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Brazil mission trip first-ever for ABCHomes

Mormons gain in state,
Baptists largest group

THE RELIGIOUS landscape in the 
United States is undergoing a major 
shift – and it is impacting Arkansas.

Released May 1, the 2010 U.S. 
Religious Census indicates a large 
growth in non-denominational and 
independent churches – which when 
added together – now comprises the 
third largest religious group in the 
nation behind the Catholic Church 
and the Southern Baptist Conven-
tion.

The Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-day Saints (Mormons) led all 
denominations with a growth of 
nearly 2 million adherents in the 
last 10 years.

Arkansas ranks fifth in the nation 
in the rate of growth for Mormons 
behind four other states – three of 
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ABN Day of Prayer May 20

The ‘funny business’
of Baptist cartooning

See RELIGIOUS page 2

BAPTISTS ACROSS ARKANSAS 
are asked to pray May 20 not only 
for the work of their state news-

paper, but 
also for the 
Lord of the 
harvest to 
work across 
A r k a n s a s 
through the 
m i n i s t r y 
of Arkan-
sas Baptist 
c h u r c h e s 

and institutions.
“The Arkansas Baptist News 

Day of Prayer is a wonderful op-
portunity to bring attention to 

the significant work God is doing 
through Arkansas Baptists across 
the Natural State,” said Tim Yar-
brough, ABN editor.

“While the staff and trustees 
of the Arkansas Baptist News covet 
prayers for the work we do in fur-
thering the gospel in our state, 
we feel it is important to bring at-
tention to the entire scope of the 
ministries being carried out by 
Arkansas Baptists, their churches 
and institutions,” he said.

The focal Scripture passage for 
the Day of Prayer is Luke 10:2 
(HCSV), which says, “He told 

See PRAYER page 10

Stella Prather
ABCHomes

FLORIANOPOLIS, Brazil – Excited 
is an understatement.

At least that’s the sentiment of 
eight Arkansas Baptist Children’s 
Homes (ABCHomes) residents as 
they prepare for a mission trip to 
Brazil next month.

“I am pumped! I can’t wait,” ex-
claimed Erica. “I can’t wait to see 
what God has in store for us and 
me!”

“I can’t wait to go to Brazil,” See BRAZIL page 2

ABN cartoonist Gary Thomas, who serves as pastor of Legacy Baptist Church, Fort Smith, 
relaxes at his cartooning table at his home during a break from drawing.

Tim Yarbrough
Arkansas Baptist News

FORT SMITH – While a lot of 
pastors fancy themselves to be hu-
morists – as well as providers of 
spiritual thoughts on topics and 
issues of the day – Gary Thomas 
gets to do both, not only from the 
pulpit, but also on the editorial 
pages of the Arkansas Baptist News 
(ABN).

Thomas, 53, is the ABN’s offi-
cial cartoonist. He is also pastor of 
Legacy Baptist Church near Forth 
Smith.

“Using humor or satire to drive 
home truth or cause people to 
think on truth” is one of the fa-
vorite things Thomas says he likes 
about cartooning, which he has 
done since high school.

Ironically, it’s similar to the rea-
son he enjoys being a pastor.

“The fulfillment of preaching 
the Word and seeing the lights 
come on in the lives of people (is 
one of the reasons),” said Thom-
as of being a pastor. “I especially 
enjoy discipleship and encourag-
ing our men to lead their fami-
lies.”

Thomas’ cartooning talent saw 
its beginnings in 1976 at Vilonia 
High School.

“I designed the yearbook my 
senior year,” said Thomas, smil-
ing. “I always did caricatures of 
my teachers, … just sketching and 
fooling around. I got caught in 
class. Mrs. Turner was the faculty 
sponsor of the yearbook and saw 

echoed Krissy. “It’s 
going to be a life chang-
ing experience.”

“I am super, super, 
super, super ready,” 
added Caitlyn. 

The group of eight 
residents from the Bap-
tist Home in Monti-
cello, along with 11 AB-
CHomes staff and repre-
sentatives, will visit Flo-
rianopolis, Brazil, June 
15-25, to minister alongside South-
ern Baptist International Mission 

Board (IMB) mission-
aries Ron and Alana 
Greenwich. The team 
plans to participate in 
ministry projects at a 
local orphanage; put 
on block party-style  
events in an area favela 
– a term for a shanty 
town in Brazil; minis-
ter at local churches, 
and take part in other 
evangelistic outreach 

in the area. Three ABCHomes ad-
ministrators will speak to a group 

who oversee Brazilian residential 
group/foster care-type homes. 

This is the first-ever overseas trip 
for a group of ABCHomes residents.  
Several generous ABCHomes do-
nors funded trip expenses for the 
residents, none of whom have ever 
been on a plane or traveled out of 
the country. No ABCHomes budget 
funds were used.

The trip has been in the works 
for more than a year. Permission to 
travel overseas had to be obtained 

Arkansas’ religious landscape changing

See CARTOON page 3

ABCHomes mission trip logo

which are also in the South. The 
growth of the Mormon faith in Ar-
kansas and other parts of the United 
States comes at a good time for ap-
parent Republican Party presidential 
nominee Mitt Romney, who is a de-
vote Mormon.

Ken Gore, chair of the depart-
ment of Christian Ministries at Wil-
liams Baptist College and author of 
the Baptists Ask column in the Ar-
kansas Baptist News, said he is “con-
cerned and disturbed that Mormon-
ism is on the rise.”

“Mormonism differs from main 
stream Christianity on many issues,” 
said Gore, who addressed Mormon 
beliefs in a recent column. “While 
we may agree with various conserva-



backgrounds. I have found this to be 
the case in my own life.”

Team members would appreciate 
the prayers of fellow Arkansas Bap-
tists. 

ABCHomes supporters and 
friends can keep up with the trip 
by following the ABCHomes blog, 
http://abchomes.wordpress.com. 
Updates can also be found on the 
ABCHomes Facebook and Twitter. 

Last names of ABCHomes children 
were withheld in this article. Stella 
Prather is director of communications 
for ABCHomes.
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Leah Fender joins Arkansas Baptist News staff

for each resident. “It is long and 
lengthy process to obtain passports 
and visa’s to Brazil, especially for 
minors,” shared Charles Flynn, AB-
CHomes program director. 

Hosting the Arkansas team is a 
two-fold delight for the Greenwich 
family, noted Ron Greenwich. 
Greenwich is a not only a native of 
Arkansas, but is also a former resi-
dent of the Monticello Home.  

Greenwich came to live at the 
Monticello Home at the age of 12 
where he remained until high school 
graduation. It was there that Green-
wich accepted Jesus as his Savior, 
and became a member of the First 
Baptist Church, Monticello, where 
he was baptized. And it was also at 
the Home that Greenwich decided 
he wanted to be involved in some 

type of social work as a profession. 
With a children’s home stipend he 
went on to attend Ouachita Baptist 
University (OBU), graduating with 
a double major in sociology and psy-
chology. He met his wife, Alana, at 
OBU. After seminary, Greenwich 
served as case manager at the Bap-
tist Home, among other ministry po-
sitions. They have served in Brazil 
since 1984.

“I am just thrilled to have a group 
from ABCHomes coming to share 
in our mission work here in Brazil,” 
said Greenwich. “What a wonder-
ful investment Baptists are making 
in the lives of these youngsters who 
will be coming …  I am so pleased to 
have this opportunity to play a part 
in providing this experience to these 
very special youth who are currently 
living in the children’s home where 
I also lived many years ago. 

“It just doesn’t get anymore excit-
ing than this!”

Flynn believes the trip will make 

a life-long impact on the residents. 
“We believe this is a great opportuni-
ty for these teens to be able to share 
their faith in Christ with the unsaved 
in another county and culture,” said 
Flynn. “We really believe that this 
opportunity could also impact future 
decisions that the residents make in 
regards to careers and educational 
choices.”

Greenwich agreed, adding, “They 
will learn first hand that God desires 
to use each one of them in a special 
way no matter what their life history 
has been. When they realized that 
God has been preparing them all 
along for this unique mission trip 
and perhaps other kingdom services 
as well, they will begin to see them-
selves differently.  

“They will begin to see themselves 
as God sees them,” said Greenwich. 
“And believe me! That will truly be 
a blessing in their lives. These youth 
will in turn be a blessing to other 
children here in Brazil with similar 

Ron and Alana Greenwich

RELIGIOUS
continued from page one

LITTLE ROCK  – Leah Fender, 31, 
has joined Arkansas Baptist News as 
assistant editor/writer effective May 
7.

“We spent a long time 
prayerfully considering 
candidates and interview-
ing them,” said Tim Yar-
brough, editor. “We are de-
lighted to have found Leah. 
She will make an excellent 
addition to our staff.”

A 2004 graduate of the 
University of South Carolina, Fend-
er earned her bachelor’s degree in 
journalism with a minor in religion. 
Prior to joining ABN, she worked 

as a marketing professional for en-
gineering and architectural firms 
where she wrote, edited, designed 

and produced various publica-
tions. 

“I’m thrilled to start this 
new chapter in my life and 
work at the ABN, a newspaper 
I read and admire,” Fender 
said. “It has a standard for edi-
torial excellence that is a cut 
above, and it’s a real treat to be 
on staff here. I’m excited for 

the chance to write about what God 
is doing in the lives of His people.”

Fender’s duties will include cover-
ing stories that directly affect Arkan-

sas Baptists. Additionally, she will 
have responsibilities for page layout 
design, photography and editing. 

“Leah has abilities not only in 
writing and editing, but page layout 
and ad design. It will be exciting to 
see how God will use her as an ad-
vocate for Arkansas Baptists,” said 
Yarbrough.

The daughter of an Army chap-
lain, Fender literally grew up around 
the world. However, she considers 
Arkansas home. 

“It’s nice to finally have a place to 
truly call home again,” said Fender, 
who resides in Jacksonville with her 
husband and three children.  

Fender is an active member of 
Central Baptist Church, North 
Little Rock where she serves on the 
women’s ministry team. Addition-
ally, she is a group leader in the 
church’s children’s program. 

Wyman Richardson, pastor of 
Central Baptist since January 2011, 
said Fender is an excellent addition 
to the ABN staff.

“I have no doubt whatsoever 
that she will bring to ABN the same 
qualities that have made her such a 
respected and effective member of 
Central Baptist Church which she 
uses in service of the Lord,” said 
Richardson.

Fender

tive political issues, Mormon’s views 
on God, Jesus, the Book of Mor-
mon, heaven, Mary and Satan are 
so peculiar to their faith, that Chris-
tians would be stunned.”

Gore added that it is also disturb-
ing that few Christians understand 
Mormonism.  

“While they are not covert with 
their beliefs, they do not share ev-
erything fully when they come to 
your door. This is why it is so im-
portant that Christians know what 
they personally believe and why,” 
he explained. “Most Mormon con-
verts are not coming from atheists, 
but from nominal church goers who 
have no idea what Mormons believe. 
I urge every Christian to learn what 
Christianity believes, then discover 
what Mormons believe.”

In Arkansas, the Mormon Church 
experienced a near 85 percent 
growth over the past decade – Mor-
mons now number 27,559 mem-
bers across the state. In the United 
States, membership in the Mormon 
Church grew from 4.2 million to 6.1 
million.

While growth in the number of 

Mormons seems great, their num-
bers pale in comparison to the num-
ber of Baptists in Arkansas. The re-
ligious census placed the number of 
all types of Baptist congregations in 
the state at 2,677, with a member-
ship of 687,901 – which is 24.3 per-
cent of the state’s population.

Arkansas Baptist State Conven-
tion-affiliated churches number 
1,433 churches and a membership 
of 520,641, according to convention 
statisticians, which note that because 
some churches do not report, the 
number is an approximation. While 
the number of Arkansas Baptists 
are said to number more than a half 
million, surveys place worship atten-
dance on an average Sunday at about 
172,000.

The number of Arkansas Baptists 
reached more than a half million 
in the state in 1995 and has grown 
steadily throughout the 1990s and 
2000s – reaching a high of 535,943 
in 2004.

Emil Turner, ABSC executive di-
rector, said in response to the reli-
gious census that he is encouraged 
that Arkansas Baptists continue to 
trend upward over the past two de-
cades.

“The ABSC is adding both 
churches and church members and 

we are grateful that God is blessing 
our efforts,” said Turner.

The Southern Baptist Conven-
tion led all evangelical/conserva-
tives, with 50,816 congregations and 
19,896,975 adherents, which is 6.4 
percent of the U.S. population, ac-
cording to the religious census. Non-
denominational Christian churches 
numbered 35,496 congregations and 
12,241,329 adherents, which is 4 per-
cent of the population.

In addition to the growth of Mor-
monism, the religious census indi-
cated an overall growth of diversity 
away from Christianity.

While the study shows a pro-
foundly Christian nation due to the 
shear number of Protestant adher-
ents, a lot of diversity was indicated 
by the census – including more than 
150 million U.S. citizens who aren’t 
connected to any religious body.

According to the census, the 
number of non-Christian congrega-
tions, such as synagogues, mosques, 
temples and other religious centers, 
increased.

Notable findings from the religious 
census included:

– Protestant bodies accounted for 
most congregations and adherents. 
Evangelical and conservative Prot-
estant numbered 191,112 congrega-

tions and 50,013,803 adherents, 
which accounts for 14.3 percent 
of the U.S. population. Mainline 
Protestant congregations numbered 
77,760, with 22,655,826 adherents, 
which is 7.3 percent of the popula-
tion.

– The Catholic Church has more 
overall adherents than Protestants, 
but fewer congregations at 20,589 
congregations and 58,928,987 ad-
herents, accounting for 19.1 percent 
of the population.

– Mainline Protestant churches 
lost nearly 13 percent of adherents 
in the first half of the century. Cath-
olic churches experienced a 5 per-
cent decline in members.

– Pennsylvania ranked as the 
most diverse state with more than 
180 religious bodies.

– More than 2,100 mosques were 
reported nationwide in the United 
States.

– Buddhist congregations were 
reported in all 50 states.

– Hindu houses of worship were 
reported in 49 states.

The Association of Statisticians 
of American Religious Bodies com-
piles the religious census.

Information for this article is from 
www.USReligionCensus.org and various 
publications and media reports.
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CARTOON
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some of them. She said, ‘I want you 
to design our yearbook cover.’ So, it 
was all cartoons (that year). It looked 
like the funny papers.”

Thomas was encouraged in car-
tooning by his mother, who was an 
art minor at the University of Cen-
tral Arkansas in Conway.

“(She) was a good artist and gave 
me some tips,” he said. “I was inter-
ested in doing caricatures … (so) she 
introduced me to editorial cartoons 
– George Fischer (of the Arkansas 
Gazette) – and I began to study his 
style and how to do a caricature with 
exaggerations.” 

“I’ve always been a doodler,” he 
explained. “I’ve always loved to doo-
dle and do cartoons.” 

While a student at Central Baptist 
College in Conway in 1979, Thomas 
began drawing cartoons for The Bap-
tist Trumpet, the official publication 
of Missionary Baptists with whom 
the college is affiliated.

“Students (at Central Baptist) 
would have recruiting campaigns,” 
he said. “They would use the Trum-
pet to promote it. The dean asked 
me to do some cartoons to put into 
the Trumpet to promote recruiting. 
That’s how it began.

“(The dean) would tell me, ‘Hey, 
keep ‘em coming.’ I would do some-
thing in regard to issues and things 
that were going on, and he liked 
them.” 

Thomas said in addition to draw-
ing cartoons for the Trumpet, he 
started drawing an editorial cartoon 
for the Batesville Guard and was syn-
dicated.

“So, anyway, I kind of sold my car-
toons. I sold my editors. I told them, 
‘I’ll do them exclusively on Arkan-
sas issues, one a week, and so three 
other papers picked it up … and I did 
that for two years … and pastoring.”

Thomas was called into the min-

istry in 1978 while a junior at Cen-
tral.

“I really didn’t feel a call to preach, 
though, until 1991,” said Thomas, 
who was licensed and ordained dur-
ing his first pastorate at a Batesville 
church in 1993.

Later Thomas, along with his 
wife, Detra, and their young fam-
ily, started a new phase of ministry 
called “Heart for Home,” traveling 
extensively throughout 16 Southern 
states.

The Thomas’, married for 30 
years, are parents of seven children: 
Matthew, 28; Kevin, 27; Brian, 23; 
Garrison, 20; Jessica, 17; Daniel, 15, 
and Sarah Katherine, 13. Kevin and 
Brian are married with their own 
families.

Thomas said their road ministry 
was designed simply to encourage 
“revival and renewal in the home.”

“As a family, we traveled for eight 
years, just going to churches, 

seminars, conferences, 
revivals. … (We) played 
bluegrass. I’m a ven-
triloquist, so we had a 
lot of tools,” he said. 
“My older sons were 
trained to teach Char-
acter First education 
in public schools … so 
we incorporated that 
into our kids camps. It 
was great. We saw a lot 
of kids come to Christ 
and families revived.”

The Thomas fam-
ily’s latest ministry en-
deavor meant leaving 
the road and Thomas 
returning to the pasto-
ral ministry.

The new minis-
try was a “restart” of 
Southern Hills Baptist 
Church in rural Se-
bastian County. The 
Thomas’ first Sunday 
at the new Legacy Bap-
tist was March 2, 2008, 
with 27 people in atten-
dance – eight of which 

were members of the sizeable Thom-
as family.

“Sensing the Lord’s direction to 
come off of the road, we complet-
ed our final meeting in October of 
2007,” said Thomas. “Approximately 
two weeks later, (First Baptist) Mis-
sions Pastor Greg Ford contacted 
us about helping them. Greg asked 
us to pray about possibly going to 
Southern Hills as a missionary/min-
istry team and restart the work there. 
After much prayer, fasting and coun-
sel, we determined that is what the 
Lord had for us.”

Thomas said the church is a good 
fit, particularly considering the focus 
of the ministry he and his family had 
led.

“Still believing that strong fami-
lies make strong churches, we believe 
that the Lord wanted us to begin a 
‘family-integrated’ style church,” said 
Thomas. “In other words, we would 
do everything ‘family-style’ and train 
fathers to be the spiritual leader and 
Sunday school teacher of their home. 
Our slogan became ‘building a leg-
acy of grace in your family’ – thus 
the name change to Legacy Baptist 
Church. 

Legacy Baptist constituted and 
was organized July 31, 2011. 

“God has blessed us with strong, 
ministry-minded families. God has 
enabled us to assume the indebted-
ness that was originally with South-
ern Hills and completely pay off the 
debt,” said Thomas.

The cartoonist/pastor feels at 
home with the new congregation 
and sees a strong correlation be-
tween being a cartoonist and a pas-
tor. Some of life’s events eventually 
make it into one of his cartoons.

“Once, after our youngest daugh-
ter, Sarah Katherine, overheard 
Detra and I in an argument (she was 
about age 3 at the time), … she asked, 
“Are y’all fighting?”  

“I said, ‘No, we’re just having in-
tense fellowship!’”

Thus, a cartoon was born!
Contact Tim Yarbrough at tim@ar-

kansasbaptist.org. 

In the 1990s Thomas drew the cartoon above about the dangers 
of sports team worship. “It always irritated me where the heart of 
some many Christians were on Sunday morning,” he said.

A caricature of the 
Thomas family 
during their travel-
ing ministry days.
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Obama supports
gay marriage in U.S.
WASHINGTON (BP) – Presi-
dent Obama became the first 
sitting U.S. president May 9 to 
support gay “marriage” publicly, 
an announcement that was sur-
prising perhaps only in its timing 
and one that could impact the 
general election. The announce-
ment came one day after North 
Carolinians overwhelmingly af-
firmed the traditional definition 
of marriage. Four other states 
will consider the issue this year, 
a year in which Obama is seeking 
re-election.

LOUISVILLE, Ky. – One 
third of the Kentucky Baptist 
Convention staff are opting to 
resign or take early retirement 
in advance of an anticipated 
reorganization of the Baptist 
Building staff in Louisville.

Kentucky convention
begins downsizing

NASHVILLE, Tenn. (BP) – A 
five-part apology for “injudi-
cious comments” was released 
May 9 by Richard Land, presi-
dent of the Southern Baptist 
Ethics & Religious Liberty 
Commission, regarding the 
Trayvon Martin killing. Land’s 
apology stemmed from a May 2 
meeting in which a number of  
key African American leaders 
were in attendance, including 
Fred Luter, pastor of Franklin 
Avenue Baptist Church in New 
Orleans; and James Dixon 
Jr., president of the National 
African American Fellowship 
of the Southern Baptist 
Convention. Land said he has 
come to understand “how dam-
aging my words were.”

Richard Land issues
five-part apology

WASHINGTON (BP) – The 
Chinese government is engag-
ing in a three-phase campaign 
to eradicate Protestant house 
churches, said the China Aid 
Association. According to the 
ChinaAid information from 
an unnamed source, the gov-
ernment’s strategy was clearly 
outlined in a document re-
leased during a training class 
last September for “Patriots 
in the Christian Community” 
conducted by the State 
Administration for Religious 
Affairs (SARA).

China escalates house
church crackdown



4   May 17, 2012OPINION

Today, men marry at the average 
age of 28.7 years and women at 
26.5 years. In the meantime, many 
will not live celibate and alone, but 
will cohabit.

Among unmarried households, 
the greatest increase (a full 80 per-
cent in the last decade) was among 
same-sex part-
ner homes. 
Almost 
650,000 
households 
self-identified 
as same-sex 
partner 
homes.

The other household configura-
tions include those individuals 
that live alone (27 percent of all 
households); those with a male 
homeowner living with other family 
members, such as children, grand-
children and/or siblings (5 percent 
of all households); and those with 
multiple generations (about 5 mil-

B aptists across Arkansas are 
being asked to pray May 20 

during the annual Arkansas Baptist 
News Day of Prayer promotion.

While I feel it is vitally important 
to pray for the work of your state 
newspaper, I want the ABN Day of 
Prayer to carry with it much greater 
significance this year and in the 
years to come.

The ministry of the Arkansas 
Baptist News 
wouldn’t exist 
without the thou-
sands of cooperat-
ing churches and 
members that make 
up the Arkansas 
Baptist State 
Convention.

Southern 
Baptists are historically very autono-
mous in nature – but ironically – 
passionately cooperative at the same 
time.

Without our desire to be co-
operative, the Southern Baptist 
Convention never would have 
grown to become the greatest 
missionary-sending organization the 
world has ever known.

The beauty of the way Southern 
Baptists do their work I feel is best 
illustrated through the much-ma-

ABN Day of Prayer celebrates our strength 
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ligned Cooperative Program.
By giving through the 

Cooperative Program, any church 
of any size can be an integral part 
of fulfilling the Great Commission 
and winning the world to Jesus 
Christ.

Unfortunately, in some quarters 
of the SBC it’s no longer popular 
to tout the Cooperative Program as 
the best way for Southern Baptist 

churches to sup-
port missions.

Some crit-
ics say the 
Cooperative 
Program is 
faceless and 
bureaucratic, 
and encour-
age churches 

to make what they say is a greater 
impact by routing monies around 
the state convention and national 
entities, opting to “support their 
own mission causes.”

It is the right of churches to do 
this – but there’s only one problem. 
A church that reduces or cuts its 
Cooperative Program giving to “do 
it’s own thing” regarding missions 
is not behaving like a cooperating 
Southern Baptist church.

So I must ask, “Why do they 

PRESSING 
ON 

Tim Yarbrough

Only 48 percent of U.S. house-
holds include a married hus-

band and wife. That fact, according 
to the most recently released figures 
from the U.S. Census Bureau, is 
the lowest ever. The 1950 census 
put that figure at 78 percent – from 
more than three-quarters of house-
holds in America headed up by a 
married couple to less than half.  
We’ve come a long way in just six 
decades, and it’s all in the wrong 
direction.

Conversely, and as you might ex-
pect, there has been a correspond-
ing increase in the percentage of 
households with unmarried cou-
ples. Those homes now comprise 
7 percent of all households – an 
increase of 40 percent since 2000. 
Contributing to this situation is 
the trend of Americans putting off 
marriage longer than members of 
previous generations. In the 1950s, 
the average age for marriage was the 
early 20s for both men and women. 

Marriage in the 21st century - down, but not out
lion total homes).

Rose Kreider, chief of the fertility 
and family statistics branch at the 
U.S. Census Bureau, made a sober-
ing assessment. She said the 2010 
census reveals “continuing trends 
we’ve seen for quite a while.”

The family didn’t get in this con-
dition overnight 
– it has taken many 
years of erosion 
to get it where it 
is. Repairing and 
restoring the family 
– if we believers are 
biblically grounded 
and resolute 

enough to do the heavy-lifting that 
will require – will take many years 
as well. 

To many, traditional marriage 
– one man and one woman for 
life – may seem antiquated and way 
too restricting for modern man. 
However, no one has been able to 
improve on that model. No other 

configuration has been as effec-
tive in bearing, nurturing, raising, 
civilizing and evangelizing succes-
sive generations. It’s been around 
a while too, going all the way back 
to Genesis. “For this reason a man 
will leave his father and mother and 
be united to his wife, and they will 
become one flesh” (Genesis 2:24).

As the church, we must not just 
model traditional marriage, but 
we must also promote it, defend it, 
celebrate it and cherish it. Nature 
abhors a vacuum. If we withdraw 
from our culture and don’t contend 
vigorously for the biblical family, 
the void we leave will be filled with 
more of the counterfeit values 
and empty promises of that great 
deceiver. In this path are broken 
homes, shattered lives and a sick 
society. The nuclear family is worth 
preserving, so let’s be about it.

With God’s help, we can prevail.
Larry Page is executive director of 

Arkansas Faith and Ethics Council.

FAITH & ETHICS

Larry Page
Arkansas Faith & Ethics Council

continue to call themselves 
Southern Baptist?” Perhaps I’m 
missing something here, but it 
seems like a logical – and obvious – 
question to ask.

So next time you write out your 
tithe check or place an offering in 

the plate, pause and thank God 
for the wonderful way He has led 
Southern Baptists to pool resources 
together for maximum kingdom 
impact.

Tim Yarbrough is editor of the 
Arkansas Baptist News.
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Why we are active in ABSC, SBC
Is it OK for Christians  
to cuss or swear?

Baptists Ask

Foul language is found 
practically everywhere in 

American society. Whether 
in movies or on TV, in casual 
conversation or heated debate, 
cussing is widespread. Though 
society has learned to accept 
cussing, is it 
appropriate for 
a Christian to 
cuss?

People cuss 
for various 
reasons. They 
routinely swear 
when they are 
surprised, scared or accidently 
hurt. 

Individuals frequently cuss 
when they get angry, and they 
say things that they often regret 
(2 Sam. 16:7; 19:19-20). James, 
however, urged believers to be 
“quick to listen, slow to speak, 
and slow to become angry” 
(James 1:19). He also warned 
that the tongue was a fire, ig-
nited by hell itself (James 3:6).

People sometimes cuss be-
cause they believe it’s cool. They 
use foul language in order to fit 
in with their friends. They swear 
because it’s appropriate for their 
crude humor. However, is there 
ever an “appropriate time” for 
crude humor? 

Paul warned that there ought 
not to be any “unwholesome 
talk” or “coarse joking” come 
out of believers’ mouths (Eph. 
4:29; 5:4). Instead, their conver-
sation should always be full of 
grace, “seasoned with salt” (Col. 
4:6).

Individuals often use foul lan-
guage because of an immature 
and limited vocabulary. Since 
people always judge others by 
the words they use, Christians 
should choose their words 
wisely. Speech can be trained, 
and Christians can learn to say 
things in a better way. Believers 
should discover kinder, more ex-
pressive words and let the Lord 
filter their language.  

Taming the tongue is a 
lifelong challenge, and the Holy 
Spirit can only tame it. Anyone 
can cuss, say swear words, and 
use foul language; however, it 
takes a submissive, willing be-
liever to use words that heal and 
help others. 

May God help all Christians 
to watch their words carefully, 
and to speak appropriately.

Why is your church active in the Southern Baptist 
Convention (SBC) and Arkansas State Baptist 

Convention (ABSC)?” 
Every week it seems I am asked this question. 

Sometimes it comes from a family visiting our church. 
They may have a different faith heritage – or no 
church affiliation at all – and they ask what it means 
to be a “Southern Baptist church.” It also comes from 
church members who wonder 
about our church’s involvement 
with the ABSC and giving to the 
Cooperative Program. This is a 
time when resources can be scarce. 
Economic times make things tough 
on families and thus churches. 
Families are busier than ever, re-
ducing the time they have to serve. 
Pastoral time and resources also 
are at a premium because so many families are hurting 
– marriages, issues with children, financial crises. This 
means people wonder why pastors are giving hours to 
the state convention with so many counseling needs, 
ministry demands and such. 

It is imperative that pastors understand why we are 
involved in our convention and then teach the church. 
If we are less than clear, our leadership to the church 
also will be less than clear. On the other hand, a clear, 
well-reasoned explanation is a strong method for cast-
ing vision and affirming the church’s resolve. A weak 
answer simply creates more questions in the minds of 
church members. Relying upon, “We have always done 
it this way,” will not stir a deeper passion for missions 
giving at your church. We must consistently affirm the 
vision for our churches to remain engaged.   

Here are a few clear reasons why I am committed 

to partner with our convention. First, the Bible is the 
only infallible statement from God that defines man’s 
condition and His plan for salvation. Baptists still have 
a vibrant, strong commitment to the Bible. 

Second, the Bible, our instruction manual, com-
mands us to evangelize. The Arkansas Baptist State 
Convention helps our church create effective evange-
lism opportunities. We have been involved in numer-

ous ABSC partnerships, and we have 
more people involved in missions 
because of that partnership. 

Third, the Southern Baptist 
Convention, through the Cooperative 
Program, sends more missionaries 
around the world than any other mech-
anism. We are directly sending out mis-
sionaries by our giving. Moreover, it is 
often the SBC missionaries who make 

it possible for us to work in countries where our church 
sends teams, such as Guatemala. 

Finally, this partnership helps disciple my church 
towards a greater commitment to missions. When we 
fight to maintain our giving or send people on a mis-
sion event, we make a conscious decision to keep our 
focus on missions. Every meeting where we squeeze our 
nickels in order to give, we are making a decision of 
faith to prioritize evangelism. When we teach/preach 
on giving, I regularly ask our church this question: “Do 
we want to be a church that balances our budget by cut-
ting missions support or by giving more so we can send 
more?” This discourse in our church helps disciple our 
people to make the commitment to be an evangelistic 
church. Isn’t that the Great Commission after all?      

Greg Addison is president of the Arkansas Baptist State 
Convention and pastor at First Baptist Church, Cabot.

High School graduation is an enormous milestone 
for a young man or young lady. It is a “rite of 

passage,” a “turning of a page,” a “beginning of a new 
chapter,” a “milestone of academic achievement” 
and for most, a great relief! For parents, it marks the 
“cutting of the apron strings” and perhaps the daunt-
ing anticipation of, “How do we pay for college?” For 
many, it is the onset of an “empty nest.”

This special time is not just for 
the student, but also for mothers, 
fathers, siblings, aunts, uncles, 
grandparents and family friends. It 
is a time of celebration, transition 
and venturing into the unknown. 
Emotions include joy, pride, a sense 
of freedom, a fear of the unknown 
and excitement about the future. It 
is a time of intense change.

At this juncture in life, the 
student, parents and other family 
members dream about the future, 
reflect on the past and examine 
the present. It is a time of tran-
sition for the entire family. In 
times like these, there is a natural 
tendency to re-evaluate life, think 
through decisions of the past and 
priorities for the future and con-
template introspective questions. 
This is one of the greatest oppor-
tunities for the church to celebrate 
with students, connect with families and present the 
gospel to many who are postured to listen. God often 
speaks to the hearts of people regarding their spiritual 
condition during life transitions – this is a big one.

Here are some ideas to consider as you recognize, 
celebrate and connect with these families – both 
church members and non-church members.

– Host a big breakfast for graduates early on the 
Sunday morning closest to graduation.

– Recognize the graduates and their families in the 

Sunday morning worship service closest to graduation. 
Distribute gifts to each graduate. Consider presenting 
“got ’em-through” diplomas to parents and guardians.

– Host an elegant postgraduation reception or even 
the biggest, most fun-filled graduation party one can 
imagine. Plan and publicize early, and include lots of 
parents (both church members and non-church mem-
bers) in planning.

– Pastors may want to write 
personal letters of congratulations to 
each graduate and a separate letter 
to the parents or guardians of each 
graduate. 

– Place an ad in the local news-
paper congratulating all of the area 
graduates, publishing photos of 
graduates who are members of your 

church.
– Work with area high schools 

to mobilize volunteers from your 
church to assist with pregradua-
tion, graduation and postgradu-
ation activities. Teachers and 
school administrators are often in 
need of extra help.

– Send deacons, Bible study 
teachers and/or other church 
leaders to each of your graduates’ 
homes (by appointment) to pray 
over the student and the family 

and offer encouragement, congratu-
lations and spiritual counsel.

In any or all of these opportunities, take time to 
share the gospel. Be sure the graduate and the family 
members know what it means to have a personal rela-
tionship with Jesus Christ. We should always make the 
most of every opportunity to share the gospel – and 
this is a big one.

Eric W. Ramsey is an evangelist, author and cross-cultural 
communication strategist serving as president of TCWM, 
based in Mountainburg.

Gore

Touching lives through high school graduations

Ken Gore is chair of the Williams 
Baptist College department of 
Christian ministries. Baptists Ask is 
a reader-driven column. If you have 
a question about a current Baptist 
issue, or a general question about 
faith or religion, email it to tim@
arkansasbaptist.org.

President’s
PersPective

Greg Addison

Answering
the cAll

Eric Ramsey
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Jerol Swaim (center) presents Samantha Linderman (left) of Mammoth Springs and Sam Pucik of 
Conway with Williams Baptist College 2012 Founders Awards. Winners are chosen by a vote of the 
faculty and administration as outstanding representatives of the college and its ideals. 

Cruise ‘12 riders to hear 
from mission leaders

Paron, where the group will get an 
opportunity to see the ministry at 
the camp firsthand.

The ride will continue 
to the Atkins area where 
the group will have lunch, 

and get an update on disas-
ter relief from Howard 
Kisor, associational mis-
sionary with the Arkan-
sas River Valley Baptist 
Association. 
Following lunch, the 

group will ride to the Ar-
kansas Baptist Boys Ranch in 

Harrison along Highway 7, where 
Jeannie Hunt, campus coordinator, 
has planned a dinner and fellowship 
with boys at the ranch for that eve-
ning. The group will plan to lodge 
in Mountain Home that night.

Breakfast on Tuesday, May 22, will 
be at the Bar None Cowboy Church 
in Mountain Home, where Pastor 
Bill Howse will speak to the group. 
Following breakfast, the group will 
ride to Mountain View; then con-
tinue to Heber Springs and lunch at 
Chuck’s Steak House. Lloyd Blan-
ton, pastor of the mission, Freedom 
Way, will share with the group while 
in Heber Springs. The ride will de-
part from Heber Springs following 
lunch and return to Camp Paron.

Brian Phelps, a member of Cross-
gate Church in Hot Springs, will 
serve as “road captain” for Cruise 
’12, said Sonny Tucker, team lead-
er of the evangelism and church 
growth team. 

“Brian is a five-year safety instruc-
tor with the Motorcycle Safety Foun-
dation (MSF),” said Tucker. “We 
were fortunate to get him to help us 
out for Cruise ’12.”

Tucker encouraged pastors, staff 
and associational missionaries to 
participate in Cruise ’12.

“We will tour some incredible Ar-
kansas Baptist mission sites, have 
a fantastic time of fellowship and 
enjoy one of the most scenic rides 
in Arkansas,” he said.

More information about Cruise 
’12 – including detailed informa-
tion about the two-day schedule and 
cost – is available at www.absc.org/
bikeride or call 800-838-2272, ext. 
5128.

A second ride for the fall is set 
for Sept. 17-18 and will include pas-
tors and church staff, as well as key 
church leaders, Tucker added.

PARTICIPANTS IN CRUISE ‘12 
– a first-ever motorcycle “mission 
road trip” organized by the Arkan-
sas Baptist State Convention 
(ABSC) – will hear from a 
variety of mission lead-
ers across Arkansas May 
21-22.

Conducted by the 
ABSC evangelism and 
church growth team, 
the event is limited to 
pastors, other church 
staff and associational 
missionaries who are mo-
torcycle enthusiasts. Cruise ’12 will 
start Monday, May 21, at Camp 

Founders Award winners

Watch for our SBC 
preview coming May 31

Telling the story of 
Arkansas Baptists since 1901
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Jessica Vanderpool
Arkansas Baptist News

LITTLE ROCK – About 500 stu-
dents from across Arkansas traveled 
to Immanuel Baptist Church, Little 
Rock, April 21 for Kaleo: Arkansas 
’12, a one-day conference designed 
to help students become the leaders 
God has called them to be. 

The event, which was jointly 
sponsored by the North American 
Mission Board and the Arkansas 
Baptist State Convention (ABSC), 
featured Jeff Iorg, president of 
Golden Gate Baptist Theological 
Seminary, as speaker and the band, 
Jupiter Wind. 

Breakout sessions included Next 
Steps to Innovative Church Plant-
ing, Calling May Mean Two Careers, 
Dangers Every Minister Should 
Avoid and Experiencing God’s Call: 
How to Know for Sure.

“The excitement of students de-
siring to grow in their call, and to 
serve, is contagious,” 
said Susie Thompson, 
the Kaleo Arkansas 
consultant with the 
ABSC. “Combine that 
with leaders from across 
the state and nation 
who genuinely have a 
desire to invest in these 
students, and the result 
is passionate worship, 
valuable teaching, sig-
nificant conversations 
and purposeful net-
working.”

John Schaffner, Bap-
tist Collegiate Ministry 
(BCM) campus minister 
at the University of Ar-
kansas, Fort Smith, said, 
“This is a great opportunity for me 
as a college minister to bring my stu-
dents to a high quality event at a very 
low cost. … A lot of these students 
… are asking these hard questions 
about, ‘What am I going to do with 
the rest of my life?’ ‘What’s God call-
ing me to?’ So this whole thing is 
designed to answer these huge ques-
tions that this generation is asking.”

Teresa “Bit” Stephens, campus 
minister at Metro BCM, which is lo-
cated on the campus of the Univer-
sity of Arkansas at Little Rock, noted 
how events like Kaleo: Arkansas ’12 
benefits students.

“It is a wonderful opportunity for 
a young person who loves the Lord 
to ask questions and process God’s 
unique directing in their individual 
lives,” she said.

She noted that “this next genera-
tion may very well be the one that 
completes Matthew 24:14 (NASB): 
‘This gospel of the kingdom shall be 
preached in the whole world as a tes-
timony to all the nations, and then 
the end will come.’”

Students not only learned about 
God’s calling, but they also learned 
about church planting. 

Kaleo inspires students
to be ‘God-called’ leaders

“I didn’t know it was a big deal 
here but it is, and God’s just weighed 
on my heart that He wants to use 
different situations and different 
people and unsterile environments 
just to proclaim His name among 
people who haven’t heard of Him, 
and they have a bad idea of who 
Christians are,” said Jessie Phillips, a 
University of Arkansas,  Fayetteville, 
student who serves on the leader-
ship team at the campus’s BCM.

During the conference, students 
had the opportunity to hear from 
church planters about the work they 
do.

Phillips said she was encouraged 
by hearing what one church planter 
– David Alderson – had to say.

“I was just encouraged by David 
… telling us about his church plant 
and just how the Holy Spirit moves,” 
she said. “There’s not a set list of 
what they’re going to do on Sundays. 
They feel the Holy Spirit’s leading, 
and that’s how they do church.”

Alderson, who is 
with The Awakening 
of Northwest Arkan-
sas, a church plant in 
Tontitown, said Kaleo 
is beneficial to stu-
dents because it comes 
alongside them and 
offers them knowl-
edge, wisdom and ex-
perience.

“Jesus taught by 
apprenticeship, and 
that’s a concept I think 
that’s being lost some-
what,” he said. “Every 
trade in America is 
taught through ap-
prenticeship. … And 
now we have these re-

sources, and we have all this experi-
ence and all this knowledge that can 
actually come alongside these young 
people and apprentice them in that 
process, and it’s just going to make 
that learning curve so much easier 
for them. So that’s what I think is so 
exciting about Kaleo.”

Alderson added, “I’m so proud to 
be a part of a state convention that 
has this heart for our young people 
and wanting to help them find this 
call and find where God has them 
in ministry.”

Thompson summed up the event, 
saying, “Quite simply, God did an 
amazing work as many were affirmed 
in His call on their life, as they ex-
plored God’s work and purpose for 
them in church planting and as they 
pursued personal development by 
hearing from leaders across the na-
tion in specific areas of leadership. 
We will continue to reap the har-
vest from this event and this empha-
sis as these students embrace their 
call and as we, as Arkansas Baptist 
leaders, continue to invest in their 
lives.”

Contact Jessica Vanderpool at 

Students listen during a session at Kaleo: Arkansas ‘12 held at Immanuel Baptist Church, Little Rock. 
The one-day conference was designed to help students become leaders God calls them to be. 

David Alderson speaks to stu-
dents during the Kaleo event. 

jessica@arkansasbaptist.org.
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range to
bottom edge

range to
bottom edge

Funding Campaigns  

Stewardship Analysis  

Stewardship Coaching 

800.251.4220

l i f e way.com /s t e war dship 

PROVEN FINANCIAL STRATEGIES  
FOR THE NEXT MINISTRY OBJECTIVE.

LifeWay Stewardship

COME SEE US AT  

THE L IFEWAY  

BOOTH DURING SBC !

 ATTENTION PASTORS
 

        Sam Moore is a Southern 
Baptist Evangelist and is available 
for revivals, crusades and harvest 

days. He is also available for 
evangelism/Bible conferences, 

outdoors/men’s hunting events,
 and witness training. 

Call now to schedule for 2010.
 479-381-1170

                                                                         
Sam Moore Evangelistic Ministries                                                                             

www.evangelistsammoore.com

Call now to schedule for 2011-2012.Call now to schedule for 2012-13.

Telling the story of Arkansas Baptists since 1901

Our summer vacation/SBC 
preview is coming May 31

Proper training can help
seniors be computer literate
THE GROWTH of the Internet – 
which is used for everything from 
purchasing groceries to a new car 
– as well as the widespread use of 
email, means that senior citizens can 
no longer just sit on the sidelines in 
today’s high tech world.

SeniorNET offers a 16-hour 
“hands on” training course at the 
Donald W. Reynolds Center Uni-
versity of Arkansas Medical Scienc-
es (UAMS) Institute on Aging that 
covers a variety of topics including 
Spreadsheets/Excel, Genealogy, 
Print Artist Graphics, Navigating the 
Internet and Introduction to Com-
puters.  The course is divided into 
two-hour classes, two days a week for 
four weeks.

“Each student will have access 

to a computer equipped with Win-
dows 7 and the latest editions of soft-
ware used in training,” said Diane 
Hughes, chairman of the Little Rock 
Learning Center.

Hughes added that in addition to 
an instructor, classes typically include 
two to three assistants, called “coach-
es,” to help individual students keep 
up with the pace of the class.

“Everyone associated with the 
Little Rock Learning Center are vol-
unteers, most of them retired from 
a wide range of professions. All are 
well qualified to teach computer 
skills to seniors in the area in which 
they volunteer,” said Hughes.

More information about classes 
is available by emailing seniornet-
joan2@gmail.com.
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Self-professed ‘Coke-aholic’ turns 100
LITTLE ROCK – When Emily Jose-
phine “Jody” May was 95 years old, 
her doctor told her to stop drinking 
Cokes. He knew she was consuming 
six to eight each day, and he tried to 
explain the damage they were caus-
ing in her body. Yet despite it all, 
May turned 100 on April 15. 

And to celebrate a century of life, 
the Arkansas Baptist Foundation, 
which has managed the care of May 
for the last several years, held a Co-
ca-Cola birthday party for her. The 
event included Coke decorations, 
Coke floats, cake and cookies. 

Born in 1912, Jody May has been 
a longtime member of Immanuel 
Baptist Church, Little Rock. Her 
husband of 75 years, Jack May, died 
in 2008, but before his death, the 
Mays established a revocable trust 
with the Arkansas Baptist Founda-
tion as successor trustee. 

David Moore, president of the 
Foundation, explained that Jack May, 
who handled all the family finances, 
knew that his wife would need some 
help if he were to pass away. Thus, 
because of their charitable intent, 
the Foundation has managed the 
care for Jody May since 2008.

After breaking her hip, May was 

able to stay at home with the help 
of a full-time caregiver. Later she 
moved into Parkway Heights in Lit-
tle Rock, the assisted living facility 
owned by Parkway Village. In more 
recent months, as her health deterio-
rated, she was moved to the Parkway 
Health Center.

Does she still drink Cokes? Abso-
lutely!  

Shelli Johnston, who leads donor 
relations at the Foundation, ex-
plained that May still never goes a 
day without Coke and cookies.

“We have to limit her intake,” said 
Moore. “We keep a stash locked up. 
She has one in the morning and one 
in the afternoon, but she will drink 
as many as you will bring her. Now 
I wonder if she will outlive her doc-
tor.”

On her birthday, friends from 
church, her former neighborhood 
and clubs to which she belonged 
came to pay their respects in honor 
of her 100th birthday. 

“Many of the Immanuel folks re-
member her well,” said Johnston. 
“She has been involved in almost 
(every) aspect of that church through 
the years, but especially loved work-
ing with children since she had none 

To celebrate a century of life, the Arkansas Baptist Foundation, which has managed the care of Jody 
May for the last several years, held a Coca-Cola birthday party in her honor. 

May’s 100th birthday cake is lighted by Shelli Johnston of the Arkansas Baptist Foundation.

of her own.”  
Moore explained that because May 

did not have biological children, “lov-
ing other kids has been a huge part 
of her life.” 

“Very few people are fortunate to 

celebrate 75 years of marriage and 
100 years of life, but Jody has made 
both those milestones now,” said 
Moore. “Perhaps the doctors are 
wrong – Cokes may be the miracle 
drug?”

Q When is the right time to ask 
about hospice?
Now is the best time to learn more 
about hospice. Although-end-of-life 
care may be diffi cult to discuss, it 
is best for family members to share 
their wishes long before it becomes 
a concern. 

How does hospice care begin?
Typically, hospice care starts as 
soon as a formal request or a referral 
is made. Anyone associated with the 
family can make a referral or ask for 
information. Physician approval or 
physician order is required. 

Providing Care In:
Hospital  Primary Residence  Nursing Home 

Little Rock Inpatient Center

501-221-3338
2200 S. Bowman   Little Rock, AR 72211

www.hospicehomecare.com

A

Q
A

Hot Springs
501-321-4014

Pine Bluff
870-540-0727

Monticello
870-367-9008

Searcy
501-279-7955

Conway
501-336-9172

Providing care in a 50-mile radius around each location.

Computer Classes 
for Seniors (age 50+)
Our June 2012 classes at the 
Reynolds Institute on Aging at 
UAMS include:

Navigating the Internet• 
Introduction to Computers• 
Fundamentals for • 
Beginners
Exploring Windows 7• 

For more details and to enroll: 
(501) 603-1262
seniornetjoan2@gmail.com
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Navigating the Internet
Introduction to Computers
Fundamentals for 
Beginners
Exploring Windows 
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Williams Baptist gets new ‘gateway’ to campus
WALNUT RIDGE – Visitors to 
Williams Baptist College have been 
noticing a big change at the college’s 
entrance. A new gateway has been 
completed that welcomes those driv-
ing onto campus through the main 
entrance on Fulbright Avenue.

“The impact of the new entrance 
is even greater than we anticipated,” 
said Jerol Swaim, Williams Baptist 
president. 

“This is a beautiful structure that 
makes a bold statement to visitors 
about the quality of the college; 
plus, it gives us a distinct sense of 
place. There is no doubt when you 
pass through this gateway that you 
have left behind other surroundings 
and entered the Williams campus.”

The new entrance features red 
brick pillars that match most of 
the buildings at Williams, as well 
as wrought iron, white stone and 
gold letters. The structure is built 
in two sections to line each side of 
the road.

It was completed at a cost of about 
$50,000, according to Swaim. Half 

A new “gateway” entrance to the Williams Baptist College campus was completed recently at a cost of $50,000.

of the funding came in a gift from 
Mr. and Mrs. N.B. Harty of Dexter, 
Mo., and the other half was from the 
estate of Javine Blackwood of Para-

gould. The structure is to be named 
the Harty-Blackwood Gateway.

The gateway was designed at no 
cost by architect Rik Sowell of Con-

way, who serves on the Williams 
board of trustees. Tate Construc-
tion of Jonesboro served as general 
contractor on the project.

PRAYER
continued from page one

them: ‘The harvest is abundant, but 
the workers are few. Therefore, pray 
to the Lord of the harvest to send 
out workers into His harvest.’”

The plan for this year’s Day of 
Prayer is to mail a special bulletin in-
sert to all Arkansas Baptist churches 
for distribution on May 20 or the 
following Sunday, said Yarbrough. 
The insert is being produced by the 
ABN in cooperation with the Arkan-
sas Baptist State Convention execu-
tive support team.

“One side of the beautiful full-
color insert (shown at right) will be 
information about how to pray for 
and support the ABN; the other side 
will include information about the 
Cooperative Program in Arkansas,” 
said Yarbrough.

Members of the ABN staff are 
available to speak on May 20 or other 
times during May to support the em-
phasis, he added. If you would like 
to request a speaker for your church 
for a Sunday morning or evening or 
a Wednesday night, please contact 
the ABN at abn@arkansasbaptist.
org.

Access the ABN on your mobile device!
On iPhone: Type www.arkansasbaptist.org in your Web browser.  Click on “add to 
home screen.”

On Android: On the desktop, press home screen until a context menu pops up. Select 
“shortcut” menu item. Select “bookmark” menu item. Bookmarks pop up. Select target 
bookmark Web page (www.arkansasbaptist.org), and it will display on the home screen.

Telling the story of Arkansas Baptists since 1901

ABN

A special bulletin insert is being mailed to all Arkansas Baptist churches. One side is the ABN Day of Prayer; the other is the Cooperative Program.
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C l a s s i f i e d s
PASTOR

OTHER STAFF POSITIONS

Second Baptist Church of Russellville, Ark., is 
seeking a senior pastor with leadership and ad-
ministrative skills and a passion for evangelism and 
outreach. A minimum of M.Div is preferred. Please 
send resumes to sbcr_pst@suddenlink.net before 
July 15, 2012.

Pearcy Baptist Church is seeking a full-time 
pastor. Resumes should be sent to: Pearcy Baptist 
Church Attn: Search Committee, 5985 Airport Rd, 
Pearcy, AR  71964.

Calvary Baptist Church in Dardanelle is seeking 
a full-time, SBC-licensed and ordained pas-
tor. Candidates must have completed seminary 
studies. Prefer candidates between 40-50 years of 
age with a minimum of five years pastoral expe-
rience. Contact Lawrence at 479-229-2520 or at 
vaughn@528centurytel.net or Monte at 479-477-
0137 or at msims@dardanellepolice.com. Mail re-
sumes to P.O. Box 532, Dardanelle, AR 72834.

First Baptist Church, Morrilton, is prayerfully 
seeking a full-time senior pastor after the retire-
ment of our  pastor of 23 years. Resumes may be 
emailed to fbc-morrilton@suddenlinkmail.com or 
sent to FBC Morrilton, Pastor Search Committee, 200 
E Church St, Morrilton, AR 72110.

Alexander First Baptist Church is looking for a 

bivocational pastor. Salary is negotiable at a 
certain level. Please send resume and ask for an ap-
plication to AFBC P.O. Box 86 Alexander, AR 72202 or 
email at AFBC@att.net.

First Baptist Church, El Dorado, Ark., is prayer-
fully seeking a pastor following the retirement of 
its pastor after 15 years of service. Please email re-
sumes to: searchfbc11@yahoo.com or mail to Pastor 
Search Committee, 100 East Peach Street, Room 350, 
El Dorado, AR  71730. 

Maple Grove Baptist Church in Trumann, Ark., 
is seeking a full-time pastor. Send Resumes to: 
Maple Grove Baptist Church, 13509 Maple Grove 
Road, Trumann, AR 72472 or email them to rhen-
drix@centurytel.net.

First Baptist Church Alton, Mo., is seeking full 
time  pastor. Location in a rural south Missouri 
county seat town. Send resume to First Baptist 
Church, Box 187, Alton, MO 65606 or wjwynn44@
yahoo.com.

P.O. Box 1304 Manila, AR 72442 or email nrussell@
firstbaptistmanila.org. 

Full-time music/youth minister: Growing 
suburban congregation in N.W. Wichita, Kan., is 
seeking God’s man to lead in worship and coordi-
nate youth ministry. Must be willing to grow into 
the future with us. Send resumes to Believers Baptist 
Church, 13909 W. 21st North, Wichita, KS 67235 or 
tohls@believersbaptistchurch.com. 

Gosnell Baptist Church of Blytheville, Ark., is 
seeking a full-time music and youth minister. 
Send resume to Gosnell Baptist Church, 603 Highway 
181, Blytheville, AR 72315.

The Viola Baptist Church is seeking a full-time 
youth minister. Please send resumes to: Search 
Committee, c/o Viola Baptist Church, P.O. Box 295, 
Viola, AR 72583 or email to pastor@fbcviola.com. 

New Hope Baptist Church West in Duncan, Okla. 
is accepting applications for minister of music. 
Please send resumes to Pastor/Music Search 
Committee, New Hope Baptist Church West, P.O. Box 
1164, Duncan, OK 73534.

Pineville Park Baptist Church in Pineville, La., is 
seeking a full-time music minister. If interested, 
email resumes to Pastor Steve McAlister at steve@
pinevillepark.org.

Bivocational youth director needed. 
Contact River Road Baptist, P.O. Box 161, Redfield, 

Sugarloaf Baptist Church in Heber Springs, 
Ark., is seeking a 20-plus passenger bus in 
good condition. 501-362-2448.

DO YOU NEED A CHURCH PIANIST? We 
have piano CDs for churches to sing by! Hymns, pa-
triotic, gospel, choruses, etc. Call Worship Service 
Resources at 1-877-977-6800. Free demo! Special 
Church Pricing! www.wsrpianocds.com.

MISCELLANEOUS

Central Baptist Church of Pine Bluff is seeking a 
full-time minister of youth and recreation. 
Please send resumes to P.O. Box 20336, White Hall, 
AR 71612-0336 or to cbcpastor@cablelynx.com. 

First Baptist Church in Manila, Ark., is seeking a 
full-time student pastor. Please mail resume to 

LAVACA – Frue Tate – the Arkan-
sas Baptist News 2012 Mother of the 
Year – is leaving a “godly legacy” that 
her daughter tries to model.

Tate, a member of First Baptist 
Church, Lavaca, was presented the 
Mother of the Year award April 29 
during the morning worship service 
at her church. She also received a 
gift card from the ABN.

Tony Buchanan is lead pastor at 
First Baptist, La-
vaca.

The an-
nual contest 
asks readers 
to nominate 
mothers by 
submitting an 
essay titled, “A 
Tribute to a 
Godly Moth-
er.” The nomi-
nation of Tate 
was submitted 
by her daughter, Paige Niblett, who 
serves as director of preschool min-
istries at First Baptist. The winning 
tribute is reprinted on this page. 

Niblett said her mother has served 
as First Baptist custodian since 1994. 
She has also been on numerous mis-
sion trips and is part of the Hellfight-
ers Christian Motorcycle Ministry. 

“She loves the Lord and serves 
Him faithfully,” Buchanan said of 
Tate. “As a mom, she modeled the 
Lord before her daughter, Paige, and 
taught her what it meant to serve the 
Lord as well. By God’s grace, Paige is 
following her mother’s example by 
faithfully serving Him. Frue is leav-
ing a godly legacy to her daughter.”

Tate is married to Jack Tate, has 
one daughter – Niblett – and two 
grandchildren.

Mother of the Year leaves ‘godly legacy’
A Tribute to a Godly Mother 

My mother, Frue Tate, of FBC La-
vaca, Arkansas, probably will not be in 
the church service this Mother’s Day. 

Oh, she’ll be at church all right, but 
you won’t find her up on the stage. She 
will be over in the nursery, rocking sweet 
babies, so that their own young mothers 
can hear the Word of God. 

This is after she has taught twenty 
something second graders, who love 

Mrs. Frue, and 
tote their Bibles 
with passages 
marked that she 
has taught them.  
This is also after 
she has cleaned 
the church, and 
worked on plan-
ning this year’s 
Vacation Bible 
School program.  

Frue Tate has 
only one biologi-

cal child, me, but she has nurtured many 
more children throughout the years. She 
also helps with our church’s Real Girls 
ministry, teaching school age girls about 
women of the Bible and missionaries. 
Or, I could tell you about all the mission 
trips she goes on each year, sharing the 
gospel on indian reservations as well as 
to bikers at Sturgis. 

I am the most grateful to her, how-
ever, for how she has instilled in me a 
love for God’s Word. The first Bible verse 
she taught me as a little girl was 2 Cor-
inthians 5:7, which says, “For we walk 
by faith and not by sight.” This singular 
verse has shaped my life in a way that is 
hard to put into words. And now, and I 
raise my own two babies, I know how to 
be a godly mother because of the example 
she has set.  

My mother reminds me much of Anna 

of the New Testament, who served faith-
fully in the temple and “spoke faithfully 
of Him to all” (Luke 2:38).  

AR 72132. 501-397-2576 or 870-536-4109, or 
email river013@centurytel.net. 

First Baptist Church in Carlisle is seeking a part-
time or full-time music minister. Send resume to 
First Baptist Church P.O. Box 25, Carlisle, AR 72024.

First Baptist Church, Forrest City, is seeking a 
full-time minister of music. If interested, send re-
sume to 507 N. Rosser St., Forrest City, AR 72335.

First Baptist Church is seeking interim worship 
leader. Also accepting resumes for permanent 
part-time worship leader (blended service). Please 
send resumes to Mary Wise, P.O. Box 66, Sheridan, 
AR 72150 or email monlyeonly.wise54@yahoo.
com.

Southside Baptist Church, Poteau, Okla., 25 
minutes from Fort Smith, Ark., is searching for a 
student pastor. Send resume to ssb505@win-
stream.net, FAX: 918-647-3271.

Frue Tate with her daughter, Paige Niblett, and two grandchildren outside First Baptist, Lavaca.

Just like the Proverbs 31 woman, this 
is me, rising up to call my mother, Frue 
Tate, blessed.

ABN ‘godly fathers’ 
contest announced

fathers who are members of Ar-
kansas Baptist churches. Writers 
are asked to submit a brief tribute 
(300 words or less) about their fa-
ther or another worthy father they 
know. The father’s full name and 
church home must be included 
with the tribute. 

The ABN will recognize the 
winner in his local church and 
present him with a gift, as well as 
highlight his tribute in the June 
14 issue.

Send tributes by June 7, along 
with your phone number and/or 
email address, the father’s name 
and what church he attends to Fa-
ther of the Year Contest, Arkansas 
Baptist News, 10 Remington Drive, 
Little Rock, AR 72204, or email 
to abn@arkansasbaptist.org.

The Arkansas Baptist News is an-
nouncing its annual “Tribute to a 
Godly Father” contest.

In an effort to honor all fathers, 
each year the ABN selects a father 
of the year based on entries.

The issue prior to Father’s Day 
announces the winner and in-
cludes the winning tribute, which 
will be chosen based on qualities 
of the father, godliness of the man 
being honored, and inspiration 
and readability of the essay sub-
mitted.

Garland “Gano” Harris won 
in 2011. His daughter, Charlene 
Fite, wrote about her father, “My 
dad has always been the first one 
to step forward when anyone had 
any need.”

The essay contest is limited to 

Tate with husband, Jack.
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to a beautiful part of the world!
Greece Tours/Cruises

Steps of Paul & John
Escorted by expert guides with a tremendous 

understanding of Bible history, the Greek 
language and practical application of Scripture.

a “life changing” experience!
12 wonderful packages - year-round made 

especially for the Evangelical Christian.
Excellent value for small groups, 

large groups, and individuals.

Also,  a large selection of tours to 
Israel, the Churches of Revelation, Turkey, 

Italy, Germany, Petra, Mt. Nebo, Egypt.

www.pilgrimtours.com  
Box 268, Main St., Morgantown PA, 19543       800-322-0788

“Christian Fellowship Tours Since 1987”

CHERYL E. TURNER

Women’s Motivational
Speaker

Humorist and Storyteller

For information
337-457-8872

2569 Richard School Road
Eunice, LA 70535

cherylrutht@aol.com
sparrowsnestministries.com

Happy Birthday!
to all the missionary kids attending college who are

 celebrating birthdays in the month of June.

◆ June 4: Elizabeth Quick, OBU Box 3854, Arkadelphia, AR 71998-0001;  
 Uruguay. 
◆ June 8: Kyle Smith, OBU Box 3131, Arkadelphia, AR 71998-0001;  
 Costa Rica. 
◆ June 18: Chad Bullington, OBU Box 3361, Arkadelphia, AR 71998-0001;  
 Namibia. 
◆ June 25: Jessica Bowling, OBU Box 3943, Arkadelphia, AR 71998-0001;  
 Chile. 
◆ June 28: Charissa Fortenberry, OBU Box 3890, Arkadelphia, AR 71998-
 0001; Botswana. 

WAlNUt RidgE – Scotty Pollett 
of White Hall and Andrew Ramsey 
of Mountainburg were awarded the 

glendale Scholarship at Williams 
Baptist College. they were present-
ed during the department of Chris-
tian ministries banquet.

the glendale Scholarship gets its 
name from the first names of its two 
benefactors. William dale Kirkland 
and his sister, glenn Kirkland, of 
Plumerville, established the scholar-
ship in 1971. 

the scholarship is awarded to two 
Williams freshmen Christian min-
istry students who show unusual 
promise to the ministry. 

the Christian ministries faculty 
at Williams select the scholarship 
recipients each year and base their 
decision on the students’ academic 
achievements and devotion to Chris-
tian ministry during their first year 
at Williams.

Pollett is a graduate of White Hall 
High School. He is the son of tim 
and dorothy Pollett of White Hall.

Ramsey is a homeschool gradu-
ate. He is the son of Eric and gaye 
Ramsey of Mountainburg.

Williams is a four-year, liberal arts 
college at Walnut Ridge.

Pollett, Ramsey awarded 
Glendale Scholarships

Members of Real Encounter Outreach perform during Reality Weekend 2012, an event sponsored by three Dewitt 
churches, New Life Fellowship, Faith Baptist Church and McAdams Road Church. “It is a community-wide, multi-
church event to reach out to students sixth through 12th grade and draw them closer to Jesus,” said Kasey Earl, New 
Life Fellowship associate pastor of worship and student ministries. He said dozens accepted Christ.

Reality Weekend 2012
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First Baptist Church, Gould, will 
hold its Kick-Off to Summer concert 
featuring the band Summerhill from 
6 to 8 p.m. June 2. The event, which 
will include games and a devotional, 
is directed toward teenagers, though 
all ages are welcome. To RSVP, visit 
the events section of the “First Bap-
tist Church of Gould” Facebook 
page.

Central Baptist Church, Mag-

nolia, will hold the 2Talk42 family 
crusade at 6 p.m. each evening May 
20-23. The goal of the event is to 
reach out and share the gospel with 
children and their families. For more 
information, contact Angel Dancy at 
870-234-2430. On the move

Doug Duncan is serving as pas-
tor of Fellowship Baptist Church, 
Searcy.

Rudy Davis has completed his 
tenure as interim pastor of South 

Milestones
Anderson Chapel Baptist 

Church, Dumas, will celebrate its 
75th anniversary June 3.

Briana Looney received the 2012-
13 Ouachita Association Scholarship 
for the Ouachita Baptist Association. 
Looney plans to attend Ouachita 
Baptist University in Arkadelphia.

Side Baptist Church, Pine Bluff.
Scott Miller is serving as pastor of 

Lonoke Baptist Church, Lonoke.
Rusty Keltner is serving as pas-

tor of First Baptist Church, Corn-
ing, coming there from Owensville 
Baptist Church, Lonsdale, where he 
served as pastor.

Submit church news by 
emailing Jessica Vanderpool at 
jessica@arkansasbaptist.org.

Archives
1901-2011

50 years ago - 
May 1962
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I experienced an epiphany while 
I watched the fish at the zoo’s 

aquarium. Some of 
the younger chil-
dren had their faces 
pressed against the 
glass while pecking 
with their fingers 
to get the fish’s at-
tention. Each fish 
swam around the 
tank oblivious to 
the commotion in 
the world beyond 
the glass. 

We can teach our Bible stud-
ies, preach our sermons, write our 
commentaries and do ministry and 

never spiritually affect the world 
outside our stained glass aquariums. 

As believers, we 
are the recipients 
of God’s great 
love. We have the 
privilege and the 
responsibility to 
share this great 
love with the 
world. 

Acts 17:1-7 
tells us that the 
Apostle Paul and 
Silas taught in 

the synagogue at Thessalonica for 
three Sabbaths, reasoning that Jesus 
was crucified and resurrected and 

was the Christ. They were able to 
persuade some Jews, a multitude of 
Greek proselytes and a few of the 
leading women. Some unhappy Jews 
incited a riot and accused Paul and 
Silas of turning the world upside 
down over this Jesus (Acts 17:6-7). 
They left during the night to Berea 
and the next day went straight to the 
synagogue of the Jews (Acts 17:10). 

After an extended visit in Thessa-
lonica, Timothy arrived in Corinth, 
giving Paul a good report about the 
church at Thessalonica. Paul wrote 
to them praises for being examples 
for all believers in Macedonia, 
Achaia and everywhere their faith 
was witnessed (1 Thess. 1:7-8). He 

recalled their “work of faith, labor 
of love, and endurance of hope in 
our Lord Jesus Christ” (1 Thess. 
1:3, HCSB).  

The work he started among them 
had continued and expanded. 

What was Paul and the Thessalo-
nians’ motivation? He tells us in 2 
Corinthians 5:14 (NKJV): “For the 
love of Christ compels us.” 

The word “compel” is a Greek 
word literally meaning “to hold to-
gether or compress.” It is pressure 
that leads to action. We don’t leave 
a legacy in monuments, churches or 
stained glass windows. We leave our 
legacy in the lives of those we touch 
with the light of God’s love. 

M ost children of God come 
to understand that spiritual 

leadership is different in the church 
than in the world. Then again, 
many do not. Some church mem-
bers, as well as pastors, support the 
idea of the pastor being the chief 
executive officer (CEO) of God’s 
Church. That’s the idea of worldly 
leadership. In God’s Church, there 
are only “head servants.” The pastor 
is supposed to lead – but he’s no 
CEO. The pastor is a servant. Our 
focal passage gives us wonderful in-
sights into spiritual leadership.

First, great spiritual leadership 
comes and goes (Josh. 1:1-3). Moses 
was one of the greatest leaders in the 
Old Testament, but someone had to 

follow him. A great leader, in fact, 
followed him in Joshua. No leader 
can last forever. A leader’s influence 
will often last much longer than he 
will. Great leaders need to remem-
ber that there will always be some-
one who will follow after them.  

Second, spiritual leadership 
brings great responsibility (Josh. 1:4, 
6). Joshua was given his territory. 
There was much to be responsible 
for. He was told to “be strong and 
courageous” (Josh. 1:6). Spiritual 
leadership brings with it many re-
sponsibilities. The responsibility of 
spiritual leadership isn’t always easy, 
but it’s worth it.

Third, spiritual leadership is 
about faithfulness (Josh. 1:7-8). 

Godly leadership requires faithful-
ness primarily to the Word of God. 
Spiritual leadership must be faithful 
to the Word 
before opin-
ion, before 
t r a d i t i o n , 
before selfish 
beliefs and 
before some-
one’s person-
al doctrine. 
Not every 
spiritual be-
lief out there is of God. Not all doc-
trine can be right. The younger gen-
erations of Christians today want a 
generic, nondenominational faith 
and belief system. Spiritual leader-

ship has always been about believing 
in something – the right thing! It 
does matter what we believe.

Fourth, “follow-
ship” is as important 
as leadership (Josh. 
1:16-18). Leadership is 
about leading. But suc-
cessful spiritual leader-
ship also involves fol-
lowing. Great leader-
ship will lead, but the 
greatest leadership will 
fall on its face if the 

folk will not follow. Sometimes we 
may not agree with everything that 
happens in our church – but there 
is still the choice of whether we will 
follow the leadership before us.  

I was raised in Louisiana, but I 
met and fell in love with a hand-

some man from Arkansas. So to Ar-
kansas I went. He was an associate 
pastor at the time, and I was a nurse, 
so it was easier for me to relocate. 
We married and were very happy. 

Nearly six months into our mar-
riage, I became very homesick. I was 
used to seeing my family regularly. 
Phone calls helped, but it wasn’t 
enough. 

My poor husband couldn’t take 
it when I would cry, and I felt silly 
for crying. My parents were having 
a rough time as well. My dad would 
say, “That ol’ hairy-legged boy just 

came and took you away.” 
Through it all, my husband was 

very understanding, and we can 
laugh about it now. 

But the day that Christ ascended 
to heaven, leaving His disciples to 
carry on, was no laughing matter. 
Can you imagine the sadness they 
felt? They were with Him day and 
night. He was their Savior, but He 
was family as well. They loved Him 
and would miss Him more than 
words could ever express. 

“‘I am going to send you what my 
Father has promised; but stay in the 
city until you have been clothed with 
power from on high.’ When he led 

them out to the vicinity of Bethany, 
he lifted up his hands and blessed 
them. While he was blessing them, 
he left them and 
was taken up into 
heaven” (Luke 
24:49-51, NIV).

Jesus knew 
His disciples 
would need guid-
ance and courage 
along the way. 
The mantle now 
rested on their 
shoulders. He did not leave them 
alone in their sadness. He sent them 
a Comforter – the Holy Spirit.

When my stepson was deployed 
to Iraq, I thought my heart would 
break. We worried for his safety to 

the point of physi-
cal sickness. I knew 
God would take 
care of him, but 
there was always 
the, “What if?” Our 
relationship with 
Jesus allowed us to 
endure his absence. 
That same Holy 
Spirit that comfort-

ed the disciples also brought peace 
to us. There is nothing like the sweet 
presence of God.

He lives eternally: Carry on 

The leadership dare

A legacy of love 

How much of your life and heart 
are you truly devoting to God? 

Are you merely going through the 
motions of Chris-
tianity? Is your 
walk with Him a 
result of a genuine 
desire to worship 
and glorify Him? 
In the following 
verses, three truths 
should motivate 
any Christian to 
give the Lord the 
very best of his or 
her life and heart.  

Take a look at Malachi 1:1-5. Have 

you ever gotten frustrated after being 
asked the same question and then an-
swering it over and over again? Chil-

dren often ask the 
same questions over 
and over because they 
do not pay attention 
to the answers given 
to them. As children 
of God, we often 
react the same way to 
our heavenly Father. 
During this time in 
Israel’s history, God 
had displayed His 
love by delivering His 

people from exile. After many years in 

captivity as a consequence of their sin, 
God brought liberation to His people. 
However, they continued to ask Him 
to prove His love. Remember, if you 
are God’s child, you were adopted 
into His family when you came to 
Him through faith in Christ. Jesus 
is the ultimate expression of God’s 
love for us. Christ’s sacrifice should 
remind us to love and serve God with 
all we are because He deserves it. 

Now look at Malachi 1:6-10. Al-
though God’s love is evident to be-
lievers, like the Israelites, it becomes 
routine for our devotion and service 
to the Lord to be halfhearted and ill 
prepared. Instead of making Him the 

first priority in our lives, too often we 
are more willing to give God our left-
over time and resources. Notice God’s 
rejection of the halfhearted notions 
of the Israelites (Mal. 1:10). As we set 
priorities in life, we should not forget: 
God not only deserves the best of our 
hearts and lives, He demands it.

Finally, turn to Malachi 1:11-14. 
God promises “pure offerings will be 
presented in every place” (Mal. 1:11). 
No matter who or where a Christian 
is, he or she has the opportunity to 
serve God in a unique way. When you 
and I are fully submitted to living for 
Him, then He will display it for His 
glory! 

Are you just going through the motions?

ExplorE thE BiBlE

May 27, 2012
Kelli Haigwood 

member 
Hermitage Baptist, Hermitage

Scripture passages:
Luke 24:1-8, 36-40, 44-53 

Gerald Nash 
chaplain

Second Baptist, Conway

Scripture passages:
Acts 17:1-4; 2 Corinthians 5:14-15; 

1 Thessalonians 1:2-10 

BiBlE StudiES For liFE

May 27, 2012

ExplorE thE BiBlE

JunE 3, 2012
Eric S. Hodge

pastor
Mt. Olive Baptist, Crossett

Scripture passage:
Joshua 1:1-11, 16-18

Jason Campbell
college and singles minister

Geyer Springs FBC, Little Rock
Scripture passage:

Malachi 1:1-14

BiBlE StudiES For liFE

JunE 3, 2012

Commentary
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For More Information contact the Evangelism & Church Growth
800.838.2272 | 501.376.4791 ext 5222  lmoon@absc.org

2013

Arkansas Baptist Youth Day @
Magic Springs

August 25, 2012 Has been

POSTPONED
Watch For The Date

•May 21-22: Arkansas Cruise ‘12 
Pastor/Staff Motorcycle Ride – 
Camp Paron, Paron
•May 22: Potential AM Training 
– Camp Paron, Paron
•June 11-15: Camp Siloam Com-
bined Week – Arkansas Baptist As-
sembly, Siloam Springs
•June 16: Super Summer JV – 
Ouachita Baptist University, Arka-
delphia
•June 18-22: Camp Siloam Chil-
dren Only Week – Arkansas Bap-
tist Assembly, Siloam Springs
•June 19-20: Southern Baptist 
Convention Annual Meeting – 
New Orleans, La.
•June 19-23: Super Summer – 
Ouachita Baptist University, Arka-
delphia
•June 25-29: Camp Siloam Youth 
Only Week – Arkansas Baptist As-
sembly, Siloam Springs
•June 26-29: JoyWorks – Ouachi-
ta Baptist University, Arkadelphia
•July 2-6: Camp Siloam Com-
bined Week – Arkansas Baptist As-
sembly, Siloam Springs
•July 9-13: Camp Siloam Com-
bined Week – Arkansas Baptist As-
sembly, Siloam Springs

For more information on events, go to 
www.absc.org, or call 800-838-2272.

ABSC
calendar

ABSC Master’Singers 
scholarship available

THE ACTS 1:8 One Day Mission 
Trip, sponsored by the missions 
ministries team of the Arkansas 
Baptist State Convention, is sched-
uled for Oct. 6. 

The event, which will take place 
at Tri-County Baptist Association, 
will include prayer walking; chil-
dren’s activities, such as games and 

Bible stories; senior adult ministry; 
home repairs and painting; health 
clinics; sports camps; evangelism; 
yard work, including raking, mow-
ing and trimming; and block par-
ties. 

For more information, call 800-
838-2272, ext. 5150, or email Oleta 
Raines at oraines@absc.org.

Acts 1:8 One Day 
Mission Trip Oct. 6

Poverty 101 seminar set for Aug. 18

THE ARKANSAS BAPTIST State 
Convention leadership and worship 
team awards the Master’Singers Me-
morial Scholarship annually to a 
deserving student who is preparing 
for some type of vocational ministry 
through music. 

The scholarship is established to 
memorialize deceased members of 
the Arkansas Master’Singers. 

Funds for the $2,000 scholar-
ship are received in the form of 

THE ARKANSAS BAPTIST State 
Convention (ABSC) missions min-
istries team will host Poverty 101: 
Understanding and Ministering to 
Those Who Live in Poverty from 10 
a.m. to 2 p.m. Aug. 18 at the ABSC 
building.

Mindy Jamison, a North Ameri-
can Mission Board (NAMB) consul-

tant, will serve as conference leader. 
Jamison serves with NAMB and the 
Baptist Convention of Iowa in inner 
city Des Moines, Iowa, as the state 
church and community ministries 
consultant and the co-director of 
Friendship Baptist Center.

The conference will bring under-
standing to generational poverty 

while examining the culture and 
mind-set of those living in poverty. 

It will explore the most effective 
ways to minister to the impover-
ished. 

Lunch will be provided.
To register, email oraines@absc.

org. Registration deadline is Aug. 
10.

 Literacy training Aug. 3-4
SHERWOOD – A Literacy Mis-
sions Training Workshop is sched-
uled for Aug. 3-4 at Baring Cross 
Baptist Church, Sherwood. 

Training will begin at 2 p.m. 

JoyWorks 2012 set for June 26-29
ARKADELPHIA – JoyWorks, a 
music and worship arts camp, will be 
held June 26-29 at Ouachita Baptist 
University in Arkadelphia. The camp 
is open to children who have com-
peted grades 4-6.

“Children have such an incredible 
ability to experience and express pure 
worship” said Larry Grayson, a mem-
ber of the Arkansas Baptist State 

PraiseWorks set for July 16-20
ARKADELPHIA – PraiseWorks, a 
student worship and arts camp, will 
be held at Ouachita Baptist Univer-
sity July 16-20.

The camp is open to students 
who have completed 7-12 grade and 
gives participants the opportunity 
to be in the PraiseWorks choir or 
orchestra. 

“This is an exciting opportunity 
for students to experience music, but 
more importantly encourage them to 
deepen their worship, to grow in ex-
pressing that worship, and to fall in 
love with leading others to worship,” 
said Larry Grayson, a member of the 

A student at 2011 PraisWorks Camp learns a 
new way to make music by using a trash can 
lid attached to her foot.

Convention leadership and worship 
team. “JoyWorks is a place where this 
happens in a creative and fun envi-
ronment. What a wonderful gift to 
offer the children of your church ... 
helping them learn to express their 
love for Jesus in worship.”

Participants will have opportuni-
ties to participate in hands-on work-
shops such as playing instruments, 

performing drama, learning sign lan-
guage, making snapshots, creating 
strange musical sounds and singing. 

“JoyWorks is an exciting oppor-
tunity for children to experience 
music,” said Grayson. “The camp is 
fun, relevant, and hands on.”
 More information about Joy-
Works is available at www.absc.org/
music.

Arkansas Baptist State Convention 
leadership and worship team. 

PraiseWorks provides a creative 
experience for students to gain 
hands-on experience in leading 
praise worship. 

“In a day when many churches 
are no longer providing training 
for future worshipers and worship 
leaders, this camp offers that experi-
ence,” Grayson said. 

All skill levels are welcome. Praise-
Works offers beginning instruction 
through advanced training.

More information is available at 
www.absc.org/music.

memorial gifts and freewill offer-
ings at concerts presented by the 
Master’Singers.

Application forms for this year’s 
scholarship are now available and 
may be downloaded at www.absc.
org/music. 

For more information or for an 
application, contact Nancy Rose at 
800-838-2272, ext. 5121. 

The deadline for this year’s schol-
arship applications is June 11. 

Aug. 3 and will conclude the 
next day at 5 p.m. 

For more information, call 
501-376-4791, ext. 5150.
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ABCHomes to conduct 
first-ever mission trip
for home residents.
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