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 Find your next pastor
or staff member here! 

See the ABN classifieds on Page 12.
You can now submit a classified ad via the ABN website at 

arkansasbaptist.org/classified-ads

‘Recharge, refocus’ aim of Evangelism Conf. 

2016’s top stories:
what a year it was

See GIFTS page 6

FROM THE 2016 presidential 
election and medical mari-
juana approval in Arkansas … 
to a major ‘reset’ of the Inter-
national Mission Board (IMB) 
… to unprecedented generous 
gifts from Arkansas Baptists 
and hundreds coming to faith 
in Jesus Christ as a result of 
Arkansas Baptists sharing the 
good news, 2016 marked a year 
like none other. History has 
been made in numerous ways, 
with repercussions – both posi-
tive and negative – to be expe-
rienced for years to come. 

The Arkansas Baptist News 
(ABN) has compiled the top 10 
stories of 2016 based on overall 
news value and significance to 
Arkansas Baptists. Following 
are excerpts and summaries of 
the original stories published 
in the ABN in 2016.

1) Trump elected; Ark. vot-
ers approve ‘medical marijua-
na’ – Nov. 17

In what is being called one 
of the most stunning upsets 
in U.S. political history, celeb-
rity businessman and political 
novice Donald J. Trump was 
elected America’s 45th presi-
dent on Nov. 8.

During the election Trump 
courted the evangelical vote by 
naming Ronnie Floyd, Arkan-
sas pastor and immediate past 
Southern Baptist Convention 
president, and Dallas pastor 
Robert Jeffress to a special ad-
visory team. 

Arkansans voted over-
whelmingly for Trump by a 
margin of 60 percent to 34 per-
cent (677,904 votes for Trump 
to 378,729 votes for Hillary 
Clinton).

In Arkansas, voters ap-
proved the Arkansas Medi-
cal Marijuana Amendment, 
making the use of medical  

See 2016 page 8

Stella Prather
ABCHomes

LITTLE ROCK – Arkansas 
Baptist Children’s Homes 
and Family Ministries (AB-
CHomes) announced more 
than $1.2 million in recent 
gifts Dec. 14 during a board 
meeting at the organization’s 
Family Care Home in Little 
Rock.

More than $767,000 was 
given by Charles and Gene-
vieve Bonner. Winston Wolfe 
of Memphis, Tenn., donated 
$500,000.

Part of the Bonner’s dona-
tion will help the organiza-
tion meet the needs of foster 
children and provide start-up 
money for the “Connected” 
foster care ministry in Sebas-
tian County, which has more 
children in need of a foster 
home than any county in the 
state, according to Arkansas 
Division of Children and Fam-
ilies Services (DCFS) statistics.

The Connected program 
gives Arkansas Baptist church-
es an opportunity to take an 
active role in ministry to fos-
ter care children, families 
and state foster care workers. 
It helps establish a structure 
for the foster community to 
recruit, facilitate and provide 
training for foster families, in 
accordance with DCFS, and 
it facilitates multi-church part-
nerships. To date, Connected 
is ongoing in Pulaski, Missis-
sippi and Miller counties.

“We are honored to give 
to the Baptist Children’s 
Homes,” said Charles Bonner. 
“We pray our gift will reach 

ABCHomes 
announces 
$1.2M in gifts

LITTLE ROCK – The Arkan-
sas Baptist State Convention 
(ABSC) 2017 Conference 
on Evangelism and Church 
Health, scheduled for Jan. 
30-31 at Geyer Springs First 
Baptist Church in Little Rock, 
is a multifaceted event featur-
ing a variety of speakers, inter-
active luncheon workshops, 
a prayer focus and an exhibit 
hall.

The annual conference is 
a great way for pastors and 
church leaders to kick-off the 
new year, said Terry Bostick, 
who serves as team leader 
for ABSC’s evangelism and 
church health team, offering 

attendees an opportunity to 
“recharge their batteries and 
refocus on evangelism.”

The event will be launched 
with a prayer focus 
9:30-11:30 a.m., Mon-
day, Jan. 30, led by 
Steve Gaines, senior 
pastor at Bellevue 
Baptist Church in 
Memphis, Tenn., and 
current president of 
the Southern Baptist 
Convention.

Following the spe-
cial prayer focus, the 
Conference on Evangelism 
and Church Health kicks off at 
1 p.m. with afternoon speakers 

including Robert Smith, who 
serves as Charles T. Carter 
Baptist Chair of Divinity at 
Beeson Divinity School in Bir-

mingham, Ala.; Herb 
Reavis, senior pastor 
of North Jackson-
ville Baptist Church 
in Jacksonville, Fla.; 
and Todd Cook, 
founder and senior 
pastor of Sagebrush  
Community Church 
in Albuquerque, 
N.M. 

Monday’s evening 
session begins at 6:30 p.m. In 
addition to Gaines, the other 
speaker for the evening is Jim 

Cymbala, senior pastor of The 
Brooklyn Tabernacle in Brook-
lyn, N.Y.

On Tuesday, Jan. 31, the 
conference begins at 8:45 a.m. 
with participants hearing from 
Cook and Cymbala a second 
time, along with Vance Pit-
man, founder and senior pas-
tor of Hope Church in Las 
Vegas, Nev. 

Worship leader for the gath-
ering is David McKinney, wor-
ship pastor of Cross Church, 
Fayetteville.

Interactive luncheon work-

See RECHARGE page 6
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Floyd featured speaker 
at Oklahoma ‘Rose Day’ 

Editor’s Note: Jan. 22 is 
Sanctity of Human Life Sun-
day in the Southern Baptist 
Convention.
 
OKLAHOMA CITY, 
Okla. – Ronnie Floyd, 
senior pastor of Cross 
Church in northwest 
Arkansas and immedi-
ate past president of the 
Southern Baptist Con-
vention, is the featured 
speaker for the Rose Day 
Pro-Life Rally held at the 
Oklahoma State Capitol 
and sponsored by the Bap-
tist General Convention 
of Oklahoma (BGCO) 
Feb. 8.

Floyd has been an out-
spoken voice in the pulpit 
and in writing on behalf 
of the unborn and for the 
sanctity of human life. He 
and his wife, Jeana, have 
been married for 39 years 
and have two children and 
six grandchildren.

Rose Day, which brings 
together multiple pro-life 
and faith-based groups, 
was originally established 
in Oklahoma by a handful 
of pro-life Roman Catho-
lics in the years that fol-
lowed the infamous 1973 
Roe v. Wade Supreme 
Court ruling. Oklahoma 
Baptists became involved 
in Rose Day in the early 
1990s. Today it is the 
single largest annual gath-
ering of pro-life Oklaho-
mans. 

During the Rose Day 
event, attendees bring red 
roses as a symbol of their 
pro-life stand for the gov-
ernor, lieutenant governor 
and their state senator and 
state house member. Fol-
lowing rose distribution, a 
rally takes place indoors in 
the house chamber of the 
Capitol.

Throughout the two-
plus decades of Okla-
homa Baptists becoming 
involved in Rose Day, 16 
pro-life pieces of legisla-
tion have been passed to 
protect the unborn.

Moore under fire 
after Trump win

Responds to critics in article

Moore

SUSIE EVERETT HALL DEDICATED – Susie and Dwight Everett stand in 
front of Susie Everett Hall, formerly known as Westside Hall, one of two resi-
dence halls constructed on Ouachita Baptist University’s Arkadelphia campus 
in 2010. A dedication service for the hall named for Everett, a former student 
and current Ouachita trustee, was held Dec. 8 on the campus. A gift to endow 
the residence hall was made by Everett’s husband, Dwight. The Everetts, who 
own Everett Buick GMC, operate seven car dealerships in Arkansas and Texas.

NASHVILLE, Tenn. – Ethics 
and Religious Liberty Com-
mission (ERLC) President 
Russell Moore has written 
that he never intended 
to criticize all evan-
gelical supporters of 
President-elect Donald 
Trump, noting many 
were motivated by 
“biblical convictions” 
and “voted their con-
science.”

A number of Bap-
tists, and at least one 
state convention, have 
questioned Moore’s public 
criticism of Trump during the 
2016 election. 

Messengers at the annual 
meeting of the Louisiana Bap-
tist Convention in November 
overwhelmingly approved a 
motion to “study the recent 
actions of the SBC Ethics and 
Religious Liberty Commission 
with regard to issues of con-
cern to Louisiana Baptists.” 

During the election Trump 
courted the evangelical vote by 
naming Ronnie Floyd, Arkan-
sas pastor and immediate past 
Southern Baptist Convention 
president, and Dallas pastor 
Robert Jeffress, to a special 
advisory team. Jeffress was a 
strong supporter of Trump 
throughout the campaign, as 
was Jerry Falwell, Jr., president 
of Liberty University.

In a Dec. 19 blog post, 
Moore acknowledged “point-
ed conversations in my de-
nominational family about the 
election” over the past month, 
“some of them ... directed at 
me.”

“I remember one situation 
where I witnessed a handful 
of Christian political opera-
tives excusing immorality and 
confusing the definition of 
the gospel,” Moore wrote. “I 
was pointed in my criticisms, 
and felt like I ought to have 
been. But there were also pas-
tors and friends who told me 
when they read my comments 
they thought I was criticizing 
anyone who voted for Donald 
Trump.

“I told them then, and 
I would tell anyone now: if 
that's what you heard me say, 
that was not at all my inten-
tion, and I apologize. There's 

a massive difference between 
someone who enthusiasti-
cally excused immorality and 
someone who felt conflicted, 

weighed the options 
based on biblical con-
victions, and voted 
their conscience,” 
Moore wrote.

Moore's blog was 
published the same 
day as a Wall Street Jour-
nal article about the 
ERLC president with 
the headline “Baptist 
figure faces backlash 

over his criticism of Donald 
Trump.” Moore has voiced 
criticism of Trump's candidacy 
since at least September 2015.

The Journal, to whom 
Moore provided an advance 
copy of his blog post, included 
critiques of Moore by former 
Southern Baptist Conven-
tion President Jack Graham, 
Louisiana Baptist Conven-
tion Executive Director David 
Hankins and former SBC Ex-
ecutive Committee Chairman 
William Harrell, among oth-
ers.

Southern Baptist Theologi-
cal Seminary President R. Al-
bert Mohler Jr. and evangelical 
voter Ruth Malhotra, a millen-
nial Republican who opposed 
Trump, expressed support for 
Moore to The Journal.

Dwight McKissic, a black 
Southern Baptist pastor, said 
in a December blog post that 
talk of firing ERLC head 
Moore sends a message to 
ethnic minorities they are wel-
come in the Southern Baptist 
Convention only if they toe 
the political line.

McKissic said that “the 
lynch mob in SBC life” going 
after Moore for his criticism of 
President-elect Trump is taking 
cues from the president-elect, 
who during the campaign de-
scribed Moore on Twitter as 
“truly a terrible representative 
of evangelicals” and a “nasty 
guy with no heart.”

“We shouldn’t give Trump 
that kind of influence over our 
Convention,” McKissic said. 
“We shouldn’t by default say 
to the public we value loyalty 
to the Republican brand over a 
critical evaluation of a Repub-
lican nominee for president.”

In The Journal article, Gra-
ham, pastor of Prestonwood 
Baptist Church in Plano, 
Texas, and a member of 
Trump's advisory team, cited 
Moore's criticism of Trump 
during the presidential cam-
paign for alleged “disrespect-
fulness towards Southern 
Baptists and other evangelical 
leaders, past and present.”

“It's disheartening that 
this election has created this 
kind of divisiveness,” Graham 
said, adding Prestonwood is 
“considering making major 
changes in our support of the 
Southern Baptist Conven-
tion,” presumably a reference 
to designating financial gifts 
to specific SBC causes rather 
than giving through the Co-
operative Program, Southern 
Baptists’ unified channel of 
supporting missions and min-
istries in America and world-
wide, including the ERLC.

Hankins told The Journal he 
knows of churches that “have 
said they are going to” divert 
their giving away from the 
ERLC.

Harrell, Executive Com-
mittee chair from 2006-08, 
made a similar assertion about 
churches potentially withhold-
ing funds from the ERLC in a 
Nov. 15 blog post, stating the 
ERLC “was never meant to be 

a political voice which would 
promote a certain candidate or 
... discourage people from vot-
ing for another one.”

As examples of allegedly 
inappropriate statements 
by Moore, Harrell, a retired 
Georgia pastor, cited a Sept. 
2015 New York Times op-ed, in 
which Moore argued “evangeli-
cals and other social conserva-
tives” must “repudiate every-
thing they believe” to support 
Trump, and a Jan. 2016 Roll 
Call article that quoted Moore 
as stating, “Ted Cruz is leading 
in the ‘Jerry Falwell’ wing [of 
evangelicalism], Marco Rubio 
is leading the ‘Billy Graham’ 
wing and Trump is leading the 
‘Jimmy Swaggart’ wing.”

Former Republican presi-
dential candidate and Arkan-
sas Baptist Mike Huckabee 
wrote in an email, “I am utter-
ly stunned that Russell Moore 
is being paid by Southern Bap-
tists to insult them.”

Supporting Moore, Mohler 
told The Journal, “I know his 
heart and his character and his 
love for the Southern Baptist 
Convention. I also have confi-
dence in his ability to serve all 
Southern Baptists as president 
of the Ethics and Religious 
Liberty Commission.”

This article was compiled from 
reporting by Baptist Press.



www.arkansasbaptist.org 3   

Digest
Stories of interest 

to Arkansas Baptists 

For more ABN Digest, go to 
arkansasbaptist.org/abn-digest

Powell, former Annuity 
Board president, dies

TYLER, Texas (BP) – Paul 
Powell, former president of 
the Southern Baptist Con-
vention’s Annuity Board, 
died Dec. 28 following 
a stroke earlier in the 

m o n t h . 
He was 
83.

In ad-
dition to 
l e a d i n g 
the Annu-
ity Board 
(later re-
n a m e d 
G u i d e -

Stone Financial Resourc-
es) from 1990-97, Powell 
pastored Green Acres 
Baptist Church in Tyler, 
Texas, 17 years; served as 
president of the Baptist 
General Convention of 
Texas in the mid-1980s; 
chaired Baylor University’s 
board of regents; and be-
came dean of Baylor’s Tru-
ett Theological Seminary 
in 2001.

GuideStone President 
O.S. Hawkins, Powell’s im-
mediate successor, called 
him “a strong advocate for 
our participants through-
out his tenure” at the 
helm of Southern Baptists’ 
financial services entity.

“He guided the Annu-
ity Board with integrity 
and skill,” Hawkins said 
in a statement. “When 
we took over stewardship 
of this ministry, he was a 
trusted adviser and made 
the transition in leader-
ship as seamless as pos-
sible. Our prayers and our 
hearts go out to his family 
during these days.”

Prior to his Annuity 
Board presidency, Powell 
led Green Acres Baptist to 
grow from approximately 
700 in Sunday school to 
3,000. The congregation 
baptized 202 people dur-
ing his final full year as 
pastor and was active in 
international missions, 
particularly in Belize, ac-
cording to a 1989 Baptist 
Press report.

Arkansans to speak at SBC pastors’ conf.
Focus on ethnic, smaller churches

Meek

Andrews

PHOENIX – The Southern 
Baptist Convention (SBC) Pas-
tors' Conference June 11-12 
in Phoenix will look and feel 
quite a bit different from past 
years.

Mega-church pastors fa-
miliar to SBC messengers for 
many years from the speaker 
program are being replaced 
with what organizers are de-
scribing as “ethnically diverse 
leaders from average-size 
churches.”

On Sunday morn-
ings in the ballroom of 
a New Orleans coun-
try club, Ryan Rice Sr. 
preaches to about 55 
worshippers – repre-
senting black, white 
and Hispanic ethnici-
ties – at the Southern 
Baptist church he 
founded in 2015. The 
full-time pastor seeking his 
first seminary degree is among 
12 leaders chosen to preach 
at the 2017 Southern Baptist 
Convention Pastors' Confer-
ence June 11-12 in Phoenix.

“I was humbled and sur-
prised at being selected as a 
speaker for the pastors' con-
ference,” said Rice, pastor of 
Life Church. “This is such 
a great honor to be on stage 
with other great men of God 
who have a desire to see Christ 
exalted.”

Rice, an African American, 
is among a culturally diverse 
line-up of pastors including six 
Anglo, three African Ameri-
cans, one Jamaican American, 
a Cuban American and an 
Asian American. And nearly 
all pastor churches that aver-

age well under 500 in Sunday 
morning worship attendance, 
said Pastors' Conference Presi-
dent Dave Miller.

Meek, Andrews to speak
Among those scheduled to 

preach at the Pastors’ Confer-
ence are two Arkansas pastors.

Jimmy Meek is pastor of 
Immanuel Baptist Church in 
El Dorado, a primarily Anglo 
church.

“It is both hum-
bling and exciting to 
be chosen to preach at 
the SBC Pastor's Con-
ference in Phoenix,” 
Meek said in written 
comments provided 
to the Arkansas Baptist 
News (ABN). “I have 
been blessed over the 
years to hear sermons 
from our Convention's 

most gifted preachers from 
our large churches like Johnny 
Hunt, Steve Gaines, J.D. Gree-
ar and James Merritt, etc., but 
I have often told people the 
best preacher in the Conven-
tion may be out in the middle 
of nowhere preaching faith-
fully every week.”

Meek added, “It is comfort-
ing as a preacher from a small-
er church to know someone 
may preach the gospel better, 
but nobody preaches a better 
gospel.”

Jamar Andrews is pastor 
of Word Baptist Church in 
Jonesboro, a primarily African 
American church.

“I am humbled and excit-
ed to serve the Lord and the 
Southern Baptist Convention. 
I pray that the Lord will use 

all the preachers to equip and 
encourage those who will be in 
attendance. I am excited about 
the direction of the confer-
ence, and I count it an honor 
and a blessing to be selected,” 
said Andrews in written 
comments to the ABN.

The selection of pas-
tors to preach at the 
2017 event was the re-
sult of an intentional at-
tempt to choose ethni-
cally diverse leaders of 
“average-size” Southern 
Baptist churches, Miller 
said.

“I'm hoping to demonstrate 
that the Southern Baptist 
Convention has some great re-
sources in churches of 150 and 
200 and 250 people,” Miller 
said. “The smaller churches 
have some really high-quality 
leadership.”

The conference speaker se-
lection team is not opposed 
to mega-church pastors, Miller 
said, but simply chose to show-
case the resources available in 
the average-size church. He 
also hopes the change will en-
courage the majority of South-
ern Baptist pastors.

“Just because a church is 
small doesn't mean that the 
leadership is bad or that it's 
defective,” Miller said. “There 
are some great guys out there 
laboring in [average-size] 
churches that because of the 
community, or because of 
some reason, the church stays 
a certain size.”

In addition to Rice, Meek 
and Andrews, other speak-
ers – with ethnicity and SBC 
Annual Church Profile aver-

age attendance as available 
– are Jose Abella, Providence 
Road Baptist Church, Miami, 
Cuban American, 217; Mi-
chael Allen, Uptown Baptist 
Church, Chicago, Jamaican 

American, 164; Bart 
Barber, First Baptist 
Church, Farmersville, 
Texas, Anglo, 375; 
David Choi, Church 
of the Beloved in 
Chicago,  Asian 
American, 400; Chris 
Davis, Groveton Bap-
tist Church, Alex-
andria, Va., Anglo; 

Shane Hall, First Southern 
Baptist Church, Oklahoma 
City, Okla., Anglo, 687; John 
Onwuchekwa, Cornerstone 
Church in Atlanta, African 
American; Spencer Plumlee, 
Riverview Baptist Church, 
Osage Beach, Mo., Anglo, 
300; and Nathan Rose, Lib-
erty Baptist Church, Liberty, 
Mo., Anglo, 171. Attendance 
numbers were not available for 
newest church plants.

There are many quality 
Southern Baptist expository 
preachers, Miller said.

“We just felt like it was time 
for the churches that com-
prise the Southern Baptist 
Convention to take a shot at 
this,” said Miller, who pastors 
Southern Hills Baptist Church 
in Sioux City, Iowa, with an 
average Sunday attendance of 
140. A total of 150 preachers 
were nominated as speakers, 
according to Pastors' Confer-
ence statistics.

This story was compiled from 
reporting by Baptist Press and the 
Arkansas Baptist News.

College City merger benefits WBC

The Williams Baptist College logo is 
included on the City of Walnut Ridge 
administrative building sign.

WALNUT RIDGE – Williams 
Baptist College (WBC) has 
long called Walnut Ridge its 
home. Now, it’s official. The 
merger of College City into 
Walnut Ridge took effect as 
the clock struck midnight on 
New Year’s Day. 

“The merger will not only 
secure better services for our 
students, but also reflects a 
growing and positive rela-
tionship with our neighbors 
in Walnut Ridge,” said Tom 
Jones, president of WBC. 

Voters in both cities ap-
proved the merger by a wide 

margin in a special election 
May 10, 2016. The Williams 
Board of Trustees endorsed 
the consolidation, and College 
City Mayor Paul Rhoads and 
Walnut Ridge Mayor Charles 
Snapp also backed it. 

“We are excited to see all of 
Walnut Ridge move forward 
together,” Snapp said. “WBC 
has always been a huge asset to 
our community, and now we 
are very pleased to welcome 
them, and all of College City, 
as an official part of Walnut 
Ridge. This is a great sign of 
progress and cooperation.”

In many ways, the transition 
will be little noticed. Walnut 
Ridge was already the official 
mailing address for WBC and 
the rest of College City, and 
Walnut Ridge provided water 
and sewer service, as well as 
fire protection, in College 
City.

But there will be some no-
table changes in both towns. 
College City residents will 
now have full-time city police 
protection, plus a larger and 
better-equipped street depart-
ment to deal with infrastruc-
ture needs.

Powell
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Living for the moment in 2017

Volume 116, Number 1
USPS08021

Member of the Association 
of State Baptist Publications
Arkansas Press Association

Evangelical Press Association

Telling the story of
Arkansas Baptists since 1901

Tim Yarbrough, editor/exec. director
Jeanie Weber, administrative assistant

Caleb Yarbrough, associate editor
Margaret Colson, writer/copy editor

Barbara Vick, circulation coordinator
Mikyla Osman, intern

Advertising: ads@arkansasbaptist.org 

Phone 501-376-4791, ext. 5161  
Toll-free 800-838-2272, ext. 5161 

Arkansas Baptist News (ISSN 1040-6056) is 
published bi-weekly except the last issue of 
the year (25 issues) by the Arkansas Baptist 
Newsmagazine, Inc., 10 Remington Drive, 

Little Rock, AR 72204. 
SUBSCRIPTION rates are $7.75 per 

year (Every Resident Family Plan), $8.75 per 
year (Group Plan), $15 per year (Individual). 
Arkansas Baptist News, 10 Remington Drive, 

Little Rock, AR 72204.; phone 501-376-4791; 
toll-free 800-838-2272; email: abn@arkansas-
baptist.org. Periodical Postage paid at Little 
Rock, AR. LETTERS TO THE EDITOR: 
Send Letters to the Editor to tim@arkansas-
baptist.org or to our mailing address. Letters 
must be typed, doublespaced and 300 words 
or less (fewer words the better). Letters must be 
signed and marked “for publication” and may 
be edited to fit space requirements. POST-
MASTER: Send address changes to Arkansas 

Baptist News, 10 Remington Drive, Little 
Rock, AR 72204. BOARD OF DIREC-
TORS: Bob Beach, Little Rock, president; 
Doug Hibbard, vice president; Stephanie 
Copes, Crossett, secretary; James Bryant, Har-
rison; Danny Allen, Rison; Jennifer Booth, 
Little Rock; Carey Trickey, Judsonia; Mike 
McCoy, Hoxie; Mike Sheets, Texarkana; Mike 
Vinson, Corning; Juel Zeiser, Hot Springs 
Village; Tommy Jacobs, Lexa; Larry Killian, 
Hampton; S. D. Hacker, Sage.

sin, but of human excess 
and materialism. Corporate 
America has jumped on the 
bandwagon, turning Christ-
mas into Santa and “getting 
as much as you can now.”

For unbelievers, the holiday 
meant to commemorate the 

miraculous 
birth of Jesus 
gets lost amid 
the Christmas 
trees, presents, 
and eggnog.

The reality is this is nothing 
new. Scripture says there were 
opposing views of Jesus’ birth 
from the very beginning.

Matthew 2:1-12 recounts 
both the visit of the wise men, 
who brought expensive gifts 
to celebrate the birth of the 
newborn King, while the secu-
lar king, Herod, plotted to kill 
Jesus because He threatened 
his worldly kingdom.

Therefore, living for the 

A preacher goes into a 
bar and says, “Anybody 

who wants to go to heaven, 
stand up.” Everybody stands 
up except for a drunk in the 
corner. The preacher says,  
“Friend, don’t you want to go 
to heaven when you die?” The 
drunk says,  
“When I die? 
Sure. I thought 
you were tak-
ing a load up 
now.”

The attempt at evangelism 
by the preacher in the bar 
makes an important point 
about the condition of our 
world.

Think about it. We have 
just witnessed the most secu-
lar of holidays on the calen-
dar: It’s called Christmas.

I say that because Christ-
mas for many people isn’t 
about Christ and the promise 
of eternal redemption from 

moment should have an en-
tirely different meaning for 
Christians than non-believers.

Here are some of the ways 
I want to live for the moment 
in 2017:

– Listen, rather than talk.
– Give a fellow motorist the 

right of way.
– Be patient.
– Carefully study Scripture 

instead of simply reading 
through it.

–  Be slow to anger and ex-
tend more love.

– Seek to serve, rather than 
to be served.

So what does “living for the 
moment” mean for you in 
2017?

Celebrating Christmas each 
year should have a deep and 
introspective meaning each 
and every year and not just 
something we blindly cele-
brate because it provides time 
off from work, festivity, food, 

presents and fellowship with 
family and friends.

After all, the birth of Jesus 
points to our sinful nature 
and God’s need to come to 

earth to rescue wicked men 
living for the moment from 
eternal damnation.

Tim Yarbrough is editor/execu-
tive director of the ABN.

Cartoon by Gary Thomas

Pressing On
Tim Yarbrough
Phil. 3:14

Word of the year for 2016: ‘Post-truth’
P ost-truth sounds oxymo-

ronic, doesn’t it? Well, 
regardless of how it sounds, 
get used to it. It has been 
declared by Oxford Dictionar-
ies to be the 
“word of the 
year” for 2016. 
And, its usage 
has and will 
continue to 
show up with 
ever-increasing 
frequency.  

Generally speaking, post-
truth describes a situation in 
which one places a higher pre-
mium on his or her feelings 
or subjective opinions than 
on facts. Oxford Dictionaries’ 
editors define it as, “relating 
to or denoting circumstances 

in which objective facts are 
less influential in shaping 
public opinion than appeals 
to emotion and personal be-
lief.”

The word 
is particularly 
apropos in 
our world 
where feel-
ings govern so 
much of what 
people think. 

Just reflect on how often 
people begin stating their 
positions with the worn intro-
duction, “I feel.”  “I feel it’s 
a woman’s right to choose.” 
“I feel that if two people truly 
love and are committed to 
one another, they have every 
right to have their marriage 

recognized by the state as le-
gitimate, irrespective of their 
gender.” I could add more ex-
amples, but you get the point, 
right?

For believers, here’s why 
this phenomenon of post-
truth dialogue is so danger-
ous. It elevates subjective feel-
ings to the point where they 
have moral equivalency to 
the objective truth. So, when 
we cite Scripture for many 
of the foundational truths 
upon which salvation and 
righteous living are based, it 
won’t ring true for many who 
believe their subjective truth 
is equally valid.  

However, the real risk is 
how the truth will become op-
tional for many in the church. 

Results of many recent polls 
and surveys indicate that a 
greater percentage of church 
members are willing to ques-
tion the veracity of Scripture 
in a number of issues; therein 
lies the greatest threat to our 
task of fulfilling the Great 
Commission.

When one’s approach to 
God’s Word is like a cafeteria 
plan – where you can take a 
little of this and reject a little 
of that – it makes it a little 
hard to take that person or 
his message seriously.  

Here is what we must know 
and embrace. God is inca-
pable of lying (Num. 23:19; 
Titus 1:2; Heb. 6:18). He is a 
God of Truth, and His Word 
is true. Those who deny the 

absolute, immutable truth of 
Scripture dishonor God by 
casting doubt on the trustwor-
thiness of His revelations.

There is great peril in ac-
cepting the validity of post-
truth thinking. We believers 
must eschew it at every turn. 
John MacArthur, in his book 
“The Inerrant Word,” said, 
“The evangelical movement 
has no shortage of … self-
styled apologists who seem 
to think that the way to win 
the world is to embrace what-
ever theories are currently in 
vogue … and reframe our view 
of Scripture to fit this worldly 
‘wisdom.’ The Bible is treated 
like Silly Putty, pressed and 

Faith & Ethics
Larry Page

See ‘POST-TRUTH’ page 6
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Looking back
A s 2016 drew to a close, my husband added a couple 

of sheets of paper to the stack that contained my 
Bible, devotional book, journal and planner. My first 
glance at the pages led to excitement. I saw “worksheet” 
and “looking back” and knew that the pages held ques-
tions and prompts for a systematic evaluation of the previ-
ous year. I like systematic. I like worksheets and guides. 
These things help me process and actually motivate the 
oft-sluggish creative side of my personality. 

The more I read through the work-
sheet, however, the more agitated I felt. 
Why? Because it was so – well – positive. 
The entire exercise was set up to make 
me think positively about the year – to 
force me to remember the good and the 
progress. 

The agitation surprised me, to be honest. I prefer to be 
positive. But, I was not feeling it that morning. As I read 
questions asking about the best thing from the year and 
the most fun moment, all I could conjure up was negative. 
The goals I had set and not achieved. The things I had 
neglected to accomplish. The things I did accomplish, but 
not successfully (in my opinion, at least). The exercise was 
intended to encourage and motivate me. Instead, I felt 
frustrated and disheartened even before truly processing 
through the questions. 

I could have stopped right there. It was tempting. In-
stead, I set aside a time to work through the prompts and 
seriously consider my answers. It was not always easy. But, 
the more I got into it, the more easily it flowed. Interest-

ingly enough, though, it did not flow because I was able to 
suddenly remember my own successes. Instead I began to 
see the moments when surrender, teamwork and discipline 
provided positive results. In other words, when I got my 
eyes off me and onto what God had been doing through 
me all year, I was able to process the positives.

Life in general often makes it much easier for us to re-
member the negatives than the positives. Our failures like 
to flash before our eyes much more quickly than our suc-

cesses. But, as I look through Scripture, I find 
something interesting. 

Man fails. Man seeks God’s forgiveness. 
God forgives. Then, God highlights how He 
works through the results. Again and again 
and again. 

Scripture is all about God’s successes. Even 
when man messes up so badly that it seems he has finally 
gone too far, God steps in and succeeds again, using man 
to accomplish those successes. 

Every success in my life is because of God’s handiwork. 
Every mess of mine that gets turned into something beau-
tiful is because of God. Every accomplishment, whether 
completed in orderly fashion or blundered into, is His 
doing. Because of Him, good things happened last year, 
and good things will happen in the coming year.

And they will be good not because they produce earthly 
happiness or success, but because they bring Him glory 
and further His kingdom.

Ann Hibbard is a member of East End Baptist Church in East 
End. Read her blog at annhibbard.com.

T ithing is the Old Testament 
understanding of steward-

ship (Mal. 3:8; Lev. 27:32). The 
word “tithe” means “tenth.” God 
commanded the Israelites to tithe 
their possessions to the Levites 
who served in the tabernacle. 
The Levites, in turn, gave a tithe 
as well (Num. 18:21, 25). Thus, 
the Israelites made sure that 
the Levites received appropriate 
compensation for their duties 
and that the tabernacle was well-
maintained.

Tithing was their foundation 
for giving, but it was never to be 
their limit. Like the dedication 
of the Sabbath, the first-born and 
the first fruits, tithing was a syn-
ecdoche, in which the part repre-
sented the whole. Consequently, 
the Israelites were mere stewards 
of their belongings, not owners 
of them. God called them to be 
charitable, especially to those who 
had nothing (Deut. 15:11).

Assuming the church’s fiscal 
responsibility and integrity, its 
members should be generous giv-
ers.  Unfortunately, most church 
members only give about 2.5 
percent of their income. While 
it may not be exciting to pay the 
church’s bills, it is necessary. 
When a church does not pay its 
debts, a domino effect can occur 
that can cause much pain and 
grief to church staff and members 
alike.

In the book of Malachi, tithing 
was not so much the problem as 
was their lackluster devotion to 
God (Mal. 1:7-8). Because the 
people did not understand God’s 
gift to them, they were unwill-
ing to give to God.  Had they 
understood God’s amazing love 
and grace, they would have given 
all they had to God’s work in the 
Temple.

Frankly, your pastor preaches 
on tithing because your church 
members should be more gener-
ous. In Exodus 36, the Israelites 
gave so many offerings that Moses 
ordered them to stop giving.  
They definitely understood how 
to be generous. Modern churches 
should have the same problem.

Ken Gore is H.E. Williams profes-
sor of religion chair, and chairman of 
the department of Christian studies at 
Williams Baptist College.

Uncovered Dish
Ann Hibbard

Baptists Ask
Ken Gore

 Why does my pastor  
preach on tithing?  

‘Greetings’
W e rattled the village gate. Shortly thereafter, the 

gatekeeper arrived, and the long bantering greeting 
began. It was fascinating! The exchange of questions and 
answers, mostly regarding family, was so fast that it was as 
if the gatekeeper and our guide had rehearsed it for hours; 
yet, they had never met. Suddenly the gatekeeper stopped, 
turned and walked away. Our guide’s face fell; we were not 
getting in.

I was leading a research backpacking 
team in West Africa, conducting mis-
sional research among a little-known 
subset of the Dogon people. We had 
enlisted the help of a Dogon guide from 
Mali, but, we were not in Mali; we were 
in northern Burkina Faso. Our guide’s traditional Dogon 
greeting was somewhat different than that of this Dogon 
group. He had “messed up” the greeting. 

Greetings in church life can be that way, especially for 
first-time attenders. Your church, like 
mine, has gatekeepers, whether they 
are formally assigned or not. Without 
even realizing it, they can create an 
impression that turns a first-time guest 
away. Here is a short list of helpful tips 
to assist your church in greeting first-
time guests.

1) Establish a pool of greeters. Be 
sure that greeters are well-trained and 
stationed at each entrance. If you 
think that having established greeters 
is unnecessary, just remember this: 
You know that person in your church 
whom you hope a first-time guest will 
never encounter? Well, count on that 
person encountering that guest. Be 
proactive and preemptive by giving that 
first-time guest a healthy first impres-

sion.
2) Greeters should be cheerful, but not fake; conver-

sational, but not chatty; and warm, but not creepy. This 
takes careful selection and regular training.

3) Greeters should be armed with knowledge of the 
building, staff, service and event times and locations. 
Greeters should always be ready to joyfully accompany 

guests to where they need to go.
4) Greets should have an “eye” for first-tim-

ers. In a smaller church it is easier to identify a 
new face. The larger the church, the more diffi-
cult it is. While training can help greeters learn 
how to look for first-timers, the best greeters 
just have a knack for it. They will tell you that 

first-time guests just have a certain look. They can’t tell you 
what it is; they just know it when they see it. If you have 
that gift, you should be a greeter.

5) Greeters should genuinely care for people. You know 
that “turn to your neighbor and shake their 
hand thing” some churches do? It is important 
to know that while many church people love 
the greeting, most members in their 20s and 
30s find it contrived and a bit weird. I’m not 
saying that if you do it, you need to stop. Just 
be aware that it is not nearly as meaningful to 
the younger crowd and that great effort is nec-
essary to make it seem real and genuine.

We did finally get into the village in north-
ern Burkina Faso. Our guide groveled and was 
given another chance. However, they did not 
allow us to sleep in the guest hut. We had to 
sleep with the goats that night. Yes, greetings 
are important, and first impressions are power-
ful.

Eric W. Ramsey is an evangelism and mission 
strategist and serves as associate pastor of First Bap-
tist Church, Fort Smith.

Answering  
the Call
Eric Ramsey
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D oes my food hit Jesus 
on the way down?” In 

2008, my then 4-year-old 
son asked this question of 
me one Saturday as he ate 
lunch sitting at our kitchen 
counter. 

“Huh?” I thought. I 
turned toward him as he 
repeated the question. I 
realized he 
was thinking 
of language 
he’d heard 
in our fam-
ily or faith 
context 
about “asking Jesus into 
your heart.” He envisioned 
a tiny, physical Jesus in 
his heart and worried that 
Jesus was going to be coated 
with Cheetos. 

After understanding the 
question, I struggled to 
respond and found I didn’t 
really know how to convey 
the idea of trusting Jesus in 
a more age-appropriate way. 
I did the best I could in the 
moment but wondered why 
I was having such a hard 
time articulating this foun-
dational concept in a way 
that would make sense to 
my young son. 

Pondering that and 

Ouachita 
Baptist
Rebecca Jones 

other conversations with my 
sons eventually led me to a 
research project that explored 
parent-child communica-
tion about Christian faith 
and spirituality. The project 
allowed me to interview 19 
parents and 23 children from 
10 Arkansas families while 
seeking to understand their 

experiences. 
The parents 

I met cared 
deeply about 
the spiritual 
directions of 
their chil-

dren’s lives. I also learned that 
parents often found speaking 
with their children about 
matters of faith challenging. 
Moms and dads regularly 
noted feelings of fear or inad-
equacy. 

Interestingly, I found that 
children’s attitudes about 
spiritual topics overwhelm-
ingly reflected positive feel-
ings. They said they enjoyed 
conversations that centered 
on the things of God, includ-
ing those that involved ask-
ing questions. Their fearless 
curiosity and sense of wonder 
offer a model for seekers of 
any age.

My work at Ouachita gives 

me the opportunity to share 
my research with students in 
classes and other contexts. 
It’s a humbling experi-
ence to get to interact with 
students on these topics 
and to hear stories of their 
experiences. My students 
challenge and teach me, and 
I seek to do the same for 
them.

It is my hope that life 
at Ouachita cultivates at-
titudes among students that 
are compatible with those I 
discovered in the children I 
met through this research. I 
believe the educational en-
vironment at Ouachita can 
point interested students 
toward fearless curiosity and 
wonder about God. 

I hope that students feel 
invited to speak about their 
beliefs and that they are 
willing to hear the beliefs 
of others. I pray students 
are encouraged to see that 
which is spiritual as con-
nected to all parts of their 
lives as they benefit from 
an environment intent on 
nurturing a love of God and 
a love of learning. 

Rebecca Jones is associate 
professor of communications at 
Ouachita Baptist University.

OBU nurtures spiritual growth

continued from page 4
‘POST-TRUTH’
reshaped to suit the shifting 
interests of popular culture.”  
We must not allow that to 
happen.

Larry Page is executive director 
of the Arkansas Faith and Ethics 
Council.

Mary Turner, wife of former 
ABSC exec. director, dies

more children and youth who 
are growing up in today’s world 
with so many distractions and 
many who come from difficult, 
difficult situations.”

Through their gift, the Bon-
ners also provided a $100,000 
matching gift to the agency’s 
annual Thanksgiving Offer-
ing. Additional funds from the 
Bonners and Wolfe’s gifts will 
help agency leadership pursue 
architectural consultation in 
consideration of major capital 
needs at the Arkansas Baptist 
Home for Children in Mon-
ticello.

“At Arkansas Baptist Chil-
dren’s Homes and Family Min-
istries, we are overwhelmed 
with the generous gifts from 
longtime supporters, Mr. Win-
ston Wolfe and Mr. and Mrs. 
Charles Bonner,” said David 

Perry, ABCHomes executive 
director. 

“What a blessing to inter-
act with Winston, Charles 
and Genevieve as they went 
through the process of pro-
viding these gifts. I think they 
are as excited about making 
the gifts as we are in receiving 
them.”

Wolfe’s gift honors the 
memory of Royce Aston, his 
friend and former Arkansas 
Baptist Home for Children 
director, who served as social 
services/campus director of 
the Monticello home from 
1975 to 2002. 

“Royce was like a brother to 
me,” shared Wolfe. “I want to 
honor him with this gift ... and 
hopefully it will help children 
in need.”

The Bonner’s gift is given 
in memory of their parents, 
Charles F. and Jewel Mae Bon-
ner and Jim and Ethel Goff, as 
well as their daughter, Ethelyn 
Bonner Gaither.

ABSC Agencies

continued from page one
GIFTS

shops held from noon-1:30 
p.m. Tuesday, Jan. 31, will 
conclude the conference. 
Each workshop is targeted 
to church leaders, includ-
ing sessions for pastors,  
led by Cymbala; church 
planters, led by George Ross, 
SEND missionary and church 
planter, North American 
Mission Board, Alpharetta, 
Ga.; worship leaders, led by 
McKinney; student pastors, 
led by Jeff Borton, next gen-
eration pastor, Long Hollow 
Baptist Church, Henderson-
ville, Tenn.; preschool and 
children’s ministers, led by 
Bill Emeott, lead kids ministry 
specialist, LifeWay Christian 
Resources, Nashville, Tenn.; 
ministers’ wives, led by Diane 
Nix, from Contagious Joy Min-
istry; and prayer leaders, led by 
Gaines.

All sessions are free-of-

charge, but registration is re-
quested for the prayer focus 
and the workshops. Registra-
tion is available online at absc.
org/econference.

“Join me in praying 

continued from page one
RECHARGE

that this year all in atten-
dance will come ready to  
worship, ready to be encour-
aged, ready to be challenged 
and ready to hear from God,” 
said Bostick.

LITTLE ROCK – Mary Anita 
Moore Turner, wife of Emil 
Turner, former executive di-
rector of the Arkansas Baptist 
State Convention, died Dec. 
19 after a long battle with can-
cer. 

Turner was preceded in 
death by her parents and a 
son, Stephen Turner.

She is survived by her hus-
band of more than 40 years; 
two sons, Joel and Jonathan 
Turner; grandchildren and 
two sisters.

Turner graduated from 
Long Beach (Calif.) State Uni-
versity and earned a master’s 
degree through the Institute of 
Biblical Studies with Campus 
Crusade for Christ.

As a pastor’s wife, Turner 
moved with her husband to 
various church fields, filling 
her life with relationships that 
enriched her and her family.

As the wife of a Baptist state 

convention executive director, 
Turner prayed faithfully for 
the churches and church staff 
of Arkansas and for her hus-
band’s wisdom in ministry and 
safety in travel. She provided 
insights into ministry deci-
sions for her husband.

Missionaries in Europe 
and Asia also benefited from 
her commitment to the Great 
Commission of Jesus.

Funeral services were held 
Dec. 21 at Immanuel Baptist 
Church in Little Rock, fol-
lowed by burial Dec. 22 at 
the Bartholomew Methodist 
Church Cemetery in Bastrop, 
La.

Mary Turner, (center), the wife of re-
tired Arkansas Baptist State Convention 
(ABSC) executive director Emil Turner, 
is shown in a photo in 2012 when Emil 
Turner announced his retirement.
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Lisa Falknor
Special to the ABN

JONESBORO – He remem-
bers thinking they did not 
have much time. Most Japa-
nese exchange students attend-
ing Arkansas State University 
in Jonesboro stay at least a 
year; this student, Ayaka Uchi-
da, would be there only six 
months. Ross Burton and his 
wife Jane hoped for enough 
time to use their everyday 
lives in America as an inroad 
to share the gospel. And it 
worked. 

Burton baptized Uchida 

Dec. 4 at First Baptist Church, 
Jonesboro, a place where mem-
bers and college students con-
nect through an adopt-a-col-
lege student ministry. He has 
been a part of this ministry for 
17 years. 

“It’s not in my job descrip-
tion, and I have no training in 
international ministry,” said 
Burton, church administrator. 

The Burtons switched from 
adopting American students 
to adopting international stu-
dents four years ago. That deci-
sion led to a two-week vacation 
in Japan this past June, a trip 
where he and his wife had to 

Couple uses American culture  
to reach international students

depend solely on four of their 
international adopted students 
and their families to navigate 
the language and maneuver 
one of the busiest train sta-
tions in the world. 

“If we had tried that trip on 
our own, we would’ve been 
lost and not seen much at 
all,” Burton said. “We never 
would’ve attempted visiting a 
country other than one where 
they speak English, except for 
these kids we know.”  

Like his adopted “kids,” the 
Burtons finally understood 
how it felt to be in a foreign 
country and how valuable a 
host family providing practical 
assistance can be. 

“I’ve taught them to drive; 
I’ve taken them to Sam’s 
Club,” he said. He even shares 
his hunting spoils. “Yesterday, 
I sent out a message: ‘Anyone 
who wants to try deer meat 
for the first time, come to our 
house.’ I cooked up some very, 
very fresh venison.” 

Uchida took Burton up on 
his offer to hear a brief lesson 
on an American favorite pas-
time: football. Burton told her 
he’d watch a TV football game 
with her, pause it when she 

had questions and explain the 
sport play-by-play.     

After the football lesson, 
Burton used the drive back to 
her home to bring up Christi-
anity. 

“You’ve been coming to 
Sunday school and you have 
a Bible. Do you have any ques-
tions I can answer?” he asked. 
She had also attended weekly 
English-speaking classes spon-
sored by the Arkansas State 
University Baptist College 
Ministry.     

“Actually, I’ve decided to be-
come a follower of Jesus,” she 
said.   

“Really?” Burton exclaimed. 
He was so excited he couldn’t 
even drive and had to stop the 
car.      

Uchida represents one of 
6,480 international students 
in Arkansas, according to Tere-
sa “Bit” Stephens, who serves 
on Arkansas Baptists’ college 
and young leaders team.

“The church is in a position 
to reach the nations with the 
gospel right here in Arkansas, 
right now,” said Stephens. 
“Students come from very 
close-knit families. For Ameri-

International student Ayaka Uchida is baptized by Ross Burton, church administrator, 
First Baptist Church, Jonesboro. For four years Burton and his wife have reached out 
intentionally to international college students with the love of Christ.

See STUDENTS page 11
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2016
marijuana legal for some Ar-
kansans.

Un d e r  t h e 
amendment, the Ar-
kansas Department 
of Health will issue 
registration cards to 
qualifying patients 
while the Alcoholic 
Beverage Control 
Division will oversee 
the dispensaries and 
growing facilities.

2. 1,132 leave IMB in his-
toric ‘reset’ – March 10

In an historic move, the 
Southern Baptist Interna-
tional Mission Board (IMB) 
decreased its mission force by 
21 percent in an effort to cut 
overhead from years of self-
imposed overspending, 
IMB President David 
Platt announced at the 
entity’s Feb. 24 meet-
ing.

The announced 
reduction of field per-
sonnel came following the 
elimination of 33 percent of 
IMB stateside staff Jan. 13, 
2016, with many located in 
the agency’s Richmond head-
quarters. Among those losing 
their jobs in Richmond were 
30 IMB communications per-
sonnel. 

A total of 983 missionar-
ies out of a worldwide force 
of about 4,800 accepted en-
hanced retirement incentives 
in the fall of 2015. Another 
149 stateside staff out of about 
450 accepted similar packages 
based on age and years of ser-
vice, said Platt, bringing the 
staff downsizing total to 1,132. 
The agency expects to operate 
a balanced budget for 2017.

In other IMB news, re-
sponding to reports that over-
seas baptisms for 2015 were at 
their lowest level since 1969, 
Platt said that the decreases re-
flect changes in data-reporting 

methods and missions strat-
egy, not a lack of evangelistic 
ministry.

Also, another notable IMB 
report highlighted that the 

2015 Lottie Moon offering 
totaled $165.8 million – the 
highest total in the 127-year 
history of the offering, surpass-
ing the previous all-time record 
of $154 million in 2013.

3. Camp Siloam receives $1 
million gift – Nov. 3

When Arkansas Baptists 
Charles and Genevieve Bon-
ner heard about the hundreds 
of young lives transformed 
spiritually each year at Camp 
Siloam, they decided to make 
a “transformative gift” of $1 
million to help the Arkansas 
Baptist camp build a desper-
ately needed new dining hall.

The current 93-year-
old dining hall had to 
be replaced, according 
to a structural engi-
neer, health inspector 
and fire marshal, but 
the price tag for doing 
so was estimated to be 
in the millions, which 
would necessitate a 
“transformative gift” 
to meet the lofty goal, said 
Jason Wilkie, Camp Siloam 
executive director.

On Oct. 1, 2016, after tour-
ing the camp with their adult 
children, the Bonners told 

Wilkie they wanted to give $1 
million to the Feed My Sheep 
campaign, which had a goal of 
$3.4 million to build the new 
dining hall.

“I know the im-
portance of a camp 
and how God can 
use counselors to 
share the Lord,” said 
Bonner, who added 
that the need for a 
new dining hall was 
“life or death for 
the ministry of the 
camp.” 

More than 600 
Arkansas Baptists have given 
to the campaign.

In mid-December the Bon-
ners made another sizeable 
gift, that of $767,000, to the 
Arkansas Baptist Children’s 
Homes and Family Ministries 
(ABCHomes) to meet the 

needs of foster children 
and provide start-up 
money for the “Con-
nected” Foster Care 
Ministry in Sebastian 
County, which has more 
children in need of a 

foster home than any county 
in the state, according to Ar-
kansas Division of Children 
and Families Services (DCFS) 
statistics (see related stories 
page 1).

In a third example of his-
toric generosity, Cross Church 
in northwest Arkansas com-
mitted to give $1.1 million 

through the Coopera-
tive Program (CP) in 
fiscal year 2016-17. The 
commitment marks 
a full 10 percent in-
crease from its 2015-16 
CP gifts of $1 million. 
The $1.1 million com-
mitment makes Cross 
Church among the top 
three churches in the 

SBC in terms of CP giving.
4. Ben Sells named 16th 

president of Ouachita Baptist 
– April 21

Ben R. Sells was named the 
16th president of Ouachita 

Baptist University (OBU) 
April 7, 2016. Sells is the first 
OBU president in six decades 
without direct ties to the insti-
tution prior to serving as its 
chief leader.

Sells, a Missouri native, pre-
viously served as vice president 
for university advancement for 
Taylor University in Upland, 
Ind. In addition to his higher 
education experience, Sells 
served as vice 
president for 
Avis Industrial 
Corporation, co-
ordinator of the 
Internat ional 
Learning Center 
of the IMB and 
director of the 
IMB’s Interna-
tional Center for Excellence 
in Leadership.

He has a bachelor of sci-

ence degree from Southwest 
Baptist University in Bolivar, 
Mo., as well as a master of arts 
and doctorate in philosophy 
from University of Missouri 
in Columbia, Mo. 

5. ABSC to move closer to 
historic 50-50 CP split – Aug. 
25

The Arkansas Baptist State 
Convention (ABSC) approved 
a recommendation on Aug. 

16, 2016, to con-
tinue to increase 
the amount of 

CP dollars sent 
out of state to 

Southern Bap-
tist Convention 
causes. In a vote 
of 67-1 members 
of the ABSC Ex-

ecutive Board approved a rec-
ommendation by the Budget 
Formula Study Committee to 

Sells
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increase the amount Arkansas 
Baptists send to Southern Bap-
tist causes from 43.77 
percent to 45.82 per-
cent by 2022.

The recommenda-
tion was subsequently 
approved by messen-
gers at the ABSC An-
nual Meeting, Oct. 25-
26, at Immanuel Bap-
tist Church in Little 
Rock.

6. Alcohol-church 
debate erupts after pastor 
fired – Aug. 11

Alcohol consumption has 
long been a hot topic for dis-
cussion among Southern Bap-
tists. With the 2016 termina-
tion of high-profile South Car-
olina pastor Perry Noble, be-
cause of “increased reliance on 
alcohol,” among other factors, 
the topic has recently jumped 
back into the denominational 
spotlight.

In the ABN Podcast 53, 
host Bill Bumpas talked with 
ABSC staff Dave McClung 
and Chad Grigsby, as well as 

Paul Hudson, pastor of one-
Church in Conway about the 

Church’s stand on 
alcohol and how to 
deal with church lead-
ers who are struggling 
with alcohol. 

McClung, who 
serves on the ABSC 
church planting team, 
stated that, while ab-
staining from alcohol 
“has been the histor-
ic position” among 

Southern Baptists, the historic 
perspective seems 
to be changing, 
particularly among 
young church 
leaders. For many 
young church 
planters, “alcohol 
is a non-issue,” 
echoed Grigsby, 
who also serves on 
the ABSC church 
planting team. 
Most would see 
the biblical prohi-
bition on alcohol 
not on consump-

tion but on drunkenness, he 
said.

Pastor Hudson said that 
his church asks church leaders 
not to consume alcohol and, 
instead, urges a “passionate 
chasing after God-likeness.”

7. Former ABSC staffer to 
lead WMU – Aug. 11

Sandra Wisdom-Martin, 
executive director of Woman’s 
Missionary Union (WMU) of 
Texas, was unanimously elect-
ed executive director/treasurer 
of WMU, SBC, by the WMU 

Executive Board 
during a special 
called meeting 
July 29-30 in Bir-
mingham, Ala. 

Prior to lead-
ing WMU of 
Texas since 2010, 
Wisdom-Martin 
served as wom-
en’s missions and 
ministries direc-
tor for the Illinois 
Baptist State Con-
vention, 2001-
2010; and as Co-

operative Program missionary 
with the ABSC, 1991-2001. 

8. Williams Baptist College 
celebrates 75th anniversary – 
Nov. 17

Williams Baptist College 
in Walnut Ridge celebrated 
its 75th anniversary in 2016. 
First started on Sept. 10, 1941, 
as Southern Baptist College in 
Pocahontas with 42 students, 
the college’s main building 
was destroyed by fire in 1946, 
necessitating a move to Wal-
nut Ridge, which has been 
home to the college ever since. 

The college became a part 
of the ABSC in 1968. In 1984, 
Southern Baptist College be-
came a four-year college, and in 
1991 the college was renamed 
Williams Baptist College in 
honor of college founder H.E. 
Williams. In 2012 Tom Jones 
was named the sixth president 
of Williams Baptist College.

9. 200-plus saved on Hon-
duras mission trip – Feb. 25 

218 saved on FBC, Beebe, 
mission to Neb., Wyo. – Aug. 
11

In 2016 
A r k a n s a s 
B a p t i s t s 
s e r v e d 
on mis -
sion teams 
throughout 
the world, 
s e e i n g 
hundred s 
of people 
m a k i n g 
professions 
of faith in 
Jesus.

Twenty-seven 
individuals from 
First Baptist 
Church, McGe-
hee, joined with 
a number of 
others to hold medical, den-
tal and optometry clinics in 
Honduras. In total, the group 
saw 207 people make first-time 
professions of faith in Jesus 
Christ, and 427 children at-
tended vacation Bible school. 
While there, the mission team 

distributed 880 New Testa-
ments and 96 Bibles.

In the 2016 summer mis-
sion trip of First Baptist 
Church, Beebe, to Nebraska 
and Wyoming, 216 people 
made professions of faith. Vo-
cational evangelist and mem-
ber of First Baptist, Beebe, 
C.W. Blood said that it’s time 
for churches to stop saying that 
non-Christians should come 
to them but rather say, “’We 
are the church; we are coming 
to you.’ What if we went out 
every day and made every day 
of life a mission trip?” 

10. DR deploys to La./
N.C. for back-to-back disaster 
relief – Sept./Oct.

Arkansas Baptist disaster re-
lief volunteers served in back-
to-back flooding relief efforts 
in Louisiana and North Caro-
lina. Louisianans, crippled by 
historic flooding in mid-Au-
gust, discovered devastation, 
yet hope, as DR volunteers 
arrived to assist with flood 
recovery efforts and share the 
gospel of Jesus Christ. Volun-

teer Doug 
L e h m a n 
said that 
A r k a n s a s 
Baptist DR 
volunteers 
“ c o m e 
a longs ide 
s u f f e r i n g 
people and 
give them 
an answer 
for their 
souls.”

Just a few 
weeks later, 
Arkansas Bap-
tist DR volun-
teers headed 
to North Caro-
lina, which ex-

perienced massive flooding, 
road closures and power out-
ages as a result of Hurricane  
Matthew. The volunteers as-
sisted with flood relief, offered 
hot meals to those affected 
and shared the gospel of Jesus 
Christ.

Wisdom-Martin
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Cultural Collision Lead>Defend Conference Feb. 25
CONWAY – How should 
Christian college students and 
young leaders respond when a 
confused culture collides with 
their biblical worldview? 

The answer to that question 
is among the topics discussed 
at the Cultural Collision 
Lead>Defend Confer-
ence hosted on the 
campus of University 
of Central Arkansas in 
Conway Feb. 25. 

“It's time for the 
church to have a solidly 
Christian understand-
ing of how to interact 
with secular culture,” 
said Walter Strickland, 
conference speaker and theol-
ogy professor at Southeastern 
Baptist Theological Seminary. 
He said secular culture con-
fronts believers with its own 
view of powerful deities.

“The secular culture gives a 
bunch of worldviews and little 
‘g’ gods that parade around as 
idols,” he said.

Since it's subtle, most don't 
see this for what it is, Strick-

land said, adding that though 
the culture does not ask peo-
ple to bow down to these gods, 
that's what culture is doing tac-
itly. 

Strickland will address this 
challenge biblically in the con-
ference, which is sponsored by 

the Arkansas Baptist 
State Convention col-
lege and young leaders 
team.

“Students don't 
have a healthy un-
derstanding of the 
Scriptures,” he said. 
“They're drawn to 
secular ideologies, or 
they place additional 

sources alongside the Bible. 
They don't see the Scriptures 
as answering the questions of 
the day.”

The answer, said Strick-
land, is to teach students that 
the Scripture is “authoritative 
and sufficient for life and god-
liness,” which is especially im-
portant for students because 
they are in the “most formative 
years of their lives. 

“A lot of decisions they're 
making as late teens or in their 
earlier adulthood are setting 
the trajectory for the rest of 
their lives. It’s better to do it 
now than to look back after 20 
years and have to refigure your 
entire life.”

In an afternoon breakout 
session, Strickland, who also 
serves as special advisor to the 
seminary president for diver-
sity, will discuss racism in ad-
dition to a session on faith and 
work.  

Again, with the issue of rac-
ism, Strickland points to Scrip-
ture. 

“A secular culture conver-
sation reduces us to finger-
pointing, but the Bible really 
allows us in love to sharpen 
each other as iron and to re-
move planks in our own eye,” 
he said.

Therefore, Scripture helps 
people apply simple truths to 
this complex issue, which is 
“freeing to people.”

Secular work and spiritual-
ity do not have to be separate 

for Christians, said Strickland, 
who explores how Christians 
can make better choices of 
lordship and leadership of 
Jesus Christ in his book, 
“Every Waking Hour: An In-
troduction to Work and Voca-
tion for Christians.”

“We often make choices 
that aren't under the lordship 
of Christ,” he said. “We capit-
ulate to secular ways of making 
decisions in our work lives.”

Strickland said young 

Strickland

people shouldn't see the 
Lead>Defend Conference as 
routine or another “check-the-
box” moment but, instead, it 
is an opportunity “to equip  
these young people to take 
the gospel wherever they go in 
life."

For more information 
on the Cultural Collision 
Lead>Defend Conference or 
to register visit CYLarkansas.
com or call 800-838-2272, ext. 
5142.

Pray for Aleppo, Southern Baptist leader urges
ALEPPO, Syria (BP) – South-
ern Baptist leaders are exhort-
ing Christians to pray 
for Aleppo, Syria, a city 
being destroyed in civil 
war between the Syrian 
government and rebels 
including the Islamic 
State.

The latest call for 
prayer follows the des-
perate pleas of residents who 
believed their death was immi-
nent as the Syrian government 

reportedly made significant 
progress in overtaking and 

evacuating rebel-held 
areas in eastern Aleppo. 

David Platt, presi-
dent of the Southern 
Baptist International 
Mission Board, tweeted 
Dec. 14, “Would you 
pause for a moment 
right now and plead for 

the peace, justice, and mercy 
of Christ to be made known 
in Aleppo?”

Platt
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Members of the Arkansas Baptist Children’s Homes and Family Ministries 
(ABCHomes) staff, along with community and state leaders, break ground Dec. 
19 on a new family care home to be built on land donated by Cross Church in 
Springdale. The Hall family of Springdale donated to the construction of the home.

continued from page 7
STUDENTS
cans to have internationals 
in their homes is a prime op-
portunity for the hearts of in-
ternationals to be softened to 
the love of God they see and 
experience in the home. Ross 
Burton is a prime example of 
this.”  

Lynn Loyd, missions consul-
tant for the Arkansas Baptist 
State Convention college and 

young leaders team, agrees. 
“Within the next 25 years, 

the United States population 
will shift to being a majority of 
minorities. Cross-cultural life 
will be the new norm. Reach-
ing international college stu-
dents now is a great way to 
prepare our churches to be the 
church of the future,” he said.

When Americans reach in-
ternational students, new be-
lievers take the gospel around 
the world, as this new Japanese 
believer’s itinerary shows. 

“After school is over, she 
goes to Europe and then Ger-
many and then India for six 
weeks to help with a school 
there,” said Burton. 

And, finally, she returns 
back home to start another 
semester at a university right 
where she started – back in 
Japan.  

Lisa Falknor writes for the Ar-
kansas Baptist State Convention 
college and young leaders team 
and is a regional correspondent for 
the Arkansas Baptist News.

Williams Baptist recognizes employee milestones
WALNUT RIDGE – Wil-
liams Baptist College (WBC) 
employees who have reached 
milestones in their service to 
the school were recognized 
Thursday, Dec. 15. Service 
pins were presented during the 
annual Christmas luncheon 
for WBC faculty and staff.

Paul and Lana Rhoads 
were both recognized for 30 
years of service at Williams. 
Paul Rhoads is professor of 
psychology and chair of the 
WBC psychology department, 
while Lana Rhoads is assistant 

professor of mathematics and 
coordinator of the liberal arts 
degree.

Gary Gregory was honored 
for 25 years at WBC. Gregory 
retired in May 
after serving 
on the psychol-
ogy faculty, and 
he continues 
to teach at Wil-
liams as an ad-
junct professor.

Jeff Rider, di-
rector of athletics, was recog-
nized for 20 years at Williams, 
while Jim Bolton, supervisor 
of grounds and vehicles, was 
honored for 15 years of ser-
vice.

Melissa Hobbs, Mary Nor-
vell and Alice Startup were 
honored for 10 years at the 
college. Hobbs is associate 
professor of biology; Norvell is 
freshman advisor and parent 
liaison, and Startup serves as 
administrative assistant for stu-
dent affairs.

Honored for five years of 
service to WBC were Josh 
Austin, Dale Leatherman, Joel 

Olive, Heather Parson, James 
Pritchett and Shane Stolz. 
Austin is head men’s basket-
ball coach; Leatherman is vice 
president for business affairs; 

Olive is public 
services super-
visor at Felix 
Goodson Li-
brary; Parson 
is assistant pro-
fessor of busi-
ness and chair 
of the busi-

ness department; Pritchett has 
served with the physical plant 
staff, and Stolz is head men’s 
and women’s soccer coach and 
sports information director.

Speaker for the luncheon 
was J.D. “Sonny” Tucker, ex-
ecutive director of the Arkan-
sas Baptist State Convention 
(ABSC). Tucker commended 
WBC’s faculty and staff, not-
ing, “You are all a Christmas 
gift to the students who attend 
Williams Baptist College.”

More than 100 people are 
employed by the liberal arts 
college that is owned and op-
erated by the ABSC.
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Maurine McDonald Jones, 
85, of Sherwood, died Dec. 1. 

She was retired from South-
ern Paper Box Company in 
Little Rock and played the 
organ at Indianhead Lake Bap-
tist Church in Sherwood.

Jones was preceded in 
death by her husband, James 
F. Jones, and five siblings.

She is survived by three 
step-children, six grandchil-
dren, 11 great-grandchildren, 
two sisters and one brother.

Funeral services were held 
Dec. 7 at Indianhead Lake 
Baptist Church. 

Burial followed at Rest Hills 
Funeral Cemetery in North 
Little Rock.

Obituaries

Looking to fill a staff position at your church? Visit arkansasbaptist.org/ad to submit your classified!

tor. Please send resume to P.O. Box 37,  
Smithville, AR 72466.

First Baptist Church, Gillham, is seek-
ing a full-time pastor. Please send re-
sumes to Pastor Search Committee, c/o  
Vona McKinley, 332 Pendergrass Road,  
Horatio, AR  71842.

Hillcrest Baptist Church, Jasper, TX, is seeking 
a full-time youth minister. Send resumes 
to: Bro. David Nugent, Hillcrest Baptist Church, 
3196 U.S. Hwy. 190W, Jasper, TX 75951, or 
email rhondahsm02@yahoo.com. For questions 
or information, call Bro. David Nugent at 409-
384-3371.

FBC West Fork seeking part-time wor-
ship leader – send resume and questions to 
westforkfbc@yahoo.com.

FBC West Fork seeking full-time student 
minister. Send resumes or questions to west-
forkfbc@yahoo.com.

C l a s s i f i e d s

Wonderful opportunity for an existing pas-
tor who is being led by God to make a move. 
First Baptist Church Dexter, MO has a call for a 
senior pastor who supports the Baptist Faith 
and Message 2000. We have an average Sunday 
morning attendance of 450+, budget of $1.35 
million, and no debt. Please visit us at our web-
site and learn more about our church and staff. 
Interested applicants can apply: www.fbcdex-
ter.org or pastorsearchfbcdexter@gmail.com. 
Applications will be reviewed as received and 
accepted until position is filled.

Beech Street Baptist Church in Gurdon, AR 
is seeking a full-time pastor. Please send 
resume to P.O. Box 408 Gurdon, AR 71743.

FBC Clarendon, AR, is seeking a full-time 
pastor. Send resumes to FBC Search Commit-
tee, PO Box 324, Clarendon, AR 72029, or email 
resumes to jrbreynolds@gmail.com.

Smithville Baptist Church seeking ei-
ther bi-vocational or full-time pas-

FBC of Heber Springs is looking for a part-
time ministry assistant. Candidate must 
have proven secretarial or administrative expe-
rience, excellent time management skills and 
ability to multi-task and prioritize work, atten-
tion to detail and problem solving skills, excel-
lent written and verbal communication skills, 
strong organizational and planning skills, mini-
mum of high school degree, proficiency in MS 
Office (Word, Excel, Publisher, and PowerPoint), 
knowledge of Adobe Creative Suite, ability to 
learn and manage Breeze Church Management 
Database System. Please email your confidential 
resume to fbcheber@gmail.com.

First Baptist, Mansfield, MO, is seeking bi-
vocational youth pastor for growing youth 
group. Contact us at firstbaptist618@centurytel.
net or 417-924-3306.

East End Baptist Church is seeking a bi-vo-
cational worship leader. Responsibilities 
will include Sunday morning and evening ser-
vices and leading the choir. Contact the church 
at 4701 East End Road, Hensley, AR 72065 or by 
emailing pastor@eebcar.com.

Small church in southeast Arkansas is 
seeking a music leader for Sunday morn-
ing worship. Contact Larry Toller, pastor,  
at 870-413-1938.

First Baptist Church in Nevada, MO is in 
search of a full-time worship pastor. We 
are seeking a great worshiper of our Lord Jesus 
Christ who has the skill set to invite others into 
that journey. Please send resume to worship 
pastor@fbcnevada.org.

Sheridan First Baptist Church is seeking 
a part-time interim worship/choir  
leader (Sunday morning service & Wednesday 
pm practice). Please send resume: 1201 South 
Rock Street, Sheridan, AR 72150 email fbcsheri-
dan@windstream.net.

Union Baptist Church, El Dorado, is prayer-
fully seeking a bi-vocational music 
minister. Please send resume and DVD/
link to Jonathan Morris, 144 Crain City Rd, 
El Dorado, AR 71730, or email jmorris.ubc@ 
gmail.com.

Small church needs music director.  
Sundays only. Contact sulliglenda@yahoo.com 

if interested.
Bear Creek Springs Baptist Church is 

seeking a full-time student pastor. 
Those interested should send a resume 
to Bear Creek Springs Baptist Church, 
Attn: Senior Pastor, 179 Devito Loop,  
Harrison, AR 72601.

Middle-aged pastor, pastoring in 
Arkansas with an earned ThD, attended 
schools at Lynchburg, VA, and Louisville, KY, 
and Midwestern. Looking for a church near 
Texarkana. Call 903-748-9826.

Advertise in the Arkansas Baptist 
News to reach a statewide audience of 50,000 
loyal, faith-based readers! Our classified and 
display advertising – both print and online – 
are an excellent way to make your ministry or 
business known. For more information visit 
arkansasbaptist.org/advertise or call 501-378-
4791, ext. 5161.

OTHER STAFF POSITIONS

Church life

PASTOR

Ordination

MISCELLANEOUS

Emmanuel Baptist Church, 
Southside, near Batesville, re-
cently licensed Blake Keener 
to preach during a special 
service at the church. Keener 
serves as the Emmanuel Bap-
tist student minister.

Rebekah Carroll of Lamar 
recently received a master of 
arts in Christian studies from 
Southeastern Baptist Theologi-
cal Seminary in Wake Forest, 
N.C. 

arkansasbaptist.org

ABSC EMPLOYEE RECOGNITION – A number of Arkansas Baptist State 
Convention (ABSC) employees received service awards and retired ABSC employ-
ees were honored during the ABSC's Christmas Celebration Dec. 14 held at the  
Baptist building in Little Rock. From left, they are: Kirby Martin, 25 years; Ben 
Phillips, 20 years; Bob Fielding and Robby Tingle, 15 years, and Jonda Shikle, 5 
years. Not pictured are Terry Bostick and Allison Kizzia,10 years, and Roger Gaunt,  
15 years.

Ouachita’s Wind Ensemble 
releases ‘Simple Gifts’ CD
ARKADELPHIA – Ouachita 
Baptist University’s Wind En-
semble recently released a CD 
titled “Simple Gifts.” 
The CD features the 
2012 and 2016 Wind 
Ensembles.

The 2016 Wind 
Ensemble performs 
the CD’s title sec-
tion “Simple Gifts: 
Four Shaker Songs” by Frank 
Ticheli, including “In Yonder 
Valley,” “Dance,” “Here Take 
This Lovely Flower” and “Sim-
ple Gifts.” Other selections 
performed by this ensemble 
are the “Mayflower Overture” 
by Ron Nelson and “A Sacred 

Suite” by Brant Karrick, which 
includes “Spirit of the Ages 
Fanfare,” “Consolation” and 

“True Happiness/
How Firm a Foun-
dation.”

The 2012 Wind 
Ensemble performs 
three selections. 
“Give Us This Day” 
is a two-movement 

symphony for wind ensemble 
by David Manslaka. This en-
semble also performs David 
Gillingham’s “A Light Unto 
the Darkness” and Percy 
Grainger’s “Spoon River.”

For more information email 
hamiltonc@obu.edu.

Read more news
and features
on our new
website at 

arkansasbaptist.org
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Flooring
Floors & More, Inc.
21286 Interstate 30
Benton, AR 72019
501-316-0267  FAX: 501-316-2533
Email: sales@floorsandmorear.com
www.floorsandmorear.com
Consultation/Statewide Services/Commercial 
Flooring/Carpet Squares/Gym Floors 

Kitchen Equipment
& Supplies
Aimco Equipment Co. 
10001 Colonel Glenn Rd.
Little Rock, AR 72204
501-228-0808

Lighting & Sound
American AVL
800-352-7222
Little Rock/Jackson/Ruston/New 
Orleans
Audio, Video, & Lighting Systems & 
Equipment
Ask about our free site needs AVL review

Playgrounds
Rusty Peoples 
rusty@peopleslandscaping.com
479-769-0580, (toll-free) 866-388-
1365 
Quality park-playground equip, surfacing & 
shades
Free design consultations
www.heartlandparks.com

Baptistries/Steeples
Construction Sales Co., Inc.
P.O. Box 1049
Magnolia, AR 71753-1049
800-526-9663  FAX: 870-234-6475
Also laminated wood arches, beams and decking 

Church Facility Planner
Sowell Architects
1315 North Street, Suite 100
Conway, AR  72034
501-450-9633 FAX: 501-450-7228
Email: rik@sowellarchitects.com
www.sowellarchitects.com
Master planning, site analysis
and all architectural services

Church Insurance
Michael B. Russell, MA, MBA
Member, Cross Church, Springdale
Mike Russell & Associates
P.O. Box 709, Bentonville, AR 72712
877-715-5336, 479-657-6369 fax
www.protectmychurch.org   
AR Ins. Lic. #185726
Non-profit - Church - Commercial - Employee 
Benefits

James Greene & Associates
800-422-3384
www.jamesgreeneins.com
James Greene & Associates represents 
Brotherhood Mutual Insurance, a national leader 
insuring churches in alliance with GuideStone. 
Call today or go online for property, liability, 
auto and worker’s comp quotes!

ChurCh ServiCeS DireCtory

To advertise in the Church Services Directory, 
contact the ABN at 501-376-4791, ext. 5161, 

or email ads@arkansasbaptist.org

Smith

Steven W. Smith to pastor Immanuel Baptist, LR
LITTLE ROCK – Little Rock 
native Steven W. Smith will as-
sume the role of senior pastor 
of Immanuel Baptist Church, 
Little Rock, Jan. 15. Smith was 
approved by the church mem-
bership Dec. 18 following an 
extensive 10-month 
search.  

Smith most recently 
served at Southwest-
ern Baptist Theologi-
cal Seminary in Fort 
Worth, Texas, as vice 
president for student 
services and professor 
of preaching. He pre-
viously was associate 
dean for professional doctoral 
programs and as dean of the 
college. In addition to his work 
at Southwestern, Smith served 
on the preaching team at Pre-
stonwood Baptist Church, in 
Plano, Texas.  Prior to joining 
Southwestern and Preston-
wood, Smith was senior pastor 
of Salem Baptist Church in 
Richmond, Va.

Smith has extensive experi-

ence in preaching, missions 
and leadership, and he is the 
author of “Dying to Preach: 
Embracing the Cross in the 
Pulpit” and “Recapturing 
the Voice of God: Sermons 
Shaped like Scripture.” He 

is currently writing 
a handbook on text-
driven preaching as 
well as two exposi-
tional commentaries: 
one on Hebrews and 
another on Jeremiah 
and Lamentations. 

His wife, Ashley 
(Cherry) Smith, has a 
doctor of ministry de-

gree from Southwestern Semi-
nary. The couple has three 
children: Jewell, 12, Sidney, 8, 
and Shepherd, 4. Smith was 
born in Little Rock and has 
numerous family connections 
to Immanuel, the city and the 
state of Arkansas.

Smith replaces Gary Hol-
lingsworth, who resigned in 
2016 to become executive di-
rector of the South Carolina 

Baptist Convention. Holling-
sworth was serving a first term 
as president of the Arkansas 
Baptist State Convention at 

the time. Sam Roberts, se-
nior pastor of First Baptist 
Church, Stuttgart, assumed 
Hollingsworth’s duties for the 

remainder of the year and was 
elected president at the con-
vention annual meeting in late  
October.

Across ArkAnsAs
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Many states join Ark. to boost CP for SBC causes
NASHVILLE, Tenn. (BP) – 
Arkansas Baptists were not 
alone in 2016 in voting to in-
crease the percentage of Coop-
erative Program (CP) receipts 
to be distributed outside the 
state.

Messengers to the 163rd 
annual meeting of the Ar-
kansas Baptist State Conven-
tion Oct. 25-26 at Immanuel 
Baptist Church in Little Rock 
approved a new five-year bud-
get formula that increases the 
amount the state sends to 
Southern Baptist Convention 
(SBC) causes from 43.77 per-
cent to 45.82 percent by 2022.

While the previous ABSC 
five-year budget formula (2013-
2017) resulted in $658,000 in 
“real dollars” being directed 
to SBC causes, the new for-
mula (2018-2022) results in 
$1,730,155 sent to SBC – an 
increase of more than $1 mil-
lion.

The new five-year formula 
will result in a 2.05 percent 
increase to SBC causes, with 
1.05 percent of the increase 
coming from the ABSC Execu-
tive Board staff budget in 2018. 
The committee recommended 
the remaining increase come 
from ABSC agencies, the larg-
est of which is a .50 percent 
of the increase from the Ar-
kansas Baptist Newsmagazine 
(ABN), followed by the other 
.50 percent allocated by an 
equal percentage reduction 
to the other ABSC agencies 
and institutions. The increase 
from the agencies and institu-
tions amounts to a .2 percent 
increase to the SBC each year 
of the five-year budget formula 
period.

In real dollars, the annual 
budget impact of the new for-
mula to ABSC and related 
entities beginning in 2018 is 
as follows (based on an an-
ticipated $21 million budget): 
Executive Board ministries, 
$220,031; ABN, $21,000; 
Arkansas Baptist Children’s 
Homes and Family Minis-

tries (ABCHomes), $2,307; 
Arkansas Baptist Foundation, 
$1,355; Camp Siloam, $1,005, 
and Christian Higher Educa-
tion in Arkansas (Williams 
Baptist College and Ouachita 
Baptist University), $16,333.

Other state conventions are 
already well over the 50/50 
split in CP receipt distribu-
tion.

Ohio Baptists approved the 
largest increase in the portion 
of CP receipts sent outside the 
state next year, moving from 
the current 59.75/40.25 ratio 
to a 50/50 split. "Supporting 
missions from Ohio to the 
ends of the earth is the heart-
beat of Ohio Southern Bap-
tists," said Jack Kwok, Ohio 
executive director, in praising 
the decision.

The State Convention of 
Baptists in Ohio (SCBO) joins 
four other conventions that 
forward half or more to the 
SBC, without a "shared min-
istry" calculation, including 
the Southern Baptists of Texas 
Convention (55/45), Florida 
(51/49), Iowa (50/50) and Ne-
vada (50/50).

Joining the SCBO, conven-
tions where increases of more 
than 1 percent were reported 
include Arizona, Colorado, 
the Dakotas, Kansas-Nebraska, 
Minnesota-Wisconsin, Mis-
souri, New Mexico and Ten-
nessee.

In addition to Arkansas, 
state conventions in Ala-
bama, California, Illinois, In-
diana, Maryland/Delaware, 
Michigan, Mississippi, New 
England, New York, North 
Carolina, Pennsylvania/South 
Jersey and Utah/Idaho voted 
to increase the SBC portion in 
amounts ranging from .10 to 1 
percent.

Louisiana Baptist Conven-
tion (LBC) messengers over-
whelmingly defeated a motion 
from a messenger seeking a 
2018 move toward a 50/50 CP 
split. Executive Director David 
Hankins spoke to the impact 

on in-state ministries if $2.5 
million were cut from the LBC 
budget and said the state con-
vention's Advance Plan will 
work to move toward a 50/50 
split as in the past when in-
come grows.

Three state conventions – 
the Baptist General Conven-
tion of Texas (BGCT), the 
Baptist General Association 
of Virginia (BGAV) and the 
District of Columbia Baptist 
Convention (DCBC) – allow 
churches to customize what 
they label Texas Cooperative 
Program (BGCT), Coopera-
tive Missions Giving (BGAV) 
or Standard Giving, Undesig-
nated (DCBC). 

BGCT's preferred giving 
plan retains 79 percent of 
undesignated receipts from 
affiliated churches for in-state 
use and 21 percent for one of 
three worldwide partners – 
the Southern Baptist Conven-
tion, the Cooperative Baptist 
Fellowship (CBF) or BGCT 
Worldwide. Churches may 
customize further by specify-
ing the portions for in-state 
and out-of-state allocations. 

BGAV has preset giving 
tracks that a church can cus-
tomize to fund causes of the 
SBC and/or CBF. The BGAV 
giving plan World Mission 1 
allocates 34 percent of gifts 
given through this plan to 

SBC worldwide missions and 
ministries. Two of the four 
undesignated giving plans of 
the DCBC provide churches 
the opportunity to select 
funding for SBC causes at  
either 35 percent or 17.5 per-
cent.

Southern Baptists in Puerto 
Rico and the U.S. Virgin Is-
lands also forward a percent-
age of their CP receipts to the 
SBC for the SBC allocation 
budget.

The actual dollar amount of 
a state convention's allocation 
fluctuates annually depending 
on how well churches in the 
state are able to fund their re-
spective budgets.

50,000 readers 
can’t be wrong!

Advertise in the Arkansas Baptist News
to reach faith-based readers statewide!

Learn more or request a quote at 
arkansasbaptist.org/advertise

Looking to build a strong foundation for your children’s ministry? 

Join the Church Health Team and Bill Emeott from LifeWay Christian Resources on 
January 31 from 6-8:30pm at the ABSC offices for a Children’s Ministry Fast Track. 

For details and registration information, 
visit www.absc.org or call 501-376-4791 ext. 5193.
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Caleb Yarbrough
Little Rock

Every Christian has a testimony and, 
while each testimony is unique to each 
person, they all have a few things in 
common. 

Chiefly, every testimony regarding a 
sincere conversion 
includes a recogni-
tion of one’s own 
sin and the power 
of Christ and His 
work on the cross 
to redeem them 
from it.

While Chris-
tians are not slaves 
to sin, they are not im-
mune from it either. In 
Scripture we can read 
numerous accounts of 
how God remains faith-
ful even as His people 
repeatedly choose to dis-
obey Him.

In Judges 2:11-19 the 
people of Israel began 
doing “what was evil in 
the sight of the Lord” 
(Judg. 2:11), worshipping 
idols and abandoning “the Lord, the 
God of their fathers, who had brought 
them out of the land of Egypt” (Judg. 
2:12).

While most of us today do not strug-
gle with worshipping idols made in the 
image of false deities like the Israelites 
did, all of us struggle with making idols 

out of other things like our favorite 
hobbies, our job or even our friends 
and family.

In modern Christianity there is a 
tendency to only focus on the gentle at-

tributes of God; 
however, this pas-
sage highlights 
God’s anger 
(Judg. 2:12-15).

Israel’s repeat-
ed disobedience 
angered God to 
the point that He 
gave His people 

over to their enemies 
and actively worked 
against them (Judg. 2:14-
15).

In an attempt to give 
Israel a way back, God 
“raised up judges, who 
saved the Israelites out 
of the hand of those 
who plundered them” 
(Judg. 2:16). But Israel 
did not listen to the 
judges that God sent, 

and every time one of the judges died, 
they returned to their evil ways.

This passage highlights the anger 
God feels at times when His people are 
disobedient but it also shows us that, 
even as we continue to fail and disobey, 
and at times receive discipline, God 
never abandons His people.

until now” (Phil. 1:5).
Paul’s optimism is refreshing and 

founded in his hope in Christ (Phil. 
1:6) and love and familial commitment 
to his Christian brothers and sisters.

The passage highlights the im-
portance of the 
church and greater 
Christian commu-
nity in the life of 
the believer. Paul 
spoke with love to-
ward the believers 
at Philippi, a love 
that he defined 

as being founded in the 
common belief in, and 
relationship with, Christ 
(Phil. 1:7).

Paul’s joyful prayer 
was founded in his ex-
perience with the Risen 
Savior and his member-
ship within the body of 
Christ. Writing from 
prison, Paul yearned for 
his brothers and sisters 

and prayed that they would continue 
to be “filled with the fruit of righteous-
ness that comes through Jesus Christ” 
(Phil. 1:11).

When we consider what Christ did 
on the cross and recognize His contin-
ual work in people’s lives even today, 
how can our prayers not be filled with 
joy?

Think for a moment about the people 
who have made the biggest contribu-
tions to your spiritual life.

They may be your parents, a teacher, a 
pastor, a coach, a close friend or simply 
an acquaintance. 
But the one thing 
all of these people 
have in common 
is that they are 
willing servants. 
God called on 
them to be His 
hands and feet in 
this world, and they were 
obedient.

In many ways our 
faith is built on willing 
servants. The greatest ex-
ample is Christ who low-
ered Himself to become 
our servant by going to 
the cross to pay a debt He 
did not owe so that all of 
those who believe could 
be with Him for eternity.

In Judges 4:4-10, 12-16 
we read about a willing servant named 
Deborah.

Deborah was a prophetess and judge. 
In this passage Deborah called for a man 
named Barak, to whom she gave a mes-
sage from God. Deborah told Barak that 
that God had commanded him to take 
10,000 of his men to meet an enemy 

army. God said that when Barak did as 
He commanded that the enemy army’s 
general, Sisera, would be given over to 
him.

While Barak listened to the word 
from Deborah, 
he told her that 
he would only 
go through with 
the mission if she 
agreed to accom-
pany him (Judg. 
4:8).

I can relate to 
the sentiment of Barak in 
this passage. When God 
calls us to do difficult 
things, the willingness 
of a brother or sister in 
Christ to bear the burden 
with us can make all the 
difference.

Deborah agreed to ac-
company Barak, and he 
does as God commanded 
him. As the enemy’s char-
iots and soldiers flooded 

in, Deborah encouraged Barak by reas-
suring him, “Does not the Lord go out 
before you?” (Judg. 4:14)

Willing servants like Deborah are 
integral to the Christian life. There are 
times when we need to be served and 
other times when we are called to serve 
others like Christ served us.

The recent presidential election was 
one of the most hotly debated and talk-
ed about in recent history. For Chris-
tians, one of the most important topics 
debated by the two major party candi-
dates during the 
race was religious 
liberty.

Long thought 
to be one of the 
most definitive 
of American 
legal protections, 
the First Amendment 
and religious liberty 
have come under fire in 
recent years as much of 
the country’s social and 
religious commitments 
have changed.

However, even during 
a time when it is incum-
bent on Christians to be 
conscious of the threats 
to our religious liberty 
and work diligently to 
protect that right, it is a fact that Amer-
ica is still one of the easiest places on 
earth to be a follower of Christ. 

Unlike our brothers and sisters serv-
ing in the Muslim world or in closed 
autocratic nations, American believ-
ers encounter very little real perse-
cution for holding to and acting out  
our faith.

In Philippians 1:12-21 the Apostle 
Paul wrote to the church at Philippi 
from prison where he was being de-
tained due to his commitment to the 
gospel.

Paul did not 
write of his im-
prisonment as 
negative but 
rather encour-
aged the Philip-
pian Christians 
to boldly share 

Christ even in light 
of the possible conse-
quences and to pray 
that he would “not be 
at all ashamed, but that 
with full courage now 
as always Christ will be 
honored in my body, 
whether by life or by 
death” (Phil. 1:20).

For Paul “to live is 
Christ, and to die is 
gain” (Phil. 1:21). He 

was simply so focused on the gospel 
and his relationship with Christ that 
even while in prison in a land that was 
ever-increasingly unwelcoming to his 
faith, he was able to share with joy.

We should be thankful for the bless-
ing of being allowed to live in a coun-
try with religious liberty and, like Paul, 
joyfully share the gospel in all seasons.

Caleb Yarbrough
Little Rock

Rebellion’s cycle
Judges 2:11-19 (esV) 
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Caleb Yarbrough
Little Rock

During the last few days of 2016, 
I, like many Americans, made resolu-
tions for the new year. I resolved to ex-
ercise three days per week, watch less 
Netflix, do more reading and study 
Spanish for 20 minutes a day. In addi-
tion to my goal of 
completing a new  
chronological one-
year Bible reading 
plan, perhaps my 
most important 
resolution for the 
new year is to pray 
with my wife each 
and every day.

While I believe prayer is 
incredibly important to the 
spiritual well-being of all 
believers, it is something 
I often neglect. Sure, it’s 
easy to pray in fear  or sad-
ness when a family mem-
ber is sick or injured, in 
indignation during times 
of financial difficulty or in 
anticipation when one is 
seeking God’s guidance in making a 
big life decision. But how often do we 
pray with joy?

In Philippians 1:3-11 the apostle 
Paul began his address to the church at 
Philippi with a joyful prayer in which 
he celebrated the faithfulness of the 
Philippian Christians and their “part-
nership in the gospel from the first day 

Praying with joy
PhiliPPians 1:3-11 (esV)

BiBlE StudiES for lifE

Willing servants
Judges 4:4-10,12-16 (esV)
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Sharing with joy
PhiliPPians 1:12-21 (esV)
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Washington church’s lesbian co-pastors spark ‘concern’
WASHINGTON (BP) – A 
Washington D.C. church’s de-
cision to call a legally-married 
lesbian couple as co-pastors 
has led a fellow District of 
Columbia Baptist Conven-
tion (DCBC) pastor to call 
for “prayerful dialog” between 
convention leadership and the 
church. A Southern Baptist 
Convention (SBC) seminary 
president suggested the DCBC 
should disfellowship the con-
gregation.

Meanwhile, DCBC Execu-
tive Director Robert Cochran 
said the convention has “no 
plans to disassociate” with the 
church and he “has never dis-
cussed the issue of homosexu-
ality with” the congregation’s 
leaders.

Calvary Baptist Church 
in Washington – a congre-
gation that voted in 2012 
to cease cooperation with 
the SBC – approved Sally 
Sarratt and Maria Swear-
ingen Jan. 8 as its new se-
nior ministers, according 
to a news release from the 
church. The two women 
were married in 2014, ac-
cording to media reports.

Joseph Lyles, pastor of 
Fort Foote Baptist Church 
in Fort Washington, Md., 
said he was “surprised” 
and “concerned” that a sis-
ter DCBC church would call 
openly homosexual co-pastors. 
Fort Foote is a Southern Bap-
tist church.

Lyles, a former president of 
the National African Ameri-
can Fellowship of the SBC, 
said he finds it “difficult” to 
affirm same-sex marriage “with 
a biblical basis.”

When it comes to coop-
eration within a state Baptist 
convention, “I would hope 
that lines would be drawn,” 
Lyles said. Though each local 

church “is a sovereign body, I 
would think that if a church 
is moving” toward affirmation 
of homosexual behavior, con-
vention leaders should “have a 
serious dialogue and prayerful 
discussion with them.”

Lyles added, “My loving, 
compassionate side would not 
[want to disfellowship] them 
from the convention ... Hope-
fully they will come around 
and see the biblical light.”

Southern Baptist Theologi-
cal Seminary President R. Al-
bert Mohler Jr. said Calvary’s 
call of lesbian pastors repre-
sents “a very dramatic chal-
lenge” for the DCBC.

If the convention does “not 
expel Calvary Baptist Church 
from their membership,” 

Mohler said Jan. 10 on his 
podcast The Briefing, “then 
they by very definition simply 
become a convention that will 
accept, that indeed does accept 
a church that has legally mar-
ried lesbian co-pastors in terms 
of their own membership.”

Cochran said in written 
comments, “We have no plans 
to disassociate [with Calvary]. 
To the best of my knowledge, 
the D.C. Baptist Convention, 
due to its respect for local 
congregational autonomy, has 

never withdrawn fellowship 
from any congregation.”

Cochran said he is “cer-
tain that homosexuality has 
been discussed” at some point 
since the founding of Calvary 
in 1861 and the DCBC in 
1877. But, he added, “I can 
state with certainty that I have 
never discussed the issue of 
homosexuality with leaders at 
Calvary.”

The present fellowship of 
churches in the DCBC, Co-
chran said, is comparable to 
the fellowship during the Civil 
War, when Calvary “chose to 
be abolitionist while other 
Baptist congregations in D.C. 
and elsewhere remained in op-
position to that position. We 
maintained our Baptist fellow-

ship among ourselves as 
well as our fellowship with 
the Southern Baptist Con-
vention throughout the 
Civil War and beyond.”

Carol Blythe, chair of 
Calvary’s Ministerial Se-
lection Committee, said 
in a statement, “As we met 
and talked with Sally and 
Maria about their vision 
for pastoral leadership at 
Calvary, we were struck by 
their deep faith and com-
mitment to being part of a 
gospel community.”

Sarratt is associate chap-
lain for behavioral health in 
the Greenville (S.C.) Health 
System and associate minister 
at Greenville Unitarian Uni-
versalist Fellowship, Calvary 
reported. She served previous-
ly as a global service corps mis-
sionary through the Coopera-
tive Baptist Fellowship. Swear-
ingen is associate chaplain at 
Furman University.

Sarratt and Swearingen said 
in accepting Calvary’s call, 
“We have found it easy to fall 
in love with Calvary and its 

longstanding commitment to 
be a voice of justice and com-
passion for those who perpetu-
ally find the wholeness of their 
humanity disregarded and ma-
ligned.”

Calvary has historic ties 
with the SBC, according to a 
1994 history of the congrega-
tion by Carl and Olive Tiller. 
In the mid-20th century, for-
mer SBC President Brooks 
Hays and SBC Executive 
Committee Chairman George  
Fraser were among its mem-
bers.

The congregation split 
its missions giving between 
Northern and Southern Bap-
tists “until 1988, when the 
fundamentalist shift in the 
Southern Baptist Convention 
... appeared to be irreversible,” 
the Tillers wrote. Calvary then 

reduced its gifts to SBC causes.
In 2014, Calvary “reaf-

firmed” the ordination  
of Allyson Robinson, who was 
ordained as a male but sought 
reaffirmation of that ordina-
tion after transitioning to 
present himself as a woman, 
according to media reports at 
the time. Robinson went on to 
serve as Calvary’s transitions 
pastor.

Among present “affilia-
tions” listed on Calvary’s 
website are the Alliance of 
Baptists; American Baptist 
Churches USA; the Associa-
tion of Welcoming and Af-
firming Baptists; the CBF; the 
DCBC; the Baptist World Alli-
ance; the Baptist Peace Fellow-
ship of North America, and 
the Baptist Joint Committee 
for Religious Liberty.

Calvary Baptist Church in Washington D.C. Facebook photo

ACLU challenges Kentucky’s new ultrasound law
FRANKFORT, Ky. (BP) –  
The American Civil Liberties 
Union has filed a lawsuit chal-
lenging the constitutionality 
of a new Kentucky law requir-
ing women seeking abortions 
to undergo an ultrasound  
first.

The lawsuit, filed at U. S. 
District Court in Louisville, 
seeks to overturn the ultra-
sound law approved by the 

General Assembly  
Jan. 7.

“It forces physi-
cians to deliver a gov-
ernment-mandated, 
ideological message to 
patients in violation 
of the First Amend-
ment, all the while 
causing harm to their 
patients,” the ACLU claims in 
the lawsuit. “It also compels 

women to listen to this 
government-mandated 
speech while lying cap-
tive on the examina-
tion table.”

Gov. Matt Bevin 
said he’s not surprised 
by the suit.

“This is a good 
piece of legislation,” 

Bevin said. 
“This was crafted in a way 

to comply with existing law 
and still exercise the sovereign-
ty this state and this legislative 
body has.”

The ACLU filed the lawsuit 
on behalf of EMW Women’s 
Center in Louisville, its staff 
and patients and three physi-
cians and their patients.

Named as defendants are 
Attorney General Andy Bes-
hear, Health and Family Ser-

vices Secretary Vickie Yates 
Brown Glisson and Kentucky 
Board of Medical Licensure 
Executive Director Michael 
Rodman.

Representatives of the 
ACLU said their legal analysis 
is still underway on another 
Kentucky bill approved last 
week that bans late-term abor-
tions except when the moth-
er’s life is in danger.
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Maria Swearingen and Sally Sarratt, the recently-
elected co-pastors of Calvary Baptist Church in 
Washington D.C. Baptist News Global photo

Bevin




