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Arkansas Baptist and Holocaust survivor Ingrid Holleman holds a photograph of herself (second from right) in World War II Germany, an area 
which is now part of Poland. The photo was taken shortly before Holleman and her mother were taken to Auschwitz. Photo by Jessica Vanderpool

Surviving Auschwitz

Ark. Baptist shares Holocaust story
Jessica Vanderpool
Arkansas Baptist News

SEARCY – It should have been 
an innocent conversation between 
friends – a man’s supposition 
about who would lose the war, 
his plan to send his family out of 
the country for safety. But in 1943 
Germany, Valentin Kopka’s com-
ments – even to his best friend – 
might as well have been a death 
sentence.

That night, the Gestapo (Ger-
man secret police) were banging on 
Kopka’s door. They took him, his 
wife and their 3-year-old daughter 
to their headquarters in town. At 
first, the Gestapo wanted to shoot 
Kopka. He was, after all, considered 
a traitor. But because he was one 
of the few men not fighting in the 
war – and therefore needed for his 
work as an electric engineer – they 
agreed to let him live. His wife and 
daughter, however, they would take 

for “safekeeping.” 
And in the minds of the Nazis, 

“safekeeping” was Auschwitz con-
centration camp.

Ingrid Holleman – then Ingrid 
Kopka – was just 3-and-a-half years 
old when she and her mother, 
Viktoria Kopka, entered the broad 
iron gates of Auschwitz I, gates in-
scribed with the German phrase 
meaning, “Work makes (you) 

Restoration, 
revival, prayer 
SBC ‘14 focus
BALTIMORE – “Restoration and 
revival through prayer” is the theme 
of the Southern Baptist Convention 
(SBC) 2014 Annual Meeting June 
10-11 in Baltimore, SBC President 
Fred Luter announced.

“We have not had a theme that 
focused on prayer and revival for 
many years,” said Luter, pastor of 
Franklin Avenue Baptist Church in 
New Orleans. “I pray that God will 
send revival across America and par-
ticularly among Southern Baptists.”

Psalm 80:18-19 is Luter’s selec-
tion as the biblical text to support 
the theme: “Then we will not turn 
away from You; revive us, and we 
will call on Your name. Restore us, 
Yahweh, the God of Hosts; look on 
us with favor, and we will be saved” 
(HCSB).

Luter will preach during the June 
10 evening session, marking his last 
presidential address.

No other business will be present-
ed or discussed in the evening ses-
sion, adhering to last year’s annual 
meeting format, said David Smith, 
chairman of the SBC Committee 
on Order of Business and executive 
director of the Austin Baptist Asso-
ciation in Texas.

“It obviously had such a great re-
sponse last year that we decided we 
wanted to do it again,” Smith said of 
the evening session. “We just think 
it’s going to bring back something 
that folks go to convention for – to 
hear the Word, to be inspired and 
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OUR CHURCHES

Otter Creek Community Church merges, launches 

See OTTER CREEK page 3

Caleb Yarbrough
Arkansas Baptist News

LITTLE ROCK – March 2 was a 
time of celebration for Southern 
Baptists – a celebration of how God 
has brought together people from 
all walks of life to make an impact 
on the Otter Creek community for 
Christ. 

It was the day Otter Creek Com-
munity Church (OCCC) held an of-
ficial launch with a special Sunday 
morning service. The launch also 
marked OCCC’s merger with Otter 
Creek First Baptist Church.

Beginnings
Paul Midkiff, member of Otter 

Creek First Baptist Church, 
shared a brief history of the 
church during the service.

Otter Creek First Bap-
tist Church started as a 
mission church of the Pu-
laski County Baptist As-
sociation (PCBA) and 
Forrest Highlands Baptist 
Church in 1981. The con-
gregation originally began 
meeting at the Otter Creek Club-
house and became known as Otter 
Creek Chapel; 17 months later the 

church was constituted.
Following Otter Creek First 

Baptist’s constitution, the 
congregation began rais-
ing money in order to 
build a church building 
on a 7.9-acre plot of land 
that had been purchased 
by PCBA in 1978. Twenty 
families pledged more than 
$100,000 to be given over a 
three-year period.

Construction on First 
Baptist’s church building began in 
the summer of 1983. Much of the 
labor was provided by members of 

the church and by volunteers from 
Texas, which helped keep the cost of 
the building low.

The first services in the new 
building were held on March 11, 
1984. However, the building was not 
fully completed at that time. In the 
next few years, the congregation not 
only completed the structure, but 
also upgraded certain areas to bet-
ter facilitate ministry opportunities. 
Upgrades to the kitchen, fellowship 
hall, restrooms, classrooms and rou-
tine maintenance such as repainting 

Bell
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First fashion show raises $39,000 for ABCHomes
Stella Prather
ABCHomes

COUNTLESS needy and neglected 
Arkansas children and teens were 
given an opportunity last weekend 
to one day have a new, safe and lov-
ing home, thanks, in part, to hun-
dreds of generous Arkansans.  

The first-ever Modeling for a Mir-
acle Fashion Show lit up Immanuel 
Baptist Church of Little Rock March 
7 and Park Hill Baptist Church of 
North Little Rock March 8, raising 
nearly $39,000 that will help in the 
construction of a new family home 
for boys at the Arkansas Baptist 
Home for Children in Monticello. 
The Baptist Home is a ministry of 
the Arkansas Baptist Children’s 
Homes and 
Family Min-
istries (AB-
CHomes).

During the 
charity galas, 
smiles, cheers 
and waves 
were abun-
dant as 23 
models strut-
ted down the 
catwalk.  The 
show featured 
15 preteen 
and teenage 
models from 
the Monticel-
lo home wear-
ing spring fashions donated by Belk 
of Little Rock. The Mike Akin fam-
ily of Monticello donated shoes for 
each Baptist Home model. Another 

six volunteer models with ties to AB-
CHomes and a former resident and 
her daughter also took part in the 
event.

“This was one of the most fun 
events I’ve ever been involved in,” 
shared Laura,* a Baptist Home 
resident. “Thanks to everyone who 
made it possible.”

The Fashion Show was put on by 
the ABCHomes Women’s Volun-
teer Board (WVB) and was proudly 
sponsored by many donors, includ-
ing the Steve Landers family of Little 
Rock and First Baptist Church of 
Bentonville. More than 100 volun-
teers helped in hair and makeup, 
decorating, serving the meals and 
cleanup.

“Both evenings were extraordi-
nary,” said 
Sarah Cook, 
WVB chair-
man. “We are 
very thankful 
for the many, 
many people 
who made 
these events a 
success.”

Serving as 
masters of cer-
emonies were 
Scott Inman, 
local Little 
Rock T V 
personality, 
and Kristen 
Glover, Miss 

Arkansas 2011. The duo charmed 
the crowd with their wit and light-
heartedness with the ABCHomes 
resident models.

Addressing attendees, Inman 
said, “These kids could not choose 
the families in which they were born 
any more than our children could 
choose their families. But, they de-
serve the same excellence as our 
own children. The current Senior 
Boys and Intermediate Boys fam-
ily homes are over 50 years old and 
have housed hundreds of children. 
They are in dire condition and need 
to be replaced. They have been re-
modeled numerous times, and the 
time is now to have a miracle in 
Monticello and build a new, state-
of-the-art family home.”

A highlight of the event was a 
testimony by ABCHomes alumna 
Stephanie Dunfee, a business owner 
in Bentonville. She shared how 
ABCHomes helped her fulfill her 
dream of receiving a bachelor’s de-
gree in apparel studies from the Uni-
versity of Arkansas at Fayetteville 
and take part in a summer intern-
ship at Leun Thai, a production/
design company in New York City. 

“The Baptist Home changed my 
life. ... It is because of generous peo-
ple like yourselves that I was able to 
leave a difficult home situation, ... 
live at the Baptist Home and then 
go on to become who I am today,” 
Dunfee said.

The event featured music by Jane 
and Sarah Beth Overcash, members 
of First Baptist Church, Brinkley, 
and a live auction.  

Many of the ABCHomes mod-
els said it will be a long time before 
they stop thinking about the first-
ever ABCHomes fashion show. Al-
most certainly Holly* won’t soon 

forget. The 14-year-old Baptist 
Home resident, who showed off 
a diamond pendant auction item, 
was presented the jewelry piece  
by the purchasing donor.

“I can’t believe it. I can’t believe 
it,” said the teen tearfully. “I’ll trea-
sure it forever.”

Cook said both events helped 
bring awareness of ABCHomes to 
many people in central Arkansas. 
She was quick to note, “The best 
part is that the 15 kids who helped 
us by modeling now understand that 
they are the most important miracle 
– that they are very important to all 
of us!”

Stella Prather is director of commu-
nications for ABCHomes. *Names 
changed for privacy.

Destiny, an Arkansas Baptist Children’s Homes 
and Family Ministries resident, models at the 
entity’s fashion show.

Stephanie Dunfee, Arkansas Baptist Children’s Homes 
and Family Ministries alumna, speaks at the entity’s 
fashion show. Local TV personality Scott Inman (left) 
and Kristen Glover (center), Miss Arkansas 2011, served 
as masters of ceremonies.

Galatians 6:6 retreat strengthens pastors’ marriages
LITTLE ROCK – Twenty-six couples attended the 
Galatians 6:6 Marriage Retreat, which was held 
March 7-8 in Little Rock. 

“Pastors all around our state preach, serve 
and give their time to minister to people in their 
church and community,” said Ben Phillips, Arkan-
sas Baptist State Convention (ABSC) evangelism 
and church health team mem-
ber. The ABSC sponsored the 
retreat in partnership with In-
timate Life Ministries.

Phillips added, “The Gala-
tians 6:6 Marriage Retreat is 
a gift, made available through 
Cooperative Program giving, to 
ministry couples that enables 
them to refresh their walk with 
God and their spouse. Healthy 
relationships in the home fos-
ter healthy relationships in the 
church that enables churches to make a greater 
kingdom impact in their community throughout 
their life.”

Dave Lewis, founder of The Basic Idea Minis-
tries, and his wife, Carol, served as speakers for the 
event, taking attendees through a study by Teresa 
and David Ferguson called “Intimate Encounters: 
A Practical Guide to Discovering the Secrets of a 
Really Great Marriage.”

Paul and Danyelle Harris served as worship lead-
ers. Paul Harris is the worship leader at New Day 
Fellowship, a church plant in Eureka Springs.

Following the retreat participants wrote a note 

of thanks to J.D. “Sonny” Tucker, ABSC executive 
director. 

Charles Simmons, pastor of The ROK Church, 
Conway, noted his appreciation for the retreat, 
writing, “Words cannot express how I feel and how 
much the marriage retreat has blessed and changed 
my wife, Dee, and my life.”

Jeff Childers, pastor of Cord 
Baptist Church, Cord, wrote:  
“I just want to let you know 
that this is the most invaluable 
and effective way I have been 
ministered to through the state 
convention. I want to thank 
you and encourage you to not 
only continue this ministry, but 
offer extended ongoing services 
in this area. I really believe the 
weaknesses in my ministry and 
other pastors’ ministries result 

from weakness in their personal family relation-
ships. We need to be equipped to equip our flocks 
in this area. We seem to be losing the battle. Thank 
you for offering something that showed us hope.”

Phillips said more than 500 couples in Arkansas 
have participated in the retreat through the years.

“This investment in the marriages of ministry 
couples continues to succeed by impacting them 
in life-changing ways,” he said. 

“Couples returned home to their places of 
ministry encouraged, refreshed and strengthened 
to nurture healthier relationships at home and 
church.”

Josh Keck, associate pastor of youth at Eagle Heights Baptist 
Church, Harrison, and his wife, Sara, were among 26 couples who 
attended the Galatians 6:6 Marriage Retreat March 7-8. Also at-
tending the event were David Teem (lefthand photo), pastor of 
First Baptist Church, Oden, and his wife, Amy.
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Stories of interest to Arkansas Baptists 

Conference ‘inspires’ Ark. Baptist women
NORTH LITTLE ROCK – Topics 
ranging from women’s ministry to 
missional living to blogging were 
featured at the first-ever Inspire 
Women’s Conference held March 
8 at Central Baptist Church, North 
Little Rock.

More than 400 women joined 
together for the event, which was 
a Cooperative Program ministry 
of the Arkansas Baptist State Con-
vention (ABSC). The event was or-
ganized by the Arkansas Women’s 
Enrichment Ministry Leadership 
Team, a team of 12 Arkansas Baptist 
women’s ministry leaders who work 
with Debbie Moore, ABSC missions 
team member.

“The Women’s Enrichment Min-
istry Leadership Team and I were 
praying that God would inspire all 
women to have a closer relationship 
with Him and to realize our respon-
sibility to be His servants everyday 
– regardless of where He places us. 
We prayed that women would leave 
the church ‘inspired by hope in our 
Lord Jesus Christ,’” said Moore, ref-
erencing 1 Thessalonians 1:2-3, the 
event’s theme verse. 

Chris Adams, of LifeWay Chris-
tian Resources, gave a keynote ad-
dress at the beginning of the day, fo-
cusing on Romans 15:13 and being 
filled with hope; and Debbie Stuart, 
of Women of Faith, gave a keynote 
address at the end of the event, fo-
cusing on Acts 27 and how God can 
use the “shipwrecks” in one’s life for 
good.

Sally Hennard, of First Baptist 
Church, De Queen, led worship, 

assisted by two women from her 
church; and Colette Black, who 
serves in southeast Asia with the 
International Mission Board (IMB), 
shared her testimony. 

Between keynote addresses and 
worship sessions, women fellow-
shipped together and took part in 
breakout sessions, which focused on 
a variety of topics and were taught 
by Arkansas Baptist women from 
around the state. 

Davida Burnett, who attends First 
Baptist Church, De Queen, has 
been going to women’s conferences 
with her mother for years.

Burnett said that in attending the 
Inspire conference, she was convict-
ed about how she spends her time.

“My actions are serving God, my 
words are praising God, but my time 
is spent doing things – not spent in 
the Word and not praying,” she said.

Her mother, Estella Cooper – 
who also attends First Baptist – said 
she was encouraged as she attended 
the session “Practical Ways to Show 
Respect to Your Husband.”

“It just reaffirmed the stuff I’m al-
ready doing,” she said. “And it’s cool 
that they’re putting it out there that 
you are supposed to respect him and 
the way they were saying that you do 
things privately – you don’t argue 
in front of the kids and you’re only 
supposed to uplift your husband.”

Amy Ivey, member of First Bap-
tist Church, Greenwood, attended 
the conference in hopes of learning 
“some more practical ways to lead in 
women’s ministry.”

“I’ve really enjoyed it (the confer-
ence),” she said. “I think it’s laid out 
really well.”

Women also took part in a min-
istry project by donating school sup-
plies, as well as food items to be used 
in food packs for schoolchildren. 

In addition, Moore announced 
the first-ever women’s ministry in-
ternational trip to southeast Asia set 
to take place in November. 

Inspire Women’s Conference 
2015 will be held March 7 at Park 
Hill Baptist Church, North Little 
Rock.

continued from page one
OTTER CREEK
the interior of the church were com-
pleted.

A new church is born
In 2012, Steve Bell, Arkansas 

Baptist State Convention (ABSC) 
church planter, felt he was being 
called to leave his comfortable youth 
ministry position and plant a church 
in the Otter Creek community.

The resulting church became 
known as Otter Creek Community 
Church. Starting the church from 
the ground up, it originally consist-
ed only of Bell and his family. How-
ever, Bell said, God began moving 
and the church began growing.

During the 2013 ABSC Annual 
Meeting in Rogers, Bell was one of 
a handful of ABSC church planters 
that shared what God was doing 
in and around their churches. At 
that point – October of last year – 
OCCC was already averaging about 
60 people on Sunday mornings for 
worship.

Building ‘community’
Bell originally became acquaint-

ed with Otter Creek First Baptist 
Church in 2013 when he was asked 
to supply their pulpit, as they were 
without a pastor. Bell did just that 

and began to build a relationship 
with the church and its members.

Eventually, First Baptist and 
OCCC decided that it made sense 
for them to combine forces and 
merge their bodies in order to bet-
ter reach the diverse community in 
which they were located and to rep-
resent the diversity of the Body of 
Christ. 

March 2 marked the culmination 
of the merge of the two churches, 
which had been in the works since 
last September.

Bell said the merger of the two 
churches was clearly orchestrated by 
God. 

“All of us desired to reach the 
Otter Creek community. With 
Otter Creek First Baptist, their mis-
sion has always been to be a caring 
church for a hurting community. 
When God called us to do this 
church plant, we found out that our 
desires and our missions were very 
compatible,” said Bell. 

“We kept thinking, ‘If our mis-
sions are pretty similar and compat-
ible, then why don’t we just work 
together instead of trying to be two 
different groups trying to reach the 
same community?’”

Bell said that he told the newly 
merged OCCC congregation at 
their first meeting that he has always 
envisioned a church that does not 
attempt to specialize and reach only 

certain demographics of people, but 
that reaches the entire community 
for Christ.

“We (OCCC) had a somewhat 
diverse but not very diverse group, 
and the same goes for Otter Creek 
First Baptist. The merging of the two 
made that a reality. You have people 
from different walks of life, differ-
ent economic statuses and different 
races coming together to worship. 
Many thought that was difficult to 
see as a reality. Now it has become a 
reality,” said Bell.

“When you have people looking 
for a church home, who may be un-
churched or not saved, come in – or 
when we are doing or participating 
in a community event – they see all 
of us together, serving together, liv-
ing life together. When people are 
able to see that as a reality, they are 
able to say, ‘We can connect with 
that,’” he said.

“I’ve even been told by people 
who have heard about our church, 
‘We’ve been looking for a church 
that is multicultural like this be-
cause we didn’t like the idea of 
church being so segregated,’” said 
Bell. “And they said, ‘Hey man, this 
is where we want to be.’”

Watch a video about Otter Creek 
Community Church and read more 
about the history of First Baptist Otter 
Creek at www.arkansasbaptist.org/ot-
tercreek.

Debbie Stuart, church and leadership development director for Women of Faith, speaks at the Inspire 
Women’s Conference March 8.

Leaked docs, lawsuit 
fuel fire at La. College
PINEVILLE, La.  – A spate of 
leaked documents continues to 
fuel controversy at Louisiana 
College (LC), the Baptist Message 
reported March 13. Information 
from confidential meetings, let-
ters from an attorney, a never-
filed lawsuit and other docu-
ments have been made public 
over the past several weeks, the 
newspaper said. The primary 
outlet of the leaked information 
has been from Baptist pastor and 
Williams Baptist College gradu-
ate, J.D. Hall of Montana. Hall 
is an outspoken critic of the LC 
Board of Trustees, its president 
Joe Aguillard and Louisiana Bap-
tist Convention (LBC) Executive 
Director David Hankins, the 
Baptist Message said. In a related 
matter, Timothy Johnson, former 
executive vice president at the 
college, filed a lawsuit against the 
LBC-affiliated school March 11 
claiming wrongful termination 
after he filed a whistleblower re-
port alleging misconduct by the 
school’s president, the Associ-
ated Baptist Press reported.

BP alumnus attorney
resigns national board 
ATLANTA – A member of the 
Brewton-Parker College National 
Alumi Board has resigned, citing 
disagreement with the school’s 
current administration. Atlan-
ta-area attorney Jeff Dickerson 
made the announcement on 
Facebook March 10, “I am very 
thankful for the valuable life les-
sons I learned while attending 
Brewton-Parker College. How-
ever, I am saddened and embar-
rassed by the new administration 
and by the direction in which 
the school is moving. According-
ly, I today tendered my resigna-
tion from the National Alumni 
Board.” Dickerson’s resignation 
comes about three months after 
Ergun Caner was elected presi-
dent of the Georgia Baptist col-
lege by a unanimous vote of the 
college’s trustees. Critics accuse 
Caner of embellishing his back-
ground as a former Muslim who 
converted to Christianity.  

Study: Millennials less 
likely to believe in God 
MILLENNIALS, those born 
after 1980, are more likely to not 
believe in God and be unsure 
about the beliefs they have; 11 
percent say they don’t believe in 
God, while 28 percent say they 
believe, but they’re not certain, 
a new Pew Research study says. 
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As society changes and the de-
mographics of our churches change 
from older members to younger 
members, it will be important for 
churches to stay tech savvy to reach 
younger generations.

Folks searching for a church 
today don’t just drive by the build-

ing to check out 
facilities, they also 
visit the church’s 
Web page to see 
what is (or isn’t) 
going on.

In addition to 
checking out the 
overall quality of 

the church’s Web presence, people 
will look to see if the church keeps 
its website up-to-date with informa-
tion and news for members, how 
robust of a missions program it has, 
how the church reaches out to its 
community and so forth.

The staff of the Arkansas Baptist 
News (ABN) has worked hard over 
the years to not only publish a great 
state Baptist newspaper, but also to 
have a robust online presence.

While subscribers get the latest 
Arkansas Baptist news, those who 
do not subscribe can access – with-
out additional cost – a lot of mate-
rial  at www.arkansasbaptist.org. 

Ihave been told by some 
friends and family I am an 

early adopter of technology.
When I was younger, technol-

ogy was more of a curiosity than a 
necessity. In modern publishing, 
however, it is a necessity.

As a student of journalism, it 
used to be un-
thinkable that 
anyone could 
become their own 
publisher.

The rise of the 
Internet over the 
past 20 years al-
lows anyone with 
something to say – and some folks 
without much to say – to have a 
voice.

And the church has been impact-
ed mightily by this development.

When I was public relations 
director for the Missouri Baptist 
Convention in the 1990s, the con-
vention actually had an initiative 
to assist churches in establishing a 
basic Web page on the Internet.

Most churches today have gone 
way beyond a simple Web presence 
and now offer an online calendar 
of events, pastor blogs, audio and 
video recordings of sermons, online 
giving and much, much more.

Is it time for you to ‘tweet’?

PRESSING 
ON 

Tim Yarbrough
Phil. 3:14
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VIEWPOINT

Richard Foster
 Grace Baptist Church, Camden

Agreeing with the Pope, sort of …
The new pope is enjoying 

surprising popularity with 
the media in the United States. 
Apparently, journalists see in him 
a reformer willing to challenge 
traditional conservative positions 
on social and economic issues. 

Pope Francis is giving the secu-
lar media a vehicle for defining 
the mission of the Church in 
ways that agree with their politi-
cal predispositions. Of course, 
Roman Catholicism and the 
Church are not the same. Never-
theless, the question is raised: Is 
social reform the main mission of 
Christianity? 

In the Bible, the Apostle Paul 
describes the mission of the 
Church in Colossians 1:28: “We 
proclaim Christ.” The heart and 
soul of the early Church’s work 
was a proclamation, an authorita-
tive announcement. 

The Church’s proclamation was 
not merely disseminating certain 
information, or promoting a phi-
losophy or even advancing a system 
of belief.  The gospel proclamation 
is an announce-
ment about a 
person: Jesus, 
who is the 
Christ. 

The title 
“Christ” 
reminds us 
that Jesus is God’s Anointed. The 
Church’s mission today, like that 
of the early Church, is centered on 
proclamation. That proclamation is 
to be focused on Jesus Christ, His 
life and ministry. 

Paul proclaimed Christ by “warn-
ing everyone” (Col. 1:28). The 
presence of God’s Son in the world 
was a warning about how terribly 
broken our world really is, so bro-

ken that we need nothing less than 
God’s personal intervention. 

The problem in our world is 
more than hateful and oppressive 
relations between different groups 

of people. The root 
problem is a broken 
relationship be-
tween every person 
and God. 

Next, Paul writes, 
“and teaching 
everyone with all 

wisdom.” The message of Christ 
comes not just as a warning about 
sin, death and eternal condemna-
tion; Christ is the hope of glory. 
The proclamation of Christ in-
cludes teaching about the good 
news that personal faith in Jesus’ 
death, burial and resurrection 
opens access to God and to a new 
life in Christ. 

Paul finished his thought by re-

vealing the purpose for proclaim-
ing Christ. 

“We proclaim Christ,” he 
wrote, “so that we may present 
everyone mature in Christ.” 

The ultimate goal is not tem-
poral or political. The ultimate 
goal is to present people “mature 
in Christ” to God on the Day of 
Judgment. 

The Bible assures us that believ-
ers will give an account of their 
life’s work before the bema seat of 
Christ (2 Cor. 5:10).  The crowns 
we will present to our Lord on 
that day will be the lives of people 
whom we helped to grow in 
Christ (1 Thess. 2:19-20). 

What of the pope’s reform? 
One sign of authentic gospel min-
istry is genuine concern for the 
poor, the poor in spirit as well

Cartoon by Gary Thomas   

Moreover, the ABN posts bonus 
material on the Web and on our 
Facebook page that never makes it 
into print.

User demographics tell us that 
people who visit our Facebook 
page are on average 10 to 15 years 
younger and include more males – 
believe it or not – than those who 
read our printed newspaper.

And there’s another aspect of 

the ABN that has been growing by 
leaps and bounds the past couple 
of years: our Twitter account.

The ABN now uses Twitter – in 
addition to postings on Facebook 
– as its official news feed. What’s 
more, the demographics on Twitter 
are younger than Facebook.

If you have been apprehensive 
about joining Twitter, now is the 
time for the latest Baptist news! 

See POPE page 5 
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End of school outreach
The heavy amount of ice and snow in Arkansas this 

winter provides an excellent opportunity for a big 
outreach event for students and families this summer – 
and now is the time to start planning.

Throughout much of the state of Arkansas, schools 
have already used all of their “snow days,” and are now 
required to make up those days by extending the school 
year into the summer or by imposing 
a “Saturday school” plan. Either way, 
at the end of this school year, both 
students and teachers are going to 
be more than ready for the semester 
to be finished. Oh, the joy they will 
experience when it is over! And this 
kind of joy just demands a party!

Now, here’s the trick. You have to 
plan now, but be flexible on the date 
until you know exactly when the school year will end. 
And you want the party to happen less than 24 hours 
after the last moment of that last school day. So, if 
school is out on a Friday, plan your “school’s out party” 
for either Friday night or Saturday.

This kind of celebration calls for games, music and 
lots of food. And by all means, please call it a “party” 
or “festival” – no “Christianese” please! Here are some 
things to think through to guide your planning:

(1) Make the event “communitywide” and involve 
families, students, teachers and school administrators.

(2) Find fun and visual ways to recognize teachers, 
parents and students for working hard to complete a 
longer school year (signs, banners, T-shirts, projected 
video graphics, balloons).

(3) Provide festive games and activities for all ages. 
Consider the use of a block party trailer (check with 
your Baptist association – soon).  

(4) Secure door prizes from local businesses. If you 
provide a half-page written explanation of what you are 
planning to local businesses, many will gladly provide 
product for giveaways. Promise a public thanks to their 
business for the donation. Each attendee should regis-
ter on a small registration card (name, phone number, 
email, age range). Use these cards for prize drawings.

(5) Good music is a must! Whether 
a live band or recorded music, have 
upbeat, fun, God-honoring music 
playing.

(6) Festive food is a bigger must! 
Fire up the grill(s). Popcorn and cot-
ton candy is fun. Have plenty of cold 
drinks. Consider snow cones or even 
homemade ice cream.

(7) Print an attractive summer cal-
endar of events for distribution.

(8) Consider setting up a registration table for vaca-
tion Bible school, camp or other big summer event.

(9) Consider planning a special “family emphasis 
Sunday” the following Sunday. Make it fun and evange-
listic – share the gospel!

(10) Your pastor should avoid preaching a sermon at 
the party. Thank everyone for coming and talk about 
the special Sunday family day you’ve planned.

(11) Mobilize some of your church members to have 
warm, loving, spiritual conversations with people, look-
ing for opportunities to share the gospel.

(12) Remember to use the registration cards to follow 
up with each and every attendee, thanking them for 
their participation.

Plan now, be creative and have fun – because sum-
mer is coming!

Eric Ramsey is president of TCWM in Mountainburg.

continued from page 4
POPE
as the poor in money and power.

Jesus, Paul and the early Church 
all made efforts to alleviate suffer-
ing and injustice, but they focused 
primarily on proclaiming a message 
that encompassed far more than 
political and economic equality. 

Does Pope Francis see social 

reform as the primary focus of 
Roman Catholicism? Time and 
patience will reveal his beliefs with 
greater clarity than Western jour-
nalists who can barely conceal their 
own political agendas. 

Meanwhile, the Church must not 
be distracted from the true gospel 
mission; and the gospel mission is 
clearly revealed in the pages of the 
New Testament. 

Jesus proclaimed freedom for the 

captives, not just those held captive 
by unfair political and economic 
systems, but those held captive to 
sin and Satan. 

The Church must remember that 
any justice gained for the down-
trodden is illusory apart from true 
spiritual freedom. And only Christ 
Jesus can break all the chains that 
bind us. So we proclaim Christ. 

Richard Foster is pastor of Grace 
Baptist Church in Camden.

Living openly

UNCOVERED
DISH

Ann Hibbard

Gore

Baptists Ask

At first glance, it appears 
that the descendants of 

Cain and Seth have common 
relatives. Two are named Enoch 
(Gen. 4:17; 5:21) and two are 
named Lamech (Gen. 4:19; 
5:25). Mehujael and Methushael 
(Gen. 4:18) sound similar to Me-
halalel and Methuselah (Gen. 
5:12, 21), respectively.  

With such 
similarities, 
many schol-
ars conclude 
that the two 
genealogies 
must be the 
same. 

Some be-
lieve that the 
line of Cain 
and the line of Seth originated 
from two independent, separate 
sources. Others surmise that 
one genealogy developed into 
two separate accounts, only later 
to be placed next to one another 
in the narration. 

Upon further examination, 
the two genealogies have more 
differences than they have simi-
larities. Cain’s line has seven 
descendants; Seth’s line has 10. 
Each genealogy does have a rela-
tive named Enoch, but Cain’s 
line places him second (Gen. 
4:17), while Seth’s line puts him 
fifth (Gen. 5:18). Furthermore, 
Seth’s Enoch “walked with 
God” (Gen. 5:24), which empha-
sizes his righteousness. Lamech’s 
name may be near the end of 
both genealogical tables, but the 
two are poles apart in character. 
Cain’s descendant relishes in 
his valor for killing a man (Gen. 
4:23-24); Seth’s descendant is 
grateful that his son Noah will 
provide comfort (Gen. 5:29). 
One stresses the corruptness 
of sin; the other promotes the 
grace of God.

While there may be similar 
or similar-sounding names, the 
two lines are theologically dif-
ferent. The line of Cain moves 
from rebellion to ungodliness; 
the line of Seth focuses upon 
those who “call upon the name 
of the Lord” (Gen. 4:26). The 
line of Seth demonstrates that 
God wants to work with man-
kind, and there are those who 
want God to use them. Through 
these two separate genealogies, 
the narrator shows that one fam-
ily provides grief, and the other 
family gives hope. 
  
Ken Gore is chairman of the de-
partment of Christian studies at 
Williams Baptist College in Walnut 
Ridge.

Why are the names of the 
“sons of Cain” (Gen. 4:17-23) 
so similar to the “sons  
of Seth” (Gen. 5)?

ANSWERING
THE CALL

Eric Ramsey

Ihave a confession to make. I don’t know how to 
teach my children to pray. 
Yes, this pastor’s wife said that “out loud.” Oh, we 

pray as a family. We go through prayer lists, and all 
three of my children are comfortable praying aloud. 
But I have no idea how to help them truly approach 
the throne of God, establishing that personal, intimate 
connection with their Savior. 

The most glorious part of this 
confession is that it helps me realize I 
am not supposed to give my children 
step-by-step instructions for approach-
ing the throne of God. It does not 
work that way.

Please understand me. I am not say-
ing that it is not my responsibility to 
teach my children. But, I can easily fall into the habit of 
giving them a series of steps to follow or boxes to check. 

“Read three chapters from the Bible every day. Pray 
over these prayer requests. Go through this devotional 
book. Do this Bible study. Once you do all of those 
things, you will have everything you need to grow in 
your relationship with Jesus.” 

Right? Not quite. 
Those things are important, and my husband 

and I have taught our children to establish habits of 
daily Bible reading and prayer. But, we have also 
had to learn to go a step further and live our lives  

openly in front of them. 
What does living openly look like? Well, it is sharing 

praises as well as prayer requests. It is a mealtime discus-
sion where we discuss what we gleaned from our read-
ing that morning, even if some concepts go over their 
heads. It is letting them see both our struggles and our 
victories. It is choosing to recognize that our children 

understand more than we give them 
credit for. As we do so, their insights 
grow increasingly personal. Their 
prayers deepen. And their faces light 
up as their eyes are opened to what 
God is doing around them!

All around us, people hunger to 
know how to grow in their relation-
ship with the Lord. They need to 

see a relationship in action. Just like my children, they 
need to know that it can be personal for them. You and 
I have just what they need to fill that longing. We have 
relationships of our own. 

Their relationships with Christ will not look just 
like ours. But, they need to see ours in action, just the 
same. As easy as it is to keep our joys, sorrows, needs 
and times of growth to ourselves, we dare not do so. We 
must instead live wide-open. 

How can you live openly today? 
Ann Hibbard is a pastor’s wife and member of First Baptist 

Church, Almyra. Read her blog at www.annehibbard.com.
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continued from page one

SURVIVOR
free.” Later, they would be trans-
ferred to Auschwitz II, also called 
Auschwitz-Birkenau.

More than half a century has 
passed since that time. But even 
now, 70 years later in the comfort of 
her living room in Searcy, Holleman 
remembers the cold and hunger.

“I really don’t remember ever 
being warm there,” she said, admit-
ting it warmed up in summer but 
her memories are only of the cold. 
“I always remember snow and cold 
and hunger.”

Holleman – who, along with her 
second husband, Harold Holle-
man, is a member of Trinity Baptist 
Church, Searcy – said for years after 
the fact, she couldn’t clean out her 
refrigerator without panicking when 
she saw empty shelves. Even now she 
cannot go on a diet without panick-
ing when she gets hungry.

Though the memories of cold 
and hunger are deeply entrenched 
in her mind, some of the details she 
shares are a result of later research.

Even so, her descriptions paint 
a vivid picture of camp life – the 
stench of masses of people with 
bodily fluids and fecal matter stain-
ing their clothes and bodies; the 
sounds of people crying and praying 
in the night; the sight of the com-
mandant signaling left and right 

with his riding crop as prisoners ar-
rived at the camp – one direction for 
the gas chamber, the other for labor.

Holleman and her mother were 
not required to line up with the oth-
ers for roll call. They were German 
and classified as political prisoners 
so her mother was set to work help-
ing inspect clothing of incoming 
prisoners for valuables. Holleman 
stayed with her mother.

She would watch, looking down 
from the second-floor room where 
her mother worked, as the prisoners 
lined up for roll call.

“My mother, she always said, ‘Be 
quiet. Don’t talk. Be quiet,’” re-
called Holleman.

“I saw, one time, it must have 
been an old Jewish man with a 
beard – because at that time all Jew-
ish men (wore) beards – and he was 
in the back of the line. He turned 
around, and he was trying to run 
to the fence, but I don’t know if he 
ever made it or not,” she said, saying 
he was shot as he ran. “But I just still 
have him in my mind – him laying 
there and reaching up to the fence.”

“I don’t know if he ever touched 
the fence or not,” she said.

Though Holleman and her moth-
er were not required to line up for 
roll call, they lived with the prison-
ers. In Auschwitz, Holleman and 
her mother slept either on the floor 
or in a bed. In Auschwitz-Birkenau, 
they slept in a long building with 
small windows at the top. The king-
sized beds were stacked three tiers 
high, each one holding multiple 
people – some with their heads at 
the top of the bed, and some with 
their heads at the bottom.

She said the beds had no straw 
or mattresses – only boards – and 
no one was allowed to get out of the 
beds. So she said if anyone had to re-
lieve himself or herself in the night, 
“the top tier was lucky.” She and her 
mother slept on the second tier.

In January 1945, Holleman and 
her mother began to hear artillery 
in the distance. Then, one day 
when Holleman was sitting by her 
mother’s side in an attempt to stay 
warm, the matron overseeing them 
pointed at 

her mother 
with a riding crop and simply said, 
“Get.”

“Where?” Holleman’s mother 
asked.

The matron told them to follow 
her.

When Holleman didn’t take 
the stairs fast enough, the matron 
kicked her, sending Holleman tum-
bling down the cement stairs. When 
she cried, she was told to stop. Once 
at the office, her mother was given 
her papers and told to “go.”

After 16 months in the concen-
tration camp, they returned home. 

But even after leaving Auschwitz, 
life was far from normal for Hol-
leman and her family. For years, 

they were in and out of prison and 
refugee camps due to the restructur-
ing of nations. Their homeland of 
Upper Silesia – once Germany – be-
came Poland after they were released 
from the camp, and they lived in a 
prison camp for a time. Eventually, 
the family found their way to Ger-
many, where they lived in a refugee 
camp until her father found work. 

Holleman went back to school 
and then worked in 
the lab for a chemi-
cal factory. She mar-
ried her first hus-
band, an American 
military man, and 
eventually moved 
with him to Cali-
fornia, giving birth 
to two daughters. 
After their divorce 
she married her sec-
ond husband, and 
they moved to Ar-
kansas, where his 
family lived.

It was in Arkan-
sas that Holleman 
– who had grown 
up Catholic – 
joined the Baptist 
church.

One night in 
the 1970s – at a re-
vival at First Bap-

tist Church, Pangburn, where she 
and her husband had been attend-
ing – Holleman knew it was time to 
join the church. 

Gary Doyle, member and deacon 
at First Baptist Church, said he was 
in a Sunday school class with Hol-
leman for a number of years. He 
noted her faithful attendance, ac-
tive church involvement and strong 
faith.

In the 1990s, the Hollemans 
moved to Searcy and joined Trinity 
Baptist Church.

But despite all the years that had 
passed, Holleman was still haunted 
by Auschwitz. The nightmares per-
sisted. 

When one of her daughters died 

in an automobile accident, Holle-
man began seeing Dr. Jack Thomas, 
a therapist who was also a professor 
at Harding University. In the course 
of their meetings, Thomas learned 
of her past and suggested she return 
to Auschwitz.

In 1997 Holleman set foot once 
more inside the iron gates of Aus-
chwitz.

“There was still the big gate, but it 
was open,” she said. “And there were 
so many people there. … School chil-
dren from all over Europe – they 
were in colorful clothes. And the 
trees had leaves. And it was com-
pletely different.”

She said it was her visit to her past 
– along with her prayers, religion, 
therapist and husband – that helped 
her move on. Now, the nightmares 
are few and far between.

Warren Watkins, church planter 
of Lazarus Church, a mission of 
Friendship Baptist Church, Clin-
ton, considers Holleman a friend.

“I admire Ingrid’s faith because 
it has been tried in the fire and it 
has come out pure and precious,” 
he said. “And I’m encouraged every 
time I’m around her. She has a won-
derful sense of humor despite all 
she’s been through.”

Indeed, Holleman has ques-
tioned God, but she hasn’t let those 
questions overcome her. 

“Just look around the world,” she 
said. “Sometimes you just ask your-
self, ‘Why does God let it happen?’ 
But, you know, who are we – the 
little grains of sand – to question 
God?”

She said her therapist would pray 
with her and encourage her that 
God would heal her in His time. 
Her husband, too, was there for her. 

“I’m thankful for every day that 
I’m alive,” Holleman said. “God has 
plans for everybody – from the day 
we are born to the day we die. And 
with the grace of God, I survived 
Auschwitz, and I’m an American 
now and I’m free.”

Contact Jessica Vanderpool at 
jessica@arkansasbaptist.org.

Ingrid Holleman flips through a book about Auschwitz concentration camp, where she spent 16 
months as a child. The below photo is of her (center) shortly before she and her mother were taken 
to Auschwitz. She holds a ceramic egg – a gift from her parents for Easter 1943 – that she still 
possesses today.

her mother 

the lab for a chemi-
cal factory. She mar-
ried her first hus-
band, an American 
military man, and 
eventually moved 
with him to Cali-
fornia, giving birth 
to two daughters. 
After their divorce 
she married her sec-
ond husband, and 
they moved to Ar-
kansas, where his 
family lived.

sas that Holleman 
– who had grown 
up Catholic – 
joined the Baptist 
church.

tist Church, Pangburn, where she 



www.arkansasbaptist.org 7BAPTIST LIFE

ARKANSAS STATE HANDBELL FESTIVAL – Rob Kloap, from First Baptist Church, El Dorado, was among the 180 participants from 15 churches 
who attended the 40th Annual Arkansas State Handbell Festival 2014. Photo by Jessica Vanderpool

Tingle to start therapy following accident
LITTLE ROCK – Robby Tingle, 
Arkansas Baptist State Convention 
(ABSC) church planting team lead-
er, continues to recover from inju-
ries resulting from a Feb. 16 automo-
bile accident and is set to move to a 
rehabilitation facility soon.

Tingle sustained multiple injuries 
in the accident, the most se-
rious of which was a broken 
pelvis and broken ankle, ac-
cording to his wife, Cynthia. 
Since the accident, Tingle 
has undergone more than 
a dozen surgeries to repair 
damage from his injuries. 
One of the surgeries placed 
a rod through his right heal 
and ankle to help lend stabil-
ity to his injured leg.

Cynthia Tingle said their hope 
is that by Friday, March 21, Robby 
Tingle will have undergone the last 
of his major surgeries until he un-
dergoes skin graft surgeries further 
down the road. They hope to move 

him to a rehabilitation facility in the 
near future.

She said her husband is able to 
put weight on his left leg. It will be 
about six to eight months before 
he will be able to put weight on his 
right leg, which sustained the bro-
ken ankle. She said he is able to 

stand up, pivot on his left 
foot and sit in a chair. 

The Tingle family has 
seen God at work in their 
time at the hospital.

Karen West, ministry as-
sistant for the ABSC church 
planting team, reported Feb. 
25 that a complication oc-
curred in which part of the 
muscle in Tingle’s right leg 

had died and would require the leg 
to be amputated below the right 
knee.

West said that Cynthia Tingle 
told her that her husband under-
stood the diagnosis and was ready 
to undergo the necessary surgery as 

Tingle

soon as possible.
On Feb. 27, doctors reevaluated 

Tingle’s leg and changed their diag-
nosis.

According to a post by West on 
the CaringBridge website, upon re-
evaluation, Tingle’s doctors decided 
his leg was healthy enough that am-
putation was no longer necessary.

“He’s doing great – he really is,” 
shared Cynthia Tingle about her 
husband’s current status. “He’s in 
great spirits. He’s very determined 
and working very hard every day in 
therapy. We’re just anxious to see 
what the Lord has lined up next. 
We appreciate all the prayers and 
concern and calls and food. It’s just 
overwhelmingly wonderful the sup-
port we have had from everybody 
– all around the world. We’ve still 
got a long way to go, but the Lord is 
good and He’s still showing up and 
showing out every day.”

For updates on Tingle visit www.
caringbridge.org/visit/robbytingle.

ABN Day of 
Prayer set 
for May 18
MAY 18 has been designated as the 
official 2014 Arkansas Baptist News 
(ABN) Day of Prayer.

Arkansas Baptists are encouraged 
to pray during the month of May 
for the work of their state Baptist 
newspaper, as well as for the work 
being done across the Natural State 
through the ministry of Arkansas 
Baptist churches and institutions.

“While the ABN staff and trust-
ees desire your prayers as we seek to 
further the gospel through our own 
work, we also desire to draw atten-
tion to the wide range of kingdom 
work being done by Arkansas Bap-
tists throughout the state,” said Tim 
Yarbrough, ABN editor.

“We hear daily from Arkansas 
Baptists about how God is at work 
in their churches and communities, 
and we are honored to be able to 
draw attention to and celebrate His 
deeds through the Day of Prayer on 
May 18,” Yarbrough said. 

The focal Scripture passage of 
this year’s Day of Prayer is Galatians 
6:9-10 (HCSB): “So we must not get 
tired of doing good, for we will reap 
at the proper time if we don’t give 
up. Therefore, as we have opportu-
nity, we must work for the good of 
all, especially for those who belong 
to the household of faith.”

“We feel this verse exemplifies 
how we, as Arkansas Baptists, should 
continue to serve the Lord even in 
the face of the diverse challenges of 
the 21st century,” Yarbrough said. 

In recognition of the 2014 ABN 
Day of Prayer, a special bulletin in-
sert will be mailed to all Arkansas 
Baptist churches for distribution on 
May 18 or the following Sunday. 

The insert is being produced by 
the ABN in cooperation with the 
Arkansas Baptist State Convention 
executive and administrative team.

Members of the ABN staff and 
board of directors are available to 

See PRAYER page 15
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‘Great Passion Play’ prepares for 2014 season
EUREKA SPRINGS – “The Great Passion Play” 
is gearing up for its 2014 season with “great expec-
tations,” according to those involved in putting 
on the play. It will mark its second season since 
reopening.

The attraction closed in late 2012 following 
years of declining attendance and mounting debt. 
But the play was reopened in time for the 2013 
season when Randall Christy, founder and presi-
dent of The Gospel Station Network and pas-
tor of Union Valley Baptist Church, Ada, Okla., 
heard about the situation and helped lead the 
charge to raise the $75,000 interest pay-
ment needed to satisfy a bank foreclo-
sure and save the play.

The former eight-member board of 
directors was replaced by a three-person 
board led by Christy, who became CEO 
of “The Great Passion Play.” The new 
board established a 20-point plan to re-
vitalize the play.

Christy told the Arkansas Baptist News 
(ABN) in 2013 that they had restructured 
the entire organization and were focus-
ing on volunteerism.

“My family and our church has attended ‘The 
Great Passion Play’ many times, as millions have,” 
Christy said. “In December of 2012, I heard that 
the ‘Passion Play’ was closed because of lack of 
funds. I felt compelled to find out more. The 
board of directors of the ‘Passion Play’ had closed 
it for good, sold the animals, locked the gates, 
turned off the lights to the Christ of the Ozarks. 
I was strongly convicted to try and do something 
about this and could not believe that the Lord 

wanted ‘The Great Passion Play’ to close.”
The efforts of Christy and others led to a suc-

cessful 2013 season. 
Christy notes in a fundraiser letter that the 2013 

season had “the largest one year increase in atten-
dance since 1983.” 

“This increase, combined with cutting expenses, 
has caused a major financial swing which allows 
us to announce, with confidence, a 2014 season,” 
he wrote. “We anticipate it to be the best in many 
years.”

There was a 30 percent increase in attendance 
per performance, according to a “Save the 
Passion Play” campaign letter. The cam-
paign letter also stated that 2014 is set up 
to be an even better year for the play be-
cause group reservations have increased.

The Great Passion Play organization is 
still working to pay off its debt.

“Our short-term goal is to raise enough 
funds to permanently retire the $2.5 mil-
lion debt of the ‘Passion Play,’ which will 
be the key to securing its financial fu-
ture,” Christy wrote in a fundraiser letter, 
noting the “long-term goals include major 

development and improvement on the more than 
670 acres owned by the ‘Passion Play.’” 

Christy noted the difference donors and vol-
unteers have already made in revitalizing the play, 
adding that he sees the ministry of the “Passion 
Play” as coinciding with the ministry of The Gos-
pel Station.

“Every song we play on the air is about the gos-
pel of Jesus – so is the play.  We are extremely 
mission-minded, and ‘The Great Passion Play’ is 

the latest in our family of ministries,” he said, 
encouraging people to visit “The Great Passion 
Play” and other attractions, such as the Christ of 
the Ozarks statue, the Bible Museum, the Holy 
Land Tour and more.

“We are in a culture war in our country. And 
if Christians do not fight it, who will?” he said.

“The Great Passion Play” in Eureka Springs is gearing up for its 
second season since reopening in 2013.

Christy
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Evangelism Response Center Training 
April 12 at Calvary Baptist, Little Rock

ERC is a ministry of the North American Mission Board in which 
Southern Baptist men and women provide spiritual support to 
individuals calling 1-800 JESUS 20 from across North America.

Unlike other ministries which focus 
on face-to-face personal evangelism, 
ERC allows any Christian who is 
willing and available to be used to 
reach the world for Christ from the 
comfort of their own home. 

ERC training will be held April 12 at 
Calvary Baptist Church in Little Rock. 
Trainees will learn how to become 
“Telephone Encouragers.”  The only requirement is active membership 
in a local church and a willingness to share the gospel.

10 a.m. - Noon at Calvary Baptist, Little Rock
5700 Cantrell Road, Little Rock, AR 72207

Register by phone: 501-663-8303 
Event is free of charge.

Calvary Baptist to hold ERC training April 12
LITTLE ROCK – Calvary Bap-
tist Church, Little Rock, will host 
Evangelism Response Center 
(ERC) training April 12 from 
10 a.m. to noon.

ERC is a ministry of the 
North American Mission 
Board (NAMB) that exists 
to intentionally present the 
gospel to individuals across 
North America through the 
use of the telephone hotline 
1-800-JESUS-20.

Unlike other personal evangelism 
ministries, ERC focuses on sharing 
the gospel over the telephone and 

can be done from the comfort of 
one’s own home.

“It’s a great opportu-
nity for people to share the 
gospel from home. It’s ap-
pealing to senior adults, to 
stay-at-home moms and to 
people simply wanting to 
have an impact outside of 
their own neighborhood,” 
said Terry Bostick, Arkan-
sas Baptist State Conven-
tion evangelism and church 

health team leader. 
“People all over the nation are 

going to call. It really is a way to 

make a difference for the kingdom 
of God without ever leaving your 
home.”

The only prerequisites for being 
an ERC volunteer are active mem-
bership in a local church and will-
ingness to share the gospel.

“The ERC trains volunteers to 
answer calls as ‘telephone encourag-
ers.’ Encouragers are not counselors. 
They are simply active members of a 
local church, who are willing 
to offer a little of their time 
to share the gospel,” said Ed 
Simpson, pastor of Calvary 
Baptist.

Simpson said that through 
the ERC, callers receive help 
and support day or night. 
If a caller is interested in 
learning more or seeks in-
person encouragement, they 
are referred to a local participating 
church, which then continues min-
istering to them.

The pastor said that many ERC 
volunteers are amazed at the impact 
the ministry can have on people’s 
lives. He cited Robert Rainwater, a 
deacon at Calvary Baptist, as an ex-
ample.

Simpson said a man called Rain-
water and said, “I want to give my 
life to Jesus. I’m 70 years old, and I 
don’t want to live any longer with-
out Him.”

Simpson said Rainwater led the 
man through some Scriptures and 
the call ended with him receiving 
Christ.

“This was one of the most reward-
ing, wonderful experiences I have 
ever gone through! Praise God for 
ERC,” Rainwater told Simpson fol-
lowing the call.

“Pastors say their greatest delight 
with the ERC ministry is to see the 

joy that comes from their 
laypeople leading a person 
to Christ on the phone. For 
many, it’s their first experi-
ence in soul winning,” said 
Simpson. 

“Obviously, not every 
call ends with a profession 
of faith, but many encourag-
ers are able to share the gos-
pel, offer support and lead 

people to a deeper faith in Christ.
“In 2012, the ERC received 

26,288 calls. Besides the thousands 
who heard the gospel and found 
spiritual help, 1,645 made profes-
sions of faith. One of the most suc-
cessful encouragers is Pat Zimmer-
man, who is from Arkansas. She 
has seen over 230 people come to 
Christ, taking over 5,900 calls,” said 
Simpson.

Individuals or church groups may 
register for the ERC training by call-
ing 501-663-8303.

Bostick

Simpson
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‘Top Shot’
winner to visit
Ark. church
FORT SMITH – The History Chan-
nel’s “Top Shot” season three win-
ner Dustin Ellermann will be fea-
tured at a special event set for 6 p.m. 
Sunday, April 6, at Immanuel Bap-
tist Church, Fort Smith. 

The TV show watched by mil-
lions features the world’s best mili-
tary, civilian and law enforcement 
shooters using a variety of weapons 
systems to face diverse shooting chal-
lenges, said George Spears, Imman-
uel Baptist pastor.

“Dustin will be sharing his expe-
riences on the show and how his 
faith played an important role,” said 
Spears in an email about the event. 
“Living in a home with much drama, 
tension and challenge, Dustin dis-
played poise and character through-
out the series. After winning the 
show, he returned to Texas where he 
operates a Christian campgrounds.”

Spears said Ellermann will share 
clips of the show as he discusses 
what it took for him to become a 
“top shot.” 

A meet and greet with free re-
freshments will follow the event. 
Door prizes will be given away. 

Spears said the event is free but 
registration is required due to lim-

ited seating. More information is 
available at www.immanuelbaptistfs.
org or by calling 479-782-1009.

PRAIZFEST – More than 300 students and 
adult leaders and orchestra players took 
part in PraizFest 2014, a youth choir event 
sponsored by the Arkansas Baptist State 
Convention (ABSC) evangelism and church 
health team. The event took place Feb. 28-
March 1 at Geyer Springs First Baptist Church, 
Little Rock, with Slater Murphy, director of the 
church music department at the Mississippi 
Baptist Convention, serving as clinician.
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Updated quali�cations for messengers weighed
NASHVILLE, Tenn. (BP) – The 
Southern Baptist Convention’s 
(SBC) Executive Committee (EC) 
will consider a proposal June 9 to 
update the SBC constitution re-
garding qualifications for churches 
to send messengers to the annual 
meeting.

During its Feb. 17-18 meeting in 
Nashville, the Executive Commit-
tee decided to place the item on its 
June 9 agenda prior to the SBC An-
nual Meeting in Baltimore to allow 
Southern Baptists time to discuss 
the proposed change and provide 
feedback. The committee’s delibera-
tions, then, will determine whether 
the proposed revision will be pre-
sented to messengers at the June 
10-11 SBC Annual Meeting.

The Executive Committee also 
took action on motions referred 
from the 2013 SBC Annual Meeting 
in Houston regarding gender-neutral 
Bible translations and churches’ re-
sponse to mental health issues.

Messenger qualifications
The proposal to amend Article III 

came as a motion from the floor at 
last year’s SBC Annual Meeting – 
the 16th motion on this article in 
the past 35 years – to reevaluate the 
minimum qualifications for seating 
additional church messengers at the 
SBC.

Article III currently states that 
churches in friendly cooperation 
with the convention can send one 
additional messenger for every 250 
members or for each $250 per year 
“paid to the work of the Conven-
tion,” an amount dating back to 
1888.

Under the new proposal to be 
considered at the June Executive 
Meeting, meeting on the Monday 
before the SBC Annual Meeting, 
each cooperating church that con-
tributed to convention causes dur-
ing the preceding fiscal year would 
automatically qualify for two mes-
sengers.

Additional messengers would 
be recognized from a cooperat-
ing church by one of two options, 
whichever allows the greater number 
of messengers:

– One additional messenger for 
each full percent of the church’s 
undesignated receipts through any 
combination of gifts through the 
Cooperative Program (CP), desig-
nated gifts through the Executive 

Committee for convention causes or  
 to any SBC entity. 

– One additional messenger for 
each $6,000 the church contributes 
in the preceding year through the 
same combination of the Coop-
erative Program, designated gifts 
through the Executive Committee 
for convention causes or to any SBC 
entity. 

The $6,000 figure was arrived at 
by adjusting for inflation and other 
factors since 1888. It is meant to be 
comparable to the $250 figure ad-
opted 126 years ago.

Additional updates to Article III 
will be discussed, with a Q-and-A on 
the matter to appear in SBC Life and 
other outlets at the request of SBC 
President Fred Luter. 

Frank Page, president of the Ex-
ecutive Committee, noted that the 
proposed revision mentions Co-
operative Program as the preferred 
means for convention funding for 
the first time. He also underscored 
EC chairman Ernest Easley’s affir-
mation that the revision of the SBC 
constitution “is not a hill on which 
to die.”

“The question for me, ... If the 
perception is that it will hurt small 
churches, this is DOA,” Page told 
EC members. “I will not tolerate 
something that even seems like it’s 
going to hurt small churches. ... My 
heart is with small churches, and I 
don’t want anything that even seems 
to be in some way pejorative toward 
their involvement.”

Executive Committee members 
want to hear from Southern Baptists 
on the issue to help make the best 
decision for the convention. The 
goal is not to decrease the number 
of messengers to the annual meet-
ing, Page said.

Gender-neutral translations
The Executive Committee, in 

adopting a recommendation ad-
dressing a motion from last year’s 
annual meeting, stated it does not 
have authority to publish a theo-
logical position paper concerning 
which Bible translations Southern 
Baptists should and shouldn’t use. 
The EC added that messengers 
have addressed the issue through 
resolutions during three past SBC 
annual meetings – 1997, 2002 and 
2011 – which encourage pastors to 
make their congregations aware of 
possible translation errors in various 

translations of the Bible. 
The recommendation addressed 

a motion by Tim Overton, pastor of 
Halteman Village Baptist Church 
in Muncie, Ind., that the Executive 
Committee publish a theological 
position paper on whether to rec-
ommend that Southern Baptists use 
gender-neutral Bibles.

Addressing committee members 
Feb. 18, Overton shared why a po-
sition paper endorsed by the EC 
would be helpful to Southern Bap-
tists and would provide “clarity” on 
the issue.

In the committee’s recommenda-
tion, it pointed to a 1997 resolution 
encouraging Southern Baptists “to 
be continually vigilant regarding this 
matter and prayerful for the Bible 
publishers and translators in the 
monumental task that they under-
take.” 

In 2002 and 2011 resolutions, 
messengers encouraged Southern 
Baptists to make their congregations 
aware of possible translation errors 
found in such translations as the To-
day’s New International Version and 
the 2011 New International Version.

The Executive Committee also 
noted that convention messengers 
in a 2012 resolution “On Biblical 
Scholarship and the Doctrine of In-
errancy” reaffirmed their “belief in 
and adherence to the doctrine of the 
inerrancy of Scripture, as set forth 
in the Bible itself and in Article 1 
of The Baptist Faith and Message.”

The EC recommendation added 
that “the Convention has not as-
signed the Executive Committee the 
duty of recommending to churches 
or individual Southern Baptists 
whether or not they should use par-
ticular translations of the Bible, be-
lieving, as Convention resolutions 
consistently affirm, that it is the 
duty of pastors to teach and disciple 
their members on such matters.”

The recommendation stated the 
Executive Committee has posted in 
the past scholarly position papers 
by Southern Baptists on a variety of 
biblical subjects at baptist2baptist.
net and will continue to post such 

papers, including papers on Bible 
translation theory.

In other action, the Executive 
Committee:

– Approved the 2014-15 Coopera-
tive Program Allocation Budget of 
$188 million for recommendation 
to the Southern Baptist Convention 
during its June 10-11 Annual Meet-
ing in Baltimore.

The proposed budget maintains 
current allocations to the conven-
tion’s ministries, including 50.41 
percent of receipts to the Interna-
tional Mission Board and 22.79 per-
cent to the North American Mission 
Board, for an overall total of 73.20 
percent allocated for mission minis-
tries nationally and internationally.

The convention’s six seminaries 
will receive 21.16 percent. The semi-
nary enrollment formula will be: 
Southwestern Seminary, 4.38 per-
cent; Southern Seminary, 4.87 per-
cent; New Orleans Seminary, 3.86 
percent; Southeastern Seminary, 
4.27 percent; Golden Gate Semi-
nary, 2.07 percent, and Midwestern 
Seminary, 2.47 percent. (Cumula-
tive numbers may not match the 
sum of individual seminary percent-
ages due to rounding.)

The budget proposal maintains a 
1.65 percent allocation to the Eth-
ics and Religious Liberty Commis-
sion and .24 percent to the South-
ern Baptist Historical Library and 
Archives.

The SBC Operating Budget, the 
only CP-funded facilitating minis-
try, encompassing the SBC Annual 
Meeting costs and the work of the 
Executive Committee, would receive 
2.99 percent of the budget.

– Approved recommendations 
of Birmingham, Ala., as the site of 
the June 11-12, 2019, SBC Annual 
Meeting and Orlando, Fla., for the 
June 9-10, 2020, annual meeting. 
The recommendations will be pre-
sented to messengers at this year’s 
annual meeting.

– Authorized a 1.5 percent in-
crease in the Executive Committee 
salary structure for the 2014-15 fiscal 
year.

continued from page one
SBC
worship. And 
we’re looking 
forward to it.”

Luter,  a 
member of the 
committee, re-
quested at the 
September 2013 
Executive Com-
mittee meeting 
that the evening 
worship format 
continue, Smith 
said.

“(President 
Luter) said, ‘I’d really like to rec-
ommend that we do the Tuesday 
night event again.’ And of course 

our committee wholeheartedly sup-
ported that,” Smith said. “On Tues-
day night of the convention, he’ll be 
sharing his president’s address and 
Roger (McGee, pastor of music and 

worship at First 
Baptist Church 
in Alexandria, 
Va.) will be lead-
ing in the wor-
ship time.”

R o n n i e 
Floyd, pastor of 
Cross Church 
in northwest 
Arkansas, will 
be nominated 
for president of 
the SBC by Al 
Mohler, presi-

dent of Southern Baptist Theologi-
cal Seminary,  at the annual meeting 
in Baltimore.
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C l a s s i f i e d s
PASTOR

Cedar Glades Baptist Church in Mountain Pine is 
seeking a full-time pastor. Please send resume 
to Cedar Glades Baptist Church, Pastor Search Com-
mittee, 303 Gum Springs Road, Mountain Pine, AR 
71956.

Kingsland First Baptist Church is seeking a pas-
tor. Parsonage is provided. Please send resumes to 
Kingsland First Baptist Church, P.O. Box 97, King-
sland, AR 71652. 

Emmet First Baptist Church is seeking bi-vo-
cational pastor. Please send resume to Emmet 
First Baptist Church Pastor Search Committee, P.O. 
Box 186, Emmet, AR 71835.

Cherry Street Baptist Church of Clarksville is 
seeking a full-time pastor. Send resume to 
Cherry Street Baptist Church, Pastor Search Com-
mittee, P.O. Box 378, Clarksville, AR 72830 or email 
to cherrystbaptist@centurytel.net. 

First Baptist Church, Dumas, is seeking a full-
time pastor. Send resumes to First Baptist 
Church, Pastor Search Committee, 200 East Water-
man, Dumas, AR 71639 or email to FBCdumas@
centurytel.net. Please submit by April 1.

Sylamore Baptist, Mountain View, is seeking 
a bi-vocational pastor. Call 901-351-1040, 
email to kenw@mvtel.net or mail resume to P.O. 
Box 1596, Mountain View, AR 72560.

Leachville Second Baptist is seeking bi-voca-
tional pastor. Please send resume to Leachville 
Second Baptist Church Pastor Search Committee, 
P.O. Box 565, Leachville, AR 72438.

Leonard Street Baptist Church is seeking a bi-
vocational pastor for our church. Parsonage 
is provided. Please send resume to Leonard Street 
Baptist Church, 625 Leonard Street, Hot Springs, 
AR 71913, Attn: Search Committee.

OTHER STAFF POSITIONS

First Baptist Church of Batesville is seeking a 
full-time minister of preschool/children. 
Send resume to First Baptist Church, Stacy Reed, 
P.O. Box 2455, Batesville, AR 72503 or email to 
stacy@fbcbatesville.org.

Pearcy Baptist Church, west of Hot Springs, is 
seeking a part-time worship leader and a 
part-time student minister. Email resume to 
pearcybaptist@yahoo.com.

Fairfield Bay Baptist Church is seeking a full-
time minister of music and outreach. 
Please send resumes P.O. Box 1029, Fairfield Bay, 
AR 72088 or email to worship@ffbbaptist.com.

Strip Baptist Association located in Enid, Okla., 
is seeking resumes for the full-time position 
of director of missions. Accepting resumes 
until April 15. Send inquires/resumes to cherokee.
baptist@sbcglobal.net.

Graves Memorial Baptist Church in North Little 
Rock is prayerfully seeking a youth minister 
and a worship leader. Part-time or full-
time dual ministry. Please send resumes to 
4617 Oak Grove Road, North Little Rock, AR 72118 
by Oct. 15. For job descriptions, 501-851-1493.

Formosa Baptist in Clinton is prayerfully search-

ing for a part-time worship leader who can 
lead a blended service. Please send resumes or 
questions to billytreece@hotmail.com or Formosa 
Baptist Church, P.O. Box 1530, Clinton, AR 72031.

Youth leader needed for Twin Lakes Baptist 
Church, Hot Springs. Contact John Johnston, pastor, 
501-262-0015.

Small rural church seeking bi-vocational 
music minister. Send resumes to Sulphur 
Springs Baptist Church, 9127 Sulphur Springs Road, 
Pine Bluff, AR 71603.

Seeking student pastor to provide oversight, 
teaching and ministry to students from K-college. 
The First Baptist Church of Poteau is seeking a full-
time staff member to work alongside a dedicated 
team of staff and volunteers to minister to the stu-
dent population of our town. Poteau, located in 
the hills of southeastern Oklahoma, 25 miles east 
of Fort Smith, Ark., is a county seat town with an 
excellent school system and college. Send resume 
to 300 North Witte, Poteau, OK 74953 or to pote-
aufbc@gmail.com.

MISCELLANEOUS 

Two condos for rent in Destin, Fla. Two bed-
rooms, two baths, sleeps six. Ten percent discount 
for new guest. 423-309-4422. lbrammer@charter.
net.

Oaks Manor Conference and Retreat Center is 
seeking a couple to serve as ministry helpers 
at this beautiful adult facility near Van Buren. Com-
pensation offered includes living quarters, utilities, 

gas allowance and salary. Ministry includes food 
service, office work, outside maintenance and gen-
eral hospitality for guests. Call Pete Ramsey 479-
414-4831 to visit about this ministry opportunity. 
Pete Ramsey, 3909 Highway 282, Van Buren, AR 
72956. 479-414-4831.

Pews for sale: 24 12ft., eight 11ft., seven 8ft., 
two 4ft., one Communion table, one pulpit, pad-
ded seats. $5,000. Please call Crystal Hill Baptist 
Church at 501-455-0669 for more information.

Convention: Choice hotel accommodations 
- walking distance, with breakfast. Washington 
D.C. motor coach tours: Sunday and Thursday, $99. 
Lancaster, Pa., post-convention trip. Christian Trav-
elers: 800-972-8952. Christiantravelers.net. Email: 
charlescooper34@att.net.

To advertise in the ABN classifieds, 
call 501-376-4791, ext. 5161

Check out 
the new ABSC 
Employment 
and Ministry 
Opportunities 
website:

https://serve.absc.org

First National donates 
$15,000 to Williams
WALNUT RIDGE – First Na-
tional Bank of Lawrence County 
has committed $15,000 toward 
the cafeteria expansion project at 
Williams Baptist College (WBC). 
Bank president Milton Smith re-
cently presented a check to Tom 
Jones, Williams president, to be 
used for the cafeteria.

“First National Bank has been 
an incredibly loyal supporter of 
Williams Baptist College,” Jones 
said. “The Williams campus has 

enjoyed a transformation over the 
last 15 years with a host of build-
ing projects, and First National 
has been a major supporter all 
along the way. We appreciate Mr. 
Smith and First National for all 
they have done and continue to 
do for WBC.”

Williams is in the process of 
doubling the space of its student 
dining area in Mabee-Gwinup 
Cafeteria. The project is expected 
to be finished this spring.

Milton Smith (right), president of First National Bank, presents a check to Tom Jones, presi-
dent of Williams Baptist College in Walnut Ridge.

Connell dies at age 56
STUTTGART – Roseanne Marie Ti-
efenback Connell, 56, of Stuttgart, 
died Monday, March 3. 

Connell served as administrative 
secretary at Centennial Baptist As-
sociation.

“Roseanne helped the Centennial 
association as we worked 
through our restructuring,” 
said Doug Hibbard, pastor 
of First Baptist Church, Al-
myra, and member of the 
association administrative 
team. “She was a help to our 
churches as we worked to-
gether. Our prayers are with 
her family.”

Connell was a graduate 
of DeWitt High School and was cur-
rently enrolled at the Stuttgart cam-
pus of Phillips Community College 
of the University of Arkansas.

Before enrolling in college, Con-
nell homeschooled her children.

She was a member at First Baptist 
Church, Stuttgart, where she served 
as Sunday school teacher for first- 
and second-grade students and was 
chair of the nominating team. 

She was preceded in death by her 
parents and a sister. She is survived 
by her husband of 33 years, Keith 
Connell; a son; three daughters; a 
brother; a sister, and an aunt.

A memorial service was held 
Thursday, March 6, at First Baptist 

Church.
“Roseanne Connell was the 

type of person who sought no 
applause but quietly served 
God and His kingdom while 
leaving a huge footprint in the 
ministries of FBC, Stuttgart, 
and Centennial Baptist Asso-
ciation and in the lives of peo-
ple who were blessed to have 
known her,” said Sam Rob-

erts, pastor of First Baptist Church, 
Stuttgart, and moderator for Cen-
tennial association, as he shared at 
her service. “I believe Roseanne’s life 
can be summed up with these three 
truths: Roseanne loved God, loved 
people and loved living.”

Memorials may be made to First 
Baptist Church, with designation to 
the Annie Armstrong Easter Offer-
ing for North American Missions.

Connell
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Happy Birthday!
to all the missionary kids attending college who are

 celebrating birthdays in the month of April.

◆ April 2: Ellie Quick, OBU Box 3923, Arkadelphia, AR 71998-0001; 
 Uruguay. 
◆ April 29: Chris Carlton, OBU Box 3370, Arkadelphia, AR 71998-0001; 
 South Africa. 
◆ April 30: Bry Goss, OBU Box 3582, Arkadelphia, AR 71998-0001; 
 Indonesia. 

Church life
The Men’s Bible Fellowship will 

present the “Grow Your Men and 
Your Church Will Grow” workshop 
with New York Times best-selling au-
thor, David Murrow, April 7 from 
8:30 a.m. to noon at Geyer Springs 
First Baptist Church, Little Rock. 
Brad Finkbeiner, pastor of New Life 
Baptist Church, Perryville, is found-
er and executive director of Men’s 
Bible Fellowship. For information 
and to register, visit www.mensbible-
fellowship.org. Murrow is author of 
“Why Men Hate Going To Church.”

Higginson Baptist Church, Hig-
ginson, will host Ron Marcum in 
concert March 16 during the morn-
ing service.

Union Valley Baptist Church, 
Beebe, will host its seventh annual 
women’s conference March 29. An-
drea Lennon, founder of True Vine 
Ministry, will serve as guest speaker. 
Registration begins at 8 a.m. For 
more information, visit www.union-
valleybaptist.com.

CROSSroads Baptist Church, 

On the move
Clint Ritchie has resigned as pas-

tor of First Baptist Church, Hamp-
ton, to serve as pastor of First Bap-
tist Church in Yazoo City, Miss. 

Milestones
Wilmar Baptist Church, Wil-

mar, will celebrate its 115th anniver-
sary at 10:30 a.m. and 1 p.m. April 
13, with a potluck at noon. The 
theme for the event is From Days of 
Old based on Deuteronomy 32:7-8. 
All members, former members, pas-
tors and friends are invited to attend 
and to dress in period clothes. For 
information, call 870-469-5759.

Tessa Wicker, of Benton, has 
been awarded a Found-
er’s Scholarship at Wil-
liams Baptist College. 
The award, presented 
through the Williams 
Scholarship with Hon-
ors Program, is among 
the most prestigious 

academic scholarships available at 
Williams.

Obituaries
Elfreda Lee “Freda” Taubert 

Triplett, 78, of Star 
City, died March 1. Her 
husband, Henry Eu-
gene “Gene” Triplett, 
is associate pastor of 
Shannon Road Baptist 
Church, Pine Bluff. 
She is preceded in 

death by her first husband, Don 
Garrett; a brother and a sister. She is 
survived by her husband; two sons; 
two sisters; three stepchildren, and 
two step-granddaughters. Funeral 
services were held March 5 at Shan-
non Road Baptist Church. Burial 
followed in Hickory Grove Cem-
etery in Star City. 

HONDURAS MISSIONS - Dr. Jimmy Hankins, dentist and member of First Baptist Church, 
Arkadelphia, and Cassie Floriani, a dental assistant from Friendship Missionary Baptist Church, 
Friendship, participated in a recent medical mission trip to Honduras. More than 30 people from 15 
churches and three associations from southwest Arkansas traveled to Balfate, Honduras, for the trip.

DISASTER RELIEF - Ben Morris 
(left), minister of music and youth 
at First Baptist Church, Murfreesboro, 
was recently appointed as a disas-
ter relief chaplain for the Red River 
Baptist Association feeding unit and 
the Little River Baptist Association re-
covery unit. Also pictured is Joe Burt, 
Red River associational missionary.

BIBLE DRILL - State Bible Drill participants flip through their Bibles during the competition 
March 8 at First Baptist Church, Little Rock. More than 100 people participated. Brock Gilliam, from 
Osage Baptist Church, Alpena, won first place in the youth drill, and Georgia Belle Patterson, from 
Grandview Baptist Church, Berryville, was runner-up. Lauren Little from First Baptist Church, Gentry, 
and  Molly Hensley, from Lake Village Baptist, Lake Village, tied for first place in the high school drill.

Hughes, will hold its third an-
nual Common Ground service at 
6 p.m. March 23. Chester Wither-
spoon, pastor of New Home Baptist 
Church, Crawfordsville, will share a 
message. All pastors, association and 
state convention leaders are invited 
to attend and will have opportunity 
to speak. A reception will precede 
the service at 5 p.m. 
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Craig Seals
pastor

Park Hill Baptist
Arkadelphia

I was born and raised in the coun-
try. My dad was a sharecropper. He 
raised cotton as a cash crop. We grew 
just about everything that we ate – 
both animal and vegetable. Mama 
canned something almost every day 
so that we could have food to eat 
during the winter. We 
always looked forward 
to late fall and early 
winter when it would 
be “cold enough to kill 
hogs.” The cold was 
necessary or the meat 
would spoil before it 
could be salt-cured.

There were no slack-
ers in our family. Ev-
eryone had a job to do. 
We had no electricity 
and mama cooked over 
a wood stove. Someone 
had to cut that wood and stack it by 
the stove. There were “solutions” for 
those who did not do their part. 

Solomon defines a slacker as a 
person who cannot be counted on 
to do his part. A slacker is not de-
pendable. 

In Proverbs 24:30-34, Solomon 
tells the story of a farmer who did 
not work his fields. They became 

overgrown with weeds. This man 
had spent so much time sleeping 
that he had no time to plant or plow.

This didn’t happen in our fields.  
There was no excuse for not work-

ing. A slacker can always find an ex-
cuse, even claiming there is a lion in 

the street (Prov. 26:13). 
Hard work and com-
mitment are the keys of 
success. Anything less 
is considered a waste of 
time. Solomon warns 
against those so-called 
get-rich-quick schemes 
and assures the reader 
that they will not work.

In Proverbs 6:6-8, an 
ant is used as a simple il-
lustration to prove that 
an extremely small ani-
mal can be successful be-

cause it is not a slacker. It does not 
have a guide, an overseer or ruler, 
and yet it provides for itself and its 
family. It can be proud of itself be-
cause it is active and productive.

Paul says it this way in 2 Thessalo-
nians 3:10: “If any would not work, 
neither should he eat.” 

This is encouragement to not be 
a slacker.

My husband is a church planter. 
That title presents such a vivid pic-
ture of what he does. He is sowing, 
reaping, planting and harvesting – 
starting from the very beginning. 
We are looking for the best soil in 
our area. When we find it, we then 
begin sowing. We tell 
the people of the com-
munity we’re there, and 
then we show them by 
meeting some of their 
physical needs, but 
most importantly their 
spiritual needs. We sow 
generously, as 2 Corin-
thians 9:6 mentions. 
When we sow gener-
ously, our numbers in 
ownership services will 
increase.

If we were to just sit 
on our hands and do nothing but 
put out a sign in the churchyard, 
we would eat sparingly because we 
sowed sparingly. We wouldn’t have 
done any work, and therefore there 
would be no payment, no people, 
no harvest.

2 Corinthians 9:7 tells us that 
God loves a cheerful giver.  

“Each person should do as he has 

decided in his heart – not reluctant-
ly or out of necessity, for God loves 
a cheerful giver” (2 Cor. 9:7).

When my husband is giving of his 
energy, emotion and time and not 
begrudging any of it, he is a cheer-
ful giver. Giving is an expression of 

gratitude to God and 
also love for others. The 
Christian’s act of giving 
is an attitude of joy and 
generosity. Verse 11 then 
says with that attitude, 
thanksgiving to God is 
produced through us. 

“You will be enriched 
in every way for all gen-
erosity, which produces 
thanksgiving to God 
through us” (2 Cor. 
9:11).

Our giving, whether 
monetary or other, should lead us to 
a heart of thanksgiving for what God 
has done in us and for us. God gave 
us the greatest gift when He gave His 
Son – He gave us His best. God’s 
generosity is beyond my comprehen-
sion and I’m sure yours also. He de-
lights in giving to His children. We 
should, in turn as Christians, have 
that same attitude.

Julie Beavers
church member

Delta Baptist
Pine Bluff

What would you pay for wisdom? 
What would you trade for knowl-
edge? The Bible repeatedly plays the 
desire for wealth against the desire 
for wisdom. 

The Bible exclaims in Proverbs 
16:16a, “How much 
better to get wisdom 
than gold!” 

Would you be will-
ing to give up your 
financial security for 
the true wisdom of 
God? A better way to 
ask the question may 
be: Do you trust more 
in God’s wisdom and 
plan for your life than 
your own ability to 
make money? Below I 
want to give three prac-
tical applications for your day-to-day 
life in regard to wisdom.

First, honor God by acting justly 
in your business dealings. You may 
have less money for a season, but in 
trusting God, you are showing wis-
dom. Trusting in wealth over the 
wisdom of God will only lead to de-
struction. 

Second, seek after wisdom every 
single day! You work because you 
need money to pay bills. However, 

no creditor calls your house because 
you did not pay enough “wisdom” 
this month. We forget the value of 
wisdom because rarely does anyone 
demand that we obtain it. The Bible, 
in contrast, says that we should seek 

daily after wisdom. Stop 
toiling after wealth 
(Prov. 23:4-5) and seek 
wisdom. 

Third, consider using 
your money to gain wis-
dom. Maybe purchase a 
book that will help you 
better understand the 
Bible. Invest in your 
own education. Do not 
allow the pursuit of 
money to keep you from 
growing in knowledge 
(Prov. 11:28).

If you trust in wealth, you will 
have what wealth can provide. If you 
trust in God’s wisdom, then you will 
have all that wisdom can provide. 

“To get understanding is to be 
chosen rather than silver” (Prov. 
16:16b). 

What would you pay for wisdom? 
To what lengths would you go to 
gain God’s understanding of how 
to live? 

Pursue wisdom and live well. 

“Grace to you!” That’s what God 
says to His people. In today’s text – 
Exodus 31:12-17 – the call to Sab-
bath observance is given as a com-
mand to be obeyed.  It is to be a day 
of rest. God knows we need it!

On one level, the 
Sabbath command is 
a way of declaring our 
loyalty to God and a 
reminder to honor all 
the Commandments. 
Sabbath is not a call to 
excessive rest, for such 
can give way to laziness, 
and laziness to weakness 
and weakness to death. 
Moses calls for a cov-
enant relationship with 
God that calls forth our 
best. We invest life and 
limb in pursuits of eternal conse-
quence. That is no small calling. 

On another level, Sabbath calls us 
to grateful rest. We live in a culture 
that is constantly connected. Inces-
sant busyness seems to increase our 
sense of self-worth. But God sees 
beyond our wants to see our needs. 
Can it be that God made rest a com-
mandment because of our reluctance 
to receive it as God’s gift? Listening 
to God’s “still small voice” (1 Kings 

19:12) requires some down time.  
Jesus took the matter to an even 

higher level. He rejected the notion 
that Sabbath was a time for absolute-
ly no work. He claimed that it was a 
time for us to do those things that 

restore our souls and 
provide space for others 
to be restored as well. 
He healed the sick and 
tended to the needs of 
others on the Sabbath. 
Whether plucking grain 
or healing a man on the 
Sabbath, His reasoning 
was simple: “It is lawful 
to do good on the Sab-
bath” (Matthew 12:12).

We can thank Jesus 
for cutting through the 
foolishness the legalists 

of His day sought to impose. God 
labored six days and then rested. By 
making rest a spiritual discipline, we 
declare the countercultural nature 
of our faith. We are citizens of an-
other kingdom, and we intend to 
live under the patterns God places 
before us. 

Let’s not neglect providing our-
selves times of rest so the joy of 
God’s grace can seep deeply into our 
souls.   

Lee McGlone
pastor

First Baptist
Arkadelphia 

Work your plan
2 CORINTHIANS 9:6-13
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PROVERBS 6:1-8; 13:4; 14:23; 20:4; 24:30-34; 26:13-14

EXPLORE THE BIBLE:

What would you pay for wisdom?
PROVERBS 16:16; 11:28; 23:4-5; 28:6; 28:20
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Bartholomew
Brotherhood 
meets, learns
MONTICELLO – Make Godly Men 
was the theme of a special Brother-
hood men’s meeting recently spon-
sored by the Bartholomew Baptist 
Association (BBA) at Immanuel 
Baptist Church, Monticello. 

The event included a chili cook-
off, meal and presentations by three 
speakers.

David Patterson, who has served 
as director of the BBA Brotherhood 
for 17 years, said he has tried numer-
ous approaches to get men of the 
association together throughout the 
years, but settled on the chili cook-
off format for the meeting. This was 
the fourth year for the event.

Forty men from nine churches at-
tended the meeting Jan. 11. Church-
es represented were: Immanuel Bap-
tist Church, Monticello; Westside 
Baptist Church, Warren; Calvary 
Baptist Church, Monticello; Ladelle 
Baptist Church, Ladelle; First Bap-
tist Church, Monticello; First Bap-
tist Church, Warren; Ebenezer Bap-
tist Church, Warren; Cominto Bap-
tist Church, Monticello, and Selma 
Baptist Church, Selma.

“Previous years we had outside 
speakers which drew very little inter-

est,” said Patterson. “This year I re-
ally felt the Lord leading me to have 
local pastors do a panel discussion 
about the men of the church becom-
ing more godly and serving God as 
they should.”

The three speakers for the event 
were David Bostian, pastor of West-
side Baptist Church, Warren; Gary 
Carter, pastor of Calvary Baptist 
Church, Monticello, and Reuel 
Cruce, pastor of Ladelle Baptist 
Church, Ladelle.

Each of the three speakers pre-
sented reports on a book given to 

them by Patterson. Bostian spoke on 
“The Measure of a Man” by Gene A. 
Getz; Carter spoke on “Every Man 
God’s Man” by Stephen Arterburn 
and Kenny Luck, and Cruce spoke 
on “Two Minute Drill to Manhood” 
by John Croyle.

Inspired by a panel discussion on 
the role and importance of men in 
the local church that was held at last 
year’s Arkansas Baptist State Con-
vention Annual Meeting in Rogers, 
Patterson invited Bostian, Carter 
and Cruce to take part in a similar 
discussion following their respective 

presentations.
Pulling from their own experi-

ence and from the opinions put 
forth in the books they reviewed, 
the speakers encouraged the men 
in attendance and challenged them 
to step up and be leaders in their 
churches.

“This was not just another chili 
cook-off meeting. Too many of our 
churches are being maintained by 
the women, and I felt that God re-
ally wanted us to energize the men 
and get them back into spiritual 
leadership roles,” said Patterson.

TRANSFORM – Sunday school teachers from across Arkansas learn strategies on how to teach with the goal of seeing transformation in the lives 
of their students at the Transform Sunday School Conference March 1. The event was held at Park Hill Baptist Church in North Little Rock.

ABN announces 2014 
Mother of Year contest
THE ARKANSAS Baptist News 
(ABN) announces its 10th annual 
A Tribute to Godly Mothers essay 
contest.

In an effort to honor all mothers, 
each year the ABN selects a Mother 
of the Year based on entries. 

The ABN issue prior to Mother’s 
Day announces the winner and in-
cludes a tribute to the winner, which 
will be chosen based on the qual-
ity of motherhood, godliness of the 

woman being honored and the read-
ability of the essay submitted.

The winning mother will receive 
a special gift and will be honored in 
her church April 27. To honor your 
mother or another mother you feel 
deserves recognition, send the ABN 
a tribute about the mother you wish 
to nominate.

Tributes should be no more than 
300 words and should include the 
mother’s full name and church 
home. They should also include the 
phone number and email address of 
the submitter.

The mother you nominate must 
be a current member of an Arkansas 
Southern Baptist church.

All tributes should be received 
in the ABN office no later than 
Wednesday, April 16.

To make a nomination, send your 
tribute to Arkansas Baptist News, 
10 Remington Dr., Little Rock, 
AR 72204, or email it to jeanie@ 
arkansasbaptist.org.

continued from page 7
PRAYER
speak on May 18 or other times dur-
ing May to support the emphasis. If 
you would like to request a speaker 
for your church for a Sunday morn-
ing or evening or a Wednesday 
night, please contact the ABN at 
abn@arkansasbaptist.org or 501-376-
4791, ext. 5153.



Volume 113  Number 6   March 20, 2014

PAGE 1

Otter Creek churches 
merge, relaunch

Church relaunch

PAGE 11

Exec. Comm. discusses 
messenger qualifications

SBC Baltimore

Find us on and as ArkBaptNews

Scan QR code 
with your 

smartphone 
app to view 

ABN website.

Arkansas Baptist News
P.O. Box 552 

Little Rock, AR  72203

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

The Arkansas Baptist News offers subscription plans at 
three rates for the printed edition and three rates for the 
ABN Now, the digital edition:

■ The Every Resident Family Plan offers churches a 
premium rate when they send the ABN to all their resi-
dent households. Resident families are calculated to be at 
least one-fourth of the church’s Sunday school enrollment. 
Churches who send only to members who request a sub-
scription do not qualify for this lower rate of $7.75 per year 
(print) and $4 (digital) for each subscription.

■  The Group Plan allows church members to receive a 
discount when 10 or more individuals send their subscrip-
tions together through their local church. Subscribers pay 

$8.75 per year (print) and $5 (digital). 
■  Individual subscriptions may be purchased at the rate 

of $11 per year (print) and $6 (digital).
Changes of address by individuals may be made with the 

address label above.
When inquiring about a subscription by mail, please 

include the address label. Individuals also may call the ABN 
at 501-376-4791, ext. 5153, or toll-free in state at 800-838-
2272. Be prepared to provide code line information printed 
on the mailing label.

Individual subscriptions for both editions may be pur-
chased at www.arkansasbaptist.org. Please call the ABN of-
fice to discuss church plans. 

Subscriber services

Go Digital
get more  pay less

For more information, call 501-376-4791, ext. 5153, or email abn@arkansasbaptist.org.

 Sign up for the ABN Now 
Our digital edition is accessible on computers and 
mobile devices. It includes audible articles, extra 
content and more color.

 Listen to the ABN Podcast
Visit www.arkansasbaptist.org/abn-podcast.

The Arkansas Baptist News is committed to telling the story of God’s work among His people in the 
Natural State. One of the quickest ways to experience the news is through a variety of online resources.

 Access our website 
See our daily updates by visiting 
www.arkansasbaptist.org on your 
computer or mobile device. 

 Facebook/Twitter
Find us on Facebook and Twitter as ArkBaptNews.

www.arkansasbaptist.org

Modeling for a Miracle
An Arkansas Baptist Children's Homes and Family Ministries 
resident prepares to model clothing for the organization's 
fashion show fundraiser. See story on Page 2.
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