a member of Immanuel Baptist 
Church, Little Rock, crochets animals and other 
items to give away.

continued from page one

MUSIC

the initiative and filled the slot of 
music minister even before it was 
official.”

So after many months of search-
ing, the committee interviewed 
Benjamin just like they would any 
other candidate and decided to 
offer him the position. 

“Our only concern was whether 
or not the choir would give him 
respect and pay attention to him 
because he’s so young,” Chuck 
Brockinton said. 

That hasn’t been a problem, ac-
cording to Donna Chapman, choir 
member. 

“When I first found out, I was 
thrilled,” said Chapman. “His age 
doesn’t bother me at all. From the 
beginning, he was just so comfort-
able and perfect for this job. He’s 
knowledgeable, kind and consider-
ate. He may be young, but God’s 
Spirit is in him.”

And what does Benjamin think 
of all of this? 

“I am loving it,” Benjamin said. 
“When I first found out, I was so 
excited, but at the same time re-
ally scared because there’s a lot of 
responsibility that goes along with 
it. Some people just think this job 
is about picking songs and waving 
your arms, but there’s a lot more to 

it than that.”
Benjamin explained that his 

responsibilities include organizing 
the music library, planning and 
choosing worship songs for each 
service, leading the choir, nurtur-
ing others and other behind-the-
scenes responsibilities. 

And don’t forget, he’s also a 
sophomore at Cabot High School. 
As such, he feels that he serves as a 
role model to his peers. 

“I know that my classmates are 
always watching me so I try to hold 
myself to a bit of a higher stan-
dard,” Benjamin said.

Through it all, he says he tries to 
stay grounded in Christ.

“It’s tough balancing every-
thing,” Benjamin said. “But I just 
try to remember that I’m not here 
to please anyone, I am here to fa-
cilitate worship. This isn’t a show. 
This is about a worship experi-
ence.”

Benjamin plans to pursue music 
ministry in college and fine-tune 
his skills. 

“I have to find a college around 
here. We talked about this in my 
interview, and the search commit-
tee doesn’t want to have to find 
someone new in a couple of years, 
and I don’t blame them. So I want 
to go to college around here so 
that I can continue to serve in the 
music ministry,” Benjamin said.

Contact Leah Fender at leah@
arkansasbaptist.org. 
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Nelle at 501-376-4791, ext. 5155, 

or email: nelle@arkansasbaptist.org

Generational poverty prevalent in Arkansas
Leah Fender
Arkansas Baptist News

LITTLE ROCK – In an effort to un-
derstand and minister to those who 
live in poverty, 150 people represent-
ing 60 churches across Arkansas at-
tended the Poverty 101 conference 
Aug. 18 at the Arkansas Baptist State 
Convention (ABSC) Building.

“This was the first year we had 
a conference like this,” said Breck 
Freeman, ABSC missions ministries 
team member. “Poverty is prevalent 
across our state, and if we’re going 
to do anything about it, we need to 
understand it and 
learn how to minis-
ter to those who live 
in poverty.”

Mindy Jamison, 
who serves with 
the North Ameri-
can Mission Board 
and the Baptist 
Convention of 
Iowa in inner city 
Des Moines, Iowa, 
as the state CCM 
consultant and the 
co-director of the 
Friendship Baptist Center, spoke at 
a recent Mississippi ministry meet-
ing that Freeman attended. 

“After hearing her (Jamison) speak 
on poverty, I felt led to educate Ar-
kansas churches on poverty and in 
turn find out how we can minister 
to those people,” Freeman said. 

Freeman even managed to get Ja-
mison to serve as conference leader. 

“I think the conference was a 
huge success. We’ve had lots of posi-
tive feedback,” Freeman said.

The goal of the conference, Jami-
son explained, was understanding 
poverty culture. 

“Poverty can be defined in two 
ways. One is situational poverty 
when there’s a death, divorce or 
other event, and the other is gen-
erational poverty where two or more 
generations live in poverty and a 
mindset begins to develop,” she 
said.

Poverty 101 focused on genera-
tional poverty, rather than situation-
al poverty. 

Mike Prince, pastor of Garage 
Church, Hot Springs, and confer-

ence participant, said 
with generational pov-
erty “the poverty has 
more to do with rela-
tionships than with 
money.”

“That’s where the 
real problem is, and 
that’s where we need 
to focus,” said Prince.

“This is a huge sub-
ject. We need to apply 
some wisdom to it, and 
I think that in the past 
we’ve thrown food and 

used clothing at it, but it’s so much 
deeper than that,” said Prince. 

Prince explained that sometimes 
people have to step back and evalu-
ate what’s working and what’s not. 

“We don’t want to waste God’s 
resources that don’t actually help 
people. We are trying to evaluate all 
the parts of our ministry through 
those eyes,” said Prince.

According to the U.S. Census Bu-
reau’s website, 18 percent of Arkan-
sans are at or below the poverty line, 

compared to 13 percent nationwide. 
Since poverty is so prevalent in Ar-
kansas, Freeman hopes this confer-
ence gave churches lots of ideas on 
how they could help those in their 
communities that are plagued by 
poverty. 

“This conference was birthed out 
of our team’s vision and commit-
ment to assist churches and associa-
tions to impact lostness from their 
doorstep to the ends of the earth, 
but more importantly Arkansas Bap-
tists who continue to support min-

Participants learn at Poverty 101 conference: 

150 people representing 60 churches across Arkansas participated recently in a conference to learn 
about generational poverty in the Natural State. 

istries such as this by giving to the 
Cooperative Program and the Dixie 
Jackson Arkansas Missions Offer-
ing. We were thrilled that churches 
left the conference thinking of ad-
ditional ways they can impact lost-
ness in their communities with the 
gospel. We look forward to hear-
ing how these churches continue 
to make a difference,” said Robby 
Tingle, ABSC missions ministries 
team leader.

Contact Leah Fender at leah
@arkansasbaptist.org.

Dixie Jackson Arkansas 
Missions Offering 2012
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For additional information about the Arkansas Baptist 
State Convention Annual Meeting, including lodging and 

complete list of meetings, go to www.absc.org

2012 ABSC Annual Meeting Schedule
Oct. 30-31  l  First Baptist Church, Cabot

Tuesday Morning, ocT. 30
Presiding: Greg Addison, Convention President

8:30 Pre-Session Music...............................................FBC Cabot Praise Band
8:45  Congregational Singing........Ken Holland and FBC Cabot Praise Band
8:50  Welcome...................................................................................Dick Avey
8:55 Testimony.............................................................................Sam Roberts
9:00 THEME INTERPRETATION......................Ministry Planning Team
9:10  Call to Order......................................................................Greg Addison
9:15 Appointment of Committees and Announcements.........Greg Addison

Credentials Committee....................................................Chris Sims
Resolutions Committee....................................................Larry Page 
Tellers Committee..............................................................Tim Noel 
Order of Business Committee.................................Don Blackmore 

9:20 Congregational Singing.......................................................Ken Holland
9:25 New Arkansans.....................................................................Emil Turner
9:35 State Missions Report.....................................Missions Ministries Team
9:55  Worship in Song................................................FBC Cabot Praise Band 
10:05 MESSAGE...................................................................Michael Spradlin
10:35 Ouachita Baptist University Report.......................................Rex Horne
10:50 Arkansas Baptist Newsmagazine Report..............................Tim Yarbrough
11:05 EXECUTIVE BOARD REPORT........................................Jason Noel
11:15 Worship in Song................................................FBC Cabot Praise Band
11:20 PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE..............................................Greg Addison
11:50 Benediction................................................................Michael Carpenter

Tuesday afTernoon, ocT. 30
Presiding:  Ken Jerome, First Vice President

1:30 Pre-Session Music.......................Master’Singers Instrumental Ensemble
1:45 Congregational Singing...Andrew Pouncey and Mt. Carmel Praise Team
1:50 Testimony............................................................................Tracy Wilson
1:55 THEME INTERPRETATION..Evangelism & Church Growth Team
2:05 Worship in Song.............Mt. Carmel Celebration Choir and Orchestra
2:15 Miscellaneous Business......................................................Greg Addison
2:25 Convention Nominating Committee Report.....................Clint Ritchie
2:30 Recognitions......................................................................Greg Addison
2:40 Arkansas Faith and Ethics Council Report.............................Larry Page
2:55  Congregational Singing........Andrew Pouncey, Mt. Carmel Praise Team
3:00  Worship in Song.............Mt. Carmel Celebration Choir and Orchestra 

3:05  MESSAGE.......................................................................Charles Fowler
3:35  Benediction...........................................................................Otto Brown

Tuesday evening, ocT. 30
Presiding:  Matt Pryor, Second Vice President

6:00 Concert of Praise...............................................................Master’Singers
6:40 Congregational Singing.....................................................Larry Grayson
6:45  Testimony..............................................................................Kim Bridges 
6:50 THEME INTERPRETATION........................Missions Support Team
7:00 Cooperative Program Report..................................................Rusty Hart
7:20 Williams Baptist College Choir..............................................Bob Magee
7:35  Williams Baptist College Report.............................................Tom Jones
7:50  Congregational Singing.....................................................Larry Grayson
7:55  MESSAGE...........................................................................Emil Turner
8:25  Benediction..................................................................Charles Simmons

Wednesday, ocT. 31
Presiding:  Greg Addison, Convention President

8:30 Pre-Session Music.........Park Hill BC, NLR Worship & Music Ministry
8:45  Congregational Singing...Dave Whittington and PHBC Worship Team
8:50  Testimony....................................................................................Ken Key
8:55 THEME INTERPRETATION......................Executive Support Team
9:05 Miscellaneous Business......................................................Greg Addison
9:15 ELECTION OF OFFICERS (President)
9:25 Arkansas Baptist Foundation Report.................................David Moore
9:40 Congregational Singing...Dave Whittington and PHBC Worship Team
9:45 MESSAGE.....................................................................John McCallum
10:15 Arkansas Baptist Assembly Report......................................Jason Wilkie
10:30 ELECTION OF OFFICERS (First Vice President) 
10:40 Congregational Singing...Dave Whittington and PHBC Worship Team
10:45 Resolutions..............................................................................Larry Page
11:00  Arkansas Baptist Children’s Homes Report.........................David Perry
11:15 ELECTION OF OFFICERS (Second Vice President)
11:25 Prayer for newly elected officers...........................................Emil Turner
11:30 Worship in Song...................................................PHBC Worship Team
11:35 CONVENTION SERMON...................................Gary Hollingsworth
12:05 Benediction.........................................................................Richard Piles

ABSC Executive Board offers budget,
ministry recommendations for 2013
RECOMMENDATION NO. 1:  2013 BUDGET
I.  ARKANSAS

Ministry Planning Team............................................................$267,8841. 
Convention....................................................................................172,1102. 
Business Affairs Team..................................................................801,0693. 

Business Affairs – Building Operations................................254,372
Business Affairs – Camp Paron..............................................82,625
Business Affairs – Printing and Mail Services........................55,832

Collegiate Ministry Team............................................................899,1234. 
Collegiate Ministry Team – Properties..................................117,368

Evangelism and Church Growth Team.......................................829,3495. 
Executive Support Team..............................................................478,6626. 
Family Ministry Team..................................................................137,6767. 
Leadership & Worship Team......................................................497,4168. 
Missions Ministries Team............................................................463,8349. 
Missions Support Team...............................................................412,59310. 
Non-Team Budgets11. 

Protection Plan for Church Staff.........................................235,938
Non-Team Programs and Other Causes.............................1,015,906
Pastoral Scholarships..............................................................170,573

     Total Executive Board and Convention Programs..........................$6,892,330

Arkansas Baptist Assembly.........................................................$252,63412. 

Ark. Baptist Children’s Homes/Family Ministries.....................581,65913. 
Arkansas Baptist Foundation.......................................................340,51014. 
Arkansas Baptist Newsmagazine..................................................290,73615. 
Ouachita Baptist University......................................................3,159,99416. 
Williams Baptist College..............................................................951,74817. 

Total State Causes..............................................................................$12,469,611

II.  SOUTHERN BAPTIST CONVENTION
International Mission Board..................................................$4,697,69618. 
North American Mission Board...............................................2,141,20919. 
Theological Education Ministries ............................................2,059,46920. 
Christian Ethics and Religious Liberty Ministries......................155,02321. 
Facilitation Ministries...................................................................341,99222. 

Total Southern Baptist Causes............................................................$9,395,389

III.  SHARED MINISTRIES OF THE CONVENTIONS..................$135,000 
    
Total Cooperative Program Budget.................................................$22,000,000

RECOMMENDATION NO. 2:  2013 GOALS
Executive Board goals for 2013 have been planned by the teams. Ministry goals 
will be distributed during the annual meeting.



www.arkansasbaptist.org 9   ABSC Preview

2012 ABSC Annual Meeting Schedule Arkansas Baptists nominated for service
ABSC ExECutivE BoArd

Term to Expire in 2015
Big Creek, * Richard Payne, layperson, 

member, Mount Zion Baptist, Oxford 
Calvary, * Jeff Thomas, pastor,

Temple Baptist Church, Searcy
Carey, Stacy Reed, pastor, First Baptist 

Church, Fordyce
Central, Terry Thompson, layperson, 

member, Crossgate Church, Hot 
Springs

Central, *Gene Washburne, pastor, 
Coronado Baptist Church, Hot 
Springs Village

Clear Creek, Chuck Gililland, pastor, 
Webb City Baptist Church, Ozark

Concord, * Valerie Fitch, layperson, 
member, Grand Avenue Baptist, Fort 
Smith

Conway-Perry, Tom Stover, bi-vocational 
pastor, Thornburg Baptist, Perryville

Current-Gaines, * Reid Pennington, 
layperson, member, First Baptist 
Church, Pocahontas

Harmony, Ernest Bradshaw, layperson, 
member, First Baptist Church, Dumas

Independence, Chad Grigsby, pastor, 
Compass Church, Batesville

Liberty, * Richard Foster, pastor, 
Grace Baptist Church, Camden

Liberty, *John Ed Gunnels, layperson, 
member, Central Baptist, Magnolia

Little Red River, * Mike Love, pastor, 
Heber Springs Baptist Church, 
Heber Springs

Mississippi County, * Jay Weaver, 
pastor, First Baptist Church, Osceola

Mount Zion, *Rusty Bird, pastor, 
First Baptist Church, Monette

Mount Zion, * Don Blackmore, 
discipleship pastor, Central Baptist 
Church, Jonesboro

North Arkansas, * Mark Methvin, 
layperson, member, First Baptist 
Church, Lead Hill

North Pulaski, * John Theis, layperson, 
member, First Baptist Church, 
Sherwood

Northwest, * Daniel Cerda, church 
planter, Ebenezer Baptist Mission, 
Centerton

Pulaski, * Gary Hollingsworth, pastor, 
Immanuel Baptist Church, Little Rock

Pulaski, Julia Ketner, director of missions
/ministries, Saddle Creek Baptist, 
Little Rock

Red River, Randy Dixon, layperson, 
member, Cedar Grove Baptist Church, 
Arkadelphia

Red River, * Stan Parris, pastor, Second 
Baptist Church, Arkadelphia

Rocky Bayou, Don Selph, layperson, 
member, Franklin Baptist Church, 
Franklin

Tri-County, * Rob Rash, layperson, 
member First Baptist Church, Marion

Trinity, Don Neal, layperson, member 
Calvary Baptist Church, Harrisburg

Washington Madison, * Guy Wilcox, 
worship pastor, First Baptist Church, 
Elkins

District 2, Donna Reppond, layperson, 
member, Sugarloaf Baptist Church, 
Heber Springs

District 4, Susie Thompson, layperson,
member, First Baptist Church, 
Greenwood

District 7, * Marilyn Posey, layperson, 
member, Beech St. First Baptist 
Church, Texarkana

Term to Expire in 2014
Current-Gaines, Eric Moffett, pastor, 

First Baptist Church, Pocahontas
Southwest, Emily Smith, children’s 

minister, Beech Street First Baptist 
Church, Texarkana

Tri-County, Rick Proctor, layperson, 
member, Wynne Baptist Church, 
Wynne

Trinity, Ronnie Dye, worship leader, 
Maple Grove Baptist Church, 
Trumann

Term to Expire in 2013
Caddo River, John Guerra, pastor, 

First Baptist Church, Mount Ida
Harmony, Elwin Ollar, pastor, Forrest 

Park Baptist Church, Pine Bluff
Washington Madison, Eric Howerton, 

pastor, First Baptist Church, 
Greenland

ArkAnSAS BAptiSt ASSEmBly 
(CAmp SiloAm) 

Term to Expire in 2015
Harvey Bowman, layperson, member, 

Cross Church, Springdale
Clarice Cox, layperson, member, 

First Baptist Church, Fayetteville
Rebekah Davis, layperson, member, 

Shannon Road Baptist Church, Pine 
Bluff

Ron George, layperson, member, 
Central Baptist Church, Jonesboro

*Mac Holleman, layperson, member, 
Union Valley Baptist Church, Beebe

ArkAnSAS BAptiSt ChildrEn’S homES 
And FAmily miniStriES

Term to Expire in 2015
*Heath Bryant, children’s pastor, 

Cross Church, Springdale
*Robin Caldwell, layperson, member, 

First Baptist Church, Monticello
*Cheri Cone, layperson, member, East 

Side Baptist Church, Paragould
*Dennis Coop, layperson, member, 

Park Hill Baptist Church, North 
Little Rock

*Vicki Wickliffe, layperson, member, 
Trinity Baptist Church, Texarkana

Jimmy Witt, layperson, member, First 
Baptist Church, Dardanelle

ArkAnSAS BAptiSt FoundAtion

Term to Expire in 2015
*Charles Bonner, layperson, member, 

First Baptist Church, Pine Bluff
*Byron Eiseman, layperson, member, 

Immanuel Baptist Church, Little Rock
*Roger Norman, layperson, member, 

First Baptist Church, Benton
Mike Seabaugh, pastor, Central Baptist 

Church, Magnolia
*Jay Shell, layperson, member, West 

Baptist Church, Batesville

ArkAnSAS BAptiSt nEwSmAgAzinE

Term to Expire in 2015
District 1, *Carl Garvin, pastor, Lakeland 

Baptist Church, Omaha
District 3, *Carol Foster, layperson, 

member, Mt. Zion Baptist Church, 
Paragould

District 5, *Juel Zeiser, layperson, 
member, LifeWay Baptist Church, 
Little Rock

District 7, *Rickey Rogers, layperson, 
member, Primera Iglesia Bautista, 
Arkadelphia

Member at Large, *Jeff Thompson, 
associational missionary, Concord 
Baptist Association, Ft. Smith

ouAChitA BAptiSt univErSity

Term to Expire in 2015
*Curtis Arnold, layperson, member, The 

Summit Church, North Little Rock
*Clay Conly, layperson, member, First 

Baptist Church, Rogers
Clay Hallmark, pastor, First Baptist 

Church, Marion
*Mollie Morgan, layperson, member, 

First Baptist Church, Mountain Home
Mark Roberts, layperson, member, First 

Baptist Church, Malvern
Lloydine Seale, layperson, member, First 

Baptist Church, Sparkman
C. Randall Sims, layperson, member, 

OneChurch, Conway
*Susan Wamble, layperson, member,

Watson Chapel Baptist Church, Pine 
Bluff

Term to Expire in 2013
James Young, layperson, member, First 

Baptist Church, McGehee

williAmS BAptiSt CollEgE

Term to Expire in 2015
Jim Tom Butler, layperson, member, First 

Baptist Church, Harrisburg
*Brenda Doty, layperson, member, 

Oxford Baptist Church, Oxford
Jim Hale, layperson, member, Hot 

Springs Baptist Church, Hot Springs
Mark Holmes, pastor, New Hope Baptist 

Church, Omaha
Raymond Jackson, layperson, member, 

Victory Baptist Church, Jacksonville
Lloyd McCracken, Jr., layperson, 

member, Browns Chapel Baptist 
Church, Paragould

Bruce Venable, pastor, First Baptist 
Church, Monticello

Brian Whitney, pastor, First Baptist 
Church, Searcy

Term to Expire in 2014
Jody Smotherman, layperson, member, 

Newark Southern Baptist Church, 
Newark

BAptiSt mEmoriAl hEAlth CArE 
CorporAtion, mEmphiS, tn

Term to Expire in 2015
*Steve Edwards, layperson, member, First 

Baptist Church, Marianna
Larry McClendon, layperson, member, 

First Baptist Church, Marianna
*Bryan Moery, layperson, member, 

Wynne Baptist Church, Wynne

ConStitution And By-lAwS CommittEE

Term to Expire in 2015
Ron Lomax, associational missionary, 

Washington Madison Association, 
Fayetteville

*Jane Strike, layperson, member, Third 
Baptist Church, Malvern

ConvEntion progrAm CommittEE

Term to Expire in 2015
Andy Wilson, executive leader of 

ministry and operations, Cross 
Church, Springdale

FuturE SitES For thE AnnuAl mEEting

2017 Immanuel Baptist Church, Little 
Rock

2013 ConvEntion SErmon

Preacher: Larry Page, executive director, 
Ark. Faith and Ethics Council, Little 
Rock

Alternate: Mike Shy, pastor, East Side 
Baptist Church, Mountain Home

2012 ConvEntion nominAting 
CommittEE

Hugh Quimby, layperson, member, 
Immanuel Baptist Church, Warren

Clint Ritchie, pastor, First Baptist 
Church, Hampton

Phillip Runyan, pastor, Mount Olive 
Baptist Church, Arkadelphia

Mark Fischer, pastor, First Baptist 
Church, Hope

Gary Hunnicutt, layperson, member, 
First Baptist Church, Benton

Larry Lloyd, layperson, member, 
University Baptist Church, Fayetteville

Charles Hebert, pastor, First Baptist 
Church, DeQueen

Doug Hibbard, pastor, First Baptist 
Church, Almyra

Eric Moffett, pastor, First Baptist Church, 
Pocahontas

Ex-officio members
Greg Addison, pastor, First Baptist 

Church, Cabot
Jason Noel, pastor, East Side Baptist 

Church, Paragould

*Denotes second term
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such increase in a five-year plan to in-
crease the SBC portion by 1 percent. 
The convention is currently complet-
ing a similar five-year plan for 2008-
2012.

Additionally, the 2013 CP budget 
will reflect the first year of the con-
vention’s revised budget formula 
approved by messengers at the 2011 
annual meeting. 

The approved recommendations 
set forth in the formula – which will 
be in effect for the 2013-17 budget 
years – increase the percentage of 
funds (total receipts) forwarded to 
the SBC and divide state budget sur-
pluses with the SBC.

Greg Addison, pastor of First Bap-
tist Church, Cabot, is completing 
his first term as ABSC president and 
is expected to be re-elected to a sec-
ond term. As of press time, no other 
candidates had been announced for 
president.

Speakers during the meeting will 
be Michael Spradlin, president of 
Mid-America Baptist Theological 
Seminary, Cordova, Tenn.; Addison; 
Charles Fowler, senior pastor of Ger-
mantown Baptist Church, German-
town, Tenn.; John McCallum, pastor 
of First Baptist Church, Hot Springs; 
Gary Hollingsworth, pastor of Im-
manuel Baptist Church, Little Rock, 

and Emil Turner, ABSC executive di-
rector. Turner announced his inten-
tion to retire effective February 2013 
at the Aug. 2 meeting of the ABSC 
Executive Board.

Prior to the annual meeting, a 
number of meetings will take place 
Monday Oct. 29, including the 2012 
Pastors’ Conference, the Ministers’ 
Wives Network Conference, His-
panic Strategy Planning Meeting, 
Credentials Committee meeting, 
Missionary Parents Fellowship, As-
sociational Missionaries Fellowship, 
Innovative Church Planters meeting 
and a Hispanic worship service.

A chaplains’ breakfast will take 
place at 7 a.m., Tuesday Oct. 30 
prior to the first session of the an-
nual meeting.

Pastors’ Conference
Fan the Flame is the theme of the 

2012 Arkansas Pastors’ Conference 
set for 10 a.m., Monday, Oct. 29, at 
First Baptist Church, Cabot.

Don Chandler, pastor of Central 
Baptist Church, Conway, encouraged 
Arkansas Baptists to make every ef-
fort to attend so the inspiring mes-
sages and uplifting music shared can 
encourage them. 

“I have observed, through the 
years, as men of God gather for meet-
ings, services and conventions, that 
many of us come with broken hearts, 
crushed dreams and uncertain fu-
tures. Ministry, though exciting and 

rewarding, has a way of draining all 
of us,” said Chandler in a brochure 
about the event.

“Our speakers are great men of 
God who have been used to impact 
the times we live in,” he said, adding, 
“Our music will be Spirit-anointed, 
and our time together will be Spirit-
filled.”

2012 Pastors’ Conference speak-
ers include Bill Elliff, directional pas-
tor of The Summit Church, North 
Little Rock; Jack Graham, pastor of 
Prestonwood Baptist Church, Plano, 

continued from page one

MEETING

Top left to right, Bill Elliff, 
directional pastor of The 
Summit Church, North Little 
Rock; Jack Graham, pastor of 
Prestonwood Baptist Church, 
Plano, Texas; Bryan Loritts, lead 
pastor of Fellowship Memphis 
Church, Memphis, Tenn., and 
David Hankins, executive 
director of the Louisiana Baptist 
Convention will speak at this 
years pastors’ conference.

Elliff Graham

Lorrits Hankins

Texas; Bryan Loritts, lead pastor of 
Fellowship Memphis Church, Mem-
phis, Tenn., and David Hankins, 
executive director of the Louisiana 
Baptist Convention.

Darrell Spigner, worship leader at 
Central Baptist Church, Conway, will 
lead worship during the conference, 
which will feature the Central Baptist 
choir and orchestra.

For extensive coverage of the an-
nual meeting and related events and 
to access past stories, visit www.ar-
kansasbaptist.org/absc2012. 
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Contact nelle@arkansasbaptist.org, or call 800-838-
2272, ext. 5155, for special discounted rates.

October is Pastor Appreciation Month.
Honor your pastor with an ad
in the Arkansas Baptist News.

LARRY PAGE, Convention Reso-
lutions Committee chairman, has 
invited Arkansas Baptist messengers 
with proposed resolutions to send 
them to the committee for early 
review. Page is executive director 
of the Arkansas Faith and Ethics 
Council.

Anyone wanting to present a 
resolution to the committee should 
mail a copy of the proposed resolu-

Committee requests resolutions

Ministers’ wives
The Ministers Wives Network

conference will take place from 
9:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m., Monday, 
Oct. 29 in the fellowship hall of 
First Baptist Church, Cabot. The 
theme is In Our Shoes.

Rachel Lovingood of Long 
Hollow Baptist Church in Hen-
dersonville, Tenn., will serve as 
keynote speaker, and Jennifer 
Keenen of Fianna Hills Baptist 
Church, Fort Smith, will serve as 
worship leader.

To register, email Julie Beavers 
at juliekbeavers@gmail.com. Free 
childcare is available, but parents 
must preregister. For a childcare 
preregistration form, visit www.
absc.org.

Hispanic fellowship
The annual celebration of the 

Arkansas Hispanic Baptist Fel-
lowship will take place Monday, 
Oct. 29 in the chapel of First 
Baptist. Registration will begin at 
1 p.m., and the conference will 
take place from 1:30 to 4:35 p.m. 
A worship service will take place 
at 7 p.m. 

David Galván, pastor of Prim-

ABSC auxiliary meetings set
era Iglesia Bautista Nueva Vida in 
Dallas, will serve as speaker.

All Hispanic pastors and their 
wives are invited to attend. For 
more information, contact Fran-
cisco Gomez, Arkansas Baptist 
State Convention missions min-
istries team member, at 800-838-
2272, ext. 5149.

Other meetings
The Missionary Parents Fel-

lowship will take place at 3 p.m. 
Monday, Oct. 29, in Room 111 at 
First Baptist. The Associational 
Missionaries Fellowship will take 
place at 5 p.m. Monday, Oct. 29, 
in the fellowship hall. And the In-
novative Church Planters group 
will meet at 5 p.m., Monday, Oct. 
29 in Room 103.

A chaplain’s breakfast will be 
held at 7 a.m., Tuesday, Oct. 30 
in the fellowship hall. 

The Dinner/Dialog for Youth 
Pastors will be held at 4:30 p.m., 
Tuesday, Oct. 30, in the fellow-
ship hall. 

And the Cooperative Program 
Breakfast will be held at 7:15 
a.m., Wednesday, Oct. 31 in the 
fellowship hall.

tion to the Arkansas Baptist State 
Convention, Attn: Vera Clancy, 10 
Remington Drive, Little Rock, AR 
72204, by Monday, Oct. 15. Pro-
posed resolutions may also be sub-
mitted at the convention until 10 
a.m., Tuesday, Oct. 30.

The published convention sched-
ule calls for resolutions to be con-
sidered during the morning session 
Wednesday, Oct. 31.

Baptist schools plan events
Ouachita Baptist University

Reception, 3:30 p.m., Tuesday, 
Oct. 30: First Baptist Church, 
Cabot, Room 111.

Williams Baptist College
Reception, 8:30 p.m., Tuesday, 

Oct. 30: First Baptist Church, 
Cabot, The Commons Cup.

Mid-America Seminary
Luncheon, noon, Tuesday, Oct. 

30: First Baptist Church, Cabot, 
Room 111. 

Reservations requested by Oct. 
1. Contact Shay Caldwell, 501-455-
3474 or scaldwell@gsfbc.org.

New Orleans Seminary
Luncheon, noon, Tuesday, Oct. 

30: First Baptist Church, Cabot, 
Room 105. 

Reservations required by Oct. 
16. Contact Charity Gardner, 800-
838-2272, ext. 5137, or cgardner@
absc.org.

Southwestern Seminary
Luncheon, noon, Tuesday, Oct. 

30: First Baptist Church, Cabot, fel-
lowship hall. 

Reservations are not required 
but are appreciated. Contact Mike 
Lumpkin, 479-442-5312 or mlump-
kin@ubcfayetteville.org. 

Convention committees 
filled by Arkansans
Credentials Committee

Chris Sims (chairman), pastor, 
Pilgrims Rest Baptist Church, Bates-
ville

Tracy Archibald, pastor, Unity 
Baptist Church, Paragould

Andy Brown, pastor, Elliott Bap-
tist Church, Camden

Joe Garner, associational mission-
ary, Arkansas Valley Baptist Associa-
tion, West Helena

Steve Walter, pastor, Second Bap-
tist Church, Jacksonville

Resolutions Committee
Larry Page (chairman), Arkansas 

Faith and Ethics Council executive 
director, Little Rock

Ferrel Duffel, pastor, First Baptist 
Church, Manila

Mike Fowler, pastor, Floral Bap-
tist Church, Floral

Ty Huitt, pastor, Lake Ouachita 
Baptist Church, Mount Ida

Kelly Jones, pastor, First Baptist 
Church, Harrisburg

Larry White, pastor, First Baptist 
Church, Cherokee Village

Order of Business Committee
Don Blackmore (chairman), dis-

cipleship minister, Central Baptist 
Church, Jonesboro

Jonathan Curtis, teaching pastor, 

First Baptist Church, Little Rock
Dick Avey, associate pastor, First 

Baptist Church, Cabot

Parliamentarians
Dan Raines (chairman), layper-

son, Russellville
Bruce Swihart, pastor, Barcelona 

Road Baptist Church, Hot Springs 
Village

Stan Ballard, pastor, Nettleton 
Baptist Church, Jonesboro

Tellers Committee
Tim Noel (chairman), pastor, 

Trinity Baptist Church, Searcy
Tony Criswell, pastor, Sugarloaf 

Baptist Church, Heber Springs
David McCord, pastor, First Bap-

tist Church, Mena
David Mitchell, pastor, Mount 

Carmel Baptist Church, Cabot
Gary Mitchell, pastor, Harlan 

Park Baptist Church, Conway
David Richey, pastor, Immanuel 

Baptist Church, Warren
Clint Ritchie, pastor, First Baptist 

Church, Hampton
David Rogers, pastor, First Baptist 

Church, Biscoe
Gene Tanner, pastor, First Baptist 

Church, Oppelo
Frank Thurman, pastor, Calvary 

Baptist Church, Benton
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C l a s s i f i e d s
PASTOR

Shiloh Memorial Baptist Church in Texarkana is 
seeking applications for the position senior pas-
tor. Please send resumes to Pastor Search Commit-
tee, 9143 U.S. Hwy. 82 East, Texarkana, AR 71854.

Small, rural church is seeking bi-vocational 
pastor. Respond to toltecchurch@sbcglobal.net, 
or mail at 1139 Toltec Road, Scott, AR 72142. Web-
site is www.toltecchurch.com.

Casa First Baptist Church is seeking a “God-sent” 
bi-vocational pastor. We furnish an attractive 
2,400-square-foot brick home on two wooded 
acres and a modest salary. Please furnish resumes 
to johnandnancy@arkwest.com or call 479-477-
2900. 

River Road Baptist Church in Redfield is seeking 
a part-time pastor. Resumes to P.O. Box 161, 
Redfield, AR 72132 or river013@centurytel.net. 
501-397-2576.

Vimy Ridge Immanuel is looking for a bi-voca-
tional pastor. Send resume to 12214 Germania 
Road, Alexander, AR 72202.

Emmanuel BC in Blytheville is seeking a godly 
pastor to minister to our church and commu-
nity. Send resumes to Emmanuel BC at 4315 No. 
City Road 535, Blytheville, AR 72315, ATTN: Pulpit 
Committee.

Calvary Baptist Church in West Siloam Springs, 
Okla., is accepting resumes for bi-vocational 
pastor. Send resume to Pastor Search Commit-
tee, Calvary Baptist Church, 7727 Cedar Dr., West 
Siloam Springs, OK 74338.

OTHER STAFF POSITIONS

First Baptist Church of Bay is seeking a part-
time student pastor. Send resumes to P.O. Box 
190, ATTN: Search Committee, Bay, AR 72411 or 
email fbcbay@suddenlink.net.

Clinton FBC is seeking a full-time music, ed-
ucation and senior adult minister. Please 

Evangelist CW Blood, a member of 
FBC Searcy, is  available for revivals, 
pulpit supply any evangelistic event 

outside of the church setting for your 
community you would like to do, 

retreats or any special event. 
Phone 501-827-3580 or 
email cw.blood@att.net

send resumes to P.O. Box 1340, Clinton, AR 72031.
Calvary Baptist Church, Little Rock, is receiving 

resumes for a full-time student minister. Re-
sumes may be sent to Search Committee, Calvary 
Baptist Church, 5700 Cantrell Road, Little Rock, AR 
72207.

Brookland Baptist Church of Brookland is 
searching for a part-time worship pastor 
for our blended service. Please send resumes to 
Brookland Baptist Church, Attn: Worship Pas-
tor Search Committee, 200 N. Oak Brookland, AR 
72417. Interested parties may find our website 
www.brooklandchurch.com helpful.

Full-time associate pastor of worship 
and discipleship: Poplar Heights Baptist Church 
in Jackson, Tenn., is seeking an experienced minis-
ter with God-given gifts to fill the dual role of wor-
ship pastor and discipleship pastor. This person will 
organize and oversee the blended-style worship 
services. He must be able to lead worship, praise 
team and sanctuary choir. He will provide leader-
ship for Sunday school, all discipleship opportuni-
ties and give oversight to the children’s ministry 
area. Please email resumes to Pastor Robert Mor-
gan at robert@poplarheights.com or mail them to 
Poplar Heights Baptist Church, 1980 Hollywood 
Drive, Jackson, TN 38305.

Hayti First Baptist Church is seeking a full-
time youth pastor. Please send resume by 
Sept. 30 to Youth Pastor Search Committee, Hayti 
FBC, 201 E. Lincoln, Hayti, MO 63851 or email to 
haytifbc@gmail.com.

WANTED - energetic, enthusiastic minister 
of music for a medium-sized Southern Baptist 
church. Music degree and keyboard experience a 
plus, but not a requirement. Salary commensu-
rate with education and experience. Please send 
resume and DVD (if available) of performance 
and interaction with congregation to First Baptist 
Church, 330 N. Kennedy, Booneville, AR 72927, 
Attn. Music Search Committee.  

First Baptist Church, Morrilton, is seeking an in-

terim minister of music, pursuing a blended 
worship style. Send resume with references to 200 
E. Church Street, Morrilton, AR 72110 or fbc-morril-
ton@suddenlinkmail.com.

Levy Church is seeking a full-time minister 
of education/administrator. Resumes to 
Steven Tiner, 3501 Pike Avenue, North Little Rock, 
AR 72118.

 Walnut Valley Baptist Church is seeking a pas-
tor of student ministries. Position is full-time 
with benefits. Send resume to WVBC, 1698 N. Hwy. 
7, Hot Springs, AR 71909 or email to tforrest@
cablelynx.com.

Carey Baptist Association, Fordyce, is seeking an 
associational missionary to assist churches to 
impact central Arkansas and the world for Christ. 
Send inquiries and resume with references to lri-
ley@absc.org. Applications accepted until Monday, 
Sept. 10.

 Calvary Baptist, Neosho, Mo., is seeking a full-
time student pastor. Send resume to mail@
calvaryofneosho.com. Attention: Student Pastor 
Recognition Team by Sept. 23, 2012.

The Mid-South Baptist Association is prayer-
fully seeking a director of missions. Send 
resume by Oct. 15, 2012, to 6896 U.S. Hwy. 70, 
Bartlett, TN 38133 or email to domsearchteam@
msbac.org. Mid-South Baptist Association is a re-
gional association made up of over 160 ethnically 
diverse churches with a total membership of over 
60,000 resident members from Tennessee, Missis-
sippi, Arkansas and Kentucky. We are a fellowship 
of Southern Baptist churches committed to the 
Great Commission. In order to fulfill this mission, 
our operational emphases are: (1) Church Planting 
and Revitalization, (2) Church Leadership Develop-
ment, (3) Church Mobilization and (4) Association-
al Resource Development. MSBA is an independent 
and sovereign association in itself and respects the 
autonomy of the local congregation. We conform to 
the doctrine, policy and practice as expressed in the 
current “Baptist Faith and Message.”

MISCELLANEOUS

Wanted: 40-year-old anthem from Ouachita 
music camp. Searching for “Ten Lepers” from 1965-
1971. “There were ten lepers close by the road, 
bent and crooked like swollen toads. ” Contact Dr. 
Barbara Bell, Goshen Baptist Church, Leland, N.C., 
at goshenbc@aol.com.

T-211-1 series HAMMOND Organ - the-
atre voice presets - first solid-state tonebar spinet 
- string bass - variable repeat percussion - ad-
ditive percussion plus volume soft tab, brilliance 
tab, earphone jack, special receptacle, dimensions: 
45”W, 25”D, 44 1/2” H, with music rack. Weight: 
235 pounds with bench. Music power output:  34 
watts, with drawbars and added rhythm rail. Con-
tact Donna Faulkner cell: 501-993-8391. 

 40 padded church pews in good condition 
for sale, $200 each. 501-825-7247 or 615-636-
4921.

85 Ford bus, 23 passenger, $2500. 501-868-
5204, John McIntire.

To list classifieds, contact Nelle 
at 501-376-4791, ext. 5155.

Seventeen members of First Baptist Church, Warren, traveled to Lawrence, Kansas, the last week 
of July to minister with North American missionaries John Gaskin and Daniel Goombi.  Ministries 
included delivering backpacks and school supplies provided by the churches of Bartholomew Baptist 
Association to the Prairie Band Potawatomi Nation Reservation, along with more than 100 “salvation 
dolls” handmade by the ladies’ sewing ministry at First Baptist.  The team also worked at Haskell 
Indian Nations University in Lawrence to help prepare dorms for the beginning of the fall semester.  
Both projects complement the ministries of Gaskin and Goombi to Native American students and 
families.

Warren members on mission in Kansas
Debbie Trammell (right), member of First Baptist 
Church, Lowell, gives a haircut to fellow church 
member Jessieca Russell during a Back to School 
Fair hosted by the church Aug. 9. Through the 
initiative, the church was able to share Christ’s 
love with area children. More than 200 back-
packs filled with school supplies were distrib-
uted to children from Lowell and surrounding 
communities. In addition, 46 haircuts were 
given, and many hotdogs were served.

Back to school fair

Visit the Arkansas Baptist News online at www.arkansasbaptist.org
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Church life

Obituaries

Life Line Baptist Church, Little 
Rock, will host Kevin Ezell, presi-
dent of the North American Mission 
Board, during their Sept. 30 morn-
ing worship service as part of the 
church’s 100th anniversary celebra-
tion. A reception will follow from 

L.B. Jordan, 80, died Aug. 3.  
Born in Malvern, 
he was a Southern 
Baptist minister for 
more than 50 years, 
pastoring churches in 
Texas and Arkansas, 
including First Bap-

1:30 to 3:30 p.m. for area pastors 
and church members who would 
like to meet Ezell.

Berry Street Baptist Church, 
Springdale, will celebrate its 60th 
anniversary from 10 a.m. to noon 
Sept. 23.

Dallas Avenue Baptist Church, 
Mena, will hold a Bible conference 

Sept. 23-25. Toby Talley, Arkansas 
Baptist State Convention (ABSC) 
evangelism and church growth team 
member, will preach the morning 
message Sunday, Sept. 23. The con-
ference will continue at 6:45 p.m. 
each night Sept. 24-25, with speak-
ers Grant Ethridge, senior pastor of 
Liberty Baptist Church, Hampton, 
Va., and former ABSC president; 
and Archie Mason, pastor of Cen-
tral Baptist Church, Jonesboro. 

Nettleton Baptist Church, Jones-
boro, will host Dannah Gresh’s Se-
cret Keeper Girl Live! the Pajama 
Party Tour! from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. 
Sept. 18 for girls ages 8-12. The 
mother/daughter event will focus 
on true beauty, biblical modesty and 
vibrant purity.

First Baptist Church, Little 
Rock, will host Chris August in con-
cert at 6 p.m. Sept. 16.

First Baptist Church, Little 
Rock, will host Josh Wilson in con-
cert at 6 p.m. Oct. 7.

tist Church, Glenwood, and Caddo 
Valley Baptist Church, Arkadelphia. 
He was director of missions for Red 
River Baptist Association and retired 
from the Arkansas Baptist State Con-
vention where he served as director 
of the church leadership depart-
ment. He was preceded in death by 
his parents, two brothers and one 
sister. Survivors include his wife of 
63 years, Nancy Ruth Beard Jordan; 
one son; two daughters; one brother; 
six grandchildren; two great-grand-
children, and a number of other rela-
tives. A celebration of life service was 
held Aug. 6 at First Baptist Church 
in Wake Village, Texas. Burial took 
place at Chapelwood Memorial Gar-
dens near Texarkana, Texas.

Henry Donald Ap-
plegate, 88, died Aug. 
3. He served as South-
ern Baptist minister 
for more than 60 years 
and pastored church-
es in Mississippi and 
Arkansas, including 

Leonard Street Baptist Church, Hot 
Springs, and  North Tenth Street 
Baptist Church, Blytheville. He was 
a World War II veteran who received 
multiple Bronze Star Medals. He was 
preceded in death by his parents and 
two brothers. Survivors include his 
wife, Josephine Applegate; two sons; 
seven grandchildren, and two great-
grandchildren. A graveside service 
was held at Arkansas State Veterans 
Cemetery in North Little Rock Aug. 
10 with full military honors by VFW 
Post 2278. A memorial service fol-
lowed at Lake Valley Community 
Church, Hot Springs.  

Submit your church 
news to the 

Arkansas Baptist News 
by emailing Jessica 

Vanderpool at jessica@
arkansasbaptist.org 

or by calling 800-838-
2272, ext. 5153.
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I t was not long after coming to 
Lamar Baptist Church, Lamar, to 

serve as pastor that my family and I 
were blessed by purchasing a home. 
It was far from new, being 107 years 
old, but it was exactly what the Lord 
wanted us to have. However, some-
times what the Lord wants us to have 
requires much effort on our part.

What began as an attic renova-
tion turned into simply building a 
new house on top of the one we had 
just purchased. In order to make this 
home ours – so as to fit a family of 
five – we had to tear out and dis-
card a lot of old materials that had 
been used in the construction of 

Living in a new household

But when you pray, go into your 
private room, shut your door, 

and pray to your Father who is in 
secret. And your 
Father who sees in 
secret will reward 
you” (Matt. 6:6, 
HCSB).

Prayer is commu-
nication with the 
Savior, who is at the 
right hand of the 
Father. I have often 
wondered what dis-
cussions our prayers 
have started be-
tween the Son and the Father since 

both hear them and respond. Of 
course, He knows what we will pray 
even before we vocalize our thoughts 

or requests. But it 
would be interest-
ing to know the 
completed pro-
cess between ask-
ing and answering 
that takes place.

I remember 
when I first took 
the “MasterLife” 
d i s c i p l e s h i p 
course. For 18 
weeks, we studied 

how to pray and built our prayer 

journal. Then, on the 18th week, 
we were entered into our rooms and 
were instructed to pray until we were 
done. I thought this would take 30 
minutes to an hour. Four-and-a-half 
hours later I was still not finished. 
You could feel the power electrify 
the classrooms as we continued an-
other 3.5 hours. 

When you realize that most 
Christians spend less than 5 min-
utes daily in prayer, and that’s in-
cluding at mealtime, it is no won-
der our spiritual lives are in a mess. 
Most of us spend more time on the 
computer writing emails to friends 
and family than we do on our knees 

before the Father.
I remember visiting Mr. B., a 

member of one of the churches I 
pastored. I knew that I needed to 
visit him before 2 p.m. because 
that was when he would go to his 
bedroom and shut the door for his 
prayer time. He would emerge an 
hour later to have coffee with his 
wife. He was one of my prayer war-
riors. I was by his bedside when he 
passed, and he took my hand and 
looked heavenward and said, “Pas-
tor, if I could describe to you what I 
am seeing now!” Such is the reward 
for a praying man! I look forward to 
seeing him again.

Right motives

W e love to have people over in 
our home, and we love to be 

in the homes of others. We share 
meals and play a game around the 
kitchen table. One of the favorite 
games we play is a domino game 
called “Train.”

I have noticed that, in every home 
we visit, others play “Train” a little 
differently than we do. Whichever 
home we are in, we play according 
to their rules. It would be completely 
inappropriate for us to play in some-
one else’s home and put up a fuss 
if we didn’t play according to our 
rules. If we did that, then we might 
not be invited back to play again – 
hence a breaking of the fellowship 

we were attempting to build.
As children of God, we are “play-

ing dominoes” in an unholy land. 
While we should not let our holi-
ness (1 Pet 1:16) be overtaken by the 
“fleshly lusts” spoken of in 1 Peter 
2:11, we should also abstain from 
forcing our “rules” on others. Now 
that is very difficult to do, especially 
when we know that we are right in 
how we play the game. According to 
1 Peter 2:12, the inhabitants of this 
world we are passing through should 
see how we “play” and glorify God 
by accepting His invitation to join 
the game.

Unless we “abstain from fleshly 
lusts” (1 Pet. 2:11), we cannot pro-

duce “good works” (1 Pet. 2:12). 
So what needs to happen is for us 
to “submit” to 
worldly author-
ity for the “Lord’s 
sake” (1 Pet. 2:13). 
There are many 
who have great 
difficulty with 
submitting to 
worldly authority. 
It is very difficult 
at times, but there 
is a difference be-
tween submitting 
to worldly authority and condoning 
it or compromising with it. 

When it becomes too difficult to 

submit and we forget that our liberty 
in Christ is not “for a cloak of ma-

liciousness” (1 Pet. 
2:16), remember 
how Jesus reacted to 
an oppressive gov-
ernment. He never 
organized a rally 
against Rome; He 
never went around 
gathering signa-
tures for a petition 
against the Roman 
government – He 
rendered unto Cae-

sar what was Caesar’s and rendered 
unto God what was God’s. That is 
liberty.

Living as strangers

Tolerance! Tolerance!” is the 
heart cry of our society today. 

“We should all love 
one another and 
not be judgmen-
tal,” the crowds 
exclaim. It would 
seem the first part 
of Matthew 7 is ex-
pressing the same 
thing until you 
examine it deeper. 
This passage must 
be put in context 
with the following 
passage of Mat-
thew 7:13-23 (HCSB), where Jesus 
says, “Beware of false prophets.” It is 

evident; therefore, that Jesus wanted 
us to use some type of evaluation of 

people in relation-
ship to the Body 
of Christ. So how 
do we view this di-
lemma?

First, Jesus warns 
us not to be harsh 
or unjust in our 
criticism of men’s 
motives. Every be-
liever has the right 
to test others by 
their fruits (Mat-
thew 7:16-20). Re-

cently, our society brought this into 
view when it criticized a major fast-

food chain for its Christian values. 
Their cry of tolerance challenged the 
right of a Christian to judge society 
by the standards of the Christian 
faith. Do we have the right to judge 
others by that standard? Absolutely. 
But we must also judge our lives by 
the same standard.

We have the right to test the fruits 
of those who would call themselves 
Christian but do not uphold the 
Christian values revealed in God’s 
Word. We have a right to challenge 
the opinion of a worldview that does 
not espouse Christian values as long 
as we do it in love and with an eye of 
offering redemption through Christ. 
This passage also challenges the 

Christian in the area of his witness. 
“Don’t give what is Holy” (Matt. 

7:6) refers to the meat the priest 
takes off the altar; “pearls” (Matt.7:6) 
typify biblical truths found in the 
Word of God. While the gospel is to 
be preached in the entire world, we 
must not carelessly preach the deep-
er truths to a nonreceptive society. 
Only as the Holy Spirit draws and 
creates change through salvation can 
one understand the depths of the 
Word of God.

Matthew 7:12 sums up the Chris-
tians walk in today’s world: “There-
fore, whatever you want others to do 
for you, do also the same for them 
– this is the Law and the Prophets.” 

Right relationships
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SEptEmBEr 23, 2012

John C. Griffin
pastor

Lamar Baptist, Lamar

Scripture passage:
1 Peter 2:11-17
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Howard Kisor Jr.
associational missionary

Arkansas River Valley Association

Scripture passages:
Matthew 6:1-13, 16-18
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SEptEmBEr 23, 2012

Howard Kisor Jr.
associational missionary

Arkansas River Valley Association

Scripture passage:
Matthew 7:1-12

the house. These things had to go 
in order to make way for the new 
construction.

The Lord wants to do some spiri-
tual construction on us in order to 
fit the new inhabitant (1 Cor. 6:19, 
KJV: “Know ye not that your body 
is the temple of the Holy Ghost”). 
In order for this work to take place, 
there are some things that need to 
be laid aside as Peter instructs us in 
1 Peter 2:1. Malice, guile, hypocri-
sies, envies and evil speakings must 
be discarded to make room for the 
new.

As I removed old lumber from 
our house, I burned it instead of 

storing it in the barn and taking 
up valuable space with something I 
would never use 
and that would 
be useless to me 
if I tried. That 
old 100-plus-year-
old wood was so 
brash that I could 
hardly drive a nail 
in it anyway. It was 
much better to do 
away with it and 
replace it with the 
new spruce and pine lumber, which 
was much more gracious to my at-
tempts at carpentry.

There were times I regretted 
burning those materials, but as I 

continue to work, I 
grow in my “desire” 
for good materials – 
just as we, who are 
Christ’s workman-
ship (Eph. 2:10), 
should “desire the 
sincere milk of the 
word” (1 Pet. 2:2) 
so that we can grow 
up in the grace and 
knowledge of Jesus 

Christ and be a “spiritual house” 
(1 Pet. 2:5) that causes everyone to 
know who lives there.

ExplorE thE BiBlE

SEptEmBEr 16, 2012

John C. Griffin
pastor

Lamar Baptist, Lamar

Scripture passage:
1 Peter 2:1-10
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Associational annual meetings schedule
Association
Arkansas River Valley
Arkansas Valley
Ashley County

Bartholomew
Big Creek
Black River
Buckner
Buckville
Caddo River
Calvary
Carey
Caroline
Centennial
Central
Clear Creek
Concord
Conway-Perry
Current-Gaines
Delta
Faulkner
Garland County

Greene County
Harmony

Date
Oct. 9
Oct. 22
Oct. 16

Oct. 22
Oct. 19
Oct. 16
Oct. 17
Oct. 14
Oct. 14
Oct. 16
Oct. 22
Oct. 9
Oct. 15
Oct. 25
Oct. 9
Oct. 9
Oct. 20
Oct. 16
Oct. 14
Oct. 18
Oct. 9

Oct. 16
Oct. 15

Place/Time
First Baptist, Russellville, 4:30 p.m.
First Baptist, Marianna
First Baptist, North Crossett, 4:15 p.m., 
6:45 p.m.
First Baptist, Monticello, 6:45 p.m.
First Baptist, Mammoth Springs
Diaz Baptist, Newport, 4 p.m., 7 p.m.
James Fork Baptist, Hartford, 7 p.m.
Mount Tabor Baptist, Jessieville, 2 p.m.
Lake Ouachita Baptist, Mount Ida
Temple Baptist, Searcy
Calvary Baptist, Camden
Lonoke Baptist, Lonoke, 3 p.m., 6:30 p.m.
Faith Baptist, DeWitt
Highland Heights Baptist, Benton
Concord Baptist, Van Buren
Grand Avenue Baptist, Fort Smith
Second Baptist, Perryville
First Baptist, Pocahontas, 3p.m.
Bellaire Baptist, Dermott, 6 p.m.
Central Baptist, Conway
Lakeside Baptist, Hot Springs, 3 p.m., 
6 p.m.
First Baptist, Rector
Central Baptist, Pine Bluff

Association
Independence

Liberty

Little Red River
Little River
Mississippi County
Mt. Zion
North Arkansas
North Central

North Pulaski

Northwest
Ouachita

Pulaski
Red River
Rocky Bayou
Southwest Arkansas
Tri-County
Trinity

Washington Madison
White River

Date
Oct. 15

Oct. 21

Oct. 15
Oct. 8
Oct. 22
Oct. 16
Oct. 9
Oct. 8

Sept. 24

Oct. 22
Oct. 15

Oct. 9
Oct. 21
Oct. 18
Oct. 18
Oct. 22
Oct. 15

Oct. 22
Oct. 15

Place/Time
Fellowship Baptist, Batesville, 2:30 p.m., 
4:15 p.m., 6:30 p.m.
Beech Springs Camp and Conference 
Center, Louann
First Baptist, Quitman, 4 p.m., 7 p.m.
First Baptist, Hicks
First Baptist, Manila 
Central Baptist, Jonesboro
Bear Creek Springs, Harrison 
Pee Dee Baptist, Clinton, 5 p.m., 
7 p.m.
North Pulaski Baptist Association Center, 
North Little Rock
Lakeview Baptist, Cave Springs, 6:30 p.m.
First Baptist, Gillham, 3:30 p.m., 
6:30 p.m.
Immanuel Baptist, Little Rock, 11:45 a.m.
First Baptist, Arkadelphia, 3:30 p.m.
First Baptist, Ash Flat, 6:30 p.m.
First Baptist, Lewisville 
Emmanuel Baptist, Forrest City, 2:30 p.m.
Maple Grove Baptist, Trumann, 3 p.m., 
7 p.m.
University Baptist, Fayetteville, 4:30 p.m.
First Baptist, Flippin, 4 p.m.

Information provided by the Arkansas Baptist State Convention.
The staff of the Arkansas Baptist News is available to attend your association’s annual meeting. Contact jessica@arkansasbaptist.org.

For more information, email Jessica Vanderpool at
jessica@arkansasbaptist.org or call 800-838-2272, ext. 5153.

Published by Arkansas Baptist News, Arkansas 
Christian Parent will be a full color magazine that 
will be distributed to as many as 50,000 homes 
throughout Arkansas. This new publication 
will give Christian parents helpful and practical 
information, as well as encouragement in their 
roles as parents. Arkansas Baptist churches 
may request copies for outreach.

For more information, email Jessica Vanderpool at

Christian Parent will be a full color magazine that 

Available October!
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Arkansas Baptist News
P.O. Box 552 

Little Rock, AR  72203

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

The Arkansas Baptist News offers subscription plans at 
three rates for the printed edition and three rates for the 
ABN Now, the digital edition:

■ The Every Resident Family Plan offers churches a 
premium rate when they send the ABN to all their resi-
dent households. Resident families are calculated to be at 
least one-fourth of the church’s Sunday school enrollment. 
Churches who send only to members who request a sub-
scription do not qualify for this lower rate of $7.75 per year 
(print) and $4 (digital) for each subscription.

■  The Group Plan allows church members to receive a 
discount when 10 or more individuals send their subscrip-
tions together through their local church. Subscribers pay 

$8.75 per year (print) and $5 (digital). 
■  Individual subscriptions may be purchased at the rate 

of $11 per year (print) and $6 (digital).
Changes of address by individuals may be made with the 

address label above.
When inquiring about a subscription by mail, please 

include the address label. Individuals also may call the ABN 
at 501-376-4791, ext. 5153, or toll-free in state at 800-838-
2272. Be prepared to provide code line information printed 
on the mailing label.

Individual subscriptions for both editions may be pur-
chased at www.arkansasbaptist.org. Please call the ABN of-
fice to discuss church plans. 

Subscriber services

Arkansas Baptist News: 
Your partner in ministry

Go to www.arkansasbaptist.org to subscribe 
to the ABN or call 800-838-2272, ext. 5153

The ABN is committed to telling the story of 
God’s work among His people in the Natural 
State. The ABN provides subscribers with news, 
features and other important information they 
need to know. Church, group and individual 
plans are available to meet the needs of any 
budget. Additionally, the ABN can publish your 
church newsletter – saving you time and money! 
For more information, call the number below or 
visit www.arkansasbaptist.org/subscribe.

Access the Arkansas Baptist 
News on your mobile device!
The ABN is on the Web with breaking news, 
special online exclusives, multimedia content 
and much more. Visit www.arkansasbaptist.org 
on your PC or mobile device.
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