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ARKANSAS BAPTIST di-
saster relief (DR) teams have 
deployed to southern Arkan-
sas and Louisiana to provide 
flood recovery and meals and 

to share the 
gospel with 
victims of re-
cent flooding.

According 
to Randy Gar-
rett, Arkansas 
Baptist State 
Convention 
(ABSC) di-
saster relief 

director, Arkansas Baptist DR 
feeding teams are deployed to 
Monroe, La., and Alexandria, 
La.

The Red River Baptist As-
sociation and Current Gaines 
Baptist Association are both 
serving in Alexandria. First 
Baptist Church, Forest City, 
and the North Arkansas Bap-
tist Association, Harrison, 
have sent volunteers to Mon-
roe.

Garrett, along with DR vol-
unteers from Sevier County, 
Tenn., will be assessing areas in 
northeastern Louisiana to as-
sist in evaluating the next steps 
of deployment. Depending on 
the damage, more Arkansas 
Baptist flood recovery teams 
could deploy to affected areas 
in coming days. DR volunteers 
from Oklahoma also assessed 
flood damage in southeastern 
Arkansas. 

Garrett will be leading an 
abbreviated version of DR 
flood recovery training at 

Inside:
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– Some storms know no season
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MISSION SILOAM – Mackenzy Goodwin from Sugarloaf Baptist Church in Heber 
Springs paints benches as a part of Mission Siloam. See story on Page 2. 

Armed man arrested at BBC Easter service

IMB responds
to baptism report
RICHMOND, Va. (BP) – 
Decreases in the number of 
baptisms and new churches 
reported by International Mis-
sion Board (IMB) missionaries 
during the past decade reflect 
changes in data-reporting 
methods and missions strat-
egy, not a lack of evangelistic 
ministry.

That’s the conclu-
sion of an IMB news 
release issued March 
21 in response to ob-
servations that over-
seas baptisms for 2015 
are at their lowest level 
since 1969 – 54,762, 
according to the IMB’s 
2016 Ministry Report 
to the Southern Baptist Con-
vention (SBC) Executive Com-
mittee – down from a high of 
609,968 reported for 2007.

The press release was appar-
ently issued in response to an 
article published March 18 by 
Will Hall, editor of the (Loui-
siana) Baptist Message.

IMB president David Platt 
said questions about the enti-
ty’s 2016 report “are good and 

CORDOVA, Tenn. (BP) – 
A “heavily armed” man was 
subdued and arrested at the 
Memphis-area Bellevue Bap-
tist Church Easter Sunday, the 
congregation’s director of se-
curity services said.

Texas-based church security 
expert Jimmy Meeks said the 
incident serves as an example 
of “heads-up” response to a 
potential threat. The man – 
31-year-old Marcus Donald – 
who was taken into custody re-

mains under 
mental evalu-
ation, accord-
ing to media 
reports.

S t e v e 
Gaines, Bel-
levue pastor, 
said March 
28, “Satur-
day evening, 
more than 75 people gathered 
to pray over every seat in Bel-
levue’s worship center – for 

hearts to be 
changed as 
thousands 
entered Bel-
levue’s cam-
pus on Eas-
ter.

“Follow-
ing that 
t ime of 
prayer in the 

worship center, this group also 
prayed throughout the church 
campus for God’s hand of 

protection to be on each per-
son who visited Bellevue. We 
believe those fervent prayers 
were answered in light of the 
events Sunday morning,” said 
Gaines, who will be nominat-
ed for Southern Baptist Con-
vention president in June.

Just before Bellevue’s 11 
a.m. worship service began 
March 27 with an estimated 
3,500 attendees, greeter Kathy 

See ARMED page 10

valid.” He stressed the SBC’s 
international missions entity 
is “absolutely committed to 
practically accurate, biblically 
faithful reporting to the SBC.”

Among the factors IMB 
leaders cited to account for the 
decreases:

– A halt to the practice of 
reporting baptisms 
performed by partner 
conventions and other 
ministries “in which 
IMB personnel were 
less directly involved.”

– A shift toward 
work among un-
reached people groups, 
which yields fewer vis-
ible results initially.

– An inability to report 
some 2015 statistics because 
“visa denials and family cir-
cumstances” prohibited IMB 
missionaries from collecting 
on-the-ground data related to 
several “large movements of 
national believers.”

Executive Committee presi-
dent Frank S. Page told Baptist 

See BAPTISMS page 11

Guns taken from man lay on hood of police 
car following arrest. Photo by WREG-TV 

Arkansas DR
volunteers 
bring relief

 ABN classifieds get results! 
Read them on Page 12.

The ABN classifieds are a great way to advertise for  
your church or business. 

You can now submit a classified ad via the ABN website at 

arkansasbaptist.org/ad

Garrett

See RELIEF page 8

Platt
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N.C. bathroom access 
challenged by activists

 
CHARLOTTE, N.C. (BP) 
– Despite a federal court 
challenge, social conser-
vatives in North Caro-
lina are defending a state 
law upholding religious 
liberty and requiring in-
dividuals in state govern-
ment buildings to use 
restrooms based on the 
gender indicated on their 
birth certificates. “North 
Carolinians are pretty fed 
up with their voices being 
clamped down and tossed 
out” regarding the defense 
of traditional marriage 
and religious liberty, said 
Mark Harris, a Charlotte 
pastor running for U.S. 
Congress as a Republican. 
“... The citizens of North 
Carolina are determined 
their voices are going to 
be heard.”

Illinois DR volunteer 
dies during relief efforts
LEESVILLE, La. – An 
Illinois Baptist State As-
sociation (IBSA) disaster 
relief worker has died 
while working in Loui-
siana. Don Fulkerson 
died on Tuesday while 
serving those affected 
by the flooding in the 
state. Fulkerson, and his 
wife, Margie, were serving 
with other members of 
the First Baptist Church 
Galatia Baptist disaster 
relief team in Leesville 
when he experienced a 
heart attack. Attempts 
by team members and 
emergency personnel 
to revive Fulkerson, 77, 
were unsuccessful. “The 
callout to Louisiana was 
Don’s 15th response over 
a period of only four years 
and his wife, Margie, was 
almost always by his side 
serving whenever the op-
portunity arose,” said Rex 
Alexander, disaster relief 
coordinator for the IBSA. 
“Their faithful service to 
Christ brought great joy 
to both of them as they 
served side by side.”

For more ABN Digest, go to 
arkansasbaptist.org/abn-digest

Mission Siloam promotes ‘life vision’
SILOAM SPRINGS – “I don’t 
like to be a big bum in the 
background,” said Hannah 
Long, an eighth-grader from 
Sugarloaf Baptist Church in 
Heber Springs. “I like to be 
useful.”

Long’s comments echoed 
the attitudes of many campers 
who participated in Mission 
Siloam. Many campers ex-
pressed that they participate in 
Mission Siloam because they 
experience camp with a greater 
purpose.

“(Camp Siloam) is getting 
kids to believe a life vision,” 
said Allen Brewer, youth pas-
tor at Grace Christian Church 
in Crossett. “Mission Siloam 
describes what the camp is 
about, and it commits camp-
ers not just to camp, but to the 
vision of camp.”

“Eternal, global and im-
pact are three words we use 
to describe our vision. At Mis-
sion Siloam a camper gets to 
experience all three of those 
concepts,” said Jason Wilkie, 
Camp Siloam executive direc-
tor.  

Fifty-four campers from 
four churches and Arkansas 
State University’s Baptist Col-
legiate Ministry (BCM) came 
together to serve at Camp Si-
loam, March 21-25. 

Each morning, participants 
helped bring camp out of win-
ter and prepare for summer, 
performing tasks like paint-
ing benches and cleaning the 
grounds. In the afternoon they 
hosted a vacation Bible school 
(VBS) in a Springdale apart-
ment complex. Cross Church  
northwest Arkansas partnered 
with Camp Siloam by provid-
ing Impact Vans (an entire 
VBS in a truck) and plugged 
campers in with its ministry to 
a Marshallese community.  

“I like the Impact Vans and 
how we were able to share with 
kids and see them ask Jesus 
into their hearts,” said Chris 
Roberts, a ninth-grader from 
Grace Christian Church in 
Crossett.

“The Impact ministry of 
Cross Church is really cool,” 
said Caleb Long, a high-school 
senior from Sugarloaf Baptist 
Church in Heber Springs, add-
ing, “I’m not sure how much 
Cross Church had worked 
with these kids, but their 
knowledge of the gospel and 
the Bible was really impres-
sive.” 

“I need Mission Siloam 

every year, even though I’ve 
been five years in a row,” said 
Long.  

“I love to serve. S-core and 
this (Mission Siloam) are 
events that are about serving. 
Jesus said, ‘I came to serve, 
not be served.’ I like helping 
around the camp, but the 
Impact ministry touches me 
more than any other event in 
the year.”

Autumn Baker’s entire 
family came, representing 
First Baptist Church of Gen-
try. “If we were on vacation 
somewhere else,” said Baker, 
“we’d all be off doing different 
things, and we wouldn’t talk 
as much.”  

“This is my first time to 
come to camp. So I was kind 
of afraid to come here. The 
only people I knew were 
people in my youth group,” 
said Alfred Mamon of Grace 
Christian Church in Crossett. 
“I learned that if you put your 
phone away you can sure meet 
a lot of people.”

In the evenings Guy Wil-
cox, worship leader at First 
Baptist Church in Benton-
ville, led worship, and students 
from the Cross Church School 
of Ministry spoke about God’s 
mission for the world and 
what it meant to be on mis-
sion.

“Weeks after Mission Si-
loam, kids will talk about mis-
sions,” said Brewer. “Who 
knows if that is what they end 
up doing, but at least they’re 
thinking about it.”

Alfred Mamon (above right) with Grace Christian Church in Crossett assembles benches during Mission Siloam with assistance 
from Bob Roberts, a regular volunteer at Siloam. Caleb Long (below) prays with children at the Impact site.

NEW ORLEANS (BP) – 
Louisiana pastor David 
Crosby is expected to be-
come the third nominee 
for president of the 
Southern Baptist 
Convention when 
messengers gather 
for the annual meet-
ing June 14-15 in St. 
Louis.

Fellow Louisi-
ana pastor and past 
SBC president, Fred 
Luter, announced 
his intention to nominate 
Crosby March 24.

During the 20 years Cros-
by has pastored First Baptist 
Church in New Orleans, 
the congregation has given 
between 7 and 15 percent 
of its undesignated receipts 

Crosby

Crosby 3rd SBC president nominee
through the Cooperative 
Program (CP), Luter said. 
That level of CP giving per-
sisted despite a major reloca-

tion effort and $3.5 
million in damages 
sustained from Ka-
trina, Crosby said.

During the fis-
cal year that began 
a month following 
Katrina, First Bap-
tist gave 10.4 percent 
through CP, accord-
ing to the SBC's An-

nual Church Profile (ACP). 
Also expected to be nomi-

nated are Steve Gaines, 
pastor of Bellevue Baptist 
Church in Cordova, Tenn., 
and J.D. Greear, pastor of 
The Summit Church in Ra-
leigh-Durham, N.C.
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Georgia Baptists gift 
Shorter with center
 
ROME, Ga. – The Geor-
gia Baptist Mission Board 
has gifted its 32.05-acre 
Norman Park Confer-
ence Center to Shorter 
University. The property 
has an appraised value of 
$4.2 million. The proper-
ty, known as the Georgia 
Baptist Conference Cen-
ter at Norman Park, is lo-
cated at 4243 U.S. High-
way 319N in Norman 
Park, about 200 miles 
south of Atlanta. The 
center, consisting of ap-
proximately 32.05 acres, 
includes buildings with 
guest rooms and meeting 
rooms, a dining hall, an 
auditorium, a gymnasium 
and a chapel. The unre-
stricted gift includes the 
land, buildings, furnish-
ings and fixtures. In the 
past the facility has host-
ed meetings by churches 
and other groups, the 
Moultrie Observer newspa-
per reported. For a while, 
it was a satellite campus 
of Brewton-Parker Col-
lege, an arrangement that 
ended in late 2009.

National WMU begins 
process for next leader

BIRMINGHAM, Ala. – 
The WMU search com-
mittee met March 2-4 
to begin the process of 
seeking a new executive 
director-treasurer for na-
tional WMU following 
Wanda Lee’s announce-
ment of her intentions to 
retire. According to Joy 
Bolton, executive direc-
tor of Kentucky WMU 
and committee chairper-
son, the committee gath-
ered at national WMU in 
Birmingham and spent 
time in prayer and Bible 
study about seeking lead-
ers. “The search com-
mittee is following a very 
prayerful, very deliberate 
process in seeking the 
next executive director-
treasurer for national 
WMU,” Bolton said. 

Pastor Andy Brown of The Landing Church in Seattle, Wash., baptizes former atheist Kim Menon at a recent service.

Unconditional love brings atheist to Christ
Editor’s Note: Sunday, April 

10, is Cooperative Program Sun-
day in the Southern Baptist Con-
vention.

Sabrina McDonald
Special to the ABN

ARKANSAS BAPTISTS are 
making a difference in one of 
America’s most unchurched 
areas through their service and 
the financial support of the 
Cooperative Program (CP).

Kim Menon was a staunch, 
outspoken atheist. As a child, 
her parents brought her to 
church, but no one could sat-
isfy her with the answers she 
sought. 

“I thought believers just 
weren’t intelligent enough,” 
Menon said. 

Now a kindergarten teacher 
in Seattle, Wash., education is 
a central part of Menon’s life. 
She takes her job seriously, 
striving to get involved in her 
students’ lives and get to know 
their parents. She believes 
that’s how students best learn 
and grow. But Menon had no 
idea how this path would lead 
her straight into a Christian 
commitment.

Three years ago, Andy 
Brown moved from Camden 
to Seattle to start planting 
churches through the South-
ern Baptist Convention. 
Brown’s ministry is supported 
by the CP, the unified plan for 
investing in missions funded 
through the tithes and offer-
ings of Southern Baptists. 

“Together we are able to hit 
places like Seattle because it’s 
so expensive to live there,” said 
Larry Bailey, missions pastor 
at Central Baptist Church in 
Jonesboro, a sponsor church 
for Brown’s mission. 

Brown’s son was registered 
for kindergarten at the local 
school and placed in Menon’s 
class. The school building 
seemed to be in good shape, 
but the grounds needed land-
scaping and care. 

“A lot of the ministry we do 
is community service,” Brown 
said. 

“A constant presence in the 
community is the best way to 
reach people, so we kind of ad-
opted the school.”

In Seattle, it is illegal to 
talk about religion on school 
campuses. So when Brown 
talked to the principal about 
his desire to help the school 
with community service, she 

was hesitant. Brown agreed 
to work with no mention of 
his religious beliefs. Every-
one knew he was the pastor 
of The Landing Church, but 
there would be no pressure 
from Brown while he was on 
campus. He was there only to 
serve. Many teachers were curi-
ous why he would do all that 
work with nothing in return, 
so it piqued their interest. 

“He could answer my ques-
tions when asked,” Menon 
said, “but that was it.”

A need for help
“We have a small church, 

and most of 
the new believ-
ers are still not 
c o m f o r t a b l e 
being bold with 
their faith in an 
area where it 
is still taboo,” 
Brown said. “So 
we have to have 
a lot of outside 
help to have a 
constant pres-
ence in the com-
munity.” 

For example, 
the church does 
almost all the 
landscaping for the school. In 
addition, they also do some 
painting, and cater several 
times a year for the teachers 
and other special events. 

That’s why mission trips 
from sponsor churches like 
Central Baptist in Jonesboro 
are so important. Also essen-
tial is the support they receive 
through local churches giving 
to missions through the CP. 
Financial gifts from Arkansas 

Southern Baptist churches do 
more than just keep the elec-
tric bill paid; the investment 
touches lives like Menon’s in 
Seattle. 

Bailey was involved in one 
of those mission trips as a vol-
unteer in Menon’s class. He 
asked to make copies, grade 
papers, help with projects — 
anything to be of service to 
her. 

“She was very suspicious,” 
Bailey said. 

“She said, ‘I don’t get it. 
You fly all the way from Arkan-
sas to Seattle to make copies 
for me. Why?’” 

He simply 
explained, “Be-
cause we want 
to love you and 
show you that 
God loves you, 
too.” 

As they 
w o r k e d , 
Menon sat in 
the back of the 
classroom and 
watched with 
tears streaming 
down her face.

“I had never 
met anyone 
who did things 

like that without wanting 
something in return,” Menon 
said.  “I thought Christians 
were predators who didn’t re-
ally care about who I was. They 
just wanted me to say a prayer 
and then not give a care about 
me.” 

The power of persistent love
For two-and-a-half years, the 

Brown family continued to 
minister to the school and to 

Menon, among others. They 
invited her to birthday par-
ties, neighborhood get-togeth-
ers and holiday events. They 
never hid their faith. Quite the 
contrary — they continually 
invited her to church. It even 
became a joke, with Menon 
saying it would never happen. 
But as time went on, they all 
became friends, and she fell in 
love with this family. 

At the same time, Menon’s 
marriage was falling apart, and 
she wanted to save it. She knew 
the Browns were pro-marriage, 
so she came to them for help. 
Menon felt hurt, unloved and 
rejected by her husband, but 
the Browns showed her that 
they would love her no matter 
what. It made her wonder if 
there was something to all this 
talk about Jesus.

“I loved them at this point, 
and I didn’t want to come to 
church and get their hopes up 
and then disappoint them,” 
Menon said. 

So she began to learn about 
God on her own. If she heard 
them mention a Christian 
book, she would secretly buy 
the book and read it herself.

Miraculous healing
Then Menon’s mother be-

came very ill after a series of 
heart attacks. In spite of her 
fragile health, she was sched-
uled for heart surgery. Menon 
needed a miracle, so she did 
the only thing left to do: she 
called Brown and asked him to 
pray for her mother.

“I couldn’t believe what I 
was hearing,” Brown said. 

Listen to a podcast on The Landing 
Church at arkansasbaptist.org/ 
podcast.

See ATHEIST page 9
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ers speak up against it,” said 
Ed Stetzer, executive director 
of LifeWay Research, adding: 
“Religious liberty has become 
an increasingly contentious 
issue in American culture – 
with disputes over birth con-
trol, same-sex wedding cakes, 
headscarves at work and pris-
oners’ beards.”

We’ve heard the phase all 
our lives, “It’s just a sign of 
the times.”

As America grows more 
tolerant of every action and 
lifestyle imaginable, it seems 
to grow more intolerant of 
Christianity and the things of 
God.

Now more than ever we 
must strive to lives our lives 
with conviction and resolve to 
address cultural and societial 
ills with the hope found only 
in Jesus Christ.   

Editorial&Opinion
“Always be prepared to give an answer 
to everyone who asks you to give the 

reason for the hope that you have...”
 1 Peter 3:15 (NIV)

well as citizens of the United 
States of America.

It’s no surprise that a grow-
ing number of Americans 
believe religious liberty is on 
the decline and that the na-
tion’s Christians face growing 
intolerance, says a new survey 

released by 
LifeWay Re-
search.

Just this 
past week, 
the governor 
of the mostly 

conservative (except Atlanta) 
state of Georgia vetoed a bill. 
The veto could place churches 
and pastors squarely in the 
cross hairs (see article below).

We’ve all watched the news 
as America has a hostile envi-
ronment for religious liberty.

“As this perception grows, 
some approve of it while oth-

H ere we go again 
–  religious liberty in 

America is under attack, and 
I’m beginning to wonder if 
anyone cares.

Of course we do. But how 
far are Christians going to 
let it go unchallenged before 
there is no turn-
ing back?

When they 
take away our 
Bibles?

When they 
arrest our pas-
tors for preaching the Word 
of God from the pulpit of our 
churches?

How about when we are 
attempting to teach our chil-
dren (or grandchildren) bibli-
cal values?

This is a serious issue which 
literally touches the core of 
who we are as Christians, as 

Religious liberty attacked again; it’s time we cared
Cartoon by Gary Thomas
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Pressing On
Tim Yarbrough
Phil. 3:14

Political correctness: Gov. Deal vetoes Ga. religious liberty bill 
R ecently, the Georgia 

Legislature adopted a 
religious liberty bill. It is very 
much like the Religious Free-
dom Restoration Act (RFRA) 
that the Arkansas Legislature 
passed and Gov. Hutchinson 
signed last year. More than 
20 other states have passed 
similar laws. 
In 1993, the 
U.S. Congress 
passed and 
then Presi-
dent Clinton 
signed the federal version of 
RFRA.

On March 28, Gov. Nathan 
Deal of Georgia vetoed the 
bill despite the measure easily 
passing the state’s legislature 
and being favored by many 
Georgians. From all appear-
ances, the Republican gover-
nor caved to the demands of 
the likes of the National Foot-

ball League (NFL) – which 
warned it might not consider 
Atlanta as a Super Bowl site 
– technology firms, The Walt 
Disney Co., a coalition of 
more than 500 companies 
including Coca-Cola, Delta 
Air Lines, Hollywood firms 
and influential persons, as 

well as others. 
His desire to 
placate those 
powerful and 
wealthy enti-
ties apparently 

outweighed his obligation to 
follow the will of his legisla-
ture and constituents.

Opponents of RFRA laws 
engage in all kinds of dema-
goguery, claiming vociferously 
that passage of such laws will 
lead inevitably to harsh and 
oppressive discrimination 
against minorities in gen-
eral and against members 

of sexual minorities, such as 
homosexuals, lesbians and 
transgendered persons in par-
ticular. However, one incon-
venient truth neatly destroys 
that argument. In the more 
than 20 years that RFRAs 
have become law in 
various jurisdictions, 
including the U.S., 
detractors of RFRAs 
have been unable to 
document one such 
case of raw and invidi-
ous discrimination.  

Gov. Deal’s ra-
tionale for vetoing 
the bill is a quintes-
sential example of 
psychobabble and 
gobbledygook. It’s 
logic without a premise and 
conclusions without any basis. 
In the governor’s own words, 
“In light of our history, I find 
it somewhat ironic that some 

in the religious community 
today feel that it is necessary 
for a government to confer 
upon them certain rights and 
protections. If indeed our re-
ligious liberty is conferred by 
God and not by a man-made 

government, we 
should heed the 
‘hands off’ admo-
nition of the First 
Amendment to 
our Constitu-
tion.” What does 
that even mean? 

It means the 
Georgia governor 
doesn’t even 
have a working 

knowledge of civ-
ics. Christians in 

Georgia weren’t asking their 
state to “confer” any rights or 
protections. Those rights were 
given by a Higher Power and 
recognized as fundamental 

rights by the U.S. Constitu-
tion. All the people of Geor-
gia were asking for was recog-
nition of those fundamental 
rights and the ability to go 
into court and seek a judicial 
determination that the gov-
ernment lacked the constitu-
tional authority to demand 
that they violate a deeply held 
religious belief.  

Because of Gov. Deal’s 
shortsighted and reckless act 
in vetoing the religious liberty 
bill, Georgia churches and 
ministers may have to choose 
between hosting and offici-
ating same-sex weddings or 
going to jail in an exercise of 
civil disobedience. If it comes 
to that, what a smear on the 
state of Georgia that will be. 
Shame on you, Gov. Deal.      

Larry Page is executive director 
of the Arkansas Faith and Ethics 
Council.

Faith & Ethics
Larry Page

Deal
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Your mission dollars at work

Reaching the world from Arkansas
W e can reach the world with the gospel, from Ar-

kansas! What an incredible truth. One way we are 
doing that is through our partnership with a team of Inter-
national Mission Board (IMB) missionaries in a part of the 
world where there are a large number of unengaged, un-
reached people groups as well as a population of Muslims.  

Arkansas Baptists have been challenged by J.D. “Sonny” 
Tucker, executive director of the Arkansas Baptist State 
Convention (ABSC), to have every ABSC church commit-
ted to pray for an unreached people group. We have grown 
a multi-year relationship with this group of 
missionaries into a partnership providing 
direct access to these people groups and spe-
cific prayer needs related to opening these 
peoples to the gospel. 

IMB missionaries from this team already 
love ABSC churches from our prior service 
to them and their families. They have the 
highest confidence in our folks and our passion for reach-
ing the nations. They are overwhelmed with the support 
from our churches that have begun praying consistently for 
open doors for the gospel to these peoples for whom they 
have a deep passion but insufficient resources. 

We have worked with them to develop a plan for com-
mitted, consistent prayer. Numerous churches have a-
dopted a people group to pray for. The need is great. This 
region of the world has so many peoples who have no ac-
cess to the gospel. Every ABSC church is needed!

A partnership like this has two primary impacts. First, 

we are effectively taking the gospel to the nations as com-
manded by our Savior. There are simply too many people 
who have no access to the gospel to place missionaries in 
every group or nationality. The church has to be the work-
force for taking the gospel everywhere. There is no other 
way for it to be done. Your church must join the mission. 

Second, this provides a means for pastors and mission-
minded leaders to help their churches understand the vast 
lostness of our world. When you adopt a people group of 
one million souls who have never heard about Jesus, it af-

fects your church. When you begin to pray 
consistently for them, your people begin 
to care about them as people. The deeper 
your prayers go, the deeper your concern be-
comes. This is how a passion for lost people 
is both caught and taught. When the gospel 
breaks through, there is a powerful break-
through with your church as well.

It is time for churches to take up the mission given to us 
by our Lord Jesus. The beauty of what He does in our lives 
is that He can equip us to literally impact the nations from 
right here in Arkansas. If you would like to learn more 
about how to adopt a people group and join other ABSC 
churches in helping us cover this geographic region, please 
contact me at gaddison@absc.org or Bob Harper at bharp-
er@absc.org, team leader of the ABSC missions team. 

Greg Addison is associate executive director of the Arkansas 
Baptist State Convention. For more information about ABSC 
ministires visit absc.org.

T here are dates you better remember: your wedding 
anniversary (month, day and year, men!), your 

spouse’s birthday (when sharing with someone else, only 
month and day, men) and the birthdays of your children/
grandchildren. Then there are dates you will never forget. 
One such date for me is Saturday, May 10, 2008. At 8:06 
p.m., an EF3 tornado cut a three-quarter-mile-wide path 
through the southern portion of Stuttgart. Hundreds of 
homes and multiple businesses were damaged or destroyed. 
The physical campus of First Baptist Church (FBC) sus-
tained major damage. 

When I was finally able to navigate through our neigh-
borhood to the FBC campus, the first person to greet me 
at the door of our activity center was Robby Tingle of the 
Arkansas Baptist State Convention (ABSC). 

I believe my first words were, “How did 
you get here so quickly, Robby?” 

He was visiting his son who lived in 
Stuttgart. Robby’s presence brought relief, 
and his words brought great comfort. He 
assured me that Arkansas Baptist disaster 
relief units would be deployed. And, true to 
his word, those “yellow hats” began to pour into Stuttgart 
the next day. They stayed for the better part of two weeks. 
Eighteen months later, when we were able to return to our 
worship center, Robby and several members of the ABSC 
disaster relief crew were on hand to celebrate with us.

I love those “yellow hats” of the Arkansas Baptist disaster 
relief volunteers. 

When there is a disaster in our state or in a neighboring 
state, they come by the hundreds to stand and work along-
side local churches offering help, healing and hope found 
in the gospel. Arkansas Baptist disaster relief is composed 
of 1,326 credentialed volunteers who serve on 30 recovery 
units, 13 feeding units, five shower/laundry units and 
three communications units. Additionally, Arkansas Bap-
tist disaster relief has 35 fully trained chaplains.   

Due to recent flooding in the southeast and southern 
portions of our state, disaster relief has established inci-

dent command posts at both First Baptist, Crossett, and 
Tabernacle Baptist, Dermott. Four flood recovery units 
and two shower/laundry units have also been deployed to 
the hardest hit areas. 

Randy Garrett, Arkansas Baptist disaster relief director, 
said that more than 200 homes are damaged in the Der-
mott-McGehee-Lake Village area and at least 150 homes 
are damaged in the Crossett area. Work will continue in 
these areas for at least two weeks with help coming from 
California, Oklahoma, Kansas/Nebraska and Iowa Disas-
ter Relief units.

By the time you are reading this article, an ABSC feed-
ing unit will be deployed to Alexandria, La., where they are 
expected to prepare 3,000 meals a day for three weeks. Gar-
rett’s contacts in Louisiana informed him that this disaster 

will have affected more property and people 
than Hurricane Katrina did. Pray for our 
neighbors to the south.

How can you help in these efforts?
1) Pray. Pray for those affected by the 

flooding. Pray for the health and safety of 
disaster relief volunteers. Pray for Garrett 

as he coordinates the work. Pray for pastors who serve in 
these areas. Pray that as needs are met the gospel will be 
proclaimed and people will come to faith in Jesus.

2) Give. Each year give generously to the Dixie Jackson 
State Mission Offering. You can also give now at absc.org/
ministries/disasterrelief. 

3) Go. Upcoming disaster relief training opportunities 
are available at absc.org. If you are not trained but want to 
help, contact Garrett at rgarrett@absc.org or Michelle Hen-
drix at mhendrix@absc.org.

Because of your generous gifts to the Dixie Jackson of-
fering, communities across Arkansas can be assured that 
when disaster strikes the yellow hats will soon be there of-
fering help, healing and hope in the name of Jesus! Thank 
you, Arkansas Baptists!

Sam Roberts is senior pastor of First Baptist Church in Stutt-
gart and president of the Arkansas Baptist State Convention.

E ach year I receive a renewal 
notice for the termite con-

tract on our home. I pay the 
yearly fee and the pest control 
company inspects our home 
inside and out for any signs of 
termite activity. We built the 
house we currently live in and 
had the ground treated during 
the building process. It is im-
portant for homeowners to take 
steps to prevent and inspect their 
homes to protect their invest-
ment from being gnawed away by 
little termites, which can do an 
incredible amount of damage if 
left unchecked. It’s a worthwhile 
investment.

Your marriage is much more 
valuable than your home. Un-
fortunately, marriages are not 
immune to challenges that arise, 
which gnaw away at the rela-
tionships, causing harm if left 
unchecked. We often struggle to 
take adequate steps to protect our 
marriage relationships.

What are some steps for 
couples to regularly inspect their 
relationships to make sure they 
are not being undermined by 
relational termites that cause tre-
mendous damage? A part of our 
marriage foundation treatment 
included pre-marital counseling. 
It didn’t solve all our issues, but it 
made us aware of the challenges 
we would face and how to resolve 
them for the health of our mar-
riage.  

We also continue to have regu-
lar checkups by participating in 
marriage enrichment experiences 
annually and by completing a re-
lationship assessment like couple-
checkup.com. Attending church 
with your spouse is also a healthy 
step for your marriage. Shanti 
Feldhahn reveals in her book, 
“The Good News about Mar-
riage,” that attending church with 
your spouse on a regular basis is a 
great way to keep the termites at 
bay. There is something to the ac-
countability and consistent truths 
heard in a local church that helps 
sustain the health of your mar-
riage.

Reading a book on marriage 
together can provide some insight 
in how to strengthen your rela-
tionship. It is time for an inspec-
tion of your relationship. What 
steps will you take?  

Ben Phillips serves on the ABSC 
evangelism and church health team.

Family Matters
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In those few words, Judge 
Maddox captured the reason 
to exist for our Christian col-
leges. And the tandem quali-
ties of academic excellence 
and Christian commitment 
are the reason 
these institu-
tions are more 
vitally impor-
tant today than 
ever before.

At Williams, our stated 
mission is, “to provide an ex-
cellent, holistically Christian, 
liberal arts education while 
compassionately shaping stu-
dents’ lives.”

When we say, “holistically 
Christian,” we mean that 

Camp Siloam: Understanding your identity
A re you a prep, a jock or 

a burnout?” she turned 
around and asked me, quite 
to my surprise. I had just 
moved to Golden, Colo. It 
was my first day in seventh 
grade pre-algebra and the first 
time I considered identity. 

I couldn’t afford Izod cloth-
ing. I didn’t smoke cigarettes 
(which is what defined you as 
a burnout in the 1980s), but 
I did swim for the Amateur 
Athletic Union (AAU) team 
and I played sandlot baseball. 
All of these thoughts hit me 
in a matter of milliseconds, 
and I replied, “Well … a jock. 
I guess.”

Apparently satisfied, she 
introduced herself and turned 
around. Somehow, the answer 
satisfied me as well. I recall 
there was comfort within the 
confines of the definition I 
had chosen 
for myself. I 
believe that 
within every 
teenager there 
is a desire to 
have someone tell them who 
they are.  

Dan Reeves, pastor of The 
Journey, Central Baptist 
Church, Jonesboro, said that 
a teenager probably could not 
articulate that idea. However, 

“when sin entered in, it broke 
our understanding of who we 
were created to be. Everything 
past the Fall is a search for 
something to tell us who we 
are,” said Reeves.

Walker 
Moore, the 
author of 
“Rite of Pas-
sage Parent-
ing” and di-

rector of Awe Star ministries, 
says that a father’s role is to 
speak identity into his chil-
dren. With the absence of fa-
thers in so many households, 
it is so important to point 
people to our heavenly Father 

for identity.
Today, teenagers are faced 

with so many more choices 
than jock, prep or burnout. 
At some point, every student 
must make a decision about 
the identity options available. 
This summer, I want to make 
sure campers understand that 
God, the Father, has some-
thing to say about who they 
are, and it is fantastic!

Our 2016 scriptural theme 
at Camp Siloam is Ephesians 
5:8, “For you are no longer 
children of darkness, you are 
light in the Lord. Walk as 
children of Light.” Our story 
illustrating this Scripture 

Camp Siloam
Jason Wilkie

ABCHomes: Some storms know no season
O n a recent Sunday 

night, most of Ar-
kansas was under a tornado 
watch. What do you do on a 
stormy night when the min-
istry you direct has programs 
throughout much of the state? 
You watch storm coverage, 
make calls, send texts, step 
outside for a look, and pray. 
On that night, our ministry 
was spared, unlike April 2015 
when a tornado struck the 
Boys Ranch. 

By the way, all of the Ranch 
houses have been repaired. 
The multi-purpose building 
awaits a coat of paint. An ex-
panded horse barn and a new 
hay barn have been complet-
ed. Independence Hall and 
the recreation building were 
demolished. Trustees have ap-
proved construction of a new 

office and guest quarters on 
the site of the former Inde-
pendence Hall.  

There is another type of 
storm that strikes Arkansas 
families. These storms are not 
characterized by dark skies, 
bolts of thun-
der or twisting 
winds. They 
are the “storms 
of life” caused 
by broken 
relationships, 
dysfunctional families, addic-
tions, lost jobs and other cir-
cumstances. These devastat-
ing storms leave lives in need 
of repair or reconstruction.  

Sometimes, a quick re-
sponse is needed after a 
storm. On the day of the 
Ranch tornado, a number of 
volunteers responded quickly. 

Among them was the Arkan-
sas Baptist State Convention’s 
disaster relief team. Likewise, 
ABCHomes responds quickly 
to children in crisis through 
our emergency shelters in 
Paragould, Judsonia and West 

Fork. These 
programs are, 
respectfully, 
partnerships 
with the 
Greene Coun-
ty, Calvary 

and Washington/Madison 
Baptist associations. Children 
arrive at these homes anytime, 
day or night. I have purposely 
used the word “homes” be-
cause of the homelike setting 
we utilize, with live-in house-
parents.

Single mothers with chil-
dren, like individuals we read 

about in Psalm 107 that were 
caught up in stormy seas, are 
glad to find a place where 
they can be brought out “of 
their distress” and “guided 
to their 
desired 
haven.” 
These 
moms find 
that place 
at our 
Jonesboro 
or Little 
Rock Fam-
ily Care 
Homes. We 
are watching moms acquire 
jobs, complete education 
goals, build savings accounts, 
enhance parenting skills and 
grow spiritually. We love it 
when they are ready to be on 
their own.   

ABCHomes
David Perry

is about four young space 
adventurers called “Light 
Runners” who are given a dif-
ficult mission. The mission 
is sabotaged, and part of the 
adventure is discovering who 
they are.

Our mission at Camp 
Siloam is to help campers 
understand their identity in 
Jesus Christ, their purpose 
in His kingdom and their 
role in God’s mission for the 
world. It is our hope that our 
campers, radiating the Light 
of Jesus Christ, can make an 
eternal, global impact.

Jason Wilkie is executive direc-
tor of Camp Siloam. 

In recent days, our first 
Connected foster families, 
members of Central Baptist 
Church in North Little Rock, 
have completed their licens-

ing process. 
Within 
hours of 
completing 
the pro-
cess, these 
families 
are receiv-
ing their 
first foster 
children, 
providing 

safety from the storm.  
Thank you, Arkansas Bap-

tists, for allowing ABCHomes 
the opportunity to be storm 
fighters.

David Perry is executive direc-
tor of ABCHomes.

Williams: Shaping the lives that shape the future
T he late Judge Edward 

Maddox of Harrisburg 
was an unwavering supporter 
of Christian higher educa-
tion. Structures that bear the 
Maddox name at Williams 
Baptist College and Ouachita 
Baptist University stand as a 
testament to his generosity.

He was once asked why he 
supported these Christian 
schools to such a marvelous 
extent. His response was 
quick and to the point. 

“There are two things that 
can change people’s lives: 
education and Jesus Christ. 
Education shapes the mind, 
and Jesus changes the heart,” 
he said.

Williams Baptist
Brett Cooper

every aspect of the college is 
permeated by our Christian 
mission. From the classroom 
to the dorm room, from the 
library to the gym and beyond 
all campus boundaries, Wil-

liams is here 
to further the 
kingdom.

It is a warm, 
nurturing 
environment 

where students are loved for 
who they are and who they 
can become. It is an institu-
tion where professors and 
staff consider education to be 
much more of a calling than 
a career. It is a place where 
students are encouraged to 

serve, now and for the rest of 
their lives.

And it is a place where stu-
dents are challenged to learn 
like never before. Just as we 
hold high the standards of 
Christian integrity, we ask our 
students to engage the learn-
ing process with vigor and 
determination.

Put another way, Williams 
is tough academically. That 
is not in spite of the fact that 
we are a Christian institution, 
but rather because of it. Edu-
cation is our ministry, and 
we take seriously our God-
given responsibility to expand 
minds as well as hearts.

Whether their major is biol-

ogy, education, business, psy-
chology, Christian ministries 
or any of our 25-plus majors, 
these students are preparing 
to enter the workforce and 
the world. 

Rather than shelter them 
from the “real world,” we are 
equipping them to enter it 
and make an impact.  

Strong faith and strong 
minds are two things desper-
ately needed to impact this 
world.  It is the distinct call-
ing of Christian colleges to 
produce both.

Brett Cooper is vice president 
for institutional advancement at 
Williams Baptist College in Wal-
nut Ridge. 

ABSC AGENCIES



www.arkansasbaptist.org 7   

Ouachita trustees updated on presidential search
ARKADELPHIA — Sharing 
an update on Ouachita Bap-
tist University’s presidential 
search process, search commit-
tee chairman Gene Whisen-
hunt told members of Ouachi-
ta’s board of trustees that the 
committee 
“is diligent-
ly seeking 
the right 
leader for 
this univer-
sity at this 
time.”

In other board business, 
trustees heard a report about 
four new degree programs 
being introduced this fall and 
approved several personnel-re-
lated actions, including nam-
ing two emeriti faculty.

Since being appointed last 
summer following the resig-
nation of Ouachita president 
Rex Horne, Whisenhunt said 
the presidential search com-
mittee has focused on gather-
ing and then narrowing the 
list of potential presidential 
candidates. He said among key 
qualifications they are evaluat-

ing are candidates’ Christian 
faith, leadership experience, 
fundraising ability, manage-
ment style and vision as the 
committee seeks “God’s con-
firmation of the right person 
at the right time.”

F o l -
l o w -
ing the 
b o a r d 
meeting, 
t r u s t e e 
c h a i r -
man Jay 

Heflin emailed an additional 
update about the search pro-
cess to Ouachita faculty and 
staff members. 

“The search committee has 
narrowed its list to three in-
dividuals and it is their hope 
to have a candidate to present 
to the board of trustees in the 
coming few weeks,” Heflin 
said. “Once that recommen-
dation is made, the board will 
review the information pre-
sented by the search commit-
tee, interview the candidate 
and vote to move forward or 
not.”

Heflin encouraged faculty 
and staff to “pray that the 
search committee continues 
to strive to seek and follow 
God’s will in the process” and 
to “pray for the candidates and 
their families as they make 
potentially life-changing deci-
sions, seeking to follow God’s 

will.” He also urged prayer “for 
wisdom and discernment for 
the board as they contemplate 
a very meaningful decision for 
the university.”

 In other board updates, 
Ouachita interim president 
Charles Wright reported that 
university administrators and 

faculty have approved adding 
four new degree programs at 
Ouachita this fall: a Bachelor 
of Arts degree in music busi-
ness, a Bachelor of Arts in ap-
plied physics and Bachelor of 
Science degrees in biophysics 
and physics/mathematics with 
a teaching emphasis.

WALNUT RIDGE – Williams 
Baptist College will launch its 
new honors program and wel-
come its first group of partici-
pants, known as Coe Honors 
Scholars, this fall. Students se-
lected for the prestigious pro-
gram will participate in a wide 
array of academic opportuni-
ties and challenges.

The title of Coe Honors 
Scholar is a tribute to the late 
Henry E. (Ezra) and Verbeth 
Coe of Tuckerman, whose re-
cent estate gift endowed schol-
arships at Williams, as well as 
benefiting two other educa-
tional institutions. Longtime 
supporters of Williams, the 

Coes left nearly $1 million 
from their estate to the college.

Their nephew, Bill Coe, 
stated, “I know that 
Ezra and Verbeth 
would be humbled 
and honored that the 
school would estab-
lish a scholarship pro-
gram in their memo-
ry. I know it would 
make them proud.”

“The Coes were a 
quiet, unassuming couple who 
made a lasting impact on Wil-
liams Baptist College and its 
students,” said Brett Cooper, 
vice president for institutional 
advancement for the college. 

“It is only fitting that their 
name be associated with the 
outstanding students who will 

take part in this 
program.”

The new hon-
ors program will 
be directed by 
Kenneth Start-
up, who says 
the program is a 
logical move for 
Williams due to 

what he describes as the col-
lege’s long-standing, excellent 
academic culture and decades-
long tradition of academic 
honors activities and organiza-
tions.

Williams launches new Coe scholarship program
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LITTLE ROCK – Nick Burt, 
23, is the new media services 
director for the Arkansas Bap-
tist State Convention (ABSC) .

“We are excited to have 
someone with Nick's skills 
and abilities to help us tell the 
story of how Arkansas Baptists 
are sharing 
the gospel,” 
said Greg Ad-
dison, ABSC 
associate ex-
ecutive direc-
tor.

“I have a 
passion to 
use media in 
unique ways 
to share the gospel as well 
as what is going on in our 
churches,” said Burt.

“He (Burt) has already 
helped us launch our CP 
Share initiative and increase 
our social media profile,” said 
Addison.

A native of Texarkana, Burt 
is a graduate of Ouachita Bap-
tist University, where he stud-
ied Mass Communications 
and Christian Studies. He and 
his wife, Amanda, were mar-
ried in July of 2015.

First Baptist Church, Bastrop, 
La. Jimmy Blackford, an Ar-
kansas Baptist DR volunteer 
and member of First Baptist 
Church, Marion, will assist in 
leading the training.

Arkansas DR teams are 
also deployed to southeastern 
parts of the state. Incident 
Command posts were set up 
at First Baptist Church, Cros-
sett, and Tabernacle Baptist 
Church, Dermott, an African-
American congregation that 
recently joined the ABSC and 
Southern Baptist Convention.

“One of their members … 
came to disaster relief train-
ing on the Saturday before the 
flooding happened, and Sun-
day the flood waters hit. So 
Sunday, their church opened 
their doors and our assessors 
came in and started,” said 
Michelle Hendrix, ABSC mis-
sions team member. 

“They housed our asses-
sors and began asking, ‘What 
can we do to help?’ … It’s re-
ally cool. They just came in 
(to the ABSC) and they are 
serving with our volunteers,” 
said Hendrix. “Their pastor is 
Ricky Lattimore, and he has 
actually been doing some of 
the cooking. He has a servant 
heart, and it’s just beautiful.”

“They baptized eight people 
the Sunday before Easter,” said 
Garrett. “They are out reach-
ing the community.”

Hendrix said that the flood 
recovery units have been pass-
ing out information about 
Tabernacle Baptist to the peo-
ple they are serving in order to 
let them know that the church 
is a great option if they don’t 
currently have a church home.

The shower and laundry 
unit of Geyer Springs First 
Baptist Church, Little Rock, 
was deployed to First Bap-
tist. Corners Chapel Baptist 
Church, located in Payneway, 

an unincorporated commu-
nity near Trumann, has been 
cooking meals for DR volun-
teers being housed in Crossett. 
Tri-County Baptist Associa-
tion, Wynne, deployed asses-
sors who were housed at Tab-
ernacle Baptist. Bartholomew 
Baptist Association, Warren, 
North Arkansas Baptist As-
sociation, Harrison, Cross 
Church in northwest Arkansas 
and Fellowship Bible Church, 
Little Rock, also deployed vol-
unteers to Dermott.

In Crossett and McGehee, 
Arkansas Baptist volunteers 
were joined by DR volunteers 
from Tennessee and by Men-
nonite volunteers from west 
Texas.

While Southern Baptist DR 
did not partner with the Men-
nonite volunteers, Garrett said 
First Baptist Church, McGe-
hee, was instrumental in orga-
nizing a multi-denominational 
group of churches in the area 
to provide meals for the group 
as they worked alongside Bap-
tist volunteers in providing 
flood recovery.

According to Hendrix, Ar-

kansas Baptist DR teams first 
worked alongside Mennonite 
volunteers during the recent 
deployment to Pine Bluff to 
aid with flood recovery there. 
She said the volunteers from 
the two denominations have 
grown a strong working rela-
tionship.

“We like to work with them 
(the Mennonites). They are 
hard workers and really sweet 
people,” said Hendrix. “They 
have lots of young guys and 
most of our guys are elderly. 
They are hard workers and 
have a great spirit, and that’s 
really positive. It’s all about 
helping people.”

“These guys (the Menno-
nites) drove all the way from 
west Texas. … They are 10 
miles from New Mexico,” said 
Garrett.

DR teams from Tennessee 
joined Arkansas Baptist volun-
teers working in and around 
Dermott. The North Ameri-
can Mission Board flew in DR 
volunteers from California to 
Arkansas to aid in recovery 
and relieve Arkansas Baptist 

volunteers who have been 
working since the original de-
ployment to southeastern Ar-
kansas. First Baptist Church, 
Ozark’s shower and laundry 
unit was deployed to Taber-
nacle Baptist. 

Tabernacle Baptist has been 
cooking meals for DR vol-
unteers being housed at the 
church with food provided by 
DR.

Contact Caleb Yarbrough at 
caleb@arkansasbaptist.org. Read 
more at arkansasbaptist.org.

continued from page one
RELIEF

Arkansas Baptist disaster relief (DR) volunteers work to assist victims of recent flooding in Louisiana and southeast Arkansas. 
Arkansas Baptist teams were joined by DR volunteers from Tennessee, Oklahoma and California. In Arkansas, incident commands 
were set up at First Baptist Church, Crossett, and Tabernacle Baptist Church, Dermott. Photo by Caleb Yarbrough Burt

Burt named
new ABSC 
media director
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What surprised him even 
more was what he heard come 
out of his own mouth: “God 
will heal your mother.” 

He panicked. What if God 
didn’t heal her mother? What 
if this pushed her even further 
from God? So he did what he 
knew he should do — start 
praying. He called everyone 
in the church, emailed and 
posted on Facebook. He had 
every believer he knew praying 
for Menon’s mother. 

“Prayer and fasting are first 
and foremost on Brown’s 
mind,” Bailey said. “Like 
the saints of old — he’s pat-
terned his 
life after 
them.” 

E v e r y -
one wait-
ed with 
e x p e c t a -
tion as 
Menon ’ s 
m o t h e r 
u n d e r -
went sur-
gery. But when the doctors 
opened her up, they could 
find nothing wrong with her. 

Menon was relieved, but 
also frustrated and angry. She 
wanted an explanation, but 
none of the doctors could tell 

her how her mother could be 
healed. She called a friend, an 
atheistic cardiac nurse, and 
her only response was, “Some-
times we don’t have the know-
ledge yet.”

She called Brown, and 
when she questioned him, 
he simply said, “What do you 
think about it?” 

Menon searched her heart, 
and she knew Who healed her 
mother: God.

A softened heart
 It wasn’t long until Menon 

was ready for the “God talk.” 
She was alone, listening to 
Christian music, and a song 
came on the radio that spoke 
to her. 

“I am not alone,” she said. 
“Even though my husband 

leaves me, 
God will 
never leave 
me.” 

S h e  
called the 
c h u r c h , 
and Brown 
w a s n ’ t 
avai lable , 
so  she 
spoke with 

a woman there. 
“I feel something different 

inside me,” Menon began to 
explain. At the end of the con-
versation, the woman led her 
in a salvation prayer over the 
phone.  

Menon brought 19 of her 
unsaved friends to her bap-
tism, and she is now the part-
time children’s minister at The 
Landing Church. 

“My life has changed im-
measurably,” she said. “I used 
to omit the words ‘under God’ 
from the pledge of allegiance. 
I was for gay rights, and now I 
have a different definition of 
marriage — God’s definition. 
I didn’t even know what a gos-
pel tract was three years ago, 
and now I’m handing them 
out.”

The Browns continue to 
help Menon grow in her faith 
and help her reach others. 

“Tell the people in Arkan-
sas , ‘Thank you,’ and that they 
are changing lives,” she said. 

The costs of ministry
“There’s a teacher next 

door to me, and she’s been 
burned by believers. They 
need to come volunteer in her 
class. They can give their time 

continued from page 3

ATHEIST

The metro Seattle area has 4.59 million residents, with 17 percent of its residents foreign born. Most residents – 65.8 percent – 
do not identify with any religious body. The Seattle area has only one Southern Baptist church for every 30,404 residents. That 
compares with one for every 1,894 people in the state of Arkansas, according to the North American Mission Board.

and prayers.” 
And they can also give fi-

nancially.
“We need a lot more sup-

port,” Brown said. What the 
ministry is currently receiving 
in support just isn’t enough to 
cover their expenses. 

“We have to raise a lot of 
money on our own because 
the cost of living is 45 to 50 
percent higher than in other 
parts of the country.”

With a growing ministry, 
the costs are also growing. The 
Pacific Northwest is 96 per-
cent unchurched, and the few 
churches that do exist make lit-
tle or no effort to reach people 
in their communities. 

In addition to Brown’s 
church plant and his efforts 
to reach people through the 
school, he has started a home-

less ministry called SALT, 
which supplies food, clothing, 
personal health supplies and 
biblical teaching. Through 
Brown’s efforts, since March 
2014, 48 people have come to 
Christ. 

“Without the CP, Southern 
Baptist missionaries wouldn’t 
have the base to operate,” 
Brown said. “Together we can 
target strategic areas and ac-
complish a lot.” 

Imagine what men of prayer 
like Brown could do in the 
mission field if every family 
in Arkansas began simply to 
tithe each month to their local 
church. How much would they 
give to see more people like 
Menon find eternal life?

Sabrina McDonald is a free-
lance writer and member of First 
Baptist Church, Cabot.

Visit the ABN online at
arkansasbaptist.org/latest-news
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Jackson noticed a man enter-
ing the church with “a pistol 
sticking out of his pocket,” 
administrative pastor David 
Coombs said. She told a near-
by ministerial staff member, 
who radioed security.

Andy Willis, Bellevue’s di-
rector of security services and 
a reserve officer with the Mem-
phis Police Department, ap-
proached the man, identified 
himself as a police officer and 
escorted him into a hallway.

“I figured this was a guy 
with a [concealed] carry permit 
who just ... didn’t know that 
it was appropriate to hide [the 
weapon] if he’s going to carry 
it somewhere,” Willis said.

Donald appeared calm 
when Willis took his pistol – 
a .40-caliber Beretta according 
to The (Memphis) Commercial 
Appeal – and asked him to put 
the weapon in his car before 
entering the service, the offi-
cer said. Donald said he had 
the weapon because “Mem-
phis is dangerous.”

Donald told Willis he had 
a permit to carry the pistol 
and did not have any other 
weapons. Donald then agreed 
to let Willis put the gun in a 
backpack Donald was carry-
ing. When Willis opened the 
backpack, he discovered an 
automatic rifle and “lots of 
ammo,” Willis said. The Com-
mercial Appeal reported the 
rifle was a .300 Blackout as-
sault weapon.

“I, of course, quickly 
changed mode,” Willis said. 
“I dropped [the backpack]. I 
put my hand on my pistol – 
I didn’t draw it. And I yelled 
at him, ‘Get down on your 
knees,’ which he did.”

After another security team 
member arrived to assist, Don-
ald rolled off his knees and 
ran toward the auditorium. 
Willis said he tackled Donald, 
and security team members 
handcuffed him and escorted 
him to an exit to wait for po-
lice. Donald was arrested for 
“emergency commitment” and 
underwent psychiatric evalua-
tion, according to The Commer-
cial Appeal.

“When I saw the rifle, I 
thought, ‘This guy’s coming 
to do terrible stuff. I’m going 
to do what I’m supposed to 
do. I’m stopping him,’” Wil-
lis said. When Donald ran, he 
“was not trying to get away. He 
was moving as if he was head-
ed to complete his mission.”

Willis added he doesn’t 
know whether Donald intend-
ed to do harm. Coombs said 
Donald’s mother, a Bellevue 
member, reported he was “hy-
per-afraid of being attacked.”

The Memphis police and 
the FBI are continuing to in-
vestigate the incident. 

Under Tennessee state law, 
guns are banned on church 
property only if the property is 
being used for a school event 
or if the church posts signs at 
entryways stating weapons are 
banned, The Commercial Ap-
peal reported, noting a church 
spokesman was unaware of any 
such policy at Bellevue.

Meeks, a retired Hurst, 
Texas, police officer who 
trains churches across the U.S. 
in proper security procedures 
through what he calls Sheep-
dog Seminars, credited Jack-
son, the greeter who initially 
reported Donald.

“What a heads-up call,” 
Meeks said. “What a Joan of 
Arc, as we would call her at the 
seminar. My hat’s off to her 
because we’ve told people over 
and over: It’s not just a case of 
‘Do you have armed security?’ 
She probably wasn’t armed. 
But she saw something. You’ve 
got to pay attention.”

Since 1999, there have been 
625 violent deaths at houses 
of worship in America, Meeks 
said. To avoid additions to that 
statistic, churches of all sizes 
should form security teams 
trained to watch for suspicious 
behavior like individuals carry-
ing backpacks or wearing large 
jackets in hot weather.

Depending on state laws 
and other factors, church se-
curity teams may or may not 
choose to be armed, Meeks 
said. He urged all security 
teams to train regularly, “just 
like the praise and worship 
team or choir does.”

“Paul used armed security 
in Acts 23, if you’ll recall,” 
Meeks said. “His nephew told 
him, ‘Paul, there are 40 men 
who are going to kill you. They 
vowed to not eat until you’re 
dead.’ Paul said, ‘Well, go tell 
the police,’ and they put 475 
armed guards on him. That’s 
how he got to Rome and how 
the gospel got all the way to 
Nashville and Dallas” eventu-
ally.

At Bellevue, security helped 
play a role in spreading the 
gospel. Following the arrest 
of the man, 148 people made 
first-time professions of faith 
Sunday, the largest number 
of which in 11 a.m. service, 
Coombs said.

continued from page one
ARMED Baptists await contraceptive ruling

WASHINGTON, D.C. – 
Southern Baptists now wait 
with a host of other religious 
adherents for a U.S. Supreme 
Court ruling that could deci-
sively affect their ministries 
after justices questioned a fed-
eral contraceptive policy dur-
ing oral arguments.

Lawyers for GuideStone Fi-
nancial Resources, the Roman 
Catholic order known as the 
Little Sisters of the Poor and 
other ministries told the high 
court March 23 an accommo-
dation for religious nonprofits 
to the Obama administration's 
abortion/contraception man-
date violates religious freedom 
rights by coercing complicity 
in providing potentially abor-
tion-inducing drugs and devic-
es. GuideStone, the Southern 
Baptist Convention's health 
and financial benefits entity, 
and two of the ministries it 
serves, as well as three Baptist 
universities, are among the 
challengers to the accommo-
dation.

The Supreme Court is ex-
pected to issue an opinion be-
fore the end of its term, which 
normally is in late June.

GuideStone President O.S. 
Hawkins, encouraged prayer 
for the court afterward.

"We are thankful for the op-
portunity to make our case be-

fore the High Court and pray 
for wisdom for the justices 
and favor in the outcome," 
Hawkins said in a written re-
lease. "We are thankful for 
the prayers of so many in our 
Southern Baptist and broader 
evangelical family; this is the 
time to continue praying for 
these men and women who 
will render the verdict."

Russell Moore, president of 
the Southern Baptist Ethics 
and Religious Liberty Com-
mission (ERLC), pointed to 
the pending decision's impor-
tance for the church and coun-
try. "Religious liberty shouldn't 
be a partisan issue," Moore 
said. "It matters to every sin-
gle American, both to people 
of faith and to people of no 

faith, that the government not 
be empowered to force citizens 
to act contrary to their con-
science.”

The abortion/contracep-
tion mandate – a federal reg-
ulation issued to help imple-
ment the 2010 health-care re-
form law – requires employers 
to provide for their workers 
federally approved contracep-
tives. Those who refuse to 
abide by the requirement face 
fines in the millions of dollars.

The Department of Health 
and Human Services (HHS) 
provided an exemption to the 
mandate for churches and 
their auxiliaries but did not ex-
tend it to non-church-related, 
nonprofit organizations that 
object.
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For more information visit: 
– thearvba.com 

– ccbassociation.org 
– 479-280-1739

Evangelist
Lawrence J. 
Woodard 
Ministries

– Revivals
– Prophecy conferences
– Studies of Daniel and Revelation
– Studies of the spirit world

Address: 
Evangelist Lawrence J. Woodward
P.O. Box 1331
Clarksville, AR 72830

479-292-0030

Conservative – Fundamentalist

Press, “We rejoice at all evan-
gelistic efforts everywhere. At 
the same time, this office has 
been encouraging the IMB to 
evaluate its reporting system to 
bring greater focus to the work 
directly empowered through 
our Cooperative Program gifts. 
We are grateful to Dr. Platt 
and his staff for moving in this 
direction. While the numbers 
may initially look negative and 
some may focus on the appar-
ent decline, the reality is we 
are seeing a clearer picture of 
the impact our missionaries 
are making, and I am deeply 
grateful for that.”

Hall wrote in the Baptist 
Message article that the 2016 
“baptism figure represents 
the lowest level reported in 
46 years.” Hall also noted a 
decrease in “new churches” 
reported by the IMB from 
13,824 in 2014 to 3,842 in 
2015, according to the Minis-
try Report.

Some explanation of the 

decrease was included in the 
Ministry Report, which was 
posted online in February at 
sbc.net/cp/ministryreports/ 
and emailed to SBC Executive 
Committee members, Baptist 
state convention executive 
directors, Baptist state news-
paper editors and SBC en-
tity leaders. Decreases in new 
churches between 2012 and 
2013 and again between 2014 
and 2015 each was “due to one 
large CPM (church planting 
movement); no longer report-
ed,” according to question 22 
of 25 in the report – an obser-
vation Hall noted.

Not commented on in 
Hall’s report was a response to 
a subsequent question in the 
Ministry Report that states, 
“IMB is committed to seeing 
indigenous movements within 
every people group and urban 
center engaged with church 
planting teams. As teams reach 
the point where a movement is 
occurring, they hand off their 
work to capable indigenous 
leaders and move on to an 
unreached people group that 
needs a team to begin work.

“When teams move on, 
IMB no longer counts statis-
tics from their former work, 
and these are no longer re-
ported in the annual statistical 
report,” the IMB stated.

“The years of 2012 and 
2015 were characterized by 
such transitions as IMB mis-
sionaries responded to the 
needs of unreached people 
groups in hard places. With 
this said, IMB missionaries 
planted 3,842 churches last 

year, and the number of Bap-
tist churches in people groups 
and urban segments grew to 
41,172,” the report stated.

In addition, annotations in 
SBC Annuals appear to reflect 
two separate changes in data 
reporting methods since 2009, 
a fact to which Hall alluded. In 
2011, the IMB stated, “Begin-
ning with this report (on 2010 
statistics), figures reported are 
for work related to IMB per-
sonnel only, and no longer 
include reports related to part-
ner conventions and unions.”

Accordingly, reported bap-
tisms decreased from 506,019 
for 2009 to 360,876 for 2010.

In 2014, the IMB noted on 
its report for 2013, “Major 
movements that are self-sus-
taining and require only occa-
sional guidance and assistance 
from IMB personnel have 
been removed from the statis-
tics this reporting year, which 
results in some statistics being 
somewhat different from ear-
lier reporting periods.”

Accordingly, the number 
of reported baptisms declined 
from 266,451 for 2012 to 
114,571 for 2013.

Platt said “complications” 
and apparent “discrepancies” 
in IMB statistics demonstrate 
“that we need to reevaluate 
our current methods for col-
lecting data from the field.”

“This is one of many rea-
sons why months ago we 
began a process of reevaluat-
ing the quantitative and quali-
tative measures of our work 
around the world,” Platt said. 
“This process of reevaluating 
is focused on defining terms, 
minimizing inconsistencies, 
increasing accountability and 
ensuring accuracy in our re-
porting. We look forward to 
completion of this process 
with a view toward consistent 
implementation of it in the 
future.”

One reality unquestionably 
reflected in IMB statistical re-
ports, Platt said, is that “every 
single day God is using South-
ern Baptist church members 
who have been sent to the na-
tions to lead people to Christ, 
to make disciples, to plant 
churches, to train pastors and 
to train missionaries.”

continued from page one
BAPTISMS

Jonesboro church to buy fairgrounds 
JONESBORO – Nettleton 
Baptist Church, Jonesboro, 
has agreed to purchase the 
former Northeast Arkansas 
District Fairgrounds, and asso-
ciated facilities, in Craighead 
County.

According to a report pub-
lished by the Arkansas Dem-
ocrat-Gazette, a bankruptcy 
court approved liquidation of 
the 77-acre fairgrounds and as-
sociated facilities last fall. 

The Democrat-Gazette article 
said that the property was put 
up for sale after the Craighead 
County Fair Association filed 
for Chapter 11 bankruptcy in 
2014. 

The association was more 
than $9 million in debt at the 
time.

“It’s a lot of property, but 
it’s a nice setting,” Stan Bal-

lard, pastor of Nettleton Bap-
tist Church, said. “There’s 
plenty of parking space and 
we won’t have to build from 
scratch.”

Nettleton Baptist plans to 
convert a 113,600-square-foot 
exhibition building included 
in the sale into a chapel by 
September and to lease the 
fairgrounds land to the fair as-
sociation in order to allow the 
county fair and special events 
for children to continue, the 
Democrat-Gazette reported.

“We’re 99 percent sure we 
will have a fair there this year,” 
said Michael Cureton, presi-
dent of the Craighead County 
Fair Association. “We will 
be there at least for the short 
term. We’re starting to plan to 
see what the future holds for 
the long term.”

ABN accepting scholarship applications 
LITTLE ROCK – Today’s 
media need more journalists 
and communicators with a 
Christian worldview. With 
this in mind, the Arkansas 

Baptist News (ABN) established 
a scholarship a number of 
years ago designed to encour-
age students to pursue a career 
in Christian communications.

The ABN scholarship is 
administered through the 
Arkansas Baptist Founda-
tion. Students may visit abf.
org to apply.
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Doug Quillin, 81, of Gur-
don, died March 18 in Arka-
delphia. 

He was a member and dea-
con of Center 
Point Baptist 
Church, Gur-
don, where he 
served as music 
minister for 
more than 40 
years. He owned 
and operated 

Doug’s Grocery in Gurdon for 
many years. 

Quillin served on the board 
of the housing authority, the 
Central Arkansas Develop-
ment Council and the Senior 
Council for Aging, all in Gur-
don.

He was preceded in death 

ACROSS ARKANSAS

Obituaries by his wife of 61 years, Joyce 
Coon Quillin, and is survived 
by two sons, five grandchil-
dren, nine great-grandchildren 
and a brother.

Funeral services were held 
March 21 at Ruggles-Wilcox 
Funeral Home in Arkadelphia, 
followed by burial at Richland 
Cemetery in Gum Springs.

Church life

First Baptist Church, Pat-
terson, will host a catfish din-
ner and crawfish boil at 6 p.m. 
April 11 for the men and boys 
of Woodruff County. The 
church encourages all to “at-
tend a great night of fellowship 
and worship.”

First Baptist Church, 
Wooster, will mark its 100-year 
anniversary Sunday, June 26. 

The theme of event is, “Thank-
ful for the Past. Rejoicing in 
the Present. Preparing for the 
Future.” The celebration be-
gins with a worship service at 
10:50 a.m., followed by a ca-
tered lunch, fellowship and a 
celebration service. The event 
concludes at 3 p.m. For more 
information, call the church 
office at 501-679-3139.  

New Day Fellowship, Eu-
reka Springs, had 197 in wor-
ship on Easter Sunday, with 
four professions of faith and 
seven recommitments, reports 
Darryl Harris, pastor. “Fellow-
ship just completed our fifth 
year as a mission in Eureka 
Springs,” said Harris. “We 
constituted last November as 
a church with NABA (North 
Arkansas Baptist Association) 
out of Harrison.”

On the move

Rick Davis is serving as pas-
tor of First Baptist Church, 
Lake City.

Josh Raspberry is serving as 
pastor of First Baptist Church, 
Corning.

Marcus Crawley is serv-
ing as pastor of First Baptist 
Church, Emmet. 

Gene Fulcher is serving as 
pastor of First Baptist Church, 
Greenland.

Brent Hutsell is serving as 
pastor of Illinois Baptist Cha-
pel, Prairie Grove.

David Johnson is serving as 
pastor of Southside, Fayette-
ville.

Matt Kilgore is serving as 
pastor of Newark Southern 
Baptist Church, Newark.

Gary Martin is serving as 

pastor of Witter Community 
Baptist Church, Witter.  

Lloyd Townsend is serving 
as pastor of Second Baptist 
Church, Crossett.

TWENTY-EIGHT salva-
tions were made at nu-
merous block parties held 
March 19, in Paragould, 
Forrest City, and Pales-
tine, the Arkansas Baptist 
State Convention (ABSC) 
mission team reported.

Tracy Archibald, ABSC 
mission team member 
amd block party coordi-
nator, said more than 800 
people were in attendance 
at the three events.

28 saved at three
ABSC block parties

Looking to fill a staff position at your church? 

C l a s s i f i e d s
  PASTOR

Is God calling you to rural Missouri? 
Gainesville First Baptist Church is seeking 
a full-time SBC pastor. Please send 
resume with internet link or CD/DVD to P.O. 
Box 627, Gainesville, MO 65655 or email 
fbcgainesville@centurylink.net.

Crossroads Baptist Church, Bonnerdale, 
Arkansas, seeking bi-vocational pas-
tor. 501-767-6876.

Central Baptist Church of Pine Bluff/
White Hall AR is accepting resumes for 
a full-time Pastor. The desire of the 
church is a Spirit led pastor proclaiming 
the gospel of Jesus Christ; with a vision  for 
outreach, a love for all ages and a desire 
to grow leaders within the church.  Con-
tact CBC Pastor Search Committee, PO Box 
20336, White Hall, AR 71612-0336 or cbc-
secretary@cablelynx.com.

Barton Chapel Baptist Church seeking 
bi-vocational pastor. Generous salary 
and parsonage. Church located 10 miles 
south of Tyronza, AR. (Heafer Community) 
Please send resume to freddy.simpson@
nglep.com.

Highland Hills Baptist Church is seeking 
a bi-vocational pastor. Email resume to 
hhbc.search@gmail.com or mail resumes to 
Search Committee, HHBC, 4106 E 9th St., 
Texarkana, AR 71854.

First Baptist of Perryville accepting ap-
plications for full-time pastor. P.O. Box 
328, Perryville, AR 72126. Email patrick-
wsims@yahoo.com. 

Bi-vocational senior pastor posi-
tion at Reynolds Park Baptist Church, P.O. 
Box 1828, Paragould, AR 72451, reynold-
sparkbaptist@gmail.com. Mail or email 

resume to Attn: Search Committee. 
First Baptist Church, Gillham, is seek-

ing a full-time pastor. Please send 
resumes to Pastor Search Committee, c/o 
Vona McKinley, 332 Pendergrass Road, 
Horatio, AR 71842.  

Due to resignation, New Hope Baptist 
Church of Pollard is seeking a full-time 
pastor. Please send resume to Pastor 
Search Committee, New Hope Baptist 
Church, P.O. Box 80, Pollard, AR 72456.

  OTHER STAFF POSITIONS

Williams Baptist College seeks ap-
plicants for the position of Campus 
Minister. This position is responsible 
for the creation, implementation, & man-
agement of a comprehensive campus 
ministry program that promotes worship, 
evangelism, discipleship, and domestic/
international missions. More informa-
tion and job description found at www.
wbcoll.edu/employment. Send resume, 
statement of faith & references to hr@
wbcoll.edu.

Armorel Baptist Church is seeking a 
conservative music director to lead 
the church in traditional worship.  The 
position is part-time.  Send resumes to 
PO Box 68, Armorel, AR 72310.  You may 
also send them to Linda@armorelbc.com.

Skyline Baptist Church, Branson, MO is 
prayerfully seeking a Worship Leader.  
Primary responsibilities include leading 
worship services and music ministries 
as well as serving in an administrative 
capacity. Qualifications include previous 
experience in worship leadership as well 
as the ability to lead worship with key-

board or guitar.  This position is a full-time 
salaried position with benefits. A Ministry 
Description is available on our website at 
www.skylinebaptist.com and you may 
submit your resume to office@skylinebap-
tist.com until May 1, 2016.

Grace Baptist Church of Rogers Arkansas 
is seeking a full-time minister of stu-
dents. The candidate must have a great 
love for the Lord and the willingness to set 
a Christ-like example for others while shar-
ing God’s Word. The position offers a com-
petitive salary and benefits, housing, along 
with two weeks paid vacation. Grace Bap-
tist Church is a 300 member church with at-
tendance of 180-200. Please send resume 
to Grace Baptist Church, 2409 W New Hope 
RD, Rogers, AR 72758. Fax 479-636-6448, 
Email Randy@gbcrogers.com.

F/T worship pastor sought to lead 
blended worship in conservative, reformed 
SBC in Bartlesville, OK. (www.highland-
parkbaptist.net) Choir conducting, media 
skills preferred. Send resume to office@
highlandparkbaptist.net.

Parkway Place Baptist Church in Little 
Rock is seeking a part-time Book-
keeper, 14-15 hr/wk. Job Description can 
be emailed on request. Prefer experience 
with church bookkeeping and ACS is a plus. 
Email resume to parker@ppbc.com.

Mount Carmel Baptist Church of Cabot  
is looking for a minister to children 
and families. A job description will be 
emailed upon request at 501-843-6222. 
Resumes can be emailed to tonya.garri-
son@mcbccabot.com. 

Baring Cross Baptist Church, Sherwood, 
is accepting resumes for a full-time min-
ister of music. Baring Cross is committed 

to a blended worship experience that incor-
porates both traditional and contemporary 
music, utilizing both choir and praise team. 
Persons interested should send a resume to 
Baring Cross Baptist Church, 7541 Warden 
Road, Sherwood, AR 72120 or bcbcmarty@
sbcglobal.net.

Tallowood Baptist Church, Houston, 
Texas, is seeking a dynamic minister 
to serve a diverse, metropolitan, 
student community. Responsibilities 
include leadership and supervision of as-
sociate staff and development of a creative 
and biblically based ministry to students. A 
minimum of 5 years experience in student 
ministry is required and experience serving 
multiple high schools is strongly preferred. 
Formal theological training required. Re-
sumes may be sent to smsearch@tallowood.
org. 

Soaring Wings Christian Home and 
Ranch seeks a Christian couple as full-time 
house parents to provide long-term care 
for seven to 10 children, including own, in 
a Christ-centered home. For more informa-
tion, email jason@soaringwingsranch.com 
or visit www.swranch.org.

First Baptist Church of Dover is looking 
for a full-time minister of music and 
media technology. A job description can 
be found at our website www.fbcdover.com 
and resumes can be sent to office@fbcdover.
com. Deadline June 1. 

First Baptist Church of Green Forest is 
seeking a bi-vocational youth minis-
ter. Please send resumes to P.O. Box 550, 
Green Forest, AR 72638, Attn: Pastor. 

Highland Drive Baptist Church in Jones-
boro is seeking a full-time children’s 
minister. Send resume and cover letter to 

Johnny Hutchison, 515 E. Highland Drive, 
Jonesboro, AR 72401. Or email both to 
johnny@hdbc.org.  

First Baptist Church of Dumas is seek-
ing a full-time youth pastor. Those 
interested should send a resume to FBC 
Dumas, 200 E. Waterman, Dumas, AR 
71639.  

Old Austin Baptist Church of Austin 
is seeking a bi-vocational youth  
minister. Send resume to bromark71@
yahoo.com.  

Southern Heights Baptist Church, 
Berryville, is seeking a full-time wor-
ship leader. Please send resumes to 
Personnel Committee, 279 Highway 221 
S., Berryville, AR 72616 or shbc@shbc.
arcoxmail.com.  Website: http://www.
myshbc.net.  

Bear Creek Springs Baptist Church is 
seeking a full-time student pastor. 
Those interested should send a resume to 
Bear Creek Springs Baptist Church, Attn: 
Senior Pastor, 179 Devito Loop, Harrison, 
AR 72601. 

Send resumes for full-time music 
pastor to EHBC, 703 E. Walters, Harrison, 
AR 72601 or email to ehbcadmin@eagle-
heightsharrison.org. 

MISCELLANEOUS

For sale: Allen Organ, Renais-
sance Model #R-320. $18,000 or best 
offer. Please contact South Side Baptist 
Church, Fort Smith, at 479-782-5041 or 
southside@mynewroads.com for infor-
mation. 

Visit arkansasbaptist.org/ad 
to submit your classified!
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Carey Baptist Association Celebrates 100 Years
Lou May
Special to the ABN

SPARKMAN – Tuesday night, 
March 8, 2016, was 100 years 
in the making. Carey Baptist 
Association, originally known 
as Carey Missionary Baptist 
Association, celebrated its 100-

year anniversary at the original 
location of the organization 
meeting held March 11, 1916.  
New Hope Baptist Church 
near Sparkman was the site 
where the initial gathering 
took place. The association’s 
first annual conference was at 
the Dalark Baptist Church in 
Dalark the following October.  

The first meeting was made 
up of 13 churches and their 
messengers:  Anchor — L. M. 
Goza, Chas. Bettis; Dalark — 
Alex McPherson, J. W. Hole-
man, Chas. Jones; Dallas — B. 
Delaughter, J. Y. Smith; Davis 
Chapel — H. W. Perkins, T. G. 
Davis, A. P. Posey; Eagle Mills 
— W. K. Wharton; Fordyce — 
R. C. Rhoden, L. E. Purdy, B. 
H. Langston; Gum Springs — 
R. L. Porter, C. A. Holeman; 
Liberty — J. H. Rogers, L. D. 
Goza, Bro. Alsobrook; Man-

ning — C. H. Cobb, Frank 
McArty, L. A. Hankle; New 
Alabama — Wiley Woods; 
New Hope — R. H. Daniel, 
J. B. Bryant, Ethel 
Pittman; Ouachita 
— R. J. Taylor, J. D. 
Knight, A. H. Davis 
and Prosperity — W. 
O. Hearne, R. D. 
Dedman, Ed Sprag-
gins.  Of the original 
13 churches, five 
(Fordyce, Manning, 
New Hope, Ouachi-
ta, and Prosperity) 
are still active mem-
bers of the associa-
tion.

One hundred and sixty-one 
people braved the rain to wor-
ship and praise God for this 
special occasion. New Hope 
began the evening with a fish, 
chicken and shrimp dinner for 

anyone in attendance. Current 
member churches were asked 
to make a poster of their in-
dividual histories for display 

in the fellowship 
hall.

The program 
began with a wel-
come from the 
current associa-
tional missionary, 
Larry Plyler.  Invo-
cation was given 
by current asso-
ciational modera-
tor, Jacob Ricker 
of Bearden. Old-
fashioned hymns 
were led by 

Mamie “Top” Wheeler of Pros-
perity, accompanied by Terry 
Thacker of Holly Springs, and 
Judy Givens and Rosemary 
Walker of New Hope. Special 
music was offered by Colton 
Givens of New Hope. Bob 
Fielding of the Arkansas Bap-
tist State Convention spoke 
of the association’s beginning 
and how it was focused around 
missions. Carey association 
was organized before the Co-
operative Program, but when 
it was introduced in Arkan-
sas the association embraced 
it. Sharon Phillips of Calvary 
shared her 2015 Dove Award 
winning song, “Hidden He-
roes.”

Fred Gay, associational mis-
sionary for Carey Baptist As-

sociation from 1994 to 2000, 
shared the evening’s message. 
Gay used 2 Timothy 4:1-8 as 
his text after sharing with the 
congregation about what God 
had been doing in his life since 
he left the association. He en-
couraged the assembly to keep 
our vision, our vim and vigor 
(vitality), and to keep hanging 
on, just keep on.

Plyler challenged the con-
gregations with getting in-
volved in missions, going 
across the street, the town, 
the state, the nation and the 
world. Carey is hosting sev-
eral opportunities for folks 
to get involved in sharing the 
good news of Jesus Christ. 
David Dillard, pastor of Holly 
Springs Baptist Church, closed 
the program in prayer.  

A booklet of the associa-
tion, compiled by Lou May of 
First Baptist, Sparkman, was 
given to each family along with 
a fan to commemorate this 
special occasion. An engraved 
monument was set in the wall 
of the New Hope church com-
memorating this 100-year cel-
ebration and is to be a testa-
ment to the founding fathers 
and their diligence in keeping 
His Word alive in this part of 
the world. May God continue 
to bless Carey association as 
we start on our next 100 years.

Lou May is a member of First 
Baptist Church, Sparkman.

Fred Gay preaches.



April 7, 201614 

“I fear that many chil-
dren raised counter to 
their God-given gender 
will, with age, question 
what their parents were 
thinking. ... As believ-
ers, we need to be lov-
ing enough to tell our 
children and our culture 
“no” when we see them 
destroying themselves.”
– Maggie Sandusky

In an opinion piece for 
Baptist Press titled “My par-
ents didn’t let me choose 
my gender,” Maggie San-
dusky, a master of divinity 
student at Southwestern 
Baptist Theological Semi-
nary in Fort Worth, Texas, 
addresses the issue of par-
ents allowing their children 
to “choose” their gender, 
or genderlessness, based on 
their personal preference. 
Sandusky writes that when 
she was a girl that she liked 
to run with the boys and 
was a self-described tom-
boy. “I remember on mul-
tiple occasions as a little girl 
questioning why God had 
to make me a girl,” writes 
Sandusky. Her parents, 
however, did not give her 
the option to choose to be 
a boy, Sandusky writes. She 
argues that Christians must 
accept that God created 
gender, that children need 
to be nurtured in order to 
understand the world and 
grow up to love God and 
that we should acknowl-
edge the wide range of 
masculinity and femininity 
instead of relying on gender 
stereotypes.

The WatercoolerFaith&Culture
“Do not be conformed to this 

world, but be transformed by  
the renewal of your mind...”

 Romans 12:2 (ESV)

Religious liberty focus of new LifeWay study
NASHVILLE, Tenn. (BP) – A 
growing number of Americans 
believe religious liberty is on 
the decline and that the na-
tion’s Christians face growing 
intolerance, according to a sur-
vey by LifeWay Research.

Those surveyed also noted 
American Christians complain 
too much.

Those are among the find-
ings of a new study of views 
about religious liberty from 
LifeWay Research. Researchers 
surveyed 1,000 Americans in 
September 2013 and Septem-
ber 2015 and then compared 
the results.

Two-thirds (63 percent) say 
Christians face increasing in-
tolerance, up from half (50 
percent) in 2013.

A similar number (60 per-
cent) say religious liberty is on 
the decline, up from just over 
half (54 percent) in 2013.

Forty-three percent say 
American Christians complain 
too much about how they are 
treated, up from 34 percent in 
2013.

“More Americans worry 
the U.S. has a hostile environ-
ment for religious liberty,” said 
Ed Stetzer, executive director 
of LifeWay Research. “As this 
perception grows, some ap-

prove of it while others speak 
up against it.”

Religious liberty has be-
come an increasingly conten-
tious issue in American cul-
ture – with disputes over birth 
control, same-sex wedding 
cakes, headscarves at work and 
prisoners’ beards.

The more recent LifeWay 
Research survey found faith 
plays a key role in how Ameri-
cans view the state of religious 
liberty.

Two-thirds of Christians (64 
percent) and those of other 
faiths (65 percent) say reli-
gious liberty is on the decline. 
Self-identified evangelicals (71 
percent) and those who attend 
worship at least once a week 
(70 percent) are most likely to 
agree.

Catholics (56 percent) and 
non-evangelicals (55 percent) 
are more skeptical. So are 
Nones (46 percent).

“Christians are particularly 
sensitive to what they see as in-
tolerance towards their faith,” 
Stetzer said. “But they share a 
common concern with people 
of other faiths – that religious 
liberty in general is declining. 
And this perception is growing 
rapidly.”

Age also played a role in 

how Americans view the state 
of religious liberty.

Less than half (42 percent) 
of those 18 to 24 say religious 
liberty is on the decline. By 
contrast, 6 in 10 (62 percent) 
of those over 25 see a decline.

LifeWay Research also 
found non-Christians are less 
convinced that Christians face 
intolerance. Less than half of 
those from other faiths (43 
percent) and Nones (48 per-
cent) agree when asked if in-
tolerance toward Christians 
has increased.

By contrast, most Chris-
tians (70 percent), self-identi-

fied evangelicals (82 percent) 
and Protestants (74 percent) 
see more intolerance. So do 
three-fourths (76 percent) of 
those who attend services once 
a week or more.

Researchers found some 
signs that Americans are tired 
of arguments over religious 
liberty. A sizable number of 
Americans believe Christians’ 
complaints about how they are 
treated are excessive.

Among them:
– 38 percent of Christians
– 39 percent of Americans 

of other faiths
– 59 percent of Nones
– 53 percent of those who 

rarely or never attend worship
American Christians face 

a challenge, as the nation be-
comes more secular, Stetzer 
said. Calls for religious liberty 
may fall on increasingly deaf 
ears in the future.

“Most people now believe 
Christians are facing intol-
erance, however, a surpris-
ingly large minority perceives 
Christians to be complainers,” 
Stetzer said. “Both of those 
facts will matter as Christians 
profess and contend for their 

beliefs without sounding false 
alarms around faux controver-
sies. It won’t be easy to strike 
that balance.”

We want your ideas  
for the Faith & Culture page!

Do you have a faith and culture topic  
that you would like addressed  
on our Faith & Culture page?

Email caleb@arkansasbapitst.org
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Gayla Parker
Little Rock

When I think of the faithful, I can-
not help but think of the great heroes 
in Hebrews 11. Abel offered God a bet-
ter sacrifice. Enoch did not experience 
death. Noah built an ark. Abraham 
was willing to sacrifice his son. Moses 
led a nation out 
of captivity. Along 
with these faithful, 
I’m also reminded 
of the missionar-
ies and persecuted 
believers who are 
faithful servants.

Not long ago, I 
visited with a new believer 
in Southeast Asia. He was 
a former Muslim from 
a radical group. When I 
asked how his family re-
acted to his decision to 
follow Christ, he began to 
show me his scars. He had 
scars in his side that were 
the result of being shot 
multiple times by an uncle. 
He had a scar on his head 
from a machete that his father had 
used on him. He had scars around his 
neck from an attempted strangling by a 
cousin. People who loved him did all of 
these things. They hated Jesus so much 
they were willing to harm this young 
man. When I asked him why he kept 
going home, he replied, “Every time I 
go home and tell them about Jesus, I 

show them that this is real. Jesus is real, 
and my faith is real. This is not my mes-
sage; this is the Lord’s message, and 
it cannot be stopped!” I couldn’t help 
but wonder if I could be that faithful. 

Peter and the apostles found them-
selves in much the 
same situation as 
my friend. They 
had been told not 
to teach Jesus. 
Peter answered, 
“We must obey 
God rather than 
men!” (Acts 5:29). 

The Pharisees were so in-
furiated by his response 
they wanted to execute 
the death penalty. Gama-
liel stood up on behalf 
of these men. He said, 
“For if their purpose is 
of human origin, it will 
fail. But if it is from God, 
you will not be able to 
stop these men.” (Acts 
5:38-39). The men were 

flogged and told once again to stop 
teaching Jesus. They were not stopped; 
they continued proclaiming the good 
news of Jesus day after day. What does 
it mean to be faithful? Doing what my 
friend, Peter and the apostles did is 
being faithful: keep telling the good 
news day after day so that some might 
know Jesus as Lord and Savior.

these passages we see Abram, the patri-
arch of our faith, make poor choices. 
He wavered in his time in Egypt and 
Gerar, and he treated Hagar horribly. 
Yet, God continued to honor His cov-
enant with him.

We find our-
selves so often 
in the same situ-
ation. We have 
made choices. All 
of them have not 
been great, and 
too many have 
been just plain 

wrong. 
Let us learn from Abra-

ham here, though, and 
watch the redemption of 
God as He works even 
in our bad choices. After 
all, we should remember 
that God was surprised 
neither by Abram’s treat-
ment of Hagar nor by Sar-
ah’s laughter at His plan.

The Lord God is not 
surprised by the trouble 

in your life. He is not astounded that 
your church has made poor choices. 
He is our Redeemer – and we need 
redemption! 

Whatever poor choices you have 
made, these passages remind us to 
set our hearts on God’s covenant and 
walk forward in obedience.

In Africa there is a proverb that says, 
“If you want to go fast, go alone; if you 
want to go far, go with friends.” There is 
much we can learn from that little say-
ing. In the 21st century, it is easy to get 
caught up in going “fast.” We time ev-
erything … the drive 
to work, a race (run-
ning, walking, driv-
ing or on a horse), 
test-taking, meal 
preparation and 
more. The mind-
set is: the faster, 
the better. There 
are times when fast is cer-
tainly appropriate such as 
in a professional race or in 
a medical emergency. But 
maybe there are times that 
it might be better to plan 
on going far rather fast

Jesus, during His days 
of ministry, set the exam-
ple of going with friends. 
He formed a group that 
we have learned to call the 
12 disciples: James the son of Alphaeus, 
John, Simon, Peter, Matthew, Andrew, 
Judas, Phillip, Bartholomew, Thomas, 
James the Zebedee and Thaddaeus. Jesus 
had the power to do each and every 
ministry all on His own, but He chose 
to spend His earthly ministry with this 
group of 12 men. Why? They did not 
always get along. They did not always un-

derstand Jesus. They sometimes made 
incredible mistakes. But, in spite of all 
of that, Jesus knew that this was the best 
way to go “far.” One day He would be 
gone but the 12 would remain. The 12 
would become millions. And the mes-

sage of Jesus would 
go “far.”

While the apos-
tles were work-
ing at helping the 
message go far, 
they encountered 
a few problems, 
one of which we 

read about in Acts 6:1-10. 
Balancing evangelism and 
taking care of the needs of 
church members was not 
easy. The apostles empow-
ered the church to come up 
with a plan; this was their 
first important decision. 
They chose seven godly 
men to take care of the 
needs of the widows who 
desperately needed help. 

But notice, not only did they take care 
of needs but also Stephen continued 
telling the story of Jesus, so much so 
that their numbers increased greatly. 
They went far because they went togeth-
er selflessly. It may be easier and faster 
to go alone but, where the gospel is con-
cerned, I would rather go with others 
and go far!

One of the deepest pains we feel 
is when a relationship is broken. The 
loss, whether through intention or ne-
glect, leaves a hole in our hearts that is 
difficult to fill. Looking at the story of 
Jacob and Esau, we see how difficult 
broken relation-
ships can be.

Remembering 
the story so far, 
the relationship 
between Jacob and 
Esau had never 
been great. These 
two brothers found 
themselves in the midst of 
parental favoritism. Over 
the years, these brothers 
had feuded, and eventu-
ally Jacob tricked his way 
into Esau’s blessings.

As that happened, the 
shaky relationship broke 
down completely. Esau 
plotted Jacob’s death, 
and Jacob high-tailed it 
out of the country for 20 
years. Jacob worked for his 
uncle, acquired four wives and multi-
tudes of flocks and herds, and then re-
turned. Esau, in the meantime, had be-
come wealthy enough to have a force of 
400 men (Gen. 33:1). Their reunion in 
this passage was fraught with tension.

God had other plans. First, God had 
worked in Jacob’s life to the point he 

greeted Esau with humility. Esau had 
set aside the murder in his heart from 
two decades past. The brothers met, 
and the praise of God was present on 
Jacob’s lips through the whole of the 
encounter.

We have re-
lationships that 
have sundered 
just like the rela-
tionship between 
Jacob and Esau. 
Be it over years, 
miles or events, 
we have those to 

whom we ought to re-
main close but have lost 
touch with. What can be 
done? 

Very little can be done, 
until we come back to the 
Lord God Almighty and 
let Him fill the void in 
our heart first. 

While the text is si-
lent on Esau’s activities 
of those decades, we see 
Jacob learning to lean on 

God’s grace as he faces Laban’s treach-
ery and deception. 

Let us learn to let God fill the void, 
and then allow Him to bring us back 
together. It will require grace from us 
to others, and not a little humility. But 
a redeemed relationship that glorifies 
God is worth it.

Doug Hibbard
Hensley

Faithful 
ACTS 5:25-35, 38-42

EXPLORE THE BIBLE

Where does the blessing of God 
enter our lives? 

Ordinarily, we would all claim that 
blessing begins with obedience. After 
all, obedience just sounds like the right 
place. The story of Abraham, though, 
shows us that the 
blessing of God 
begins with God’s 
covenant made 
with His people. 
Of course, to be 
specific in this 
case, it is God’s 
covenant with two 
people, Abram and Sarai, 
that becomes the blessing 
of God on all people in 
due time.

Our first section of 
Scripture tells of God’s 
glorious promise that 
Abram’s descendants 
would be as the stars in 
the sky (Gen. 15:5). We 
see God’s promise that 
one born to Abram would 
be the heir of this prom-
ise and that, through him, God would 
work. After this, Abram believed God, 
and it was credited to him as righteous-
ness.

Yet the rest of our passages reflect 
the common theme of our lives: we fail 
to keep our hearts fixed on God as we 
make decisions. Woven throughout 

Redeemed: Poor choices 
GEN. 15:1-6; 16:1-5; 17:18-19
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Selfless
ACTS 6:1-10

EXPLORE THE BIBLE

Redeemed: Broken Relationships  

GEN. 27:41; 33:1-11
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