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The ‘many faces’ of church planting in Arkansas
Caleb Yarbrough
Arkansas Baptist News

Editor’s Note: This is the first in 
a series of stories by the Arkan-
sas Baptist News on the state of 
church planting in the Arkan-
sas Baptist State Convention. 
This story will give an overview 
of church planting in Arkansas. 
Future stories will profile specific 
church plants and church planters, 
highlighting the diversity of church 
planting efforts in the state.

IN 2013, Arkansas Baptist 
State Convention (ABSC) Ex-
ecutive Director J.D. “Sonny” 
Tucker began traveling 
throughout the state asking 
churches how the state conven-
tion could better help them in 
proclaiming the gospel. 

An often-heard request 
from Arkansas Baptists was 
that they wanted the ABSC 
to have a stronger focus on 
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Wild game dinner reaches  
unchurched for Jesus Christ
HEBER SPRINGS – Tum-
bling Shoals Baptist Church’s 
sanctuary was packed with a 
mixture of stuffed wild ani-
mals and hungry sportsmen 
and sportswomen during the 
church’s annual Wild Game 
Supper Feb. 26.

Nearly 300 attended the 
event, most of whom were 
visitors to the church, which 
averages 80 in worship on 
Sunday mornings, said Brad 
Johnson, pastor of Tumbling 
Shoals Baptist. He added that 
55 members of the church 
made the event possible by vol-
unteering to cook, set up and 
decorate for the supper.

“The Wild Game Supper 
has become a major outreach 
for our church and continues 
to grow each year. It brings 
people through our doors who 
would not typically come on a 
Sunday morning. It also brings 
our church family together to 
work as the Body of Christ, 
using the passions and gifts He 
has given us to serve our com-
munity,” said Johnson.

Attendees feasted on a 
supper of chili and crackers, 
bacon-wrapped venison, fried 
potatoes and cornbread. En-
tertainment was provided by 

See PLANTING page 8

See WILD GAME page 3

David Mitchell 2015 AM of the Year
ARKADELPHIA – David 
O. Mitchell, 64, was named 
Arkansas Associational Mis-
sionary of the Year at a ban-
quet held at Ouachita Bap-
tist University March 3.

Mitchell, associational 
missionary for the Bar-
tholomew Baptist 
Association in War-
ren, was recognized 
for his leadership 
and achievements 
in his 10 years of 
service with the as-
sociation. The award 
has been given by 
Ouachita Baptist 
University for 43 
years as a way to recognize 
the “outstanding work” 
done by associational mis-
sionaries in Arkansas.

The award is the high-
light of the annual Associa-
tional Missionaries Retreat 
sponsored by the Arkansas 
Baptist State Convention 
(ABSC) and held at DeGray 
Lake State Park.

“We understand and ap-

preciate the important role 
that is played in the work of 
God’s kingdom by you who 
wear this title, and we are 
thankful for the service you 
provide to local churches, pas-
tors and the Arkansas Bap-
tist State Convention,” said 

Rex Horne, Ouachita 
president, prior to an-
nouncing Mitchell as 
the recipient.

“By recognizing one, 
we are speaking of all 
(associational mission-
aries),” Horne added, 
asking Mitchell and his 
wife, Fran, to join him 
at the podium.

“The man we honor tonight 
possesses the qualities that are 
typical of all those who have 
been called to the important 
task of associational leader-
ship,” said Horne.

In accepting the award, 
Mitchell noted Bartholomew’s 
historic connection with 
Ouachita Baptist University.

“Looking back at the early 
history of Bartholomew, a call 

went out in 1885, I believe 
it was, and our little associa-
tion sent $400 over here to 
get this project (Ouachita 
Baptist College) started. I 
think we did a pretty good 
job with that $400,” he said. 

“I’m thanking our for-
bearers in Bartholomew had 
a vision for missions at the 
home front,” he said.

Mitchell said Bar-
tholomew association has 
been serving Bradley and 
Drew counties since 1850.

During comments, Mitch-
ell said, “Dr. Horne has ex-
pressed it very well. There 
is a battlefield in our na-
tion right in neighborhoods 
called campuses, universities 
and colleges. I’m thankful 
that the state of Arkansas 
has two very fine institu-
tions that love the Lord and 
uphold the great honor and 
glory to His holy Name. I’m 
thankful that Ouachita has 
stood strong and fought the 

Mitchell

See AM of Year page 2

Arkansas Baptist church planters are evangelizing every corner of the state in an attempt to reach every Arkansan with the good news of Jesus Christ. Some of the men 
leading the charge are from left: Neal Scoggins, pastor of City of Refuge Community Church, Little Rock; Bryan Adair, pastor of Circle Cross Cowboy Church in Glenwood and 
Waldron; Michael Carpenter, pastor of The Church at Argenta, North Little Rock; Carlos Lozano, pastor of Iglesia Bautista Salvos Por Gracia, Jonesboro, and Scottie Johnson, 
pastor of Outdoor Church of Arkansas, Conway. Photo by Caleb Yarbrough
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Netanyahu says Iranian
threat like Esther story  
WASHINGTON (BP) – 
A genocidal chapter in 
the ancient relationship 
between Israel and Iran 
could be the result of a 
nuclear agreement the 
United States may sign 
with Iran, Israeli Prime 
Minister Benjamin Ne-
tanyahu told a joint meet-
ing of Congress March 3. 
Threats by the modern 
Persian state of Iran to 
annihilate Jews, Netan-
yahu said, are frighten-
ingly reminiscent of the 
murderous Old Testa-
ment plot hatched by the 
Persian Viceroy Haman – 
whose plan to kill all Jews 
was foiled by the Persian 
Queen Esther, a Jew, and 
recounted in the biblical 
book bearing her name.

Floyd, SBC leaders send 
open letter to Obama
NASHVILLE (BP) – In 
an open letter, South-
ern Baptist Convention 
(SBC) President Ronnie 
Floyd, along with the 
support and signatures 

of 16 for-
mer SBC 
presidents, 
called on 
Pre s ident 
Obama to 
“take the 
nece s sa r y 
a c t i o n s 

now” against ISIS terror-
ists. “Since ISIS is a con-
tinuing threat to world 
peace in a way unknown 
to us since the Nazis of 
World War II, we humbly 
call upon you to use the 
influence and power of 
your distinguished office 
to take the necessary ac-
tions now in this urgent 
hour to bring an end to 
these human atrocities,” 
the March 1 letter said. 
“The abuse, brutalization, 
and murder of children, 
women, and men that 
is occurring before the 
world calls our country to 
lead forward to bring this 
to an end.”

Floyd

400-plus gather for Lead/Defend Conference
Lisa Falknor
Arkansas Baptist News

LITTLE ROCK – The image 
of 400 students kneeling to 
pray on the sanctuary floor 
of Geyer Springs First Baptist 
Church, Little Rock, was one 
of many defining moments at 
the Feb. 22 Lead/Defend Con-
ference – and that was just the 
start.

Students prayed at the altar 
when Nick Floyd asked those 
attending to humble them-
selves before the Lord as the 
statewide leadership and apol-
ogetics event sponsored by the 
Arkansas Baptist State Con-
vention collegiate and young 
leaders team kicked off. In ad-
dition to Arkansas students, 
some participants traveled 
from as far away as Missouri. 

“God is looking for high 
school and college students 
who would say, ‘I’m a humble 
leader,’” Floyd, senior pastor 
of Cross Church, Fayetteville, 
told the high school juniors, 
seniors and collegiates. “We 
must deal with the pride that 
so easily comes with leader-
ship.” 

Ama Raisa, a Southeast 
Arkansas College freshman, 
reacted to the message, 
saying, “I’m prideful 
even when I think I’m 
not. I’ve learned how 
to humble myself as a 
leader.”  

Third-year Lead/
Defend Conference 
veteran, junior Joshua 
Settlemoir, said the Bap-
tist Collegiate Ministry 
(BCM) at the Univer-
sity of Arkansas brought 
about 13 people for the 
one-day event. 

“As a college student, 
(these conferences) help 
me see the importance 
of leaders in college 
ministry, how the BCM 
is an actual student out-
reach both to Christians 
and non-Christians,” he 
said.

Students also learned 
apologetics – how to 
defend their Christian 
faith. 

Some said they had never 
heard the word “apologetics” 
before; but after hearing how 
to boldly, yet gently, defend 

their faith and why, they felt 
better equipped to communi-

cate with nonbelievers.
One such student, Kend-

all Crutchfield, is a senior at 
Mena High School. 

“My mom works at First 

Baptist, Mena, as a secretary, 
so many people come up and 

ask about my faith,” she 
said. “Apologetics taught 
me if I don’t know the 
answer, not just to blow 
people off, but to say, ‘I’ll 
get back to you.’”  

In a separate space, 
adults attended a parent 
breakout session. The par-
ent meeting was new for 
2015.

“For me, personally 
this was really helpful be-
cause I have a son who’s 
a junior in high school,” 
said Amanda Chaney. 
“Some of these student 
aid guidelines were news 
to me; I had no idea.” 

Springdale resident 
Ryan Andrews summed 
up his conference take-
away lesson.

“You need to stay close 
to God,” the Harber High 
School junior said. “You 
can’t lose your faith just 

because you go to college.”
Lisa Falknor writes for the Ar-

kansas Baptist State Convention 
and is a regional correspondent for 
the Arkansas Baptist News.

Four hundred students worship at Geyer Springs First 
Baptist Church, Little Rock, during the Lead/Defend 
Conference Feb. 22. Photo by Lisa Falknor

continued from page one
AM OF YEAR
adversities, and delivered to 
the churches – not just in Ar-
kansas, but around the nation 
and around the world – qual-
ity men and women who love 
the Lord and who have been 
called to, in turn, give their life 
back to God.

“Thank you for this honor. 
It touches me very deeply. 
Thank you.”

Horne noted in the presen-
tation a number of Mitchell’s 
accomplishments since joining 
the association. 

“Over the past 10 years, 
David has given outstanding 
leadership to the association, 
which ministers in Bradley 
and Drew counties. Highlights 
of recent years include local, 
U.S. and international mission 
efforts,” said Horne.

Accomplishments noted 
were:

– Coordination of volun-
teers in the association disaster 
relief ministry, which utilize a 
chain saw trailer, construction 
trailer and shower trailer.

– Work with crisis pregnan-
cy centers. “David and Fran 
have been involved in this for 

years, helping establish a cen-
ter in Central (Baptist) Asso-
ciation and, since coming to 
Bartholomew (Baptist) Associ-
ation, helping establish centers 
in Monticello and Warren. 
Fran is actively involved in the 
work of Hope Place Warren.”

– The start of Grace Cow-
boy Mission, which was estab-
lished in 2011 and constituted 
as a church in 2014.

– The association has con-
ducted regular mission proj-
ects in both Bradley and Drew 
counties, has led churches to 
open food pantry ministries 
and has participated in Acts 
1:8 mission projects.

– Since 2009, the asso-
ciation has worked with the 
North American Mission 
Board at Haskell Indian Na-
tions University in Lawrence, 
Kan., which includes ongoing 
student ministry work. Mul-
tiple teams from the Baptist 
Collegiate Ministry at the Uni-
versity of Arkansas at Monti-
cello have worked there in the 
summer and during spring 
break mission trips.

– The association and its 
churches have conducted or 
participated in mission proj-
ects in Brazil, Guatemala, 
Haiti, Hungary, Peru and 

Poland, with a new project 
planned in Croatia this year.

Mitchell came to Bar-
tholomew in 2005 from 
Congo Road Baptist Church 
in Little Rock, where he served 
as pastor. 

Previously, Mitchell was 
interim pastor of Lakeshore 
Heights Baptist Church and 
administrator of Second Bap-
tist Church Christian School, 
both in Hot Springs. 

Horne said Mitchell is a 
graduate of Central Baptist 
College in Conway, Baptist 
Missionary Association Theo-
logical Seminary in Jackson-
ville, Texas, and in recent 

years, has been working to-
ward completion of a Doctor 
of Ministry degree from New 
Orleans Baptist Theological 
Seminary.

The Mitchells have been 
married for 43 years and have 
a son and two daughters. 
Matthew Mitchell is pastor 
of South McGehee Baptist 
Church in McGehee; Kelly 
Cox is the wife of Randy Cox, 
pastor of Beech Street First 
Baptist Church in Gurdon, 
and Christy Mitchell is a grad-
uate student in audiology who 
ministers on weekends to chil-
dren with severe behavioral 
problems.

New associational missionary officers for 2015-16 elected at the Associational 
Missionaries Retreat are from left: David Mitchell, Bartholomew Baptist Association, 
president; Ray Dean Davis, Tri-County Baptist Association, secretary-treasurer, and 
David McCord, Calvary Baptist Association, president-elect.
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NYC schools to close for
Muslim holidays in 2015
NEW YORK – New York 
City will add two Mus-
lim holidays to its public 
school calendars, making 
it the largest school district 
in the United States to do 
so, Mayor Bill de Blasio 
announced March 4, the 
Reuters news service re-
ported. Starting this fall, 
New York City’s 1.1 mil-
lion students in the na-
tion’s biggest public school 
system will get days off for 
the most-observed holi-
days in Islam, Eid al-Fitr 
and Eid al-Adha. “This is 
a common sense change, 
and one that recognizes 
our growing Muslim com-
munity and honors its 
contributions to our city,” 
Mayor Bill de Blasio said 
in a statement, Reuters re-
ported. New York counts 
about 1 million Muslim 
residents across its five 
boroughs.

Alabama high court 
stops same-sex licenses
MONTGOMERY, Ala. 
(BP) – The Alabama Su-
preme Court has ordered 
a halt to same-sex mar-
riage licenses in the state, 
posing a direct challenge 
to a federal court in Mo-
bile that overturned the 
state’s marriage laws. 
The Alabama court, in a 
March 3 decision, stated: 
“As it has done for ap-
proximately two centu-
ries, Alabama law allows 
for ‘marriage’ between 
only one man and one 
woman. Alabama probate 
judges have a ministerial 
duty not to issue any mar-
riage license contrary to 
this law. Nothing in the 
United States Constitu-
tion alters or overrides 
this duty.” This fact, the 
court stated, “does not 
change simply because 
the new definition of mar-
riage has gained ascendan-
cy in certain quarters of 
the country, even if one of 
those quarters is the fed-
eral judiciary.”

Bjorkman, former secretary to ABSC executive director, dies
BAR HARBOR, Maine – 
Grace Nadine Baker Bjork-
man, 93, who served many 
years as secretary to the execu-
tive director of the Arkansas 
Baptist State Convention 
(ABSC) before retiring in 
1983, died Feb. 19 at Birch 
Bay Retirement Village in Bar 
Harbor, Maine.  

Her son, Tom Bjorkman, 
of Blue Hill, Maine, said his 
mother died peacefully with 
him and her daughter-in-law, 
Roxanne Donahey, at her side.

“She was known among her 
friends, family and co-workers 
as a woman of persistent good 
humor who never lacked for 
a quip to bring a smile,” said 
Tom Bjorkman. “She might 
describe her life, as she often 
did her day, as ‘fine as frog 
hair.’”

Her son added, “She had 

a passion for staying in touch 
with family and friends, early 
on by mail and telephone and 
later in life by email. Her life 
centered on family, faith and 
church. She lived her faith, 
loving others as God 
loves them regardless 
of circumstance, color, 
political leanings or re-
ligious affiliation.”

Nadine Bjorkman 
was born on July 19, 
1921, in Charleston, 
Ark., the daughter of 
Thomas Victor “Vick” 
Baker and Ruth Bryan 
Bittle Baker. She attended 
public schools in Branch and 
Fort Smith. She married Ber-
nie Bjorkman, from Stillwater, 
Minn., in April 1943. His Na-
tional Guard unit was called 
up and stationed at nearby 
Camp Chaffee during World 

War II. The couple resided 
in Fort Smith until 1958 and 
then in North Little Rock 
after Bernie Bjorkman was 
transferred to his company’s 
headquarters office in Little 

Rock. He died in 1998. 
In 2006, Nadine Bjork-
man moved to the 
Parker Ridge Retire-
ment Community in 
Blue Hill, Maine, to 
be near her son. She 
is a former member of 
First Baptist Church, 
Fort Smith; Central 
Baptist Church, North 

Little Rock, and First Baptist 
Church, Blue Hill, Maine.

Nadine Bjorkman’s grand-
daughter, Anne Bjorkman, 
and her husband, Hannes 
Dempewolf, reside in Ober-
winter, Germany. She was 
preceded in death by her hus-

band and her brother, T.J. 
Bjorkman, of Houston, Texas. 
She is survived by many family 
and friends across the United 
States and Germany.

Nadine Bjorkman’s first job 
was recording transactions at 
a cotton gin in Waldron, Ark. 
Her last job was as the Arkan-
sas state representative for the 
Southern Baptist Convention 
Annuity Board (now Guide-
Stone Financial Resources), 
and she was the first woman to 
serve in that capacity, accord-
ing to Tom Bjorkman. After 
moving to North Little Rock 
in 1958, Nadine worked for 
many years as secretary to the 
ABSC executive director. After 
retirement, she was a volunteer 
at Baptist Health Medical Cen-
ter, as well as in the office at 
Central Baptist Church, both 
in North Little Rock.

continued from page one
WILD GAME where people say there is no 

God. … I have never seen an 
outdoorsman that was an athe-
ist. Not one,” said Morgan. 
“God said, ‘I made myself so 
evident.’ … Get out of town; 
enjoy the outdoors.”

“One of these days we are 
going to stand before the God 
that said, ‘I made myself so 
evident.’ If you know the out-
doors, how could you not be-
lieve in God?” asked Morgan.

Morgan compared the cross-
hairs used in a hunting scope 
to the cross of Christ.

“It’s appointed a man once 
to die. The only thing that 
matters is, Is the cross in the 
right place? If the cross is in 
the right place in your life, 
then you are ready for what-
ever life brings,” said Morgan.

Following his message, Mor-
gan gave an invitation and led 
the group in a prayer of salva-

John Morgan, outdoorsman and pastor of Sagemont Church in Houston, Texas, 
speaks at the annual Wild Game Supper Feb. 26 at Tumbling Shoals Baptist Church 
in Heber Springs. Nearly 300 people attended the event.

The Nelson Sisters, an acous-
tic gospel trio.

The event’s guest speaker 
was John D. Morgan, pastor 
of Sagemont Church in Hous-
ton, Texas.

Morgan, an avid hunter 
and fisherman, said hunting, 
fishing and being in the great 
outdoors can strengthen one’s 
faith, and their family.

“I believe what Herb Par-
sons said years ago. … ‘If you’ll 
hunt with your kids when they 
are young, you won’t have to 
hunt for them when you get 
older,’” said Morgan.

Morgan asked the audi-
ence to use their imagination 
to join him at an imaginary 
campfire. 

“We are living in a world 

tion. Based on response cards, 
Johnson said 50 people made 
decisions for Christ during the 
supper. The following Sunday 
morning, Feb. 29, Tumbling 

Shoals Baptist left their wild 
game decorations up during 
the service. Johnson said three 
people visited after attending 
the Wild Game Supper.

Second senior prayer gathering March 27-28 in Arkadelphia
ARKADELPHIA – A special 
prayer gathering for believers 
throughout southwest Arkan-
sas will be hosted by 
Red River Baptist As-
sociation and Third 
Street Baptist Church, 
Arkadelphia, March 
27-28, according to 
Don Moore, retired ex-
ecutive director of the 
Arkansas Baptist State 
Convention (ABSC).

Moore, who was en-
listed by the ABSC in 2014 to 
assist with efforts in recruiting 
senior adults to pray for spiri-

tual awakening, is leading the 
event.

While primarily focused 
around Arkansas 
Baptist pastors and 
members of Arkansas 
Baptist churches, in-
dividuals from other 
faith groups who have 
a heart for Jesus and 
revival and awakening 
are also encouraged 
to join in the time of 
prayer, Moore said.

The prayer meetings will 
take place from 6 to 8:30 p.m. 
March 27, and from 8:30 a.m. 

to noon March 28 at Third 
Street Baptist Church. Break-
fast snacks will be provided 
from 8 to 8:25 a.m. Saturday 
morning.

The prayer gathering is a 
follow-up to the one held at 
Hot Springs Baptist Church 
last year and was requested by 
senior adult prayer task force 
leaders following the success 
of the earlier meeting, said 
Moore.

More than 200 seniors and 
guests attended the event at 
Hot Springs Baptist Oct. 9-10.

Speaking at the event, 

Moore

Moore said, “We’re talking 
about saving a nation.” He 
pointed to reports of Christi-
anity being under siege across 
the globe.

“There may be a time when 
there are no more Christians 
in Iraq,” Moore said. “Our 
own country is under assault.”

After various speakers ad-
dressed a topic, Moore would 
lead a time of guided intro-
spection.

“Attendees spent blocks of 
time praying about revival in 
our churches and awakening 
in our nation,” said Moore. 

Bjorkman
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Editorial&Opinion “Always be prepared to give an answer 
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reason for the hope that you have...”
 1 Peter 3:15 (NIV)

tal publishing, and especially 
its convenience. Nowadays, if 
you have a smartphone, the 
news is literally with you at 
the touch of a button.

The Arkansas Baptist News 
(ABN), 
while still 
primar-
ily depen-
dent on a 
print pub-
lishing 
model, 
is in-

creasingly embracing digital 
publishing with products 
and services that utilize this 
growing and important new 
technology.

The ABN’s current ministry 
model is based on support 
from the Cooperative Pro-
gram and the sale of print 

P ublishing is experiencing 
dramatic change.  While 

newspapers were once king 
when it came to news and 
information, the impact of 
television and the introduc-
tion of the 
Internet has 
changed the 
way people 
relate to the 
printed word 
forever.

While 
digital pub-
lishing is many times more 
convenient for the consumer, 
generations who grew up with  
printed books and newspa-
pers have a hard time discard-
ing print.

I am one of those people, 
but I also have an apprecia-
tion for the timeliness of digi-

Why the ABN sells advertising 

PRESSING 
ON 

Tim Yarbrough
Phil. 3:14

subscriptions. To help the 
newspaper to continue to 
grow and thrive, it is impor-
tant to add to our revenue 
through the sale of advertis-
ing.

What’s more, since the 
ABN hasn’t raised its print 
subscription prices for 10 
years, this revenue helps keep 
the cost of subscriptions 
down for churches interested 
in providing important news 
and information about the 
Baptist work and mission to 
their members.

Keeping the cost down for 
your church will continue 
to be our focus, but we need 
your help by continuing your 
subscription plans, and even 
expanding them by adding 
more church members.

Together, we make a differ-

Lawmakers debate religious expression, ‘mini-casinos’
photographers and other 
Christian business people 
who humbly and respectfully 
decline to provide services to 
same-sex weddings or other 
events that violate their godly 
principles. 
This bill was 
approved by 
the House 
of Repre-
sentatives, 
but failed 
to get ap-
proval from 
the Senate’s 
Judiciary 
Committee on the first try. 
Another attempt will be made 
to clear this committee. 

Senate Bill 745 (SB745) is 
one of the worst proposals 
introduced in this session of 
the Legislature. If it becomes 
law, it could in time allow 
countless “mini-casinos” all 
across the state. Currently, 
businesses can offer cash-oper-

Editor’s Note: Following are 
summaries of active bills before 
the Arkansas Legislature pro-
vided by Larry Page, executive 
director of the Arkansas Faith 
and Ethics Council. The sum-
maries have been edited for space. 
For more information, email llp@
arfaith.org or visit arkansashouse.
org and click “Find my Represen-
tative.”

House Bill 1228 (HB1228), 
the Conscience Protection 
Act will require the govern-
ment to present a strong 
case that any infringement 
on one’s religious beliefs 
and practices is justified by 
a strong compelling interest 
and the sanction applied to 
curtail it is by the least restric-
tive means available. It will 
help head off oppressive, 
heavy-handed assaults on 
deeply held religious beliefs 
and practices that we have 
seen against pastors in Hous-
ton or against florists, bakers, 

ated arcade games that reward 
players with tickets that can 
be redeemed for toys or novel-
ties. Chuck E. Cheese pizza 
restaurants are most often 
associated with this kind of 

business, 
but they 
can be 
found 
in many 
locations.  
The law 
(commonly 
known as 
the “Chuck 
E. Cheese 

Law”) under which these 
games are operated limits 
prizes to $12.50.  SB745 will 
raise that limit to $850; and 
it doesn’t limit the number 
of prizes a player can win. It 
is our opinion that if this bill 
becomes law, numerous con-
venience stores, restaurant/
bars, gas stations and other 
various retail businesses will 

become little casinos. And 
provisions in the law offer 
little if any restraints on the 
establishment and operation 
of this new kind of gambling 
scheme. SB745 was filed this 
past week and will first be 
heard in the Senate Tax and 
Revenue Committee.

Senate Bill 569 (SB569) is 
a good pro-life bill. It will sim-
ply deny taxpayer money from 
going to Planned Parenthood, 
the largest abortion provider 
in the United States. This 
measure is long overdue; we 
should all support it enthusi-
astically. 

Senate Bill 771 (SB771) 
is a measure to increase the 
offering of wines that large 
grocery stores may provide. 
Under current Arkansas law, 
grocery stores in wet coun-
ties can only sell native wines 
(those produced by Arkansas 
wineries). SB771 would allow 
grocery stores in wet counties 

that dedicate at least 10,000 
square feet to the sale of gro-
ceries to sell all wines – those 
from out-of-state wineries, 
as well as those from in-state 
wineries. This seems to be as 
much or more about setting 
up a turf war between the big 
box grocery stores and liquor 
stores (which have been able 
to sell out-of-state wines all 
along) as it does about Arkan-
sans consuming more wine. 
We are neither interested in 
helping grocery stores sell 
more wine or assisting liquor 
stores in maintaining their 
monopoly on selling out-of-
state wines.

Senate Bill 785 (SB785) is 
a good pro-child bill. It will 
require that signs warning 
women about the potential 
problems with consuming 
alcohol during pregnancy be 
prominently posted where

Cartoon by Gary Thomas

ence for Jesus Christ in the 
Natural State, and it is impor-
tant for Baptists to continue 
to have a strong voice and 
presence – both in print and 
online – to make Him known 

and tell of His great works!
Thank you for being bold 

in your own sphere of influ-
ence and for your continued 
support of your state Baptist 
newspaper.

See LAWMAKERS page 7

FAITH 
& ETHICS

   Larry Page
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ISIS – What should be our response?

A place for square pegsBaptists Ask
Does Psalm 139 really teach 
about the sanctity of life? W e love to talk about our spiritual gifts, don’t we? 

We take the tests and try to figure out how our 
strengths help us fit into the Body of Christ. 

I’ll be honest, though. Many times those nifty little eval-
uations have done little to practically guide me into becom-
ing a useful part of my church family. Instead, they leave 
me feeling like the proverbial square peg 
trying to fit into the round hole. 

What about you? Do you see everyone 
else fitting neatly into a niche of church 
activity and wonder if there is a place for 
you? Please know that there is a place for 
you. Maybe you just need to employ a 
little creativity to find it. 

Put aside the spiritual gifts test for 
a minute and think about what you 
love to do. What is your passion? What excites you? Now, 
consider what needs exist in your church that fit with that 
passion. 

Oh, there are the obvious ones: teaching and working 
with children, singing in the choir, serving on this commit-
tee or that. And, of course, “craftiness” always comes in 
handy around vacation Bible school time.

But let’s be realistic here. Sometimes we don’t really fit 
into any of the obvious jobs, either because we lack the 
gifting or because the positions are already full. So, let’s 
think outside the box for just a minute. 

There are many avenues to contemplate here, but let’s 
consider just one for now: Not every role in the church 
has to be “official.” Being useful in the Body is not limited 
to teaching a class or serving on a committee. Sometimes, 
little extras are just as useful. Here are some thoughts: 

– Do you enjoy cooking? Offer to prepare a meal one 
evening for a young mom or an elderly 
church member. 

– Are you a planner? Take the initia-
tive and actually put together that activity 
your Sunday school class keeps saying you 
should all get around to doing. 

– Can you sew? Play the piano? Deco-
rate cakes? Create in other ways? Offer 
to meet once a week with someone who 
wants to learn a skill you possess, giving 

lessons and enjoying fellowship. 
– Do you see a youth or child who needs investment? 

Take the time to welcome her into your home for informal 
mentoring. 

God did not make a mistake when He gifted you. Nor 
did He err when He placed you where you are. May the 
Author of creativity help you see that there really is a per-
fect place for each of us in the Church – even for square 
pegs like you and me! 

Ann Hibbard is a pastor’s wife and member of First Baptist 
Church, Almyra.

A l-Dawla Al-Islamiya fi al-Iraq wa al-Sham, now known 
around the globe as Daesh or ISIS (Islamic State 

of Iraq and Syria) or ISIL (Islamic State of Iraq and the 
Levant), is committing an increasing number of horrific 
acts of terror, violence and murder. Many of these acts are 
aimed directly at Christians.

Christians throughout the world are responding with an 
increasing amount of righteous indigna-
tion, distain and hatred toward these 
evildoers. No doubt, many Christians 
have concluded that God has “given 
them over to a reprobate mind” (Rom. 
1) and that their hearts are hardened 
beyond redemption. Sure, we conserva-
tive evangelicals believe that God loves 
them – after all, He loves everyone. 
And most of us believe that Christ died 
for all mankind, which includes them.  But do people this 
evil really ever change? 

Just a few days ago, I was in a city on the other side 
of the globe, making an annual visit to Mr. and Mrs. 
K (names withheld for security reasons). They are an 
American couple working for TCWM (the organization of 
which I am president). Part of their work is training and 
leading Bible studies with new believers, all of them born 
into Muslim (Islamic) families. While I was there, Mr. K 
received a phone call from two of the men he has been 
discipling.

The men explained that they had invited three Islamic 
Syrian guests to a house group Bible study. Two of the 
three men were “amazed and astounded by the forgiveness 
offered through Jesus Christ,” so they came back three 
nights in a row. On their fourth visit, they “believed the 
gospel and begged to know how they might become follow-
ers of Jesus Christ.” Two of those three Syrians were radi-
cally saved.

The men Mr. K had been discipling were calling him to 
celebrate, but also to make sure that they had done noth-
ing wrong. 

“No, absolutely not,” he replied with joy-filled laughter. 
“Now, what about this third Syrian man?” Mr. K asked. 

The men on the phone explained that the third man 
was very uncomfortable with the Bible teaching and ex-

pressed strong disapproval with his Islamic 
friends’ decisions to become followers of 
Jesus Christ.

The men went on to tell Mr. K the 
rest of the story. During one of the Bible 
studies, they said these three Syrian men 
revealed that they were members of Daesh 
(ISIS). That’s right, two ISIS members 
have professed faith in Jesus Christ! 
While I was there, we spent time praying 

for these new believers. We asked God to give them bold-
ness, courage, safety and a strong Christian influence. We 
also prayed for the third ISIS member, who was very op-
posed to the other two placing their faith in Jesus Christ. 
We prayed for the Holy Spirit to touch his heart; and we 
prayed that he would not do anything to bring harm to the 
two men who trusted Jesus or to the people in the secret 
home Bible study group.

I am still basking in the wonder of it all. God is truly 
a miracle-working, life-changing God.  And He loves all 
people – even Christian-killing Muslim extremists. So, 
what should our response be to ISIS? Prayer. Sure, we need 
to pray for the Christians who are threatened, the families 
the Christian martyrs and for this evil to be stopped. But, 
perhaps most importantly, we should pray for the Holy 
Spirit to convict these ISIS members of their sin, for God 
to reveal Himself to them in a very real and tangible way 
and to draw them to faith in Jesus Christ. 

Eric Ramsey is president of TCWM in Mountainburg.

UNCOVERED
DISH

Ann Hibbard

Gore

P salm 139 is a beautifully 
complex Psalm that depicts 

a person’s intimate devotion to 
Almighty God. 

The first part of the Psalm 
(Psa. 139:1-18) is a lovely hymn. 
In verses 1-6, the psalmist praises 
an all-knowing God. From wak-
ing to sleeping, God knows 
everything. This 
is God’s omni-
science.

In verses 7-12, 
the psalmist 
praises a God 
who is every-
where. From the 
heights of heaven 
to the depths of 
the grave, or from the edge of the 
earth to the bottom of the sea, 
God is there. Even night is as day 
to God. This is God’s omnipres-
ence.

In verses 13-18, the writer 
describes God’s creative power. 
God has known him before 
birth and handcrafted him in his 
mother’s womb. God knows both 
the psalmist’s origin and longev-
ity. This is God’s omnipotence.

The second part of the Psalm 
(Psa. 139:19-24) is difficult to 
understand. In these verses, the 
writer is upset that God’s en-
emies exist and endure. He hates 
them and wants them killed. 
While this seems contradictory 
to the first part of the Psalm, per-
haps that is the point. The writer 
may be fine with an all-powerful, 
all-knowing and ubiquitous God, 
but he is not fine with a God 
who allows wicked people to 
flourish.

This psalmist is not alone. 
Jeremiah (Jer. 12:1-4), Habakkuk 
(Hab. 1-2), Job (Job 21:1-21) and 
Jonah (Jonah 4:1-3) all had the 
same problem. None of them 
could fully understand God’s 
love and patience. However, 
they all had to trust Him. The 
problem, then, is not with God, 
but with their perspective. All of 
them – including the psalmist – 
had to submit to God’s will (Psa. 
139:23-24).

Psalm 139 is a great Psalm for 
the “sanctity of life,” as it shows 
God’s love for even those who do 
not love Him. We, too, must love 
them.

Ken Gore is chairman of the de-
partment of Christian Studies at Wil-
liams Baptist College. Baptists Ask is 
reader-driven. If you have a question 
or comment, submit it to tim@arkan-
sasbaptist.org.

ANSWERING
HIS CALL

Eric Ramsey

Support the ABN Endowment Fund
An endowment fund for the Arkansas Baptist News (ABN) has been established at the Arkansas Baptist Foundation. Consider helping to secure 
the future of o�  cial news journal of the Arkansas Baptist State Convention for years to come by including the ABN in your will or by making a 
contribution to the ABN Endowment Fund. Please contact Bobby Thomas at the Arkansas Baptist Foundation at 501-376-0732 or 800-798-0969 
(toll free outside of Little Rock) for more information.
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ABF says farewell to Moore, welcomes Thomas
LITTLE ROCK – The Arkan-
sas Baptist Foundation said 
farewell to its leader of more 
than 20 years and welcomed 
its new leader during its regu-
lar board meeting and a special 
reception Feb. 26 at the Ar-
kansas Baptist State Conven-
tion Building in Little Rock.

David Moore, 65, official-
ly retired Feb. 28 after more 
than 21 years as president of 
the Foundation. Moore of-
ficially began his duties on 
Jan. 1, 1994. Bobby Thomas, 
39, first vice president at Mer-
rill Lynch, Pierce, Fenner and 
Smith Inc. in Little 
Rock, was elected to 
succeed Moore in 
2013.

The day began 
with the Foundation 
Board of Trustees 
meeting and devotion 
by Moore, who told 
board members that it 
was his 86th meeting as board 
president, but only the second 
time that he had delivered the 
board devotion.

“(The last time I) presented 
the devotion was after a pas-
tor didn’t show up,” smiled 
Moore. In the devotion, 
Moore asked board members 
and guests to consider the 
question, “How do you want 
to be remembered?” 

Moore said every day of 
someone’s life he or she is 
writing his or her own story. 
He encouraged everyone to 
stay focused on the main thing 
and to always keep the end in 
mind as God guides their lives. 
He reminded those present to 
love God and to strive to serve 
others, quoting Ephesians 2:10 
(HCSV), “For we are His cre-
ation, created in Jesus Christ 

for good works, which God 
prepared ahead of time so that 
we should walk in them.”

In his final president’s re-
port, Moore highlighted the 
fourth quarter of 2014, not-
ing the Foundation’s assets 
under management increased 
to just over $230 million with 
distributions to ministries and 
other charities of nearly $18 
million. 

In the president-elect’s re-
port, Thomas said he had three 
executive committee meetings 
over the previous few months 
to discuss “vision alignment 

and relationship devel-
opment.” His current 
work includes plan-
ning for an upcoming 
staff retreat to north-
west Arkansas, a Board 
Advance (strategy and 
planning) meeting at 
Williams Baptist Col-
lege, as well as ongoing 

discussions regarding expand-
ing the Foundation’s relation-
ship with the Arkansas Baptist 
State Convention (ABSC). 
Thomas encouraged every-
one to attend the upcoming 
Southern Baptist Convention 
Annual Meeting in Columbus, 
Ohio, in June, where Arkan-
sas pastor Ronnie Floyd will be 
presiding. 

During an executive session, 
the board approved J. Eric 
Davis as its new controller and 
certified public accountant to 
replace Jason Tolbert, who has 
resigned to become the new 
controller at Ouachita Baptist 
University.

In other action, the board 
welcomed three new board 
members. They are Mary Lou 
Heard, retired ABCHomes 
development officer and a 

member at Park Hill Baptist 
Church in North Little Rock; 
Tom W. Kimbrell, superinten-
dent of the Bryant School Dis-
trict and a member at Mount 
Carmel Baptist 
Church in Cabot, 
and Eric A. Turn-
er, president of 
Black River Tech-
nical College and 
a member of First 
Baptist Church in 
Pocahontas.

An afternoon 
reception honor-
ing Moore was 
attended by hun-
dreds of Arkan-
sas Baptists from 
across the state, 
including J.D. 
“Sonny” Tucker, 
ABSC executive director, and 
Moore’s pastor, Gary Hol-
lingsworth, senior pastor of 
Immanuel Baptist Church in 
Little Rock.

Byron Eiseman of the 
Friday, Eldredge and Clark 
firm, who also served on the 
board in 1994 when Moore 
was hired, used humor to 
“recount” Moore’s interview 
and hiring process. Among 
the questions Eiseman said 
Moore was asked was a ques-
tion about his work ethic, to 
which he said Moore replied, 
“When I’m not golfing, I work 
like a tiger.”

It was noted the year that 
Moore came to the Founda-

tion was the same year the 
World Wide Web was born 
and the year the Arkansas 
Razorbacks won the NCAA 
championship in basketball. 

Moore is a native of Alabama.
Tucker thanked Moore for 

his service and read a citation 
issued by Gov. Asa Hutchin-
son.

In the citation, Hutchinson 
offered his personal congratu-
lations upon Moore’s retire-
ment. 

“Thank you for your service 
to our state and for your life-
long calling to help the people 
of Arkansas. Together, we can 
make a real difference for the 
next generation,” read Tucker.

In comments, Moore said 
Foundation assets have grown 
from $40 million to nearly 
$240 million in his tenure, 
but emphasized that he did 

not do it alone. In 1994, the 
Foundation had six full-time 
employees, as compared to 
eight today.

“What does that tell you? 
Te c h n o l o g y 
certainly helps 
us do what 
we do, but it’s 
because of the 
kind of people 
that we have,” 
said Moore. “If 
you know me, 
I like to work. 
I’ve tried to 
hire people 
who like to 
work. Our 
people work, 
and they work 
hard. They do 
a good job.” 

More added, “It’s been a 
blessing.”

Prior to coming to the 
Foundation, Moore worked 
at an Alabama car/truck deal-
ership owned by his parents, 
served as pastor of various 
churches, including Immanuel 
Baptist Church in Pine Bluff 
from 1987 to 1994, and was an 
adjunct professor in business 
at the University of Arkansas 
at Little Rock. He is a gradu-
ate of Samford University, 
Southwestern Baptist Theo-
logical Seminary and Baylor  
University.

He and his wife, Becky, 
have two daughters and two  
grandsons.

Davis named Foundation controller
LITTLE ROCK – J. Eric 
Davis, 41, of Benton, has 
been named controller and 
certified public accountant 
at the Arkansas Baptist 
Foundation.

The announce-
ment of Davis’ hiring 
came following the 
Feb. 26 Foundation 
board of trustees 
meeting.

Davis, a mem-
ber of First Baptist 
Church in Benton, previous-
ly was a partner at Echols, 
Thompson and Davis Ltd. 

in Arkadelphia, which is an 
accounting, tax and financial 
planning services firm. He 
also was director of financial 
services at Ouachita Bap-

tist University from 
2001 to 2003 and 
controller at Summit 
Bank from 2000 to 
2001. He is a 1996 
graduate of Hender-
son State University 
with a degree in busi-
ness administration/

accounting.
Davis and his wife, Steph-

anie, have two children.

Davis

Moore
David Moore retired as president of the Arkansas Baptist Foundation (ABF) Feb. 28. Bobby Thomas, formerly of Merrill Lynch 
is the ABF’s new president. Pictured from left are Bobby Thomas and his wife, Jennifer, and David Moore and his wife, Becky.
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Winter weather takes Arkansas Baptists by storm
WINTER WEATHER took 
Arkansas by storm multiple 
times in February and March, 
impacting numerous Arkansas 
Baptist entities both large and 
small.

What had been a fairly mild 
winter took a turn for the cold 
Feb. 15-17, resulting in up to 4 
and 5 inches of sleet and snow 
in some areas of the state, 
according to the National 
Weather Service. The state was 
also hit by winter weather Feb. 
20-23, Feb. 25 and Feb. 27-28, 
as well as by another winter 
blast the first of March.

Facebook posts by Arkansas 

Baptist churches revealed that 
a number of activities, events 
and church services were can-
celed due to the weather.

In addition to churches, the 
Arkansas Baptist State Con-
vention (ABSC) building was 
closed Feb. 16-18, Feb. 23-25 
and March 5-6 due to inclem-
ent weather. Also, Williams 
Baptist College in Walnut 
Ridge and Ouachita Baptist 
University in Arkadelphia 
each closed their campuses for 
a period of time.

Brett Cooper, vice president 
for institutional advancement 
at Williams, said that Williams 

missed numerous days in Feb-
ruary and March. 

“Our problem was that 
nearly all of the precipitation 
fell as sleet,” said Cooper. “We 
had 2 inches of sleet, which 
freezes into a solid, almost 
impenetrable sheet of ice that 
melts very slowly. It brought 
northeast Arkansas to a virtual 
standstill for an entire week.”

Cooper added, “We cer-
tainly didn’t desire to keep our 
students out of the classroom 
for so long, but the heavy layer 
of sleet actually made the deci-
sion pretty easy each day. Even 
after the main highways were 

cleared, our campus streets, 
parking lots and sidewalks re-
mained coated with ice, and it 
couldn’t be cleared away. Driv-
ing and even walking were haz-
ardous, so we remained closed 
until we had sufficient melting 
to safely resume college opera-
tions.”

Trennis  Henderson, 
Ouachita vice president 
for communications, said  
Ouachita opened with a 
3-hour delay Feb. 24, with 
classes being canceled and of-
fices being closed until 11 a.m. 
He said all Ouachita classes 
were canceled and offices were 

closed Feb. 25 and March 5.
Despite the inconvenience 

of the weather, Randy Garrett, 
ABSC disaster relief director, 
said only one disaster relief 
unit had to be deployed.

A disaster relief unit from 
Balboa Baptist Church in 
Hot Springs Village was 
sent to Arkadelphia to help 
with a tree that was broken  
in such a way that a large por-
tion of the tree was in danger 
of falling.

As they related to disas-
ter relief, Garrett said the 
recent winter storms were a  
“nonevent.”

continued from page 4
LAWMAKERS
on-premises alcoholic bev-
erages are served and con-
sumed. It was filed recently 
and is pending in the Senate 
State Agencies Committee.

House Bill 1273 (HB1273) 
will allow the voluntary stu-
dent expression of religious 

viewpoints in a public school 
district. It is waiting to be 
heard in the House Educa-
tion Committee.

House Bill 1394 (HB1394) 
is a common-sense pro-life 
provision. It will require that 
when chemical abortions are 
performed using drugs such 
as RU-486, all the protocols 
mandated by the U.S. Food 
and Drug Administration 

must be strictly met. HB1394 
has passed the House Public 
Health Committee and awaits 
a vote in the full House.

House bills 1257 and 1270 
(HB1257 and HB1270) will 
prohibit locating or transfer-
ring of retail beer sales per-
mits to locations within 1,000 
feet of a church or school. 
Both bills are pending in the 
House Rules Committee. 

House Bill 1421 (HB1421) 
will require that abortionists 
must have admitting privi-
leges at a hospital within 30 
miles of the abortion clinic. 
This will help prevent these 
doctors, some of whom live 
out of state, from traveling to 
perform abortions and then 
not having the ability to get 
women’s medical emergencies 
to a hospital in a timely man-

ner. The House Public Health 
Committee failed a pass rec-
ommendation but will hear it 
again.  

House Bill 1424 (HB1424) 
will require strict and thor-
ough parental notification 
and consent prior to an abor-
tion being performed on 
a minor. The bill has been 
assigned to the House Public 
Health Committee.
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PLANTING
starting new churches. Subse-
quently, church planting was 
given renewed emphasis in 
the 2014 restructuring of the 
ABSC.

“The bottom line vision of 
what I see us doing as a state 
convention comes down to 
just two things,” said Tucker 
in his message during the 2014 
ABSC Annual Meeting 
in October. “No. 1: We 
strengthen churches. … 
No. 2: We focus on un-
reached, underserved, 
unengaged people.”

Church planting is 
the crossroads of Tuck-
er’s vision of the role 
of the ABSC. In many 
ways, new church plants serve 
as a path for Arkansas Bap-
tists to strengthen the state’s 
churches, and partner with 
churches in other states and 
around the world, by starting 
new churches with the inten-
tional goal of reaching people 
of every socioeconomic class, 
race, culture and age.

“I think every church ought 
to work with a church planter, 
like you heard Ben Mandrell 
talk about,” said Tucker.

Ben Mandrell, a church 
planter currently planting Sto-
ryline Fellowship in Arvada, 
Colo., a suburb of Denver, 
shared his passion for church 
planting at the annual meet-
ing. Central Baptist Church, 
Jonesboro, partners with Man-
drell by providing prayer, fi-
nancial and volunteer support. 
Nine members of Central Bap-
tist traveled to Colorado to as-
sist in the grand opening of 
the church.

“We need to send people 
out. It’s not about us build-
ing an empire,” said Archie 
Mason, pastor of Central Bap-
tist Church and ABSC presi-
dent, during his president’s 
message at the annual meet-
ing.

“I could never have moved 
my family to Denver had I not 
had some churches behind me 
that would say to me, ‘We are 
going to give you resources, 
encouragement, prayer and 
teams so that you can get this 
baby thing off the ground,’” 
said Mandrell during the an-
nual meeting. “Without the 
sending churches, we don’t 
make it out there.”

The future of evangelism
While many Arkansas Bap-

tist churches are healthy, many 

are not and struggle to keep 
their doors open due to nu-
merous factors. Churches in 
the Arkansas Delta have seen 
incredible exodus and a low-
ering in population due to a 
changing economy and lack 
of employment opportunities. 
Other churches across Arkan-
sas have focused too much on 
tradition and failed to address 
social and cultural changes.

While the ABSC recently 
launched an initiative focused 

on assisting existing 
churches in revitaliza-
tion, church planting 
remains one of the 
most powerful tools in 
modern evangelism, 
according to state con-
vention leaders. One 
of the ABSC’s goals 
is to partner churches 

undergoing revitalization with 
church planters in order to 
reach every Arkansan with the 
gospel.

Tim Wicker, appointed as 
the ABSC’s church planting 
team leader Dec. 9, is tasked 
with leading the ABSC’s ef-
forts to assist Arkansas Bap-
tists in planting new churches 
across the state.

Wicker said one of the 
things he wants to do as 
church planting team leader is 
help churches across Arkansas 
recognize that church planting 
can be a powerful evangelistic 
tool in Arkansas and around 
the globe.

While every Arkansas 
Baptist church is involved 
with church planting efforts 
through their gifts to the 
Southern Baptist Conven-
tion’s (SBC) Cooperative Pro-
gram (CP) and the Dixie Jack-
son Arkansas Missions Offer-
ing, they also have numerous 
opportunities to physically, 
spiritually and prayerfully co-
operate with church plants 
across the state, and beyond, 
on a day-to-day basis.

“I’d love to see every church 
in Arkansas involved in church 
planting, … intentionally in-
volved through praying, going, 
connecting with new church 
starts and helping them 
through block parties,” said 
Wicker. “I think it’s healthy 
for churches to be reproducing 
themselves in some way, shape 
or form and church planting 
is one of the ways they can do 
that.”

For some, “church plant-
ing” is a new concept. While 
Christians have been estab-
lishing new bodies of believers 
across the globe for more than 
2,000 years, leaders say that 

modern church planting is an 
often-misunderstood new path 
to accomplishing the same an-
cient task.

While the term “church 
planting” seems self-explanato-
ry, Wicker said there is no sure 
formula for starting a success-
ful church and no two church-
es are “planted” the same way.

For example, in 2013, the 
ABSC began providing theo-
logical education to ministers 
and lay leaders living and 
working throughout the Ar-
kansas Delta. While the pro-
gram was not started with the 
goal of mobilizing the men 
involved as church planters, 
multiple new Arkansas Baptist 
churches developed out of the 
work.

“There is no such thing as 
pure church planting,” said 
Wicker. “You jump in and 
eventually a church comes out 
of it.”

“Church planting originates 
from many different streams. 
There are Arkansas communi-
ties with no SBC churches, so 
we plant churches. There are 
people groups within Arkan-
sas, ethnic and cultural, who 
need the gospel, so we plant 
churches. There are men who 
have a calling to a particular 
area and a particular people, 
so we plant churches,” said 
Dave McClung, ABSC church 
planting team member. “New 
church planters have arisen 
out of established churches, 

youth ministry, theological 
training, mission events or any 
number of different avenues.”

Starting new churches re-
quires funding, and many 
church planters, even those 
funded through the Coopera-
tive Program or the state mis-
sions offerings, oftentimes 
work part- or full-time jobs in 
addition to their church plant-
ing duties.

Another goal of the ABSC 
church planting team, accord-
ing to Wicker, is to find 
ways to help church 
planters be “intention-
ally bi-vocational” by 
integrating supportive 
employment into a ho-
listic church planting 
strategy. This allows 
church planters to use 
their, often necessary, 
second job as a platform for 
their ministry.

One example of this is The 
Church at Argenta, North Lit-
tle Rock, where ABSC church 
planters Michael and Amanda 
Carpenter opened Mugs Cafe, 
a neighborhood coffee shop, 
with the goal of utilizing their 
business as an effective every-
day outreach tool and central 
meeting place for their church 
plant and the community as a 
whole.

Wicker said one common 
misconception of church 
planting is that most church 
planters plant new churches 
because they are unhappy with 

existing churches.
“Church planting is about 

reaching people, reaching dif-
ferent kinds of people, reach-
ing people we are not currently 
able to reach in our existing 
churches. It’s an evangelism 
strategy. It’s not a condemna-
tion of existing churches in the 
area,” said Wicker.

While the ABSC church 
planting staff has experience 
in advising churches and as-
sociations in how to plant 

churches, Wicker said 
the team is planning 
to begin incorporating 
more training from 
pastors around the 
state who have direct 
experience in overcom-
ing specific obstacles, 
which church plant-
ers encounter during 

various stages of their church’s 
growth and development.

The ABSC is hosting its 
first-ever statewide conference 
on church planting Sept. 17. 
The conference is open to all 
Arkansas Baptists interested 
in learning more about church 
planting and how they and/or 
their church can get involved 
with church planting efforts 
across the state. The confer-
ence will feature speakers and 
workshops, and information 
on how to register will be pub-
lished in the Arkansas Baptist 
News when it is available.

Contact Caleb Yarbrough at 
caleb@arkansasbaptist.org.

Wicker McClung
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Revive March 15-18 at First Baptist Church, Morrilton
MORRILTON – First Bap-
tist Church, Morrilton, will 
hold an event called “Revive” 
March 15-18. 

Senior Pastor Jeff Estes said 
that following the Southern 
Baptist Convention Annual 
Meeting in June, God began 
using what Estes experienced 
at the Pastors’ Conference, 
which was held direct-
ly before the annual 
meeting, to speak to 
him about calling First 
Baptist to an “extend-
ed time of prayer and 
calling out to God to 
change us, our church 
and our community.”

He said he started 
to pray about having a 
time to join together to hear 
God’s Word, pray and wor-
ship.

Estes said he wanted it to 
be not just a series of meet-
ings focused on community 
evangelism, but a way to call 
his “church to gather as a fam-
ily and hear from God about 
what needs to happen in our 
individual lives, as well as our 
corporate life together in order 

to see Him fall in power on 
our church, community and 
nation.”

The church has held a time 
of prayer and fasting leading 
up to the Revive event, Estes 
said.

“We can’t cause revival to 
happen, but we can do every-
thing God has called us to 

do so that we will not 
be a hindrance to it,” 
Estes said. “I am pray-
ing that Revive will 
not be the climax of 
the last several months 
of prayer and fasting, 
but a launching of 
our church into an ex-
tended time of seeking 
the manifest presence 

of God, a launching of our 
church into all-out devotion to 
Christ and to one another, a 
launching of our church into 
an aggressive time of pursuing 
the lost with the gospel and a 
launching of our church into 
being a catalyst for revival and 
spiritual awakening in our 
community and our state.”

The church’s time of prayer 
and fasting has been a way to 

show God they are “serious 
and desperate for real revival,” 
said Estes.

“May FBC, Morrilton, 
never be dependent on pro-
grams, methods or anything 
that man can come up with in 
order to try and reach people 
with the gospel ever again. 
May we realize and grasp that 
only through the power of the 
Holy Spirit can we take the 
gospel around the world and 
see people respond,” Estes 
said. “Man’s methods are use-

less unless they are anointed 
and fueled by His Holy Spirit!”

Brad Morgan, student and 
discipleship pastor at First 
Baptist, said Revive is open to 
“anyone who wants to come,” 
regardless of whether or not 
they attend First Baptist.

During the Revive event, 
revivalist Tommy Vinson will 
preach Sunday, March 15, 
at 10:15 a.m. and 6:30 p.m.; 
J.D. “Sonny” Tucker, Arkan-
sas Baptist State Convention 
executive director, will preach 

at 6:30 p.m. March 16; New 
Orleans Pastor Fred Luter, 
former president of the South-
ern Baptist Convention, will 
speak at 6:30 p.m. March 17, 
and Jason Curry, next genera-
tion ministries pastor at The  
Church at Rock Creek in Lit-
tle Rock, will preach at 6:30 
p.m. March 18. Jeff Stotts, 
worship pastor for Central 
Baptist Church, Jonesboro, 
will lead worship. A free meal 
will be provided at 5 p.m.  
March 16-18.

Estes
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  PASTOR

Osceola First Baptist is seeking a full-
time pastor. Send resumes to Pastor 
Search Committee, 2900 W. Keiser Ave., 
Osceola, AR 72370 or email to fbcosc@rit-
termail.com. 

Reynolds Baptist Church, Little Rock, is a 
small church in search of a bi-vocational 
pastor. Mail inquiries to Reynolds Baptist 
Church, 7111 Fourche Dam Pike Little Rock, 
AR 72206, Attn: Pastor Search Committee. 

Union Baptist Church, El Dorado (www.
ubceldorado.net) is prayerfully seeking a 
full-time pastor. If you feel the Lord is 
leading you to consider ministering to God’s 
congregation at Union, please mail your re-
sume with internet link/CD/DVD or sample 
sermons to Pastor Search Committee, c/o 
JoAnne Greer, 649 Armer Road, El Dorado, 
AR 71730.

First Baptist Church, Camden, is seeking 
a full-time senior pastor. Please send 
resume to FBC Pastor Search Committee, 
348 W. Washington St., Camden, AR 71701, 
or email to timgunter@fbccamden.org. 

Bi-vocational or semi-retired 
pastor, small church in musical Ozark 
tourist town. Email kenw@mvtel.net. Re-
sume to Sylamore Baptist Church, P.O. Box 
1596, Mountain View, AR 72560.

First Baptist of Tuckerman is seeking a 
full-time or bi-vocational pastor. 
Please send resume to FBC, P.O. Box 1188, 
Tuckerman, AR 72473.

Cedar Glades Baptist Church in Moun-
tain Pine is seeking a full-time pastor. 
Please send resume to Cedar Glades Bap-
tist Church, Pastor Search Committee, 303 
Gum Springs Road, Mountain Pine, AR 
71956.

New Hope Baptist Church in Jay, Okla., 

is prayerfully seeking a full-time pastor. 
Please send resumes to newhopebaptist-
jay@gmail.com.

  OTHER STAFF POSITIONS

Calvary Baptist Church is accepting re-
sumes for an interim minister to stu-
dents, beginning January 2015.  Resumes 
may be sent to office@calvarymo.com or 
P.O. Box 421, Republic, MO 65738, Attn: 
Personnel Team. For more information, call 
417-732-1405. 

Southside Baptist Church, Paris, Texas, 
seeks full-time music minister.  
Blended worship service. Help with youth 
band on Wednesdays. Send resumes to 
bnorris@suddenlink.net. 

First Baptist Church of Farmington is 
seeking a full-time associate pastor 
with an emphasis in worship. Please email 

inquiries or resumes to fbcfarm@sbcglobal.
net, Attn: personnel committee, or mail to 
Personnel Committee, 210 North A. Street, 
Farmington, MO 63640. 

Southern Heights Baptist Church is cur-
rently seeking both a full-time youth 
pastor and a full-time worship 
leader. Resumes may be sent to shbc@
windstream.net or to 279 Highway 221 S., 
Berryville, AR 72616.

Union Valley Baptist Church of Beebe is 
seeking a full-time minister of music 
to lead our blended worship services. Lo-
cated in central Arkansas, Union Valley has 
an average worship attendance of 500. This 
individual will be responsible for directing 
adult and youth choirs, as well as the praise 
band. Send resume to timsparks@century-
tel.net.

  MISCELLANEOUS 

Two condos for rent in Destin, Fla. 
Two bedrooms, two baths.  Email: lbram-
mer@charter.net. Phone: 423-309-4422. 

Fort Walton Beach condo, sleeps eight, 
20 percent discount.

Small church looking for a reasonably 
priced 15-passenger van. Send infor-
mation to Palestine Baptist Church, 389 
Edgemont Road, Quitman, AR 72131.

Grace Baptist Church in Ho Chi Minh City, 
Vietnam, desires to begin handbell ministry. 
To donate a 2-3 octave set of bells, con-
tact Alan Moore at alan@ibcs.org.

Davis Church Pew Upholstery, 
30-plus years experience. Melton and San-
dra Davis, Quitman, Miss.,  601-776-6617.

Refurbished church buses (Amer-
ican Bus Sales). George Foshee - 501-767-
6020.

C l a s s i f i e d s

EL DORADO – Members 
of First Baptist Church, El 
Dorado, gave away hot dogs 
and shared the love of Christ 
with their community during 
Mission El Dorado Feb. 28. 
Along with hot dogs, mem-
bers passed out Bible tracts 
and cards with church con-
tact information and service 
times. 

“We were able to put 
God’s Name on the ears of 
over 200 people in our com-
munity Saturday, and God 
can take it from there,” said 
Tracy Mills, of First Baptist. 
“Our goals were to make 
God’s Name known to those 

who stopped or drove by, 
get our people excited about 
reaching our community and 
let people know that First 
Baptist Church isn’t just that 
stuffy, snooty big church up 
town. We care about people. 
I think we accomplished all 
of that.”

The church has scheduled 
several more ministry events 
for upcoming months. Dur-
ing their next event, “Be a 
Light in Murmil Heights,” 
church members will go door 
to door in the Murmil neigh-
borhood and give occupants 
a light bulb and pray for every 
house.

Mission El Dorado a success

THE ARKANSAS Baptist 
State Convention (ABSC) 
will offer three separate mis-
sion event weekends – called 
“Connect” – for students in 
grades seven through 12 and 
their adult leaders. Connect 
is an event that provides the 
experience of a weeklong mis-
sion trip packaged into a single 
weekend. 

This year, participants will 
have the opportunity to attend 
Connect at three different lo-
cations. Connect will be held 
April 10-12 at West Baptist 
Church in Batesville, April 
24-26 at First Baptist Church 
in Searcy and Oct. 16-18 at 
First Baptist Church in Mon-
ticello.

 “Connect offers Arkansas 
Baptist churches an inexpen-
sive opportunity to help stu-
dents and their adult leaders 
develop a missions mindset 
through meaningful hands-on 
missions and ministry expe-

LITTLE ROCK – The Arkan-
sas Baptist State Convention 
(ABSC) will hold a Bible Sto-
rying Workshop at the conven-
tion building from 9 a.m. to 
4 p.m. April 18. Check-in will 
begin at 8:30 a.m.

The training will focus on 
the basics of oral Bible storying, 
including how to lead a Story 
Fellowship Group, how to con-

nect one’s own story to a story 
from Scripture and how to craft 
Bible stories for use in local and 
international ministries.

Jamie Coker, member of 
First Baptist Church, El Do-
rado, will serve as trainer. 

The event, a Cooperative 
Program ministry of the ABSC 
missions team, is limited to the 
first 30 participants registered.

Connect gives students missions experience

ABSC holds Bible storying workshop

riences,” said Travis McCor-
mick, missions team member. 

McCormick went on to 
explain that participants will 
learn the value of partnering 
with other believers.

“There is something special 
about partnering with other 
believers right here in our 
home state as we worship, fel-
lowship, pray and serve togeth-
er,” he said.

Participants will have the 
opportunity to help the com-
munities with ministry proj-
ects. The ministry projects in-

clude block parties, construc-
tion projects and prayer walk-
ing. After serving during the 
day, participants will gather for 
a time of worship and debrief-
ing. 

For more information and 
to register, visit absc.org/con-
nect. Space is limited to the 
first 250 people to register for 
each city.

This event is made possible 
by gifts from Arkansas Baptists 
to the Cooperative Program 
and the Dixie Jackson Arkan-
sas Missions Offering.

DANIEL Haigwood, 
pastor of Hermitage 
Baptist Church in Her-
mitage, was named the 
2014 Bradley County 
Citizen of the Year, 
according to salineriv-
erchronicle.com. The 

award was presented 
at the Bradley County 
Chamber of Commerce 
annual Gala. 

Haigwood also gave 
the invocation at the 
event, according to the 
site.

Haigwood named citizen of year

Haigwood

Members of First Baptist Church, El Dorado, give out hot dogs at Mission El 
Dorado, which was held Feb. 28

Submit to arkansasbaptist.org/ad
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Obituaries
R.D. Harrington, age 98, 

died Feb. 25. 
He served as 
senior pastor 
of five church-
es in Arkan-
sas during his 
ministry of 72 
years. These 
included Phil-
adelphia Bap-
tist Church 

in Jonesboro and East End 
Baptist Church in Hensley, 
among others. Following his 
official retirement, he served 
15 years as interim pastor of 
North Point Baptist Church 
in Roland and as chaplain 
at Parkway Health Center in 
Little Rock. He is preceded in 
death by his parents and three 
brothers. He is survived by his 
wife of 74 years, Willie Mae 
“Honey” Harrington, three 
daughters, a son, eight grand-
children, eight great-grandchil-
dren, a sister and a brother. 

THE ARKANSAS Baptist News 
(ABN) announces its 11th an-
nual A Tribute to Godly Moth-
ers essay contest.

In an effort to honor all 
mothers, each year the ABN 
selects a Mother of the Year 
based on entries. 

The ABN issue prior to 
Mother’s Day announces the 
winner and includes a tribute 
to the winner, which will be 
chosen based on the quality of 
motherhood, godliness of the 
woman being honored and the 

readability of the essay submit-
ted.

The winning mother will re-
ceive a special gift and will be 
honored in her church May 3. 
To honor your mother or an-
other mother you feel deserves 
recognition, send the ABN a 
tribute about the mother you 
wish to nominate.

Tributes should be no more 
than 300 words and should 
include the mother’s full 
name and church home. They 
should also include the phone 

number and email address of 
the submitter.

The mother nominated  
must be a current member of 
an Arkansas Southern Baptist 
church.

All tributes should be re-
ceived in the ABN office no 
later than Wednesday, April 22.

To make a nomination, 
send your tribute to Arkansas 
Baptist News, 10 Remington 
Dr., Little Rock, AR 72204, 
or email it to jeanie@arkansas-
baptist.org.

ABN to hold Mother of Year contest

Church life
The First Baptist Church, 

DeQueen, WINGS Women’s 
Ministry will hold the Suc-
cessful Shipwrecks women’s 
retreat at the church April 11. 
Debbie Stuart, of Plano, Texas, 
and Terry Bracket, of Lockes-
burg, will serve as speakers. 
For more information, call 
870-642-2151.

Central Baptist Church, 
North Little Rock, will host 
David Phelps in concert for 
the “He’s Alive” tour at 7 p.m. 
April 2. For more information, 
call 501-771-1125.

McJester Baptist Church, 
Pangburn, and First Baptist 
Church, Pangburn, are join-
ing together to hold a revival 
meeting March 28-29 at Pang-
burn Schools Performing Arts 
Center. Services will take place 
at 6 p.m. March 28 and at 11 
a.m. and 6 p.m. March 29. 
Robert Smith Jr., professor of 
Christian preaching at Beeson 
Divinity School in Birming-
ham, Ala., will serve as evange-
list. For more information, call 
501-728-4140.

His son, Russell “Russ” Har-
rington Jr., retired July 1 as 
Baptist Health’s president and 
CEO. A memorial service was 
held Feb. 28 at Immanuel Bap-
tist Church in Little Rock.

First Baptist Church, 
Hardy, will hold revival servic-
es March 22-25. Phil Glisson, 
of Memphis, Tenn., will serve 
as evangelist.

Fellowship Bible Church, 
Star City, will hold revival 
services March 15-18. Larry 
White, of Conway, will serve 
as speaker and the Lisembys 
will lead music.

Forrest Park Baptist 
Church, Pine Bluff, will hold 
revival services March 20-22. 
Shelby Andre, pastor, will 
serve as speaker.

Shepherd Hill Baptist 
Church, Pine Bluff, will host 
a youth rally on April 18. A 
game time will begin at 4 p.m. 
Hamburgers will be served fol-
lowing the activities. The rally 
service will start at 6 p.m., 
with Cody Brown serving as 

speaker and Elliott Andrews 
serving as worship leader. 
Churches should contact the 
church at 870-534-1926 by 
April 12 for numbers attend-
ing.  

Eastside Baptist Church, 
DeWitt, will host Glen and 
Leigh Ann Pool in concert at 
6 p.m. March 14. 

South Side Baptist Church, 
Pine Bluff, held an ordination 
service Feb. 22  for Justin 
Ross, pastor of The Refuge at 
Redfield in Redfield.

Ordinations

A DROP-IN retirement re-
ception honoring Jerry Gay, 
executive director of North 
Pulaski Baptist Association 
in North Little Rock, will 

be held from 
1:30 to 3 p.m. 
March 29. Gay 
has served as 
executive di-
rector of the 
a s s o c i a t i o n 
for 10 years. A 

scrapbook of letters is being 
prepared. To include a let-
ter, mail it to Levy Baptist 
Church in North Little 
Rock by April 1. 

Gay

Jerry Gay to 
be honored

Mark your calendar!
The conference will be held at the Arkansas 
Baptist State Convention building in Little 

Rock. Admission is free but registration is 
required. Lunch will be provided. 

To register visit 
arkansasbaptist.org/ABCC15

Arkansas Baptist Communications Conference – May 8

<

Visit arkansasbaptist.org 
to stay up-to-date with 
Arkansas Baptist news

Harrington
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Tech BytesIRS notice offers temporary relief to churches
LITTLE ROCK – Church 
leaders are urged to pay spe-
cial attention to the how the 
federal government is enforc-
ing compliance with the Af-
fordable Care Art, as known 
as Obama Care.

The Internal Revenue Ser-
vice (IRS) recently released 
Notice 2015-17, which ad-
dresses concerns regarding the 
enforcement of the Affordable 
Care Act, said William Jaques 
Jr., Arkansas Baptist State 
Convention evangelism and 
church health team member, 
who has addressed the notice 
in an email sent to all Arkan-
sas churches and associations.

Jaques reviews the many 
concerns regarding the en-
forcement of the Affordable 
Care Act.

“One aspect of the law that 
caught many of our churches 
and staff off guard was the 
guidance given by the IRS 
(Notice 2013-54) 
that stipulated that 
beginning Janu-
ary 1, 2014, only 
employer provided 
group health in-
surance would be 
considered a non-
taxable benefit,” 
he explained.

For example, 
for many churches 
and employees this 
meant beginning 
Jan. 1, 2014:

– A church 
could no longer 
pay for or reim-
burse individual 
health insurance 
for any employee.

– Any church 
that did pay for 
or reimburse indi-
vidual health insur-
ance would be sub-
ject to an excise tax 
of up to $100 per 
employee per day.

– Premiums 
for an individual 
health insurance 
policy paid for or 
reimbursed by an 
employer would be 
considered taxable 
income to the em-
ployee for the 2014 
tax year.

However, Jaques 
notes that Notice 
2015-17, released 
Feb. 18, 2015, 
gives temporary re-
lief from these tax 

implications. The notice also 
clarifies the IRS’ position re-
garding businesses with only 
one full-time employee.

“This is going to be great 
news for many of our church-
es and staff members for the 
2014 tax year, many of whom 
would have had to pay taxes on 
a benefit for which they had 
never had to pay taxes before,” 
said Jaques.

Essential points of Notice 
2015-17 were summarized by 
Jaques as follows:

– The excise tax mentioned 
above will not be enforced 
for small businesses that paid 
for or reimbursed individual 
health insurance policies in 
2014. Additionally, these busi-
nesses are being given until 
July 1, 2015 to bring their ben-
efits plan in compliance with 
the market reforms demanded 
by the Affordable Care Act.

– If a church paid for or 

reimbursed individual health 
insurance in 2014, this tempo-
rary relief means those premi-
ums do not have to be added 
as wages on the employee’s 
W-2 for 2014. This does not 
mean the law has changed. In 
2015, churches and small busi-
nesses have until July 1 either 
to stop providing individual 
health insurance or begin pro-
viding a group plan.

– Churches or small busi-
nesses with only one full-time 
employee are not subject to the 
regulations of the Affordable 
Care Act and may pay for or 
reimburse their one employee 
for individual health insur-
ance.

Jaques offered several sug-
gestions to churches on how 
to correct mistakes that have 
been caused by the IRS’ revi-
sion of compliance rules:

See IRS page 13

Stay up-to-date with all God is doing through 
Arkansas Baptists, visit arkansasbaptist.org today!
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– Those who have al-
ready distributed W-2s to 
employees and added health 
insurance premiums as tax-
able will need to do one of 
two things: (1) If they have 
already submitted their 
church’s Form W-3, they 
will need to give their em-
ployees a corrected W-2 and 
file a corrected W-3; or (2) 
if they have not submitted 
their church’s W-3, they can 
simply reissue a new W-2 to 

their employees, reflecting 
the reduction in taxable in-
come.

– If an employee who had 
individual health insurance 
premiums added as taxable 
income on his or her W-2 has 
already filed his or her tax re-
turn, he or she will need to 
file an amended return using 
the corrected W-2.

To read Notice 2013-54 
and Notice 2015-17, visit  
irs.gov.

For questions or clarifica-
tion, contact Jaques at 501-
376-4791, ext. 5121, or email 
wjaques@absc.org.

continued from page 12
IRS

306 girls attend Camp Siloam Radiant retreat
SILOAM SPRINGS – “What 
does it look like to let God see 
deeply into you?” asked Megan 
Fate-Marshman, keynote 
speaker for Radiant, an all-
girls retreat at Camp Siloam, 
located in Siloam Springs. 

“That’s going to be our flow 
line for the weekend,” said 
Marshman as she discussed 
intimacy with 
God and set 
the tone of the 
weekend for the 
306 junior and 
senior high girls 
who came from 
across Arkansas 
and Missouri 
for the event.

“This is a weekend we can 
focus on issues particular to 
women and answer those is-
sues with Scripture,” said 
Linda Graham, Camp Siloam 
guest services coordinator. 
“Our passion is that these 
women would not only know 
salvation, but to grow in Him 
(God), walk in Him and glorify 
Him.”

“We have these thoughts 
that play in our head. … This 
weekend, don’t be alone with 
those thoughts. Counselors 
are here to help you. Share 
what you are thinking this 

weekend with someone,” said 
Marshman. 

Melinda Adams, a coun-
selor who came with her girls 
from First Baptist Church, 
Dardenelle, said her girls need-
ed to be encouraged to share. 

“So many girls are carrying 
guilt for things that aren’t their 
fault,” she said.

“I know this is kind of 
cheesy, but I think that inti-
macy means “into-me-see,” 
said Moriah Peters, a Nashville 
singer, songwriter and actress 
who led worship for the week-
end. “I know for me, after trav-
eling with my bandmates, I’ve 
found the most growth and 
healing in having honest dis-
cussion about heart struggles. 
When I see camps like this, I 
see how important it is.”

Staff and volunteers set the 
stage for the truth to be shared 
as they prayed for each camper 
and decorated the camp facili-
ties with flowers, special light-

ing and decorations. The girls 
received special gifts, T-shirts, 
and handwritten notes pre-
pared for each one of them by 
volunteers from the camp and 
area churches.

“We decorate the camp in 
special ways because we want 
our campers to know we’ve 
been waiting for them and 

praying for 
them. We want 
them to know 
this is time 
set apart and 
we are thrilled 
they are here,” 
said Graham.

During a Q-
and-A session, Peters talked 
to her “12-year old self” and 
then shared about her poor re-
lationship with her sister when 
she was a teenager. 

“I thought that (my rela-
tionship with my sister) was 
the one thing in my life God 
could not redeem,” Peters 
said. “God can redeem the 
most broken, disgusting parts 
of your life.” 

Peters went on to describe 
that she and her sister are now 
best friends who talk to each 
other every day and they are 
starting a business together.

“I liked when she talked 

to her 12-year-old self,” said 
Leanne Hughes of First Bap-
tist, Dardanelle. “The wisdom 
she’s gained could have made 
life easier, but she had to go 
through it.”

Miss Arkansas, Ashton 
Campbell, made a special ap-
pearance and gave her testimo-
ny. Campbell was a longtime 
camper at Siloam and made 
a recommitment to follow 
Jesus as a high school camper. 
Campbell talked about how 
even the Miss America contes-
tants were uncomfortable with 
their own appearance, but her 
faith helped her with her own 
struggles. 

“I learned to embrace my 
awkward beauty,” said Camp-
bell. 

Campbell said her faith 
impacted her pageant experi-
ences, and she encouraged the 
girls to share Jesus with their 
friends. 

“When you leave this world, 
you can’t take anything with 

you, ... but you can take peo-
ple,” said Campbell.

Peters, who led worship in 
2014, said she saw the impact 
of the retreat in girls who came 
back. 

“In a cabin last night, I got 
to talk with the same group of 
girls that I talked with last year. 
I saw how they grew.” said Pe-
ters.

“Being honest and transpar-
ent with a living God is a rec-
ipe for transformation,” said 
Marshman. 

“The camp’s hope was that 
time with Jesus would cause 
girls to come away radiant 
because they had been with a 
God who loves, treasures and 
values them. By the end of 
the weekend, three girls made 
professions of faith, 15 made 
recommitments of faith and 
many were shown examples of 
what it means to be a daughter 
of the King,” said Jason Wilk-
ie, Camp Siloam executive di-
rector.

 ‘Being honest and transparent 
with a living God is a recipe 

for transformation.’

Rebekah Davis serves pazookies to Abigale Herring during Radiant, an all-girls 
retreat held at Camp Siloam. More than 300 girls attended the event.
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DIANA DAVIS knows all about 
being a minister’s wife because 
she is one – and because she 
has spent time with many other 
ministers’ wives and 
seen how God has 
used them for His 
purposes. It was 
these women who 
inspired her book 
“6 Simple Steps: 
Find Contentment 
and Joy as a Ministry 
Wife.”

In her introduc-
tion, Davis makes it 
clear that her book 
is intended for min-
isters’ wives of all 
types – no 
matter how 
long they 
have been 
ministers ’ 
wives and 
no mat-
ter in what 
type of min-
istry their husbands work.

“The variety of ministries is 
endless, yet whatever the min-
istry, the privileges and needs 

of a minister’s spouse are sur-
prisingly similar,” Davis writes 
in her introduction, adding 
that the book is meant to pro-

vide ideas and 
encouragement 
for ministers’ 
wives.

The book fo-
cuses on six steps 
– each tied to the 
fruit of the Spir-
it. The steps are 
(1) Just Relax, (2) 
Simply Smile, (3) 
Love Lavishly, (4) 
Say “We,” (5) Be 
Resilient and (6) 
Serve Passion-

ately. The 
c h a p t e r s 
are infused 
with Scrip-
tures and 
p e r s o n a l 
s t o r i e s , 
along with 
p r a c t i c a l 

tips and ideas.
Also included is a group 

study guide for those who de-
sire to go through the book 

From the ShelfWomen&Faith “Charm is deceptive and beauty 
is fleeting, but a woman who fears 

the Lord will be praised...”
 Proverbs 31:30 (HCSB) ‘The Case for Grace ’

– Lee Strobel 

Lee Strobel draws upon 
the inspiring stories of ev-
eryday people, as well as 

never-before-
told details 
of his own 
journey from 
atheism to 
Christianity, 
to explore 
the depth 
and breadth 

of God’s redeeming love. 
Readers will see how God’s 
grace can similarly revolu-
tionize their eternity and 
relationships starting today.

‘Counter Culture’
– David Platt

Culture has shifted 
to the point where right 
and wrong are measured 

by popular 
opinion. In 
this book, 
David Platt 
shows Chris-
tians how to 
actively take 
a stand on 
such issues 

as poverty, sex trafficking, 
marriage, abortion, racism, 
and religious liberty — and 
challenges readers to be-
come passionate, unwaver-
ing voices for Christ.

‘Praying Through the 
Names of God’ 
– Tony Evans

In “Praying Through 
the Names of God,” Tony 
Evans reveals insight 

into some 
of God’s 
p o w e r f u l 
names and 
offers read-
ers a chance 
to benefit 
p e r s o n a l l y 
by provid-

ing several prayers based 
on those names. Readers’ 
prayer lives will be revital-
ized as they connect their 
needs and requests with 
the specific characteristic 
of God’s Name relevant to 
their needs.

For more information, go to 
lifeway.com

By Vickie Lee

A FEW YEARS AGO I ran across a cute, 
fictional book titled “Desperate Pastors’ 
Wives” by Ginger Kolbaba and Christy 
Scannell. What drew me to the 
book was the title. Seriously, 
pastors’ wives, and staff wives 
in general, are desperately lone-
ly, overworked, stressed and in 
need of time with other minis-
ters’ wives.

As I read the book, I would 
laugh out loud and exclaim, 
“That’s me!” The story in-
volves several ministers’ wives 
from different denominations 
who struggle with the same is-
sues. They survive by calling 
the “phone tree” with the simple mes-
sage “meet me at Lulu’s,” which was a 
cafe located in a small town several miles 
from where these ministers’ wives lived. 

When one wife was struggling with an 
issue, the ladies converged on Lulu’s and 
went to a back corner booth to have cof-
fee and pie and to download.

Isn’t that what we all desire as min-
isters’ wives? A safe place to 
escape where no one knows 
us, where we can laugh, cry, 
discuss the current trials of 
ministry or celebrate a joy?  

After sharing the book 
with a couple of staff wives 
at our previous church, we 
decided to have “Lulu time.” 
We found we were only seeing 
each other in passing on Sun-
day; however, we set a plan in 
motion. If we needed a girl 
time, one of us would grab 

another in the hallway on Sunday and 
say, “Lulu,” which was our code word. 
Can you imagine the strange looks we re-
ceived from the other people walking by?

Our Lulu time may have been going 
out to dinner or just for a Coke. The 
important thing was we shared our 
hearts and our friendship grew stron-
ger.  Today, although miles separate us, 
the three of us text or Facebook (vir-
tual Lulu) on a weekly bases asking for 
advice, seeking encouragement or just 
needing to vent. We have also named 
our Lulu time “Laughter Unending; 
Love Unconditionally.” Isn’t that what 
ministers’ wives seek?

As a pastor’s wife, I need you because 
you understand life in the fish bowl and 
in the muck and mire. I need encourage-
ment when ministry slaps me in the face, 
and I need advice in dealing with dif-
ficult situations. I need you to be a safe, 
true friend who eats chocolate with me 
and allows me to share my heart. I need 
a Lulu. How about you?

Vickie Lee is the wife of Richard Lee, pas-
tor of First Baptist Church in Sherwood.

Lulu
PASTORS’ WIVES

6 Simple Steps

BOOK REVIEW

Jessica Vanderpool
 Arkansas Baptist News

By Diana Davis, New Hope Publishers 2015

with a group. 
An endorsement from Dor-

othy Kelley Patterson, profes-
sor of theology in women’s 
studies at Southwestern Bap-
tist Theological Seminary and 
wife of seminary President 

Paige Patterson, says it well: 
“This is a must read not only 
for women whose husbands 
are in ministry positions but 
for any woman who wants to 
maximize her influence in the 
kingdom and beyond.”

Lee

Visit arkansasbaptist.org for more news and information
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Gayla Parker
member

Lifeway Baptist
Little Rock

My daughter-in-law is an identical 
twin. Every year on their birthday they 
argue about who is the oldest. No doubt 
they will be discussing this issue well 
into their 90s, all in a good sisterly love 
kind of fun of course.

They are not the 
only twins to argue 
over birthrights. 
Perhaps no twins 
are more famous 
for their arguments 
over birthrights 
than Esau and 
Jacob. Unfortu-
nately, the repercussions 
of their arguing have last-
ed for generations.

Esau and Jacob began 
their tug-of-war while in 
Rebekah’s womb. The 
rival for control con-
tinued into adulthood, 
eventually being resolved 
between them in Gen-
esis 32-33. But as is often 
the case in family feuds, 
their struggle reappeared 
in the nations of their descendants, 
the Edomites (Esau) and the Israelites 
(Jacob). The Edomites were determined 
to not be a part of aiding the Israelites 
regardless of their situation. They were 
full of bitterness and jealousy. They 
maintained their position for more 
than a thousand years! 

Obadiah describes their behavior 
and pronounces God’s judgment on 
such behavior in his tiny, little-known 
Book. What does all of this have to do 
with compassion for the lost? First of 
all, we see God’s judgment on a na-

tion that had no 
compassion. They 
would be made 
small, hated by ev-
eryone; their deeds 
would come back 
to haunt them; 
they would lose 
their wealth; they 

would be made weak and 
ultimately be destroyed. 
That alone should compel 
us to have compassion lest 
we face God’s judgment. 

Secondly, the fate of 
the Edomites could have 
been avoided if they had 
but chosen the Lord. Ul-
timately, their problem 
came from rejecting the 
one true God. Just imag-
ine how differently history 

might have been written if they had 
worshipped God and come to the aid 
of the Israelites. Perhaps a rival that 
still effects our world today would be 
nonexistent. Now that is a compelling 
reason to have compassion on the lost! 
How can the world be changed? By 
showing compassion for the lost!

jective. When He began teaching, the 
people were surprised and astonished. 
They hadn’t heard anyone teach with 
such knowledge and authority. He 
spoke with a passion and anointing 
with which they weren’t familiar. 

In Mark 10:17-
22, we see again 
that Jesus was a 
unique Teacher. 
A wealthy man 
sought out Jesus 
with a question 
about how to have 
eternal life. This 

man knew who Jesus said 
He was, and he seemed to 
believe it. Jesus answered 
Him by telling him to 
keep the Commandments. 
When the man said he 
had, Jesus told him to sell 
all that he had and give 
to the poor. This was an 
unacceptable command 
for the young man. He 
had so many “things” he 

couldn’t imagine living without them, 
so he chose to ignore Jesus’ commands. 

Jesus came to Earth to be relation-
al. The way He taught about spiritual 
things was different; it had more mean-
ing because He cared about the people 
He spoke to. We still have so much to 
learn about how to teach and show the 
love of Jesus to others.

Julie Beavers
member 

Delta Baptist
Pine Bluff

A few years ago, a very good friend 
treated me with a trip to Israel, a gift I 
will never be able to repay. I was one of 
10 women on the trip. My role was to 
lead a few Bible studies along the way. 
The sights and sounds of Israel will for-
ever be embedded 
in my memory: the 
Sea of Galilee, the 
Dead Sea, Caper-
naum, Jacob’s 
Well, the Jordan 
River – all of it was 
amazing. But there 
was something spe-
cial about being inside the 
walls that surround the 
Old City of Jerusalem. 
Maybe it was the view of 
Golgotha or walking in the 
garden where Jesus prayed. 
Maybe it was the Wail-
ing Wall or singing wor-
ship songs in the temple 
with perfect acoustics. Or 
maybe it was knowing that 
one day Jesus will return 
and enter through the 
Eastern Gate in His ultimate triumph. 

In the midst of the wonder was 
heartbreak, heartbreak for God’s cho-
sen people who were still waiting on the 
Messiah and working incredibly hard at 
following all the rules until His arrival. 
The hotel elevators could not “work” 
on the Sabbath so there was only one 

in service set to automatically stop on 
each floor. Hamburgers could not be 
served with buns during Passover or 
potatoes with sour cream and butter if 
they accompanied a steak at any time. 
Cheese and pepperoni could not be 

on the same pizza. 
I would never be 
able to keep up! 
What a relief to 
know I do not need 
to because the Mes-
siah has come! 

His arrival was 
prophesied in 

Zechariah 9:9 (ESV): “Re-
joice greatly, O daughter 
of Zion! Shout aloud, O 
daughter of Jerusalem! Be-
hold, your king is coming 
to you; righteous and hav-
ing salvation is he, humble 
and mounted on a don-
key, on a colt, the foal of 
a donkey.” 

I was privileged to walk 
by the Eastern Gate that is 
now sealed shut, but one 

day it will be opened wide again. 
“Thus says the Lord of hosts: Be-

hold, I will save my people, … and I will 
bring them to dwell in the midst of Je-
rusalem. And they shall be my people, 
and I will be their God, in faithfulness 
and in righteousness” (Zech. 8:7-8). 

Amen and Amen!

The commentaries this month have 
covered the life of Jesus from His mi-
raculous birth until His death, which 
we will discuss today. We’ve seen God 
speak to a young woman, we’ve seen 
Jesus speak to the leaders in the syna-
gogue with such 
authority that they 
were astonished 
by it. And now we 
will see Him die an 
undeserved death. 
I’ve loved Jesus a 
long time, but oh, 
how I love Him 
more today than ever be-
fore. I tend to overlook the 
brutality of His death, but 
when I do so, I overlook 
His intense love for me, 
for you, for all of us. 

In Matthew 27:28-31, 
we see the hatred for Jesus. 
The time leading up to 
His crucifixion is beyond 
anything we would want 
to endure. They laughed 
at Him and dressed Him 
up as a king just so they could mock 
Him and who He said He was. This 
was cruel treatment of our Lord, cruel 
treatment that we deserve. We are the 
sinners; we are the ones who should 
have endured this humiliation.

After the mistreatment, Matthew 27 
says they took Him to Golgotha and 

hung Him on a cross with thieves. 
Thieves. Thieves who hadn’t been sub-
jected to such cruel treatment. In Mat-
thew 27:46, we see Him hanging on 
a cross and crying out to God in the 
loud, strong voice His followers had 

grown to love, “My 
God, why have you 
forsaken me?” 

He felt forsak-
en by His Father 
so that you and I 
never have to feel 
abandoned by 
God. One of my 

favorite promises is that 
God will never abandon 
or forsake me. And here 
we have Jesus hanging on 
a cross feeling alone. I can 
hardly stand it. He did 
this for me – for you! 

The people stand-
ing around, just there to 
watch, joked about who 
He was, they thought He 
must be calling out for Eli-
jah and even taunted Him 

and wondered loudly if Elijah would 
come save Him.

And then Jesus breathed His last 
breath, the earth shook violently and 
the people and the captain of the 
guards then acknowledged who He was 
– God’s Son. Jesus had lived a life like 
no other. 

Julie Beavers
member 

Delta Baptist
Pine Bluff

Compassion for the lost
OBADIAH 1:1-4, 10-17

EXPLORE THE BIBLE

MARCH 29, 2015

Gayla Parker
member

Lifeway Baptist
Little Rock

So far in this study, we have seen 
how Jesus has been like no other per-
son. The story of His life had been 
foretold, and His birth was miraculous. 
In Mark 1 and Mark 10, we see Him 
teaching unlike anyone. 

When I was in 
sixth grade I trans-
ferred to a school 
with only four 
months left in the 
year. My grades 
weren’t good, and 
I was nervous. My 
new teacher taught 
with such passion and de-
sire for us to learn that my 
grades got better, I got bet-
ter and I learned. It was 
life-changing. This is what 
happened with the teachers 
and the rich young ruler in 
these passages.

The teachers in the 
synagogues were known 
for their law-abiding, obe-
dience-required, no-grace 
teaching. They taught what the proph-
ets had taught. Their teachings weren’t 
dynamic, or even thought-provoking. 
They were probably boring, but no one 
knew it could be different. 

And then Jesus came in the syna-
gogue. He walked in with His disciples 
on the Sabbath specifically to teach. 
He didn’t walk in with any other ob-

Teaching like no other
MARK 1:21-22 10:17-22 

BIBLE STUDIES FOR LIFE

The promised Messiah
ZECHARIAH 8:1-8; 9:9-12

EXPLORE THE BIBLE

Death like no other
MATTHEW 27:28-31, 45-50, 54
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